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Statistical Background of the Agrarian
Question in the United States

By EA.RL R. BROWDER.
First Article.

“rnHE toiling and exploited masses
of the countryside whom the ur-

ban proletariat must lead into the
struggle, or at least win over, are
represented in all capitalist coun-
tries by the following groups:

“First, the agricultural proletariat,
the hired laborers (by the day, by
the year, and for the season) who
have to earn their living by hiring
themselves out to capitalist agricul-
tural enterprises, and to industrial en-
terprises connected therewith.

“Second, semi-proletarians or semi-
peasants, i. e. those, who earn their
living partly by hiring themselves
out to capitalist agricultural enter-
prises and partly by working on their
own or rented plots of land which
yield only part of the food stuffs nec-
essary for the maintenance of the fam-
ily. This group of the rural work-
ing class population is very numer-
ous in all capitalist countries. How-
ever, the representatives of the bour-
geoisie and the socialists adhering to
the Second International do theif ut-
most to ignore the existence of the
position of this group of workers,
partly deliberately deceiving the
workers and partly submitting blind-
ly to customary petty bourgeois views
and merging this group with the gen-
eral mass of peasantry.

“Third, the small peasants, i. e.
those who own or lease small plots
of land, which are just sufficient to
meet their requirements and elimin-
ate the necessity of employing hired
labor. This section of the rural pop-
ulation certainly stands to gain from
the victory of the proletariat.

“These three groups taken together
form in all countries the majority of
the rural population. Therefore, the
ultimate success of the proletarian
revolution is guaranteed not only in
the towns, but also in the country.”
(Lenin; Theses Second Congress,
Comintern.)

• * »

IT is the purpose of these articles
to examine and analyze the stat-

istical information available on agri-
culture in the Uni&d States, in the
light of the thesis of*Lenin, in an
effort to fill out the exact American
details of the picture so far as pos-
sible. "Each country,” said Lenin,
“develops prominently some particu-
lar feature or group of features.” The
analysis of class relations in the ru-
ral districts is particularly difficult
and requires particular care. This
is all the more true in the United
States, which presents so many dif-
ferences from the rest of the world,
and in which the statistical Informa-
tion is not designed to bring out the
facts which we seek.

Loose generalizations and hasty
conclusions about agriculture In the
U. S. have been particularly habitual
in the revolutionary movement These
inaccurate and even false conceptions
which are current do not contribute
to the formulation of a sound pro-
gram for establishing the leadership
of -the urban workers over the rural
masses. Examples of Mch looseness
and inaccuracy may, foil example, be
found in the recent resolution of the
Parity Commission of the W. P., and
in a report on America at the recent
sessions of the E. C. C. 1., reported
in Inprekorr Vol. 5, No. 35, mtge 463.
Among the examples may be men-
tioned the statements: “Today more
than 70 per cent of all improved land
is operated by tenante”—almost 100
per cent from the truth—“two million
agricultural workers are disfranchis-

ed because they are migratory"—a
wild exaggeration-—“the same bankers

'.nd manufacturers who own the mines
actories, railroads, etc., are in the
nain the owners of the land used
)y the farmers”—a distortion of fact
out of Dll proportion; that, with ten
million farmers now on the land, “six
and a JTalf million farmers migrated
to the cities within the last ten years”
—an extremely exaggerated picture of
a real situation, etc., etc.

The above items are cited, not for
purpose of controversy, but merely to

establish the need of careful and exact
inquiry. And for this purpose we
shall, in these articles, give a com-
parative analysis of figures of the
1910 and 1920 census (with occasion-
al excursions farther back, and to
other sources), establish the approxi-
mate relation of class forces, the tend-
encils of development, and thereby
lay a foundation for judgment as to
what the exact present status may be.

Relation of Rural to Urban
Population.

piROM a predominantly agrarian
country, the United States trans-

formed itself, in the period which wit-
nessed its emergence as a—and finally
the—world power of first importance,
into a land of capitalist industrial pro-
duction. This process, which is basic
to an understanding of the agrarian
question in the U. S.. is most broadly
reflected in the movement of popula-

tion. While the absolute number of
population, both rural and urban, has
increased at each census period, the
relative development, in percentage of
total population, has been as follows:

1890 1900 1910 1920
Rural” 64.6 60.0 54.2 48.6
Urban 35.4 40.0 45.8 51.4

Proceeding a step further, we find
the census classification of “persons
engaged in gainful occupations,”
which shows the following compari-

son between agriculture, mining, and
mechanical industries:

Percentage of “Gainfully Occupied”
1910 1920

Agriculture, forestry, and
animal husbandry 33.1 26.3

Extraction of minerals 2.6 2.6
Manufacturingand mechanical

industries 27.6 30.8
Ratio of Agricultural to Industrial

Production.
A N interesting and valuable compa-

risen is given between the pro-
duction values, expressed in market
prices, in the figures of B. M. Ander-
son, Jr., economist of the Chase Na-
tional Bank of N. Y., in his pamphlet
“A World Afraid of Production.” The
comparative value of these figures, as
regards agricultural production for
1919, must be considerably discount-
ed; in view of the fact that agricul-
tural prices in 1919-20 were at the
peak of post war inflation, and in
the following year dropped by about

40 per cent, it will be seen that the
true extent of the preponderance of
industry is obscured:

Pet. of
Year of 1919 In mill, whole

Met value of all agricultural
products $18,76$ 40

Net value of all mineralproducts 3,095 TValue added by all
manufactures 25,042 53

Total -....546,905 100
Year of 1909

Net value of all agricultural ; Vproducts $6;701 41

Net value of all mineral
products 1,616 f

Value added by all •

manufactures -a - 3,529 (I

Total $16,247 ~m
Not only has agriculture been co»

tinuously falling back in relation to
industry, but also, between 1910 and
1920, there was for the first time in
America a positive decrease in the
number of those “gainfully occupied”
in agriculture, the exact figures of
the two periods being 12,659,082 and
10,953,168. Volume of production has
increased tremendously, but not, when
the 1920 deflation is taken into ac-
count, to nearly the extent to which
industry has grown.

Strata of Rufal Population.
AP the total of 10,953,158 “gainfully

occupied” in agriculture iu 1920,
(Continued on page 5)
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OUR OWN PEOPLE ■i By Ruth Stout

TTEADQUARTERS of Local 22 of

Workers’ Union of New York City
they stay up all night nnd watch, to
keep Sigman from capturing them
by force, as they have captured Locals
2 and 9. A crowded street—policeman
looking for trouble—a policeman with
nothing to do. Enthusiasm—suppress-
ed excitement everywhere.

Inside, more crowds,—more enthus-
iasm.

A girl is talking. Let her tell her
story in her own Vords: •

“TN 1910 we used to have the sweat
shop system. At that time people

used to sleep in shops and work long
hours and terrible conditions—worked
twelve or fourteen hours a day, and
even have their dinner at the machine
while they worked. Since this was
the case sanitary conditions were also
terrible—no time even to sweep. We
were there all week including Satur-
day and Sunday.

"In 1909 the waist makers, Local 25,
called out a general strike and that
strike lasted quite a few weeks. Peo-
ple went thru a great deal of suffer-
ing; there was really no union when
the strike was called—just a handful
of people, not organized. So the strike
kept on a long time and was lost. But
this was an inspiration to organize,
because the girls put up such a good
fight and were treated so rough that
even the society ladies were inter-
ested.
“ A FTER that the cloak makers’
** union struck in 1910 and made a

success. The union put out the de-
mands for shorter hours and more
pay. But then the boss would take a
few workers and make one head over
them, so that one man had six or
eight people under him. He would get
all the wages from the boss and pay
to the workers, and he would try
to get a certain amount and get fifty
or sixty uollars a week while others

..jgonld get .yery. Uttle. So the boss
had annmbjgr of workers who were
Interested'to'’keep things going that
way. The union fought against that
—this must be stopped— and they
won.

"In 1913 the waist makers had a
strike which again improved condi-
tions of the industry, but one trouble
right along was that the Jewish and
Americans would not join together—-
we were foreigners, so to speak. There
was only five per cent American ele-
ment who always said: ‘Why go in?
Why have a union’ We can straight-
en out with the boss ourselves.’ But
I thought we should get American
girls to approach the boss—I have a
foreign accent—too difficult. We had
one American girl who would go and
try to talk, but if they refused to talk
she was insulted and went home. Our
girls didn’t feel that way. We know
the boss won’t talk because he don’t
understand.
“TN 1916 they got out a protocol—an
n*i agreement that impartial people

hi should decide. By that time there
were already differences of opinion in
the union. It really started when we
began to differ on the methods. Some
of us thought the officials were fak-
ing; they called what they said was
a regular strike, but some were sent
back to work while others were still
striking. There were no Lefts and
Rights then—youngsters they called
us, instead of Lefts.

“In the 1919 strike already we fear-
ed it might be a fake again, and prob-
ably it would have been but the em-
ployers tried to give the union a beat-
ing. They made an agreement for a
few hours, less, a few dollars more,
but they began to send work out to
small shops in secret. We would go
and sit at the machine, but wnuld
not make the waists. The only thing
we could do was to make a stoppage
—to refuse to work at aIL

“But the 1919 agreement made it a
crime to make a stoppage, so we made
six or eight or ten dollars a week
for eight months. The employers had
work but wo did not make it. We
could see what they were cutting and
knew we didn’t get it. That was the
beginning of our going backward,—an
agreement binding us hand and foot

and not being able to do anything. It
created the open shop problem for
us. The union kept back workers
from striking nad they kept haviug
open shops. What use of such an ag-
reement which ties our hands?
“T7IVER since then there has been

the small little open shop—not
the open shop so you immediately
know where it is—but a hole in Har-
lem, two rooms in the back of some
yard, or downtown Green Street,
where employers moved it, rotten, dir-
ty, everything,—already something
of the past. If they would take a nice
big loft we would know about it, so
they take little holes where we could
not know and it would take us some
time to find out. So our people are
now working under the most miser-
able conditions, no ventilation, no
air, fire traps. The employers get
those who have just come from the
other side,—get them and teach them
and exploit them to the worst extent
because they do not know any better.

“I was shop chairman. If I ordered
a stoppage the employer had a perfect
right to discharge me. But we said
we would not work unless we see
everytime they cut something we have
it. So we made a stoppage in the
shop and we managed it so that I
didn’t get fired, either. The Associa-
tion sent a letter demanding that either
we be put back to work or send other
workers on our jobs. The executive
took it up and sent a committee to
make us go to work. We explained
we cannot and will not work unless
we know we get everything that is
cut. We had gone back once or twice
with the boss’s promise to give us
everything, but always he cheated us.
“fTIHERE was a conference in Eos-

ton and I and two members of
the executive weht and explained the
situation. The question is: Are we
to sit eight months in a shop and not
make a living? We had a fight and
I cried,—I was so much younger then;
I would not; cry today!:., (Her black
eyes flashed; true, she would not cry
today). We came back and continued
the’strike; finally, the boss came and
held up his hands, and said ‘Honor-
able peace!’ and we came to an ag-
reement.

