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THE BIRTHDAYS OF GEORGE WASHINGTON AND ABRAHAM LINCO
'ST REPUBLIC OF THE UNITED STATES—ARE CELEBRATED THIS M
OF CAPITALISM'S YOUNGER DAYS ARE ENVELOPED IN A SEMI-RE
CAPITALIST SYSTEM WHICH IS NOW OLD AND DECAYING,
TIONARY. REVOLUTION NO LONGER BELONGS TO CAPITA

CAPITALISM.

LN—THE TWO GREAT HEROES OF THE CAPITAL-
ONTH. THESE TWO REVOLUTIONARY LEADERS
LIGIOUS MIST AND USED AS SYMBOLS OF THE

AND BRUTALLY, POWERFULLY, MURDEROUSLY REAC-
LISM BUT TO THE PROLETARIAT WHICH WILL DESTROY

George Washington the “Father”

By ROBERT MINOR.
{EORGE ‘WASHINGTON was the
Father of our Country.”

“Abraham Lincoln was the Savior

of the Union.”

The birthdays of these two great
figures of American history are about
to be celebrated. All of the banks and
stores and some of the factories close
on these days, and the  industrial
workers and .white eollar slaves are

turned loose to celebrate. Big politic-

ians talk and a great deal of propa-
ganda is made for this most powerful

of all bourgeois republics on these

bii'thdays of its “Father” and its
“Savior.”

Do you ever stop to think what is
behind these words “Father” and
“Savior”? Immediately we. recall of
the old religious jargon of “God the
Fither*-and “‘Jesus Christ the Savior.”
Is there aay ‘connection, -or.is” it only
an accident that. Washington was cal-

led the “Father” (of our ‘country) and

- that Lincoln is called ‘the “Savior” (of

the uniom)? Yes there -is at least a
shadowy connection. All conecepts of
rehgxous systems—all ‘images -of
heavenly government W1th ‘god on his
throne ‘and Jesus and the angels
grouped about—all images of heaven-
ly dynasties that have ever existed—
are merely imaginary reproduction of

the social systems on earth among
real men, with the king or master and
the privileged ruling class.

And this image seems to be refleet-
ed back from the clouds to the earth
again, to envelope in semi-mystic glory
the “Father” and the “Savior” of this
capitalistic republic.

But why were these particular men,
George Washington and Abraham Lin-
cdln, chosen to be the national demi-
gods?

‘Who was George Washington?

There have been many efforts by
critical writers to show that Washing-
tion was merely an ordinary land-thief
and speculator-—a sharp, greedy, land-
ed aristocrat and owner of many black
slaves who never closed his eye to the
chance to make a few dollars. In re-
cent ;times, many. efforts among the
petty- bourgeoxs ‘iconoclasis to show in
a timid way that Washingtén “danced
all night, flirted with women and liked
to drink wine;” have .caused little
tempests of scandal. ;

For the intelligent Ambrlcan work-
ing class all of this.is self-evident, and
unimportant.-
was & land specnlator a slave driver,
a money grabber,
and a chaser of women., We know that
simply because we know that George
Washington was the best possible ex-

Of course Washington

a dmnker of wine |

pression of
which made the American revolution
of which he was the chief; . All the
business of life out of which wealth
was accumulated. consisted of land
speculation, trading in general, slave
driving on southern plantations, 'and
the earlier beginnings of :wage slave
driving in manufacturing, out of these
sources, and nowhere else, came- the
greatness of that time, amd’ George
Washington was great -among hlS
kind. .

But the explanation of George
Washington is much more Jmportant
than that.

There had come a tlme when the
contradictiong in the colonial system
of Great Britain could nc longer be
held in check. Every where in the
most advanced portions of contirental
Europe the fast growing bourgeois
class was ferrrienting and: creating a
revolutionary opposition to the old ab-
solute monarchies.

In the thirteen little colomes of
QI*eat Britain clinging to the eastern
coast-of the American continent, these
contradictions ~developed ‘to an ex-
treme degree. In a certain sense, this
colonial system on the American con:
tinent was the “weakest link” in the
system of world economy at the time.

The American colonial trading

‘bourgeoisie and slave owning aristo-

the dominant classesV

of fighting in the backwoods.

¢rats had grown so powerful as to
already feel that they no longer re-
quired the military protection of Eng:
land. The war between England and
Frange in whxch took the American
form - of ‘the -so-called “French and
Indian war” had developed the milit-
ary: capamty and the eonﬁdence of
the Amencan colomalﬂwealthy classés.

In this war George Washington wa.s
developed into a man- of military ex-
perience, . Washington Was far. from
being--a weak figure. . Appointed . .a
colonel when a mere boy of 23, George
showed gualities that were to be use—
ful in hlS revolutionary part:later on.
He was with General Braddock when
the British forces were disastrously
defeated by the French and Indians.
In this defeat George, as commander
of the colonial irregular troops, . is
said to have done fairly well in sav-
ing the regulars from annihilation.
But in doing so he learned a great les-
son in:the weakness of the methods of
the classic military school of Europe
for application under the conditions
This
lesson Washington was able later to
extend into a greater lesson——one that

is good even to this day—that the

military science undergoes a. deep
change in the conditions of revolution-
ary eivil warfare,

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1).

ThHe clashes between the legitimate
government and the dissatisﬁed'pro-
pertied classes had come to the point of
violent skirmishes, To meet the needs
of the situation, and to protect their
efforts to evade the custom laws of
the govei'nixxent——evasions which are
c.orrectiy called smuggling—the mer-
cantile classes of the American gov-
ernment formed a secret, under-
. ground, armed organization under the
_name of the minute men.

Many conferences of the wealthy
“colonials took place, eithrer secretly
or in places out of reach of the gov-
ernment. These conferences became
more and-more open. The general
- opinion was not in favor of secession
from Great Britain, but for organized
resistance against the enforcement of
the laws which touched the pocket-
books of the colonials.

But the isolated complaints against
the government’'s actions inevitably
flowed together and took an ideologic-
al form. In France -the bourgeois
thinkers were putting the complaints
of the bourgeoisie agalnst the mon-
archy. into ideologicai form with a
philosophy of republicanism. Free-
dom of trade was needed, equality of
merchants and. manufacturers with
the decadent nobles, fraternal soli-
darity of the bourgeois for the shap-
ing of national institutions—and these
material needs were translated into

_the political slogans, “Liberty, Equali-
ty, Fraternity!”

The French bourgeois revolutionary
ideology seeped into all corners of the
world and helped to crystallize and
clarify the purposes of the bourgeoise
everywhere. French thot became an
inspiration to the comparatively

. meagre intellectual circles of the Brit-
ish colonies in America. Elegant mas-
ters of great slave estates, such as
Thomas Jefferson, sat and enthused

. over (and plagiarized) French pamph-

lets on “Liberty, Equality and Fra-
ternity.” :

George Washington seemed rather
immune to the philosophical side of
it, perhaps partly because he had very
little- education, reading was hard
work for him, and for any finished
writing he had to have assistance.
Nevertheless he was a good revolu-
tionist in his way and caught some of
the spirit of his time. '

Washington attended as a delegate
to the first Continental Congress in
1774, where he made no speeches and
generally gave the impression of be-
ing. rather “dumb”—-but he showed
some understanding of coming events,
for when he did open his mouth it was
to say that “blood will be spilled.”

As events moved forward more to
action and less to oratory, Washing-
ton played a more distinct part. The
second continental congress came to-
gether in March 1775, and here George
served very capably on committees
for fortifying New York, for collect-
ing ammuaition, raising money, and
for working out rules for a revolution-
ary army. Otherwise he did little but
to strut about in the  only military
uniform at the congress. This is more
significant than it sounds. Under the
conditions of the time, it was by no
means certain whether the wealthy
leaders of the different colonies were
really going to hang together in the
fight resistance to the government. It
was not yet decided that a revolution-
ary war for independence would be
undertaken. The fighting was going
on in Massachusetts, and the com-
mercial bourgeoisie of that colony was
not sure that the slave colopies would
come into the fight and stand together
with them. John Adams, fhe leader of
the Massachusetts delegation to the
congress, wanting to ensure the agree-
ment of the leading southern colony
with the northern merchants, made
the shrewd motion that the appoint-
ment as military commander be given

to the Virginia leader, George Wash-
ington. ) '
_ The appointment of Washington was
agreed upon. George Washington was
well started to become the “Father of
the Country.”

He was a capable insurrectionary
leader, driving the British army out
of Boston for John Adams’ merchant
clique, - and then plunged into prepa-
rations for further fighting,

On July 4, 1776, came the famous
meeting at Independence Hall in Phi-
ladelphia, where the Declaration of
Independence was signed. The revolu-
tion from then on took the form of
open, armed insurrection, a ecivil war
for-the complete overthrow of the gov-
ernment on American soil. .

A combination of circumstances
were favorable to the revolution. Eng-
land was involved in a much bigger
war with the French empire and com-
munication with-the scene of the col-
onial war was slow and difficult. Eng-
land gave up the siruggle—the revolu-
tion had won,

The American revolutionary war shot
2 great flame into the sky—a flame of
revolutionary reality, which was seen
in all countries where the bourgeoisie
groaned under feudal restrictions. It
gave acceleration to the fast develop-
ment of the great French revolution
which broke out within a decade, the
successful slave revoiution in Haiti,
and the Napoleonic wars which open-
ed the continent of Europe to modern
bourgeois production. It is little to
be wondered that its ablest leader in
action should stand out big in history.

But Washington hadn't yet finished
his job of becoming the “Father of his
Country.”

Within a few months after signing
the peace with England the American
big landlords and merchants turned
about and with brutal force suppress-
ed the small farmers who looked for
something for themselves out of the
revolution as against the exploitation
by the big land lords and city mer-

chants. The class struggle of the
small farmers showed frightening pos-
sibilities to the wealthy classes, and
the chaos of economic breakdowm
thruout the colonies seemed hopeless.

At the same time in the state of
Georgia where the slave population
vastly outnumbered the white ruling
class, an insipient slave revolution
was considered to be at the point of
outbreak.

The revolutionary ferment had gone
further than the “revolutionary fath-
ers” wanted it to.

