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P. O. as srcond-class matter

Municipal ownership and operatiol of all
_urban transportation would be of tremendous
‘advantage to the community, resulting in
cheaper fares, better service, better wages
“for the employes, and far less political  cor-
ruption,” It can be proved that a two-cent

. fare in our large cities is sufficient to pay all

fayls

expenses of | trolley transportation, including
insurance, depreciation and interest on the
sctual investment,

The New York Recorder says:

«‘The whole principle of granting private
corporations the use of the public streets for
their private profit is wrong. It is turning
over the highways built by the people's mon-
:iy, paid for by the people by genera! taxa-

on, to be used to extort further taxation
from them in the shape of dividends to pri-
vate eapital over and sbove the actual cost of
the service performed. i
‘Rvery strect car franchise granted on
such terms as those given to the Brooklyn
companies is a spoilation of the people. Tiie
“public ‘highways, built and maintained by

* public taxation, ought never to be given over

private corporations to be used for their
private gain.

¢What belongs to the people shonld he
kept for the people, and no general public
conveyance of any kind should be permitted
to run over the streets except under the ah-
solute ownership and control of the prople
throngh their municipal governments, and
every penny of profit carned hy city rapid
transit systems should be turned into the city
treasury and be returned to the people eithér
in the form of inore tracks and cars, or clse
-in reduced fares.”

And from the Review of Reviews: ¢Street
railways are not a private business, but a
public service.  They should not be allowed
to issue any stocks or bonds against the esti-
mated value of their public franchises, nor
should they be allowed to issue any securities
in any form except as represented by actual

‘paid in * capital. ~ Upon this capital they
should be sllowed to earn a prescribed divi-
dend, and all earnings in excess of the divi-
dend should be shared with the public treas-
ury. There is no conceivable reason why, in
return for the performance of so simple a
public service as transit in the streets, tho
community should be obliged to pay interest
u¥on $10,000,000 or $20,000,000 for every
$1,000,000 that has wctually been invested

by the somnany. Askhwont dewhore else ex-

. earried, yet with only a slight increase in op- ton,

B

cept in the United States is this speculative

! stock jobberv permitled in connection with a

municipal service like that of street railways
or gas supply. The gentlemen who lobby
these local franchise measures through city
councils, and who obtain for nothing the-
privileges that they proceed to capitalize for
millions, have & singularly humorous habit of
disposing of every one who criticise their
methods by calling him an anarchist.”
Cheapening the fares always results in a
great increase in the number of passengers

erating expenscs.
" Take two illustrations: The Boston West

passengers carried in 1507, over the number
carried in 1896 by 20,000,000 and added
$1,000,000 to ils gross income, but the in
creased expense was only $188,000, or less
than one cent for each passenger carried,
Boston has a population of ‘500,000, but its
railways reach a population of 1,000,000,

ONE CENT FARE,

In 1894 two, rival street railway companies
fn Savannah, Ga., reduced by a competitive
‘rate war the fare to one cent.  The business

_increased enormously, and the stockholders
were greatly surprise& to learn that the net

. profit per car averaged $4.50 per day.

‘ STOOK WATERING

o:fl‘mtluilways is a common practice, - Tts
- the old, old story.

1 The promoters capitalize
‘the road at 'several times its actual cost, sell

! - bonds to construct and equip the road, always

. keeping a controlling interest in the hands of
' the big few, and charge the “dear publie” . ne

. such rates as will pay dividendsupon the real :
' walue, and the water value, and in addition

to this pay interest charges upon the borrow-
ed capital which bnilt the road.  The West
End Street Railway of Boston is capitalized
at three times its actual cost. In New York
four-fifths of the capitalization is water, and’
Brooklyn, Philadelphia, Chicago and other
cities, are even worse.  There is only one

~ cure. - The people must own and operate

 the means of transportation.
| ETREET RAILWAYS IN THE UNITED STATES.

| The president of the New York Street

the nation. They employ twice as many pas-
senger cars, and one-fifth as many employes.
Every body admits the great bencfits of the
street railway, not only in the large centres,
but in all thickly settled communities.

The Fapid consolidation of the lines into
great trust companies will change our de-
mands from municipal ownership to either
state or national ownership in many places.
Today the street railways are with very few
exceptions an absolite monopoly.

The actual labor cost of transporting pas-
sengers is less than one cent in such cities
as New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston,
St. Louis, ete.  And it is less than two cents
on the average in all the smaller cities,
~ Prof. Frank Parsous, of the Boston Uri-
versity, has proved from the annual reports
of the West End Railway of Boston, that it
cost the company less than one cent to trans-
port a passenger, and this too, after paying
a $30,000 salary to its president and a dozen
other -like wastes, all of which would be
saved under municipal ownership.

« NEW YORK CITY.

One of the most glaring examples of &
street railway watering its stock is the Third
Avenue line with 28 miles, being capitalized
at $5626,316 per mile, bonds and stocks. It
pays 5 per cent. ' on 5,000,000 of bonds
and 8 to 10 per cent on £10,000, 000 of stocks.
The net earnings average at present almost
£40,000 per mile.  The Broadway cable line
is much worse. It kas 10.2 mil¥s of track
and is capitalized at §1,151,962 per mile, or
ten {imes its real value.  Itis the most prof-
itable surface line in the world. With muni-
cipal ownership of street railways in New
York a three cent fare might be enjoyed with
net profits of $3,000,000 a year.

CHBICAGO,

For more corrupt relations between the
street railway magnates and the Chicago city
government 1t would he hard to find. I
quote from ‘‘Municipa! Monopolies”: ‘‘Pres-
ident Farson, of the Calumet Street Railway
of South Chicago, publicly stated early in
1896, when a franchise with little compensa-
tion and five cent rates was about to be
granted to the Gencral Electric Railway
Company from the heart of the city south to
26th Street, that for such a franchise for 20
years, if he could bave it witbout dishonor-
able rolations with the city council, he would
pay $10%,06C tu the city, and,give a straight
three cent fare.” If Chicago had such a
contract as Toronto she would make an an-
nual profit of nearly $5.000,000.

. A writer in the Boston Post claims, and
gives figures to prove his claim, that the
West End railway could give us a one cent
fare and still pay big dividends. = He also
says that we pay more to ride one mile than
the citizens of any other city in the country
pay to ride two. The same article says that
there is not a city in the country receiving

less from street railway franchises than Bos- ¢

All that the: West End has to do for
the city is to pave the street between therails
and a few inches on each side, and, if 1 am

' End Street Railway increased the number of not greatly mistaken, they do net do this al-

ways in the thorough manner that they should.

I believe they also remove snow in winter.

In New Orleans the roads have to repair and
water the streets on which they operate. In.
the United States there has always been such
an eagerness to obtain transit facilities that
many of our eities have unconditionally given
away their franchises to private parties with-
out compensation.

In the city of Baltimore the people were
wise enough to secure an ordinance exacting
20 per cent. of the gross revenue of the pas-
senger railway companies for the use of the
city.  The proceeds arising from this wise
provision were safely invested, and ont of
the handsome income realized, the city has,
purchased a fine system of parks,  This tax
in 1893 yielded to the park commissioners
the neat sum of$212,924, and with the growth
of the rapid transit this amount will soon be
raised to three hundred thousand dollars a
year, They have, us aiso the city of New
given the franchises for short terms,
reserving the right to purchase at the end of
such periods.

In New York, franchises must now be sold
at adction to the highest bidder.  This re-
form was brought slout by the Broadway
franchise scandal.  The franchise for the

resent elevated line was given away, and one
of the leading shareliolders has confessed
that the gift was wortl $50,000,000.

“English bondholders get $650,000 a year
as interest on their investment in St, Paul
and Minneapolis railways. If the people of
those cities  had a little bit of sense they

e

Railway company in his annual address, de- would bave built these railroads themselves

1308, estimsted  the
a3 having over 16,000
employes, and au in-
al of over ‘08‘:;9.006,000.1 In
there were in stock and honds #1,-
047 with 16,467 n‘\:l!n of tr:u:kland
according to the street railway
~The Street Raitway Jowrnal esti-
these ys are earning ‘‘at

livered in September,
esent street railway

to

and saved this money at home.  ““Ah," but
.you object, “‘they hadn’t the capital to in-
vest.”  Did the ties or rails come from Eng-
land? = Were the cars built in England or
the lumber for them shipped from there?
Did the English bondholders send laborers
over to build their lines? = Not, a bit of it.
Every particle of material and labor that
went {o make up the system of the twin cities
% American, andconld have read-

bgu I?himd at g a8 far east as
8 £ i

more oc
ewned

NICIPAL STREET RAILWAYS

materials without paying this enormous price
for a medium of exchange.

In the matter of water transit, the cities
of New York and Brooklyn derive large rev-
enucs from the ferry franchiscs. Boston has,
as we know, for years operated two lines of
steam ferry boats across the river,  In Mas-
sachusetts the principle of public ownership
secms to be recogoized or thought of at the
very beginning.  When the Metropolitan
Street Railway was chartered by the legisla-
ture, in 1953, the followisz clause was em-
bodied in thé aet:

*‘The cities of Roston snd Roxbury may at
any time during the contianance of the char-
ter of said corporation, and after the expira-
tion of ten years from the opening of any
part of the said road Ier use, purchase of
said corporation all the franchises, rights and
furuiture of said corporation, hy paying them
therefor such o sum as wiil reimburse to each
person who may then be a stockholder there-
in, the par value of his stock, with ‘a net
paofit of 10 per cent. p r annum, from the
time of the transfer of suid stock to him on
the books of the corporation, deducting the
dividends received by said stocklolders there-
ill. ”n

The charters of all the stroet filway com-
prnies of Boston and its suburbs of that
period, contain similar ¢hioses, How the
fact of the consolidation of thesecorporations |
into the West End Street Ruilway company
affects this matter, T am voable to say. It
is the fashion today. in some quarters, to
characterize the performarce of a function of
this nature by a community as revolutionary,
subversive to' the principles of government,
ete.  But more than a generation ago, it ap-
pears legislators had no idea thut they were
enacting anything extracrlivary when they
imposed these conditions—it secems a com-
mon sense proceeding and quite in aceord
with our principles of goverament.

