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The Clima.x
of Capitalism.

By Eugene V. Debs.

At the present rate of industrial and commercial
‘concentration it will not be long before competition
in the realm of production will practically be a thing
. of the past. The great capitalists of the world, through
~ their agents and promoters, are engineering gigantic
. deals and schemes to absorb or crush out all competi-
tion, thus giving them substantial and undisputed con-
trol of the situation, and enabling them to exploit the
people at their own sweet will and exercise despotic
authority over their countless victims. So completely
are these capitalists absorbed in their manipulations
that it is doubtful if a single one of them realizes that
they are working with might and main for their own
financial undoing and that at the climax of capitalism
they will be “hoist by their own petard,” and Sociael:(
ism, which they affect to despise and dread, will r
lieve them of their crowns and sceptres, abolish their
despotic_functions and give them equal opportunities
with others to earn an honest living and enjoy “life,
- liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”

. When that glorious day dawns the capitalists will
work for what th_er get aud the workers will get what

7 work for. The hideous inequalities whic.. 10w
. mock civilization and deform society will be known
no more forever, except in the historic annals of the
' *dark ages” of capitalism. »
. In this terrific rush toward the climax, which may
be. spelled cataclysm, Andrew Carnegie, whose in-
© is a million a month, is having a desperate time

is
pesisting the surplus value that is forced upon and
threatens to engulf him. The other day he made a gift
four millions in charities for the benefit of his dis-
abled and superannuated employes. He scatters libra-
ries 2s the wind scatters leaves in autumn. It may be
that the Scotch-American multimillionaire sees some
writing on the wall, or that in his advancing years, as
the horrors of Homestead come back to his memory,
and he sees the streets slippery with the blood of work-
ingmen he robbed and then hired Pinkerton thugs to
‘murder, his conscience festers with accusation and he
“hopes to blot out the awful tragedy by tapping the
rast reservoir of blood which his cupidity prompted
him to drain by force and crime from the veins of his
& ell_;s: wage-slaves.
b tragedy of Homestead is fresh in our memory.
The wound in the body of labor, “poor dumb mouth,”
mutely crying for vengeance. rnegie the philan-
ist, who went to Europe, and left Frick, the mon-
ster, in charge, cannot escape responsibility for the in-
famous crimes of the three hundred Pinkerton thugs
who murdered his workingmen in 1892. He was deaf
to every appeal, and upon his soul the blood-stains
are as ineffaceable as the spots on the skin of a leopard,
and though he build ten thousand libraries, the ghosts
g”his victims will surmount them all and point their
fingers of guilt at the rankest Pharisee in
Christendom.
! The days in which we live are indeed pregnant
. with great possibilities. The working-class is charg-
" ed with the gravest responsibility of the ages, and the
2y of action draweth nigh. What a privilege to have
part in the closing acts of this stupendous drama!
 slavery of all the centuries is to be blotted from
earth forever, and it is for this sublimest of achieve-
“ments that the Socialists of all lands are marshalling
their hosts to do and to dare until capitalism is over-
and the working-class seizes the sceptre of
hority and rules the world.
‘Workingmen of America, do not forget for an in-
nt that the great struggle in which you are en-
2ed is a class-conflict, and that the lines must be
. 'gharply drawn in every battle, whether on the eco-
| momic or the political field. The slavery of your class
is responsible for your chains, rags and crusts, and
never until your entire class is emancipated can you
from the iron grasp of your capitalistic masters.
far as this struggle is concerned, there is no
; capitalist and no bad workingman. Every capi-
talist is your enemy and every workingman is your
friend. You have got to stand and act as one. Sol-
idarity is your salvation, and Socialism points unerr-
ingly the way. : i
" Day by day the class-conscious Socialist move-
ment increases in power. It scorns all compromise.
It firmly holds every inch it conquers. It cannot be
intimated by frowns nor frightened by threats. It is
pursuing its historic course and come what may, it
will press on and on until the goal is reached and la-

bor rules the world.

The marble mines of Vermont are uniting.

A $1,500,000 pulverized fuel trust has been incor-
porated. 5 Z 2
" Glue manufacturers are going to stick together in

a trust. .

Arkansas comes forward with a $2,225,000 sugar
. :mkbout $225,000,000 of capital was trustified during
; March.
ﬁle‘ Anl?l:htl: ?:,ire glass concerns have trustified, and all
" . but two of the plants will be closed to curtail produc-
L tion. - | .

The two soft coal trusts and many mdepender}t
. companies are being combined by Morgan and capi-
talization will be upward of $200,000,000.

The cigar trust has absorbed the $10,000,000 Ha-
vana-American combine, which ‘controls seven big
plants in New York, New Orleans,, Chicago, Tampa
and Ki 1 SR X

Alle{h :’Vﬁss and e]ect;nc htghttl,ng comegm_es in
Creaf York are about to be merged into a

beater New The Standard Oil people are en-
gineering the deal.

" The linen and yarn manufactories of Austria, Ger-

;““m.mo 00000000000000000000000000
Labor's Jarserllasse. i

Ye sons of toil, awake to glory!

Hark! Hark! what myriads bid you rise!
Your children, wives and grandsires hoary:
Behold their tears and hear their cries,
Behold their tears and hear their cries!

Shall hateful tyrants, mischiefs breeding,
With thireling hosts, a rufian band,

Affright and desolate the land

While peace and liberty lie bleeding?

To arms, to arms, ye brave!
The avenging sword unsheath!
March on, niarch on! all hearts resolved
On victory or death! :

With luxury and pride surrounded,

' The vile, insatiate despots dare

Their lust of power and gold unbounded
To mete and vend the light and air,
. To mete and vend the light and air.

Like beasts of burden would they load us;
Like gods would bid their slaves adore;
But man is man, and who is more?

Then shall they fonger lash and goad us?

Oh, Liberty, can man resign thee,
Once haying felt thy generous flame?
Can dungeons, bolts or bars confine thee? %
Or whips thy noble spirit tame?
Or whips thy noble spirit tame?
Too lotig the world has wept, bewailing
That falsehood’s dagger tyrants wield ;
But Freedom is our sword and shield,
And all their arts are unavailing:

To arms, to arms, ye brave!
The avenging sword unsheath!

March on! march on! All hearts resolved
On Victory or Death!

Socialist Propaganda

By Job Harriman.

Your correspondent has kindly asked me for an
article on *‘Propaganda in the East.” v
are always hunting for new worlds to conquer, I will

strike out “in the East” and instead of a descriptive |

article, will state, what seems to me, are the neces-
sary elements of a successful Socialist propaganda. _

For the past fifteen years of ouf agitation in this
country we have had much to say of the class-strug-
gle, and it is right that we should so continue. Much
energy and time has been expended telling how the
capitalist gourmands have gorged themselves and
their coffers, and how they have lived lives of sumptu-
ous luxury in their ill-gotten palaces, and neither
should our energies abate in this direction, for the half
has not been told. :

“We have portrayed the awful physical, moral and
intellectual agony of the oppressed, nor yet should
this work be diminished, for neither tongue nor pen
can paint the pictures of the hovels and sweat shops,
about the mines and the factories as black and lurid
as they are. . -

We have told of the irresistible power in the hands
of the down-trodden, and our efforts in this direction
will increase with years, even though our voice has
scarcely beer® heard, nor have the oppressed been
aroused. .

We have told of the Co-operative Commonwealth
—the ‘advantages it affords, the opportunities, the de-
lights. We have shown that life need not be a burden,
nor a battle for existence ; that food and clothing, lux-
uries and flowers, parks, palaces, travel and education
could be enjoyed by all in this new commonwealth,
man’s heaven on earth; and yet, in every city, great
masses of these very sufferers have nodded their assent
and turned away with a faint gleam of hope linger-
ing for a moment in their hearts when they again re-
sign themselves to their accustomed tasks, apparently
content. {

Shall we say that they have not suffered enough?
Shall we continue to tantalize them by telling them
more of the luxuries of the rich, with the hope that
this will arouse them? ' Is it suffigient to continue to
uncover their bleeding hearts and running sores be-
fore their very eyes? Can we expect to inspire a liv-
ing hope and a militant activity by painting a beauti-
ful picture of a possible condition which seems to them
far away, and which is immediately dimmed by their
tears and privations?

A heaven on earth that is out of sight is worth no
more, nor will be a no more potent inspiration to the
masses of the oppressed than is any other heaven that
lies beyond the grave. Heaven must be in sight to
be effective nowadays. The fumes of hell have fright-
ened and the jasper walls and pearly gates and golden
streets of the mystic heaven have dazzled the mind’s
eye and absorbed public attention, while those more
indifferent to public welfare took advantage of the oc-
casion and robbed and pillaged the workers.

So are we, as Socialists, today, paigting pictures
of the capitalist Hades, together with the splendors of
our coming commonwealth, while the workers’ imme-
diate interests are overlooked and the opportunity is
taken advantage of by men who are in the pursuit of
wealth, and who- are “indifferent to the public weal.
They seize upon the opportunity to take profits, to
gain power and to subdue the people.

The working-class has long since deserted the
clergy’s heaven, and they will be loth to accept ours
until they can in some way see it or feel it. Just as
great events cast their shadows before them, so So-
cialiste must advance some advantages, some material
interests of the class they propose to set free, or a deaf
ear will be turned to their calling. A mental vision of

many and Belgium are combining into a gigantic trust.

the possibilities is not sufficient, nor even will the clear,

But since we | im

round voice of an agitator suffice to call them to ac- |

tion or to arouse them from their lethargy. They
must see and feel our heaven with their stomachs and
their backs. .

A hungry man can get a far better focus upon the
Co-operative Commonwealth with a beef-steak, than
he can w.th a lecture or a leaflet. The latter given
first will drive him mad; given last it will be sauce
to his meat. Lasting impressions are made with food
and clothing. It seems that the eyes are not for see-
ing nor the ears for hearing, but they are simply mir-

rors for reflecting the condition of the back and stom-

ach. Whatever and whoever supplies these wants,

‘these necessities, will get the ear and the heart and the

ntellect and the energy of the recipient.
Any movment for a better condition which does

‘not touch, at least to some extent, the immediate in-

terests of the masses will never weld them by any
theory or idea, however beautiful or true, into a great
mass movement. The sufferer must be touched, not
only in theory, but in fact; not tomorrow with pros-
pects, but today with things. ;

Shall we cease holding meetings and speaking and
teaching and agitating? Not that we should do less
of these, but that it is imperative that we take more
vigorous action in practical affairs.

~ How can the Socialists be instrumental in render-
ing immediate pecuniary advantages to the working-
class is the problem to be solved and put in execution.
Until we do this our principle will not be heard by
the working-class, much less be understood. But on
the contrary, opposing doctrines will be taught,
believed and followed. ]

Can we, an organization without means, render
pecuniary assistance to the hordes of organized and
unorganized workers? Can we enter the economic
field and cope with the billion-dollar capitalist combin-
ations? With the press, the schools, the pulpits, the
libraries, the political machinery, and the machinery
of production in their hands, can 4 small and poor or-
ganization make its efforts felt in a pecuniary way
upon the unnumbered hosts of workers?

These are the difficulties before us, the obstacles
smust surmount. The bridges are burned behind
retreat is impossible ; and the war is on. In order
e in the glories of the victory we must share
*hardships of the battle. It accordingly becomes
mperative for the Socialists in every industrial center
6 hold a council of war, and therein devise ways and
ans of delivering pecuniary advantages to the
orking-class, without supplying the cash from their

‘own purses. <

To this task the Socialists alone can respond. They
above all others know the interests of the working-
class and the adverse interests of the capitalist class.
They know why capital grows and poverty increases;
when capital is courageous and when it is timid ; why
wages go down and profits go up; why manufacturers
organize and trades unions appear ; why lockouts come
and strikes develop; why the workers vote and the
judges decide ; why the workers persist and the militia
shoots ; how the strikes are broken, the few capitalists
rejoice and the many workers mourn; in short, they
know better than all others the elements entering into
the political and industrial class war, and how to work
to the end that the workers' interests will be con-
served.

They know that when work is flush wages may be
raised ; and that when work is slack itis the best time
to argue for shortening the hours. They know that a
strike, whether local or general, is more easily won
before than after an election; they know that an at-
tack at the capitalists’ political machine is a strike at
his purse: they know that the capitalist is fully aware
of this and that he fears it like poison; they know
that if a strike is precipitated immediately before an
election, that all the class feeling and interests manifest
in the industrial field will become also .the potent fac-
tor in the political field; they know that when the
workers see their power in the political field that they
will use their political power with the same solidarity
as they now use their industrial organization. They
know best the dangers in the industrial strike; the ad-
vantages in the political, the conflicting interests and
the safeguards. They, above all, are best able to deter-
mine when the chances are favorable to, and when
they are against the working-class. By experience they
have learned the necessity of discipline, of courage and
of decision.

Hence it remains for the Socialists to apply their
knowledge to the daily affairs of the workingz-class—
to council them in their strikes; to point out their
strong and their weak positions ; to stand in the thick
of the battle; thus tq become an important factor in
causing to be delivered, immediate pecuniary interests
to the working-class from the capitalist class.

This can only be done in the economic field, where,
by reason of services rendered, the Socialist ipfiuence
will spread, and they can then move on with the mass
of workers to the political field. Our work in the po-
litical field has and will find but little response among
the working-class previous to work in the economic
field.

Whenever a Socialist is instrumental in shorten-
ing the hours of labor, or increasing the wages, or
adding any other advantage to the working-class, to
that extent he places, as it were, a telescope before
their eyes, which brings the Socialist commonwealth
within the range of the workers’ visign. They begin
to feel the benefits. By showing them how to apply

'their power and thereby gain immediate advantages,

he makes his opportunity to show them how to apply
the same power in the same or different ways and gain
more remote advantages. ;

By such means only can we turn the working-class
from POLITICS to WORKING-CLASS POLI-
TICS. In this way only can we convince them that
class politics has all the elements of the indystrial
struggle and the solidarity of the economic organiza-
tion will be increased by class political action.

| fall of the unions, would not develop. Having changed ‘

We' must remember that we do not reach men's
stomachs through their intelligence, but we do reach
their intelligence through their stomachs. Hence we
must touch the interests of men in order to reach their
ears. And it is right that it should be so. We will not
be known by our words but by our works. ;

Why should the working class, who has made no
study of our principles accept our words and make a
plunge in the dark and to them along untrodden
paths. Only by making every succeeding step easier
and smoother and by being instrumental in adding
victory to victory, will we be able to dispel their preju-
dice, their suspicion and their hatred toward all ex-
traneous influences and principles, and to open up
their minds to that flood of light and hope which the
philosophy of Socialism brings to the working-class.
This done, an entirely different fire will burn in the
heart of the labor movement; a different courage will
crown their efforts; a different hope will inspire the
actions. The discouragement that now follows a de-
feated strike, tending to the disintegration and down-

their goal from the mere raising of wages and shorten-«
ing of hours, to the establishment of the Co-operative’s
Commonwealth, the wages and hours would beonlyins &
cidents in their fight, and though failures should come
their hope and determination to win the new goal
hold them together and bear them on to victory.
Hence the work of the Socialist, when properly-done, |
will not only hold together the present members in the
economic organizations, but it will be the means of
gathering an infinitely larger number into the organi
ations which could not otherwise be reached. i
ism in the labor organizations is a cement as well
a magnet, and its power increases with numbers.
The essential elements of a successful Socialist prop
aganda are not only the teaching of the class-s
and the picturing of ‘the present hell and a fu
heaven on earth, but we must enter into the !
itself ; we must help plan the campaign; we must
our stand in the front ranks of the battle. A
A successful propaganda does not mean alone to
philosophize about the class-struggle, but it means to
live it, to taste it, to feel it, and to act it. A
Victory arises, not out of principles in books, but
from principles put to the test in life’s battles. = = =
Action, well defined, wisely planned action, will
find a rich soil in the hearts and minds of the working-
class, in which our principles may be planted with our
deeds; and the tears flowing fronr the oppression o
capitalism will not then drown them out, but they
be as spring showers, under the influence of w
know!ctige of the working-class will expend into
comprehension of the Socialist Commonwealth, and all
it has in store for them, as well as a comprehension. of
their rights, their power, and their duty.

Soeialism vs. Individualism.

By Rev. Charles H. Vail.

The individualist method of abolishing social evils
begins with the individual. The individualist sees that
people are actuated by selfish motives, and so con-
cludes that the social evils from which we suffer are |
due to the “ever selfish human heart.” The clergy as
a rule belong to this class. They seldom if ever really
inquire as to the cause of selfishness, much less take
the time and study necessary to analyze present indus-
trial conditions. They rather fall in with things as
they are; that is, they are inclined to accept the pres-
ent system as final, and observing that their precepts
are seldom practiced, they usually ascribe the cause to
the perversity of human nature. It rarely occurs to'a
member of this class that there are environing forces
which nullify all his efforts.. Not being familiar with
the economic question, he naturally traces all social
evils to man’s selfishness, and his remedy, of course,
is to preach and awaken the conscience and inculcate
the desire for better things. This is well as far as i
goes, but if sermons were all that is necessary to el-
evate society, it would have been accomplished long
ago.

We have had over eighteen hundred years of
this method, and it is no wonder that our friends talk

of the ever selfish human heart, for their method seems

largely ineffective in even bettering the individual,

to say nothing about society. The failure of the rem-
edy to abolish social evils ought to suggest to them
that there is something lacking in their method, and
that possibly by beginning at the other end of the
problem they might create conditions wherein their
preaching might be more effective. A man may go i
to church and listen to a fine discourse on the law of
service and be moved to help his fellows, but he goes
out into a world of competitive strife and is obliged
to take advantage of those he comes in contact with or
suffer failure himself.

The fact is, the “ever selfish human heart” is chief-
ly due to an ever selfish economic system. Under all
forms of industry in the past individuals have been ar-
rayed against each other, but in no system have the
antagonisms been more pronounced-than in the pres-
ent order. There is scarcely a field today where selfish
interests, begotten by a selfish system, do not dom-
inate. Just so long as it is to man’s interest to be dis-
honest and selfish, we need expect no improvement.
There is no use lamenting this condition so long as
we retain a false organization of society. We ought
not to expect the law of love to be practiced under an
environment of the law of strife. Sermons will not
extirpate the evils; they are too deep rooted—they in-
here in the system itself. We may preach brotherly
love, but let us not be so foolish as to expect it to be
practiced to any extent under the present order.

Socialism would abolish all these evils by removing
the cause. Selfishness is only possible when one man
can gain at the expense of another. Under Socialism
no one could thus gain, for the interests of every man
would be identical with the interests of every other
man. No one could serve his own interests without
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i e interests ot others, and conyergely,_ no one
mgi’n?:lre the interests of others without m)u;'lmg
himself. The solidarity of humanity so long preac ed,
Socialism would realize. Socialism would make the
‘interests of one identical with the interests of all, and
‘wice versa. Under such a system selfishness would
be plucked up by the roots. The very ﬁrstf mlsxte,
‘then, of the ideal state is the establishment 0 1ony
in the industrial realm—the substitution of co-opera-

tion for competition.

i “But,” says our in
* make men honest and
_ true, we cannot directly,
. we do expect, is to surr

vironment—one conducive to ho i clfs]
ness. We desire to so reconsgruct society that if a
‘man is inclined to be honest and unselfish he will not
have to be dishonest and selfish in order to succeed.
1§ a man is placed in an infectious district and com-.
pelled to remain there hie will becgme_sxck. What
ve ought to expect to do by legislation, is not to pro-
‘hibit his sickness, but to provide for his removal or
the removal of the infectious environment. When we,
‘have removed by legislation the cause of the disease,
‘the effect will disappear. So when we remove the in-
fectious environment of capitalism its evil results will

%:.. says our individualist friend, “You might
completely

dividualist friend, "you”cannm
unselfish by legislation.” Very
and no one expects to. What
ound men with a suitable en-
nesty and unselfish-

nge the machinery amtjy procedure of
s d only have a new tyranny, a new
e 4 of man."l _Of.just wh]ag
new tyranny, injustice, and exploitation woul
consist has neveyr Abe’en pointed out. . I presume it
uld trouble our friend somewhat to give, even to
elf, a satisfactory answer. The objection, ho\Y-
‘betrays a failure to trace these évils to their
and an utter inappreciation of the changed
ons which would exist under Socialism. As a
er of fact, these evils can only exist in an economic
m of special i
ownership of the instruments of production, are

bled to take advantage of their fellows. The source
all tyranny, injustice and exploitation is the eco-
‘dependence of the oppressed upon the oppres-
‘The private ownership of land on, and tools with
ch to labor, means, for those not possessing these
ruments, economic slavery. The basis, then, of
v kind of servitude, social misery, political de-
nce. and industrial tyranny is the dependence
upon the monopolists of the implements of
- and the sources of life. Socialism would destroy
s economic power by the few, by placing the in-
rument of production in the hands of society. So-
alize these means and laborers would become their
masters, and justice, libecty and freedom would

ustice, a new exploitation

fact is, as we have noted, to abolish social
the individualist is at work at the wrong end of
yroblem, and the reason he supposes that a change
' edure of Society would effect no relief is due
s failure to trace the evils to their source. It is true
‘no change short of a complete
ent system would be effective. ;
‘mere reformer, whether religious or social, leave
internal mechanism ugtoouched, and so fail to touch
s root of the trouble. Society is an organism, and

‘symptoms manifest ‘themselves in various direc-
so when the social organism is diseased, the

sympto

" selves’ as intemperance, crime, pauperism, prostitu-
1, etc. All these syniptoms evidence a diseased
body economic. There is but one solution, therefore,
) aﬁ these problems—all are effects ofithe same cause.

