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HELP MEYER LONDON.

You can help in the fight agamst
militarism, so-called prnparedness
and war by circulating the petition
to be ]t')ound {at the ﬁottom ofh th;?l
page. Don’t for, that you shou
gather in a-fﬁge:ubs at the same
time.

50c per year; $1 per year outside United States: 28¢ for 40 weeks in Clubs of 4 or more except in Chicago
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Many Candidates Ih Party

Referendum; Voting Starts

HERE are three candidates for- the presxdentlal nomination,
two for the vice presidential nomination, 31 for the five

positions as national executive
national secretaryship on the ba

committeemen.‘and four for the
llots that are now being sent out

to the 6,000 locals of the Socialist Party.

Balloting on these candidates
will begin immediately and close
March 1. It is expected that the
results of this referendum will
be known at the party national
headquarters by March 10.

At the last moment, when the
ballots were about to be printed,
Seymour Stedman, Chicago,
withdrew as a candidate for the
presidential nomination.

The names of those who have
accepted the candidacies for the
various positions and their
residences are as follows:

FOR PRESIDENTIAL CANDI-
DATE:—Allan L. Benson, Yonkers,
N. Y.; Arthur LeSueur, Fort Scott,
Kans.; James H. Maurer, Reading, Pa.

FOR VICE-PRESIDENTIAL CAN-
DIDATE:—George R. Kirkpatrick,
Newark, N. J.,, and Kate Richards
O’Hare, St. Louis, Mo.

FOR NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEEMAN: -—— Adam Barth,
Tacoma, Wash.; S. E. Beardsley,
Shelton, Conn.; W. J. Bell, Tyler, Tex.;

Victor L. Berger, Milwaukze, Wisc.;'

Ella Reeve Bloor, Columbus, O.; Louis
B. Boudin, New York GCity; H. G.
Creel, Oklahoma City, Okla.; Lewis J.
Duncan, Butte, Mont.; William L.
Garver, Independence, Mo.; Winfield
R. Gaylord, Milwaukee, Wisc.; George
H. Goebel, Newark, N. J.; Job. Harri-
man, Los Angeles, Cal.; Morris Hill-
quit, New York City; Dan. Hogan,
Huntington, Ark.; Fred W. Holt, Okla-
homa City, Okla.; Fred E. Irish,
Woodfords, Me.; John C. Kennedy,
Chicago, Ill.; C. W. Kleihege, Lawren-
ce, Kans.; T. E. Latimer, Minneapolis,
Minn.; Asthur LeSueur, Fort Scott,
Kans.; I. S. McCrillis, DesMoines, Ia ;
Anna A. Maley, New York City; San-
teri Nuorteva, Fitchburg, Mass.; Wil-
liam A. Prosser, Pittsburg, Pa.; C.

Ruthenberg, Cleveland, O.; Xate
Sadler, Milwaukie, Ore.; Herman
.Schlueter, ‘New York City; A. M.
Simons, Milwaukee, Wisc.; J. W.

Slayton, Pittsburg, Pa.; John Sparg‘o,
O0ld Bennington, Vt, and John M
iWork, Chicago.

" FOR NATIONAL EXEC
SECRETA KY -=AdoIpn~ Gériner, t.
Olive, I1.; L. ‘E. Katterfeld, Everett
Wash.; Walter Lanfersiek, C"hlcago,
znd Carl D. Thompson, Chicago.

In response to the request of
the national executive commit-
tee, nearly all the candidates
sent in statements giving their
position on the question of mil-
itarism and preparedness. The
statements received are as fol-
lows:

For President
By ALLAN L. BENSON.

AM opposed to any addition

whatever to our army and
navy. 1 believe we are in less
dénger of invasion than we have
been at any other time in 100
years. I believe this danger,
vever great, will become less as
the European belligerents pro-
ceed toward exhaustion. I be-
licve that for this nation great-
ly to strengthen its army and
navy would be likely tn bring
war, first by alarming other
reoples and causing them to arm
against us, second by giving the
American capitalist class a
greater temptation to try to
conquer markets by rorce of
arms.

I am not cpposed in principle
to the defense of this country
from invasion. I believe invasion
should be resisted. But there is
ample naval authority for the
statement that the invasion of
continental United States could
be resisted without a navy.
Mines have for 17 monrths de-
fended both the German coast
and the German navy. Mines do
not take bovs from their homes
into the army, nor can they be
used to brezk strikes nor to at-
tack any nation,that is not far
from home seeking trouble.

By ARTHUR LE SUEUR.

REFTAREDNESS” is the
master fraud of the
masters. It results in the thing
it is said to prevent. The only
war in which workers should
enlist is the “class war”, the
cause of all other wars.
We should oppose with aetion]
any effort of our government {o!
force us to fight the workers of

any land. Action means revolu- |

tion at an opportune time. An
cpportrine time is when tha;
masters send us at each othersj
throats, and we should then
ceize the opportunity to fight
our real eremy---the masters.
This should not be with words

alone, but with such means as
they may compel us to use.

REVOLUTION IS THE ONLY
REMEDY FOR DESPOTISM,
WHETHER IT BE POLITICAL
OR INDUSTRIAL.

As immediate steps in pre-
paration for successful revolu-
tion we should abolish the pri-
vate profit in the manufacture
of arms and munitions, prevent
the increase of army and navy,
compel legislation  allowing
democratic military organizaﬁon
of the “workers”. Those who do
the fighting to give the final
orders; to the end that we may
be prepared against heil’s own
breed in every land, the masters,
the murderers of humanity and
brotherhood.

By JAMES H. MAURER

AM opposed to the yprogram

of so-called Preparedness, as
submitted by President Wilson,
or by any group of war pro-
moters. It is, therefore, hardly
necessary to say that I am also
opposed to Militarism.

I stand by the Anti-War
Manifesto and program adopted
by the National Committee last
May and ratified by the party
membership. I could also agree
with the' Socialist Party if it
said not another dollar for war-
ships of any kind, transports in-
cluded; not another dollar to

E. prlvately owned- manufactories

of army and navy supplies. If
we must. prepare, then mine -our
coasts, furnish a submarine for
every. fifty-miles or le%q of our

.lcoast, enlist every citizén  be-
|tween the ages pi-twen,ty

rand
 Learty syears,. axia { Lok 2
latest 1mproved rlﬁes and a
thousand rounds of ammunition,
every such soldier to do drill
duty two weeks in each year,
elect their own officers and keep
their rifles and ammunition in
their homes.

For Vice President

OTE.-—-An article in opposition to

N “preparedness” Ly George R.
Kirkpatrick appears in another col-
umn, Up to the hour of going to press
no statement had been received from
the other vice presidential candidate,
Kate Richards O’Hare.

ForExecutive Committeemen

By S. E. BEARDSLEY.
M OPPOSED to the campaign

that is being ~arried on for a
large Army and Navy. It is my
opinion that such a policy will not
keep us irom war. Every nation in
Turope carried this policy to -its
logical conclusion, WAR. Think that
the workers of this country should
prepare against the enemy from
within who are more to be feared than
the enemy from without. Let us pre-
pare for the extension of the eight|.
hour day, to hold it where it has been
secured, to prepare against another
Colorado, West Virginia, Michigan,
etc, We have big questions to settle
at home. These will take all of our
time to prepare for. The cry for a
large Army and Navy is to side track
the real issue. Shall continue to fight
for real preparedness, WORKING
CLASS ORGANIZATION, INDUST-
RIAL AND POLITICAL.

B J. BELL.
VERY Socmhst whether a can-

didate or not, should be against
all militarism and against all pre-
paredness that does not prepare the
working class to defend itself against
the capitalist class.

By VICTOR L. BERGER.

AM opposed to standing armies of

any kind. A standing army is al-
ways the tool of the ruling class.
America at the present time not only
has a standing army, but the worst
kind of a standirfg army, one of hired
mercenaries. Qur national defense
force is mainly recruited from the
“submerged tenth” and is officered by
trained aristocrats.

Our standing army is a standing
menace to our democracy at home,
and is of questionable effectiveness
against any attack from without.

Any nation, class or individual that
is defenseless, however, will soon be
renslaved or cease to exist. All history
i bears witness to this fact. There is no
{known exception.

A nation or a class that wants to
ibecome free, or that wants to stay
free, must have great power of
heswtance It must be prepared to fight
i1’01 its freedom at any tir <
! Docility and non- reqle*ance will
soon reduce any people or any class
to the level of the Chinese and Hin-
dus. Moreover, any man who is un-
willing, or not ready, to fight for his
wife or his daughters, does not de-

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1.)
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A Treacherous Senate

By LINCOLN PHIFER.

“This has gone far enough,” said
Senator Stone. That ended it.

had broken out in the
senate. Under the prodding of the
workers the dirty body actua]ly
criticized the f‘apxtalmts.

Mutiny

A demand was made for an em-
kargo on the shipment of war muni-
tions to Europe. That was the So-
cialist proposition.

It was proposed that Amecricans be
prohibited from going to Europe dur-
ing the progress of the war. That was
a Socialist proposmon.

It was suggested that the govern-
rent, by not warning its citizens to
stay of’f ships carrying war munitions,
was “a party to the murder of its
citizens.”

It was declared that in permitting
American citizens to supply the belli-
gerents with munitions of war, the
American government was “hypo-
critically neutral.”

It was shown that Norway and
Sweden had placed an embargo on
shipment of war munitions. The
United States stood alone in permit-
ing the supplying of the means of
carrying on the struggle.

The senators sqmrmed Their mast-
ers were under fire, and it hit some
of them—in the pocketbook. No
wonder the sernators sought to stop
the free discussion that accused their
own masters.

Not that there was any danger of
the senate really doing anything for
the people. It never did and it never
will. But it was sacrilege to say the
masters were murderers.

Not that it rneant anything ex:
an effort to make the workers bel
their positions had prevailed, and
furnish campaign ammunition in the
fall elections.

Not that there was the least danger
of the sacred exploiters being scotch-

ed. They would have been protected

by the suppression of criticism as
hey were from the industrial com-
mission report. .

Not but that they who have been

swindling America for fifty years in|cj

futmshmg bogus protectlon would

t6 Uncle Sam.

“The debate displayed unexpected
strength for the embargo propagan-
da,” says the press dispatch telling of
it; but the debate was perfectly safe.
Listen:

“It is certain that even should the
senate and house pass such a provision,
it would be promptly vetoed by
President Wilson.” Sure thing. It
was for just such emergencies that
the veto was provided.

Yet why should not the rich be
prohibited from going to Europe, and
%0, thru an occasional death of an
American, making themselves a pos-
sible cause for war and the death of
thousands ?

Why should there not be an em-
bargo on the shipment of munitions
of war to belligerents? They who
permit it admit that it is likely to be-
come the cause of attack from Ger-
many in the future.

We are, thru our government,
deliberately provoking war, and then
demanding a big army and navy for
“protection”. Protection of course of
the scoundrels who are seeking to
provoke the war.

There is money for these {raitors
in selling munitions of war to Europe,
and $hey do not care that it means
the slaughter of millions of Americans
and the destruction of untold wealth.

The selling of munitions to America
tnat they may be protected in their
infamy means money in their pockets,
and they are indifferent to the fact
that it means the death of many
Americans.

The longer the European war lasts
the more money it will be in. their
pockets. The longer it lasts, the
weaker Europe will Le, and the easier
will it fall a prey to them when they
order us to attack.

This is why they are giving of their
millions of blood money in order to
maintain an agitation to forward their
murderous ends in the press of
America, it is why they maintain a
lobby in Washington.

This is why their bought-and-paid-
for papers ridiculed the Ford peace
party. They do not want peace. They
do not want America to go without an
army and navy and escape a war to
conquer them loot. .

Under the law they ought to have
been hung a year ago for the traitors
which they are. But they will not be
even criticised. “This has gone far
enough,” said Senator Stone. That
ended it.

President Wilson is putty in their
hands. Two-thirds of the senate was
bought by them and belongs to them.
alf the house represents them and not
the people. Our own officials are
traitors along with the capitalists.

Congress and presmlent, and editors,
and often preachers, are conspiring
for loot and murder. The workers owsg
no allegiance tv conspirators against
their living and their lives. There is
no patriotism cxcept a war on war
and a fight on the system that Nves

\solely by Jloot.

p]atn iﬁg cl‘. S

business by making things of

the basis of destruction and c

your helplessness.

A GUILTY PROSPERITY, MR. WILSON.

OU IMAGINE it a great thing for vour ndministratien, Mr. Wilson, that the panic is

broken and a few criminals are making fortunes.

But it is a guilty prosperity, Mr. Wilson.

It rests entirely on supplying Eurcope with the means of murdering toilers.

Its hope for continuance lies wholly in being able to induce America to arm and ﬁnally
begin the struggle for world conquest.

There has been no effort whatever on the part of those in control of industry to revive

real value.

This is why you stand for preparedness. This is why the Kansas City Star and other
papers of that ilk stand for preparedness. The masters will end prosperity unless you do and
unless they do. The crimirals in charge of things utterly refuse to revive business except on

onquest.

You have surrendered to-them. Mr. Wilson. [t disgraces you that you have done so. In
doing it you acknowledge that business is stronger than the government.
You have followed the example of your democratic predecessor,

Your glory has departed, Mr. Wilson. You will soon go out, under a cloud.

{

Buchanan, and admit

By GEORGE R.

Militarism Leads Straight
To The Lynching Of Liberty.

KIRKPATRICK.

HY SHOULD a chattel

slave . “prepare”  his

master for defending :anything
monopolized by his master?

Capitalism rests on ignorance

and bayonets.

Capitalistic

“preparedness” is

in the ignorance of the workers
and in the
worker,..

bayonets for the
eunmng shout of |+
38 for prepared-

»Tz guarantee the
"=redness”, as
nlanned by the
hepens and
.’ jgnorance
-ralist~state
glism—al-
¢ 'mder all
;ne furw-

L8 I N
REEAT

swirce growtn

clags mo cmen. of L ihe  rld,
convinced ;) meet o econvinees
the ruling «';uu (nat it must

cither confnse the issue or be
destroyed by the working class;
that it must either -onfuse the

issue or be driven 1 the in-
dustries and leg’ es of the
world hy the creasingly
conscious and self-respecting

working class.

Therefore, confuse the issue;
that is. shout “preparedness”
and call it “patriotism”—and
the old, old trick will be turned
once more against another
generation of the hornv-handed,
gullible six-footers of the work-
ing class.

As long as the working class
can be confused and tricked into
the pitiful attitude and condition
of political infant and intel-
lectual suckling, it will be flat-
tered, crushed and rohbed in
times of peace and flattered,
bled and robbed in times of war.
In the present war, and in the
“next war,” and in the class war
the only thine the capitalist
class sincerely fears, is 2 work-
ing class too cunning to fight for
a civilization which the workers
are shrewdy kept too iznorant
and busy to kcenly, deeply snd
comfortably enjoy;—a workine
class too cunning to bleed itgelf
into pale-faced stuviditv, lick-
ing the boot that kicks it while
it yawps patriotism and wallows
in its own ignorance and pover-
ty, from which ignorance and
poverty the working class can
never escape while the ruling
class is “prepared”.

* * & *

LET US refuse to be confus-
ed.

The supreme war is the class
war.

And the supreme issue is—.

victory for the workers in that
war.

And in this class war why
should a wage-slave ‘‘prepare”
his master for defending the
good things of a civilization
steadily monopolized by his

master who mocks him for his

poverty and ignorance?

I refuse to be confus:od I re-
fuse to build a prison in which
I am to be the despised, ﬂogged
starved and 1gnoranf prisoner.

“Defend our civilization?”

A very handsome phrase in-
deed. But the seductive win-

someness o; the beaut1fu1

biggest, finect,

phrase, “Defend our civiliza-
tion,” does not confuse me—
not in the least. Suppose we
should multiply the profits of
“prosperity” by 10 and suppose
also the workers should then
demand that their wages and
leisure should ke multiplied by
£0 humble a number as 2 so that
they might have leisure and
means for the enjoyment of
“our civilization” -—— then the
workers would swiftly learn, at;
the point of the bayonef
under capitalism, “our civiliza-
tion”

no matter how abundant the
prosperity.

