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By Charles Edward Russell

INTERESTS WORKING FOR WAR

Zng U is. of course, useless at any time to try to

R¥ Leat any sense into the heads of the peace ad-
vocates of the Carnegie tribe. They are so
gl utterly obsessed with the belief that they can
Aleez 74 abolish war by eating dinners and talking plati-
@Vél'q ~% tudes that they cannot listen to one word about

NN things as things actually are. But if about
that devoted band of dinner eaters and flub-dub orators there
is one person capable of thinking a little one would imagine that
the present situation in Japan would give him a jar.

That is, supposing that he really cares a rap about the sub-
ject and really believes in peace. This is probably a violent
supposition, but some persons that do not know Carnegie fre-
quently indulge in it.

Here, then, is the way the case stands: :

Japan is day and night preparing for war. With whom? I
don’t know, but not with the Esquimaux, certainly, nor with the
Patagonians.

Just at this juncture comes along what is called the Four
Power Loan and throws the Japanese people into a ferment.

What is the Four Power Loan? It is a device by which the
United States, France, Germany and England joined hands and
compelled China to borrow money that she did not want and did
not need.

One result of this arrangement is that Japan is blocked
in her plans for development and extension in Manchuria, where
the Four Powers become domi:ant and Japan is kicked out.

I don’t know the exact hocus-pocus and web of lies by
which this deal is defended. I guess nobody knows. Perhaps
no defense is needed. There was something valuable left out-
side the iron vault and the international burglars took it.

& Zaz V=SS

Instantly the Japanese press breaks into a clamor of pro-
test. It denounces the whole scheme as fradulent and rntten
(which it certainly is) and fans every day the resentment of the
Japanese people. .

These people have had already too many instances of what
they deem to be the dishonest policy of the Western nations.
The Japanese never forget a grievance. They remember per-
fectly well how Japan was cheated of Port Arthur after the
Chinese war and they have never forgiven the treaty of Ports-
mouth. Now .comes what they think is another wrong forced
upon them and the clamor of the press

24

favor of peace and we can always be sure of the good will of
the Japanese people.

So? Well, you ought to read translations of the current
editorials in some Japanese newspapers if you want to get a
taste of nice, fresh good-will right from the spring.

All this is obvious enough to any man that will for a moment
lift his eyes from his consomme.

But suppose we get down to the heart of the matter, just
for once and enjoy the rare experience of viewing things as
they are.

What on earth are we doing in this mess?
is it of ours? Where did we get in?
like Easter Island. We have no concern in it. It is none of
our affairs. We have no more business to be forcing a loan
on China than we have to be forcing one on Parotonga.

How, then, do we come to be of this second-story and
purch-climbing party?

We come to be of it because our government is directed by
the Morgan-Deutscher Bank-Rothschild combination that now
directs the affairs of the civilized world. This combination
found that its interests demanded that a loan be forced upon
China and a new batch of Chinese securities be issued for use
in the international banking busness.

So the partners pulled the strings on the governments that
each control. The Morgan interests issued their orders to Wash-
ington, the Rothschilds looked after France and England and
the Deutscher Bank (as usual) cared for Germany,

‘ What interest
Manchuria is to us just

*x % %

HE next thing the world knew those four govern-
ments had taken China by the thr %, forced down
the loan, extracted the securities, practically seized
Manchuria, and the Japanese people were being
goaded with a savage resentment. So here is this
sudden and very real threat of war projected upon

{ us from the only source from which modern wars

2 ever irise. That is to say,”from exploitation and

{7593 the control of government in the interst of capital.

The Morgan-Rothschild-Deutscher Bank combina~

ganized greeds come into conflict and the war cloud arises.

Exploitation—and something else. The course of China ex-

change in the last two years has been telling a plain story. That

old-time dumping ground is being fenced off, the unconsumed

surplus is again looming, upon the world of finance, and this

loan (announced to be oni} the beginning of a series) is needful
to keep the machine going.

finds no lack of response.

At the very worst possible time.
Add next the fact that all this agi-
tation is directed against the United

tude specialists want to  consider the

course, they will not consider anything
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tion wants to exploit Manchuria. So does Japan. The two or-

cause of wars, here they have it. Of

States, that the Washington administra-
tion is held to be solely responsible, that
the loan is dubbed throughout Japan “a
dirty Yankee trick,” that the relations
between the countries have long been
strained and I should think that there
was something here that might for a
moment divert the peace society man’s

“attention—even from his dinner.

Tnese fatuouvs and flabby souls have
completely assured us that there is no
danger of friction between Japan and
the United States because Presiclent
Taft (in the intervals of golf) is in
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So if the dinner eaters and plati- 8 -

of the kind. All they will consider is =

whether the chef has done the canvas- e

back right and how great dividends can
be squeezed out of the iron workers of
the Pittsburg district this year. But
possibly those that are not obsessed may

be intterested. iz - this- plain - vecital of
facts, because these things mean trouhlgl

as surely as the world goes around.

Some eminent gentlemen of the ter-
rapin school of thought are pleased to
inform us that there is not the sligitest

danger of war with Japan because en-

lightened public opinion will prevent any
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| such thing. Yes?
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_the contrary,
_that means word of prmt
pirates and urged them with all means in their

- power to kill, maim and burn. And conspicu-

~ous among. the applauding throng of those

days was that %VI eat advocate of peace (be- -
¥

tween nattons) Andrew Carnegle

A LYING JINGO PRESS

e " ELL why? Did Mr. Carnegie and
AV the rest of the hot-air gentry sud-

All the
PR time they were defending this war
t’hey were firm against all other wars. Only
- this war was an exception. This was a just

of peace? Not in the least.

; ‘and reasonable war.

- How did that come about?
~ denly gone mad?
. Not at all-—or at least not any madder
~ than usual. They had been stuifed full of lies
by a controlled press. The rea! origin ‘and
- cause of the war had been so distorted, lied
~about 2nd concealed by the press of the world

HHad they sud-

~ that these niifortunates actunlly believed the

L,{*dreadful Boers had wantonly attacked the
- sacred throne and the holy empire was in

e

hey believed all that rubbish then. They
" would believe it.now.

~ Who controls the world’s press? The same
. powers that control these four governments,
. the same power that dispatches American
troops to uphold the hands of the tyrant of
~ Mexico, the same that involves us in an Ori-
~ental complication no concern of ours. Then

: wbe assured that this same controlled . press

» would be able to lie about and distort and
“ juggle with and conceal the actual trend of
;mnts until a larger part of the public would
: crymg for revenge on Japan, and Mr. Car-
v nche, Lyman Abbott and the rest of the menu

 experts would stand by (at a safe distance)

dly applauding.

If you want to stop war the only way is
abolish the cause of war. Whenever you
d a smug gentleman denouncing war and
upholding the cause of war, pass him up.
e is a fake. And whenever you find another

o

o gntleman denouncing war and yet drawing

dividends from the industrial battle-fields
~where the slaughters and human miseries are

_ fui- worse than in any war, pass him up, also,
id do it expeditiously. He is worse than

About Japan, the cold fact is that we are
~closer to a war with her than we have ever
~ been and the danger is more real. One does
] ;;ot need to take seriously any of the unfor-
_ tunate Hobson’s lurid visions. He goes about
dreammg mad dreams and thinking he sees
gns, battleships and Japanese behind every
sh. There 1s nothing in these imaginings,
- but there is an undeniable peril in the manceu-
.~ yres of Big Business, the acute necessities of
t‘he present system and the continued control
“©: our governnient by international highway-
men
Meantlme, Japan forms a new alliance with
ussia.
. However, why be disturbed about these
“things? The Peace Society is about to hold
_another dinner and that will scatter every
owering cloud. The golf links are in prime
- condition and the White House is about to try
" a new cook. Thcrifor:, a'l‘l is well with us.
I am delighted to learn from my London
rrespondent that the movement grows apace
‘to make the Heroes of Hounsditch a con-
3 'ens {feature of the gracious coronation
vities. My one hope was that these dar-
gallant men. might take»,amprormnent
in the proces: cm.bum land there is

Well, the vilest war in
- modern times, the most atrocious and indefen-
~ sibie, the war that was most clearly a war of

chcered on the

_ THE COMING NATION

a fa!‘ bettel‘ p i

’i.ﬂ‘l# 1dea now is to give a

is to be built at Earlscourt in imi-
) ‘the famous castle of Ferocious An-
chists at No. 100 Sidney Street. 'This is

e attacked by the 1,700 London police-
- that took part in the original engage-
ment; also by the Heroa of the Fire Brigade,
nght ‘Honorable Winston Churchill, the

Greys, the Gordon Highlanders, the

___J,keprodmtzog of the stirring scene of battle.

: Black Watch, the Horse Guards, the ng’s

Own, the Fusxlc.ers, the Prince of Wales’
Own, the Duke of York’s Own, Several Other
Owns, and eighteen detachments of the fa-
mous and 'invincib.lc Royal Artillery, armed
with field guns, siege guns, dum-dum bullets
and 12-inch shells, -

It is felt tuat this exhibition of the prowess
of the British Army against the Ferocious An-
archists will do much to impress the young
mind with a proper feeling of patriotism and
may encourage enlistments in the Boy Scouts
and the Girl’s Rifle clubs.

i

Interest in the Girl's Rifle clubs, one is
pained to learn, is far from wtat it ought to
be. The orxgmal suggestion of the Angelican
Bishop to ‘whom England owes this splendid
arm of defense, was that working girls should
be interested to enlist and be drilled in the
use of the rifle so that when the German In-
vasion comes many Germans can be shot from
scullery windows and the like. Somehow the
working girls have never taken rapturously to
this proposal. This should not be interpreted
to mean that patriotism is on the wane in
Great Britain. Perish the thought. The Out-
look, Dr. Abbott, the American millionaire
and the American society woman can be de-
pended upcn to keep devotion to the throne
up to proper mark.

ST eZESS

IGNORANCE OF SOCIALISM

== see that Mr. Joseph Folk of Missouri
‘x ; is. going about the country uttering
‘s here and there a few earnest words

4R and profound thoughts about Social-

%% ism. Mr. Folk is good enough to
assure us that he is against Socialism. He
has his reasons, too, good man. He is unal-
terably opposed to Socialism because the nced
of the country is for more democracy, not
for less.

Well, we live to learn. I had supposed that
by this time every man allowed at large with-
out a nurse knew that Socialism is pure de-
mocracy and nothing else. but here is a for-
mer governor and present moral teacher an:l
guide that doesn’t know this simple fact about
Socialism nor any other. He couldn’t tell it
from a side of beef.

That will not prevent him {rom prancmg
up and down and airing his views about it.
If he believed Christianity and Shinto to be
identical and Confucius and Mohammed to
mean the same person he would not be lis-
tened to as an authority about religions. But
he can make any preposterous assertion about
Socialism and some persons will believe it.

* k¥ ¥

I am most interested, however, in this phi-
losopher’s remarks about the need of the coun-
try for more democracy. I want to know
about that. I want to kncw how it can be
said to need more of a thing of which it has
never had any.
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A HOLE IN THE LAW

In a large view all things work together
for the good cause and the emancipation of
man.

There is a certain stage we must go through
in which men will try one futile regulation
after another before they come to realize that
to try to regulate a huge fundamental injus-
tice is but to fritter away good time and de-
stroy valuable lives.

Wearepuainzthmghthatstagenow*‘

~court thus obligingly provided.

Sometimes its manifestations rather severely

_try the patience, but I suppose you cannot
_hurry

regulationitis any more than you can
hurry the measles and scarlet fever and croup

~and that like these it i3 1nev1table

No cdoubt at all times it is well to have
object lessons about the regulative device, but
the price of the tuition seems high.

In California at the recent session of the
legislature a law was forced through that pur-
ported to limit the workingman’s day to eight
hours. It was resolutely fought by the em-
ploying class and this opposition brought out
a magnificent response from the awakened
conscience of the state. Socialists, the labor
unions and men and women of radical convic-
tions fought shoulder to shoulder for that
measure.

A delegation of the better classes, repre-
senting in their own sweet® words, “thirty-two
million dollars of capital” went to Sacra-
mento to kill the bill. Only a short time ago
such a demonstration by the masters would
have been viewed with awe. This time the
state only laughed and the millionaires came

.home with the enacted bill thundering at their

heels.

The law was conceived in a fine spirit. It
is (in spirit) a beginning. Ii women must be
industrial slaves it is better that they shouid
be slaves for eight hours a day than for six-
teen.

Good work.
x x %

But now the friends cf the bill make an in-
teresting but not surprising discovery. There
is a hole in it.

The law cays that a woman shall work no
more than eight hours a day—for one em-
ployer. There is nothing to prevent her from
working eight hours a days for one employer
and then eight hours more for another. As
the employers are closely banded it is expected
that this 1s exactly what will be done—or at-
tempted.

Some indignant persons think that the hole
is a joke. Not without reason. There is a
joker in eighty per cent of the legislation; in
99 oer cent if it refers to employment and
corporations. In this case, however, the joker
is not the work of the excellent men that drew
the bill, but of the Supreme Court of the
United States.

That grave and reverend body has actually -
decided that while you cannot limit the hours
of a woman’s work you can limit the hours
of her work for one employer.

I know I shall not be believed and the whcle
thing sounds like foolishness; but such is the .
fact. The Supreme Court, composed of adult
men, has rendered just these findings.

Hence there was no other way to draw the
law ; hence also a beautiful illustration of the
system of government under which we live.

SRR

Already some employers are reporied as
preparing to drive through the hole that the
It is not the
will of the people that there should be any °
such hole; the law is purely their affair and
not the affair of anybody else; but this irre-.
sponsible power at Washmgton reaches over
to California, sets aside the will of the people
and enables the thrifty employers to gouge
profits out of women's lives.

Grand old system.

Sh Ak

I doubt if the thrifty employers will dare
just at this time to go very far in this direc-
tion. Very likely they may later, but just now.
the mood of the people of California is such
that good health and welfare would not seem’
to lie in the direction of very much trick
playing. But there is one thing they will do.
They will assuredly reduce the wages of their:
women employes.

At the present cost of living these wages
are, for the most part, far too low. The in--
evitable result of any reduction will be strikes
because most of the women cannot sustalﬁ'. ;
life on less than they are now receiving.

When the strikes come I hope that these

facts will be lneptdw before the public mind.



and maintain the system under which
he creates wealth for others. In this
f respect one nation is like another; there
R is small choice among them. Sometimes
the name of the thing differs and the
ways by which it is worked; the essence of it re-
mains the same.

Australia and New Zealand are often held up to
us as countries where benevolent government has
so improved the state of the workers that they have
nothing to complain of. Government has enacted
for them reduced hours of work, a weekly half-
holiday, sanitary conditions in the factories, repre-
sentation in the cabinet, methods of arbitrating their
differences with their employers. In New Zealand
government will build houses for them or advance
money to them if they wish to take up land, or try
to find work for them if they lack employment. In
Australia the national government is in control of
the Labor party, which ought, therefore, to be able
to do much for the toilers. And so forth.

Moreover, in.both countries, government has abol-
ished a certain amount of exploitation by conduct-
ing the railroads, telegraphs, telephones and other
public service for the Common Good instead of
handing them over to private plunder. In both
countries, again, government has provided old-age
pensions and some measure of compensation for
injured workingmen.

America a Backward Race

All these things represent solid advantages. So
far as they go they are much better than anything
we do. In all these respects, Australia and New
Zealand are so far ahead of us that we seem by
companson among the backward races oi mankind.

Yet in spite of all these admirable achievements
the same great invisible Power that holds and preys
upon the toilers in America, holds and preys upon
the toilers in Australia and New Zealand none the
less.

For instance:

The present purpose of this Power is to abolish
strikes so that the toilers shall keep at their tasks
without cessation and the flow of profits shall not
be interrupted.

In the United States the object is being attained
through successive court decisions and injunctions,
each going a little farther toward the one goal, each
establishing another pt ecedent upon which courts
may hold that stnkmg is a crime,

We have had in the last twelve months some
very remarkable examples of these progressive de-
cnslons, as where a Michigan Judge decides that a
union may not maintain i*s headquarters lest mem-
bers talk there about pending strikes, or when Judge
Richardson, of Boston, and Judges Goff and Guy, of
New York. successively hold that the object of a
strike is illegal and practically order the strikers
back to their tasks. Any person that has atten-
tively followed these decisions must have been im-
pressed with the fact that ea~h is more drastic than
its predecessor and that the tendency of all court
decisions is to become more oppressive toward labor.

Would Compel Men to Work

We may perceive the same controlling idea in the
prosecutxon of Messrs. Gompers, Mitchell ana Mor-
rison; in the supreme court decision by which the
hm-cott was held to be illegal and the blacklist
legal, in the decisions by which the Danbury hat-
ters were held responsible for damages caused by
a strike; in a lengthening list of judicial decisions
~ad injuactions affecting the nghts of labor

The significance of all these instances is the same.
They mean that men shall not leave their employ-
ment, thut the function of workingmen lS to work,
to create proiits for the masters, to toil in the al-
lotted places a~d keep still. There must be no more
strikes because they disturb the course of profits.
‘The courts, therefore, un¢ rtake to make striking
3 crime that the hand of authority may drive rebel-
lious workers back to their work.