, color and shape to social and political institutions,
ik
on this scientific fact. tte
omic conditions. The present condition of all

ble life.

perverse economic order.

evils of our

ideal charac of g
n And even were all unselfish—a thing im-
le under capitalism—the very fact that business
. must be conducted on the competitive principle would
necessitate” the existence of these very conditions
~against which we protest. The evils are social and
_can only be removed by social readjustment.
| The Socialist offers the only effective method of
plifting society. He proposes to begin with the
nomic conditions. He recognizes the scientific fact
depends largely upon his surroundings. While hered-
tt;pie: impb‘;'tg;n}g igo regard to special talents, environ-
ment is the chief factor in moulding character. This
_fact has been demonstrated by social experiments. So-
cialism proposes to better economic conditions and
establish an environment favorable to the development
of moral qualities.

The Socialist has

eat majority of men are not bad. Separate them
ﬂl;m their economic interests and you will find that
they are morally sound. Human history shows that
according to the light which men have had the,y have
done grandly well. Socialism would secure to auman
nature proper soil and environment. It will guarantee
men the physical basis of life, give to each the full
product of his toil, and secure leisure to all. Until this
is accomplished there is no use talking about teaching
science, art and literature to the masses. These fields
are barred to all who do not possess the requisites—
the millions of the over-worked and out of work.

The Socialist presents the only effective method by
which to abolish the social evils. And even the end
which the church seeks, that of personal righteous-
ness, can only be realized to any extent in such an en-
vironment as Socialism proposes. The church should
‘aid in establishing the new order as the first step
toward the realization of its ideal. The whole compet-
itive struggle for existence leaves scarcely any margin
for the practice of a real Christianity. The basis of
our industrial system is unjust and unrighteous, its
operation unchristian, and its results damnable. The
social and industrial evils from which we suffer are
inherent in the present system of production, and can
only be abolished by the abolition of the system itself.

Speed the day of the new order of brotherhood,
of universal justice—the Co-operative Commonwealth.

faith in human nature. The

About a dozen minor railroads have united or been
absorbed by larger roads during the past two weeks.

privilege, where some, by virtue of |

abolition of our
All remedies of

as 'when the physical organism is out of order

ms take on vatious forms, expressing them-

"We need to recognize that economic conditions

affect intellectual and moral tendencies. ThHe
method of abolishing social evils is based
It demands betterment of

classes of society—whether the poverty and hardship
the poor, the worry and anxiety of the middle class,
oo the idleness and luxury of the rich—are fatal to a

' An unselfish heart will not save a man from the

Many a man
character is a victim of our system of grab

it man is a creature if circumstances. What man is

- Ghe Grust.

By Thomas J. Morgan.

Are you discontented? Are you interested in the
trust question?

“1 should think I am! When that rascal Armour,
with all his millions, commences making mince-meat
and takes away the trade I have worked up during the
last ten years, I should think it was time to get inter-
ested. ;

“When he began to take my biggest customers
away, I wrote him and asked him to stop; told him
how hard I had worked and how he was hurting me;
but he took no notice of my letters, Then he started
after my small customers, and again I wrote him re-
questing him to keep the big customers, but to leave
me the little ones, but he would not stop. Then I got
out a lot of circulars denouncing him ; but he is going
right along and my business is destroyed. That is
why I am interested.”

This protest may amuse other Socialists as it did
me when.I heard it; and yet the speaker was the
“stuff”’ that the average business man and citizen is
made of, and as he talked, I wondered if he would
ever be able to see the cause which produced the effect
that had killed him as a business man and landed him
in the great field of discontent in which Socialists
make converts. Ll

The right to buy, to' manufacture and sell, to have
and to hold all things which all must have, and to
make a profit out of the necessities of those who must
have so they may live, is not questioned. Only when,
in this holding and buying and selling, one hurts the
other’s chance to do the same is a protest heard, and
then only against the personal pressue, and for the
chance for the squealer to join again in the profit-
mongering business of private production, ownership
and exchange.

The average wage worker's protest is the same, in
substance. He says: Give me'a few cents more a
week, month or year, a few minutes less labor a day;
this is'all I.ask as my right. I do not question your
right to the field, the mine, the factory or the tools,
or your right to discharge me and to refuse to re-
employ me again. [ believe all of these rights are
yours, but my wage should be raised from $250 to
$253 a year; I think I have a right to the extra $3.
Concede that, and I declare my strike off.

The average business man says: Yes, competition
is the life of trade; production and distribution for
profit is all right, but don’t cut the price below 'my
figure ; don’t compete with me in my line. You have
a right to sell hams, sides and carcasses of meat, but
for goodness’ sake, don't cut into my mince-meat busi-
ness. Leave this road open to me and I will sing
again, “My Country, 'Tis of Thee.”

Each class, from the street-sweeper to the presi-
dent of an average corporation, holds its varying con-
ception of rights, each differing from the other and
each protesting against that which seems to ,‘in{ure
them. !

The Socialist alone traces all the varying effects
down to the root-cause, from which the individual, the
firm, the corporation, pool, combine, syndicate and
trust, will derive their power of monopoly. This cause
is the principle and institution of private property.

The Socialist knows that all discussion which fails
to reach this fundamental depth is superficial, no mat-
ter how exalted or distinguished the participants in
the discussion may be.

But fundamental discussion is so d’{sturbing, that
not only will very few business men permit it, but the
organized wage workers as a rule exclude it from
their gatherings, while those who officially speak. for
organized labor, almost without- exception, emphat-
ically support the principle and institution of private
property, though: it compels every man they represent
to take off Jhis hat and bend his head, and beg to be
permitted to use a tool, a machine, or to cultivate the
earth or to extract its treasures, and to thus be ena-
bled to live. ‘ .

In doing this they bend their heads and give their
hearts and minds to pagan worship, the most degrad-
ing idolatry known to man, the worship of private
property ; the curse of the past and present, the blind,
ignorant fetish of undeveloped men. 8

Blackstone, speaking of this to the young lordlings
he was teaching, the future owners and rulers of the
British Empire, expressed himself thus:

“There is nothing which so generally strikes the
imagination, and engages the affections of mankind,
as the right of property, or that sole and despotic do-
minion which one man claims and exercises over the
external things of the world, in total exclusion of the
right of any other individual in the universe. And yet
there are very few that will give themselves the trou-
ble to consider the origin and foundation of this right.
Pleased as we are with the possession, we seem afraid
to look back to the means by which it was acquired,
as if fearful of some defect in our title, or at best we
rest satisfied with the decision of the laws in our favor,
without examining the reasomr or authority upon
which those laws have been built. We think it enough
that our title is derived by the grant of the former pro-
prietor, by descent from our ancestors, or by the last
will and testament of the dying owner; not caring
to reflect that (accurately and strictly speaking) there
is no foundation in nature or in natural law, why a set
of words upon parchment should convey the domin-
ion of land ; why the son should have a right toexclude
his = fellow-creatures from a determinate spot of
ground, because his father had done so before him ; or
why the occupier of a particular field or jewel, when
lying on his death-bed, and no longer able to maintain
possession, should be entitled to tell the rest of the
world who of them should enjoy it after him. These
enquiries, it must be avowed, would be * * * trouble-
some in common life. It is well if the mass of man-
kind will obey the laws when made, without scrutiniz-
ing too nicely into the reasons for making them.”
“But when the law is to be considered not only as a
matter of practice, but also as a rational science, it
cannot be improper or useless to examine more deeply
the rudiments and grounds of these positive constitu-
tions of society.”

“In the beginning of the world * * * the all boun-
tiful Creator gave man ‘dominion over the earth: and
over the fish of the sca. and fowls of the air, and over
every living thing that moveth upon the face of the
earth.’ :

“This is the only true and solid foundation of man’s
dominion over external things, whatever airy meta-
physical notions may have been started by fanciful
writers upon the subject.

. “The earth, therefore, and all things thereon. are

the general property of mankind.”

standing this common right of all to all.
It has remained for the twentieth century, with its

and races, to bring this comprehension not alone to

property so identified with the trust, that all the rey-

erence and idolatry of this most ancient basis of civ-

ilization will disappear before the open-eyed reason

of this brighter day.

In the trust private property loses all its personal
and individual character, which, as Blackstone says

so strikes the imagination and engages the affections
of mankind.

‘ “The word “mine” is lost in the trust ownership,
is merged in the indistinct word “stock,” whose intan-
gible form floats on the stock market and passes hither
and thither with ‘the rush and swirl of the shifting
currents of speculation.

_ The trust organized in distribution or production,
eliminates all the personal relations so intimately con-
nected with individual business. :

The president of the trust, its managers, superin-
tendents and other underlings may be changed a dozen
times a year, without the slightest effect on the or-
ganized machinery which includes as so many cogs
the thousands of wage workers, and these, too, are
reduced to mere numbers which are checked off by
other cogs of the same great machine, in which skill
and chance have no further place as individual factors.
_ The trust not only annihilates the principle and in-
stitution of personal, private property, withi all its an-
cient attraction for the individual possessor, but it also
eliminates production and distribution from the posi-
tion of first importance in human life, by making it a
mere mechanical operation and calculation which frees
mankind from all kinds of animal drudgery. As the
trust develops it casts out from the field of manual
labor tens of thousands into the ranks of the unem-
ployed ; next, thousands of small “mince-meat” men,
and last the intellectual classes, whose education, cul-
ture, artistic accomplishments, are not required in the
swift-whirling, trustified machine.

i “Ah,” said a sociological professor a few years ago,
“anyone can make a piano, but it takes brains to sell
it.” But with the coming of the trust the machine not
only makes the piano, but it sells it also. Brains are
not required to either produce, sell or deliver the pro-
ducts of a trust; the automatic machine, partly in-
animate and partly human, does it all.

The trust has come to turn our thoughts from the
low animal plane of competitive production and dis-
tribution—a mere dog-fight over a bone with but lit-
tle meat on it—to the consideration of a corporation
banquet of all the natural and intellectual products of
all the ages, an everlasting feast, to which all the
children of men are to be invited.

Then speed the trust. On with the monopoly of
“mince-meat” and other businesses. On with the au-
tomatic machine. On with the destruction of all rev-
erence and respect for private property. On with the
cevolution with revolutionary speed. On, though it
jars, and bumps, and squeezes and hurts, physically
and mentally, for thus mankind becomes “interested”
and the world’s thought moves on.

THE, SOQIAUST MOUEMENG IN | NEW
‘ YORK.

By Leonard D, Abbott.

It is natural enough that the eyes of Socialists all
over the country should be turned toward New York.
The great Eastern metropolis is the centre of most of
America’s activities ; it is the place where we touch the
pulse of the nation. Above all, it is the stronghold of
Socialist thought. Upward of 17,000 votes were cast
for Socialism in Greater New York last November,
and they represent a body of men who are pledged
steadfastly to the fundamental principles of Socialism,
 even though they are not agreed as to Socialist meth-
ods and tactics. There are today no less than four
Socialist daily papers in New York—the Social Dem-
ocratic ‘“Volkszeitung,” the Jewish “Forward,” and
the two De Leon organs, the “Daily People” and Jew-
ish “Abendblatt” ; and this in itself bears striking tes-
timony of the strength of the Socialistic sentiment in
New York.

The pioneers of, Socialism in New York (and, we
may say, in America) have been the Germans and the
Jews, and it is these two nationalities which still fur-
nish the majority of the rank and file of the Socialist
movement in New York. The two races are essential-
lv unlike in their characteristics. The German ap-
proaches Socialism from the economic, the analytical
point of view, while the Jew is emotional and idealistic.
The Hebrew characteristic is generally supposed to be
that of greed and money-grubbing; yet it cannot be
forgotten that the ‘race that is credited with producing
a Shylock has also evolved a Jesus, and in many Jews
the bump of altruism and generosity seems to be very
much more strongly developed than is the bump of
acquisition. From the Jewish race have come, and
come today, many of the most active comrades in our
ranks.

The Socialist movement on the East side of New
York is a fitting study for the psychologist, and here
may be found the type of every human temperament,
from the young man ablaze with his first social ideal-
ism to the “war-horse™ grown old, gnd. perchance,
pessimistic, in the movement. Here is one who.has
become a Socialist because he believed in the teachings
of Christ : there is another whose Socialism 1s rootet,i'
in dogmatic atheism. The “man with the x:ed button
is in evidence at all times, but his activities become
more apparent around election time, when the street-
corner oratory and the brass bands and transparencies
and parades force Socialism upon the attention of even
the most lethargic. All the year round, however, the
Socialist propaganda in New York is gomng on. In
dingy halls, in Masonic meeting places, over and be-
hind saloons, public meetings are held week in and
week ont. But a handful can be induced, as a r}:le, to
come to these meetings (the greatest problem in our
movement is the.problem of how to rea_ch the people),
but those who do conie are generally in earnest, and
they listen intently, almost greedily, to the new gospel
of industrial emancipation. It is’strange, yet true,
that a big hall can be filled easier than a.sma.ll one;
for it is a fact that a meeting in the great historic New
York auditorium, the Cooper Union, 1s seldom a fail-

et ure. The East-siders are hero-worshippers, and they
Neither slaves nor serfs were capable of under-|flock out by the hundred to hear a Debs, or a Harni-
tman, or a Herron, in Cooper Union.

A feature of the Socialist movement in New York

labOf'SHVing machines, railroads, steamships, electric | that would be tragical, if it were not so ridiculous, is
current, wide diffusion of ‘ideas, mingling of nations |the intensely bitter feeling existing between the S. D.

P. and the S. L. P. A well-known comrade, who has

professors of the law, but to the masses, who, as they | recently come into the movement, remarked the other
realize it, turn in thought away from the past, and in | day that during his lifetime he had run up against ev-
the future see the principle and institution of private | ery kind of bitterness, including the bitterness of the

ecclesiastic and heretic-hunter and the bitterness of
the capitalist whose economic position is threatened:
but he had never yet experienced anything that could
even begin to compare with the bitterness displayed
between Socialists! That eventful Tenth of July, now
almost two years ago, when the flames of revolt
against De Leon’s suicidal policy finally broke out,
bred hatreds that will probably last as long as'life itself.
The “revolutionary patriots” who outlived that most
sanguinary and glorious encounter have been fighting
their battles over and over again ever since, in the
press and on the platform. De Leon’s abuse of us
poor, benighted ‘‘kangaroos” is like Tennyson’s fam-
ous book. It goes on forever. Day after day, and
month after month, emanate from the editorial sanc-
tum in New Reade street the brilliant diatribes, to
which we have become so thoroughly accustomed, om*
such fresh and original topics as “Carey’s Armory,”
“Capitalist Jobs in San Francisco,” arid the “Obscene
‘Volkszeitung,'” subsidized by Tammany in the in-
terests of the Republican party !—not to mention the
profound articles on “How to Reorganize the Sociak
ist Movement of the World on De Leon Lines,” and
“How to Smash the Trade-Uninos.” Verily, if influ-
ence were gauged by quantity, instead of quality, of
argument, we Social Democrats of New York would
be swamped indeed! !
Yet, in spite of every obstacle that blocks progress
inside and outside of our movement, the great cause
moves steadily onward. Socialism is invincible, and
the spirit of the Socialist is unquenchable. The So-
cialist who is grounded in the philosophy of his belief
and upon whom Socialism has taken the grip of a real
religion, can look out from the midst of the mael-
strom of party strife with unclouded eyes and unflinch-
ing gaze. He knows that Socialism will come, not
because he personally desires it and believes in it, but
because it is inherent in the nature of things and the
forces of social evolution are giving it birth e
A good example of the grit of Socialists in New '
York was furnished last fall when the “Social Demo-
cratic” name figured for the first time in State politics.: |
The task on our hands was a tremendous one—noth-
ing less than the collection of fifty signatures (all of ©
which must be attested by a notary) in sixty counties &
of a great State. The undertaking entailed great
pense, following closely on the heels of exhausting:
party litigations. The comrades rose, to the occasion
in splendid fashion. The De Leon organization sul-' i
fered a severe defeat right in its own stronghold, al-
though it had everything in its favor, including a daily
paper, and the well-known name and emblem. In =
the State at large the S. L. P. candidate for Governor

received about two hundred more than the Social
Democratic candidate, Ben

Haniord, although Mal- '
loney received less than '

Debs.

New York State still stands at the head of the col- =
umn. Massachusetts has developed a movement that
‘is stronger in certain localities than ours, «but‘t_hc ag-
gregate vote of the S. D. P. in New York State is con-
siderably larger than in any other State of the Union.
Moreover, our movement is growing with every week '
that passes. A persistent agitation has been carried &
on this winter, and the lecture tours of Hanford, Har- &
riman, Vail and Bigelow have covered the State from %
end to end. The seed thus sown is already be:w {
fruit, as is shown by recent election results. At Frank-
fort, New York, where no movement existed at all 3
year ago, 226 votes were recently cast for the head of
our ticket, Peekskill, which gave 61 votes last year |
for Debs and Harriman, now gives T17 straight So- &
cial Democratic votes in its village election, and Cats-
kill has tripled its presidential yote. Watertown cast |
a big vote last year and shows great promise. Roches- -
ter probably has a better organized movement than |
any other city of its size in the country and its W
of ‘able Socialist speakers includes such men as Wil
liam Thurston Brown, Frank A. Sieverman and Philip *
Jackson. |

The Social Democratic Party is an ever-grow
factor in the politics of New York State, and as th
lines are drawn closer in the mighty struggle upon ¥
which we are but just entering, as we approach nearer &
the vision of the Co-operative Commonwealth, thes
New York comrades can be depended on to do their &
share of the work that lies ahead. ’

UNITED STATES. s

There are twelve thouisand sweat shops 1
York. L 4
The Machinists’ Union is increasing in member-
ship at the rate of 1,000 a month.

A lockout of the union carpenters by the members
of the Master Builders' Association at Minneapolis, =
Minn., became effective on the 15th, and 300 men are ¥
idle. i L
About 200 members of the St. Paul (Minn.) Union &
of the Brotherhood of Painters, Paperhangers and" ¢
Decorators struck for an increase of wages.

Stone masons employed on the new State House
at Jackson, Miss., went on strike recently because the |
contractor placed three Negro masons at work on the
building.

During the past year organized labor has gained
16,000 members in the Coeur d’Alene district, in spite
of the “bull pen” and Gov. Steunenberg. ;

Hazleton (Pa.) Typographical Union boasts that
there is not'a non-union office or printer in that city,
The only newspaper outside the “fold” was unionized
last week.

A leégue of 1,500 business men of Belleville, I, ;
has been formed and the trades unionists believe that
its purpose is to wage a bitter war against the unions.

The quarterly bulletin just received from the New
York bureau of labor statistics reports 1,679 unions -
in the State, with an aggregate membership of 242 484
workingmen and women. It is an increase of 44 addi-
tional labor organizations during the last quarter.

A strike of the employees of the velvet mill at Mys.
tic, Connecticut, which has lasted two months, was
ended on the oth, when the management announced
that the rule requiring payment of fines for spoiled
work, which caused the strike, would not be enforced.
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he May Day Questioner.
With - Answers.
By Peter E. Burrowes.
What wonld you do?

1 would restore to the despoiled and encrvated
laborers, and to the much fearing manhood of all the

‘submerged multitudes whose names are not written in'

the bank’s book of life, some of that courage to fight

for themselves whichi history ascribes to them. When

umder the command of the dollar they make war
inst themselves on the economic fields, the ballot

fields and the battlefields of the world.

. What would you do?

I would establish one democracy in the United
States to succeed the present veiled monarchies, and
1 would extend the privileges and, blessings of labor
to every healthy man. On this basis of citizen-service
I would invite the capitalists to come in and serve,
ad if they declined, I would send them a notice to
ﬁ on the ground that the race has outgrown them;
‘¢hat the usurpation of government by a private or-

ization of capitalists is no longer endurable. As
Wul and the brain of the private profit-monger are
shrivelled to wield the mighty forces of the twen-
th century I would kick them out—that’s what I'd

What would 'you do? .
¥ would establish an economic system by which
we would exchange products for products only, and
not producers for products, by which a man might get
a loaf to put under his waistcoat without giving the
entire contents of his whole suit of clothes for what
shgnld be so small a matter in our times. I would
ch asses’ tails and ears to the statesmen whose
working people. were not assured of the means of pro-
' viding themselves with the necessaries of life; they
' should be banished as traitors or despised as fools or
as frauds, who are not able to solve the bread problem
. in the twentieth century.
' What would you do?