“Defend our c1v1hzatlon"” The
proudly - shows ‘its class power

Srimg etass T every * dest
element of civilization can be
saved, easily saved. The four
best things in
civilization are the science, the
literature, the music and the
fellowship of the world; and the
first three of these are always
fortunately, safe, are absolutely
indestructible under all circum-
stances—they are beyond the
reach of the most fiendish
destroyers. And as for the
fourth element, here mentioned,
fellowship, all wars and the
class war are utterly destructive
of fellowship, the big, deep,
international, human-racial fel-
lowship.

L *

I REFUSE to be confused.

“Defend civilization?” Civili-
zation has been my favorite
study for twenty years, and I
venture to believe that I can
make a more correct and ade-
quate definition of civilization
than any wealth-stuffed snob I
have ever heard of, can make.
Civilization? Certainly. But the
‘profit mongers of :chis country,

*

too stupidly brutish to blush
while they hurrah for their
“banner year of prosperity”’
dripping- with the blood and
tears of crucified Ignorance, too
stupidly brutish to blush while
every five years they conmscript
by poverty five hundred thous-
and daughters of the poor for
the slimy trenches of prosti-
tution, too stupidly bratish to
blush while they sweat two mil-
lion school-age children into pro-
fits, too stupidly brutish to
blush when they beseech high
heaven for more of the same
sort of blocd-stained prosperity

that "

is most distinctly mot in- =~
tended for the working -class— "

very moment the working class|.

_|and iis class defiance to the rul-| .

and civilizatf(‘:n,”—these gold-
)hned saviyer :nd jackals of
£ "1 ation” can not

cr
» fsatin:, for me. Nor
AN \« R moment con-

2 Ny i “l(’ n‘esent crisis in
Sty 4T

G ,/,ation, strong
on- -sor the working
o5& wxhy I shout to all
of zsll the world,

' In the proud
clnss unite and
*ONE, masterq

aour ignorance,

'zhe vast dlf—
t'tish Empire
few Boers
iles from her

m:uzsy Yumplre trying
to ngnt the Jda mnou five thous-
and miles disiatit from her

chief base of supplies and with
a railway connection at that.

* * * *
THE “YELLOW man” is a
bogy-man  with ‘which’ to

profitably frighten Chautauqua
audiences into “uranimous vote
to keep the flag flying” and fight
till long after the last man is
dead in the trenches. And as for
the remainder of the ‘“danger-
of-invasion” argument it hope-
lessly destroys itself by what it
confesses, thus: The several
¢reat Christian countries, men-
tioned as likely to invade our

country, are surely just as
civilized as our own country, and
if we are no more civilized than
they are, then with such splen-
did temptations as Canada,
Mexico,—~and Panama—we are
just as likely to become invaders
as those other “grzut Christian
countries” are. And if all this be
true, then it must also he true
that even the most advanced
portions of the civilized world
are really managed by commer-
cial buccaneers, political pirates,
bond-lusting thieves, a lot of
national and international egg-
suckmg ruffians, all of them
keen for opportumty as marau-
ders’ cunningly masked as
“Christian statesmen and great
business men.” And if this is
the situation why indeed should
the working class have anything
to do with “preparing” these
groups of scoundrels-in-control
for further ruling, robbing and
raping the world?
*x x % »*

“DANGER THAT we shall
become Chinafied?” That is an
argument insulting even to the
mind of a new-born babe.

Give the multitude justice and
everything worth saving will be
safe. And without justice—why
should we arm our unjust mast-
ers to shackle us for another
century of injustice?

A decision for “preparedness”
now will throw the working
class under the boot and fist of
the god of war and of the cap-
italist class—to cringe and
groan, helpless as sheep before
wolves.

1 refuse to be confused.

Look at Europe ard learn
what “preparedness” prepares
féor. Look at Colorado and-Cal-.
umet and West Virginia' and
learn what “preparedness” pre-
pares for. Look also, with very
special care, at -the unholy.
brutality and cunning of the
assassing of the sacred rights of
freédom of chscuq%mn, and you
raost &iively  realize - thmt  the

«rs, for the “‘pre}*a?‘“mss” “of militarism

leads straight on to the lynching

) of liberty.

—

Assemblyman 1. A. Shiplacoff, the
first Socialist Representative in the
New York State Assembly from
Greater New York, was enthusiastical-
Iy welcomed to Albany, the state
capitol, by mora than 500 members of
Socialist and labor bodies of the
.Capitol district in the Clinton Square
theater. Shiplacoff devoted the greater
part of his address to an explanation
of the principles of Socialism and
said he would endeavor to introduce
bills to strengthen the initiative,
referendum and recall; a bill provid-
ing for proportional 1epresentat10n in
the Assembly, behevmg that the 63,-
000 Socialist voters in New York State
are entitled to more than one re-
presentatlve bills favoring the ex-
tension of the workman’s compensa-
tion act to mercantile and municipal
organizations; favoring State and
Federal euzht-hour labor laws, mater-
nity pensions for working women, and
providing for unemployment insur-
ance.

JOIN THE PARTY.

If every person who claims t6 be a
Socialist, would join the party, the
work could be divided and nobody
would get tired.

START THE NEW YEAR BY CIRCULATING THIS PETITION TO CONGRESS!

CUT OUT THE PETITION BELOW AND PASTE IT ON RULED SHEETS OF PAPER. WHEN YOU HAVE FILLED IT OUT SEND
IT TO THE REPRESENTATIVE OF YOUR DISTRICT IN CONGRESS.

2o

flict_which i¢_devastating Europe;

code of human ccenduct; and
fear in the minds of milliecns of

and
weneration by the artificial issue

therefore, be it

Whereas, the people of the United States, while
neutral, canrot be indifferent to the fratricidal con-

Whereas, the longer the war is continued the more
does the codc of physical force replace every other

Whareas, the war has brought about a state of

which menaces the normal development of this nation,
peclouds the real issues which confront. our

‘ against an unvisible and unnamable enemy;

i Whereas, a declaration by the national legislature
of the greatest neutral nation in the world in favor
of an immediate conference of neutral nations will
strenathen the hand of the President of the United
Stales in Lis efforts for international peace; now,

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled that the President of the United States be
ana he is hereby called upon to convene a congress

‘Wa Want Congress To Adopt Rep. Meyer
London’s Plan To End The War In Europe

LONDON’S RESOLUTION BEFORE BOTH HOUSES GI' CONGRESS IS AS FOLLOWS:
of neutral nations, which shall offer mediation to the
beliigerents, and which shall sit in continuous session
until the iermination of the war; and

Be it turther resolved, that it is the judgment of

and

the Senate and

American people,

of “Preparedness”

or independence.

abilities euist.

means

durable peace can be established if the following
principles thall be made the basis of discussion in
said congress of neutral nations:
First—Evacuation of invaded territory.
Secvond—Liberation of oppressed nationalities.
Third-—Plebiscite by the populations of Alsace-
Lorraine, Finland and Poland

Fourth—Removal of the political and civie dis-
abilities of the Jewish people, wherever such dis-

Fifth—¥reedom of the seas.

Sixth—Gradual concerted disarmament.

Sevei:ith—Establishment of an international court
of avbitraiion, with the commercial boycott as a
of punishment for disobedience.

House of Representatives that a

as o0 their allegiance

NAME
1
l

ADDRESS

|
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Candidates

(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2.)

serve to have a wife or daughters.
Any man who is unwilling to fight for
his class or nation, does not deserve
to belong to a class or a nation.
. s & =

1 AM, therefove, in favor of a “pre-
paredness” that shall protect and
unite the bulk of our nation, that is,
the working people. i

For that purpose we must trvain the
bodies and minds of all our young
fclks,—not only those of the few
select who have a chance to attend
academies and universities. We want
all of our people to be able to defend
themselves and the ccmmon weal.

Qur defense must be democratic and
industrial. We want a preparedness
that will develop the faculties of jthe
workers, add to their power of resist-
ance and aid them in their struggle
for existence.

We want to abolish hunger, want

and misery—as a part of this pre-!

paredness. We want comfortable
hcmes and protection in old age and
sickness—as a part of this prepared-
ness. We want healthy and harmoni-
ously educated men and women—able
fathers and mothers—as a part of
this preparedness.

Thus preparedness must hecome a
part of our early education by practic-
ing calisthenics in our common schools
and encouraging outdoor sports from
childhood on, in order to produce
hkealthy men and women. But this can-

riot be all.
* ® ®

. H
WE PROPOSE that the public

school system be made a part of “pre-
paredness” in the following manner:

Every citizen should devote one
year—between 19 and 20 to the service
of his nation. Every citizen--male or
female—may stay at home during the
time, but receive for the service such
pay as will be fixed by congressional
Jepislation. Because this education
must be in charge of the nation and
the nation musi pay for it.

We propose to make the public
school system the center of our coun-
try’s defense. For that purpose a
workshop should be added to every
school district. And every young man
and young woman should be educated
in handling modern tools on wood and
iron. They should learn how to operate
machinery and understand the make-
up of an automobile, an aeroplane or
a machine gun. One year of service
would be sufficient to teach them all
of that and a geod deal more.

This education should congider the
needs and advantages of the respective
districts. But everybody should learn
how to plant a tree, construct a road
or build a bridge. And everybody
should also practice at the target dur-
‘me. Girls should also learn
- aid and comfort to the
aith ard wounded.

2 ® & »

N3O AULK bodied man or woman
shouid pe «gempt from this national
iy 0k account of money, rank or

‘lence would vequire.
y2ur of national service will
me interruption of the task
tory worker, or the clerk in
s and stores—it will teach
siew things and make a
A eitizen of him. It will be
woalient “top-of” to the educa-
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( Here is all the week’s news \vort,hg

NN

'éwhile boiled down for workers so busy

fighting for Socialism they do not have
time to read the daily capitalist papers.
TUESDAY, JANUARY d.
‘Washington reports say Pres. Wilson will
demand unarmed liners be not attacked.
Chicago school teachers mourn for (utharine
Goggin, onc of founders of Teachers’ Federa-
tion, killed hy auto truck. Miss Goggin was
active in fight swainst attempt of big business
interests to desiroy federation.
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3.
HBritish government's compulsory draft bill
introduced in House of Commons. Starts bitter

parliamentary battle. Makes all maler, 18 o

41, bachelors or widowers without children
dependent on them, liable for military service.
Ireland excladed.

burg, West Va.; 40 misasing, |
U. S, Senate gets bill putting embargo on
war supplies to Europe and prohibiting
Americars traveling on :hips of belligerent
nationaiily. !
THURSDAY, JANUARY 6. !

Dr. Charles 1I. Parkhurst, discradited pastor |
of the Madison Squarc Presbytertan Church, -
Brookiyn, shown to have bLeen vice presidemi
of barkiupt American Candy Co.

Byitish House of Commons passes ﬁrst!
reading of government bill for compulsory
military service by vote of 403 to 105.
Organized Jabor in huge congress vigorously
protest against measure by vote of 1,998,0v2
to 783,000. ‘Three labor ministers in rabinet,
Arthur Henderson, William Bracc and George
H. Roberts, resign. General clection predicted.

President Wilson urges alliance of all
countrica in western world in apcech before
second Pan-American Scientific Congress.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 7.

Italian steamer strikes mine on Albanian
coast and rvinks: 200 lives lost. .

Two killed 2nd two hurt in strike at Youngs-
town Shect and Tube Works at East Youngs-

tawn, Chio.
Los Angelcs Rccord declares right to
purchase lLowcr California  was price of

United {Sates’ recognition of Carranza. '
SATURDAY, JANUARY 3.

Ada Rehan, famous actress, dies.

Britich fortifying Suez Cansl to ston raid.
Tu-ks bigin to issue paper moncy. Germans
muzzle Editor Maximilian Harden, of Die
Zokunft, uni’) war’s end. Ford peuce viigrims
reach The Wague.

Ex-President Taft may write this vears
plaiform of Republican Party. i

SUNDAY, JANUARY &, L

Many die in cxplosion of Du Font Powder |
Wo-ks at Cataey's }oirt, N. J. '

Six defendants sn triat of New Haven rail-|
road di.octors freed. Jury disagrees as o
other five including William Rockefeller,;
brother of “John .7 ;

British battleship Fing Edward VIV strikes |
mine and sinks as crew escapes. Dagdanclles
evacui .ed by allies under fire. g

9

' - THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, JANUARY 15 1916.

e e—
——

P;'ty R;férenduin:\—;oi

.Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents.

—
—

ce Views On Militarism and Preparedness

L4
tion of a young farmer. It will have
an immenrsely democratizing influence
upon the college boy, besides giving
him advantages that he could not get
from books. .

Moreover, such preparedness will
absolutely guard the national in-
dependence until such time as we shall
have complete disarmament and
world’s peace by internationai agree-
ment, but it will be useless for ag-
gression. It will protect the working
class against further subjugation and
enslavement at home until all class
distinctions are abolished.

. *¢ & &

THIS kind of preparedness will not

¢nly effectively protect the American
i people against attacks from without,
tut-also against the foes of democracy
i from within, It will forever abolish the
imisuse of public military forces, as
:well as armed private thugs.
' And last but not least this will be
a “preparedness” by the entire nation,
militant and prepared, not by a cap-
italist class or by insidious clerical
forces' arming quietly all kinds of
“knights.” .

In short, I refuse to be carried
away by any hysteria caused by this
world war. We Socialists are more op-
posed to militarism than ever. But
the Socialist party is not for “peace
al any price.” War may be hell, but
there. are some things in this world
worse than “hell.” Real Socialisis ave
willing -to fight them.

By LOUIS B. BOUDI.
AS A revolutionary Socialist, I

am, of course, opposed to Mili-
tarism = under which name it
may happen to parade. WMilitarism
under the name of “Preparedness”
-smells just as foul as under its proper
{name. '

But I do not think we are doing our
entire duty by just opposing Mili-
tarism and Preparedness. The Euro-
pean experiences of the last vear and
a half- have shown that people may
be honestly opposed to Militarism in
times of peace, and yet do the bidding
of this self-same Militarism in times
of war not only readily but even
enthusiastically. .

f we are to escape the fate which
has overtaken the Socialist parties of
most of the warring countries, we
must go to the root of the matter, and
start a vigorous campaign of educa-
tion, designed to teach the working
class of this country the principles of
the class-struggle and to wean it
away from the bourgeois principle of
Nationalism, whose main office now
is to keep the workers of the world
divided into separate groups compet-
ing with each other in times of peace
and slaughtering each other in case
of war.

By LEWIS J. DUNCAN.
HE WORKING class of the United

.® States, in common with their
brothers everywhere, have nothing to
hope for, but everything to fear, in a
national ‘program of - militaristic
character under the specious guise of
“Preparedness” against irvasion by
foreign enemies.

The program submitted to congress
hy the President is clearly and frankly
formulated, in the interests of the em-
ploying class. Every Socialist should
te opposed to it. The Socialist party
has expressed its position on this sub-
iect. T am in accord with the action
of our party. ,

It is not enough, however, to oppose

.| militarism and war. Our platform and

propaganda should be positive and
constructive, along lines which extend
the principles and institutions of
Democracy till they embrace and in-
form the entire industrial organization
of society, and lead to Industrial
Democracy.

This will constitute the most stable
preparation against militarism and
war, the surest guarantee of the
world’s peace.

-

By WINFIELD R. GAYLORD.

HE world-war has proven: (1)

that we live in an historical “war-
zone”; (2) that an effective national
mobilization must include every
national resource and _equipment,
mental, moral and physical, under
highest co-ordination. )

The Socialist Party in the United
States must present ‘a corresponding
Program of Preparedness for Peace
and against War, essentially along
the following lines:

A. MOBILIZATION OF NATIONAL
MORALE.
L. Universal Suffrage; -

2. Adequate Preventive Hygiene

General Wood's Frankness.