A unitying force and symbol had
to be found. There was a serious
movement, more or less secret, for

the unification of the thirteen colonies.

under a king. A German prince was
to be imported as the founder of an
American dynasty, Many of the Am-
erican “revolutionary fathers” were
involved in this movement. If this
movement had succeeded, George
Washington would never have been
known as the “Father of the Country,”
but some German prince would have
become the “Father of the Country.”

The common danger drove together
the leading figures of the propertied
classes of the-thirteen states. Again
they assembled in 1787 at Philadel-
phia in a long secret conference which
had for its purpose the solution of the
erigsis. This conference resulted in the
adoption of the constitution of United
States which for its first time de-
clared an end to the separate national
existence of the thirteen states and
declared all to constitute a single na-
tion united under the name of the
United States of America,

The final solution of the question of
civil government had been reached.
The idea of the German prince was
laid aside and George Washington
was selected as the best unifying
figure to hold the torm little country
together.
president. ;

. "George Washington became‘-the “Fa-

ther of the Country.”-

LINCOLN THE “SAVIOR” OF THE UNION - By Robert Minor

BRAHAM LINCOLN, born on a

Kentucky farm in 1809 of “poor
white” parents of the wandering half-
farmer, half-laborer eclass, spent his
early years in small towns of Illi-
pois. In his entire life he had alto-
gether about twelve months of school-
ing, and at the age of twenty-one he
could barely read, write and do simple
arithmetic.

Abe worked as a flat-boat laborer on

- the Mississippi river and later as a
village store clerk at New Salem, Illi-

: nois, where he soon acquired a reputa-
tion as a wrestler and all-around vil-
Jage athlete, as well as a teller of
what are called “smutty stories” and

_a writer of anti-religious satires to be
read for amusement to the gaping
circle around the stove of the country
store. The store failed' and Abe,
very hard up for a job, decided to
use his village reputation as a candi-
date for the Illinoig house of repres-
entatives. He was then 23 Years old.
Failing to be elected,” Abe joined g
zgilitary company to fight Indians,
yvas promoted to be a captain, got
into trouble and resigned without hav-
ing been in amy fight.

Iincoln then tried his hand as a
storekeeper, but soon failed because
of.h-is partner’s drunken habits. Abe
drifted from job to job as country
Dostmaster, deputy surveyor, ete, -

Bui the clouds of the coming big
social clash were already gathering in
1§34, and Abe, by the very fact of
his wandering, shifting habits of life
had acquired a sensitive mind for so:
cial currents. He was elected to the
Illinois house of representativey in
1834, '

- While in the legislature, Lincoln
studied law with borrowed books, and
two years later was a practicing at-
torney. He soon made himself a repu-
tation as a railroad lawyer in the
struggle that was going on for the
breaking down the old legal forms
which obstructed the advance of rail-
road building. Lincoln wasg fitting him-
self into the currents of history that
led forward in the development of
American capitalism,

In the Illinois legislature he quickly
learned to enlarge hig village social
. instincts into instinets for national

politics. His early taste for writing
crude anti-religious satires was curbed.
The slavery question was slowly un-
folding as the guestion on which the
politicians of the day would make or
break themselves. Lincoln took his
nesition: Slavery was wrong and bad
nolicy, but congress had no power to
abolish it, and abolition agitation did
more harm than good. Omn this plat-
form Lincoln caught many political
winds and soared upward and onward
in his career. '

In 1846 he made the race as -the
caididate of the Whig party against
a preacher on the democratic ticket,
and was elected to the national house
of representatives. At Washington
Lincoln’s political abilities were soon
put to the test. Under the domina-
tion of the southern cotton oligarchy,
the United States entered into a war
of conquest against Mexico—basically
a war for more slave territory. Lin-
coln opposed the war, an act which
for the time belng severely retarded
his political career.

Abe’s understanding of the part
the slavery question was to play in
coming history was rapidly developed
and he took a more and more definite
position. His powers of oratory had
developed to great proportiomns, bring-
ing him the opportunity of his life-
time when he was chosen to oppose
the powerful democratic leader,
Stephen A. Douglas, in public debates.

The Mexican war over, the cotton
oligarchy, having conquered Mexico
and taken the vast territory of the
west thru its control of the United
States government and army, was now
determined to profit by its gaims by
extending the slave plantation system
thruout the west to Colifornia.

Northern capitalist economy also
lusted for the extension of its own
system into the great empire of the
west, and the two ambitions could
not both be realized.

In 1849 discovery of immense gold
deposits in California carried a great
rush of settlers from the northern
states to the coast, stimulating the
northern capitalist class’ yearning to
take the great golden west for its
own. Railroads must pierce the Rocky
Mountaing and claim that priceless
empire as an outlet for the eastern
factory system.

So the southern slave oligarchy in
1854, thru its domination of congress,
took the fatal step of repealing the
Missouri compromise and opening the
west to become either slave or free
according to the vote of the settlers.
Immediately ‘began the rush of slave
owners and of free farmers, and be-
tween these cpened up a bloody civil
war in the territory of Kansas.

The completion of the American
capitalist class revolution had now
to be fulfilled.

To obtain this political power—in
its own hands alone, without sharing
it with another power with which
some more compromises would have
to be made—it became historically
necessary for the industrial capitalist
class to have the absolute possession
and direction of a mass political party.
The two existing large political par-
ties were the Whig party and the dem-
ocratic party. But both were profucts
of the past, of the compromises of a
time when compromise was still pos-
sible.

It was mnecessary to create a new
party, owned and controlled complete-
ly by the class that was struggling to-
ward political power. It became neces-
sary for the capitalist class to organ-
ize its most conscious elementg into
a new political party to lead the
struggle.

In 1854 this political party was form-
ad—the republican party.

At the first state convention of the
new party in Illinols in 1856 the long,
lean, backwoods lawyer, Abraham Lin-
coln, came in to participate and to
vlay a leading part. His abilities
quickly dominated the convention and
precipitated him into national polities,
As the democratic leader, Stephen A.
Douglas, was a U. S. senator from Illi-
nois, Lincoln became an “expedient”
national leader against Douglas.

As the fatal year 1860 approached
the political ecrisis grew in propor-
tions. The industrial stagnation con-
tinued, and thereby fed the flames of
politics and swelled the ranks of the
new party. Defeated in 1856, the re-
publican party was stronger in 1860,
and the leadership of the democrat
Douglas increased the importance of
the rival Illinois leader, Lincoln,

At the beginning of the presidential
election of 1860, the gaunt and

slouchy westren railroad lawyer and
politician, Abraham Lincoln, went to
New York. All that he did there is
not on record, but from that time on
he was known to be acceptable to the
big business interests of New York—
a .fact publicly attributed to an able
plece of oratory at Cooper Union.

At the republican national conven-
tion at Chicago in May, 1860, Lincoln
appeared as a presidential candidate,
with a large crowd of hired “clac
quers” employed to make wild out-
bursts of applause at every mention
of his name. When the voting was in
doubt the delegates controlled by an-
other candidate, Simon Cameron, were
swung to Lincoln, and Lincoln was
nominated. (Later, after his election,

Lincoln appointed Simon Cameron as

secretary of war.)

-As the republican platform ecalled
for the shutting off of all extension
of slavery into the west, the shrewdest
men of the day knew that this was
an election which would be followed
by civil war. After a flaming cam-
paign in which Lincoln himself stdyed
at home and shrewdly kept his mouth
chut most of the time, Lincoln was
elected on a minority of the popular
votes because of the split in the dem-
ocratic party.

Before the inauguration of Lincoln
the southern states began to secede
from the TUnicn. Lincoln came inte
Washingten under conditions which
made many believe that he would be
killed on the streets.

Lincoln seems to have understood
better than most of his colleagues that
he was taking a post as leader of a

civil war. There can bes no ‘denial of -

his greatness. Ethical questions of hig
“moral” character are meaningless.
He understood fairly well how to play
& part in a struggle that was in a

‘definite way a revolutionary part. The

bourgeoisie has need of ethics; the
proletariat has not. "Altho Lincoln
was not a proletarian revolutionist, he
was a leader of the hourgeoisie at a
time when the bourgeoisie still had
to complete its revolution.

The government of the “Confederate
States of America” was formed by the
slave oligarchy at ‘Richmond, basing
its action upon a legal cliam (widely
credited at the time) that the U, S,

(Continued on page 3)
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*.(Continved from page £:)
constitution was an agreement be-
tween sovereign states and that any
state had a right to secede when the
union -no longer accorded with their
interests.

There were many who thought that
the secession of the south settled the
matter. If we might imagine life to
be 4 different thing from what it is,
and to be what the professors and the
social-democrats think it to be, we
could imagine Lincoln consulting some
law books and deciding to “let them
go their way”’ as so many petty-bour-

geois pacifists in the north screamed |

that. he should.

But life i3 not that way. The manu-
- facturing north needed the agricultur-
al, cotton growing south as a part
of the national unit, and any questions
of legality are the most peurile play
upon words; the north under Lin-
coln’s leadership beat the south into
submission and in doing so fulfilled its
role in history.

Lincoln cleverly managed the ques-
tion of the relief of Fort Sumter ‘in
-such a way that the south became the
aggressor, and thereby Lincoln’s task
of getting the wayering elements of
the north to support him was light-
ened.

With a large proportion of the pro-
fessional military elements deserting
to the south, and with a long series of
defeats for his raw armies, Lincoln
persisted thru four years of the
bloodiest warfare that had been known
in modern times.

Only after two years of war and
while facing what seemed to be dan-
ger of complete defeat, did Lincoln
approach the question of abolition of

slavery. The first proclamation on the
subject was merely a threat declaring
that if, after January 1, 1863, the
south had not laid down its arms, any
territory still in arms against the
Union would be declared free terri-
tory. In other words, it was not to be
cssentially an emancipation but a
confiscation of slaves as a means of
punishment to the masters. The final
“Emancipation Proclamation” on Jan-

uary 1, 1863, however, carried the
‘matter beyond any possibility of
returning.

Lincoln’s whole course in regard to
slavery, if measured by the standards
of proletarian revolutionary leaders,
was weak and mean. But Lincoln was
not a proletarian revolutionary leader,
and for his bourgeois purposes he fol-
lowed a consistent course in a strong,
forceful manner. When he needed the
emancipation of Negroes, not for the
Negroes’ sake, but for the bourgeois’
sake, he moved with an iron hénd.
He acted always for his own class,
bearing in ming the danger of going
too far with a toiling class which
would ultimately be - an inherent
enemy. He went only so far as neces-
sary, and only when no other course
was open, in loosening the chains of
toilers.

