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The Real Lg(_)r

By K. A. Suvento

THE march of progress in the Amer
fcan trade unions cannot be stopped.
This is clearly evidenced by the newer
and fresher winds that are beginning
to blow in the movement., The reap
pearance of a powerful progressive op¢
position to the Lewis machine in the
miners’ union; the Passale strike
with its reverberations thru the tex-
tile mills and other industries in the
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east; the great struggle and growth of
the left wing in the garment trades.
And the gemeral spirit of vigor and
militancy that is beginning to make
its way in various sectlons of the labor
movement—all thig points to the fact
that despite all obstruction by the re-
actionaries the American trade unions
are making progress.

In celebrating Labor Day this year
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note should be taicn ol .the fact that
the slogans and policies of the left
wing are gaining a foothold among
ever larger sectlons of American Ia
bor, The demands for the organiza-
tiom of the unorganized, for militant
struggles against the employers, for
driving corrupt labor fakers out of the
meovement, for amalgamation, for

democratizing the trade unions, for a

labor party, etc.—all these demands
of the rank and flle can no longer be
crushed or even suppressed by the re-
actionaries, o :

Our trade unions are making prog
ress despite Green, Lewls and Farring-
ton. What is needed i{s more class
consclousness, more militancy., and
more action by the left and progress-
ive elementa.

What's Become of the Slush Fund Investigation

sensational rocket of senatorial

slush fund flared up for a minute

on the columng of the capitalist press
and died away, Why is t?

It is still news, altho not new ia
the practices of capitalist politics.
But the capitalist press does not en-
joy the idea of dwelling upon this un-
gsavory subject too long. The labor
press, however, cannot afford the lux-
ury of forgetting about it. The M
that our legislators and executives are
being bought and paid for by the rich
and wealthy; the fact that reactionary
labor officials are participating in this
game and are committing the labor
movement to the support of paid
agents of capitalist corporations must
not only be brought to the attention
of the workers agaim and again, but
@ determined effort must be made to

By Robert Minor

break once and for all the alliance be-
twean labor officials and capitalist/ pok
Itica, Aloxulﬂtlmq‘n.

In the Next Issue

“The Messiahs and Othe Fakirs,” by
W. Plckens, A humorous little item on
the mission of Jiddu Krishnamurth

“The British Coaldiggers.™ A letter
from a British coal miner on how the
great strwpgle Is going on.

“Religlon In Literature,® the third
article of V. F. Calverton’s series on
Labor and Literature,

“Ethyl Is Back,” by N. Sparks. A
splendid article of a popular scientifio
nature dealing with the evil effects of
the popular gas “ethyl” upon the
workers employed In Its production,

Barbusse’s first article on the White
Terror In the Balkan states,

And many other features,




U ——

History of the Catholic

Church in Mexico

By MANUEL GOMEZ.

CHAPTER Il
The Church and Political Progress.
AST week I made it clear that the
catholic church in Mexico has al-
ways been a political institution. In
the present chapter we shall sec what
the political role of the church has
been in the historic forward move-
ments of the Mexican people.
“Revolutionary Fathers” Excommuni-
cated.

The struggle for national independ-
ence from Spain may be said to date
from the year 1810. On midnight of
September 10, 1810, Miguel Hidalgo,
everywhere known as the father of
Mexican independence, issued the fa-
mous “grito de Dolores” from the little
church where he was parish priest.
Hidalgo gathered a fervent band of
revolutionists about him and led a pro-
longed struggle for independence. The
revolt was finally put down. Hidalgo
was executed. The catholic church,
which was tied hand and glove to the
forces of Spanish privilege in Mexico,
co-operated with Spain by excommuni-
cating this great leader, who is today
revered by the entire Mexican people.

Hidalgo was not the only revolu-
tionary leader excommunicated by the
church. Another of the fathers o’
Mexican liberty who met the same
fate was the warrior priest, Jose Maria
Morelos.

Thus we see in the very beginning
of Mexico’s struggles what afterwards
became a charactericiis. featyras of
them: thé'16wer clergy—poor priests,
exploited by the upper strata of the
catholic hierarchy—aligned with the
people against the church, revealing
deep divisions within catholicism
which must assist the process of
eventual decentralization and destrue-
tion of the entire hierarchical organi-
zation,

Mexico finally achieved its independ-
ence in 1821. An important factor in
the success of the revoiution was the
defection of Iturbide, commander of
the Spanish forces, who had his own
ulterior motives for going over to the
Mexican side. One must understand
this to appreciate the role of the
chrreh pt that period and in the pe-
rv . o . Tt Ve P At

A tremendous upheaval had taken
Piwov i dpain, King Ferdinand had
ven pushed aside by the triumphant
liberal congress, wigch immediately
put thru a series of reforms in Spanish
law,

Immediately the reactionary forces
in Mexico, and in other Spanish colo-
nies, began to look with considerable
favor on the idea of separtion from
Spain. The new movement in Mexico
gathered great momentum, now as-
sisted with particular zeal by religions
orders whose suppression had been de-
creed thruout the Spanish empire by
the liberal congress of Spain. In Mex-

- {co City the very backbone of the revo-

lutionary conspiracy was the Order
of Jesuits; while in Vera Cruz Father
Fra Jose de San Ignacio exhibited
extraordinary activity in organizing
all the influential people in his dis-
trict under the banner of the revolu-
tion, in obtaining supplies of money,
and in lauding Iturbide as the “savior
of religion and liberator of the father-
land.”
“Red, Green and White.”

The church joined the revolution
belatedly in order to win a new strong-
hold. No thought of republicanigm
entered its mind, It proceeded with
a definite conscious program aimed
to strangle the new republic at fits
very birth,

On February 24, 1821, Iturbide, with
the sanction of his clerical sycophants,
{ssued a manifesto, known in Mexican
history as the “Plan de Iguala,” which
proclaimed the following principles:

1. Establishment of the Roman
catholic apostolic religion as the na-

tional religion, without toleration
for any other.

: 2. Absolute independence for Mex-
co.

3. Establishment of a monarchical
form of government, “tempered by
a constitution suitable to the coun-
try.”

4. Summoning of Ferdinand VII,
or some member of his family, or
of some other royal family, to the
throne of Mexico, to reign as em-
peror and establish a dynasty,

6. Establishment of a Junta to
carry on the government unti] the
meeting of the Cortez.

6. Said Junta to rule in virtue of
an oath of allegiance to the king
until the duties of the government
should be assumed by the monarch
in person.

L * * * o

8. That in the event of Ferdinand
Vil being unwilling to accept the
throne of Mexico, the Junta to con-
tinue the functions of government
until such time as a suitable ruler
be chosen.

9. The government to support and
maintain the “three warrantees”:
independence, unity, religion, sym-
bolized in the national flag, by the
colors, red, green and white.

* * L v B

13. Maintenance of the present in-
stitution of property.

14. Endorsement and protection of
all ecclesiastical “fueros,” privileges
and possessions. :

In addition to the articles quoted,
there were a number dealing with the
constitution of the army and judi-
ciary, but I have sufficiently indicated
the drift of the document. The semi-
feudal despotism of church and big
land owners is affirmed as the domi-
nant force of the nation,

The First Mexican Empire.

The church did not succeed in find-
ing a European monarch for Mexico.
Whereupon it gave support to the
overweening aspirations of Iturbide.
On the night of August 18, 1922, the
new-born republic received a mortal
stab in the back. By a well-planned
coup d’etat, Iturbide was suddenly
proclaimed emperor, and a sergeant of
the army was sent with his company
parading thru the streets of Mexico
City shouting: “Long Live Augustin I,
Emperor of Mexico!” Iturbide, the
arch-traitor—who betrayed first his
own Spanish employer, and then the
Mexican republic, which he had helped
to establish—was solemnly crowned
by the representative of the pope in
Mexico. Shortly thereafter congress
was dissolved.

