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‘ Comment on Things Doing

o By Charles Edward Russell

Colossal and _Appélling Power

e O friend of peace and good
% will among the nations need
W be distressed because Canada
has kicked the United States
in the face over the so-
called reciprocity proposal. ,
There was no more good faith in that pro-
posal than there is in a dish of stewed prunes.
- On our side the whole thing was engincered for profits by Mr.
Jim Hill and the railroad combination. On the Canadian side it was
beaten by the Canadian Pacific and the Grand Trunk. Peace to its
“ashes. ' 7Ail is well, and one more governmental fake is laid out stiff
and cold.

Much more interesting and important is the story of the tac-
tics used on both sides. The American railroads, of course, had lit-
tle need for extra effort; they get what they want anyway. Many
well-meaning persons and some well-meaning editors were fooled
into shouting for the measure on the ground that it was a step to-
.ward tariff sanity and international amity. Others not so well-
meaning advocated it because it meant sheckels for their owners and
masters. '

But Canada had all the best of the spectacle as an example of

~ modern government conducted by the great corporations.

The Canadian railroads were determined to beat the project
because it would interfere somewhat with their sacred dividends.

So they appealed to, the jingoism that lurks wherever flies the
British flag—the jingoism and the chauvinism. The grand oid em-
pire is in danger! Rally to the defence of the empire! ~Hurl back
the vile invader that comes to destroy your allegiance to the sacred
throne! Remember George the Fifth and the grandeur of British
supremacy. Britons never will ‘be slaves!

When on the top of these appeals the picture of the king was
shown to convulsive crowds the effect was electrical and thenceforth
the Laurier government didn’t have a chance on earth. To vote for
the conservative candidate was to vote for your king, your coun-
try and your glorious constitution, and the only wonder is-that the
Liberals secured a seat. They wouldn’t, if it had not been for the
French and other aliens.

Now the point is that in this hysteria of patriotism, artfully
contrived and nourished by ‘the railroad interests and organs, not a
human being ever stopped for a minute to consider whether reci-
procity was good or bad, wise or unwise, for Canada’s benefit or
‘injury. The only thing that was really thought of was patriotism
and the dear old flag. _

In the midst of which the Canadian railroads got what they
wanted from the popular vote as easily as the American railroads
get what they want through the men they put into office.

The Canadian election was a close du- ‘
plicate to the Australian election of last

when they had seized the. world’s press.

In all history there was never a power fit
for a moment to compare with this. _

All the sovereignty ever possessed by
king, emperor or conqueror was nursery
rhyraes by the side of it. Napoleon parcelling
. out the thrones of Europe or Tamburlane driv-
ing bitted kings harnessed to his chariot was feeble in comparison.
A lie solemnly printed as veritable news, a sentence adroitly turned
in the dispatches, two or three poisoned words that appeal to fus-
tain patriotism or foolish old national prejudice, and lo! history is
made and existing conditions are Lulwarked.

There is something overwhelming in the thought of a power so
incalculable and lying so completely in the hands of those that use
it so recklessly.

In its presence how curious and absurd s¢cem the antics of the
gentlemen that think the world’s evils are to be cured or even
affected by the doll's house play of reform!

A Hero of the Associated Press

A very good example of the methods by which this power is -
exercised came in the dispatches that were sent out on the deatl: of
Stolypin. :

Every effort was made in these dispatches to cast over the last
hours of that cruel and red-handed murderer the halo of romance
and martyrdom. “It was with a fine display of rugged courage
that he approached his death,” said the Associated Press. “His
final thoughts were for his people.”

Imagine now the average man, totally uninformed about Stoly-
pin and his crimes. What impression would he receive from such
a picture? In all the dispatches was never once a suggestion of the
reasons that prompted the assassination, never a hint of the man’s

- monstrous cruelties, of his savage reactionary policies, of the iron

determination with which he had trampled down every suggestion
of progress. of his relentless persecutions and organized terrorisms
nor of the hundreds of men and women he has doorhed to the hell
of Siberia—or the crime of advocating liberty.

But according to the Associated Press, here lay the brave hero,
patriot and martyr, going courageously to his death while “his last
thoughts were of his people.”

What people? Those he had condemned to be hanged? Or
those he had sent to the slow murdering processes of the convict’s -
camps ? ‘ - -x 3

Thirty million persons in the United States and Canada read
these dispatches thus artfuly colored. What must be the inevitable
effect upon their minds? .

Then think that about every event that
happens, great and small ; about the work of

April in which the Vested Interests pre- ¢
_served themselves and their graft by the
same tactics and a like use of the dear old

Congress and . the acts -of government;
about strikes and lockouts, arrests and
trials; about the things that are funda-
mental conditions. of life; about the deeds

flag.
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I question if there is a place. in the
world where under existing conditions, the
powers that be could not carry any election
they sét out to carry and by about this
method. I ami certain from my own obser-
vation§ that they can thus win anything
‘they want in the British dominions. .
We can perceive now how tremendous

is the power over the thoughts, actions, The Big C*‘“,S‘
conclusions and votes of men, over govern- Whose Fault is It?
ments and destinies of nations, that lay in “Cuipid » Ia Push Cait

the hands of the masters of industry,
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of corporations ind the tricks of finaneiers;
about laws and courts, candidates and elec-
tions, men and affdirs, the same influence is
steadily at work, feeding these readers with
facts distorted, with substitutions, prevari-
cations and inventions, and is it wondcr ful
that progress is so slow?

You cannot expect much progress in a
country where the people are not aliowed to
know what is going on. .

We have among us many respectable
gentlemen that are convinceéd conditions
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BY EMANUEL JULIUS




’ g f
. 2 .

are wrong and ought to be set right. I have
one question for all of them: ;

What on éarth do you think you can ac-
complish ynless you get a press that is un-
controlled: £ : ;

Rise of Industrial Unionism

No one should fail to observe the manifest

uneasiness with which all the railroad mana-
gers have received the news of the formation

of “System federations” or industrial ynions

on their lines. .
Some of them refuse to treat with the rep-

resentatives of such federations and refer pa- -
-thetically to the pleasant: relations they ‘used .

to sustain with the old crafts umions.

Wise managers! They know when they are
.. well off. It was easy enough to beat the craft
unions, when each craft looked out for itself
and cared nothing about 'the interests of any
other workmen. It is very different when
all the crafts stand shoulder to shoulder, mak-
ing common cause; all the difference that
there is between beating ten regiments, one
at a time and beating 10,000 men in one com-
pact army. That is what the managers don't
like. I do not know how theré could be a
plainer indication of the wise policy for labor
to take.

The managers now refuse to recognize or

treat with the system’s federation, while pro-

fessing entire willingness to treat with the
craft unions. '

How long is it since they were refusing to
receive or treat with the craft unions, but pro-
fessed their entire willingness to treat with
the men as individuals? »

It' appears then that they can be driven
back from one position to another if labor
advances. - But they stir not an inch so long
as labor but marks time.

, X k%

Whenever, in the course of the negotiations
the prospect was for a strike, down went the
prices of stocks in the Wall Street keno lay-
outs. The next day the news would be fa-

vorable for peace, and up would go the stocks

again.

It now appears that the insiders had twenty-
four hours advance information as to what
‘the news would be and sold short just before

the ticker predicted a strike, and bought -

heavily just before it promised peace. As the
turn of things for war or peace lay entirely
in ‘their hands one may see that the arrange-

ment was altogether pleasant and profitable-

gnd a fine illustration of that game of Heads-
I-win-tails-you-lose of which Wall Street is
justly fond  and whereof its form of keno
solely consists.

You should turn from the contemplation
of these facts to the statements of the mana-
gers that they were restrained from granting
the men’s demands by a delicate consideration
for the Interests of the Public.

Such is the transportation business in Amer-
~ica as at present conducted. What do you
think of it? Study it well, and always bear

in mind that a little bi-carbonate of soda af-

fords ready relief for mausea.
S

“The Interests of the Public.”
sweet phrase.

§

That’s a
In the mouth of anybody con-

" nected with the Southern Pacific, for instance.

That hoary old malefactor is groggy with loot
taken these many years from the same public
of which it has suddenly grown so tender.
Years ago it stole about everything that is the
foundation of its present greatness. It bribed
Congressmen to bestow upon it a magnificent
domain of the public land, and then grabbed
more. It has today millions of acres to which
it long ago forfeited all right. It is the largest
owner of timber lands in the United States,
and nine-tenths of these lands have been
wrongfully obtained " from the public. Its
early history reeks with frauvd and robbery;
by its record it has been the vilest old thief in

the world ; for thirty years it was busy piling

up one illegitimate fortune after another, all
gouged out of the public. And now this grand
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old pirate comes smugly into court loaded with
spoils,, and says that it cannot grant to its

employes decent pay and decent conditions.
because the Interests of the Public fOI"bld.'

Can you beat that? e
With one-tenth of the wealth it has drawn

improperly from the people of the United

States it could afford to increase threefold the
wages of all the men that work for it.

If it could squeeze from its securities one-
half of the water in them it could reduce rates
by one-half and grant all the demands of its

men, and pay twenty per cent dividends.
- . If it had one-half the money it has spent in

debauching and corrupting the politics of the
state of California alone it could give_all these
shop hands three times as much as they ask
for and never feel it.

If it had now one-half the sum it has spent
in political corruption of all kinds it could
'pay all of its employes better wages than are

paid anywhere else in the world and never

miss a dividend.

With one-half the money it has gouged
from the public in the taxes it has dodged it
could retire enough of its indebtedness to re-
duce rates one-half. '

From such a source, talk about the inter-
ests of the public falls like sweet music on
the soul.

~Vindication for a Large Man

I am convinced now that many of us, in-
cluding your unworthy” preacher here, have
done, in their thoughts, injustice to the large
broad person that ‘holds the place of chie’
magistrate of our great nation.

We have believed, have we not? that the in-

scrutable provisions of nature were such in
his case that he could not think straight if at
all on any subject. We have jeered at his ut-
terances as the speech of a dweller in the
Seventeenth Century miraculously preserved
to the Twentieth. \We have declared that he
never entertained an idea of later vintage than
1716. We' have .even said that to make him
comprehend the age and conditions in which
he lived some form &f surgical operation would
be necessary. :
. And now, behold, he has laid hold of some-
thing by the handle instead of the blade. He
has got something right at last. Into this
gloomy legal mind has crept the light of a
modern fact; the Seventeenth Century there
is groping at last for the Twentieth.

In one of his speeches on his present tour
the large man- slapped his large thigh with
enthusiasm and defended the Supreme Court,
particularly about its decisions in the Stand-

_ard Oi1l and American Tobacco cases.

“During the last year,” says he, having more
respect for his facts than his English, “during
the last year, we have had two great decisions
by the Supreme Court of the United .States.
’I};ley are epoch-making and the public has
not yet come to realize the effect that those

~ decisions are certain to have.”

To the casual reader this might seem like
mere commonplace. A- a matter of fact it is
a profound truth. The public has not yet
realized the effect of these decisions, but it
will before long, oh broad-girthed golf player!
Right you are. And “epoch-making”—true for
you again! ‘There’s the word, “epoch-mak-
ing.” I guess it will be epoch-making to the
king’s taste if the public eyer really discovers
“the effect that those decisions are certain to
have.” Let us see how.

In these two cases the decisions of the Su-
preme Cuurt were to the effect that each Trust
must be reorganized.

Now, of course, this is really the great end
to seek in dealing with the always puzsiing
trust problem. Let the trust be reorganized
and all will be well. The trouble with our
trusts is that they are not reorganized. Few
persons, indeed, I may say very few, perceive
this ; but. Mr. Taft sees it plainly. It's a great
economnic truth. Has the price of meat gore
up? Let the Beef Trust be reorganized. Has
sugar become desrer? Reorganize the Sugar

-bles. Reorganize.

golf sticks.
- organization i$ the greatest boon that ever be-

Trust. Does the Lumber Trust interfere with
elections and legislatures? Let it be reorgan-
ized at once. Does the cost of all the necessi-
ties of life rise from month to month? Re-
organize all the trusts and see how happy we
shall be. ~ . : : ]

There’s the grand solution of all our trou-
Mr. Tait sees it plainly

now. The Supreme Court has made all clear

~ to’him. Very few others can see it at all. But

he sees it. And that is why we confess we

* have done him injustice. We thought he couid

see nothing but the relative merits of different
But he can. He can see how Re-

fell a free people. Reorganize the trusts and
be happy. The Supreme Court says so and
Mr. ‘Taft supports the Supreme Court.

: Xk x .

And he 'is perfectly right. ~Indeed, - yes.
How true it is, on reflection, that “the public
has not yet rome to realize the. effect that
those decisions are certain to have!” But
the ignorance of the public on this subject is
not long to endure. Pretty soon comes en-
lightenment. Then all can see how ‘great are
reorganization, the Supreme Court and Taf:,

- Like this: ‘

The process. of reorganization inthe case
of the Standard Oil company involves the
opening of a new set of books in every state.

To reorganize and evade the blessed Sher-
man act there is te be a Standard Oil com-
pany in every state. Then the Federal law will
have nothing to do with its operations.

To carry out this project considerable ex-
pense will be necessary. There will be new
offices, a clerical force employed, some books
to be kept that were never kept before.

An officer of the company has already ad-
mitted that these expenses will be met in the
good old familiar way. ~

Prices will be raised on kerosene and all pe-
troleum products.

So you can see how just and true was Mr.
Taft’s observation and how wrong were we
that said he never got anything right. The
public has indeed not yet come to realize the
effect of these decisions. But it will when oil
goes up two cents a gallon.  And about the
same time it may also come to realize the full
measure of the blessings that flow from re-
organizing a Trust.

And that will be epoch-making, you bet.

Mr. Taft is the eloquent and ardent cham-
pion of Reorganizing the Trusts and sees

. therein the solution of every national ill. How

unfair then have been those critics that have

thought nothing really moved the hidden

fountains of his soul but golf and his brother
Charley’s base ball teams.
T

“We did not see you here yesterday,” said
Mr. Bryan, looking up genially as Uncle Joe
Cannon enteréd our Club Rooms. _

“No,” said Uncle Joe, lighting a fresh cigar,
“I was to the funeral.” . ’

“Funerzl!” cried in chorus ex-King Man-
uel, George Gould and the Shah of Persia.
All looked up eagerly, for of course a funeral
1S an exciting event in the quiet precincts of
our Club. :

“Yes,” said Uncle Joe, “Mr. Taft's baby.”

“What did you say was its name?” said
Chauncey Depew, holding one hand to his. ear.

“Reciprocity,” said Uncle Joe. '

At this Colonel Crazy Horse uttered a wild
shriek, sprang from his chair struck the ceil-
ing three times with his head, and ran seven
times around the room, laughing violently.
Long after the rest of the members had re-
tired the Colonel’s demoniac “Ha! ha!”
echoed through the spacious corridors.—From
“Eveniiigs at the Down and Out Club,” by Lit-
t’e Rollo Abboit.
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Théy have got the correct dope at last on

« the increased cost of meat.

The corn ears in Illinois this year are so
large that the farm hands get tired out before
they can feed the -cattle, and so up goes beef.

This seems to be about as logical -a reason
as any other in a country that produces twice
as much as it consumes,



Typical Panama Scene

;\F cannot be very long on the Cana’

0 | Zone without beginning to lcok arounl

for the Socialist in the woodpile. First
———————=| of all there is the government railroad
M@ There are two systems. The rolling
W@: stock, marked “U. S.” belongs directly
. to the nation and is used exclusively in
connection with the construction work. This sys-
tem operates about- 150 miles of track, nearly as
many locomotives and 2,000 dir* cars.

The Panama Railroad was bw  across the Isth-
mus back in the fifties, by a private corporation.
At -first it .was enormously profitable, but with the
competition of the trans-continental 'lines it lost
much of its traffic and fell into considerable decay
until the majority of its stock was bought
by the Freanch Canal Company. They re-!
suscitated it for construction purposes.
When in 1904 we bought out the French
we also acquired their control of this sys-
tem. A few shares of stock are still out-
standing—which allows the road to remain
tcchnically a private concern and so engage
in commercial business. But in spite of this
technicality it is a national railroad—the
only one we have. And it is one to be
proud of. .

An Efficient Rulwny System

The government—in Mr. Slifer—sectired
the services of a general manager who was
at the top of the railroad business, and un-
der his.administration the road was practic-
ally rebuilt and put on a basis of efficiency
which is surpassed by none in the States
Without exceptions the crowds cf engineers
who from time to time visit the Isthmus
have praised the transportation work.

It is impossible to estimate how the
Panama Railroad works out as a money
earner. Its annual financial statements are
unusually rosy, but this is a matter ¢f book-
keeping. The greatest part” of its work at
present is carrying for the Isthmian Canal
Commission, another branch of the govern-
ment. And by what standard the government de-
cides what it shall charge itself for doing its own
work is hard to determine. Apparently it charges
itself just enough to make the road pay satisfactory
dividends. It is certain, however, that no private
concern would do the government work .so cheaply.

The Panama Railroad also oper-
ates about 150 miles of track. The
two government systems combined
run to over 500 miles.

The next things which strike thc
visitor to the Isthmus are the gov-
ernment hotels at both ends of the
line, If you are at the- Pacific ter-
minus you will stop at the Tivaoli
Hptel. The native hotels in Panama
City are dirty and disreputable. The v
Tivoli sets on the side of Ancon Hill, e
with a gorgeous view out over the i
Bay. What you will think of the hotel
depends entirely upon where you
come from. If direct from the States,
you will probably grumble at the
orices—which are highs—the cold stor-
age meals will not be as good as

B
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TESTING SOCIALISM
IN THE CANA

Photes by Paul Thompson, N. V.