1 would restore to the world’s workers the world’s
instruments of working, to all crafts and professions
I would restore their tools, and as the race skill and

e race work became less personally and locally di-
';u‘hd.’ and more nationally organic, I would reduce the
policy of the nation into accord with the chief activity
of the nation, and so transform the modern Kaiser and
McKinley state to an industrial commonwealth—that
is, 1 would begin to vote for Socialism at once, as all

)b_m&l are now ready.

. What would you do?
T would endeavor to restore the lost virtue of public
mw we read about in pagan authors, such as
, or I would compel every profit-monger in
the land to shut up shop three hundred and sixty-five
ays in the year, as an act of public mourning over
the Jost virtue of patriotism, until he found it, where
he had hidden it away, under his private fortune. I
would then reward him according to his patriotic serv-
“that is, his labor; and I would teach him the
of “the country”’—a name which the sacri-
Tips of the exploiting commercialists so long

ted

- What would you do? g
1 would so order it that instead of one select class
of inside gentlemen swiping away to themselves all
e of modern invention and progress, the
rest of the nation would be also permitted to share
civilization with them; and share it in a natural and
itable ratio of numbers, and according to the
rights of the producer over his ptoduct. This right
I would make inalienable; and as all production is
. now rapidly becoming national, the private owner who
lb::ge wheels of progress I would soon grind out
of the way.

What would you do? .
: ¥ would give the producers the right of way in the
public service. They having been trained in the work,
~and the conduct of it, I would seek my new statesmen
among the labor organizations of the country, and I
would give to the present capitalistic politicians what
 they never gave to me—a long holiday, with pay (for
T would pay them for keeping out of the way until
they learned to do something).
. What would you do?
I would make war for, and rent for money as un-
’ and foolish as it would have been for the
Jews to fight for, or rent the manna dews in the wil-
" derness; for I would take away all fear of poverty by
iving the right of work to all, and thus break the
sceptre of the money king and of the devil. By de-
stroying that social gulf of the pauper-proletaire, I
. would memove all terror, hatred and strife from our
cities - the miser would put on a clean shirt and come
out laughing, scatering to the winds his fear-born
' bonds and mortgages. The fiends of competition,
" whidh now scourge the human race with whips of mad
\ fear to escape from poverty, or to obtain greater mas-
tery over the poor, would languish and die. Sin would
disaj from the earth and there would be no more
talk of hell. .
 What would you do? o
Teach the working man that as a producer it is
his happy privilege to have been depersonalized : that
the magnificently organized industry of the world has
' wiped him out individually, thank God. And I would
_ teach him the splendor of the new interest and identity
which he has thus obtained with the race. 1 would
show how this economic disintegration of him down to
a helpless atom was the process neocessarily preceding
* the moral and social reconstruction of society.

W hat would you dof . !

I would exhibit from our daily papers and the dai-
ly doings of our legislators that the right of a dollar-
ocracy can endure no other right; that it is its nature
to translate every human interest into terms of itself—
into fractions of itself, and as such to destroy them by
competition ; that all morals, religion, art, poetry and
learning must in time submit to this process of pricing;
and once priced, must pass under the yoke and sceptre
of the profit-monger.

What would you dof
I would certainly see to it that our greatest achieve-

ments could not become our greatest curses; that in-
ternationalism could not become what it has in the
, hands of commerce, a sluice gate through which de-
moralization, deterioration, cheapness, idleness and de-
spair come upon the hapless working people of each
nation, taken by itself. I would see that the world
market ,was not turned into an international club to
beat down separately the life of every man.
What would you dof : e
I would advise you to tell every one of your labor-
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ing comrades, and to tell them every day in the year

.and all day Sunday, that private capitalism is the en-
‘emy of labor. I would advise you to hinder it, to ex-
[pose and indict it, as the enemy of man, the modern
Antichrist, the black pilot which is steering the na-
tions of the world to barbarism and anarchy.

What would you do? .

Teach my children to be among the first of the new
intellects to rise out of those tombs of the profit-mong-
er, the modern factories. 1 would be among the first
to roll away the stone for those that are not alive
enough to roll it away for themselves. I would teach
every laborer the sanctity of his private property in the
ballot.

What would you do?

I would set up a great Socialist oven in which I
would sterilize every dollar in the land ; so that no idler
could live a barren life upon the evil fecundity of
money out at interest. I would cut off all those little
tentacles from the dollar by which it always lays hold
upon something for its owner more than its owner
laid down, ; ;

What would you dof

1 would so raise the tone of property morals that
a man would be ashamed to possess anything for
which he had not rendered adequate service, so that
property based upon the gift of a bad past, or'as the
unavoidable gift of death, would lift its voice upon
the street and ask for opportunity to justify itself in
the service of the present and the future. Having
thus obtained public credentials to its right, the ar-
bitrar)}) and demoralizing nature of private property
through gift, theft or inheritance would be taken away
and it would become possible for a man to be both
rich and honorable.:

W hat would you do?f

I would establish a professional chair in all the col-
leges, from Stanford to Yale, where there should be
demonstrations given of the fact that profit is not the
mere innocent exchange of one sum of money for
another larger sum of money; but that it is the art of
so placing a piece of money near the poor, hungered
life of the laborer, that in his effort to obtain through
it the power of getting bread, he parts with that por-
tion of primitive value residing in labor, as is ex-
pressed in the difference between the sum laid -down
and the sum taken up by the profit-monger. I would
do this if the colleges would let me; but would they?
What would you do?

I would oBtain permission to go through every
factory in the country’to address the people working
there, in order to show them that profit is a guilty
deal between one branch of the monarchy and another
branch of it, made over the head of the bound laborer,
and made distinctly with reference to his inability to
resist the crime, and made upon the compulsion under
which he lives to work, and to pay out of his hide all
balances ; and that he cannot, or will not, resist. Then
I would take dinner with thé boss if he asked me; but
would he?(!)

W hat would you do?
- I would do my part to show that we are not kick-
ing against the .intercourse of nations which capital-
ism has brought about; but against the superficiality,
the mere commercialism of that intercourse, and I
would gladly acknowledge that commercialism, after
its private teeth and claws are extracted and the in-
dividualistic poison is purged ont of it, will have
proved a good schoolmaster for leading the nations
away from competitive private property, into the'light.
liberty and equality of socialism.
What would you dof
1 would, while admitting the exchange of commod-
ities between nations and persons to be always natural,

just and necessary, most energetically  deny
that it is either natural, just or necessary
that such exchange should always result in

making one of the parties poorer and the other
richer; and I would keep before the public mind. this
fact, that the two principles in all the complexities of
modern trade are the class producing and the class
buying; that the consumers are only the field upon
which trade is a prolongtied battle between capital and
labor, arrayed in classes against each other, and I
would transfer the struggle to the political field—
that's what I'd do.
What would you do? :
I would accept nearly all the facts accomplished by
capitalism as good and useful facts for mankind to ab-
sorb, and since the capitalist has established the law
that a man cannot derive any profit out of himself, but
must derive it out of others if he is to have it, I would
commend that lesson to all the pursuers of really good
things and show that the good of each is derived only
by contributing to the greater good of all. In fact, I
would show what an excellent thing capitalism is when
you turn it upside down.
What would you do?

+ I would write it deep on the memory of man, what
a cruel, savage principle that of profit-hunting is. I
would embalm, if it were possible, the rotten corpse
of capitalism, so that future times might see it with
minds unpolluted by its demoralizing effects and never
forget. I would put on record the hired cynicism of
the pulpit towards the poor and conquered laborers.
I would immortalize the brutalities of our great edito-
rial leading articles on questions pending between la-
bor and capital. I would put on a high gibbet half of
the speeches now printed in the Congressional Rec-
ord, so that generations to come, who would not read
them, might at least smell them and flee; and I would
preserve the evidences now multiplying around us
that the profit-monger is a traitor to every principle,
obligation and government that does not mean his
own private democracy, and nothing else triumphant.

The London ¥xpress announces - that electrical
printing, without the use of ink, is a success. The in-
ventor has secured patents. Printing can be done on
web presses. s

J. P. Morgan has secured control of the Cincinnati,
Hamilton & Dayton railway, paying $5,000,000 for it
and J. J. Hill has grabbed the Lake Superior road and
the D. O. & S.

The billion-dollar steel combine has absorbed more
independent mines in the Lake Superior region, cap-
italized at $2,000,000, and has gobbled the American
Sheet Co. of Pennsylvania.

Tt is almost settled that the pet project of Morgan
will soon be accomplished by the absorption of the
bridge trust, and the gobbling of the Rockefeller mines
railroads, and steamships will mean the addition of an-
other quarter of a billion to the present capital stock

of the United States Steel Corporation.

Socialism in Chicago

By Laura Willard Taft.

Chicago Socialists were much encouraged by the
results of the recent city election. John Collins, the
candidate of the Socialist party for mayor, received
5,384 votes, the Social Democratic ’ca_ndldatc reports
2,043, while the candidate of the Socialist Lal?or' Party
received 679 votes, making a total for Socialism of
8,106 ballots. This is a gain of nearly 2,000 over the
total Chfago vote for Debs and Harriman last No-
vember, and of more than 3,000 over the Socialist vote
of a year ago, when there was but one Socialist ticket
in the field. Indeed, the Socialist Party alone shows
an increase of nearly 400 votes over the entire Socialist
vote last year, while the vote for Comra’de Collins is
more than four-fold that for Comrade Klenke at the
last mayoral election two years ago, when our ticket
was in the field under the name of Socialist Labor
Party.

The present Socialist Party of C;hicgigo represents
the united Socialist movement in this city. Through-
out the trying summer of 1899, the Chicago Socialists
remained mpractically united. During the fall and
winter of that year, the desire for a union of all Social-
ists steadily increased, and the action of the Rochester
and Indianapolis conventions was heartily endoyse_d.
In common with many other sections of the Socialist
Labor Party throughout the country, this desire for
harmony and unity led the party m Chicago to vote
almost unanimously for the name Social Democratic
for the united party, in spite of the personal preference
of a majority of the Chicago membership f,or a name
which should include the word “Socialist. !

Although this desire for union was for the time de-
feated, the party continued to increase rapidly in m;g
bership and effectiveness, twenty-five open-air meet-
ings being held weekly throughout the summer of
1900. As the time for the presidential election ap-
proached, independent "Socialist bodies, particularly
the Federation of Social Justice and the Social Cru-
sade, became increasingly influential, and aided by
their urgency, which had always been in favor of un-
jon, a representative convention of all Socialist bodies
in the city was held in September, at which a basis of
union for the fall campaign was agreed upon under

national unity convention would be favored by all
present, at as early a date as possible in 1901.

After the close of the fall campaign, two-thirds of
the membership of the joint campaign committee,
backed by an overwhelming majority of the Socialists
of Chicago, desired to continue the local union till a
national unity convention could be held. None pres-
ent will 'be able to forget the magnificent mass con-
vention for unity held in Brand’s Hall on November
18th, where, in spite of an all-day rain, morning, after-
noon and evening sessions were held, the two last be-
ing ‘crowded to the doors by an enthusiastic audience,
which frequently interrupted with applause the splen-
did appeals for a united Socialist movement made by
Comrades Wise, Mills, Stitt Wilson and Herron.
Readers of the ADVANCE have doubtless already
read the resolutions favoring a National Unity Con-
vention drawn up by the Committee of Fifteen, elected
at this meeting, and unanimously adopted by the au-
dience of the evening. These resolutions were sent to
the national Socialist boards and were furnished to the
Socialist press.

It is needless to go into details regarding the sub-
sequent events in local Socialist history. Indeed, the
movement has been so rapid that it would be difficult
to describe it fully in the limits of a single article.
Suffice it to say that the party having headquarters at
Washington street thought it best not to join the
effort for union, and finally nominated a separate city
ticket. Before this had been done, however, one more
effort was made by the majority of Chicago Socialists
in the direction of honest unity, and a delegate con-
vention numbering 165—five from each of thirty-three
wards—assembled in December in Uhlich’s Hall, party
lines not being drawn, all Socialists having been in-
vited to the preceding ward conventions. which were
called by the joint campaign committee. It was here
decided to take the name Socialist Party in the com-
ing spring campaign, a strong city platform was drawn
up. and John Collins of the Machinists’ Union was
nominated for mayor at the head of a full city ticket.

The campaign just closed has been carried on with
carnestness and enthusiasm. The comrades entered
strenuously on the difficult work of securing petitions,
13,000 names being finally handed in—an excess of
nearly 5,000 over the number required by law. Full
town tickets were nominated, and aldermanic tickets
in nearly all the wards, the Socialist Party being the
only one of the seven parties in the field, outside the
Democrats and Republicans, of which this can be said,
Large public meetings were held each week in every
part of the city, practically all of the speakers who aid-
ed last fall in the campaign for Debs and Harriman,
in addition to many new recruits, working now for the
Socialist Party. In these meetings factional discour-
tesy was absolutely excluded, arguments being direct-
ed solely to the merits of Socialism as compared with
a capitalist organization of society. In this connection
mention should be .made of the splendid aid given by
Comrade C. H. Vail of New Jersey, during the four
days he spent in Chicago. and to the preparatory and
educational work done by Comrade George D. Her-
ron in his Sunday afternoon ‘addresses at Central Mu-
sic Hall,from January to March inclusive,and by Com-
rade W. T. Mills, in his Night School of Social Eco-
nomics.

During the last week of the campaign fortv-two
public meetings were held, and in addition Comrades
Collins, Berlyn, Morgan and Mills spoke before twen-
io- different local trade unions on the claims of
ism. There were distributed in Chicago alone
20,000 copies of the illustrated campaign edition of
e “Workers’ Call,” 50,000 pink stickers containing
the Socialist Party name and ‘a picture of John Col-
lifls, and 100,000 copies of Comrade Collins’ letter of
acteptance. In addition, thousands of hand-bills and
posters were printed and distributed by the comrades
of the various ward branches, announcing the local
meetings. i
: The Socialist movement in Chicago has never been
in so prosperous a condition as now. During the past
year the membership has more than doubled, now in-
cluding over 1,200 due-paying members, in addition
to the affiliated branches of the Poles and Lithuanians,

making a total of nearly 1,500. Not only this, but the
spirit of friendliness and harmony and mutual tolera-

the distinct understanding that a truly representative |

tion has greatly increased, while at the same time the

education of the comrades in the fundamental princi-
ples of Socialism was never so rapid as now, nor the
individual earnestness of the membership greater than
at present. Permanent headquarters have been estab-
lished in several of the city wards, notably at the So-
cialist Temple on Western Avenue, where a Socialist
! meeting in some form is held on nearly every day of
the week, in addition to three Sunday ‘meetings, and
at “Socialist Hall,” in the northwest section of the
city. Spite of the chilly lake winds, arrangements are
already being made for open-air meetings, which will
be held from May to October on some prominent
corner in each of the wards of the city.

_In all public meetings more and more attention is
being paid to Socialist songs, the recently issued So-
cialist song book being a new aid, and the services of
pon}mde Strickland, the West division organizer, be-
g in frequent demand as conductor. I

or more effective propaganda, the city has recent-
ly been divided into four organization districts, each
electing a paid organizer, who will devote his entire
time to the work. The General Committee of the So-
cialist Party now meets but once each month, thus se-
curing a full attendance at each meeting. This com-;
mittee is composed of two members from each of the
thirty-four ward branches, with one additional del-
egate for each twenty ward members over a minimum
of twenty. Routine business for the party is conduct-
ed by an executive committee of seven, meeting each
Monday night at 36 N. Clark street.

The last meeting of the General Committee was
of particular interest, owing to the unanimous decision
reached to affiliate with the Springfield Committes
while retaining the present local name of ial
Party, the party having beeri independent of all na-
nal boards since the city convention held in Decem-
is of interest to note that the motion for af
with Springfield came from Comrade Stri
land, the tary last year of the Indianapolis con="
vention. As to the party name in this city, it is the -
almost unanimous sentiment of Chicago Socialists
the ultimate name for the party which will unite
Socialists of America must be one which will stani
plainly and simply for SOCIALISM, without dan
of confusion with any capitalist party, and this th
name “Spcialist Party” distinctly does.

A statement of the present status of Socialism in
Chicago should not close without reference to the p
played by the “Workers’ Call” as an educator an
ganizer.  Owing to the growth of the Socialist §
‘in other parts of the country, the “Call” has come to
a local organ more than was formerly the case,
has steadily increased in value and influence. Reg
its cartoons have been a feature of new influence. T
two years of its existence have been distinctively.
vears of greatest growth of Socialism in Chicago.

Chicago, April 19, 1901.

THE SORIALISE moilEmENG IN
MIHIGAN.

By George A. Eastman, Detroit, Mich.

What can ] write from Michigan that.will at on
be of interest to Socialists and instructive to th
wage-workers not yet aware of what Socialism
This is the question that perplexes me in my
to write an article for the May-day number of
VANCE., . b

The first thing that occurs to me is to advise b
to subscribe for this worthy paper; and if, at the
of the year, the Socialists do not find in it anything @
interest, and the others nothing in it instructive;
them, I think the Socialists hard to please, and
wage-workers very dull indeed.

The next thing that occurs to me is, that in
the total Socialist vote in Michigan was less than 300;
this 'spring’s election we polled 925 votes in Sagina
county alone, 300 in Flint, about 500 in Detroit, 67
the little town of St. Clair, 125 in Ann Arbor,
other cities and towns throughout the State in
proportion ; and, although the total vote is not all
it will exceed that of two years ago, which was 3,1
by many thousands. This is a story in itself. .
wage-worker, who cannot gather from this instr
as to his place in politics, or at least set him to
ing the question of Socialism, cannot be classed an
men—even though they be wage-slaves; the most ap-
propriate title for such as they would be simply “It."
In fact, were it not for the power they wield agains
the interests of the working-class by the misuse:

ballot, they could be considered nonentities.
* * * * * *

>
Ctl

*

Michigan is decidedly the home of the m .
class, being, as it is, made up largely of sniall farmérs,
or rather farmers operating small farms, and industries
which have, for the most part, as yet not developed
into trusts; and is, for that reason, one of the hardes
fields for propaganda in the Union—at least, that i
what we think who have to face middle-class egoti
philosophy in all its pomposity, and only win
progress towards enlightenment and freedom o
wage-slave by fighting for every inch of the g
gained. v

We have with us also the “humane” employel
who has large, well-ventilated work-rooms for *
employees; which are considered an offset for
small wages he pays, as well as the reason they shoul
continue to vote him or his class into public office—
so as to reduce the car-fares to three cents in order
that they may more fully enjoy the nice workshops—
and less pay.

The “labor leader,” who knows about as much of
political economy as the devil does of holy water, vet,
from his activity and shrewdness in the trades union
movement becomes a prominent figure in the public
eye as one who has “influence,” and is nominated on
one or the other of the old-party tickets, as a bait to
catch the votes of trades unionists for one of those
parties who stand for the protection of the bosses and
the subjection of the union, is another quite dangérous
breed—or rather half-breed—wolverines, that Michi-
gan Socialists,as well as trades unions, are cursed with.

: Then there is the “friends of labor” ; the one plank
directs the legislationist; the single taxer; the double
taxer; the equal taxer; the Christian Socialists ;.‘the
Utopian Socialists ; the philosophical anarchist: and
last but not least, the “Socialists—too" ; all r:mtin'g and
raving over the horrors and injustice of present condi-
tions ; but, when asked for a remedy, advise the work-
ers to vote for either the Democrat or Republican
party, “in order to have their votes count”; that it
may be said that “your party won.” None of these

Continued on Page 6.
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TO OUR COMRADES AND FRIENDS:
ADVANCE gives you fraternal greetings. Eur9pe,
America, Australia, Asia and Africa join h.:m_ds in a
" cordial hand-clasp around the world. The interna-
tional proletariat, rising above the petty national ha-
treds and race prejudices which Fhe ruling d§sses seek
to foéter,_proclaims the - solidarity of mankind. _Let
‘each comrade take fresh courage and renewed vigor.
The cause of labor prospers. Capitalism totters to its
fall. The Socialist Commonwealth looms up nearer,
shter and better than our fondest hopes had pic-

tured. Rejoice! Our victory is sure.

Thomas A. Hickey has been declared “Un-con-
sti-fu-tion-al.” .

" The rumors of a ship-building trust are evolving
into well-founded reports. Well, why not?

. The man that works himself will find his.life

bounded in the shallows and miseries of poverty. To
get rich you must work others. Carnegie vouches for
ﬁ", and who should know better?