Thnuwhattheeoumevxdeutlymmtodoand

THE COMING NATION,

Lessons from the An’(tiipodles ‘“

THE LABOR PARTY OF AUSTRALIA AND HOW IT FARES IN POLITICAL POLICIES

But exactly what the courts are doing in Amer-
ica the law-making nower has already done by ex-
plicit enactment in Australia and New Zealand. In
both countries laws have been passed that in so
many words make striking a crime. In both coun-

tries men that leave their employment to better their’

condition may for that act be imprisoned. In both
countries those that suggest or aid or abet a strike
are subject to severe penalties.

Under Judge Goff's decision in the cloak makers’
strike in New York last summer an altempt was
made to suppress charitable subscriptions in behalf
of the strikers’ families. We of the radical faith
deemed this an intolerable outrage and vehemently
protested against it. Yet the idea enforced by
Judge Goff's injunction is already a part of the New
Zealand law and would have been carried out there
without the assistunce of a judicial decision.

In the United States the end is achievéd through
the courts; in Australia and New Zealand through
the statutes; in all three countries the Power is
the gainer, the toiler loses. Even when the govern-
ments of Australia and New Zealand have bcen pro-
fessedly friendly to labor, the Power has swayed
them to its will, nevertheless, injustice has multi-
plied and labor has been taught that it must kecp
to its task and be still.

The Right of Trial by Jury

Other points of ccincidence exist that are lilely
to startle anyone that considers them.

In the United States one resuvlt of the scheme of
progressive court decisions is to deprive accused
workmgmen of their constitutional right of trial
by jury. :

That is to say, a judge issues an injunction for-
bidding strikers to picket or to talk to their wives

or to cross an imaginary line in the public highway,

or, as the fashion now is, to continue their strike.
When a workingman is accused of vioiating one of
these injunctions the offense is termed contempt of
court and the prisoner is brought before the same
judge that issued the injunction. This judge con-
stitutes the entire court. The accused has no jury
and if the judge please he can be condemned and
thrown into jail without trial and without evidence.

This to men of any convictions in favor of lib-
erty and justice has always secmed indefens:%!: and
such men have always protested against it.

Yet in this respect again, what the Power has
established in America through judgzes it has estab-
lished in New South Wales by direct enactment.
There the workingman accused of the crime of
striking is tried without a jury and his fate hangs
upon the will of a single judge. ;

If a man strikes he shall have no chance of
escape. That is the idea in both countries. Work-
ers must kicp to their work. That is what they
were made for. If they leave their work, why,
thrust them into jail

For example again:

The greatest of the developed coal mines of
Australia is at Newcastle, New South Wales. The
miners there, like all the miners I have known any-
where, were horribly mistreated. About two years
ago they concluded that they had endrired erough at
the hands of the Coal Combination and they struck.

Their leader was Peter Bowling, of whom you
may have heard. j

One day Bowling was in Sydney and in the even-
ing returned by train to New Castle. He noticed
on the train seventy-five policemen heavily armed
The journey consumed several hours. Whiié it
lasted Bowling repeatedly showed himself at sta-
tions to the policemen, the most of whom kncw
him well. Tley did not molest him. As he stepped
_from the itrain at Newcastle and was welcomed Ly
“hundreds of his followers, the seventy-five armed
policemen in the most ostcntatxot" way rushed up
_and arrested him.

Failure of Plot :

The bipody riot that had been planned and hoped
for was about to break forth, but Bowling and some
other quick-witted men averted it. “Keep still, keep
still!  It's = plant!” they shouted. The ang-y crowd
perceived whai was afoot and refraiocd from vio-

lence. The seventy-five policemen had no chance
to use the revolvers they had drawn, and what
might have been a terrible scene passed without dis-
turbance.

The government might have arrested Bowling in
Sydney, it might have arrested him at any station
between Sydney and Newcastle. It preferred to
arrest him in the very face of his admirers with the
hope that they wouid attempt a rescue and thus pre-
cipitate an outbreak.

Bowling went peaceably to jail. With four others
he was accused of the crime of “aiding and abet-
ting” men that were trying to better their conditions.
Of this horrible offense the accused were found
guilty and sentenced to imprisonment for two years,
In America their crime would have been called con-
tempt of court, but they would have been similarly
tried and found guilty.

I am pleased to scy that partly because of this
performance the New South Wales ministry re-
sponsible for it was overthrown at the next elec-
tion and the Labor party came into power by a
majority of one in the lower housc.

No Relief from Labor Party

But when the Labnr party took control of the
government it repealed none of their tyrannical
laws. It did, indeed, release Bowling and his com-
panions, but it allowed striking to remain a crime
on the statute books and I learned to my bcundless
amazement that it has rno intention of abolishing
that anomaly.

More than that, it seems to purpose that in its
turn it will become the prosecutor of men that leave
their employment.

While I was in Australia a strike occurred among
iron workers at Lithgow. It was a whelly justi-
fiable strike against bad conditions and unkept -
promises. Nevertheless, when I left, the labor gov-
ernment of New South Wales was preparing to
proesecute sixty of the strikers and to put them into
jail for this new-made crime of striking. :

Keep at your work. That is the idea. Keep on -
making profits for the captains of industry. Keep
on or go to jail, for the Power that ordains these
things to its own benefit is strong enough to sw&y
even labor governments.

In one ountry it exercises its will through the_
courts; in another through the statutes and the
adminisiration. I fail tc see any difference.

Human Slavery Aiways the Object

Wherever or by whatever means the principle is
enforced and men must be driven up to their work,
it means human slavery and can mean nmhmz else.

The snug, complacent muddle class patriot of any
country will resent or deny that statement. Nmr-
theless, it is literally true,

If men are not free to choose whether ‘they will
werk or not, if by the threat of imprisonment they
can “e driven to their work, if they can be com-
pelled by the government to aocept terms of emyloy-
ment that they do not like, if it be recognized as a
principle that the function of certain men is to
labor for the profit of hers and they must not
cease so to Jabor, then men so situated are tlearly
as much slaves as any men ever were.

The British Empire with loud acclaim abolished
one form of chattel slavery about eighty years ago.
I know of no comment on human affairs that is
more significant than to find it cnactmg another
form of chattel slavery now,

rog-Marching” Strikes

There has always been in Australia a very sas‘lée
attitude toward strikers. Troops are oiten ordered
vut to suppress strikes and skoot strikers, and aa.
Australian Colonel that ordered his men to shoot at
the legs of strikers and “lay them out” has still a
considerable but by no means a unique place in his-
tory. In the strike of the silver mines at Broken
Hill a few years ago the pohce made conspicuous
use «f a remedy that I believe is still peculiar tc
Aastralia, though it probably will not be svhen it i
sxplained to the police elsewhere. It is called “fr
marching” and consists of seizing a &
erably a leader) by the heels and

oy
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3 %cll at a pohce station. 1t is

hgacelil!% rea t all his attentior

It;‘-"was at tlm smie "'ttri-k"e that ’:,Ha'rr'y‘ ~Holland,
now one of the ablest Socialist leaders of Australia,
‘was arrested for “aiding and abetting” and sen-
tcncedtouong temdttmprhonmm. ‘

Same in Spgtll Africa

Vcry pecuhar ideas on the subject seem to pre-
vail on the Southern Hemisphere. In British South
Africa where a new nation has lately been laun?hcd
with great eclat, striking is a statutory crime, just
as it used to be in Portugal and is now in Spain.
In Fiji the government supplies planters with labor-
ers at so much a drove and catches them and puts
them into jail if they run away from their wretched
pay -and miserable quarters. In New Zealand it
seizes tbe sewing machines of the wives of striking

coal miners. These be tricmphs of civilization, no

doubt, only I should be pleased to know how.

But the greatest of all the lessons to be learned

" from Australia is the reason why the Labor party,
now in contrcl of New South Wales, will not
‘abolish or reform the barbarous anti-strike laws.

It will not do that because it is a political party,

playing for success and power, and to abolish these

laws would lessen its chances of winning elections.

And this is true, notwithstanding the fact that the
Australian Labor party comprises some of the ablest,
most admirable and most unselfish men that any-
where have enlisted in the cause of man. It is true
although the objects of the movement aside from
political success, are most noble and worthy, and it
is true although the party stands in a great measure
for that most desirable end, working class gov-
‘ernment.

" Here then for our instruction are the results of

making political success an object of a proletarian

movement. The instant that is done it is all over
with the proletarian movement and we are dealing,
ducking and dodging on the political field exactly
like the capitalist parties and doomed to the same
facts.

Liberalism G ains Nothing

I can see no advantage in Liberalism, whether it
is called Labor Liberahism or by any other name,
and that view is perfectiy sustained by what is now
going on in Austraiia and New Zealand as well as
in Great Britain,

- In all of these countries the votes of working-

men put the present governments into power, I

am unable to see what the workingmen get out of

these triumphs.

But so far as I can judge the whoie British Em-
pire has gone mad on the subject of parliamentary
politics. I'o carry an election, to win at the polls,
to get somebody mn the government would seem to

" be the grandest obiect of human life. No matter
what we do when we get into it, let us gain an
office. Good men all ahout the worid are obsessed
by this singular mania, but certainly there is a larger
proportion of them in Australia and New Zealand
that. elsewhere.

To form a parliamuntary party, to engage in con-
tests of political skill with other parties, to outwit
and out-maneuver them, to defeat them in an elec-
tion, to make this man or that a governor or prime
minister, to give portfolios to the ambitious, to
gratify the ladies that think their husbands ought
to have plaves, to get control of the machine and
then run it in the same old way, maintaining the
same old frauds, endorsing the same old lies, play-
ing tae same old tricks, toleratiag the same old ex-
ploitations—what possible good lies in all this that
we should bother about it or rejoice in it?

==+ . Only the Few Gain

Some men arc elevated from obscurity to emi-
nence, someone is knighted, someone is graciously
permitted to kiss a kng's hand, somebody's wife
. realizes her social ambitions, somebody gets to be
president of the Local Government Board, somebody
18 allowed to hobnob with a duke or drink tea with
~ an earl, someboly goes in state to a coronation,
somebody wears knee pants and a sword, and the
‘whole infernal system under which men create
‘weaith, but do not possess it, goes on unchecked,
- the infernal system under which the majority of
\ 'nnnkmd hve m misery, dgstitution, drudgery and

o kado not see where this comes in, but it seems

~ to be the situstion in Australia, New Zealand, Great
Britain and eisewhere in the British Empire,
- 1 do not for a morient overlook the fine and
.‘,ﬁghchneteroithcmen that lead the Labor party
ot Australia. I know that most of them have

.ae:ntered Ypon preventmg his nai; from

m mmc NA‘HON

Hons on the gtut eoonomic issue
“everything else. But when the

ne ‘.3 '.Wo{ the political game compels a Labor party
’mcs for many bloda. until he :

to adopt the methods of capitalist parties, and a

&abor Prime Mxmstcr to attend a coronation, what -

shall we think?

i Pcnﬁﬁua Full of Geod Govérnment

And 1 do not overlook the fact that the Labor
party of Australia has given to the country the
most efficient government it has ever had. But
“good government is nothing. Perdition is full of
good government. Pretty ucarly everybody that is
honest and reasonably intelligent can put up a fair

article of good government. Tke true proletarian -

moyement is not concerned that government should
be what the bourgeoisie call “good,” but is con-
cerned that mankind should be emancipated and
have a chance to live. I am unable to see how that
concern is being furthered by anything that is

happening in Australia, New Zealand or Great
Britain,

As to Australia, perhaps it is too soon to judge.
The Labor party has been in full control of the
national government for only a year. In that time
its contribution to the human cause seems to be
that it has prosecuted four trusts. So far these
prosecutions have availed nothing because their final
determination awaits the decision of the highest
court in the land and until that is made the gov-
ernment cannot proceed,

A cynical American might observe that to prose-
cute four trusts is no great matter, for Mr. Taft

has prosecuted about forty with no discernible re-

sults. It is to be noted, however, that the term has
a different meaning in Aastralia. There it is not
deemed wisdom to fine a trust and let it go its way,
men having perceived the kindergarten fact that
every time you fine a corporation you fine the public
that it serves. In Australia there is no time for
such childish folly, but when a trust is successfully
prosecuted it is (o De) abolished and the
government is to assume its functions.
Regulating Monopoly

This the Labor government has proposed to do if
the High Court sustains its contention and if the
people will entrust it with larger powers. There are
those in Australia that say the present powers are
sufficient and that the government can at present put
the trusts our of business if it so desires. There
are also those that say the endorsement of the High
Court need not be waited for. I am willing to.give
charitably the whole benefit of the doubt. Let us
admit that the government’s hands are tied and still
the prosecution of four trusts will not seem a very
great boon ia a country where poverty is very great
and increasing and where the predatory corpora-
tions are as menacing as anywhere on earth.

1 know of no monopoly that is more oppressive,
arbitrary and extortionate than the combination
that hoids in its grip the maritime trade of Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. Five years ago the Labor
party investigatcd this octopus and discovered about
it facts that have hardly been equaled in the history
of the Standard Oil Company or the Southern Pa-
cific Railroad. At that time the remedy was clearly
percelvcd The government could annihilate this
oppression by bmldmg its own steamships, To do
this would require neither a High Court decision
nor enlarged powers from the people. Yet in a
year the Labor government has taken no steps to
this end.

Militarism and Labor

It has, however, managed 'to build an arms fac-
tory, it has spent millions of dollars on other mili-
tary progress and at public expense it has sent a
Prime Minister and eightcen members of Parlia-
ment to grace a coronation puppet show.

These things it has done for reasons, no doubt, of
polmcal expediency. If it were to take a stand
agamst war it would lose votes. If it were to
ignore the puppet show it would offend the mawkish
sentiment of a vast mass of royalists.

Therefore, being in politics and sitting in at the
greasy gawe it compromises vzith its convictions and
deals the cards like the other political gamesters.

1f instead of wasting money on things that are
but expedient or vain it should begin to break the
steamship monopoly it would arouse against it the
most ‘ormidable branch of the great Power that
preys upon its people.

It incurs no such risk, but plays for safety and
success at the polls.

From its victories what does the toiler profit?

All this seems a mwemorable lesson.

If we really cace to see men set free we shall

have to aim much higher than at political success or

party triumph and we must watch with incessant
care lest we fall into the game uf politics, for that
game invariably blinds and bewitches all that play it,

To get into office is nothing; to secure for the
race the blessings of the Co-operative Common-

wealth is everything

 The Fate o smpu

HUMBLE man bowed fawmngly beiore
R Peter at the gate of Heaven. = Peter
looked at him curiously and said: “Tell
§ me why you should be admitted.” The
R Humble Man bowed lower. “I have been
" faithful to my employers,” he said. “I

never grumbled. I never complamed ”

“Did you ever ask for an increase in wages?”
asked Foter.

“No, indeed. I know what a struggle Capital has
to get along. Besides, I feared I would lose my
]Ob »”

“Did you get high wages?” -

“No; oh, no. Some of the malcontents who were
bitter against Capital and attacked its sacrcd rights
got much higher wages than I did. Somehow I
was always overlooked.”

“Did your family suffer?”

“Eh-er. One boy had to.go to work as a half-
timer. His wages were needed in order to get
along. And one girl went to work at fourteen,
and another girl was crippled, so she was a burden—

“Did you always have enough to eat? Always
have a decent house in which to live? Always have
warm clothing?”

“I am sorry we did not; those things cost_money.
But believe me, your reverence, I never rebelled.”

Peter looked at him thoughtfully for a moment,
and then said:

“Man was given intelligence and self-respect. You
exercised neither.. You allowed yourself to be
duped, to be abused, to be robbed, and through that
you allowed your family to be wronged. Your wife
was overworked and underfed. Why, you contempt-
ible mean-spirited wheip—"

The irate saint reached suddenly through the con-
sulting window of the pearly gates and thwacked
the Humble Man such a blow with the golden key
that the Humble Man tumbled headlong down,
down to—

Well, down to where he belonged.—May Day Gar-
land.

The Parable of Another Samaritan

BY BRUCE ROGERS
a2 STOOD on the bank of a swiftly running
I torrent whose turgid flood was white with

{ broken bodies of men, women and chil-
A dren—the industrial derelict, crippled,
aged and shrivelled with toil; the white
slave early old and robbed of beauty; the
factory child with hollow socketed eyeballs and
shrunken beily. Many were dead, some were dying,
and others there were, not yet despairing, but from
whose lips there came an anguished cry.

I reached into the waters and saved many, and
back of me I heard the pulpit and the press of the
unjust man acclaiming loudly that I was a philan-
thropist and a redeemer of men. And I was pleased
with his fulsome plaudit, not seeing that those I
saved passed by the unjust man and came down
again to choke my torrent of sorrows.