ZONE

School House, Culebr

those served cn Breadway. DBut if you have been
making g tour of  the .tropics it will. seem like
Heaven. '

South of Florida, with the exception the most
expensive hotels in Jamaica, there is no. 7 like
it. After eating the tough fresh meat ot Costa
Rica or Venezuela—cooked the day it is killed—the
table of the Tivoli seems superb. The cleanliness
of it, after any other Latin American hostelry, is
a luxury. There are wide, pleasant verandas, beau-

Dinner time at 2 Commission Hotel, Gorgona

tiful rest rooms and parlors. And wonder of won-
ders—for this climate—a billiard table with real
cushions! The hotel is owned and directly operated
by the government.
Caring for the “Men on the Job”
These are the things—the railroad and the hotels

View of Bay of Pasama and Tiroli Hotel

The Y. M. C. A. at Gatun

—which impress the tourist. DBut the men on the
job get many more sumples of what can be ac-
complished by the government along the line of
socialistic reforms.

Three times a day the men are fed by the gov-
ernment. A person used to living in the Waldorf
would probably kick at the mess. But the men who
come here from all construction jobs—as is the
case 11 almost every class except the office clerks—
never knew such good eatmg before.

I Jdid some surveying once in the moun-
tains - of Montana. We were never two
hundred miles from Helena. We had “sow-
belly and spuds” for breakfast, tock out on
the line with us our lunch—a’ couple of
sandwiches made from embalmed beef and
sour-dough biscuits—and had “spuds and
sow-belly” {for supper. And in ti:e Tropics
there are lots of jobs where “spuds” are
a rarity.

Board for Thirty Cents a Day

Here 2ll the employes are well fed. In a
repert dated June, 1907, I find the following:

“Fifteen hotels were operated for white
Americans, where good wholesome meals are
furnished for 30 cents each. :

“Eighteen mess halls are operated for the
European (laborers), where a day's board
is furnished for 40 cents. The stewards
and cooks at these messes are usually Euro-
peans, and a meal pec culiar to the taste of
men boarding there is served.

“There are in operation 23 kitchens - for
West Indian laborers (negroes), where a
day’s board is furnished for 30 cents:

“The number of meals served during the
month of June, 1907, is as follows: Hotels,
197,419 ; messes, 286,155; kitchens. 456,765 ;
or nearly a mxlhon meals for the month.

“T'he subsistence operations are merely self-sup-
porting, it is not the purpose to make a profit.”

At the time this was written there were 23,
employes, . today the number is over 33,000. The
“subsistence operations” have grown accordingly.

+ Lodging Furnished Free

It is the same with “quarters.” It
would be eminently unfair to com-
pare them with the dormitories of
orivately endowed colleges. But com-
pared with the sleeping bag in which
I lived during that Montana survey,
or the rough shacks which the
United Fruit Company rents to its
employes in the banana fields they -
are luxurious.

First of all, they are free. This
must always be considered as part
of the wages paid by the government.
They are roomy, weather tight and
well -furnished. Water —including
baths—and electric lights are alsd
free. And the government furnishes
service for the bachelor quarters,



" kitchens and employes by. the C

- Like the

. bles printed in The Canal Record.

Above all, the quarters are kept as healthy as sani-
tary science knows how.
" Here is a typical report on labor and quarters for
the month of December, 1910:
.~ On December 28th, there were 35,132 em-
ployes ‘actually at work on the Canal and the
Panama railroad, and of that number, 29,088
were Canal employes. The gold force an the
Canal work, composed almost entirely of whlte
+ Americans, was 4,705,

The report of the Chief Quartermaster for
Pecember shows that the number of family
quarters oc¢cupied by “gold” employes was 1,740,
which is thrée more than in November, and the
occupants .numbered 5,551, an increase, of 121.
‘Of this number, 1,878 were women, and 1,841
children. Bachelor quarters cccupied by “gold”
employes - numbered 2,021, and the occupants
numbered 3,418, of whom 196 were women. The
family quarters occupied ‘by European laborers
numbered 282, and the oc¢cupants; 916; bachelor
quarters, 108, and thé number -of occupants,

5,310. The family quarters occupied by West :

Indians numbered 1,061, and
4,490; bachelor quarters, 252,

of occuparts, 4.700.
But Uncle Sam has not stopped at being landlord
and cook for this community. The report for 1907,
!mm which I quote above, cont..ns the mllm\mg

Laundry, Pies and Ice Cream -

“Supplies are furnished to the hotels, messes.
Commissary Depart-
ment, which has de\elopcd into a modern depart-
ment ‘store. In comnection with the Commissary,
there are in operation during the year, cold storage
and ice plants, and a well-equipped laundry and bak-
ery.” The Report for 1908 says: “Through its
thirteen branch stores, located at the more impor-
tant points along the line of work, the Commissary
supplies ice, meats, bread, pies, cake, ice-cream, and
groceries of all kinds as well as laundry service.
The value 0:' the commodities sold during the year
.xggregated $3,735,607.11.

“An average of 742 c.nplnycs were carried on the
rolls of the department, at an annual
cost of $430,343.75.

A Department Store Without Profit

This department store might well
serve as a text for u Socialist ser-
mon. It is a monopoly—has elimi-
nated competition.. Probably 90 per
cent of everything which is -bought
by the 35,000 employes- and their
families is from the Commissary.
“Subsistence operations,”
it is not the purpose to make a
profit.  Stock is purchased in the
open market at wholesale, everything
which a modern department store
carries, from porterhouse steaks to
silk stockings, baby buggles and
Havana cigars—10 per cent is added
to the cost to cover running ex-
penses. . Here—hundreds of miles
from home—you can buy alimost anything at 10
per cent abgve the most favorable wholesale prices
in the States.

When 7§ said they furnished everything carried
by a modern department store, I over-shot the
mark. Thcy don’t have shoddy clothes nor adul-
terated goods. They are not buying to get rich,
so they Jo not have to cheat their ¢ustomers. There
is none of this “just as good”- talk over the coun-
ters.. You get what you want, or are shown some
thing better. They have no interest in selling you

the occupants,
a:uL- the number

.one brand rather than another, "except to give you

satisfacticn.
Some Amazing Advertising

Perhaps the most amazing thing about this depart-
ment- store is the way it advertises.’ There is a per-
manent catalog of its standard articles and once
in a while a circular giving information about new
stock. And every week a column or so of announce-
ments of ‘cold storage meats and perishable ‘vegeta-
All this printing
s done on the government presses at cost. Com-
pare this. weekly notice from the Record with the
spread eagle full page ads. in the dailies at home

and figr-e up the economy of such a system of -

selling things.
The hours. during which commissmlos are opon are
as follows:
Crlltobal and Culebra, 8§ a.

to 7T p
All Gther commiasarivs. S§a m tolp m;3pmto

. to 12.30 p. p m,

T p.om,

Retail prices of cold storage provisions for the week
beglnning January 16th,

FRESH MEATS,

Pr.ce

Mutton—Stewing, per pound ........vieivecnss L6
Shoulder, neck trimmed off (4 Ibs. and

OVEr), Der pound . iuecesassscessnsnswes 09
Entire forequarter (not trlmmed) w 1bs,

over, per-pound®............. PP poR |

Leg (8 to 10 pounds). per pound 4 Ak .17(

Cutlets, per pound
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Short cut chops, per pontd ............ .20

Lamb — Stewing, per p?)s ge p ............. O |
Entire dtprequartcr. neck. trlmmed oﬁ‘ per

e R R R R K 00

Leg (5" to 8 1bs.). per pound, . ... ....... .20

RN - Per: DI i kvt s aenenn e 24

Cutists, per poundt .......cc0000. 0 R

Veal — Stewing, DUE SDUBRE o viabaenasvecasysi .08
Shoulder, for xonstlnz {not under 4 1bs.),

f»er L e Qe A A4

Loin for roasting, per pound ..... BOES a9

(‘hops. i g 1 RN R 24

CXLIEE Per PONBd . s iivenacnana .o 28

Pork — Cuts; per pound ..........ccnv0eiees . +36

Beef — Suet; per pound . .....ii bt eiccenceans 02

4 Soup, {)er DL 5 s s v e i s Soassmen e 05

Btaw, Per poudd .....vp00es s 5wy en e 00

Corned, per pound .............. 12, .14 16

Chuck rcast (31bs. and over), per pound .13

; POt roast, per pound ....:..... «coooe. A0
¢ Rlb roast, second cut (not under 31 1bs.)

T geh o TR e S RO i i N R A8

2 R!h roast; first cut.(not under 3 1bs.). per
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How the’Government Houses Employes in Panama

POUDE ciscsvssrnmesmavne snvsasasandes 20
Sirloin roast, pér pound .............. . 21
Rump roast, per pound ............... -
Porterhouse roast, per pound .......... 21
Steak, Chuck, per pound .............. 14

Round, per pound

How Corporations in the United States house employes; “Company Coal Shacks” a few

miles from Girard, Kansas

i Rib: per potdd .... -co-lcoooioe 20
‘llrloilr): Por POBBA . .vovco0en i as 21
Porterhouse, per pound .......... iy |
Rump, per pound .............. 21
Tenderloin, per pound ..:......... W24

“Labor Time” Money

Ne department store in the United States could
do business with so small an outlay for advertising.
And the banks of the Chagres and the Rio Grande
are not disfigured with requests to eat “Grape Dust”
or wear Fluffy Ruffles underwear.

Another noticeable feature of the Commissary
stores 1s that no money p'l%w: over the counter.
E w;-rythms’,r is paid for by “couyg pons, " which s*rongly
remind one of the “labor time” currency advocated

by some Socialists.

In short, this great gencral store is surpnsmgly
like the “Co-operative” which is run in connection
with the Socialist party of Belgium and similar en-
terprises of workingmen’s associations the world
over. It buys its' products in gross, eliminates
middle-man profits, picks its stock to meet a definite
need, advertises to assist its patrons, hot to stimu-
late an artificial demand.

Every one connected with it, works on a salary;
most of its 1,000 employes work eight hours a day,
some nine hours.. Even at Christmas it does not
overwork its girls. The salaries are higher than
for similar work in the States. They average close
to $600 a year ard “quarters.” Yet the whole en-
terprise funétions smoothly—does not fall to pieces
as we are continually assured business would if
it were not. for competition und the hope of large
profits.

But the gmernment goes even farther than this -
in its surprising paternalism. Besides employing
and housing and feeding and Ll')[hlﬂ[{ the commniu-
nity, it amuses them!

Govemment Amusements

Up and down “the-line,” in every large settle
ment, there are “Commission Club Houses.” They
are large, pleasant buildings, with social halls, read-
ing rooms, papers and iaagazines from home—game’
rooms, bowling alleys, gymnasium and baths. The
Government invited the co-operation of the Youny
Men's Christian Association in conducting these
recreation centers, and pays the salary of a mana-
ger, trained by the Y. M. C. A. schools for each
club house. That organization has had the good
sense to send down men for this work who are
not impertinently sectarian. A man can join the
clubs irrespective of his religions beliefs or lack
of them.

Although the Club Houses are primarily intended
for the men, they are, under certain restrictions,
opened to women anJd children. There are gymna-
sium classes and basket baii for the youngsters and
every few weeks a dance. Several of the Clubs
have musical and dramatic societies.

More especially to amuse and in-
terest the women folk, the Govern-
ment has . fostered the Woman’s
Club movement. A special organ-
izer from the National Federation
was persuaded to come down, and
now every village along “the line”
has its mother’s Club. The better
halves of the steam shovel men, file
clerks, draughtsmen and engineers
are given every encouragement to
get together for readings from
3rowning, discussions of Child Hy-
giene and formal gossip—instead of
mcping at home.

Encouraging Vaudeville

The Government also encourages
strolling vaudeville artists and plat-
form emertainers. Occasionally even
a circus comes to break the monotony. And oné
of our Governmental launches runs a Sunday excur-
sion down to the mouth of the Chagres and so gives

a chance at sea bathing and picnicing on the mines

of -the old Spanish fortress at San Lorenzo.

Along the same line of paternalism—but of more
fundamental significance—is the Governmental atti-
tude in its industrial relation to the labor force.

Of greatest importance to the working man is the

" frank recognition and encouragement of labor un-

ions. A Socialist administration could not be more
cordial to organized labor.

Of greatest importance to the wives and children
of the men is the full recognition of employer’s
liability for accidents. Dynamite is used in greater
quaatity than anywhere else in the world. The
Government goes much farther in their effort to
prevent accidents than any private employer ever
Jdreamed of dning.

’

Prevention of Accidents

The representative of 'the Du Pont Powder Com-
pany, which furnishes riost of the explusive, told

*me that the greatest marvel to him of all this won-

derful job was the low accident rate—especially re-
markable, as most of the work is done by §lin shod
and exceedingly careless Jamaica negro laborers.
Despite the utmost care premature explcsions some-
times occur. But when -the inevitable happens the
heirs need no lawyer to collect for them. The men
themselves could not devise a simpler or surer
method of compensation.

It is a safe generalization that in every phase of
the complicated relationships of employer and em-
ployes, the Government is more liberal than any
private concern could affor > he. And in regard
to wages, hours of employment. safety appliances
and sanitation tiiere is no man cn t'e job who ever
worked under better conditions elsewhere. This
1s true even of such highly organized men as tte
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railroad engineers and the topograqhers. It.is a
hundred times more true of the unskilled laborers—
both white and black. - ‘

The more one stays here. the more onc realizes
that the Tsthmian Canal Commission has gone fur-
ther towards Socialism than -any other branch of
our government—further probably than any gov-
.ernment has ever gone.

No Socialists. Running the Job

“The natural inference is that some or all of the
Commissioners are “tainted witn Sdcialism.j’ Noth-
ing could be more untrue. They are technical men,
little interested ‘in Political Philosophy., Col. Goe-
thals, the chairman of the Commission, is an Army'
Engineer and is so wrapped up in his specialty that
if 'you pointed out the Socialist trend of much that
he is doing he would be surprised. I doubt if he

ever read a book on Socialism or Political Economy, _

All this practical oferation of methads which our
responsible editors and college “professors call the
vagaries of Utopian dreamers has arisen out of
orim necessity, The Commission was not persuaded
to take. up “municipal trading,” “government owner-
ship of railways,” nor the manufacture of icesream
and apple pies, by the arguments of the *“Fabian
Tracts,” but because of the logic of events. The
necessities of the situation forced them to experi-
ment in methods which have long been .advocated
by Socialism. The ‘marvel is that, even under ad-
ministrators unfriendly or indifferent to Socialism,
these socialistic experiments have succeeded—with-
out exception. ,

1t was the original intention of the government
to have the Canal dug by private con‘ractors. The

THE COMING NATION

men planned would have-

forced us to pay our people -
fabulous wages. Hence the
Commisaries. “It was the only
commpon-sense sclution of the
problem,” one of the officials
told me. And he would. be the
last person to admit that
“common' sense” and “Social-
ism” are synonvmous,

Compelled to Adopt Socialist

Methods

And so 1t is with all the so-
cialistic-methods I have spoken
of- -and the hundred others I
have not mentioned., The Com-
mission tried to gets private
contractors to handl!e the prob
lem of feeding--the only sat-
1sfactory way they weuld do it
was to do it themselves—in
the way any Sccia'ist would
have told -them _at.the bezin-
ning was the “common-sense”
way. '

It is not an easy thing to get
men to leave gond jobs at
home for an uncenwainty in a
strange country. The Commis- ,
sion has had to offer many inducements besides
good wages. And once they have the men on the
Isthmus they must keep them contented and amused
and above all, healthy. And so the Government has
been forced into socialistic reforms without enl.

I happened to meet only one man during my stay

Chief Engineer’s Residemce

.

~ case is stated at length in one of the Annual Re-
ports. The gist of it was that advertise as indus-
trially as they could for bids, no private contractor
came up with anything like a reasonable offer.
Reluctantly the Gouvernment decided to do the job
itself. It was surprised to find how much more
economically it could do it than private concerns.
This aquotation from the Report, June, 1907, shows

a typical condition: “Over 600 horses and mules,
with the necessary wagons, carts, carriages and am-
bulances are in the service, | In this connection it
is interesting to note that the cost per month per
téam to the Commission for teams actually working,
including all charges for laber, forage and miscel-
laneous items, as well as expense for sick teams,
was about $110. A proposal was received recently
by the Commission from a contractor in the United
States, who has had considerable experience in
similar work in Central America, to do all land

transportation at the rate of $450 per month, per .

team, or over four times what it is ccsting the
Commission at the preseat time.” The Socialists
have always maintained that the Government could
.do such things cheaper than private concerns. The
Commissicn was surprised to find that it was true.

Ice Cheaper Than in the States

And what was true of mules proved to be true in
a hundred and one other ways. Ice; for, instance, is
necessa:'y to healith in the Tropics. A private cor-
roration in Panama City ‘was selling ice at an al-
most prohibitive price. - The Commission built a
plant and delivers it at the dvor to its employes for
$4 a ton—and slightly more than pays expenses.

The Coramission did not go into the department
store business for any other reason than necessity.
First of all, the private stores in Panama City and
Coton did not carry many of the articles which the
American employes and their wives needed. And
lheq the native merchants had 'made, extravagant
profits out of the Frenth when they were working
on the Canal and were practicing similar piracy
on us. “The Cust of Living” which these gentls-

on the Isthmus who was a m:mber of the Ameri-
can Socialist party. He was a mechanic who had
been here almost from the first. . He was a keen
chap—a man with the best kind ‘of education in
the world—the kind- one makes for oneself out of
night-schools and books and ke¢ping one’s eyes
open ajl the time.

i

As Enciesioa Party o Tabego lalend

_learned on the Isthmus.

6
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Raiiway Terminal at Las Cascadas

T told him T was going to write an article for the
Comine Nartiox about the Socialist lessons to be
"And this—as near as I
can remember—is what he said:

“Yes. This is a fine place to get an idea of what
some thinzs will be like when we get the world
educated vn to Socialism. "Of course, it isn't So-
First of ail, there isn’t any democracy
down here. Tt's a Bureaucracy that’s got Russia
backed off the map. Goetha's runs this show. He's
the best boss T ever worked under—but you can’t
have real Socialism. without Democracy—first, last
and al! the time. Government ownership don’t mean
anything to vs workingmen uvnless we own the Gov-
ernment. We Jdon't here—this is the sort of thing
Jismarck dreamed of.