“These little shops became a great
detriment. In the beginning a few
here and a few there, and because the
union did nothing to check them they
sprang up everywhere, with these
terrible conditions, competting with
the big shop, and many employers
went into jobbing so the big shop
went out gradually, -safely to say
more than one half the industry is
jobbing. We call them bedreom shops
—cockroach shops.

“A room like this would be a big
shop, and with all pressing machines
and everything, how can you have
it sanitary? You will find that many
of them are going into the business
with 6500 that they sometime borrow
from loan associations and many of
our people are losing their pay after
working for a few weeks for such
little employers. And, too. the unions
have the problem of having to organ-
ize five or six hundred new shops and
also having many of our workers not
only have to work in these miser-
able conditions, but pay not secure—-
many lose their last few cents.
"II7HAT can the union do to elimin-

ate those conditions? They
say: Yes, true, but we cannot do any-
thing. We say: We have to begin
to have another policy and see to it
that we do organization work all the
year round by our own people Not
by those, as they have it, who are not
of the trade. Up to 1919 our own
people did organizing work. They
would say to ine: We need six or
eight people to go to Brooklyn. And
I would go. It was more quiet then;
once I had to hit a man with my um-
brella, but I would do that only when
necessary.

“The managers used to get sixty or
seventy dollars a week, and the busi-
ness agents forty-five; now the gen-
eral manager gets 6125; the interna-
tional manager gets 67,500 a yoar.
Then he got 675. The business agent
is the man who does the work. The
managers do very little work; they

hire gangsters to do their work, and
lie only thing the gangers do i

levelop their muscles, people
refused to go with these people to
picket lines.
“AT the last campaign in January

and February we made an at;
tempt,—we, the so-called Lefts, the
people who want to see tho organiza-
tion again so that the people them-
selves do the work—we made an at-
tempt to get our own people to do or-
ganization work again. If our people
are going to go to the shops and work
and picket and be told what to do,
they can do their own organization
work.

“In January and February the Or-
ganization Committee had 300 people
who were ready to go tq shops and
explain to workers to come to the
union. First talk, first explain, and
then if no success, sometimes fight,
but not like gangsters. If you get a
little hurt, you know workers hurt
you,— not gangsters. Since 1919 to
date because of the many disappoint-
ments that workers were suffering
they did not feel like going into the
shop and getting their heads split by
these men.

“Now many of the employers have
turned into dresses instead of waists,
so we are no more a separate indus-
try. When the waists were so glor-
ious there were of course waist locals;
now there is no reason for waists be-
ing separate but the union wants to
keep them separate and I’ll tell you
why, in a minute. We told the union
this, but they said that there were still
waists, showing that they did not
know what they were doing. I took
Fannia Cohn myself and showed her
that there were almost no more
waists, and she was surprised, and I
said to her: ‘‘You do not know what
is going on in the industry; you are
living in the past.’

“CjINCE the waists are not there the
. same thing is true about the.skirt. yet they are still having

, and the manager getting
6100 a week, and very few members,
and their expenses about three or
four hundred dollars a week, becausethe manager will not go to the shops
and so they must have a businessagent and a secretary. And they aremaking dresses in the same shops;
the skirts are no more there. Andthey work fourteen hours more a weekfor the same work, and that is whatI call legal scabbing with the consentof the union, which is a crime. There
must not be two locals in the samerade; it is their own constitution
and we have to demand that thev liveup to it.

“Local 2 sent out to Chicago twoweeks before the expulsion to demandthat they give Us the dress shopswhich belong to our local, accordingto their own decsion a year before.And now I’ll tell you why they wantwaists and skirts separate—because

‘hat makes more locals and every
seal has five votes, no matter how

,’ew or how many members. We have
12,000 members, and some of the
locals have less than 500, and still
they get five votes. And our dues
pay their bills—but through the un-
ion, and so the union controls their
votes, because if it didn’t pay their
bills, they couldn’t live.
“ANOTHER thing is that they want-

ed to raise our dues from 35
cents to 60 The membership
won’t pay the fifty cents because
they feel that nothing, will be done
with the 50 cents just as nothing is
done for the 35 cents. And two weeks
before they raised the dues they rais-
ed the salaries of the business agents,
managers, nad general managers, from
65 to 625 a Week more. That amounted
to $50,000 a year. ■ What does this
mean? They raise themselves, and
we are not making half what they
were making before they raised them-
selves. What do they care? They
have 55 votes and we have 15 In the
Joint Bo^rd.

“So we have three differences. First,
we want onr own people to do the
organization work They should not
give over our demands to Governor’s
Commissions, who may be nice people
but will not know anything about our
questions for the men and women
who work in the industry. We feel
they cannot do R because they do not
understand our trade, and what we
should do is to organize workers from
the open shops and take the workers
and come to employers and see that
we get things just and fair.

“Our second difference is that we
want all dress locals to be one, in-
stead of fake waist and skirt shops
with separate locals, paying big sal-
aries to business agents and manag-
ers and general managers shall have
bigger salaries.
IDECAUSE of these differences they

went, and instead of giving an-
swers to these just claims that we
have, instead of meeting it and finding
away of settling it, they declared
everyone Communists in order to
cloud the issue, because they only
have to say that we are Communists
and everybody will be afraid of us, be-
cause they infer a Communist is not
a human being.

“And before they give us a chance
o know that they have any charges onus, a day before they sent us of-
ficial notice that we are under charge,
they broke in, in the middle of the
night at two o’clock, they broke in
to two locals, 2 and 9, and took the
office by force. And that is why we
watch here day and night, so they
can’t do the same thing to us.”

Wrap your lunch in a copy of
the DAILY WORKER and give
it (the DAILY WORKER, not the
lunch) to your shop-mate.
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War, Peace and the Second International
TN Chapter, A, 84 of the Statutes

adopted by the Hamburg Congress
of The International Working Union
of Socialist Parties held in 1923 we
read the following:

“The International Working Union
of Socialist Parties is not only an in-
strument on behalf of peace but an
indispensible instrument during every
war. During conflicts between na-
tions, the I. W. U. S. P. is recognized
by the affiliated parties as the high-
est instance.”

rpHE gentlemen of the Two-and-a-
-*■ Halt International prided them-
selves. greatly on the inclusion of
this paragraph in the statutes—in the
STATUTES themselves—for it sig-
nified a “victory” over the famous
Kautsky formula of 1914, (the Inter-
national is an instrument for peace,
it is no instrument of war) it was the
dowry which it brought into the mar-
riage union. Friedrich Adler in his
address to the congress with special
solemnity, stressed the importance of
the paragraph which we quote below:

“The entire congress Will agree
that we have gained experience from
the war that the I. W. U. S. P. is not
only an instrument for tasks in peace
time, but is an indispensible instru-
ment in times of war. (Loud ap-
plause). That signifies above all,
that what we once experienced must
never be repeated (renewed loud ap-
plause).”

IT is true, Adler added rather de-
jectedly that people are not all of

the same opinion about what has
happened and that the “problem such
as national defence must be discussed
further,” this “problem” can “not be
immediately solved however much
we may wish to do so.” But, the “in-
strument” for peace and war has
been forged, it will be regarded “dur-
ing conflicts between nations” by the
parties'as “the highest instance”.

Two years have passed since the
Hamburg celebrations and the Mo-‘
rocco war has broken out. A typical
colonial predatory war. The war is
being waged by France supported by
a government which has the help of
the French Socialist Party generally,
and especially in regard to carrying
on this war.

TWICE, since the outbreak of the
Franco-Moroccan war, the Second

International—the instrument for war
and peace—has met in conference.
The Executive of the I. W. U. S. P.
met in Paris in the beginning of May
and the Bureau met in London at the
beginning of June No word was men-
tioned of Morocco during the Paris
session. Probably, for serious reas-
ons. Firstly, as is well-known, Abd-
el-Krim attacked peaceful France and
the “problem of national defence” has
with the best will in the world not
been “solved”. Secondly, it is not
a question of a “conflict between na-
tions” in the sense of the paragraphs
of the I. W. U. S. P. Is this clan
chief Abd-el-Krim the legitimate re-
presentative of a nation? And third-
ly, is there a Soclalist-Demojcratic
party affiliated to the I. W. U. S. P.
under the Riffs for whom the war
and peace instrument is the “highest
instance”?

At the London conference (July
4th), the question of the war in Mo-
rocco was on the agenda, or rather,
as the official communique says, the
question of the “situation in Morocco
was discussed.” Renaudel, the most
faithful supporter of the French gov-
ernnfent, explained the “various con-
ceptions”, which exist concerning this
question within the French party. The
Bureau, however, was not in a position
“to define its attitude.” The reasons
were ponderous: "In view of the
fact” —the official statement runs,

“that the Spanish party has not been
able to send a representative to this
meeting of the Bureau.”

THERE was, however a minority in
the Bureau which was not quite

contented with this elegant disposal of
the question, and made a declaration
which ran as follows:

“The question of the attitude of the
French Socialist Party to the Moroc-
can war contains in embryo (!) all
the problems which caused the split

of Socialist Parties during the world
war. We will refrain at the present
juncture from a discussion (!) of this
question only because we have full
confidence in the French Socialist
Party, that it itself will find the cor-
rect solution to this question.”
rnHIS gem of an "opposition” de-
-*- claration bears “three signat-
ures”: Otto Bauer (Austria), Dan
(Russian Menshevik) and Czech (Ger-
man Social-Democrat in Czecho-Slo-
vakia).

Bauer, the man who in 1919 as Aus-
trian foreign minister supported the
suppression of the Hungarian revo-
lution and the Polish white army
against Soviet Russia by supplying
arms, and who was removed froni
power at the behest of the French,
because he secrectly intrigued with
the Italian government to re-estab-
lish the Triple Alliance—Italy-Germ-
many-Austria. Dan, with KTB clique, is
the individual who for years has been
fostering every agitation against
Soviet Russia, but who> advocates
“peaceful” intervention only; and
Czech, a German nationalist, a faith-
ful reflex of the Czech government
socialists.

The “declaration” itself is price-
less. “In embryo all problems of the
world war," and “full confidence” in
the French Socialist Party, hence “at
the moment refrain from a discus-
sion.” Apparantly, these three heroes
wish to say that they are not quite
contented with the official attitude of
the French party, but bank on a vic-
tory within the party of the semi-
pacifist tendencies, which are fairly
well represented in it, but are in fact
absolutely helpless against the actual
support of the war on the part of the
party leaders. Os course, no one
thought of securing the support of the
increasing number of socialist work-
ers who are joining the anti-war cam-
paign of the Communists.