A dramatic incident of the war time
is a singular illustration of the bour-
zeois-revolutionary character of Lin-
coln’s role. A very powreful and
truly magnificent figure of the iime
was Frederick Douglass, a runaway
Negro slave laborer whose able lead:
ership dominated the militant wing of
the abolition movement and split it
away from a pacifist William Lloyd
Garrison. Fred Douglass visited Lin-

coln -to demand that the Negroes be
recruited in the army to fight for
their own liberation. The shrewd Ne-
gro leader seemed to sense the in-
herent revolutionary quality of the
war (as Karl Marx did in a greater
degree as shown by his letter to Lin-
coln}), and to understand that an arm-
ed Negro population would carry his
people farther than they were likely
otherwise to go. But Lincoln also un-
derstood, from his own class view-
point, and did not consent to recruit
Negro soldiers until much later and
then only to a severly restricted
degree. )

Lincoln led the last stage of the
American bourgeois revolution to its
successful completion, and more could
not be expected of Lincoln.

Lincoln symbolizes for the American
capitalist class the completion of its
conquest of power. But he is conceived
in a static sort of a way. Lincoln is
semi-defied as the symbol of things
as they are—a symbol oppesed to
change. His dynamic nole as revolu-
tionist is not clarified, for his shadowy
image, surrounded with a haze of al-
most. religious mysticism, becomes one
of the weapons for the support of
a decaying, doubly brutal, murderous
capitalist system which he served in
ts younger days when it wasg brutal,
it is true, but still revolutionary and
‘herefore still leading forward.

What does Abraham Lincoln mean
.c the WORKING CLASS?

This matter must not be confused,
as so many flabby “socialists” at-
tempt to confuse it, by gunoting certain
pasages of speeches which throw a
little sop in a crafty way to working
class psychology.

Lincoln cannot be -the hero of the
proletariat of today. But, while repell-
ing all the peurile worship of Lincoln
as a symbol of the capitalist wage
slave system of today—the proletariat
can learn a great deal from Lincoln
and his part in history. )

First, let us learn from Lincoln as
we learn from the better revolution-
ists, Marx and Lenin, that no ruling, :
propertied class (whether it be a chat-
tel slave oligarchy or a capitalist olig- -
archy) ever did or ever will give up
the basis of its power and its wealth
without resorting to every means of
force and violence, civil war and mur- -
der, even to the point of extinction of
civilization, so far as such means may
be in its power. )

Second, let us learn from the same
sources what a class political party
is: that id its full development a class
political party, whether it be the re-
publican party of a young revolution- -
ary capitalist class, or whether it be.
a Communist Party of the working -
class—is. a mass organization of the
most conscious members of its clags,
becoming its class’ organ of leader- :
ship, not merely to put ballots in -
boxes, but to put its class in power
as the ruling class, going thru what-
aver actions are required by history,
including parliamentary elections,
maneuvers, civil war and iron dicta-
torship (as the republican party did),
for the one purpose of placing its
class in power as the ruling class and
thus becoming able to shape society
to its mold.

Of course, there are differences be-
tween the working class party and the
capitalist class party—but of those we _
can learn from Lenin.

Whither American Federation

By “MORR,” A Plumber

UR great chief, the president of the

American Federation of Labor, has
found the labor movement too narrow
and limited for him. He has already
organized the American workers and
accomplished for them the millenium.
Now; out of his abumdancy and leis-
ure, he is entertaining our enemies
with sweet songs of the common aims
and identity of interests between cap-
ital and labor.

Last month President Green spoke
before the Taylor Society for elimina-
tion of waste and speeding up of pro-
duction. There is a comment on this
speech in “Babson’s Reports” of Jan.,
1926 (a bulletin issued by the Babson
gtatitstical agency for business men
and manufacturers) Babson says?

“All this indicateg that slowly
but surely a new spirit of co-opera-
tion between capital and labor is ex-
pressing itself. We (the capitalist
interets, M.) consider this attitude
of labor one of the most helpful

" signs in the present industrial situa-
tion.” )

It 'is interesting to note that while
Green spoke on labor being interested
in speeding up production, the “Manu-
facturers News” of Jan. 23 (official or-
gan of the manufacturers’ assoclation)
features two calls .to the manufactur-
ers to slow down production in view
of a possible crisis due to over pro-
duction. It shows the comsistency of
the policy of President Green and hig
Hke. s

But the climax of class treachery
has been reached by President Green
in a speech before the Newark, Ohio,
chamber of cdmmerce, last month,
((Printed in the American Labor
World of Jan., 1926). This is what he
said: '

“Such meetings as these are not
held in many other countries or in
magy other lands. At an industrial
rofind table conference held in New
York recently, the Honorable Alton
B. Parker, chairman of the confer-
ence, made the following amazing
statement: )

“4 wonder how many of us ap-
preciate the fact that ours .is the
only country in the . world today
where such a conference  as . this
could be held!

“¢The conferees were representa-
tives of capital, industry, and labor.
They . were assembled for the ex-
press purpose of discussing two top-
ics of profound interest, ‘Eliminate
Industrial Waste,—Minimize Indus-
trial Controversy!’”

Then President Green went on tell-
ing the chamber of commerce about
Judge Parker’s description of class
struggle and hatred in all the coun-
tries of Europe, and Green concluded:

“If we, as American citizens prop-
erly appreciate the significance of
this statement, we must feel deeply
gratified when we comprehend the
fact that the American labor move-
ment is sound and constructive and
that we live in a country where
class distinction and class hatred
can have no place in the industrial
and social life.”

These words were spoken by Mr.
Green at the same time when the an-
thracite strike was in its fifth month
with the operators determined to

President Green
spoke thus to the chamber of Com-
merce, the bitterest enemies of labor,
at the end of a year when 370 wage
reductions took place. The past year
was the worst one in wage reductions
since 1922, when the textile and rail-
way shopmen strikes were broken by
the government injunctions, President
Green is optimistic; but let us look

at the following statistics in the
“Babson’s Reports”:
Wage Wage
Year increases reductions
1923..cciiiviirvens JOR X 7 { + RO 31 -
1924..... 494 239
1925 305 370
And remarkable, the reductions

have taken place in the more basic
industries where great numbers oi
workers are employed. ¥ Green would
have had the labor movement at heart
he would not rejoice in looking af the
trend of wages.

“ ... We live in a country where
class distinction and class hatred can
have no place in the industrial and
social life.” If -we have actuually
reached the millenium, then why keep
up the trade union movement? The
answer to that we find in the same
speech of Mr. Green:

“, .. Suppose it were possible to
destroy the bonafide labor move-
ment of America. Who would suffer
most? Would working men and
women remain passive and unorgan-

mind as a result of the destruction
of the labor organizations which
they have worked so hard to create
and. build? What do you think
would be their reaction when the
economic pressure became so fin-
tolerable and unbearable, following
the destruction of their economic de-
fense? | ask in all seriousness

starve the 158,000 miners in order to
{break their ranks.

ized? What would be their state of .

‘would you, if you could, destroy a
. rational constructive, patriotic busi-
nesslike organization of labor and
thereby risk the formation of and
organization of a destructive force
which would manifest the same spi-
rit in America as shown in Europe
—the spirit of revenue, of hate and
destruction?”

This is a frank expression on the
part of President Green, as to the
function of the A. F. of L. “Who
would suffer most?”’ Green’s answer is
clear. The ruling class of America.
In either words the present clique
dominating the A, F. of L. is a tool
in the hands of the capitalists to keep
in check the rebellious and militant
forces of the workers,

Mr. -Green; if “the business 'men
whom you were addressing are wise
enough, your plea will have its effect

I They will not crush you.

of Labor

saving them the trouble of building
up company unions. The B. & O. plan
has proven that, the railway labor
act before congress, which has the
mutual consent of the railway cem-
panies and railway unions, is another
proof of that. '

It will remain for the militant left
wing workers within the unions to
bring the American Federation of La-
bor to life again. Beware that day,
Mr. Green, when the militant current
shall sweep thru the unions! The
workers will nct remain long without
organizations of economic defense.
Quite right. They must have organ-
izations mnot only for economic de-
fense, but. also for economiec ‘attack, .
This we- shall have! The workers are
awakening towards the need of rid-
ding themselves of their .present

Jail P

tocrat

By Henry Roenne.

VY OU are the salt of the earth indeed,
The sour salt of the earth,

You have one god, the god of speed,

The dizzy dance of your boundless greed,

The substitute for the dreams you need
To *bring your heart rebirth,

What of the men you have ground to dust—

Ground omn your whirling wheel. . .
What of your empty nights of lust,
What of your women you cannot trust,
The women you cannot love yet must
Before you perish by steel.

You are the king of the world. ah yes,
The king of the world gone mad. . .

You grovel supreme in your lonliness,

And what you envy you must oppress

For you have none of that happiness
Which makes us humans sad.

Go strut about in your pompous pride,
And mock with your lip upcurled—

We see the rot of your brain inside,

‘The awful fate that your sneers deride,

The monstrous fear that you cannot hide—
You—the king of the world!

You are .
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! manity ~stretched out into a drizzly night.
' sas ‘cyclone, the back-roads of a rural county
* din of pneumatic rivetting machines in a ship-
; bullding yard. Think of the feel of wet clothes,

i oozy “slime, numb fingers,

- swollen feet.
' things along three hundred miles of rotting

- trenched in front of Paris with a million other

- But that was at first.

By Henry Ceorge Weiss.

MIL. S.and miles of muddy ditches, tangled
wire, shell-torn -éarth, and.suffering hu-

Think of a railroad wreck, the wake of a Kan-

after a heavy down-pour of rain, the infernal

chattering teeth,
And then distribute all thesec

garbage; multiply them by a million, and the
meore cheerful details of the picture I am trying
to present are yours.

Just baek from forty days straieht ‘in th»
ttenches,. Lieutenant Armont- lounged in his
squalid quarters.and dreamed of. Hllda-—Hllda

boy; Hilda, who-had Kkissed him .one night in
the shade of a linden tree and pledged him her
troth.