By CHARLES W. ERVIN. .

burg last summer, where he conducted a training camp for embryo
officers in the new army, which Congress is going io create shortly.
He had plutes, near-plutes, hope-to-be plutes and upper servants of plutes
under his guiding hand. 'He had them there for something else besides
military training. They were expected to go out from the Plattsborg camp
and arouse “patriotism” among the “common peaple” so that the very
impressionable young, caught with the glitter. and tinsel of a military career,
would become the “privates” for these officers in-the-makine to command.
On December 6th, General Wood made a speech in New York. He inade it
before the New York group of his Plattsburg plutocratic pupils and their
1 professional upper servants. He made it where you might expect he would—
lin a place where the younger sons of plutocracy are wont to gather—the
‘assembly hall of the Harvard Club. The things that he said of regl interest
- to the “common people” were of course not reported in the press. They are,
ihowever, reported in the “Bulletin of the First Training Regiment” which
iis issued in the interest of “The Business and Professional Men’s Military
: Training Camps” and is circulated among that class thruout the United States.
= B *

GENERAL Leonard Wood knows his business. He shoied that at Platts-

GENERAL WOOD made it very clear that the Plattsburg and other

[
\

i
tcamps of this character are designed to train men for officers, not vulgar |:

iprivates. Said the General, “Men trained at the military colleges or non-
{ military colleges, with such training as that outlined in the Harvard course,
or the men who had made the better records at Plattsburg, could be offered
|prov1swnal commissions for one year in the Regular Army. They would
| take no examinations except the physical ones. THEY WOULD HAVE THE
lREGULAR OFFICER’S SALARY WHICH WOULD ALLOW A MAN AT
. THE END OF A YEAR TO SAVE A CONSIDERABLE SUM OF MONEY
LR R THIS IS THE MOST ECONOMICAL WAY OF GETTING
IT IS THE BIG OPPORTUNITY IN TIMES OF PEACE.”

- Note that the officer is to be well paid. So well, that he will be able
“TO SAVE A CONSIDERABLE SUM OF MONEY.” And now read this
statement of General Wood’s about the mere private and non-commissioned
officer. Don’t content yourself with only reading it. Pass it around to

L

| OFFICERS.

be

{powder. Said Wood to his audience of plutes:

“There are two possible solutions of the problem of getting enlisted men
!apd non-commissioned officers; one is either to pay well and have a great
hired army, or to come to some system of general military training. The
first way would be EXPENSIVE beyond one’s wildest dreams. A regular
army plus a trained citizens army would be sufficient for America’s needs.
We will have to realize that in a country where 980,000 men COME OF AGE
each year, some scheme of military education could be worked out by which
the states could bring to the Nation A BOY OF EIGHTEEN with training
of the advanced BOY SCOUT TYPF, with map-reafing ability, und some
ideas of wood craft and RIFLE SHOOTING. We can .do with BOYS of that
type what Australia has done with her’s.”

* * L3

*

THERE IS no doubt in the General’s mind that, the boys of the commeon
people are kred for food for powder as well as food for plunder. There is no
doubt eniher in his mind as to what the Boy Scout movement is intended for.
We admire his frankness even if we do denounce his doctrines of militarism
as damnable and destined, unless the people wake up, to push back THE
DAY of INDUSTRIAL FREEDOM for a century. ’

. The General then proceeded to show how by placing a period of military
obligation between the ages of nineteen and twenty-six an army of 4,500,000
conld be raised. In closing he said his ideas on the subject of military service
could be summe@ up in the statement, “Universal manhood suffrage implies
nqanhood obligatiori”. The General is right, only real red-blooded men would
disagree with him as to what this “obligation” is,

... The “obli;zatlgn” is NOT to submit to-either food for plunder in mine,
mill, shop and railroad for the owning class. or ford for nowder to protect

the robber class in their privilege of plundarige -, - : us. On th
contrary the.“obligation” is to ORGANIZT ' . ¢ ke fro!:n th:
robber class of this country the control -, ~ent and the
industries. .
iraw materials rather than finished . nfinite with
. products of military stores; clean. As
i 5. Universal Military Education, by |: +t, I see no
i publication of General Staff Theories
of Defense, as applied to finance, in- . .
;dustry, agriculture, diplomacy and TN + JEDY.
military practice. | E 4 LY he  eap't
6. Coast Defense of Mine Fields and 0 o e 0% e
Submarines. PAR! § ;upnuniéus
nam- . The tell
1 By GEORGE H. GOEBEL. us Vi Py KT tuy meeet
. B AM absolutely opposed to Militar-|an ""*Vf’.} S af Soreign  foe.
ism. And just as emphatically | The iruih ¢ L oo - that “we”

haVe Al o N
WOrs. enemies huve
trol of the country,
the workine ]
fight somr. .
Asia, buy
crushing
at home.
We sho ' _ steadfastly oppose all in-

~+d and our
* mplete con-
ountry, The business of
188 18. pot to prepare to
“nary foe in Europe or
the real foe that is
‘ght out of us here

aguinst the so-called Preparedness—
which is but-a smooth word to ac-
custom us to the idea of wholesale
blood spilliag.

When a false alarm of fire is raised
in a theatre, it is a calamity indeed
if there be not even one masterful
personality to calm the tumult and
stay the tvagedy of lives crushed out
in the unreasoning. stampede of a
crazed mob!

And just so it is the mission and
duty of every Socialist, and the So-
cialist Party, to set their faces like
flint against the whole damnauie bus-
iness of war, and its hand-maiden,
Preparedness.

mand that the manufacture of am-
munitions of war be taken over entire-
ly by the government. More than that
we should push ‘the battle vigorously
in all parts of the country against low
wages and inhuman exploitation of
labor, against involuntary unemploy-

Let others parlev and use fine|Ment. against bad housing, and had
rhrases. I hold that our business is to | 72nitation in workshops and factories;
make it emphatic that we will have |l short we should wage a more
rone of it. To serve as the clear voice| Vi&0oTous fight than ever before
in the roaring tumult! against capitalism and all its terrible
: R evils. That is the only kind of pre-
! By MORRIS HILLQUIT. paredness that will really henefit the
! AM opposed to “Preparedness”

workers of America.
i ® because Preparedness means Mil-
itarism. I am opposed to Militarism
because Militarism leads to wars
|between nations. T am opposed to
| wars betj\veen nations because they
jchsenre the struggle of the classes,

G. W. KLXTHEGE.

is today in less danger of being
attacked by any foreign foe than it
has been for a long time past. But the

read by as many as you can reach who might be tempted to become food for |

creases in the army and navy and de-

By
NDOUBTEDLY ike United States |

the private detective agencies while
the miners are unarmed, at the same
instance passes a disfranchisement
law making filing fees so high as to
strangle working class political effort.
Thus we have armed thugs to keep
wages down and venal politicians to
keep filing fees up. Thus are .our bread
rights invaded. And now to defend
against a foreign foe that does not
even rémotely threaten, we are asked
to sanction and create further
strength for a military despotism
which shall be, not in our control but
for our control. :

By 1. 8. McCRILLIS.
AM NOT o pacifist. I am not

“for peace at any price”.

It is conceivable that we workers
may be forced to use other than in-
tellectual weapons to free ourselves,
If so, so bhe it, but LET US FREE
OURSELVES. If so, then force must
be organized but it should he of, for
and by the werkers, and not of the
workers, for and by the capitalists.
Militarism is but a phase of cap-
italism. 1t is its ultimate working
mecthod. As the parent is autocratic in.
spirit so also is the child in method.
As Socialists we fight the parent. We
must of necessity fight the child. We
are in capitalism but not of it, yet
because we are in it we are swept
along, living from and suffering by
capitalism,

Only by a widespread knowledge of
what capilalism is can we escape its
evils. To the many this knowledge
comes- only in the hard, bitter school
of experience. .
I - While in the past this nation has
tavoided in 2 large (degree the latest
developments of this phase of capital-
isin, because the many lack knowledge
it is to pass thru it now. We. who
know ill suffer with them, yet as
Socialists our duty and function- is
nene the less clear-—we must protest
with every ounce of. power and intel-
igence, we must hold up the ideal that
the circle of light may be widened
and knowledge increased.
IMPERIALISTIC politics and their

logical outcome: militarism and
“military preparedness”, serve but one
purpose: to strengthen the Capitalist
Class in its unceasing and greedy
strife for raore markets, more profits,
more means of safeguarding markets
and profits already gotten.

The Socialist Party serves but one
purpose: to strengthen the revolution-
ary class-power of the Working Class
in its unceasing efforts to overthrow
the capitalistic order of preduction
and distribution and to bring about
the Co-operative Commonwealth.

There can be 1.0 compromise between
the workingmen and the capitalists.
There can be no compromise between
the policies of the working mép’s par-
ty and of the capitalist parties. No
Socialist can consistently advocate the
principles of social revolution and at
the same time - give his support,—
directly or indirectly,—to militarism,
the most powerful agency used by the
capitalist ciass in order to crush the
uprise of the working class.

———

By C. E. RUTHENBERG.
ILITARY preparation is a phen-
omena of capitalism. It may be
necessary to its existence, just as are
unemployment and exploitation, but
no Socialist argues that because
capitalism cannot exist without ex-
pioitation and unemployment that we
should cease our opposition to these.
On the contrary, we concentrate all
our forces in the attack upon un-
employment and exploitation and
cadeavor to show the possibility of
eliminating these evils by a new
organization of our industrial forces.
Preparedness helongs to+the same
category. 1t may be necessary to
capitalism, but that is not our pro-
blem. It is our work to show that it
is a fruit of an industrial system based
upon production for profit, with all
that that implies in the shape of com-
petition with the capitalists of other
nations, and to oppose it with all our
power. If we compromise with cap-
italism at this point it will open the
way for greater compromise.
I am unalterably opposed to militar-
ism and preparedness in all its forms.

By SANTERI NUORTEVA.

By KATE SADLER.
Y POSITION as a Socialist on
Capitalist preparedness is to con-
tinue to oppose thru agitation, educa-

lenfeeble the workers physically and
‘morally, and retard the progress of
ithe Socialist movement.

i T realize that the modern cupitalist

industrial plutes and pirates were! tion, and organization, the whole
never more anxious to pile 1p profits | bloody busﬂmess of Capitalism.

and plunder. They are always- willing |  Bloody Europe was prepared, trust
to subject the workers to greater ex- | the masters for that, Did the veachings

and nationalism. I oppose the effort
to'introduce the spirit of military dis-
cipline into the naticnal and inter-
national Socialist movement for the
benefit of a bureaucracy of officehold-
ers or officeseckers in suppression of
democracy. .

By J. W. SLAYTON.
I AM opposed to Militarism, and to
its entire program of “Prepared-
ness”, so loudly being called for by
our industrial masters.

I do not thirk they fear  invasion
from without kut a fully justified
revolution from within, and it is to
suppress ihat that they want military
“preparedness”, a huge army and
plenty of ammunition. That and the
profits that will accrue from making
the furnishings.

“A standing military force, with an
overgrown executive, will not long be

of defense against foreign danger
have been always the instruments of
tyranny at homc. Among the Romans
il was a standing maxim to excite
war whenever a revolt was apprehend-
ed. Thruout all Kurcpe the armies
kept up under the pretext of defend-
ing, have enslaved the people. It is

situation where no alarms of external
danger could tame the people to the
domestic yoke.”
(James Madison.)
The application is so plain, the facts
so plain, the lesson 5o clear that I

need only say, I agree.
Iirreconcilably opposed to militar-

ism. I regard it as the most pres-
sing duty of American Socialists to-
day to vigorously oppose the sinistex
attempt to commit this nation to
militarism under the misleading title
of “preparedness”. It should be our
great endeavor to create in the masses
a hatred of militarism in all its forms;
to oppose to the growing militaristic
psychology, the psychology of inter-
nationalism and proletarian solidarity.

I am not a non-resistant, and can
veadily conceive of conditions which
would lead me to fight. For example,
to resist and repel actual invasion by
a barbarian horde would be the duty
of a Socialist commonwealth. But I
insist that the United States is safer
from attack from any quarter of the
world than at any time in her history.
For the present, and for some years
to come, we are absolutely free froin
any danger of attack. Therefore, the
proposal to saddle us with a heavy
military burden is indefensible from
every point of view. We must fight it
to the uttermost.

By JOHN M. WORK.

I AM OPPOSED to all phases of

militarism and so-called prepared-
ness. Economic justice is the only pre-
paredness that will reach the spot. We
should reveal the causes of war and
the ' fact that military preparedness
will be totally unnecessary if these
causes are removed. Meantime, attack
is not at all likely, and temporary loss
in case of attack would be better than
to inject the poison of militarism into
the blood of the people.

We should also reveal the causes of
the present frantic clamor for alleged
preparedness. With our peace program
.as a basis, we should prosecute a
vigorous campaign and endeavor to
crystallize the peace sentiment of the
country under our banner.

For Executive Secretary

By ADOLPH GERMER.
BRIEFLY stated, I am opposed to

what is euphoniously called “Pre-
paredness”. There is far less danger
of an invasion by a foreign foe than
by the American Plunderbund. We
should oppose everything that smacks
of militarism. Teach the art of Peace
rather than the “art” of War.

But, if the people INSIST that there
MUST be a military organization,
then:

First: Let every able bodied man
between ecighteen and forty.five get
one month’s training each year with
full pay by his employer.

Second: Democratic selection of all
officers.

Third: Each such soldier to retain

By JOHN SPARGO.
AM NOW, as I have always been,

the government, in his home.

Fourth: The government tc make
‘21l munitions.
| Fifth: No part of the military force

its working class into attacking an
unarmed people. If “our” country had
no army and no navy whatever, “we”
would he absolutely safe from hostile
invasion. -

War may be inevitable under cap-
italism, but the continuation of cap-
italism is not inevitable.

The capitalist system is rolten ripe
{or revolution.

It will collapse as
ready.

Let us prepare.

Stop frittering away our strength
on “reforms”.

Educate and organize for the pur-
pose of revolution.

Educate the working. class to with-
stand the pollution of the prostitute
Press and hypocritical politicians,
“patiriotic” (for profit).

Unite into One Griecat Political Par-
ty. Organize into One Big Industrial

<

quick as we are

safe companions to liberty. The means ; Union. Train both arms to strike as

one,

Let us prepare right and we ean
refuse to fight our fellow workers and
the day they order us into inter-
national hutchery we’ll light the fires
of a revolution that will sweep from
continent to continent and herald the

his fire-arm with a least two-hundred | X
rounds of ammunitior, furnished by

dawn of world-wide working class

perhaps questionable whether the best emancipation.
concerted system of absolute power|
in Furope could maintain itself in a°

By WALTER LANFERSIEK.
AM opposed to military prepared-
ness.

'

By €ARL D. THOMPSON.
AM absolutely and with all my

I might opposed to the ' present
militaristic propaganda that is going
under the name of “Preparedness”. 1
feel that the Socialist Party should use
its- utmost wisdom, tact and power in
combatting it.

This, however, is negative. The best
way to combat any of the evils of
capitalism is to put forward some-
thing better, something that supplants
the evil and makes it impossible. And
we have in our national party pro-
gram and in the international program
the greatest and the most inspiring
constructive task in human history.
I refer especially, of course, to our
program for the development of a
federation of nations, a sort of United
States of the World with an inter-
national congress and court, universal
disarmament and the erection of the
World International. While fighting
“preparedness” let us urge forward
the International.-

~ ORGANIZATION NOTICE.

All socialist and radical boys’ or-
ganizations such as the Socialist
kouts, Boy Pioneers, Y.P.S.L
Juniors, Young Marxists, Boys’
Senior S8.8.8. classes, and indepen-
dent groups are urged to send in the
name and address of their Secretary
and Organizer at once. Informatior
regarding their plan for organization,
origin, nature of activit’
be appreciated, as will
ideas regarding the for.
national = organization .
Leagues ander the ban®
Y.P.S.I. How would
operative Comradeship
“Boy Comrades” for shor
a name? Send all comm-
the Young People’s Dep.
Office Socialist Party, 80
son St., Chicago, Il

SOME OF OUR PREMIUMS FOR LISTS OF
SUBSCRIBERS.

OUR NOVELTY KNIFE for a club of 16
subscribers at 25 cents each. A REAUTIFUL
SOCIALIST PENNANT for a club of 8 mem-
bers at 25 cents each.

YOU CAN GET THE KNIFE AND PEN-
NANT BY SENDING IN A CLUB OF.20
SUBSCRIBERS.