Public safety and conveaicnce join fn the
plea for public ownership.  The Brooklyn
trolleys bave Kkilled 1él persons in two
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years of their existence and injured a great
many more. In Buda-Pesth the cars are
provided with a cushioned fender which makes
it totally impossible to run over any one. A
few years ago a man in Philadelphiainvented
a safety attachment for street cars.  On
trial, with stuffed arms, legs, heads and
bodies, it was found that ih every instance
they were rolled from the track uninjured.
The presidents of the tramways met to dis-
cuss the advisability of adopting the inven-
tion.  ““What will it cost?” they asked.
«Fifty dollars a car,”’ was the answer,  The
presidents  cipbered up the cost, compared it
with the damages they had been paying for
accidents, concluded it was cheaper to run
over people and pay for it and did not adopt
the new invention, s

BALTIMORE

street car system has been in operation since
1859.  From the first the oty government
insisted on a five cent rate with free transfers
and a tax of §20 per year on each car ran,
and 20 per cent. gross income in addition.
The tax has been reduced to 9 per cent. and
$5 per car.  But even with this reduction,
Baltimore has an income of $250,000,

WHAT SOME PROMINENT MEN BAY.
Wm. Dean Howells, our leading novelist
and litteratenr, says:

“I am heartily in favor of municipal ownership
of stroet railways, because it will cheapen the
fares to those who most need cheap fares, and
will best serve all the interests of the public. I
think there is every reason for it,and 1 have nev-
or heard of one againstit, though I have heard of
some arguments, and I know thiere are some pre-
judices.” X

Dr. Lyman Abbott, successor to Henry
Ward Beecher, and editor-in chief of Ze
Owtlook, the leading religions magazine in
America, writes:

“1 am heartily in favor of municipal ownership
of street railways. The experience of Manches-

ter and Glasgow abrosd has shown what may be
done under right conditions; but we have another
illus

astration nearer home, and, in some respects,
convincing. The Brooklyn bridge is both

operated by a t commission,
WO cities ¢

furnished by the elevatod system of railways or
by the trolley cars on eithier side of the river."
Rev. Dr. Edward E. Hale, Boston's most
eminent citizen, writes: {
“Iam an old New Euglander, one of those who
believe thut the fathers ‘builded bettor than they
knew.' (1) The fathors established common
schools for everybody.  They wounld nover have
dreamed of having anybady but the townown the
schoolhouse,  (2) The fathers establishied bridges
and roads for everybody.  They imposed no taxes
when a mau crossed a bridge or the ennal at the
North End. When they did establish tof] hridges
and turnpikes, the whole thing was ex&8ptional;
it broke down entirely, aud the pulitic  has been
obliged o uceept Lhose turnpikes and bridges and
make them a part of the public property.  (3)
\\'hen.ﬂamc to water, which everybody needs,
it verySgdn proved that private corporations, for
the distribution of water, were a mistake and
that the ‘public must own the water supply and
administer it,
matter of the post, which is of service to every-
‘body. (5) The same rule applios to the matter of
lighthouses, whichure of service to everybody,
(6) There is no reason whatever known to me why
the stune pavement of a street should helong to
the publie, and that part of a pavement which
is made up of iron should bejong to some favored
corporation. I have never seen an y pretense at
any justitication of it on principle. (7) This means
in general, that whateverisintended for the good
of everybody,isbetter in the hands of the public,”
TORT ARTHUR, ONTARIO,

The only example in America of munici-
pal ownérship and operation of a atreet rail-
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THE SEWERAGE PROBLEM

18 of tremendous importance. - Vast sums
are expended to construct sowegage systems
that pollute the rivers and poison the air we
breathe, What shonld he a source of great
wealth is allowed to create postilential fevers
and largely increase the death rate,  The
expenditure of $33,000,000 by the city of
Chicago, in the construction of a gigantic
canal would have huilt an absolutely safe
sewerage system, by foreing the sewerage to
some paint 25 or 30 miles distant from the
city, and there convert it into valuable fer-
tilizer, which might have become a source of
revenue by being used on a great municipal
farm.

Victor Hugo made the statement vears ago
that the sewers of Paris carried twenty-five
million dollars of wealth into the river Seine
overy year.

Our agricaltural lands suffer for this most
valuable wealth.  Only three cities in the
United States have private owned sewers.
New Orleans, with its private owned sewers,
is suffering not only from inadequate sewer
service, but from corrupt politica growing
out of sucl service. She bas learned a lesson
and will have a municipal sewer.  Thére are
65 towns and cities in Kogland with sewerage
farms.  Rotterdam, like New Orleans, is
lower than the river. ©  She has an extensive
system requiring the sewage to be pumped
out of collecting basing.  Untold millions
are lost because of the foolish seweraze sys-
tems that nearly every city has at prescnt.

' The problem is not a ditlicult one however,
and especially on aceount of good health no
time should be lost in investigating what has
and what can be done.

Berlin, Germany, has the most perfect
system 10 the world.  The entire sewernge
of that city is now utilized on scwerage
farms a safe distance from the city.  These
farms now cover nearly 20,000 acres and cost
$6,000,000, while the cost of the tunnels
reaching to them was over $14.000,000,
It has already become self-sustaining and will
very soon he a source of great revenue, Mag-
nificent crops are now raised from these sew-
erage farms, giving employment to thousands
and furnishing garden truck for the muniei-
pal garden stalls of the great city.  These
markets bring a revenue of $645,000 a year
to the city.

The Birmingham sewerage farms defray
the whole cost of sewerage for that great
city. :

Glasgow and Nottingham both show a net
profit. .

MUNICIPAL PAWN SHOPS

The pawn shop has existed almost as long
as civilization. It affords a mediam for the
securing of temporary relief.  Private pawn

.

shops are conducted solely with a view to se- |

cure the highest rates of interest. A muni-
cipal pawn shop conid, and does, do great
good to thousands, It will not rols the peo-
ple with exhorbitant interest. It is generally
and always should be conducted at cost. In
France there are 50 towns and cities that have
a municipal pawnshop. - Some have been en-
dowed, such as Montpellier and Gresoble.
These two cities charge no rate of interest
at all. The highest rate charged in France is_
12 per cent. . In England and ‘the United
States, where the private system prevails, the
lowest rato is 25 per cent.  Even at the low
rate in France, there is a profit which is
used to assist the indigent sick. There it has
as much respectability as a bank or the post

. In fact it is a poor man’s bauk. The
municipal pawnshops in Paris are really large
establishmenta. 'I?l:ey are called ¢‘Monts de
Piete” and were first established in 1777.

They transact a business of nearly 35,000,000 | &

francs in articles received and some 30,000, -
000 francs for articlesredeemed. In addition to
this, loans on securities are made to the
smonnt of 1,000,000 francs annually. The
total ufmm is 4,?’20,000‘ franes,  After
paying for expense

est on capital, the net
francs s j :

(4) The same rale applies in the '

|

and inter- |

way is in the little city of Port Arthur with
2,698 population.  The road is electric, with
some eight miles of track, and cost to build
and equip, $112,500, or £14,063 per mile,
It has a present gross income of about $10,-
000 per year. 1 am unable to secure the re-
ports of operating expenses but it is estimated
at under $8,000 counting taxes, interest on
capital, depreciating, ete.  This would leave
a profit of some §2,000 per year.
TORONTO, CANADA

is in some respeets the most notafile example
of .city ownership and control of a street rail-
avay, - In 1891, the city decided to take pos-
session of the Toronto Street Railway, paving
$1,500,000 for the plant.  The city conduet-
ed the system for three months, with a net
l»mlit of 75,000, At this time a w}x;m:uuun
wis successful in obtaining athirty yearfran-
cliise by paying an annual rental to the city
of $800 a mile track, ar $1,600 for a mile of
double track, together with eight per cent of
the gross receipts up to $1,000,000; between
that and §1, 500,000 ten pereent; up to §3,-
000,000, fifteen percent; and on all gross
recoipts over $3,000,000, twenty per cent,
The regular fare is five cents.  Tickets good
up to eight o'clock, a-m., and between five
and six p. m., are sold at the rate of ‘cight
(Continged on paged)

B e e D P AP

Madrid, 8pain, with annual profits of $70,000
 Buenos  Ayres, Sonth Ametita, conduets a
{ large and sucecssful pawnshops. At Puehlo,
Mexico, there is a successful public owned
pawn shop.

In Italy there are 695 municipal pawn
shops. In  Switzerlamd  nearly  every
large city conducts a pawn shop and several
of them make a profit.

MUNICIPAL MARKETS

Nearly every city of Europe has a monopo-
Iy of markets.  And they have owned them
since the middle agea. At first these mar-
kets were conducted in the open air, later
in inclosures and now there are magnificent
market houses in all the large citles of Eu.
rope #hd in most of the smaller ones.

The great market house of Paris covers
twenty.two acres, the city also maintains 100
retail markets in all parts of the city, She
derives & large income and subjects them to
strict sanitary regulations and inspection.

Berlin bhas some twenty large market
houses and the city-has a net income of more
than 640,000 a year,

The municipal markets in the English
¢iliva are extensive and costly, those of Lon-
don costing several millions.  Manchester
has ten which cost nearly $750,000, and the
seven markets at Birmingham cost $400,000.
All of them pay & net profit to the muni- .
cipality.

The largest manicipal market houses in:
this country.are those at New York which
yield a gross revenue of $300,000 per year,
jut if we take into consideration the size of
the cities, those of New Orleans are the most
important. The principlo ones are leased for
$168,000 o year. New Orleans operates four
markets divectly and receives a revenue of
$10,000 & year. The famous French market
house of New Orleans is worth going a long
distance to see,

The great Quincy market house of Boston
produces an sunual net profit to the city of
£60,000 per year, It cost £1,250,000.

Three-fourthis of the citica of 100,000
population have.municipal markets, - Every
city ghould own a public market house. It
means better management, strict sanitary
rules and inspection, and it i3 generally a
success. : ]

'MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

n city with half a million population and rap-
idiy growing, has taken an advanced stand
for municipal ownership.  Sho owns abso-
lntely her gas works and last year made o
profit of over $1,500,000,» The street rail-
way system will soon revert to her when she
will transport passengers a distance of three
to five miles for one.cent. Longago she
adopted  the eight-hour law for all city em-
ployes,  She provides for the free transpor-
tation of school children. ~She furnishes
free employment exchanges and one of the
fincat school systems in the world. . Next to
Puris it is the eqoal of any. The municipal-
ity yives enconragement to trade unious. The
city owns the docks and conducts the steam
ferries,  She is making trgmendous strides
in many improvements and it is freely pre-
dicted that from now on sheé will advance
much more rapidly in municipal ownership
than in the past,
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thousand who will get this blank
" filled. Bee who willgetone of these
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Nearly all the citics of Europe own and
‘operate their gas plants, 200 of these plants
being owned in Great Britian,

There are at present no less than 600 muni-
olpal gas plants in the world. The average
price of gas in England up to 1893 was 71
cents per 1,000 cubic feet; on the continent
of Europo $1.40, by private compapies in
the United States $1.75 sin ten cities in the
United States, under municipal - ownership,
81.08. ;

It averages much cheaper under public

- ownership and is always better in quality.
During ten years from 1887 to 1807, Phila-
phia owned and had absolute control of her

works.,  The anoual profits to the city
amounted to over vpe willion dollars, and in
1895 gas was reduced to §1 per 1,000 cubic
feet.  In the latter part of 1898 by a mon-
atrous political deal the gas plant was so'd
to a private corporation, It isa well known
fact that a referendum vote in  Philadel
phia would favor municipal ownership.  The
real cost of gas made by the private gas com-
panies is hard to determine, for they have
many ways of concealing the cost.  In Bos.
ton the cost of putting BED, 450,000 cubie
fect of first clasa water gas in the holders of
the Bay State Company, was only 33.3 cents
per thousand feet, in 1862, with coal at
$4.44 per ton.  This erst could be reduced
between the city of Philadelphia and the
Missouri river ¢ities to two-thicds.  The re-
port of the Ilinvis Buredu of Labor for 1806
shows that the two leading gas companies of
Chicago stated that the total cost of  gas at
the burner was only 40 cents per 1,000 feet
ncluding taxes,  The people are forced to
pay $1.00. ;

WHEELING, WEST VA,

The most notalile success in municipal gas
in America is in Wheeling, a city of 40,000
lulinbitants,

When the ¢ ty took posseasion of thoe plant
in 1870, gas was $3.00 per 1,000 cubic feet.
Under municipal owoership it has been re.
duced to 76 cents.  The cost of the plant
was $176,000.  Today itis worth more thun
& half million dollars, .