Thruout the succeeding years the
struggle raged between liberals and
conservatives—the latter, the party of
the big land owners, being consist-
ently supported by the church. Itur-
bide’s ephemeral empire had fallen
before the end of 1822, but the strug-
gle against reaction was rooted deep
in the economics of Mexico's social
system, and could not be ended so
simply.

The Church and “la Reforma.”

After the establishment of Mexican
independence, the next great up-
heaval that marked the forward
march of Mexico was the so-called
Ayutla revolution, sometimes known
as the war of the Reform. Here
again we see the church standing
squarely in the roadway of progress,
pushing the other way,

Just as Hidalgo is the great hero
of Mexico's independence struggle, so
Benito Juarez is the hero of the “la
Reforma,” the first modern revolution
to sweep aside the semi-foudal privi-
leges standing in the WAy of ecapital-
ism. No other figure in Mexiean his-
tory, not even Hidalgo, 18 revered in
the republic south of the Rio Grande
as universally as Jaurez, Hig sta
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A PEEK EACH WEEK
AT MOTION PICTURES

MARE NOSTRUM

ERE is “another of those things.”

A picture splendidly acted, bean-
tifully photographed, most capably di-
rected—all for a story that is so
damnably punk it is an insult to even
the intelligence of a jack-rabbit. And
more, it comes a 'whole eight years
too late for its purpose.” We advise
every worker to see it (showing at
the Roosevelt Theatre in Chicago) for
its many good features and to see
what hysterical war propaganda real-
ly looks like in normal times.

“Mare Nostrum” is a rank propa-
ganda story written by that rank pro-
pagandist Blasco Ibanez, for the Allies
during the world war. And a vicious
bit of propaganda it is. The “sacred
cause” of the Great Powers is glori-
fled, and the Germans vilified and
plctured as head-shaven brutes. The
story deals with a sea captain in
the Mediterranean and his love for a
beautiful spy, espionage, and subma-
rines. The brutality of submarine
warfare impresses one quite vividly
and dramatically and of course is ple-
tured at the expense of the Germans
only. On this one theme are wasted
all the splendid things we mentioned.

Antonio Moreno gives a most credit-
able preformance very ably assisted
by Alice Terry, who is not only a
blond but very much an actress. Three
hundred pound Hughie Mack occupies
a prominent role and a lot of space.
The balance of the cast is composed
entirely of foreign actors (including
Germans whom it villifies) speaking
volumes for the “foreign invasion” of
American films, a subject deserving of
special notice. Read these names of
the cast: Fernand Mailly, Mlle. Kith-
nou, Michael Brantford, Frederick
Mariotti, Mme, Paquerette, Andre von
Engelman, Rosita Ramirez, Uni Apol
lon, Alex Nova, and Kada-Abd-el Ka-
der.

On seeing this picture one cannot
avoid a comparison with “The Big
Parade,” another ‘“‘war picture.” The
former is at least an approach to an
honest mporirayal of war, brilliantly
done, artistically satisfying; “Marc
Nostrum” is a dishonest bit of fake
for gullibles tho most ably done. Why
such a medium was chosen for the
lavish expenditure of both money and
talent, at this time particularly, is in-
deed a mystery (After all the Ger-
mans may not be “our” next “enemy”).
Rex Ingram who has many notable
productions to his credit has also most

capably wasted his ability as director
on it. )

To convince yourself how -motion
pletures are chosen to herd the work:
‘er into slaughter, or to see how it is
done if you are already convinced—
see this picture. The lesson and many
good features it has of the picture
arg 'worth the price of admission,

o W.C.

CHICAGO'S PAUL ASH—
A MUSICAL BARNUM

AN you imagine a crowd that will

wind around a theater for two
blocks, patiently waiting for an hour
and a half “to see the show?” For
three days in succession thig sight
greeted us at the Oriental Theater as
early in the evening as 6 p. m., and it
took exactly four attempts on our part
to see the performance without wait-
ing. And we had to miss supper to
do it!

It wasn’'t the movie. “Senor Dare-
devil,” the picture showing last week
would never pass the censorship of
the most gullible galoot who goes to
the theater. Paul Ash does it! Paul
Ash of the waving, long hair and the
flare of Barnum, There is something
quite remarkable about this self-styled
“Rajah of Jazz.” He has contrived to
weld a performance that gets down
to his audience, that gets under its
skin and that becomes a habit that
brings them back week after week
with clock-like regularity and in in-
creasing numbers,

His performance is often vulgar. A
downright, broad and “common” vul-
garity that is reminiscent of the old
burlesque show. He resorts to the
rankest kind of sob stuff and slap-
stick. He monopolizes the stage.
Even when another performer is doing
his or her *specialty” Paul has his
own little spot-light. He dominates
and is part of every move that is made
at all times and everything that “goes:
over” only adds to Paul's particular
glory.

Paul Ash is all these things and
more—and I know it! And I'm hanged
it I don't make an effort each week
to crash the gate to get in before the
balf-mile line that gathers every even-
ing to pay tribute to his low-down
genius. With the intelligence of the
born showman, Paul Ash has com-
bined the music of his excellent jazz
orchestra with scenery, variety and
surprises. And the usually mediocre
performers who fill his bill really look
to good advantage. Not that Paul
does mnot include occasional really
good “bits.” On the program, which
is changed every week, a dancer, a
singer, or perhaps a member of his
own orchestra will surprise you with
something that is truly clever. That's
part of a Paul Ash show, But that's
not all.

The secret of this musical Barnum
is not pure charlatanry, nor even abil-
ity. Paul Ash has discovered the
secret of making the audience take
part in his show. He's personal.
When he talks to his audience—Iit’s
to an old acquaintance. When he tells
them something new—it's something
“gpecial” for his audience. They sing
with him and for him. They meet
every Sunday morning in a Paul Ash
Club to get acquainted. He lets them
laugh at his hair. He lets his per-
formers poke fun at him on the stage
—within limits that don’t endanger
his prestige. He laughs, he sings, he
dances and he plays—and they pay
to see Paul Ash—the one and only
Paul Ash—and his performers who
are styled the “Little Hot Ashes.”
They sure are. And so's their old
man! Ww. C.

is in every city. A full-blooded Zapo-
tec Indian by birth, he personified the
essentially native character of the rev-
olutionary movement,

During all the years of his promi-
nence Juarez was anathemetized by
the ecatholic church. The church
helped to raise armies against him and
stopped at nothing, not even foreign
intervention, to strike at the cause of
which he was legder.

? .

tor-president, Santa Ana—that arch-
Lfiend of Mexlcaq history—undertook
“to scatter the sacreligious enemies

of the Lord,” but he was forced to flee
the country, nevermore to return,
The three years of bitter war led
to the presidency of Juarez. The re-
form laws and the constitution of 1857
were the signposts of the new era.

The y pit revolution | (To be continued in the next issue of
swept the g dicta- this Magazine.)
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'In the Hell of Europe -

An introduction to a series of articles on the White Terror in the Balkan States, beginning publication in the next issue
of this magazine, written by Henri Barbusse.

. maintain its supremacy.

T!EI! white terror s the offspring of
world capitalism. It s horror, mur-

 der, torture and tragedy organized om

& mass scale. It has made out of the
Balkans “the hell of Furope.,” And if
we could substitute “white terror” for
“Industrial,” we could say with Marx
that “the country with a more devel-
oped white terror merely shows the
one less developed the picture of its
own future.”

There are people, “slaves of the gen-
eral inertia and mediocrity,” who will
not believe that such savage and hell-
ish barbarism is possible in our day.
But savage opression and wholesale
mass murder are the methods of the
inteérnational bourgeoisie fighting to
The white
terror, or fascism, is the socio-poiitical
form of world capitalism since the
war,

People who are still accustomed to
think of the world in terms of inde-
pendent nationalities and of its econ-
omy in terms of independent national
development, fail to realize that the
very powers that have blessed the
world with “democracy” have also
blessed it with the white terror; that
“democracy” and fascist white terror
are different sides of the same medal,
different forms of the same capitalist
domination, and that fascism, white
terror, or open bourgeois dictatorship
is becoming the dominant form of cap-
italist rule.