Don't forget our dance at Turn Verein Hall, Sat-

; Dyg::exiling, May 4th. Aside from the good to the

, you should attend for the good to yourself. A

did time is guaranteed. This is a special occa-
Come and make it a success with your pres-
Don't forget. This means you!

John Wanamaker has changed his mind. A year
he thought there was nothing discreditable in
trusts. Now, since Morgan has gone into the
‘ s’ business, he thinks they should be destroy-
" A little block of the “Preferred” may cause John
change back to the complacent view. He always
susceptible to a little change, was John.

The Tuesday evening “Bulletin” had two sugges-
headings on its first page. The first was, “The
Exiles Count Tolstoi.” The second was, “The
ent Pardons a Bank-wrecker?” Thus in Russia
‘good are punished and in America the bad are
doned. In both the oppressors and exploiters of

people are more powerful than those whose lives
are devoted to the popular welfare.

Pettigrew is said to have made nearly a million
ars igr:tock speculations recently. The dispatch

cing this states that Pettigrew will try for
ction to the Senate, and naively adds, “It is
ht that his chances are much improved over
(" We hope so. It forwards the general scneme

the successful gamblers lay down the rules
ieni that gambling hell, the United States of

Our May Day celebration will surpass anything
.recent years. The speakers are among the best in
arty. The music will be of first-class quality.
me Carbonetto, soprano, Miss Herold, soprano,
the Maennerchor will entertain the audience be-
en the brief speeches of the comrades.
Don'’t forget.. Wednesday, May 1st, at Metropol-
emple, Fifth street. Bring a friend; if possible,
‘two.

A capitalist sheet of San Francisco indulged itself
an underhanded, insinuating attack on the character
and integrity of our Comrade Prof. Herron. Next
day comes a telegram which proves that the allegations
are either perversions of fact or falsehoods made out
0 ole cloth. The editor ought to exercise a stricter
rship of his dispatches. He will not then so oiten
ify himself. 'We will give him a tip: The people
stand what your attack means. They know that
wish to disgrace Herron, because you wish to dis-
‘the Socialist movement. They know and are
misled. Their first thought is, “You lie in every
”

d
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- HURRAH FOR THE FIRST OF MAY!

_“A nation is known by its holidays,” says an old
Writer. If this be so, the international holiday of La-
bor will be its glory. Springtime, the time of grow-
ing life, of freshness, of joy—springtime, when the
£rass is green, when trees and flowers are budding and
l_)lossoming intofragranceandbeauty—springtime,than
"'hep the mating birds never display brighter plumage
Or sing more sweetly and cheerily—springtime, when
the sap goes up the trees and the warm blood floods
the arteries, full of fire and life, when the sky is blue
and the breeze breathes joyous music through the
trees. What time so appropriate as this for Labor's
festival? .

May-day, the first of May, celebrated by the peo-
ple from time immemorial, a day of rejoicing, of danc-
Ing, of merriment. On this day the ancient Romans
sacrificed to Maia, the “fruitful mother.” With flowers
and wreaths, with songs and dances, the people and
Priests went forth to do homage to the eldest and fair-
est of the seven Pleiades, the goddess of new life, of
growing crops, of youth and increase. With the in-
vasion of England this custom was introduced and
planted in the British soil. There it prospered. The
spread of Christianity robbed it of its religious char-
acter, but its symibolic significance did not diminish.
Early in the morning the jovial villagers went to the
woods, selected a May-pole, brought it home to the
village common and garlanded it with wreaths and
flowers. Then about it they held their dances and
gamed. May-day has always been a merry, popular
festival, nowhere more merry or more popular than in
old Merry England.

The working-class could not have hit upon a hap-
pier day than this when it -declared the First of May
the International Labor Day, and called upon the
toilers of the earth to hold a festival and make a dem-
onstration of their multitudinous numbers and their
fraternal solidarity throughout the world. The pro-
letariat accepts the old significances of the day. Who
more than they, whose very name signifies offspring,
should do homage to the “fruitful mother,” Maia?
Who, more than labor, should celebrate with joy and
merriment the day of beginnings, of growth, of life?
We, that wish labor to be -common to all,
fruitful to all, pleasurable to .all, surely none
other than we should have this day with its
gladsome memories. For Labor's holiday no
other time will'do than that when all the earth is preg-
nant with growing life, with budding fruitage. Labor,
the creator of wealth, the tiller of the field, the delver
in the mine, the artisan in the factory, the toiler of
the sea. Labor, that takes the gifts of nature from the
uttermost ends of the earth and with infinite patience
and toil transforms them into all the beauties, the lux-
uries and necessities, ready for mapkind’s use. I.abor
shall take for its time of jubilation the immemorial
feast of the First of May.

But a new significance is added to it now. The
changes of the times have brought new duties and in-
spired the proletariat with higher hopes and more glo-
rious ideals than ever yet have pulsed in the hearts and
brains of men. Throughout all history, since the ear-
liest times, the mass of the human race has dwelt in
poverty and ignorance. Proofs are plenteous that
there was a time when neither master nor slave exist-
ed. But then the primitive people were barely able,
by the most strennous toil, to win a living. Later,
when accumulating knowledge and advancing civiliza-
tion rendered the labor of earning a living far less ar-
duous, the “captains, lords and masters of all lands”
appropriated for themselves the surplus and the peo-
ple worked on in misery and degradation. So it has
been, even down to this, our day. The progress of civ-
ilization seems but to be the greatening of the dis-
tinction between the rich and the poor. It was so in
Rome, and since the fall of Rome, as Europe has
shaken itself free from the chaos of that fall and build-
ed up its own imperial states, the fruit of this work of
ages has been plucked by the rich, the ruling class. In
America, too, since the stern and resolute band of
Pilgrims landed on the inhospitable New England
coast, with all the wonderful stores of wealth since un-
covered by western emigration, with all the marvelous
mechanical devices that the ingenious Yankee brain
has invented, multiplying the efficiency of labor a
thousand fold; yet there are thousands and tens of
thousands in our city maelstroms, whose lot is’ worse
than that of the first band of snow-bound, famished
Puritans. Three centuries of labor have gone to make
the multimillionaire. Labor is still under the yoke of
a master. But now at last the end of this is attainable
and plain.

Three centuries of labor have gone to make the

t week the official organ of our party in New
k m“Il come out under th:gheading, “The Worker.”
er the old familiar title of “The People,” it did
iant service in the cause of the worker of this coun-
" Under its new title, “The Worker,” it will con-
e to do the same service in the cause of the people
of the same country. There is no difference. A change
of name means nothing. That middle-class reformer,
Mr. De Leon, is welcome to the use of the name the
courts secured for him. The people will listen to “The
Worker,” but unless the reformer aforementioned
" changes his attitude towards the proletarian move-
ment, the worker won't listen to “The People. This
will be inconvenient for Daniel. But, then, he was
ever content with a small audience.

Benjamin Ide Wheeler, president of the University
of California, in a speech to the students of that in-
“stitution, commended the act of Stanford students
" in ducking Montgomery, who had tihe'manhood to
_denounce the acts of Jordan in suppressing academic
freedom. He claimed that criticism was not loyalty,
that students should be loyal. This is a case of like
causes producing like effects. Wheeler and Jordan
@ are boon companions. Mrs. Hearst has been endow-
¥ ing the University of Califorma as Mrs. Stanford has
. endowed the Stanford University. Wheeler is the
b protege of one as Jordan is of the other. The interests

of the two are identical with the interést of all capital-
i ists. Education must be used to foster prejudice
| against and perpetuate ignorance of Socialism. Hence
" all radicalism must be suppressed. Those who object
| to its suppression must be denounced as disloyal and
forthwith “ducked” to cool their ardor for liberty.
. A pretty sight of disgusting servility is this, for the
| heads of two institutions whose financial resources
. might lift them to a commanding position in the in-
. tellectual world. Seldom indeed do men make them-
. selves so contemptible as these two, over whose bodies,
*  prone before Mammon, a decent dog would not spew
his vomit. -

multi-millionaire. But to create him, it has had to first
build up a’ mighty industrial organization, the like of
which, in breadth of scope, productiveness and perfec-
tioh the world has never seen. Conflicting, competing
interests have been co-ordinated. Individual enter-
prises have been assimilated into great associations.
Organization, specialization, co-operation and central-
ization have become the watchwords of business man-
agement. Nq_longer is there a multiplicity of inde-
pendent concerns. The mammoth trusts have com-
bined all these and a unity of administration and soli-
darity of interests pervade the various industries, from
Maine to California. Co-operation has become the
governing principle of industry, with the necessary
unity of control. This has prepared the way for na-
tional ownership and fraternal co-operation of the pro-
ductive and distributive institutions of the country. It
has made straight the paths for the army of emancipa-
tion to assault the capitalist fortress within whose
dungeons humanity and progress are confined. On
May Day rings out the defiant batle-cry of Labor as
it advances to storm the entrenchments of its enemy.

This new significance has been added to the First
of May, that on that day Labor declares its independ-
ence of capital and celebrates in the hope of a better
time. : i
Labor Day—iwhat hope is in the term! Its insti-
tution proclaims at last the consciousness of labor of
its common interest the world around. It proclaims
that organization of Labor, for Labor's welfare is ef-
fected. And this implies vast changes, mighty trans-
formations. Once more the world shall go thro'ugh the
birth pangs of a new society. Labor, that conquers all
things, shall be victorious over the hosts of darkness
and reaction. It will overthrow the capitalist system
of society, which makes men the dependents of dol-
lars, and establish the workers republic, where man-
hood, not money, shall be the criterion of the people’s
worth. No more confusion! Labor will ,manage all

things in an orderly manner without waste. No more

— o g

competition! Labor will desire co-operation to secure
the most productive results. No more war! Labor
desires only peace, to prosper. The sword and torch
are useful to those only who seek to enslave and im-|
poverish. No more slavery! Labor cannot exploit:
without betraying itself. No more poverty and de-!
pendence! Labor will produce in plenty and all will
have the:-right to work.

Peace and Plenty, Equality and Justice, Liberty
and Fraternity—these are the things of which the In-
ternational Labor Day is significant. Hurrah for the
First of May! :

A WORKINGMAN COMMITS SUICIDE AND|
SELLS HTS BONES TO FEED HIS FAMILY. |

A machinist out of work committed suicide Tues- !
day in this city, and bequeathed his body to any med-
ical institution that would give his wife and children
food for a month. Discouragement followed in thefoot-
steps of the poor mechanic’s inability to find employ-
ment. And death was the only method he had of
changing a mean condition into one that, while not
grand, perhaps, can at least be tolerated, though he
may be unconscious of the toleration.

They say. the dead do not feel, neither do they
think. But even if dust and no more than dust, the
man who once possessed the breath of life, who could
feel the surging of the blood through his veins at a
glimpse of the sea, who could walk bare of head be-
neath the stars, who could commune with nature and
hear her whisperings, who could know the kindliness
of a father and the true greatness of a friend, to com-
pel a man with such possibilities to suffer and to die
from lack of bread, is sufficient condemnation for a
thousand systems of exploitation such as this. Per-
haps, as the “Call” says, it was cowardly to die in these
prosperous days, but the suicide willed his share of
the prosperity to his wife and children, and as long as
the “Call” knows where this thing that brings joy to
the soul is located, perhaps a line from the editor to
the family would not ke amiss.

It is one of the saddest possible commentarics on
our civilization that a man willing to work, strong and
capable, with a famuily to live for, should be compelled
to lay down his life. The time is fast approaching
when any man, no matter what his position in society
may be, who demands work, will have it furmshed.
There will be no charity in it. There will be no benev-
olence in it. Men have the right to be born and, being
born, they have the right to life. Life does not mean
the poor privilege of begging for work to sustain that
life. 1t means that men with courage and conviction
will sweep aside this system of inequality and degra-
dation and establish in its stead a system of equality
and true manhood. The right to be equal will be a
“natural right,” and like all “natural rights,” will find
its sustaining ‘qualities in the strong arms of those who
support it. - Then will be quality of opportunity, and
that shall go hand in hand with equality of duty, an
opportunity to do the best for yourself and a duty to
do the best for your neighbor. These things will
come, fellow-workers, when we are ready for them.
Because we are not ready for them ; because we have
not the intelligence to demand and the courage to
enforce the demand, we are imposed upon by the cap-
italist class. This class tells us certain laws are at
work, under the inspiration and guidance of nature.
whereby men like this mechanic cannot survive. Shall
we listen with patience much longer? Shall we go on
hoodmen-blind to the end of the chapter? Shall we
trust our master’s word or our own true judgment?
These are things we must answer when we read of a
workingman selling his bones to a medical college to
feed his starving babies.
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LETTER BOX 3
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Inquirer, N. Y.—Delednism is a noun, derived
from the Latin deleo, “I destroy.” Applied to the labor
movement it comprehends those tactics in trades
unions and Socialist organizations which, by sowing
suspicion and discord, destroy solidarity and disrupt
the society. For further information apply to Ananias
Hickey, formerly of New Reade street, your borough.

“Kangaroo,” Oakland.—1. Yes. Thomas Ananias
Asinine Hickey has been expelled. E. T. Kingsley
has been expelied, Geo. Speed and others are out of it.
2. Insubordination and misappropriation of funds.
Possibly too bad, even for the S. L. P. “When
thives fall out, honest men get their dues.” 4. McGin-
ty speaks, but Austin Lewis is hors du combat. Griest
and France do not agree. Latter, of course, is on
top. Alphonso does not compare favorably with either
.right or left Bauer.

S. D. P, City.: *Should Socialists oppose the ten-
dency of public ownenship of the public franchises in
munitipalities where the working class is not in:con-
trol of the public powers, though in possession of the
elective franchise?”—No. The “tendency” is the
inevitable result of our industrial evolution. The fran-
chised industries have become monopolies, and the
logic of the situation drives the class-unconscious peo-
ple to desire them to become public monopolies—the
taxpayers to save taxes, the workmen because of a
deep-seated, though undefined, dislike of mllllq?alge
monopolists. We should be as foolish to ‘“‘oppose”’ this
as to oppose labor-saving machinery or the trust. Our
attitude should be to show that public ownership by a
government controlled by the capitalist parties 1s only
making the city or state take the place of the private
capitalist in the exploitation of the men who do the
work of operating the industries. We must draw a
distinct line between municipalization to save taxes
and municipalization to benefit the-workingmen. The
middle class seems more and more to shift to the plat-
form: “Let the nation own the trists.” Our work as
Socialists must be to organize the working class so
that it shall own the nation. National ownership of
industries without the working class in control of the
nation is not Socialism ; it is state capitalls_m—-{rl thing
to be avoided. If that comes, our battle will still have
to be fought for the workers’ commonwealth.

A $15,000,000 board box trust is being formed.

Trading and transportation concerns of Alaska
trustified and capitalized at $10,125,000.

The two cereal trusts, one having played “inde-
pendent” to get opposition concerns in line, will now
unite with $40,000,000 capital.

The American, Adams, United States and South-

ern express companies are going to consolidate.
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Divested of all sentiment, removed from all con-

ceptions of abstract right and wrong, the irrepressible
conflict between capital and labor presents evidence
of a force it would be well to pause and consider.
Without sympathy for one side or the other, an appre-
ciation of their relations will bring forth much that
will astonish the average man outside of the Socialist
ranks. And all May Day sermons are for these out-
siders.
Combination by the capitalists is an accepted fact.
There may not be a firm, oath-bound organization of
the owners of the means of production and distribu-
tion, for the purpose of bringing co-operation among
themselves into being, but, nevertheless, the co-oper:#
tion is here. The continual wrangling with isolated
unions may have accelerated the process, it may have
been the cause of the first impulse to combine, but
if the unions get the credit, or just plain evolution, is
immaterial. All combinations are offensive or defen-
sive in character, and where the necessity for defence
is reduced, the opportunity for offence is increased.
This has been observed of these combinations of cap-
ital. Having an impregnable position, they wage war
with impunity. They ride rough shod over the wish-
es of all not members of the trust; they have no respect
for either producer or consumer; they ignore the laws,
and where the laws cannot be ignored they purchase
a favorable decision. That these combinations, on the
other hand, have accomplished good cannot be gain-
said. ‘Waste in a thousand ways has been eliminated
from the production and distribution of things. And
chief among the good may be mentioned the eventual,
permanent quietus of that drag on civilization, the lit-
tle bourgeois. There is nothing more distasteful to
the man of sense than this product of a past age,
with his small pretenses and his noisy egotism.

But the evil far outweighs the good. In fact, the
good is only incidental. The trust has a natural im-
.pulse to crush the producer and the consumer to a po-
sition of abject subserviency. Nothing, apparently,
stays this impulse. All the forces of society, legal and
other, are with these soulless combinations. Absolute
control of the market is not only possible, it is assured.

will possess all the means whereby men get food. It
can ask whatever price it pleases; it can pay as much
wages or as little as it likes. To the consumer it can
say, “Unless you pay what is asked you will not con-
sume.” To the producer it can say: “Unless you take
what wages are offered you will not produce.” And
both, being barred from dealing with a competitor pf
the trust, will be compelled to make terms.

Side by side, almost step by step with these com-
binations of capital, however, has labor made progress
in combination. The task has been a harder one. La-

mobile and is cohesive only under stress. But there
is a law that even labor, with all its conservatism, is
compelled to obey; that is, to resist with a ferocity
commensurate with the intensity of the assault.” Activ-
ity that is offensive will bring into being active defence.
Every onslaught of capital will compel a building of
fortifications and will eventually bring forth a demand
fon reprisals. These fortifications of labor are un-
.doubtedly the labor unions, and from the labor unions
will march that army which will stay the heavy blows
capital inflicts upon our common humanity. The
trust will be met in the field by an enemy equal in
force, equal in extent and equal in powers of consoli-
dation. The day when any single capitalist or combina-
tion of capitalists could corner an isolated union and
beat it into submission is past. The national union,
finding its membership among the skilled mechanics
of the country, has come to realize that co-operation
on the part of its unions, not as separate organizations,
sub-divided according to a special department of hu-
man skill, but as a combined organization, moving at
the behest of a central body, is the only safeguard
against the encroachments of capital. The trust is
capital centralized. The national union is labor cen-
tralized. The trust is moving towards further central-
ization, and a trust of trusts is the inevitable outcome.
Already the national unions are moving towards con-
solidation, and there will be a vast union of unions.
It is only a matter of time till these conﬂicﬁnilforccs
confront each other on a single battlefield. Already
the guns are being unlimbered for action. i

The sullen growls preceding the compromise be-
tween the Amalgamated Trades Unions and the steel
trust, give a hint of the fierceness of the battle when
it occurs. Two hundred thousand men were arra
against Schwab and his associates. Through com-
bination this general manager Schwab is able to draw
an emperor’s salary of one million dollars a year; yet
he discharged men who advocated combination where-
by they would be able to make two or three dollars a
day. The contrast is so glaring that the most dense
can appreciate it. - And they will be urged on by this
contrast, when the struggle comes, to do desperate
deeds.
But back of Schwab is the whole system of govern-
ment. Through idiocy the workingmen have held
themselves aloof from the government so long that it
is entirely in the hands of the capitalist class. .And be-
ing so, it has become an instrument for the undoing
of the workers. That is why Schwab, who gets a mil-
lion dollars a year, can dare to force two hundred
thousand of our fellow creatures to the verge of star-
vation, if he so wills. The pernicious education of
workingmen in the trades unions and out, that they
have no concern with politics, is the cause of it all.
If the government were back of the men, and there
is no reason to suppose it could not be supporting
them in their just demands. the steel trust magnates
would possibly cut in a little on their own profits be-
fore condemning two hundred: thousand men to wear
out their souls for a pittance. -As an instance of the
power of the ballot to win a victory for labor, one need
only refer to the coal miners’, strike of last year.
McKinley had to be elected, and Hanna undertook
to negotiate terms for the miners. The terms were
entirely satisfactory, as both McKinley and the miners

The univenrsal trust can dictate terms to all men, for it

bor is even more conservative than capital. It is less
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retained their former positions. But if there had been
. mo presidential election and no demand for the votes
of workingmen, the miners could be still out on!
strike, or, broken and defeated, they could have ac-
cepted the mine-owners’ terms. Neither Hanna nor
McKinley would have cared, only to send a section of
the regular army into the district. !

Does not that lesson come home to the workers? |
And how much more effective would the vast army of
toilers be if they marched to the polls and registered
their votes for themselves? Yet the next phase of the |
irrepressible conflict, if the signs and portents of the
times count for anything, will bring forth such an
army, showing a solid and unbroken front to the en-
emy, not alone in the economic, but in the political
field. It is in the political field that the really great
battle will be fought.

“The struggle by the trust magnates, for profits
and by the workers for life will reduce itself between
them into a struggle for control of the state. There
can be only one outcome. With a knowledge of the
pr means to get freedom and a firm belief in their
own strength, nothing will keep the workingmen of
this country in a position of semi-slavery. And under
a system where a Schwab has the power to subject
~ two hundred thousand men to possible starvation, no

. ‘'man is really free.