And so it came that men called my name blessed,
buat the number of the miserable ever grew, when
a loud voice rudely broke upon the satisted tenor
of my consciousness, saying: “Look zbove you.
Go forth to the source of this wretched river to
where the unjust man has his great machines.” In
great haste I went as the voice had spoken, and I
said to the unjust man and his wolfish mercenaries,
“You skall not longer grind the laughing-eyed in-
nocents into your fearful mills, nor shall you starve
them when the pearly breasts of earth swell and
throb with abundant suck for them all, and you,
sir, shall not feed the beautiful maidens into the
scarlet maw of vice; and you shall no longer bruise
and beat and break and Kkill the bodies of those whe
do the useful and beautiful work of the world.”

I looked again toward the press and the pulpit
cf the unjust man and saw them herding a mob’
which they set upon me, crying, “He preacheth a
strange doctrine.”

Sebnitz in Saxony is the center of the artificial
flower industry. Though for some time premiums
had been offered 1o women who nursed their babies,
the percentage of nursing mothers was only 335, aud
Sebnitz had un infant mortality of 20 per cent. The
city ‘ statute now allows to all women whose own
or family annual income is less than $475 to join
a communal maternity fund by paying 12.5 cents a
month. After twelve months’' membership, the
mother gets, in case of confinement, her savings .
back and a weekly amount of $3.50. After two years
by paying dues this amount increases to $4.50; after
three years to $5.50. In case of twins, $2.50 is
added. In addition mothers get two pints of milk
as long as they nuise their aildren. The city and
a number of charitable employers provide the funds

necessary for this novel munici —
Tor Sucves ipal undertaking.



THE CURSE

“So ye shall not defile the land wherein ye are;
for blood it defileth the land; and the land can-
not be cleansed of the blood that is shed therein,
but by the bloxd of him that shed it—The Fourth
Book of Moses.

————

AHE large room was an anachronism;
tthe little man in the midst of it
horologically correct.

The four walls, straining to the
distant ceiling under a cloak of faded
gray paper in which still twinkled a
few of the bits of gilt that nad once
been a constellation of decorative
stars; the narrow, white surbases;
the thin-pillared, delicately arched doorway, the
deep fireplace aglow with useful brass and wholly
unnecessary Jlogs—all these ;things pertained ‘of
right to a time that had long since
passed and a society that should long
since have followed it. They belonged
to.the period of the claw-footed book-
case on one side and the spindle-legged
table on the other; to the period of the
" severe sconces that reached one from
the walls, of the big mahogany desk
that stood in the center of the old bow-
window. They had been, in a word,
the property of the pale ladies in point-
lace and brocade, of the rigid gentle-
men in buff and blue continentals or
ancient frock-coats and painful stocks,
who now, with waning faces in black-
ening backgrounds, out of the tarnished
frames of the Pickens family portraits,
looked down at the interloper that had
strayed among them.

The interloper was a brief, stocky
man of twenty-five years and complete
maturity. That he was dressed in a suit
of shepherd’s plaid declared his cour-
age: to his determination the powerful
jaw of his clean-shaven face gave ami-
ple testimony, and if his quick blue eyes
wera so sharp as sometimes to be start-
ling, his mop of intractable red hair and
his ready grin were indubitably born of
a spirit that was amiable.

“Like the place?” he said—repeating
a question that had just been put him—
“I think the whole house must smell of
cedar-chests . and lavendar.”

He was addressing a girl whose sup-
ple back, though not ungraciously, was
turned from him—a back too -easily
straight, supporting a head too superbly
placed upon i\s strong shoulders, to be
ungracious even to an interloper,

Without turning, the girl, whose eyes
weare on the garden that stretched green
beyond the open bow-window, answered him.

“I dare say it does,” she said. “Of course I've
never lived anywhcre else sca'cely an’ so I dor’
notice it; but you're right, Mr. Sanborn; its own
time is daid, it's shet it3 doo’ on the present an’ it’s
mummifying here in its own atmosphere.”

Her voice was a tender, low contralto; her ac-
cent not the barbarous twang of the illiterate
southerner, but the liquid accent of the cultivated
south.

Luke Sanborn’s parched New Jiampshire ears
drank of it greedily. He cast a deprecating glance
about him—on all sides the tokens of a departed
splendor.

“You people ére too hard on yourselves,” he
protested. “Yon always do things well--even what
you are plrased to call mummifying.”

Still the girl did not turn to him.

“Think of it,” she said.: “We still dine at
three o’clock in the afternoon. An’' clothes? Well,

we do our duty to religion by putting on our
tightest stays fo’ Sunday. Dor"make out you don’
notice it, suh! In town especially—the <obbled
alleys that we-all used to call streets with the
walls of buildin’s that are jest the withered corpses
of a daid commerce!”

“I declare to you.” lied Sanborn, “that the only
houses I notice over there are the dwelling
houses with their side-entrances that bring you into
a court and leave you with the house-door still
to pass. That's like a foreign country.”

The. straight shoulders shrugged as he looked
at them.

“It's all the foreign country we-all ever see,” she
answered. “Your No'ther’r girls go to Europe
befo’ they're out.”

“Yes, they go abroad for their titles, but they
always come home for their divorces. There's

By Reginald Wright Kauffman

Authorlof “THE HOUSE OF BONDAGE.”

Hustrated by TULA STEVENSON

lar mind associates solely with generaiions of the
protected leisure which passes for gentility. Her
skin was satin-white with the faintest tinge of
pink—you felt that it must have the faint odor of
an old-fashioned rose; her eyes were large brown
pools shot with ripples of flames, and her motth
was the mouth of a child.

“Aboot a marriage, Mr. Sanborn?” she echoed.
“Not aboot my own, I trust, suh.”

Luke flushed.

“I didn’t know you had one in mind,” he told her.
“That’s it; I didn’t; but you see, in the South”—
she smiied—"“that statement o’ yours sounds un-
common like the preface to what we still call a

declarztion.”

Only then did he see that she did not mean it.

“Oh, of" course,” he said, “I knew I had no
chance with you—"

“So you’d come to ask me if i thought
you might have one with Jane Legare?”

-,

N
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Without turning, the girl anscered him.

never any strike in the divorce factory. Down.

here you still believe in marriage, don’t you?”

“Yes. I reckon it's a survival of savage super-
stitton, but we do. QOur laws don’ permit an end
of it on any ground whatever.”

Sanborn coughed.

“Well,” he smiled, “that doesn’t frighten me. It
was about a mcrriage that I came here to ask your
advice, Miss Pickens.

Florida Pickens turned.

Beauty always thinks well of itself, and as often
as not beauty is the effect of this rather than
the cause. In any case, Florida carried herself with
the air of a beauty—and was beautiful. Plentiful
chestnut hair, which the sunlight brushed with
gili, was massed over her broad forehead and
placid, level brows. Her features were of that
deli-ate, sensitive sort which seems to have been
modeled only by a sculptor that loves his work—
features that, though for no real reason, the popu-

Lul.e’s flush deepened. “How did
you guess it?” he demranded,
“Because,” said Florida, with the

slightest possible toss of her hear, “I'm
not quite blind, suh. But it's no use,”

she added. “You can’t have her, Mr.
Sanborn.”
“Why not?” He was bold enough

now—denial always made him bold.
“She's young—

“She’s just my age.”

“And she’s Leen a widow for three
years—"

“There's your trouble, Mr. Sanborn—
or a part of it; she's the widow of one
of our own people an’ the orphan
daughter of another.”

“You ‘mean—Oh, but that's impossi-
ble! Southern girls are marrymg North-
ern men every day.”

“Not our sort of Southern gtrls—-

He bit his lip. “To my sort of North-
ern men?” Half in query, he finished
her uncompletcd thought. “I see. You
mistrust us.” i

“Not that!”

“Yes, you do; you can't heip it° we re
so different. It’s not your fauls, Yo-u ve
lived here for generatinns. You've come
to regard this part of the world as ex-
clusively your own, because a king tbat
never saw it gave it to one of
‘ancestors that never paid for it—I mm
that kindly, but I mean the . Wh
shouldn’t you feel 30? Fos;ﬂ W
dred years your peop werc to
oughly the rulers o
you had the powir oi life aud d
over four-fifths of the lmmau bdngs
that lived on them. And now—- :

He hesitated, but her brow was unruﬂed. She
nodded for him to go on.

“And now,” he said, “a railroad comes along
and gets the right of eminent domain through a
part of your land, and I'm sent here by the road
to hire labor and build this section of our thor-
oughfare. Of course you can't realize that I'm
as much the slave of that road as ever a black
man was the slave of his master; you regard me
as a responsible portion of the power that has
taken something of your own away from you.” (g

The girl put out a soothing hand—a hand very
white and fine.

“I didn’ miean jes' that,” she sajd—*" but perhaps
that’s the trutl, too. An’' anylow,” she more
brightly added, “I hope you soon wil be a respon-
sible po'tion of the St. Augustine aw’ Richmond
road, Mr. Sanborn, fo' I'm sure yo’ desem %o be
one of its biggest officers. Yo' see, we're not so




_“Pil be happy,” said
Florida’s eyes were kind.

“I was only trying to make you see—"she began.
cousin, aren’t you?”

“I know. You're a sort of cousin, ar

“We're all that. But it's distant. My mother

was a Ridgeley, an’ of course Jane Legare is
- Calhoun Ridgeley’s sister.” = , -

“Yes, you do well to mention him. I know he'll
be my chief stumbling-block.” :

“He'll be a stowe-wail, Mr. Sanborn—a stone-
l?ia“‘ fifty feet high. He won't let yo' argue with

m‘li

“Argue with him?” Sanborn’s brows were high.
“l don’t want to argue with him He talks with
his hands. You can never answer the logic of a
man that argues by gesture. He was born long
after the war, but he's thoroughly unreconstructed.
How could he be reconstructed? They tell me his
father ran away at Manassas—the first confederate
in history to turn tail.”

He had meant to anger her, but he only partially
succeeded. Her lips were pressed tight for a mo-
ment, but when she spoke it was with the soft
flow of her previous speech.

“We're not proud of Cal's father,” she said;
“but we don’t hold the father against his son, Mr.
Sanborn. ;

Luke was softened.

"Hiss Pickens,” he asked, “don’t you believe in
heredity ?”

“l ought to; I'm a Southern girl; but I believe
more in environment.”

“Yes, but down here, the way you people live,
environment amounts to heredity; you all grow
up in the environments that made your parents
whatever your parents were. That's the trouble
with Calhoun Ridgeley. You say yourself that his
father wasn’t a good Southerner, and the town-
people say that he had such a temper that he
never hesitated to shoot a slave.”

_“Pll be happy, B pectce Bappiakes £ 1
the reward of mdiomtr-éntl ‘mean to have my

“Look there,” she said simply.

“Cal's father was the sort of man that made
you-all misunderstand slavery.”

“Very well.” lde came closer to her. He spoke
slowly; he was saying what, in spite of his previous
declaration, he had really come to say. “Miss

"Pickens, you have been so good to me since I've

beent in your part cf the world—you and the
Colenel and Mrs. Pickens—that I feel I ought to
tell you something about Calboun R:idgeley.”

The girl drew back. AR

“] don’t see why you should tell me anythin’
aboot him,” she said. .

“Don’t press that point just now,” said San-
born. “I feel I ought to tell you. Good people
will tolerate any weakness in a man so long as he
observe: the conventions, and Ridgeley observes
every convention you've got. But I tell you that
this man has murder in his veins. He was made
familiar with it when he was a boy, and now it's
in him. You know that I always mistrusted him.
I only gave him a job as foreman over one of
our gangs because of you and your people.”

She felt what was coming. She nodded.

“Well, yesterday a negro in a hurry forgot to
say ‘si’ when he spoke to Ridgeley.—~When I
ot there I had to pull Ridgeley away by main
force; he'd already broken the man’s jaw.”

The girl’s brown eyes filled.

“I’m ashamed o' Cal,” she said. “I’m right down
ashamed of him.—But, Mr. Sanborn—"

“Yes?” "

She went to the big desk and opened it. There,
beside the heavy old inkwell, lay a long, thin ma-
hogany case. This the girl unhooked. She threw
back the lid and advanced toward Sanborn with
the case in her outstretched hands.

“Look there,” she said simply.

He looked first at her. Slim, erect, with an in-
finite pathos, a heritage of sad tradition, in her
eyes, and with the open case in her hands, she
reminded Sanborn of the attendant priestesses
sworn to serve at some druidic human sacrifice.

Then he looked at the case. A ray of the declin-
ing sun came in from the garden and fell, blood
red, upon three long shapes of steel—three polished,
blue engines of death, bedded in the faded rose-
colored silk with which the box was lined.

“They belonged to Cal’s father,” she said simply.
“Two of them are duellin’ pistols; the other is an
old Colt revolver—a forty-eight. Mother got them,
after Mr. Ridgeley’s death. She said they oughtn’t
to be in the same house with Cal”

(To be Continued.)

GAG RULE IN THE POSTAL SERVICE

By Urban A. Walter

URBAN A. WALTER.

HE civil service system was a branch
of the American Sugar Refinery Com-
pany, just as the appraiser's division,
the surveyor's department, the collec-
“tor's office and the secret service were
sugar trust adjuncts. The trust’s
; PPPBUS :enty-year career of plunder and ex-
tortion and cheating would have been impossible
had it not controlled the appointment of customs
_ employes and the dismissal of customs employes.
“It opened the doors to thieves and shut out han-
est men. It put its own thieving agents into the
customs service as deliberately and certainly as #
named its office staff at 117 Wall street 5r its force
of refiners.” /
f‘l‘he above remarkable commentary on the United
States civil service appeared in the New York Sus

About three years ago a railway mail clerk
came into my office in Chicago. He had just left

the service, having contracted tubevculosis in the
course of his duties. He had been working for
several years on the “Fast Mail” between New
York and Chicage, a position requiring the most
expert workers in the mail service.

He told me a story of abuses, off defective and
dissase-breeding cars, of official tyranny and
hopeless slavery, of corruption and intimidation
and sacrifice of human life for greed such as
seldom éomes to the ears even of the editor of
a Socialist paper.

He concluded the story by saying that he pro-
pos.d to expose these conditions ard fo start an
agitation that would abolish them. I gave him
what encouragement I could, but it was not much,
for as he left, my feeling was one of sorrow and
pity for this comswmptive clerk, already seeking
another climate as the only hope of prolonging
existence. who was so presumptuous as to hurl
himself almost single-handed against the powers
of the United States novernment and the great
railway systems that direct the postoffice depart-
ment of that government.

Had I known what was to follow I might have

THE STORY OF A FIGHTER---By A. M. Simons

saved my pity for the postal officials and the
railroads, for that clerk was Urban A. Walter,
the writer of the accompanying article, and since
that day he has, largely by virtue of his virile
ben with its fearless and fearful exposures, and
his tireless 1rork as an orgamazer, set in motion
forces that have already gone far toward making
good what I could not but think was an almost
foolish boast.

As the editor of The Harpoon, now published
at Denver, Colo., he has carried on an agitation
tl_lat has driven the postal officials to the defen-
Swe, started a Congressional tnvestigution, that
s certain to result in the thorough orgamization
of the postal employes on class lines, and that
has already brought about the abolition of many
of the abuses that existed three years ago.

In so doing he has brought down upon Fimself
the wrath of the postal Csars. He has Just been
arrested, charged with the identical crime for
which Taft was recently compelled by an aroused
worktpg. class to pardon Fred D. Warren—that
of printing on the outside of an envelope matter
of a “scurrilovs and seditious character.” In his
case this matter consisted of a statement of the
plain fact that the Postmaster General is enfore-
ing the “gag-law” on postal emploves.

during the great sugar frauds expose, scvera! years
ago, It is not the writer’s purpose, here, to inquire
into the motive that actuated Mr. J. F. Morgan to
thus attack the practices of the great Havermeyer
(for far be it from us to insinuate that the former
gentleman would not have directed the sugar trust’s
dostinies quite as masterfully as had the latte'r)..
QOur purpose is only to point out how the civil
service rugulations are calculatel to foster graft
and corruption by enforced silence upon tne hun-
dreds of thousands who toil in the people’s service.

Publicity for the affairs of great corporations and
enterprises, upon which depends to any considera-

ble extent the welfare of the people at large is

grarnally becoming a text for those who seek office

at the hands of the people; it has long since been

an acade:pically accepted economic dcetrine.

Tht_: rgx!wa):s, the express companies, tks great
con.zbmatnons in industry, because of t}’\e rglatio
which they ho[d to the well-being of the people .
large, possess incalculable powers to injure: l;: .
the cry has been for Federal inspection and rcnce
lation.” Into the light with them is a demand Lo s
each year with increasing persistency. e

None, save those impelled by self-interest, con-

tradict the necessity for more light, more regula-



tion—a closer insight on the part of the people into

the affairs of the great utilities and enterprises,

Yet, paradoxical as it may seem, the very arm
with which the people hope to accomplish reforms
in semi-public enterprises—the departments of the
Federal government—are permitted to disregard
this doctrine. o SR :

Public officiale, whose sole work is supposed to
be in the service of the people, are permitted to
enclose themselves within the steel shells of their
bureaus and shut out every last ray of light—on the
flimsy plea that the people’s busincss can be best
carried on in the dark. :

Here have occurred the most colossal frauds of
the century; and here in the people’s service, the
doctrine of suppression—the Gog-Rule of the civil
service has come to be supreme.