The above are premiums that are proving
nost popular with our comrades. Write for
a SUBSCRIFIION BLANK and during your
spare time wolicit for subscriptions., and you
will be surprised how many you will get with
but little ctfort.

BUSH CAR

6-Pass., 32 H.P.

FREE

Delco
Electric
Starter

and
Lights P
Bush Special
AND AGENCY FOR YOUR TERRITORY
82 Horsepower—112 Wheelbase—Weston-Matt Full-Float.
ing Rear Axle) Demountable Rims-— Hyatt Bearings
——gxxi’l‘lreu—belco Starting and Lighting System -
Extra Rim—O: n Top — Ci Eq

FREE CAR AND AGENCY

es! you can get this car and the agency FREE. Get
ready for big 1916 business, 1916 models now rendy‘ fot
delivery, There 18 big money made selling Bush Curs.
Get your territory now. Addressa card {or partioulare
at once, to me personally. J. H. BUSH, President
Write today. Department pu=t .

Bush Motor College, Inc.
Sush Bullding, N. Clark and Chicago Avenus, Chicego, th

| just deserts, to secure a dependable
tindustrial army;
Steamer sinks in Ohio River near Parkers- '

ang L\I/l{i(rlrl\(f)l(‘]lec],ing of Kducational zystém based oa international rivalry
;System, for Social Welfare Training: im‘x't 1?"3@? mff;“et"; and "‘%‘_. th?
i Ricopran, 1 mivanee, o <, 1L, Wdeveloped oo
Urganized Labor’s vesponsibility and jjove’ thay it is the jart of Socialists
;to support these tendencies.
' I hold that wars like many other
jevil outgrowths of capitalism can be
checked by enlightened and determin-
ed mass opposition, and that it is the
drty of the Socialists to lead in such

?

5. Abolish Secret. Diplomacy, with
ite lies and spies;

6+ Repudiate protection of foreign
concessions, the principal demand for
a big navy. " opposition.
B. MOBILIZATION OF NATIONAL! I have learned from the sad lesson

PRODUCTION. iof Europe that when the war furies

1. Completion of Postal Savingsikveak loose they are apt to carry
Bank System; leverything before them. including the

2. Nationalize Transport and Com- ! Socialist and izhor movements, but
munications Equipment; rthat is an added reason why the So-

3. Nationalize Mines, Foresls and . ciulists shonld oppose all prenarations
Water-Powers; for war while there is yet time.

4. Nationalize Food Storage and!

Manufacture; |- By FRFD E. IRISH.
5. Nationalize Manufacture of Che-: REPLYING to the request of the.
micals. | 88 National Executive Committee:

C. MOBILIZATION O MILITARY that all candidates for President,.
FORCES AND MATERIALS. Vice-President, Executive Committee
1. Nationalized Merchant Marine, tojand Exccutive Secretary express!

furnish loyal and efficient naval!their views on Militarism and P:'e-!f N addition to being a crandidate |
recruits, with officers, and ships ready ‘ paredness, | wish to say that I doubt|fo the national "X‘T‘T"&W(‘f rom-
for war equipment; if mine would be considered fit for|Mittee, is also a candidate for {he

2. Permanent Defense Army of
500,000, with definite service term;
employed on public-‘werks; at civilian

publication weie I to express them in
the English at my command.
Briefly, I wish to say that I am en-

ploitation, if that he possible, and
perfectly willing {0 sacrifice the
worker’s lives if they can thereby
gain more power. President Wilson in
his last message to Congress stated

as plainly as it could be stated, thut;

those who enlist in the army do so for
the benefit and protection of the em-
ployers of the country. The program

of the Party prepare the Workers for
the inevitable struggle of groups of
Capitalists for commercial supremacy
tand the part the workers should as-
’sume towards it? No.

Let us not te deluded by similar
subterfuges, we have nothing to gain
by adyocating and supporting meas-
ures necessary to the safety and

to be called into service by the gov-
ernment during strikes nor aggres-
sive wars against other nations.

Sixth: This military :nirrangement
shall displace all present military
forces.

p show this standard high
A grade 42 key fully visible
typewriter to your friends
and let them see wherein
other $100
by doing this

By L. E. KATTERFELD.
OT A dollar for war, not a man

bt excells -n;
typewriter, |
other lmﬁl ase
sistance, you could easily earn one

renderin

to keep as your own? Then t card
or letter to-us simpiy Bay, Safuil Partioiare PO

of socalled preparedness is “Snpecial |furtherance of Capitalists interests.
Privilege” ‘r&a({i"ﬁng out in gr())ﬂ.(-:gi Thru the ahility of those able to
greater oppression and thus reap %rite and juggle words we theught to
creater triumphs; it i5  militarism | abhor War, then to cxcuse and now,
trying to raize its hydra head andunder the sublerfuge of preparedness,
rule with terrible and fyrranous hand.; how long before we cmbrace.

Tt is the world’s worker's most fear. |  Shall we prepare and drill like good
ful fee. They should fight it every inch i"]*“’?" to fight for certain groups to
of the way with every ounce of their dominate us or organize to overthrow
strength until it is driven back into!the whole bloody business of imperial-

for militarism, not an ounce for
capitalist *“‘preparedness” while wage
slavery existas. )

The ruling class will use all military
powers to prolect profits and suppress
the workers, Every gun we make will
be turned agoairst us. B

I am therefore opposed to all mil-
itary “prepavedness”, whether the
murder machinery is made in govern-

WOO0DSTOCK TYPEWRITER CO.,Dept. 1-148 Chlcago,ill,
REB “0"‘ 1f you want, for self or
friends, 'a paper that

cembats gll religious dogma send 50c¢
for eae and get
subscriber AGH“ST'G the hotlest
paper published. Dou't delay. Send
today.

its lair and there dashed to death.

Teace and ]n'osrerity for the people

can come only by thus destroving it

and establishing in its place co-
cperation and equal justice for all.
Bvy ARTHUR LESUEUR.

OTE. -— Comrade  LeSuenr,

in

presidential nomination, undes which
heading his statement. on militarism
and “preparedness” will be found.

pay; with military organization, drill
and equipment; having full political
rights (to promote mobilization ex-
perience of staff officers, reduee un-
employed army, and increase pro-
duction capacity, offsetting military
cxpense);
' 3. Enlarged Corps of Trained Mil-
itary Officers, employed with per-
manent defense army in productive
cccupationg after training.,

4. Government Plants for Munitions
lanr “acture, and accumulations of

tivrely and unqualifiedly opposed to
the whole military organization and.
program, as developed by President
Wilson in his message to Congress.
As a member of the working class, I
have absolutely no interest in the
wars of capitalism, no quarvel with a
single worker in all the whole wide
world and positively refuse. to bear
arms or use them except in defense of
my own class interests.

1f this leads to a brick wall and a

By ANNA A. MALFY.

HILE the. jingoes are ccying up

the dangers from German im-
perialism, the guns of capitzlism in
Wilkes-Barre are trained, not upon
the strike but npon the workers’ right
to strike. The courts, having hludge-
oned and looted the hatters, now
direct their attack against the silver
workers. In West Virginia, the gov-
ernment that, at the instance of the

firing squad, why well and good. At coal operators, deputizes the thugs of

Vistic capitalism.

! By HERMAN SCHLUETER.
i | AM ovposed to any kind of Militar-
i ® jsm. My program in this respect is;
to the ruling system not a man and
‘rota dollur.

By A. M. SIMONS,
OPPOSE all phases of militarism
and all prepavation for war be-

tween capitalist natiors, The entrance
of this nation into armament com-
petition means that this war will end
only in a truce leading to other wars.
But if the American ruling class is not
permitted to arm it must work for
international disarmament. I oppose
using the Socialist Party to defend
militarism anywheve and see in such
attempted use one of the main excuses
for the militarist sentimert among
American Socialists. The Socialist
Party -should stand for internation-
alism and disarmament and give its

2id internationally to those Socialists
in each nation who.oppose gailitarism’"l

~ PAPER
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ment owned or private plants.

No government foday could goad THE CRUCIBLE, G

1330 1st Ave., Seattle.

WORKMEN'S SICK AND DEATH BENEFIT FUND
or 'J»‘ﬂE KINIT]ET) {i’»l‘}’l‘»l‘}% f)l" A{\»Z\I!EFI(JA

Table Showing Status of the Soviety at the End of Years stated. in o Year Periods
At End of| NUMBER OF MEMBERS r, Amonnt, at Benefits Paid Sinee Orgapization ;‘ Auount Saved

Y T Nen | Woman | ik and Aocident | Death /10 (b Roers
1885 | 116 —— ' . $525.90 $150.00 © ———
1890 | 2919 252 0 3501457 360000 $6,062.57
1895 | 10,992 1924 ;  310,846.07 7558100 ' 3525538
1900 | 21,616 | 4,123 | 1,002,398.32  233,731.35 | 89,773.35
1905 | 28470 5,912 | 1962,960.52  58T.740.96 220,323.38
1910 | 37,743 | 7,524 3.236,004.12  1,087,845.77 - 138,501.72
1913 | 42,344 8,022 - 4,119,132.13 1,468,273.25 ' 774,453.98

For further Inform.
ation write to

Workmen's Siek & l)&ii;li-l‘%énéﬁt»F'llnd Entrance on 7Lh S,
No. I. THIRD AVE..
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XECUTIVE DEPT.

WALTER LANFERSIEK, Secretary

A~ A

National Executive Committee:
JAMES H. MAURER, 1355 N. 1llth St.,
Reading, Pa.
ADOLPH GERMER. Mount Olive, Til.
GEORGE H. GOEBEL, 11 Bridge St., New.

ark, N. .J.

EMIL SEIDEL, 1154 Twentieth St., Mil-
waukee, ise. .

ARTHUR Le SUEUR; Fort Scott, Kans.

~

S SR NS
_Address all communications to The So-
cialist Party, 803 West Madison St., Chi.
cago. Address all mail to departments
and not to individuals. Make remittances
payable to the Socialist Party.
e e e e e
Matter for publication in the oficial
columns of The American Socialist must
be on file in the National Office by the
Monday preceding the date of issue.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS.
IALLOT FOR ELECTION OF VRESIDEN.
TIAL CANDIDATES AND PARTY
OFFICIALS.

The (ollowing is a lete list of
.nces and declinations recvived in the National
)ftice up to the time of preparing the ballot,
fan. 4, 1916, A complete lst of all nomin-
wions was published in_ The American So-
‘ialist Dec. 23, 19156. Those eligible whose
wames do not appear -in the following lists,
1ave not been heard fron, and the number
s too great to permit re-printing.

Ballots were shipped to the State Secvetaries
m l:n- before January l0th. Vote closts March
"0th.

t

ACCEPTANCES.
For Presicential Candidate.
Allan L. Beunson, Yonkers, N. Y.: Arthur
LeSueur, Fort Scott, Kans.; James H. Maurer,
Reading, Pa.

For Vice-Presidential Candidate.
George R. Kirkpatrick, Newark, N. &.: Kate
Richards O’Hare, St. Louis, Mo.

For National Executive Committee.

Adam Barth, Tacom, Wash.; S. E. Beards-
ly, Shelton, Coun.: W. J. Bell, Tyler, Tex.:
ctor L. Berger, Milwaukee, Wisc.; Ella
ceve  Bloor,  Columbus, Louis B.
Boudin, New Yurk City, N.-Y.: H. G. Creel,
COklashoma City, Okla. ; Lewis J. Duncan, Butte,
Mont.” Wm. L. CGarver, Independence, Mo.;
Winfield R. Gaylovd, Milwaukee, Wis.: George
H. Goebel. Newark, N. J.:; Job Harriman,
l.os Angeles, Cal.; Morris Hillquit, New York
Citr, N. Y.; Dan Hogan, Huntington, Ark.:
I'rel W. Holt, Oklahoma City, Okla.;: Frea
E Irish, Woodfords, Me.; John C. Kennedy,
Chicago, 1ll.; G. W. Kleihege, Lawrence,
Kanas.; 1. Latimer, Minneapolis, Minn.;
Arthur "LeSncar, Fort Scctt, Kans.; I, S,
McCrillis, DesMoines, Ia.; .Anna A. Maley,
New York City; Senteri Nuorteva, Fiichburg,
Nass.; Wm, A. Frosser, Pittsburg, Pa.; C. E,
Ruthenberg, Cleveiand, O.. Kate Sadler, Mil-
weukie, Ore.; Herman Schlueter, Now York
City, N. Y.; A. M. Siinons, Milwaukee, Wis.:
J. W. Slayton, Pittzburg, Pa.; John Spargo,

Old Benninston, Vt.: John M. Work, Chi-
cazo, L
For National Executive Secretary.

Adolph Gesiner, Mount Olive, It,; L. E.
hatterfeld, Everctt, Wash.; Walter Lanfer-
sick, Chicago, Ill.; Carl D. Thompson, Chi-
o, ML

DECLINATIONS.
For Presidential Candidate.
Victor T Berrer, Milwavkee, Wis.: Eugene

V. Debs, Terre Haute, Ind.; Adolph Germer,
Iount  Otive, Itl.; George R. Kickpatrick,
Newark, N. J.; Charles ldward Russell, New
Yerk City, N. Y.; Emil Seid2l, Miiwuukee,
Wis.; Seymour Stedman, Chicago, [li.; Fred
D. Warren, Giraed, Kans.; J. Stitt Wilson,
Berkeley, Cal. )

For Vice-Presidential Candidate.

Al an L. Beason, Yonkers, N. Y.. Victor L.
T SN {rank Bohu, Bronx,
‘Mount Olive, IlL.;
'ity, N. Y.: Arthur
.: Charles Edward
- Emil Seid(e}lk.. Mil-

| Seconded

issued by the Zimmerwald conference. First
published, Nov. 27, 1915.)

Seconded by Central, Seattle, Wash.

BY OSWEGO, KANS.: (Proposing that the
National Office be located at Fort Scoti, Kahs.
st published, Dec. 18, 1915.)

Seconded by: Floydada, Tex.; Canton, Ill.

BY BATTLE CREEK, MICH.: (Proposing
that the National Executive Committee also
constitute the National Campaign Committee:
and that the Information Department be ye-
tained under the direclion of the I'xecutive
Secretary. First published, Dec. 18, 1915.)
by: Asbheville, N. C.; Canton, Il
Omaha, Nebr.

BY OMAHA, NEBR.: (Proposing that witn
eech application Tor membership in the party,
an admission fee of 35c vver and ubove regular
cost of initiation be charged for a subseription
to The American Socialist. First published,
Dec. 25, 1915.) Seconded by Xenia, O.

BY JEWISH BR., DOWN TOWN, NEW
YORK: (Proposing an cndorsement of the
Zimmerwald conference. First published, Jan.
1,];1316.) Seconded by Elizabeth, W. Va.
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Letters from “American Socialist” Readers

RULES FOR THIS DEPARTMENT.

The National Ci ittee of the 8
Party in providing for an Open Forum
in The American Socialist ruled that:

“Recommendation No. 6.~An open forum
to contain communications from party
mqmben or organizations on disputed
points of party policy, views and tactics.
No personal attacks or abuse or intemper-
ate language shall be allowed. No commu-
nication in the Open Forum shall exceed
500 words.” ~

_Contributors to this department will fa-
cilitate matters considerably by caretully
observing this rule.

solint

NO. 1, LA CROSSE, WIS.: (Pr Y
to amend the National Constitution by strik-
ing out Article 6 of Section 2. First published,
Jan. 1, 1916.)

nded hy: Ft. Worth, Tex.; Elizabeta,
W. Va.; Asheville, N. C. :

EXPIRED REFERENDUM.
By Local Orange, Mass.

“Fhat the National Executive Committee
be recalled, because of its failure to support
the Ngtional Secretary in the Thompson-
Korngéld controversy, and its departure from
Socialigt priaciples in holding secret cessions
aud plotting to- hold persons in position con-
trary to the best intcrests of the party.”

10 members in good standing.

Published for seconds, Oct. 9, 1916, Ex-
pired, Jan. 17, 1916,

Seconded by: Finnish Branch, Seaf:tle.
Xash.. 150; Finnish Branch, Lanesville,
ass., 72.

Total membcnlﬂl; in good standing, 232.