[ABORLAWS AND COURT DECISIONS

By Cnmeron H. King, Sr.

The conflict of class interests between labor and
_ capital is as noticeable in the action of legislatures and
_ executives, and in the decisions of courts, as it is in
the management of industry and general conduct of
capitalist production. ;
Labor is not represented in the legislative execu-
tive or judicial departments of the government. All
of these being under the control of the capitalist class,
it will only be the interest of that class which will be
canserved.
" A capitalist legislature is seldom induced to pass
an act which is in the interest of labor. If such an act
is , it generally falls before the veto of a capital-
ist executive. Shouid, it, however, be born into exist-
ence as an actual living law, it can scarcely hope to
__avoid immediate arrest and condemnation, or to
the '{_t;‘dic_ial ax of a capitalist court.

?ape
e New York and New Jersey courts furnish the
latest illustrations, though only the last of a long se-

ries.
" The labor unions of New York, with much effort,
great expense and persistent lobbying, secured the

_passage of a law which compelled contractors engaged
in doing public work to pay the prevailing -rate of
trade union wages. The New York court declared
it unconstitutional, as an interference with the freedom
of contract. :

In New Jersey a law requiring the union label on
all official printing has been held unconstitutional on
the same grounds. ; .

v The constitutional provision with which these laws
are claimed to be in conflict is as follows: “No state
shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the

privileges or immunities of citizens of the United
‘States, nor shall any state deprive any person"of life,
liberty or property without due process of law. (Four-
teenth Amend't, U. S. Const.) ik

This provision of the United States Constitution,
which upon its face appears so eminently just and
righteous, is also repeated in substance in the several
state constitutions.

' “Freedom to contract” is not mentioned in ex-
press terms in the constitution, but the argument of
the courts in all this class of cases is that “the privi-
of contracting 1s both a liberty and a property
right.” (Frorer vs. Peo., 141 I 171.) “Liberty in-
es the right to acquire property and that means

id includes the right to make and enforce contracts.’s
| vs. Loomis, 115 Mo. 307.) “Labor is property and
- the laborer has the same right to sell his labor and to

" contract with reference thereto as has any other prop-

erty owner.” (Ritchie vs. Peo., 155 11l 98; 46 Am. St.

R. 319) “The right to labor or employ labor and

make contacts in respect thereto upon such' terms as

AR

B ; gzdbe' agreed upon between the parties is included in
he

' constitutional guaranty above quoted” (St. vs.
i will, 33 W. Va. 179; 25 Am. St. R. 863; God-
charles vs. Wigeman, 113 Pa. St. 431 ; Braceville Coal
Co. vs. Peo. 147 I1L. 66; 37 Am. St. R, 206.)
. T have said that the New York and New Jersey
~ decisions were but the last of a long series ; for almost
every state in the Union will furnish instances where
labor legislation has been defeated by the courts.

In California, an ordinance of the city of Los An-

les, making it a misdemeanor for any contractor
to employ any person to work more than eight hours
a day when the work was to be performed under con-
tract with the city, was held unconstitutional and void.
(Ex parte Kuback, 85 Cal. 274.)

The constituionality of a law which provides that
eight hours shall constitute a day’s work where a de-
partment of the government or a’ city employs the la-

rer directly, has not yet been questioned and it is
difficult to understand why the right to enforce an
eight-hour day upon public work does not exist be-
cause such work is being done through a contractor.
It tends to raise a doubt as to how far the courts may
some times go when the dealing is even directly be-
tween the government or city and the employee—how
far, indeed, the doctrine of liberty, property rights, and
freedom of contract may be finally carried in such
cases.
In some other court decisions will also be instruc-
tive, as showing the persistence with which capitalist
courts overthrow all attempts at the amelioration of
the hard conditions imposed by capitalists upon labor-
ers and which the latter, without the assistance of leg-
islation and the friendly aid of courts, are powerless to
resist. ! i
In Nebraska a statute declaring that a day’s work
for 21l classes of mechanics, servants and laborers, ex-
cepting those engaged in farm or domestic labor, shall
not exceed eight hours, and that the employer should
pay extra compensation for over time, was held uncon-
stitutional. (Low vs. Rees, Print. Co., 41 Neb. 127)

In Pennsylvania, where an attempt was made to
avoid the shameful robbery of “pluck me” company
stores, a law made all orders given by employers, en-
guged in manufacturing, to their workmen payable in
oods of any kind but money, void. It was held un-
‘3.stituional. (Godcharles vs. Wigeman, 113 Pa. St.
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(Frorer vs. Peo. 141 Ill 171.) :

A statute fo protect miners from fraud and robbery
by their employers, which provided that coal taken
from a mine should be weighed in a certain place at
the mine, and that it should be unlawiul for any p'er-1

Missouri (St. vs. Loomis, 115 Mo. 307), and Illix:i"

I son, whose miners were paid upon the basis of the

quantity of coal which each mined and delivered to his
employer, to take any portion of the same by any
process of screening or other device, without account-
ing for or crediting the same to the miner, was ad-
judged unconstitutional. (Millett vs. Peo. 117 I1l. 294;
Ramsey vs. Peo. 142 111 380; In re House Bill No, 2,
21 Colorado 27). Thus a law to punish stealing where
the theft was only from a common miner was uncon-
stitutional, as interfering with freedom of contract and:
personal liberty. Oh, Liberty! What sins are commit-
ted in thy name!

A law prohibiting the employment ‘of females in
any factory or workshop more than eight hours a
day, or forty-eight hours a week, was declared uncen-
stitutional. (Ritchie vs. Peo: 155 Ill. g8.)

Many other decisions could be cited, but these are
sufficient to show the antagonistic attitude of capitalist
courts toward labor legislation.

Had the courts been in sympathy with the causeof
labor it would not have been at difficult task for them
to have upheld all these laws as a proper exercise of
the police power of the state. “The police power of
the state,” says one of these very courts, “is that power
which enables it to promote the health, comfort, safety
and welfare of society” (Ritchie vs. Peo. 155 IIL. of).
We are all familiar with the constitutional provisions
that the people shall have the right to freely assemble
to consult for the common good and.that the right
of free speech shall not be abridged, yet we have sen
that capitalist courts find no difficulty in sustaining tee
constituionality of laws and ordinances which prohibit
free assembling and public speaking upon the public
streets. Such laws and ordinances are upheld as'a
proper exercise of the police power of the state, nat-
withstanding the constitutional provisions. But then,
it must be remembered that it is only the workingmen
who speak on the public streets. The capitalist can
hire halls. , :

The courts deem it perfectly proper and often exes-
cise this power, to restrain the freedom of contract in
many particulars, and hold that the right to contract
may be subject to many limitations growing out of the
duties which the individual owes to society, to the pub-
lic or to the government. Such limitations on the
freedom of contract are often imposed by the demagds
of public policy, or the necessity of protecting the pub-
lic from fraud or injury, or the necessity of protecting
insane persons, infants or spendthrifts. Even the con-
stitutional provision as to liberty and freedom of con-
tract loses its force when, by virtue of this police pow-
er of the state, usury laws are framed to protect the
necessitous borrower from the hard demands of the
extortionate lender. So, too, an attorney’s dealings
with his client or the transactions of a guardian or
trustee with his ward or beneficiary are made subject
to the control of the court, notwithstanding the consti-
tutional provision as to freedom of contract. But these
are cases that arise within and affect the capitalist class.
Capitalist courts seem to find no way to apply the
Same principles for the benefit of the working class.

Does it not seem strange that a law which restrains
the borrower from freedom to contract for the pay-
ment of a usurious rate of interest should be wipheld
as constituional, by the same courts that declare un-
constitutional those laws so imperatively demanded by
justice and public policy,, and so necessary for the
preservation of the health, safety, comfort and welfare
of society, such as the eight-hour and other labor laws
which I have above quoted?

A hali-starved laborer seeking employment from
the capitalist certainly stands in greater need of pro-
tection than the average borrower. Usury laws which
prevent the freedom to contract for the payment of
a greater amount of interest than a certain fixed rate
are certainly as great a restraint upon liberty or free-
dom of contract as are those labor laws which have
been so quickly declared unconstitutional. Usury laws
are sustained because public policy will not allow the
lender to take advantage of the necessities of the bor-
rower. Public policy declares that the borrower and
lender in such a case do not meet upon equal terms,
and where there is sudh gross inequality there can be
no freedom of contract. Therefore the law stretches
out its hand to protect the weaker.

Look at another picture. A fat employer trying to
get labor for the smallest wages and longest hours.
A hungry workman begging for a job while he thinks
of a starving wife and children at home. To say that
there is freedom of contract between these two, or that
they meet on equal terms, is not merely ridiculous; it
is a monstrous lie. If ever the protection of the law
was needed to insure justice to the weak, it is in such
a case es this.

Is it not clear to even the dullest intellect that if
the courts had any sympathy whatever with the work-
ing class, they could find ample reasons and write able
and learned decisions sustaining labor laws, even upon
the same grounds upon which they now sustain many
capitalist laws when occasion demands it?

The working class has the remedy in its own hands.
The workers need hut to unite politically and elect
their own judges. Listen to the teachings of Socialism
as it proclaims the class struggle, and vote into office
men of your own class. Elect your own executives,
legislators and judges. Then, and not till then, will be
found court decisions sustaining lfabor laws.

Smelters’ trust gobbled independents and capitzl-
ized at $10,000,000.

- The Illinois anti-trust law is causing much merri-
ment. Courts have just discovered that the law pro-
vides no penalty in case it is violated, and it is, there-
fore, a dead letter.

It is estimated that fully 5,000 persons have been
displaced by the new tin can trust in closing down
plants in various parts of the country. Prices have

been advanced 25 per cent.

New York advices say Standard Oil crowd secured
control of coffee trust and sent price up one cent 2
pound. This means that Rockefeller and his piratical
crew will clean up, by this advance, an additional $6,-
500,000 a year. ;

Union linemen employed by the New England Tel-
ephone and Telegraph, as well as the Boston Electric
Light Company, have given notice of a strike on May
1st. unless they are given an eight-hour day and a

431) A similar law was set aside by the courts of

raise in wages of 50 cents per day. A strike would

. Weat Virginia (State vs. Goodwill, 33 W. Va. 179),|affect more than 1,000 men.

THE MOVEMENT
IN ENGLAND.

By H. Quelch.

It cannot be said that the Socialist movement in
these islands is booming, but there are Signs that it is
making steady, if but slow, progress. The Social
Democratic Federation, generally spoken of as the S.
D. F., which was started in 1881 by a mere handful of
men, now numbers 10,000 members in Its ranl§5_ I_t
is the oldest of existing Socialist organizations in this
country, and is also the most aggressive and revolu-
tionary. It adheres strictly to the principles of scien-
tific Socialism as set forth by Marx, E“g‘-‘,ls, and their
disciples, and aims at the conquest of p litical power
by the proletariat as the means to its social and eco-
nomic emancipation. While participating in _elections
wherever possible, it is irreconcilably hostile to all
bourgeois parties, and is prepared to us¢ any means
other than: political, if they should ever be available,
for the emancipation of the working-class. At the
head of the S. D. F.—although occupying no official
position in the party, beyond being a member of its
Executive Council, ~consisting of twelve members
elected annually—is H. M. Hyndman, a man of great
ability, belonging to the upper middle-class, but whose
work for Socialism is known all over the world. With-
out a doubt Hyndman has done more than any other
living man to make the works of Marx and the prin-
ciples of Scientific Socialism known to the English-
speaking peoples of the world.

The Independent Labor Party, known as the I. L.
P., was founded in 1892. The original object of its
founders was not to form an organization in rivalry
with the S. D. F., but to combine together all the
working-class organizations, Socialist or other, which
were nominally in favor of independent working-class
political action. It did not succeed in this object, but
was sticcessful in bringing into its ranks a considerable
number of people, some of whom were Socialists,
who were disaffected towards the middle-class par-
ties. While it was thus largely a combination of peo-
ple who were not Socialists, the I. L. P., from the be-
ginning, inscribed Socialistic proposals in its program,
and as time went on became more and more definitely
Socialist in its policy and propaganda. The result has
been that, notwithstanding occasional differences, ow-
ing mainly to the want of rigidity in regard to princi-
ples of the I. L. P., the two organizations have come
to work together in varibus ways. In some places
the practice has been to run candidates jointly by the
branches of the two bodies, and generally, in any case,
to support each others’ candidates. In consequence
of this growing tendency to united action efforts have
been made from time to time, to effect-a fusion or
amalgamation of the two organizations. In 1897, these
efforts went so far as the taking of a vote of the mem-
bers of both the S. D. F. and the I. L. P., with the re-
sult that a majority of those voting declated in favor
of fusion. For sbme reason or other, however, the 1.
L. P. Executive refused to be bound by this vote and
eventually after discussing the matter at their Confer-
ence agreed to a resolution in favor of federation in-
stead of fusion. This the S. D. F. did not think worth
troubling about and so the two bodies remain sepa-
rate. The fact is, I believe, that the chiefs of the L. L.
P. regard the S. D. F. as being too rigid and disci-
plinarian. At any rate, that is how the matter stands
at present: the two bodies are distinct and separate,
but generally work together. The L. L. P. is, however,
much more latitudinarian than the S. D. F., and is
mudh more ready to work with anybody. At present
it has some 13,000 members. Early in last year, as
the result of a resolution of the Trades Union Con-
gress, a conference was called by the secretary of the
Congress of delegates of trades union and Socialist
organizations to form a combination for the promo-
tion of Labor Representation in the House of Com-
mons.  As a result of that Conference a Committee
was formed consisting of two delegates from the S. D.
F., two from the I. L. P., one from the Fabian. Soci-
ety, a body of semi-Socialistic Liberals, and seven
from the trades unions, which gave in their adhesion
to the Committee. There are forty-one of these unions
now affiliated to the Committee, withi a membership
of 353,000. This, however, is but a small proportion
of the total number of trades-unionists in this country;
the number represented at the Trades Union Con-
gress amounting to nearly two millions. Even those
who are represented on the Committee are by no
means pledged to carry out the decisions of that Com-
mittee, because the members of our trades unions, as
trade-unionists, do not accept the lead of their officials
in politics. In other words, the trades unions of this
country do not exist as political organizations at all,

‘and are mainly composed of Liberals, Tories and

“Nothingarians,” mostly the latter. There is, how-
ever, a growing number of Socialists in the ranks of
the trade unions, and these are frequently the most
active and prominent men among them. The result
of this is that at delegate meetings and Congresses of
trades unions it is not at all an uncommon thing to
find a majority of Socialists, and thus we are able to
pass Socialist resolutions at these Congresses. Un-
fortunately, however, the rank and file are too often
far behind their representatives and do not act up to
the spirit of the resolutions passed at the Congresses.
Seeing that the bulk of the trades-unionists do not
feel themselves bound by any resolution of their repre-
sentatives on political questions, it is doubtful if any
good is likely to come out of the present attempt to
work jointly’ with them in this Committee. In my
opinion it is necessary to first convert the rank and
file to Socialism. In Scotland, where a similar
committee was formed a few months before
that in England, the S. D. F. branches have
severed their connection with it as they have con-
cluded that it was not of the slightest service to the
Socialist movement. It is more than likely that the
same conclusion will be arrived at in England when
the S. D. F. holds its annual Conference in August.
We shall have had time by then to have tested the
value of this attempt to get people of different views
and holding different principles to work together for
a common political object.

We have no adequate means of testing our full
electoral strength here as you have in America. The
Presidential election gives you an opportunity of
counting all the Socialist votes in the United States.
Here we could only count all our votes if we could
put a man up in every constituency in the kingdom.
This we have neither the men nor the money to do.
In the last general election for Parliament the S.D. E.
ran two candidates, who polled between them 6.997

votes, or nearly 3,500 each. The I. L. P. contested

S€¥en seats and secured a total vote of 26,103, or an
AVerage of nearly 4,000, and two candidates were run.
'J°il.ltly‘and polled 7,997, or nearly 4,000 votes each.
d is gives a total of 41,007 votes for Socialist candi-
ates in eleven constituencies in England and Wales.
In Scotland the I. L. P. ran one candidate, who polled
3,107 votes. The British House of Commons consists
of 670 members, 465 of whom are elected by English
and Welsh constituencies. The total Socialist candi- i
ates run in English and Welsh constituencies were :
eleven, or less than a fortieth part of the whole. The
total number of electors in England and Wales is
given ‘at 5,287,285, of these less than 4,000,000 voted.
2111}5 a hundredth part of those voting voted for the
Socialists, although there were Socialist candidates in
only a fortieth part of the constituencies. Put in other
Wwords, about forty per cent of those voting in the con-
stituencies contested voted for the Socialist candidates,
and one per cent of the total number of people voting
in England and Wales did so. If the average hela
good throughout the kingdom, and we were able to
contest every seat, this would give us something like
a million voters for Socialism. Of course the average
would not be so good all through as we naturally
ichoose the most favorable places to fight; but there
‘are few, if any, places where we should not get a num-
ber of votes, and in many places we could do as-well
ias in those we have contested, if we only had the
men and the money, A Parliamentary election here
costs the candidate or his party from two to five hun-
dred pounds, and that is a serious consideration for
us; moreover, most of our members are workmen,
and it is not easy to get those who have sufficient
leisure to stand as candidates. It will be seen, how- .
ever, from the figures I have given, that the Socialist .
movement is becoming a political power in this coun-
try, although we have so far no member of our party.
in the House of Commons, and only one member of
the I. L. P., Keir Hardie, who was elected for Mer- .
thyr, in Wales. It must be confessed that Hardie did
not run on a very strong Socialist program ; but he is
well known as a Socialist, and there is no doubt that,
had his expression of political opinion been very much
stronger than it was, he would have polled just as well.
In connection with the figures I have given, too, it
must not be forgotten that the, election took place at
a period of jingo excitement, and that the Govern-
ment appealed to the people to vote for them on the
strength of their patriotic prosecution of the war in
South Africa. Mr. Chamberlain declared that every
vote given against the Government would be a vote
given for the Boers. Every Socialist candidate was
naturally an anti-jingo, and that made the good yote
we scored all the more remarkable. Besides these
Parliamentary contests we take part with more or I :
success in local and municipal elections; and have
members on Town Concils, g::hool Boards, Boards of
Guardians, and other administrative bodies through-
out the kingdom.
There appears to be considerable misunderstanding
in America as to the constitution of the electorate in
this country, the impression appearing to exist.
the majority of the workmen here are unenfranchi
There are many electoral anomalies and anachronisms
in this country, but things are not quite so bad as our
friends acress the “pond” seem to think. Every man
is entitled to the '

)

Parliamentary franchise who rents’
separate tenement, even if the rental be but a shilli
a week. If he is a lodger, however, that is to say,
he rents a room from a person living in the same
house, he must pay a rent equal to four shillings
week or he is not entitled to the franchise. Butin g
large towns there are not many rooms let at less than
four shillings and in the rural districts almost ry .
man rents a small cottage, so that, apart from the dis-
abilities involved by the long residential 'qualification
twelve months, practically, there is manhood sufirs
here, and it is safe to say that three-fourths of
electors belong to the working-class. In munici
elections all householders may vote, women as well as
men, but women are not entitled to the Parliamentary
franchise. The official expenses of all elections ex-
cept those for Parliament are paid out of the rates,
and women are eligible for election to School Boards .
and Boards of Guardians. ‘
In Scotland there are a number of flouris
branches of the S. D. F. and of the I. L. P—in
Scotland has been to some extent the stronghald
the latter organization. There are not wantingm'g‘%
however, that the latitudinarianism of the leaders o
the latter body is being resented by some of the rank
and file ; and it will be necessary in the near future for
the L. L. P. to adopt a more definitely uncompromi
attitude, or drop back into the ranks of the Radical
In Ireland the people are mainly taken up with the &
tionalist movement, and Socialism has bu: Litle show
there. There is, however, in Dublin, a siurdy littie
band of stalwarts, who are strenuously preaching the
gospel of international Social Democracy, and they
may be expected to give a good account of themselves
in the future. ; i i
Apart from the political side of the movem
there are forces at work which cannot fail to help on'
Socialism in this country. We appear to be getting
to the end of our period of good trade, the war is send-
ing up the price of everything, while the capitalists e
combining and threatening cuts in wages, and the
trusts, which have developed to'such an extent in
America, are making their appearance here to some
effect. Taking it aﬁ together, while we cannot say
that the Socialist movement in this country is boom-
ing, it is going ahead, and very much faster than
some people think. ;

3
-

The Tennessee coal and iron railways and mills are
forming a $100,000,000 trust and may soon pdss mto
control of the billion-dollar trust, which has also gob-
bled the Pittsburg Steamship Co.and more iron mines.

