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THE ROAD TO FREEDOM
• - ■

By C. E. RUTHENBERG
The platform on which the Workers

Party asks support of its candidates,
outlines the one road the workers
must travel in order to secure a high-
er standard of life for themselves.

The platform does not represent a
plan conceived by some individual or
group of individuals as a means of
securing relief from the existing evils
of the capitalist system. The program
offered by the Workers Party is a
Communist program rooted in the
economic development of the capital-
ist system and 'pointing“‘to the new
social order indicated by the develop-
ment of that system itself. The cen-
tral point about the development of
the capitalist system is the develop-
ment of large scale production which
brings thousands of workers together
in industry and makes of production
a collective work rather than individ-
ual work.

So long as our system of production
consisted of individuals working alone
or some employer working with a
half-dozen employes in a small shop,
a Communist system of production
was impossible.

But capitalism itself creates the
basis for the new social order. Cap-
italism, during the last half century
particularly, has been developing
greater and greater organizations for
production of wealth. In place of a
few workmen in small shops produc-
ing shoes, we have great shoe fac-
tories employing thousands of men
who collectively produce shoes. In
place of a tailor working alone pro-
ducing garments, we have great gar-
ment factories employing thousands'
of workers who create clothing.

Sharpens Class Conflict
This development of the capitalist

system has created an industrial ma-
chine consisting, on one side, of tens
of thousands of workers engaged in a
particular industry, who work for
wages, and on the other side, the re-
latively few capitalists who own
the industries and take the profits
from them but who usually have no
part in the work of production. They
own stocks and bonds which give
them a mortgage on the life and work
of those who produce wealth in in-
dustry, but themselves contribute no-
thing to the work of production.

Given such an industrial system,
there can be no other outcome than
the continuous conflict between the
workers employed in industry and the
owners of industry. The bringing
together of a thousand workers in one
industrial establishment creates the
condition for use of the workers’
power against the capitalist owner.
The very fact that these workers are
forced into close relationship thru the
collective processes of producing
wealth teaches them to unite in the
struggle against their exploiters.

Ten thousand workers scattered
over a city or several cities in small
shops employing five or ten workers,
would find it very dificult indeed to
unite for collective action against
their exploiters, but bringing these
workers together in on* great indus-
trial establishment, we have the con-
ditions which will naturally develop
solidarity and action as a group
against their exploiters.

In other words, the capitalist sys-
tem creates first the conditions for
collective production in industry and
at the same time creates the organ-
ization for struggle against private
ownership of this collective system of
production by bringing together
masses of workers in industry.
Collective Production and Distribution

If we acknowledge that these are
the conditions which exist today in

it by a system of Communist collect-
ive ownership of industry. This is
the platform upon which the Workers
Party asks the support of the work-
ers in the present election campaign.

The Role of the Government.
The role of the government in the

capitalist system of society* has al-
ready been indicated. Thru the con-
trol of political power and use of that
power against the group which is

jstruggling to emancipate itself from
jthe exploitation of the capitalist sys-
tem, the capitalists maintain the sys-
tem which gives them great wealth.

The change in ownership of indus-
try and the workers’ control of in-
dustry can only be achieved if the

I workers first take over the govern-
mental power. The first great struggle
to achieve the Communist society is
the struggle for control of the gov-
ernmental power.

Once this power is in the hands
of the exploited class, it has the
weapon thru which it can transform
the existing social system. The Work-
ers Party therefore calls upon the
workers to join in the struggle to es-

the United States, and surely no one
who considers the facts of American
industry will dare challenge the state-
ment that this situation does exist,
the natural question which follows is,
thru what program of action can the
workers win the struggle against
their exploiters?

We have today private ownership
of industry which so far as produc-
tion is concerned is becoming more
and more a collective process of pro-
duction. This great industrial ma- J
chine exploits the workers and when
they rebel against exploitation brings
in the governmental power to main-
tain their exploitation and adds op-
pression to exploitation.

What is the workers’ solution? Can :
they say with LaFollette,' let us de-
stroy this organization, let us break
the trusts and go back to small busi-
ness?

No one but a fool would make such
a proposal.

The great industrial organizations of
our time are the result of industrial
evolution. It is a logical development
of production from individual small

militant fight to wrest the governmen-
tal power out of the hands of the cap-
italist class, thus establishing their
Proletariat.

To lead the workers in the struggle,
to direct the struggle along the right
road —this is the purpose of the Work-
ers Communist Party. Its platform in
this election campaign is the platform
of this revolutionary struggle against
capitalism.

White Mule
By KARL REEVE

Five miners squat in the grass, their
burning cigarettes making reflecting
sparks on the two-quart bottle filled
with colorless liquid which passes
from hand to hand.

Tony spits union made tobacco
juice, wipes the stray spray from his
furious mustache, passes his hand
over the mouth of the bottle, and
drinks.

Charlie pauses from bellowing his
favorite wobbly song, and drinks. Va-
lie and Joe drink in their turn. Every-
one in the circle drinks long drafts
except Louis. Louis has tried to his
sorrow to mix copious quantities of
home brew and white mule and is
now sleeping it off, his head half
buried in the long dry, dew-less grass.

These men have not worked for
seven months. Louis is glad to sleep.
He has had bad luck since the war.
Returning from the war of Wilsonian
Democracy with one eye gone, deaf
in one ear and his right cheek bone
twisted up directly under his fore-
head, Louis is not a pretty sight. Al-
tho he was cited for bravery, and was
awarded three wound stripes, Louis
was heard to complain by the Old
Ben coal mine boss and has been put
on the invisible black-list.

As the “moon” takes effect, the
lusty talk of the miners drifts out
over the hedge of long grass in whose
shadows they recline and is wafted
over the coal-dust road. They squat
close to earth, hoping for a little re-
lief from the heat of the pitiless sun—-
their only heritage these days from
the monotonous inactivity of the day.

Charlie’s voice sounds cheerfully
hardy as he howls, to a tune never
heard before, and never t.o be re-
peated, the rebel version of, “They’re
Wild Over Me.” But his mind is at
the far edge of town, in spite of his
smile. Even the white mule cannot
erase from his mind his black-
haired, heavy wife whom he does not
love very much, and his three child-
ren who have not had much to eat
that day. His conscience pricks him
about remaining away from his wife
so late into the night. Like a dull un-
ceasing pain the words, “What can
I do? There is nothing to do,” “The
kids have got to eat” weigh down his
mind.

Louis groans in his sleep, oppressed
by the heat-and by dreams of the
battle fields of France. Tony is the
biggest of the husky men. He has the
kindly Slav face which is lent dis-
tinction BV the long brown mustache.
Tony’s dirty overalls cannot hide his
superior poise. He is the one who
always, at the end of the party, quiet-
ly goes in and cooks the bacon and
eggs and the strong black coffee which
is the farewell grace.

Tony has worked under ground for
many years. He has a wife in Po-
land. Twice he has sent her money
to come over to him, but each time
she ha* betrayed him. He has heard
recently that his wife has two more

Continued on page 9)

FOR THE CLASS-STRUGGLE AND AGAINST REFORMIST ILLUSIONS
By WILLIAM Z. FOSTER.

IN the present election campaign the Workers Party has a great re-
sponsibility as well as a splendid opportunity. Its responsibility is

to stand uncompromisingly, in this period of general confusion, for
its revolutionary program and to sweep aside the cloud of reformistic
poison now befogging the minds of the bewildered workers. The signi-
ficance of Gompers and Debs joining with LaFollette in a united front,
is that the organized masses of trade unionists are tending to break
away from the leadership politically of big capital and to accept that
of little capital. The task of the Workers Party is to expose the fal-
lacies of the liberal democratic LaFollette movement, with its blatant
sophistries and meaningless platitudes about re-establishing the “rule
of the people” and giving a “square deal” to everyone. The Workers
Party has the imperative duty to sound a clear proletarian revolution-
ary note and to demonstrate that the LaFollette movement holds no
hope for working class betterment, but must lead directly to the per-
petuation of capitalism in its worst phases.

With this duty comes a splendid opportunity for the Workers
Party. Now the workers are thinking over their grievances and the
way to correct them. They are highly receptive to revolutionary edu-
cation properly to intrench itself in the minds of the masses and to
bring large numbers of militant workers into its ranks. In the pres-
ent campaign every effort must be put forth to enlighten the workers
and to develop a big vote for the Communist candidates. But our ef-
forts must not end there. Above all, we must build our party and
extend our press. Our election campaign will be a failure if it is not
everywhere accompanied by a militant drive to secure new members
for the party and new readers for the DAILY WORKER and our other
party papers. In this historical situation, let us, therefore, militantly
fulfill our revolutionary duty of educating the masses and building the
Workers Party.

scale production to the great mass
productive industries of our time. A
LaFollette administration, even tho it
made a thousand laws, could not stop
this development.

The question the workers face is,
then what program can they follow
in order to solve the problem of the
exploitation and oppression of the
workers under this system? The an-
swer to that question is indicated in
the industrial and economic situation
itself. We cannot destroy the great
industrial organizations and thus end
their power. We should not desire to
destroy them even if we could, be-
cause they represent a higher level
of industrial development. We already
have collective production thru thou-
sands of workers cooperating in large
industries. All this points to the only
possible solution of the problem; that
is, that we take the industries out of
the hands of their private owners and
make the ownership collective as well
as the work of production.

This is the central point of the
program of the Workers Party. This
is the aim and goal of the Commun-
ist movement. All its efforts and
energies are directed toward abolish-
ing the system of private ownership
of the great industries and replacing

i tablish a Workers and Farmers Gov-
. ernment which will express the rule of
• the exploited groups against the rule
• of the capitalist class.

From all the above will be seen that
, the platform on which the Workersr Party is asking the support of the

, workers this year deals with the fun-
j damental problem! of capitalist socie-

. ty. That in place of being a utopian
i scheme, as is so often charged by the
i opponents of Communism, all the

; facts of the existing system point to
[ the Communist program as offering

, the solution to the problem of capital-
. ist society.

I While the forces of economic evolu-
’ tion thus are on the side of the work-

- qrs, they will not win their victory
i by a fatalistic awaiting of the coming
• of the new social order thru the de-

velopment of the capitalist system it-
! self.

No privileged class in human so-
[ ciety has ever given up its privileged
position without using all the weapons

i at its command to maintain its spe-
i cial position. This will be true of the

• capitalist class as it has been true of
I other economic groups in the past.

The workers can only expect to win
i the struggle against capitalism if they
/organize their power and carry on a



Oil and International Politics
By LOUIS ZOOBOCK.

The imperialist powers of the world
have an oil policy. Oil has become
the great international issue of the
hour. Its importance is such that even
the “most solid political alliances” are
subordinate to it. There is no discus-
sion of a treaty among the great pow-
ers of the world today that can be un-
derstood without considering the pe-
troleum conditions of the territory af-
fected. World politics has become
the politics of oil. No move is made
on that chessboard where imperialist
diplomats disport themselves with the
fate of nations that is not tinctured
with oil.

The situation in the Near East is
saturated with oil. Oil rules the fate
of Mexico. Every revolution for the
last 30 years in Mexico has been in-
stigated by the large oil corporations
of the world. Oil made the United
States pay Colombia $25,000,000 repa-
ration for the loss of Panama. Oil
keeps the British in Messopotamia.
Oil ultimately makes frontiers, wars
and peace.

“The country which dominates by
means of oil,’' said Elliot Alves, head
of the British controlled oil fields
"will command at the same time the
commerce of the world. Armies, na
vies, money, even entire populations
will count as nothing as against the
lack of oil.’ Where does oil, then, de
rive this formidable power? What
has made it more precious, more pene-
trating and more influential than gold?

The Importance of Oil.
Until 1880 the United States was al-

most the only important producer of
oil. After 1880, Russia came into the
field. Mexican production began in
1901, but was of little consequence
until after 1910. Up to date the Unit-
ed States has produced about 70 per
cent of all the petroleum known to
have been produced in the world. At
present the United States produces
nearly two-thirds, and the United
States, Mexico and Russia are produc-
ing nine-tenhts of the whole of the
world’s annual production. Persia
has recently swung forward to fourth
place, and the Dutch-East-Indies hold
the fifth place.

For half a century oil was used pri-
mainly for illuminating purposes; its
use was confined to the lamp, and oc-
casionally the domestic stove. And
even in this modest sphere It had to
contend for mastery with gas and elec-
tricity. Between 1900 and 1910, the
invention of the gas motor and the
prodigious development of the auto-
mobile gave it a new lease of life. A
few years later a German engineer
named Diesel invented the internal
combustion engine for heavy oil.
Crude oil (mazut) when admitted to
the cylinder under high pressure,
forms an explosive mixture which,
without sparking-plug or magneto
drives the pistons precisely as in an
explosion motor; and since it comes
from a worthless by-product (mazut),
the Diesel engine can be operated
very cheaply.

The Diesel invention produced a
revolution in fuel. Oil, confined at
first to industries on land, began to
conquer the seas. The advantages of
the Diesel engine are enormous. With
this machine there is no longer any
need for boilers, and it takes up less
space than a steam engino of the same
power. A vessel fitted with a Diesel
engine can sail for 57 days without
re-fueling, while with a steam gngine
it could not sail for more than a fort-
night. Weight for weight, crude oil
furnishes 70 per cent more heat than
coal. It is less bulky; It is cheaper.
It is easily manipulated, for it flows
by itself into the machine, and per-
mits a marked economy in the engine
room personnel as well as quicker
changes in speed.

Admiral Lord Fisher drew attention
to the fact that on the Mauretania
tho adoption of oil fuel allowed the
reduction of the crew by 300 mon. Be-
sides, by giving more heat In propor
tloo to the bulk of fuel carriod, it en-
larges the cruising radius nearly 50
per cent, while making possible, at the

same time, a saving of 30 per cent in
bunker space.

This last mentioned fact is especi-
ally important for armored vessels.
As the ships gain considerably in light-
ness. it is possible to increase the
thickness of the armor plate and
thus equip the ships with more pow-
erful guns. Moreover, with oil fuel
fleets acquire an extreme mobility.
Half an hour after receiving the or-
der to raise steam tho -ship is ready
to start.

The imperialist governments under-
stood these advantages. Oil has been
introduced into battlehips. At pres-
ent, the British and American dread-
noughts, which keep millions of peo-
ple under subjection, burn nothing but
crude oil. And as for the merchant
marinfc, the most powerful companies
have equipped their steamers to use
liquid fuel an'd Diesel engines.

In a word, mazut is dethroning coal.
“The nation,” as one writer stated
“which controls this precious fuel will
see the wealth of the rest of the world
flowing toward it. The ships of other
nations will soon be unable to sail

plied their armies with oil. It sue
ceeded because it was able to guaran-
tee the co-operation of the Royal-
Dutch and the Standard Oil in the
cause of the Entente. “Thanks to the
Inter-Allied Conference,” as Henry
Berenger remarked, “never at any mo-
ment, have our soldiers lacked a drop
of this spirit which gives them the
necessary means of rapid movement
and of cornering and defeating the en-
emy.”

This time the military and political
importance of oil was apparent to
every eye. On the morrow of the Arm-
istice (November 21, 1918), it was
celebrated in enthusiastic speeches.
And Lord Curzon, the arch-imperialist,
was able to declare: “truly posterity
will say that the Allies floated.to vic-
tory on a wave of oil.”

The Struggle of the Great Powers.
Now, everybody knows that British

Imperialism rested upon a foundation
of coal. Thanks to the numerous coal-
ing stations which England had scat-
tered over all the steamer lanes of the
world, not a single ship, whether of
war or commerce, could move upon

is vanquished; but from the very
struggle which destroyed this rival, a
new one has arisen, twice as formid-
able as the first, because America adds
to her superiority in tonnage a quasi-
monopoly of the fuel which England
lacks. American oil in the furnaces
of great steamships—may not that be
the beginning of the downfall of the
British empire?

