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THE MENACE

‘TO AMERICA

uowtllocnplhlkt Dictator Across the Mexican Bl;rder
Has Crushed Labor to a State of Peonage, and is Now
- Using It in Behalf of American Capitalism.
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MEX]OO. with 15,000,
000 population, 767,
005 square miles, diversi-
fled climate, grand natu-
ral seenery  and  almost
limitless resources, today
is under the iron heel of
a despotism as absolute as the Russian
sutoeracy. With a constitution far more
liberal and demotratié than that of the
United States, guaranteeiny free assem-
blage, free speech, free press, popular
elections, compulsory sducation and
freedom of contract between employer
and employe, the government is’ arbi-
trary to a superlative degree and is ad-
winistered by & mouster whose very
name strikes terror to the hearts of his
subjects, oe the accession of Diaz
to power there has been no liberty in
Mexiop, no exercise of the voling fran-
- chise, mo unntrammelled * discussion of
pular tions either by voice or
;::‘n‘q:;lo there hag been a meas-
ure of prosperity and improvemcat, it
has been at the expense both of the
natural resources of the country and of
the people.

Citizens of the Upited States living
near the international boundary line,
conversant with the situation, shudder
when they look over into the lonely
mountains and barren plains of Mexico.
On leaving Texas, Arizons or California
the visitor to Mexieo bidi his relatives
and friends farewell as if he were about
1o make s pilgrimage into the unknown.
Immediately upon crossing the line the
despotic influence of Diaz is felt. Uni-
formed gusrds with loaded rifies offi-
ciate &t the entranee, are constantly
present in eve of the country
‘and ate unehg g:::m at the final
port of d re. The atmosphere is

! with the military spirit and at

undefinable consciousness of the prea-
ence of the ubiquitous spy. ¥rom' the
time one leaves the doubtful freedom
of Unele S8am until he again steps be-
neath the of the stars and
stripes ! . Mexico in
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Appeal 1o Reason,

stitufe the wealthy Mexican class, who,
with the foreign capitalist clnss, are
interested in the eontinuance of existing
conditions in Mexico. Should the work-
ing class revolt there is no question but
that Dinz and his gang of pirates would
instantly ask and receive aid from the
ruling classes of foreign nations, sund
especially from the Vnited Statés.

Why Tkerz is No Revolt,

Fear of this possibility, as much as

anything else, is the thing today that
is keeping the Mexicun people quiet in
the madst of their intolerable situation
Ancinherent pride which amounts to a
passion prevents them from rising and
attempting the overthrow of the dicta-
Had the Mexican people posi-
tive assurance that the United -States
government would not interfers they
would spring to arms from Gustamala
to the Rio Grande, and in. less than
a week the sound of Diaz’s defeated
guns would give 'way to the joy-bells of
a rejuvenated republic, Annexation to
the United States is undesirable to the
Mexican people, and it is ‘a proposition,
which, if attempted, will be resisted by
the last Mexican left alive. Rather than
risk this possibility the plundered, op-
pressed and ontraged, but yet nation-
loving  people, prefer to preserve their
unational itegrity, even though it means
poverty and the rule of Diaz.
Through the writings of journalists
and historians, whose accounts have been
colored by the silver and gold of the
dictator, Diaz has been) represented to
the world as the savior and upbuilder
of his country, Within the last eight-
een months American, English, French
and .German magazines have contained
glowing tributes to the wisdom and ex-
ecutive’ power of the man, who, it is
alleged, put down revolution, enforced
peace, invited foreign capital and united
in happy prosperity the warring tribes
of Mexico. If the American working
class s to intelligently understznd the
cause of the present imprisonment of
Ricardo Flores Magon and his fellow
revolutionists in an American jail it is
also necessary that they correctly tn-
derstand' the - trne chacter of Porfirio
Diaz, the circumtsnces that placed’ him
at the head of the Mexican government,
and something of the real history of
Mexican political ‘and industrial devel-
opment einee the nation threw off the
Spanish yoke in 1810,

When Mexico Was Happy.
While it is true that today peonage
and slavery exist in every state of
Mexico, and the poverty of the working
class is acute and universal, such has not
always been the situation. Mexico has

| had her herolc days, and days of glor-
| lous opportunity for the working people.

Talk to a peon of his miserable condi-
tion, and he will not point with hope to
' mbrrow;. he will revert to

can,
Ta | high

gan to make efféctive against the church | zan to sicken and
and. military power, the provisions of osity on the part

the constitution, the clerical party sent
delegates to England, France and Spain
for assistance.

Foreign Interference Begins.

It was declared that unrest and revo-
lution prevailed in the republic of Mex-
ico, that life and properiy were not safe
and that Juarez had repudiated the na-
tional debt. These representations were
made to the BEuropean countries visited
by the conservative delegates at a time
when Mexico, peaceful and prosprous,
was epjoying = liberty, under law, such
as the world never saw before or since.
Juarez was rapidly disbanding the army,
as provided by the constitution, and was
advising the orgnoization of a volunteer
nationsl gusrd. Arrangementa were be-
ing made for the extension of the public
school system of education, and the eur-
tailment of the power of the priesthood.
Public improvements, employing Mexi-
can workers at the highest wages rate,
were in progréss, and, while enormors
individual fortunes at the expense of the
people . were discouraged, legilimate
wealth getting by men of honest pur
pose was encouraged. This condition of
things proved intolerable to the clerical
capitalist-military combination, and at
{heir solicitation the tri-partite conven-
tion, composed of representatives of
England, France and Spain, met in Lon-
don, England, in October, 1861

The total actual debt of the Mexican
republic at that time was £50,000,000
but with' interest and other claims said
to be outstanding, it amounted to aliout
£100,000,000. Juarez announced that he
was perfeetly wiling to co-operate with
any proposition that looked to the pay-
ment of the legitimate national debt.
but that he would not consent to the
despoilation of his eountrymen for the
benefit of the c¢hurch or private capi-
talists. - Claims held by private Eng-
lish, ‘Spanish and French ' capitalista
Juarez stated that he was perfectly wills
ing to consider; if, they were just, his
country, he said, would settle them; if
they were not, then they would not be
paid.

Fraudulent Claims Enforced.

Spain had a claim ugainst Mexico
amounting to several millions, which
Tepresented expenses ‘incurred by the
Spanish government in itz attempt to
subjugate the Mexican people. 7This old
war debt had not beent contracted by
the Mexican government, and Juarer
thonght kis country ought not to ‘be
held - responsible for its payment. Is
1845 Manuel! Lizardi had been semt to
England by the Mexican government to
borrow a sum of money. Lizardi suc-
ceeded in negotiating with London bank-
ers a loan of 8590000, which he put
into his own pockets, and, at the same
time, in collusion with the bankers,
signed a pact by which the Mexican gov-
erament agreed to pay 83,000,000 for
the loan of the $500.000. Though the
Mexioan government never received &
penny of the joan. it was represented to
the Britisi, government as a just and
honest debt. During the year 1852 in
the streets of Vera Cruz-there ocestrred:
a street fight hetween n crowd of irre:
sponsitile hoodlums, which resulted in
slight damages to the shop of a French
bread maker., Several panes of glass
were broken and some pies and cakes
were scattered about, As a'resnlt the
bread maker put in a claim againgt the
Mexican government which, with infer-
est, amointed to $1.500,000. This sum,
which | figured “in - the mnational debt,
Juarez decided was unjust, and he

announced. Another claim amount-

50
ing to $10,000,000 held against the Mex- |’

ican government was that which arose
from the incident to the estab-
lishment ‘of Mission del Santo Rosario,
in the Philippines, in 1830. This mis-
sion was a Jesuit institntion, with which
the Mexican government had to
do, and when Padre Marin, a Jesuit,
presented the claim for the $10,000,000,
Juarez announced plainly that if he
could prevent it the claim would not

“|be paid. - ]

' . Terrorized by Foreign Fleets.