‘He closed his eyes and saw the crooked &
streets of the quaint Lorrainean town; the low
stoop where he had so often sat with her; the
fecble old watchmaker, her father, who had
served with the Prussian army in ’71, and gar-
rulously told of licking the French, until his—
Armont’s—nerves were on edge.

The cigarette burned unheeded until it
scorched his lips, and he threw it away with &
curse.

God! how happy he had been the day he left
for Paris. She had seen him off at the station
and kissed him au revoir. Not goodbye, only
au revoir. They were to be married on his re-
turn. His return! He groaned aloud. He had
never returned. 'An archduke had died in Ser-
bia; a sword had rattled in Prussia; a bear had
growled in the domain of the czar, and the day
that was to grace his nuptials found him en-

men, his immediate world blotted out with the
hideous figure of war.

A year had passed since then; a year in
which he had gone thru a thousand hells; a
vear that had brought in its flight not one word
of his sweetheart.

O damn war! damn war! How many times
had he damned war? And wept and raved.
Now he had schooled
himself to endure. Only an undercurrent of
dragging hopelessness sucked ever at his feet
and made the coarse pleasures obtainable even
within this shadow of death and madness pow-
erless to lift him out of its grip.

He laughed at a fellow officer’s crude jest
and lit another cigarette. The rain was seep-
ing thru the sagging roof and a pool of water
lay underfoot. Inwardly he was crying Hilda

Hilda. . .

The crazy door swung open with a bang and
"an orderly entered. Stiff as a ramrod he sal-
uted.

“Colonel M.’s compliments, and would Lieu-
tenant Armont report at headquarters at
.once?”

‘in his greatcoat he plowed thru the rain and
“muck, cursing at every step. The colonel
“greeted him formally. - o
“Lieutenant, you will arrange to have =
squad of your men prepare ‘a grave in the
waste to the south of thé main billets, and
. there await the arrival of Captain X. w1th a
prisoner, a spy, who will be. executed in the
*usual-manner.’
Lleutenant Armont saluted and retlred
Aspy. . to beshot. Poor devil! He or-.

‘'cigarette as the wet sod was turned. God! he

“Hated- the: job.- Ten, fifteen minutes passed.
The men finished the grave. He glanced at his
wrist watch. Three fifty-five. Dark as hades.
Slowly, persistently the drizzle fell. There was
the rattle of accoutrement, a sharp challenge,
then the captain and his party loomed ghostly‘
in the mist.

.. The captain mumbled thru the reading of the
o charge‘
head was bowed, and the greatco&t swathing
him trailed the ground. Against the stonewall

flare struggled to throw his figure into relief.
At the word of command the men fell in.’
“Rea.d pv
God, 1t was eold!

the little German maid, blue-eyed and rope- | '
haired; Hilda, as straight and as fearless as a

P

ENIN’S article “On the Tasks of the Third International,” an excerpt
from which we are offering our readers today, is one of the most
brilliant writings that came from his pen.

On April 14, 1919, in the French social-patriotic paper, L’'Humanite
(which has since then been taken away from the social-patriots and be-
come a good Communist Party organ), there appeared an editorial under
the title, “The Third International.” The editorial was signed by Ram-
say MacDonald, the well known leader of the English labor party. Ram-
say MacDonald in this editorial deplored the formation of the Commun-
ist International and attempted to show that the split caused in the
socialist movement thru the organization of this Third (the Communist)
international was not justifiable. It was in reply to this editorial, in
which, in the words of Lenin, “There are more falsehoods than words,”
that Lenin wrote the following words. The article was completed on the
14th of July and printed in the fourth issue of the “Communist Interna-
tional” on August 1, 1919.

¥

By Vliadimir llyitch Lenin.

RAMSAY MacDONALD knows very well that we built the Third

International and broke off unreservedly with the Second In-
ternational because we became convinced in its hopelessness, its
incorrigibility in its role as the servant of imperialism, as a trans-
mitter of the bourgeois influence, bourgeois falsehood and bour-
geois corruption within the labor movement. If Ramsay Mac-
Donald, wishing to discuss the Third International, evades the es-
sence of the matter, goes round and about, does not speak of the
thing that ought to be spoken of—this is his fault and his crime.
For the proletariat is in need of the truth and there is nothing
fore harmful to its cause than a plausible, decorus, provincial
felsehood.

HE question of imperialism and its connection with opportun-
jsm in the labor movement—with the betrayal of the work-
ers’ cause by the labor leaders—was formulated long, long ago.
Marx and Engels in the course of forty years, from 1852 to
1892, constantly pointed to the bourgeois transformation (bour-
geoization) of the top layers of the working class of England as
a consequence of its economic peculiarities (colonies, monopoly
in ;he world market, ete.). Marx conquered for himself in the
seventies of the past century the honor of being hated by the
base heroes of the “Bern” international tendency of his day, of
the opportunists and of the reformists, because he branded many
of the leaders of the English trade unions as men who sold them-
“selves out to the bourgeoisie or who were paid by the bour-
geoisie for services rendered to its class, services rendered inside
of the labor movement.

At the time of the Anglo-Boer war, the Anglo-Saxon press
stated the question of imperialism quite clearly as the latest (and
the last) stage of capitalism. If my memory does not fail me, it
was none other than Ramsey MacDonald himself who then left
the “Fabian Society,”—that prototype of the Bern “Internation-

al,” that hot-house and pattern of opportunism which was char-
acterized with ingenious force, clarity and truth by Engels in his
correspondence with Sorge. “Fabian imperialism”—such was
then the current expression in English socialist literature. If
Ramsey MacDonald has forgotten this—then so much the worse
for him. )

‘“Fabian imperialism” and “social imperialism” are one and
the same: socialism in words, imperialism in deeds, the growing. of

Reactionaries . Labor Movement--By Lenin '

[ opportunism into imperialism. This phenomenon has now be-
come, during the war of 1914-1918 and after the war, a universal
fact. The lack of understanding of this fact is the greatest blind-
ness of the yellow Bern “international,” and its greuatest crime.
Opportunism or reformism inevitably had to grow :into. socialist’
imperialism or social Chauvinism of universal historic- signifi=’
cance; for imperialism has produced a handful of 1mnost wealthy-
advanced nations, robbing the entire world and by this very fact
has allowed the bourgeoisie of these countries fo bribe the upper.
strata of the working class of these countries at an expense
charged to their monoopohst super-proﬁt (imperialism is monop- .
‘olist capitalism).

Not to see the economic inevitability of this fact under Am-
perialism, is possible only to those who are either all-around ig- .
noramuses or else hypocrites who deceive the workers, repeating
generalities concerning capitalism and thus screening the bitter .
truth of the passage of an entire current in socnallsm over to the
side of the imperialist bourgeoisie.

And out of this‘fact spring two undisputable coneluslons.

The first conclusion: The Bern “international,” in its real
historical and political role, 'regardless” of the good will and in--
nocent wishes of any of its members; is in fact an organization of
the agents of international” imperrallsm acting inside of the labor
movement, conducting within the labor movement the bourgeois
influence, bourgeois ideas, bourgeois falsehood and bourgeois
corruption.

In countries of long-standing democratic parliamentary cul-
ture, the bourgeoisie has learned splendidly how to act, not alone
by means of violence, but also by deceit, bribery and flattery—us-
ing the most subtle forms of these methods. It is not for nothing
that the “breakfasts” of the Dnglish “labor leaders” (that is of
the lackeys of the bourgeoisie in the job of duping the workers)
have acquired notorlety—and Engels has even spoken of them.
Of the same order of things is the “charming” reception of the
social-traitor Merheim by Monsieur Clemenceau, the kind re-
ceptions of the leaders of the Bern “international” by the min-
isters of the entente, etc., etc. “You will train them and we shall
buy them,” said one clever Inglish capitalist woman to Mr. So-
cial-Imperialist Hyndman, who told in his memoirs how this
madam—more sagacious than all the leaders of the Bern “inter-
national” put together—evaluated the “labors” of the socialist-in-
tellectuals in the training of the socialist leaders from .the ranks
of the workers.

Durinig the war, when the Vanderveldes, the Brantings and
all this band of traitors, arranged “lnternational” conferences,
the French bourgeois newspapers very venomously and very
truthfully jeered: ‘“These Vanderveldes suffer from a kind of St;
Vitus dance. As men suffering with this sickness are unable {6
say two phrases without a strange contraction of the muscles of
the face, so the Vanderveldes are unable to make a political move
without repeating like a parrot the words: Internationalism, so-
cialism, international solidarity of the workers, revolution of the
proletariat etc. Let them repeat no matter what sacramental
formulae, if only they help to lead the workers by the noses and
render service to us, the capitalists, in conducting the imperialist -
war and the enslavement of the workers.”

The English and the French bourgeois are at times very

clever and splendidly appreciate the lackeys’ role of the Bern
mieruatlonal » %

Lieutenant Armont Would and did. Wrapped " -

dered out his squad and gloomily smoked & 1

' - proletariat

The prisoner said never a word. His |

- of a basement ruin they stood him. A lighted |

“Aim!”

DURING the prerevolutionary pe-
riod, the idea that the cooperative
movement is the best dumping-ground
for the most opportunist . elements
was commonly prevalent among the
social .democratic parties.. The -left
wing in these parties was satisfied
to get rid of the ultrareformists by
this means.

indirectly strengthened.this practice.
The reformist tenet about cooperation
‘proclaimed that cooperation is some-

-thing complete by itself, independent

from sdcial conditions and the class

~ struggle.

‘Lenin as a Marxian and revolution-
ist,  analyzed cooperation  from " the

- standpoint ‘of the class struggle.He"
understood that the cooperative move-

ment- is a mass imovement -of "the
and petty-bourgeoisie
against capitalist -exploitation,
therefore a phase of the class strug-

Undoubtedly the: reform-
- ist political conception of cooperation,
{ the answer he based hlS tactics

and’

Lenin understood that because
conditions create

gle.
certain economic
cooperation, it-canngt be independent

from these conditions, but
change according tp the changing of
conditions. ]

Lenin did not ignore the cooperative
question as a minor one. He consid-
ered this question from the viewpoint
of how the cooperative movement is
able to help the class struggle upon

Producers' and Credlt Cooperatwes..