“And then again this isn't a normal community.
We ain’t producing weaith. That is. unless the
Canal pavs back all the money it's costing. Lots of
people think it never will—anyhow it won't for a
long time. Meanwhile we're spending money in-
stead of producing it. Socialism will havé to be
self-supporting. Of course, we are producing some
wealth. Ice, bread, and we make a lot of- things in
the machine shaps which are wealth. "And perhaps

cialism.

-in° the big senz& this Canal is wealth even if -t

deesn’t pay—just as much as fine music or a great
painting. But in the ordinary boolkeeping sense
it's all going out and nothing coming in. We're
being supported from the States.

As Near Socialism as You Can Get

“But except for these reservations this Canal
Zone is'as near Socialism as you can get tolay—a
lot nearer. First shot ~ut of the box we've got
nationalization of land. People get their ground
here on lease—like the Henry George Scheme. Then
there is the railroad and all these shops—there isn't
a better run machine shep in the States than Gor-
gona—darn few as big—there ain’t no competition
nor private profits in them. And the Commissary—
that's got the problem of retail distribution solved
for us. : '

“I wish T could get some cf those solid ivory-
headed mutts who get up in Socialist meetings at
liome and make objections down here for a while.
Not that I've got anything against the Canal—but

-I'd like to show ’em!

“I never made a Socialist speech i1 the States
vet without some wise guy getting up and saying
that the politicians are all grafters, that they give
men jobs in the street cleaning department to get
votes and that if we had mumnicipal street cars
they'd just have one more vote for each-motorman
and conductor, and that the Board of Aldermen
zlways takes -all there is in the City Treasury that
isn’t nai'ed down—so ‘why give them the gas and
wiater company to. steal, too? God! T wish I had
a dollar for every time a man has said that to me
Weil, say, this is a government job—the biggest
one ever pulled off on this foot-stool. Have you
seen any graft runmmg around loose hére? [ guess'
not. The Old Aan's hell on grafters.

“I haven’t anytuing good to say about the crooks
up at Washington, but what is done here on the
Zone is done -traight. I know because I've been
here right along. I've seen more than one man get
the G. B. for some little graft they'd laugh at up in
the States. But you can’t put anything ever on
Gocthals, no matter how small, \ _

“Now you don’t expect a Socialist to be strong
for the army men. " [ ain’t. I’d like ’em betfer with-
vut their brass buttons and stuck-up-uess, but the
crowd down here are on the level.  And if Col

(Continued on page ine.)
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— HE capxtaixst class knows its interests.
B2 It understands the principles of polit-
ical économy and realizes the signifi-
cance of the clas _struggle. Industri-

ally speaking, it is the active wing of

e - accepts the Socialist teachings, but acts
npon them. It beliéves in concentration of wealth,

it believes and furthers centralization of mdustnes,'

it believes in socializing. manufacturc, it believes in
the efficacy of industrial unionism. There is only
one phase of the Socialist philosophy to which it

takes exception—it refuses to turn over to society

the advantages of a highly soctahzed system of pro-
duction and distribution. oK

Industrial affiliation is the Iatest developésl phase
of the class struggle and the workmgmen of this
* country are beginning to appreciate its value when
* applied in the battles with the employing class. In
the boot and shoe industry, however, I am sorry to
state, its significance is ignored by the workers;
but fully understood by the capitalists. Those who
control the industry have not centralized the manu-
facture of shoes, but have found a safer and firmer
place on which to.settle their foothold. They got
pessession of the shoe manufacturing machinery.

It is the machinery that coatrols the industry and
he who owns the machine owns the means by which
. the industry ‘lives. It does not 'matter what the

laster demands, what the cutter demands, what the

operator demands. Their demnands are presented to
the manufacturer, but the manufacturer does not
‘control the industry. He is the middle man, the
- man who stands between the maker of shoes and
the real employer-—the Shoe Manufacturing Ma-
chinery Trust The manufacturer Jdoes not own
the shop. The  Shoe Manufacturing Machinery
Company equips it, ¢ases the machinery, keeps it in
~ order, assuines the expense of installation and mam-

tenance and charges a royalty on. every pair of

shoes manufactured. |

The Supremacy of the Trust

On May 3, 1911, at the hearing of the Sem'e
Finance Committee on the farmer’s free list bili
and reciprocity, the shoe manufacturers gave valu-
able information on the way the Shoe Machinéry
Trust controls the industry. Here is the report
that' was sent out from Washington on that day
to the New York Times, a capitalist daily:

“All the witnesses this morning were shoe manu-
facturers from the Middle West, and they agreed
in their testimony that the industry was under the
thumb of a trust controlling the shoe factory ma-
chinery. ’ ’

“THis trust, they said, is the United Shoe Ma-
chinery Company of Boston. The duty of 45 per
cent on machinery for the manufacture of shoes
kept them from buying their equipment abroad,
they testified, while the iron-bound conmiracts into
vhich the .trust forced them made it impossible
for them to get any machinery in this country
_ unless they got it all of the trust. Thesc contracts,
 according to todays testimony, run for seveniezn
years, and . competitors are thus kept out of the
business from an impossibility to find customers.

“Seven shoe manufacturers appeared, represent-
ing houses in Chicago, St. Louis, and Milwaukee.
Most of the talking for them: was done by William
- D'Oench of St. Louis, and the suggestion was made
~ that the testimony before the Finance Committee
be later submitted to the Department of Justice for
possible action at law. Other witnesses were F. F.

Selz of Chicago, Jackson Johnson of St. Louis, Mr.

McElroy of St. Louis, Mr. Fitzgerald of Milwau-
kee, and Mr. Florsheim of Chicago.

“The hearing was primarily to show +hy the-

shoe industry should not be subjected to free boots
- and shoes as proposed in the pending , House bill,
‘but it soon became an inquiry into the shoe ma-
chinery monopoly.

“Mr. D’Oench explained that ‘the United Shoe

Machinery Company, which he said was a trust, .

controlled the industry.. The American shoe manu
facturers signed leases on the machinery of the
company, and at the same time had to use the ma-
“terial furmshcd by ﬂze company. The company
controlls the wire used in stitching shoes.

“ The shoe machinery trust owns practxc lly all
the shoe machivery in this country,’ said‘Mr.
D'Oench. Senators Heyburn, Sendto: Smoot, arrd
otiers asked if it did not control the patents to
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the machinery in question, and if this control was
not the basis of the alleged monopoly.

““The basic patents have expired,’” said the™ wit-
ness.

. “He then explained that the only way the Ameri-
carn manufacturer could get shoe machinery was. to
lease it from the shoe machinery trust, which at the
same time furnished the wire and other parts. Mr.
D’Oench said as good machines co1ld be got in Eu-
rope but there was a 45 per cent duty on them.

duty..

“‘That, would relieve uys very much,’
witness. _ .

“Senator. Smoot then asked why the American
shoe manufacturers did not buy English machines
and pay the duty.

“‘Because the United Shoe Machinery Compary

‘said the

would come into our plants and take every machine

o

Union Holds Its Own

This state of affairs will explain the positien of
the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union. The purpose
of organization among workingmen .is for an ag-
gressive attitude. They must make demands, fcrce
concessions, fight for gains. But the Boot and Shoe
Wworkers’ Union, due to the pressure brought upon
it by the Trust, has been driven from the aggres-
sive to the defensive. It had to fight for what it
had already won, it had to use its efforts ir the
struggle to hold its own.” John F. Tobin, the presi-
dent of the union, when discussing what it had ac-

"complished, called attention to the fact that while

during the year 1903 the wages of 159,000 textile
workers suffering a reduction of 10 per cent, the
wages of the boot and shoe workers were not
reduced.
C. L. Baine,
following to say:
“Wages :have been increased in many localities

general ﬁecrctary-trcasurcr, had the

and hours reduced. In all union stamp and -arbi-

tration factories aad, in fact, in other factories
where the members are united and loyal to their
organization, great improvement has been accom-
plished in the conditions of work. If wages have
not been increased to as high a point as in other
trades cvery intelligent man in the industry knows
that the state of competition besetting our trade
makes it nnp0551ble for the successful employment
of radical means’

But while the union ‘officials admit that the wages
of the boot and.shoe workers have not increased
in proportion to the increase.in other trades the

manufacturers are of thce opinion that they receive -

too much. During the investigation of the high
cost of living by the Massachasetts Commission
last year, some captains of industry laid the blame
on the shoulders of the boot and shoe workers.
The charge was especially emphasized by Mr. George
E. Keith, of the George E. Keith Company. * In

~ reply, President Tobin made the following state-

ment:

S i e I
of thc shoe workers have largely increased. This
is absolutely true. We are proud of the fact. that
our union has been enabled by peaceful methods
in which mutual agreement and arbitration have
been the only means to establish many increases in
wages.

“While admitting that the wages of the shoe

‘workers have been materially increased within re-
cent years, we make the positive agsertion that the
lubor cost per pair for making shoes has not in-
creased a single cent per pair, due to the fact that
more and more sub-divisions of the trade have
been intréduced, the operations simplified so that
less skill is required to maintain. the standard of
workmanship, and each worker becomes a specialist,
then, too, with the introduction of improved ma-
chinery which has aided the sub- -division, the total
labor cost per pair has been -kept down, while the
daily wages have, as we say, increased.”

Union Regulates Work

The ynion does more than increase wages, it

regulates the work. This is by far the riost im-

portant feature in the trade and upon this the
utiion centers its powers. The rapid introduction
of labor-savmg machiisry and the conseguent sub-

“Senator Simmons asked why not abolish the

Keith also states that the wages-

divisions and simplification of: labor causes dis-
order among ‘the crafts and renders skillful work-
ers unnecessary. ~This calls for readjustment in
the conditions of work, for a new regulation of the
“stint,” as it is known in the trade. In the same
letter to the Commiission President Tobin says:

“We are not able to say to what extent, if any,
invention has been stifled, but we are familiar With
the fact that many new and important machines
and improvements upon old machines have - been
made during recent years. For example, the Rapid
Goodyear Stitcher, the Pulling Over and Assems.
bling System in the, lastmg depa*tment the rapid
welter, and the most' recent innovation, the Clicking
or Cutting machipe, both of great importance and
great labor savers and both calling for greater
physical effort upon the part of the operator and
great speed which cheapens production, to say ‘noth-
ing of the saving in stock by the Clicking ‘machine,
roughly estimated at 5 per cent, and praetically all
of this economy in production goes to the -shoe
manufacturer and only a small per- cent to the
workmen with no consideration given to the work-
ers who have been ‘diqplaced by the introduction
of labor-saving machinery.”

Were it not for the union the adv *ntagcs of
machinery would go cntlnly to the employer. As
it is, the union regulales®work and decided on
what should constitute a day’s output. Due to the
difference in individual skill, some doing work
faster than others, many workers go home as early
as three o’clock in the afternoon, while others re-
main until five. The union does not allow the most
skillful one to be made the standard for others to
{ollow.

The union concedes to the manufacturer the right -
to decide on the system under which the work
should be done, and on the machinery which he is
to adopt. But it reserves the right to negotiate
with him on the question of compensation and how
the work shou!d be divided among the employes,
and in failure to agree, to bring the question to
arbitration.

International Disturbances -

These conditions, no matter with what success

‘they have been managed, resulted, nevertheless, in .

a weakening influence on the union. It placed the
various crafts in an antagonistic position toward
one another, and cnused friction among the leather .
workers, lasters, cutters, and others. In addition to
the fluctuating superiority of theé crafts the umion
is a' survival of conservative trade unionism, being
born, bred and reared on the principles of the old
Knights of Labor, and the modern drift toward
radicalism has resulted in many disputes. The pres-
ent administration of the Boot and Shoe Workers'
Union occupies a position in th.. very center of the
industry, while to the right is the old K. of L. con-
servatism and to the left the new insurgent spirit,
fighting for greater radical measures than the ofﬁ-
cials are ready to grant. '

These differences in tactics, views and tempera-
ment of the constituency led to bitter struggles

“which for the last few years threatened the exist-

ence of the organization. This.is neither ‘the time
nor the place to discuss the issues involved, to
either condemn or justify the participants in the
fight. “War is hell,” and the more so when among
people whose wages, manner of work and means of

“livelihood depend on their solidarity, on the re-

spect one has for the interest of the other, and on
the uniied energy with which they are ready to °
repel a- common enemy.

The trouble first began by the Knights of Labor
Cutters, at Lynn, Mass., and finally spread to Haver-
hill, Chicago and St. Louls The insurgents charged
tiie officidls of the union with the arlitrary use of
the union stamp, and with a too strict adherence
o contracts at the cost of more radical and aggres-
sive methods. The administration charged the lead-
ers of the K. of L. unions with treason and with a
malicious desire to disrupt the orgamzatlon The
K. of L. began to disrespect the union stamps and
even called upon the manufacturers to withdraw
it. The manufacturers then turned to the union
for help. Strikes followed and the union, in order
to keep its contracts with the manufaceurers, was )
placed in the painful position of supplying workers
to take the place of the strikers. This was retal-
iated by the K. of L. men who took the places of
union men when they struck. Such a disgraceful
state of affairs lasted since 1903 until recently, and

(Contmued on Page Elevcn)



THE BIG CHANGE *

CHAPTER XX.
— """ F the policeman hustled into the
I' i “street the prophet who cried:
< “Jesus is coming!” back  there

under the gallery of Old Trinity
that Christmas morning, it was
: not because he brought to all whose

Tk interests lie about the intersection
of Wall street and Broadway bad tidings of great
embarrassment, but because the: man was evidently
a little cracked. 4 ; '

‘It used to. be that sound-minded people really
believed iin Christ's Second Coming, desired it with
great desire, hoped for it, prayed for it, even figured
out the date af it. Uncle Billy Hardhead can tell
you of the Millerites, how they had the day set,
and. all, and made them robes of white to” meet
their Lord in the air. Other people may have
laughed at them but that was after the day had
come and gone -and the world hadn’t come to an
end. Nothing happened, it is true, but it might
very well have been on that day. Some day—
only no man knew what one—the Son of Man
would come riding on the clouds of heaven. The
trumpet’s shrill call would be heard
around the world, summoning quick
and dead before the judgment seat
of Christ. It was to be a great and
terrible day, but right after it would
begin the millennium, a new era
‘when there should be na more op-
pression, no more injustice, an era
of which it might be truly sung:
“Mercy and truth are met together,
righteousness and peace have kissed
each other.” :

And that (to put it into vulgar
English) would be a Big Change
from the way things are now.

But when we hear a inan talking
about the literal Second Coming we
smile a little to ourselves, and change
the subject. . The man 1s evidently
cracked. :

Try to picture it all out. That’s
the true test of what you believe.
Suppose that it is Judgment Day
though it begins as Christmas Day.
. “Merry Christmas!” says my wife
very early while it is yet dark.

“Huh? Oh, Merry Christmas
yourself, and see how you like it. I
was going to say it to you first, but
you were sleeping so, nice, I thought

. “Yes? Well, I haven’t got any-
thing on you when it comes to .snor-
ing.” '
“Oh, well, don't let's commence
that on Christmas day. And you get

down and open up that-furnace so’s
And don’t

t rim, % .
o, get the house warm ) Ny

you wake the baby.”

* I hop into my shiprers and tod-

dle down into the cellar to open up

the .drafts, trying to make some little

noise so as to give a chance to somebody to holler

“Merry Christmas!” while I pretend to be as vexed

as can be because I didn’t say it first. And I tell

them to lie-in bed till the furnace fire comes up a

litt'e before they go prowling around to see what

Santa Claus brought. And so on; you know what

Christmas c'ay is like, and Low mixed up it is with

the smell o1 evergreen and turkey stuffing, and the

taste of “hard toy” candy, which is the only kind I

care much for, and the sound of “Once in royal

David’s city.” : :
And, after awhile, I shift a lemon drop in my

mouth to'say, “Well, if we're going to get over to

Trinity to Hear the music, we'll have to shake
‘a leg” o :
. “What time’ll you be back? S4’s I'll know when
to have dinner ready,” says she. °
. “Why! Aren’t you coming along? Oh, pshaw!
You can, too. This thing of you sticking at home
all the time and all {he time! And theyre going
to sing Schubert’s in' B flat, and you know how
fr_md you are of that. Aw, come on! Christmas
dl(fiiger nothing! We can have it late just as well.
Weli, say, one o'clock then. But I wish y a’d go”
Never thinking, you know, that# I may be detained
by urgent business, such as its being Judgment Day.
On the way cver, T hear a horn. Somebody’s got
a cornet for a Christmas present, likely. Or, it
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What in another age would thrill and
terrify a world is now perverted to sell
goods. Of Judgment Day itself we should
say, if we noticed it at all, “Mhm; clever

idea.””

may be that the fellow’s a week ahead of time
with his horn for New Year's eve. ‘Lower Broad-
way is chock-a-block then with people tooting on
fish-horns and whirling rattles, and all the tug-
whistles and factory whistles are geing like mad
and even the printers tap their cases with their
teomposing sticks. It is a good thing Judgment Day
is not supposed to come on New Year's Eve.
" Gabriel would be only one more litilé noise then.

I may see people standing still and cricking their
necks looking straight overhead. Oh, no, you don't
catch me on that again. I've been fooled on that
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I wouldn’t.” CEnTuRES

“You! You old slecp-head! You've"
been sawing boards steadily since.
your head touched the pillow.”