EVEN Het Volk, the organ of the
Dutch Social Democrats, is very

discontented with the attitude Os the
London Bureau, both majority arid,
minority. The success within the
ranks of the workers under the lead-
ership of the Communists in the strug-
gle against war, disquiets the obser-
vers from Amsterdam; especially the
demonstration on the workers’ day
that was celebrated in Paris July 4th
and sth. “Why do the Socialists let
the Communists have such demonstra-
tions, those workers will ask who
make a difference between both par-
ties? The majority will probably be
indifferent as to who originated the
movement, they accept ’the leader-
ship of the Communists since the So-
cialists do not take part in the move-
ment.” (Het Volk”,- July 13th, 1925).

Yes, indeed why do the Socialists
“leave” the struggle against the war
to the Communists? Simply because
a section of the Socialist leaders, the
avowed colonialists, carry on the
struggle for a war to a victory, and
another section, the pacifists of differ-
ent shades are fighting for a war for
peace; because all do not wish to
desert their threatened fatherland in
the hour of danger.

IN the statutes of the International
Working Union of Socialist Parties

we read: “Not only an instrument in
peace, but it is an indispensable in-
strument in times of war.”

The Spanish delegation is absent...
all problems in embryo .

.
. full con-

fidence . . .

China: The discussion on these
mighty revolutionary events ensued at
the London session of the Bureau of
the Second International by dealing
with an invitation of the Communist
International and of the R. I. L. U. to
organize common action in favor of
the Chinese revolution. The Bureau
proceeded straight after dealing with
this document to the ordinary agen-
da. In a special decision it records
that here is another "united front
manouver” with a view to “exposing”
and “destroying” the socialist par-
ties.

But they want neither to be exposed
nor destroyed.

As regards the Chinese revolution
(there is modest mention made of “the
awakening of the working masses of
China”) itself a decision was adopted

the first part of which was a Platonic
greeting of the movement. The en-
tire second part, however, is devoted
to the struggle against Cninese nation-
alism, against the “nationalist race
struggle”; hence, it is a question of
froming a front against European-
American imperialism, and against
Asiatic nationalism.
A splendid supplement to this reso-

lution, a fitting commentary to
this “greeting” is found in the short
address which the twin brother of the
I. W. U. S. P.—the International Fed-
eration of Trade Unions in Amster-
dam—sent to our W. I. R. Having
been invited to help the struggling
Chinese workers, the Amsterdam I. F.
T. U. replied on July 6th: “The presi-
dium of the I. F. T. U. considered the
question whether it is necessary (!)
and possible to give the Chinese
workers material help. The decision
was arrived at that the presidium
should ask for information from
known Chinese trade unions whether
help is possible (?) and to what ex-
tent it is required.”

It is necessary first, to ask for in-
formation. The Spanish—oh. no, the
Chinese delegate is not present. Per-
haps the Chinese workers do not re-
quire any material help. Perhaps they
have plenty of everything. Perhaps
they are so much under the influence
of “Asiatic nationalism” that they do
not want to take any assistance from
Europeans. Who is to know?
"UiUROPEAN governments ply their

agents in China with gold, muni-
tions. warships, etc. The I. W. U. S.
P. and the I. F. T. U. issue a warning
against “Asiatic nationalism” and ask
Tor information.

But the International is a peace and
war instrument.

The greatest attention was devoted
both at the London Bureau meeting
and previously at the meetings of the
Executive in Brussels January )925.
and in Paris (May) to the questions
oif .the. Security Pact and the Geneva
Protocol. In the resolution which was
adopted after excited discussion be-
tween the British and the continental
comrades, we read amongst other
items:

“It (the I. W. U. S. P.) considered
the Geneva Protocol to be the execu-
tion and realization of the League of
Nations and of the principles of the
general Court of Arbitration, which
alone is able to bring security to the
people and disarmament to the world.”

•

fTtHUS agitation is made on behalf
-*• of the Geneva Protocol which
“alone” etc., is dead and buried, and
for the Security Pact. i. e. for the
special alliance with the proviso that
no “false equilibrium of the powers”
should arise.

And in fact the Security Pact, as
it is at present understood in Eng-
land, directs its arrows against the
Soviet Union, and is being used in
a most cynical manner by the entire
Social Democracy, with the Germans
at their head, a vile agitational meas-
ure against Soviet Russia. Thomas

To those who work hard for their
money, I will save 50 per cent on

all their dental work.

DR. RASNICK
DENTIST

645 Smithfield Street
PITTSBURGH, PA.

in Great Britain uses the Railway-
men’s Conference to make a most vi-
olent attack at a time when the con-
servative government is threatening
to break off political connections with
Soviet Russia. The “Vorwaerts” on
account of the sentence of the three
Fascist juvenile murderers invites the
German government to break off re-
lations with Soviet Russia.

In a leading article on the occasion
of the dispatch of the new German
note to Paris the “Vorwaerts,” July
19th, formulates Hhe foreign policy of
social-democrats as follows:

“In Germany today there is properly
speaking, only two foreign policy pro-
grams: the Communist and the So-
cial Democratic. The Communists at
least do not preach like the worn-out
nationalists, about aimlesq force, but
are seeking the solution in a German
alliance with a strong military power:
Russia. The Social Democratic Party
seeks the solution in conjunction with
the peoples of western culture and
high capitalist development.”
TT cannot be stated more; clearly. [

-••The Communists are with the great
Workers and Peasants Republic, with
all oppressed nations on the globe
against imperialism, the Social Demo-
crats are working with the highly
developed capitalism of imperialist
powers against—whom? Against the
Soviet Union. China and Morocco.

For some weeks, already, Vander-
velde holds the office of foreign min-
ister to the Belgian king. In a pro-
gram which he issued to the Belgian
chamber on June 30th, he stated, that
he “would continue the Belgian for-
eign policy on the lines of his pre-
decessors.” These predecessors,
amongst other things, occupied the
Ruhr together with Poincare. For his
9wn part Vandervelde declared that
“as long as Qermany had not ful-
filled her obligations we will remain
in the Cologne Zone. The entire
government is in agreement on this
point.”

According to Vaftdefvelde's state-
ment, the Soviet Union, however, de-’
spite the promises which were made
to the Belgian workers during the
elections, will not be recognized. First
of all the Belgian capitalists, who
once possessed factories now nation-
alized in Russia, must be fully indem-
nified and then "independence” must
be restored to the Republic of Geor-
gia as was demanded by Belgium.

In all other matters Vandervelde
takes the same road as Great Britain
(China) and France (Morocco).

TTOWEVER, barely two years ago
at the Hamburg Congress, this

grestest of present-day hypocrites and
swindlers declared in a loud voice in
the meeting hall: “We are collecting
our forces against this imperial peace,
which in reality is nothing but a fos-
silized state of war, against this war
in the form of imperialist peace and
we place on record: capitalism will
be eternally damned in history, be-
cause with recurring regularity it has
driven the masses to butchery and
warfare.”

ONE MONTH FREE
Instruction in English if you bring this

ad and enroll in any of our classes.
BEST TEACHERS—NEWEST METHOD

QUICKEST RESULTS.
Morning, Afternoon and Evening Classee.

Also Private Instruction.
Act at Once

SCHOOL OF ENGLISH
4th Floor, Office Room 402

21 E. Van Buren St.

IN PHILADELPHIA!
WORKERS THEATRE ALLIANCE

Announces its Initial Performance of Three Plays
“A Slave with Two Faces,” Symbolic Play in One Act
“School Days,” Produced by the Junior Players Group

"The New Spirit,” A Play in One Act
will be shown at

Eagles Temple, Broad and Spring Garden Streets
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1925, at 8 P. M. Sharp

ADMISSION 50 CENTS—HaIf of the proceeds go to the International
Labor Defense.
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Communist Work in Co-operative Mass Organizations
By W. HANKA

TjX)R the Communist co-operative
work ot the Comintern sections

there are two conclusions to be drawn
from the estimate made of the politi-
cal situation, and from the lines laid
down for the development of Bolshe-
vist mass parties, by the enlarged ex-
ecutive of the Comintern (April, 1925)
First of all It is of the utmost im-
portance to recognize the necessity of
devoting f Intense attention, in the
Communist Parties, to the work of the
co-operatives. All Communists, with-
out exception, must become members
of the co-operatives, and must take
active part, and In an organized man-
ner, in all events relating to the co-
operatives, and in the solution of the
daily questions arising in co-opera-

•tive life. A second and no less Im-
portant aspect of the question relates
to the methods and starting points
of our practical activities In the co-
operatives, the tactics by which we

S are to win over the millions, organiz-
ed in the co-operatives for revolution-
ary At the 111, IV, and
V. World Congress It was already
pointed out that it is the duty of the
Communist Parties to devote adequate
attention to the co-operatives, and
during the present period of Bolshe-
vization, and of systematic building
up of our parties as real leaders of
the masses, this duty is placed more
emphatically in the foreground.

IN the theses issued by the execu-
tive, work among the existing mass

organizations is designated as the
, most essential prerequisite of Bolshe-

vization. Besides the trade unions,
with regard to which the enlarged
executive categorically declares that
the Communists have to work in them
even when they are in the hands of
arch-reactionary leaders, there are in
all countries huge co-operative organ-
izations, again mass organizations ot
the proletariat. The International
Co-operative Alliance ' (London)
alone comprises 100,000 co-operative
organizations belonging to 32 coun-
tries, affiliated to the alliance thru
their central unions. This involves
the enormous number of 50 million
members. We must wrest these many
millions from the hands of the re-
formist leaders! The slogan: "To the
masses!” must be realized in the
co-operative movement with our maxi-
mum of intensity, energy, and per-,
severance. We must endeavor to en-
list this gigantic organization of the
exploited, created in the course of de-
cades, in the united proletarian fight-
ing front against capital.

An intense fractional activity with-
in the co-operative organizations gives
us Communists the opportunity of
contact with strata of the working
class which we encounter neither in
the trade unions nor in the factories.
Thus, for instance, work in the co-
operatives ofTers the best possibility,
or may even be regarded as the first
premise, for really useful party work
among the proletarian housewives.

MANY- proletarian housewives, hav-
ing! learned by bitter personal

experience the necessity ot organized
opposition against the profiteering in
food practiced by the capitalists,
agaihst ;high prices and speculation,
join the co-operatives. But the so-
cial reformist managers of the co-
operative societies exert their utmost
endeavors to paralyze the fighting will
of these masses by the propagation
of illusions as to the possibility of
overcoming capitalism on peaceful
lines with the aid of the co-operatives
only, without the necessity of the re-
volutionary class struggle. To bring
light intp this obscurity with the torch
of Leninism, to sbhw the proletarian
housewives, gathered together in
these organizations in compact mass-
es and who are otherwise inaccessible
to us, the real task and means in the
struggle against capitalism, and to
lead them forward in this struggle—-
this is a duty imperatively incumbent
on the Bolshevist parties, and, one
which can no longer be postponed.