Already as early as is his polemics
against the populists, = Lenin " dedlt
with the ¢ooperative. question. During

1 this early period,.a ‘wave: of enthusi-

-asm - for agricultural: (producers’) and
credit. cooperatives was aroused in
Russia. * These cooperatwes were ‘to
be the means for peaceful evolution
minto socialism without a revolution.-
First the populists fought  this comn-

must "

‘the exploiters.
~credit - cooperatives. as advanced. by .

ception, but later, with the waning of

their revolutionary character,. "
joined with the liberal estate owners,
‘intellectuals and Zemstwo-politicians

in propaganda for credit cooperatives,

deserting their revolutionary work.

Lenin :fought bi‘tterly against the
cooperative
He pointed out that the credit co-

‘operatives would serve only the well-

to-do peasants and the poorer peasants

||'would be left outside. To help : the
development of big estates is:not the

business of revolutionists. The revo-

“lutionists must help only that :which

will strengthen the struggle wagainst
The producers -and

the populists and company will not

help the cause of revolution. Lenin .
‘pointed out how ndlculous Atewas to -

think that the small producers’ co-

means of -péaceful ‘evolution into so-
cialism without revolution.
cialization of production eould not be

The heutenant shivered
13 (Flre ’3)

The rattle of musketry fell on the air like

the dirge of doom

. The prisorier buckled at the knees, htmg ir-
' resolutely a moment then sprawled forward in
a.ghastly heap. The cap fell from the head and
a -wealth of hair surged out and showed yellow
g 2 under the light of the flare. .- i
- With an oath “of. surprise the heutenant

leaped forward.
“My God, it’s a woman!”

He gently turned the body over and looked

at the face.

The light played on it weirdly.
‘Meother of. Christ, was he-mad, dreaming! That
face with the bloody froth on the lips and'the
glazing blue eyes:
No, no, it couldn’t be!
able horror he seized the boy by the shoulders
and lifted the héad to ‘the height of hisrown.
The captain stepped forward.
“Lientenant, what does this mean?” he:be~
.gan, then. stopped, for Lieutenant Armont’s
look was a thing to appall.
to the face of the dead woman and sobbing
like a madman,

That face! ‘Whose was it?
“"With a cry of unutier-

<

He was staring in-

“Hilda! Hilda!”

they -

ideas of° the populists..

“The s0-

‘I iwith the opportunists in the’ sessions

PERATIVES - - - - -

Geez'ge [alonen

. the bloodsuckers who have monopol-

~'portance for the revolutionary move-
T ment.

| international (1910) to. see Lenin’s
position on this question, It is very |
© significant that Lenin, the great revo-
_Tutionist,” considered - the cooperative
question’ so important that he was
-.one of the Russian delegates to the
operatives (artels)” would be: the -} ]
§--considered .this question.
-rative movement at that time was al- .

" contrary fought bitterly to win it over

4 formists understood -better than. many
- revolutionists the importance of con-
.itrolling this big mass 'movement. No
| ‘wonder that the cooperative question
"wds one in  which  the
_fought the

realized in the small villages, but in-
stead it required the expropriation of

ized the means of production, “and
this requires fight, fisht and fight
and not meaningless, nmarrowminded
bourgeois morals.”

Consumers Cooperation,

The consumers coopreative move-.

ment Lenin regarded of great

One has 'only to Tecall the
Copenhagen congress of the socialist

subcommission of the congress which,
The coope-

ready a big movement and thruout a
reformist movement. Lenin, however,
did not abandon this movement be-
cause it was reformist, but on -the

‘for revolutionary purposes.: The res

reformists
MarXLan revolutionists
most- bitterly. Lenin not oanly debated

of the commission, ‘but he also” sub- -
mitted his own thesis. As this thesis

im- |

' declares 4

- class -whose overthrow  is essential
. far-the realization of socialism,

very clearly pointed out Lenin’s con-

ceptien of cooperation,
here:

we give it

Thesis Propose‘d by Lenin,

“The congress declares:

“1, That the proletarian comaunmers’
cooperatives improve the conditions
of the working class by reducing the
exploitation of ‘all kinds of middle-
men, by exerting an influence in the
working conditions of the workers in
the distribution of products,. and by -
giving“them better conditwns for - 1ts
own employes :

“On the .other hand, the congress

fhies & That the betterment achieved
-thru the help of the cooperatives is
.insignificant so long ag the means of
production are in the hands of that .

~ “2. That the cooperatives are mnot
organs of the immediate struggle
against capitalism, and that they
with other similar organizations of
the other classes, may develop the
illusion that they (these organiza-
tions) ‘are means by .which the. social
question can be solved without a class .
struggle and overthrow of the bour- -
geoisie,

“The congress demands t.he work—-w
ers of all coumes. B

“a. To join as members in the pro- -
letarian “coopréatives;, help their dey-

elopment and thereby to defend the

) ternational Soccialist :
| Copenhdgen.” In this he points out
‘thatin the main the cooperative re-
“pretations .of the pmnciples, but: that

{-a.-compromise resolution. The article

“b. Thru indefatigable socialist
propaganda in the cooperatives. to
help the workers better understand
the idea of the class struggle and
socidlism,

&

“c. At the same time to endeavor to
bring all “the -different forms of the
Iabor movement to as complete ‘unity
as possmle

“The congress also declares, that
the producers. cooperatives benefit the
fight -of the working class only when
they are integral part of the consu-
mers’, cooperatives.”

Lenin’s thesis ‘was mnot ‘adopted.”
However, the fighting attitude of

Lenin- and. the  otlier revolutionist’
members in the subcommission com-'.
-pelled the reformists.to present to the’

congress - § resolution in which the

main principles about cooperation as

advocated by Lenin were adopted,

Lenin considered the cooperative
question as discussed in the Copen-
hagen congress so important that he
wrote in the bolshevist newspaper
Social Democrat a ' special " article,
“The Cooperative Question in the In-
“Congress ~ at

solution adopted’ contains right inter~
it"ig met clear: enough because it was

concludes with: “The fight against the

democratic character of these organ-
izations.

%

reformists is only postponed, and will"

| rica.

After the Revolution,

The revolution changed the .social
conditiions in Russia. The exploiters
were overthrown and workers cap-
_tured political power, Therefore, the
purpose of cooperation changed ac-
cordingly. Lenin’s last article which
was published after his death was :
' about cooperation. - In this he em- -
phasizés the importance of coopera- |
tion: Now the producers’ cooperatives :
and credit unions in villages are of
great importance. The consumers co- '
. operatives have also different purpos-
es than before the revolution. The .
i cless,struggle has attained its high-

- est outcome, the dictatorship of the ;
- proletariat. -Now.is the time to build :
the new society. In .this.work- the :
~cooperative organizations of -the peas-
ants and workers must be blought
-nearer to each other, : i

The gist of ‘Lenin’s teachmgs a.bout
- cooperatives is that before the revolu- |
‘tion -the coopreative movement must3
help the workers to attain state
power, and after the revolution the
cooperatives must help the workers
to bulld the new society, -

“It appears to me that we pay too
little attention to the cooperatives|”:
said Lenin. This is true even in Ame-
The cooperative movement, ‘al-’
tho at present comparatively. weak,
-is"a ‘movement which we must not
ignore, but on the contrary try to
solve in the light of “how can  the.
cooperative. movement best serve the
class struggle?” To solve this prob-
lem, we must take part in the prac-

nevitably be resumed.”

, tical work of the cooperatives,
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Chinese Eastern Railway - By James H. Dolsen

By James H. Dolsen.
E struggle between England and
Germany for control of the Bag-
dad railway was one of the most im-
portant of those clashes in imperialist

- policy which led to {he world war. Is

the struggle for control of the Chinese
' Eastern railway to play a correspond—
ing role—not as -between two
'penahst systems, this time, but as
‘between imperialism on one hand and
the antl—lmperlahst Soviet Union—as

suggested by the drama of events

which. in the Far East are so rapidly
leading to a new world conflict? The
arbitrary arrest of Ivanov, the Russian
genieral manager of that road, by
Chaing Tso Lin, the Chinese military
dictator “of Manchuria, in utter viola-
" tion of treaties sigmed by Chang him-
self, the despatch of an ultimatum
of this subject by the Soviet govern-

‘m’ent, and the subsequent release of-

Ivanov, reveal the existence of such

‘a struggle, and its close connection

with the effort of the great imperialist
powers to obtain an advantageous
yosition in China from which to launch
another attack upon the workers re-
public. It is well known that the
Japanese government owns Chang

T30 Lin, and that in recent months he
has received financial assistance from
he British also. The. former bandit
hief would hardly have dared defy
the Soviet government unless assured
the backing of outside powers. His
hasty release of Ivanov does not at
all contradict this inference. It mere-
1y indicates that the situation from an
jmperialist standpoint, did not mo-
mentarily present favorable condi-
tions for a war against the Soviet
Union. The crisis, therefore, is only
temporarily overcome.

The importance of the Chinese
Jastern railway in the struggle over
. China, is evident from a reference
-to the map. This line was originally
3'anned as a division of the Trans-
Siberian system. In 1896 a conces-
gion for its construction was secured
from the Chinese government by the
Russo-Chmese bank, which then re-
presented the interests of Russian
and French finance capital in the
orient. The first plans for the Trans-
‘Siberian railway provided that it
should pass thru Russian territory
only. A section of mearly 500 miles
had been conmstructed from Viadivo-
stok to Khabarovsk thru the valley
"of the Ussuri river, which is the east-
orn boundary of Manchuria. It was
-discovered then that the completion
of the line to Chita, the terminus of
‘the Trans—Slberlan road at that time,
would entail enormous expense and
“most difficult engineering because of
the wild mountainous character of
part of the route and the stretches
.of marsh land in other portions. This
gection of Siberia, moreover, was
sparsely populated, with little prospect
of its ever being thickly settled. So
having secured the concession for a
line direct to Vladivostok thru the

“hinese province of Menchuria, work
‘was rushed on this p*ject instead.
‘It was completed in 1902 as the
Chinese eastern railway. It runs for
922 miles thru Siberian territory and
for 1080 miles, thru Chinese.