The British imperialists realized
this situation. They made up their
minds, and, having made. up their
minds, they began to act. By clever
twists, by silent scheming, by political,
commercial and diplomatic maneuver-
ing, they succeeded in acquiring al-
most all the oil reserves of the world.
Prospectors and representatives of
British high finance have scurried all
over the world, with full consent of
the government, in quest of new oil
deposits to conquer. The most im-
portant oil concerns engaged in active
exploitation, except the Standard,
were quickly assailed and conquered
by British capital. Under cover of
various commercial companies, the
Shell Transport, the Mexican Eagle,
the Burmah Oil, the Anglo-Persian
Oil, have added to their number since
the armistice the powerful trust of
Holland, the Royal-Dutch. Very clev-
erly the English have, at need known
how to associate themselves with Am-
erican firms by investing capital in
the U. S. And, as a result of
maneuvers, British companies atenow
in exclusive control of 95 per cent of
the futurue world production of oil.

The British government learned at
least one lesson from the recent war.
That is to say, that the nation which
controlled the oil industry controlled
commerce by sea, in view of the fact
that no coal burner can compete with
an oil-burning ship. Realizing this,
the imperialist government of Great
Britain is no longer content today to
encourage, favor, and defend its na-
tionals. Better than this, it makes
conquests or establishes protectorates
having as essential object the reserva-
tion exclusively for its nationals of
new oil-bearing territories, such as
Persia and Messopotamia. It is suf-
ficient to read the Treaty of Sevres to
see the underlying motive of British
negotiation^: the desire to monopolize
the oil of Asia, and the anxiety to
keep out the U. S.

The British oil policy is not uniform.
Sometimes, when it seems possible,
she gets possession of proved oil
fields. Sometimes, in the case of a
country which would hold its own,
she negotiates for an advantageous
share in the profits—this is what hap-
pened by the San Remo agreement,—
or she makes contracts ensuring abun-
dant supplies of the precious mineral
oil.

In general, when a state does not
fall in with her views quickly enough,
imperialist Britain does not recoil
from any means of pressure. This is
what led Admiral Degouy to write:
"as a corollary to well-known negotia-
tions with one of the richest coun-
tries in oil in the Near East, the Brit-
ish Admiralty has organized and main-
tained on the Danube a numerous flo-
tilla of gunboats and river monitors.”

All this brot the desired result. At
present there is not a single oil pro-
ducing country where the English
have not obtained a footing. At pres-
ent, England has oil stations at all
strategic points of the world. She
controls the Suez canal at both ends.
She has establishments at the Anti-
podes, in East and West Indies, on the
west coast of South America, on the
coast of Africa, and at the Azores, etc.
Even the Panama canal itself is ser-
iously menaced: The Royal-Dutch
Shell has a depot at one end of the
canal and another at the entrance to
the gulf.

As a result of this activity, other
nations, particularly the U. S. and
France, have found themselves out in
tho cold. The imperialMks of this
country without losing time began to
spread propaganda to make the Am-
erican people become more "oil
minded” than the oil men. Admiral

(Continued on page 11)

WORKERS ALL
By JAMES H. DOLSEN

“Dago,” “Hunky,” “Chink”—
Each of them, I think,
Aftep all are workingmen like me.
And the "nigger,” black,
Really does not lack
Heart and brains, as far as I can see.

Yellow, red, or brown,
May be sage or clown,
Just as white men may be bad or good.
English, German, French—

Put them in a trench,
They will fight as any Yankee would.

E’en that chosen one,
Dubbed a “Native Son,”
Is no better merely for the name.
Call a pig a pearl,
Or a thief an earl—
Yet the pig and thief are quite the same.

So let’s’ put aside
Prejudice and pride,
And as brothers all,
Whether it be that of race or birth;
Let us stand or fall
In the workers’ struggle for the earth.

without recourse to its stores of oil.
Should it create a merchant fleet, it
becomes at once mistress of ocean
trade. Now the nation which obtains
the world’s carrying trade takes toll
from all those whose goods it carries,
and so has abundant capital. New in-
dustries arise round its ports, its
banks become clearing houses for in-
ternational payments. At one stroke
the controlling center of the world’s
credit is displaced. This is what hap-
pened already in the eighteenth cen-
tury when, with the development of
British shipping, it passed from Am-
sterdam to London.”

The War and Oil.
The last war, which has just rav-

aged the world, proved the truth of
this statement. In 1017, Clemenceau
sent a despairing appeal to President
Wilson. This historic appeal, among
many other things, contained the fol-
lowing: “At the decisive moment of
the war, when the year 1918 will see
military operations of the first impor-
tance begun on the French front, the
French army must not be exposed for
a single moment to a scarcity of petrol
necessary for its motor-lorries, aero,
planes, and the .transport of its artil-
lery

“The safety of the allied nations is
in the balance. If tho Allies do not
wish to lose the war, then, at the mo-
ment of the great German offensive,
they must not let Franee lack the
petrol which is as necessary as blood
in the battles of tomorrow.”

In response to this appeal the allied
governments had Set up the Inter-Al
lied Petroleum Conferences which sup

the seas save by her grace. Her coal,
moreover, assured to her vessels a
cargo of outward-bound freight which
was certain to find sale in any land.
British steamers could always sail,
therefore, with full holds—a fortunate
circumstance which enabled them to
give lower return rates than the ships’
of any other country. And British in-
dustry benefited correspondingly by
this genuine advantage in the pur-
chase of raw materials abroad. This
was a great advantage in the cam
paigns for the conquest of interna-
tional markets. It may be said that
the whole commercial and industrial
prosperity of England, for a century
past, had rested on this heritage of
coal.

Rut from the moment that crudeoil
became available for use by steam
ships, dll this was susceptible of
change. England has produced no oil,
whereas the U. S. furnished some 70
per cent of the world’s supply. Luck-
ily for the English, America had no
merchant marine; but during the war
and immediately after, the U. S. con
structed one of the greatest merchant
fleets in the world. May not America,
then, possessing both ships and oil,
be tempted to wrest from Great Brit-
ain her century long role of mistress
of the sea?

One can only marvel at the irony
of fate and the fragility of empires
For four years England waged a bur-
densome war with tho prime object oi
destroying the German navy forever
At the cost of enormous losses she
gained her end. The only maritime
rival that Britain formerly had to fear
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LaFollette In Congress By Jay Lovestone

IN his twenty-five years at Washing-
ton, Robert M. has been

the outstanding figure in the fight for
but one measure which might be call-
ed a labor law in the strict sense of
the term. Except for the fight led
by him in behalf of the enactment
of the Seamans Law, Senator La-
Follette has not been directly con-
nected with any noteworthy labor
legislation.

It is true he voted for the Woman
Sufrage Amendment, the proposed
Child Labor Amendment, the estab-
lishment of the Department of Labor, j
and the eight-hour day for government j
employes. It is true he was against
the Ship "Subsidy Bill, the Esch-Cum-
mins Act, and the Fordney McCurn-
ber Tariff Bill. But these votes could
scarcely be interpreted as signs of
genuine progressivism, as evidence of
unrelenting hostility to the employing!
class interests. Many Republicans!
and Democrats have voted for and
against those measures precisely in
the same way as LaFollette did. Yet,
no one would on his account call these
congressmen and senators progress-
ives worthy of the support of the
workers and farmers. Many of those
who have voted for the Voman’s Suf-
frage Amendment or the Howell-Bark-
ley Bill for abolishing the Railroad
Labor Board are today ardent ad-
ocates of the election of Coolidge or
Davis.

Progressivism On Wane
If we analyze LaFollette’s attitude

towards such pressing questions in
Congress as the raising of revenue,
the regulation of business and the ta-
riff, wr e will find that the Wisconsin
Senator has not been fundamentally
antagonistic to the corporate interests
of the country and has consciously ex-
pressed and fought for the needs of
the middle and smaller capitalists as
against the encroachments of the big-
gests capitalist groups. At no time
has LaFollete spoken or worked for
the laborers as a class against the
employers exploiting them.

Then LaFollette’s insurgent group
in the House has even less cause to
speak of its being genuinely progress-
ive. We have seen that fheir leader,
John M. Nelson, now LaFollette's na-
tional campaign director, voted for the
conscription law. In the feeble effort
made to liberalize the rules of pro-
cedure in the House and in the half-
hearted attempts at shifting the bur-
den of honorous taxation from the
poor to the rich, the LaFollette pro-
gressives acted disgracefully.

When LaFollette first entered con-
gress he was a regular in every sense
of the word. His Senate radicalism,
whatever there has been of it, is on
the wane.

In such questions as the restriction
of immigration, the giving of more
power to our capitalist government to
control the movements of workers, or
in the matter of Japanese exclusion,
LaFollette has not taken a command-
ing position to stay the hands of the
exploiters in utilizing these occasions
to divide and weaken the workers.

Not Against Big Capitalists
In debating the various revenue

measures preparatory to America’s
entering the war Senator LaFollette
made it very plain in offering his
amendments that he did not relish
the idea of being considered a foe of
the business interests of the land.
Thus he declared, on February 28,
1917, in behalf of his own amendments
before the U. S. Senate. “These
amendments, embodying as they do a
complete scheme of raising revenue
without the tax on business and the
bond issue, should be voted on bloc.”

Continuing to assure the demo-
cratic defenders of the big capitalist
groups that he was not in fundamental
disagreement with them on the basic
issues, LaFollette further said: ‘lt
is in no spirit of partisanship that
I criticize the revenue bill now before
the senate but in. the hope and belief
that that majority is open to ar-
gument and will accept amendments
to the measure calculated to improve
it without encroaching upon any of

examination of the rates on sixty ar- i
tides in this law shows that on the
whole they were practically identical i
with the rates on the same articles in i
the Fordney-McCumber Act of 1922. i
Addressing the House of Represent-
atives on May 10th, 1890, in behalf of
the McKinley Bill, LaFollette said:

“Repeal the protective duties and :
you have stopped the looms, put out
the fires, stunted as with the hand i i
of death the busy industries of my j:
state. ...It is to preserve the mar- j
kets of this country to our own pro-1
ducers that we have kept the duties!
like a breastwork, high enough to pro-1
tect the man who is busy adding to!:
the -sum of its wealth from assault
from any foreign source.”

Then in a speech he delivered at
the Schlitz Park Theatre, Milwau-
kee, on September 20, 1900, LaFollette
justified the American declaration of

• war against Spain and the annexation
of conquered territory. He advocated

■ the use of American troops to put

■ down insurrection in the eastern hem-
• isphere and vigorously assailed all the

: critics of the administration. At that
! time LaFollette was making his first
race for governor. -

1 In denouncing the Bryan proposal
i to establish a stable government in

: the Philippines and then withdraw,
• LaFollette entered into the following

■ eulogy of American imperialism:
i "The market which the Philippines

will afford the U. S. while amounting
- to many millions annually, is unim-

the tenets, political or economic, of
the majority party." (C. Rec. p. 4489,
Feb., 28, 1917.)

In general, LaFollette represented
the interests of the small business
class and the small bankers on this
all-important questions of revenue-
raising. On August 18, 1917, for in-
stance, LaFolle.tte voted against a bill
to put a tax of one cei\t on checks,
drafts, etc. Senator Simmons, the
democratic expert, thus explained
the opposition to the proposal: “It is
stated and stated correctly that there
was a protest, I might say quite a

i general protest, on the part of the
! bankers against this tax, but this

I protest came <Vdefly and especially
from the smaller banks.”

Fair to Business
And on August 19, 1911 LaFollette,

in making a plea to the senate for
fairness to business, thundered
against the supreme court on the fol-

lowing grounds: “As the law now
! stands, as amended by the Supreme
Court, the Supreme Court may ex-
ercise a power over the business in-
terests of the country more despotic
than any. monarch of the civilized
world over his subjects.

“To one corporation it may give
approval that the combinations which
it has entered into in restraint of
trade' are reasonable. To another
corporation it may say that the com-
binations which it has entered are
unreasonable.”

Further strong interest in the wel-

in order to build up this industry. The
American Tin Plate Company, capi-
talized at more than fifty million dol-
lars, the Tin Plate Trust, a subsidiary
of the United States Steel Corpora-
tion, is a monument to LaFollette’s
progressivism on the tariff.

Then, when the Payne Aldrich Ta-
riff Bill was being considered, La-
Follette put up an aggressive fight to

j secure an amendment "to enable the
: mills now manufacturing print paper

jin Wisconsin to so adjust themselves
| with respect to the manufacure of

| paper not requiring spruce wood, that
i they could manufacture it economic-
! ally without changing the location of
those plants.”

LaFollette has always been a loyal
defender of the zinc interests in his
state. On June 16th, 1909, LaFollette
made a special plea to the senate to
lay a duty on zinc “based on the dif-
ference in the cost of production in
this country and Mexico .... a pro-
tective duty measuring the difference
between the cost of production in Mex-
ico and in Wisconsin and in Joplin as
well. . . .”

Votes for High Tariff.
Though LaFollette made a strong

plea for a higher duty on zinc than
that fixed by the house and a higher
duty than that submitted by the sen-
ate committee, he asked that he be
excused from voting because of his
own property interest in zinc. Several
years later appearing before the com-
mittee conducting hearings on the
Maintenance of a Lobby to Influence
Legislation, LaFollette made an in-
teresting confession explaining why
he refused to ote on the higher tariff
rates on zinc, and why he spoke for
it. He said in part:

“I own an • interest in some zinc
bearing lands in Southwestern Wis-
consin” I ought perhaps to say that
when the tariff on zinc was under con-
sideration, four years ago, I felt as
one of the Senators representing the
state of Wisconsin in which are lo-
cated about three counties producing
zinc and lead that it was my duty to
present to the senate the arguments
that it seemed to me should be made
from their standpoint. While my in-
terest in the matter was such that
1 wanted to be excused from voting
on the amendment relating to this
subject, I felt that those I represented
were entitled to have the argument
presented and so I made on the floor
of the senate what might be caUed
an argument to influence action upon
the question.” (Pages 190-191)

Scrutinizing the various votes on
the emergency tariff, (H. R. 15275 J
we find that the Wisconsin Senator
voted to change the tariff on wheat
from thirty to forty cents, for two
cents per pound on frozen meat, the
Smoot amendment for tariff on sugar
and molasses, a duty of eight cents
per pound on butter and substitutes,
and a tariff on condensed milk.*1 Mr
LaFollette is also recorded as voting
in favor of the passage of the bill as
a whole. True, these rates were not
as high as the ones he voted for in ths
McKinley Bill, yet LaFollette’s' Totes
indicate that he believes in a tariff to
protect the business interests ot the
country.

Progressive Group Shoddy
Senator LaFollette is noted lor his

ability to fillibuster. On several oo-
casions, in the Senate, LaFollette has
held up various measures by his abili-
ty to talk the proposals of his coF
legues of the opposition to death.

Last JuneLaFolletth had anopportun-
ity to prevent the Coolidge machine
from adjourning Congress without be-
ing forced to expose its unwillingness
and incompetency to meet the needs
and demands of the bankrupt farming ,
masses. But LaFollette refused to
exercise his flllibustering skill, which
in this instance would have struck a
damaging blow at the reactionaries.
Instead he voted for the resolution of
Senator Jones of Washington to ad-
journ, after making severalvain efforts
to secure a majority vote for his pro-
posal to stay in session a few weeks
longer.

In the consideration of the Tax Bill,
(Gontinued on page 10)

25 YEARS IN CONGRESS HAS PUT
BRAKES ON LaFOLLETTE BRAND OF

RADICALISM IN POLITICAL ARENA
IN a quarter of a century in Washington, LaFollette has identified

himself prominently as an aggressive advocate of only one direct
labor law—the Seamen’s Act.

The votes and speeches of the Wisconsin Mcses in the House and
Senate on such questions as taxation, tariff, and foreign policy, show
plainly that he. is not in fundamental opposition to the capitalist
interests.

LaFollette's congressional record convicts him of being only a de-
fender of the small and middle bankers, businessmen and manufac-
turers against the encroachments Os the biggest captains of finance
and industry.