The white terror is more immediate,
more violent, more bloodthirsty. And
for that reason it is most dangerous
to the international labor movement.
Its activity in the Balkans has re-
vealed the true character of interna-

. tional reaction and the constant need
for organized revolutionary action on
the part of the world proletariat.
“Nothing that has been said concern-
ing the terrorism exercised by the Bal-
kan governments,” writes Barbusse,
“is exaggerated. To those who ask:
‘Is it true? one can only reply: ‘The
truth is worse,’”

Barbusse, together with two other
Frenchmen, went to the Balkans tc

make a first-hand investigation of the
condftions which were giving rise to
repeated tales of indescribable horror.
And the facts and figures which he
has gathered, the scenes of torture
and torment which he describes, the
tragic and futile cries of helpless peas-
ants and workers are the most puis-

By V. Bissig

sant indictment of fascist reaction and
the most powerful plea to every Com-
munist to work more intensely and
more persistently to carry on more
steadily his daily tasks and to defend
the rising revolution against the
bloody reaction of world capitalism,

The class-conscious workers and
peasants of the Balkans are being
ruthlessly oppressed. In Jugo-Slavia,
in Hungary, in Bulgaria and Roumania
the contrast between the modern pal-
aces of the nouveaux riches and the
miserable quarters of the city and

tories are closing, unemployment is in-
creasing, and the police and military
expenditures are absorbing most of
the national budgets. All the Balkan
countries are facing a serious eco-
nomie crisis. In Bulgaria, where the

peasant element is equal to four-fifths
of the total population, industry has

been endangered since the war. Im-
ports have increased, exports de-
creased, and the budget has been con-
fronted with a deficit. In Roumania
money is lacking for agriculture; cred-

]its to the peasants have been cut

down, and public instruction is almost
non-existent, The former boyard
feudalism has given place to a mod-
ern capitalist Teu@alism ftétociously op-
pressing the working class. In Jugo-
Slavia the war budget has increased
227 million dinars and the ministry
of social economy has been completely

By A. LANDY

All the Balkan countries are in the
hands of parasitic governments, main-
taining themselves by artificial means
and utilizing the same insieuments
and organs of repression: legal and
military terror, police and fascist ao
tivity. These reactionary govern-
ments, supported by the big bour-
geoisie, are waging war against the
Balkan masses. In Roumania a sem-
blance of parliamentarism is main-
tained. In Bulgaria, Greece and Jugo-
Slavia the ruling oligarchy has other
means at. its disposal, “The Balkan
elections,” - writes Barbusse, “take
place under the direct pressure of the
gendarmes and the fascists and by
the brutal intervention of the authori-
ties.” The so-called opposition par-
ties are in reality hypocritical and ser-

vile supporters of fascism, as is evi-
denced by the activity of the social-
democrats in Hungary and in the Bal-
kans, The Bulgarian church has
called upon the people to help estab-
lish order (or fascism). The reforms
that have been undertaken are noths
ing but shams and dupery. ‘Wheprsas;
in all the Balkan countries, as wealkas
in Hungary, the powers have estab-
lished a law for “the safety of the
state.” This law, which is essentially
the same in Roumania, Bulgaria, Jugo-
Slavia and Hungary, is the legal ex-
pression of reactionary dictatorship.
By virtue of these laws men and
women have been condemned to death
because they have harbored fugitives
sought by the police without knowing
that these fugitives were guilty or
without this guilt ever having been
established.

A number of gendarmes in the Bal-
kans is out of proportion to the popu-
lation: 45,000 in Roumania, and 60,000
in Jugo-Slavia. There are said to be
40,000 ex-officers and soldiers of the
counter-revolutionary Wrangel in the
Balkans, constituting a violent agent
of destruction and oppression. in thé
hands of the reactionary governments,
The nature of the crime these mercen-
aries are hired to commit is of little

country proletariat is enormous. Fac-

suppressed.

klmportance to them as long as it is
paid for and unpopular.

American Imperialism in

(Translation by Harrison George

HE republic of Uruguay has finish-
ed negotiations with the North
American firm of Hallgarten and com-
pany for a loan of $45,000,000. This
loan comes to increase the external
debt of Uruguay which, previous to it,
mounted to $192,711,776.06.

The conditions of the loan are found
in the law with respect to it adopted
at the beating bell of the legislative
power. Article 1 of the said law auth-
orizes the executive power to contract
the loan in two series, one of $30,000,
000 and another of $15,000,000. The
figure at which the loan is made is
91.53.

Article 2 establishes the half yearly
form of payment, with an amortiza-
tion fund of one per cent per annum
accumulative,

Article 3 is interesting enough to
transcribe fully. It is as follows:
“Both the capital and the interest of
the bonds will be paid off without de-
duction of any impost or other right
that may exist at present or that the
Uruguayan government or any other
authority within the territory of Uru-
guay might create.”

Articles 4, 6 and 7 establish the end
given to the funds and from where
are to drawn the means for the first
amortization, Article b6 establishes
that, in case contracting another loan
guaranteed by the state income, this
loan must be given preference against
the state income or another equiva-

lent,

The conditions noted, we will say
that the loan was settled in a pre-
unaccustomed to the heavy govern-

By HOMER

carious time and with a haste wholly
mental and bureaucratic apparatus of
our country.

A few days sufficed for its projec-
tion, approbation and signing. The
National Council of Administration,
in order to liquidate the subject, even
met on the morning of the 19th of
April, a *“national holiday” for the
bourgeoisie. This haste was carried
into the chamber of deputies, where
a motion was made that it might be
immediately considered while yet the
chamber had not reached that point
on its agenda, and where it was voted
with the sole opposition of the two
Communist deputies,

It is needless to point out the de-
pendence toward the Yankees that
the loan sanctions. But we re-em-
phasize that it is free from all impost,
present and future. It is no longer
for the “sovereign” government to de-
cide imposts and taxations. The in-
terests of the Yankee bankers are
wholly safe from them.

Another interesting aspect of the
loan is the complete imperialist nature
of Article 5. The external debt of
Uruguay is owed to different coun-
tries. The ‘“consolidated debt”, for
example, that amounts to $60,828,276,
was contracted in England. But now
the Yankees, with this Article 5, as-
sure themselves the monopoly.

For instance:: Suppose the govern-
ment wishes to contract a new loan.
It is certain that, indebted as the gov-
ernment {8, new guarantees will be de-
manded, But then it must give se-

PEYROT

and the present loan. On the other
hand, if the new loan is contracted
with the present loaners, this will not
be necessary.

The loan is in dollars and must be
paid in dollars, At the emission of
the first series, the dollar was equal
to 97 Uruguayan centesimos, that is to
say, at par. The strong economic po-
sition of the United States makes it
foreseen that as payments are made,
the doHMar will not decline, on the
contrary it is very likely that it will
rise. This will redound to the injury
of the Uruguayan government.

Then we observe the figure at which
the loan was contracted (91.63); in ac-
cord with this the government will
receive only $41,188500, in place
of the $45,000,000; while on the
other hand the amount it must pay
between interest and amortization, as-
cends to a sum of from $91,000,000 to
$92,000,000,

Of the amount obtained $7,000,000

for public works. The character of
these public works obliges their
struction to be slow, which results in
the country having sunk a great

of money in them for a time, paying,
however, interest at the rate of gix
cent all this period.

the workers’ standard of living. With
this loan the annual payment of inter-
est and amortization of all external

curities to cover both the new loan

debts will amount to around 20,000,000

the loan will have an effect to worsen |

Uruguay

pesos, almost a half of the present
total budget of the republic. Twenty
million pesos yearly of legal graft that
the working class of a country of
1,800,000 population wiBl have to pay.