' COMMENT ON PENDING MOTIONS.
On Motion No. 35.

Amendment to Motion No. 34, providing
that the National Committee g0 on record as
being opposed to ‘‘Preparedness’.

WATTLES: I don’'t believe we can con-
istent! prepared and advoéate the
government ownership of munition plants.
There is no ditference 1 principle between
profits taken from privately owned munition
plants and profits taken from government
owned plants. I hope the National Committee
doesn’t compromise on this question.

IRISH: 1 am unable to see any difference
between entering the pearly gates thru the
medium of an explosive bullet manufactured
at cost in a government plant or crossing.'.he
Great Divide under the convoy of a cm:tndge
which has yielded a profit to some capitalist.
The result to my class, as a class, is the same.

From the days of Appius Claudius to the
present year of grace, the policy of turning
the skill of the workers to the manulacture
of implements of war has been employed with
all the cunning and genius of the military

plete undoing of labor. 3

STREIFF: I am voting “NO” on Motion
35 as it seems to me that the motion Itseil
is inconsistent. Either we.are for “Miltary
Preparedness” or we are against it. If we
take the stand against ‘“Preparedness” then
we should also oppose the manufacture of
arms and munitions by the government.

If we believe in ‘“Military Preparedness”
there might be a little advantare to the tax-
payer and the workers in munition factories
to have government ownership instead of
private ownership in the manufacture of in-
struments of murder. The slave zains nothing
bv the government manufacture of war
material.

McCRILLIS: Motion 30 was in order as a
‘recommendation only, and should be so con-
strued. There is no authority in the con-
stitution for the N. C. to initiate refcrendums
to the membership except during regular or
special meetiags, ¥ believe. However, I believe
the motion by Katterfela was right-in spirit,
and should have been referred to the member-
ship in the form it was made. I sought to
have it initiated by my local in the regular
way but not being present when it was con-
sidered it was modified and failed of seconds.

There is no valid reason for reconsidering
the action of the committee and no end to
be gained.

ALLEN: I am opposed to preparedness to
murder—or to be murdered. Motion No. 36
puts on record “opposing military rrepared-
ness and-nll plans for army und navy in-
crease”. GOOD. WOULD BE BETTER i{f the
PARTY MEMBERSHIP was DECIDING. The

N " o irard, Kans.? Ben
v wtitt Wiison, Berke-
L «. as Mills, Berkeley,

<cutive Committee.

A Mawr, Pa.; Allan L.

.y eta L. Berger,
s.ank Bohn, New York
litv, N. Fraus Bostrom, Ta:oma Wash.:
W. M. Braadt, St. Louis, Mo.; Otto ¥. Bran-
stetter, Chicao, M.: John A. Currie, Okla-
homaa  City, Okla.: Eugene V. Debs. Terre
Haate, Ind.; John De Qurr, Los Angeles, Cal,
Adolf Dreiluss, Chicago, 1ll.: J. I.ouis Eng-
dabl, Chicagn, 1ll.; George Alian England,
Pryant’s Poad. Me.; G. G. Hamilton, Okla-
hema City, Okla.: Ellen Hayes, Wellesley,
Muass.;  Robert Hunter, Noroton Heights,
Conn.: L. . Iatterfeld, Everett, Wash.:
Charles H. ¥e*r, Chicaxzo, Ill.; Geovge R.
Kirkpatrick, Newark, N. J.; Ralph Kcrngold,
Chicago, N1 ; Walter Lanfersiek, Chicaro, 1il.;
Algernon Lee, New York: City, N. Y.; Lpdwig
loore, New VYork City, N. Y.; Caroline A,
lowe, Fort “cott, Kans.; Duncan McDonald,
Springfield. 111.; Charles. A. Maurer, Keading,
Fa.; James 1l. Maurer, Reading, Pa.; Patrick

Nagle, Kingfisher, Okla.: Frank P. O’Hare,
St. Louis, Mo.: Kate Richards O’Hare, St.
Louis, Mo.: James Oneal, Bostoa, Mass.;

Charles Edward Russell, New York City;
Y.: Shenpard, Fort Scott, Kans.: HJ
Sirelair, Okluhoma City, Okla.; Upton Sin-

clair, Gulfpoct, M‘:'.“S.; Charles P. Steinmetz,

N.
M

Schenectaay, N. Y.: Gustave A. Strebel,
Syracuse, N. Y.: Fr:xd G. Strickland, Dayton,
O : Carl D. Tiaompson, Chicago, 1l.: H. V.

Tyler, Wew
Milwaukee,
City, N. Y.:
Mich. : Fre

Castle, Pu.: Ernest Untermann,

3.; Joshua Wanhope, New York
-ph Warnock, Harbor Springs,
). Warren, Girard, Kans.; W. H.
Wayland, Girard, Kuans.: J. O. Welday, Okla-
Fema City, Okla.; Bouck White, New York
City, N. Y.; Ben Wilson, Berkeley, Cal.; J.
ctitt Wilson, Berkeley, Cal.; Walter Thomas
Mills, Berkelay, Cal.

For National Executive Secretary.

Victor L. Berger, Milwaukee, Wis.: Frank
Lobn, New York City, N. Y.: Eugene V. Debs,
‘lerce Haute, Ind.: Theodore Debhs, Terre
Huute, Ind.; Arthur LeSueur, Fort Scott,
Kans.; Kate Richnds O'Hare, St. Louis, Mo.;
Jomes Oneal, Boston, Mass.: Robert Ringler,
Reading, Pa.: Charles Edward Russell, New
York City, N. Y.; C. E. Ruthenberw, Cleve-
lund. O.: Emil Seidel, Milwaukee, Wisc.: H.
M. Sinclauir, Ok'aboma City, Okla : Upton
Sinclair, Gulfport, Miss.: John C. Kennedy,
Ghicago, 1iL.; Ralph Korngold, Chicazo, 1Il.;
YTred D. Warren, Girard, Kans.: J. Stitt Wil-
2;\]);!, Berkeley, Cal.: John M. Work, Chicago,

I"roposed National Referendum.
By Local Omaha, Nebr.
Proposed amendement to the Constitution of

the Hocialist Party:
Avticle 11, Section 7. Any member of the
Soeializt I'arty wbo shall advorate war or

suppord it in any way rhall be expelled from
the purty, and no applicant for membership
~tall he accepted who advocates or supports
war.
Comment.
Boeialists  are  verv  generall$
» Socinlists of Kurope have erred
in theis aitibade toward the war ragine there.
The zacadment suggestea  is an cffort  to
avoid the mistake of our comrades across the
/ ntic. By prevewliug any support ol eap-
i B war in our «wn yonks we cun present
an univoken front ta militavism and possibly
Leen this eounivy Gow being invelved in war.
P10 members in good standing,
Published for wecond o Jan, 15,

Ntcvioon
azreed the

1916,
HECONDS TO SGIPERENDA
Received SHince  Dast Publication.
Nth WARD, POTIST BRL, CHICAGO,
(Uropocinge oo amendment to the eon-

War o)
ot unsoeial-
~oexpelled {rom  the
[ R S e |

L Clicero, Lt Polisn
. Dy Maines, las;
. Mich.
T, WASH,  (Pro
n-titution by lowerine
weoming candidates
s’ o one year
. First published, O
anled by Fimnich B, Gardn

;‘.nn‘df.‘fl hy : Jtalion 7
T, Titt-bwe, o
Pohuh West ide,

rontinued v
LNy

. Noo L, StiL: (FProposine:
i e olintion, t nublished, Oct.
' ‘15 Seconded by: Lith., Des Moines,
iith., New Rensiungton, JPa.: Bayview,

{\u..h.
BY MARION €O, IND.: (Proposing an
endorsement of the proclamation or manifestn

" Juteovnts due them- -Cl G,

then makes mionkeys of us by favoring
the preparedness whose murdering wachinery
is made in government plants—without profit.
1f we are opposed to ALL PLANS—why tavor
SOME PLANS? If the masters can carry
PREPAREDNESS, they can carry PRE-
PAREDNESS for FROFIT, for that is WHY
they want PREPAREDNESS. I apologize for
insulting the monkeys and vote “NO”.

DEMAREST: This motion is inconsistent.
It proposes that we go on record as being
opposed to ALL plans for the ‘increase in
military or naval preparedness and at the
snme time proposes that the government shall
build all battleships, armaments and supplies.
The private construction of materials of war
is an_incident and not the direct cause T
war. The machinations of the armament trust
weculd naturally pe brought out by acting on
the original 'notion. Government construction
of all war material alone, will not rescue us
from the militury mania now tkweeping over
the world. N

On Motion No. 36.

That Motion No. 30 providing for the sub-
mission of alternative propositions en the
question of holding or not holding a national
convention, be reconsiderea and another vote
taken on it.

WHALEY: The Socialist Party stould by

. {all means hold its convention this year. We

are just becoming a factor in national politics.
Our vote mt the last presidential election was

.]so large as to ‘attract the serious consideration

of many thousands of citizens.

And to postpone the convention, at this
ime, would be conclusive proof to those whose
interest we have aroused by virtue of eur
past aggressive propayanda, that w2 are no
locger the virile movement we were in 1912,

political carear. -

SADLER: I vote “NO” on Goehel’s motion
to reconsider. This comrade knows well enough
that only those voting in the affirmative have
that privilege. I should not like to accuse him
of doing, what he persistently accuses others
of, sabotaging the Party.

On Motion No. 37.

To add the following to the rules of the
National Committee: “A motion to reconsider
shall be submitted for seconds only if madc
by a National Ccmmitteeman who voted
“Yes” on the action to be reconsidered”,

RODRIGUEZ: - Parliamentary laws and
ancient precedent notwithstanding, I vote
“NO" on Motion 37, because it is still possible
for a small minority of the National Commii-
tee to pass any motion voted on by that com-
mittee. Should the motion pass which pro-
vides that every motion must receive a
majority vote of “he whole committee in order
to become effective, then 1 will favor such a
rule as Motion No. 37 suggests.

DEMAREST: A motion to reconsider mc-
cording to Robert’s Rules of Order ‘“must be
made EXCEPTING WHEN THE VOTE JS
RY BALLOT, by a member who voted with
the prevailing wide’”. This is also the rule,
U understand, in Congress. Successful econ-
duction of party affairs by correspondence §s
difticult under any condition, as we lack the
opvortunity  to give all motions the proper
vonsideration and discussion. 1t §s imperative,
therefore, that we make vo arbitrary rules
for the conduct of National Commiltee bus-
iness when not in session. .
STREIFE: T vote “NO™ ou Motiou 7 by
Katterfeld for the reasou thal this motion
conflicts with Motion 20 made by Katierfeld
and adopted by the Natioral Committee last
November. which yeads:

“Neither the National Bacculive Committee
uor the Executive Secretary shall declave nny
motion out of order submitted by the National
Committee.”

Ry adopting this motion, they thought thev
were “sahogating”  the Natiounal [xecutive
Committee und the Fxecutive Secretary. What

Lirony ! The maker of Motion 29 is the firat to

demand that the Kxecutive Secretumnv
coertain motions  submitted by the  Natinal
Commiltee out of order. What a flarchack?

(ELECTION OF PARTY OFFICIALS)
I 1

SQUTH DAKOTA: E. ' Atwao te
lias Deen alecied National Comuid'eeman saqg
re-elected Stute Secretary.

.- Local Omahu, «of th~ b
by wishes to netify all
Ltoat it il
witraeted by
vy ol Lova
withne o de

regponsible  for  debts
K T. Leonand, formerty Se
Oeaubn. Howe o nr, the local i
al) it can Lo lelp present ¢
MICE.

e

« hecretary,
Local Omauha, Neb.

WARNINS, — Comrader  and e
warned against iving financial wei e A
an individual wiving the name of tlenry Zim-
werraan. Of German extraction: wdll read on
Socialist  philosophy  and  elaiming intimate
acquaintance with Comraides Victor I.. Berger,
Morris Hill.mit and other prominent mem-
hers,. RICHARD PARKES, Sccretary, Cam-
den. N. J.

are

and money power to the ultimate and com-|

and that we are on the down grade of our'

e lgerent

Ymeoting of the Branches named,

regeoveyp |

PLEA FOR EDUCATION. — It
should hardly seem necessary to plead
for more education for members of
the working class, but we are sorry
to say that such is the case. We are
sadly in need of some standard for
teaching our children the indisputable
facts of Socialism, that is, facts that
are recognized the world over. We
have plenty ard to spare for the
adults, but when we attempt to teach
a class of children, some of us are,
‘“up against it”. We do not want you
to teach our children your ideas be-
couse we do not know what those
ideas are and vice versa. That we are
sorely in need of every advantage to
he obtained for teaching our children
in order to offset the pernicious
teachings of Capitalism, we will cite
our instance, .

Several members of our local have
boys of about seven years attending
public school and imagine our sur-
prise and chagrin when we see the
little fellows suddenly stand to “at-
tention” and go thru a sort of military
drill, touching an imaginary cape,
epaulets, knapsack, gun, aim, fire,
bang, etc., accampanying the bang
with a loud clap of the hands. But it
is left for us fathers and mothers to
teach them the names of the useful
teols of industry.

Now, Comrades there has been a
‘motion initiated for the National
Committee to elect a committee of
|educators to prepare a set of text
‘books for our children, but from
present indications the motion will die
for want of seconds altho we very
much doubt if there is a single class
conscious socialist who would oppose
it. Wake up comrades and let us em-
brace those opportunities which we al-
ready have.—C. W. DEUEL, Sec'y,
Local Tacoma, Wash.

N

RUSSELL AND PRFEPARED-
NESS.—Having received the report
from Minneapolis, Minn., of Charles
Edward Russell under the auspices of
the Socialist Party, delivering a
lecture on preparedness that would
make the capitalist manufacturer
howl with joy.

We, the members of Branch, No. 1
Portland, Oregon, wish to be recorded.
Therefore,

Resolve: by requesting that the
lccal he is a member of, expel
him from the Party as a traitor to the
working class and a militarist Jingo,
'who is using his popularity in the
working class movement to advance
and continue the damnable system by
advocating and calling upon the
workers to beware of a German and
Japanese aggression, when the present
European holocoust is over. At the
same time a candidate for President.
1 Should he win out we would become
|the laughing stock of the world. So,
: Comrades, we must beware of leaders,
popular gentry and mental prostitutes
within our ranks. We have, and still
suffer from such elements. So, Com-
rades, let’s up with true courage,
eliminate all such from our Party, and
get down to real working class
fundamentals, with a revolutionary
slogan “No nationality; no compro-
mise, no political trading.”—COM-
MITTEE: Wm. Parr Undrey, Tom J.
Lewis, Portland, Ore.

-

END THE WAR.-—-Whereas, The
fratricidal war of the workers of
Europe, incited, prepared and brought
about by the capitalist class thru
clandestine diplomacy and political
treachery, for the purpose of com-
mercial supremacy, greed and the
enslavement of the working class, is
continuing with unabated fury and
already millions of workers have been
killed, maimed and crippled, and,

Whereas, The governments of the
Furopean belligerent countries have
signified their intention (according to
reports) to prosecute the war to the
end; and,

Whereas, There is no expectation
that it will come to a cessation until
millions more of workers have been
destroyed and crippled; and,

Whereas, It is the anxiety of the
Socialists and Socialist Parties of
Furope that the fratricidal war of the
workers now raging there, co to a
cessation and peace be concluded; and,

Whereas, The United States Con-
gress is the duly accredited represen-
tative body of the United States of
America; therefore be it

Resolved, By the Executive Com-
mittee of the Socialist Party of
Seattle, Wash,, that we commend and
urge our Congressman Meyer London,
to iniroduce a resolution in congress
requiring and authorizing congress to
offer al once its mediatory services to
all parliaments of the belligerent
nations of Furope, and use all fair and
just means within ils power to bring
about the cessation of hostilities and
conclusion of peace; and be it

Resolved, That the said resolution
provide  that all  correspondence
between the congress and the belli-
parlargents  bhe  open  and
public.—~AARON WFISTERMAN, Se-
cretaiy, Seatlle, Wash.