On the 318t day of January, 1902, there was issued
from the White House, by its occupant at that time
—Theodore Roosevelt—an executive order which
attracted little comment in the press, but which,
with its subsequent amplifications, was destined to
remove the eutire workings of our vast civil ser-
vice, with its hundreds of thousands of employes,
beyond the prying eyes of the people.

The original order, issued by the Proprietor of
the Square Deal, prohibits all civil service em-
pléyes, directly or indirectly, individually or through
associations, to influence or attempt to influence any
legislation whatsoever pertaining to their own wel-
fare, either before Congress or its committees, or
in any way- save through the heads of their de-
partments—where every attempt that has ever been
made by the workers to abolish the many existing
abuses and to get a hearing for the ren.edial legis-
lation so vitally needed, has been pigeon-holed.

It should be observed that this abrogation of the
right of petition is an encroachment on the Bill of
Rights contained in the first ten amendments to the
Constitution. Article I, of the amendments referred
to, provides that Congress “shall make no law”
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press,
or the freedom of religious belief, or restricting the
right of petition to Comfigress. .

It will be "argued by some
made no such restrictive > that ‘this is merely
an executi aintain proper discipline
in the service. But the writer is constrained to
ask, how can Congress, since it possesses not itself
the power to divest any citizen of these rights, dele-
gate this power to department chiefs through the
civil service act.

Section 161 (R. S. U. S.) authorizes the head of
each department to prescrive regulations “not in-
consistent with iaw. for the conduct of its officers
and clerks. . . . The Constitution is the basic
law. Can there be any doubt that this executive
order is repugnant to it?

Further, if the rights of a bureau chief tc thus
abridge the meaning of the Constitution as applied
to civil service workers is granted, then by what
course of logic can one escape the conclusion that
the question of a worker’s religious belief is above
interference? Article I, referred to, places no more
stress on the sanctity of this right than on the one
which has already been violated by a chief execu-
tive on the pretext of enforcing discipline.

This order has effectually cut off all direct ap-
peal on the ‘part of the civil service worker to Con-
gress.

His petition for redress of grievances, for amel-
ioration of any unjust conditions under which he
toils, for increase of salary—all must be forwarded
through the “proper channels,” his chief’s office.

How this scheme works out in all cases wherein
the chief of a burean is tainted with the sin against
which his subordinates complain, needs no extensive
comment, ' '

The justification of this violation of the Constitr.-
tion, as said above, was an effcient disciplined ser-
vice; further, it was pointed out that the civil ser-
vice worker (who receives upwards of fifty dollars
per month) woald corrupt Congress in the interests
of higher salaries. He would maintain a pernicious
lobby at the capitol ! :

In the light of recent evuats, the mere fact that
 Congress permitted the civil scivice worker to be
shoned from Washington during its s.s2ions, and
that it has seemingly never mssed his presence
during these ten years, may be taken as the meas-
are of the “pork barrel”. maintained, Legislators
de not kill the goose that lays the golden egg.

Eut even this feeble argument aoes not apply in
the case of the numerous orders prohibiting civil
service employes from appealing to the public.

The various amplifications of the original Gag-
Rule now restrain civil service employes, (a) from
_in any way publicly criticising their superior offi-
cials, it being assumed thai the officials, having
" naught hut the public weal at heart, will never do
anything contrary to the people’s interests; (b)
from giving to the newspapers any information
relating to the people’s service that might be dis-

" Depar

tasteful to the bureau chiefs; (c) from expressing

themselves on any moral, ethical or economic sub-
ject which can be given a remote political signifi-
cance because it chances to be occupying the public
mind or is a matter of contention between political

‘parties.

Thus every avenue of protest is cut off. The
cost of living may soar; but the civil service work-
ers dare not appeal to Congress for commensurate
increases in salaries. Their superior officials are
supposed to interest themselves in these matters.
This theory is based on the doubtful proposition
that the crowd at Washington are not so busy
grabbing salary for themselves that they cannot look
after the just interests of the men who draw up-
wards of $50 per month.

These are, in brief, a summary of the “Gag”
orders at present enforced. But to bolster them
up and facilitate their operation in delicate situa-
tions, it was found necessary to remodel civil ser-
vice rule XII, which governs removals from the
service.

This rule formerly provided that no removal shall
be made from the classified service, except for rea-
sons given in writing; and the person sought to be
removed shall have notice and be furnished a copy
of such reasons, and be allowed a reasonable time
for personally answering the same in woriting. Copy
of such reasons, notice and answer, and of the order
of removal shall be made a part of the records of
the proper department or office.

This rule was based upon the old-fashioned prin-
ciple that every man has a right to a hearing before
judgment is passed upon him. It stood for justice
as between the people and the people's servants;
and it evidenced the fact that the great public
service was still considered to be the business of
the people—not of the high officials in charge.

On October 17, 1905, Theodore Roosevelt pro-
mulgated the following order from the White
House: -

When the Presider
5 solisfied that an off:
¢ classified service is inefficient or 1
that the public service will be materially
by his remowal, such removal may be made
OUT HEARING; but the cause of removal
be stated in writing and filed. When misconductNs
committed in the view and presemce of the Presi-
dent or Head of an Executive Department, removal
may be made swmmarily and no statement of rea-
sons need be filed.

This rule had a most salutary effect upon the
men in the service. It proved to be an efficient
prop of the “Gag.” Henceforth there would be but
little peswering one’s immediate superior with com-
plaints. That sort of thing had become suicidal.
The “kicker,” never too numerous, was no longer
heard from officially. Nothing that could be borne
at all was dragged into the notice of the little god.

Hence it is not surprising tliat when the present
postmaster general found himself in possession of
such weapons of suppression, he determined that it
would be far easier to reduce the annual postal
deficit by encroachments upon the workers who are
bound hand and foot, than by investigation of the
(to him most doubtful) subject of excess mail
transportation pay.

In what branch of industry employing organized
labor would the operators dare by simple proclama-
tion increase the hours of toil by from 15 to 30
per cent? Yet that is exactly what Mr. Hitchcock

of an Executive
r employe in
pable and
iiproved

did in December, of last year, in the railway mail -

service.

Probably no branch in the entire civil service is
so thoroughly “gagged” as is the railway muil ser-
vice. The reason for this is at once apparent when
it is remembered that in this sccvice the workers
are continually in contact with the railway com-
panies. Salaried by the government, the railway
mail clerks work in cars owned and operated by the
railway companies. It was, therefore, natural that
many of the things complained of in this service
were abuses chargeable directly to the companies.

But the postal officials were quick to apply the
remedy. The ‘“railway gag” prohibits mail clerks
from making any mention, in speech or in the public
prints, of the acts or omissions of the railway cum-
panies affecting the postal service.

It is not at all remarkable that, with this protec-
tion, the public has until recently known nothing of
the generally unfit equipment used in the service,
for which fifty-five millions are annually appro-
priated to the railway companies. Clerks are espe-
ially prohibited from making any public reference
to the circumstances surrounding, or the causes
leading up to, any, railway wreck in which they

might be o- which they might view.

It was, therefore, to be expected that when the
revolt against the “Gag” should finally break out,
thie branch of the service would be the scee of
the conflict. _ ;

For a year and 2 half prior to Mr. Hitchcock’s
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famous “take up the slack” orders, issued in Decem-

ber of last year, the writer had been agitating
revolt against these ropressive crders zmong they
clerks in the railway mail service, of whom therel
are 16,000. The agitation had Leen carried on
through the medium of a monthly paper, The Har-
poon. How general is the dissatisfaction against
the present order of things is indicated quite accu-
rately by the fact that of these 16,000 men, the
names of 12,000 are cn The Harpoon subscription
list—and this in spite of the fact every method of
intimidation has been practiced by the officials to
prevent the circulation of the paper, culminating in
the arrest of the writer early in March on the
charge of having defamed the c(haracter of the
president and the postmaster general by charging
them, in matter printed on the outside of envelopes
deposited for mailing, with enforcing these “Gag”
methods. Since none can deny the truth of the
charges made, it would seem that the action of
the federal officials in arresting the writer was a
plain admissior. that some of their official doings
are of so dark a nature that, when published on
the outside of an envelope, they become “defama-
tory matter.”

But already prior to this arrest, the revolt in the
railway mail service, which in some sections ap-
proached a condition of strike, had forced Mr.
Hitchcock to promise a modification of his “econ-
omy” orders which had been enforced to “take up
slack where there was no slack.” ’

This taste of victory spurred the men on to fur-
their efforts. Having won in the first big clash, they
refused to lay down their arms and depend vpon
Mr. Hitchcock’s promises entirely. They began to
forin a brotherhood and to unionize under the
American Federation of Labor.

This has precipitated another clash with the de-
partment, and what the result will be, will for
many years determine the status of the civil service
worker in relation to those guaranteed rights which
go to make up American citizenship.

The struggle has now been transferred to the
committee rooms and the halls of Congress, where
a number of bills are pending, which, if enacted into
law, will destroy the pernicious doctrine of Gag-
Rule in the civil service.

At the present time, the chances for
ment of such a bill are so good th
n fit to publicly denoun
ireedom Vit scrvice.

While declaring his belief that the civil service
employes have no right to unionize, the president
is, nevertheless, unwilling to rescind his own offi-
cial re-enunciation of the dogtrine that civil service
employes shall not have even the right to petition
Congress.

enact-
r. Taft has
11s movement for

The ‘““Harpoon’

Edwin Morris in Pearson’s Magazine,
“The Harpoon,” said Victor Murdock, a Kansas
Congressman, “has madc the greatest newspaper
campaign of the kind that has been made in forty

years.”
* %X %

I don’t know who its editor is. I only know his
name. His name is Urban A. Walter. Postoffice
Department officials dismiss him with the conterapt-
uous statement- that he 1s a “discharged postal em-
ploye” Maybe so. Certairly, if be ever were con-
nected with the Postoffice Depurtment, it ought to.
be so. Tkis man has too much brains and too much
energy to work safely under the dull, ponderous,
high-class political heelers“who so often officiate
briefly as postmasters general. To have kept him:
on the roll might have provoked him to a breach of

the peace. Thz Harpoon reveals him to be a man -

of action. Its pages are swirling with the pictured
and written story of departmental subserviency to
the railroads, treason to its own employes, and gen-
eral disinclination to get down to brass tacks and
do business. In one issue four pages of pictures
of wrecked pine mail cars told the. story of the
manner in which the railroads, with the permission
or at least the acquiescence of the department, risked
the lives of postal clerks, rather than buy steel cars

or obstruct the view from the observation cars by

putting the pine death-traps at the end. Another
issue had four pages of pictures of stalled mails.
The night before the postoffice appropriation bill
came up in Congress, the editor sent 20,000 words
of teleyrams to congressmen—not franked messages,
mind you, but preoaid. And he got something for
his money, too. Congress ordered that the g ing
of postal clerks in pine cars may go on cnly un
July 1, 1916, and that after Jure 30, 1911, pine m:
cars, if they are run with steel passenger cars, must
be at the rear. The railroads will also be required
to clean up their indecent cars and and so equij
them that *hey can be kept clean. But the ques-

tions of overwork, under-payment, and right to
belong to labor organizations remain unsettled
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R. LLOYD GEORGE, the Liberal
Chancellor of the Exchequer, has an-
1AV f nounced to a startled world in the
S lead British House of Commons what can
‘ ' only be regarded as a tremendous step
¥ in the direction of Socialism. I refer
, *= to his National Insurance Bill against
sickness and unemployment, which marks a new
era in its recognition that neither the one nor the
other are inevitable “Acts of God,” but have to be
provided against collectively.

Under this bill no fewer than 14,700,000 policies
against sickness and 2,400,000 policies for unem-
ployment are contemplated, and before it comes into
force in May, 1012, it will be thrashed out and
turned ‘over, and may assume a somewhat different
complexion before it comes into operation.

24,500,000 Pounds Required!

The money to be raised during the first. year,
commencing May, 1012, is to be £24,500,000, of which
the State contributes £2,500,000.

The following are the proportions in.which con-
tributions are to be made for the sickness insurance:

Worker, 4d a week (women, 3d), employer, 3d,
and state, 2d. * '

In cases where the daily wage falls below 2s 6d.
the worker’s weekly payment will be 3d; below 2s,
2d, and below 1s 6d, 1d.

All these payments are compulsory.

There is also a veluntary form of sick insurance
which will be open to small tradesmen, men without
definite employers, or who, after employment, are
now at work for themselves. Persons under 45
years of age are eligible to join on payment of
rates imposed under a compulsory scheme, with ad-
dition of employer’s contribution.

The money to be raised for Sickness Insurance
will be as follows:

From workmen's payments ..... £11,000,000
From employers’ payments...... 0,000,000
From the State payments..... .o 1,742,000

£21,742,000

Amongst the benefits assured to the men and
women who come under the scheme of sickness are:

‘Medical relief to all insured.

Weekly allowance for first three months of ill-

ness: 10s for men, 7s 6d for women; 55 for subse-

quent three months.

A weekly allewance for permanent disablement
of 5s to men and women.

Consumption sanatoria are to be established
throughout the countty, at a cost of £1,500,000.

‘An allowance of 30s will be paid in each case of
maternity, provided the mother does not return to
work within four weeks.

o Maternity as a Profession

There can be no doubt that perhaps the most im-
portant clause of the Sickness Insurance part of
“the bill is the first recognition by the State of
maternity as a profession—one that is as much to
be honored as that of the doctor, the lawyer or the
soldier. This is the thin edge of a wedge which
may be driven home with extraordinary results to
the status of the physique of the race—and, inci-
‘dentally, to the pockets of the wealthy. On the
other hand, it is not at all clear why women, when
disabled, are only allowed 7s 6d a week as opposed
to 108 for men—out this is probabiy some of the
usual cloudy reasoning of tiz powers,that be.

It is very essential to differentiate between this
British bill and the scheme at present in force in
the Fatherland. In the British measure the tax-
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By Desmond Shaw

British Correspondent ComiNeg NATION,

payer is forced to contribute towards providing the

necessarv money, whereas in the German schere
only the employer and the employe contribute. Fur-
ther, in an interview with Mr. Lloyd George, which
has just appeared, he states that the clerk will be
inclirded in the provisions cof the bill, whereas in
Germany they are only just thinking about it. It
is obvious that the Chancellor has borrowed largely
from the German measure, but, probably under the
influence of Labor party pressure, he has intro-
duced more generous clauses.

The Domestic, the Shop Girl and the Typist

It is also interesting to note that the Domest:-
Servant, the Typist, and the Shop Girl are included,
and provision will, it is hoped, ultimately be made
for the inclusion of the hawker, the charwoman
and the shoeblack, who, for cbvious reasons, will
have to be specially catered for, as they are not
employed by anybody in particular, and, unless they
can themselves pay the employer’s 3d, they will
not benefit at present. ’

The exceptions from the compulsory Sickness
scheme include soldiers and sailors (for whom
special provision will ultimately be made), teachers,
crown servants, municipal seryants, commission
agents employed by more than one person, and
casual laborers not ecngaged in employers’ own
business. }

Other interesting points in the Sickness Insurance
plan is that the minimum age for its operation is
16 years, and the maximum 65 (when old-age pen-
sions come into force). No person can obtain an
ordinary allowance within six months. or permanent
disablement allowance within two yeurs, the allow-
ance being dependent upon the patient obeying the
doctor’s orders. A lapse of payment through un-
employmant is allowed for three weeks in a year,
but after that a proportionate reduction of benefit
is the result.

The machinery for distribution is that of the ap-
proved friendly.societies now in existence.

The Doctor and the State

It is impossible to enter into the thousand and
one ramifications which will proceed from this bill,
but it may be noted in passing that at one leap the
doctors of Great Britain, who are in many cases
the most wretchedly underpaid professional men in
the community, will have a new outlet for their
energies under this bill, and at a living wage. The
medical profession will for the first time be defi-
nitely enlisted in the fight against disease by the
State, and when it is remembered that no less than
£1,000,000 per annum is to be allowed under the
bill for fighting consumption, some idea will be
gained of the possibilities before the doctors.

Also, as a typical case, one may instance the ex-
ample of a domestic servant who marries young.
When she marries she will drop her contributions
and ‘ease to receive sick benefits—unless her hus-
band is insured, in which case she would, when
occasion arose, receive the maternity allowance.
Now supposing she becomes a widow, at whatever
age, and resumes work, she can instantly resume
her contributions at exactly the same rate as when
a young woman, and receive the same benefits.
That applies also to the typist, the shop girl, the
waitress, the Lancashire factory girl, and so on.

Mr. Lloyd George Limself has confirmed this view
of the operation of the bill.

Insurance Against Unemployment

Comung now to the part of the scheme which
deals with Insurance against Unemployment.