The cost of gas, including repairs and ex-
tensions was only 40 centa per 1,000 cubic
foot.  With the price at 70 cents per 1.000
feet, the city lighis free the streets, markets,

' sehool houses, city hall, public buildings, the
hospital, orphan’s home and the Y. M. C. A,

cand makes o net annual protit of §30,000 per
year,

KEW YORK CITY ROBREDOr $3,000,000 A YEAR

A report of the New York state senate
shows that New York City has been bled for
years, to the tane of over three million dol.
Iars & year by the private ownership of gas

' In that city. Bays the New York Zimes:
#0On an investment of $726,000 in 1823 the
stockholders of the New York Gas Company
have recvived $22,171,336 (according to ex-
pert Yalden), or dividends at 47.6 per “cent.
for the past seventy-five years, and all the
while the plant was growing. In 1871 it was
valued at $4,000,000. In 1883 it was as-
sessed at $61,430, yel was paying dividends
of over 40percent on the actual investment, ™'

At is quite easy to understand why they
don't have municipal gas in Newo - York,
There were at one time seven gas companies
in New York City, and every ome of them
was in polities up to their neck. The aver-
age dividend of the whole seven was never
below 106 per cent. and has been as high as
85 per cent. ‘ ;

RICHMOND, VA.

The largest municipal gas plant in this
country is at Richmond, 'Va., whose ‘' popula-
tion is 100,000. The plant was constructed:
In 1852, - During the war it was largely de-
stroyed. From 1867 to 1885 the plant made

a net profit of $500,000. Afterreducing gas
to $1 per 1,000 feet, Richmond since 1885
has been able to spend $154,775.40 in new
improvements, has paid for street lighting at
a cost of $30,203.75 and has a cash balance
of $341,963. 47, 1f Richmond had a private
gas company she would have paid at least 40
per cent, more for gas per 1,000 feet, and
would have lost a cool million dollars,
Which is Lthe best?

Bellefonntaine, Ohio, population 4,238 in
1850, bmlt its plant in 1873.  About one-
half of the gas is sold at 50 cents per 1,000
feet for fuel purposes, and the other Lalf for
iHuminating  purposes at $1.25 per 1,000
feet.  The plant is paid for and the cost is
now mach lesa, i .

Hawilton, Ohio, with a popnlation of 18,-
000 18 the itbyacity that has entered into
competition with, s private company. The
city tried to purchase the private plant. They
refused to sell. They had s good thing
churging the people 2 per 1,000 feet.  The
city built a plant. = Theresult is that the peo-
ple get gas for 75 cents per 1,060 fect”  The
private company sclling for that price, al-
though the cowpany claimed that it could not
sell below 82 before the city entered into
competition,

MUNICIPAL (GAS IN GREAT BRITIAN.

It is just us much the business of a muni-
cipality to supply light as to supply water,
snd just as mmuch the business of a city to
supply both as it is to supply streets. Water,
light, heat, streets, insurance, the telephone,
sewers, ete,, are all & necessity to the life of
w great ¢ity.  Nevertheless some people who
advocate municipal streets, sewera and water,
Liesitate to supply the same principle to lights,
heat, telephones, eteé., ete.

In 1882 there were 148 publie gas plants
in the United Kingdom. In 1895 they had
increased to 199, There are now over 1wo
HUNDRED AND THREE MUNICIPAL GASWORKS
in the United Kingdom. No city in that
nation having once municipalized ita gas.
works has ever retracted its steps.  The sup-
plying of gas can only be sxfely vested in &
municipality, It is the only way it can be
controlled, A

In 1850 there were twenty gas companies
in London.  They are now consolidated into
one or two huge trusts, with a capital of
nearly §50,000,000. On this vast capital
they wake ahandsome profit of $7,500,000
per year.  The plant could be duplicated for
about one-fourth its present capitalization,
The trustis really making a profit of 35 per
cent.  London citizens are compelled to pay
T4 cents per 1,000 feet,  Compare this with
municipal gns in  the other large English
cities,

FIVE MILLION DOLLARS PROFIT
has been made by the Manchester municipal
guaworks.  Manchester has owned her gas.
worka for many years and has made a net
profit of five millions of dollare which she has
applied to the improvement of the city.  In
1804..5 a net profit of $452,100 after sup-
plying gas at 60 cents per 1,000 feet. Man.
chesler ulso supplics gas to fifteen suburban
towns. She supplies gas to some 90,000
private consumers,
BIRMINGHAM

bought out the gas plant in 1873 at a cost of
$10,000,000. She supplies gas at 50 cents
per 1,900 und mukes gn unnual profit of
$175,000. She has made it possible for
thousunds of families to enjoy the use of gas;

_ reduced the Lours of labor for the gas work-

-ers to eight hours per day and increased the
wages. °

In 1869 Glasgow bought the gas plant for
$2,000,000. She has made vast improve-
ments, the plant ‘today beigg valued at
$12,000,000. She supplies gas at 60 cents

.. MUNICIPAL GAS ..

per 1,000 feet and makes a large annual
profit. 'Glasgow bought the electric light
plant in 1892 and the following year opened
up for business. ~ The plant is under the di-
rection of the gas department.

MUNICIPAL GAS ENTERPRISE.

When the British Association for the Ad-
vancenrent of Science met at Dover, R. Don-
ald read a most instructive paper on ‘*Muni-
cipal Trading,” in the course of which be
gave some very important facts and figures
relating to gas industry, comparing supplies
from municipality with those under private
companies,

Although in purchasing gas undertakings
from companies corporations paid enormous

prices for them, they were able at oice o

reduce the price of gas to consumers  The
Hull corporation, which bought out the Hull
Gas Light company only a short time ago,
has at the end of its first year of working re.
duced the price of gas to 48 cents per 1,000
cubig feet,

The price of gas at Widness is only 28
‘cents per 1,000 feet, and will go still lower

Everywhere municipalization is followed by
lower prices to consumers

In this comparison by Mr. Donald there is
also this to be taken into account, thatthough

the profits on capital ghow corporations to be |
three-fourths per cent lower than companies, |

the greater illuminating power of the gas
provided by corporations being 3§ candles
above that of compunies, aud at a price of
eight cents per 1,000 feet less than that of
the companies, make it plain that on the
same busis as the companies in illuminating
pawer and price charged to consumgers, the
profits on capital are in reality considerably
more than the companies can realize, Cor-
porations not only pay 63 per cent. profit on
the total capital employed, but there is a
point to be reckoned in addition which may
not have been mentioned in Mr. Donald's
paper. viz., that in'the purchnase price paid
to companies when their undertukings have
been brought out, corporations pay annual
interest on the old capital of the companies.
For instance, the Nottingham corperation
bought over the gas undertaking from s com-
pany in 1874, For ‘every 8200 share tse
‘corporation granted an annuity of $15.60, or
6 per cent. for the first eeven  years, and
afterwards an annuity of $16.20, or 6} per
cent, The price of these annuities now
quoted -in the market is about 8505, The
Nottingham corporation realizes & profit of
over 7 per cent. on the total capital employed
in its gas supply after all expenses are paid,
which means that 7 per cent. is realized aflter
G} per cent is paid to the old sharsholders in
annuities.  The aunuitants whe are rate pay-
ers get their 6} per cent on their old shares,
and participate in the additional 6 per cent.
profit to the ratepayers. Corporations also
reserve far more of the revenue for sinking
fund purposes before reckoning dividend or
profits. Since 18756 Birmingham lmus put
uside over a half a million out of its gas rev-
enue,  Municipal gas is always cheaper than
company gas,  The following figures are in-
teresting:
& Price rer 1,000 NgT

Crry. FEXT. PROFIT.
BaFrow. s g Sadii b ... 828050
L R R G S e 58 | 1
Rirkenhesd, oo ool - 58 . ° 5
Birmingham............ o R i i
BInslebaen o o5l 51 . 5
Backpool i oo i s Niard 'y h2
RNt S T R iy ol
Brafiondyi s it 40
Baenley i R . A8
Darlington.. ..., AR L SR
303 LR e e ST DR il 4
Leedes 1., 00, S R 48 (... 81,158
Manchester......... .. 54 .... 280,840

The above profits are reckoned aflter allow-
ing for sinking fund.

"MUNICIPAL FIRE INSURANCE

It is remarkable that & municipality will
‘exact a tax from its citizens to maintain
splendid municipal departments for the pro-
tection of insurance companies, i

The buildings, furniture and stocks in all
industrial centers are generally insured for
their full value. If destroyed by fire the loss
falls upon the insurance company-—at least

"largely so—and not on the owner of the
buildings, furniture or stock. Honce the
citizen is taxed to protect the wealthy, profit.
making insurance companies. 1f 1t is wise
and proper to own and operste & fire depart-
ment it is equally wise and proper to own
snd operate a municipal fire insursoce de-
partment.,

Municipal fire insurance would not pay the
entire cost of maintaining & fire department
but would pay & handsome protit, and rates
might be reduced twenty:five per cent.

Andividual ownership of fire insurance is'a
-huge waste,

Just think of the number of fire insurance
. offices in & city of a hundred thousand popu-
~Iation, snd the number of agents and sub.
. mgents, each office with a set of book Keepers,
_ oostly officé furniture, ete, And thea the im-
mense cost of advertising. Each oflice spends
from $100 to $800 for calondars.  Each pays
other large sums for newspaper and  cireular
sdvertising.  And“besides this the gencial
‘office does all the bouk-keeping over again
nd pays huge sums to dvertise in the na.
tion at  the respective merits of the

s A i
on pay in premiums

people of this nati
fire insurance companies sanually
. $225,000,000, only fifty-four
which is ever paid 1
Forty-six per

. back to the
cent. is the,

in

York, with municipal fire insurance, counld
save 4,000,000 each year as a net profit
with the same rates she now has In New
York.there are thousands of fire insurance
men with costly rents in thousands of offices,
with huge wastes on advertising, and other
foolish expenses.  New York requires only
one oftice and one set of officials to collect
the taxes; and if she had muuicipal fire in-
surance she would save in rents alone an im-
mense sum, i
Chicago pays onan average $4,000,000 a
year and loses over $2,000,000 simply be.
cuu<e she has private fire insurance,
The five million population of London pay !
a profit to'the private insurance companies
of $10,000,000 annually, or at the rate of
two dollars per inhabitant.  From carefulins
vestigation 1 estimate the cost per inhabitant
in this country, in our industrious centers, at
Lfully as much as that of London.  In a city
of 100,000 population this ‘'would save to the
town $200,000 per year. . Boston pays over
£1,000,000 annually that ' she might save.
Parls pays over $5,000,000, and Paris has
already taken steps for municipal fire insur-
anie.

 With municipal fire insurance there would
be only one office, no advertising bills, no
agent’s commission, only one set of book-
keepers. Do a little investigating for your-
self and you will vote to socialize the fire
insurance business.

Leeds and Bradford, two great “cities of
England, will do their own fire insurance.