FROM NEW JERSEY.—The follow-
ing resolutions were adopted 2t a joint
on
Decembar 19th, after an open discus-
ston on the question of combating
militarism:

“We, the members of the Rast
Orange Branch and 11th—15th Wards
Branch  of Newark, Local Essex
Counly, New Jdersey, in joind meeting
asssembled, hereby declave—-

“1. Thal we rcaffiem our position,
ar Socialists, as being  unalterably
opposed to appropriations Tor arma-
ments under any circamstances.

“2. That we are in favor of & strong

and vigorous campaign “against war
and armaments. .

“3. That we are in favor of advocat-
ing a general strike as a weapon
against war; and urge the adoption
of this means as an international
working class action against war, un-
less some better definite measure can
be devised.”

The Secretary was instructed to
bring this matter to the attention of
the Socialists thru their party press,
and urge other Branches and Locals
to take similar action of a definite
nature. By this means it is hoped that
some concerted and organized plan
can be followed out on a national
scope, to be eventually applied on an
international bLasis. .

“Preparedness,” from a working
class standpoint, has now lost what-
ever virtue it has cver had; as, with
the present development of arma-
ments and the gigantic organization
of soldiery which it requires, it can
no longer be disassociated from the
curse of militarism, which the masses
recognize as the most dangerous foe
of democracy and frue social progress,
and a mighty bulwark of despotic
capitalism.

The members preserit at the meeting
considered it a negative policy, in-
capable of accomplishing desirable
results, to waste time and effort in
denouncing the compartively few So-
cialists in this country who have as-
sumed an acute jingoist attitude, and
that if we concerted our energies into
a definite channel for the realization
of our purpose, such action would in
itsef be the most effective answer to
the advocates of militarism, whatever
the name they use, and at the same
time develop a positive working pro-
gram. — WILLIAM J. FIELDING,
Secretary. .

ABOUT THE CANDIDATES.—
Much is being said pro and not much
con for candidates for the national
executive committee and national
secretary and in this connection I
wish to sound a warning now. The
question of suitable candidates, their
virtues and their faults, - must be
considered carefully before a vote is
taken.

The principal candidate for Na-
tional Secretary is Comrade Carl D.
Thompson, that is the principal one
opposing Comrade Lanfersiek. --

Personally Comrade Thompson is a
very nice comrade and an excellent
orator, but if his extravagance in
running the Information Department
is a criterion, then h¢ i~ the last man
to put in as nation: :«evetary., It
would be far better - retiin : man
in offite, whom we .! .9 wili ay
least not run the ' wa! .rgasize -

tion into bankrv,. : thiu extra-
vagance. I am nc' . ull in Mavar of
Comrade Lanfersie.'.. pohicy oi {vr-

<, hit neiher
SiCSO MAanY Mew
what, 10 Ao Wil

ever burying a8 de ..
am I in favor of -
ones we don’t kic»
them.

The questio:
committee shov:
ful considera!
national mov
twisted into -
shape and
need an exe' ‘tj’e
bind these - aiv ¢
serve to 2. .
the rending oi ‘& :

Demand should b Ly every
comrade who accepis a’'nomination
for the national executive committee,
that he make a full statement of his
stand on militarism, nationalisr ‘and
internationalism. The comrade= . ‘ould
know whether the Socialist \n 1y is
to be made a “ Hoch der K. ” or
“Hail to the King” society? VWvunether
it is to be made an Imperialist party
instead of a working class movement ?

They should know whether we are
to turn around and advocate a large
army and navy, when we have always
stood for complete disarmament and
against all war.

They should know whether the
ncminees believe in the future of the
proletariat, or whether the proletariat
is to remain a vassal of the ruling
class thru the counsel of so-called
Socialists whose Socialism is merely
a blind to hold back the rank and file
should they prove unruly.

Crises call for strong men, men
who can stand for their convictions
in the face of certain death, and it is
such men that the Socialist Earty of
America should have at its head.

One other matter I would like to
call to the attention of the comrades.
Heads of departments in the national
office have been very active in at-
tempting to force one man out of
office in order to put in one more
amenable to their desires. This must
stop, we cannot afford to have job-
hunting Socialists in the national
office creating a turmoil of this sort
at any time.—~OTTO BESELACK,
Milwaukee, Wis.

SHOULD INVESTIGATE. — The
Milwaukee Leader speaks of Charles
Edward Russell making a speech in
Philadelphia in favor of military
defence. If this is true he should be
cast out of the party forever. This
should also be published in The
American Socjalist so that every
member should know about it. I think
the comrades in the national office
should investigate this matter, and
it they let the membership name a
man for president that favors war,
the comrades in the national office
will be guilty of party treason. HER-
BRERT FRANCIS, local secretary,
Greensburg, Ind,

CALLS T LOONY.Did you ever
see anything more lvony than the
“report” of the party nominstions by
referendum”?  Almost six solid pages
of names to nominate eight candidates
and officials. Fivery long-haired pen-
pusher and short-haired feminist that
was ever heard of has been named for
from one to the whole eight offices.
This is ‘democracy” gone bug-house.

The Jingoes want war. We do not.
Get @ movie or slide picture machine
and speud the winter making War
against War, and converts to Social-
ism at the same time. It's a good,
profitable business as well. Write Dr.
B. E. Sonnanstine, Girard, Kan., foc
particulars. Start the 1916 campaign

now.

| enough "comrades for the jobs

3
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Is it any wonder Charles Edward

Russell-went bats in such a sphere of

mental influence? .

T suppose we will get eight g%oci
u

probably not what the work demands.

Some soap-baxer of national promin-

.Paragiaphs.

. By EUGENE V. DEBS.
(In The Rip-Saw)

ence, with not an iota of executive
ability is likely to become Executive
Secretary and so on thru the list. It
ought to be clear to the “democracy
fanaties” that it can’t be done this
way. We must have periodical meet-
ings of representative bodies to
formulate new pelicies and select the
best available material for the party
offices. Therc is no danger of “tyran-
ny” as long as their actions have to be
confirmed by the rank and f:le.

Now let us have an end of this bosh,
I am- getting all-fired weary of trying
to make “converts” only to steer them
into such chaos as this. Socialism
will never grow in the United States
until we develop some sanity in
handling our routine business, at
least. And if we don’t get busy soon
and “reform” or “revise”, some other
movement will spring up, led by sane
ex-party members_ and sweep us out
of existence as we originally did the
ultra-fanatical S. L. P.—E. H. LIE-
BEL, West Haven, Conn.

AGAINST PREPAREDNESS. —
Whereas it has become general
knowledge that one or more of our
prominent candidates for the presi-
dential nomination on the Socialist
ticket hase come out for military pre-
paredness of the United States,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
by the -Wesl Side Branch of the So-
cialist Party of Rockford, Winnebago
County, Illinois, that we are unalter-
ably opposed to the placing of any
name before the Comrades of the
nation on the Official Referndum for
National Office. eitBer in the party or
nation who in his utterances has given
aid to the militarist propaganda.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
we ask the Delegate Committee of
Winnebago County Local to endorse
these resolutions, and ask them to
send a copy of same to our National
Secretary requesting that all officers
or committees having charge of pre-
paring referendums be requested to
act in accordance therewith, especially
as the party by REFERENDUM
VOTE has decreed that no legislator
heolding office can vote for increased
military expense and retain his. mem-
bership in* the Socialist Party of
America.

Adopted by unanimous vote of
West Side Branch at a regular meet-
ing thereof. At a regular meeting of
the Delegate body of the Winnebago
County Local the above resolution was
presented, and unanimously adopted.
—Jos. B. HOFFMAN, Secretary.

"EDUCATION AND THE FARM-
ER.—Probably the greatest fault
iwith our organization is the fact that
‘most of our members seem to regard
"**joining the party” as a graduation,
and their red card as a diploma, when
the truth is, they have only matricul-
‘ated, really just begun. There should
be a leaflet telling new members just
what their duties are: To study
Socialism itself; to take the message
to others, preferably by the printed
word; to attend meetings; to card-
index the voters and by co-operative
effort of the local, get them classi-
fied, and provide for systematic work,
ete., etc. Whether it is the devil that
finds mischief for idle hands, certain-
ly idle members are a source of
trouble and the devil is a great con-
venience to some people to lay their
own cussedness onto.

Another fault is the lack of proper
understanding of Socialist principles
so they can be applied to the farmer.
The Socialist, bred in touch with
unions, somehow thinks of the farmer
as a capitalist, when he is really a
workingman who functions at times
as a capitalist, which is his mis-
fortune, not his fault. These Socialists
tell us that SOCIALIZATION OF
PRODUCTION IN AGRICULTURE
is the remedy, forgetting that evolu-

tion has socialized most other in-
dustries and individualized this. It
strikes me that Socialism has the

same thing to offer to all citizens,—
Full social value for services render-
ed, with access to tools and resources,
with exploitation eliminated. Social-
ized farming could begin, but it will
not catch up with other industries for
“s hundred years.” By time'we get
the speculator, the landlord and the
profit-mongering corporations off the
backs of the working class, and Soc-
ialism well under way, the socializa-
tion of agricultural production can go
on at a rapidly-increasing rate and
evolution will see to it that the in-
dividual farmer will get the worst of
it, tho he gets his full social product.

There is no use in trying to hurry
up the hatching of an egg, but there
is all the reason in the world for
proper incubation and that is all we
can do for socialized farming.—E.
FRANCIS ATWOOD, Sisseton, S. D.

ZIMMERWALD RESOLUTIONS.—
Whereas, The Manifesto proclaimed
by the Socialist. Conference held at
Zimmerwald, Switzerland, is based
upon the e¢ardinal principles of Social-
ism and advocates: Internationalism,
class struggle and international unity
of the workers of the world; therefore
be it,

Resolved, By the Kxecutive Com-
rniittee of the Sccialist Party of Seat-
tle, Wash.; that we heartily give it
our endorsement and approval and
commend it to all locals for endorse-
ment; and be it,

Resolved, That we do vnledge our-
selves to do everything within our
power to help bring about the rebuild-
ir.g of the Socialist and working class
international oa the following wound
basis:

Anti-militaristic, onti-war, inter-
national. revolutionary and free of the
spirit of nationalism.—AARON I1S-
LERMAN, Secretary.

TO COMBAT. SUPERSTITION. —
If we believe that woman is the equal
of man--why not combat the age-long
superstition that woman is inferior to
man, by making Mrs. Kate Richards
O'Hare Vice Presidential nominee of
the Socialist Party for 1916, Thus
showing to the world that we sincerely
desire woman suffrage. And that we
really wish woman to have a voice in
the councils of the nation. What do

The socialist is the herald of pro-
gress and the evangel of freedom,

. Neutrality, so~call‘e‘d—,- ynder capital-
ism, is simply ane more in its vocabul-
ary of myths.

The reason that socialism appeals
to the intelligent worker is that he
recognizes in its philosophy the un-
failing promise of his emancipation

Socialist internationalism as oppos-
ed to capitalist nationalism must be
the slogan in reorganizing the inter-
national movement.

The man who cannot endure flings
and jeers without weakening lacks in
his veins the red blood essential to
the true socialist.

_ Quite as essential to power as steam
is to the locomotive is industrial
organization to the emancipation of

the working class.

The true socialist never sees failure
in anything. To_ his clear eye and
understanding mind all {emporavy
defeat is essential to final victory.

Richard Ford and Herman Suhr are
still in prison in California to the
disgrace of the administration that
keeps them there. We shall not rest
until these two victimized leaders of
&he working class are given their free-

cm,

Socialism is growing steadily in
favor in spite of all attempts to mis-
represent and discredit it.
that the whole exploiting power of
capitalism is arrayed against it and
calling it names shows clearly enough
which way the wind blows.

An even hundred years ago the first
locomotive was put into practical
cperation and from that day to this
there has been almost miraculcus in-
dustrial development, the results of
which are in evidence wherever the
locomotive whistle proclaims the
triumphs of civilization.

The
Europe cry out trumpet-tongued and
in notes of supreme agony and despair
against the crime of “preparedness”
2s advocated by the imperialists,
militarists and jingoists to further in-
irench themselves in power and en-
large their domain of rapine and
plunder. .

ation will quicken the

system that has consigned him to a
living tomb for sympathizing with its
victims and denouncing its crimes.

HOW TRUSTS ARE BUSTED.

plunderbund_ reading as follows:

holders”.

chests of the plutes. Read on:
“Close to $500,000,000 has heen

15, 1911. That total is-made up of eas

value), and rights $41,900,000, ovr an
aggregate of $486,300,000. The total

value over the par value of-the stock
dividends is added. -

“Many of the former subsidiaries
have accumulated large surpluses on
greatly increased capitalization,
Standard Oil of California "has in-
creased its authorized stock to $100,-

The fact’

carnage and desolation of fi

;.;lqtion and
hasten the overthrow ot the infamous

After years of trust husting by
democratic and republican administra-
tions alike, we find asparagraph in the
Wall Street Journal, organ of the

“The dividend record of the Stan-
dard Oil companiesg is perhaps the most
amazing in the history of tinancial
corporations. There appears to be an
unending flood of profits for stock-

Then follows the details of how this
flood of wealth, in’spite of trust bust-
ing, has been emptied into the treasure
aid
in dividends by the various Standard
subsidiaries since the dissolution of the
parent New Jersey company, on Mag

dividends to the amount of $286,368,-
000, stock dividends $158,100,000 (par

is larger if the increase in the market

000,000, compared with an original
capital of $25,000,000. That company
now has $50,000,000 stock outstand-
ing, and it is believed that the other
$50,000,000 will be issued shortly as
a 100 per cent stock dividend. Not-
withstanding the increase from the
original capitalization, the company
is earning about 25 per cent on the
larger stock issued. Anglo-American
Oil at present has a surplus equal to
about 100 per cent of its capitalization,
which was increased by 100 per cent
during 1913. Atiantic Refining Co. has
a surplus more than four times its
resent. capital stock of $5,000,000.
her former subsidiaries show an
abundance of wealth, despite heavy
payments to stockholders.

“This year the Standard Oil com-
panies have declared cash dividends of
close to $63,000,000, of which about
$17,600,000 was declared in the last
quarter. Recent declarations show a
few significant increases in the divi-
dend rates, and the belief appears to
be well founded that increases and
extra payments will be general in the
first quarter of next year. Already
two prominent producing companies,
the South Penn 0il Co. and the Ohio
0il Co., and one marketing company,
the Standard Oil of Kentucky, have
increased their quarterly payments.

The Chicago Tribune, in a special
despatch from New York City, shows
how some of the big stockholders in
Standard Oil have had their fortunes
tripled by Uncle Sam’s benevolent
trust busting as follows:

“Wealth of stockholders of the old
Standard Oil company, as expressed
in the current market value of those
shares, has more than tripled since
the corporation was dissolved by order
of the United States Supreme court
in May, 1911.

“Prior to the dissolution John D.
Rockefeller held 247,692 out of 983,
383 shares, or, roughly speaking, 25
per cent. At that time these holdings
had a market value of $167,192,100,
figured on a basis of $675 a share, the
dissolution price of the stock.

“Dow, Jones & Co. today estimated
that the same shares have a present
market value of more than $421,000,-
000 on the price of $1,700 a share for
old Standard Oil stock. As a matter
of fact the value of the oll stock is
considered in excess of $1,700, which
is largely a nominal quotation, and
$2,000 is regarded as a more accurate

ure,
g“At $2,000 a share the value of Mr,
Rockefeller’s holdings would be ap-
proximately $500,000,000. It is known,
however, that some of the stoek is
not now held by Mr. Rockefeller, for
part of it has been turned over to the
Rockefeller Foundation and other in-
stitutions.