LaFollette’s insurgent group has consistently refused to launch
spirited attacks on the reactionary strongholds. .In their surrender to
the old guard cn the question of liberalizing the rules in the House
and in their acceptance of the reactionary Longworth Tax Bill—both
in the session of Congress—the LaFollette lieutenants betrayed
their total lack of genuine progressivism.

Whatever little progressivism that LaFollette may have displayed
at one time or another in his past, is now steadily disappearing.

portant in contemplation of the value
which will result from the Philippines
as a point of distribution from which
American products can command
trade in the orient, f'rom that point
of vantage, with our harbors at Hon-
olulu and Tutuila, in • the Samoan
groups, for coaling, watering, and re-
pairing, we will be ready to conquer
our. rightful share of that great mar-
ket now opening for the world’s com-
merce. . . . Whatever ensues, under
Republican reconstruction of our plain
treaty rights we can legally and mo-
rally reserve unto ourselves perpetual
commercial advantages of priceless
value to our foreign trade from time
to time.”

Champions Capitalist Tariffs.
Though LaFollette is today attack- :

ing the Fordney-McCumber Tariff 1
Law as an iniquitous measure, he has
for many years been a high tariff ad-
vocate. It is true, the Wisconsin Moses
has of late been changing somewhat
his attitude on the question of high-
est tariff. Yet, on the whole his :
practice does not indicate a change,
even at so late a date as the consider- ;
ation of the Emergency Tariff in Feb- :
ruary, 1921.

In a speech delivered at St. Pan! on 1
October 9th, 1909, LaFollette put him- ;
self on record in this fashion: “I am 1
a protectionist.... I was a member of
the committee that made the McKin- '
ley Tariff Bill.” 1

Working in close co-operation with *
Dlngley and Payne, LaFollette as a 1
member of the Ways and Means Com- 1
mlttee in the Fifty-First Congress ad-
vocated a high tariff duty on tin plate

fare of the small manufacturer and
manufacturing group on the part of
LaFollette is displayed in the follow-
ing comment on his amendment to the
schedules on wool under considera-
tion in the action on the tariff meas-
ure before the senate on June 10,
1909:

“The great manufacturers have
their rights, which should be duly re-
garded. I would not disparage the
men who are manufacturing under
this wool schedule....

“The position on the carded wool
industry is such as to invite the earn-
est attention of congress. It is ttye
last branch of the wool industry which
is still accessible to the man with
moderate capital. With the Amer-
ican Woolen Company in control of
about sixty percent of the output of
American woolen cloth, and with the
independent manufacturers of worsted
cloth organizing into another combina-
tion, the carded wool industry, ac-
cords the only chance for the small
manufacturer."

Similar solicitousness in behalf of
the capitalist class was manifested by
LaFollette when he voted on October
10, 1921 to provide for free tolls, free
transit for American ships thru the
Panama Canal.

Was Reactionary In Congress
When LaFollette first entered Con-

gress, and during his six years as a
member of the House of Represent-
atives, he was a “regular” in every
senso of the word. LaFollette was a
member of the House Ways and
Means committee which framed the
McKinley Tariff Bill in 1890. An
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The Workers Party in the Elections
By JOSEPH MANLEY,

Campaign Manager, Workers Party.
The Workers Party occupies a his-

toric position in the present election
campaign. The Workers Party is the
only proletarian party that fights
against capitalism, represented by
Coolidge and Davis—and the left wing
of Wall Street, represented by LaFol-
lette.

The Workers Party fights against
the interests of this whole combina-
tion and stands for the interests of
the workers and exploited farmers.
Our immediate objective is therefore,
to draw into the struggle, the larg-
est possible section of the exploited
masses. Our various party units,
both in districts and locals, must be
mobilized as never before.

We must come thru this campaign
with thousands of new members, in-
creased confidence among the masses
and having brought them one step
nearer the proletarian r«"'olut.on. Our
problem is to organize a mighty ma-
chinery before we can accomplish the
various tasks that will be necessary
to the making of a successful elec-
tion campaign.

What the Federations Can Do.
In this machinery our federations,

being national in scope, occupy a fore-
most position. The federation papers,
thru campaign articles and news
items can issue special appeals and
give much aid to the campaign. The
federation papers can be useful in
reaching otherwise inaccessible plac-
es with our Communist brogram. The
Federations Executive Committees
should hold regular and frequent
meetings to discuss and execute the
work of the campaign.

The Federations Secretaries occu-
py a strategic position. They, by in-
terest and effort, can contribute much.

The district organizations, by prop-
er planning and by frequent and care-
ful consideration of the campaign

problems in their district can co-or-
dinate the work of the local units
and the district as a whole.

Duties of Local Units.
The local units of our party aro the

real basis of this political campaign.
Never before has our rank and file
had such a splendid opportunity for
general participation with a Commun-
ist program in a great political strug-
gle. Every member of a branch can
and must engage in this political cam-
paign to the fullest extent. The real
battle must be fought by them. The
burden of carrying out the campaign
fight is upon their shoulders.

The local campaign committee can
reach masses of workers with whom
no other party unit comes in contact.
Their objective is to strengthen the
political influence of the party and
spread the message of Communism.

Foster-Gitlow Meetings.
To crystallize the issue—to stimu-

late the campaign and to appear be-
fore the workers as a political party,
the Foster-Gitlow meetings must oc-
cupy extraordinary effort and inter-
est. The Foster-Gitlow meetings must
be viewed from an entirely different
angle than the regular mass meetings
held by our party. It must be remem-
bered that these meetings are of our
Presidential and Vice-Presidential
candidates. In great political strug-
gles in America, the candidates al-
ways give voice to the platform of
their party. Consequently, great poli-
tical significance must be attached to
these meetings. Masses, if intelli-
gently approached, can be attracted to
a political meeting in the midst of a
heated campaign. Special efforts
should be made to attract and reach
large masses of industrial workers
with the influence of these mtetings.

Get Signatures for Petitions.
Probably the real drudgery of the

campaign is that of securing petition
signatures and placing our party on
the ballot in the various states. This

is of fundamental Importance. It
must be successfully carried out—oth-
erwise we cannot function as a poli-
tical party in this campaign.

The Campaign Needs Money.
The raising of adequate finances is

of equal importance. The campaign
cannot be successfully conducted
without money. The vigorous solicita-
tion of campaign funds will add to
the strength of the party as a whole,
national, district and local.

The workers are now interested in
political questions. Special campaign
literature will carry our Communist
message to places hitherto not pene-
trated. This will increase the under-
standing of our party aims and cre-
ate for us a wider standing and pres-
tige. The same applies to our gener-
al party literature, which in this cam-
paign should be specially pushed. The
general party literature, if widely dis-
tributed, will help to clear up much(
of the confusion which now exists in
the minds of many, otherwise intelli-
gent workers, as to political ques-
tions.

It should be continuously pointed
out that we are the only political par-
ty that fights against capitalism. The
revolutionary workers, who are anxi-
ous to join in this fight, must be
drawn into our party. At all our
campaign meetings, special appeals
should be made for new members.

Spread The “DAILY WORKER.”
Hard as the election campaign may

be, it would be still harder if not for
our American Communist newspaper
—The DAILY WORKER. T.he special
campaign issues of the DAILY
WORKER should be widely distribut-
ed. They will make an appeal all
their own. The DAILY WORKER
must be placed where it can bring its
appeal to millions of American work-
ers in their own language.

A principle consideration in this
campaign is to reach large masses of
workers. This problem deserves spe-

cial attention from our local units.
Many are inclined to be content with
efforts that only reach that sympa-
thetic fringe always more or less
close to our pasty and that general-
ly accepts its leadership. We must
mobilize all of our sympathizers. Com-
mittees of sympathizers supporting
the candidacies of Comrade Foster
and Gitlow, and accepting our elec-
tion campaign program, must be or-
ganized.

The development of finance capital
and the trustification of industry in
America lead inevitably toward a po-
litical solution of the various indus-
trial problems confronting the Amer-
ican workers. Campaign propaganda
must emphasize the industrial prob-
lems and suggest the political solu-
tion which our party fights for. Our
immediate program must be stressed
when speaking and appealing to in-
dustrial workers.

Above all, this- campaign offers us
a tremendous opportunity to educate
the masses to the nfied for a real
fight against American imperialist
capitalism. It can now be made
clearer than ever before that the me-
chanical development of industry
with the consequent trustification pro-
moted by finance capital and protect-
ed by an ultra-capitalist state, make
the carrying out by the workers of
an international revolutionary pro-
gram the only escape. The class
struggle in America becomes ever
sharper. To be the vanguard of this
struggle is our role.

Our party must emerge from this
campaign with an increased revolu-
tionary spirit. Our militant election
campaign must drive home to work-
ers everywhere, at the grass roots qnd
in the mines, the burning necessity
for the organization of Soviets and
the establishment of the proletarian
dictatorship. We must answer Im-
perialist America with Soviet Amer-
ica.

Presidential Candidates By T, J. O’Flaherty

POLITICAL parties are judged by
the records of their leaders as

well as by their platforms.
The Republican Party as befits the

favorite political tool of the dominant
wing of American capitalism has nom-
inated as its candidates for president
and vice president of the United
States two notorious labor,hatersand
strikebreakers, one of them Calvin
Coolidge, having become a national
figure when he succeeded in breaking
the Boston Policemens’ Strike in 1919.
Whether he broke it or not he claimed
credit for it. There is no doubt but
his heart was in the right place fop
capitalism.

General Charles G. Dawes, or Hell
an’ Maria, as he is more popularly
known, has not a broken strike to his
credit, but he is the founder of an or-
ganization known as the Men
of the Constitution, the main object
of which was to protect scabs and
smash labor unions. The organization
started with a fanfare of trumpets and
much advertising but It was a miscar-
riage and the General takes pains now
to keep its name out of his vocabu-
lary. A fitting pair to represent the
Republican Party!

Then we have the leading candidate
on the Democratic ticket, an attorney
for the House of Morgan and for sev-
eral other big financial interests In-
cluding the Standard Oil Company.
Mr. Davis has spent his life in the
service of Big Business. He has been
employed at various times by big cor-
porations to figbt labor unions. And
when this fact was published after his
nomination he claimed that he de-
fended Mother Jones, organizer for
the United Mine Workers of America,
to show how impartial he was. But
facts contradicted him and the DAILY
WORKER is able to publish the story
of his connection with the prosecution
of Mother Jones and Several other
mine leaders 20 years ago. A typical
lackey of Big Business is John W.
Davis.

Charles W. Bryan, vice-presidential

candidate on the Democratic ticket is
a political accident. He was selected
to occupy the tail end of the Davis
bandwagon only because the Demo-
cratic strategists feared that his
brother William would bolt the ticket
unless the family was given a sop.
Charles W. is the bone thrown to the
so-called liberal Democrats. He will
do his master’s bidding and has no
record behind him that means any
thing one way or the other.

Robert Marion LaFollette has been
a political stormy petrel for decades.
While he oftentimes disagreed with
the Republican Party he stayed within
its folds and did not even follow
Roosevelt in 1912 when Terrible Teddy
threw the harpoon into Taft and
paved the way for Woodrow Wilson
to land in the White House. LaFol-
lette was the bosom friend of Boise
Penrose, the most reactionary man in
the Republican Party. His anti-war
attitude, mild tho it was, brot him into
disfavor with the plutes and it is this
incident In his career more than any-
thing else that has given him the
reputation of being a radical.

Burton K. Wheeler is an ambitious
lawyer whose sole claim to progres-
siveness is his refusal to join in
hounding radicals in Butte, Montana,
during the war. His prosecution of
Harry Daugherty before a senate in-
vestigating committee got him into
the limelight.

Even the so-called liberals among
the six prominent capitalist candi-
dates above named have never done
anything constructive in behalf of the
working class. They believe in the
capitalist system and want to pre-
serve it. They would clip its claws,
perhaps, and endeavor to make it omre
bearable, but overthrow it they would
not

Let us compare the records of the
capitalist candidates to those who
are carrying the Communist banner
in these elections, William Z. Foster
and Benjamin Gitlow.

Foster has been active in the revo-
lutionary and trade union movement

since he was twenty years old. Born
of working-class parents he was
obliged to go to work when ten years
old and has followed several occupa-
tions such as, type founder, steam en-
gineer, railroad brakeman and rail-
road conductor.

He joined the Socialist Tarty in
1900 and was expelled with the left
wing from that organization in the
State of Washington in 1909 by the
reactionary officialdoip. He joined
the Industrial Workers of the World,
went to Europe to study conditions
there and on his return announced his
conviction that the I. W. W. policy
of dual unionism was wrong.

Every step in Foster’s career was
directed by his desire to help the
working class. Having reached the
conclusion that dual unionism
strengthened the reactionary elements
in the labor unions and separated the
radicals from the masses, Foster
proceeded to organize the radicals for
effective work inside the trade unions.

In 1917 he was secretary of a com-
mitte that organized 200,000 packing
workers. After that he was secretary
of a committee that organized 250,000
steel workers and led a strike in
which 400,000 of Gary’s steel slaves
participated.

Comrade Foster has been to Russia
three times sippe J.he Soviet Republic
was established and has written sev-
eral books on labor topics.

Foster has devoted his energy, his
ability and his life to the interests of
the working class and the hatred
which the capitalists bear towards
him is a testimony to his fidelity to
the working-class movement.

Benjamin Gitlow has been an active
member of the trade union move-
ment since 1913. He is a member of
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers.
Gitlow joined the Socialist Party in
1910. In 1917 he was elected on an
anti-war program to the New York
legislature. He associated himself
with the left wing of the Socialist
Party and was co-editor with John
Reed of the Revolutionary Age in

1918-19.
He was arrested on November 8,

1919, and was the first in the United
States to be placed on trial as a Com-
munist. He served three years of the
ten year sentence imposed on him
and is now indicted on a criminal
syndicalism charge in the state of
Michigan.

The records of the two Communist
candidates speak louder than words.
While their capitalist opponents have
shown by their every act, that they
stand for the present robber system
that breeds wars and misery for the
masses, Foster and Gitlow are devot-
ing their lives to the task of throwing
the capitalists off the backs of the
workers, and to establishing a Work-
ers and Farmers government that will
begin to lay the foundation of a Com-
munist society.
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The Youth in the Elections barney mass

The young workers league
and its Junior Section have en-

tered the election campaign to sup-
port the Workers’ Party candidates
with its typical enthusiasm. The
ever growing army of the young pro-
letariat will hear of Foster and Git-
low thru the agitation the league will
conduct. Present indications show
that the youth gje becoming more
Interested in politics as a result of
the latest developments exemplified
by Tea Pot Dome, open shop cam-
paigns, etc. ... The contrast be-
tween the activities of the Y. W. L.
and the dead carcass the old Y. P. S.
L. becomes obvious when judging the
activity and influence of the two or-
ganizations.

Under the leadership of the Work-
ers’ Party and Young Workers’
League, the American youth will be
protected from the deadly effects of
the shallow petty-bourgeoisie philos-
ophy of the LaFollette sort. Getting
names for petitions, selling literature
is work fitting in with t*he qualifica-
tions of the league membership.
Young Workers advocating Commun-
ism makes adult workers react favor-
ably to our propaganda. The league
membership is already mobilizing its
forces for the coming campaign with
interest and determination. In the
school, as well as the shop, mill and
mine, support for the Communist
nominees will be solicitefi. The kin-
dergartens and playgrounds will re-
ceive their share of Communist propa-
ganda thru our Junior comrades. Mill
tant enthusiasm, stamina and energy
will be furnished by the Young Work-
ers League to develop this campaign
successfully. In this campaign the
Young Workers' League is afforded
for the first time an opportunity of
becoming active politically.