All_the Centuries of Oppression

too often. Or, suppose there is a man up there
among' the clouds that look like we are going to
have more snow; I've seen so many aeroplanes
. they don’t intérest me any more, unless, of course,
something should happen to the fellow. And, if it
is not an.aeroplane but the figure of a man up
there, all radiance and splendor, why, it's probably
some advertising schgme, whiskey or union under-
wear or something.

What in another age would thrill and terrify a
world is.now perverted to sell goods. Of Judg-
ment Day itself we should say, if we noticed it at
all.” “Mhm. Clever idea.” '

‘The dead rising. we can envicage. The frozen
earth of Trinity church yard, wor'h more than tl}e
twenty-dollar gold-pieces that would cover it
cracks info clods, and heaves as the sleepers
waken, toppling over the chipped brownstone slabs
kept erect with so much care, slabs hideous with
skulls and crossbones, and not less hideous with the
crude caricatures of angels’ heads. Here rises
John Burkett, Native of the County Down, Parifh
of Kilmary, Born 18th of June A. D. 1734, Dyed
27th*of October, 1788, Aetat. 54 Y'rs, 4 Months and
9 Dayes, In the Hone of a Joifull Refurrection.
Yonder rises Captain Michael Cresap who murdered
the family of Logun, the friend of the white man,

“Whe is there to mourn for Logan? Not one.”

"They attend to all such mat—What?
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By Eugene Wood

Author of “Folks Back Home,” f‘Thc Cop on the Corn)r," ete.
Hlustrated by Ryan Walker

There Alexander Hamilton rises,-who did so much
to fasten an Old Man of the Sea, the Constitution,
around his country’s neck. And here is Lawrence
who cried: “Deon't.give up the ship!” And Char-
lotte Temple—From the iron palings on the Broad-
way side clear back to the elevated road they come”
trooping out of the graves, leaving the smooth, neat
yvard as rough as plowed ground. ?

The summoning of the dead we easily imagine.
But the quick? How reach th€m on a holiday
when everything’s closed up? They don’t turn out .
to church much any time but Christmas Day least
of all. Ah, yes, the telephone. “Hello! Yes, this
is ten-O-four Morningside. Yes? What's that? I
didn’t get that last. Judgment? I don’t know of—
I say I don’t know ot any judgment coming due.
Certainly not on a holiday. You’ll have to 'see my
lawyers—I say, you'll have to see my lawyers.
Who's this
talking? Who?”

And when he hears who, he simply hangs up
the hand-phone and says: “Aw, some insane  per-
son. There’s more bug-house _people running-
around loose—When's Emma com-
ing over? This morning? What
was it you bought for me to give
her as a present?” 2

I do not know how it may be with
others. but I cannot somehow see
Judgment Day. Where would it be
held? On the Polo Grounds or on
the street somewhere?

No, the Big Change is interior as
well as exterior. What to our fore-
fathers was as unseen yet as veridical
.as the Emperor of China, 1s to us as
unconvincing as the story of a night-
mare. When the Son of Man cometh
shall He find faith upon the earth?

We shake. our heads for No.
Sadly, it may be, yet nevertheless
we shiake our heads from side to side
to signify that faith has practically
departed from the earth.

Is there to be no Day of Judg-
ment then? Is there to be no right--
ing of wrongs done? All the cen-
turies of oppression of the poor and
him that hatk no helper, the pitiless
killings of the geasantry by the
knights and barons, the ravishings,
the plunderings: the cold-hearted
cheatings and swindlings, the broken
promises and legal technicalities; all
the slow starvations of the soul—all
that the unhappy have endured with
what patience they could muster,
trusting the cold assurance: “Ven-
geance is mine; I will repay, saith the
Lord” And He's another bilk, is
He, that does not pay His debts? Is
that what yon mean to say?

And Comrade Jesus, the working-
man, who knew in His own experi-
ence what it is to suffer, and be done
out of any kind of a life at all who
promised that He would retirn to

. judge the earth—“Go to, ye rich
men! Weep and howl for the misery thui shall
come upon you!” “And they shail call to the rocks
to fall on them, to hide them from the wrath of
Him that sitteth upon the throne”—-Is Comrade
Jesus another labor politician, who's got himself a
comfortable situation there at the right hand of
God - and cares no more for us now? ' Is that the
way of it? g

Is there to be no Judgment Day at all?

-----

Sociali

BY WILL HERFORD,

Socialism by any other name would be as
bitter : '
To those who hate the cold hard truth we
utter, ; :
!f their best argument is “Human nature”
Then is the hog wiore human than his master.
Their day is waning, let them do their worst;
Your day is coming not more slow than sure.
You great majority, their slaves for ages past,
Close up your ranks, work, vote, and still

o endure! fo : s
Stand for your rights, you will laugh best and
last.

August, 1911,

{3
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'orkers Psychology

THE DEATH OF THE OLD TRADE UNICNISM

F ever there were a “cussed,
‘ard and 'ornery bea:t”—some-
“thing as full of contradictions as
a porcupine is full of quills and
. the proud possessor of a psy-
. chology which is the most baf-
fling in Furope—that identical

: animal is the British workman. -
The Frenchman with his® revelutionary instincts

razor-edged, the German with. his dead-weight of
intellect that crushes down all opposition—even the
Amc. can worker himself with the curious extremcs
which meet in his mentality—are all simple propo-
sitions when you put them-check by jowl with the
'géntleman in corduroys on this side of the pond.

One short year ago, at the time of the French
Postal strike, all the capitalist joss-gods stood on
their hind-legs and raised their “oh be joyfuls!”
in tuneful chorus whilst they mouthed to the brassy
heavens the virtués of John Bull, workingman, who
could be guaranteed like a Waterbury watch—(1)
not to strike, (2) not to stop working, and (3) to
do a great d=»! of work for very little money.

Where are the joss-gods now?

Just pick up your trustified morning half-penny
and hear them making the welkin. ring again with
their lachrymose howlings, whilst they call upon the

British Public to witness that (1) you can’t trust the-

British worker any longer, (2) that he 1s a more
‘desperate devil when on strike than his continental
 brother, and (3) that his idea of a good time is
to do a minimum of work for a maximum of mone-
tary reward instead of the other thing. )

What change is it that has come over the spirit
of the dream of the British capitalist?

The Passing of the Old Guard

- First of 2il, the old Trade Unionism is dead
- Dead as a dried haddock. Its offense was rank—
it smelled to heaven. It had to be destroyed. It
is in process of decomposition, though it some-
times does not know it.

- “What were the characteristics of the old Un-
jonism 2" you will ask. *

Prominent amongst them was what was know
as “the aristocracy of labor idea.” For instance—
amongst the railway men, the locomotive drivers
looked down upon their humbler brethren—the
- Plate layers and Signal men. In the Iron moulder
Unions, one of their officials informed me that the
Pattern Makers, highly skilled men, who deter-
mined the degree of fuidity of the castings, turned
their _noses ip at the common or garden moulders
in the ranks. And so on, ad infinitum.

Then the blue-blooded leaders of the old Trade
Unionism inculcated into their members that the
primary object of the Unions was the crc?tion of
giant benefit funds for sick pay, superannuation, etc,
and, incidentally, the provision of soft jobs for the
aforesaid “blue-bloods.” Of course, it is only fair
 to say there were many exceptions to - the latter
case.

Another -pleasing trait,. which “fairly tickled the
employers to death, was the tight little ring-fence
which was placed around each Union, and which
prevented any friendly understandings with fellow
Unions, and which confined strikes purely to the
" sectionz] variety. ' ; A

Lastly, the rea! old, barnacled, Trade Unionist
leader, always held his hands up in pious horror’ at
the idea of political action. He said in effect,
“Dearly beloved brethren,” and they always used
to commence their meetings with pious invocations,
“whatever you do, let not the giddy socialistic youth
of the present day direct you into independent po-
litical action—put your trust in the Libe-al party,
confine your brain gymnastics to benefit funds and
"Trade Union Congresses and pious resolutions, and
you will jurely be a dead cinch for Paradise!”

What happened? , :

"The Silent Sea"

First of all, i 881 the Social Demoeratic party,

or Federation as it was then;, the pioneer Socialist
_party in Great Britain, waltzed on to the scene in
quick time, took a hand in the game, and told the
workers that their only hope lay in Socialism. In
1393, the Independent Labor party rose above the
political horizon, formed the alliance with the Trade
Unions which ‘has had such memorable results,
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.was ludicrous.

By Shaw Desmond

(British Correspondent Comine NATION.)

largely helped to socialize them, and it may be said
of the I. L. P, as of the Ancient Mariner:
“They were the first, that ever burst,
“Into that silent sea”—
“the silent sea,” almost needless to say, being the
stagnant waters of the old Trade Unionism.

In 'vain did leaders of the “Mabon” type and the
Brace and Burt type invoke the terrors of their old-
time authority to bring back the wandering sheep—
the sheep developed into fine buck rams with horns
and wunequaled butting propensities which became
more formidable and yet.more formidable under
the new stimulus of the independent lahor repre-
sentations policy.

The epitaph of the old Trade Unionism may be

BEN TILLETT

said to be summmed up in the following resolution
passed the very Jay these lines are writtea, at tke
Newcastle Trades Union Congress.

“This congress is of opinion  that it is highly de-
sirable that steps should be taken to unite in one
effecfive central organization the various unions
and societies at present comprising the Trades Un-

“ijon Congress and the Labor party.

“This Congress, . therefore, instructs the Parlia-

mentary Committee to co-operate with the execu-

tive of the Labor party in formulating a scheme
for the establishment of a central bodv having this
object.” .

The holding of separate annual congresses by the
Labor party (consisting of Trade Unions and So-
cialist hodies) and by the Trade Unions separately
But you must remember that hu-
man nature is human nature even in the sainted

Trade Unionist, and the officials losked closely after

their jobs, and Jid not like the idea of a reduc-
tion of posts by unification. However, that is ail
changed, -as I know from conversation with all
sorts” of Trade Union leaders, who have told me
that even if it cost them their indiviival posts,
they would like to see the solidarity ‘of labor by the
hitching "up of the various bodies.

There is nothing like going to bed-rack for your
information, and I cannot do better than give here
my irterview with Ben Tillett, the leader of the
great Dock Strike, waom I “scalped” for the read-
ers of the ComiNe NarioN, and which will give the

best possible indications of the change in the spirit-

of Trade Unionism.
- Tillett is a broad-shouldered man. with the face

of the artist cast in a Greek mould, who has one
of the most eloquent tongues in the labor movement.
and who may be regarded, in association with Harry
Gosling, Chairman of the Transport Workers’ Fed-
eration, as the controlling force of the-dockers in
this country. . ‘

I put my questions in short, direct queries, and
the replies were equally to the point. My first in-
quiry was as to the number of men engaged in the
recent Dock Strike '

“One hundred thoasand roughly have been flung
out of employment through the recent strike, whilst
nearly an equal number have been indirectly af-.
fected.” :

The Figures That Talk

“Will you tell me how many are affiliated with
the National Transport Workers’ Federation, and
how are the affiliation fees paid?” .

“There are 150,000 -affiliated with the Federation,
which, as has been shown, can put ‘paid’ to the
capitalist account. Only a small fee is taken, as
our action being economic we have no need for a
big war-chest.”

“In the recent upheaval, did the various unions
hang together?”

“Yes, absolutely. The old sectional idea has gone,
I hope for ever, and the determination shown by
the Jdockers, when they ‘could have gone back, to
hold out until*the carmen and the other unions af-
fected had secured their demands, was extraor-
dinary.”

I was particularly anxious to know whether the
Americans had stood bv their British comrades,
and »ut the query.

Tillett was very emphatic. “Not only have the
American Longshoremen’s Union promised help, but -
we have received offers from the German, Belgian
and French Unions.. Further than that, the men
in various continental ports absolutely refused to
unload. vessels sent on from London during the
strike—that tells its own tale, and has a meaning
for the capitalist as well as the Socialist.”

“Honestly. Mr. Tillett, have the united federa-
tions of the British American and Continental Dock-
ers power to seriously affect European and Ameri-
can transport by combined action?”

“There can be no question whatever that today
we are strong enough to enforce an International
stoppage.”

I then put the more delicate question as to.
whether the workers in' Britain today still pinned
their faith to parliamentary action plus the strike.
or ‘whether their trend was towards “direct ac-
tion. I give Ben Tillett's reply verbatim:

“The whole tendency of the workers is toward
‘direct action,” a policy as old as the hills.”

He went on: “The curious thing about the re-
cent strikes have been that the non-Unionists were
the revolters, and they simply poured into the Un-

" ions after the strike started. When you remember

that about 50 per cent of these men are out of
work all the year round, and that those in more
or less regular work average roughly under £1 a
wgek, and that, at work which is distinguished by
b_cmg the most precarious and with the largest ac-
cident and death roll of all occupations-—you can
understand why these men were goaded into action.
~A}l artificial distinctions in the uninns are being
wiped away—today it is no question of stevedores

"and dockers—the latter are both loadeérs and _dis-

g’hargers of coal. All sectional distinctions are be-
ing brgken down, and the tendency is all toward
solidarity.”

In that final sentence you have the story of “The
Great Change.” '

The Splendid Spur

What is acting as a splendid spur to the New
Ts'ades_' Unionism is the fact that wéth the per-
centage of unemployed in the Unians steadily in-
creasing with the development of capitalism, you
have the men who remain in work worried to
death with increasing levies for the help of those
out of work—you have the weight upon the shoui-
ders of the men in work becoming a veritable Old
Man of the Sea, which threatens to strangle them—
anc! on the top of all this you have State Insurance
schemes like that of Lloyd George, which have a
tcnden";y to take away the very raison d’eiré from’
the Unions, whose activities are so largely expended
in the administration of benefit funds, etc. .

As an example of this increase-of unempfoymcnt.

which has been denied in Socialist as well as capi-



blows.
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talist quarters, let .me give the folléwing fggures
receive?iu}rom a prominent member &i the Friendly
Society of Ironfounders of England, -Ireland and

Wales

. Year, Unemployment percentage
e i et fiat G 1T Dér cent.
51 N e e RS S GRS & g
THOY o e r i Reasae B PeL cent.
008 s e B DEL Cent.
TORS: o  e i aeeis Bil PEE CONT
T e R 9.8 per cent.
1 OO e e vaee .1 per cent.
1908 ..., ey ke sss 04 8.0 PEr cent.
WO i icniiitairainisvinses B DoY éent.
1008 e e 358 per ceut. !

The figures for the last two ‘years are pot yet
to hand, but there is no reason to suppose that they
show any decline. These figurés, if they have any

meaning at all; strengthen the conclusion that cycles .

of trade prosperity and decline are recurring with

greater frequency, due to_the tremendous increase

of industrial productivity. Looking through several
trade barometric lines of fluctuations in various
businesses, one notices that the tendency is for the
wave-line to get shorter and shorter.

A little time ago I interviewed Alexander Wil-
kie, M. P, of the Shipwrights. He todd me that at
that time they had 35 per cent of their mien out of

- employment, and that the previous year his Union

spent between $150,000 and $200,000. upon out-of-
work funds. T. F. Richards, ex-M. P. for Wolver-
hampton, informed me that in the boot trade; after
the introduction of the American  “Nigger” last-
ing machine, 27 men out of 28 had been displaced
by its use. : :

Those figures should tell anything except a pro-
fessional capitalist

The F ra'ud of the Conciliation Boards

Now, on the top of this, come the statistics from
the Board of Trade's Yellow Book on “Changes in
rates of wages .and hours of labo:.” which show,
under the heading of the Railwaymen—

. No. employed W‘gﬂ. per wk. Av.
1907 (befzre conclliation)..... 90 £¢18,304 25.10

1910 (after 8 y.s. conciliation) 4u3,618  £506,342 25.9
- Between 1901 and 1910 the averaze cash railway
employes’ earnings rose from 25s to 25s-9d—i. e., by
9d a week.
rose- so much that the value of a sovereign to a
workiiig-class family fell by about cight per cent.
Putting it in another way, the 25s-9d per week of
1910 was equivalent to- about 24s in 1901, meaning

-that railwayman in the ten years experienced a

fall in real wages of about 1s a week! And this
after all the machinery of Government Conciliation
had been called into being. .

But, you ask, what has all this got to do with the
psychology of the British workman?

It has this to do with it. I have been attending

Labor congress after Labor congress all over Great '

Rriga.in fqr some years. I have had unique oppor-
turfities through my friendly acquaintance with

economist the way the wind

In the same period the cost- of living
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Trade Union leaders ‘and with the rank and file to
get the facts, and I have come to the conclusion
that the above facts have driven themselves with

terrific force into the consciousnesss of the British ~
He is slowly turning these facts.

Trade Unionist.
and their significance over in the maw of his con-
sciousness, and as a result the wh-le of his outlook
has changed. .
Some two years ago an interview with me ap-
peared in the French /'Humanite, in which I stated
that I believed we were on the verge of wide-
spread industrial troubles, that the tendency would
be for the men, under present conditions, to use
the strike weapon with greater frequency, irrespec-
tive of its hurt or otherwise to themselves, and

" that there was great unrest in the Unions which

was showing itself in revolt to the leaders.

All - that has come to pass, and one of the most
curious things«in the ‘phenomena of British strike
psychology, has been the way in which the rank and
file have thrown over their leaders, as in the Welsh
Miners’ strike, the Railway Strike, etc. The whole
.tendency in Britain until recently has been to have
an almost fanatical respect for the leaders in the
Unions, and in people of the English temperament
_at least, there is no more significant fact than this
tendency to rebel. ' ‘

In spite of the size of the British Trade Unions,
the largest in the world, with their. army of over
two millions, solidarity between the various Unions
has never been a marked feature of their psychol-
ogy, as I have shown. Today the whole impulse
is toward united .action. That is the next signifi-
cant point to the student of conditions here in the
industrial world.