Between the years 1908 and 1916
the Ussuri railway from Vladivostok
to Khabarovsk was extended, roughly
paralleling the Amur and Shilka riv-
ers, and joining the Trans-Siberian
line at Chita. A glance at the-map
will show the superiority of the Chi-
nese Eastern railway for all traffic
bound for Vladivostok, the great Rus-
sian seaport on the Pacific. Less than
one-half as long as its rival to the
north, it affords an immense saving
both in time and expefise, It traverses,
besides, a country of infinitely greater
natural resources with a fast-growing
population,

If the reader will again look at the
map he will see that a railroad runs
from Harbin, a junction point on the
main line of the Chinese Kastern,
southwest thru Mukden to Port
Arthur. This was originally a branch
of the Chinese Eastern but, as a
result of Russia’s defeat in 1905,
Japan was given a lease of that par{
of this line which runs from Chang-
chun to Port Arthur. The Japanese
renamed their portion, which then
totaled 514 miles, “The South Man-

im-

churian Railway.” The section north
from Changchun to Harbin remained
part of Chinese Eastern railway sys-
tem,

Certain facts must be kept in mind
in .considering the role which rail-
ways, such as the Chinese Kastern,
play in undeveloped countries like
China. Domination of railroads in
these lands carries with it control of
the ecomomic development of . the
country traversed. This includes the
exploitation of mineral wealth, the
crection and maintenance of facto-
ries, and the extension of commerce.
it necessarily establishes a semi-
political regime over the inhabitants
by the concessionaires, thus setting
up a “state within a state.,” It was
this kind of “penetration” which
marked in particular the relationships
of the foreign powers to China during
the first decade of this century. A na-
tural consequence then of the transfer
to Japan in 1905 :of Russia’s conces-
sions in Manchuria, including the
control of the railway (South Man-
churian), has been to make the Japa-
nese the real masters of that province.
Japan has the right of policing the
railway. It has been easy for the im-
perialist government of that country
to use this privilege as a cloak for

the permanent stationing of thou-
sands of regular soldiers at the
strategic points along the line. This

constitutes a formidable army of oc-
cupation, tho the sovereignty of China
is still nominally recognized.
Manchuria has thus come to be vir-
tually a province of Japan. In fact,
the Japanese have gone so far as to
incorporate the South Manchurian
railway into the Korean railway sys-
tem, putting the line under direct
Japanese government control, for

‘| Korea is now an integral part of the

Japanese empire. Chang Tso Lin, the
Chinese military governor, i3, as we
have stated before, a tool of Japan,
and for that reason and because of
his extreme cruelty to the workers
and the nationalist adherents, is bit-
terly hated by the masses of the
Chinese. )

It thus happens that a number of
the imperialist powers have ‘“claims”
effecting the Chinese EasteFa railway
or have concessions in that part of
China adjacent to the country it
traverses. For these reasong the
treaty between China and Soviet
Russia negotiated by Karakhan in
1924, which specifically excluded all
other nations from any voice in the
administration of the railway, met
with the bitter opposition of the
European powers, Japan, and the
United States.

France objected on the ground that
because her financiers owned a ma-
‘ority of the shares of the Russo-
Asiatic Bank, the successor of the
Russo-Chinese Bank, which had ori-
zinally secured the concession, they
should dictate the policy of the rail-
way. The shares en which the French
claim was based had been stolen,
however, by the former chief of a
department of the Rusian State Bank
and handed over by the latter to the
administration of the Russo-Asiatie
Bank in Paris. .During the period
when Soviet Russia was carrying on
the struggle against foreign interven-
tion, this bank as the owner of the
railroad concluded in 1920 an agree-
ment with China by the terms of
which it appointed five members of
the administrative staff and the bank
jointly with the Chinese government
managed the line, .

M. Mikhaylov, writing in the Inter-
national Press Correspondence (Oct.
16, 1924) thus characterizes the period
from 1920 to 1924 when the railroad
was under this French control:

“The whole activity of the Russo-
Asiatic Bank with regard teo the
railway was carried on in opposi-
tion to the interests of the Soviet
Union and China. In 1922 the ad-
ministration of the Chinese-Eastern
railway concluded an agreement.
with the (Japanese) South Man-
churian railway, according to which
all goods traffic was to_be sent via
Dairen and not via Viadivostok,
aithough the Vliadivostok route is
considerably shorter (180 kilo-
metres) than the Dairen route. The
hostility of the administration of
the ‘eastern Chinese Eastern rail-

-up as integral parts of

way towards the Soviet Union found
expression in the fact that the ad-
ministration took into its service
white-guardists such as General

Gondatti, the former czarist govers
“nor of the Amur district; Mikhai-

lov, the former finance minister to
Kolchak; General Aphanassyev eto.,
while it supported the white guardist
press and Incited Chinese authori-
ties against the citizens and institu-
tions of the Scviet Union. But at
the same time the activity of the
old administration of the railway
was directed against the interests
of China. General Gondatti, who
was the head of the land depart-
ment of the railway, conceded,
under very easy terms, to Japanese
concessionaries plots of land situa-
ted at various strategical points of
northern China.”

In 1924 this administration pre-
pared an agreement with the Kokusy-
Unso, a Japanese transportation com-
pany. If this agreement had been
carried out it would have handed all
the transportation facilities in Man-
churia over to Japan, and linked them
the great
steamship lines of that country. Com-
bined with the fact that Japan in
recent years has made enormous in-
vestments in Manchuria it is evident
that the proposed arrangement would
have made the Japanese the complete
masters of northern China.

“Simuitaneously with these negotia-
tions,” : J 1s Mikhaylov, “a large dele-
gaticy 0f represemtatives from the
Japanese state railways, from the
ministry of transport and the war
office, in the course of two weeks
made a tour of the whole line, making
itself acquainted with the workshops,
rolling stock and the work of the
administration ete.” '

Thus were the French and Japanese
imperialists working together to de-
fraud the Chinese of their rights in
the failroad and to alienate from
China its northern provinces.

The Washmgton conference in 1922
had, against China’s- protests, held
her responsible to the foreign bond-
holders, stockholders, and creditors
of the railway in the event of defaults.
This resolution was passed by the
representatives of the United States,
Belgium, Great Britain, France, Italy,
Japan, the Netherlands, and Portugal
none of which had any real rights in
the line. The United States and Japan
had each advanced the Chinese East-
ern railway $5,000,000 during the time
their drive to overthrow the Soviets
in Siberia. In addition, the Japanese-
controlled South Manchurian railway
(formerly a part of the Chinese East-
ern railway) claims a debt of several
millions. In 1924 the American mili-
tary attache at Pekin, accompanied
by officers of the United States gen-
eral staff, inspected the Chinese Rast-
ern railway which, it will be recalled,
had been placed in 1919, during the
Siberian, intervention under the ad-
ministrative direction of the inter-
allied technical commission headed
by the American engineer, John W.
Stevens. It is no wonder that under
these circumstances the imperialist
powers put every possible obstacle in
the way of carrying out the provisions
of the Chinese treaty with the Soviet
Union. The subsequent success of
Comrade Karakhan in negotiating an
additional treaty covering the same

points with Chang Tso Lin, whose

position as director of Manchuria
made him practically independent of
the central government, and thru
whose territory most of tle road
passed, was one of the most notable
achievements of Soviet diplomacy,
gained as it was in the face of the .
most unscrupulous opposmon from
the other powers.

The Russo-Chinese treaty provided
not only for the exclusion of ‘the
representatives of other nations from
a voice in the management of- the
railroad but also made- specific ar-
rangements for its executive staff.
These were included in a supple-
mental agreement which provided that
until China should exercise its right
to buy back the line with its own
money, a stipulation designed " to
guard against the road’s passing
under the control of a hostile country
thru its becoming security for a loan
to China, the® operation. of the rail- -
road was to be vested in an executive
department composed: of three " Rus-
sians and two Chinese, appointed by
their respective governments. This -
committee has charge of 'thé main-
tenance of peace and order in the
territory traversed; in other words,
it has control of the policing of the
line. An operating department com-
prising a Russian director, with a
Chinese and a Russian assistant,
superintends the operation of the
line,

As a matter of fact, the new provi-
sions for the management of the road
practically confirmed the existing
status with the significant exception
that the Soviet government’s ap-
pointees were to replace those Rus-
sians who had been originally put in -
charge by the Russo-Asiatic bank.
Ostroumov, Gohdatti, and Mikhailov,
leading members of the former ad-
ministration, were at once removed,
together with more than 500 other :
reactionary refugees who had been
placed on the railroad’s payroll.
These three men, Ostroumov, Gondat-
ti and Mikhailov, were alse arrested
for mismanagement and their many
crimes against the workers. Clauses
in the treaty, together with this de-
ciding voice given the Soviet govern-
ment in the administration of the
railway, deprived the extensive
“white” Russian bands, composed of

+ irefugee aristocrats and bourgeois who

had fled from Russia after the Bolshe-

-vik revolution, of a base of operations

and thus led to the breakup and dis-
persal of these gangs of cutthroats
and murderers. ) )

The conflict for control of the
Chinese Eastern railway is by -mo
means over. Soviet Russia, by her
prompt and decisive action, has won
a preliminary skirmish. She won it,
however, only for three reasons:
The first, because the red army is
ready for action and Chang Tso Lin
and his allies know it; the second,
because the imperialist powers, and
particularly Japan, are not yet ready
and thoroly enongh united to risk
a conflict of such proportions; and
the third, because of the danger of
a vast Chinese uprising in support of
the Soviet Union and with the object
of freeing China completely from its
foreign shackles. There is perhaps
a fourth reason—the danger of pre-
cipitating another world-war under
conditions unfavorable to the cap-

italist nations.

Can a “working stiff”” write?

YES

YOU CAN JIF YOU TRY

Much of the best mgtérial in Communist newspapers is written by work-

ers themselves. The. DAILY WORKER is YOUR paper,

Make it the

megaphone thru which you. tell your fellow workers. thruout the world

what you think and what you expenence.

Write for the New Magazme ‘Supplement of The DAILY WORKER
Write one one side of the paper only. Put your full address on the manu

seript.

Send it to Robert Minbr, Editor Magazine Section, Daily Worker,

1113 W. Washington Blvd., Chicage, lil.
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The Use Value of God

Second lsart: Continued from
" last Saturday.

By Harry Gannes.

Catholic Church Wants Smooth
Methods.
YHE catholic church, with its less
firmly rooted rivals, has been ob-
liged to turn its attention a little away
from theology, in the direction of
sociology. Conditions'of the working
class have forced the church, which
exploits millions of workers the world
over, to introduce a reformistic labor
program. This kind, gentle mother of
many oppressed children knows she
cannot subdue those children without
giving them some sort of soothing
syrup.