These different claims azainst ihe
Mexican government, together with the
-declaration that Mexioo was in & state
of insurrection, were considered by the
tri-partite convention sto constitute an
excuse sufficient to justify the sending
of English. Spanish and French fleets
to. Vera Cruz. The joy of the cleri-
cals, capitalists, and  militarists whs
boundless when war ships of tha in-
vading nationy anchored in the harbor
of the Mexican seaport. - Through Man-

ted | nel Doblado, representative of the Mexi-

government who conferred with the
.officers of the three feets, Juarex
agreed to pay ihe debt contracted with

808 | the country prosper.

Juarez's
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yment of unjust
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1t was early in the year 1552 that the |
ireached Vera Cruz. Find<}

situation grossly misrepre- |
by J enemies, _ Ueneral | &
the Spanish fleet, with the|

of fever. Geuer-
b Juarez permitted
the landing of the Erench and their co-
cupation of the at Jalaps, near
Vera Cruz. This rosity was repaid
with treachery by ‘the French, whese
general speedily ' mobilized his  forces,
proclaimed the republic «t an end, an-
announced the dictaterahip of Don Juan
Almonte; and marchéd to the battle of
Pucbla. May 5. now & notional Mesican
holiday, was fought the battle of Py-
ebla in which the invaders were routed
by the Mexicans uMder Ceneral Zara-
gosa. Nearly ' year later, the French,
réinforeced by clerienls, capitalists and
militarists, besieged and captured Pu-
ebla. Tn 1863 Archduke Maximilian, of
Austria, was erowsed emperor, while
Juarez and his cabinet were foreed to
take refuge in towns in northern Mex-
oo,

From 1862 to 1848 the war between
Juarez and Maximilian raged, until at
last, after fully 1000000 Mexican pa-
triots laid down thefr lves, Maximilian
wasg captured and shot. Juarez re-eatered
Mexjco City amidst the acclaim of the
people, and at once set about the work
of repairing the wawtes of war. The
first thing he found paeessary to do was
the dishandment of the large army, and
the reorganization @f the industries of
the country. Tt is st this time Por-
firio Diaz appears @rominently on the

soene, ¥
i
Diaz to the Front.
It canmot be & that during the

six years war Diax fought the French
invaders more or waliantly. He, how-
ever, was at no tim# chief in command
of the patriot f i 'as has bebn rep-
resented by his hifed newspaper and
magazine writers. Hp occupied subordi-
nite positions” and Was not especially
distingnished unti the close o1 the
war., His prominence #ame when he op-
posed the disbandmént of the srmy, in
which contention he® upheld by the
clericals, capitalists,‘militarists and the

adventurous  arm¥ = elements, whose
former occupation comd of highway
robbery, murder andmapine, and whe
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States, as yet, thore are cortain forms
ey o e e | f Jaw that must be complied with be-
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through upitdistdu-. o
g The Tyrant’s Use of the Press.
prevail. Tt & said Yoo win ‘ i
papers and magazines have not told the
Mexico. When a special writer con-
sults Diaz for en interview be ia sither
deceived by the boaring snd conversa:
cially every. tion of the man, who never ceases in
his self-adulation, or he is introduced
. mm” mmwfnr—r‘"hﬂ
:‘,2,.,‘ {:‘lml’""’!m With all
Diaz ference ';;'“‘-: :“‘ common
vior, Ml ot | to appre-
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el i ot Tt oy oot
and . | Tea: pressbure
Sion | tion of type. With Jittle in
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for the trade, it is said, the clder Diaz
used a chain whip at the end of which
was attached 'a small spiked steel ball.{
The horses were beaten into bloody sub-
mission with this whip by the horse
trainer, whose son, Porfirio, stood by de- T
lighted with the process. Every act of |
cruelty imposed upen dumb snimals by |
the elder Disz was engrafted into the|
growing boyhood of Porfirie, and in af- |
ter years was:reflected in the dictator's
savage treatment of his fellowmen,
When Porfirio was ten years old his |
fiendish disposition was revealed by an'
incident which every person in Mexien |
knows about but which is never seen in
print. A younger brother, Felix, aged
cight, was stretched out om the floor !
asleep one warm aftermoon, when Por-

gun powder. With the stealthiness of
& savage the young, scroundrel poured
his sleeping brothers” nostrils full
The

mateh, explosion  disfigured

thereby, “Pug-Nosed” Diax. |

In echool Porfirio went in for mili-
farism. - Like the great Napoleom, to
whom be is said {o bear s striking re-
semblapee by his hired pewspaper writ-
ers, and with whom be is fond of com-
paring himself, he organized military
companies among his playmates and en-
gaged in sham battles. Ji is recordsd
that youmg Dixr never took prisoners in
these engagements except to shoot them
forthwith. Here originated the practice
which later became the fundamental Jaw
of the dictatomhip—“Shoot first and in-
vestigate afterwards” In his youth
Diaz was ever ready to kill, and.at four-
toen, it is said, he manufactured for
bimself the rifle with which he com-
mitted his first murder.

A Nero and Crar.

The eruel young fighter early enlisted
in the army, and, it is said, made &
good soldier. That means that he be-
came u professional murderer, and all
that the term implies. If ever he pos-
sessed & human beart it turned finto a
neidet of zteel absolutely devoid of feel-

Stat i
baleful influence
Mexjcan life

lored *

firjo crept up with » flask filled with [}

of |
powder, after which he applied » l'.gh(ﬂd.:!
2 frasmomenen
sleeper’s countenatce and tore hin ”"Mjmllv reward the & ling o e

to pieces, and to this day the unfortu-i o o0 poriie srmv which had eleva.ed
nate vietim of Porfirio Diar’s barbarity | pim 10 power, Ev
is known as “Chato” Disz, meaning |
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Democratic Editors Fund

Elsewhere in this issue is an important article on the subject of
sending the Appeal for a year to every democratic editor in the country.
Most of them will print Socialist matter if theéy can zet it fresh and
up to date‘and regularly each week.

To do this will require a ot of money and all of you who want to
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ery officer from col-
onel to general received a comcession of
land, & govermment privilege or bonds.
The infiuential offi of the srmy

were thus rivited to with hooks
stronger than steel. Contrary t6 the
copstitution, the =mrmy itsel!  waa
- and enlarged and made

the institution of supremest importance
in the land. A strong goveruient must
have back of it s powerful army, and
Disz saw to it that his fighting ma-
chine was able always fo meet the
pecessary requirements. Vast tracts of

and cultivated in smsll patches by Mex-
jcan fwrmers, were seized, uwpom orders

ican swmall farmers of their property,
snd their rednction to “peomage.” is =
narmative of revolting detail.
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The éutrages perpotrated upon these
revolutionists duringrhese years
geription.  Not only wers they
day snd might, but their fod

g

all this on American
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for it.

without the slightest warrant :

8| tha

%
B

a
to show these men guilty of any

against them have
proved untrue and then other
rges have been filad which to
hold them until finally’ tﬁ, eould in
soms way be convicted and gotten back
into Mexico: In these noth-
ing has heen too vile to resort to to
secure the extradition of these men,

11

conviction may be had and the prison.
ers rushed across the Rio Grande before
we are aware of it. '[hers is but one
safe course to pursue and that Is to

~ | widen and deepen our protest and stir

up the working class and the whole body

*Lof liberty-loving citizens to rise in re-

volt aguinst it. - .

Thess men ought to be free. They
have suffered enmough and more . than
enough. For sixteen years they have
been hounded day and night when they
have not beem in rotten and loathsome

ons,

Magon, Villarreal, Rivera and Sarabia
are the brave apostles of freedom. They
are fighting the battles of the erushed
and mangled masses and deserva the
sympathy and support of every civilized
human being on earth, That they have
sought to overthrow the crime-stained
dynasty of Diazx is to their eternal
bonor. They are kin to Tom Paine,
Ben Franklin, Sam Adams, and Patriex
Henry, in spirit at least. They are
the fearless and incorruptible leaders of
the peoplé and future history will im-
mortalizd their unselfish consecration to
their suffering eountry.

That these men should languish in
American jsils is a foul biot upon the
honor of the American people. Our own
revolutionary forefathers received such
patriots, from whatever country they
might have fled, with open arms and ac-
claimed them heroes.