The next outstanding fact is the terrible capac-
ity for forcible resistance to authority which the
striker has developed, as has been shown in the
various street fights, and this, even allowing for a
large percentage of hooligans as at Liverpool, is
significant of much,

" International Action
The last, and perhaps, in its potentialities, the

most important point of all is the steady trend -

toward unification with the other European Unions.
Wherever I have heard unity with the French
Dockers’ Unions or with the Belgian or German
Unions advocated, there I have always seen a won-
derful response, where only a decade ago or less
there would have been icy indifference.

Now, there is one other thing which the student
of British Trade Unionism is apt to overlook, and
that is that Eritain has four separate nationalities
within its shores—not one. In the predominant
part, you have the stubbornness of tie -old Sax-
ons—men who, without the brilliancy of the Latin
countries, have one dominant characteristic, which
has won for them innumerable battles against su-
perior forces, and which, in the opinion of us So-
cialists here, is their finest trait. I refer to the
strong sense of individual liberty which the English-
man has, and which so.netimes leads him into the

Anti-Socialist camp in its manifestations! The one
thing the Englishman will not stand is interference
with _his personal liberty in any form—so far as he

“understands personal liberty. Ere now an English

king has lost his head through contempt for this
trait, and. it is that which. has roused throughout
England at least so. dully resentful a spirit to the"
use of’the troops in the recent strikes, a resent-
ment which will yet show itself at the polls.

Space preveais me entering into the differences
which, characterize the Irish, Scottish and Welsh
Celts. But they are all different in their psycholo-

- gies; and the Irish with their passionate resentment

of wrong, the Scottish with their resentment tem-
pered by “canniness,” and the Welsh' who are as

~a whole emotional as well as poetical and always

fervently religious, all combine to make the Rritish
Industrial Maelstrom an interesting if baffling study.’
One last word of warning.
With the tremendous forces ‘hich have shown
themselves in the strike arena durivg the past few

- months, nothing is easier than to make the error of

believing that the British worker has thrown® Par-
liamentary Action overboard and that in the future
he will confine his efforts to Direct Action.
Whilst T believe that Direct Action in the form
of the General Strike will in the immediate future
play a much larger part in the activity of the Brit-
ish worker than it has hitherto done, I am equally
convinced that he will continue to rely largely upon

-the Parliamentary weapon of the 'vote’ in his at-

tacks upon the Capitalist Citadel. -

It may be granted that there is much dissatis-
faction with the results of Parliamentary action as
secured by the Labor party, but, when all is said
and dore, the Parliamentary party cannot march
faster than the massés of the army which it repre-
sents. There are doubtless many criticisms of the |
Labor party which may be termed just and accu-
rate, but I believe with others that the present in-
dustrial unrest wiil act as a splendid stimulus, not
only for that party, but also of the rank and file
throughout the country. Very fine work indeed has
been accomplished by the Parliamentary leaders,
and it would be unjust to refuse to acknowledge it.

That the party will gird up its loins and march
forward to new victories s quite plain to those
who sense the pulse of labot. The princigle of in-
dependent . labor representation has come to stay,
and if the new forces, with all their fierceness and
power, can only be directed and organized, it is
not too much to say that in the near future we shall
see a Socialist and Labor movement in this country
which will seriously challenge the two “profes-
sional” parties of Liberalism and Toryism.

The Awakening

However that may be, one is irresistibly led to-the
conclusion that the psychology of the British worker
has completely changed, that, from a rather stolid
and conservative person he has become almost rev-
olutionary in his outlook, and ahove and beyoni
all that he can never again be entirely chloroformed

"by the quack doctors of capitalism.

- Testing Socialism in the Canal Zone

R (Continwed from page. five.)

Crazy Horse Roosevelt can pick an honest man
for a job like this, I guess wa Sovialists can. That's
one objection to Socialism that wor't go with men
who have been on this job.

“And when that fellow gets through disturbing
the meeting another guy with side whiskers gets
up—he's generally a colinge .professor—or got his
dope from one.
race would go to pot if every one wasn't hopping
and_hustling to make a stake. ‘If you do away
with special rewards ‘for individual initiative, in-

And his tale of woe is that the.

ventiveness, etc., there would be no progress.” That's

all right, but when you go at him you find he means
that the only ‘special reward’ which will make a
man ' hustle is ‘profit'—'money.’ Rot! There ain't

. one man in a hundred today that works for profit.

The work of the world is done for wages.
No Profit in Gouging

"L wish I could get the chap that thinks you ean't’

hire brains for wages down here. Anyone who
thinks you can do a job like this without brains is
a foul. Is als making a ‘profit’ on the Canal?
\0 He's working for wages. Good- wages, but
he’s a good min.” There ain't any one on the job
who works harder. And why is it that Geethals
glves us men a square deal? Just because he's a
wage earner also. He won’t make any more money
if he gouges us. He don’t increase his income by
neglecting to put a guard om my machine. There
Isnt-any money in it for him to have me living in
a 5tmkmg tenemen? or eating bum grub. ;

e can affox"d to be decent. - And 1 atiess that
is Socialism in a nut-shell. We want o0 revolu-
tionize things so cvery one can afford to be decent—

so nobody will have to cheat, nor underpay, nor
overcharge to make ‘a living. And there isn’t a
man on the job who's making a profit. Brains?
‘Look at Gorgas and the Sanitary Department.
Brains? Hell. It takes genius to turn a jungle like
this was when I came into a glace like it is now.

“I wish you'd come ove: to my quarters and see
the kiddies—they've got tan on them an inch thick,
dnd healthy? Gee! You ought to sec them eat.
And when ] came down here in 1903, strong men
were crumbling up like tissue paper. '
' The Reward of Genius

“Don’t tell me you can’t hire brains for wage, or
that ‘profits’ are the only ‘special reward’ which will
make a man work. Did you ever read one of
Gorgas' reports in the Canal Record? ‘I have the
honor to report that during this month there has
‘been no case of yellow-fever, small-pox, cholera
or she plague on the Canal Zone. The statistics I
submit herewith show a gratifying aecrease in the
sick rate c¢f pneumonia and malaria over. the pre-
ceding months and is consilerably lower than for
- the same month in any other year since the Amer-
ican occupation,” Hell! Don’t you suppose ' the
chance to write that is a ‘special reward’? Do you
suppose Gorgas or the men under him would work

harder if they were making money instead of fame?

“My God! It makes me swear when I think of

all the dough-heads who have jumped ug in meet-
~ings with that objection. "And inventiveness. Why,
we're inventing something down here every minute.
The boss of our shop is a wizard—one of the kind
who makes two ‘foot-pounds’ grow where only one
grew before. He's completely reorganized our shop
—xnocked down costs about twenty per cent. He

didn’t get any royalties. But he’s getting—earnings—

bigger wages than any man of his age on the Isth-

mus, and he's proud of it. Proud enough of it to
sit up half the night doping out some new wrinkle.
Yes, sir! I wish some of those chronic objectors
would come down here for awhile.”

‘Why There Were Strikes

“But,” I asked, “there have heen some strikes on
the job haven't there? And there would not be
strikes under Socialism.”

“Well, I'lll tell you about that,” he interrupted -
himself to fill his pipe. “In the first place this ain’t
Socialism. It ain’t Democratic. *If the men were
their own bosses I don’t see how they conld strike.
But even as it is there haven’t been-.any strikes like
what we have in the States. The men’ haven’t
walked out once because they were underpaid or
overworked according to the standards we're used
to—we are getting more than we could get in'the
States. What strikes we've had “have been because
the men thought they could get more and didn’t see
any feason why they couldnt. It's surprising we
haven’t had mére of them—because it's a hard, ex- '
pensive thing for the Commission to bring down
scabs,

Take this last machinists’ strike. We weren’t
dissatisfied. Take that from me straight. The men
leave their jobs sorhetimes bécause they want to
get back to the States. This climate gets on your
chest—makes you nervous. Especially the women.
Lots of them get fussy and the men go home to
get some peacc. But you don’t hear us kicking
against the boss. Nobody hollering that he'’s had
a raw deal. The Old Man is straight as a string
and he's got a lot of sympathy.- The men are
strong for him. You could go a long way—all the
way—and not find a better boss. But. some of the
fellows—néw ones—got to saying that we had them

(Centinued on page gleven.) :
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HIS is a story of faet. It con-
3 tains no moral, neither does it
attémpt to preach a sermon. It
, only asks an answer to .a riddle
which I am racking my brain
to solve, though I.belicve it is
unsolvable for it concerns a
; woman. It is about a daughter
of .a romantic couple who were married and lived
happily ever after, as all good couples do in story
books. I now know' why all good cougles are happy
in story books. It is to make us-envious of a lot

" which has not befallen us. This is not a cynicism..

‘But to come back to the daughter.. Ne—let us
begin with the wager, for this story deals with three
W’s—-a wager, a woman and wine, and when these
three get together, prepare to hear a tragedy. But
do not let me wander. I want to have it over with.
I want the coat of blame cast from my
shoulders and. from the. shoulders of
my friends who participate in this tale.
A clear. conscience can ‘he the making
of a man and I am a wreck. .

We were taking Olcoft hoine—Henley

“and I. The air was hot and humid and
the sun beat down -its intense rays in
its asual Manhattan style, :

“Olcott, as usual, was doing all the
talking. He would talk on any subject
but woman: He was not what is called
a “social mixer” and, having few ac-
quaintances among members of the
troublesome sex, Olcott naturally
thought, as is the way with man, that
he knew all about women and today
he was not in the mood for talking
shop. Heé was not-a bad sort 6f a man
even if he did make sotne rash state-
“ments at times. He said he made these
rash statements and performed these
rash deeds only because he was trying
to solve 'the Eternal Question as he
saw it, and all his deeds were done in
accordance with 'his philosophy of life.
His foes said he was Sdtan himself.
His friends remained his friends.

“This- heat is something awful,” he
safl, as we turned into his street. “I
~wish that I could get away. All this
talk of New York being the best sum-
mer resort. ‘Reguiescat in pace, 1 feel
like saying every time I stroll down
Broadway and see the stay:in-towners
promenade that little thoroughfare as
if they really enjoy trying to put some
life in the old town. It reminds me of
the chapel of an undertaking parlor
after a big mine disaster.”

“Cheer. up,” broke in Henley. “New
York is the best summer resort in the
worll. Whae is the sea shore but sand,
mosquitoes and malaria; the mountaias.
dirt and colds; Maine, bosh; Europe, rubbish? You

- make me tired. Why don’t you get something to do
so that time would not hang so heavily on your
hands? Bat, then, you would be dissatisfied no
matter where you were.” g .

“Let up. Henley,” said 1. “Let up. Can't you
see that it is omly the weather that makes him
cranky ?” : e

“Let him #taik,” sourly retorted Olcott. “I am
getting used to it. No one seems to love me any
more.” ; '

“I should hope not,” replied Henley tartly. “I
would like to see the girl who would fall in love
with youw.” . :

“It's because I don’t try,” rettirned Olcott.

-

£
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‘Henley,” continued Olcott after Henley's laugh-
ter had subsided, “you are a fool. Any man can
make a woman love him if he goes about i% in the
right way. It is the easiest. thing in. the world. All
a man has to do 13"

“Bah,” interrupted Henley. “I would like to see
you “york the game before you boast of your knowl-
edge of the wonld.” :

“What's the wager.” asked Olcott quietly. -

“Oh, anything,” answured Henley. “Let's say a
dinner, a dinner: at "Armonyilie’'s. Will that suit?”

“That’s satisfactory,” replied Olcott. “And who
shall the girl be?”

“Any one will do, I suppose,” said Henley, re-

Rictantls, - “theugh I want to tell you right here,”
‘he added, “that I think that it is a despicable trick
and that no good will come of it. But go ahead
with your little joke. . You wouldn’t succeed and.
,the lawith will e on you.”

'

THE COMING NATION

“We'll see about that later. But the girl?”
“I dor’t care who,” snapped back Henley, “and
furthermore I am in favor of dropping the whole

" business.”

“The wager stands,” replied Olcott, icily. “But
the girl?”
“Well, who?”

“Sonia is about the onl} woman that [ know.”
. Henley turned and faced Olcott, his fists clenched.
I expected to see struggle, for I knew, even if Ol-
cott did not, Henley's feeling for the girl. He was
one of her most ardent admirers before she was

‘married and I also knew that his love and respect

for her had neither changed nor died.
“Well,” repeated Olcott, “how about Sonia?”-
Henley looked him straight in the eyes...I could
see that he was breathing hard. His nails were
cutting into the palms of his hands and his body

The shock seemed to stupefy her

was all a tremble. Olcott turned and ran up the
stairs which led to his. house.

“As there is no objection to Sonia,” was his part-
ing shot, “I will arrange for the date of the dinner
later.” ‘

The door slammed and he was gone.

Henley stood metionless for a few moments and
we them continued our walk.-

I report this conversation in its entirety to add
another illustration of the maxim that tragedies
begin from trifles. It will also show you that we

‘were not a trio of murderers, nor thieves nor devils.

Neither were we angels. We were just men.

P IL

Sonia was beautiful, that was her only drawback.
Sonia married young, that was her misfortune,
Sonia’s love for her husband soor died, that was
her tragedy.

When Senia was eighteen, the romantic strain in
her blood whi¢h she had inherite¢ from her rar-
ents, who had been dreamers all their lives began
to show, and when a young, romantic girl, begins to
dream, she is apt 10 get into trouble. So it was
with Sonia. She married.

Two girls ‘out of every three, at the age of
eighteen, fall in leve, in some way or another, with
small, gray-haired men whose faces have not been
touched by Time. I do not know why it is s6, nor
why Naturc in the form of Fate made it so. But
as this is one of those mysteries which'has Nature

.as its foundation, one should not waste time trying

to solve it. At any rate, Sonia belonged to the class
that forms the rule and not. the-exception.
Sonia married the man with all the best wishes

ault 1s It? By Moris Stundky

can make ary woman 'ove him, I 'do not know

of her disappointed friends. We all prayed for her
happiness. The man tried to make I}er happy an
she tried her best to reciprocate, but it ‘was no u:
for love was lacking. Like Humpty Dumpty,
takes more th4n king's horses and king's men an
whole worlds of trying to force a man and womu
to love each:other. 1 tell you this to show you
that it was a loveless marriage. If it were diffe
ent, this story would never have been written.

Olcott and the Man_and Sonia were good friend:
By that I mean that Olcott was on good terms wit!,
the Man and that he was also friendly with Sonia
Don't get the impression that the Man was on goc
terms with Sonia. I do not want you to mzke that
mistake. It would spoil the story.

Several days after the wager was made Olcot
ran into the Man. The day was as hot as a blaz
ing. torrid sun could make it and so they enterc!

‘ the nearest cafe. The Man drank three
gin rickeys, while Olcott sipped Scotc!
Olcott knew liquor, and he also knew
"its effects. He knew that a gin rickey,
though cooling, is depressing; that tu
makes one feel gloomy and three cause:
one to become ugly and morbid. But
Scotch—and three of them—will" malke
golden words flaw in a beautiful stream.
even in. the mouth of a stutterer, an
Olcott was no stutterer.

“Come up to the house for dinner,”
invited the Man. _

Then as the rickeys began to worl, .
he added:

“There won't be anything: to eat, any-
way.”

They walked to the house arm in arn..
Olcott could stand three glasses of
Scotch better than the Man could stand
one gin rickey, and he had had three
of them, with the result that the Man
became too communicative for a mar-
ried man. Or we might call it indis-
cretion. What was said does not mat-
ter. The end would have been the same.

Sonia welcomed them at the door. and
after a few commonplace remarks the
three sat down to their evening meal
Sonia had been shopping the entire day
and the heat did not agree with her
The thought of going home to dine with
the same man with whom she had dine.i
three hundred and sixty-five days the
previous year and three hundred and
sixty-five days the preceding year did
not tend to improve her temper.

The memory of two years of monoto-
nous dinners and two years of monoton-
ous lunches and two years of monot-
onous breakfasts all but drcve ' her
mad. So you see that she was in any-
thing but a pleasant mo.d when dinner
was announced,

The gin rickeys began to work. Also the Scotch
By the time the second course was being served
the deep gloom which hung over the table
was being dispelled. At the third course a clear ?
sky of blue and white hung over the diners. |
(The Man was not eating.) By the time
the table was cleared the Man was making brea.l
pills and muttéring beneath his bieath: while Sonia
and Olcott, their heads close toget!:er, were talking
of the good times they used to have before Sonia
was married, which was a pratty dangerous topic
under the circumstances.

Did I say that Olcott was tail and handsome and b
that Soria had just turned twenty? I might have |
forgotten to mention it at the beginning of the
story, but such happered to be the case. It is best
to keep that in mind so that nd blame can be at
tached to Sonia. After all, she was a woman.

ITI.

Whether Olcott was right in saying that any man

He was right in this rarticular case, as yon can
doubtless guess, .though you must bear i;l mind
that with the conditions as they were, there could
be but one outcome.

Several months later when Olcott told her that
he was playing with her. toying with a woman's
he{u't, and that he was going to wed a little blonde
haired, blue-eyed, doll-faced miss, the shock seefed
to stupefy ker and she sat as in 2 trance while
Olcott t.OOk his derarture. The Man had left. her
some time before, together with her so-called
friends. Sonia’s pride was the thing which suffered
most, -for there is no pride which can be comgpare:!
with ‘the pride o1 a girl of twenty.. She should




" Fver been there?

| have known better? Perhaps. B?t that isn’t in the
story. - Besides,> you must bear in mind that she

was only twenty—and a woman.
Sonia did not care what happened to her after
that and when a girl is in that mood a good many

things begin to happen. At any rate, she disap-

peared. S :
S¢ did Olcott. None of his friends knew what

became. of him and he deserted his old haunts. One
does not have to go far in New-York to vanish com-
pletely out of sight. All that is necessary is to
move next door and you are lost to the world.