The open shop campaigns which
succeeded in reducing the pay of the
adult workers, created a swelling in
the ranks of youth labor. The lower-
ing of the living standard of the young
worker has made him a little more
politically conscious. The exposure
of the government scandals in Wash-
ington has made him more skeptical
of America’s boasted democracy and
less willing to lay down his life for it.
Listening to discussions in the pool
rooms, on street corners and other
places where the youth congregates,
one becomes convinced of this. This
presents a fertile field for propaganda
and the election campaign will be the
best medium for accomplishing it.

We must prevent the germs of re-
formism from being planted in the
minds of the youthful toilers. To con-
vince them that under capitalism they
will remain wage-slaves and experi-
ence its concomitant miserable ef-
fects, is our task. In proportion to
their own growing political enlighten-
ment, we must start the’ young work-
ers on the correct road to victory, and

make them relentless, uncompromis-
ing fighters for the Young Communist
International. .One of our chief slo-
gans in the election speeches should
call for a mass Young Workers’
League. We must show the young
workers that LaFollette upholds the
capitalist system and as this order of
society is robbing them of all appor-
tunity in life, LaFollette, too, is re-
sponsible for their present intolerable
condition.

While the Young Workers’ League
is busily engaged in furnishing politi-
cal direction to the working youth, the
disintegration of the stinking carcass
of the old Young People Socialist
League is proceeding. Only under the
leadership of the Young Workers’
League and Workers’ Party, which
says that the young workers form an
integral part of the working class, in
contradiction to the vulgar conception

is now engaging itself in this work
very strenuously. It is obvious that
young people can get signatures for
our petitions much better than the
adults. Each branch has elected its
campaign committee to co-operate
with the party's political groups.
When visiting the branches and see-
ing how seriously they take them-
selves to this work, one cannot help
but admit that" the youth is being in-
itiated in political activity. Each
branch is lining up the territories,
>which they will canvass for names.

Hearing young workers advocate
i Communism on the soap box, and

other meeting places, encourages and
■ brings confidence back to many
' weary adult workers. Being ap-

proached by a young boy or girl solic-
iting his name for the petitions of

i Communist nominees, creates a differ-
ent impression of the movement in

(Continued from Page 1.)
babies, altho he has been away many
years. But Tony drinks his share of
the mule, and parries .the good na-
tured crudities thrust his way by his
comrades with his twinkling inscrut-
able smile.

Valie, the youngest of the quintet,
has not yet learned to repress his
thots. "God, what a waste of good
drink! Not a woman around to kid
with. Let’s take a walk. Isn’t there
a woman in this town we can be bril-
liant with, until the effects of the
moon pass off?”

Valie’s honesty finally partially
breaks down the reserve of the min-
ers, and the talk centers dn sex. It is
for the same purpose as the intellec-
tual, high brow sex talk of the Green-
wich Villager, but it is more raw. The
men boast of hold-ups, of raping and
whores. They discuss the notorious
women of the town. They outdo each
other with tales of daring escapades
of perverts, of almost morbid incld-

THE NEW WAR
By OSKAR KANEHL.

Hate songs are raging thru the streets.
On wide places the patriot-mob is crying. *

For arms. War! And for new blood.
The president of republic is kingly behaving.

' Minister-braggarts are beating up for recruits.
Swordmen are cleatffeg their orden-buckles.
Hirelings are fattened.
Machine guns, hand grenades, soldiery %

Drills on peace-fanatical working people.
Power practices on faintness.
Takes prisoners. Besieges.
Storms. Marches in. Celebrates victories.
Shoots.
Freedom-fighters are dying at flight-trial.
Prophets are slain.
Offering blood is streaming.
Murderers have charter.
But—
Man is coming upon you.
One morning you will not awake.
The skull of your chieftain will shatter.
On the barrier of men.
The lances of his truest slave will split.
Your hell-heaven will be torn.
Across in two.
Stars are rising.

Transl. Paul Acel.

of the S. P. which endeavored to take
them out of the class-struggle and
manufacture toys for them, can the
American working youth abolish the
causes responsible for its aggravating
position.

The Young Workers’ League is par-
ticularly qualified to perform the es-
sential jimmie-higgins work in the
coming election campaign. To get the
maximum propaganda results will re-
quire much energy and effort. Who
can lay more legitimate claim to these
—than the revolutionary youth.
Speakers to address meetings, peti-
tions to be filled, selling literature and
thru agitation getting many young
workers on record favoring Commun-
ism, are some of the tasks to be ac-
complished by us. The membership

the eyes of the American worker. I
have heard it remarked many times,
“The Communist movement has more
active young people in it than any
other organization of its kind in the
country.”

The school room will hear the
names of Foster and Gitlow men-
tioned quite frequently this year. The
teachers will be unable to spread the
usual capitalist propaganda during the
time of these elections—without meet-
ing organized opposition from our
school nuclei. In the mock elections
to be held in the schools this year the
Communist candidates promises to get
many votes from the students. The
nature of this work is important. This
field falls directly under the jurisdic-
tion of the Young Workers League

The White Mule
ents which are variations of the sex
theme.

There is much in common to this
circle of workers—much that has
drawn them together on the grass be-
sides the bottle of white mule. Deep
in his heart each man has ideals, and
each knows the others have ideals.
Perhaps Kentucky Joe doesn’t want
to live in a "batch shack” with men
like himself—whom the civilized
world of the big citizens would call
"drunken roughnecks.” Perhaps Louis
fought in France because he still had
illusions of democracy. No doubt
Tony still thinks of his unfaithful wife
abroad. And Valie—is he to travel
the same road?

But there is a stronger passion
binding these men together. They
are the stuff of which revolutions are
made. Each one, on numerous oc-
casions, has demonstrated his fear-
lessness of the "boss” and of the sys-
tem of bosses. Each one has worked
from childhood in the bowels of the
earth. Each has gazed on the death

of a beloved comrade at the hands of
neglect caused by profit worship.
Each has seen his hopes for respect-
ability—for a decent living, dashed.
Each has taken part in the sacrifices
of the early struggles for the miners’
union, and each understands the
treachery of modern union official-
dom.

By gracing each others presence
they grant each other the accolade—

honorary degree that belongs only
to the revolutionary worker. Each
man has poured out his few pennies
to keep the movement going. Each
has passed thru the measles of de-
fiant individualism and 6f piqued iso-
lation. Now they support their work-
ing class daily, and slowly absorb the
tactics of revolutionary Communism.

But the group has given way too-
freely to the moonshine. Their voices
have been too loud for their own good.
The Ku Klux Klan divides the work-
ing-class, and Tony and Joe, Louis,
Gus and Charlie have dared to fight
the Klan. They-know each coward-

and we can say confidently that the
work will be well done.

Last but not least is our Junior Sec-
tion. They will also contribute their
share in the work. In the kindergar-
tens and playgrounds, thenames of Fos-
ter, Gitlow and Communism will often
be heard. The young comrades are
assisting in getting names for the
party’s petitions and they function
very aggressively. Coolidge, Davis,
LaFollette and other coteries of this
ilk, will have their dirty hides rip-
ped off, once the juniors get after
them. No party can boast of receiv-
ing this kind of support but only the
Workers’ Party of America. Side by
side with the Young Worker, and
Daily Worker, the Young Comrade,
official organ of the league’s Junior
section, will aim its editorial batter-
ies at the enemies. The “Young Com-
rade” will explain in its simplified
style to all the workers’ children, the
necessity of fighting for the Com-
munist standard bearers and joining
the Junior Section of the Young Work-
ers’ League.

The slogan of the league and its
Junior Section is "Line up the youth
and children for Communism in the
coming elections.” We have many ac-
complishments to our credit and now
we have the chance of chalking down
to our record another one. We can
demonstrate our capability in taking
equal responsibility of the campaign,
in proportion to our resources, by do-
ing the following tasks immediately:
(1) Getting petitions filled with
names to place our candidates in the
field. (2) Speaking on the soap box,
in front of the factories and in the
halls for our ticket. (3) Selling The
DAILY WORKER and other litera-
ture, wherever the workers gather.
(4) Take the election to the factory,
mill, mine and school room. The
style of the movement is to become
young Communist fighters.

The activity of the Workers’ Party
reflects itself in the Young Workers’
League. The league members are be-
coming acquainted more intimately
with American politics as a result of
their activity. The demand of the
party for practical Communist poli-
ticians will be suppled from the ma-
terial that is being developed by the
Young Workers’ League. Let us
make the following slogans resound
thruout the country and enlist the
healthy, lusty throats of the youthful
toilers in this country to help us make
ourselves heard:

Down with the exploiters of youth
and child labor.

Down with tne betrayers of the
workingclass of the LaFollette type.

Down with Coolidge, the strike-
breaker and Morgan’s man, Davis.

Rally to the support of Foster and’
Gitlow who represent the only means
that will do away once and for all with
youth and child labor and that is the
“Dictatorship of the Proletariat.” ’

ly atrocity of the Klan weakens that
organization of cut-throats. They
know that the sacrifice of a few in-
dividuals, shot in the back, solidifies
the union workers and works them
up to fighting pitch against the Amer-
ican Fascist!.

Now sixty red-faced men are crawl-
ing toward them, along the ditch in
the coal dust road, behind the tall
grass. Rifles point at them thru the
wire grass, sliding toward them like
silent serpents, with Maxim silencers
attached. The rifles draw closer and
closer. The beasts behind them close
in. There are a few silent shots. The
K. K. K. has paid its latest visit.

The one hundred percent Ameri-
cans have delayed fire until less than
ten feet from the group. They have
fired so close that the gun wadding
sinks into the hard fllesh of the revo-
lutionists along with the soft lead.
Blood again stains the ground of the
largest producing coal county in the
world.

It is crimson blood.



BRITISH AUTHOR ATTACKS
LABOR GOVERNMENT

ing and tho poverty so long as I can
remain honest. But let that pass.

“Here we are going thru the formal
phase—lip service to Socialism—and
being told ‘the rights of capitalists
will be guarded.’ This is textual—J.
R. M.’s own words. It must be con-
fessed that the position is unusual—-
office without power. In small ways
attempts, at mitigating misery are
made—housing, wages, education,
and unemployment. But—and it is a
big ‘but’—vast concessions have been
made to capitalist feeling in the

! government appointments. Ridiculous
j acceptance of feudal ceremonial is the
order of the day; kissing of hands,

j assumption of court dress, holding of

■ department ceremonial functions, the
; mingling in find yielding to functions
of society with’ the capital ‘S.’

“Tho ‘crabbing’ of those who stood
out—extremists they are called—-
whose appointment would have
aroused the former governing class—
Morel, Landsbury, Smillie. And
worst of all, where there would have
been no difficulty for the mere ad-
ministration machinery sufficed—tho
faling down before the permanent of
ficials. The head of the Rusisan Com-
jmisison is Gregory, a fanatical anti-
Russian of Curzon’s office. Whys
Consuls are named for appointment
in Russia, up by the premanent
officials, every man a former ‘White’
consul, and one at least nominated
for one of the important Consuls-
General, a man whose brutal, uncon-
trolled action against the Soviet gov-
ernment is known, as also his co-ag-
ents. I mention merely things I know
well. One can trace this capture of
the so-called Labor Ministers by
permanent officials in many quarters.

“Little wonder that I and many
others are sore. We can make every
allowance for the position they are
in; none for wh%t is base capitula-
tion.”

Ten-Second Quake.
COPENHAGEN, Aug. 28.—An earth-

quake lasting ten seconds was report-
ed from Reykjavik and Harnfjord, Ice-
land, followed by a tidal wave.

Four Dead in Explosion.
WARSAW, Aug. 28.—Four persons

■ were fatally injured and ten slightly
by the accidental explosion of a hand
grenade in a citadel fort today.

The following was written to the
Brisbane Daily Standard, Austral,
ian labor daily, by Professor W. T.
Goode, former correspondent of the
Manchester Guardian in Russia.—
Ed. Note.

* * »

MEN don’t matter; movements do.
But movements find their ex-

pression by men. And when the
mouthpiece is dirty, the expression
fails and the movement suffers. If it
were true (which I do not believe) j
that men make movements, then my j
conclusion above is even stronger. |
But great movements are the product j
of laws of energy and matter, only j
imperfectly comprehended. They j
throw up from time to time men as
their expressive organs. And it be-
hooves the organ of expression to be
clean—above everything. If he’s
clean he’ll be staunch, and staunch
to the principles he has to express.

“And, alas! Os how many it can
be said that they remain staunch?
You have Longuet, Uenaudel .and Co.
in France; Kaustky, Bedel Adler and
Company in Germany; Plekanhoff,
Martoff, Ichaikodsky, the Cadets, in
Russia; Gompers (! ! !) in U; S. A.;
John Burns, Barnes, J. H. Thomas,
Henderson, Hodges, a tribe of others,
even Ramsay MacDonald, in England;
all of whom have played, or are play-
ing the game of the enemy of the
workers. Many of them have made
a good thing out of it for themselves,
and the influence of that is wide-
spreading.

“A clean political life, a rigid adher-
ence to principles, a ceaseless activity
in the fight for the workers, the indis-
pensable requisites—where do you
find them? What does it matter if
you live and die, a pauper? The great
prophets, the world-shaking express-
ive voices, were poor, stoned, de-
famed. The modern would-be prophet
wants to live softly, dress finely, be
a society darling. And then the spec-
tacle, outlined by de Leon in ‘Pages
of Roman History' is repeated again
and again.

“This may sound like ‘pure rhodo-
montade.’ That it may sound is very
significant of the prevalent ideas in
the world of politics. But while with
you and in New Zealand I never
ceased preaching it. I can say quite
simply that for me I prefer the ston-

LA FOLLETTE IN CONGRESS
ing written by Richard Barry, in the
Hearst’s International for Aug. 1922:
“When early in the present Congress,
some insurgents declared they would
depose Penrose, from his Finance
Committee chairmanship, LaFollette
refused to join them. Penrose sought
out his colleague from Wisconsin and
expressed appreciation.” Penrose, who
is now dead, was one of the old guard
reactionary senators from Pennsylva-
nia. Mr. Carter Field writing in the
1924, said, apropos of LaFollette’s
New York Tribune of January 18th,
friendship with Penrose: “It was ‘Bob’
and ‘Boies’ when they met, and that
was not all. When LaFollette came
up for reelection it was Penrose who
hurried up to the hated Wall street
and brought back money to help re-
elect ‘Bob’ every time.”

Finally we call upon the Search-
light on Congress, an organ friendly
to LaFollette, to dispel any illusions
that may have been spread about the-
radicalism of the Wisconsin senator
among workingmen and poor farmers.
We quote from its issue of March
31st, 1924: .

“There may be some who look with
apprehension upon this strangely al-
tered situation because of their fear
that LaFollette may prove ultra rad-
ical. Let no one lose any sleep on
that score. LaFollette is not ultra-
radical. He is not even radical. On
the contrary, he is decidedly conserv-
ative.

"His record proves that. When
given authority, he slows up."

(Continued from page 3) i
before the last session of Congress ;
LaFollette’s progressives in the '
House, led in this debate by the Wis- i
consin Congressman Frear, joined i
forces with the reactionary Republi- I
can clique to vote for the multi-mil- 1
lionaife Longworth’s bill. In doing so, i
the progressives did not get a thing <
from the administration and sacrificed i
even the insignificant demands they i
themselves had made towards shifting i
the burden of taxation to the richest.

Perhaps the most disgraceful behav- :
ious of- LaFollette’s so called insur- I
gent group was shown in the disas- i
trous sally it made in behalf of liber-
alizing the rules of procedure in the i
House of Representatives. These pro- ]
gressives were in a position, thru ;
their power to obstruct, to win recog- <
nition for their demands. But the
progressive group refused to fight ef-
fectively. It surrendered to the reac-
tionaries by agreeing to a postpone-
ment of constructive action for thirty
days.

Progressivism Disappearing
Most of the legislation enacted in

Wisconsin is no longer considered rad-
ical. As we have seen, twenty-one
of the thirty-one planks that LaFol-
lette has presented to the Republican
convention, prior to the last one, are
now law. Competent political observ-
ers like William Hard, have declared
that LaFollette is growing less rad- i
ical with time. i

In this light it is interesting as well
as instructive to consider the follow* j

MANABENDRA NAT ROY
Leader of the Communist Party of India.