The first series of the loan, $30,000,
000, was bought, so we said, by Hall-
garten and company at 91.53, and was
resold wholly in North America on
Wall Street market in a half an hour
at more than 96. Which is to say
that the bankers is that short lapse
of time cleaned up a cool $1,500,000.
The government press of Uruguay re-
ceived this news joyfully, declaring
that the incident was proof of the sol-
vency of the country. In reality it is
no more than a proof of the strong
imperialist development of the United
States.

In conclusion, we reafiirm that the
loan has worsened the economic sit-
uation of the workers for the 34
years that it will run. And that, there-
fore, the loan constitutes a battle won

loan. For the First
of May demonstrations # raised the
slogans —“Down with loan!"
“Down Yankee §

talism and the proletariat, it
question of force. The interests of the
bourgeoisie, therefore, triumphed, as

they are the stronger at present,
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TIIERE is. more than one way in which the

capitalists have time and again attempted
to thwart the ambitions of labor. Wherever
it seemed impossible or undesirable to attack
labor headlong and directly, the master class
would proceed in a roundabout way, but al-
ways pursuing the same objective, which is to
prevent the crystallization of class conscious-
ness and class organization among the work-
ers.

Labor Day was conceived as labor’s day. It
promised to become, like May Day, a symbol
of working class solidarity against the capital-
ist class. But it didn’t. The capitalists to-
gether with their henchmen in the labor move-
ment have accepted Labor Day as their own
day, and in doing so have killed the soul of
what should have become a day of real work-
ing class struggle.

Labor Day was made into a perfunctory, of-
ficial holiday. It has become a legal holiday
by act of congress and the Ilegislatures of
thirty-two states. The banks observe it. Every-
thing is closed down. Factories stop. The
mines are shut. None but the wheels of neces-
sary transportation move.

But not because the workers will it. Not be-
cause of a show of main strength by the toil-
w5 in whose:pame this hollow tribute is eb~
served. No! The factories close, the working
class rests on that day because the masters
themselves recognize the day and rest also.
However, as the American labor movement be-
comes more militant and conscious, Labor Day
also will become transformed into a day of
struggle against capitalism.

How did Labor Day come about?

It was first suggested in the New York Cen-
tral Labor Union in May, 1852. On the first
Monday of the following September, a parade
was arranged that terminated in a picnic at
which speeches were made by labor orators.
Two years later, in 1884, the American Fed-
eration of Labor, sitting in convention declared
the first Monday of every September, Labor
Day. In the resolution all wage earners, re-
gardless of sex, race or nationality, were urged
to observe the day until it should become as

of Labor Day

AT
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common as July 4th. Various states were
persuaded to make the day a legal holiday.

So far so good. Labor Day celebrations were
held in all the large cities. Some of them were
impressive. The movement was young and
virile. In the early eighties it was picking up
steam for the battles to be fought at the end
of that decade. In 1886, a huge parade was
held on Labor Day in New York, which was
made part of the campaign to elect Henry
George mayor of New York City. Sam Gom-
pers was there and aided in the campaign.
Injunctions were being used on a wide scale
and with impunity in a number of strikes that
year in New York. “Down with Injunctions”
was one of the slogans of the day. Gompers
spoke from the same platform with Henry
George and told the workers to violate the in-
junctions.

Then came the eight-hour movement. The
American Federation of Labor was the initia-
tor and the moving spirit of this memorable
campaign. The Knights of Labor, grown to
great power by this time, made a fatal error
in refusing to participate officially in the move-
ment for the eight hour day. But the A. F. of
L. went forward with the preparations for the

J.calling of a nation-wide eight-hour strike on

May 1, 1886. "May 1 was 'the logical tithe, with
summer in the offing to fight the battle rather
Labor Day with winter around the corner. That
is how May Day came to be. And that is how
May Day superceded Labor Day—why May
Day is part of the flesh and blood of the move-
ment. But Labor Day was continued. Yes.
But that is another story. :

The strike was called. The response was
enthusiastic. Great gains were won for the
workers. But on the 3rd of May came the
Haymarket—the bloody conspiracy against
again a handful of virile, revolutionary lead-
ers of the workers that was in fact aimed at
the growing militancy of the workers’ move-
ment in general and the eight-hour campaign
in particular. The reaction to this violent re-
prisal was terrific, and there followed several
years of inaction.

Nevertheless, at the convention of the A. F.
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of L., in 1889, the lull wasfbroil;in and it was
decided to proceed with the eight-hour cam-
‘paign. One union at a time was to make the
attempt until eight hours had become the uni-
versal work day. The Brotherhood of Car-
penters and Joiners was chosen to eall an
eight-hour strike on May 1, 1890, Hamuel
Gompers addressed a request to the Interna-
tlonal Labor Congress, meeting in Paris, to ald
the movement by calling mass meetings and
demonstrations throughout Europe. The con-
gress granted the request. The eight-hour
strike was declared. More gains were made
for eight hours in the building trades and great
demonstrations of solidarity and support were
gtaged throughout Europe. From Jthen on
May Day has been kept sacred by the militant
European workers.

But what happened in the United States?
After one more unsuccessful attempt, with the
miners in the leading role in 1891, ths eight-
hour movement was abandoned. The mflitan-

cy of the American Federation of Labor was
dead. May Day was forgotten. In 1894, the
United States congress enacted a law declar-
ing Labor Day a holiday in the District of
Columbia and the Territories. Perhaps the

that day would come to be a tradition in this
country as it had already become in Hurope
had something to do with this decision. The
A. F. of L. was satisfied. This gift of the boss-
es fitted with the slogan, “A fair day’s work
for a fair day’s pay.” The perfunctory annual
observation of an official holiday began and
May Day was left to the revolutionary section
of the American labor movement to keep alive.

From time to time, in various localities,
Labor Day parades and celebrations have taken
on a militant hue. They have occasionally
been genuine workers’ demonstrations, occur-
ing in the midst of struggle, and serving as &
means to unite masses of workers for a single
| purpose. But these occasions have been rare,
For the most part, Labor Day parades are
routine affairs conducted in each city by the
central labor body which appoints a committee

memory of May Day, 1888 and the fear that |
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Art and Labor

EVER since people have been people, how

many have realized that that which is most
beautiful in the world is labor? Throughout
the centuries, art has knelt before the woman,
the warrior, the star. Has it knelt before the
laborer? Are the fearless firemen a less heroic
sight than'the military éncounter? From the
face of the kneeling donors, one can tell what
faith was. But what picture has been left to
us to show the person who loved his occupa-
tion, the transfigured being enraptured by his
beautiful work?

. Bach day, the worker consummates with his
hands the welfare of the world. And it is to
him that art will owe its new life. The spec-
tacles of love, of prayer are exhausted for the
artist.  Who has worshipped the dolorous
beauty of the trades? After so many out-worn
images, here is the renaissance: The blast
furnace opens its mouth from which a tongue
of flame leaps out at the fearless men. The
smoke stack blows towards the sky its great
laugh of sparks which the birds overleap. In
the midst of the white steam, the linen weaver
appears. Half-dressed, in the moist incubus of
her misty loom, the moving solutions illumi-
nate her livid countenance.

Those who do not wish to find in Socialism

respect for income, hold themselves triumphant
in this affirmation: s
It leads the world to ugliness. Through #t
art-would perish. : -
We must beseech them not to cling so

muéh

their art? The novels where three hundred
pages are necessary to learn whether the vis-
countess trifles with the baron or with the
marquis, or with both. The plays in which a
married woman discovers, during four acts,
reasons to her liking for sleeping out.

This world is no longer capable of invention.
Is it necessary to mediate so long before con-
temporary art to see that for it also the revo-
lution will be salubrious. Its spent goul
searches impotently after pornographic diver-
sions. Let us delight in the healthy destroyer
who will achieve its destruction. That which
deserves to die ought to die. The world must
be born anew.