In the first place, it must be remembered that this
insurance only applics to the Engineering and Build-
ing trades, but it is the beginning of other schemes
which will ultimately doubtless embrace all trades.

nglish National
Insurance Scheme
R
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Under this part of the scheme the following
ainounts have to be raised:

From workmen ........... Vo £1,100,000
From employers ............. .+« 900,000
From the State ....vvvviveseasves * 750,000

£2,750,000

The workmen are to pay 2%d per week, the
employers 2%d and the State to contribute one-
quarter of the cost.

The out-of-work allowance is to be 7s per week
for 15 weeks, no man to draw more than one week’s
pay for five weeks’ contribution, and there is to

Mr. Lloyd George and the attorney ycneral on way
to the House of Commons,

be no payment for the first week’s employment.

An important clause is that which prevents any
payment to the men for strikes or lock-outs, and
another clause of equal importance is that which
empowers the trade unions to claim repayment of
unemployed beneats paid by them.

The number of people to be affected hy the who'e
of the National Insurance Bill will be—for Sick
Insurance, 14,700,000; Unemployment -Insurance,
2.400,000; total, 17,100,000.

For the distribution under the Sickness Insurance

‘scheme, the Labor Exchanges, which lLave proved

such lamentable failures, will be utilized, as they
have served the one good purpose of calling the"
necessary machinery into operation.

Now I want to give the readers of the Coming
NaTioN some idea of the astounding innowvations
which will be brought-about by the bill.

The Devil and the Deep Sea

In the first place, the bill is pretty certain to be-
come law, because both the Liberals and Tories are
between the devil and the deep sea. The bill has
been introduced by the Liberals as a bid for the
popular vote, whilst the Tories would see it to the
cevil before they would give their assent i it
were not for the fact that they are afraid to face
the music. This is why Mr. Balfour blessed it in
company with the reactionary Austen Chamberlain,
and all the others of the Tory gang.

.The next point of interest is that the bill may in-
directly reduce the age of Old Age Pensions from

(Continued on Page Nine, Third Column.)
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Author of “Old Home Folks,” “The Cop on the Corner,” etc.
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HEN any old Uncle Billy Hard-
head admits: “Oh, well, we all
know that there’s a big change
| coming,” I shouldn’t dispute the

® matter with him; I shouldn’t

out-and-out be guilty of the
heresy of Hymenzus and Phile-
- tus who say that the resurrec-
tion is past already. It isn’t past; it hasn't fully
come yet. There are some very important affairs
still remaining to be transacted. One of these, I
should say, was passing appropriate resolutions, like
the following:

“Whereas, The Big Change has come for all
practical purposes, and

“W hereas, We shall have to acknowledge the corn
sooner or later, anyhow, therefore be it

“Resorvep, That the Big Change has come, and
we govern ourselves accordingly.”

1 do-tiot hold these up as model resolutions at
all. I’m a literary man by trade, and, as such, ac-
customed to having my stuff printed and read, in-
stead of being “spread upon the minutes,” and en-
grossed in fancy handwriting with all kinds of
querlycues to it, framed and hung up to catch the
dust but never read.

There are more things to be done before we shall
feel satisfied that the Big Change is here in all its
fullness, but if the American people should adopt
resolutions to this effect, a good many of us
would feel satisfied to go right home to glory, then
and there.

It does seem as if Hymenzus and Philetus could
easily have proved to the people of their time that
the resurrection was past already if so surprising
a thing had actually happened, and yet I don't
know about that either. You hear people saying ev-
ery day: “It always has been this way and it al-
ways will be this way.” And yet right before their
eyes is the plain proof that never in the world’s
history before has it been thi§ way, and never again
in the world’s history will it be this way. Never
before were flying machines invented. Never again
will flying machines be invented. New kinds of
flying machines may be invented, altogether differ-
ent in principle from the aeroplanes now in use
but this particrlar event which we now witness is
once and for all

And this one particular event is not a solitary in-
stance, standing all by itself. It is one instance out
of an innumerable host of instances where the peo-
ple of this age perform as a matter of course what
in any other age of the world would have been re-
garded as a miracle.

in one of the stories in the Arabian Nights, the
fairy Peri Banou gives to the young prince a carpet
which can transport a person instantly to wherever
he wishes to be, an ivory tube through which he can
look at whatever he wislies to see, and an apple,
which by its-mere smell, cures all diseases. Now this
is a whopper ; meant tq be a whopper. But if we con-
sider that the true interpretation of the carpet is that
it is the carpet on the floor of a Pullman car, and the
ivory tube is a telescope, and that the apple is,
figuratively speaking, chloroform, which smells a
good deal like rotten apples, anc if it does not cure
diseases, stops pain, we shall see that what was a
whopper in the days when .the Arabian Nights
stories were invented is pretty near the plain truth
today. A very good argument could be put up
by those who know how to do such things for the
plenary inspiration of the Arabian Nights’ Enter-
tainment. A prophecy that will hit as many points
at one whack as these three is doing pretty well in
the prophecy line.

I have people singing for me here on Long Is-
land that have never been away from the Old
Country; I know their veices so well, and their lit-
tle tricks and mannerisms, that I should recognize
them if I heard the real living singers, and isn’t

that a miracle? Did that ever happen hefore in the .

world? T have seen processions go by, and watched
the horses switch their tails, and yet T never was

Y

where thosc processions passed. I have seen King
Alphonso move his lips in talk, and blow out cigar-
ette smoke, and yet I never was within a thousand
miles of Alphonso in the flesh. It doesn’t surprise
you to hear me tell of such things; in fact, your
wonder is that I should tell of what is so well-
known. Yet a couple of hundred years ago, a hun-
dred years ago—yes, twenty-five years ago, I should
have been thought a liar if T had spun such yarns.
And yet people are forever telling you: “It's al-
ways been this way, and it always will be this
way.” It beats all. It certainly does beat all,

Uncle Billy Hardhead, who will not and cannot
see Socialism {.r a minute, knows that, in his own
day and time, processes and methods that had been
in use ever since the human race first came down
out of the tree-limhs. have been teetotally done
away with. Gone! When he was a little boy te
wrote with a quill pen. Wasn't any other way fo
write. Uncle Billy hasn’t even seen a quill pen in
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Resolved that the Big Chomge has come.

the Lord knows when. 1 don’t think I cver had one
in my fingers—yes, did, too. Once. I remember
that the foolish thing squeaked when 1 wrote with
it. But have you ever scen a quill pen?

When Uncle Billy Hardhead was a boy everything
he stood in was made by his ma, except his shoes,
and those his pa made.’ What woman under forty
years of age has ever so much as had her foot on
the treadle of a spinning-wheel? What womzr. un-
der forty years of age world know a pair of woal-
cards if she saw ther or ever so much as yot sight
of the hani-loon that used to thump in every
home? What ‘athe, koows the first thing abont
making a pair of shoes or evea, if that is his trade,
has made a wholz pair of shoes? Notice that. If
shoemaking is his trade he has never made a whole
pair of shoes!

Everything they had outside them or inside them,
when Uncle Billy Hardhead was a boy, was hom -
grown, and home-made, except sugar, and coffee,
and tea, and indigo, and a few other little luxucies
that couldn’t be raised in their climate. Nowadaye,
there isn’t one thing, not one blessed thing, that the

0 0

BIG CHANG

" wife? That was his

Illustrated by Horace Taylor.

family does bring forth at home. The women even

go to the maternity hospital when their time comes

because that's so much more convenient. :
1f not in Uncle Billy Hardhead's boyhood days.

at least in those of his daddy, the home was the

social unit, as the sovereign state was the political

unit, and there was only the frailest and flimsiest

confederacy between

the homes for mu-

tual defense against

the Indians and for

commerce. What

went on inside those

homes? None of

your business. Did 5

the hushand lick his

concern, not yours,
and you'd do well
to keep out. Did
he let his children
grow up in igno-
rance? Was he
mean to them? Did
he have a doctor -
for them when they ADE BY,
were sick? What'i HIS MA
it to you? They

were his children,

not yours.

A  man’s house
was his castle, in-
violable. He was
boss there. If his
woman could not
endure his deviltry,
and ran away from
him, he could go and
fetch her back. Divorce? Why, man alive, would
you destroy the sanctity of the marriage tie? It
would be a pretty how-d’ye-do, if after a man had
picked out a likely woman to cook his victuals, and
make his clothes, and wash and iron, and hake, and
scrub, and supply him with laborers as fass as she
could, and he was depending on her—it would be a
fine thing if she should be allowed to pick up and
leave just because she didn’t like it if he corrected
her! Divorce? Why, I'm surprised at you!

The resolutions I gave at the head of this install-
ment have been passed so far as the women and
the children are concerncd. A man's house is his
castle, eh? Well, let him lay heavy hand on his
wife, and see whethcr it is or not. Let him mal-
treat the children, or fail to send them to school, or :
neglect them when sizk, and see whether it is or
not. Let his house have scavlet fever in it, and see
whether the home is the social unit or not. R

In Uncle Billy Havdhead’s boyhood, everything
was not only made at home but made by hand-—
but that'll have to go over till next week. =

< MADE BY
HIS PA,

Everything made by his ma, €2~
cept nis shoes, i

The English National Insurance Scheme

(Concluded from Page VMyM.) 4

70 to 65 years of age, as the wily Chancellor, with
the public in his eye, has stated that the surplus
which it is hoped will accumulate miay be used
fifteen years, hence in either lowering the age for
old-age pensions or increasing the present pensions.

Then there is balm in Cilead, for the wealthy

bloodsuckers of enployers will be pretty hard hit, :
though not so hard as is desirable, by their com=
pulsory contributions. For instance, Lord Furness,

of the great Barrow-in-Furness ship-building hrm. :

stated that in the case of one of his firms. alone
its contributions would amount to £166 a week,

- Harland and Wolfi. the great Bedfast ship-\wilders,
say that the proposal will cost their firm £:2,500 a. .

year, whilst all over the country the employers are
squealing to th- tune of anything from £500 to.
£20,000 a year. (G e R b S e

Revolutions ncv’_(r go backwud ; g0




Theso children are caryging home londs of
coats for their to work on.

HE National Consum-
ers’ League Dbelieves
} that the six million
wage-working women
in the United States
are in many ways
oo s ¥ earning their bread un-
der greater difficulties than the
men wage slaves endure.

The shirt waist strike two years

=

4 group of flower and corset-cover makers.

'e:]lp |

v Grace Potter

This woman and three girils, under thirteen,
make flowers in their basement. home.

AN

One half-holiday each week dur-
ing two summers months -at least
Vacation of not less than one
week, with pay, during summer.
All overtime compensated for.
Wages paid and premises closed
for the seven principal holidays,
Thanksgiving, Christmas, New
Year’s, Washington’s Birthday,

ago and the present strike of the
box makers in New York illustrate 3
one of the handicaps women suffcrf/m-ver/
move they made in the progress of their battle,‘.?hc
shirt-waist strikers were hauled into police court.
They were often treated bruially by policemen,
they were thrust into cells, they were fined, they
were imprisaned. They suffered as no men strikers
ever have in ‘New York. The police were not de-
terred from unjust action against these young
women- by the thought of the way they might vote
at the next election, because women have no vote.

Woman’s inferior physical strength, her maternal
cares, her need to give attention to her home the
.while she is a wage earner, all are handicaps, too.

The Nauonal Consumers’ League is trying to
-make conditions better for working women because
she is so handicapped. Incidentally they are making
conditions better for men in many places. :

It was over twenty years ago that the Consum-
¢rs’ League was started in New York City. It has
spread to many states and many countries since
then and it is still spreading. It has two definite
aims:

1. To abolish the sweating system.

2. To extend among all mercantile establish-
ments commendable conditions,

These are the means taken to accomplish such
ends:

1. The Consumers’ League Label.
2. The White List of Fair Houses.

Started when the boycott and the blacklist were
in the lusty power of their youth, the Consumeis’
League passed them both by in their choice of
weapons.

“We will put our label upon goods made under
. right conditions,” they said. “We will ask all
members of the league and friends of labor to look
for this label when they buy.” Thus was the Con-
sumers’ League Label born.

“We will make a list of z!l retail stores where
_ things are sold under proper selling. conditions,”
they said. “We will ask all our members to do
their buying at stores on this list and we will ask
all friends of labor to do the same” Thus was

the White List born.
~Society people, men aud women, professional peo-
p'c and wage workers belong to The Consumers’
League. Among the office » of the league are tound
the presidents of Yale, Wellesley, Mount Holyoke
and Vassar, professors from Harvard, Colurabia,
Cornell, Chicago, Michigan, Wisconsin, Oberlin and
California. -

‘Did you ever hear of a report from an investigat-
ing committee of any philanthropic society being
used by a current magazine as a paid articler Nof?
Well that is just what has happened to a report in
this society. Or, rather, the report has been run
as a series of mzicles. Sue Ainslee Clark and Edith
Wiyatt, investigating “conditions for The Consum-
ers’ League, wrote their ieport giving literal per-

- soual stories of the way working girls live. Mc-
Clure’s published the report in six diffgrent issues,
- paying well for its use.

The general secretary of the League is Mrs.
Florence Kelley, the well-known writer and lecturer.
In the interest of the League she has addressed 133
meetings in the last year.  These included between
July 18th and July- 23d, eleven meetings in Port-
land, Ore. ,The variety of the audiences to whom
the League appeals may be gauged by the fact that
the Portland meetings included lectures in churches
of all denuminations, society women’s homes, prom-
inent club houses, and wound up with a meeting in
the Oregon Chamber of Commerce.

Sixty-five manufacturers in this country are now
using the Consumers’ League Label. Thousands,
yes, hundreds of thousands of men and women all
aver the United ‘States ask to see this label before
they purchase dry-goods.

In this family there are scoen chilaren, three of them in
an institution. In thelr flat of two rovoms the oldest girl,
fourteen, and her mother make willow plumes. The three
youngest play around in the filth and dirt there is no time
to clean uwy. Between thce mother ana the daughter they
make $G.00 a week.

These are the conditions that the Leagne demands
before it grants the right to the use of its label.
It must be assured that goods are made in factories
in which the state factory law is obeyed, work is
not done at night, chiliren under sixteen are not
employed, and no goods are given out to be made
up in homes.

~. Fair House, which may be scheduled on The
White List, is one in which equal pay is given for
work of equal value, irrespective of sex; and in
which no saleswoman who is eighteen years of ag»
or over—and who has had one year’s experience as
saleswoman—receives less than six dollars a week.

Wages must be paid by the week.

The minimum wages of cash children must e
three and a half dollars a week.

The number of working hours must not exceed
nine.

Three-quarters of an hour minimum for lunch.

Fourth of July, Decoration Day
and Lahor Day.
A A Fair House is one that does
not remain open more than four evenings during
the time between December 15th and 25th, nor stay
open these four evenings later than nine o'clock.
Work, lunch and retiring rooms are apart from
each other and conform to present sanitary laws.
The law regarding the providing of  seats for
saleswomen must be observed, and the use of these
seats permitted.
No children under fourteen may be employed.

.No children under sixteen shall work more than
nine hours a day.

While investigating the manufacture of muslin
underwear, the League took special pains to inquire
into the cost of sweated goods and fair goods. They
found that where labor is treated right the selling
price of the goods is not incrensed. Where they
knew enough to organize an ‘industry well, and use
the best machinery, the league says, they also know
enough to treat their workers right. For instance
mg_htgowns which sell at thirty-nine cents, shirt-,
waists at_ﬁfty, as well as higher grades, are made
in factories using the Consumers’ League I,abel.
In fact, as a rule, it has been found that goods of
moderate price are made under better conditioris
than the costliest articles on the market. The mil-
lgonau:e's' wife when she buys ready-made muslin
lingerie is, therefore, more apt to get tuberculosis
scarlet fever, and the easily carried infectious dis-:
;?;telfés,than the woman who can spend less on her

This one factor sFould make every consumer

iintcrested in the producer, if nothing else would
o so,

B_esxde lectures to tell of the bad conditions under
whlch. sweat-shops are conducted, the League has
established an exhibit which, with an eficient stu-
dent of social conditions in charge, is instructing
h}xndreds f people every day. It is taken to any
city wl;%.request is made for it. "The exhibit is
free, aims to show bad working conditions in
sv«{eat-shgps. It shows specimens of work with the
price prid to the worker mavrked in plain letters
on it T}.Iere are also specimens of food which
whe_n obtained in the market, was either aduiterated'
spglled or falsely labeled. There are shown worm);
dried beans, imported from Italy: peas highly col-

or;d by chemicals; cotton-seed oil marked as pure
olive oil. :

A special' feature of the exhibit is the section
where conditions in the ready-made clothing trade
are shown. One-third of all the ready-made cloth-
ing for men and boys of the whole United States
1s made in New York City and two-thirds of all the
.ready—made clothing for women and girls is ma(ie
in the same place. This is one of the worst sweated
mdustnes'i.n America. During the recent cloak-
makers’ strike in Chicago the public had an insight
mnto what these wage slaves suffer. i

- Much of the readymade. clothes ar

in shops and taken to tenements to ebeha:ifligl?;:
th}g home-work with unending hou~s . (whole
fa_muhes. working from early morning to late at
night) is bad for the rruducer it is bad also fur



the consumer. The worker underfed, living in the

unsanitary tenement house, gets disease. It is car-

ried in the clothing he makes to the consumer.
How Infection is Carried in Clothes

.Nog the healthiest living nor the strongest con-
stitution is always proof against the germs of scar-
let fe'ver, for instance. They are carried readily in
clothing, say, an overcoat. Perhaps, even, the man
or- the woman or children who worked on that
overcoat, no one of them had scarlet fever. But
the baby of the family where the coat was finished
might have had it. The poor haven’t time to care
for their sick. They don't know what ails their
children often when they are really very ill. A
doctor costs money. It costs much time, which. is
the same as money to them, to take the little one
to a dispensary and wait through hours of weary
impatience for attention. Perhaps, too, their child
would be taken from them and put in a hospital.
And the poor have a reasonable dread of hospitals.
So when the babies are taken sick they often go
through a disease like diphtheria, tonsilitis, or scarlet
fever, without anyone knowing what is the matter.