THE VIEWS OF OUR READERS ON
LIFE, LABOR, INDUSTRY, POLITICS

fc. . ■ . /

Letter from South America.
City of Pradera, Republic of Colom-

bia, Department of Valle del
Cauca, Province of Palmira,

July 20th, 1924.
To the DAILY WORKER: Friend-

liest greetings and wishes for many
triumphs in the great struggle begun
in your daily in favor of libertarian
progress. „

We who haVe been fighting for five
years now in behalf of the sublime
socialist ideas, are deeply pleased to
learn that there is born in that land'
of monstrous capitalistic octipi, an
intrepid standard bearer of freedom.

We assure you that in this land of
priests and lackeys, we are fighting
courageously and resolutely for the
pure socialist principles which have
to. lead us to the swelling army of
those of Communist doctrine, to which
all humanity must go if it does not
wish to become the slave of capitalism
and all its ridiculous allies.

In- this country we have not even
one district daily, hardly managing to
do more than spread leaflets for prop-
aganda. For this reason we wish to
establish correspondence with your
daily, with the real champion of the
proletariat.

Also we will inform you that in this
Departmento del Valle del Cauca, we
have obtained victories of great sig-
nificance for the cause of the prole-
tariat, and we reckon with a nucleus
of more than 12,000 adherents to the
socialist banner.

We trust that you will send us
some samples of your daily which we
desire to know better in order to
take some subscriptions.

I remain your faithful friend and
comrade,

MIGUEL A. QUINTERO,
Director of “El Tribuno,”

(Working class paper).

Wants Market Report.
To The DAILY WORKER:— You

ask what'the rural readers think
about the value of market reports in
the DAILY WORKER.

From the farmers’ point of view, he
usually looks for the market report

at intervals when the question comes
up as to what the market is.

The average farmer does not sell
on a high market and buy on a low
market, so to speak. But ha sells
when he can and buys when he can,
and he always accepts the market
that he is compelled to.

I think that a semi-weekly market
report or even a weekly market re-
port would serve that purpose well.
Many of the farmer readers are too
far away to rely upon the Chicago
market alone for this information.

The market reports as written con-
ceal much more than they reveal. If
they were written from the workers’
point of view, they should be as in-
teresting and educational for the city
worker as for the farmer and would
show how they are both gouged when
the farmer sells and when the con-
sumer buys. But such a report would
need to be written by a special writer
and cost considerable. Will the read-
ers give the price?

IRA LIEBRASSE,
Big Sandy, Mont.

To the DAILY WORKER: Enthus-
iasm is growing in the printing trade
over the Foster-Gitlow ticket.

In my previous letter to the DAILY
WORKER I said that a movement was
on foot to form a Park Row Branch
of the Workers Party. We have more
than three times the necessary names
now, all union members, who are for
Foster and Gitlow.

Enclosed find subscription for the
DAILY WORKER from a member of
the S. P. who said. "I believe the
Workers Party is right.” I have
three more subscriptions promised.

These new Foster-Gitlow-workers
comprise pressmen, sterotypers and
printers from the News, Times and
Journal besides binders, etc., from
commercial plants. May O'Brien,
New York, N. Y.

Greeks Have Blowout.
LONDON, Aug. 28.—Many persons

were reported killed and wounded by
an explosion in a Greek navaJ arsenal,
said a dispatch from Athens today.



(Continued from page 2)
Benson, speaking before the American
Petroleum Institute, remarked: “to
compete in the world markets with
our ships it is necessary to continue
the development of oil for the appli-
cation of fuel oil to our motive power.
It would be useless for us to try
to compete with our foreign compe-
titors by returning to coal." At the
same time, the geological survey, on
May 20, 1920, published statistical
memoranda in which it said:

“These countries (all other) con-
sume at present 2.000,000 barrels a
year; at this rate they have reserves
for 250 years. The U. S. consumes
400 million barrels a year; they have
only enough for eighteen years.”

Hypothetical statistics of this sort
are of course an abomination to the
prudent,—but they served the pur-
pose of the moment, which was to
arouse national emotions. The British
Navy, argued the imperialists of the
U. S., is sure of its supfftjes for oil
for a century or more, while the posi-
tion of the U. S. is such that it can
avoid war only at the price of indus-
trial servitude.

Accordingly, at the word of com-
mand from the U. S. government,
"draw more and more on the oil in
foreign countries,” the Standard sent
out prospectors all over the world.
But everywhere they ran up against
an unforseen obstacle. An American
prospector had the misfortune to ap-
pear on the shores of the Dead Sea
in October, 1919. Without hesitation
the British general who was governor
of Palestine arrested him. The same
thing happened in Messopotamia and
in many other places.

Everywhere in the world, except
possibly Canada, American capitalists
for two years found the "closed door.”
Generally they were -either completely
excluded from oil bearing concessions
in territory, the colonies, or even the
sphere of influence of Great Britain,
Japan and the Netherlands; or else
they were authorized to establish
themselves only under such conditions
that they would lose the effective con-
trol of their undertakings.

In face of this situation, the Senate,
on March 10, 1920, passed a resolu-
tion calling upon the President to fur
nish information as to the discrim-
inatory treatment of American oil in-
terests in other countries.

In reply information was given
showing that certain discriminating
and some exclusive practices did exist
in certain of these countries, to the
disadvantage of American interests
and efforts.

In the midst of this agitation, news
reached the U. S. that Prance and
England concluded the San-Remo
Agreement. By it the French govern-
ment voluntarily or no associated
itself with Great Britain in order to
drive out America from the Asiatic
centers of petroleum production and
delivered over to her the resources
which might be discoveed in the zones
of influence reserved for France. The
French government was so embar-
rassed about this agreement that for
three months it dared not publish it.

This news stirred up the Jealousies
of the American imperialists. A sharp
diplomatic controversy arose. The
secretaries of state, from Colby to
Hughes, dispatched one note after an-
other to the government of Great Brit
ain in which they aserted the princi-
ple of the “open door” and equal busi
ness opportunities for the dollar
Standard Oil, and the like.

In the years which have ensued, the
San Remo Agreement has not been
put into effect. In the end America
won her point. During the negotia-
tions which were conducted in Lon-
don at the end of July, 1922, the Am-
erican government has been given as
surances that American oil interests
will be given opportunities to partici-
pate insofar as# Great Britain and
Fr*ance are concerned in petroleuum
development of Messopotamia.

The oil diplomacy of the U. S. gov-
ernment is just as unscrupulous as
that of Great Britain. It seizes upon
any “principle” or "policy,” logical or

not, to fight for the interests of its
most powerful oil corporation. Com-
pare the American government’s
"principle” for Mexico with its "prin-
ciple” for Messopotamia. In either
case the policy is, indeed, conistent—
the policy of promoting American oil
interests, but the principles are
changed to suit the particular occa-
sion. The New York World very ably
characterized the diplomacy of Mr.
Hughes: "Show Mr. Hughes an oil
well and he will show you an oil pol-
icy.”

In the struggle between the U. S.
and England for oil, the part played
by France is by no means negligible.
France has never been an oil produc-
ing country. This is the reason why
she was forced to conclude the San
Remo Agreement by which she handed
over to the British capitalists an im-
portant opening in her colonies which
are still almost untouched. But will
France be satisfied to remain depen-
dent upon England?

Events prove that France is develop-
ing an oil appetite. Since the war,
she has tried desperately to get oil
lands, so far with poor results. She
concluded an oil agreement with Po-
land where 70 per cent of the capital
invested in the oil industry is French;
she is consolidating her investments
in Roumania; she is increasing her
interests in foreign oil companies; she
has made a policy to befriend Turkey.
She has furnished her officers to help
in training her armies, sold her air-
planes and sent engineers to assist in
building munition factories. In re-
turn France expects concesisons
whfch the Turks have to offer.

Oily Conference.
So strong did the influence of oil on

politics become, that most of the “in-
ternational conferences” went on the
rocks mainly because of oil intrigues.
The international conferences of 1922
and 1923 are successive proofs that
however much diplomats agree to sil-
ence oil, if they do not make peacq
without bribery, oil will not be kept
out al diplomacy.

The Genoa Conference will be re-
garded jy history, not so much as a
great fffort towards peace than as a
Conference of Oil. While the Soviet
delegates were discussing the great
principles of international morality
with the “official representatives” of
the powers, scandalous concession
hunting was going on behind the
scenes of the conference.

In the midst of this oily atmos-
phere, the hews dropped like a bomb-
shell that Krassin had signed a con-
tract conferring upon the Royal-Dutch
a monopoly of the oil in the Caucasus.

This news, tho false, caused a great
sensation. Standard Oil set its unofli
cial machinery in motion. It turned
naturally, to the French and Belgians
behind the backs of the British. Sim-
ultaneously in Paris and Brussels the
politicians were warned against his-
toric British greed. The delegates at
the Conference influenced by the oil
interests, could not agree on any
terms and the Conference broke up.

Soon after the Conference the oil in-
terests of the great powers formed
an "International Defense Committee”
and Royal-Dutch was induced to join
up with the little interets in one
united family for the common protec-
tion of all former oil proprietors in
Russia. The four points of this Inter
national Defense Committee, to which
the oil companies pledged themselves
in Paris on September 19, 1922, de-
serve to be recorded:

1. "That no member should ac-
quire directly or indirectly the con-
fiscated properties of other mem-
bers.

2. "That the working of oil lands
was only possible on the reinstate
ment or compensation of all parties
concerned.

S. “That no member should ac-
cept oil lands belonging to the Rus-
sian state as a private concession
without the sanction of all other
members.

4. "That negotiations with the
Soviet government should be eon
ducted in common and by represen
tatives unanimously elected.”

Oil and International Politics
These four points were soon broken

in spirit, if not in letter. A report
soon appeared in the press, that an
"independent” English firm purchased
30,000 tons of Russian kerosene. This
aroused the Shell group, the dictator
of the British oil markets, to aggres-
sive action. Immediately (April, 1923)
one of its subsidiaries, the Asiatic Pe-
troleum Company, closed a deal with
the Soviet government for 70,000
tons of kerosene with an option on
130,000 tons more.

The “Defense Committee” roiihdly
accused the Royal-Shell of bad faith.
It claimed that if the Royal-Dutch
Shell had joined in a general boycott
of Russian oil, the Soviet government
would have been compelled by “eco-
nomic pressure” to restore the oil
properties to their former owners, etc.
Passions ran high. The egotistical in-
terests of the former capitalist own
ers predominated over their common
interests. And it turned out that at
the Hague Conference, as at Genoa,
“the Standard Oil had helped to nul-
lify a conference for a petty and im-
permanent gain.”

The story repeated itself at thefol
lowing conferences supposedly called
by the great powers to settle the prob
lems arising from the last war. The;>
were all oily. At Genoa —we had the
question of Baku, at Lausanne—Mo-
sul. The cartoons in European news-
papers very aptly expressed popular
opinion of the conferences. In One
French paper appeared a sketch en-
titled “Les appetites.” Diplomats are
seated round a table in the center of
which lies a large "bidon” of oil, and

hovering over it three horny-fingered
hands labeled “Royal Dutch,” "Persian
Oil,” and “Standard Oil.” In another
paper is a picture: "Sur le lac of Lu-
sanne” (On the lake of Lusanne).
The lake is a lake of oil, a “bidon” of
petrol floating thereon and, above, the
flags of nations, France, England, Am-
erica, Turkey and Russia. L’Oeuvre
displayed a headline—“Europe for the
Europeans, and oil for the Amei>
cans.”

Thus we see that oil has become the
paramount factor in political econom-
ics of the imperialist governments.
Oil dominates the diplomacy of Eu-
rope and America. It has become per-
haps the chief struggle of interna-
tional rivalry. This struggle is no
longer, as many believe, a question
between commercial companies. It is
a question of the control of a product
“whose possession or lack can modify
the always unstable equilibrium of
nations.” to get this product, or to
keep it, the capitalist governments
are ready to bring into play all the
economic and military forces that they
possess.

In the past years, the history of
Mexico, Central America, Persia and
Messopotamia—proved this truth. In
the future, it is more than certain,
that the imperialist governments, in
their struggle for oil, will be follow-
ing their old cut-throat tactics. It te
enough to glance at an oil map of the
world in order to know where the
battles of the next war will be fought.
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Get a member for the Workers Party.
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MUSICIANS ATTENTION!
Cornetists, flutists, clarinetists, and other wind instruments,

also cellists and drummers

WANTED
By the Young Workers League Orchestra

Come and join the only revolutionary working class or-
chestra inr Chicago. Friday, 9p. m., 823 Kimball Hall Bldg.



CRditor's Note—War and imperial-
ism are important issues in this
campaign. The capitalist parties
are for it, we are against it. To-
gether with the Communist Interna-
tional we shall continue to expose
the bloody nature of imperialism,
and to call upon the workers to
fight capitalism to the finish. As
part of our campaign we herewith
publish the fifth section of the
Anti-War Manifesto issued by the
Communist International.

• * *

V.
IF we ask ourselves once more what
1 prevents the workers and peasants
even now from rising against the mil-
itarism which is crushing them, the
inevitable answer is—international
social democracy, the mensheviks, the
Second International and bureaucracy
of the Amsterdam Trade Union Fed-
eration. This is the chief lesson of
the imperialist war. Such are the de-
ductions from the events of the last
decade.

We, the workers organized in the
Communist International, declare this
to the whole world. We want to be
heard by the workers of all countries.
We want our voices to reach every
working man and working woman in
town and country. We want to sound
the revolutionary alarm in the hearts
of the oppressed, we want to tell
them the bourgeoisie is preparing a
new war, and the social democrats are
demoralizing you in order to betray
you.

Working men and women! Take
heed, think and take counsel am:>ng
yourselves. A few weeks ago in Vi-
enna, the leaders of the Amsterdam
Trade Union International discussed
with the leaders of the Second Inter-
national the question of the war peril.
The organization, which is headed by
Jouhaux, Grassmann, MacDonald,
Ebert, Noske, Vandervelde and Co.,
was compelled to concentrate its at-
tention on the question of war, only
because the war peril again confronts
us. And the whole world was given to
understand that these gentlemen
promised to make war on war by
every means at their disposal, includ-
ing the general strike. Will youreally
allow yourselves to be deceived by
this contemptible force in which the
same actors perform before you for
the second time the same treacherous
part? Do you not remember that at
the Basle International Congress in
1912, they made even more solemn
pledges than now not to shrink before
any means to prevent war, and that
very soon after this congress they
became the most ardent and trusted
supporters of the belligerent bour-
geoisie. In the post-war period they
served capitalism in the capacity of
Ministers or loyal members of parlia-
ment or patriotic trade-union leaders.
They have prevented and now prevent
even purely economic strikes. They
vote war credits. And after that, they
pledge themselves to make war on
war! Is it likely that Ramsay Mac-
Donald, who with the workers’ money
constructs tanks and aeroplanes at
the bidding of his bourgeoisie, will
call a strike as soon as the bour-
geoisie decides to set these aeroplane
tanks and cruisers into motion. Is it
likely that Vandervelde, who helped
his king to carry on the war and who
affixed his signature to the Versailles
Peace Treaty, will call upon the Bel-
gian workers to rise when the Belgian
bourgeoisie will deem it necessary to
plunge into war for the vindication of
the provisions of the Versailles
Treaty? Is it likely that Blum and
Jouhaux, the leaders of patriotic so-
cialism and trade-unionism in France,
who today are supporting the occupa-
tion of the Rhur, will call a general
strike tomorrow, if the French bour-
geoisie is compelled to maintain the
occupation by force of arms? The
murderer is still standing by his vic-
tim, his knife is still dripping with
his victim’s blood, and yet he is mak-
ing the solemn promise that he will
avenge the murder! Are there people
blind enuf and mad enuf to believe
him?