Why should we suffer ourselves to
pass into history as the degenerate sons
of the American revolufion?

If the patriots who revolted againse
King George of 1776 mre worthy to be
honored for creating this, republic why
should Magon and. his fellow revoiu.
tionists be committed to our jails' for
seeking to do the same in Mexico?

To rescue these comrades and ag the
ssme time blot out the stigma of dis-
grace sthat rests upon us will rejuire
the most tremendous and. persistent ef-
fort on our part and every Socialist and
sympathizer should realize this and come
to the front at this critieal time and
render all the aid in his power.

The agitation must be ipcreased and
the publicity made country-wide,

The Appeal ig in this fight with all the
ability and resources it can command. Tt
Lis a fight for life and for honor, g fight
involving a great principle, which every
manly man and womanly woman will
support because it is a fight to protest
innocent men against red-handed mur-
derers and secure the triumph of right.
sousness.

Millions of Tons.

The news. comes frorg Pennsylyania
that “thers looms against the gray sky
millions upon ‘millions of tons of anthra-
cite coal piled in the yards of the Phil-
adelphia and Reading railroad company.”

And thereby hangs a lalel These
mountsing of eoal have been mined and
piled sway in anticipation of a pessi-
bla strike of the anthracite cosl dig-
gers.  There are 140,000 of these slaves
and on Mareh 31st their contract with
the coal companies expires and & mew
seale will have to be made. The miners
have already served notice that they
will demand more wages while the oper.
ators have empbatically announced thyt
no. ingrease will be granted.

At the head of the gperators ia that
notorious pirate, George ¥. Baer of the
Philadelphia and Reading company, who
was made famons (1) during the last
great. coal strike by saying: “The
:ﬁuu& interests of the lnboring men

: "::lookdtl;atudundlormt
by agitators but by Christian men
whom God fu his infinite wisdom
given the control of the property

of the country.”

the only
the anthracite who had perve to
claim that he held a commission signed
Almighty, He roally thinks
rules by divine right and that his
slaves ought to be thankffl that they
are allowed to dig eosl and turn it over
to him. 1t ts notstrange therefore’that
he opposes any incresse in wages, and

n ‘miners approach him in Ma
will mo' doubt point with pride

it

Say, you coal diggers, there iy plenty
of food for thought in those huge

is a lJosing W’N
until their eves are openel to
thut Socialism s the %‘ romed

upl'u!ht robber in |
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If ever there was a frme
when it was imperstive that men an
women ghould mptly rally to the
banner of mf:: snd justice, that
tima is now, Before, it was the power
of the state and the nation that the
eapitalists were using for the destruction
of the working class. Now, it iy the
United States government seconding the
murderous despotism of Russia and the
irresponsible dictatorship of Mexico, The
fight has becomne international; yet it
centers in the United States. If these
foreign wultures of oppression win now,
then our liberty goes. .

For Diaz and American capitalism
are partners, even as American capjtal-
ism and the Russian czar are partners.
Pierpont Morgan goes to Russia and
shakeg hands with the czar; and now
the ctar comes to America demanding
the sufrender of political refugees. Mrs.
Diaz, when visiting in Texas is enter-
tained by mewmbers of the Copper Queen
syndicute whose headquarters are at
95 Jobn street, New York, and Elihu
Root, of New York, is wined and dined
by the tyrant dictater, Diaz, when in
Mexieo.

This tyrant, this fiend, beside whom
King George waa a gentleman and lover
of the poor, has given to American capi-
talists concessions that sre worth mil-
lions of doliars, and guarantees them
peon labor that dare not ask higher

under penslty of being shot for
violating the law; and in return he
asks - that if political refugees escape
to America, or if g Mexican dare to
come to America and criticise him, they
.must be returned to him, that they may
be shot, ;

Some sixty years ago the fugitive
slave law was enacted, requiring slaves
that gscaped to free territory to be re-

“Oh! Ye

AND;

BY MOTHER JONES
tumned to th
in the United States of America. Yet

bastile] the poople mfused to obey that law and

arose in such & ‘migoty protest that
within tem years the institution ‘of
slavery was swe
we have the bator of Mexico, snd
the czar of Ruwsia, tyrants both, both
foreiguers, to enforce & fugitive
slave Inw in the Uniten States of Amer-

of the fifties—and the federal govern-
ment lends its aid to the outrige. It
is time tha¥ the people arose in «ll
their sossreign power and said their

say. ‘

In 1006, two brave leaders of the
strike of Cananea, Diegues snd Cald.
reom, were sentenced to fifteen years in
a dungeon by the sew. A deserter from
the American army, Kosterlitsky, waited
with his troops across the border line
for any strikers who might be handed
ovor to him by agents of the Standard
Oil comapany, and other reptile combina-
tions.. Alrendy the prisons of Mexico
are filled with mén who were merely
suspicioned of  favoring the strikers,
while the children of the victims are
leit to strugzle and starve.

1 bappened to be ip Douglas, Ariz,
in August,. 1907, when they kidnaped
young Sarabis, threw him into 2z suto-
mobile, ‘and, as be socreamed for help,
muzzled Bim, ran-him scross the line,
and handed him over to the devourers
of human flesh. Kidnaping scems to be
becoming very fashionable with the
members of the American oligarchy of
wealth,

In this connection I wish to say a
good word for Governor Kibbie, who
took quick action. and had Sarabia
broaght back. He also would pot fur-
nish troops to the Copper Queen com-
pany during the strike at Bisbee, Ariz.
He had a clear view of the. economic
conflich, and understood that it was not
labor that was rioteus, but the minions
of capitalism. During my stay in Ari-
gona I also had the plensure of meet-
ing Captain Wheeler on scveral ocea-
sions, and beligve Be wants to do as
nearly right sa the powers that be will
permit him. I must give him ecredit
for the part he played in the strike at
Bishee. Yet, after doing full justice to
all who deserve eredit, the fact remains
that the federal government iy allied
with the masters of the big corpora-

tions in trying to enforce international

overs (515}41;i15!271t)’

their masters. This wag all
‘from the carth. Now |

icg—a law infinitely more vile than that’
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. Bat, let me ask you, Attorney
of Los Angeles, if you can reconcile your
conscienoe to the erushing out of liberty
and the human desire for justice, The
¢lass you represent has murdered and op-
préssed men, women sud ehildren in the
interests of cursed They have
jailed the men who fed them; they have
maligned us, villified us, buried us in
dungeons, hung us on scaffolds, chopped
us to pieces, nailed us to the cross of
profits ma they did the Laborer of Pal-
pstine nmineteen centuries ego. Have
you not, Attorney Lawler, of Los An-
geles, nursed from your mother’s breast
the milk of human kindness! Will you
stoop to stain your hands with the bload
of these four brave lovers of liberty, by
handing them over to that brutal dicta-
tor ealled Diaxz? !

Permit me, Attorney Lawler, of Tos
Angeles,” to serve notiee on you and
your elass that the working people of
America are awake. You cannot make
them slaves as are the peons of Mexico,
slaves of the dictator whom you serve.
Let me band you the edict of the One
you pretend to honor—“Thou shalt not
kin,”

We are serving notice on you, Your
dungeons shall yet ba turned into e¢lub
rooms. We want peace, we want jus-
tice, we want that which is justly our's.
By all that is good and hoiy we shll
have them. ‘

Men of America, women of America,
rouse ms you never roused before. Wipe
from our jurisprudence the infamous
fugitive slave law of thig later day.
Teur from our statute books the modarn
and wost wicked Dred BScott decision
which makea of your government a
hunter of the oppressed and persecutor
of the helpless.

WHICHEVER WAY he turng Presi.
dent Gompers of the American Federa-
tion of Labor finds himself face to face
with difficulties which are the outgrowth
of his own reactionary pohicy. In the
recent campaign he used such influence
@3 he had with his followers in support
of the eapitalist system and within &
fow weeks after the eleotion he and
his eolleagues were sentenced to jail by
one of the very eapitalist courts to
which he had giyen his support at the
polls. His eonvietion, outrageous though
it be, is entirely consistent with his
political attitude and the fack is self-
evident that he got wiat he worked and
voled for.