The little one has to be kept in the same room
where the work is going on. It is the least dark
room of the two or three or four in their flat.
When the baby is picked up for the scant attention
which is all that a tenement mother with the ten-
derest mother feelings in the world can give, the
baby leaves infection upon its mother’s dress and
the infection is the next momeni transmitted to the
coat mother is working with. The coat when done
is carefully folded, taken back to the shop, later
shipped to St. Paul, perhaps, and there bought by
a prosperous business man.

How Disease Links the Rich and Poor

When he comes home this business man picks up
his baby and hugs her fondly. She is sick with
scarlet fever in a few days. The family does all
that can be donme. And between the anxious
watches over their pet, they ask each other, “How
could she ever have caught scarlet—fever when we
are so careful of her?” And maybe with all that
it is possible to do in the way of medical care and
the attention that - white-robed trained nurse can
give, the little girl dies. Won't that broken-hearted
father in St. Paul, Minn., have a new conception of
social ties, don’t you think, when he learns why his
child was stricken? '

The Consumers’ League label is to be found on
underwear of all grades, cheap, medium and fine, on
corsets, flanelette gowns, dressing jackets, aprons,
tea-gowns, wash suits, shirt-waist suits, tub dresses,
petticoats, stocking supporters, bathing suits, gym-
nasium suits, lace and silk waists, kimonas and
house gowns.

One of the industries carried on very largely by
child and women workers in the dark, unhealthy
tenement rooms, is flower making. Parts of the
work are done almost entirely by children. Laugh
or cry, just as you can. But remember when you
buy your Easter hat, milady, that the lilies (typical
of purity, aren’t they?) or the roses (joy?) which
are to set off your pretty face, were made in dark,
filthy rooms by unhappy children. Forget, if you
can, that the Christ whose Raster your hat is sup-
posed to honor, said anything about little children
coming to him. And remember instead that the
poor we always have with us. May be that will
somehow make your hat Faster-like. For its lilies
are washed white with babies’ tears. And its roses
drip red with babies’ blood.

. You'd realize this if you looked at the exhibit
pictures which the Consumers’ League can show.
The pictures were taken from the very rooms where
these very children work at flower-making year
after year. Not for many years, though. They go
to hospitals or sanitariums or the grave, a go0
many of them, before they grow up, so statistics say.

For making rose-clusters (the lovely, dainuy,
nodding kind, some of them buds, some half-blown)
children get paid one cent for twelve bunches. There
are twelve flowers in a bunch. It takes tiires-quar-
ters of a minute to make one rose. The constant
use of certain delicate muscles of the palm gives the
children crael, torturing pain in their hands. It
makes them mnervous. For winding green cloth
about the stem of roses chiidren of kindergarten
age are employed, those of four .and five working
till they fall asleep from exhaustion Childjen
make violets, too. They are paid four cents a gross.
That is less than one cent for thirty violets,

Among the spectators at the exhivit not all ex-
press sympathy with the League’s work. _

One day a rich woman came in and slowly laying

aside her sable coat, put up her lorgnette and

deigned to look wearily at the photographs. Down
one side of the room, across the end and up the
other side she went, looking at ali the pictures. She
came up to the demonstrator, Miss Treby Moore,
when she was through.

“Do you know,” she said, “ I have a solution for

all this matter which would settle the question -of

G

Vicw of the recent Suffrage parade in New York city.

—Photo by Edwin Levick.

child workers in the tenements once and for all?”

“Well,” said Miss Moore, “your are just the per-
son we would like to hear from. We have been at
the question many years. What do you suggest?”

“Thesé people,” the woman indicated with a sweep
of her hand the pictures she had been viewing, “they
shouid not be allowed to have children at all, you
know. There should be a law against it.”

Miss Moore looked z* the woman in amazement,
but she evidently was quite sincere in what she said,
for she went on complacently. 2

“If that didn’t work, why, then, they should be
prevented from marrying. I'm sure the whole
sweat-work problem would then disappear.”

A well-dressed man with a hard face came to
the e-hibit one day. With him was a second man.
The hard-faced man looked with expressions of
great pleasure at the pictures of the child workers.

“That’s great,” he said, rubbing his hands. “That’s
just great! I'm glad to see them making the chil-
dren work.” -

He passed on to other photographs and again said,
gleefuliy:

“Now this just suits me; I never saw anything
better in my life than thes: boys and girls getting
down to business.”

His companion made no comment. Miss Moore
had heard what the man said and as he neared the
door to go out she spoke to him.

“Why do you like to see chiidren working?” she
asked. ‘

“Because,” said the man, “I like to walk on the
streets without having a mob of children all about.
And work keeps them out of mischief, too.”

“But working when they are growing prevents
full development,” said Miss Moore. “The children

get sick and have to be sent io hospitais and sani-

tariums and asylums often because they had to
work so young.”
“Well,” said the man coolly, “it’s easier to take

care of the poor in such places than in jails or than

to have them grow up pugnacious and full of fight
as some of these strikers are. They make lots of
trouble then. If they had had to work hard wlien
they were young they'd be docile and do as their
bosses tell them when they were grown up. Yes,
I like to see children made to work hard. I'm
always glad to give money to hospitals and such
places to take cate of the sick, but I wouldn't give
a cent to any society that wants to keep children
on the streets fooling their time away.”

While the standard wage fixed by the League in
their requirements for a Fair House is only six
dollars a week, they have learned by their last in-
vestigations that that is not enough to keep a woman
in some of the largest cities in the United States.
So they are going to begin a campaign fqr estab-
lishing minimum wages fo be gauged by living con-
ditions in different cities. At the International
Council of Consumers’ Leagues held in Geneva,
Switzerland, this legislation: was advised as nec-

‘essary.

One of the chief ways in which the Leaguc has
tried to better conditions for working women has
been through the enactment of uniform labor laws
throughout the United States. While in; Massa-
chusetts the laws are against women working long

hours, in some states there is no provision at all
made in regard to the matter,

A law passed in Illinois probiliting the employ-
ment of women more ‘than ten hours a day was
rendered nil by an  injunction restraining the offi-
cials of the state from enforcing the newly enacted
statute. A committee from the Consumers’ League
arranged for the gratuitous services of the distin-
guished Louis Brandeis, of Boston, in defense of
the case before the Supreme Court. Mr. W. C
Calhoun, then newly appointed minister ti China,
was also available through the American Associa-
tion for Labor Legislation. A favorable decision
as to the ten-hour law handed down in April, 1910,
is said to free from overstrain 30,000 women work-
ers. Copies of the brief prepared in defense of
the Illinois law have been useful in several other
states where attempts were made to thwart decent
laws being put into effect.

The decision of the Supreme Court of Illinois,
delivered by Mr. Justice Hand, contains the fol-
lowing : ' 5

“It is known to all men (and what we know as
men we cannot claim to be ignorant of as judges)

that woman’s physical structure and the perform-

ance of physical functions, place her at great dis-
advantage in the battle of life; that while a man
can work for more than ten hours a day without
injury to himself, a woman, especially when the

burdens of motherhood are upon her, cannot; that

while 5 man can work standing upon his feet for
more thar ten Lours a day, day after day without
injury to himself, a woman cannot, and that to
require a woman to stand upon her feet for more
th.n ten hours in any one day and periorm severe
wanual labor while thus standing, has the effect to
impair her health, and that as weakly and sickly
women cannot be the mothers of vigorous children,

it is of the greatest importance to the pablic that

the state take such measures as may be necessary
to protect its women from the consequences in-
duced by long continued manual labor in those oc
cupations which tw<d .o break them down phys-
ically. It would, tierefore, seem obvious that leg-
islation which limits the number of hours which
women . . . shall be permitted to wcrk would
tend to preserve the health of women and induce
the production of vigorous offspring by them and
would directly conduce to the health, morals and
general welfare of the public.” 5

Best of al!, the League says is its answer to the
objection sometimes made, ' hat taking away tene-
ment home-work would rob the poor of their only
means of existence. Here is their answer:

“The time when individual effort could puy in

the -manufacturing world is over. The time “or all

such work to be done by organizéd effort has ar-
rived, It is only prolonging the pain of transition
to allow a man and his family in a foul tenement
flat to specd themselves up to competion with the -
best machinery operated in well-lighted, well-yen-"
tilated factories where all the requirements of the =
factory laws which look to the health and comfort
of the workers are observed.” B e
Which souuds rather well, from a welfare or- .
ganization which makes no pretense at revolution-
ary teaching? L



hold the attention of library readers. It

brary and if it is not on file now see

that it comes regularly hereafter. ;
Growing Better

We are distinctly proud of this num-.
ber and would be glad te have our
readers compare it with any magazine
published this, or any other month.

In what other paper can you get in
‘one issue the work of Charles Edward
Russel, Reginald Wright Kauffman and!
Eugene Wood?

Where will you find a more interest-.
ing mass of matter than in this issue?

This is only a beginning. We expect:
to keep steadily on with improvements,
the only limit being the support given
by those who receive the paper.

Next week will contain another in-
stallment of Eugene Wood's, “The Big
Change,” and Reginald Wright Kauff-
man’s, “The Curse.”

There is no field in which the Social--
ist party can do more work than in
that of education. There are few in-
stitutions, if any, in which greater
changes are impending than in the pub-
lic schools. In the next issue of the
ComiNe Narmion May Wood-Simons.
will discuss the evolution which the:
schools are now undergoing, and show
how public schools and. education can
be made a powerful social factor. There
will be plenty of good illustrations to
accompany this article. This is a good'
number to hand to school teachers, and
to those graduating from colleges and
universities.

One of the most thrilling scenes of
the Mexican Revolution was the charge
of eight-five American adhcrents to the
Mexican Revolution on three hundred
and fifty regular soldiers at Mexicala.
The company that made this charge,
wlich exceeds that of the famous Light
Brigade in casualties, contained many
American Sacialists. /irthur Roos tells
of one of tlese in the story of “An
American Insurrecto in Mexico.”

There will be some short fiction,

sketches of Socialists who have been

elected to office, a cartoon by ATt
Young—and you all know that means
something good—and the editorials by
Charles Edward Russell.

The story of the work of the Austra-
lian Labor Party, which appears in this
number, is but the first of a series on
labor in Australia by Charles Ed-
ward Russell. We believe these stories
will create a greater sensation than the
frmous series on the “Soldiers of the
(Common Good,” written by the same
author on -a previous trip.

A Letter

Editor CoMING NATION:

There is no depariment of the Com-
iNG Narion that I read with greater
interest that “The Scout News.” Their
fresh, young enthusiasm is like the
trumpet call to battle to us older ones.
They are a power now and what an
army of them there will be in five or
ten years more! The thoughts of youth
are "long, long thoughts,” one has said,
and the child’s mind is like wax to re-
ceive impressions but like marble
to retain. So one can easily see what
" a grand thing this Soclalist Scout move-

ment is. It gives youth an opportunity
to realize its grandest ideals. We older
ones can rememher how our hearts were

Ary

" enodgmg .

BY A. M. SIMONS

¥ explaining why the resolution calling for an in-
vestigation of the McNamara case is suppressed
by the Rules Committee. Here is how an Indiana
‘Congressman ftried to explain the matter to an
¥ inquisitive constituent: :

- QYR __ Replying to your letter of May 8, I believe if you
will stop to think a moment you will agree that Congress has no
power to regulate the judiciary of the country, neither has it any
authority to regulate the executive, except the president of the United
States. vernors of states and the municipal courts are subject en-
tirely to laws and regulations of their own states, and whife there
has been much talk that congress should do this or do that in the
McNamara case, every man who will give the matter careful con-
sideration will see that congress has nothing whatever to do with
state courts or state administrations. Congress did not make the law
which made the extradition of the McNamaras possible, and to be
perfectly frank with you I do not see by what authority it would have
any power to act in such cases. If the court and the officers erred
in this matter, they are amendable to the laws of the state of Indiana,
as the United States cannot interfere except in questions of interstate
complications. '

Of course if the resolution to which you refer is reported to
the House. by the committee to which it was reierred, as one proper
for congressional action, I will give it my very best consideration and
act as my best judgment dictates that I should do in the cause of

equality and exact justice to all parties concerned. Your friend,
H. A. BARNHART.

“These be fair words” and would be important if true. Fortu-
nately they are not true. Congress does have power to act.

Courts and constitution and common sense agree upon the
one point that Congress has complete control of interstate move-
ments of persons and property.

Congress spends much time on interstate movements of prop-
erty. 'The Socialists are now asking that a little attention be given
to interstate movements of persons.

When persons were property and chattel-slave owners con-
trollad the government Congress was quick to enact a Fugitive
Slave Law. '

hen persons ceased to be property and labor power was
sold by the day instead of for the life-time of the owner, Congress,
now controlled by the wage-slave owning class, can find no author-
ity in the Constitution to act on the interstate commerce in laborers.

Legislation on extradition is the especial field of Congress.
The Constitution provides that anyone “who shall flee from justice
and be found in any other state shall * * * be delivered up to be
removed to the state having jurisdiction of the crime.” Under
this section it is not only the right, but the manifest duty of Con-
gress to provide a method by which to determine whether the
accused has “fled from justice,” and what state has “jurisdiction
of the crime.”

Does anyone doubt that if this clause referred to property
that there would be volumes defining the methods of procedure in
these respects? ,

The resolution of Congressmah Berger does not even ask that
such a very evidently proper law should be passed. It asks only
for an investigation of a specific violation of this clause of the
constitution, in which a man who was not “fleeing from justice,”
was taken to be tried in a state in which no one claims he was
present when the alleged crime was committed. .

Congress has never looked far for excuses when asked to
investigate. ' It has investigated almost all conceivable subjects and
has discussed constitutionality only when the question of legisla-
tion upon the facts obtained by an investigating committee has
come before it. : ,

The working class is now asking that the violation of human
rights and constitutional provisions across state lines, the kidnap-
ing of workingmen for profit, the interstate commerce in wage
slaves by private detectives be investigated. Congressmen, afraid
that the facts will be discovered, are protesting that they have no
power to investigate.

Congressmen are frightened lest their constituents should
learn the truth. Such congressmen fear that such knowledge would
make it impossible to serve capitalist interests and receive working-
class votes.

It is a good time to ask the Congressman frora your district
what he thinks about these things.

Ja
ey
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M EMBERS of Congress are having a hard time

stirred as we learned of heroes and
martyrs in our youtiiful days. How
we longed to do great and noble deeds.
As life went on the s le for exis-
tence choked those high aspirations, and
we had to think of ways and means
to provide the daily bread and butter,
instead of nobly serving our country
with flags floating and drums beating.
Now here is the chance to enlist in
the grandest service in the history of
the world ; and there is a place and room
for all. When tots of five and six years
can help to spread abroad the good

Y

news of Socialism, when little children
help the truth along by making sen-
tences about Socialism in their recita-
tions at sciool, as one little girl wrote
that she did, it seems to me that
grown fciks should thank God and take
courage.  The truth is surely march-
ing on.

he Coming Narion is, undoubted]
the best paper I have ever seen, I shoulg
rather lose all the other pa-~ers we
take, except the Appeal and the Chi-
cugo Naily Socilalisi, (and we take a

dozen vther papers and magazines) than

the Cominc NaTioN, and of these three
1 take the most solid comfort with
the CominG NartioN. [ think the world
is being made over new or you could
not find such articles as fill your col-
umns. It would take me all night to
speciaiize all that have seemed to be
particularly good. Your “A Day of
Victory” in the April 22d, has been
read again and again. It is inspiring.
In “The Only Thing Worth While,” in

~ May 13th, Mr. Russell says what I

have thought so much better than I
could ever say it. I’'ve had a vision
of all these many reforms, which so
many people are working for, being
realized. I can now plainly see that
they can never be realized, in full, until
Socialism prevails. We have equal suf-
frage in Colorado, and we also have
Guggenhc..a, and corrupt rings in our
counties and cities, and even in the
government of the state itself, at times.
So i* must be in other lines. But the
good cause is growing. We don’t have
to talk theory all the time now, or point
to what the Socialists are doing in
Europe. We can tell of Milwaukee,
of Berkeley, Cal.; Beatrice, Neb.; and
Flint Mich. Rea'iy there have been so
many victories that one is at a loss
which to choose as an example. May
the tide rise till the sea of Socialism
covers all our land! Your comrade,

(Mprs.) Lima M, Eaton.
Arriola, Colo., May 20, 1911.