Workers and oppressed of the
world, take heed, look around you and

think. On the tenth anniversary of
the war, the social-democrats are or-
ganizing a travesty of a fight for
peace, a protest against the peril of
war, which will be nothing but a farce.
They want to divert your attention,
to lull you into security, so as to be
able to tie you hand and foot and
throw you to the moloch of militarism.
Do not believe them, expose them.
Confront them at every meeting with
the question: will they want to fight
against war, why do they vote war
credits and for the bourgeois govern-
ment, and why do they support the
capitalist state?

The experiences of the last ten
years must not be lost. During that
period we had occasion to watch pa-
cifists, both socialists and bourgeois,
in all parts of the world. There is
nothing to choose between them. Did

■ we not have the example of American
pacifists, who during the first part of
the war, shed pious tears »ver the
bloodthirsty evil doers of Europe, and
subsequently helped Wilson to deal the

| final blow at Europe, in order to en-
able capitalist America to get fat and
strong at its expense? Did not we see
the French pacifists, radicals and so-
cialists at work in the Masonic lodges
preaching the brotherhood of man,
and after August 4, 1924, preaching
the dismemberment of Germany.
Have we not had enuf of German so-
cialists like Kautsky, Hilferding and
others of that ilk who during peace
time are waiting for war with tears in
their eyes, and during war time are
hoping for peace. These cowards
even clutched at Wilson, just as they
are clutching now at the mildly im-
perialist notes of Ramsay MacDonald
who is practicing his pacifism on the
backs of the people of Germany. To-
gether with the French bourgeois pa-
cifist Herriot, MacDonald has re-intro-
duced Entente control over the dis-
armament of Germany, while continu-
ing at the same time to strengthen
and increase the armament of Great
Britain. Pacifists for peace during
peace time; but in war time they give
whole hearted support to their govern-
ments. On an inernational scale they
crawl before the strong and mighty
and help them to crush the weak. So-
cialist pacifists have been completely
demoralized by this decade of wars
and revolutionary convulsions. There
is nothing left of their former naivete.
Today they are sharp business men
closely connected with the ruling fl-'
nancial and military clique of every
country; they are deliberately using
pacifist phraseology for the deception
of simpletons.

Today the main pacifist field of ac-
tion is opposition to revolution, and
particularly to the Red Army. Pa-
cifists are against revolutionary vio-
lence, rebellions and civil war. But
the bourgeoisie is armed, and the
working class is not. By fighting .
against the arming of the workers, pa-
ciflstb support capitalist militarism,
and thereby pave the path for future
wars. All the more disgusting are
their references to humanity and cul-
ture. When pacifists are confronted
with the accusation that they sup-
port the militarism of their respective
bourgeoisie, they invariably refer to
the Red Army. They mean to infer
that the existence of the Red Army,
which was created by the workers of
Russia for defence against imperial-
ism, is a justification for the arfna-
ments of the capitalist states for the
purpose of annexations and for crush-
ing the revolution. Pacifists remained
silent when the armed force of
France, Great Birtain, the U. S. A.
and other countries occupied Odessa,
Murmansk, Archangel and Vladivo-
stok. But they were very indignant
over the violence of revolutionaries
against their oppressors. Today the
excuse of the pacifists is— that there
is no longer military intervention and
that one bourgeois state after the
other is compelled to recognize the
Soviet republic. But it would be fool-
ish indeed to imagine that the dan-
ger of war no longer exists for the
workers’ and peasants’ state. The
growth of Communist Parties consoli-
dates the International position of the
Soviet Union, but <yi the other hand,
it alarms and exasperates the imper-

ialists. If the revolutionary peril were
imminent, it would drive them into a
military intervention on a very large
scale.

Recently the German authorities,
exasperated by the Communist peril,
were ready to imperil the friendly re-
lations between Germany and the So-
viet republics. This is an augury of
further developments. Between the
capitalist world and the Soviet repub-
lic there can be only agreements, but
not reconciliation. Just as the gov-
ernment of MacDonald and Herriot
will have to make room at a given
moment for a more open and definite
reaction, the agreements of the capi-1
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Revolutionary Unionism vs. Weak-Kneed Reformism
A few remarks on the Congress of

the Red International of Labor Union
(Profintern.)

By MOISSAYE J. OLGIN.

THE “respectable" Philistines, bour-
geois by social position and bour-

geois by the grace of social reform-
ism, calls us Communists, Utopians,
dreamers. This is what 'the Russian
Philistines called the Russian revolu-
tionaries twenty years ago here, in
this estate of the tzars, in this “holy”
Moscow where most of the graves of
the one-time “respectable” and “prac-
tical realists’ (graves, physical and
political) are now rotting away in ig-
nominious oblivion. When you travel
the width of U.S.S.R. Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (It's about time
we knew what these initials mean)
and observe the new forms of free
proletarian life sprouting on virgin
revolutionary soil, you laugh deris-
ively at those clever ones who deem
to annihilate you by the bombshell
dreamer. But if you were to spend
two weeks at the Congress of the
Profintern (Red International of La-
bor Unions—R. I. L. U.) with its de-
tailed reports and masterly analysis
of the world trade union movement,
you would say that it is the “respec
table” social reformists of the Am
sterdam International who are thl
actual Utopians, whereas the move
ment represented here, in this Hall o'
Columns of the House of the Unions
is a movement of shrewd and circum
spect practiciens who study the so
cial forces of post war society, under-
stand the trend of history, know the
nature of the approaching enormous
conflicts, and prepare the working
masses for the role allotted to them
by the development and decay of cap
italism,—the inevitable and unavoid-
able struggle for power.

There, lazy acquiescence in imper-
ialist machinations; in most cases,
actual aid to the forces that are rob-
bing the working class of its subsis-
tence minimum and preparing a new
horrifying world catastrophe; at best,
a pious hope that oily “democracy”
will turn a cure-all for the “evils” of
society and lead us painlessly and
suavely, into the haven of socialism.
Here, a pitiless search for the truth,
a keen application of past experi-
ences to the solution of complicated
problems, a courages facing of conse-
quences, however difficult, a readiness
to fight in a world where nothing can
be gained without organized, consis-

- tent social warfare.
Who are the dreamers?
In certain respects the Profintern

congress, less numerous and less
sparkling than the great world con-
gress of the Communist International,
was even of a more fascinating na-
ture than the latter. Here was a
dealing with the everyday actualities
of the workingmen's life. Here was
felt the breath of that incessant strug-
gle which the industrial worker is
compelled to lead for his daily bread,
a struggle that is the daily bread of
the working class. There were
mostly men from the ranks of the la-
bor unions, men who went thru the
hell of shop work, strikes and lock-
outs for years and decades. Here the
question of the united front of labor
assumed a more vivid aspect than
even in the field of political struggle.
And the enemy, the immediate en-
emy of the working class,—the social
traitors who are often more danger-
ous to the workers because not so
.easily recognized and nojt so readily
guarded against, than the bourgeoisie
itself,—appeared here as something
tangible, something that stands every-
where between the worker and his
accession to power, it one may’say
so, here was felt more keenly the
odor of the earth. A practical appli-
cation of one of the principles formu-
lated by the Comintern congress, the
Profintern discussion were more ab-
sorbing in the same way as is every
application of a general principle to
the unending variety .of circum-
stances in practi?al life.

Here, as at the Comintern (pngress,
the correspondent is painfully aware
of the impossibility to give In an ar-

ticle an honest description of what
requires a book for its presentation.
It will, perhaps, be best to enumerate
the high lights of the congress.

An inquiry among many leading
delegates, Including members of the
presidium, seems to reveal a consen-
sus of opinion that the following
points were the most outstanding in
the work of the congress:

1. The question of unity with the
Amsterdam International;

2. The question of strike strategy;
3. The colonial problem.
Unity with the Amsterdam Interna-

tional would mean a combination of
all the forces of the working class in
one big organization. It would mean,
not only bringing the Russian trade
unions into line with the trade unions
of western Europe, but it would mean
a solidification of the industrial inter,
nationals (transport workers, miners,
etc.) which are affiliated with the Am-
sterdam International and which be-

; lutionary standpoint (Edo Fimmen,
the Dutch leader, some of the British
trade unionists), begin to fret under
the rule of pure and simple social re-
formism. The “rebellion” of these
leaders, weak and toothless as it may
be, is a reflection of deep fundamen-
tal changes taking place in the mood
of the large masses of the working
class. Outwardly all this enormous
molecular process expressed Itself in
an invitation extended by the Amster-
dam International to the Russian un-
ions (but not to the Profintern as a
whole) to join it on the basis of its
program and statutes.

The Profintern Congress, of which
tho Russian unionists were an impor-
tant part, had to take a stand. To go
or not to go to Amsterdam? How far
to go in concessions to the reform-
ists? On what basis to agree to join
Amsterdam? What shall be the fate
of the Profintern if the Russian un-
ions unite with the unions of the Am-

world labor movement was before the
Congress, may be considered the cru-
cial days of this big and colorful
gathering.

But the delegates assembled were
Communists, and they were under the
leadership and in close contact with
the master minds of the Comintern.
They had a few fundamental truths to

be guided by, and they finally
reached decisions which were ac-
cepted unanimously. The Profintern
wants unity. It declares its readiness
to establish unity. This is not a mere
maneuver as some fear, and even a
few friends, would like to intepret it.
The Profintern knows that in a world
where capitalism is becoming more
organized and more concentrated
every day, only an organized and con-
centrated labor movement can lead
the class-struggle both on a national
and international scale. The Profin-
tern has no reverence for this or that
form of existing organization. Con-
trary to the Amsterdamers, it does
not emphasize the “dignity” of its or-
ganization. It will sacrifice this so-
called dignity if the interests of the
working class and the revolution re-
quire it. The Profintern will make
the first move toward unity. But it
understands unity as meaning a con-
solidation of the working class forces
for the class-struggle against capital-
ism. It values unity only if it en-
hances the power of the proletariat
nd accelerates its revolutionary
lovement. It will not join under
onditions which would prevent the
evolutionary elements from conduci-
ng a vigorous class revolutionary
ropaganda among the working

masses.
On the other hand, it believes in

he revolutionary spirit of the masses,
t knows that, however misled and

befogged by reformed chieftains, the
workers will rally under the revolu-
tionary banner when approached by
determined class revolutionary lead-
ers. It is, therefore, not afraid to be
in the minority. Moreover, the Con-
gress, as a body of Communists, knew
that it is the duty of Communists to
seize every opportunity which would
open for them an approach to the
broad working masses. • Unity with
the Amsterdam International would
ofTer a large field for revolutionary
work among the masses. The Profin-"
tern, therefore, says to Amsterdam:
let us come together; let us unite the
world proletarian forces; but let us
do it for the class struggle; we, the
Red ones, will abide by majority de-
cisions as far as action is concerned,
but we demand the right of free criti-
cism and free propaganda of our opin-
ions; we are for proletarian de-
mocracy, and therefore let the world
proletariat itself, in Congress assem-
bled, decide upon the practical con-
ditions for unity.

The steps taken by the Profintern
and the Russian unions are known.
The Russian unions answered the
Amsterdam International with a pro-
posal to call a conference of an equal
number of representatives from each
side to discuss the problem of their
uniting with the Amsterdam Interna-
tional. The Profintern is gging to
write a letter (and by the time this
reaches America the letter will prob-
ably have been sent) to Amsterdam
with a proposal to discuss in a con-
ference of an equal number of repre-
sentatives the problem of calling an
International Unity Congress on the
basis of proportional representation.

Thus the question of a united front
in the union movement enters a new
phase. When this letter is printed
new developments will have taken
place. One thing must be empha-
sized, and this was expressed at the
Congress as resolutely and as un-
equivocally as possible. The Profin-
tern, and the Russian unions, will
never weaken their propaganda of
revolutionary class-struggle. The steps
towards unity on the part of the
Profintern and the Russian unions
are not a move to create a united
front from above inasmuch as the
unity campaign will be developed by
the revolutionary trade unionists, the

(Continued on page 7.)
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sterdam Internationals? What shall
be the fate of the International Propa-
ganda Committees (I. P. C.’s.) set up
by the Profintern to work among the
Industrial Internationalists? Will we

not weaken instead of strengthening
the world union movement? Shall the
Profintern mark the first step without
awaiting formal invitation from the
adversary? What effect would all
this have on the Communist move-
ment of the various countries?

There was heat in the discussion.
There was passion. There was a feel-
ing of historic responsibility which
made many a heart throb with anx-
iety. There was a feverish scrutiny
of all the circumstances. The nature of
reformism as such, the nature of the
left wing, the present galvanization
of reformism which makes it appear
to be passing thru a period of re-
vival, the situation of the union move-
ment in every country, the particular
situation in Great Britain under the
“labor” regime of MacDonald, the gen-
eral trend of the class-struggle In the
world, the prospects of the revolution,
—all this passed review before the
mind of the delegates who faced, and
were fully aware that they faced, a
problem such as is seldom put before
a body of revolutionaries. Those days
when the question of unity of the

gin to play a role in the labor move-
ment of the world. There is no need
of dilating the importance of
bringing all working class forces to-
gether, over the enormous vistas
which this would open before thd
world proletariat. There is, however,
one little point which has to be con-
sidered in relation with such pros-
pects, and that is, “What for should
this unity be achieved? What is the
use to be made of this consolidation
of the world proletarian forces?” The
gentlemen from Amsterdam, at their
Vienna congress of this summer,
made it clear that they would like
to have the Russian unions join their
International on the basis of its con-
stitution and statutes, i.e. they would
like to see the Russian unions as
tame, as devoid of the class spirit, as
willingly collaborating with the bour-
geoisie and as inactive in the class
struggle as those “respectable” union

jbureaucrats have made the organiza-
tions under their guidance. This is a

! prospect unacceptable to the Profin-
! tern, and there would have been no
need of discussing the problem of
unity with the reformists if not for
the Amsterdam left wing. The Vi-
enna congress manifested that there
is no unity in Amsterdam itself. There
is a left wing which, tho timid and
muddle-headed and far from a revo-
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A Communist Viow of Politico! Action By Alexander Biudman

WHAT I am going to say in this
article will sound perhaps a lit-

tle too elementary. It may even ap-
pear as a re-statement of some of the
A B C of Communism. But, then, why
not? The elements of Communism
are its fundamentals, its basic prin-
ciples and final aims. And if there is
ever a time when Communists must
have their eyes fixed steadily on their
final aims, it is the time when they
are engaged in immediate, so-called
practical activities.

One might lay down (Lenin did that
a number of times) the following tac-
tical directive: The more immediate
and practical our tasks the more ur-
gent is the need for keeping before
our eyes the final aim of Communism.
Why? Because our immediate activi-
ties, our struggles for partial demands
of the workers, assume a revolution-
ary character only inasmuch as they
are conducted with a view to our final
aims. In other words, a policy is cor-
rect only if it prepares the workers
and our own party for the last strug-
gle for power. And it is from this
angle that I am going to discuss po-
litical action and the present presi-
dential campaign.
Do We Accept Capitalist Democracy?

By participating in an election cam-
paign, do we or do we not recognize
and accept capitalist democracy?

Such questions are still being asked
and they have got to be answered
The people that ask such questions
are, as a rule, workingmen, former
members of political parties, who
have become disillusioned and even
disgusted with political parties and
polUics as a whole.

They say: Politics is the game of
the bourgeoisie. The latter, thru its
press, pulpit, schools, theaters, movies,
etc., is assidiously cultivating in the
minds of the masses the belief in
politics as the only legitimate means
for the adjustment of “social griev-
ances.” But the rules of the political
game have been made by the bour-
geoisie and no matter how well the
workers may play this game, they are
always bound to lose.

Thus runs the argument against
politics and political action. It can
all be reduced to the single idea that

,by participating in politics one ac-
cepts the existing political order of
the bourgeoisie.