A few weeks later I received a message from

.Henley, asking me to, meet him at midnight in

Armonville’s. .
I wondered what was in the wind, for I: rarely

‘ heard of him since the crash,came. He felt the mis-.

fortune (I was going to say the disg'racg) ‘more
Jeeply than®anyone else I knew who was connected
with Sonia’s household. I knew the reason. I only
wish that Senia could have known. : _

A little before midnight I entered Armonville's.
No? Armonville’s is Harlems
idea of Bohemia. It is situated in the Tenderloin,
alout two drinks north of Forty-second Street. It
occupies a large brown stone building which at one
time served as a residénce for one of the “upper
ten.” At present a large electrical, sign informs the
passerby that thé place is being conducted by Ar-
mon Armonville, “formerly chef .of the Cafe de la
Paix.” Here one can secure a seven-course din-
ner, “with wine” for the modest sum of sixty cents.

It is a four story building. On the first floor go
the aforementioned Harlemites-on an unsuccessful
search for ‘adventure. On the second floor go the
frequenters of the tenderloin in the quest for ex-
citement. They wusually find it. And on the third

- and the fourth floors go—but let us go back to the
" story. ~ ‘ '

I enterad the dining room on the second floor. The
place was crowded with theater goers, the kind who
know each chorous girl by name and wear diamonds,

I found Henley sitting at a little table in the
center of the room. It was not the Henley of old.
He had grown thirty years since I saw him Jast,
thirty days before. The lines on- his face had

‘grown-"deep and hard and his eyes had a sunken

appearance. I thought I knew the reason so I be-
gan to_ talk about the weather.

“Have you ever been in love?” were his first
words as 1 took my seat. : ‘

“No,” I tried to laugh. “I know better.”
 Henley remained silent. That was my first break.
I knew something was wrong or he would have
answered e, ‘ '

We sat silently for several minutes watching the
scene about us. I grew impatient.

“What's up?” I asked.

Henley fingered his glas,
some object in back of me.

“Turn around,” he said suddenly.
—she is locking—now, quick.” :

[ turned. . About three tables away sat Sonia,
alone,
she was sipping something from a glass. Did I
say that Sonia'was beautiful? But that was three
days ago. She was no longer beautiful, she ‘was
handsome. The sweetness had gone out from her
face and in its place was a peculiar expression, cold

his eyes gazing at

‘and hard, She was the Tenderloin personified.

I turned to Henley. ‘ ,

“Let us change to her table,” I said, “I want to
speak to her.” ‘ '

“Wait,” he said. .

So we sat there and waited. We bowed our

heads so it wouid be imposible for her to see our _

faces (fools that we were) and we watched her out
of the corners of our eyes. ,

She was the same Sonia, our Sonia, the Sonia
whose undoing we blamed upon ourselves. Yet as
I stared at her, I saw that it was not the same
Sonia ‘we had known before. She seemed strange
and out of place, The clothes, the liquor, the en-
tire background, all.were different from what we
had always connected with her, . . . It is
terrible to have loved and lost. :

‘The music began. I saw Sonia gulp down the
remaining contents of her glass and 'stagger to a
table in the center of the room. With difficulty she
stepped upon a chair and then upon the cloth. With
one foot she kicked the dishes off the table. With
the other foot she sent the bottle crashing to the
floor, And then she began to dance. :

The music continued to peal forth from the
half hidden orchestra in the reéar of the room. A
light ziry Parisian dance greeted the ‘ears. ~It was
the song of the Boulevards, of the Boule’’ Miche’,
of the Latin Quarter. It was a song of cheer, of
gaiety, of happiness. And Sonia, who had loved and

lost, danced.

The men and women around her began to shout
and laugh, to keep time with their feet, to hum the
stramns and an air of sham gaiety swept the room.
The noise jncreased. ‘The waiters rushed to and fro,

“No, not now

She was diessed in the latest fashion and’
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Coarse laughter and coarser humor were heard on
every side. And Sonia danced on.

She stepped around the table lightly, so very
lightly, like a piece of down off a swan’s breast. Her
.skirts were slightly raised and her little feet tripped
daintily here and there, barely touching the table.
The men and women continued to shout and laugh
and they urged her on. I was fascinated, mortified,
discouraged; I did not know how I felt. This was
Sonia, our Sonia. I dared not lock at Henley.

With a Joud thunderous appeal the music stopped
and a waiter helped Sonia to descend. She reeled
half way across the room and—sat down beside me.
She was breathing hard. :

“I saw you come in,” she said simply.

Henley looked at her. He could not speak.

I thought I wculd try to be severe,

“What does this mean?” 1 said sternly.

She turned and looked at me with her large black
eyes. My mouth closed with a snap.

‘Why did you do that?” acked Henley. His voice

“bore a different tone from mine, ,
“This is how I earn my living,” she answered.

“The people think that it is real, that I am only a

About Three Tables Away Sat Sonia

patron like themselves. The news spreads that
Armonville’s is the place where one can see things
and that brings the crowds. That is why Armon-

ville pays me. You would not have me do anything

else, would you?”

Henley looked her in the eyes.

“We have faith,” he said simply.

I saw the tears gather in her eyes. She placed a
hand in each of ours. : i

“That is because you are my friends,” she replied,
because you can understand.”

“I am more than ‘a friend,” Henley answered
softly. . :

Sonia dropped her eyes, Henley stood up.

“Come,” he said, “let's leave—this,”

I also rose and took Sonia’s arm. We were not

" going to lpse her again. )

Suddenly I saw Sonia grow pale and her body
begin to tremble. She started irom her seat and
remained motionless. I saw her hand rest for a
moment on the table, her fingers holding a.point of a
knife. The next instant the thin white arm sent it
spinning past Henley's head. I saw the bright steel
flash across. the rooni and pass underneath the up-

*lifted arm of a man who had just entered. A stream
of blood burst forth as the knife buried itself up
to the handle in his throats I saw the man, tal} and
handsome, fall back with a cry into the arms of a
little, blonde-haired, blue-eyed, doll-faced woman,
and Sonia Murched across the table and fell fainting
into Henley’s arms.

SN - i .

. That is the story of Sonia. It is not a pretty
tale for it is true. And if you are only interested in
stories read no further Be satisfied with what you
have read, put aside these pages, mutter “it served
him right, and run off to the sewing circle. ;

Now that we are alone I want to teli you why th.:s

‘story was written. Some of you may know Sonia
and T did not relate this tale for the purpose of .bar-
ing a family skeleton. Far from it. It was wn_ttgp

11
with the express purpose of exonerating some one .
from shouldering the blame. .

Whose fault was it? That is what I want to -
know. : '

I have been trying to place the blame on some one,
How the story ends does not mattcr. That'is not
the point. .1 want to know whose fault it is. Surely
it was not mine because I happened to be a member
of that trio thatr fatal day. Was it Henley’s for
taunting Olcott? But then he had faith in Sonia and
tiiought that it was a boyish prank at best. Was
it Olcott’s? - Yes, you say? Perhaps. But then he -
did not méan any harm. He simply did not know
woman's ways. He only half knew women and half
knowledge is a dangerous thing. And dare we speak
ill of the dead? . . '

And Sonia? But then, we must not speak against
her. Sonia was a woman.

Whose fault is it? ‘

* * * * * - * * + * cO
-1 wonder if Olcott was right when he said that
any ‘man can make any woman love him if he only
knows how? '

TESTING SOCIALISM IN CANAL ZONE

(Continued from page nine.)
in the hole, that they'd give us diamond rings and
grand opera rather than see the work tied up. Seo
after a while we put in some demands: for longer
leaves of ahsence on pay and, more pay. T voted
against it, buf, of course, I went out with them.
They gave us the extra pay, but held out on the
“leave.” T guess Goethals figured it out that if he
didn’t refuse something, they’'d pretty soon be ask-
ing for the gold filling out of his teeth. Well, the
National Organization wouldn’t stand for the strike.
With lots of men in the organization at home hunt-
ing for work they couldn’t very well blacklist the
best job in the trade—they had to throw us down.
So we went back to work. I guess we'll let we'l
enough alone for a while now. .

“There is another dispute on. I don’t think jt
will come to much. There was a collision of dirt
trains about-a year ago and the conductor on one
of them was killel. They arrested the engineer
of the other for manslaughter—criminal negligence.
Well, you see there isn't any jury trials down here
except for murder. And the judges are the worst
things we've got here in the way of officials ap-
pointed in Washington. I guess there ain't one of
the lot who'd get elected sergeant of arms in a
lodge, but the one this fellow went up before was,
the worst of the lot. I don’t know him, but if half
the stories they tell about him are true he sure must
be a lemon—but the point is the men say he don't
know a locomotive from a sewing machine. He
gave the fellow a year. This engineer was not a
union man, but the Brotherhood men took up his
case. One of them was telling me all about it—it
was a technical case and they say that no jury who
understood railroading would have held him for a
minute. - .

“All the transportation men were going out if
Goethals didn’t pardon the fellow. Tt might have
come to something worth while. «T'd like to sec
the men get used to striking for political issues—
but they balled it up. Some bright guy had sent a
petition up to Taft beforc the thing came to Goe-
thals, so the Old Man just waved his hands and
said, ‘Boys, you've gone over my head. I can’t do
anything” The fellows who sent that petition to
Woashington were fools. I'd rather have Goethals
sit on the case—if I was in it—than Taft. I'd feel
sure of a square deal. " Any how, they'll tia the
petition up in red taps at Washington and the fel-
low will have served his year before the matter
is settled. :

“No, sir. There ain’t many strikers down here.
And when the fellows get nervous and warnt to start
some excitement they have to hunt .some before
they can find a grievance to howl about.

“I've been working in a machine shop since I
was thirteen and I never found as good a job as
this before and that's because its half Socialist.
You bet when its finished and I get back to the
States, Fm going out with an axe for those two
chaps with objections I was telling you about. And
if we keep on making progress like we are now,

_that kid of mine before he’s as old as I am will be

working on a job that’s not half Socialist, but the
whole thing.” : L

'WHAT UNIONS HAVE ACCOMPLISHED

ta (Continued From Page Six.)-

even now. the relations are far from friendly. The
extent of the quarrels and their cost to the union
is appreciated when it is known that in 1903 the
sum of $100,000 was spent by the Boot and Shoe

Workers’ Union in defraying the expense of send-
ing workmen to take the place of striking Knights
oERabee ; i

4
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. The Mys"lery,Story Next Week

“ The next number of the Comine Ni-
rrox will contain the first installment of
the remarkable mystery story- “Under
the Shadow . of the Roof,” by Peyton
Boswell, This is something of an ex-
periment in Socialist journalism.

The story iself is remarkable, and it
hinges arovnd' the death of the man who
was found dead in an wnhused room of
his own factory, bound firmly in an
office chair which had been carried into
* the room with him. Arqund the mys-

tery of his dea‘h centers an interesting
- romance, and discussions of some phases
of the industrial conditions,

It is not, however, presented to our
readers as-'a Socialist story. Our prin-
cipal reason for using it is because it
is a good story; one that we believe
every member of the family will read
with interest.

The iiustrations are by John Sloan
whose work as an artist is familiar not
only to all Socialist readers Wit to all
readers of magazine literature of any
* kind.

In the second place, it is part of a pian
to get readers for the Cominc NaTION,

Prizes aggregating $550.00 will he given
for the best solution of the mystery.

The full p'an under which prizes will
be given, with the opening installment
of the story will appear next week.

It is certain that there will be an ex-
traordinary demand for this number.
-Scouts and news-dealers should see to

it that they have a large supply. It
will afford a fine opportunity to get new
subscribers and every reader who is
interested in the succese of the Comine
NarioN ‘should order a bund'e for dis-
tribution. Socialist locals that distribute
& bundle of this number will be certain
to obtain subscribers and to increase the
amount - of Socialist literature read in
their locality during the coming year.

There will, of course, be the feature
articles and short stories that are char-
acteristic of the Comine Narion.

We believe that our readers will be
interested in knowing that the circulation
of the Comine Nation is now growing.
faster than any time.in its history. The
close of the first year and the announce-
ment of ‘plans for the coming year have
brought the universal comment that the
paper has made good, and is needed.
This praise _is being translated into
word§ by the active efforts of the read-
ers of the paper. -

We are now able to announce the
approxinmtc date on W hich “Social
Forces in American History,” by A.. M,
Simons will be distributed to thode who
have secured it as a premium, The pub-
lishers say that they expect it to be

ready for delivery by the 15th of Oa-

tober. The supply of books which have
been ordered will certainly be exhausted
soon after that date and it will then be
impossible to secure any more at the
rates we are able to offer them to sub-

scribers. Untll the supplv is exhausiad,
a copy will be sent to every person who
. will send three dollars for yearly sub-
acnptmns.

The copes of the hali-tore reproduc-
tions of Balfour Ker's great painting,
“Driven  from Eden,” have now been
mailed to those whe have asked for
them when sending a new subscription
or renewai, There are quite a number
of thes left and for a few weeks or
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‘THE ESSENTIAL THING

BY A. M. SIMONS

volts,

They lend themselves to striking phrases in description.

be_heard around the world.

We say to ourselves, this is real revolution.
Such events certainly are significant.

thing.

NG E are just passing through one of those explosive
¥ periods in society that always follows the aceu-
B mulation of oppression, indignation and education.
§ Our blood moves faster as we read of events in
England, Spain,

Russia, Treland, Austria dnd

France, general strikes, bread riots, armed re-
All these things are vivid,” soul-stirring.

They can

" This means some-
They indicate that

the steam in the Socialist boiler is close to the- bursting point.
, In our admiration for the explosion we are apt to forget the
years of feeding the boiler with the fuel of education and ‘organi-

zation.

\\"e are also apt to forget that exploding boilers do less

work than those whose energies are applied through an engine.
Such upheavals indicate something more than the fact that the

working class is ready to revolt.

They often indicate that the ener-

gies of revolt are being expended in ineffectual channels and almost -
always indicate defects in the methods of Socialist work before

“‘the explosion. '

The general stnke in England is not only a proof that the
hitherto supposedly indifferent working class. is aroused to action,
It also indicates that in recent years there has been too much of
phrase mongering, too much babblmg of revolutionary phrase»,

and what is even more important—too little ordered,

revolutionary action.

COH scious

Long experience in a multitude of nations has shown the
working “class that - these ‘wild explosions of revolutionary energy
are very apt to be followed by a long period of depression.

Too often such explosions act like safety-valves that insure
the existence of the very thing at which they are directed.

The real work of revelution is done by these who direct the
forces of revolt against the foundations of society where they over-

% turn, or better yet, supplant the old institutions.
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as long as they last, one will be sent
to ever person who asks for it when
sendirig one dollar for a new subserip-
tion or renewal. We believe that our
readers have scarcely appreciated the
value of this offer. The reproduction
is one that is not to
the -ordinary half-tone as printed in a
periodical. This is oh heavy
wide margin, with the very best possible
ink and press work for.use. The original

" puinting was in black and white and the

reproduction is an almost perfect dupli-
cate.

“The Digg‘racc of Cl'vilizaliol_l”

Dr. Edwin F.
tion on tubercilosis,
cansed by poverty
Under the caption
The Disgrace of Civilization,” in the
Western Railway News, he writes:
“The splendid work of Dr. Evans, of

Bowers, -in a disserta-
declares that .t is
and malnutrition,
of “Tuberculosis,

Chicago, in publicising. knowledge on

this vital subject, has stimulated enu-
lation from physicicans, ‘health boards,

district nurses’ associations and civic im- .

provement societies all over the coun-
try, and effective work is being accom-
plizhed in stampiug out this disgrace of
civilization, the .Great White Plague.

“But (and here's the rub) while we
know how to prevent and how to cure

(in the early stages), the death rate
shows no perceptible diminution. Why.

is this?

' “Because we haven't attacked the
basic cause of tubercuiosis, poverty and
malnutrition. The wealthy do  occa-
sionally die of it, but in proportion to
one to seven. The poor, overworked,
underfed wage slave pays tribute to
this modern Minotaur—devouring the
fairest and most promising of yvouth,

Of what avail the physician’s counsel to -

“test up,” sleep in the open air, “force
fecd”
a whelesome, natural "life, to a poor
shep girl or a mill operative, toiling
twelve hours a day in vitiated, lint-
laden, super-saturated atmosphere, from

which the greater portion of oxyg:n has

be compared with

paper with

. economic condition.

. Gold.”

"the

upon rich, nutritious diet and live:

long since been extracted and replaced
by carbon dioxide?

“What sardonic cruelty (devilishly
contrived as any in the pages of Greek
mythology or Dante’s Inferno) to show
this doomed victim the beautiful vista
of life, hope, health, happiness, a con-
tinued loving sojourn among the quick,
and then dash the cup to the ground,
shattered in a thousand fragments, and
proffer him instead the bitterness, futil-
ity and hopelessness of his lot under
“Economic Determinism.”

“For his fate is pre-determined by his
If he is
carry out the rules of health laid down
for his guidance, to play the game fairly
and squarely with unstacked cards, the
chances are extremely favorable for
comgplete recovery and restoration to
useful productive capacity.”

Dr. Bowers prescribes good food,
- proper clothing, sanitary homes, short
hours, high wages, compensation for in-
jured workmen, and the substitution of
the “Golden Rule” for the “Rule of

unions are_identical.
Higher Wages for You

BY W. R. SHIER.

Here arc some of the ways in which
the Socialist party would improve the
economic condition of the workers.

1. By increasing the wages of gov-
ernment employes, .

2. By inserting fair wage clauses in
all government contracts. )

3. By repealing all laws inimical to
labor unions.

4. By enforcing minimum wage laws
m all the poorly paid trades.

5. By creating a scarcity of labor by
state employment of the unemployec.

Higher wages are not Socialism, but
Socialism means higher wages:

To learn more about Socialism send
your name and address: to.

Thts little article has been published

..........

by 'ncal Parkdale upen a blotter for -

honse—to-house dxstnbutxon. Bloiters

results.

able to.