- The poets of the agricultural races have
kissed the earth; and those of warlike peoples,

ennobled murder. The writers of our indus-

the loftiest mysticism: the mysticism of the.
idea of justice, and those who oppose to it the

without clearly ascertaining to what. What is.

ments.
The condition of labor produces the perma-
nent struggle between work and' leisure. How
many people will be allowed meditation by the
shortest working day? And what art will

)| come from this meditation of the people? The

erowd which deals with reality supports the im-
mured artists, ink-splashers, who spend their
lives passing from a study filted with books to
a salon filled with women. The dead mason,
in erecting the story where they now write,
has completed a drama as they will never write
it.

What grandeur there is in the consciousness
of the craft? No one yet has caused this
beauty to dominate us. For, those who ac-

complish it are vowed to silence.

Ceasing to reproduce the gesticulauom of
idlers and to invent the psychol of stock-
holders, art is going to rediscover the times fn

which it was the sublimation of labor, labor
of the soil, labor of war. The drama of the
workshop is on the same plane as the Iliad.
The people who today hold reality in their
hands, who endure the shock of the stone that
falls and the engine that bursts, are the poets

trial race confine themselves to erotici amuge-!
12 crabl

a



oI B

3

AU A TR

it to wind up in.. The speeches. are the flat,
colorless and highly eulogistic type of oratory,
that slightly-alteréd and spoken by different
(but not always) persons, are heard on the
Fourth of July or Decoration Day,

¢ the war, notably in the year 1918,
L %or Ky
Fed

as used by officials of the Ameri-

on of Labor as an occasion to rally
the workers to “help win the war.” The day
was made over into a militaristic demonstra-
tion on behalf of the “War for Democracy.”
The American Federation of Labor officlaldom
and all the little petty officials were hand in
glove with J. P. Morgan trying to win an im-
perialist war. Since that time, Labor Days
have been hardly less servile in spirit, altho

they of course lack the blood and thunder of
that disgraceful spectacle.

In recent years many local labor bodies have
lost even the incentive to arrange parades on
the day. In Chicago, for example, the question
of & parade has been a disputed question.
There has been no parade for five years. In
several more years Labor Day promises to be
10thing more than a mere bank holiday.

Such, in brief, is the record of Labor Day.
[ndeed, Labor Day has traced from year to
year, a veritable picture of the A F, of L. To-
lay the ‘effete Labor Day of 1926 epitomizes
'he effete A. F. of L. of 1926. It is not our
present . job to go into the why of it. . It is
enough to say that the end of the militancy
of the official labor movement approximates
the beginning of the United States on its career
a8 an imperialist capitalist power.

New blood is needed. The present official-
lom of the American Federation of Labor is a

ad ang bloodless hand guiding a movement

wn s§iggish thru too much patronage from
je masper class.

And that new blood, when it cuts off the dead
hand and revitalizes the American Federation
of Labor with the fighting traditions of its
youth and the fire of struggle, will transform
even Labor ‘Day into a day of demonstration
against capitalism, and will also observe in a
real militant way the day of international
working class solidarity—May Day.

By PIERRE HAMP

with fips.: - There is a tragic harmony
in‘théir-higden suffering.

" Their «pregedes the light. They come
in the agitated hour of dawn. In the factory,
theirtramping changes to motionless transmis-

sions. The habitual motion of the machinist -

feels the serrated screw-nut to the last thread.

It is ghe hour. The slow starting of the
hotlon— displays the  light-colored oil on

@ whige, smooth surface. The fly-wheel
winds its cables onto its spokes which accel-
erate themselves, great side-rods shooting out
as if to seize an unattainable ideal. The looms
go. The noise of the workship in the open
morning seems like the buzzing of an insect
with black wings. :

Who wtutell of the lost paradise of this
humanity? But see the good gang of work-
men labor: -

Six steel frame-workers bolt a high beam.
Under them the abyss where flocks pass by.
Their dozen arms obey a single spirit, the spirit
of the trade. He who misses here falls and
kills the others. Against risk, they are armed
with skill. Their motions set, one in rhythm
with the other, form themselves into a single
motion. Nothing is so beautiful as labor. If

e e

Passaic Strikers’ ‘ 'R;ply to Mill Bosses

By MARY HEATON VORSE.

LAST week the mill-owners of Passale defled
public opinion thruout the country by refus-
Ing to deal with either the Lauck committee or
the American Federation of Labor. They threw
a challenge to the 16,000 striking textile work-
ers of Passalc and to every consclous working
man and woman of this country. To the let-
ter sent by the plenary committee proposing
negotiations toward a strike settlement, Charles
F. Johnson, vice-president’ of Botany Mills,
stated arrogantly, “as far as we are concerned
the strike is over.” :
Early in the evening the sireets near the

mills were full of people going in one direction.
These were the striking textile workers going

- to Belmont Park to give their answer to John-

son of the Botany Mills as to whether or not
the strike is ovér. The streets are full of peo-
ple.. Women walking in couples, heads up,
stepping out in wide springy footsteps. Streets
full of people walking with purpose. They are
gay and they laugh. These are happy people
walking toward Belmont Park. It gets to be
a procession. Thousands on thousands of peo-
ple are coming together to tell the mill owners
what they think of this new carefully planned
offensive. It was a move calculated to break
strike morale. Let the workers believe that
there will be a settlement. Indicate that if their
leaders will step aside that the mill owners will
deal with the American Federation of Labor.
Bring the striking textile workers to a high
pitch of hope and enthusiasm, then as victory
approaches snatch it away. Snatch it away
just as they are about to
change leadership. Separate
them from the leaders they
Jove and trust on the pretext,
of settlement and don’t give
jhem g settlement. That ought
to break the workers’ spirit,
especially workers who have
been on strike seven months.
So the bosses thought. j

The crowd going toward EEAE
Belmont Park does not look
as if it’s morale had been
shaken. Thousands on thou-
sands of people are there and
more are coming. They stand
quiet behind the high palings
that shut the Park from the
street. The tall trees spire
above them. Dark trees form
a background for the thou-
sands of ' strikers’ families
gathered' there.

A car drives up, the speakers are getting out
A murmur runs through the children, “Eliza-
beth Gurley Flynn.” When the children here
have grand children her name will still be a
beloved name among the textile workers of
New Jersey. The children who meet here
every night to cheer the speakers, and espe-
cially to wait for Albert Weisbord, set up a
shout. The crowd opens to let the speakers
through. Women put beautiful bouquets of
flowers, zenias and dahlias, into their hands.
On the platform"are the-leaders the- waiting
people know and trust. They have l?een with
them all the long. months of the strike. Al-
fred Wagenknecht, relief director; Robert
Dunn of the Civil Liberties; Elizabeth Gurley
Flynn. Rank and file leaders from the Botany
Mills, from the Forstmann & Huffmann Mills,
are talking to the crowd. They catch the
mood of the calm, assured thousands, the

they fall, it is without knowing that their fall
pours forth into space a silent song great as
the songs of Homer.

In the resistance of giddiness; before the en-
chantments of the fire, where sweat the faces
of hard toilers, and whose active flame casts
reflections on the hidden bodies, all these are
the men who bear the grief of the world. In
their spirit lives the millenary religion whose
Messiah has not yet come: justice. Their
dream is to hope for it, their passion to estab-
lish it. They are capable of dying gladly for
them. What more powerful spirit can give to
art its inspiration? :

young local speakers laugh at the Botany of-
fensive,

The listening crowd stands there, easy as
on top of the world. Their laughing calm is
more formidable than the grey powerful picket
lines. They have victory in their eyes; they
have victory in their step: They laugh. Their
faces have lost the anxious look.

There has never been  a strike -like this.
Never in the history of this country or any
other, can you find g strike where the workers
would stand gecure and laughing in face of
an offensive like today’'s, made after seven
months, They have the gerenity of the invinc-
ible.