It is significant that his friend, Wil
liam J. Bryan, was discrestly silent when
he‘was sentenced, making the politician's
excuse that it was not hig custom to

: | eriticise the comrts, It Temajned for

the Socialists, whom Gompers had.re-
peatedly charged with being the enemies
of organized labor,: to denounce . the
courts and pledge him their loyal sup-
port in defeating the outrageous decis-
ion which sentenced him to jail,

Tn- his snnual report to the recent
Denver convention Mr. Gompers said,

in dissussing the courts:

ork e L i S
e aoes ¢ s cous
try ean and sbould afford.

Mr. Gompers appears very nzive here,
childlike and bland, He hopes there will
be “a quickening of the econseience. of
one judges or the relief whica the eon.
gress of our pountry can and should af-
ford.” He hopes in vain. Judges are
slaced where they are not becanse tl::‘v
‘uvc eonsciences to move them bng be-
canse they, are known to bs trustworthy
'servants of ‘the ruling class. If Mr
(Gompers does not know this he has
Jearned bug little in his many years of

short of a jail sentence *will teach him
this simple lesson even this will prove

jto be a blessing.

The leading democratic politicians
with whom Mr, Gompers consorted dur-
ing the campaign are all gilent, The
Socialists he traduced by charging that
their “Red Special” had been financed
by the republican party are all active
in his behalf. They realize that s prin-
giple ix invélved of fundagmental ‘inter-
est to organized labor and umder this
test bis demoeratio politieal - sssociates
turn their backs upon him while the
despised Socinlists rally as one to his
support,

Tt seems Mrange that Mr.

has not yet learned that we live under
a fapitalist government; that we arg

in a class struggle and that the
interests of labor and capital are not
identical. For many years Mr. Gompers
has been meekly begging congress for
an anti-injunction law and. an eight-

{ hour law which, if enacted, would be
it | of  questionable value to labor,

But
him
m-
one

he

even this ba.d-out has been denied
and he has been turned away.
tempt session after session

‘conclude that even he mnst

o] from a o

Guiited taab Mmbor will g0t s
b

perviee in organized labor, and if nothing '

Socialism , triumphs, the titles to these

Gompers and Capitalism

BY EUGENE V. DEBS

power ag pmlu‘l by the Socialists
alone. %)
But ihe papeystannounce that Mr.
Gompers is to go before congress again
to renew his plea, which suggests that
up 'to this time his jail sentence has
had no appreviable effect in opening his
eyes to whet bo'is sctually up against.

The incressing vexations and contra-
dictiona in Mr. Gompers finds
himself enmeshed are the fruit of hs
own economic umwisdom and inconsist-
ency. He believes in the brotherhood of
capital and labor and this is the starting
peint of his troubles. He has . dined
with Carnegie, Belmont and other labor
exploiters and union-wreckers so often
that he feels a sense of kinship with
them, hut labor and eapital are deadly
onemivg. just the same, and the class
struggle is a fact which will assert it-
self in spite of all the civie federation
banquets and other machinations and
sophistications designed to conceal jt.

The lesson to be learned by the rank
and file iy that the working class must
develop its ecomomic and political power
along uncompromising class lines. They
must unite within one great industrial
organization; of 'class-consgions workers
band the same workers must act togethey
in the Socinlist party on the political
field and then they will secure ma-
terial relief, and in time industrial eman-
eipation. sl

Had the trade unionists under the lead
(of Gompers and his colleagues, instead
of beiug divided between the republican
and democratie parties, joined with the
Socialists and polled two million clear:
cut working class votes, the decision of
Judge W would never have been
rendered, Gompers would not have been
sentenced and congress would have re-
sponded with/alacrity to the demand for
anti-injunction and eight-hour laws.

e

Two Million Acres.
“ In his attack on President Roesevelt,
Senator Tillman charged that Roese:
velt's friend, “dear Harriman,” was still
in possession of two wmillion acres of
larf] in Osegon virtually stolen from
the government, The cenditions of the
grants were. never complied with and
through  politieal chicanery Harriman
came into possession of these richest
of lands for practically nothing. It
was whils pointing ofit the millions of
acres stelen by Harriman that Tillman
made his plea In justification of his
tryiuf to get & paltry thousand acres
for h ! ¢ Wi il
There is no doubt that thess westorn
lands held by the corporations under
titles fraudulently - ohtained of
right to the people and when the peo-
ple come into power, as they will when

Iands will unds Iy be declared for
feited and the lands restored to the
people, their rightfel owners.

When all the things {hat have. beon
stolen from the people under the cloak

of law are relurned to them there will
be no need of reforting fo confiscation.

How 3 ‘r‘ Y  farim,
which wil R

Convicts and Farmers.

Governor E. W, Hoch, of Kansas, re-
cently appointed a committees to fin-
vestigate conditions in the state peni-
tentiary at Lansing. The Topeka State
Journal publishes nearly & column of
procesdings from which the following is
excerpted: “The board at noon without
warning, walked into the dining hall
and ate at the table with the convicts.
They declared the meal as good as that
of the average Kansas farmer.”

That is pretty tough op the Kansss
farmer, 1f is hard to tell from reading
the dispatch whether the committes in.
tended to extend sn invistion to the
Kansag farmer to enter the state's n
where they could have just as food
by working half as hard, or to “jally”
the conviots into the belief that they
are better off so far as food is eon-
cerned than “the Kansaa farmer.” The
average “Kansas farmer” certaiply must
feel highly complimentcd to be classed
along with the convictslin the peniten-
tiary, by a committee of distinguished
and learned Kansans, among whom were
Hon. ¥. D). Coburn, secretary of the state
board of agticulture; Dr. Crumbine, seo-
retary of the state board of health;
Rev. Dr. Sheldon, an eminent divine of
Topekn; Prof, Frank Blackmar, of the
Kansas state university, Lawrence, and
Frank Gilday, state mine inspector,

“More than one moral adorns this tale.
Thix might help to answer the question
why the boys Inave the farm; because
their food is no better than that of a
conviot,

The farmer vole last fall would indi-
cate that many farmers were satisfied
to lot the trusts take the product of
their lubor, ruther than vote to keep it
themselyes, so they might have betier
food then a conviet. It might be in-
ferred that all the “average” politician
cares for the farmer is his vote, as no
farmer wag considered good enough or
intelligent enough to be appointed on
this committes. The average “Kansas
farmer,” is a dead easy mark. It is
safe to say that if the committes had
been interrogated they wonld have told
the reporter that the convicts ‘wore about
a5 good clothes as “the average Kansas
farmer,” had about as good beds as the
“average Kansas farmer,” had no mort-
gage chasing them acrosg the field full
tilt all day and disturbing thelr drepms
at night. They have no worry .about
interest and taxes, and they know they
meals tomorrow’

. Street, Oberlin, Kan.
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presidency, Diaz
in 1884, since
uninterruptedly.

Debauchery and Crime.

On taking offics this time Disz boldly
fhrew off the mask by 'which bereto-
fore he had eudeavored to cloak bis
sctions and, so far ulehil attinde to-
ward the Mexican people was s
he openly used his exalted official po-
sition for the purpose of enriching him-
self and his friends, He announced that
s public debt was a P::tl.io blessing,
a8 it public improvem were pos-
sible. Of more importance, he said, was
a large stapding army then schoo!
teachers, and to increase his army he
catsed the dismissal of school teachers
all over the country. Like Gonzales he
borrowed immense sums of money from
for the supposed pur-

ing rellroads and improv-
ing harbors. Two thirds of this money
was confiscated by himself and political
pals and only a portion of the remain-
der was used for the publio good.