The Socialist Scouts

Let your boy or girl improve vacation
time by taking up the work of the Scout
organization. Now that school is over in
most parts of the country the young com-
rades have plenty of time to work up
routes which will pay well. Scouts sell
the CoMING NatTioN and Appeal to Reason
and take subscriptions for both papers.
They make 100 per cent on all sales and
extra premlwns consisting of electric and
steam engines, cameras, ueroplanes, print-
ing presses, watches, wagons, books, trick
boxes, etc. There is no cost to the Dbe-
ginner. I'll send a bundle of ten NATIONS
to any boy or girl who'll agree to remit
half, price for what papers te sells and to
return heads of wunsold copies. Talk It
over with your child. If he's interested
tell him to write “Scout Department’ Ap-
peal to Reason, Girard, Kansas, and first
bundle, letter of instructions and prize list
will be sent.

Scout News

Have received your Socialist Primer and
leatlets. This is a slow town but we have
seveLieen customers and two more cus-
tomers yesterday. Am working for more.
—Otto and Victor Endres, New York.

I received your Socialist Primer and I
enjoy it very much. I give my brothers
lessons every day when they come from
school. 1 thank you very much.—Harry
Green, Indiana.

- I received my Primer and I think it is
dandy. I am coming fine.—Willle Green-
away, Michigan.

My route is increasinz and I have four
that will take the paper this Saturday. In
about one week I will try to send for
twenty.—Fred Holman, Indiana.

I got the pamphlets and Primer all
right. It is po trouble to sell the CoMING
NATION. Sells better than aay paper I
ever did sell before and it don’t fail to
make Socialists when they read it.—L.
Hitchecock, Kentucky.

I Lad a good start by selling ten Narroxs
in opne hour. But I cannot order more
than twelve because I work. I sold my
NaTIONS in our shop. Some day [ might
order three times as much.—Jos Kuuxma
Pennsylvania. '

It would be a good thing for some
preachers to study theology less and
human nature more.

OLYNPC 2

Wild Fruits, Flowers and
Evergreens

r‘*‘lEN FAMILIES can name prices
and terms, on five and te£~acre
| tracts of logged-off and burnmed

over land, to grow fruits for a Co-
Operative Cannery, to be their own
property. Good upland, near steamer
landing, store, postoffice, hotel, saw-
mill and Social Hall; on Hood Canal
Olympic Mountains in 'view. - Eignt
families built Co-Operative Social Hall,

which will pay for it i
Addrese pay for itself in one year,.

Joel Shomé.ker

President Nellita Fioneers’ Ass'n,
NELLITA, WASHINGTON. |
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Scotland’s Ckildrenrl.eaving

JONNIE = Scotland is losing
B her sons and daughters. They
are leaving that country and
=————| going to settle in other lands.
Do you suppose they. are
tired of living in Scotland
with its beautiful hills and wvalleys, its
old, old stories of struggles for free-
dom, and its lovely poems and stories?
You may be sure not, for Scotchmen
are known to be very, very fond of their
own r-uple and their own land.

And yet so many of them are emigrat-
ing every week that the government is
getting worried, for the people who are
leaving are, of course, the working peo-
ple and when a country begins to lose
its working people, pretty soon it will
be ruined, for who is there left? In
some villages even now, only very old
people and children too young to leave
are almost the only ones left.

What does all this leaving for Can-
ada, Australia, the United States and
other countries show? It shows that
stronger than the love for their own
country, for their own people, is the
need to get a living, to be able to earn
for themselves and their families decent
food and clothes and homes. Now you
are wondering why this is so, I know.

You know that in every country, a
large part of the people must work in
the country, on farms, large or small,
to rais¢ livestock and grains and fruits
and vegetables. Now, in Scotland, the
men who own large estates, and other
men from other countries who have
great wealth and who are attracted by
the beauty of the country and by the
chances to hunt deer and other animals
for sport, are eagerly keeping all the
Jand and buyirg up more and laws are
being made to keep the poor men from
either buying or renting little farms
which they can till for themselves.

Just think of it, 9,000,000 ucres, as
much land as the whole country of Den-
mark, arc owned by only 70 men. Think
that over to yourselves several times—
9,000,000 acres owned by 70 men.

Do you wonder that the poor men
who want to be farmers are leaving the
country and going where they can get
a betier chance to live? I don’t, and if
they don’t want poor Scotland to be
quite deserted in its country districts,
they’d better make some better laws
quickly. It will be truly “poor Scot-
land” when that happens, for all the
wealth of a country is in its workers,
whether in the country or in the cities.

How the Fire Was Put Out

“Mother, where’s the fire?” called out
Tom’s shrill little voice. “I hear .the
engines right close up. Oh, I'm going
to get up and sece.” And the patter of
feet on the floor told that Tom was
on his way to the sitting room where
Mother and Grandmother were look-
ing out of the window.

From the top floor of the tenement
house in Chicago, where Tom and the
mother and grandmother lived, rould
be seen the gathering crowds below,
and the clanging, spark-emitting, ex-
citing engines, and the helmeted firemen
running about.

“Mother, don’t you see it's right next
door? See the firemen going up the
stairs! Quick, Mother, let's get dressed
and run out doors. We might catch on
fire here.”

“Steady, lad, there’s no hurry. The
firemen will tell us when there is any
danger. See how -almly the firemen go
ahout their work! Just watch, Tom, and
yoir'll see how perfect the work of the
fire department is.”

And Tom watched the busy men, as
they carried the long hose, up the stair,
as they came out upon the roof with
the axes, chopped places in the roof
is order to get at the fire, how they

appeared at the windows first of one
room and then another, tossing out bits
of charred and burning wood to the
ground; how the streams of water were
directed upon each place in turi. where
a blaze of fire appeared, until at last

“the flames all died down, even the smoke

became less and less, and the firemen
took the blankets off of their horses and
the. fire apparatus went back to its
station. ;

“Now, Son, off to bed with you again.
You see the fire didn’t hurt us one bit,
it was all put out in a little while and
we caz sleep as soundly as though it
had not been just a few feet away
from us.” :

But Tem was too excited to go to
sleep and at last Grandmother had to
come in and sit by his bed and teli him
a story and this is the way Grand-
mother began her story:

“When I was a little girl I lived in a
little villare, just the beginning of this
great big city. We lived just north of
what was called the Chicago river, not
very far from where it emptied into
the big Lake Michigan. We lived in a
group of small story and a half wooden
houses. My father had built his own
house out of work hours, as had most
of the other .men who lived in the
group.”

Then Grandmother’s voice grew very
dim and Grandmother hersclf grew
smaller and smaller until she seemed to
be a little girl, when all at once Tom
heard a cry of “Firei”

Out he jumped from bed and as he
did so, bump! went his head against
something. It was dark in the room,
but then came a flash of light through
the window and Tom saw in a brief
flash that he was not in his own room,
but in a low room with queer slanting
boards down .over his head. 3y the
same flash he saw a little figure in a
white nightgown standing in the middle
of the room and it surely was the little
girl his Grandmother had just changed
into.

Then a funny little door opened and
the dear mother that he knew came in,
crying out, “Come, children, there’s a
terible fire and you mustn’t stop to
dress. We must run.”

She took Tom and the strange little
girl . the hands and hurried with
them down a narrow stairway and out
a little narrow door down an ash cov-
ered pathway to the street.

Here in the street all was confusion.
There were no stone or even wood
sidewalks. Just a trodden dirt pathway
and the roadway was two or three
inches deep with mud. Out into this
street people from the little houses just
like the one Tom had come out of, had
carried the things they hoped to save,
so Tom saw with big wonrdering eyes
how everything was heaped out there
in confusion, chairs and tables and
broken dishes und trunks and even some
pictures. And around these heaps of
furniture crowded the people from the
houses.

“But Mother,” said Tom as they hur-
ried along the narrow pathwzy, “we
didn’t bring any of our things. Let’s
go back 2nd get them.”

“Mamma, I want my dolly,” said the
little girl on the other side.

“It was too late, my children. There
was no time. I am only thankful that
T saved you. See, look back at our
home. It is on fire now.”

They stopped and as Toum looked
back he saw the flames and smoke
sweeping all around the little home they
had left, as they were sweeping about
all of the houses on the street.

“But, Mother, why don’t the engine
come and put out tiie fire?” asked Tom,
as the mother held the little ones ciuse
to her. :

“Engine! There isn’t any engine.
What are you talking about? The men
are trying to drive the are back and

keep it from catching the houses in the

next street. Come, children, we'll go a
little further and watch the men with
the buckets.”

On the three hurried, until they came
to a cross street, where was a line of
men, standing about three feet apart.
Their faces were hardly to be seen in
the dark, except when a flash of the
fire lit up the scene all around. Then
Tom could see that they were grimy and
perspiring. They were passing a line
of leather buckets from one to the
other.

“This line goes clear to the river,”
said Mother, “and the men at the river
are filling the buckets with water and
passing them all along the line up to
the next street where the men are
throwing the water over the houses not
on fire, on every spark that blows over
on the trees, on the fences, trying to
keep the fire in our one street, for there
is no hope ‘of saving any of these
houses.”

Then Tom and the little sister got
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very tired. All Tom fémémbers is that
he wanted something to eat and he
wanted to go to sleep and that some-
how his mother and some other people
got together on a wide open space and
somebody brought the children bread.
He remembered his mother sitting down
on the ground and Le and the littls sis-
ter putting their heads in her lap. Then
he heard a little baby cry.

* * %

“But Mother, I don't believe it was
only a dream. It was so plain and you
were there. Only 1 don’t understand
how Grandmother came to change into
my little sister.”

“Which proves that it was only a
dream,” said Mother, “and you'd bet-
ter be very glad that you are a little
boy of today and that when the fire
starts there is a good, sure-enough city
fire department to put it out. And now
you'd better dress quick and run and
tell Grandmother how they put out fires
when she was a little girl.”

When the beautiful spring and sum-
mer days come, all out-of-doors calls
to the heart of every healihy boy and
girl, Then it is all very well for the

girls and boys in the country and the
small town to take to the woods and
the fields, to pick flowers and play tag,
to shout and run and climb fences and

Jtrees.

But how about summer sports for the
children in the great cities like Chicago
and New York, where the street is
their only yard and where the play-
grounds established by the city do not
begin to reach the thousands of little
ones? Well, they just have to play
in the street, that is all, and they do
play in the streets and many accidents

Phato by Paul Thompson, N. Y.

SPRINGTIME IN A BIG CITY

happen to them as a result. But more
and more everybody sees that the health -
of the childrea is a very important
thing and that children can only be
well and strong if they can be out-of-
doors -a great deal -

There is a law in New York City
against boys playing baseball in the
streets, but recently the Mayor, sup-
ported by the Park Commissioner, gave

~boys permission to play ball vz Sundays

on West Street, a very hroad street
vunning parallel with .and next to the
Hudson river. You may be sure that
the boys jumped at the chance and the
picture above was taken the very first
Sunday that the permission was given.
The street is a regular baseball park
every Sunday now.

HERE’S A LETTER FOR YOU

Dear Editor:

I wrote once before to the Coming
NarTioN and was very much pleased
when I saw it come out in the Boys and
Girls” page. 1 hope some more boys
and girls will write to the ComiNGg NaA-
TIoN. A while ago I.went to Spring-
field, Mass.,, and spoke “My Papa is a
Socialis” and “The Ninety and Nine.”

-1 went with my father. He gave a lec-

ture on “The March of the Toilers”
He has a stereopticon with about 75
views. I will be twelve the 23d of June.

Yours for the Revolution, .

RurH E. SAWYER

Ware Center, Mass.

Dear Editor. Children’s page, CoMING

NATION : :

I want to add a letier with my sis-
ter’s. 1 am two years younger, but as
good a Socialist. My brothers are still
younger, but they are all Socialists just
the same.

We all wear the Socialist button to
school. We are glad to see more boys
and girls are writing to your page, and

hope pretty soon there will be a column
ofletters every week.
Yours truly,

Ware Center, Mass. e

We hope s, too, Rackel and Ruth,
There are so many nice things to write
about that ail the boys and girls who
read this page ought to write an inter-
esting letter every little while. Who
will send letters in next week?—¥ditor.

The Daisy
I'm a pretty little thing, ¥
Always coming with the spring; :
In the meadows green I'm found,
Pesping just above the ground;
And my stalk is covered flat
With a white and yellow hat.
Little lady, when yow pass
Lightly o'er the i¢idsr grass,
Skip about, bst do not tread
On my meek and lowly hexd;
For I always seen< to say,
Surely winter's gone oway.




At Brainerd, Minnesota
" ¥ LTHOUGH
among the great cities, Brain-
“erd, Minn., had developed the
metropolitan feature of cor-
K rupt politics,. When the rot-
: tenness of the old gang be-
came too great to be endured an attempt
was made to elect some workingmen
from the railroad shops. The business
“men organized in opposmon to this and
“the warkers responded in June, 1906, by
forming a local of the Socizlist party.
Three years later a mayor and three
Socialist aldermen were elected. The old
gang was cleaned out and in two years
the various funds at the disposal of the
city had grown by $26,22587. A new
contract was forced with the electric
lighting company by which the cost of
light and power was reduced at a rate
that will save fully $85,000 to the users
of these during the ten years the con-
tract will run.

Then the politicians tried a new trick.
They nominated the foreman of the
‘blacksmith shop of the Northern Pa-
~cific shops for mayor, and while he was
- dividing the votes of such of the work-
- ers as were not yet fully awake to
~such schemes, the business men cen-
 tered their vote on the Democratic can-
 didate, and by the unlimited usc of
'money, and illegal vcting beat the So-
~ cialist candidate by 34 votes.

The ‘three, Socialist aldermen, how-

held their seats and are keeping

~up the fight - In epite of this clever

npt to divide the working class vote
- straight Socialist vote was 25 per

cent Met at the election this spring
;’:thyx. two years ago when the Socialist

‘was elected.

Freak Shadows

In the crade oil producing regnons in
Cakforma there are scores of large
'ponds of this material. After bemg
‘pumped to the surface, the petroleum is
emptied into depressions in the carth,
where it remains for a time. Late: the
crude oil is placed in barrels, large metal
cans, or else in big reservoirs. ‘lhese
vil ponds are known as “sump holes.”

. There is one very peculiar thing about
these ‘sump holes,” and that iv in the
way of producing what are kiiown as
“freak shadows.” These are real shad-

<ows, but, notwithstanding this fact, they
.are decidedly “freaky.”

_ dly If the sun is
brightly shining and a person stands for

-a few moments on the margin of the

“sump hole,” so that ‘his shadow falls

-on the surface of the petroleum, and

he then guickly changes his position, the

«dim shadew remains just where it was

originally cact. In other words, the

3 “shadow does not foliow the suhstance*

The simple explanation for this phe-
‘nomenon is that under the hot sun gas
is peing constantly generated down in
.the body of the petroleum, and it rises
to the surface in the form of little
minute bubbles. So very small are these
“bubbles that they are scarcely visible to
the naxed eye.

Both the gas and bubbles are so
super-sensitive to the temperature that
even one’s shadow cast for a moment
‘across them is affected. The tempera-

oture is lowered. 'Whenever the sub-
~stance: quickly changes position the

shadow remains until the rays again
~warm up that spot and the shadowy
outline slowly fades away. Of course,
the “freak shadow” may be seen for
only a very few seconds.

The wealth ,of the meaner sort is a
foundation of rebellion, a source of their
contempr of the nobility and the hatred
‘they hayve against them. It must be
‘cured by keeping them in awe through
‘the severity of justice. We must lay, as
it were, sewers and channels to suck

~and draw_ from them their money by

subtle- ind indirect means to be handled
insensibly—ZLord Burleigh, 1588

*What! Wouldst thou have a serpent

sting thed' twice ?—Shakespeare.
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R. A. Henning

Socialist Alderman of the Third ward
of the City of Brainerd, Minn., is serv-
ing his second term as alderman. He
was born in Milwaukee, Wis., in 1879,
and came to Brainerd in 1902

He is a member of North Star Lodge
No. 197, International Association of
Machinists, and a meméer of the Brain-
erd Trades and Labor Assembly and
secretary of the Northern Pacific Dis-
trict Lodge of Maclum.m

Nels

Socialist Alderman from the Third
ward is serving his first term as alder-
man. He was born in Sweden, June
14, 1865, and came to the United States
in 1870, locating at Willmar, Minn., and
has resided in the state ever since. He
was a member of the People’s Party up
to the time it was partly abserbed by
the old parties. Five years ago he joined
the Brainerd Socialist local, being one
of its charter members.

A. Andmou

Socialist Alderman from the Fifth
ward, is serving his first term as alder-

man. He was born in Denmark in 1877,
and came to Awmerica in 1902, coming
direct to Brainerd. Mr. Anderson has
been an active member in the machin-
ists’ organization, being a member of
North Ster Lodge No. 197. He has
been a member of the Brainerd local
since its organization in 1906.