What a sight to look down on! Literally a
sea of faces. Every one is here; not part of the
people, but everybody, mothers, fathers, chil-
dren carrying on the strike together. Not just
the men, with the women sitting at home scab-
bing in their hearts, strikebreaking in their
hearts.. The women in this fight have matched
the men. They stand here quiet, clear-eyed.
They have lost the mill pallor; they are people
of defiance, they have the security that comes
from strength.

The sky grows darker, the electric lights are
lit. A shout echoes through the town. It yises
and swells. The young leader is being carried
to the platform by his fellow workers. Eliza-
beth Flynn has just finished speaking. She

has brought word that Miss Wilkinson, repre-
gsenting the striking miners of England, will
bring their greetings to their striking brothers
and sisters in Passaic.

She finishes and her place is taken by Weis-
ord. 7

What a jolly crowd, they take active part
‘n the meeting, shouting out full-throated an-
swers to the speakers’ questions. There is a

constant response, a give and take between the:

speaker and listeners that is unlike the usual

stolid passivity of the average audiences. These -

thousands of people standing here so quiet and
assured, so alive, send up a stream of affection
and trust toward their leaders.

Weisbord is explaining that tomorrow the
registration for the United Textile Workers
will begin. Another shout goes up. The work-

ers. of Passaic are not alone 1in their fight’

against Mr. Johnson’s “new policy.” It is as
though side by side with this great crowd stood

invincible the other workers who made/ this

sight possible. i eid

Who said you can’t buy health?
happiness couldn’t be bought?
can’t buy it, but you can give it. Did you go
down in your pocket for Passaic? Did you give
up something you needed for Passaic? Look
at the Passaic workers, then you will see that
the strike money can buy health and high cour-
age to laugh at this last and most vicious at-
tack of the bosses. The strikers answer to
them is a shout from the thousands of throats
of “Union! Union! Union!”
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HITO BARBADO was up early that
sunny July morning. And as he
neared the Y-—— Electric Co., where
he worked, he could see some of his
friends, already there, laughing, jok-
ing with one another, and in general
enjoying the beauty of that July morn-
ing. As he came within speaking dis-
tance of his fellow-workers they greet-
ed him with: “Buenos dias, Chito!
Como esta.” “Estoy bien"—I am well
~—-he answered, and putting his strong
arm around Benito’s shoulders he gave
him a hug which made Benito wince.
Chito took pride in his great
strength. Not a bullying pride, but
rather the pride of one who knows
his" own strength and uses it as a
means of producing material good, and
protecting one’s self and one's friends.
Chito, from pure joy of his physical
well-being, stood on his toes and
stretched his bronze-brown arms sky-
ward, playing each muscle in the sun,
which gave him the appearance of a
Meunier statue, Chito was proud of
his two strong arms, arms which
stamped out more manganese hobbins
than any other man in the stamping
room. Chito’s pride was a just pride
~—Ilt was a craftman’s pride—a crea-
tor’s pride.

More men had gathered. And, as
was usual on those mornings when
a number of them were early to work,
they took to boxing and wrestling
with one another. Chito spotted Tony,
an exceptionally well-built young Ital-
ian, and asked him if he would wres-
tle. Tony accepted and soon the whole
gang of men were around them, form-
ing a ring, in which the two men, Tony
and Chito, wrestled.

Now one was on the floor, now the
other. “Come on, Chito.” “Hold him,
Tony!"” “Attaboy, Chito! You've got
him.” “Yea!” Chito had shouldered
Tony. Chito then helped Tony from
the ground and they put their arms
around each other’s shoulders and
just then the 7:55 bell rang—time to
work—and thus they entered the fac-
tory, the gang of men following.

“Chito, ‘having donned his working
clothes, walked over to his stamping
machine, his lips puckered up whist-
ling a Spanish love song. He sat
down at his machine, waiting for the

power to be put on. And as he sat
thus he could remember how, three
years ago in the town of Mayaguez, in
Porto Rico, having taken Ampara to
the seashore and embracing her now
and then with those strong, passion-
ate arms of his. B-rrr—the power
was on and the picture faded slowly
from his memory. Time and again
during that morning it would bob up,
and each time he would have to perk
his head down to that manganese-de-
vouring monster, the machine. But it
was hot, especially in that manganese-
laden room. The black dust stuffed
up hig nostrils. No wonder, then,
that Chito should find himself nod-
ding, and trying to force back those
grass-green thoughts which entered
his head here in this manganese-black
room,

It was eleven o’clock, busiest time
of the day. The machines were whir-
ring and stamping, cutting and grind-
ing, a noisome din in an airless hole.
Chito was not putting out as much
bobbings as usual. Chito's head felt
heavy. Maybe it was the heat, or the
exertion in the morning. He shook
his head severely and decided to make
up his loss, for he was working piece-
work. He began pushing more man-
ganese toward the mixing knife of
the machine; more and yet more, and
c¢-rr-rrr-o-¢c-h!  b-rrororr!—a nausea
came over him and like a flash the
memory of his right arm embracing
Ampara flitted thru his mind, and he
fainted.

‘When Chito awoke he found him-
self lying on a white cot, his two
friends, Benito and Tony standing
tight-lipped over him. He felt a hot
stinging sensation thru his body. And
as if in the distance he saw a woman
in white moving. He could not at first
mefte out what was wrong, He felt
as if he was being weighted down,
his body felt so heavy. And then, no-

ticing Benito, he wanted to beckon to
him to come over, and it was just
then that he became conscious that
his right arm was gone. He let out
a maddening shriek-—a shriek of fear
and hatred. It was an animal yell—
a death yell—blood-curdling, madden-
ing, full of hatred—civilized human

A War Cry

By ELEN

HAVE read the story of “Peter,

How Great, Sublime.” Will you
now publish the story of woman’s
greatness. Not alone one women, but
tens, hundreds of women. I was in a
general strike in Belglum some years
ago, The gendarmes rode the big Bel-

gian horses into their midst, crushing, |

killing, oh, so many heroic women,
Said one brother, “Look what we do
for you." This man was a union man,
he spoke to three of his brothers, big,
strong men. “Look at the killer of
women, come, brothers, each of us
four take the horses by the legs, one
man to each leg.,” These men sprang
to the work. The officers knew what
was coming to them and again tried to
ride them downm, the men. It would
not work; burly bodies of Belgian men

for Women
HEACH

in their act. Let justice speak in all
countries where strikebreakers sup-
ported by authorized governments go
out to kill men and women and little
children workers,

L] - L]
ERE’'S another instance of the
working woman’s courage. Cour-

hatred. And moaning a few times,
“ay dios mio, ay dios mio,” he fainted.

“You men go down and continue
your work.” This from the superin-
tendent to Benito and Tony. A faint,
“Yes, sir,” and they left. “Well, what
shall we do with him?” This from
the nurse to the superintendent.

“We've sent for some of his family,
and an ambulance, They should be
here any minute. I'll be too busy
downstairs to be bothered, so you caa
just see that he (pointing to Chito) is
taken to the hospital, and if the rels
tives start becoming fussy, call up an
officer, Good-day.” “Good-day, sir.”

On Militarism

To A Nine-Inch Gun

Whether your shell hits the target or not, -
Your cost is five hundred dollars a shot.
Your thing of noise and flame and power,
We feed you a hundred barrels of flour
Hach time your roar. Your flame is fed
With twenty thousand loaves of bread.
Silence! A million hungry men

Seek bread to fill their mouths again.

—P. F. McCarthy.

You will be given rifles; take them and learn how to
use them. Military science is indispensable to proletarians,
but not for shooting on their own brothers, or on the work-
ers of other countries, . ... as you are advised to do
by the social traitors. You must learn how to fight against
the bourgeoisie of your own country, so as to put an end
to exploitation. Poverty and wars, not by pious resolutions,
but by overcoming and disarming the bourgeoisie.

—Nicolai Lenin.

Bonzano—but Bonanza.
Militarism always looks for war.

dig down to dig up a raise.