Besides the main masses of prole-
tarian members, we find in the 00-op-
erative societies of today various
groups from those strata of the petty
bourgeoisie which may be regarded
as possible allies of the proletariat in
the revolutionary struggle, tho at the
moment they may still he vacillating

irresolutely to and fro. The Leninist
tactics of recruiting allies for the de-
cisive revolutionary struggle of the
proletariat, culminating in the Soviet
Union in the magnificent success of
the unshakeable alliance between the
proletariat and the peasantry, will
have to be applied in a much higher
degree to the city population in coun-
tries where this is of greater decisive
Importance. We find all these petty
state and municipal officials, private
employes, artisans, technicians, etc.,
in the co-operatives.

STARTING with their most primitive
needs, with their daily cares, we

find here the opportunity of gaining
for the first time the ear of these
strata of the population for the voice
of the revolutionary proletariat, and
of convincing"them that, in the strug-
gle between capital and labor, it is to'
their own interest not to take part
against the proletariat, but to support
the working class, or at least not to
place obstacles in the way of the rev-
olutionary overthrow of capitalism.

Conditions are similar with respect
to the small farmers. The wide-
spread network of farmers’ co-opera-
tives is the main type of those eco-
nomic organizations of the peasantry
to which the Enlarged Executive has
directed the attention of the Commun-
ist Parties. The setting up of con-
crete Communist demands regarding
questions of taxes and credits, in
questions relating to the regulation of
land ownership, and in all questions
dealing with the daily vital interests
of the peasantry—questions which are
invariably on the agenda of these
peasants’ co-operative organizations
or can be placed on it—forms the best
possible opportunity of proving to the
largest strata of the rural population
the immensity of the antagonism be-
tween their real interests and the pol-
icy pursued by the capitalist big
agrarian state. Here, too, a consist-
ently carried out co-operative activity
affords the suitable opportunity, and
is the suitable medium, for the influ-
ence of the big land owners and the

.wnfi >
‘ ■ ;

lpriests, and for converting them into
the conscious allies of the proletariat.

THE first prerequisite for the thoro
utilization of the whole of these

advantageous possibilities for our pro-
letarian class struggle offered by the
co-operative societies is, it need
scarcely be said, for us to have ac-
cess to the co-operative meetings, con-
ferences, etc. The entry of Commun-
ists into the co-operative societies,
and the formation of fractions within
these societies, is thus an urgent duty.

With regard to the methods to be
pursued in Communist co-operative
work, the decisions of the Enlarged
Executive show the fundamental lines
laid down by the resolutions passed
by the organization bureau, and by
the co-operative section of the E. C.
C. 1., in October, 1924, to be entirely
correct and in no need of alteration.
The conditions of the present general
political situation, and the prospects
adduced to by the Enlarged Execu-
tive of a diminished speed of revolu-
tionary development, render it the
more urgently Incumbent on the Com-
munist Parties to apply the principle
of devoting attention to the current
questions of practical daily life to
work in the co-operatives.

If we put forward definite Commun-
ist demands and propositions with ref-
erence to the daily questions arising
in the co-operative movement, and in
its local, national and international
organizations, we shall be able to
make use of the immediate Interests
of the co-operative societies for show-
ing the masses of the members how
the gigantic apparatus of the co-op-
eratives could be developed Into an
effective means of defense against the
exploitation and starvation practices
of capital, and how the organization
of the workers’ consumers must work
hand in hand with the other organs of
revolutionary class war towards the
overthrow of the capitalist system, if
this organization is actually to fulfill
its purpose: The raising of the
standard of living among the people,
•V." hi »nwi i—- ■

and the bridling of the greed of tho
usurious capitalist*, who force up
prices.
TkASING our criticism on an accur-
-*-* ate knowledge and analysis of the
general economic situation, and of
the practical business conditions in
the co operatives, we must, in our
criticism of the leadership, show the
members that the reformist co-opera-
tive society interests which they pro-
fess to represent) that this bureau-
cracy, by working together with the
bourgeoisie during and after the world
war, is driving the co-operatives to
ruin, and delivering them over Into
the hands of banking capital.

The question of combatting usury
and high prices, acute In almost every
country at the present time, should be
specially raised in the co-operatives.
In place of co-operation with the bour-
geoisie, we must demand a fighting
alliancev with the trade unions and
factory councils. For in the first
place the economic power of the co-
operative is directly dependent upon
the purchasing powers of the work-
ing class, and in the second place help
form the trade unions and factory
councils is necessary if the co-opera-
tive societies are to succeed in hav-
ing their demands (freedom from tax-
ation, credit—control of private trade)
acceded to In a capitalist state. *

rnHE necessary conclusions to be
drawn for Communist co-operative

work from the decisions of the Ex-
ecutive are therefore as follows:

Join the co-operative societies!
To the masses of co-operative so-

ciety members!
Organize participation in the daily

life of the co-operatives!
Exercise expert criticism and make

definite demands!
Use the fight against high prices

and the struggle for existence as
starting points!

Get into contact with the trade
unions and factory councils!

Go forward from the current de-
mands of the co-operatives to the rev-
olutionary mass struggle,

and went to the other station. It is
difficult to distinguish the women
from the men: the same brand new
fur caps, the same kind of boots and
knapsacks on their backs. Those who
came to see them off keep pace with
them. Friends are wondering if our
comrades were given enough provis-
ions to last them for the journey, for
here is scarcity everywhere.

The big family, which we really are
was worrying about its dear ones, but
finally decided that everything that
was possible had been done. Then
ame the final good byes and parting

words, the last sound of music, and
the train has gone.

W*TH the feeling of having done
'* their duty those who stayed be-

hind vowed to keep the promise made
to those who had gone to the front—

to work hard for the reconstruction of
our devastated economy.

1905 Rebels Plan
Reunion Celebration

at 20th Anniversary
A celebration in memory of the 20th '

anniversary of the Russian revolution
of 1905 is being planned In Chicago
by old rebels of the 1905 revolution.

The revolution of that year awaken-
d the masses, it shook the throne of
he czar, but it was not strong enuf

to overthrow czarlsm and capitalism.
As a result of that, a terrible mass-
acre broke out, killing thousands' of
workers. Many were exiled to Si-
beria; some were more fortunate and
fled to other countries.

A conference of the old rebels who
are living in Chicago is being called
to organize a monster celebration for
the occasion. Old rebels are request-
ed to send their names and addresses
to the Chicago office of the Novy Mir,
1113 W. Washington Blvd., Chicago’
Illinois.

That worker next door to yon
may not have anything to do to-
night. Hand him this copy of {be
DAILY WORKER.

A PAGE FROM THE JOURNAL OF
A WOMAN COMMUNIST IN 1919

By Working Women's Organizer.

IT is 6.a. m., it is dark. I wake up as
if electrified. What is the matter?

Then the thought comes to me in a
flash. This morning we see out com-
rades off who are going to the front
—4B of our best, dearest and most ac-
tive comrades, who, full of enthusi-
asm, had volunteered to work for the
party which is near and dear to them.
They include also three youths of 15
and 14 years and three women.

Just as a mother parts reluctantly
with one child after another when
necessity demands, we considered
long and carefully the case of every-
one of these comrades—either mem-
ber of the factory committee or active
educationalist, or good agitator,' or
much valued expert—but It did not
occur to us that the best should be
kept back. No, we were determined
to give up those who were dearest to
us for Work over there where they
were needed more than here.

VERY solemn was the moment whfen
selection and deliberations of the

comrades had ended, and the chair-
man of the nucleus said the last part-
ing words to them. With shining eyes
and burning cheeks they went on their
errand, united and full of enthusiasm.
How determined and joyful sounded
our "Onwards comrades, onwards.”

I start running along the frozen
ground oblivious of my age, quicken-
ing my pace moved by the thought,
"I want to be, I must be with them.”
A horse is standing outside the club
laden with various baskets and sacks.
In the club there were already a good
few. workers and comrades full equip-
ped for their journey, and also those
who have come to see them off.
Seven a. m. was the hour appointed
for the meeting. Soon everyone will
be there.
A T the refreshment bar tea is ready

for those who are going away

and for who are seeing them off.
Everyone is in an elated mood. All
are there. The tea drinking is at an
end. The order to start is given and
the ranks are being formed in the
foyer of the club. They are drawn
up in a chairman of the nu-
cleus appears on the platform where
the band used to play and all eyes
are turned towards him.

And then he spoke with emotion and
yet powerfully and firmly: If there
were ever in Communist ranks waver-
ers or timid people, this speech would
ffave made heroes of them. But here
we had no waverers or timid people,
everyone was aflame with courage and
enthusiasm.
TN the dim morning light the snow
•/ which the sun rays tinged with red
and the Communist banner made spec-
ially for the comrades seemed in uni-
son with the feelings and frame of
mind of all those present. Such im-
pressions and experiences are worth
many a dull and colorless life.

The speeches and parting words had
come to an end. The International
was sung, the banner was unfolded
and floated majestically in the air.
rpHEN came the presentation oi the

banner, the Communist swearing
allegiance, the parade and the band
march, music.

They went awjy, proud, bold and
erect. The whole crowd followed
them to the station. There—indie
speeches and ovations from all the
organizations, The train is in sight.
The band plays the International. No
tears In the eyes of those who have
come to see them off. No tears, and
yet there was no one dearer to all our
hearts than these comrades who were
going away. We accompany them as
far as Moscow.
TT Is broad daylight. There is some
-*■ joking, but on the quiet, and we all
continued to be in a solemn mood.
We formed oorselvefe Into a column
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Statistical Background of the
(Continued from page 1)

approximately 40 per cent, or between
tom, and four and a half minion, are
propertyless workers. This is the
agricultural proletariat, the basic
stratum for the revolutionary move-
ment In the rural districts. It la, in
turn, due to historic and economic
differences, to be divided into many
Croups, each of which presents dis-
tinct problems; such as, (a) the
"hired hands" of isolated farmers,
more or less fixed as to residence,
very conservative and dominated by
the employing farmers almost com-
pletely (probaibly the largest single
group); (b) the Negro farm workers
of the sputhem cotton states, the
most submerged and exploited crea-
ture in America; (c) the wage work-
ers on “large scale’’ farms (not a
large group as yet, but growing fast-
er than any other group in agricul-
ture) ; (d) the migratory workers,
who follow the harvests, having no
fixed residence; (e) workers engaged
in agriculture in the summer and in-
dustrial pursuits in the winter (differ-
ing from the migratory workers in
having a fixed residence); (f) mem-
bers of the family of "farm owners”;
and so forth.