Is it really so?
Well, there are all kinds of politics;

that is, there are many ways in which
the American workers of today parti-
cipate in politics. There are working-
men and women who take part in
politics thru the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties. This is one kind of
politics about which there cannot be
the least doubt that it is a game
played in the interests of the capital-
ists and against the workers. This
sort of politics is no good and the
sooner the workers break with it the-
better.

Then there are workers that par-
ticipate in politics as union men, as
members of labor organizations. This
is already a better sort of politics,
better, that is, than participating in
politics thru the political parties of
the capitalists. However, it all de-
pends upon how the thing is being
done.

Here, for instance, is Gompers. He
stands for the idea that organized la-
bor must participate in politics for the
purpose of punishing its friends and
rewarding its enemies. Which sounds
pretty nice. It looks almost as if
Gompers favors the participation of
labor in politics for the purpose of
promoting the interests of labor.

But it isn't so. Gompers has no con-
cern with labor as a class. Gompers
rejects the class-struggle. He opposes
the formation of a political party of
labor or any other action that would
lead to a struggle between capital and
labor along class lines. Gompers’ po-
litics are just as bad (if not worse)
as those of the democratic and repub-
lican politicians. He who follows the
lead of Gompers is following the lead
of the capitalists.

Then there is the C. P. P. A., whose
politics is practically the same as

Gompers’ except that the former vac
the first to unite with ' the middle
classes thru LaFollette in the coming
presidential elections. Large numbers
of workers tfill be taking part in poli-
tics thru the C. P. P. A. and the La-
Follette movement. Which, of course
does not alter the fact that the politics
of the C. P. P. A. is petty-bourgeoisie
politics, substantially of a capitalist
nature, which means bad politics for
the working class.

Now, to return to the argument
against politics in general, one might
safely say this: If there were no
other kinds of politics possible for the
workers to engage in but the ones
outlined above, one would be compel-
led to conclude that there is no way
in which the workers can with profit
to themselves engage in political ac-
tion. Which would mean nothing
more nor less than accepting the idea
that the class struggle is impossible.

The Class Struggle Is a Political
Struggle.

This is A B C, therefore, it must
be taken as our starting point. He
who accepts the class struggle for the
abolition of capitalism, must also ac-
cept the idea of political action.

Why? Because you cannot start
abolishing capitalism before you have
destroyed the ruling power of the
bourgeoisie and established in its
place the ruling power of the working
class. Therefore, the aims of the class
struggle becomes the seizure of po-
litical power by the working class and
the establishment of the proletarian
dictatorship. In other words, the class
struggle is a struggle for political

power by the oppressed class against
the ruling class.

Now, if this is true, then it follows
that to deny the political struggle is
the same thing as denying the class
struggle. For there can be no class
struggle, no real struggle against cap
italism, other than a struggle against
the capitalist state, against the rule
of the bourgeoisie and for the rule of
the working class.

Political Struggle and Election
Campaigns.

This much will undoubtedly be ac-
cepted as true by every member of
the working class who hates capital-
ism and believes in the Social Revolu-
tion. The argument that may be made
will be directed not against the politi-
cal struggle but against the participa-
tion in election campaigns, the main
argument being this:

You cannot abolish capitalism by
means of the ballot box.

Perfectly correct. Capitalism will be
abolished only after the machinery of
the capitalist state has been totally
destroyed and a proletarian state
erected in its place. But what of it?
Merely this that the workers must be
educated, organized and trained for
the great battles that will result in
the seizure of power by the workers.
How? By utilizing every possible op-
portunity for unmasking the sham of
capitalist democracy, for winning the
masses over to the cause of Com-
munism, and for organizing the ad-
vanced sections of the working class
into the ranks of the Communist
Party.

The only question to be considered
is: Do election campaigns offer op-

portunities for this kind of work? We
say, yes. In time of election cam-
paigns the masses are more interested
in politics than at any other time,
which means that they will listen to
us more readily and intently than they
might otherwise.

And further. Election campaigns
are political campaigns. This is true
in the that various groups and •
classes enter the open field of strug-
gle to secure political power for the
promotion of their respective inter-
ests. Because of this fact, election
campaigns offer, as a rule, a very ef-
fective means for showing the work-
ers the class-nature of capitalism and
the workings of its ruling machinery.
In short, we participate in election
campaigns for the purpose of develop-
ing the classconsciousness of the work-
ers, organizing them into a political
party of their own, and training them
for direct political struggles against
the capitalist state.

For us the political struggle is a
much bigger thing than election cam-
paigns. The latter we consider merely
one of the phases and forms of the
political struggle of the workers. We
know that the day will come when the
center of gravity of the political strug-
gle will lie not inside but outside of
the organs of the capitalist state.
And for this day we have got to pre-
pare.

But we also say this: that when we
participate as Communists in election
campaigns we are thereby building
the armyfand preparing the weapons
for the last mighty struggle for power
that will overthrow capitalism and

1 establish the rule of the working class.

Pittsburgh The Black City
By JOHN LASSEN.

IT is late Saturday afternoon as I
arrive hefre from Cleveland. How

black this city is! I alight from the
train and find myself confronted by
a gigantic mountain.

Twenty paces away from the teem-
ing, colorful streets tall smoke stacks
rear their heads heavenward, vomit-
ing dense clouds of smoke.

I proceed. Swarms of workmen
wend their way homeward. Black
are the faces, hands and clothes of
these people of the black city.

* * «

I see a sign: Public Bath. I am
heading in its direction. It is Satur-
day afternoon. These black people
are eager to be clean in the black
city. We stand in long queues. When
will my turn come?

At last, I am next. My number is
called out. I take the shower. The
hot water is giving out. People be-
hind the shower railings are shout-
ing: “Hot Water! Hot Water!”

But it seems so futile. The dirt
saturates the human pores. It pene-
trates the skin and forms a thick
crust. Neither hot water nor soap
can do anything with it. People
simply turn black.

"Hurry up!” calls the colored at-
tendant. There are many more peo-
ple in line.

• • •

By the time I reach the street again
it is pitch dark. Deep shadows fall
over the streets. Darkly and grimly
frowns the mountainside upon the
city.

Then, 10, I behold a long moving
streak along the highway. A long
white streak in the intense blackness.
My eyes keep on staring. It is a long
white streak creeping on and on.
They look like white clouds. A blotch
of white in the great blackness. It
is the Ku Klux Klan. A fiery cross
will blaze atop the mountain height.

* * •

I cross a trestle, the black soot
fairly crackling under my feet. Even
the earth crackles. My heart is pal-
pitating. I wonder what is in store
for me in this black city? I recall a
debate I had with a fellow worker in
Cleveland.

He has been in America sixteen
years but speaks English very

brokenly.
“How does it come you know so lit-

tle English?” I had ventured to ask
him.

" ’Cause I am a Magyar.”
“Surely you don’t intend returning

to Horthy’s Hungary?”
“Os course not. .

. . but I don't
like English, and I don’t like the Am-
ericans.”

“And why not? Did anyone hurt
you?"

"I just don’t like them ’cause they
don't like me.”

"That isn’t so. Why, there is no
one more tolerant than an American.
So far I have received nothing but
kindness from them.”
....He shook his head skeptic-

ally.
Is it possible that he Vas right?

And is there nothing but soot and
filth in this city. . . . and the Ku
Klux Klan? Can this be the real
America?

• • • •

I wander down to the river bank.
I sit down and gaze at the strange,
mysterious city. It is 'twilight. Giant
smoke clouds seem to smother the
city in mist. The air grows moist.

Directly behind me the smoke
stack of the Schonberger Works pour
out their black hearts. I sit at th«
edge of the water.

Presently a lad—certainly not over
18—approaches. He sits down besidt
me.

We sit in silence for a while, mutely
gazing at the rushing stream.

Suddenly he speaks, nodding his
head toward the mill:

"Are you on the night shift?”
"No. I just landed in town and

don’t expect to look for anything be-
fore the day after tomorrow. But I
may take a temporary Job tomorrow.”

"Have you been long in this coun-
try?"

“Only fourteen months.”
“Oh, that’ll make it hard for you.”
I ask him where he works and what

sort of work he does.
He, in turn, inquires about life in

the ‘old country,’ and is greatly as-
tonished when I tell him that over
there people figure in billions and
that misery is far more rampant than
here.

He wears a black working suit. His
hands are rough from the soot; his

face, too, is saturated with coal dust.
He tells me that he works ten hours

a day as watchman. He works hard
for little pay. "But such is life,” he
adds philosophically.

The sun is having a glorious bat-
tle with the oncoming night, coal dust
and the fog. Its gory disc is weirdly
reflected in the river’s mirror and for
a while lends a crimson hue to the
overwhelming blackness.

“I’ve got to get back,” says the boy,
thrusting his hands into black pock-
ets. “Where are you going to put up
for the night.

"Oh, I’ll manage somehow."
"Too bad you can’t stay with me.

I’d like to have you. There are two
of us in one bed already ....But
here” ....and he began fumbling
in his pockets . . . .’take this. Sorry
that I can’t give you more.

He holds out a crumpled dollar bill
to me. The sun has vanished. The
blackness is deeper than ever. But
the heart of this lad seems to shine
far into the black night.

“But I don’t need it,” I protest. "I
have more than enuf to pay for sleep-
ing quarters.”

He is equally insistent. “You must
accept it. I’m happy to let you have
it.”

And seeing my stubborn remon-
strance, he forcibly sticks the dollar
into my pocket and scrambles to his
feet, saying: “You’ll repay it some
day: If not to me, to some one else.”

The lad is trudging across the hill,
back to his toil in the mill.

On all sides blazing electric signs
proclaim the triumph of publicity.
The power’of words defies the hea-
ven.

“Westinghouse Electric Co.” “Heinz
Pickles” and, deep in the heart of
the city, the "William Penn Hotel”
tell their respective tales in the air
. . . while I make no effort to stem
the flow of tears .... in the black
city.

Ye workers of the world, awake!
No longer be despoiled.

The product of your labor, TAKE!
Too long a> slaves, you've toiled!

Ye workers of the world, must wield
ALL POWER IN YOUR HANDS!

VOTE FOR YOUR CLASS AND
NEVER YIELD!

REDS SHALL POSSESS ALL
LANDS!

I. D. McFADOEN.



Trade Unions and the Elections
By EARL R. BROWDER

SAMUEL Gompers and his rubber-
stamp Executive Council of the

A. F. of L. have joined with the rail-
road unions in the Conference for
Progressive Political Action and the
Socialist Party, in endorsing the per-
sonal campaign of Robert LaFollette
for president of the United States.
The Workers Party has nominated
William Z. Foster, with the endorse-
ment of the Farmer-Labor national
committee elected at the St. Paul con-
vention. So far as the trade unions
are concerned, this will be the line
of struggle in the presidential cam-
paign—Foster versus LaFollette.

* * *

For more than 40 years the trade
unions have been ruled by the Gom-
pers policy of “rewarding friends and
punishing enemies,” after they had
been selected by the capitalist parties.
The Socialist Party was the tradition-
al minority advocate of independent
working class action. The C. P. P.
A. arose from among the labor bu-
reaucrats who, while not differing es-
sentially from Gompers, had been
suppressed by him, and adopted a
hybrid program of throwing labor in-
fluence into the selection of the capi-
talist candidates on the Gompers
formula, rather than simply choosing
between them after selection.

Now, these three groups that influ-
ence the unions have been united
(more or less) under the leadership
of the middle class LaFollette. But
all three proclaim that their policies
are unchanged. The truth is that all
have changed, reflecting the rapidly
changing world in which they oper-
ate, but their minds have petrified.
The unions face an entirely new sit-
uation, and because all three groups
under consideration are living in the
past, they find themselves (without
changing their minds) thrown into
the same political* bed together. La
Follette, the representative of small
capital, claims and secures their al-
legiance as the logical leader of those
who fear the present and long for
the good old days. The slogan “Back
to 1776” is suflicient to unite LaFol-
lette, Gompers, Spreckles, Rawleigh,
Johnston, Stone, Hillquit, Berger, and
Debs.

• * * ■
Is this the beginning of a new par-

ty? Will a ‘third party” be formed,
as the Socialists pray, after the elec-
tion? While this cannot be answered
categorically “yes” or “no,” all signs
indicate that a new party will not" be
formed by those now in control unless
and until the “LaFollette movement”
has been thoroly purged of all "class
elements” and has repudiated all
thought of a basic change in the cap-
italist system. This means that no

et and many similar incidents).
* * *

The LaFollette campaign brings not
the slightest expression to the rising
class-consciousness within the trade
unions. The organizations are, most
of them, thru, their officials, pledged
to support of LaFollette, but that fact
is not going to abolish the class strug-
gle. It is going to throw the class
struggle, instead, right into the un-
ion halls. That is what is going on

new party is possible out of this <
movement except a "liberal” capital-
ist party, unless it comes thru an up-
heaval in the unions resulting in a
mass split away from the LaFollette
movement.

i

This statement is borne out by in- <
numerable facts. The trade unions 1
are relegated to the position of aux- i
iliary “supporting committees.” In- i
dividual leaders and groups are unit- i
ed behind LaFollette and at the same i

B. & 0. plan of collaboration with the
management. The election is a part
of and involves all the basic issues
of the labor/movement, and is inti-
mately connected to every trade and
industrial question with which the un-
ions are struggling. On wage ques-
tions it is the struggle for higher wag-
es as against arbitration. The gener-
alized formula for the whole intra-
union battle is class struggle versus
class collaboration.

* * •

Thus it Should be clear to every
Communist and to every revolution-
ary worker who stands for the prin-
ciple of the class struggle that the
presidential campaign offers a won-
derful opportunity. It is an opportun-
ity to clarify the minds of the rank
and file upon the deep'issues that di-
vide the whole labor movement. It
shows up the reactionary officialdom
as part and parcel of the corrupt po-
litical machinery of the class enemies
of the workers. It offers a forum be-
fore masses of workers for the revolu-
tionary position to be stated in terms
which cannot be misunderstood. The
very thing which the conscious and
unconscious agents of the petty bour-
geoisie look upon as their main
strength— the united front from
Hearst to Debs against the Commun-
ists—acts as a powerful shock to the
workers and forces them to think, to
open the questions of policy and the
class issue for consideration, and to
listen to the revolutionaries.

The duty of each revolutionary
worker is as clear and as important
as his opportunity is great. In every
local union, in all central labor coun-
cils and district bodies, in every meet-
ing where workers gather to consider
their problems, the banner of the
class struggle must be raised, the is-
sues must be stated, the presidential
campaign must be shown to the work-
ers as the great class struggle—the
battle against the bourgeoisie, large
and small, and all its agents within
the labor movement. It must be con-
nected up directly with the left wing
program of amalgamation, organiza-
tion of the unorganized, the building
of a mass Labor Party, fight against
the B. & O. plan and similar “com-
pany union” schemes, the struggle
against wage cuts and lengthening of
hours.

Political issues and campaigns are
merely the concentrated and general-
ized issues arising from the indus-
trial struggle, from the efforts of the
proletariat to free itself from wage
slavery and exploitation and the men-
tal bondage of capitalism. In the
United States from now until Novem-
ber, the dominant issue of the class
struggle is symbolized and concen-
trated upon the issue—Foster or La
Follette!
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By Rudolph Schlichter

now in the local union meetings
where the issue of Foster versus La
Follette is being debated.

The struggle of ideas within the un-
ions, between the ideas of the middle
class and those of the revolutionary
workers, for the possession of the
minds of the membership, was inevi-
table. Foster versus LaFollette is
only another side of the fundamental
problem that, in the railroad shop un-
ions, for example, is expressed in the
struggle of amalgamation versus the

time in closest unity with “regulars”
on the republican and democratic
tickets who energetically support
Coolidge and Davis (Wheeler support-
ing Walsh in Montana, union lead-
ers supporting Small in Illinois, etc.).
The LaFollette movement is bitterly
hostile to organized Farmer-Labor
parties in the various states and even
sabotages the strongest (Minnesota,
where LaFollette appoints Sinclair, a
banker, as campaign manager and re-

fuses to go on the Farmer-Labor tick-

REVOLUTIONARY UNIONISM
(Continued from page 5)

Proflntern, the minorities within the
reformist unions, and the red inde-
pendent unions, among the broadest
masses of the proletariat the world
over, making them realize the neces-
sity of unity and the revolutionary
possibilities which it has to attain.
The Proflntern knows that once revo-
lutionary unions are part of a general
federation of unions, their influence
will be much greater than when they
stay out.