RED PEPPER

The upper classes are becoming more snobbish. The woman
who raised her eyebrow is now having her face lifted.

During the Eucharistic Congress the Pope allowed - Chicago
catholics a special dispensation from fasting. They met on a Friday.
The money the congress will bring the catholic church suggests
that the Pope’s representative might become known not as Cardinal

General von Ludendorff is reported to be married again,

The British miners refuse to begin digging until the mine-owners

—WALT CARMON. -

THE TINY WORKER

age in action. It was at a large, en-
thusiastic meeting of strikers in Ant-
werp. There was a dearth of men
workers, union workers ready to serve
on committees. In the audience they
sat, these brave men, yet afrail to
act together, Their wives were sitting
with them., “Come up to the plat-
form” cried the chairman of the meet-
ing, “more men are needed here with
their promise to walk out and stay

comrade joins us
for the first time.
These nice little
things are

By MARGARET
JOHNSON, Ash-
land, Wis.—Age 10.

I am a Bolshevik j°l"-s
And so are you!
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s A better World's in Birth.,” but her y rang thru the hall as her
f message was delivered: “Don’t shilly- |
: Womanhood gone astray with re- |shally.” A slogan for these United _— . T -
venge? No, no, justice had spoken |States working women. \._ This is Saturday—Johnny Red’s Clohes are on the wash.line, ™
Ty o -
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By S. ZENICH. 4
T was in 1906 and 1906 that the so-
cial-democ¢ratic movement in the
Bouth Slavic parts of the Austro-Hun-
garian monarchy began to develop
with rapidity. Up to then there had
been a very small number of the work-
ers around the social-democratic party
while the party was young, inexpe-
rienced, and its official leaders already
leaning to the bourgeoisie, altho that
movement itself had been persecuted
by the government.

Their leaders came mostly from the
ranks of the bourgeoisie and from the
liberal intellectuals. The most promi-
ment of these were: Duraj Demetro-
vich (now one of the leaders of the
Croatian fascisti); Willlam Bugshek,
supporter of the government during
and after the world war; Vitomir Ko-
rach, later a member of the Belgrade
fascist government (now, as a former
ministér of social affairs, on the gov-
ernment payroll); Edbin and Anton
Kristan, now both in the service of
the Belgrade government, and some
others. Al of them have become
traitors to the workers and peasants,
but they were the leaders of the social-
democratic party.

Nevertheless, the movement slowly
but definitely became a mass move-
ment which created its own leaders.

The masses were driven by exploita-
tion to consciousness and struggle.
Their wages were small—$1, $1.25 and
$1.50 for fourteen hours work—these
were the wages of the workers. They
had no labor unions, they did not un-
derstand the English language at all:
they were exploited in all aspects of
their life.

These conditions forced to the fore
new leaders. One of these new lead-
ers that developed from the ranks
was a printer, Milan Glumac-Jurishich.

From the very beginning of his af-
filiation with the movement he was
very active and showed initiative. He

I néver ‘wag satisfaetory to the official

leaders of the party because he did
not agree with their reformistic attj-
tude. He was more revolutionary and
was considered by party leaders a hot-
headed, uncontrolled enthusiast. The
government called him a dangerous
socialist and sometimes an anarchist.

From the beginning he was isolated
in the party, bui he was a real fighter
in the eyes of the broad masses. In
proportion as the party developed into
a mass party Milan Glumac became
more dangerous to the reformist lead-
ers.

In the meantime in the United
States there were hundreds of thou-
sands of Jugo-Slav workers. All large
cities and industrial centers, especially
Chicago, Pittsburgh, Milwaukee and
Detroit, were inhabited by Jugo-Slav
wage slaves. In these cities were some
workers (qualified to follow a trade)
who were members of the social-demo-

cratic party and labor unions in Eu- jtry

rope. They felt it necessary to or-
ganize Jugo-Slav workers into politi-
cal organizations of the workers.

Exploitation of the workers became
more and more intense. Not only
American exploiters but new Jugo-
Slav agents of the bourgeoisie at-
tacked the interests of the workers.
Money exchangers, real estate sales-
men, builders of mew “banks” and
churches, and representatives of va-
rious political groups in Austria-Hun-
gary—these gentlemen were .very
busy trying to win over the workers.

Of course, the conditions of the
workers and peasants were such that
they inevitably were forced to create
their own leaders. The wages were
gmall, working hours long and the
peasantry carried burdens of taxes
and military expenses. The leaders
were not revolutionists—all that was
a condition for the development of
new leaders.

In the city of Pittsburgh there was
organized the first Croatian Workers'
Club. Pittsburgh was followed by
Chicago and general sentiment for in-
dependent workers' organization ex-
isted in all larger towns and cities
where lived Slav workers,

During thé short time of activities
of those clubs it became necessary to
bave a workers' paper thru which the
new idea of gocialism could be spread.
But there was lack of money and there
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was no capable man who could edit
such a paper,

That fact was one more argument
for the necessity of a workers’ paper
which would defend their interests.
The Croatian Workers’ Education
Club of Pittsburgh finally decided,
first, to secure one good editor from
Europe and, second, to organize a
workers’ federation on a national
scale. Communication had been es-
tablished between C. W, B, C. at Pitts-
burgh and the central executive com-
mittee of the social-democratic party
in Croatia (part of which was Aus-
tria-Hungary and is now part of Jugo-
Slavia),

Social-democratic leaders such as
they were did not believe in the suc-
cess of the C. W, E. C. in Pittsburgh,
but they did not refuse to send one of
their capable comrades. To get rid of

him the central executive committee

of so many dollars

And the wind
night,

Answers they cannot understand,
And men who go by the name of brokers,
Keep on buying and selling slices of earth,

And each soft hand .

of the social-democratic party decided
to send Milan Glumac-Jurishich.

Milan Glumaec-Jurishich had been
convinced of his success since he
came to America. In 1907 he was in
Pittsburgh. The same year the W.
E. C. was organized in Chicago and
definite preparations had been made
for other cities, In 1908 the C. E. F.
(Croatian Educational Federation)
was organized and its official organ
was issued—Radnicka Straza (The
Workingclass Guard). The edifor of
the paper was Comrade Milan Glumac-
Jurishich, At once he became a leader
of the Jugo-Slay workers in this coun-

In its first year Radnicka Straza was
issued twice a month in half news-
paper size. The next year—1909—
the South Slavic Socialist Federation
was definitely organized and affiliated
to the socialist party of America. In
the meantime, Radnicka Straza be-
came a large weekly paper (like the
Radnik or The DAILY WORKER now,
in four pages). The socialist move-
ment among the workers became a
fact.

Radnicka Straza was born in a hard
time. In 1907-10 there was great un-
employment in this country, Workers
were hungry and desperate; the ig-
norance of the workers was still
strong; religion, patriotism and gen-
eral backwardness ruled supreme
among the workers. But the activity
of the comrades under the leadership
of Comrade Glumac never ceased.
They were very active, Glumaec him-
self was editor and printer of the
paper. He worked for four oy ftve dol-
lars a week, with which he had to sup-
port his family and pay expenses for
meodicine and doctor (he had tube;gz;
logis). Many times he gave money
hungry comrades. Radnicka Straza,

whip in the hands of the socialists
against the Jugo-Slav priests, business
men, speculators and bourgeols in gen-

Real Estate

By HERSHELL BEK.

Men who go by the name of brokers,
i on the corners of Main Street,
¢ in offices with “Real Estate”
written in gold on the plate glass windows,
Bargain and barter in slices of earth,
‘And thé slices pass from hand to hand,
And each soft hand takes an easy rake-off

And a grimy miner,
And a steel worker,
After a hard day's work,
Go home along Main Street,
To their flats in a tenement house,
And they ask themselves questions,
“Why is the rent so high?”
“And where is the rent to come from?”

whistles answers in the

under his editorship, was a strong |class

OF RADNIK '

sharp, clear and enthusiastic articles
in the paper were swallowed by the
workers like hot cakes. Organizations
were built in all larger cities of this
country,

One thing was characteristic of
Radnicka Straza during the editorship
of Milan Glumac—the writings of the
paper were not fully in the spirit of
the socialist party. Glumac said many
timess “The socialist party is too soft
for the capitalist class and its agents.”
He was a left socialist in spirit and
conceptions of struggle against the
capitalists.