Os the total of 6,448,343 operators
of farm establishments in 1920, there
were 2,454,804 tenants as against 3,-
993,539 owners and managers. It Is
among the two and a half million
tenant farmers that will be found the
largest number of the semi-proletar-
ian elements, according to Lenin’s
classification. Almost one-third of
these are Negroes, in the south, num-
bering 714,441; many of the others
are former “owners” in the process of
being squeezed out of agriculture as
independent operators; the tenant
farmers, as a whole, while continu-
ously Increasing in number, occupy a
most unstable economic position,
which is more and more becoming a
disguised form of wage slavery. The
following table shows the constant
growth of tenantry in the United
States for the past 40 years:

Percentage of All Farms
1920 1910 1900 1890 1880Owners and %

managers ......61.9 63.0 64.7 71.6 74.4Tenants 38.1 37.0 35.3 28.4 25.6
The approximately four million

“owners" of farms present every vari-
ation of social stratification possible.
And it is only indirectly that we can
arrive at an approximation of the rel-
ative numbers of "poor,” “middle,”
and "well-to-do” farmers. The census
of the U. S. was not designed for the
purpose of bringing out the facts of
class division in this country.

It is possible to get some degree of
light on the question by an examina-

tlon of that great Institution of Ameri-
can private property, the "farm mort-
gage." The mortgage Is the first step
in the dispossession of the farm own-
er from his land, It Is the Invasion
of “outside capital" Into the domain
of the free and independent produc-
er. And there is no doubt that to a
large degree the extent and rate of
growth of farm mortgages in the Unit-
ed States is an indication of the num-
ber and rate of increase of poor farm-
ers in relation to the total farming
population.

In 1890, the first census report on
mortgages, the percentage of all
farms which were reported as free
from mortgage, was 70.9 per cent. In
the year 1900, this had fallen to
66.5 per cent. At the last census,
in 1920, only 62.8 per cent of all farms
were reported as free from mortgage.
Thus there is only slightly more than
2,000,000 farmers, of whom we can
definitely say that, in their over-
whelming number, they represent the
middle and well-to-do farmers of
America, who, with their families, con-
stitute the backbone of the bourgeois
social system in the rural districts
of America.

The first approximate classification
which must be made, in view of the
foregoing, in our efforts to develop
vhe fundamental groups within theagricultural population, would be as
follows:

Group in the Approximate Percentageyear of 192° Number of TotalWorkers 4,500,000 41Tenants 2,500,000 23Mortgaged farmers 1,800,000 16Full owners and
managers ......2,200,000 20

Approximate total 11,000.000 *IOOSize of Agricultural Establishments.
tiACH of the foregoing groups could

be analyzed with any degree of
exactness, only if data was available
for each group as to the size of the
undertakings, the various degrees of
'technical development as shown by
number of head of livestock, amount
of machinery, buildings, etc. Unfortu-
nately, such classified Information is
not available, so it will be necessary
to use another, indirect method, of
superimposing the classification by
size and technical development of all
farms, upon the classification by land
tenure.

The average number of acres in
each tenant-operated farm is 107.9
acres. This is almost exactly two-
thirds of the size of the average own-
er-operated farm, which is 162.2 acres.
There are approximately two and a
half million of these tenant-operated
farms of a little over one hundredacres average.

Size-groups of all farms (without
regard to tenure) with comparison of1880, 1910, and 1920, are as follows:

Agrarian Question in the U. S.
Number of farms Percent of total

Size group 1920 1910 1880 In 1920
Under 20 acres 796,535 839,166 393,990 12.4
20 to 49 acres 1.503,732 1,414,376 781,574 23.3
50 to 99 acres 1,474,745 1,438,069 1,032,810 2i»
10<t-io 174 acre5........ 1,449,630 • 1,516,286 18.9
176 acres and over.... 1,223,701 1,153,605 1,800,533 18.9

Total 6,448,343 6,361,502 4,008,907 100
The technical equipment of these

various size groups (leaving out the
group 175 acres and over as definite-
ly well-to-do farmers and requiring no
further analysis from us), is as fol-
lows:

!♦ . ,

capitalism) two millions; while the
well-to-do and rich farmers amount to
about two and a half millions.

These figures give us the barest ap-
X __

Average value per farm, by size, of technical equipment.
Buildings Machinery Live Stock

1920 1910 1920 1910 1920 1910
Under 20 acres $ 967 605 $146 56 $ 306 195
20 to 49 acres 827 474 193 76 434 270
50 to 99 acres 1,497 848 412 156 834 522
100 to 174 acres.... 2,245 1,182 712 241 1,414 869

Os the 800 thousand farms of 20 ♦ ...

acres and under, there could be very
few with more than two horses and
two cows (and if any swine, at the
price of a horse or cow). The value
of machinery allows of little more
than a few plows, harrows, cultivat-
ors, etc. When we come to build-
ings, however, we find the average
quite high, higher than that farms of
20 to 49 acres. The explanation of
this is without question that this class
contains a very large proportion of
middle or well-to-do farmers who do
not depend upon the produce of the
farm for a livelihood—who have, as
it were, partially retired, or who
have never been farmers in the full
sense. There must be a much lower
percentage of tenants in this size-
group than in the groups over 20 and
under 175 acres.

More than two-thirds of the total
number of farms are included the
groups 20 to 175 acres. It is from
this group that must come most of
the tenants and a large part of the
mortgaged farmers, with much the
heavier part of these poor-farmer ele-
ments coming under the class of 99
acres* and less. These latter terms
will in most cases have 2 to 3 horses
and 4 to 6 cows, while its stock of
machinery is still quite limited.

Tentative Estimate of Agrarian
Groups.

TjIROM the above we can make a
-*■ tentative estimate of the principal
groups, as containing landless and
propertyless workers, four and a half
millions; poor farmers (semi-prolet-
arian and practically propertyless)
two millions; middle farmers (econo-
mically in a dangerous position in
America, at this time, but formerly
the most “substantial” citizenry of

proach, the first faint sketch, of the
extremely complicated problems in-
volved lir agriculture in the U. S.
Compared with Europe, for example
the acreage of American farms seems
fantastically hjgh; but the size which,
in Europe, would indicate a rich peas-
ant, in America would quite as easily
indicate rent racked tenant or a land
poor mortgaged farmer. There Is
further, for example, the extreme spe-
cialization which has taken place in
American agriculture, which cuta the
country into quite distinct sections,
each dominated by a different set of
crops, different social conditions, dif-
ferent stages of technical develop-
ment, ownership, etc.

In spite of (or on account of) the
extreme productivity of American ag-
riculture, it Is true more clearly here
than in any other country, that capi-
talism never develops evenly and har-
moniously. American agriculture is
characterized by the most acute con-
tradictions, brot about by the inert
uneven development of agriculture as
compared with industry, uneven de-
velopment of different branches of
agriculture, uneven development of
agrarian districts, high degree of spe- '
cialization in some respects together
with a very low degree in others, the
accentuation and aggravation of so-
cial differences carried over from the
past (Negro problem, etc.), and a hun-
dred and one other factors which go
to mold the groups, 3ub-classes and
classes within the rural population
of America.

In the next article we will examine
the statistical outlines available lor
the several principal agrarian divi-
sions in the U. S. and the different
problems which they present.

| ] Youth Day on the Red Square in Moscow

Rykov, Zinoviev, Kalinin and Stalin granting the demonstration*
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Our First Communist Press Day
By J. LOUIS ENGDHAL.

rpHIS week has seen the passing of
the first International Press Day,

Sept. 21, held at the suggestion and
under the guidance of the Commun-
ist International.

Nothing could more clearly differ-
entiate the Communist press from the
capitalist, the social-democratic and
the so-called "trade union” press, than
the alms and the ambitions of this
Press Day.

• • •

Bolshevizing Our Press.
fTtHIS day was set aside as an ef-

fort in the struggle to Bolshevize
our press; to sharpen it to become
a more effective weapon in the class
war. This meant the clarifying of
its working class character; bringing
it into closer and still more intimate
touch with the workers at their plac-
es of toil. Special and most import-
ant stress was therefore, laid upon
contributions direct from worker cor-
respondents, not merely as a feature
of this special issue, but as an im-
portant daily aid in the editorial work
of our Communist newspaper.

The Communist daily, more and
more, seeks to imbibe itself ever
deeper in the daily life of the work-
ers, in order to be the better able to
fight labor’s battles.

On the other hand, however, we
find not only the capitalist press clos-
ed and in opposition to the workers,
but the same holds true for the social-
democratic, or "socialist,” as well as
the “trade union” press, in a varying
but equal degree. •

• • •

The “Friends of Labor.”

NOT that the capitalist newspaper
denies that it is a friend of labor.

It hypocritically insists, that it is his
best friend, advising the workers on
all occasions to desist from class ac-
tion for their own benefit. The strike,
however, always reveals this capital-
ist press in its true light, in away
that the workers can understand. But
all workers are not affected by strikes
■or-simflar'date conflicts, nor are any
workers on strike all the time. So
the anti-working class character of
the bosses’ press, that reveals itself
during these conflicts, is often too
quickly dimmed for the worker not
yet class conscious. Only the best
informed workers can quickly detect
in every article, .news and editorial,
the poisonous propaganda of these
enemy publications. The workers in
general have not yet learned that the
praise of these kept harlots of capi-
talism, that is being ao fulsomely
poured forth these days upon the
heads of conservative labor officials,
and in support of labor’s every reac-
tionary act, is the best testimony of
treason to labor and loyalty to labor’s
enemies. Yet increasing numbers of
workers must grow to realize this.

Some sections of the "Brass Check”
press have carried on deliberate and
well-planned campaigns to debauch
the workers; to win them away from
the building of their own class press.
This has been especially true of the
Hearst string of dailies and of the
so-called Scripps-Mcßae newspapers,
that boasted of their "labor editors,”
and of their "trade union columns.”
But these efforts were mainly to win
the favor of the trade union official-
dom as a means of betraying the
workers. The McNamara case, the
newspaper strike in Chicago In 1912,
and the more recent strike on the
Seattle, Wash., Post - Intelligencer,
have joined in effectively putting the
anti-labor stamp on William Randolph
Hearst, while the Scripps sheets have
been only a little less fortunate in
hiding their allegiance to those who
fatten off the workers.

* * •

CITY workers and farmers have also
had their bitter experiences with

the so-called trade union dailies, chief
among which were the Seattle Union
Record and the Minnesota Daily Star.
Those in control of the financing of
these publications put out the “Wel-
come” mat for the city and land work-
ers as long as they showed a willing-
ness to invest their meager earnings
in much lauded stock. The pretense
of a fight for the interests of the
workers and farmers was kept up as
long as it did not conflict with the
desires of the management, which

employed every possible capitalist
trick to make of these dailies profit-
able business enterprises. The In-
evitable result was the enslavement
of these dailies to big advertisers
with the ultimate and complete be-
trayal of its labor support. The fate
of the Seattle Union Record and the
Minnesota Star should show labor the
way of all so-called “trade union”
dailies.