The Standard Oil Co., it is reported, has paid a .
large sum for the patent rights of an invention owned
by parties in Salt Lake City. It is said to be a process
for converting crude petroleum into gas for lighting
purposes, which will give a more brilliant light than
is possible with electricity. The Chicago “Workers’
Call” says the Standard Oil Co. will not use the pa-
tent. It was merely bought so that no other parties
can use it.

Two large watchcase companies in Newark, N. J.,
and one in Sag Harbor, L. L., have informed their em-
ployes that they will no longer employ members of
local unions. This movement, to make employment
conditional upon the relinquishing of membership in
labor unions, is said to be the result of an agreement
reached by all manufacturers of watchcases through-
out the country.




Progress in Denmark
| wSgcial-Deinokraten,” official organ of the Dam;h'
S0 i:leg;lmlgcratic party and leading Danish daily
;;unents on the passing of the old year as follows:
n the year just passed away we have Seen on the
one side conservatism and reaction make a last des.
perate stand, which only resulted in the breaking yyp
of the Conservative party; and on the other side we
have seen the Social-Democratic party more firmly
entrenched and conquering one position after another.
One ministry had to retire, and Mr. Estrup, the Dan-
ish Crispi, was again called into power and named by
the King as a member of the lands-thing. The Crown
Prince appeared-in public on three different occasions,
and defended the tactics of the government party and

zgeﬂed' to the people to be patriofic, to stand by the
King and the country, which he said was one and the
~ same thing. !

" “The year 1900 was an election year. It began
with city znd tovg:o elections, and proved that the goy.
_ernment party (the right party), no longer has a ma-
. jority in the city councils throughout the land. Out of
401 seats the government party only obtained 192,
209 fell into the hands of the opposition. The
cial-Democrats were victorious in all large cities
d in quite a number of smaller ones. Fifty-six
ocial-Democrats were elected and received 24,303
votes, as against 10 Social Democrats elected by 9,099
votes, at'the last election in 1894. :
. “At the election in gen, which took place
the month of March, the Social Democratic party
led 15,000 votes, as against 11,000 for the govern-
nent party, and re-elected one candidate and elected
four new members of the city administration.
 “At elections held in several towns, in the months
gust and September, the Social Democratic party
a big vote and elected 74 representatives for

“In the last quarter of the year elections were held
' half of thgx%gw throughout the country, and the
‘170 ial Democrats elected, against 30 in
1§l goes to prove that socialism has taken
ld of the rural population. _
3¢ Social Democrats held at the beginning of
1900 280 communal mandates, and at the
the year had increased the number to 556.
compulsory arbitration law has been passed,
state has been forced to recognize the trade

the representative organ of the working
Cope':gagen is now established communal
pu‘ty was duly represented at the Interna-
: held in Paris last summer, and the
am and resolutions ad
h the tactics of the

ted there shows accord-
ish Socialists.

has, since March 24th, issued special editions

h offices in the towns of Lyngby, Helsingor, Ros-

olbek, Nakskov and Roune.

ace July 1st new have appeared in the

s of Sill and Rinkjobing.

“Besides ‘Social-Demokraten’ the party now pub-

‘14 papers in the provinces, and it is estimated

000 capies of the Danish Social Democratic

issued daily. :

he party has lately obtained its own building,
farimager street, in Copenhagen, where ‘So-

mokraten’ is issued from its own printing

uring the year several buildings have been ob-

'meeting places in many cities. A co-opera-

mlrketl‘:n been established in the city of
and in Fredericia a park has been bought for
and for holding open-air meetings. In ‘Falkets
one of the party’s buildings in Copenhagen, the-
performances are now held several times a

eral red flags have been dedicated during the
nd hundreds of Socialist meetings have been
n in country and towns. One hundred thou-

kers took part in the First of May demonstra-

Gustav Bang has lately given a series of lec-
Socialism in the University of Copenhagen,

| have beén well attended.

‘in all, it can be said that the Socialist move-
Denmark through the past year has proved to
a sound and solid basis.”

E MOVEMENT
IN MICHIGAN

the economic and political struggle between
ing-class and the capitalists’ class. Not one
know what capital is, nor do they realize the

‘of this knowledge before we can intelli-
' throw off the power of capitalism. Not one of

»m understands that the wage-class of today must
i become the dominant class tomorrow ; not dominant
yer men nor over mankind, but over the tools and
ssary means of production. Not one understands
that the advent of the working-class into political
ipower means the termination of this class struggle
over the products of labor, by the introduction of the
co-operative commonywealth ; where each will not only

_protected in an opportunity to produce the wealth
upon which they must subsist, but protected in. their
right to own and use it for the individual satisfaction
their material wants. Not one of these know that,
ﬂe'e?‘der for the working-class to accomplish this

om from-wage-slavery, it must build its own po-
fitical organization upon a platform that demands the
overthrow of the capitalists” system of production. In
order to do this they must understand the capitalists’
system, and to understand that they must study So-
calists’ literature ; as the capitalists’ class will not, and
wou!d be foolish if it did, tell the truth about the sys-
tem they use to such good advantage in subjecting the
working-class to its exploitation.

We in Michigan are doing all in our power to clear
away the confusion caused by these different baited
. hooks thrown out by reform parties and freak political
b economists. The enormous gains for the Social Dem-
ocratic Party here is proof: that our efforts are not
without results. Our greatest. success comes from
teaching the trade-unionists that they are organized
to fight capitalism instead of capitalists. This leads
them to study what capital really is; then they dis-
cover the conflicting interests between capital and la-
~ bor. Then they at once recognize what is meant by
the class struggle; which side in this struggle they
should take and how to take it; in fact, know that

\

press has made great progress during
.P"‘.acial-Demokmten,' the party’s leading |.

ADVAN

——

this struggle is no longer a phyéical but a mental
?’attle; since the ballot takes the place of the bludgeon
m settling the question of rulers—at least, that is for
what it is intended. And, although the present legis-
lature has bieen fondly caressing the many disfranchise-
ment bills already in the field, they have done noth-
Ing more than abolish the regular election in munici-
palities the coming fall; allowing the present officials
to hold office over a year longer than they were elected
for. The Michigan Socialists send greetings to all
comrades, with the assurance that whenever or how-
ever the capitalists’ class fix the elections, we will
meet them with: an ever-increasing vote for the com-
plete overthrow of their power over wage-workers ,
and the establishment of equity and justice to all man-
kind—but, first of all, freedom for the wage-slave.
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GERMANY.

The Minister of War has instituted proceedings
against “Vorwaerts” for publishing letters from China
in which the atrocities committed by the troops at the
instigation of “God’s faithful ally” are related. But
“there are judges at Berlin,” and the result of the trial
will probably make the Government regret their action.

DENMARK.

' The municipal elections have been held at Copen-
hagen. The Liberals and Social Democrats ran a joint
list of candidates and returned these by 15,700 votes
against 10,400 to the Conservative candidates.

Elections for Parliament have been held in Den-
mark. The Conservative, or Government party, has
been nearly wiped off the earth, securing only eight
seats out of 110, The Social Democrats captured 14
seats, a gain of two, and stand a good chance of win-
ning several more on the second ballot. The Liberal
and Radicals control 88 seats. It is only fair to say
that the latter promised to.introduce many popular
reforms that are demanded by the labor organizations,
and quite a few claim to favor Socialism.

' AUSTRIA.

One of the deputies elected to the Reichrath is a
school master, working under the Vienna Communal
Council—which is the school authority. Herr Lue-
ger, the burgo-master, who is an anti-Semite, has dis-
missed him. This measure, which is contrary to all
precedent, has aroused a great deal of opposition even
among many Conservatives and Liberals, and his ac-
tion has been condemned by many/bodies. Anti-Sem-
itism is begining to be found ouff in Austria, as it will

be elsewhere.
BELGIUM. -
The Belgian Social Democrats are preparing for a
lg;renera] strike and a policy of obstruction in the cham-
er.

Socialist deputies are trying to secure better waguJ
and conditions for the postmen, but so far have ytbt
;ucceeded. The postmen now get only two shillings a

ay. it il

An indictment has been brought before the jury of
the Assizes against our contemporary, “The Worker,”
of Antwerp. The accusation is that it used too strong
language in reference to the last dockers’ strike, in
one of its numbers. ;

The Socialist members have made in, Parliament a
strong protest against a scandal at Antwerp, in giving
the tram-way monopoly to a syndicate of capigalists.
The Socialist representative of Antwerp, Comrade Ter-
wagne, showed that they simply bought the press to
work on their behalf. The Government did nothing

to prevent it.
HOLLAND.

The Liberal Party in Holland is disintegrating.
The executive committee has resigned and the Radical
members left the party en masse. Attempts are being
mad to organize a new party.

In the election on the second ballot for member of
Parliament in Holland, Comrade Polak received 1,583
votes, against ‘1,876 given to the re-elected Liberal
candidate. Clericals, Liberals, Radicals are united
against the Social Democrats, again proving that the
manifestations of class-conscious political action for
Socialism by the proletaire always arrays the enemies
of labor into one opposing camp.

GREAT BRITAIN.

Latest returns from England state that Social
Democrats won seats in Edmonton, Burnley, Lynn,
and Rockdale at local elections.

FRANCE.
Municipal election at Puteaux, near Paris, resulted
in Socialists defeating the Nationalists by 1,457 to 642
votes. x

The city of Marseilles voted $10,000 for the assist-
ance‘of the striking dock workers in their struggle
with the dock companies. The municipality is con-
trolled by Socialists.

SPAIN.

The anniversary of the procla%nation of the Com-
mune was celebrated in several Spanish towns. Pablo
Iglesias in “El Socialista” draws attention to the im-
portance of the event in the history of the proletariat.

Reports from Spain are to the effect that the cry
of “Down with the Jesuits!" is giving place to strikes
of railway and textile workers and other laborers, and
a cry of “Success to the Social Revolution!” is raised.

CANADA.

The Labor party of Winnipeg, which elected A.
W. Puttee to Parliament, is discussing the advisability
of adopting the name of Social Democratic party.

-AUSTRALIA.

Trenwith, a prominent labor agitator of Australia,
has been appointed as a member of the Cabinet of
Victoria. He is a member of the Labor party, and has
publicly declared that any time when he commits an
act not in harmony with the views of organized labor
he is willing to step down and out, / ‘

ITALY.

In Suzzara (electional district of Gonzaga that
elected Enrico Ferri) the administration has been in
the hands of the Socialists for a long time. The tran-
sition of administrative control from the hands of the
“moderates” into those of the Socialists was not only
accomplished without a revolution, but has even ter-
minated the personal feuds that ruined the country.
The Socialists, by ceaseless agitation for improvements
in the municipality, have completely changed Suzzara

wit
ni
an
ha

hin twenty years. A new town hall, the most mag-
ent hospital in the province, many new buildings
model schools have been erected. The industries
e also developed splendidly. The level of general
education is very high, thanks to the industrial school,
having classes in physics, chemistry, mechanics and
agriculture, * * * Elections are held in perfect or-
der. * * * The admnistration distributes 200 tickets
to farmers and poor people when the theatre is open.
The children receive meals in school, assisted by a
small family tax.
! RUSSIA.

A Vienna paper gives some interesting details of |®

the alliance between the working-classes and the Rus-
sian students. It says that in October, 1900, a mani-
festo was issued announcing a fusion among the difter-
ent factory committees, and advocating political action.
I)Imonstrations were recommended as an effective
m
November, 1900, the students of Kieff University is-
sufad a protest against the intereference of General
Dragomiroff with the affairs of the university, which
leg to wholesale arrests, the Central Committee of the
ssian students held a secret meeting at Moscow.
solutions were adopted declaring that as the stu-
dénts were not by themselves able to enforce their de-
nds and to safeguard their academic rights, they
njust unite with the workmen’s associations in order
give their action a political character. The mani-
fdsto concluded with the first verse of the “Russian
ng of Labor.” These documents were scattered
bfoadcast in Russia. The result is a strong political
njovement of a distinctly revolutionary character. As
any of the factory operatives are peasants, who spend
alpart of the year in agricultural labor and the other
rt in the factories, the agitation of the student revo-
I§tionists among the operatives is spread from the
clties into all the rural communes. This is a deliberate
licy of the Russian Socialists and is working very

specessiully.
UNITED STATES.

Holland Social Democrats in Chicago are making
orts to start a paper in the Dutch language.
“Public Ownership,” of Erie, Pa., has temporarily
pended, but will probably be re-issued by a stock
mpany.

Rich Hill, Mo., re-elected a Socialist police judge,
omrade Wright, and elected a Socialist alderman,
awrence Griffith.

The “Appeal to Reason” says the Social Democrats
f Texas polled over 8,000 votes, which were returned
the “scattering” column.

An audience of about 800 gathered in Poli’s The-
re, New Haven, to hear Comrade Harriman. The
dress was well received.

The German Socialists of Providence, R. 1., who
ve remained unaffiliated since July, 1899, decided to
ke a charter as a local of the Social Democratic

rty. :

s{ Ralph Beaumont, a People’s party orator of na-
wional reputation, is now publishing the “Tribune” at

Newcastle, Pennsylvania. He is now a Socialist and
stumped. the State for Debs in. the last campaign.

Raphael Buck, author of “The Emancipation of
the Workers,” antagonistic to Socialism, has come
out in an open letter stating that he has destroyed the
plates of his book and turned Socialist.

W. Bohannan, a Toledo Socialist, was arrested by
the hypocritical “Golden Rule” Jones’ police for mak-
ing a speech on a street corner. He landed in jail
just in time for dinner, and shortly after was bailed out.

He carried his “dinner” back to the street corner and |°

displayed it to a large crowd. It consisted of a piece
of bolegna and hard bread.

“I.Union des Travailleurs” is a new French So-
cialist paper at Charleroi, Pa.

President Naitzger, of the Fourth National Bank,
of Wichita, Kan., said in an interview that * the cor-
porations are educating the people of this country in
Socialism, or public ownership of all public utilities,
faster than all the other associations that ever existed.”
He adds that “Carnegie saw the handwriting on the
wall and pulled out in time to escape the coming
storm.”

The “Liberator” is the title of a breezy little publi-
cation that hails from Sedalia, Mo., and is published
by the Socialists of that town.

Judge Doster, of the Kansas Supreme Court, says:
“Young man, Socialism is the coming power. Make
your peace with it. It is an oncoming tide which will
sweep over this and every other civilized land in the
next twenty-five years and down every party and poli-
tician that try to impede its flow.”

The Social Democrats of Mt. Olive, Ill, made
splendid gains in the municipal election on April 16th.
In November their vote was only 43. This time their
lowest vote was 76 and their highest 138. The strength
of the Socialists is shown by comparing the vote re-
ceived by Comrade Hubert, 138, with that received by
his opponents: Democratic, 197 ; “Citizens,” 231.

The Social Democratic vote at the municigal elec-
tion in -Portsmouth, O., was as follows: Mayor. W.
Bayby, 148; marshal, C Reinhard, 134; solicitor, W.
C. Edwards, 123 ; street commissioner, W. H. Howe,
136 ; water works trustee, W. H. Braunlin, 118; ceme-
tery trustee, Jacob Imm, 135. Debs and Harriman
polled 81 votes last fall. :

San Diego, April 20th.—An election was held in
this city today on the question of issuing $600,000 in
bonds, the proceeds to be used for the purchase of the
plants of the United Water Supply Company and the
San Diego Water Company. The proposition was
carried almost unanimously, the vote standing for the
bonds, 2,360 ; against the bonds, 142. :

Social Democrats are active.- Prof. Herron 1s
speaking in New York and New England, Com. Vail
is in Towa, J. Stitt Wilson is taking a trip toward the
Pacific, “Mother” Jonmes is again in Pennsylvania,
James F. Carey keeps going in Massachusetts, Frank
(essner in Pennsylvania, and Job Harriman and Nick
Geiger in New York, while Father McGrady has been
Jecturing in Ohio, and B. F. Wilson and W. H. Wise
were active in Indiana, Tllinois and Michigan,and Com.
Bigelow in New York. ;

Calhoun county, Michigan, which includes the city
of Battle Creek, gave goo votes for the Soc‘lal Demo-
cratic Party and a little over 100 for the S. L. P-—-
1,000 Socialist votes in all, as against 337 last spring.
The city of Battle ‘Creek gave 474 for the S. D. P.
State ticket and o7 far the S. L. P. Last fall the city
gave 192 for our national ticket. On the Monday fol-

lowing election the comrades organized a propaganda

ans of promoting the objects in view. When, in;

club, and started to push educational work, which they
expect to keep up steadily.

. The S. D. P. organization in Paterson, N. J., is get-
ting well under way. Lectures are held in German and
in English. An English branch has recently been or-
ganized with tsenty-six members, mostly young men.
DeLeonism is dying out, especially since the with-
drawal of Maguire, its former leading representative,
and Paterson bids fair to regain the grand positiom it
once held, as the banner city of New Jersey in the So-
cialist movement.
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®  ORGANIZED LABOR
©  AND CAPITALISM.
eoeoee
GERMANY.

On top of the news that nearly a hundred thou-
sand iron and steel workers of Germany have beea
thrown out of employm(é;t comes the report that thou-
sands of building craftsmen, wood-workers and other
craftsmen have also been forced into the idle army.

A recent article in the “Berliner Tageblatt” takL a
gloomy view of industrial conditions in Y,
which, it says, are so bad that charitable efforts are
powerless to cope with the situation. Reduced produc-
tion and the consequent dismissal of working
are so general as no longer to attract notice.
writer declares that it is safe to say that twenty-five per
cent of the working classes are either idle or inswi-

ciently employed.
BELGIUM.

A correspondent of “Le Peuple” draws attentiom te
the way in which the law forbidding the employment
of young children in factorigs is evaded. Instead of the
children working in a factory they work at home, and
under those circumstances the law does not
The men and women working at home receive in many
cases only one franc (20c) a day. It would be adwvisa-
ble to prohibit home work, as it leads to'a great deal
of sweating and the work is often carried on uader
very insanitary conditions. - j

AUSTRIA.

'

discontent among the working people by inau n.tmf
public works on a large scale. The plans invgluve rail-

ways costing about $100,000,000 and canals costing

period of five or six years and that of the canals over
to be an equitable arangement, will be entered into.
HUNGARY.

A terrible account is given in the “Pecfi Figyelo”
of the condition of Hungarian agricultural laborers.
They have no day of rest; they begin work at 3 a. m.,
and do not leave off till 10 p. m.; three or four g:.mili_u
herd together in one room, and their food is often
nothing but bread and bacon.

; GREAT BRITAIN.

Miners and iron workers by the hundreds of thou-
sands are having wages neduced in England. Cause
Can’t compete with American “pauper” labor.

Thirty thousand miners and engineers are on strike
in Lanarkshire, for an eight-hour day. As a result
furnaces and mills are closing down and a
pression is expected.

A dispatch from Middlesborough states that the
wages of the blast furnace men will be reduced twenty-
one per cent for three months and that the of

and three-quarters per cent.

A cable dispatch reports that the London County

Council has decided to buy 225 acres of land, on

which to build workmen’s houses to accommodate 42,-
000 persons. The cost will be $7,500,000. But why

should workingmen have to depend upon the munici-

pality to have decent homes? . '

The Lancanshire Master Cotton Spinners; who
have about £40,000,000 capital in the industry, have,
it is reported, decided to content themselves with five
per cent profit. The men are to be asked # accept
wages which will allow this profit and no more to be
made and if they agree, what appears on the surface -
of the French miners vote’in favor of a strike.

Six thousand miners on strike in Wales, two thou-
sand quarrymen on strike at Buxton, five hundred la-
borers on strike at Tilbury Docks, four thousand Pen-
rhyn quarrymen on strike, two thousand Glasgow
joiners resisting a threatened reduction of wages
10d to gd per hour—such are a few of the cheerful in-
dications of prosperity with which the laboring classes
begin the new century, says the “London Labor Lead-
er.”” Scottish iron workers have had to accept a ten
per cent reduction, and the unemployed list is daily

growing larger.
FRANCE.

At Chateau Thierry a workman was dismissed by
his employer for belonging to a trade union. An ac-
tion was brought, and the man succeeded in obtaining
compensation. it

A cable dispatch from Lens D%artment of Pas-de-
Calais, reports that the Miners’ Congress has voted
in favor of a general strike if the men locked out at
Montceau-les-Mines (Department of Saone-et-Loire)
are not reinstated within ten days, provided a majority
ten or fifteen.

The congress also adopted a resolution declaring
that if the Government did not agree, within six
months, to the eight-hour day and the old-age pen-
sions a general strike would be declared after a refer-
endum.

“Jacques Bonhomme,” writing in London “Jus-
tice,” says that the reports from the Marseilles strike
are exaggerated, and “as far as I can judge, there has
not been anything like the disorder or the riots which
our yellow press has talked about.”

ITALY.

In Mantua, 17,000 farm laborers have recently or-
ganized into one provincial union, representing 116
different unions. :

At a meeting of the ship-owners, held at Genoa, it
was decided that the owners preferred to lay up their
vessels rather than yield to the demands of the strikers.