“Fortunes of the other big Stand-
ard Oil. men show correspendingly

Rockefr.. i . orth a ]

i Lo L R large increases. The value of the
gll}}({gn? I ‘%ﬁ?ﬁ holdings of the estate of Charles Pratt
sycophan - © ... "boot.|has increased from $35,600,000 to
lickers, I .. - he can |$89,700,000. The stock of C. W. Hark-
coll his 1. .- o indeed; | ness has increased from $29,000,000 to
it is wo. - .. abject |$72,000,000. . That of William Rocke-

auperis eller, worth $7,897,000 at the time of
pauperts . the tt‘i}issolutio(r)x,0 :)SO now calculated to be

BRI , worth $19,890,000.
re:fi );3 T T é?,'c‘fal?;’g “The shares of the H. M. Flagler
party a: » .. rhat you |estate, worth $20,687,000 in 1911,
find in - - ¢ charge | Would have a value of $51,850,000 at
of the - “hes and |current quotations.” .
parasit - ixeg, tools| Of course, The Wall Street Journal
and Y o . them  is|easily finds “the reason for this
atheisr .. and that seemingly inexhaustible supply of
ic will .. v f . .:" she roots, wealth”, which it claims is due ‘to
smash . . .o .. :.n society “the efficiency and leadership of
into a vo. . ot b Standard Oil in the oil industry, which
o it has developid as l]xg.?’ no other or-
I - | ganization in the world.”
se;vr he_A e gﬁﬁf“a The real reason is the failure of the
pardo.- . . ress is|capitalist government at Washington
corre: . - . . ut Pat|to bust this trust. Standard Oil has
Quinlan is, aeve 1 innecent |shown that it is greater than the gov-
man and every day -: ... incarcer-|eérnment. Remember Ludlow and the

Colorado coal strike, rememher how
John D. laughed in the face of Presi-
dent Wilson. The Standard Oil is
able to gorge itself with wealth be-
cause it has a practical monopoly and
is able to bleed the people to its
heart’s content. It is “efficient” in
robbing the oil consumers. It is a
leader among the big robbers.
Socialists have always argued that
the government is unable now and al-
ways will be unable to bust the Stan-
dard Oil trust ¢r any other trust. The
trusts are the natural result of in-
dustrial evolution. Socialism demands
that the oil industry be socialized and
democratized; that is, that this huge
flood of profits be wiped out, that the
products of the Standard Oil Company
be produced for the benefit of those
using these products and not as a
means of builaing huge fortunes for
tyrannical meney czars. When the
people get control of the government,
at Washington then they will also
get control of the oil trust. It will be
interesting to note how the old par-
ties will again solve this trust problem
in this year’s presidential campaign.

IT IS reported from Australia that
the private employment bureau sharks
kave been nearly all driven out of
business by thc agencies establishec
by the government, which are oper
ated without cost to the unemploye.
and have rooted out all the swindling
schemes that grew out of the private,
profit-grabbing system.

tion.

stamped, with
Col. Ingers

CLOTH BIN

SPECIAL TO AMERICAN
SOCIALIST READERS

'be war has played havoo with the book publishing business.
The publishers need mouey and I have agreed to take a carload of
books off their hands. Money talks! By
1 have obtained standard works at less than actu=zl cost of produc-
Here is a fair samplo—

COL. ROBT. G. INGERSOLL'S
FORTY-FOUR LECTURES

COMPLETE—CLOTH BOUND

A standard volume, worth $2.50. which I offer to American
$00laljst readers for only $7.00, postage prepaid by me. Just
think of 1t! 420 pages. each 6x9, large

‘Though we may differ with him in his doctrines, all wiil admit the
brilllancy of bis greatmind, and arespell-bound with the beauty of
bis word pietures.  He was one of $18. WArids greatest nrators, and
this great book will itve forever.

aying spotcash in advance

tyﬁ. cloth ‘bound. aluminum
portraitof author, FOR ONLY $7.00 PREPAID.
o0l1's work in the lecturs field will last for all time.

DING, ALUMINUM S1ampEy, 420 PP. 6 X 8

NEWEDITION! NEWTYPE! NEWPLATES!

A fine, cloth-bound volume: & valuable addi-
{ion to any library: never offered before for
less than $2.50. Here’s your chance to zet this
great work at publishers cost of production.
Just clip the coupon and send it with $1.00.

Address W, SCOTT,
2-10 South Dearborn St., Chicago

you say, comrades? — SARAH E.
WINSOR, , Coventry, R. I.

NADIO.  cimsietanraaies verreeiieneiiaenrariees sonnirans

Address

COUPON

2-10 So.Dearborn 8t., Chicago. .il.
¥pclosed find $1.00 for which send me Robt, G. Inger

W. S8COTT.,

s0l1's 44 Complete Lectures, prepaid.
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SOCIALIST READER
AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG.
By H. J. HERRBERG.

UR secretary received your

letter and read it at sur meeting

and the comrades that were
best one for getting subs. I am 72
years old, have been in {he movement
15 years, and have sent in hundreds
papers during that time. I am not
objecting to doing my part in the
movement, but would like to wee all,
hustle on them I don’t say this to
brag but just to let you know, so that
vou can urge the others to try and do

VOTER AN AMERICAN
Peru, Indiana.
there arose and declared me to be the
of subs to the different Socialist
cspecially the younger ones, get a
semething for the movement.

Here is a challenge to you young
people.  Accompanying this letter
from Comrade Herrburg was a list
of 32 subs. Now let’s hear from some
ot the young people. What can you
do? We can report another small gain
this week. The “ons” outnumbered the
“offs” by 118, bringing the total for
this week up to 41,380. We are going
up, slow but sure.

MESSAGE DURING 3 MONTHS

4 THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, JANUARY 15,1916 Clubs ot -¥our or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents.
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A Plea For A Minimum Wage Law

By JOHN SPARGO.

ROLL OF HONOR

Thomas S. McGee, Wellington, Kans., Is not
guing to take any chances on his sub expiring
iu a hurrv. He sends in $1 for n four year's
sub. This is a hint to others.

Otto Selters, Muncie, Ind., fires in two subs
and orders two sub cards. He is starting the
new vear right,

C. E. Kennedy, literature agent at Shelby-
ville, Ind., sends in a club of three. The tidal
wave of Socialism is gaining strength in
Indiana.

J. H. Dyer, the Socialist secretary at Fair-
hope, Ala., orders 14 sub cards for the new
nicmbers coming into the party.

Two subs and an order for six sub cards
comes from Gecrge L. Adams of Columbia,
South Carolina.

Eight sub cards go to Dell Tiffany,

Big
Rupids, Mich., the home of Gov. Ferris, who
fought the copper strikers in upper Michigan.

Otto Bunge contes in with a list of five from
ladianapolis, Ind.

I. . Brock 18 another booster for The
American Sosialist in Alabama. He lives nt
;{u\mdmountain and comes in with a list o1
Ve

Edmund T. Melms, the Socialist sheriff in
Mitwaukee, sends in a club of four. One of
tlizse vapers will go to the Milwaukee Hun-
garian Branch of the Bocialist Party.

Another clul, of four comes from Cary E.
Nerris, Zanestille, Ohio, where the comrades
ave —marching on io victory.

lsatispell, Mont., is one of the cold spots
in Montuna these wintry days. Bat that didn’t
stop Comrade (. A. Brinkman from pending
in a club of five.

John Partridge, Paducah, Ky., comes in with
a club of ive.

T. S. Lucitt, East Providence, R. L., couldn-t
et alony without the paper. He writes, “Some
timme ago The American Socialist stopped com-
ing. | ~nclose $1. Put my name on the
subscription list while that pays for it”.

Alfred Todd, Lamar, Colo., sends in 50
cents for a one year sub and gets the “So-
}ist Party Campaign Book”. Remember, you
wet a cumpaign book with every yearly
2t 30 cents. .
You can’t heat Anton
Ark. He sends in $2.25
American Socialist for
yeurs.

ifarry W. Morgan, of Antelope, Orc., sends
in 5% cents for The American Socialist for one
yeur, “as 1 am lost without it”, he rays.

Denry Moayer, treasurer of Local Hudson
Counly, N. J,, sends in $5 for initiation pub
cards. We are sending him 35 cards to help
gei afll the new members on our sub list.
Iuitiation rub cards to local secrelaries are
seven Jor Sl

There is just one Seocialist vote where John
Swidth, Edgemont Station, Ill., casts his bal-
let. But he is going to use The Amcrican fo-
cirlist to get ten Socialist votes at the hext

Pechar, Fort Smith,
which pays for The
eight and cne-half

cl& tion.
They ran oul of postal money eorders at
Nerten, N. Mex. So Comrade Mrs. DeRoy

Welsh sent in a check for $1 to pay for a club
of four. ' ..

W. L. Murrell, ccunty secretarv at Tampa,
¥'la., sende in a ciub of four. Watch Socialism
grow in Tampa. i

Because of a helief that they would
attempt to begin negotiations for
peace if allowed to enter England, the
British embassy has refused to issue
passports to Danish Socialist trade
union delegates who intended to visit
T.ondon, says a report from Berlin.

EVOLUTION OF BANKING

HE POSITION of the Socialists
on the Money Question is out-
lined in the following extracts:

I'rom the COMMUNIST MANIFESTO
of 1b548:

Demand 5. Centralization of credit in
the hands cof the State,” by means of a
naiional bank with State capital and an
exclusive monopoly.

From the Plutform of the SOCIALISTIC
LABOR PARTY, NEW YORK, 1584:

Demand 5. The Government alone shall
issue all money and such right shall not
be delegated to any banking or other
private corporation.

From the SOCIALIST FARTY
form adoepted by membership refer
May, 1908:

“The Government shall also loan money
to states . and municipalities without
interest for the purpose of carrying on
public works.”

From the SOCIALIST PARTY Plat-
form adopted by membership referendum,
May, 1912:

No. 6. The collective ownership and
democratic management of the banking
and currency system.”

Plat-
d

“The government also to extablish em-
ploviient bureaus; TO T.END MONEY
TO STATES AND MUNICIPALITIES
WITHOUT INTEREST FOR THI: PUR-
POSK,  0F CARRYING ON PUBLIC
VWCRKS. and to take such other measures
within its power as will lcssen ihe wide-
spread misery of the workers csused by
the misrule of the capitalist class.”

There has been no discussion with-
in the party on this subject and the
comrades are not iniormed as they
should be. The National Committee
will undoubtedly he entrusted with
the responsibility of formulating the
platform of the party for 1916-—and
submit it to a referendum vote. It
will contain a financial plank in har-
ruony with the above submitted by
the Commitiee on Banking, Bank
Credit, Currency and Money System
of the United States.

Comrade Robert H. Howe, 2 member
of the Committee has written a book
“The Kvolution of Banking” which
every member of the party should
I in order to discuss the subject
v the coming campaign.

PPN

)

o
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“The Evolution of Banking”, cloth

I'ound, 200 pages, 8 full page illustra-
tiens, 2 00 cents. For Sale by the
‘aticnal Office of the Socialist Pariy,
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no one whose opinion is worthy of
the need.

nation of the imperative necessity of

physically and morally, and, as an in-
evitable result, their dependence upon
charity. Low wages is assuredly one
of the most important causes of
poverty. I refer now especially to low
rates of wages, rather than to low
earnings as a result of sickness, ir-
regularity of employment, and so on.
Of course, low wages in this sense is
a very material factor in the causa-
tion of poverty, but low rates of wages
are the most important. I think that
Rowntree, in hix study of poverty in
York, England, attributed 50 per cent
of the primary poverty to that cause.
My experience in both countries leads
me to believe that low rates of wages
are quite as effective here.
* * L3 *
I HOLD, then, that societly, for its

own protection, to minimise the
volume of poverty with its appalling
consequences, should establish both
minimum wage standards and maxi-
mum hours of employment.

The need for such legislation has

but nowhere is the rneed so great as
here in the United States. I take it
that no one who has given the subject
consideration will for a moment dis-
pute the proposition that our need of
these safeguards is greater than that
of any other nation. That is so on ac-
count of the tremeadous siream of
immigration which normally flows in-
to this country. We receive a great
many immigrants from countries in
a backward state of development.
What from an American standpoint
would be a most dangerously low rate
of wages, involving dire poverty, will
often appear to the inexperienced im-
migrant from Europe to be a very

- thigh rate of wages indeed. Upon that

rate of wages he will establish a
standard cf living which quite satis-
fies him, and appears even luxurious,
but which is far inferior to the ac-
cepted American standard, and which,
if long maintained, will seriously im-
pair the welfare of the immigrant’s
children.

*

While I do not want to lay parti-
cular stress upon it, I feel that it is
both pertinent and useful to direct at-
tention to the bearing of this matter
upon the remarkable decline in the
birth-rate of our native American
stock. Professor Walker, a good many
years ago, and Mr. Hunter in more
recent years, have argued that the
competition of the immigrant with
lower standards of living is primarily
responsible for this. The argument is
that the native American parents re-
fuse to -bring as many children inte
the world as they otherwise would.

* * I

HAVING SAID so much concern-
ing the need of & minimum wage
standard, I turn now to the question
concerning which there has been so
much controversy, namely, What is
the hest method of establishing it?
What I shall say under that head will
apply equally to the establishment of
maximum hours of employment.

I am aware that the proposal which
we Socialists make, to establish these
standards by legislation, regarded un-
favorably by many thoughtful per-
sons, including, I am sorry to say,
some of the prominent leaders of
organized labor in this country, I am
satisfied that in this they do not re-
present their constituents; that I
could get a verdict against them, in
favor of legislation to establish
minimum wage rates, from the rank
and file of practically every union in
this or any other great city. I speak
from an intimate knowledge extend-
ing over twenty years. Where, as in
Ohio, in 1912, the rank and file of
organized labor have had a chance to
vote on the subject they have support-
ed the proposition.

Those who oppose the proposition
to establish minimum wage laws, and
laws limiting the hours of labor, ob-
ject to the interference of the State
in the relations of employers and
their employecs. They point to the
fact that in England, centuries ago,
wages were established by statute,
or fixed by the magistrates, and that
the workers were greatly oppressed in
censequence. It is always dangerous,
they say, to give into the hands of
government agencies jurisdiction over
wages and hours of labor.

I think that those who thus appeal
to past history overlook the important

fact that the workers now hold a very

been felt in cvery industrial nation,

HERE can be very little doubt of the need of some method of
fixing and maintaining a minimum wage.
of opinion concerning the methods to be employed for this purpose, but

There may be differences

a moment’s consideration will dispute

Long and bitter experience has convinced the workers in every industrial

establishing, by some means, not only

minimum standards of wages, but also, and particularly, maximum hours
of labor. The two go together. From the point of view of the wage-earner
there is very little choice between under-payment and over-work.

From the point of view of society in general, as distinguished from that
of the wage-earner, it is important that both the minimum wage and the
maximum working day be established. Excessive hours of toil mean ex-
haustion and devitalisation of the workers, their carly breakdown,

both

different relaticn to the State. At that
time they were without the political
franchise; they had no means of in-
fluencing either legislation or the ad-
ministration of laws directly. That
power they now have. The appeal
should properly be made, it seems to
me, to those countries in which
minimum rates of wages and maxi-
mum hours of employment are now
fixed by law. And that appeal, un-
questionably, supports the demand for
legislation. '
* *
IT IS argued that legislation is
quite needless, that the results can
be more readily and more efficiently
obtained by economic action, by the
unions themselves, without legis-
lation. That, curiously, is the stand of
Haywopod and the I. W. W, generally,
of the Anarchists, and of conservative
union leaders like Mr. Gompers.

My reply to that contention is that
nowhere in the world ‘at any time
Ithus far have the labor ' unions
established minimum rates of wages
or maximum working hours for the
laboring masses as a whole. What is
more, there is nothing to indicate that
they are likely to do so within any
computable period of time. With all
respect, and some regret, I say that
we are no neaver to that goal today
than when the American Federation
of Labor was first organized, some
35 years ago.

It is quite true that for relatively
small groups of workers_ in the best
organized trades, the unions have
ferced the employers to agree to
minimum wage rates and maximum
working days. But there is not a
union which has organized all the
workers in that trade so as to afford
that protection to the entire body of
workers in the trade. At best they
have protected part of the workers in
the industries which have been most
easily organized. But when we come
to the great army of unskilled labor
we find that the measure Bf success
in organizing them is pathe{ic in the
extreme. For the overwhelming mass
of unskilled workers, there iz\no such
protection nor any effective uRion to
secure and ' maintain it. An
precisely to this class of labor,
the need is greatest, where the dgnger
of low standards of living is
grave, that our immigrants co
such large bodies. m\

It is one of the scandals of our time
that these unskilled workers have
been so much neglected by the
American Federation of Labor.

wok ok
VERY LITTLE more success has

attended the eflorts of the unions to
protect the rates of wages and the
hours of lIabor in those occupations
in which it is difficult to organize the
workers owing to fluctuations of em-
ployment, as in the seasonal trades,
or to the wel!ll understood and
evitable difficulty of organizing female
employees. ‘

Until the unions have shown much
greater efficiency in the matter of
establishing mmimum wages without
legislation, simply by the exertion of
their economic power, their claim can
hardly be seriously considered. It does
not belong to practical discussion.