His first secretary of the interior was
Romare Rubjo, his father-in-law, This
man, whose orgies were the scaundal of
respectable society in Mexico, attended
to the appointment of the governors of
the various states, as recommended by
Diaz. Manuel Dublan, the first secre-
tary of the tyeasurer, an aristocrat who
sided with the French in the Maximilian
war, lost more than $10,000,000 of the
peoples’ money in gambling dives in
Mexieo City, His successor, Jose Yves
Limantoyr, the present secretary of the
treasurer, was appointed because of his
ability to devise schemes for robbing
the people, increase the national debt
and play at the game of diplomacy
with foreign rulers, His other cabinet
officers and political appointments from
the time of (Gonzales to the present day
are similar in character to these. i

Worst Tyrant of Modern Times,

To reward his friends and ruin his
enemies is the one pre-eminent trait
in Diax's charsster. No man who is
suspected of ever having breathed a
oriticism of the dictator's career ecan
hope for preferment in Indeed
such a persen considers b f fortu-
nate if he is not arrested and juiled, or
shot to death on some flimsy pretext.
Each individual ‘citizen is subject to
the unseen visitation of the ever pres-
out spy, is answerable to the “jefe poli-
tico” of the district in which he resides
and lives in constant fear of being jerked
up on some trumped-up charge and
separated forever from his family. There
has been no such a thing as a populsr
election in Mexien since the beginning
of the Disz Dynasty, free speech s long
since dead and free thought is almost
stified since the elosing of the public

ideal
foreign

American bemisphere and the unread:
sble mystery to students of human
:”'J: %ﬁ.« figure of the presen

a3 ™ o t-
clvilized world, but by mo means ’l'dg
an unreadable mystery. His methods
are plain to painfulness. He took ad-
vantage of the weakness of his country
to lift himself to power, and has perpet-
usted it through- eorrupted poli

and s perfected military machine, Tt
is for baving dared to oppose this
monster and the power of his might
that Risardo Flores Magon and his com-
rades were driven from Mexioco snd
g‘b:;uauy jailed  in  the United

A Murderer Made a Hero,
- Later articles in the Appeal will re-
late the particulars of wmmo mag-
sacres of men, women and children of
the Mexican working elass by rurales
and regular soldiers who received their
orders direct from the mofister whom
American capitalists delight to honar
and of whom UnMed States Beeretary
of Btate Root said: “I look to Porfirjo
Diag, the president of Mexico, as one of
the great men to be.held up for the
hero-worship of mankind.” In detail
the story of how Diaz crushes out labor
strikes by shooting the strikers will be
told, Mpogzi'al“’ penuhw-poeud of
being a opponent is secretly as-
st o s ol et
dungeon 4
Frem mountain to ses in every portion
of the country durivg the last thirty-
five years Mexico has resounded with
the death.shrieks of unfortunate

?‘
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schools, Truly Maexico today presents rig

tortured to |the GOOD ' la

Business g s dull and pyen
d]“mllﬁh‘. m who have :‘.?
dicted a large volume at the turn .; the
w.n-\%ll Street Joursal. Tie late
panic seems nf!m late in Jeaving,
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Did you read that Mg announcem.,
offering 300 farms in Florida iy 1.
A last week?

are yez ope of the lucky 3001

Or, were you one of those i,

ta write promptly, but p.:
watter off, and have not responde|

I{ you were one of the latter, | .
vou to look up your last week's
{January 16th) ‘and read that an
u::d‘ﬁm the first letier to the |,
P‘Tbon. if the proposition looks piud
to youmif you can save 17 cenyy o
day-I want you to buy a farm,

want you to do this for your num
sake. I believe e man owes it 1o
himself and to his family to meke an in.
vestment of this kind=-to get a hip,
of his own and provide for the futyte,
so he won't have to work for others 4
hiy life at starvation wages.

I want ¥ou to buy just as big a farm
a8 you can pay for with your montliy
savings. 1f you ean save only 17 centy
s day, buy a 10-acre farm. If you cap
save 34 cents & day, buy & 20-acre farm
1f you think you can save 08 centy 4
day, buy a 40-acre furm.

m't put it off because you may
net want to move to Florida and work
your farm. 1if you DO want to moe
there and work laud, well and
good. But if you want to stay where
you are, buy one of thess farms NOW
while you can get the exceptional ter
and hold it to sell to some one elso later,
at 8 b&pmﬂz to you.

It's best, safest and most profit.
able investment I know of.

You don't have to wait to see the

before yon buy. Senator Deen
standy beh the proposition with his
reputation, snd guarantees to .refund
your money, in accordanee with Lig con-
tract, if you sro not satistied.
ermore, I have been al| over
this land, and I give you my assuruncs
that it is a splendid investment. i
fact, I thought so well of it that [
bought & 40-ucre farm myself, T don's
ex to live on. my land. T intend
to hold it and sell it to some one clso
later at a price.

You ean do the same, . J{ you want
fo stay where you are and keep vour
preseat situation, just lay away 17 cents,
or 34 cents, or 68 cents, every day,
and almost before you know it vou
will, bave & good farm all paid for
Then you can feel sasured that you
wil] never come to want all the rest of
your days,

Or, if yon want to make s little specu-
Iation, you can sell your furm to soms
oue else gt & good profit to you,

If you want {o better vour condi.
tion, be sure to Jook up week's
read the full page announce.
 prion & M o
anx Ve &8 Appes]
as possible farms
+ Because T know the Jand is gooll,
Because I kpow the price is

ht. |
drd,  Because I know the ferma are
the mol‘to;ibonl ever offered on a farm

tion. :
4th. Because if the Appeal readers
will only sea what an exeeptional op-
portunity this is, they will buy up
nearly all this land while it is" low,
and we will have a  colony in
ong of the most beautiful spots in the
United States,
In a state where the summers .are
t and where the wintery are

Where the land will yield from §5
to §1,000 an asere, clear profit, every
yoar. - :

* Where crops grow, and thrive, and ara

harvested every month of the year.

H

Where t bring th
bt tml‘tuud yegetables bring the
Where oranges and tangerines aol
immense

gnn fruit grow and yi
Whare they have the cheapest freight

rates to the markets in the United

States. ;

‘Where, in fact, they can ship their
w«}:!uu to apy part of the civiliced
world,

Boys, I toll you this is one of the best
land investments I ever heurd of.

Just think of buying » farm on terms
equivalent to 17 cents g day!

Do you know of anyone wround your

town who will sell you a farm on terms

of 17 cents a day?

Not on your vaﬁ-. The chances are
that Iand where you live is high in price,
and the terms such that you ean never
horo to own a farm of your own.

f you want to mske in land,
buy where you can geb land at
g ool ter

Yy w can geot eawy ms.

Get in at c{:"nu:, 'v:hilo the price

is low, and walch the value of your land
£ “rvn others come i later and buy
at higher

You run no risk that I can see. Good
land is getting somrcer and scarcer every
year, and if the keep on buying
land as they have the p::?m years,

e nd - will soon. be gont
and the price of Jand wii ro up, up, UP.

In my oginian. the price of this laod
ean never be any lower than i¢ is now,
and the chances sre §o will be higher—
much hi in & very short time.

So, now is the time to buy. 1f you
EVER intend to buy land, buy now,
while the price is low snd the terms

easy. ! i
Look up last week's Appea] anywar
and ¢ ansounmment. 1f you
don't want to-buy yourself, you may
mvolmMnaﬁL-l“'m
would like to lay away 17 cents &
day and buy a farm with it
there is

o=
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Appeal to Reason, Girard, Kansas.

f all this corruption lie
in capitalism ‘and the beneficiaries are
capitalists and that is why they are so

748 | violently opposed to Socialism which

‘ou will ses by this report that

Army js getting in action again and it
looks mow as though the drag is over
- ‘and that we are on the up grade in real

‘complexion of the eirculation report
[ ‘changed, lend .a hand. Yom can pick

. np a few without any trouble. Next
- Wweek's report will make a gratifying
showing, or T miss my guess.

Do Your Part!

" Wictor Hugo once said that we need
not werry wbout things beyond our
_power to do nor sbout things neglected
others for which we are not respon-
. Do your own part and do it as
you can and ‘God will be respon-
the rest
put it.
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*  What Will Pittsburg Do?

. (earnest. If you would like to see the |

L

proposes to put an end to private own-
ership and public graft by the collec-
tive ownership of the social utilities.