His prescription and that of the .

are better than leaflets because they a:-

.kept and read over and over aga

They cost more, but they bring bet:-
Campaign committees el.
where are herewith given -permiss;
to make whatever- use of this art;
they care to. It has provoked a lot

interest in Parkdale, largely, we thi
becauise the thing that interests wor)

ingmen most is the price of their lal

power.

The Soaahst chuts

During September, 1911, the Soclali-
Sconts sold more papers than during an.
other meanth since they were organizo:
Quite a few boys and girls find they ca;
not possibly deliver papers to thelr enti
list of .customers and have hired plavmat
to help them. Your boy or girl can t:v

. up the same work, make plenty of pocke:

money and.do a valuable work for S
cilalism at the same time.

Socialis* Scouts sell the (‘om\c NiaTio
and Appeal to Reason and take aulwm,
tions. for both papers. They make 100 |
cent on all =ales and receive walua!:
premiuips in aditlon. It costs nothing 1.
start the work. T°l]l .send a bundle of i«
NATIONS to any bey or girl who'll agree : "
remit half price for what papers he selis
and to refurn heads of unsold coples. Ax.
dress requests to “Scout Department. A
peal to Reason, Girard. Kaws.” Pull (n
structions are sent with first bundiae.

Scout News

—_——

I have sold all my papers for thim week.
My bag is just fine. ‘I have fifteen regular
customers and hope to get more soon. |
am .the only Socialist Scout in town bnr
I think a little work and big pay is -
right. A good way to get customers 1s ra
go to local meetlngs and get somebody o
announce that you sell papers and then 2o
aronnd—~Fred J. Schnirman, Towa.

They =ell like hot tomales on an Alntnan
nizht.—Stanley Helster, Arizona.

We have a local out here.
of it is Spotted Bear local.

The pame
I think ev.
eryone should be a 'Socfalist as it is the
only thing. There are so many little chil-
dren working in the sweat shops and men
out of employment, snd when Soclalism
comes things will not be that way.—DBertha
Anderson, South Dakota. °*

On July 25th T received the watch, which
I have named “The CoMING NATION Time
piece.” My brother will be proud to receive
it. T sincerely thank you for your prompt
ness.—Hugo Haffner, New York.

1 like semng papers immensely and .in-
stead of sgelling thirty CoOMING NaTioNs
each week I think 1 capn sell a hundred in
a short time. I am the only boy here sell-
ing the ComiNGg NatTioN. I will try to get
other boys to help me.—Wm. Arness, North
Dakota.

I recelved my printing press, also prem-
fum coupons, What papers I don't scll to
customers, I take to meetings and sveech s,
which are held every week-here, and usu-
ally se!l what is left over.—~Wni Pielenz,
New York.

Sold nearly all my papers. Fope to do
better next week; just recelved C. N. I
‘hope all the Scouts are doing as well if
not better—[‘llzabeth Duvall, Msaryland.

"1 am_enclosing a postal of myself and
1 am nlne years old, Louls =
We have’ &4

two brothers.
is seven and little Dana is four.
five regular customers. I deliver three -and
Louis two. Dana
are three little Socialists We hope to
more work as we grow older.- —Fred .
Stewart, Pennsylvania,

In a word, the master note of the

twentieth century civilization should be, 3
1€

a call for the enthronement of .t
spirit of co-operation in the center of
our industrial order. It is still/the ©ld
question of which we will accept—Jesus
or Barabbas, Christ or Casar. Firs!
of ‘all, we nsed to awaken the peop'¢
from - their profound inertia, their ar-
palling indifference.

Sl ot e

always goes, too. \'? .;




The Story of Joe

(Continued.)
NE frosty evening in Octo-
ber some two years after
Joe had gone to work in
the - bakeshop, he was going
home - from- work. It was
,one of those evenings. when
S no  self-respecting
would wear an overcoat, eveh if he had
one, but is glad nevertheless to turn his
coat collar up and tuck his hands into
his pockets.
til about half way of the two miles home
_he was blocked en his fast walk by a
crowd coming out of a high brick build-
ng. ¥

3oe knew the place well. It was-a
‘hoe factory and he had many times
met this same crowd. Somehow he had
never before noticed it very much. It
was just something that happened every
day. But this night the numbers of
people struck him. More and more they
poured out and there were many girls
among them.

“Say,” thought Joe to himself, “there
must be thousands of folks working in
that shop. It's an awful crowd. Won-
der how I'd like a job there. No chance
_ of getting lonely, anyway. Lots of fel-
lows just my age, it seems to me.”

Then Joe bowed his head to the frosty
wind and pushed on home to the hot
supper and the noisy talk of his younger
brothers and sisters that made home al-
ways cheery to him.

After supper Joe’s mother said,

“Joe, run to the old man’s at the
‘corner ‘and leave Bobbie’s shoes to be
mended.” l

But Joe had just settled himself with
a good book for an evening’s reading,
so his mother had to say a second time:
"~ “Now, Joe, I wish you'd run along
before the old man cioses up for the
night.”. Then .Joe picked up the shoes
and left the room grumbling a little
as he did so, -

“I should think someone else should
go once in a while.”

little shop on the corner and gone down
the three steps that ‘led to the half
basement room where the old shoe-
maker worked.

The upper part of the door was of
glass and Joe stopped to look in for a
moment. There in a tiny room, sat

queer tools and shoe lasts beside him on
a bench which was a continuation of
his seat. With leather apron on and a
shoe on a form between his knees, he
pegged and pounded, while a small flick-
ering gas light over his shoulder lighted
up. his' work. :

‘Don’t look miuch like that shoe fac-
tory down-town,” thought Joe. ' “The
old man looks lonesome.” Then he
turned the knob and walked in. ‘
“Hello, Mr. Gray,” said Joe. “Here
are Bobbie's shoes to be half-soled and
can he have them by tomorrow noon?
_Hc’-’ ain’t got any others to go to school
111, 3 ’
“Guess I can do them,” answered Mr.,
Gray, without stopping his pegging.
Say, Mr. Gray,” said Joe after a
mom§nt’s watching the old man steadily
vorking. “Why Jon't you quit work at'
6 o'clock like the fellows in the big shoe
factory ?” :
“-\i’e?” said the old man. “Why sonny,
can't afford to. Times ain’t what they
Twenty-five years ago; I
1ad all the work T wanted to do makin’
shoes to order. Now I don’t get mak-
"8 a pair of shoes once a year. Those
ellows at the factory make more shoes

e day than I have in my whole life-

boy

So Joe plunged along un-

In two minutes Joe had reached the -

the old man on a seat, with a lot of.

~once more.
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you would if you were an old man
like me and see all your trade taken
away from you -with nothin’ left but
patching and soling.”

“Say, Dad, "said Joe, .when he and
his* father were on their way to the

7
7S \'\\
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There in a Tiny Room sat the old Man

bakeshop the next morning. “I'm going
to try to gzt a job in the shoe factory,
if you don't care. I'd like to learn the
trade.” B. H. M.

The Cloud

On one hot summer morning a little
cloud rose up out of the sea and, like
a child at play, joyous and gay, it
floated through the blue sky and. over
the wide fields, that lay parched and
sad after a long drouth.

As the little cloud passed along, it

“saw men below working painfully in

the sweat of their brows, while for
itself it knew nothing of sorrow and
drifted along before the light morning
air. :

“Oh, dear,” it sighed, “if I could only
do something to help those poar people
down there, to diive away their sor-
rows, to send food to the hungry and
to refresh the thirsty people.”

And as the day went on, the cloud
grew larger and larger, and as it grew,
so its wish became ever stronger, to
devote its life to the service of men.

Hotter and hotter shown the sun upon
the earth, and oppressed the working
people terribly. It seemed as though

they couldn’t stand it, but they had to -

keep right on working, for they were
very poor. ' They looked up beseech-
ingly at the cleud, as though to say,

“Oh, if you could only help us a li:tle.”

“Indeed, I will help you,” said the
cloud and began to dip down lightly to-
ward the earth. Then all at once it
remembered something it had heard
once as a child, deep down in the heart
of the ocean, that is, that the clu.ds

. died if they went too close to the earth.

For a time it hesitated, and drifted
here and -there, but at last it stopped
and spoke boldly and jovously: “You
men below there, I am going to help
you, no matter what happens.” :

_This thought made the cloud all at
once as great as a giant and stv-ag and
powerful. It would never have dreameéd
that it could become so great.

It hovered over the earth in its might,
and spread its wings far over ths fields.

Its sglendor was so great that man and

beast alike were frightened, and the
trees and the grass bowed before- it.

But they all knew well that the cioud

was their benefactor.

“Yes, I will help you,” cried the cloud
“Take me. I will die for
you.” ; D

" And for that reason

Thunder rolled about it, and through
and, through it surged an endless feel-
ing of leve; it sank toward the earth
and melted in blessed raindinps.

This rain was its service: the rain
was its ‘death.
found its own meaning. .

Over all the land, as far as the rain-
storm reached,” a beautiful rainbow
threw its. arch, formed of the brightest
rays of the sky. It was the last visible
greeting of a great self-sacrificing love.

Soon the cloud disappeared; but the
blessing of the cloud Jingered long with

. tae people it had cerved.—Robert Rein-

ick tin Die Gleich!eit.
Dick, the Colt

BY  WILBY IHEARD,

T 1ICK was a colt, a little
more than two years old.
That's pretty big for a baby

horse. Why, on his second
birthday Dick was- just as
tall as his mamma, far more

<A, =i slender though. He still
acted much like a baby, however, ‘de-
spite his size.. And he wanted to fol-
low her wherever she was made to go.
Farmer G
had 'to keep Dick ticd in the stable when
his mother was taken out to work. But

he would call, and call whether she was.

in hearing distance or not And she.
too, would do the same. Now Dick’s
mother loved her boy as only mothers
can; and her heart would go pit-a-pat
for the welfare of her son, when she
was far away. .For she believed that
no other living creature could take such
good care of him as she. She seemed
to know as well as you or I could, that
colts are reckless youngsters, and are
always up ‘to all sorts of pranks. And
you might as well know it right here
that Dick was a regular daredevil even
among the liveliest of his kind. So no
wonder that Babe, so Dick’s mother was
called, was much worried about him.
One of Dick’s tricks, which was a
very:simple one, was to_come to the
dining-room window, .on a summer

‘evening, and stick his head in, in hope

of getting some sugar. Ile knew the
sugar bowl, and if it was anywhere in
reach he would not. hesitate to upset it
on the table, with his upper lip. Nor
did he -care if he had to break half a
dozen plates in the attempt. And once
the bowl was turned over he would not
do a thing to the sweet, as the slang
phrase goes.

One day .Farmer G—— said to his
boys, “I guess we will have to break
Dick” into wearing harness soon. An-

* other half year and we. will be able to

make some use of him.” To work a
horse before he is fully three years old
may cause the ruin of the. animal for
life. And so most farmers are very
careful not- to work them to amount
to anything before that age.

A horse of three years may be com-
pared to a child of sixteen or eighteen
vears of age. Is it not strange then
that thousands of little children five or
six years old are driven into the fac-
tories? They are treated worse than
horses—but we are drifting from our
story. The boys considered the break-
ing in of a colt almost as great a treat
as going to a circus. For it seems great

 fun, to ome who does not understand

the great desire for complete freedom,
to see a spirited colt rebel at the yoke
thus suddenly laid upen him.

And, so the very next- day while
Farmer G——— was away with Babe
and her sistéer Dell, the boys put Dick
into some harness, tesk him out, and
hitched him to a stoneboat. A stone-
boat is sort of a rough sled made for
hauling heavy stones from -the plowed
fields. And they tried to made Dick

‘pull it. At first he took the whole affair

as a joke. Then he suddenly grew seri-
ous.
wriggled behind him and seemed deter-
mined to follow him wherever he went.
At last he became frightened, poor baby,
and stopped sho.t, as iis eye sighted a

) : team of horses about half a mile away.
that mmu.&ouny But . A bright ight pierced the cloud. “Perhaps that is ‘mamma,” thought

In‘ the rain the cloud-

He did not lixe the thing that -
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scared littie Dick. And with a neigh
of complaint and fear, without a sec-
ond’s warning, he darted_ off, stoneboat
and all, straight fcr the team in the
distance.

The man. with the team, who chanced
to be a neighbor, knew Dick. So he

. caught the colt, kept him tiil evening

and then brought him home. The boys
never again tried to break in colts, for
Dick had taught them a lesson they
remembered ever after. Before many
months .went by Dick was well broken
in, ond did his share of daily toil. He
soon forgst to look to his mother for
protection, for the harness made a horse
of him. All day long he labored hard,
and when night cam¢ he was so tired
that he could think of little else but
rest. His mother, too, scemed to dis-
own him after he stopped rebelling
against the harness. °

There is something of a moral in this
Iittle story, and maybe mdre than one.
Just you try to find them.

Something Abou; School Teachers

There were 510,000—over half a mil-
licn-—school teachers " in_ the United
States last year, and, of course, the:
number will be incredsed this year with
the greater number of pupils .and’
schools. Thdt makes a big army in
itself, doesn't it?

The work of teaching is very impor-
tant, . but I am sorry to say that the
public school teachers have seldom re-
ceiveG the consideration due them for
doing that work. Until recently the
politicians who controlled the govern-
ments of the different cities didn’t care
whether the teachers got decent salaries
or not. This was because the great ‘ma-
jority of teachers were women and had
no votes. QOut of the 510,000 teachers
last year 400,000 were women.

But the teachers have gotten tired of
being imposed upon and working hard
for low wages, so they have formed
“associations” to agitate for better
conditions. At first the teachers didn’t
want their associations identified with’
the trade unions-as they thought they
were superior to ordinary working peo-
ple but. they soon learned, especially in
Chicago, that they were workers with
the same interests as other workers
and they were glad to become part of
the trade union movement.

As a result of this agitation condi-
tions for the teachers have been greatly
improved in many places. They made
the politicians understand that while
they have no vote themselves they can
exercise political influenice among nen
who have votes.

In the mieantime, their experiences
with school boards and other munici-
pal government departments and the
state legislature have taught them how
necessary ic is that women should be
able to vote on election day and use
their influence directly for better educa-
tional methods and teaching conditions.

This year, for the first time, many
women teachers of New York in a
number of grades will receive the same
wages as men teachers. This has come
about by years of agitation through or-
ganization and against great opposition. -

Further, the amount of money ex-
pended on public schools amnually in
this country is $450,000,000—nearly as
much as it will cost to build the Pan-
ama Canal. This money is almost whoily
raised by local taxes. There is always

protest against any improvements in the .

school syste:n because it is said it will
be hard on the taxpayers, but neverthe- -
less the average amount of money now
spent on each pupil is twice as large
as forty years ago and the taxpayers
seem to have survived. :

Public moncy can be expended for no
more worthy object than for public edu-
cation, just as it can be speat for no
more ignoble object than that of equip-
ping an army and navy for the sole
purpose of killing human beings for the
benefit of the capitalists of a n>tion who
love war for the prufit it brings them.
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P repanng for Battle

The Congress of the German Soual
~ Democratic party which was held at
Jena from the 10th to the 14th of Sep-
tember was filled with preparations for
the great electoral battle that will take
_ place within a few months.

" The first day. of the Congress was
taken op with greetings and words of
cheer from fraternal delegates from va-
rious European countries,

There had been some criticism of the .

party execativv on the ground that it
had been slow to act in the Morocco
‘situation and that in general it had been
-less militant than was desirable.
In the opening speech of August RBe-
bel he referred to this as follows:
“Now another word in addition to

what the first speaker has told you. It '

was -his opinion that last week a cer-

tain dissatisfaction made itself felt. Yes,
indeed, comrades, a nuggber of you are -

dissatisfied with the administration and
have found that it has not done well
what it had to do, and that a fire ought
to be built close behind ‘it to shove it
along. Weil, we of the Party Admin-
istration have also seen all this and have
awaited with suspense what would come
of it. We, also wished to save our skins,
there is no doubt about that. But we
are glad to admit that it is a good sign
of energetic life when there ‘is a stir-
ring, a reaching out and when one does
not agree so thoroughly with everything.
It does not do to always let thmgs g0
as they may.

“It also happens that an admlmstra-
tion often becomes too comfortable, too
safe, hardly however among the So-
cial Democrats (applause) among oth-
ers more frequently, Taken all in all
you have always been satisfied with us,
you have always re-elected us, But let
us put it to the proof, criticize, bring
forward plans of improvement—if they
are really for improvement we shall be
glad to take them up. It would be a
very bad party leadership that believed
that the old methods and order of
things must be kept up. This is a dem-

officials were sustained by an overwhelm-
ing vote of the Congress,
a general feeling that greater initiative

and more militant action would be ex- -
‘pected in the future,

-.The official reports to the Congress
havc already been mentioned in these
columns. Every where they showed . a
most remarkable increase in strength
and activity. The number of daily pa-

.pers have increased from 65 in 1907 to

81 at the present time. The income of
the party was over a million doilars in
the past year.
among the wbmen and the young was
especialiy striking.

The Morocca question took up much
of the time of the convention and here
Bebel delivered omne of those masterly
analyses of events that commanded the
atten‘ion not only of the Socialists but
of the entire European world, He

+ pointed out the industrial interes's that

are behind the Morocco question, showed
how the tactics of the Ge man govern-
ment would lead on to what must in-
evitably be a world wide war and de-
clared that those responsible for that
leadership were staking the very ex-
istence of the capitalist society on the
outcome. At the close of his speech,

he presented the following resolution .

whick was unanimously adopted amid
cheers that continued for several min-
utes:

“The Socia'ists of Germany in na-
tional congress at Jena, energetically
protest against and strongly condemn
the attempt that hds been made to in-
volve three nations of Europe, France,
England and Germany, in a fratricidal
war, a war that. would necessarily de-
velop into a world struggle and could
only end with a great catastrophe.