As against the universal failure of
the labor unions to accomplish the
desired result—and the failure is
universal, not at all limited to America
-—we have, fortunately, a very con-
siderable body of experience to which
we can appeal in support of the
demand for legislative enactment.

In 1896 Victoria, Australia, enacted
a law providing that for certain trades
joint boards of employers and em-
ployees be formed with power to fix
minimum wage rates, maximum work-
ing hours, and other matters. The de-
cisions of this joint body had the
force of law. Now, that experiment
worked so well that in 1900 the system
was applied to the whole colony. In
that same year it was adopted by
South Australia, and New Zealand,
New South Wales and West Australia
followed suit.

What the workers in those countries
think of it may be judged hy the ex-
perience of . Victoria. In 1902, by an
oversight, parliament dissolving with-
out passing a continuing act, the
Victoria law was suspended. Im-

*

in-).

that the new parliément made it the
{n‘st order of business to re-enact the
aw. '

N I T

THE experietice of: these countries
affords the best answers to the various
okjections which are offered against
minimum wage laws.

The objection is often heard that if
a minimum standard of wages is fixed
that standard soon becomes also the
maximum. In other words, that in
actual practice a minimum wage be-
comes a uniform wage. There is, I be-
lieve, an element of truth in this, but
it is not altogether true. Wages are,
on the whole, thus made more uniform
thruout the trade. There is a degree
of “levelling”, but it is levelling up,
not down. The superior worker does
not, in actual practice, get less, but
the less eflicient worker gets more.

,Obviqqsly,,whatever truth there is
in .the .objection applies equally to
minimum, . wage rates  fixed by the
unions. It is not an argument against
fixing minimum rates by law, but
against fixing them by any method
whatsoever. The unions cannot afford
to resort {o that agreement, since it
cuts the ground from under their feet.

So far as ihe experience of the
Australasian colonies. affords any
guide, it ‘appears that the minimum
wage fixed by law no more becomes
the maximum than'the minimum wage
generally recognized in any given
locality does in this country. The
average wage is invariably a good
deal above the legal minimum.

The objection is made that the
establishment of a minimum wage
takes away the incentive of the work-
er to excel. This rests upon the con-
viction that the minimum wage real-
ly becomes the uniform wage, which
experience disproves. The cbjection
applies equally to minimum wages
fixed by trade- agreements. Every
student of the lsbor movemeni knows
that where ther#is no minimum wage,
and no maximum: limit to the working
day, the employer often finds it to his
interest to. employ inferior workers,
“boozers”, for instance, because they
can be had for low wages and can be
induced to work long hours. On the
other hand, where a minimum wage
prevails, the superior worker has the
great advantage of being more
regularly employed.

® ok k%

TO SUM UP: What we need is a
minimum wage, established Ly legis-
lation, sufficiently generous to provide,
not a mere “living wage”, but a heal-
thy standard of living, which includes
all the requirements for the efficient
satisfaction of the physical, ' mental
and mordl needs of a family. The law
should apply to all wage-earners and
should be sc devised that the minimum
wage rafes can be easily advanced to
keep pace with the increased cost of
living.

An Agsociated Press cable declares
that the police had seized all copies of
last week'’s issue of The Glasgow For-
ward, the. Scotch Socialist weekly,
which is said to have printed an ac-
count of the meeting on Christmas
day of David Lloyd-George, minister
of munitions, with the Glasgow trade
union officials, which account was not
approved by the British censor. Of
course this will make the Scotch love
the war all the more.
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPT.

Organization ~ Education — Bolidarity.

WILLIAM F. KRUSE - - - Director

To reach the mation's youth with the
message of Sociglism and to bring them
into the oryanized Socvialist movemenc
through Young People's Socialist iLeagucs.

Address all communications %o:

Socialist Party Yonung People’s Dept.,
803 W. Madison 8St., Chicago.

A A

ORGANIZATION.

"'he first vesult of the Y.P.3.L. Oreaniz-
ation Campaign now being rcarried on under
the direction of State Secretary Rchert B.
Ringler of te i‘arty and our Coravade Theo.
Swartz, Y.P.S.L. State Secretary, s the
organization of a new league at Patton, Fa.
The International Junior League of Krie, Pa.,
has joined the national Y.P.S.L.

. The Northwest Side Y.P.S. L. Clicago, 1s
just moving into new headauarters of its own.
It 44 {0 bz used vy the Party during ihe vcom-
fing Aldermauic ' Compaign, and Ltig “esulis
.pra. exyected. .

‘i Morgantown, W. Va., elects new officers and
| comynittees, and is planning wven more x-
‘tenadve ‘activities for the cominyg car.

Detroit,. Mich.,, held a big Supper-social, Dec.
24. Comrade O'BErien of Canada was the
principal speaker. A mock-trial inade a Mrz
hit. . .

Two leagues 1n Chicago take up the.Rand
School Correspondence Courses. They are ;roing
in heavily for educstional work.

The Pennsylvenia State Convention is to be
heid in Reading, Pa., April 29—May 1st. New
Jersey State Convention at Elizaheth, May
14th.

The Y. P.S.L. pennants arc achieving wide
popularity among our Yipsels. Large, price
25¢ each, $2.75 per doz.: small, 7¢ each, 79¢
per doz.

KRUSE LECTURE TOUR.

Announcement of details on the eastern
state’s tour has gonc out {o all leasnes capable
of taking date, and great interest is manifest-
ed. Quick action nccessary, as dates may be

imited.
BOY'S ORGANIZATION.

All Comrades having pet ideas on the sub-
ject of organizing boys und girls are ecarnest-
ly requested to put them down on paper and
send them to the Young People’s Dept.,
National Office, Sncialist Party, 803 W. Madi-
son St., Chicazo. .

mediately there was such an outery
1

“OKLAHOMA FOR SOCIALISM IN
1916!” CONVENTION SLOGAN.
By EMANUEL JULIUS.

In the Appeal to Reason. .
“Oklahoma for Socialism in 1916!”
This slogan, painted on a huge ban-

ner, faced the 350 delegates who at-
tended the greatest State convention
held in the history of the Oklahoma
Socialist movement.

For three days the delegates who
met in Oklahoma City worked in
harmony, not the slightest discord
marring the strenuous activities. It
appeared as to the delegates had but
cne thought in mind, and that was:
“Oklahoma for Socialism”—not in the
remote future, not in the sweet bye
and bye, but now—1916. That’s the
Oklahoma spirit. Socialism now!

Considering the overwhelming fact
that in 1914 the Sociaiist vote in Okla-
homa reached the staggering total of
52,963; realizing that the Socialist
movement in Oklahoma today is
stronger than ever it was; realizing,
also, that the enthusiasm of the Com-
rades has been intensified to a degree
where it becomes almost indescribable,
there is good reason for the conclusion
that when the votes are counted next
fall Oklahoma will have been carried
for Socialism!

Non-Secialists Are Rare.

The delegates coming from every
county in the State, appeared con-
vinced that the prospects are of the
brightest. Especially in central and
southern Oklahoma the Socialists are
sweeping everything before them. In
these sections, according to many
statements made during the conven-
tion, a non-Socialist is extremely rare.

A party platform usually is a very
prosaic piece of literature and is treat-
ed as a sort of “necessary evil.” But
the Oklahoma platform is different. It
makes exciting reading.

Landlordism and usury are evils
that hit the Oklahomans. They are:
victims of “40 to 1,000 per cent” bank-
ers. This was established by United
States Controller Williams, who made
the charge in a speech delivered be-
fore the Kentucky bankers recently.

The Socialists, in their platform, as-
sured the citizens they “demand that
all contracts for interest above the
rates allowed by law shall be null and
void and uncollectable; that any per-
son or corporation charging more than
said rate shall forfeit both interest
and principal.” The Socialists further
demand that the charging of usurious
interest shall be deemed a misde-
meanor, to be punished by the same
penalties as these in force against the
violation of the prohibition laws of
the State. )

Farmers’ Program Intecrests.

The Renters and Farmers’ Program
is especially interesting. In addition
to demanding the retention and con-
stant enlargement of the public do-
main, the program says that land now
in the possession of the State or here-
after acquired through purchase, re-
clamation or tax sales shall be rented
to landless farmers at the prevailing
rate of share rent ov its equivalent.
The payment of such rent, however,
must cease as soon as the total amount
of rent paid is equal to the value of
the land, che tenant thereby acquiring
for himself and his children the right
ol occupancy.

MILWAUKEE CONTEST TO GIVE
. US SECOND CONGRESSMAN?

We may have another Socialist in
congress hefore long. The possibility |
is Winfield R. Gaylord, of Milwaukee, !
Wis.

According to the returns Gaylord,!|
Socialist, was defeated by William J.|
Cary, socalled “nonpartisan” by only
a few votes. The Socialists were not
satisfied with the count and contested |
Cary’s clection.

An eleborate brief has just been
filed with the house of representatives
at Washington, D. C., putting the is-
sue squarely before that body, “Shall
the corrupt practice acts of the
various states be rvespected in the
election of congressmen?”

First Socialist Contest.

This is the first contest for a con-
gressional seat made by or on behalf
of our party. It is hoped to make it

THE COMING KINGDOM

Lincoln Phifer’s Great BRook

Forecasted this war and another to
follow it, thru an analysis of the oid
law of periodicity, on which the
prophets of old replied. It is a schol-
arly analysis of the early Christian
|ideal, the Kingdom of Heaven, show-
ing wherein it resemtled* anc where
‘it differs from the Socialist. ideal.
Nineteen “books,” 9¢ chapters, 300
pages.
A Dollar Book for Iifty Cents.
“I have read The Coming Kingdom
carefully two or three times. It takes
a great hold on me.”—Comrade
Kruke, Corning, N. Y.

Address:
National Office Socialist Party,
803 W. Madison $t., Chicago.

of sufficient significance so that it
may point the way for any occasions
arising in the future, as they will
certainly do.

Among the allegations made in be-
half of the contestant, Gaylord, and
which it is claimed by his counsel are
supported by the evidence, are:

That Gaylord received 9,546 legal
votes and Cary, 9,182; that the certi-
fication by election . officials that Cary
received 9,911 veotes is unlawful.

Says Traded Promise.

That Cary promised to and did in-
troduce a pension bill in considera-
tion of support given . him by the
“Popular Government league of Mil-
waukee,” this: being in violetion of
the Wisconsin corrupt practices act.

That money was paid by Cary to
parties for expenditure in his behalf
in the campaign without making the
report of such expenditures required
by the state and federal corrupt prac-
tices acts. Expenditures proven to
have been made but not reported to
either the state or federal authorities
aggregate $1,447.25, it is asserted.

Total expenditures of Cary reported
and proven aggregate $3,730, altho
the expenditure permitted under the
Wisconsin corrupt practices act by
candidates for congress is only $2,600.

Claims Voters Influenced.

It is alleged b{' counsel for Gaylord
that under the law and facts shown

in their brief, Cary can not hold the]

position of congressman from the
Tourth Wisconsin district for these
reasons:

“He made promises and pledges for
political support and thereby unlaw-
fully and corruptly influenced voters.

“He spent money for purposes
which were unlawful.

“He did not account, by statement,
for all money received and disbursed,
used for political purposes while a
candidate.

“The testimony .shows him to be
guilty of bribery.

“The violation of the corrupt prac-
tices act forfeits his right to hold of-

Do you realize what that means?

An audience of ‘91,000 person
listening to the message of Socialisn
and paying for it, and in addition buy
ing over 6,000 books ranging in pric
from ten to twenty-five cents, an
over 300 'joining the party. This i
the result so far, of The American So
cialist Lecture Course.

And the foregoing figures are, a
yet, by no means. complete. Man;
locals haven’t sent in their report
and are still to be heard from. Thes
figures are not up to the minute. The;
cover only the period about the middl
of December. And the way the lecture
take, and the enthusiasm and ener
getic preparation put forth by th
comrades thruout the country, mak:
it safe to predict that close to a hal
million persons will have heard the
message of Socialism delivered by
some of its ablest exponents. It wil
mean that tens of thousands will be
come permanent readers of The
American Socialist, that thousand:
upon thousands of books will be sold
and many more distributed into eage:
hands, and most important of all, that
thousands will be enlisted into the
ranks of the Socialist Party.

This is what the lecture course i
accomplishing for the locals that are
on the job. How about your local? Is
your local among the live ones?

MALEY-GOEBEL COURSE.

The Maley-Goebel course is taking
a fine hold. The eastern states have
responded generously. And all dates
east of the Mississippi are already ar-
ranged for. Now for the West! Locals
in North Dakota, Montana, Idaho,
Washington, Oregon, California, Ari-
zona and Texas have still an op-
portunity to come in on the ground
floor. In another week or two it may
be too late.

If your local is situated in any of
the aforementioned states and has not
signed up for the Maley-Goebel
course, get busy and find out why,
and get the Local to act at once.

The unusually advantageous terms
under which these two able speakers
can be secured ought to bring in an
avalanche of applications for dates.

Remember, if you want this course
you must act at once, and if necessary

wire.
WHAT THEY SAY.

EAST ST. LOUIS.—Comrade Seidel
spoke to 225 persons at the city hall.
Enthusiasm was great and the com-
rades here are all satisfied with the
results attained.

MEMPHIS, TENN.—Total attend-
ance, 495; new members, 79; literature
sales, $7.65.

ST. LOUIS, MO.—Comradc Seidel
had a very well attended meeting
helréa. All of the literature was ewsily
sold.

Oklahoma Socialists have just’ an-
covered a secret campaign being car-
ried on by the bankers of that state
against proposed changes in the vsury
laws. The Socialists have the bankers
on the run and the robbery of the
farmers thru charging huge rates of
interest will no doubt soon come to an
end.

Start

Now!

Begin the 1916 Campaign for
HALF A MILLION SOCIALIST
WOMEN VOTES IN 1916!

Copyrighted by
Josephine Conger Kaneko.

the ticket in

=R
S .'l[f\:')ﬁllhh >

Make that your slogan, you Jimmy Higginses!
of having HALF A MILLION $OCIALIST WOMEN vote

registering their protests against ‘“preparedness”
whole capitalist system!
poster stamps.
walls---on any surface.
NOW to begin!
100---$2.30 per 1000. Mail your orders NOW and get into the
campaign for '

HALF A MILLION SOCIALIST
~ 'WOMEN VOTES IN 1916!

Address: TEE NATIONAL OFFICE, SOCIALIST PARTY,
803 W. MADISON ST. CHICAGO.

THINK

1916! " THINK of HALF A MILLION WOMEN
and the
YOU must have these effective
Paste them on your ecnvelopes, literature,
START NOW! There’s no time like
You can get these stamps at 25 cents per

UNUSUAL OFFER

one reason or another.

Industry” have been sent out

. We offer now

HE FIRST week in the year should see a beginning of
the campaign of 1916. A number of speakers are out
working, but with about 5,000 Locals in the party, it is
evident that the great majority cannot have speakers, for

But all locals CAN SELL and distribute literature.

We have made it possible for the Locals to secure some
cheap literature recently. Thousands of copies of “The
Bombshell”, “The Lone Foe of War” and “The Gunmen of

fact so many have been sent out that our stock of these
pamphlets is exhausted, and no more orders can be taken.

The Truth About Socialism

at less than cost to this office. The new price will be

- 10 cents apiece

In lots of 50 or more.

This book sells for 25¢ and thus the Local makes more
than 100 per cent profit. You musi pay the fi‘eight, but even

" 80 you will make more than 10c¢ per copy.
Send $5 for fifty copies or $10 for one hundred copies.
Your Local can put some money in the treasury by a litile
work, and at the same time do some good propaganda work.

" SOCIALIST PARTY, 803 Madison St., Chicago, Il

and have been distributed. In
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