SPAIN. 7

Strikes have occurred in Catalonia because the em-
ployers do not carry out the provisions of the recent
law relating to the employment of women and chil-

dren. ;
SOUTH AMELICA.
The breadmakers’ strike in Lima, Peru, continues,
and only five bakeries are jn operation. Bread is sell-

ing for double its former price.

«
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The Austrian Government is seeking to allay the -«

from $100,000,000 to $140,000,000. The construction |
of the railways thus planned is to be spread over'a '+

|

the Northumberland miners will be reduced thirteea *
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INTERNATIONAL

 MAY DAY
CELEBRATION

—OF THE—

. Grades Unions
~ Soeicl and Singing
: . Jocreties.
Sunday, May sth
0 i ; —AT—
GERMANIA GARDENS
(Harbor View.)
,Games for Young and Old .
m “go?lg:, etc.
@and Orchestratilli2 pm
Admission

28th Annual Excursion
OF THE

.Jaumeyman Tuilors

. Swmeet Park, Santa Cruz Mountains
Sunday, April 28, 1901

Bost Leaves Ferry Landing at 9 A, M.
(TIOKETS, $1  CHILDREN 50¢

" 7 GIGAR MANUFACTURERS

. 2971 Twentyfirst St.
g it . Near Folsom

A Good Union Made Cigar.

i y

L

25 cents

GAMBRINUS PILSENER
Beg It thiverse

. In Kegs and Bottles
- Dffice and Depot: 316 10th
B  BAN FRANCISCO, CAL,

Y Phone South 83.

* I | Eiseher

GERMAN DENTIST
OFFICE AND RESIDENCE

201 Grant Ave., Cor. Post st.
: Telephone Black 5105.

" Hours: Weekdays from 8 A. M. ‘o
8P. M. Sundays, from 9to I2A. M.

. OscarJobhnson

- s DEALER IN

~ Cigars, Tobacco,
| ' Swedish Snuff and Cutlery
E 49 SACRAMENTO
B: Union Goods a Specialty.
i VEGETARIAN CAFE
i 755 Market st., San Francisco

s A TMeal Without lleat
R o v e

les, nu s, etc..—prepared In a tempting,

" Open dull.y, except Saturday

USED
Every-

Where

Smith Premier
TYPEWRITER

Miller, Bloss & Scott use 12

Hale ers 14

Heald's Business College uses 31

L & . ALEXANDER & CO

Exclusive Pacific Coast Dealers

110 Montgomery St. S. F,

CALDWELL

College of
Oratory and Elocution

HOOVER HALL, 1327 arket st,
San Francisco

Thorough and systematic training is

ven in the principles underly?ng
.fhe science and the art of Elocution,
Extemporaneous speaking, Oratory,
Reciting, Voice Culture and everything
parm.uﬁ:g to platform work.

CLASSES OR PRIVATE
TERIS REASONABLE

A School of Socialism.
1f you wish to wnderstand Socialism
or to be able to work for it, you should
take this course of lessons by corres-
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Organic Unity in View
The following correspondence between Comrade
Theodore Debs, the National Secretary of the Chicago
faction of the Social Democratic Party, and Com-

rade William Butscher, the National Secretary of the
Springfield faction of the S. D. P,, is seli-explanatory:

Chicago, Ill., March 28, 190I.

“Mr. William Butscher, Nat'l Sec’y, S. D. P,
Springfield, Mass.—Dear Sir and Comrade:

Pursuant to the action of the late national conven-
tion of the Social Democratic Party, with headquar-
ters at Chicago, Il1, held in said city, beginning Jan-
uary 15th, it becomes my duty, as it is my pledsure, to
advise you, and through you the party you represent,
of the approval by referendum vote of the membership
of our party, of the enclosed resolutions, adopted at
said convention. .

“It is respectfully requested that you refer this
communication and the resolution herein certified to
your executive board, or other proper authority, for
such action as may be deemed necessary to meet the
purposes stated in said resolutions, and: that you ad-
vise me of the result of said action at the earliest prac-
ticable day, so that arrangements can be made accord-
ingly.

“T have the honor to subscribe myself.

“Yours fraternally,
(Signed) “Theodore Debs, Nat'ly Sec’y.”

CHICAGO RESOLUTIONS.
‘Whereas, The Socialists of the United States are
at present divided into several parties, whose essential
principles are’identical, and such division is produc-
tive of ceaseless friction that tends to weaken and re-
tt)z-1rd the progress of the Socialist movement, therefore
e it

Resolved, That a more thorough organization of
Socialists is demanded, and that for the purpose of
effecting the same a general convention be called to
meet as hereinafter provided.

First: The call for the convention herein pro-
posed shall be subject to a referendary vote of our
party, the same to be submitted to the several branch-
es and voted upon not later than February 25th, and
due returns thereof made to the national executive
board without delay, and if approved by a majority
vote of the members,the same shall be forwarded bythe
national secretary to the national secretary of the 8o-
cialist Labor Party, the national secretary of the So-
cial Democratic Party, with headquarters at Spring-
filed, Mass. ; and to the state secretary of each of the
several unattached or unaffiliated state or territorial
parties. :
Second. The convention herein called sHall be
held in the city of Indianapolis, Indiana, beginning the
second Tuesday in September, 1901, and shall include
the Socialist Labor Party, with headquarters in the
city of New York; the Social Democratic Party, with
headquarters in Springfield, Mass. ; the Social Demo-
cratic Party, with headquarters in Chicago, Ill, and

|the several unattached or unaffiliated state or terri-

torial Socialist parties.

Third. The basis of representation shall be as
follows:

1. Each branch, local or section shall be entitled
to 'as many representatives as the individual 'members

provided, that each representative shall be entitled to
one vote for each member whose signature is attached
to his credential. ]
2. Branches not sending their own representatives
may select those of other branches of the same state
to represent them ; provided, that in such case the rep-
resentative shall hold the proper credential with the
signature of members attached as herein provided.
3. No member shall be qualified to serve as rep-
resentative or be entitled to representation who has
not been a member of the party at least thirty days
prior to the opening day of the convention.
4. All signatures of members attached to creden-
tials shall be certified by the chairman or secretary
of their respective branches. i
5. The national secretary shall furnish each branch
with a sufficient number of blank credentials for the
purpose herein specified. Sl
6. No branch shall be represented unless organ-

convention. )

Fourth. If the convention herein proposed is not
approved by at least one other national party herein
named, orat least three unattached or unaffiliated state
or territorial parties, on or before June 1st, then these
resolutions shall be null and void and this call shall
stand revoked.

Fifth. That a committee of five be chosen by this
convention to make the necessary arrangements for
the proposed convention, if same be held.

Sixth. That the results of said proposed conven-
tion, if held, shall be reported to our branches by the
committee herein designated and a referendum vote
be taken upon the same, and if approved by a majority
vote of the members of our party, such shall be the
verdict of the party, and the books,papers,moneys and
all other property in possession of the national party
shall be delivered up to such officers or boards as may
be chosen at said convention to receive the same; if
less than a majority of our party vote.in favor of said
report the same shall be rejected and the party shall
proceed as heretofore.

Springfield, Mass., April 15, 1901.
“Theo. Debs, Esq., Nat'l Sec’y, S. D. P., Chicago,
IIl.—Dear Sir and Comrade: ;
“T received a certified copy of the call for a unity
convention of all organized socialists of this country,
adopted by the last national convention of your party,
as well as your communication of March 28th, 1901,
advising me of the fact that the said call had been
approved by a referendum vote of your membership,
and complying with your request, T submitted both
documents’ to the National Executive Committee of
our party. i :
“Our party has always stood for organic unity
of all true Socialists of the United States, and wel-
comes the stand taken by your convention, as an im-
portant step towards the accomplishment of that great

pondence. Sets of the printed lessons
canbe obtained for the use of local)
classes. If youcan take these lessons !
either in a local class or by correspon-
dence you can do effective work for

m afterward.  For full particu-

Jars address, with stamp Walter Thom-

object. i

“While your party was voting upon your call, our
party, by practically unanimous vote, adopted a resolu-
tion, a copy of which I enclose and which, you will
notice, calls for a general convention of the Socialists
in terms similar to those in your call. Tt is with great

as Mills, 3962 Langloy ave., Chicago, 11l

pleasure that we exercise the authority conferred on

thereof in good standing may select for that purpose; |

ized at least thirty days prior to the opening of the|.

‘us by the <1 | resolution and accept your invitation
for a join: .nity convention.

We h:. ¢ appointed Comrades Greenbaum - and
Putnam of :t. i,0uis, Mahoney and Hamilton of In-
dianapolis, a1 @ Hayes of Cleveland as a committee
igo co-operat: *ith a similar committee of your party
in all necess... \ nreparations'and arrangements for the

convention, atiu we hope that they, together with any
additional ¢ . ittees that may be appomted for that
purpose by viler socialist organizations, will pave the

way towards n successful and expeditious accomplish-

ment of the 7k of the convention,

f‘In.com 1-ion, we desire to urge upon you the
advisability .t ‘vodifying the terms of your call in
some details. it ‘he common interest of the- Socialist
movement of this country.

“We belicy - the date set by you for the conven-

tion, the seco'.! Tuesday of September, is not well
chosen: it is "0C remote, and it will very materially
interfere with the fall campaign by compelling us to
open the same with-our forces still divided, and by
taking from it #{l our available funds, and the time and
energy of cur niost active organizers and speakers.
We suggest that the convention be held in the early
part of July. :

“We also l:wiicve that the actions and decisions
of the conventic:n -hould not be submitted to the gen-
eral vote of cach separate party organization partici-
pating in the same, but should be final, so that a united

J| Socialist party might; at the conclusion of the conven-

tion, become an accomplished fact and not a debatable
proposition, and in order to avoid unnecessary pro-
longation of the unfortunate division in our ranks,
with the ineyit:bir friction engendered by it.

“In advising that course, we follow the example
of our comrades in all European countries on similar
occasions, an¢ do not’in any way offend against the
principles of democracy within our ranks, as the party
members have ample opportunity to manifest and en-
force their desire in electing and instructing their del-
egates. ; b

. “We belicac we voice the sentiment of the over-
whelming n::;ority of the comrades in the ranks of
both of our parties in advising these modifications, and
hope your Bcird will find it possible to accept the
same, or to submit them to a referendum vote of your
party, if necessary.

“With best wishes for a speedy union of all true So-
cialist forces,

By order «f the National Executive Committee,
SEBD P W. Butscher, Nat'l Sec’y.”

SPRINGFIELD RESOLUTIONS.

Resolvei. .. That a National Convention of the
Socialists ot '« United States, for the purpose of ef-
fecting a w01 of socialist forces and establishing a
solid party «r anizaton, be called for an early date.

2. That % iocals of the Social Democratic Party

affiliated with the Springfield N. E. C. be invited to
participate in such convention.

3. That all branches of the S. D. P. affiliated with
the Chicago N. E. B. be invited to participate in such
convention. . :

4. That all sections of the Socialidt Labor Party
be invited to participate in such convention.

5. That all Socialist State organizations not affili-
ated with any national committee be invited to partici-
pate in such convention.

6. That all other:Socialist organizations recogniz-
ing the class strugglé and the necessity of independ-
ent political action of the working class be invited to
participate in such convention.

7. That the only condition of participation in such
convention be a pledge to abide by the decisions of
the convention.

8. That the basis of representation for all such
organizations be one delegate for each local or-
ganization and one delegate for each one hundred
members or major fraction thereof.

9. That two or more organizations be permitted to
co-operate for the purpose of sending delegates on the
above basis.

10. That such convention be held in the city of
Indianapolis, Indiana.

11. That the N. E. C. be-authorized to fix the
date and change the place and basis of -representation
of the convention with the Chicago N. E. B. or any
State organization, if requested by such organization.

Dressmakers are rapidly organizing. They recent-
ly held a national convention with delegates from 29
States present. The outlook is good.

A movement has started in Chicago to start uni-
form ranks in labor organizations. They will be drilled
in military tactics same as secret societies.

Owing largely to recent unfavorable court decis-
ions, New York trade unionists are again talking of
calling a conference to take independent political ac-
tion.

_Twenty textile mills in Massachusetts closed to
curtail production, and 8,000 persons are out of jobs.
As the workers all have “full dinner pails,” according
to the Republicans, they won’t suffer much.

Of the fourteen ‘‘labor bills” that the trades unions
brought before the Nebraska Legislature, all but two
insignificant qnes were turned down. Serves 'em
right. Why do they elect. politicians? Why don'’t
they elect their own people?

It is estimated that the knocking-out of the law
compelling contractors in New York to pay the “pre-
vailing rate of wages,” which means the union scale,
on all public work, will save those capitalists $100.000,-
000.

International Typographical Union has decided
by referendum vote to adopt the arbitration agreement
with the National Publishers’ Association. The vote
stood 12,544 for the proposition ahd 3,530 against.

¢

Cigar trust cut wages in ane of its factories in
Binghampton, N. Y., and then riceived 1,500 applica-
tions in one week from people whe'wanted jobs. The
“full dinner pail” is not being wors}XQed in that burg
as formerly. :

The International Association of Allied Metal Me-
chanics (new name for Bicycle Workers' Union), is
preparing to join the Machinists’ Union in next
month’s general movement for a shorter workday.

. The bill in the Connecticut Legislature, making
eight hours a day’s labor, was rejected by the Lower
House of the Connecticut Assembly on the 11th, by a
vote of 160 to 39. An opinion of the Attorney-Gen-
eral, in the main adverse to the bill, was read before
the vote was taken.

—r—
A GRAND

i Entertainment and Dance
2 —Will be given by the_

Social Demoeratic Party
SATURDAY, MAY 4 1901,
Turn Verein Hall, 323 Turk st.

A Special Program hag bean arranged.
Music by Dijeau Band.

A‘dmission 25 centsg, Ladies Free.

DON'T

1I0'CLOCK

Cash Stores

1411 Park Street

1546 Seventh (Webster) St,
THE

Leading  Grocers
OF

Alameda

Ernest Rebor
Arvtistic Yailor

Suits Made to Order. Fit guaranteed.
44 San Pablo Ave.

Opposite City Hall

Oakland, Cal.
VINCENT'S MEAT MARKET

TELEPHONE MAIN 161

May Day-
Celebration .

ON

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1st.
A

§
3

Grand Mass Meeting

Will be held at
Metropolitan. Temple
aees .

Admission Freg

Fhe Staff of Life

SHOULD BE

‘Wholesome,
Substantial,
Clean

This is guaranteed only by

IT STA_NDS FOR:
;: Sa: 12&3 Work
n
3. One d:g’s“r&: :hap'u

Buy no other !

MANUFACTURERS HAVING UNION
BEL THE ONLY GUARANTEE OF

BOME INDUBTRY,
United Workingmen

Endorsed by the American
':-'n Th’l.iheo I;, ulmih-:‘
. D
(glﬂlau'

Boots.

are not made by Beab Labaer. e
Demand Boota and 8hoes wi
this Stamp on Soleorl -
patronize dealers unless tiu
these goods. ¢

Ask the
Shoema

for his Union Card iwhea
wantyour shoes repaired’”

Porterhouse BLeRK ciiicrassssessaisessotnss macns sesssrsed) hl
Loin Steak acsasancins soussessenssssrsrsascasnsorsaesse s sEL
Round Steak. 10
RAD TROBBE . cccoise | sormaserers dersestarserssriorassenssss 310
Beef 10 Boll OF SteW.iimisssesscrsssssonssssssssssesses 08

Corned 08
Mutton Chops J10
Pork Chops and Pork ROSE....cpeccrrimcissasssnss  -10

glx?‘ B{:d :.nd Feet, %

1ing Lam!

Vg-l 5 12

Frankfurter
7th and WASHINGTON Sts.
OAKLAND, CAL.

LOCAL OAKLAND, of the Social Demrcratic
Party, holde regular \weekly lectures eve:
Thursday evening, 8 p. m., at Becker's Hall,
918 Washingtonst. Admission free. Address
correspondence o J. GEORGE SMITH, 212
Hearst Bld’g , San F.ancisco

LOCAL ALAMEDA, of the Social Democratic
Party. holds regular free public I ctures cverly
second S unday evening at Foresters' Hall,
cor Parv street and Santa Clara ave. Educa-
uonal meetings for members every Friday
eve! at 2434 Cen ralave room8 ~ Addrese
communications. J. C. STAMER. 2061 Encinal
ave

LOCAL SAN FRANCISCO, Socisl Democratic
Party holds regular weekly jectures every Thurs-
day evening o + 8 cial and +conomic suhjects at

Meetings begin a 8 o'tlock
follows each lecture  Questions answered ; free
platform; public invited, Admission free.

Open discnesion

PETER LIPPERT . SONNICHSEN
The Temple Bar
115 Turk Street.

Trades Union Headquarters
Only Union Goods on Hand

WIRTH & JACHENS

BADGES;%\.CHECKS
STENCILS4LY SEALS
RUBBER STAMPS

3 3 9 KEARNY ST
SANFRANCISCO CAL.
Trades Unionists and Socialists are
requested to call and see our
stock

Telephone South 168

H. F. Suhr & Co

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
1137 MISSION St bet. 7th and 8th
SAN FRANCISCO

.- - - ]
Dr Christensen
DENTIST

i MAIN OFFICE
Cor. Mission and 23rd sts.
SAN FRANCISCO

ALATNEDA' OFFICE; 1325 Park
»Street. Tlondays Only g

Academy of Scienc: s Hall, 8 9 Market strest. |

.| Dividends

"~ HELP

Barbers’ Union
PATRONIZE Barber Shops bef

8 P. M and before 12 M.8
days and Holidays. R,

Only Patronize Barber g
that display the

UNION CARD IN
WINDOW

TELEPHONE Hyde 3841
Jno. . Wetzel,
PHYSICIAN and SURGE

Office, 813 Van Ness ave
Bet. Edd: and Ellis Stx,

X-RAY Laborq;ory.

On Your Regular ;- p

Household Expenses. ‘

The San Francisco Rocl
Company (co-operative), in
ated September 22, 1900, is
general grocery business at
Market street. This compan
purely co-operative and at the sa
time thoroughly business in
dealings. Its members can
hold one membership share ang
have but one vote, thus making all
equal &

They sell goods at regular prices; !
and return all profits to members ;j
proportion to purchases, after de=
ducting a fair rate of interest
proportion to investment. A fam
ily who trades $300 in a year
receives_a dividend of 12 per
or $36 on an investment of six dol
lars, in the San Francisco Ra
dale Company, has certainly mad
a good business investment:
sides fostering co-operation. Divis
dends have been returned as hight
as fifteen per cent on six months’
business in some Rochdale coms
panies in this State W. C.
the manager of the company,
thoroughly acquainted with’ the
grocery business. They carry a fu
lme of fancy and staple groceries
and will be pleased to furnish ful
information about the business an
its officers

8

ent,

s,
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GUS. POSTLER

Paints, Oils, Wall Paper etc.
Prompt Attention p all Orders

- Painting and Paperhanging
Tel White 1110 SUT 19th stroet

Pacific Coast Shirt Factory.

FRANKLIN & GRONER, Propriotors
Manufacturers of Custom Shirts

R e
P.Westerfeld & Co

PN
Bakery and Restaurant

DINNER AND
i Bu e EDDING PARTIES

DING ( 5
8 Eddy st. Rooms 5 & 6 N A%&A&a ICE CREAM,

* Ploase Mention this Paper e

WIl. SCHLOTHAN .
408 Fifth Street 1035 Market st. . L
i Dealer in Butter, Eggs and Dairy D w1 Fran
Mmm:;c:owhw' M’”.’ﬁwmm etge 108
P. PARSSON -
General Blacksmith and Wagon California
ru.to.:-nkc::mm SChuetZen Park

481 5th, bet. Harrison and Bryant

" A. Schau
Fine Boots and Shoes

Shoes Made and Bupalmd
Mission Street near 16th
Union Made Shoes

ROBERT LUTGE
- Upholsterer,Carpet Layer
‘ Ete.

w Made Over wnd Returned Same Day
8111 24th near Folsom
Telephone CHURCH 931
DR. CARL DEHMEL
surge m Chiropodist

1945

Emporium Post Oftice Floor

' ". v J.asle 1716

Turk st. Coal Yard
' Wholesale and Retail Coal

ROBERT LATHROPE, Prop.

133 Turk Street, cor Jones

pressing Promptly Done.