“The strenuous efforts of a capitalist
clique to fasten its grip on Morocco, in
order to exploit it to the fullest extent
and to spill the blood and take the pos-
sessions of the Germans with the lying
excuse ‘That the honor and the interest
of the Nation’ demand it, are repudiated

by tke Congress as con-
scious falsification _ of

Suq,md Forging His Sword at Jena

ocratic party for the reason that we
can speak out and that the majority
decides, and when it .has decided we will
work together as we have worked to-
- gether in th. past. We must not close
our cves %o the fact that great battles
zre before us, and that it will not' do
to be too optimistic, Let us ‘work with
energy, stand firmly together, and move
on to battle and to victory.”

This statement, however, did not pre-
vent 1 vigorous attack being made in

the Congress, in which Ledebour, Rosa -

Luxemburg and Clara Zetkin took a
prominent ‘part. Although the . party

fact, and shameless res-
cality.

“The few persons that
are interested in excit-
ing three nations to war
are abetted by the colo-
nial pirates and the chau-
-vinists who thirst for ad-
vancement and promi-

facturers and purveyors

of all kinds cf war ma-
terial, who would put
enormous profits into
their pockets in the event,
of a war, while hundreds
of thousands of men
would perish, and mil-
lions would be cast into
misery and want.

" “It is only on account

of the continugd ‘prick-

the last few years by the
interested clique, that

S ot * Middle and Western Eu-

rope has been kept in a
_ constant state jof mili-
tary unrest. These pllinderers tried
to make the governments pliant, docile
helpers in order -to secure the
“strength of the pecple for the ad-
vancement -of their interest.
“The Congress eraphatically repu-

. diates these attempts and expects that

the German working class will em-
ploy every means _to prevent a world
war. It demands the immediate con-
vening of the Reichistag in order that
the representatives of the people may
have an opportunity to give their
opinion and to oppose izachinations

that are inimical to the working class.”

there was

The increased aclivity-

nence, and by the manu-

ing on’ carried on for-

NATION

HARRY COOKE.

for refusing to register for

conscription.

Now In jail

The Congress then proceeded with
what was intended to be its principal
business, the work of preparation for
the clections. Bebel, whose preponder-
ating influence was never so great as
in .this Congress, delivered a speech out-
lining the policy of the party in such
a masterly manner as to bring the-con-
gress to its feet in a wild burst of
ethusiasm.  He showed the ‘influence
of the constantly rising prices, how
the taxation program of the govern-
ment aggravated this evil, and closed
with an eloquent appeal for united action
and undivided effort.

What might be called the program
of the campaign was submitted by him
at the close of the speech and unani-
mously adopted. This read as follows:

The convention expects that as far
as this has not already been done that
the party membership in all districts
in which the party has adherents shall
undertake preparations for independent
nomination for the Reichstag.

The convention further expects that
party members will at once undertake

the work of agitation and will make"

especial effort to bring new members to
the party organization, and extend the
circulation of the party press.

The campaign agitation must be es-
pecially directed toward the ‘atiainment
of universal, equal, direct and secret
suffrage "as set forth in the party plat-
form, for the elections to the Prussian
Landtag as well as in all other states
not having universal, equal, direct and
secret suffrage.

Where as a result of the first elec-
tion no party member is chosen and it
becomes necessary to decide between
opposing non-Socialist candidates, So-
cialist votes should be given to those
who are pledged to the following meas-
ures:

1. Maintenance of the existing s’uf—
{rage for the Reichstag,

2. Opposition to any narrowing of

-the rights of assemblage and organiza-

tion.

3. .Opposition to any sharpening of
the so-called poiitical paragraphs of the
criminal law.

4. Opposition to any sort of excep-
tional law.

5. Opposition of any increase or ex-
tension of the tariff on necessities of
life for the great mass of the people.

6. Opposition to any extension or
increase of indirect taxes on the necessi-
ties of life.

Arrogant - railway barons, with pow-
ers undreamed of in other lands, hold
in bands of steel the commerce of the
country. The greatest of all offenses
against, laws for honest rates are con-
drned by skilful legal hireling and dis-
missed by pliable courts after farcical

‘trials—and the press is mainly silent.—

Tlu Bondage of the Press.

War Upon War in New Zealand

Under the disguise of a general mil-
itia law, not so very much different
from the Dick military law, now in
force in this country, an effort is beiny
made to introduce a sort of conscrip-
tion in New Zealand. The law requires
every able-bodied male citizen of mili-

' tary age to appear for registration, that

he may be called out when desired. The
New Zealand Socialists are fighting this
law in a most energetic manner. Many
of them have refused to register and
these are now being prosecuted for this
refusal. The two Socialists whose por-
traits appear on this page have both
undergone imprisonment because they
will not agree to become military mur-

- derers.

WILLIAM CORNISH.
Twenty-one days in jail.

Mxhtary Mania

For the exght years preceding  the
war with Spain our average annual ex-
penditure for the army was less than
$24,000,000; for the eight years follow-
ing that war the annual average leaped
to more than $83,000,000: and now for
the current year the army appropriation
is $05,440,567. The navy has done even
better. For the eight years preceding
the Spanish war the average annual
expenditure was a little more than $27,-
500,000; for the next eight years it
averaged $102,400,000, and- this year the
navy gets $137,350,854. Adding tue
navy and army appropriations gives the
sum of $226,791,421, which is rather a
neat price to pay for imitating the an‘ics
of those ghost dancers on the farther
side of«the Atlantic. But that isn't all
by any means. To this sum must be
added the current appropriation for the
military academy, $1,856,240; the appro-
priaticn for forts and fortifications,
$5,617,200; and. the pension appropria-
tion of $155,758,000, making a grand
total of $390,022870 as the cost of
militarism for one year, or at the rate
of $1,068,555 a day for every day im the
ear, .

’ * * %

If we had sufficient- intelligénce to
put an end to the colossal pension graft,,
we could pay the entire cost of the
canal with the money saved in a single
year and have fifteen million dollars
left, wsich would give each of the
406,000 publi¢’ school teachers ‘an aver-
age of thirty dollars each. No. doult
they could make use of the money, for
no one ever accused a public school
teacher of being overpaid. :

x ¥ x-

The whole woild might be decent
housed instead of living in wretchel
hovels as so many now dc, if the money
wasted on militarism. was applied ©
the purchase of homes. What. an 11"
calculable amount of human happine:s
might be nurchased with go great
sum! No Socialist in his rosiest dreains
ever pictured much more maierial hap-
piness' achieved through his own nos
trum than might be attained by putting
an end to this great burden of militar-
ism.~Technical  World Magasine.
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Como Have a Smile With Us

o

B T L e
Flings at Things
7 BY D. M. S.
wmmwmﬂm
The Thought Preducer.
See L‘olumm, modest lass,
Performing sleight-of-hand
And playing tricks that have some class
For those who understand.
" The ones that are the shortest pwrsed
It qathers in its net

And plainly shows them that the worst
/s all that they can get.

PR

Some. people think&t/wy think a thing
As clear and plain as day

But Evolution has_its fling
And brushes mist agway;

Supplyving them the newer kinks
Which just a year ago

They would not have regarded “thinks”
That ever could be so.

For turning -sinners from their course,
The saner /raths to pick,

Old Evolution is the force
That does’ the little trick,

We argue, plead and speechify,
No one will lend an ear

But when the [rmkct book .runs shy
It makes theé wvision clear.

Only Explanation

“Yes, he fell out of a tree when he
was a boy.”

3
“Any lasting effect?”
“Well, it appears to have made a

democrat for life of him.”

Easily Known

The common people. Who ‘are " they?
The answer cometh ploin,

The ones who work for little pay
And give the plutes a pain.

No Prospective Customer

“He has fine long whiskers.”
\es,. he has_ vowed not to cut them
off until Bryan is elected.”

“Ah, well, the village barber may as
well . quit speaking pleasantly to him.”

Had to Recover °

“I expect to collect damages for be-
mg in the railway wreck.”
“Were you-injured?”

“No, but my lawyer gets half that we -
\ol1ect 3

Economic Motive

“The big magazines appear to be get-
tmg under Pierpont Morgan's wing.”

“That is so they can have him to say
gSa;at if the postmaster genergl gets’

Catch the Spirit
“The way the modern prize fight has
devcloped should greatly please Carne-
gie and the other peace f"ms

“But it looks like real war.’

“Trust not appearances. It has all
been arbitrated by the promoters before
the first drop of blood has been drawn
from the innocent public.”

Their View Pecint
“Who ‘was responsible for the train
wreck ?”
“The board of directors.”
“Then it wasn't a wreck after all.”

“What was it?”
“Just a joke.”

Watch the big department store con-

" trolled newspagers go light on the sane

Christmas. They wouldn’t hurt trade
for the world.

Little Flings

What a chance California has to put
itself in-the big place in, history.

Flying isn’t the sport of kings.
will wait until it is safer.

Now is the time to sow the seed.
The ground i§ plowed and ready.

They

If the comet will come back next year
it will see an election worth looking at.

Not much can be expgcted of a labor
movement that is a capitalist movement.

Notwithstanding the spread ef intel-
ligence the world is still thinking with
its stomach.

Wall street is going to have a hard
time deciding between Taft and Wilson,
they are both such charmers.

——

Told at the

Dinner Hour

A Very Appropriate Verse
BY REBA ERB.

Recéntly a youngster joined church
and the minister told him if he saw
anyone doing wrong, he should quote
a verse of the Bible.

"As the boy was walking along one
day, he saw another boy with a hatchet
trying to chop off a cat’s tail. He
thought of what he had been told and
quickly said, “That which God has
joined together let mo man put asun-
der.”

A Man Eating Ghost
BY R. L. HUNTER.

In a lonely spot. of timber down in
Dixie there was an old graveyard said
to be “haunted” to which many people
were afraid to go especially after dark.

But old Brother Jones, who had not
walked in iwenty years on account of
rheumatism, doubted the story and said
he would go there if he only could

walk. So a bold young fellow agreed -

to carry him.
The offer was accepted, so taking the

old man on his shoulder the young fel-

low started one very dark night to the
graveyard:

Now it happened on thls same night
that two thieves, who thought nothirg
of ghosts, had planned to steal a sheep
and were to meet at this graveyard. -

One of them arrived early and was
waiting for his partner, when the bold
young fellow came up with Brother
Jones on his back. The thief stooping
low, viewed them as best he could by

the fading hght and decided it was his.

partner coming with the sheep, so .ad-
vancing cautiously he asked in a half
whisper:

“Is he fat?”

The bold young fellow threw Brother
Jones at the thief’s feet and broke away

at a dead run, shouting:

“Fat or lean, you may have him.”

It is said that Brother Jones jumped
up and outran his compamon home.

The old graveyard is stxll said to be
haunted.

All for the Cause -

Hear a word, a word in season, for the
day is drawing nigh, '
When the Cause shall call upon us, some
to live and some to die.
—William Morris,

A Wise Guy

In a New York street a wagon loaded
with lamps collided with a track and
many of the globes were smashed. Con-
siderable sympathy was felt for the
. driver as he gaze! ruefully at the shat-
tered fragments. A benevolent-looking
old gentleman eyed Lim compassion-
ately. .

“My poor man,” he said, “I suppose
you will have to make good this lcss
out of your own gocket?”

“Yep,” was the melancholy reply.

“Well, well,” said the philanthropi¢
"old gentleman, “hold out your hat—

here’s a quarter for you; and I dare say
some of these other people will give you
a helning hand, too.”

The driver held out his hat and sev-
eral persons hastened to drop coins into
it. At 'last, when the contributions had
ceased, he emptied the contents of his
hat into- his pocket. “Then, pointing to
the retreating figure of the philanthro-
pist who had started the collection, he
observed: “Say, maybe he ain’t the
wise guy! That's me boss!"—Life.

Funnyisms o A
BY J. W. BABCOEK.

Petty theft should never be encour-
aged; so I would earnestly advise the
young man who steals a kiss to promptly
return it to its ongmal abiding place.

*

At last the problem of international
importance, the ‘momentous question
that has perplexed scholars for ages,
has ‘been: solved. The hen crossed the
street because she wanted to view the
remains of her great, great, great, great,
great grandmother in the packing house,
o'er tie way.
i * ¥ %

“Anhow, vaccination pi_vents a gisl
from playing thc piano.”"—C hzcago Daily
Socialist.

Not any more. Girls do not phy pia-
nos with their feet, these days,’

*x X %

“Blake was just giving his house the

" first coat of ‘paint when the cyclone

struck it.”
“‘Struck down in its prime,
speak.” o

S0 to
‘!.SL

Wanted Regular Work

A farm hand had worked in the ﬁcld
from dawn till darkness, dom_g the
chores by lantern- light. “I'm going to
quit,” he raid to the farmer at the end
of the month. “You promlsed me a
stcady job.”

“Well, haven't you got one?” was the
astonished reply.

“No,” said the man, “there are three
or four hours every night that I don’t
have anything to do and faol my time
away sleeping.”"—Della Hart Stone, Swuc-
cess Magazive.
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The Boss eats three good meals 5
Yes, sometimes four or five
. We workin’ slaves get just exousi.
. To kecep ourselves glive,
And when one of us sisves dosy
It's ncthing—he's not missed
S0 there's another resson wh,
1 am o pessimist.

There ain’t no wuse in Iryin'
In this world, that 1 can see:
If there's any ease and pleaswre,
I'm sure they ain’t for me,
The Rich Man gets it all now-days,
Aw the Toilers just exist— -
So that's the very reason why
I am a Pessimist, .

“He's o damned pessimist” the
And claim my views are wroyy

They ask if L hod milions
Would 1 help the poor giong® *

] sure would try to do some gou4-
I'd have slaves ‘ail enlist,

And by aud by the millionaire

Would be the pess:mist

1 hustle, worry; strive and loil
From early morn till night,

And for my labor get two bucks—
Now, by heck! that ain't right,
The boss makes fifteen bones a day
Off each man on his list;
So that's another reason why

I am a pessimist,

Come, East and West and North
By racés, as smow-flakes,

And carry my purpose forth
Which neifher halts mor shakes.

And I unchain the slave:

| Free be his heart and hand henceforth
As wind and wandering wave,

I cause from every creature
His proper good to flow;

As much as he is and doeth,
So much he shall bestow.

My will fulfilled shall be,
For in daylight or in dark,
) Uy thunderboit has eyes to :see
But, laying hands on another His way home to the mark.
To ‘coin his labor and sweat,
He goes in paw+ iv his victim
For eternai years in debt.

So long as a single one amougst vour
brothers has mno vote to reprecent
in the develc pment of 1"‘t national i

Capitalism- If'ia utterly Wicked for amyone to Discontest the Laborer wirh his lot

Today unbind the captive,
So only are ye unbound;
Lift up a people from the dust,
Trump of thelr rescue, sound!
Pay ransom to the owner
And fill the bag to the brim.

SO 1“'72 as therc 1‘ one left 1 vegelate

in 1gnorance where others are cducy
ted, so long as a single man. abie :nd
willing to work, langmshes m 3
through want of work to do vou hae

no country in the semse in which

Who is the owner? The slave is otwner
And ever was. Pay him,

try ought to exmst—the country of ull
and for all—Mazzind

Bemg proems imngwating the Spoy? of Rerell v
thrmps tew poral sma sper el

Selacoa swd aunaated by
FRANK STUHLMAN

Emerson, perhaps, for pure reasoming and intellectual fam: is the foremost
‘figure in American literatwre. His Perceptions of right and wreng, truth and
etror were very keenm and his radicalism was even exiveme. His cool dispassionate
manner takes the edge from his icomociasticism amd ome omly comprehonds kis
immense enunciction ¢f comservatism when we weigh ais dictwms carefully.
Then we recogmise what a radical he was. What Emerson lacked was red blood
—the kind that flowea wn-the veonls of Wendell Phillips, ef Garrisow and of
Whittier. He knewo the wrong of oppression as well as any man and in his cold,
ana’ytical way ke stood loyally for freedom. He wrote one noble poem to the
weal of a democratic state, the “Beston, Ix'yuu.

MH,-

BY RALPH WALDD EMERSON.
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Go, cut domm trees in the Jorest
Awni trim the straightest doughs;
Cut domm frees sm thi jorest
And bwild me 8 wooden kouse.

God suid, 1 am tired of kimgs,
I swfor them no wmore; ‘
Up to my cor the morning brings
The cutrage of the poor,

Yy

o
) \
R
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Call tae poople together,
The youmy wmen ond the swves,
The digger i the harvest ‘ficd,
Hirching ond kim that hwes;

Think we § made thiy daid
A feid of havor end wor, 5
Where tyranis great and tyrowis swmall
Might harry $he weak and poor?

. ‘_'/I‘; .

Hng heve m @ pine sude-house
They shall choose men 10 nur
In every needful Foowlty, ,
in chserck tud stote and school '

Ay angel—iis wmame s Frevdom—
Ahoase ki Y2 be yowr kiny;

e shell cwt pothovays cost 0id west
- dAnd Jownd you wiih iz wing.

1o mow?! 5f these poor men
- Con govers the lond owd sea
And mobe yust lows below the swm,
As plonets Jeitkiul be. .

And wye shall sucror men’
T nobleness $o sevow;

Help thewm whe cuownot hel) ogam -
Proere From mpht 1o swmerve.

7 break i choins ani maswrships,

T

' wsli diznde wmy goods;
© Coll w the wretch end sieve;
None shall vuie bat ehe humbie,
Awd wone but 108 shall have.

!ﬂfan never @ nobic,
No limcape counted prewi;
dewm
MMaw




	ScanPro10371
	ScanPro10372
	ScanPro10373
	ScanPro10374
	ScanPro10375
	ScanPro10376
	ScanPro10377
	ScanPro10378
	ScanPro10379
	ScanPro10380
	ScanPro10381
	ScanPro10382
	ScanPro10383
	ScanPro10384
	ScanPro10385
	ScanPro10386