Berlin, Germany, econducts a splendid mun-
icipal fire insurancat a great saving to the
people and at aprofit to the city. She has
the most ﬂﬁ: building Inspection laws and

ﬁnamwmpqsﬂvqunﬂl.
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MUNICIPAL WATER WORKS

In 1800 there were 16 water works in this
country and all but one, Winchester, Va.,
were owned by private parties. Now of the
first 16 only one, Morristown, N. J., is pri-
vate property. From 1800 to the present
date public water works has increased from
1in 16 to over 1,700 out of a total of some
3,200 plants. The first “water works in the
United States was built in Boston in 1652,
There have been altogether 205 changes from
private to public ownership in the United
States,

REASONS FOR MUNICIPAL WATER WORKS,

Pure water for the people is an absolute
neceesity if we are to enjoy good health.
Health is always endangered by allowing the
water supply to be in the hands of those whose
only object is profit. Many eminent physi-
ciansg declare that with purer water typhoid
fever would dissppear from the Jand.  Next
to having parer water there should be plenty
of it One hundred gallons.per day per capi-
ta is considered by engineers a liberal amonnt.
That public sentiment today is almost unani-

is a fact that no intelligent person will deny.
During the past six years the net gain in
public water works beirg 800 against 400
private.

The only danger of public ownership
political corruption.  But 1t has been prove
over and over again that there is double the
political corruption from private ownership.
The interests of the private owners and the
public are never mutual. As a result & pri-
vate water works company feel oblliged to
maintain a lobby at the city hall, and pay out
considerable  sums to see that city aldermen
favorable to their private interests are elect-
ed. A private company will exert all their
shility to make the water works pay 6 per
cent. or more on while a city can

4

advantage of each and to the great advantage
of all the people.
TREATMENT OF THE WORKING CLABS.

A most important advantage of municipal
ownership is that better hours and wages are
enjoyed by the workers. . [tis ten times as
difficult to cheat the city under public man
agement as it is under private ownership and
operation. There can hardly be found a pri-
vate owned water works in any city of Eu-
rope.

THE MUNICIPAL WATER IN NEW YORK CITY

The most farmous and -costly municipal
water works in America if not in the world, is
the great Croton Aqueduct of New York City.
It is wvalued at $200,000,000. The first one
completed in 184D cost $9,000,000. The
new tunnel is 33 miles long, 13.53 fect by
13 GO feet. The brick used to construct it

201 year.

mously on the side of munic¢ipal water works !

would build 100 large business blocs each
| four storics high, 1t was completed in 1880
fand cost $19,642,000. New York's daily ca-
| pacity is at present 415,000,000 gallons per
fday; with a reservoir sturage capacity of 84,-
{600,000,060 gallons.  Since the  coustrue:
{ tion of this vast enterprise. the total revenue
| ias been $100,000,000. New York makes a
inet profit of something like $2,700,000 per
Iyear. Under “private ownership New York
would have been robbed of fifty millions or
more. To sum up there is not really any
argument against municipal ownership of the
{ water supply, and nobody is making any ar-
csument wgainst it outside of a few hundred
stockaclders in the private owned works.

The telephone like the telegraph and pos-
tal system is a means of the transmission of
communication, If the postoftice shounld be
public property then there certainly is no ar-

{gument against the collective ownership of

the telephone. In Aunstria, Belgium, France
and Switzerland the national government
owns and operates the telephone in conoee-
tion with the postal and telegraph systems.
In England they are part!y ewned by the na-
tional government and in the near futur
will be entirely so owned.
TRONDJEM, NGRWAY
a city of 30,000 population, has since 1889,
owned and operated a municipal * telephone.
The cost at present is $16.65 per year for a
business place and £8.33 for a private house,
located anywhere within one mile of the cen-
tral station, and for each additional mile the
added cost is $1.37. The city builds sll
lines, supplies the instruments, and maintaing
the system. There are 750 exchange lines
and eight private lines. It actually costs the
subseribers about one-half for a local conver-

sation. Tue city not only furnishes these re-
markable cheap rates, but makes a profit each
year. -

' SWEDEN.

In Stockholm, a city of 260 000 popula-
tion, the Bell Telephone opened exchanges
in 1830 at an average cost of $44.43 per
year. The government bought the Bell plant;
'lias placed the wires under groand'whefe ever
possible; has greatly improved the service,
and reduced the cost to business louses to
$22.22 o year, and £16 66 for private houses.
Free telephoning of telegrams cost one and
one-third cents to everybody.

In Luxemburg, the cost of the public tele-
phone is $16 ayear.

In the large cities of Austro-Hnngary tele-
phones cost $20 per year. Compare this
with $70 to $240 charged by private owner-
ship in America,

Zutphen, Holland, secures a rate of $14.45
per year, and makes a profit even at that,

In New Zealand, a country with high wages
and short hours, the telephone cost $24 per

A private telephone company is always in
business, not toserve the public, but to make
profit off the public. “In this country tele-
phone companies have watered their stocks
to two and three times the real value and they
compel the public to pay dividends upon this
muddy water. Highsalaries are also paid to
the directors, who perform absolutely no use-
ful service. The national government should
own all telephones as well as telegraphs and
merge them with the postal system.  If that
was done the service, like the present postal
system, while far from being perfect, would
be within the reach of a vast majority of the
people. ;

In Berlin, Germany, one can use the mun-
icipal telephone for one cent, and the city is
constantly extending the distance into subur-
ban towns.

MUNICIPAL THEATRES |

The theatres of Russia are all owned by
the municipality or by the nation, and nearly
all the theatres outside of Great Britian are
osrned in part or wholly. by the municipali-
ties of Europe. The municipal theatres of
Paris, Brussells and many other cities are
free on holidays the cities paying all the ex.
penses. Such theatres provide a higher
class of amusement than the .looking-for-
profit theatres of nowadays. Bernard Shaw
well says: ‘‘Private ownership is immoral,
irresponsible, full of the gambling spirit, al-
ways ready to sacrifice the public welfare to
the magnitude of its dividends, honey-combed
with corruption of all sorts, and insufferah!:
boastful of the few virtues which the law
has suceceded in forcing on it.” Not only
would the municipal theatre provide a better
class of amusement, but it would help to
drive out of existence the low ‘‘dive shows.
It would be within the reach of the masses,
Most cities already provide free public band
concerts during the summer season, It is
just as sensible and lustas much a duty to
provide smusements in the municipal theatre
as to provide band concerts on the

| WHAT A LABOR COUNCIL
HAS DONE

In November, 1898, the labor group on the
West Ham council obtained a working ma-
jority, and in view of the then pending eleo-
tions of November this yesr, the group issued
a manifesto to the electors describing what
they had done and were attempting to do,
and inviting a renewal of confidence. Here
are a few extracts from the document referred
:—

“We have abolished sweating in every muniel-
pal department, established an cight-hour day for
all municipal employees. instituted May-day hol-
iday with full pay, increased the sanitary stafl,
and doubled the work of inspection; established a
works department, in order to abolish the mid-
dleman contractor, and get rid of sub-letting and
scamping: passed plans, and are now proceeding
with the erection of a large number of workmen's
dwelling (which are being let at less rents than
the landlords are charging:) obtained a better ser-
vice of workmen's trains, are erecting baths, and
shall extend them to every portion of the borough
requiring them; extended libruries and reading
rooms; provided more music in parks and recrea-
tion grouunds, established 150 scholarships for
workers' children at the Techinical institution, are
about W canvass the borough right threugh, ko o8
to see that every landlord who has raised the peo-
ple’s rent shall have his assessment raised also;
aave found useful work for the unemployed who
wve been residents six months in the borough, by
channeling roads and planting trees in the streets;
are about to erect two large workmeu's Lotels on
the madel of Lord Rowton's; and we have also
just started municipal free concerts on Saturday
nights.™ - 5 : "
' The 48 hours working week wes instituted
on- the 1st of May last, for all employees of
the corporation, and a minimum rate of wages
of 26s per weck was instituted at the same
time. Previously the men were paid 18s per .
week, for longer hours, but were generously
provided with freelectures on thé advantages
of thrift,

Nine thousand houses were inspected for
sanitary defects, and the landlords compelled
to put their hLouses into a proper state of re-

ir.
pa’l‘his .is a-splendid record, but it is as no-
thing to what the group "contemplated at-
tempting in the near future. They proposed
to supply electric light at such a price as
should place it within the easy reach every
working man in the municipality. They pro-
posed also to take over and work the tram-
ways, But their biggest proposal was to ask -
parliament to sanction s loan of a million
sterling, for the purpese of acquiring certain
vacant land within the borough and to build
thereon 3,000 workmen's dwellings. This
scheme was actually approved at the last
meeting of the council previous to the elec~
tions'on November 1st. g

The manifesto concludes in these signifi-
cant terms: We may add that the rates are
now 3d in the £ less than when the Moder-
ates were at the height of their power in 96,
and the labor overseers, by reducing the com-
pounding allowance to big property owners,
properly assessing the big brewers who own
the public-houses in the berongh, and by
making the wealthy ratcpayer pay on the
same -basis as the poor one, will provide an
income of thousands of pounds for the next
half year’s rates.” 5

This reduction or the rates by 3d. in the
£ is all the more remarkable when we learn
that from 1886 to 1896 the rates rose from
5s. to 83, 6d. in the £, and there were no
municipal properties to show in return for the
increased expenditure, and the drains were in
a bad and dangerous condition. More the
horough treasurer reported to the council
that the rates would rise to 10s. or 11s. in
the £, instead of which the results of the past
year's work have been an unqualified success.
—English Exchange.

MUNICIPAL LODGING HOUSE

Superintendent John Hazeltine, of the mu-
nicipal lodging house, at Byracuse, N. Y.,
has filed his report for the past five months,
which brings it to the end of the year. The
report says that the lodging house to date
has cost the city $3,262 84, but has earned
$2,341.76, making the actual cost to the
city $1,121.08. Of the modney expended
'$1,058.85 was for permanent improvements,
such as.beds, ete,

The number of lodgers for the five months
past has been 2,437§ There were 674 meals
given out for one hour's work esch. Each
lodger had two meals, which shows that
5,548 meals were given out. Each lodger
worked on the strects of the city for four
hours, making 9,748 hours, which at $1.50
per day makes $1,828.13 which the lodging
house earned for the city. Theése who work-
ed an hour for a meal earned for the city
$126.48, making a total of 1,954 51. There
has been received from the county of Onon-
daga for keeping non.residents $266.66, and
the superintendent has an unpaid bill agsinst
the county for $120.60. This makes t.lz: to.
tal earning of the lodging house for five
months $2,341.76. !

Mr. Hazeltine says: ¢There has been a
very noticeable decrease in the ' numbeér of
persons sent to the penitentiary since the in-
stitution of the municipal ledging house.
What the canse is 1 cannot state, but no
lodger is allowed to leave the lodging house
after registering for the night. There has
ten a great decrease in the number of bur-
glaries and the towns around the city have
been relieved of tramps.  Should the super-
visors deem it advisable, it might be suggest-
ed that they appropriate a sum for the care
of those who come from each to the
municipal lodging house.
shows, the lodging house has
finsncially, to the city. It has, in
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SCHOOL SYSTEM IN
THE WORLD
In recent years France has been making
strides of advancement in education
any country in the world. The Franco-
Ay war taught her statesmen a lesson
., mot soon to be forgotten. :
. The primary public schools take the chil:
dren from the age of “six to twelve. The
education is givenfree; in the primary schools
‘the girls learn housekeeping, from kitchen
work and buying in the market to mending
- and making their dresses; and practice joinery
- snd blacksmithing. They are in séparate
schools.  The girls only have women teach-
.ers. The course of studies and the general
discipline are the same for both sexes. Not
more than fifty scholars in the lower class or
forty in the higher are allowed.