Cultivating ‘Wild Hucklebemes

BY JOEL SHOEMAKER

) UCKLEBERRIES are seen
on the city markets, during
BB the fall and winter, and
s consumers wonder where
et they are grown. The fruits
ISR are in demand and sell

WCM® readily at prices ranging
from fifteen to twenty-five cents a
pound, and are relished in pies, jams
and jellies and used for making wines.
They are wild products, growing on
shrubby plants, native to the woods and
burned-over tracts of timbered districts
of the United States. The largest huck-
leberry fields are in Maine and Wash-
ington, being the extreme northeast and

northwest corners  of the opposite
coasts.
The huckléberries of the Pacific

Northwest are of three distinct types,
although belonging to the same family.
The fruits are black, blue and red.
Some people claim that the small ones
are the huckleberries and tl.e large ones
the true blueberries. But they are prac-
tically the same iruits, grow on shrubs
having evergreen foliage, and are alike
in every respect, except the red ones
are growu on deciduous bushes. The
shrubs are all perpetual and live for
many years, producing good crops an-
nually.

Huckleberries ripen in September and
the fruits remain on the bushes until
Christmas. The best specimens are
found in the open, or on lands where
forest fires have cleared away the tim-
ber. They come from seeds, and spring
up quickly after a fire has swept over
the  country. Burning off the old bushes
causes the roots to send out fresh
sprouts that bear better fruits. That
explains. why so many cleared patches
are found in the forests of the North-
west. The Indians, and pioneer hunt-
ers, burned over the lands to set the
open -tracts to berries, for the purpcse
of attracting bears and wild fowk

Picking huckleberries is an interest-
ing work, engaged in by men, women
and children. The fruits grow in clus-
ters and along the slender branches of

_plants. When they get ripe, as is shown

by the colors—blue, black and red—the
pickers begin 'operations. The berries

_are stripped from the stems, by hand,

and dropped into baskets or buckets.
The pickers work as fast as possible,
to make wages, and pluck leaves and
verripe and green fruits. To sort the
?mm“dpwkthmforthemuketu

a job that every one should not attempt.
For it is particular work, and on the
appearance of the fruits, in the market,
depends the prices.

The huckleberry packing table con-
sists of a box or trough, with one end
standing about four feet high and the
other probably two feet from the
ground. The bottom of that trough is
lined with coarse cloth—turkish towel-
ing is considered the best—and the ber-
ries are run over the cloth. The leaves
and trash stick to the cloth and the
good berries roll into the boxes. One
person stands at the top, and pours the
berries into the box and the other
watches them as they scatter out and
turn over and over going to the pack-
ing boxes. He picks out bad fruits and
the cloth collects uaripe specimens and
leaves.

Huckleberries are packed in many
ways, but the small, flat cherry bo:es
are considered the best for carrying to
market. T1f the fruits are sound and
present a good appearance on the mar-
ket, the chippers get 7 to 9 conts a
pound. If the season is rainy and the
berries wet and in bad condition there
is no money in them for either s..ipper
or buyer. Good fruits sometimes retail
at twenty-five cents a pound and poor
ones at three pounds for ten cents. But
they keep on the bushes for more than
three months, and pickers can always

“find a good time for selling.

Cultivating of wild huckleberries is
something that has attracted little at-
tention ‘n the past. But many people
now s7ant the plants for hedges and for
growing fruits for home and market.
The_plants can be set in the spring or

mn months and will grow in any
temperate climate. In fact, they grow
to—perfection in the two extremes of
climatic condition found in the north-
east and northwest forests of our coun-
try. They may be set ir rows, the
plants standing about one foot apart,
and utilized for ornamental hedges, or
they may be set as goosebe.ries, in the
garden and orchs-d, - and cultivated for
the fruits. Plants could stand {rom
three feet to four feet apart, in any
fruit-growing section, with success.

Huckleberry bushes are ‘wonderful
producers of ® fruits. One good bush
will furnish enough fruits 10 fill a crate
of twenty-four quarts. They can be
kept in water. ‘or several weeks after
picking, the < we_ 3s' cr2aberries, and

not lose any of their good qualities.
Somie people put the berries in jars,
cover with sugar and let them stand
throughout the winter, using for fresh
fruits in the spring. Others put the
fruits in kegs or barrels and cover with
water and let them ferment for making
huckleberry wine, which is an excellent,
harmless home beverage.

Oar Divine Snpreme Court.

The New York Sun (J. P. Morgan’s
persoral organ) says, “The Supreme
Court stands next to divine authority
as the rule of justice and right.”

The audience will now please join in
singing, “Praise the corporations from
whom all judges flow.”

Heads and Leés

Pulpiteer—“I've been running my legs
off trying to find out something about
Socialism and I haven’t found anything
worthk knowing.”

Workingman—‘Well, if you had used
you head instead of your legs you might
have learned something all right, all
right.”

In a recent editorial, the New York
Times declares that “a rich man is not
necessarily incapable of virtue.” This
may or may not be an undue concession
to the rich, but after all, it does not
help us in our extremity. What we really
want to know is whether there is any-
thing whatsoever of which a rich man
is necessarni'y incapable—'Ellis 0. Jones.

The Golden Calf is not worshxppcd
today. It is too inconvenient; and be-
sides is not practical. An eagle on a
piece of money will do.

.The laws ~~vern the poor, and the
rich govern the laws.—Goldsmith.
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FLINGS AT THINGS

By D. M. S.

Not His Fuaneral

BHE packers’ indictment is
: said to be good,
The ‘courts haye looked
oy over the case
B Ind stating the law as by
s them understood
it O. K. on

Pronounce
its face
But J. Ogden Armour is planning to
sasl
For Ewrope the summer jo spend.
He will not postpone it or fret about
bail ;
The bluff doesn’t worry our friend.

Police and detectives and limbs of the
law
Forget to protest on his trip,
They do not suggest that his action is
raw
Or worry lest justice should slip.
If he isn’'t back the performance can
wait
A month or six weeks or a year.
They'll have to be careful in scttmg the
date
Or he may refuse to appear.

The law is majestic when dealing with
men
Who haven’t a cent to their name,
It hustles the wagrant away to the pen
Nor bothers for proof of the blame,

But is it a packer or one of his kind
Then justice is more than polite,
Though stern and impartial, it isw’'t so

blind
That he be. detained over niyht.

Well Eqaipped

“Here is an account of a man in New
Jersey who has lived without brains
for ten years.”

“Pardon me, 1 dldnt get the main
fact about him.”

“He has no brains.”

“Yes, I know, but which detective
ageéncy is he connected with?”

Had Precedent

A couple of roustabouts had picked
up a small boy, stolen him away from
his parents and were making him go
with them to beg. The whole country
was aroused over the kidnaping and the
pohce were on their trail.

"“This is getting so hot we had better
throw the kid overboard and skip,” sug-
gested one after reading a newspaper
account of the pursuit.

“No.danger,” replied the other.

“But ‘what defense will we make?”

“Claim the kid blew up the Maine and
was about to dynamite the capitol at
Washington.”

Bearable Loss

—— -

Let earth take on a somber tint,
Let bitter tears be shed,
Black borders trim the public print,
A milliohaire is dead.
What did he do that honors high
Should flow from torgue and pen
And chellenge every pusserby?
He did his fellowmen.

Wonderful Acumen

P

5
- There is a town of 10,006 in Ohio

whose inhabitants 'are so bright that

they almost illuminate night without the
aid of street lamps.
quite,

The people of this town are not going
to allow any soulless and grasping mo-
nopoly to run their town or to levy
tributes on the inhabitants thereof. No-
siree.

Instead of having one telephone sys-
tem, ownéd by the community or reg-
ulated by them they have granted three
telephone franchises that competition
may keep down prices. It does. Also
equipment.

The result is that every business man
must have three phones, Private fami-
lies witli only one phone can't talk to
anyone else because it always happens
that the ones they know are on a dii-
ferent line.

But still they have competition, if
they haven’t got good seunse.

Guaranteed

To know the joy ihat freemen feel
Just read the Liitle Old Appeal.

Almost but not.

Little Flings
What a nice bag of wind will be left
when insurgency has its bluff called.

California comrades know where they
are going and they are on their way.

Wall street will yet get so expert that
it will be putting up revolutions for the
trade.

Most of the senators are so class
conscious that they know that Lorimer
belongs.

And while we are at it, why not carry
Indiana, too, and get a dxﬂ'e:ent brand
of governor?

Indiana has two kinds of justice. If
you don’t pay your money you can't
take your choice. s

.If the Mexican peon has to trade
Diaz for Wall street he shouldn’t be
asked to give anything to boot.

Harry Orchard isn’t the only tree
of the sort in the woods.

Much of the work of the past that
seemed to be wasted was seed sown
that will soon spring to blossom.

Told at the Dinner Hour

Took the Hint

BY J. HOOGERHYDE,

“Say, boys, the old man had a glori-
ous grouch this morning,” said the of-
fice boy as he joined our group after the
cold dinner had been disposed of.

They held an election of officers at
the Temperance Society last night. The
old man had developed an ambition to
become the president. He was defeated.

All forenoon he has been nursing a sore-

spot, he has been plastering it liberally
with gencr:] cussedness. . If he keeps
that sort of a poultice on all day things
will certainy come to a head by night.

About eleven o'clock a tramp molder
came in and nailed the old codger for a
job. You can bet the old man put him
through. “What can you do?” “How
long have you worked at the trade?”
“Where did you work last, and how
long?” “Why did you quit?” “How
much of a family have you?” and so on.
Finally the old grouch said: “Do you
drink?” “Well,” said the molder, “I
don’t care if we do, where do we go?”

Say! You-ought to have seen the
old crust then. He went right up in
the air, like the top of Mount Pelee.
Pointing a trembling finger at the office
door he shouted in anger, “You go right
out by that door!”

Good Cause

JOHN PERSONS,

Tt was the night before his return to

the city and they, strolling under a.
brilliant moon, entered the old orchard
and seated themselves on a rustic seat 1§
beneath a gnarled old apple tree; ‘he in

a deep study; she anxious, but uneasy.

“Oh, what a lovely night!” melamled :

the girl. “All nature seems .
with love and tenderness. L
bird ov;r tthhe;e, and at ﬂmt
katy-di too, are
tove  ditties. Wby, even ‘this oﬁ

tree is sighing and moaning its tale of
love.”

“Yes,” answered her companion, ab-
sent mindedl:. “and if you was as full
of green apples as this old tree, you'd
sigh and moan too” .

4 Wise Papa

BY -REBA ERB.

A little boy asked a favorite Uncle
to make a noise like a frog.

“Why do you wish me to do that?”
the uncle asked.

“Because,™ said the boy, “whenever I
ask Papa tn buy.me anythmg he says
wait till your Uncle croaks.”

Super:titiou People '

BY GERTRUDE HERRIGER.

A friend of mine, being a scribbler,
had written on the walls of ris house
with an indelible lead pencil and shortly
after moving out was succeeded by a
foreign family.

One day, while washing the walls,
the woman noticed that several dogs’
heads appeared on the wall in pusple.

Greatly alarmed, she sent for my
friend. He showed hir how he had
drawn it, but the worian got together
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a band of foreigners, and all insisted
that it was witchery and that the house
was haunted.

In 2 few hours they had helped to
pack her belongings and moved to a
house where there were no such “things”
as indelible lead pencil scriblers.

Why?
“Son, why did you play truant and
go skating today,”
“Pa, do you remember what you sent
me to bed for last night?”

“Why, no—what?”
“For asking fool questions.”
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The Future 4s tne Children's Herétage.

YHE COMING NATION

From I’Humanite, Paris.

A Worker

’s History of Science
BY A. M. LEWIS :

thousand years in af-
filiation with  Europe,
Alexandria fell into the
hands of the Saracens.
It was captured in the
v, R cffort of the Mohamme-
T dans to conquer the world
for their falth. 4

"After conquering Syria, including, of
course, Jerusa'ems and before taking
Spain, and being thrown back {from
France by Charles Martel, they in-
vested Alexandria.

To this task the Khalif Omar, direct-
ing his world wide campaign from Da-
mascus, sent his ahlest general, Amrou,
..and his best tried troops, both trained
~in war and victory, in the Syrian wars.
vu - After a siege of fourteen months and
“the loss of twenty-three thousand men,
{ Amrou conquered tae city. In his dis-
patches to the Khalif, Amrou speaks of
Alexandria's “four thousand palaces,
four thousand baths, four hundred the-
~_aters, twelve thousand shops for the
sale of vegetable food, and forty thou-
. .sand tribvtary Jews.”

- ‘When the center of learning fell into
the hands of the Arabians, Science fled
- “from Christendom and settled in the
~Arabian Empire. In the following cen-
tury Almansor was Khalif for two years
—A. D. 753-755. During his reign he
- moved the seat of government from
Damascus tc Bagdad, as it had been
previously moved by theKhalif Moayah,
nearly a hundred years earlier, from
Medina to Damascus.

- Within a hundred years of the death
of Mohammed, Greek thcught began tn
stir the Arabian mind. Translations of
the chief Greek phiiosophical writers
were made into the Arabic.

~Buch peems as the “Tiiad” and the
“Odywsey” were considered irreligious
ause of their mythological illusions.
were, therefore translated mto the
¢ S0 as to be accessible to the
ed without disturbing ti'e faith of
spulace, following the diplomatic
ciple of those who urge that the

~should -

be phbiished in

Latin for the protection of the occu-
pants of the pew.

In the later period of Greek thought,
the geographical division of the Greeks
reflected their intellectua! division. The
European Greek held mainly to the
transcendentalism and speculative
method of Plato. The Alexandrians
followed the -inductive and nature—
questioning method of Aristotle.

Fortunately, the scientific method of
the Alexadrians was transmitted to the
Arabians.

Just before the close of the eighth

JouN BULL—Hi say! Hi gives you this of me h’own free will, an I ’opes pou'll be
gentiemen enough not to bother about what Hi saved up of what you have earned.

century the faxMaroun-al—Raschid
mounted the throne of the Arabian Em-
pize at Bagdad. Almansor, during his
reign, had done much to promote
science and education. He had given
much of his time to the study, and
promotion of the study, of astronomy.
He had founded schools of medicine
and law.

Now came Haroun-al-Raschid with
those sweeping measures which make
epochs in the upward struggle of the
race. He ordered that a school should
be attached to c¢very masque. Thus
came . Bagdad to the world’s center of

DEJGRATIA &

ReGiNALDW KAUFEMA

Under the Abbey's arches, where slumber the deathless dead,

While the trumpets blare and the prelates pray and the wise men bow the head,
Here, where the war-lords lie asleep, with circlet and globe and rod

They are hailing this George of En,'and “King—ty the Grace of God.”

They are pouring the oil that is holy, they are chanting the anthems now,

And the man in the robe that is purple is taking his awful vow,

And marshal and sage and lordling, the bondman born and the free,

They are kissing his hand before the land, they are bending the gartered k ee. ™

Yet—here in this selfsame city, and only a mile to the right, ;

In sightless cellars and crowded shacks and alleys that dog the night,

Where they rent a room by the third-of-a-day and fight for a gutler-crust,
There is crowded a king that wnll iitve and reiga

So lon
King

Is hunger, crime and lust,

as kings and crouwns obtain
‘ant, whose damnable domain

Yes—here is a king in the Abbey, ermined, sceptred and crowned,
And here, to lead and direct him, are the wise men gathered 'round,.
And there ia ihe dark is the Other, Circlet and globe and rod,

Here are the Kings of Englopd—bpt

where is the Grace of God?
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learning, as Alexandria before, and,
still earlier, Athens,

But the Khalif who raised Bagdad
to its highest pinnacle as a center of
science was Al-Mamun, early in the
ninth century. His labors will occupy

the next chapter.

The Creed of the Contented Man

BY E. Z. MARK

I have decided to become an optimist.
I held out as long as I could, but it was
no use. The weight of adve:se author-
ity was overwhelming.

I have decided to believe that in all
this fair land there arc_no robbers and
no victims, that everybody is getting
his deserts. "

I believe that there will never be an-
other financial panic.

I believe that high prices are good for
everybody and that low prices are the
same.

I believe that every man, woman and
child in the universe is imbued with and
inspired by the best teachings of the
Christian fathers.

I believe that everyone who has been
punished was rightly punished and that
everyone who has not been punished
should not be punished.

I believe that every trust magnate has
at heart the welfare of the entire com-
munity and that he cannot sleep at night
for thinking how he can put lower prices
on his products.

I believe that every member of Con-
gress is a representative of the people
in the best sense and that he would
rather be right than be president.

I believe that everything is all right
and, if it isn’t all right, there is good
reason for it’s not being all right.

Free trade, one of the greatest bless-
ings which a government can confer
on a people, is in almost every country
urpcpuiar.—Thomas B. Macaulay.

You will never rrach the right place
on the wrong roac.

—_—

There is a ligher law than the con-
stitution—William H. Seward.
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