The question of the fate of the
Proflntern agitated many a comrade,
especially of the German delegation.
The German comrades who now oc-
cupy the extremest ideological posi-
tion in the Comintern, gave their
consent to the program of the
Proflntern with no enthusiasm, know-
ing that among their own ranks there
are elements which would like a se-
cession from the German reformist
unions. They are anxious to retard
the unity movements of the Profln-
tern tho in principle they accept them.
The German comrades warned em-
phatically against any attempt to li-
quidate the Proflntern. The position
of the Proflntern is this: If a World
Unity Congress is called; if at that
unity congress all unions oT whatso-

ever trend are represented in propor-
tion to their numerical strength; if
that congress creates a new World
International of labor unions thereby
liquidating the old internationals in-
cluding Amsterdam; if Amsterdam
agrees to disband in consequence of
such decision, then the Proflntern
will also cease to exist. Until then,
however, even should the Russian
unions enter the Amsterdam Interna-
tional (thereby, naturally, leaving the
Proflntern) the Proflntern will rainain
on its post.

If the demand for a World Unity
Congress was the new word of the
Proflntern Congress in the realm of
tactics, the formulation of the strike
strategy was its new word in the
realm of the theory and practice of
actual class-struggle. It was for the
first time in history that the labor
movement took up the question of
strike strategy simultaneously as a
theoretical and a practical problem;
theoretical, in that it requires a care-
ful study of all experiences and forces
of the working class on the one hand
and of capitalist society on the other;
practical, in that it must be reduced
to a net of clear and comprehensible
rules for the guidance of the strike
leuders in their battles against the

employers. The Congress has only
outlined the problem. It requires
study. Material will be collected
and further inquiries made. One
thing, however, was evident from all
the discussion: only a body of men,
representing organizations that lead
revolutionary struggles and know the
inevitableness of a final revolutionary
onrush of the working masses to
overthrow capitalism, could take up
the strike from such angle. Speaking
generally, the problem is how to make
the organization of the working class
so perfect that every strike should
turn into a revolutionary battle
against the bourgeoisie, and every ac-
tion—a new step towards the final
goal,—overthrow of capitalism and
establishment of proletarian dictator-
ships. In this aspect the working
class is an army of actual or potential
fighters, the aim is the conquest of
power, the strike strategy is the ways
and means whereby the revolutionary
army can storm the stronghold of the
enemy. Nobody should fail to read
the speech of Comrade Lozovsky on
this problem,—a speech showing
what a strike ought to be and can be
when leaders and masses are ani-
mated by a class revolutionary spirit.
We, Americans, will be able to con-

tribute to this discussion . the most
valuable material to show what the
strike strategy should not be.

From revolutionary strike strategy
to the revolutionary prospects of the
East, the distance is not far. Os
course, the Amsterdam International
is not interested in the working class
of the East. Why should it if it is
not Interested in the working class
of the European countries. When

; such gentlemen as MacDonald and his
! henchmen deal with the colonial
problem, it is only from the stand-

j point of keeping the colonial masses
jin subjugation. Meanwhile, the colon-

I ial and semi-colonial countries are
charged with revolutionary electric-
ity. Imperialism is crushing these
large sections of the globe, and the
spirit of rebellion is abroad. There
is every prospect of revolutionary up-
heavals in the East, and the working
class there may be one of the great-
est factors in the not far distant fu-
ture. The fact that the first interna-
tional labor gathering of the East,
the international transport workers’
conference at Canton, was organized
by the Proflntern, shows that the
Proflntern is aware of those revolu-
tionary prospects.
Moscow, Aug. I.
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Workers! Give Judge Gary Your Answer!
By J. LOUIS ENGDAHL.

THE steel czar has spoken. Judge
Elbert H. Gary, chairman of the

United States Steel Corporation, has
expressed himself on the outlook for
the 1924 presidential campaign. His
optimism may be sutnmed up in the
three short words:

“I AM PLEASED!"
* * *

Nonpartisan in Politics.
The billion dollar steel trust is sat-

isfied that the results of the Novem-
ber elections will not disturb the
equanimity of the capitalist system.
It indulges in this self-assurance two
months before the elections.

But the reason for this optimism is
readily understood when the non-par-
tisanship in politics of the steel in-
dustry is analyzed.

* * *

For Donkey and Elephant.
Judge Gary is republican in politics.

The Fascist, Charles Gates Dawes, re-
publican candidate for vice-president,
is Gary’s ideal. When Dawes talks
about getting the “common sense”
vote, Gary knows that Dawes means
the vote that will allow the steel trust
to continue its heavy profit-taking.

Charles H. Schwab, head of Hie
Bethlehem Steel Corporation, perhaps
the largest among the independents,
is also republican.

But down in Alabama, Oscar Under-
wood, of the Gulf Coast Steel Co., Is
the democratic senator from that
state, and the perennial aspirant for
the presidential nomination in demo-
cratic conventions. “24 for Alabama
—24 for Underwood!” was one of the
monotone exclamations repeated al-
most without ending at the Madison
Square Garden convention of the dem-
ocratic party.

The steel industry is republican in
republican Pennsylvania. It is demo-
cratic in democratic Alabama. That’s
because the steel industry is non-par-
tisan in politics.

* • •

Coolidge Talks Nonsense.
Big business will permit the two

old parties to claim, in as loud tones
as they desire, that they are the
friends of labor. In fact, that has al-
ways been its policy.

The Republican Campaign Text
Book for 1924, just out, issued by the
Republican National Committee, de-
votes Chapters XVI, XVII and XVIII,
in telling what the republican party
has done for labor. The chapter head-
ings are “Labor Record of the Presi-
dent,” six pages; “Labor and the Re-
publican Party,” ten pages, and “Wo-
men and Children in Industry,” seven
pages.

But the whole philosophy of the re-
publican party toward labor may be
summed up in “Cautious Cal” Cool-
idge’s own declaration, prominently
featured, that “No progress was ever
made by regarding mankind as
cheap.”

That was Coolidge’s stand in veto-
ing the bonus for the soldiers. He
wouldn’t cheapen their patriotism by
putting a cheap price on it. Perhaps
that is why nothing is done for the
unemployed. It would cheapen the
jobless to be paid doles equal to their
regular pay, to get a few crusts of
bread. If Coolidge intended any oth-
er meaning for his silly nonsense, an
alienist ought to be appointed to con-
duct an investigation and try to dis-
cover It.

• • •

Democrats Will Perjure Selves.
._ The democratic campaign book had

not been issued at this writing. But
it will carry the same bunk about the
friendship of John "Wall Street”
Davis and Charles W. Bryan, for the
working class.

In order to make a case for them-
selves, the democrats will have to He
a little better than the republicans.
This will be easy, for they are on
the outside at the present time, look-
ing in, and they would commit any
brand of-perjury in order to get on
the inside.

Davis will claim again that he de-
fended “Mother” Mary Jones and Eu-
gene V. Debs, against the czarist rule
of the West Virginia coal barons,
whereas it has been shown that di-
rectly the opposite is true; he prose-

cuted and persecuted them to advance
and safeguard the interests of the
mine owners.

The democratic and republican can-
didates are, therefore, alike in their
pretensions of friendliness for labor.
All old party candidates are friendly
to labor—before election day. They
are just as friendly as they can be.
Some of them even kiss the babies
of the workers on their campaign
tours. But that is before election
day.

Even Benito Mussolini, the Fascist
dictator of Italy, claims he is the
friend of the working class of Italy.
The assassin of the workers in Italy,
with hands dripping blood, professes
to be the friend of his victim. That

ticket of the republican party In or-
der to win a few straggling labor
votes.

Both Berry and Lewis are as alike
as two peas in that they have shown
themselves good strikebreakers for
the bosses. Berry’s yellow leg activi-
ties In breaking the strike of the New
Tork pressmen and the bosses’ war
that Lewis helped wage against Alex-
ander Howat, in Kansas, are so well
known to the readers of the DAILY
WORKER, that they only need men-
tioning here.

The records of Berry and Lewis
compare well with thg strikebreaking
records of the old party candidates
they have endorsed. Coolidge’s strike-
breaking record in Massachusetts,

From the Communist Platform
lI"T"HRU theft, fraud, corruption, bribery and the capitalist system

1 of profit taking, this capitalist class has become the owner of
the land, raw materials and machinery of production upon which the
workers and farmers are dependent for a livelihood.”

• * • *

iFT*HEY (the workers) are compelled to accept a low standard of
1 living in order that the capitalists may amass ever greater for-

tunes for themmselves.”
* • • •

Workers Party declares its purpose to continue the struggle
1 to mobilize the workers and exploited formers for independent

political action thru a mass Farmer-Labor Party.”
* • • •

IIXHE Workers Party calls upon the workers and exploited farmers
1 to fight with it against the use of injunction in labor disputes,

intimidation of strikers thru police and soldiers, and the use of crim-
inal syndicalist laws to suppress the demands of the reolutionary /

workers, as well as other infringements on the rights of the workers.”
* « • *

ill JIIE demand the nationalization of all means of transportation
W and industries engaged in the preparation and distribution of

farm products, with participation of the farmers in the management
of these industries.”

* • • •

1I"T"HE Workers Party is fighting for the rule of thirty millions of
1 workers and their families in the United States. This rule will

be established thru a Proletarian Revolution which will create a
Soviet Government and the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.”

•** * *

ill fOTE against the three capitalist candidates and for the Com-
V munist candidates—Foster and Gitlow.”

ness, in the selection of its labor lieu-
tenants, also extends to its support
of the Ku Klux Klan. In a northern
state, like Indians, rock-ribbed repub-
lican, the Klan is also republican.
The same is true in Maine, where
“Brass Tacks” Dawes ran into this is-
sue on his recent Eastern trip. Dawes,
better than anyone else, sees the Fas-
cisti possibilities of the Klan, and
altho he apparently denounced its
tactics he lauded it for its attacks on
the workers, especially its attacks
against the coal miners in Southern
lillinois and elsewhere. When the
time comes “Hell an’ Maria” will in-
vite all the Klansmen to join his
“Minute Men of the Constitution.”

But in the South, in Oklahoma and
Texas, where the democratic party
happens to dominate, there the Ku
Klux Klan is democratic. Big Busi-
ness doesn’t care whether it wears the
skin of the G. O. P. elephant, or the
hide of the democratic donkey, as
long as it dominates the local situa-
tion.

• * •

Mask May Be Torn Off.
It is possible that Big Business,

after this years’ campaign, will be
compelled to throw its mask aside and
come out into the open, definitely
naming its political expression. It
cannot always continue its Punch
and Judy show.

There should be no doubt this
year about who is to gain by the elec-
tion of either the democratic or re-
publican candidates. Coolidge is the
figurehead of the biggest open shop-
pers. His campaign manager is Wil-
liam Morgan Butler, the textile multi-
millionarie, proud open shop lord over
New England’s unorganized textile
mills. Dawes is the head of the Cen-
tral Trust Company, one of Chicago’s
biggest banks. A million hoops of
steel couldn’t tie the republican ticket
closer to the predatory business inter-
ests of the nation.

On the democratic side it has
already been shown that Davis is the
lawyer of the House of Morgan.
Davis says he has renounced his Wall
Street connections for the purposes
of the campaign. But that is easier
said that done. Davis remains the
corporation lawyer, the legal lackey
of his class, the defender of the open
shoppers of his own state of West
Virginia, and of the great robber bar-
ons of his adopted New York City.

• • •

Face Oppressors Both Ways.
Whichever way the workers turn,

as between the two old parties, they
are face to face with their oppres-
sors. Millions have discovered this
fact this year, and are blindly turning
to the LaFollette-Wheeler ticket. La-
Follette, the repubilcan! Wheeler, the
democrat! Both the enemies of the
class interests of the worKefs and
farmers. Both the defenders of the
present order of things. But the La-
Follette candidacy has been ably dealt
with in the series of articles by Jay
Lovestone appearing in these col-
umns.. These articles should be read
and reread.

• • •

Vote Communist in November.
It should be apparent to the millions

of American workers this year that
their interests are only championed
by the Communist candidates of the
Workers’ Party; Williajn Z. Foster, for
president, and Benjamin Gitlow, for
vice president.

This year the Communist standards
are flung to the breeze for the first
time in a national campaign in this
country. Let the oppressed workers de-
sert their enemies and their betrayers.
Let them rally to the rapidly growing
Communist ranks and give their sup-
port to the Foster-Gitlow ticket. Only
in so doing will they make progress
for their class in this election.

• * *

Give Gary Your Answer.
Only in so doing will they freeze

the words, “I am pleased," upon the
lips of the arch oppressor of labor,
Judge Gary, head of the great Am-
erican Steel Trust.

Workers! Give Gary your answer!

is about the position of the candi-
dates of the democrats and republi-
cans in this campaign.

* * *

Get “Labor Lieutenants” Cheap.
It is not surprising that there are

labor officials endorsing both the po-
litical expressions of Wall Street in
this campaign. It is an easy thing
to buy up American labor leaders.
They come cheap.

Major George L. Berry, the Ameri-
can Legion head of the Printing
Pressmen’s Union, Continues to lick
the boots of the democratic party. He
has come out in support of the “Davis-
Bryan” ticket, after being kicked in
the face at Madison Square Garden
and told to take his vice-presidential
aspirations elsewhere. But at least
he was allowed to have his name
placed in nomination.

John L. Lewis, president of the
United Mine Workers of America, was
merely mentioned, long before the re-
publican convention met at' Cleveland,
as a vice-presidential possibility. His
name was never considered, however,
by the Cleveland convention.

Lewis, like Berry, nevertheless,
would rather get kicked in the face by
the bosses, than fight the bosses on
behalf of the working class he is sup-
posed to represent.

Lewis, the head of one of the most
radical organizations of American la-
bor, has done the well-nigh impossible
thing of endorsing the “Coolidge-
Dawes” candidacy. But he has com-
mitted that crime against the great
membership of his organization.
Lewis is now a member of the ad-
visory committee of the Coolidge
Campaign. Only the campaign itself
can develop the kind of advice that
Lewis intends handing the Fascisti

where he smashed the policemen’s
strike, need not now stand out in
such great prominence. It has the-
record of John L. Lewis, president of
the Miners’ Union, in Kansas, Nova
Scotia and elsewhere, to keep it com
pany.

• • •

This Smell Goes Far.
Just byway of parenthesis it may

be mentioned that the strikebreaking
records of both Berry and Lewis have
been endorsed, one hundred per cent
by Samuel Gompers, president of the
American Federation of Labor, who
has come out for Senator LaFollette
for president. The smell of a scab
goes far, like that of a polecat. So
there Is enuf for LaFollette, too. Per-
haps Gompers thot that LaFollette’s
program for his so-called, imaginary
“clean government” extended even tc
the cleansing of polecats. That might
explain the strange alliance of the
head* of the American Federation of
Labor with the Wisconsin senator.

• • *

“Big Biz” Knows Where to Go.
Steel is republican in Pennsylvania

and democratic in Alabama. When
Wall Street picks its labor lieuten-
ants it gets its democrats, either
among the Tammany Hall ranks in
New York, or it goes into the "Solid
Sputh.” “Majah” Berry comes from
Tennessee. Wall Street gets its re-
publican “labor” stool pigeons from
somewhere in the north. Lewis comer
from Illinois. T. V. O’Connor, of the
shipping board, formerly of the Long-
shoremen’s Union, is out for Coolidge.
O’Connor is from the North.

* » •

Nonpartisan on Klan.
This nonpartisanship of Big Bust
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