The newer school buildings are large, light
and airy.  Only two children sit at & bench
or desk,

Books, paper, and all needed stationery
are furnished to all the scholars, rich or
poor, free of charge. This averages about
one dollar per year for each. The children
evidently do not know the general geography
so well as American pupils, but they seem to
be better up inall that concerns their own
country. They know how to count and
reckon money, especially the girls; for women
are the cashiers and bookkeepers for their

‘ hosbands. - i
G The city furnishes a solid meal at the hour
. of noon. The meal is usually served: up in
" the covered play-room. FEach has a bowl of
" soup and a plate of steaming meat and vege-
tables. All bring bread from home unless
t00 poor, then the child. receives a piece of
bread from the school  To get their portions,
each child presents a copper check, costing
from 3 t» 4 cents; the poor have one given
them. :
Clothing and shoes are also furnished to
- the children whose parents cannot furnish
what is necessary to put them on a footing
of decent equality with all the rest, as French
. sehool children wear uniforms. - The money
for thisis gotten mainly by subscription by
' the school directors. ;
As vacations can be made to serve educa-
‘ tion as well as to health, vacation journeys.
and school colonies are planned for. These
journeys usually occupy a day, but they are
frequently for a weck; while one ward has
begun school colonies. that take the children
away from their families and the city for an
entire month. The chiidren who are to en-
~ joy. free trips to the country for a day are
* chosen among all who have behaved them-
selves; the children of well-to-de parents are
not ‘supposed to -compete; usually they are
. off for the vacation with their own fawilics,
so that childreu of the poorest familics who
are the best behaved are sclected.
Gymnpastics is obligatory both for the girls
and the boys: During the class recess of one
_half hour, morning and evening, specially
* appointed teachers  supervise exercises on
. parallel bars, swinging ropes and rings, lad-
ders, dumb-bells, and all the rest. These
' teachers have to have a special certificate of
. proficiency in gymnastic teaching. In the
's school special favor is shown to a
wedish arrangemant of cords and rope lad-
ders pulling against & stout spiral spring (it
is known as the Pichery apparatus). Be-
sides there is = great amount of military
drill; each boys’ school has its own battalion.

Manual training has been introduced into
the public schools; one-half of the two-hun-
. dred schools for beys are fitted up with shops
for working in wood, and fifteen haye provi-
gion for iron work. Much attentionis now
. given to joiners’ work. The girls learn sew-

mending, darning stockings and the mak-
ing of baby linen. Drawing and singing arc
taught to all, { .

The next teaching sbove that in primary
schools are complementary classes, from 12
 t015. These are for the advanced mathe-
" “matics and natural sciences, especially in
_ their practical every-day applications, for
bookkeeping and the modern languages, for
‘drawing, and a little more music; attention
is now more than ever given to practical
working with the hands. The girls are
taught all kinds of sewing, receive special
_ lessons in the cutting out and making up of
" clothes. They study the qualities of food:
. and drinks, the elementary . principles of
| . eooking and providing for honsehold necessi-
. ties, the concocting of simple remedies for
sickness, washing and'ironing, heating and
H . and all that concerns the manage-,
ment of the home. They go by turns through
real kitchen and laundry work. In the

former they are called on' to do the market-

ing of the day’s meal for their set, under the

eyes of the teacher and the cecking mistress.

They are allowed to dispose” of ten francs for
~the meal of ten persons. . They have cight
. bills of fare to makg up in winter and as
. many mor¢.in summer. :

e
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MUNICIPAL LONDON

Loudon, the mighty metropolis of the
world with its six million population is en-
' tering' upon m-municipal ownership policy
that m':ill in ‘the near future sastonish the

3% :
A pumber of organized forces have for
‘years made propaganda for municipal owner-
.ship, and today & majority of its citizens are

-

gallon of boiling water, Two cents brings
you milk, sugar, tea, coffee, etc. This new
Invention has fust been introduced and a
private corporation in union with the city
furnishes the warm water, drinks, etc., while
the city itself furnishea the lamp and heat.
Municipal lodging houses and tenements
are increasing fast every year. Fifteen acres
in one of the slum districts have been cleared
at'the expenso of $1,500.000 and upon this
area buildings are now being constructed with
sanitary appliances and conveniences. . Lon-
don already has 1,121 municipal tenements
with accomodations for 6,000 people.  These
pay a profit, although the reats are low when
we consider London is the metropolis of the
world. Rent for a five room tenement costs
from $2 to $3 per weck.

London has 40 municipal libraries.

The great municipal markets of London
have a gross income of over §1,000,000 and
a net profit of §125,000 a year. They cost
nesrly $17,000.000.

London has provided for municipal own-
ership of street railways in 1910,

The city bas established & great municipal
clectrie lighting plant in tho Shoreditch dis-
trict that trapsmutes the dust of the streets
into electric light. There are five other
smaller municipal electric lighting  plants.
All of them report a profit—after making
liberal allowances for sinking funds, interest,
depreciation, ete ’

The city maintains some 12 free labor bu-
reaus, where the unemployed are  helped to
secure work, Last year they secured em-
ployment for nearly 4,000 people. The
great metropolis leads the world in the num-
ber of municipal playgreands for children,
voung and old. . She bas grounds for ericket,
foothall, bage-hall, tennis. golf, hoekey, ete.,
in all parts of the city She owns some 49
miles of strect railway which at preseat are
leased to a ‘private corporation.

The municipal ownership program is stead-
ily gaining gronnd in the county council the
gain from 1895 to the present both in force
and radicalism is very marked.

MUNICIPAL DRINK TRAFFIC

The only remedy for the national crime of

traffic.  Until that is brought about the best
plan to control and check the evils of the
drink traftie, will be its municipalization,
The objection to any scheme to prohibit the
sale of liquor is that wherever it has been
tried it has proven a failare.

In Tortland, the leading city of Maine,
which has the strongest prohibition law,
there is an average of 1,000 persons arrested
for drunkenness every vear, Ten states have
tried prohibition and have repealed the law.

REASONS' IN FPAVOR OF MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP,

The retail liquor trade is a simple one.
The profits are very large. Pure liquors
would be sold by the city, Great saving
would result in the concentration of the
traffic.  Fewer drink places and far less
drunkards and the abolition of political cor-
ruption. It is already largely monopolized
and is therefore ripe to be taken over.
city would have no interest in persuading
customers to drink to excess, whereas a
dealer who depends on his sales for his living
and profit docs have an interest in pushing
the sale.

Municipal ownership of the drink traffie
bas already been successfully managed in
several cities of Sweden and Norway. In
Gothenburg, the city and acorporation jointly
control-the liquor traffic with a great decrease
in drunkenness, and a great incresse to the
city revenues. Only a few public drinking
places are allowed. ~All profit. over four per
cent. goes to the city,
Several large Epglish cities, Birmingham
among them, will municipalize the drink
traffic.  Steps have already been taken to ac-
complish this. ;

Basel, Switzerland, retails high . grade
liquors at a trifle above cost, the distilleries
all being owned by the national government.
Several other places conduct the traffic,
Bradfaord, England, has decided to retain
possession of the license of aninn, to increase
the value of the building by converting it
into a hotel, and a manager, who will be in-
dependent of profite, will be responsible for
its management. They have in previous
years allowed such. licenses to lapse, at a
total loss to the community of over $500,-
000.

ARGUMENTS FAVORING PUB-
°  LIC OWNERSHIP

When the cities of New York and Brook-
lyn owned and managed the Brooklyn bridge,
the men who ran the bridge cars were 50 per
cent. better off than they are today, now that
the bridize has been captured by capitahsts,

Public ewncrship paid the men $2.78 a
day; privafe ownership pays them 22.00.

. Public ownership worked them eight Lours
a day; private ownership works them ten
boura a day.

private ownership charges them for their
uniforms,

| Public ownership furnished free hadzes;
private ownership charges them 8300 depos.
it for a badge that is notworth fifty cents,

. The street corporations which now. usesthe
bridge as a gigantic toll gate, recently chang.
ed the pay day from Monday to Tharsday
without paying the men for the three days
that were skipped. This was a cleanstraight
steal of six dollars from every employe on
theroad.

 for the badges was taken ont
envelopes on Thanksgiving - day,
for the comfortof the

drunkenness is the nationalization of the

The

. Pablic ownership gave them free uniforms; i

. MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP
NOTES

Cardiff, Wales, will purchase the gas
works.

" In China there are no municipal enter-
prises! |

Manchester, England, has municipal news
stands.

London now furnishes meals to school
children,

Leeds will spend some $060,000 to house
the poor.

Oldham, England, manufactures carts and
saddlery.

Hull, England, is building & municipal ere-
matorium.

Helena, Mont., has voted fut munieipal
water works,
Valparawso, Chili, conducts ¢ municipal

music school i 3

Brantford, England; will eréet 24 munici-
pal dwellings,

In T'rance there are 750 municipal employ-
ment hureaus,

Springfield, Mo, will vote for a munjcipal
lighting plant. :

Dartmouth, England, gives a pension to
aged workmen,

" Birkenhead, ixlg!:ur{(l, makes §100,000 a
year on ferries,

Columbus, Ga., will take steps to own an
eleotric light plant.

Philadelplia spends $15,000 per year on
muuicipal concerts.

Logansport, Ind., has taken action for a
municipal telepbone,

Think this paper worth 20 cents a year?
Send in your quarters now.

The municipal ferries at Rotterdam  bring
in a rental of $4000 a year,

Leadville, Celo,, has voted for municipul
ownership of the water-works,

Stockport, England, employs723 persons and
pays $250,000 a year in wages. 2

Hastings, Neb., by a majority of 321, hus
voted for an clectric light plunt,

The city of Paris appropristes §50,000
annually for municipal borse races.

The city of Riga, Russia, reccives a gross
revenue of $32,000¢ a year fiom ferries,

Tarnpool, Austria, has a municipal bakery
and sells bread at cost price to citizens,

" Berne,Switzerland, has a municipal slaught-
er house, water-works, lighting plants, ete.
Dresden, Germany, publishes a daily pa-
per, and all profits are spent on public parks,
Vieona operates municipal brickyards, and
sells part of the product to private parties.

Fourteen cities of over 9,000 population
each, in France,own and conduct pawn shops.

New York city supports the College of the
City of New York, at a cost of $200,000 per
year.

Vienna, Austria, will make a net profit of
$1,400,000 on her municipal gas plant this
year, §

When people begin to keep liouse in this
country, the partizans will have to take a
back seat,

Leicester, England, lets 63 acres’ of land
to 700 persons who raise potatocs and gar-
den truck. :

Leeds, England, has city ownership of
slaughter house and meat market costing

200,000,

Hamburg, Germany, has the finest munici-
pal doeks in the world, costing nearly $80,-
000,000. i

Baltimore, Md., has a committee inyesti-
gating the feasibility of a municipal electric
lighting plant. ‘,

Kopernick and Weislock are two German
citics that own and conduct the street rail-
ways at a profit, s

\

Seventy-six of the street lighting plants in
the cities of Austria-Hungary are under mu-
nicipal ownership.

The Toronto city council has ordered the
nnion label to be placed on the municipal
firemen's clothing.