NE of the strangs things
about animals is that
you ean train them to

" do tricks wholly differ-
ent. from their natural
acte.  For instanee. you
can train a dog to jump
through a hoop. and ev-
ery timé the dog sees

‘a hoop it wants to
jump through it. Men are not very dif-
ferent  from- animals in this respect.

Train a man to vole a certiiin ticket

and e¢very time he goes to t.e polls he

feels n strong desive to vote that ticket,
even if he never gets any benefit from
his act-—even when he feels the pain of
conditions afterward so that he swears
at the men hig vote has helped to elect.

As the dog goes throngh the heop with-

out reasoning about the matter, so men

vote as their daddies voted without
reasoning about the matter. You should

know all the reasons why you vote a

certain ticket, what direct benefits you

expect to get, why voting for other
tickets will injure you. How many
voters have any such clear ideas of what

they vote for? i

; w.\

The man who tries to get even never
gets shead,

It remained for capitalism to produce
the workless worker.

Whym enjoin congress from raising
the president’s salary?

The chief difference between the mas-
ter and the boss is two letters,

Capitalism is a great labor-saving
machine—for the capitalists.

There are forty-six millionafres in
congress.  As usual, money talks.

The worker is hired to be a drudge for
s tenth of what he produces by his
drudgery. ;

So many are out of wmi: that the

time, is very opportune for raising the
salary of the president.

So, congress, cover up your steps, and
see what you're about, for the president
will git you if you don’t watch out.

Tt would not be so bad for people
to believe all they hear if they did not
also believe a Jot of stuff they dream.

A little ‘kno'wledge may bhe a dan-
gerous thing. but it is not to be ecom-
pared in danger to a lot of jgnorance.

How would it do for Carnegie to pre-
sent Pittsburg a prison for grafters and
fit up his own room to muit his taste? -

Mr. Rockefeller was no ,doubt wise
enough to let 'Taft beat Bim at golf.
It may fix some other matters later on.

’ Politi'dnn prate of palliative piffie.
What is needed is fo ‘quit robbing the
wotkers anid make them masters of their
own lives, $

The labor leader who succeeds ix the
fellow who makes the worker believe he
is trying to get for him what he knows
cannot be had. .

Jack London aptly asks: “Why should
there be one empty belly in all the

feed o hundred? ;

Labor is handed the lemon so often
that it is time she made the lemon aid
her in geiting womething more. . It could
‘be dome by use of the ballot.

5 Two things d':: unconstitutional in
merica, the penaity for corpora-
tions and the jail sentence for rich men
who are not ready to fail anyhow,

Read the Appeals. mplﬁo;“ Combination
. . a
S L RIS e e o
If capitalism is not elass-conscious,
why does it not permit real workers,
to an extent as’large as the capitalists,
to hold public- office? The workers are
:ud by eapitatism without representa-
on.

 From the statistical returna,

that over 30,000 are killed in the in-
! every year and something near
& million are injured, it would appear
that there are more crippled yictims
of the system in the United States than
there are people who have johs,

New York financial statements show
that the country banks are again de-
positing their funds with the hig banks
there. 1If they dif not do this, the
gamblers of Wall street could not float
so many schemes to wkin 'the: country
depositors.  Can you get wise to the
game? |

The Tmplement and Vehicle Revord of

But

's : o
Comrades; when you are obliged to
'-rmd & dollar, spend it with Socialists
il you ean. your printing to the

S e
1o nt in .
; d.i;-’mh Address

world, when the work of ten men can.

A Poluies s Conprens. -

American eongress really want to show
up Theodora Roosevelt to the American
people? " The press dispatehes say that
the president has you blufied and that
you do not dare to make any real at-
tack wpon him for the reason that he
is loaded to the muzzie with damag-
ing and damning facts relating to both
members of the senata and the house
of representatives,

"Whether this be true or not is not
now the question."The question the Ap-
peal puts fo you is, do you really want
to strip the mask from the hypocrite
Roosevelt and show him to the Amer-
ican people as the most blatant dema-
gogue and spectacular frand that ever
defiled the executive seat at Washing-
ton? i

Jf you really ‘mean to resent Roose
velt's insults all you have to do is to
uncover his connection with nortorious
Alton steal. The Appeal wil) under-
take to furnish you with the decumen-
tary proof that Roosevelt, while gov-
ernor of New York, signed the special
bill ‘which enabled Harriman, at that
time his pal, to loot the Chicago and
Alton railroad company of over sixty
million dollars, '

This is a fact and it cannot be sue-
cessfully denied.

1f you refuse to press this home fo
the president and make him responsi-
ble before the people for this erime the
inference is then clear that what he
says of you is true and that you dare
not open your batteries on him for
fear that he will open his on you and
make disclosures that will utterl¥ de-
stroy what lit{le confidence and respect
tha people still have for congress.

As a closing word, gentlemen, this
paper is responsible for the charge
herein made and it is the only paper
of large ecirculation which has published
it for the reason that corporation infiu-
ences have been powerful enough to
suppress. it in both republican and demo-
cratio papers. Moreover, if you have
the courage and honesty to face the
president with this charge of criminal
oollusion we will guarantes to save youn
the troubls of resorting ta Roosevelt's
secret service by ourselves furnishing
the proof strong ag holy writ of Roose-
velt's damning guilt. . : :

What an Admission!

Conditions in Megico are not favorahle
fo Soclallst propawands.  Mexican labor
has not ret evolved to that peculiar 'l:m‘

of class-consclousness that makes the
receptive to Soclglist theories.

The above is found on page 517 of
the September Bulletin of Labor, issued
bty the United States government. The
government admits that it takes a more
intelligent mental condition than the
Mexicans have evolved before Social-
ism can_be veceived! In other words,
it admits that ignorant men and women
cannot. grasp the Socialist ideal.  Which
is another way of saying that those
who are not Socialists are too ignorant,
too undeveloped. to understand it! We
Socialists should feel pretty well satis-
fied with such a tribute to our intelli:
gence, but what should the chnmps feel
who are still voting the old tickets in
Mexico and this country? But perhaps
the government understands that they
bave not evolved enough intelligence
to undérstand this statement even if we
put it befors them. Only the most in-
telligent workers are Socialists. But it
in making more headway in Mexico
than our povernment likes to admit.
You ser this government -has its con-
suls: make every observation about So-
cialism in every country. It pays no
atiention to reports on any other party.
Can yon ses it? .

Pig Iron and Pig Heads.

The production of pig iron lxst year
was.ten million tons less than the year
before. Tt would have been just as
easy to prodiice an increase as it was
to produce .less, but as there was no
profit in producing what could not he
sold the workers were turned out to
starve or live on decreased rations. The
production in 1007 was twenty-five mil-
lion toms, and fifteen million tons in
1908, There is more need of iron than
is produced.  People are in need af
things made of iron that they eanuot
buy because it is top high.: Under a
sane system of industry the public wonld
own and operate the mines, and the
public would build the railroads, ships,
bridges and buildmgs. Do yon think
that the people, under publie ownership,
wauld discharge themselves to starve
and do without the things they need?
The people have to live, and would it
not. be hetter to have them produce
things that are needed than to trun
them out of employment and not hive
the things? . Individual ownership ean-
not ‘do this, but enllective ownership’
not enly could but it would. De vou
think starving idle men are better than
busy well fed people?

A gold dredging eompany Has' been in-
corporated at Sin Francisco with a eap-
ital of 350.0(0.00" for the purpose of
dredging the rivers of the west and ex-
tracting the gold from the gravel. 'This
means that the long fom and pan of
the individusl operatdr will he pnt out
of business and his‘work will ba done
far better by machinery, operated by a
rich syndicate. The sama thing already
prevails to a great extent in Alaska. Tt
is but another evidence that the wealth
of the country will belong hereafter ta
the people who own the machinery.  If
it iz to be owned by a. o individuals;
then thera will be a few rich and the
many poor, but if the machinery is fo
be owned by the whole people; then there
will be riches for all.