The rulers of this powerful institu-
tion, remembering that the heyday of
the church was in the middle ages,
constantly plead for a return to the
guild system of that time. Their labor
program today is laid down by Leo
XIII, which boosts this method of
class collaboration. But nothing
dangerous! Oh, no!

“Our first and most fundamental
principle,” says the holy father, “when

. we undertake to alleviate the condition
of the masses must be the inviolabili-
ty of private property.”

Strikes, of course, tamper with this
sacred institution, private property.
So:

#1f by a strike, or other combina-
tion of workmen, there should be
imminent danger of disturbance to
the public peace. ... there can be
‘no question that, within certain
limits, it would be right to call in
the help and authority of the law.”

Nor is this the only way in which
the modern St. Peter would protect
the capitalist from the workers:

“Religion teaches the working
man. . , never to injure capital, nor
to outrage the person of an em-
ployer; never to employ violence
in representing his own cause, nor
and to have nothing to do with men
of evil principles who work upon
the people with artful»promiseg. o

These “men of evil principles” are
those who tell the workers to help
themselves, and not to wait for the
generous capitalist and their ally god
to help them.

Now, where, in all this, is the sooth-
ing syrup mother church promises
her children? So far it looks like a
pretty bitter dose—a stiff physic.

But listen:

There are several ways (to say
nothing to church regularly) by which
a worker can be made healthy, weal-
thy and wise. The church urges co-
operation with the bosses. She en-
dorses company unions, and all organ-
izations which have a tendency to
smother the class struggle. She
preaches economy, thrift, and tells the
workers “to -be content with frugal
living.” She suports mild reforms, as
“living wage” cries. But on one point
she is emphatic,

“Whatever may be the industrial
and social remedies which will ap-
prove themselves to the American
people, there is no one that, we feel
confident, they will never adopt.
That is the” method of revolution.
For there is neither justification nor
excuse. Through the ordinary and
orderly processes all social wrongs
can be righted.”

For Kash and Krime—the Ku
Klux Klan,

HE most modern dress of the
church militant is the sheet and
pillow case of the ku klux klan. These
are the “four hundred” of religion;
native, white, protestant and gentile,
and as is proper to the elite—especial-
1y hostile to labor.

The ku klux klan sprang up in the
south after the civil war, to terrify
the Negroes into submission, and
warn them -against taking advantage
of their newly gained freedom. It has
recently revived as a fascist organiza-
tion,

A small group of men make a com-
fortable profit from the sale of uni-
forms and other organizational clap-
trap. The senate investigation of the

klan (May 16, 1924) disclosed their
pay roll to be four million a year.

This organization of native Ameri-
can christians-has distinguished itself
by lynching, tar-and-feathering,- and
many pleasant little variations of the
innocent game of murder.

By terrorizing progressive = union-
ists, by lynching striking workers, by
constant howls for “co-operation be-
tween employer and employe” and a
thousand other of the favorite slo-
gans of reaction, the K. K. K. has
declared itgelf again and again the
enemy of the proletariat. It attacks
not only Soviet Russia, Communism

and all forms of radicalism or liberal-

ism, but every activity of organized
labor.

More than once the K. K. K. has is-
sued proclamations accusing strikers
of “interfering with the laws of god,”
meaning the laws of capitalism. It
fights the strikers by propaganda,
threats, mob outrages and murder.
And it always carries on these activi-
ties in the name of “hundred per cent
Americanism, and hundred percent
christianity.”

Protestar;t Preachers Find New Meal
Tickets in K. K. K.

OES the protestant church, up-

holder of law, order and the right
to exploit, oppose the violent and
bloody deeds of the klan? Most of the
organizers and speakers are ministers.
There are 32,000 protestant ministers
in the organization (catholic priests,
Jewish rabbis, foreign bhorn sky
pilots and black shepherds are not
invited to join this exclusive group).
These figures we have on the unques-
tionable authority of a minister, the
Reverend Oscar Haywood of South
Carolina, in a speech made on the
21ist of October, 1923.

These American fascists boast not
only holy, but millionaire organizers.
David C. Stephenson, a millionaire
coal company promoter of Evansville
and Indianapolis, took over the or-
ganization of the Indiana territory in
1923. He asserts that he increased the
membership of the Indiana klan to
380,000, and the Ohio klan to. 225,000
members.

Jealous of the part the catholic
church has played in promoting igno-
rance and misery, in defending cap-
italism from a class conscious prole-
tariat, the K. K. K. has become the
protestants’ champion in the fight.
But where the catholics preach inter-
nationalism, under the absolute domi-
nation of the pope, the K, K. K.
preaches npationalism; and the only
alliance possible between the two
chief forces of religious reaction is a
bitter war on Communism.

Religion Always Enemy’s Dope
for Workers.,

O religion with its million forms,

whether it wears the flowing robes
a2f the papacy, of the ghost clothes of
the ku klux klan, is at. heart the
same. Sometimes it masquerades. as
liberal, as the Y. W. C. A.; some-
times it proclaims itself reactionary,
“fundamentalist,” as do the hardshelis
of the christian creeds. Whatever its
costume for the minute, however
styles may change outward appear-
ances, it is the legitimate descendant
of the spook with which priesthood
first frightened the lowly of the savage
tribe. Formerly it was the weapon of
feudalism. Now it is the tool of eap-
italism. It is always wielded by the
ruling class of the age and country in
which it finds itself.

Markets may fluctuate and business
face bankruptecy, but there is mno
change for the capitalists in the use-
value of god.

THE END.

" Asatirical drawing by Abe Stolar.

By Bertha Shain.
L

T happened at eleven o’clock at

night in one of the largest print-
.ng houses of New York where more
-han six hundred people are employed
and exploited. Most of the skilled
workers in that establishment are
members of different trade union or-
zanizations, such as the Printers’, Cut-
cers’, Mailers’, and Bindery unions.

‘The unskilled are not organized at
311, and therefore, are most exploit-
2d. Their average wage is sixteen
dollars per week.. Their work is hard.
it consists of pulling trucks filled
with magazines or sheets, cleaning the
machines, carrying heavy loads of
sheets to the gathering machines for
the girls to fill in. 'Some are married
men with children. The shop is op-
zrated by two shifts; day and night
workers. (During the school year,
aot in the summer.) I shall not cite
all the conditions of the factory with
its workers, but I shall relate a little
story that occurred not long ago.

II.

T was night. The sky was dotted

with bright, gleaming stars. The
factory district collapsed imto a -sea
of silence and shadow. The streets
grew more and more empty. The rush
and bustle of work was over.

Prominent, almost sithouette-like
stood the huge, enormous structure
that housed the printing plant., Thru
all of its window panes electric bulbs
dazzled the eye. The whirling of the
wheels of the printing presses pene-
trated the biting air outside. It broke
the silence of the street and disturb-
ad the peaceful beauty of the night.

On -one of the floors of the build-
ing, in the press room, a bright young
boy about fifteen years of age was
employed in the night shift. The men
liked him for his joyous spirits and
for his alertness. The boy was eager
to learn a trade. At present he only
earned $16 a week, with which he had
to support his mother and four little
snes besides.

One night, just a week before
Christmas, the boy approached one of
che pressmen, asking him to let him
ir'y to operate a feeding machine. His
request was granted. Several minutes
later a crash of the machine and a
fearful, piercing cry of the youth was
aeard. All the men ran over to see
what occurred. The boy’s arm was
caught in the machine. The excite-
ment was overwhelming, The sight of
the tragedy caused some to faint, Yet
the boy’s nerves‘were stunned; he
did not even weep. His face express-
ed great suffering, he stood there with
droeping head, bitting his lips, his
face turned wan, lifeless and livid.
He was fearfully crushed at heart.
All his dreams and hopes were blight-

“Don’t tell mother.”

An ambulance, a doctor. - A squad’
arrived for the purpose of wrecking .

the machine if necessary. They could

not extricate his arm. The managers

congsulted with the doctor whether. it

paid to wreck thé machine as it would '

entail a great property loss. The doc-
tor advised not to, as his arm would
be lost anyhow, and why not do the
job right now? ®

Meanwhile, the poor boy was strug-
gling herocially in pain and agony
for a half hour, until finally they sep-
arated him from his right arm up to
the elbow, and then he was removed
to a hospital.

The following day the news eof this

event spread like wildfire all over the .
shop. Some said the boy would die,:

as he had lost too much hlood. How-
ever, he
mother came to visit him in the hos-
pital, he concealed his injured arm
under the cover. He felt guilty. With

 childish, beseeching eyes he looked

into her face, but the poor woman
knew of thig misfortune. Crushed, in
great despair, when leaving her son,
she said: “That was my Christmas
gift.” i

Several days later a subsfantial col-
lection was made in the shop for the
boy. Each one, practically gave a
dollar. Since then we never heard
anything more about the unfortunate
youth. The incident is almost forgot-
ten. The work goes on as ever be-
fore, with more exploitation, if pos-
sible.

I

HE employer’s home is rich a.ndi

thrgeous, Tresembling a beautiful

castle described in fairy tales. His:

wife is young and pretty. She never
visited her husband’s factory, she can-

not tolerate the offensive odor of fresh -

print, it makes her dizzy. Besides,
she does not like to see dirty people
and unpleasant faces, ugly things are
not for her. She enjoys wealth,
beauty and idleness.

rope.

Christmas Eve. The employer was
in good wspirits, full of joy and ex-
pectation. Her salon was sumptuous-
ly decked out. An enormous Christmas

tree with countless celored lights, eos-

tumed like a queen, was standing in
the middle of the room. They ex-
pected guests to their party. -“Dis-
tinguished” people were invited.

When her husband entered the roor; »

early in the evening, she greetd him
with a broad smile. He pulled out

from his pocket a small box; it con-.
tained a string of pearls for his wife,

She was so overwhelmed with delight,
that she gave a little scream. What

beautiful jewels! Their tints sparkled .

in an ever-changeable iredescence.
Both stood in the middle of the room,
near the tree,

They reflected many countenances, but
not those countenances bearing the
sweat and blood of ceaseless toil,

0

To A Fat Bourgeois

By Henry‘ GCeorge Weiss.