 New York city has expended $30,000,000
on her docks.  She bas an incoms of over
£3,000,000 per year,

After reading this enclose 25 cents in
stamps and we will send this paper to you or
some friend D2 weeks, Lo

New York city has municipal property val-
ued ot $375,000 000.  She is by maay times
the largest employer of labor.

New York has an annual income of £350,-
000 from ferry leases; New Orleans receives
£15,000 and St. Louis £5,000 a year.

Paris has municipal nurscries and green-
houses.  Marseilles, Lyons and several other
French towns ' i tsmeal gardens.

New York “city publishes the Daily-City
Record at a'cost of svie $75,000 per year,
and saves $800,000 per year on advertising,

Liverpool owns 6 miles of elevated rail-
way along the water front. It also owns the
docks which are leased to an operating com-
pany. ‘ : : ‘

Zurich, Switzerland, owns and operates the
street railways.  Geneva also owns and op-
erates a short street railway with steam for

|pal insurance. At a recent meeting of the

city government it was estimated the saving
would £150,008 a year.

Boston is the only city in America that
owns and operates ferries.  She does this at
a loss of nearly $100,000 a year.  None of
the ferries of that city are a financial success.

Wellington, New Zealand, has imported a
dyname to be used in lighting  its public li-
brary.  Private company charged $550 per
year. Under direct system.$150 is the cost.

Mt. Vernon, Mo., has a municipal electrie
light-plant that furnishes 19 Jiglts in a

house for §1 per month, She also has wat
fer works furnishing water to house, barn,
bear v B

i garden and lawn for 50 cents per month.

The city of Great Falls, Mout., owns and
operates its own water worhs. 1t belonged,
ta nocorporation until the first of October,
15343, when the city bought it for $370,000.
Since that time the cost of water to the con-
sumers Las been reduced 20 per cont.

Genshach, Germany, owns* the water-
works, gas and electrie light plants, market
bouses, a municipal farm, ete. Every male
and every widow reeeives $1.85 in cash each
year.  All families have fuel from a large
forest which the city owns, and taxation has
been abolished.

Comrade Hugh J. Raible writea ua that
the municipal electric lighting plant for Jop
lin is about completed He adds: *Too
much praise cannot be given to the
Arrear  for its able assistance in  this
town.” The vote was 1273 fer, to 136
against.  The good comrades of Joplin made
it possible to reach the public by seccuring
big clubs.

Chesterfield, England, bas decided to go
into the brickmaking business.  Suitablo clay
exists on tho.sewage farm,  Drickmaking
plant will be purchased, and bricks made for
the new dust destructor. - T'he town is to be
congratulated on its enterprise.  Bricks are
excessively dear just now, and brickmaking
is not a dificult industry.  The city will
save a lurge sum by the arrangement.

Philadelphia has voted to issue $12,000,-
000 of bonds for the improvement of its wat-
or supply, and it is propesed to erect a mod-
ern filterution plant.  The alarming ravages
of typhoid fever in Philadelphin  last year
supplied all the argument that was needed,
and the vote in favor of issuing the bonds
was nhout five to one,  Private interests, en-
couraged by the ease withwhich Philadelphia
wsas induced to turn over the municipal gas
plant to s company, had been trying (o get
coutrol of the water supply. Unquestionably,
these sume interests will be eager to get hold
of the proceeds of the new bonds, in ‘order
to turn the filteration business into a private
enterprise -and sell pure water at monopoly
prices to Philadelplia’s politician-ridden in-
babitants,  There ure other badly governed
cities, but doubtless no great city on carth is
so badly governed wa Philadelphia, — Keview
of Reviews.,

Municipal administration of Vienna, the
Austrian capital, is to lay its own gas-pipes
and erect its own gas retorts, 1t is hoped to
have the entire works for the manufactaring

.

|and supplying of gas for its citizens finished

by March, 1899, when the presiént contract
between the gas eompany and the city ex-
pires.  The gas company has charged 9}
kreutzers (3} cents) a cubic metre for gas
furnished to private parties, 7 kretuzers (2-8
cents) for street lighting and 9 kreutzers for
municipal bmldings, - A montbly rent has
also been charged for gas meters.  T'he Vi-
enna city authorities began negotiations look-
ing to the purchase of the plant.  Thirty-five
million florins was the first price asked by
the company for its gns works. -This was in
time reduced to 80,000,000, 25,000,000 and
finally to 16,000,000, all of which offers the
city declined-to agree to, until finally all ne-
gotintions were brokeu  and the city begsn
to lay its own pipes.  T'his arrangement baa
been expensive o both parties.:  With ‘the
expiration of the contrict, the old plant will
be shoost a dead loss to the company. A
commission appointed by the city to Investi-
gate the cost of production of gas has report.
ed that the city will net a clear profit of more
than 3,000,000 florins (31,216,500) annually,
should the price of the gas be the same us
the existing company is by contract permitted
to charge. !

MUNICIPAL SAVINGS BANKS

Three hundred years sgo there were muni-
cipal savings banks in Italy and Belgium,
They bave survived to this day, There are
many of these banks in seyeral European
nations and in Brazil, ‘ ‘
In Germany there are 1,300 cities and
communes having municipal savings banks
with 4,000,000 depositors and §500,000,000
of deposits, i
In Austria there are 268 towns and cities
Liaving these establishments,

In France there are municipal savings
banks in 458 towns and cities with 6,000,060
depositors and §600,000,000 deposits. Every
important city in France has its municipal
banks, They are immense saving to the citics,
enabling them to borrow money for munici.
pal improvements and affording absolutely
safe banks for the savings of the people.
(ilasgow has petitioned pariiament for
power to establish a savings bunk,

' DIRECT LEGISLATION
is s cardioal principle which every municipal
reform will strive for. ~With this and the
imperative mandate the people will rule. It,
g g ads oo
the growing n r of municipal enterpri
the world over. Direct legislation will give
it o S
"’ \ it “ Ly

MUNICIPAL MILK SUPPLY
The recent attempt of Counciller Will
Thorne to obtain the establishment of muni-
cipal milk-shops in the district of West Ham
is the first and most laudable attempt to con-
tribute a solution of a subject that at pres.
Lent is being widely discussed by many of the
most eminent medical and sanitary experts
of the present day, viz., the prevention of
tubercular disease amongst human beings.
This terrible scourge, tuberculosis (or con.
sumption,) has made havoe amongst the high
and low, and it has been discovered that the
lower animals, such as cows, pigs, deer, mon-
Leys, ete., when inconfinement, suffer con-
siderably from the malady, and this discovery
has led to imporlant measures being taken,
or rather, recommended to be taken, to pre-
vent its spread by means of animal food such
as meatand milk, mediums by which it is as-
serted many human beings contract the com
plaint, ;

Only recently the late 8ir Richard Thorne,
medical oflicer of the local government board,
etnted that, out of 40 of her majesty’s cows,
he had condemned 34 as sutfering from tuber-
culnedisease, It is alinost unnecessary to
say that these animals were kept under the
most sanitary conditions in every respect, and
it is, therefore, not diticult to assume what
mst be the physieal condition of the major.
ity of animals cotfined in the none too sani.
tary conditionsof the average cowshed.

Some wecks ago-the writer attended a post-

mortem and® anatomical demonstration in
Landon and saw the lungs of & cow which,
within five days of slwghtering, had been
milked for public supply. The lungs were
one mass of cheesy yellow tuberenle.  The
animal had been discovered and condemned
by the veterinary surgeon of the L. C. €.,
but what of the public who had consumed the
milk of this one of many such animals used
for wilk sapply? The lungs are not the only
part affected by this disease, although it is
usoul to look upon the complaint in the ani.
mal and as a localized and seldom a general
one; it affects the plands and sometimes the
udder, although tubercule of the udder is
happily not common, it being the most
dangerous form as far as the milk supply is
concerned,  The liability of humanity con.
tracting this discase through the milk supply
is great, and so far as we arve in England are
desirous of protection, a!l that we can do s
to boil all milk, as by that means the tiber-
enle bacilli, should it be present, succumbs
to the heat.  Beyond this process the meagre
protection afforded by the local sanitury au.
horities and the L. . C. is of very little ac-
count. No very definite rules are laid down
8 to condemning animsils as unfit unless dis.
ease is 8o marked that there is absolutely no
mistaking i ontwardly; no officer can over-
hiaul a man’a stock and wpply the tubereulin
test unless the disease isso patent that it is
obvious without tests, or the privale owner,
like her majesty, submits voluntarily to the
wat being applied. *
For the progress in such important matters
we must look abroad.  In Denmark the milk
supply is under public control; the farms
sead all their milk in sealed cans, cased in
ice, and despatched by train in specially
made ice-storsze trucks to Copenhagén; here
the cans are taken out of the trucks at the
siding and placed in the storage-room of the
depot.  They are then emptied into large
Alters and filtered throngh sand; snd, as the
Aiters discharge their contents, "a  female
taster every minate tastes the supply. No
taster is employed tasting for longer than
&ftcen minutes; another then takes her place,
and the milk is then placed in  previously
cleansed bottles and taken away for distribu-
tion to the consumers, By such a system of
supply and distribution the public of Bon.
mark are protected from the liability of con-
vontracting that scourge to humanity, tuber-
culosis, through the medium of their milk
supply.—W. C. Portman in Loudon Justice

MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP OF
LAND :

.In the middle ages, many cities of Europe
owned s great deal of land which was rented
o the prople in small parcels, the cities
wuking use of the land in the same way us &
landJord.  Many of these cities have retxined
their lands tothis day, others have acquired
land.

The city of Berlin, owns over 25,000 ncres
of land beyond the city boundary,  Frank-
fort-on-the-Main owns about 8,000, and Bres-
lau 9,000, . Twenty cities in Germany, of
50,000 or more population, own large bodies
of land. Dresden, withonly 400 acres receivean
income of §200,000 a year.  Vicona Aus-
tria, owns a'very large tract of land from
wisich she derives the annnal income of #1,«
500,000,  Pragne has an income from the
same. gonrce, of $500,000.  Nearly every
city of Austria owns agricultural land.

' The ecitics of Russin own real estate to &
large extent, which is ofien rented for pota-
to farms.  St. Petersburg and Moscow each
receive $500,000 per year from this source,
London has an income of $900,000 8 year,
ard Liverpool of $800,000.