The government can borrow mdney at
twn per cent, but it still ‘continues to
pay the railroads 200 per cent per an-
num for the use of mail cars.  Some-
thing yotten? Not at ull. What is the
use of riltoads owning :

to profit by it?

Do tuu piﬁem who compose . the i

¢ congressmen,
senatort and the cabinet if they are mot ||

A the Gountry Store

What's the Matter With the Farm?

“1 with Roosevelt’s commission would
come to me," remirked Pop Weasel, who
hud teen reading up. 1 conld mighty
soon tell them what's the matier with
the farm." i ¢

“Well, play I'm the commirsion,” sig-
gested Brother Ben. ‘“Tell me.” !

¥It's becanse the cities are milking
us. In the old populist days we used
to have n picture of a big cow, which
was  feeding in’ the west and being
milked in New York. That's the ides
exactly.  The populists had it right,
by gum. You know it, Brother Ben.
The ecast, jest g leetle patch around New
York, runs the whols works, Why, they
teil us who is to be president, and you
dasn’t nominate a man from the west,
even vou Socializts dasn't.”

Brother Ben smiled, | “Suppose ‘1
should agree with you, Pop.”

“By ‘gum, you know it's so. Why,
them trust fellerg in the enst tell us they
wil] pay us for our truck, and then fixes
the price of things we buy. They git
us coming and going, and they own our
land wand  the mortgages on our land,
and the railroads om which w» ship
‘hings, and play with us just exactly
lixe we was mice and they was cats.”

Pop was growing enthusisstic. Brother
Ben smiled all the broader as he sug-
gested: 3

“Of course . the lonesomeness of the
farm and the hard work and all that
sort ‘of thing which they talked about—"
- Pop interrupted lum: ' “Shucks” he
said.  “The hard work comes because
them fellers gets us. And as for lone-
someness, 1 would as soon live in the
country as not if 1 could maKe a good-
ish living. ' All them things is popycock,
as [ heard the editor say onct. We are
exploited. 11l go with you that far.
Them eapitalist fellers has us in their
grip, and the big west, like a great
hulk of a man before a feller not knee
high to him, is led around by the east,
and the south is jest fairly trampled on,
and begs for the leetle feller to devetup
her. Lawsa“maszsa, it makes me fairly
bile to think of it.”

“And why does the east dominate us?”
asker Brother Ben.

“It's all on account of land, transpor-
tation and money.” Y

“Is it? I thought it was on account
of capitalist commercialism. If we had
what you call a people’s money could
they not still exact profits from us, and
we would still have to seud our goods
to tne east for s market. We couldn’t
do this for nothing. If we owned the
railroads under state capitalism yon
wonld  be paying inferest enough to
swamp you; and a3 for the land, the
farmer who could afford the best ma-
chinery and the best of appliances wonld
be the one who would make the most.
So you' see it is a ‘matter of capitalism
after all.  Capitalism may be intrenched
in the east, but it would be just as
bad if it were intrenched in the west
or the south. Tt is not the location of
the masters that counts, but the fact of
mastery; not concentration of capital-
ism into trusts, but ths exploitation
that goes with all capitalism.”

“But we could stop a hull lot of it."”

“If you were stronger than the exploit-
ters, you wmight. But they are mnow
stronger than you are. Fifty vears augo
farming was the biggest industry in
Amerien. Now manufacturing is twice
as big as it. The growth of capitalism
is what has made the cities and the
dominance of the east, and the supplant-
iug of the farmer as a power is what
makes him dissatisfied. Fifty years ago
less than one in eleven of the prople
lived in the cities. Now one in every
three do so. You can't go back to old
conditions, and you cannot dictate to
that which has grown to double your
strength. The only way is to overthrow
it completely and to destroy the system
of exploitation. 'And if there was no
exploitation—"

“By gum, thers wonldn't be mothing
the mailer with the farm then.”

In 1907 Japan  exported 81,177,683
worth of" machinery. Most of it went
to China, and eonsisted of cotton gins
and printing presses. Feudalism is pass-
ing in the east, and the yellow people
are becoming capitalists. They  will
hereafter ocompete wi‘h America and
Furope. - Already the United States has
loat’ the bulk of its Philippine trade to
Japan, and when thess cotton gins get
in operation. in China we will find the
vellow raee, cooley labor, competing with
the ootton industries of the sounthern
states of America. Then the south will)
have a double race problem. And the
yellow problem. is likely to prove harder
of solution than the blask.” The south
has entered:on & period of capitalism,
and she will be done to a frazzle, and
very rapidly, too.

Defenders of the system that is, say
they are opposed tn Socialism because
it means confiscation. ‘But they are
very busy these days in confiscating the
property and' ‘business of the saloons,
breweries,  distilleries - and  wholesale
liguor dealers. State after state ix
prohibition and 'the eapital irvested in
the trafiin is rendered wholly worthless
and in many instances iz taken posses:
sion of hy the officers and burned. We
have had wany instances of this in
Kansar. This' {8 mot defending the
liquor traffie—it is ouvlr showing vou
that ‘the interests that cry ‘“confisea-
tibn™ are themselves engaged in con:
fiscation.  And all the profits that flow
to cupitaliste is wealth confiscated from
the workers. p o

ity and is destined to be a power in
politics over M 1t is more ‘ib.u
Appeal. than amy paper that h‘i“;"

" Judicial Veto Power.

One ‘important case after her is
being decided agninst the peapi‘.:tby the
United States supreme conrt. Among
the latest is that of the Colorado land
cases, putting an end to litigation' in re.
gurd to land frauds.. Only a few daya
ago it was the.Standard Oi] company,
annulling in effect the much discussed
twenty-nine million dollay fine. At
nearly the same time Harriman was
absolved from answering the questions
of the interstate commerce commistion
in regard to rauilroad jobberies.

The supreme court is the highest trib-
unal power of the nation and it uses
every particle“of that power in the in-
terest of the ruling class and to keep the
working class in subjection.

Bnt the worst of all is that this cap-
italist supreme tribunal ‘has absoluieiy
usurped the veto power. The laws of
congress avail nothing. ' The representa-
tives of the people are #0o many dum.
mies drawing big salaries under false
pretenses. It is the supreme court which
decides what is law ‘and what is not
law. Al lawas are subject fo review by
this court and may be declared null at
its own will and pleasure.

This usurpation of the jodicial veto
power was never intended by the fram-
ers of the constitution and the founders
of the public There is absolutely no
constitutional warrant and no authority
of law for it. This function hus been
usurped deliberately, and strangely
enough the people have submitted as
tamely as so many swine and sheep.

There is no other court on the face
of the globe that has the despotic power,
the power of judicial absolutism,
usurped, stolen and exercised by tke
supreme court of the United States.

What avails it the working class even
if it ean secure the passage of an anti-
injunction law, or an eight hour law,
or any other law favorable to labor so
long as a capitalist supreme court has
the power to deelare it unconstitutional.

If any legislative act of congress could
bring relief it would be to strip the su-
preme court of the veto power, not dele-
gated to it by the constitution, but
boldly usurped by it at the behest of
the property class. to perpetuate its
rule of slavery.

The judicial velo of the supreme court
is a lawless assumption of unbridled
and irresponsible power which should
arouse the protest of all the workers and
all. other fair minded citizens of the
United States.

-

Clippings from local papers show that
the “bread line” hes arrived in every
considerable town in the mation. Think
of the citizeng of the richest nafion on
earth standing'in line begging for a
cent’s worth of bread! And the men
whom you elect to run the nation tell
you this is all right! Tt should cause
the ‘blush of shame to flush every cheek.
But, instend of that we vole the presi.
dent $100,000 a year salary! This must
be because the president has been mia-
managing affairs, for certainly you can-
not claim that reducing thomrands ‘to
beggary is good management. How
long are public Aﬂninn:f be managed
solely in the interest of the rich while
the workers are starving and freezing?
There is wealth enough for all, and this
wealth has been produced by the wérk-
ers, some of whom are starving. How
long, 0! Lord, how long?