• * *

TT took the "socialist” daily press a
-*■ little longer to travel the same
road. The “socialist" New York Call,
for instance, expired under a dose of
"popularization” administered to it by
New York trade union officials, with
the liberal aid of their treasuries, af-
ter it had surrendered all pretense to
any "socialist" character. The Mil-
waukee Deader, the "socialist” daily
edited by Victor Berger, lives today at
the whim of the big department store
advertisers of the Wisconsin metropo-
lis, to at least one of whom, Gimbel
Brothers, Berger openly apologized
lor having criticised it during the war
days. Berger's Milwaukee Leader
may now be said to be completely sub-
merged in the morass of capitalist I
journalism in the state of Wisconsin,
beyond the confines of which it has
ceased to have any influence.

* • •

T>UT one of the most revealing facts
about these dailies, that have car-

ried the labor label, is that they take
no interest in the great struggles of
the workers, outside of the casual
news interest, abetted by the custom-
ary capitalist news service report that
they receive. They have no policy to-
ward the important anthracite coal
strike; no definite stand to be taken
on the important conventions of the
railroad workers being held at Kan-
sas Cjty. Mo., and at Detroit, Mich.,
except to echo the reactionary pro-
grams of the official conservative re-
gimes, politically as well as indus-
trially.

On every field of battle, whether in
strikes or on the convention floor, it
is our Communist organ, the DAILYWiIJiKKR. that «<«es voice*tab the da-

mands of the militant rank and file,
struggling to make progress against
this combined host of enemies.

* * •

Even the Communist press is not
impervious to these diseases that be-
set and destroy the "socialist” and
trade union press. It is only thru the
most thoro Bolshevization that the
Communist press, especially the for-
eign-language Communist press that
is inherited from the "socialist" par-
ty, can fight off and rid itself of these
dangerous tendencies. One of the
tragic examples of this failure to sub-
mit itself to a thoro Bolshevization is
the case of the New York Volkszei-
tung, that was the voice of the Ger-
man workers in the "socialist” party
before 1919, but was since then and
until recently recognized as our Ger-
man Communist daily in the United
States. «

rpHE Volkszeitung never made a
serious attempt to throw off the

numerous social-democratic diseases
that beset it. As a result its strug-
gle for the workers was poisoned to
the point of ineffectiveness.

It might be well to cite a concrete
example. The Volkszeitung publish-
es columns of advertisements of
small businessmen. But even these
small businessmen come in conflict
with their workers, altho some of
them are looked upon as "good fel-
lows,” and others have been members
of the "socialist” party of long stand-
ing, even back in the old country.
Since some of them have done well,
they have contributed financially to
the Volkszeitung, as a memorial no
doubt, to their own past, but now dead
revolutionary activities. But even such
“good” bosses die, and the present
editorship of the Volkszeitung, that
calls itself Communist, must needs
pay them tribute, referring to one
especially who, “in spite of his sym-
pathy for the canse of the worker,
was not spared his struggles with
the workers.” It was this very boss, a
sausage manufacturer, who nearly de-
stroyed Butchers’ Union No. 174, in
New Yor| City, but the Volkszeitung
must needs pay him tribute, because

he had shown himself a "good fel-
low" with his plunder,

* * *

rpins tendency finds its expression
A in many ways, but usually In a
hopeless attitude toward everything
that the workers attempt.

The Volkszeitung showed It again
in Its editorial attitude toward the
present heroic struggles of the Chin-
ese. It belittled the efforts of the
Chinese as merely a nationalist at-
tempt that could not succeed. The
nationalist revolution was rejected as
no good, while it was pointed out that
the time had not yet arrived for the
Communist revolution. What alterna-
tive then, bnt continued and complete
submission? This is merely a thin-
ly veiled effort to keep up a pro-Bol-
shevik front thru philosophizing about
labor’s problems, instead of actually
entering into the struggles of the
workers.

• • *

It is the same disease that breaks
into full repulsireness when an edi-
tor, of one of our foreign-language
publications, for instance, declares
that it is not important to publish
the material sent to him by the na-
tional organization of our Workers
(Communist) Party, that it is more
important to give space to the "news”
notes of some semi-working class fra-
ternal organization with which It hap-
pens to be in close touch. Merely an-
other effort to dodge the open fight
for the workers led by our party, that
depends upon our press as its most
effective weapon.

* • •

Sept. 21, 1925, was set aside as a
day for the Bolshevization of our
Communist press. But the effort put
forth on that day must be renewed
every day thruout the year. This is
being done in tfie editorial rooms of
the DAILY WORKER, where the
voice of the working class, sounding
thru our worker correspondents,
grows ever clearer and louder. For-
ward to a year,of effective Bolsheviz-
ation that will build stronger our Com-
munist press.

The Lenin Party and the October Revolution
By N. KRUPSKAYA.

Seven years ago, at the height of
the imperialist war, the October Revo-
lution—the greatest of all revolu-
tions—shook tfie world.

Who made this revolution? The
Lenin Party alone?

Certainly not; the masses—the
workers and peasants—made it to-
gether with the party.

War, with its devastations and op-
pression, had made life intolerable to’
the workers and peasants and to the
soldiers who were drawn from these
sections of the population.

They Could not siana ft any longer.
To suppress the rising the govern-

ment deceived the people; the sol-
diers, workers and peasants were told
that they were fighting forth 9 defense
of their country, and thaf for such a
canse one must be ready to lay down
one’s life.
Lenin Party Echoed Workers’ Needs.

The Lenin Party opened the eyes of
the masses; it told them the truth and
nothing but the truth; it explained to
them the causes of the war and
showed them how capitalists and land-
owners are profiting by wars and are
using them for the enslavement of the
masses.

And in spite of all the efforts of the
capitalists, landowners and their lack-
eys to besmirch the Bolsheviks, to
make the maases believe that Lenin
was a German spy, the workers and
peasants realized that Lenin and the
Lenin Party spoke the truth.

The Lenin Party issued the slogans:
“Down with the predatory war,” “The
land to the working population,” "All
power to the Soviets.”

These slogans touched the heart of
every worker and peasant, for they
echoed their most intimate thoughts
and desires.

They saw that the Lenin Party was
standing up for their interests, and
the more their eyes wore opened, the

more they began to believe in Lenin
and his party.

Comrades, said the Lenin Party to
the workers, you cannot win unless
you have the support of the peasantry
and unless you make yourselves
worthy of the confidence of the latter.
Side by side with the peasants, you
are bound to win.

Comrades, said the Lenin Party to
the peasants, the workers will help
you to obtain peace and land and to
shake off the yoke of the landowners
and rural authorities. Follow it.

And the workers and peasants
joined forces; together they had suf-
fered from the oppression of landown-
ers and capitalists and the rule of the
nobility—and together they rose.

The Lenin Party did its utmost to
help them to their victory, and the
peasant and proletarian masses were
victorious.

In October they took power into
their own hands, and immediately the
decree concerning land and peace was
promulgated.

Fought Devastation.
And after October the Lenin Party

continued to defend the interests of
workers and peasants. Those were
difficult times. The Brest-Ldtovsk
Peace was made under very hard con-
ditions, but it rescued the country
from war. Capitalists and landown-
ers offered a fierce resistance to the
Soviet power, the power of the work-
ers and peasants. Foreign powers
helped the former in every possible
way. They wanted to help the Rus-
sian bourgeoisie to suppress the work-
ers and peasants who had rebelled, but
they were unable to do so.

The worst enemy with whom it was
most difficult to fight was—ruin and
devastation. The country had to make
great efforts and bring many sacrifices
in its struggle against this ruin and
devastation. But the Lenin Party did
everything it possibly could to help
the Soviets to overcome this ruin and
devastation, and one can see already

that they are in their death throes.
When Lenin was taken ill, the doc-

tors forbade him to work, to read
papers and to meet comrades. This
was very irksome to Vladimir Ilyitch.
And he frequently said:' “Can they
prevent me from thinking?” And he
thought night and day trying to find
ways and means to bring the working
and peasant classes nearer to com-
plete victory, to help them to over-
come all difficulties and to make their
lives bright and free from the fear
what the next day might bring.

Lenin's Last Articles.
When he was already bedridden,

and his right side was paralyzed, but
was still master of his speech, he dic-
tated to a stenographer his last arti-
cles. In these articles he urged his
party to continue to work in closer
union between the working and peas-
ant classes to improve our apparatus
and to work continually among the
masses in order to help workers and
peasants to organize their life, to be-
come more conscious and cultured, to
understand better their common Inter-
ests and to adopt gradually newer and
better collective forms of work—co-
operation.

Lenin’s Injunction to his party was
to continue to develop the October
work, and the Lenin Party means to
fulfill this injunction.

Locate Arctic Explorers
WASHINGTON, Sept. 25.—After 48

hours of worry because no communi-
cation could be established with the
Bowdoin, carrying Commander Donald
MacMillan, the Arctic explorer, the
airplane carrier Peary re-established
communication today, according to ad-
vices to the national geographic so-
ciety.

The Peary is now near Battle Har-
bor, Labrador, and the Bowdin is lying
in a cove off Greenland waiting for
the equinoctial gales to subside be-
fore trying to sail across Davis Straits
to Labrador.
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White Terror—A Weapon of Warlike Imperialism
By V. KOLAROV

rpHE white terror la gradually be-
coming the dominant system of

government In capitalist countries.
There Is not only the case In the

Balkans, where “democracy” was al-
ways the screen behind which the rul-
ing classes from time to time accom-
plished their usual vileness. In con-
tra-distinction to the past thi? screen
has now been removed and the bour-
geoisie publicly shoots down and
ei ects gallows for all those who in-
fringe their rule, fabricate false doc-
uments, burns and shamelessly pro-
vokes, and organizes wholesale de-
struction of their victims.

It is not only in the countries which
have experienced revolutionary up-

heavals during the post-war periods,
where the triumphant bourgeoisie be-
comes frantic at any sign of discon-
tent of the people—here capitalist
"civilization” is saved with the great-
est difficulty from the storm of “de-
structive forces” and is. guarded by
legions of spies and provocateurs, with
the aid of expulsion laws, courts, mass
arrests and shotings. The same meth-
ods find their echo in the countries of
classical "democracy” and of age-long
tradition of "freedom loving," and not
only in such countries al these. The
great European “democracies” which
only considered terror useful as a
means of paving the way to “civiliza-
tion” among the “low” races of the
colonies is no longer ashamed of try-
ing the same methods also on the
backs of their own peoples.