LeidecKer Co
PRINTERS

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL}
| Estimates Furnished on all Work

int Book Store
106 FIFTH Btreet
i Between Mission and Howard
Rooks on all’ Fubjects
' POREIGN and AMERICAN
" CAMERON H. KING
ATTORNEY AT LAW
Murphy Bailding, 1236 Market Streat
: . Phone Folsom 1301

Surveys and Drawings
OF ALL KIND3
J. GEORGE SMITH. C. E.
~ 212 Hearst Building

Lndﬂurvw nd U. 8. Deputy Min-
eyor. U. 8. ot wtered.

ot Attor ey (Reg )

~ L. LEMOS
bOtdu’. Easy Installments

$1.00 Per Week
" 1117 Market st. bet. 7Tth and 8th

pep——

Elcho House

' 868} Market Street

Oppreite POWELL and EDDY Streets

W. W. WALMSLY, Prop.

| Rooms 15, 20, and 25 cents per Night

Class Reading Room. All Daily Papers
‘H. LOTZIN

. pOOTS snd BHOES

1247 Kentucky street

0th

POTRERO

SCOIT ANDER-ON

‘Sign and Show Card d\ykri;.e:o
pers. Mottoes of ne
B 'Qllckl::‘%hl:i‘;l.yd&% Well
Market st. near 7th

ARTHUR CONTI
B All Kinds of

Rubber Stamps and Printing
1488 Market, bet, 10th & 11th

EQUITABLE

- GOLLECTION CO.

tions of Salaries and Wages
PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO
CIVIL SUITS

" 1236 MARKET St, Room 126

H Telephone, Folsom 1301.

LEON L. REY & SON.
French Hatters

All Kinds of Hats Made to Order

ts Cleaned, ed and Renovated in
g e e Style.

1115 Market Street
A Union Made Typewri;er

~ Qperstions on, Ingruwing Toe Nalls a Speciality

SAN RAFAEL CAL.

Located in the most picturesque
gection of Marin County one mile
south of San Rafael, offers to the
general public a most desirable re
sort for a day’s outing

San Francisco Otfice: Phelan
Building, Room 44, Tuesdays and
Fridays from1to 3 p. m San Ra-
fael Office: P. O. Box 277. Tel
ephone South 17,

ADAM BREHM, Prop.
THE AIR SHIP

~—

f

1241 Marketist.,
“The best Lyunch Honse in San Francisco. Din-
per from 11 A. M.to 2 SBupper from 5 to'7

. M.
P. M. Reguiar Meal, including cotfee, tea, wine
or beer, 15 conts.  Nothiug but Union Goods.

“The Waldort”

5 Taylor st. San Francisco
J. L. HEDRICH,:Prop.

Extra Pale, Culmbacher, Sharp Steam
on draught.

A Strictly Union Place

Herman  Safe Co.

Sales Room 417 419 } sacragpento

Factory 421- 428
. San Francisco, Cal.
MANUFACTURERS

OFoF
Fire:and

Burglar Proof

Safes and Vaulfs.
* %

Ezxpert! Safe Openin,
and nepnlru?;. £

General Tron Work.
Asto ted Stack of Secs
ond kand Safes and
Scales on hand.

Telep Efud 602

- Bonnestell & Co.
PAPER

401 & 403 Sansome gt. cor Sacra-
mento San Francis~o, Cal

Sturtzel 4 Py
PRINTERS

109 California Streef
*Phene Clap 221

near 9th st.

Otto Sinz

Watchmaker and Jeweler
36 GEARY ST., Room 34
San Francisco, Cal.
The Only Watchmaking School
West of the Rocky lMountains.

DRINK

Abet Bitters

The only R*medy for a disordered stomach. It
cares catarrh, dyspepsia, billonsness, constips
tion, disturbe\ stomach uvd cleans ihe head.

H. F SAHLENDER, Sole Prop,
287 Natoma st., San Francisco

Workin%renen’s Sick & Death
nefit Society

Of the United States Rranch 102
Meeting every Last Monday of the
Month, 8 p. m. The Temple,

117 Turk St.

Secretary: Ernst Poetsch, 83 0 25th. Physican:
Dr F ed'k A. Rinve. Rooms 34. 46 ?}hﬁell St

H .
Dr's Residence: 801 Fol om, Cor 25th. st,
Hours: Before9A. M, 12, 5:3 6:30 P M.,

PRINTING

First Class Wﬂrk at Fair
: Prices.

| The “Underwood” ownalk publishing o,

* dorsed by the U, 8. Government,
R. E. Rovalk & Co,, Agt's
- 129 Montgomery st.

Visible—Is the very latest—En.| :
| (1019 Market st, nr. 6th
S.F.

(BONNET & SMITH)

Presswork for the Trade

ADMISSION 25 cts,

\ City Central Committee,

The minutes of the C. C. C. of the meeting held
Wednesday, April 24th, Comrade Appel in thcgchair,
were as follows:

A bill for $15.50 was referred to-the Ball Commit-
tee. Bill to J. J. Noel for work done as Orgahnizer and
Associate Editor of ADVANCE, and for postal cards,
$12; ordered paid. Bills to G. B.Benham, 75 cents, and
to New York “People,” $1.20; ordered paid. !

The report of the Committee on Municipal Pro-
grams was'received and referred to the Party meeting,
May 7th. A motion was carried that the report be
printed in ADVANCE.

A motion was carried that the Organizer be em-
powered to act in the matter of renting the store on
Howard street for a neadquarters, that the rent begin
with May and-that he endeavor to make arrangements
with the landlord about the fitting-up of the. place.
The Organizer was also instructed to make arrange-
ments with regard to getting furniture.

A motion was carried that Propaganda Committee |

be empowered to transfer Debating Club from Pythian
Castle to Howard Street as soon as possible.

* A motion was carried that C. C. C,, in calling the
Party meeting for May 7th, call it for the expressed
purpose of voting on the reorganizing of the city in
three large districts, and on the different amendments
to the constitution that have been proposed.

A motion was carried that a special call be made
for the Party meeting and that members show cards of
good standing to secure admittance; that the
payment of dues be made the first order of business of
the Party meeting, and that the Financial Secretary be
empowered to sell due-stamps.

A motion was carried that the matter of the redis-
tricting of the city and all other amendnients be pub-
lished in ADVANCE.

The vote of the District Clubs for 3oard of Direct-
ors, Organizer and member of State Executive was
counted. The elections are as follows: For Board of
Directors of ADVANCE, Comrades Lilienthal, Mes-
ser, Johnson ; for Organizer, J. J. Noel; for State Ex-
ecutive, Com. Dunne. .

Com. Dunne resigned from State Executive, and a
motion was carried that all vacancies be filled at the
Party meeting. :

The Treasurer reported the receipis of the week as
$13.54; expenses, $20.50; deficit, $2.14.

éhaimmn for Thursday, Com. Noel; for Sunday,
Com. Dunne. i

Adjourned, to meet May 8th at 336 Howard St.

Respectfully submitted,

ANNA 3TRUNSKY.

7
BEER DRIVERS’ UNION, LOCAL UNION, 227.

1159 Mission Street, San Francisco, Calif.
1159 Mission St., San Francisco, Cal., April 24th.
The regular meeting of the' Beer Drivers’ Union
was held at the above address on Monday, April 22d,
President Mueller in the chair. ThE Secretary reported
that the Brewers’ Association was prepared to sign the
agreement regulating wages, etc., if the same was ac-
ceptable to the Union. The agreement was _adopted
as read, and referred to the Secretary to be signed.
The Union decided to levy an assessment on all of
its members of one dollar, to assist in defraying the
expenses of the recent strike in Portland ; and the dues
of the Union were raised to.one dollar per month in
conformity with a regulation of the National Union
that all locals in the same city must pay equally high

dues. s :
LATER.—This afternoon, in the office of the Sec-
retary. of the Brewers’ Protective Association, in the
Flood Building, the officers of the Brewers’ Associa-
tion and the Beer Drivers’ Union attached their sig-
natures to the agreement. This regulates the employ-
ment of Beer Drivers and Stableien in all the brew-
eries of this city, with the exception of two. The
wage-scale rules and regulations agreed on in the con-
tract will go into effect on Monday, April 29th, 190r.
A. R. ANDRE, Sec. Local Union, No. 227.

CALIFORNIA ITEMS,

The Journeymen Bakers will hold their moonlight
picnic and May Festival Wednesday, May 1st, at Ger-
mania Gardens. If you want a good time on May
Day, be sure to take the Union street cars to the Ger-
mania Gardens.

Next Sunday the Journeymen Tailors will hie them-
selves to the mountains of Santa Cruz. It will cost you

| just one dollar to go with them. The boat leaves foot

of Market street at g a. m. Your children can go along
for half-price. g i

This is the last notice you will receive about the
Socialist dinner, to be given under the auspices of the
Ruskin Club. The dinner will take place next Tues-
day, April 30th, at Oakland. Everything has been ar-
ranged for an enjoyable evening. Get tickets from
the secretary of the party. -

A grand May-day celebration will be held by the
trades unions social and singing societies at Ger-
mania Gardens, Harbor View,«Sunday, May sth. This
celebration is. for the benefit of the local German So-
cialist paper, the “Tageblatt.” There will be games,
shooting and some prize bowling, etc. Music for danc-
ing will be furnished by a first-class band. Admis-
sion, 25 cents,

The two railway equipment and lighting combines
have fallen under control of Morgan and Rockefeller
and will be united.

GR. AND

My Festival and Moonlight Pienie
Jowrneymen Bakers and ‘ @nfeaﬁion-
ers Wuron, No. 4.

SOA

GERMANIA GARDENS, Harbor View
WEDNESDAY, MAY11, 1901

/ Correspondence.

Los Angeles, April 18. 1901
Editor Advance: The movement in Los Angeles is gradu-
ally assuming & more encouraging aspect. The lethargy
which has existed since the nationa cumpaisﬂs beins
thrown off and the events occuring in the industrial an
commercial world are following each other in such rapid
succession, that the comrades are once more getting into the
harness, confident that that the irrepressible conflict is
nearly upon us, and also realizing the absolute necessity of
binding the working clase into a class conscious body with a

PROPAGANDA IMEETING

Academy of Sciences Hall was crowd-
ed Thursday evening to hear the leo-
ture of Comrade Hyman Strunsky.
The title of the paper was “Socialism
and Spiritual Progress.” The subject
was well thought out and clearly and
ably presented. The arguments that
socialism would cause degeneration and
mental and moral atavism were taken
up, explained and thoroughly refuted.
Altogether it was one of the best lec-

definite object in view. Street meetings are being held
every Saturday and Sunday night and are attracting large
crowds. Considerable literature is being sold. Comrade
Geo. S. Holmes has been elected organizer and is doing

ood work. Our Sunday night meetings in Woodman’s
%all have a good attendance, showing that the interest
taken by the public in socialism is growing.

The Karl Marx Debating Club is proving a great success.
The question discussed last Wednesday eve. was, ‘‘Resolved,
that the attitude toward trade unions should be one of
friendliness’”” The debate drew out a great number, and
was the most successful meeting that has been held so far.
Comrade Parker, of Texas, state organizer of the A. F. of
L. of that state, took the affirmative and Comrade Miss
Frances Nacke the negative. As her views are in thorough
concord with the party’s rolicy regarding trade unions, she
was somewhat relnctant in accepting i, but as no one else
was desirous of tackling that side of the subject, she was

revailed upon to doso. She made an excellent argument
})rom a DeLeonistic point of view. But the affirmative had
the best of the discussion and was so decided by the audi-
ence. Comrade Holmes who was critic made the best talk
for the affirmative; the gist of his remarks were that in so
fur as the economic program of trade unions went, all so-
cialists should exvend to it their support and friendship.
That everly sociulist ghould join the union of his craft and
use every legitimate way to propogate the principles of so-
cialism in the ranks, striving to show every individual mem-
ber that instead of flirting and begging favors of the capi-
talist parties, they should adopt independent, uncompromis-
ing political action, having for their goal the cooperative
commonwealth.

The following subject was adopted for next meeting: ‘“Re-
solved, that muan is & creature of environment.”” Comrade
L. T. Fisher will take the affirmative and Comrade Frank
Elder the negative.

Weare all very much pleased with the ‘““Advance."” Every
copy being an improvement on the previous one. ‘

Fraternally,
Chas. H. Ross.

Independence, April 15th.

I am glad to see that the subject matter of my letter is
beginning to bear fruit, in earnest discussion and action.
It is not too late to cooperate. so long as there is an acre of
land left for agricultural production to the people not in
with the capitalistic forces, or a foot of land on which co-op-
erative industry can be prosecuted. Production for use on
farm and in workshop, by and through the socialist com-
rades, cannot solve the industrial problem, but itcan and
will mitigate the evils of capitalism as well here as in Bel-
gium, Franee or Germuny. Wherever and whenever there
is genuine cooperation in any industry, productive or dis-
tributive, there is success just in proportion to its scientific
management. Itisnolongera theory but a condition that
confronts the socialist organization, and its success as a
propagandist of better industrial conditions will be com-
mensurate with its practice of the principles in detail and
wholesale. We must practice what we preach, no matter
how small the scale we start on. How can I tell my boy
how to swim and forbid him going near the water. ‘‘Kalsus
in uno, falsus in omnibus.”’ Our principles are just as ap-
plicable the present conditions and in detailas to groups,
states or nations. We seem to be afraid of putting our
prinuii)les to the test. Not so the limited “socialists’ of the
capitalist school. They get together on some materialistic
problem of production or distribution, by combining all
their financial, intellectual and physical forces. To usea
pun or tworthe leather trust got together because they put
their whole “sole’ into it. The yeast trust got together by
"mislxif" prices. Individually, the socialists are very weak,
but collectively they have sufticient strength, if they choose
0 exercise it, 10 have their own socialist daily in San Fran-
cisco; their own wholesale grocery store; their own oil pro-
ducing wells, etc. to the end of thelist. All these notin
competition with capitalist production, but solely for use on
the lines of the Belgian Vooruit. Fmternlll}g"{

REVIEWS

Will Wallace k. Nevill
Please go to the Devil
- And give this poor office a rest.

Your logic is bad;
Your “‘science”—egad !

It is positively worse than a jest.
Tho' we read sixteen score
Of fool books—or more—

And each we deem worse than the last.
As the scale we descend

You'd be at the end

To put even nonsense aghast.
This doggerel verse
Is really no worse

Than that which with no reason at all—
No cause that’s aparent—
No cause that's apparent—
Nor any good warrant,

But consummate gall—you airily call

The Science of Sociology, Wallace E. Nevill. Price,
25 cents. 2925 Sacramento street, S. F.

The oyster companies of the South organized a
trust.

Two paper trusts have combined. The two cereal
trusts will combine. And thus competition goes a-glim-
mering. »

Recently the tobacco trust, feeling that it needed a
few additional millions in fat dividends, raised the
price on plug tobacco one cent a pound. The jobbers
tried to shift the tax on to the shoulders of the retail-
ers, but the trust stepped in and sold to the retailers
at the original figure, and it looks now as though the
combine is preparing to wipe the jobbers out of exist-
ence.

Illinois coal operators are organizing a $75,000,000
trust, and down in West Virginia and Pennsylvania
more independent mines have gone into combines.
Kansas operators held a preliminary meeting and dis-
cussed a proposition to form a trust. A well-known
Chicago operator is authority for the statement that
inside of two years all the important bituminous mines
in tl\e country will be merged into combines.

Thé greatest individual winner in the bull market
is said to be John D. Rockefeller, who is $300,000,000
better off than a month before the election of McKin-
ley. The advance in Standard Oil alone shows a profit
on the 38 per cent interest aggregaitng $65,000,000.
On his known holdings it 1s easy to figure profits of
at least a quarter of a billion from prices ruling half a
year ago. W. K. Vanderbilt is believed to have been
the biggest winner in Wall street next to Rockefeller.
In addition to ‘his immense investment holdings
Mr. Vanderbilt loaded up with the largest speculative
line of stocks ‘ever carried by a single person—more
than 1,000,000 shares. He is probably ahead $35,000,-
000, and his fixed holdings have increased correspond-
ingly in value. ;

Chicago grain elevators controlling 75 per cent.

Take Union Street Cars | of the grain that enters the city formed a_trust.

il N e

tures with which we have been
this year. Advance has sacu:dwp.:i
mission to publish it and it will Sppear
| in Igurtcg!gmrgg at an early date.
ex ursday, May 2nd the speak
will bo Thaddeuy 8. Fetey b aub)e:::
“The Coming Triumph ;} Labor,’

SOCIALIST DEBATING CLUB

‘‘Resolved, that it is for the best in-
ferest of the working class to accept do-
nations from Carnegie for bul a
home for labor.” Such was the ques-
tion debated Sunday night, April 2lst
at Pythian Castle. It was the result of
a challenge. . Comrade George R.
Thompson object to the article b
Comrade J.J. Noel which ap
two weeks ago denouncing the accep-
tance of any gift from Carnegie. A de-
bate was therefore arranged and, an-
tiipating a lively time, a large crowd
was in attendance,

Comrade Thompson argued that it
was our duty toget power from any
source whatever. That money was
power and if we could get it from our
exploiters it would be better than hav-
ing to weaken ourselves that much,
than draining our own resources. **To
spoil the Egyptians,’” he maintained,
was entirely right and proper and the
working cluss would be fools not to ac-
¢ept donations of much needed funds.
Comrade Noel on the negative show-
ed that the socialist movement was
founded on the class struggle of labor.
In order forit to succeed, therefore, it
must build up a strong, self-reliant,
class-conscious organization Rien de
pendence on wealthy socialist comraf®
tended to weaken the stamina of the
movement and make it parasitic. How
much more, then, he argued, would be
the danger of accepting gifts froman
avowed entmy of the working class.
Gifts would be the fruitful source of
suspicion and ultimately dependence
would weaken and distrust disrupt the
organization which dishonored itself
with blood-mone{ of the enemy. Cor-
rupted and traitorous would be the
workingmens verdics.

Comrade Thompson replied in a ten-
minute rebuttal and a vote was taken.
The vote on the merits of the debaters
gave Thompson 48 and Noel 5. The
vote on the merits of the question was
affirmative 66 negative 49, Several
other comrades then spoke, and the
evening closed with the critics report.

MINUTES GENERAL PARTY
MEETING.

Organizer J. J. Noe called meeting to order in
1 yihiap « astie, 909 Market st. and was elected $0
the chair. Comiade C. H. Ki g Jr. was Jesied
B Cretary.
Rep ri of Headq! rs Co 1
It was moved that the meeting endorse the pro.
Ject 1 rucnrh‘l! headquarters’' on Howard Sreet
and that C C. C. be requested to get it 1eady he-
gln::lng with hdlg y 4 airied. - P
1t was mov: at pr pagands meeting
S. Hall be 3 { d to Head t when
procured. Lust. .
It was moved that Socialist Debating ¢ Jub be
o‘r-n»t;i‘md to Headquarters when p ocured.

Collection was taken to s art fond for furaish-

1 f headquarteis. & 1.05
t was moved that when meeting adjourned it
adjonrn to mvet "luiaday, May at the mew
h. adquarters.
Am nded that al! comrades
m: mbership cards at door for

t prid wp
mittance. (ar
rion.

Organizer 1 structsd to vieit mem collect
dn';u ana procure rpeakers for stree m 3
'he purpose of meetiog of May: Tth is to con-
vider wa s and means of more efiee ive” org wiza-
tion. All des are 1y 10 at-

Fiste nal y

tend.
C. H. Elug, J».

The following Breweries have sigmed
the eight hour agreement with
the Brewery Workmen ;

SAN FRANCISCO

rise Brew fng Co.

Columbia Brewi g Co
JosE

SAN
Esgle aneg.
Gurden Gty Brewery
STO(EK'IC‘?N
E] Dorado Brewin, g
SACRAMENTO
o
PORTLAND
BEeg T S
ASTORIA ORE.
John Rapp's Brewery

VANCOUVER, WASH.

Star Brewery.

Bottlers’ Unicn Bulletin

(Revised Weekly.)
EIGHT-HOUR BOTTLE SHOPS,
Bottling Establishments on the Pa-

cific Coast that work only eight-
hours per day and employ only
union men

SBAN FRANCIECO.

Enterp-iee Fottli g Co, Enter: ri-e Beer
S hrorale " LnK C21 e veer
Lho m nie:
. dencﬂh&u Yoiling Co, Frederickabarg Doer
LOCh! av nf 0 ;
Gambrinns Bott ing Co, Gambrinus beer
Fansier & C , United States beer
Nationa: Bottlli g Co, Natio
National Kott'ine Works Na ional bees
]g{:nger Bottling C1, Wander beer

bt I ros, ‘Ml
John '.l\cohs, Unﬂfg St: tes beer.

S ates beer.
é‘é’n‘;’,miw&'.'.%ﬁfhmm :lnl- bles
PORTLAND, ORE.
Hen . ,ewery. Battling Departmeat.
Gambringe Brew 3y, Bolipg Deparument
ASTORIA. ORE.
John Kopp. Bottiing Departme t
VANCOUVER WABH.
Star Brewery. Bottli g Vepartment.
8AN JORE,

Rudolt tional Beer,
Otto zxéi'}:;’ﬁ‘.;t. Bottling Works.

ks
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