The rich are envious of the well being
of the poor. They desire to hire them
for the-least wages possible, which means
that they want the workers to have
little but want most themselves,  You
often hear thoughtless ‘people saying
that Socialism is merely envy of the
rich, Juat the reverse s true. We do
not envy the rich, but we desire to have
the workers live as. well as they do.
1f tMere be any in want, let it be those
who will not work.

The ' propaganda to free the refugees
is taking hold of the people and they
are beginning' to smell something very
jrotien in a land far ‘from Denmark.
Since the Socinlist papers have opened
their batteries some of the ecapitalist
papers are mow beginning to' feebly
protest.  Keep up the fire, boys, all
along the line,

It is proposed to put a tax of five
cents a pound on coffee, just to protect
the coffee drinkers of this country! Of
oourse it is not done to protect the rich
from paying an income tax to support
the government. #Perish the thought!

And you poor chumps can't see any-
thing. i i :

Didyoumuk\rhyiththtthm :
are people out of work,especially people
who, wanted ‘work. ‘I8 10 their fault?
They are willing to work if they had
oppt;n\xuily. Is it because théy: are
tinable to do good work? 'In the very
closest of times there is always enough
idle Jaber to produce plenty for all
within @ year. if it was employed. Why
ix it not employed? Ask some of the
idle men and they will tell you that
they would work if they could, t.htt“
they are seeking a job. That tells jt-—
eapitalists are keeping them from work.
Capitalists are responsible for the hard
times, for unemployment. How does
that come? Berause they own the tools
with which man must Work..nnd,}:!_-n
cannot work until he is connectef] with
the tools. The idle man has it in him
to build houses, to make cloth, to pro-
duce the things that would benefit so-
ciety, but he cannot do so because, as
seripture says, “no man hath hired him.
Yet, at the same time,' when he wauld
like to work and produce things, but
cannot because * others who own  the
tools will not permit it, there are peo-
ple who would like very much to have
shoes, clothing, houses and the good,
things that the unemployed have the
ability to produce. Indeed, there is
never a time when people feel more
strongly the need of the things which
Jabor can make than- when many la:
borers are unemployed. But there is
only one conclusion possible, and that
js that the capitalists, instead of “giv-
ing” men work, keep many of them from
work -and permit only such as they
choose {o labor. * One might ask why
they do this? 1t is that chey may con-
tinur the game, and so be masters of
the sitmation. If every man had free
accesg to raw material sad the tools of
production, there need never be any idle
and never ‘any poor. bocinlism \fill
provide thig aceess to the needs of life.

The truth is that neither President
Roosevelt nor the senate mor the house
wants .the isene between them fought
out.  The diverse interests impelling
them have forced this strained relation
but each is afraid of what the other
knows and all know that if the. whole
truth should be told about what takes
place behind the scenes—the hypocrisy
of the executive and the lnwlessness of
the law makers—the people would have
only contempt for the whole gang of
capitalistic freebooters who have no
more conception ofsreal political ethics
nor of honestly serving the people than
the Russian and Mexican brigands that
loot their victims in the name of law
and government.

The glaughter of some hundred miners
in the notorious coal mines at Blue
Fields, W, Va., and Ziegler, I, adds
another argument against the unfair
employers. . The wen are helpless against
every extortion, against every dangerons
condition. They must submit or starve,
Tf the people owhed the mines the
families of these men would be protected
just as are the families of soldiery killed
or wounded, But the workers refuse
to elect men who want the public to
own the mines and protect their lives
and their families. Some day, some day,
they will wake up and see.

An item in ‘the press said the cold
snap had stimulated business, especially
in the coal line. Just ag if this were
a good thing! ‘It may help the coal
producers, but it injures all the con-
sumers, who are a hundred 'times as
many as the coal producers. Under the
present anarcny of industry, some have
reason to rejoice at an injury to others,
For instance, every destruction of prop-
erty today serves fo employ more peo-
ple, giving them a chance to earn a live
ing, while ' under  public ' ownership
all would - Jose by every  fire or
flood. Insane? 'Well, this system is
nothing else.

We are going {o send the Appeal for
a year to every democratic editor .in
the country and we want you to send
us a dollar or as much more as you
can afflord to make up the necessary
fund for that purpose. It will be a
master stroke as thousands of demo-
crats are now ready to become Social-
ists.

The national banks still hold $110,000,.
000 of ‘government  deposits for which
they pay no interest. This is part of
the money the public treasury handed
over to them during the “late” panie.
See?

January, 231909  Clubs of four or more (40 weeks) 25 Cents.

Another {udiqdﬂhck Eye.

The kipreme court of the TUnited
Sstates has “handed ‘down" another of
its justly éelebrated self-acting capitalis
tic decisions. ~In’ this instanee the deo.
jon is mot against lsbor directly
against “the _goremm(." Whenevor
there is an issue between “the gove:
ment” and the plutoeratic trusts a4
0 tions ‘the government™ gets .
that is coming fo it.

For years “the government” has beon
prosecuting the ndtorious land fraul
which have been  perpetrated in Col.
rado and other western states, in whi »
Senator Borah achieved unsavory em
nence, but escaped the pepalty throu-h
the friendly offices of Theodore Roo..
velt ‘and his accommodating administ)
tion. ' These cases, involving millions
of acres of the choitest lands stolen
form “the government.” were carried to
the supreme court and now that pluto
cratic adjunct has decided against ‘the
government,” thrown the cases out of
eourt, and put an end to the litigation

Thus the millionaire pirates keep pos.
session of their stolen empire and go
scot free, with a clean bill from the
supreme court,

It will' now be in order for the antl.
Socialists with delicate sensibilities. of
right and wrong to ask how Socialists
will get possession of these lands and
other things stolen by the plutocrats
when Socialists get into power. This
ought to be dead easy and we have
sufficient faith in the intelligence of So.
cialists to believe that it will be when
tha time comes.

"It is of course perfectly matural that
the supreme court should decide ail
these issues in favor of the plutorrats
In ‘the capitalist system public ofi-
cials, including supreme judges, are the
tools of the eapitalists. Only those wha
do the bidding of the capitalists can
succeed in capitalist politics,

All the members'of the supreme court
without  exception wefe - appointed
through plutocratie influences. The great
capitalists who furnish the ecampaign
funds and comtrol the votes of the work-
ing slaves see that mo man reaches the
supreme court unless his record at-
tests both his capacity and ambition
to serve the ruling class.

Let thess decisions. come thick and
fast and. some time the people will
arouse from the hypnotic spell cast over
them by capitalism and sweep the sys-
tem from the track of progress.

Ome-third of the whole population is
engaged, not in production, but in pre-
venting production, How many thou-
sands would be farming today if they
were permitted the use of land? or wonld
be mining if they were permitted? or
would be making things if they were
permitted? Can vou not see that =
system that prevents men and women
from doing things that should be done,
making things they ars in need of.. is
all wrong? Why should the workers be
put to being servants of the few you
call rich, the few who won't work, the
few who are reveling in'luxury thev
have not helped to' produce?! Tf you
had any sense you could see things are
upside down.  The useful people are at
the bottom aud the useless people are
on top. Not only here, but everywhere
on earth is this true, ' Look at Ttaly, at
Spain, at Russia, st China, at’ Japan, at
Mexico—everywhera vou see the same
condition. Wake up.

~ Oh, if you were only as persistent in
putting Socialist papers into the hands
of your neighbors as are the Russian
patriots!. They do it at the risk of
their lives, and the printed sheets cost
enormously because tney have to be
printed in secret or elge smuggled into
the country, while you can buy them
openly at a ridiculously small price and
are not endangered by the act. ¥f your
neighbor will not. read one paper, get
another and hand it to him. Isn't in-
dustrial Jiberty worth doing your utmost
to achieve? ,
 The  divine right of property .bhas
ceased {0 be a fetish, along with the di-
vine right of kings. : :
A Socialist in Congress.

Suggestions as to What He Might Do.

Introduce a bill to abrogate thosn
features of the treaty with Russia and
other countries that permit  political
refugees to be returned.

Introduee a resolution that no eomrt
dare pass on’ &' legislative act, but must

take it as it js.—Charles Hockenbrouch,
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