“PACIFIST” and “generous” France
-*• of Painleve and the “left bloc”

now engaged in the bloody African
adventure are becoming more and
more impudent in their mockery and
violence against the Communist Par-
ty, which is striving to hinder French
imperialism from suppressing the

freedom of a small nation. The gov-
ernment is taking stock in the ar-
senal of repression of the capitalist
powers and is taking down from dus-
ty shelves ancient “laws of excep-
tion” (les lois scelerates), prepares
new ones more adapted to its aims,
carries out arrests, searches and sen-
tences ... At the same time the
capitalist agents, by means of slan-
der, mud throwning aryl false doc-
uments are trying to create an at-
mosphere of hooliganism

The cradle of “political freedom”
and the country of all “civil benefac-
tors”, Great Britain does not lag be-
hind other countries under the con-
servative government. The “Zinoviev
letter" with which the imperialists
fooled the petty-bourgeoisie was the
first cowardly step. Fascist attacks
on representatives of the revolution-
ary movement, now becoming more
frequent, are also becoming system-
atic. The speedy revolutionizing of
the British proletariat also gives free
play to British imperialsm whch has
such extensve practice in India and
other colonies.
T)RIOR to the war the bourgeoisie

had no need of terrorist methods
for maintaining its authority and car-
rying out its policy. It felt itself
strong, and force, energy and self-
assurance were all that were needed
in those days. The bourgeoisie was
convinced of the stability of the fun-
dament of capitalist society; it was
therefore “democratic” and “pacifist”.
Its "humane doctrines” defended it
from the masses of the people. So-
cial democracy stood in the first ranks
of the fighters for brotherhood and
“international peace.” International
socialist congresses passed high
sounding resolutions against war, but
the governments were sure that these
threats would remain on paper and
thus convincedly and calmly began

preparing for a world onslaught.
After the war and the upheavals

that followed it, the world bour-
geoisie already had lost its “innoc-
ence.” It no longer hid its aggress-
ive. aims. Pacifism was transformed
into an out-of-date doctrine of whining
old women. • The capitalists were
openly preparing for new robbery and
adventure. The imperialist thieves,
prepared for new bandit attacks and
compelled their vassals to submit to
their conductors baton. These vassals
are the little thieves who cynically
hawk the only goods that are left in
their hands—the blood ond flesh of
their robbed and ruined peoples. In
Morocco, the French imperialists are
n imperialist team of the whole world

oppressing the Riff peasants. In China
an Imperialist team of the whole world
headed by the British lion is tearing
into shreds the living body of 400
million people. In India and Egypt
they want to silence the savage wails
of the revolting slaves by blows of
the capitalist whip.
T>UT the most intense hatred is

being concentrated against the
Union ofvSSoviet Republics. Under
the trade mark of "the anti-Bolshevik
bloc” a blockade of the great workers’
and peasants’ statq is being effected
and a general attack against it is
being prepared on the part of all
forces of capital and reaction.

However, these adventures of the
imperialists from which they will gain
but one compensation, are being met
with the open oppSlition of the
masses. The revolutionary convul-
sions, which the whole capitalist
world has experienced, ana the
victory of the revolution in Russia in
particular, have left deep traces, on
the consciousness of all toilers. The
latter are on the watch everywhere,
and are everywhere becoming rest-
less; the social patriots no longer re-
main the unlimited inspirers of their

thought. And altho the masses, by
dint of custom, continue to fill their
ranks to this very day, these masses,
as has been showed by the events in
France, are by no means displaying
any readiness to follow them their
treachery. Moreover, in every country
a front line detachment of the. revo-
lutionary movement—the Communist
Party—has been formed, and its in-
fluence on the workers and peasants
is becoming more and more extensive
and profound. The ruling classes can
no longer carry on their predatory
policy in peace and quietness, firmly
guarding the traditions of "liberalism”
and “democracy”. They feel the ne-
cessity to adopt new principles in
their methods of government more
appropriate to the times, and are
therefore willingly adopting fascism.
I am not of the opinion that in the
event of extreme necessity they will
not renounce even Zankovism . .

.

The brutalization of the Balkans is
one of the stages of degeneration of
capitalist culture after the world war.
rpHE white terror aims at terrifying
A the masses of the people, break-
ing down their resistance, reinforcing
the wavering power of the predatory
bourgeoisie and facilitating the reali-
sation of their plans of conquest.

Will the bourgeoisie succeed?
It might meet with certain partial

and temporary successes. It might
even set alight once more a world
conflagration. But it will never suc-
ceed in finally suppressing the revolu-
tionary movement and in saving its
own rule. The hellish tortures to
which the white terror is subjecting
the proletarian masses, and the in-
numerable victims which it is claim-
ing from them will have but one
result: it will drum into the conscious-
ness of the toiling masses that their
historic role is not only to bury cap-
italism but also to be revenged on the
hangmen.

Developing the Activity of Shop Nuclei
ARTICLE EIGHT

By MARTIN ABERN.
“TT is not necessary,” writes Zino-

-*■ viev, “to write long theses, but to
start from the most simple things, to
follow the prescription of this work-
ingman, first to gather together four
men, then another four men and then
distribute the work among these. This
is Leninism and the practical organ-
ization of the work.”

The chief lession we learn in the
attempts thus far to organize shop
nuclei in Chicago and elsewhere is the
hesitancy to carry on actual work of
some sort in the shop. The tendency
is: “First let us learn more about
the plan.” Our slogan, however, may
be: “Education thru organization and
activity of the shop nuclei.” There
are many things which every shop
nucleus, small or large can set itself
to accomplish and take up at once.
FRST, gather together all the com-

rades, from language and English
branches, who work in the same shop
—and then get them acquainted with
each other! Make it a sort of get-
to-gether of party members.

Second. Elect a group of officers,
secretary, literature agent, industrial
organizer, nucleus executive and de-
cide certainly to meet regularly and
often.

Third. At the nucleus meeting, as-
sign every member a task, no matter
how small or apparently unimportant.

Fourth. At a second meeting, hold
a discussion on conditions in the shop
and how to remedy them: wages,
hours, unionization, “bulldozing” fore-
man,. conditions of production, etc.
Organizing the Work of the Nucleus.

Gradually, as the comrades get to
know and have confidence in one an-
other's ability, etc., and have discuss-
ed shop and party problems, and other
matters of interest to them, ideas and
plans for conducting party work in
the shop will flow from every com-
rade.

The Nucleus Builds Our “Daily”

WE must get the DAILY WORKER
to the fellows in the shop,” says

Get Ready for Reorganization
THE Organization Department has announced its plan to mobilize

the membership for the reorganization of the party into shop
nuclei and international branches.

During the conduct of this campaign to reconstruct our party, a
series of articles on organizational questions is being printed in every
organ of the party. Questions and problems confronting our mem-
bers in the rebuilding of the party will be answered and analyzed in
the DAILY WORKER by Comrade Jay Lovestone, head of the Organ-
ization Department, and other party members.

The DAILY WORKER has also established a special section for
the Organization Department. In this section there is being printed ar-
ticles on the progress of the organization campaign, the experiences of
the comrades in the work of organization, and letters and reports
from comrades giving their experiences in carrying on the party’s
activities thru the shop nuclei.

These articles will be riving articles, and of intense interesL
Watch these columns closely.

one comrade. A plan is worked out
whereby comrades approach other
workers, either in the shop, or at their
homes, and give or sell them the
daily, or it is sold at the gate. Plans
are laid to get subscribers.

Months later. "The DAILY WORK-
ER needs money if it is to live,” reads
a communication from the National
party office to the shop nucleus. The
nucleus considers. A meeting is pall-
ed, perhaps on pay day. A collection
from the members or a day’s pay is
donated right on the spot. Comrades
suggest: let’s approach other fellow
workers in the shop who read the
DAILY WORKER for donations. This
is done. A good sum is sent to the
DAILY WORKER. Reports show that
nearly every shop nucleus in Chicago,
Oary, Southern Illinois, and the rest
of the district made a donation in the
present DAILY WORKER drive.

The nucleus considers more care-
fully. Other party literature, leaf-
lets, pamphlets, papers, are brot to
the shop, placed in various spots,
where workers can get them. Every

member of the nucleus is given the
duty of discussing working class
problems with some worker in the
shop; to visit him at his home; to, in
time, get him to join the nucleus.

Getting Into the Struggles of the
Workers.

AAINE operators and the faker Far-
rington are trying to railroad

militant coal miners to prison on a
trumped np conspiracy for murder
charges. The nucleus meets. These
fighting miners, upon whom depends
the life of the progressive miners’
movement, must be saved. Moral and
financial support must be given these
men. Maybe other workers in the
shop already know what "railroading”
and “rats” on the Job mean. They
want to help but don’t know how.
Our comrades quietly circulate lists
of the International Labor Defense,
striving to defend the Zelgler miners.
Money is raised on a defense issue,
which nearly always strikes a re-
sponse among workers. A basis is
laid for organizing an I. L. D. branch
on the job, secretly or openly as con-1

ditions permit. The workers learn to
understand better what these Com-
munists are. They are brot a little
closer to the Workers (Communist)
Party.

Perhaps the shop is a union shop.
The nucleus meets to take up the
problems of the various local unions
in which they belong. They are, of
course, in the party fractions in the
unions. They bring to the fraction
meetings opinions and problems
grasped from job conditions. They
consider ways and means of bringing
the issue of the big anthracite strike
before their local union and to get sup-
port for it. That may strike home at
once. v*

Maybe, if the union is much more
awake, tho abstract, to the union, the
problem of imperialism, is brot up,
and it is found to mean, among other
things: Get the marines out of China!
We don’t want the American youth
slaughtered to make gold and „

get
concessions for Rockefellers and
Morgans! A resolution is passed and
sent to Washington, etc.

The Labor Party Is Heard Os.

INFLECTIONS are on. Whom shall
we vote for? Ask the workers in

the shops. Our shop nucleus meets.
The plan, program, and campaign out.
lined by the Central Executive Com-
mittee, for a labor party, are before
them. Daring lunch time, our com-
rafles engage systematically in argu-
ment and discussion with fellow work-
ers on the question of the republican
and democratic parties, what have
they ever done for the workers; on
the LaFollette movement, the aim of
the Workers (Communist) Party, the
role of Wall Street, capitalist, gov-
ernment, etc. What do they think
abont their union “going Into poli-
tics?” Our comrade leaves a leaflet,
“For a Labor Party,” In their hands,
The workers’ minds, for the while at
least, dwell on politics.

And so on endlessly are problems and
Issues bound to arise In the shop
nuclei. They will solve them if they
will understand that: The way to
start is to begin.
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The Presentation of Proletarian Films
ARTICLE IV.

The Presentation of Proletarian Films

PRODUCTION alone does not over-
A come all the obstacles to the use
of proletarian film by the labor or-
ganizations. A difficulty equally grave
with that of production is the question
of exhibition possibilities: the ques-
tion: “How can we bring our pro-
letarian films before the broad
masses?”