. Most of the municipal lands once owned by
American cities have been sold into the hands
of private speculators. In 1834 Chicago
sold several acres of land, located in whut is
pow the heart of the city, for $38,000. Flad
she kept that land; she could ubolish taxa-
tion, as the income would be above the -total
cost to run the city., i \

Paris has a farm for indigents loeated in
the suburb of LaChameHe.  This farm has
for its aim, “the rescue, from among the
lerowd of applicants to the municipal night
refuges of Paris, such nn!oﬂn:;tu as

T
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The rapid grewth of urban population, the
increased use of electricity as a means of
light and power are rapidly growing, Tt has,
like water works, gas works and sewers, be-
come a necessity. It is now being generally
recognized that municipal electric lighting
costs much less, gives superior service, abol.
ishes political corruption largely in the man.
agement of the plant, pays better wages and
gives ghorter hours to the employes.  Those
who are interested from a selfish standpoint
will naturally argue against the public own.
crshiip of clectrie lighting plants.  Bat this
same cluss once argued againat public schools,

" against public streets, bridges, .parks and

even fire companies and  police departmenta.
Aund strange to relate their argument has not
changed in any single particular, It is the
gine old story,

Klectricity is a5 yetlargely owned by pri-
vate corporations,  Only three cities of over
100,000 population have municipal plants,
122 of them being in cities  with - lessit

5,000 population, BT in cities of 5,000 to

L 20,000, 20 in cities of 10,000 to 20,000, 16

in eities of 20 000 to 50,000, 3n  cities of
50,000 1o-500.000 and one in a city of
1.500,000, Of conrse many " of these cities
now  have s much larger population, and
many. other cities have adopted municipal
ownership, '
1t only needs an honest investization to
convinee an honeat citizen that it his duty to
sotiely, to Lis ety and its people, to work

- for and vote for municipal electric plants,

The ¢ity of Jamestown, N. Y., population
16,000, added its commerciatplant after the
street plant had been in operation for two
yenrs,  One large consumer who had paid
the private company 81,400 year for light-
ing, now geta his light from the city for
£000.. A prominent social club had been
paving the private company $450 a year for
lighting it rooms. In order to retain its
custom the private company hag reduced the
clinrge to $120 8 year. This shows how the
privata compsny does busincas—for profit,
Jamestovn Lias saved $22 per year on each
strect, or a total of over $8,000 per year, and
besides this, the citizens have saved over
£3,008 per yeur. A rich corporstion has lost
the opportunity te reb the public, everybody
else in Jauuestown was benefited,

LANSING, MICIL.,
popnlation 13,000, "bought out the private
plant and has reduced rates in two years over
40 per cent., and makes a profit of $7,000
yearly, sod in addition to this, the citizens
save §10,000 per year,
BLAIN, ILL.,

‘population 18,000, paid a private company

£2532.42 per light for thirty-three lights. In
1890 she, cidy eatered upon its first year of

_municipsl ownership, and in 15801 she was

using seventy-seven lights atacostof $62.34.

If to this be added inferest, ‘charges, ete.,

the cost is about $85, or about one-third what
the private company charged. The city plant
gave so much satisfaction that a new plant
for lighting parks and publio buildings has
been constructed,
ALLEGNENY, PA.,

population 125,000, has made a great success
with her electric light plant. She has reduced
the operating ¢xpenses from $61.24 per light
In 1895 to $40.06 in 1808, She paid prior
w0 1899 a private company §130 a year per

. hight, sad Pivteburg, just across the river,

~.and auditors, . - The-lease-also provides that

walue.  If the city of St. Louis bad the To-

_ met to that city $1,600,000 per yeor.

pays at present $96.
s DATROIT, MICH.,

ropnmion about 350,000, paid $130.38 per
ight to & private company in 1892, The
cost for 1898 under municipal ownership, in-
cluding interest and taxes, was less than$85.
Detroit has n magnilicént plant. © She saves
thousands of dollars annually. In twenty-
five years the plant will bo paid for and even
If there sholild bo no improvements the city
can furnish lights at $65.

OMICAGO, 1LL., .
population 2,000,000, became the owner o
its eleetric lighting system in 1887,  Today
the city owns 3,502 are lamps of 2,000 can-
dle-power, Their average cost, including all
items, is $00,40 per lamp per anopum.  Chi-

cago i3 at the same time leasing 200 lamps
exactly the same power from electriclighting
companies and pays $137 per lamp per year
tor them. Here, then, 1n the same city it
plainly appears that municipal ownership
saves the taxpayer $40.70 on every lamp.
On the 1,254 lamps which Chicago owns, it
gaves, therefore, over $50,000 a year, calcu-
lated on the basis of the price it is actually
paving for lampd it leased from private cor-
porations, and Chicago pays much higher
wages to the municipal employes. Philadelphia
paysan average of $122 toa private company,
Boston pays $128, and New York payse an
average of $160, The new electrician in
charge of the municipal plant at Chicago, e3-
timates the cost for this year, including
taxes, interest and depreciation at only $90,

The city will have 3,502 are lightsin aper- |

ation.. The newest plant at Halsted &t
reduced operating expenses to about $60
arc light for 1598-99,

Mr.
that theyconld, were they allowed by
sumers at one-half the cost now charged by
the private company.

BPRINGFIELD, ILL.,

is a frood illustration of the efTorts for profit

by a corporation and the superior advantages
of & municipal lighting plant for & city. In
1804 the cily wus paying & private company
$137 per yeur for are lights 2,000 candie-
power, that were burned only on dark nights,
This company also controlied the gas cowm-
pany, and refused to offer lights for less than
$120 in order to secure—a new contract, and
claimoed that the cost was $117, leaving the
company only $3 profit. The city was largely
in favor of buying a plant but was prevented
from doing so by a state law, which prohibits
u city from going into debt above a certain
per cent. on valuation. This law has since
been repealed, | This being the condition
that confronted the city, sixty public spirited
citizens organized s company. The old com-
p:uf_v had been receiving $24,000 per year for
147 lights: The new company offered to
furnish nearly double the number of candle
power lighta for the same-sum, $24.000, and
in addition the company agreed to {nrnish
lights for the city hall, pelice headquarters
and engine houses free. Out of this sum
the company agreed to turn over to the city
about 49 per cent., until such time as this
ameunted to & suflicient sum to pay for the
cnitire plant, when it sheuld become the
property of the city. Sucha contract could
not be legally made, but an arrangement has
been made whereby Springtield secures light-
ing at abont 40 per cent. less than the old
company charged, and gets ehr pablic build.
ings lighted free—a saving of $1,800. On
June 1, 1899, the total cost of the plant was
$111,130.40, of which $B87,085.06 was for
munictpal lighting. The company has al.
ready credited the city with profits of $60,-
19,96, leaving a net debt of $50,934.75, so
that in 1901 the city will absolutely own the
plant and will be able to furnish lights at
about one-third of the former cost by a cor-
poration.
A COMPARISON.

The city of Rutland, Vt., is paying under
its present contract $124.10 per lamp per
year for its street lighting service.  The fol-
lowing eities are lighting their streets at an
enormous saving with their own municipal
eleetric lighting plants; as the following table
will show:

Saving
Per Lamp

Before.  After. Per Year
Bangor, Me...o.ovoas 815000 $45.00 - §102.00
Tewiston, Me........ 182,00 55.00 127.00
Peabody, Mass. ... oo 185,00 62.00 125.00
Bay City, Mich....... 110.00  58.00 5200
Huntington, Ind.,... 146,00 - 50.00 06,00
Goshen, Ind, e, e ING00 77.00 0.0
Bliomington, 1., ... « L0 51.00 63000
Ohicago, Hl..o.ieas . 2000 90,04 153.60
Fairfleld, Ia..:.. wrees BTB00 0 T0.00 3OS 00
Aurara, L. cu. 0 e B2.00 5155 272,45

The above named cities are lighting their
streets at an average cost of $62, or one.Lalf
of what it costs to light Rutland.

Mr. Dow, writing to the Western FElecotri-
¢ian upon the advantages of municipal plants,

law, furnish clectric lights to private con- u

MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC LIGHTS

says: To sum np: If s manicipal plantis
operated and managed in good running order,
at such a figure as, added to interest, sink-
ing fund and lost taxes, will equal the con-
tract cost of lighting, there is a gain to the
taxpayers in manicipal lighting, directly by
reason of ownership of a marketable asset,
free trom incumbrance at the winding up of
the sinking fund; and indirectly by the re-
tention of the depreciation fund in the active
business of the tax-payers,
PUBLIC VB, PRIVATE OWNERSHIP COMPARED.
Below will be found the cost of electric
lights, per street arc, per year, in the cities
named, and shows the cost of private ag com-
ublic owuership of plants:

..... 5 X
123 58 03
98.50
50.00*
. 80.00
1.81 &7.58¢
.60 #0.00
1,490 40.79°
78.00
44.50%
1.68 104.00
1.65 R4 444
41.00
12.50¢
8212
B8.04¢
€0.00
£5.48¢
123.00
60.73¢
175 100.00
4.00 T3
L0 75.00

Alameds, Cal... . 15000 423 58.08
*This laciodes Tigper saut for intersst and dapreciation.
t1his (ueludes b por cent for (miersst and deprecistion.

Under private ownership the citizens of
Jessimer, Micl., pay $1.00 per mouth for
incandoscent electric lights,  Under public
ownership the citizens of Stanton, Mich., pay
50 cents for the same service,

The citizens of Greenville, Mich,, pay a
corporation 1 per month for each incandes.
cent light they use,  In Marshall, Mich.,the
municipality receives 39 cents for the same
service,

(itizens of Caleaska, Mich, patronize a
private company and an incandescent light
costs them $2.50 per month, At Ssuth Ha-
ven, Mich., the municipality owns the elec.
tric plant and furnishes the same service to
citizens for 35 centa per lamp per month,

Tue electric lighting plant of Muskegon,
Mich., i3 owned by a corporation which
charges §1 per month per incandescent light,
At Threo Oaks, Mich , the municipality owns
the plant and charges 35 cents for the same
servieo,

A private company furnishes consumers of
electric lighting at Tronwood City, Mich.,
with incandeseent lights at $1 each per month.
At Shelby, Mich., the city owns the plant and
an incandescent light costs 30 cents per
month,

MANCHESTER ENGLAND,

has owned and operated an electric lighting
plant for several years.  She i3 now making
vast improvements, She i3 making a profit
of $150,000 a year on commercial lighting.
About one-half of this is devoted to the re-
lief of taxes and the balance to the improve-
ment of the service. She has reduced the
Liours of labor and increased. the wages of
the employes 13 per cent. She furnishes
lights at $36.44 per light.

GLASGOW

makes an annual profit of over £50,000 on
her electric hghiing plant, and Hdinburgh
makes a net profit of £35,000, ‘

The oldest municipal electric works in
Great Britain are at Bradford, which were
built in 18895 Brightonand® St. ~Pancias in
1891, ; .