YOU are hog-fat and your clothing is fine, o

So stoke down your fodder and lap up your wine, - .
Let the paunch of your plenty protrude from your vest,
And the jowls of contentment fold down on your breast,
For we lean and hungry are supple and strong,

With thin lips that murmur, Not long now, now, not long.

‘While you have been eating the best in the land
Bedewed with our sweat and produced by our hand,

In the snow and the rain, in the heat and the cold,
Now tempered by hardships we patiently wait

Our hate has grown bitter, our hearts have grown bold,
Like lean wolves in winter, outside of your gate.

Eat, drink, an< be merry, wax sluggish and proud,
For thus shall you totter, your shoulders be bowed;
‘When the walls of your mansion fall in on ycur head
The poor shall be sheltered, the hungry be fed,

And you and your class will go down in the sea

Of surging red flags in the land of the free!

survived. When the lad’s

Last summer
they both spent their vacation in Bu- -

admiring the pearls. -
These seemed like living creatures.

TheBoy'sArmand .|
the Lady’s Pearl

ed. The only words he uttered were:
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They Want to Jail the

By Alex Reld,

Secrétary Progressive Miners’ Com-
mittee of the United Mine Work-
ers of ‘America.

HE workers of -America will do

well to turn their eyes .towards
Benton, Ill. 'at this time. Thirteen
militant miners are placed on trial
charged with conspiracy, .and attempt
to kill D. B. Cobb, sub-district vice-
president of West Frankfort, Il

‘World Labor Protests..

From-the labor movement, not only
in Amerlca but also across the Atlan-
tic- and in far off Australia, come reso-
lutions-- -denouncing the . dastardly
frame-up a’gainét the miners. These
resolutions show ' the workers 7are
aroused against the disgraceful frame-
up, and the workers stand amazed at
the action of the fake labor leaders
aiding in the prosecutlon

The victims of the frame- up are all
miners, formerly employed by the Zol-
ler Coal company in Zeigler, Ill. These
miners have been imposed upon for
years, and the climax came when the
coal company arbitrarily discharged
the miners’ assistant check-wexghman,
thereby denying the miners proper
‘weighing service. ,

Destroy Working Conditions.

. The discharge of the assistant
‘check-weighman was the last act of a
long series of wanton violations of
the contract with the union. The
miners have had their working condi-
tions destroyed, one at a time, until
they find themselves robbed of the re-
sults of many years’ of bitter strug-
glé on the industrial battlefield.

All' thru the summer of 1925, and

‘the winter preceding that, the miners

have had to guard their homes, their
. wives and families,
. outrages ‘hatched by the coal operat-
. ors, who were ably supported by the
ku’ klux klan and the fake labor lead-
. ers, .
Aids Coal Company.
It was a usual sight last summer to
gee these miners sitting in groups
‘ready to protect their homes against
the thugs who had threatened to
‘ ghoot up their homes, because the
" coal diggers refused to submit meekly
to the coal company outrages.
~ Fox, the sub-district president had
beenn appealed to, many times, from
. the decision of the coal operators, and
this individual sustained the - decision
_of -.the coal owners in mostly every
_ case.

‘Lewis Compelled to Check His
Farrington Allies,

This is the same Fox that holds his
‘office by the theft of the last ballot
in that sub-district. This is the same
Fox who has done his damndest to re-
move all local union officials from
their office; this the same Fox who,
with the aid of Frank Farrington, did
finally succeed in removing from the
local unions most of the officers who
refused to bow their knee to the
Farrington machine, and these are the
game Farrington and Fox whom even
John L. Lewis was finally compelled
to stop in their process of destroying
the miners’ union in’ Zeiglér, Lewis
having . been forced to ordéer a new
election ’ in -Zeigler after -Farrinton
and Fox had firmly planted their tools
in these offices in vialation of the con-
stitutional law of the miners.

Militants Were Re-elected.

This re-election was held. It was
presided over by the representatives
of the International Union because
John L. Lewis knew that the miners
would have no confidence in an elec-
tion held under the Farrington-Fox
machine, the feeling being so bitter
against it. Lewis, of course, was try-
ing to curry favor with the outraged
miners, but the order that this elec-
tion be held under the international
auspices resulted in the re-election of
the former militant group of miners
who had. been illegally removed.

Expels Militants.

The defeat embittered the Farring-
tion-Fox-Cobb machine 'so much that

from attempted’

they set out to destroy all the influ-
ence o fthe progressive miners. They
expelled miners right and left, upheld
the decisions of the operators against
the miners, and created a reign of ter-
ror in the Zeigler local of the union.

The feeling became so intense
against the Fox machine not only in
Zeigler, but thruout the sub-district,
that the Fox, and the Cobb, saw they
were being'repudjaﬁed to such an ex-
tent that re-election was out of the

 question for them,

The Fox Gang Attends Local.

Many ;meetiﬁgs of the miners had
been held to discuss the outrages, and.
the minerw at each meeting had unani-
mously registered themselves against
the betrayals: Finally Fox agreedto
attend-a meeting of the miners to ex-
plam his. actions ‘in sustaining the de-

-cisions” of the: coal company. Fox

came to thls mesting with dozens 9f
carloads of men who were reported to
be heavily -armed, and - prepared to
bully thru their program in any way
necessary.

Brutal Murder of Coal Digger.

After the miners had heckled Fox
and had shown his excuses and expla-
nations to be untrue, Fox, in despera-
tion provoked a “rough-house.” . One
of hig thug supporters, a Kentucky
Coal company scab, drew his gun and
shot a militant miner, a member of
the Workers (Communist) Party, who
wvas taken to the hospital in Herrin
where he died a few days afterwards.
“This thug has never been tried, and
today is at liberty with no charges
against him. The lights in the hall
were shot out, and ehairs were broken
over the heads of many of the audi-
ence, In the melee, the Fox got his
cranjum cracked and spent a few
days in the hospital.

Provoked Trouble.

All eye-witnesses state that the Fox

gang provoked trouble from the mo-
ment they entered the hall, and in

. ftheir desperation was.prepared to gof '
‘Ito any length to gain their ends.

Immediately after the murderous

| shooting in the union-hall, Fox, with

the support of the coal company and
the ku klux klan, had the state au-
thorities bring the charges of conspir-
acy and attempt to murder against the
militant miners who had been present
at that meeting. .

Never since the frame-up against
Tom Mooney has the world of labor
stood aghast at such a disgraceful
spectacle as the one now to be seen
i the courts at Benton, 111,

Militant Labor Shocked.

It is -well for the laboring class to
stop and ask, what is the significance
of this trial, To what extent will the
verdict - affect the laboring masses.
{f the frame-up should succeed in rail-
roading these men to jail it will set

»ack the militant movement for many {’

years, and in many places will prac-
tically destroy all organized labor in
the United Mine Workers’ Union for
a long time to come.- Not only will it
have this effect in the U. M. W. of A,
but all organized labor will be sub-
jected to.similar processes.

World Labor Rallies to Aid.

This fight is the fight of all organ-
ized labor in America.  All organized
labor must rally to the support of the
Zeigler victims of the frame-up. From
many trade unions come the report
that they have passed resolutions and
donated as much money as they can
to aid the miners in their .noble fight
against this crime. From Great Brit-
ain, France, Germany, Canada, Aus-
tralia, and in fact from all over the
world the workers are denouncing the
outrage. Rally to the miners’ defense,
and send resolutions .to Frank Far-
rington protesting against his aid to
the prosecutors of the miners!

The WOrkers; Defénse.

The International Labor Defense is

defending the miners, four of the best|

lawyers in the state have been en-
gaged to fight the case for the victims.
Rally to their support' Smash the
‘frame-up! o
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And the Cat Sniffs the Bird
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Mr. Capitalist has a Cat and a Bird. He likes the Bird—

under some circumstances and at some critical times.
LOVES the Cat and cannot live without her.

Mr. Capitalist, - Cats eat Birds—inevitably and always—and the

nature of cats cannot be changed. .

Mr. Capitalist would like to

keep the Bird now for a while—but the Cat will and must eat the
Bird. Only when the Cat and Mr. Capitalist are dead, can the

Bird of Peace live.

Former Political Exiles

Meet In

By WILLIAM F, KRUSE.

“Association of Former Political
Exiles” has just ended with a big

:meeting at which speeches were de-

lxvered in commemoratlon of .the 100th
anmversary of the Dekabrlst Upris-
ing and of the 20th anniversary of the

f 1905 revolt, the spedakers including F.

Kon, Vera Figner and Leon Trotsky.
The forther war commissar especially
received 'an unprecedented ovation
and delivered a. classic speech.

The society now -consists of 1129
who have undergone penal servitude,
129 who were exiled, 485 who were
hanished, 129 sentenced to death, and
83 who had been sentenced to impris-
onment for life. Totalling up their
yarious punishments it was found that
they had to their credit 10,086 years
of imprisonment, 1,041.years of exile,
1,244 years in. emigration, Wwhile one

- |had been. 29 years in solitary confine-

ment, others 22, 19-and 15 years, and
some had spent as much -as 15 _years
m chains,

Considerable: mterest ifi the revolu-
tionary past is being stimulated by
excellent exhibits in the revolutionary
museums  in Moscow and Leningrad.

- The various revolutionary periods are

HE second federal conference of

 picture of * the
Even the mew-commemorative postage °

Moscow

separated and consist of paintings,
original drawings, cartoons, and vari-
ous documents of the periods in ques-
tion. More and more material is be-
ing unearthed even concerning the
Dekabrist revolt of a-hundred years
back, ‘often coming from simple Siber-
ian peasants among whom the exiles
spent many- weary years. ‘“‘The Men-
agerie” the famous ' torture cell at
Schluesselberg is reproduced, as is
the cell in -which Vera Fenger spent
many years. " Originals and replicas
of the most noted underground print-
ing. presses, diagrams of-the methods
of .their concealment, original copies
of some of the most important .edi-
tions, all these contribute greatly to
the interest and value of the exhibits.
Constant sireams of workers, school
children, peasant delegations and sol-
diers stream thru the musuems under
capable guides to make acquaintance
with their illustrious revolutionary
past. -

The story is also being told in in-
numerable forms in films and stage
plays, and: all the thousands of Rus-
sian bookstores feature an unlxmlted
libarary of books and pamphlets,
while clubrooms, factories, and store
windows put forth no end of inspiring
_revolutionary days.

stamps serve the memory of the great
past struggles for the emancipation
of the workers,
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