This problem is unfortunately no
easier, (and in certain countries even
harder), than the problem of creat-
ing the films. The state, with its
bourgeois administration, has sur-
rounded also this field with a veri-
table barbed wire entanglement, lest
its monopoly be broken thru and at-
tacked on any side. The most im-
portant and most significant means in
the hands of the bourgeois govern-
ment against the presentation of re-
volutionary films is the censor. All
capitalist countries have an extremely
strict and sharp film censorship, that
is much stricter than existing press
or dramatic censorship. Censorship
regulations are put forward on the
ostensible ground of protecting "good
taste,” for saving the youth from the
evil influence of bad film's, and other
Jesuitical excuses. In truth, as is
proven by the actual practice of the
censors, its function is first of all to
establish political control of all mo-
tion pictures.
A S examples we can cite the atti-

tude of German film stations, of
which there are several, in Berlin,
Munich, etc. While the censors pass
all films containing outspoken, base-
faced monarchist propaganda, they re-
ject categorically pictures of prole-
tarian tendency. It is demanded that
in a Russian film the scene showing
soldiers taking their oath be eliminat-
ed because one sentence pledges the
recruit to defend socialism with his
life. Censorship is today one of the
greatest obstacle to the presentation
of proletarian revolutionary films.

But even after these troubles are
fortunately overcome there bobs up
another, namely, the economic difficul-
ties of presentation. Most countries,
to nuture their own film industry,
now impose heavy import duties and
other restrictions against foreign
films. So, also, Germany in 1924 ruled
that only German producing firms
could import foreign productions.
Since naturally, no working class or-
ganization possessed its own studios
they would be barred from the use
of Russian films, were it not possible
thru various by-ways to attain them.
Similar restrictions prevail in almost
all countries.

But even with the extraordinary
good fortune to obtain the films with
the aid of a commercial film company,
andean top of this to get it thru the
censors, then comes the question,
“What shall we do with this finally
imported and released picture?” “In
what manner can we now bring it be-
fore the general public, before the
broad masses of workers and peas-
ants?”

tHE normal way chosen by commer-
cial film concerns is that of the

big film exchange. In every country
on earth there are these big exchang-
es which supply the market with its
films. All principal exchanges are
interlocked with the major production
units and more or less dependent up-
on them. Hence it is understandable
that the entire question of film rental
is viewed from the angle of profit,
and that the choice and distribution
of films is made solely upon this bas-
is. In recent years the leading film
companies of Germany, as the Ufa,
etc., have embarked upon the policy of
owning or controlling the theaters
in all principal cities and villages.
Ufa thus compels the optiences to
view its own productions and those of
its subsidiaries. In Berlin alone Ufa
now has twenty theaters, as many as
Ashinger has saloons.

It is unnecessary to show all the
other difficulties connected with the
commercial exchanges. Sufficient to
state that only in extremely rare in-
stances, in exceptional circumstances,
is it possible to distribute pictures of
proletarian or revolutionary tendency
thru the commercial exchanges.

WE must therefore, discover an-
other way in which to bring the

Russian films out of the storage vault
and actually before tho broad masses.
Many are the means by which this
can be done and we will briefly con-
sider some of them.

Ilt is possible for workers' or-
* ganizations possessing proletari-

an films to make contact with small
theaters in single cities, and to show
them there. Not yet have all small
theaters been gobbled up by the trust.
Especially in the provinces are there
numbers of small and relatively inde-
pendent theater owners. It is possible
to make contact with them and to
book working class films occasionally.
The German I. W. A. did this success-
fully in the Rhein district and in cen-
tral Germany. This method is parti-
cularly promising in industrial sec-
tions, or also in cities and villages
as in Czecho-Slovakia or France,
where the Communist Party wields
considerable influence or is perhaps
actually in control of the local ad-
ministration. In many cases this has
been successful. But it is not the
basis for extravagant hopes, at most
perhaps 8 per cent of the theaters
can be approached in this way. All
the remainder are served exclusively
thru the big film bureaus tightly
bound by long-term contracts.
O Other means must therefore, be

found to actually bring the films
before the broad masses, and despite
all obstacles and administrative and
organizational difficulties, the method
of direct ariwngements is as yet the
most promising. This is the method
used by the I. W. A. in the United
Stales. In New York, Chicago and
other principal cities theaters were
rented for periods of a day to more
than a week, and with typical large-
scale American publicity methods, the
proletarian Russian films were shown.
The first films, among them “Russia
Through the Shadows,” proved a sen-
sation and achieved tremendous agi-
tational success. Hundreds of thou-
sands of workers have seen these
films, and thw financial surplus of
125,000 can be cited as an added fa-
vorable result. But after* the first two
pictures the sensation waned, inter-
est flagged, and financially and agi-
tationally the success was less.

Similarly, the British I. W. A's ex-
perience; during the last year’s labor
party congress they ran several Rus-
sian films in a rented theater in Lon-
don. Agitationally, they met with ex-
cellent success, altho financially tho
result was less satisfying.

Under this method of showing our
pictures in rented theaters there re-
main a large measure of possible con-
flicts with theater owners who try
to enforce personal censorships, high
rents, dependence upon dates set sole-
ly by the owner, etc. The method in-
augurated by the I. W. A. in Germany,
France and Czecho-Slovakia seems to
me to be the one applicable and best
O In Germany and in France, the

I. W. A. decided to organize its
lilin activity lpdependent of the bour-
geois exchanges or theaters. In both
countries the I. W. A. Central Com-
mittee decided in the beginning to
purchase several motion picture film
projectors. This is a measure strong-
ly recommended to all working class
organizations. Our own apparatus
makes us Independent of the theater
and of question of show places. In
recent years apparatus has been per-
fected to such an extent that one can
show pictures in any available room
irrespective of electrical facilities or
sources of power. What makes this
apparatus particularly valuable to the
Communist Party is the possibility of
projection in the open air, making
feasible its use in times of election
campaigns or other major activity in
night meetings in the market square
to complete and support the address-
es of the speakers.

According to all experiences, gath-
ered thru years of activity in this
very film propaganda, the provision of
our own apparatus must be advise*
as a condition precedent to effective
and successful film propaganda. II
is Important that a good-conditioned,
technically adequate projector be run
by a dependable projectionist whose
work, rendered real enthusiasm, as a
party member, is a special party pro-

pagandlst activity of great Import-
ance.

IT would he a mistake ta aamnte
that the mere ownership at appar-

atus guarantees the success at every
proposed showing. For this a whole
series of other conditions are requi-
site. Showings in the big ettfos, the
headquarters of the organisation, are
relatively easy and inexpeaslve to
book. It becomes more difficult to In-
vade the provinces, where this form
of work is most needed, and where It
is much more effective than in the
metropolis, where the workers are
spoiled by the high-class trust thea-
ters. These showings must be pain-
stakingly prepared and organized far
in advance. Experience indicates that
film tours* in given districts often fail,
when, for instance, the Berlin head-
quarters decides upon a two weeks’
tour in the Rhine, the final results
are unsatisfactory, about half of the
dates fall thru because halls cannot
be obtained, because no propaganda
is made, etc.

Despite the overhead costs bound
up in this method, the I. W. A. of Ger-
many has decided to arrange all show-
ings direct from Berlin, instead of
leaving It to the various districts. It
was always planned, of course, to
properly arrange the tours to cut trav-
eling and other costs to a minimum.
But the present total inexperience of
our comrades in the use of film pro-
paganda makes It necessary to ar-
range at least the first showings di-
rect from headquarters.

A FURTHER difficulty is that the
comrades, particularly of the

smaller villages, do not have the
nerve to put an effective, really at-
tractive advertising campaign. They
cannot bring themselves, in their pub-
licity, to call, even to-shout, which
is indispensible in the winning of
masses to our shows. In the district
paper there would be a screaming
half-page advertisemet for Harry Piel
or Henry Porten, and down below,
made up like an obituary or a vege-
table peddler notice, the invitation of
'a labor organization calling workers
to a proletarian film show. It is, there-
fore, necessary to provide colorful
posters for every single showing, that
the entire publicity scheme and ma-
terial be worked out in advance with
definite instructions to the commit-
tee: Notice on the 11th, Advance ad
on the 13th, posters, handbills, etc.,
on the 14th. Only in this way is it
possible to avoid that of eight pro-
jected showings only 3 actually take
place. If, on the other hand, these
necessary provisions are made one
can reckon that 90 out of every 100
showings will be a success, as our
experience in Germany has actually
proven.
TTUNDREDS of showings have been
■A*- arranged by the I. W. A., drawing
thousands of patrons and for the most
part, overfilled halls. An effective
complement to the film can be a
musical program, choral societies or
spoken choruses, used especially in
certain cities in connection with the
“Lenin's Warning.” A combination of
our half-year running Red Revue of
Berlin with a good film would result
in an unprecedented success.

In France the I. W. A., In consi-
deration pi railroad schedule difficul-
ties, has equipped a fully-equipped
movie caravan that travels from vil-
lage to village and gives Its showings.

Another word to to th* finsiniMl
aids of film showing*. Most tenures
were earned hr the ttmtdtty at oar
comrades in tho matter at edtrutlain*
expenses. Tills Is absolutely wrong.
Only those showings are profitable
that draw mass attendance. For a
proletarian film showing the admis-
sion price must necessarily be lower
than that of their competing movie
theaters. The consequent loss of re-
venue must be made up by Increased
attendance. And mass attendance Is
achievable only thru widespread,
striking, screaming advertising. There-
fore In the arrangement of our show-
ing it is unwise to stint, rather to
plunge a little to reach all local In-
dustries and the street public as walk
Sums spent for this purpose will un-
doubtedly come back thru the increas-
ed attendance.

UNTIL now only the I. W. A. cr-
ganizations In America, Czecho-

slovakia, France and Germany have
carried out this film propaganda on
an extensive scale. In other countries,
Holland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark,
Switzerland, Austria and various over-
sea countries only single films have
been presented. It is the task of all
Communist Parties and organizations
to exploit the propaganda potentiali-
ties, and to ascertain in their own
land the best technical and organiza-
tional possibility' for the carrying out
of this film propaganda. Our pres-
ent report can only give examples
from our past experience.

The Walden
Book Shop

307 Plymouth Court
(Between State and Dearborn

Just South of Jackson)
CHICAGO

Famous Russian Poet

Mayakovsky
i

will speak on

Russian Literature and
- Poetry

Friday, Oct. 2
at TEMPLE HALL,

Cor. Van Buren and Marshfield.
CHICAGO

Admission 60c
.A . ,

Beginning at 8 p. m.
Mayakovsky will speak In Russian.

i

In Detroit!
A LECTURE BY

MAYAKOVSKY
RUSSIAN POET JUST ARRIVED FROM RUSSIA..

SUBJECT:

“NEW RUSSIAN LITERATURE’’
HOUSE OF THE MASSES,

corner St. Aubin, Detroit, Mich.

Wednesday, September 30, 8 P. M.
8