A present there are some 130 municipal
electric lighting plants in Great Britaia,

One-half of the leading cities in (Germany
own municipal electric lighting plants, j

Paris gets publie lighting at cest and over
£4,000,000 yearly as her share of the profits
from six private companics, whose rights re-
vert to the city at the expiration’ of their
charters, %

Many of the Swiss cities have ectablishsd
eleetrie lighting plants, g

Six municipalities in New South Wales
have erected manicipal plants  Redfern,
population 23,000 and New Castle 14,000
are the largest. Both are a success in every
way. i

Municipal Street Railways

& a a»

tickets for 25 cents.  Six tickets are sold for
20 conts, twenty-five tickets for §1; children
undoer nine, half fare,  Free transfer tickets
are issped,  In addition to all this the com-
pany is obliged to remove the snow and keep
the streets in. repair.  The company can
work its employes only 10 hours per day or
60 in s week, The . city engineer has full
control ever the company in respect to many
vital matiers.  The company is compelled to
furnisl-suflicient cars and introduce any new
improvements which the city may order. It
mnst keop it hooks and "aceounts in order,
sabject to tite approval of the city engineer

any improvements which the company may
make shall revert to tha city at a fair valua.
tion withiout regard to the increased franchise

m for her strect railways, it would
In

ronto

compaay with Comrade J. F. Carey,of Mass.,
 the writer visited the city of, Toronto, in 1898
 Khe system is & mokt subatantial one, better
comstructed thaa
citles.
th

most of those in our large
The people aré largely dissatisficd
the private cempany operatien,and there
demand for city operation: - The
_elschion in Torento was won by this

aad it is certain that this adminis-
el the company to live up
{ its lease, a thing that has not

Wt

twenty years ago, gave the municipalitics the
choice whether they should build their own
street railways or leave the work to the gen-
cral government as a part of the general rail-
way system. :
Melbourne and the twelve suburban towns
and small cities decided to use the privilege
themselves.  They formed a tramway district
under a trust, composed of delegates from
the several municipalities.  The money was
obtained from the general government, under
a guarantee, for the construction of an ex-
tensive system of street railways. The lines
were leased to a company for 32 years, under
terms by which thy company maintains the
lines and the highways and streets; pays the
4nterest on the cost of construction,and forms
a sinking fund that will extinguish the loan
contracted by the municipalities, while the
entire property reverts to the public on the
expiration of the lease.  Thus the great city
of Melbourne will become the owner of a
splendid strect railway system without cost-
ing a single cent.  On the steam roads run-
ning for a distance of 30 miles in all direc-
tions out of Melbourne, the government has
established low rates. ~ Passemgers pay ten
cents for a 30 mile ride,and what is the more
remarkablo is tho fact that wages are higher
than in America and the eigh
has been established for more than thirty
years. Sokool children are transported free,
capital of New South Wales,

AWSTRALIA.

hjlduy‘ the
ho street Tailway system was bullt by

t-hour work day | .

money for the municipal construction of
street railways, water works, gas and electric
light plants whenever requested by a munici-
pality, Sidney and some other of the smaller
cities in Australia have adopted the plan of
free street car traflic and this is in the writer's
opinion the coming policy of all municipal
owned street traffic.  There would be great
economy in this, Just imagine & set of book.
keepers to keep track of everybody who
walked cupon the municipal® streets.  Just
imagine every pedestrian being ohliged to
pay a fare or secure & transfer to walk over
one street and into another, and the cost of
printing the millions of tickets, transfers, ete.

i

| “Muniéiphl ‘

Monopolies™

BY RDWARD W. BEMIS, Pl D.

A collection of papers by American
economists and specialists, covering the
entire range of Municipal Ownership xnd
Operation. A book of 021 pages, ‘con-
tairing valuable and relfable data and
statistics gathored from all parts of the
world. Necessary tostudent and speak-
or alike. Endorsed by all autiiorities on
the subject. -Once seen, you wonld not
part with your copy for ten times the

ce.
pel PRICE, $2.00~worth $50
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Book Department

s

We conduct our streets, parks, schools, fire
companies, elc., by general taxation.  Why
It has been stated in
the daily press that it will cost the Penn.,
Central R. R. $15,000,000 to make all the
changes required by the figurers of 1900.
Think of this for s loss and. then consider
that the street railways of America transport
five times as many passengers as all the steam
railways, and you can perhaps see at least a
part of the enormous waste.

BERLIN, GERVANTY,

has the finest railway in the world. The sur-
face roads are in the hands of s private cor-
poration.  Its franchise will expire in 1911,
when it becomes the property of the city.
The mumber of passengers carried a year av-
erages 200,000,000. The city requires the
best form of track censtruction.  The com-
pany also has to pay a large percentage of
the cost of paving the streets, ctc., and must
pay the entire cost of changes in the relaying
of gas or water mains, sewers, ete. If the
city authorities conclude tlhat a street is too
narrow for railway traffic the company is
compelled to pay the full cost ‘of widening.
The company has to pay taxes like any other,
property, and in addition to all this pays the
city about $300,000 per year.  Seventy-five
per cent of the fares are 2} cents.  The fin-
cst rapid transit system in the world is the
Great Berlin Rapid Transit System owned
and eperated by the national government. It
extends for nine miles through the heart of
tae city in- an east and west direction, and
has four tracks built upon a magnificent via-
duct, mostly of solid masonry. It costnearly

3,000,000 per mile. It is of handsome ar-
chitectural design. It has its.own rignt of
way, cut through buildings for a considerable
distance, withoutregard to existing highways.
The streets are crossed upon graceful and
artistic bridges built of iron.  Many of the
arches, which are beautiful in design, are
rented for warehouses, stores, eto. It iscon-
ducted in connection with the belt road that
surrounds the city, and commects with all the
great trunk lines of steam reads that run to
all parts of the empire. . They are now.all
owned by the government. Nearly 600 trains
per day are run over this street railroad. It
is now run to its full capacity and two more
tracks are to be added, making a six track
road. When these two additional tracks are
built, one at the north and one at the south,
the two cemtral tracks will be used only for
long distance and freight traeks,

By using the tracks in connection with the
great trunk lines, express trains from all
parts of Eurepe, are brought into the heart
of Berlin with its 2,000,000 population. Af-
ter midnight the central tracks are used for
freight only, when they are clear from pas-
senger trafic.  The passenger stations of the
Stadt-Bahn, as the road is called in Berlin,
are magniffcent.  They are constructed fire
proof, of solid masonry and iron, with arched
roofd of iron and glass, Atall these stations
hydraulic elevators carry passengers and bag-
gage up and down, the service being perfect.
The through traffic is entirely scparated from
the local tratlic by different entranceg to the
statioa. .

The regular fare for a distance of five miles
is two snd one-half cents third class, and
three and three.fourths cents first class.
Season tickets by the month, three months or
one year are sold at a remarkably cheap rate.
A yearly ticket costs $4 50,and one can trav-
el a distance of five miles asmany times a
day as he chooses for 365 days. On the
elevated railway of New York, or, upon the
railways of any of our great cities, one round
trip a day for 365 days would cost $36.50.
And if a working man wished to cat dinner
at home and thus make two round trips a
day. the cost wounld be $73, while the work-
ingman in the German metropolis gets the
same service for §4 50. Frank G. Carpenter,
the noted traveler has said, Berlin is the best
governed eity in the world. She  has the
finest and cleanest streets and the most com-
plete sewerage system in the world..

PARIS

enjoys an income of $1,000,000 a year from
the street and omnibus lines, They are at
present in the hands of private corporations
but public sentiment is largely in favor of
city ownership and operation. At the end of
the present franchise the lines will revert to
the city.

The city of Frankfort-on-the-Main, Ger-
miny, has bonght and will operate the street
cars, $5,000,000 has been appropriated for
the purchase of suburban lines and the ex-
tension and improvement of the system.

GREAT BRITAIN,

The :‘General Tramway Act," passed in
1870, with very few changes, governs the re-
Iations to street railways in Great Britain.
Under these laws the municipalitics are giv.
en full power to enforce certain conditions,
regulations, ete. The law gives the cities the
right to purchase any strect railway after it
hias been in operation twenty one years,

The principle of city ownership and opera-
tion in Great Britain, is recognized by all
classes, and already forty-two citiesown their
street railways, The general law provides
against the over-crowding of the cars. Com-
pels the owners of the private owned lines to
ran epough cars to give every passenger a
seal. :

The law also provides that the rails must
not be above the paving and as a result there
are no buggy wheels wrenched off, and a
thonsand other accidents common to Ameri-
| can sireets are prevented. It leavesthe road
| from curb to carb as smooth as the pave-

meat.  Huddersford, Liverpool, Manchester,
Birmingham. Edinburgh, Giasgow and Ply-
moutl are the leading cities that own their
street railways, . i Ll

: aLasgow,
In July 1894, the lesse of
which had | the stre

and the city voted to

its plant. The
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from the report. From July, 1894, to the first
of 1895 was an experimental stage. Yetsa
profit is shown for even those months. For
the year ending with those eleven month's
operation, the gross income was $1,182,070.80,
and the gross expenditure was $1,011,047.20,
leaving a balance of $121,023 60. Thissum
was used in payment to ‘‘common good," re-

Iserve fund and depreciation of capital. This

was a big surprise to the doubters and once
more they predicted a coming disaster. The
year ending June 1896 showed this remarka-
ble statement:

GrO8S {NCOME. . vuureransesssssaoess 81,671,888.25
Gross ‘expenditure,...... 1,255,551.84

Profit ....coocesvesasneansssasss 8 416,336.00

This report disposed forever of the notion
that the city of Glasgow, or any other city,
cannot profitably own and oporate a street
railway. The total number of passengers
carried for the year ending June 30, 1898,
was 88,462,594, In 1898, nearly 120,000,-
000 were carried, and the net profit was be-
tween $300,000 and $600,000. Glasgow also
reduced the hours of labor to sixty per week
and has increased their pay, The p
company worked their employes seventy-o
hours per week. The city also provides two
new uniforms to the street railway employea.
At the present forty per cent. of the passen.
gers ride for one cent and the rest at two
cents. The men belong toa friendly soclety
and the city contributes to its funds one-half
of what is givep by the members, The num-
ber of members is 1,474. Glasgow bas- re-
cently signed o contract for eclectrical
equipments, The legal expenses of the Glas.
gow strect railways in 1887 was about $320,
In Chicago it was about: $200,000. The
boodle bills in Porkopolis were also heavy,
which of course the intelligent (?) Chicago
public paid.

HUDDERSFIELD.

This town, with a population of 140,000,
is utterly unsnited for a profitable street rail.
way. 1t is very hilly, not compactly buil
but what is called a ¢‘straggling borough,”
consisting of several outlaying villages and
townships to which the railway is run solely
for the public convenience. The city con-
structed the street railway completing itin
1883, The first few years there was a slight
deflciency, but for the year ending 1897 the
gross profit was $61,282. About $45,000 of
this sum was placed to the sinking fumnd and
depreciation. The hours of labor have been
reduced to eight hours per day with no Sun-
day work.

The plant is also used to remove sanitary
refuse. They carry eome fifty tons per day.
The postal authorities pay the city $1,500
per year for the use of the cars, containing
boxes for the deposit of mail. The fare is:
two cents. The motive power is steam but
with the introduction of electricity fares may
be reduced to one cent with a 10 per cent
increase in wages.

LEEDS,

The street railway was let to s company
until 1894 when the city took charge.' Since
the city took charge the net annual profit to
the city has averaged £10,000. The city
spends in wages to drivers and conductors
$25,000 a year more than the private com-
pany did. It spends $650 a week more than
the company did on its employes generally,
Electricity is now being used successfully.

MANCHESTER,
with a population of 505,000, owns fifty
miles of track all constructed by the city.
Since 1877 the city has derived anincome of
$100,000 per year and maintains the track.
The help are employed only five days in &
week but are paid for seven days, Wages
are low compared to those paid in America,
The city has just voted to purchase the en.
tire system and operate it. ;
. LIVERPOOL

now owns and operates fifty miles of street
railway. Up to 1897 she leased them toa
private company for $150,000 per year, keep-
ing the track in repair, In 1897 she bought
the lease and is now operating the road. She
also has six miles of elevated road.

A peculiar thing about the street lines is
that atsireet junctions, or where large num.
bers of passengers board the cars the track
is curved to run ‘to the sidewalk, cnabling
the passengers to step from the sidewalk to
the car. There is a growing demand for the
city to purchase the.private owned lines.

BIRMINGHAM
owns some forty miles of single track. They
are leased to private companies for twenty
years. Four per ceat. on the gross cost of
constructionis paid for the first fourteen
years and 5 per cent. for seven years.
company is compelled to transport passengers
for a two-cent fare and furnish seats for al

BLACEPOOL : :
owns and operates several miles of street
railway and inakes a profit of about '$16,000
per year. This is a net profit of 7} per cent,
on capital invested. :
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