Until 1912 the South Slav Socialist
Federation grew numerically and the
subscriptions increased to 3,000,

Nevertheless the sickness of Com-
rade Glumac forced him first to a
farm, then to California, where he
could not remain because he was iso-
lated from the movement, He came

of easy gain.

back to Chicago and finally died in
January, 1924,

His successor as editor of Radnicka
Straza was Theodore Cvetkov, at pres-
ent a renegade to the Communist
movement. Cvetkov was a pacifist by
soul and an opportunist by political
.conceptions. After the death of Glu-
mac the fighting spirit of the move-
ment declined to a great degree.

In 1915-16 came the discussion and
split in the South Slavic Socialist Fed-
eration. Two wings were created—a
right-social-patriotic wing, with Kris-
tan and B. Savich at the head, and a
pacifist-opportunist centrist wing with
Cvetkov at the head.

In 1917 Radnicka Straza was sup-
pressed by the authorities and Nova
Misao (New Thought) was issued.
After the first number Nova Misao
was also suppressed and Znanje
(Knowledge) was issued. Znanje was
as large as Radnicka Straza in 1917.

From that time up to 1922 Znanje
was issued. The editors of it were
T. Cvetkov and Geo. Kutuzovich, who
became a renegade to the movement
in 1923. Parallel to the left wing in
the socialist party the left wing move-
ment among the South Slavic work-
ers ‘developed. The Cvetkovites were
very weak as compared to the influnce
of the left. The Jugo-Slav workers
became class consclous to the degree
that they knew that bolshevism is the
solution for them. During the world
war they passed thru hard expe-
riences; they were attacking the pacfl-
ism of Cvetkov, the membership were
with Cvetkov because of his anti-mili-
tarist attitude. But the membership
felt that pacifism cannot save the

working class from the heel of im-
perialism '

The workers passed thru great ex-
periences. The American -capitalist
ss persecuted them. Those who
were for the allles v .re forced into
the army and forced to contribute
special war donations; those who were

eral. The paper gained daily in in-

fluence among the masses. Short,

for the central powers (Austria-Hun-

Workers

with jail, persecution, and many of
them deported to Georgia prisons,
etc.; internationalist workers (follow-
erg of the left wing in the socialist
party) were under the most terrible
conditions, blockaded from all sides by
the enemies not only on the part ef
American capitalist servants, but by
Jugo-Slav dollar patriots and priests.

These conditions were the main rea-
son for the large influence of social-
patriotism on one side and pacifism
on the other. The left wing had no
leadership, had no full and correct po-
litical line because it was just begin.
ning to develop. Later on the left
wing became stronger and stronger
and finally became a real power
among the Juge-Siav workers in this
country.

‘The South Slavic Soclalist (Interna-
tional) Federation as a whole became
a part of the left wing in the soclalist
party, Later on the federation was
afliliated to the Communist Party of
America and from that time remained
an active sectfon of the American
Communist movement,

In 1921 the decision was made to
change Znanje to Radnik and that in-
stead of a weekly it should be a tri-
weekly, =

Cvetkov and his followers were op-
posed to both changes. In connection
with other political and principal dif-
ferences, the question of the press
was one of the most important. For
nearly one year the fight went on and
finally Cvetkov left the party and the
federation. Some of his followers
went with him. All of them declared
that the South Slavic Federation
would collapse, that Radnick would
not be able to continue publication
three times a week. Their demoraliz-
ing, pessimistic and opportunistic at-
titude did not destroy the movement,
They did not even succeed in splitting
it, because the membership stood
strong for Communism and party pol-
icy and discipline was sufficiently ap-
plied. But they succeeded to .a,eer-
tain extent in isolating the federation
and in shaking its morale. Neverthe-
less, altho very slowly but positively
the federation became stronger in all
ways.

Radnik 4s a tri-weekly paper, with
a better political line, better articles
and greater spirit step by step break-
ing down the walls of isolation, be-
came a more popular organ., The
ranks of the membership became
closer and politically stronger.

In 1926 the Bureau of the South
Slaviec Fraction (former federation)
came to the conclusion that Radnik
should become a daily. The 1st of
May was selected as the date, In
reality, on the 1st of May, 1926, Rad-
nik became a daily. The enthusiasm
of the membership and subscribers,
as a whole, was such that about
$10,000 was collected for the dafly,
altho the Jugo-Slav workers gave for
the Internmational Labor Defense at
least $10,000 and for The DAILY
WORKER at least $5,000 and for
strikes and other campaigns a great
sum of money. We must have in mind
unemployment, also the offensive of
the entire reaction and bourgeoisie
(including opportunists in various
forms),

Radnik is a daily. Its policy is the
policy of the Workers (Communist)
Party of America. It becomes more
and more a mass organ of the Jugo-
Slav workers in this country. More
than that, Radnik is becoming a Com-
munis§ (Bolshevik) paper. Its in-
fluence reaches the Jugo-Slav workers
in South America, Australia, New
Zealand, not to speak about Canada,
Jugo-Slavia and even Soviet Russia.
Radnik has connections with Jugo-
Slav workers in all those countries.

The conditions of the workers are
forcing them to come nearer to the
vanguard of their class. Radnik is
trying, with success, to reach all the
Jugo-Slav workers in this country, to
organize them for class struggle
against the capitalists,

The fighting spirit of Milan Glumac-
Jurishich, the first editor of Radnik
(Radnicka Straza), combined with the
Communist idea, principles and poli-
tics, is leading the Jugo-Slav workers
into the ranks of the Workers (Com-

gary and Germany) were threatened

munist) Party of America in the strug-

—
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WHAT AND HOW TO READ

By ARTHUR W. CALHOUN,

OW we come to a book thal some

of the comrades have stigmatized as
the gospel of class collaboration. You
won't know what to say about that
till you have read the book, but sup-
pose that as you go you keep in mind
three questions: (1) Did the authors
intend class collaboration? (2) Weuld
the book tend toward class collabora-
tion If its teachings were generally ac-
cepted? (3) Can we make any sound
use of. the materizl in it? It may
sometimes happen that the same book
can be used as a text-book in class
oollaboration or as a text-book in class
straggle, according to the disposition
of the students and teachers.

The book in question is Hamilton &
May's “Control of Wages,” one of the
aumbers on the “Workers’ Bookshelf”
of the Workers' Education Bureau.
As you read the first two or three
chapters see whether you can find any-
thing to explain the new interest in
economics, both on the part of busi-
ness interests and on the part of la-
bor. How much hinrges on the ques-
tion whether labor is a commodity or
not? How does the traditional busi-
ness view about wages differ from the
labor and ‘Yocial’ views? What mo-
tives do you detect im the orthodox
explanations of why wages are what
thay are? What difference does it
make whether there are any natural
laws determining wage levels? In so
far as there are soch laws, where
must we look for them? Perhaps it
will appear as a result of this study
that labor’s choice is between trying
to make itself a more valuable com-
modity and trying to get rid of the
wage system.

As you proceed with chapters IV
and V, try to get a clear picture of
the possible sources from which the
workers might possibly gain wage in-
crements. Supposing it were possible
to pare away unnecessary income of
property and privilege to the limit,
BoW nearly would the needs of labor
be met? You may not like the anthor’s
emphasis on the smaliness of the total
amount available for annexation; but
remember what we said in an earlier
number: that even in . the United
Statea, the richest country in the
worid, the total annual product is at
best barely sufficient to give the whole
population a decent living even if all
injustice in apportionment were done
away with.

Now why has labor been more inter-
ested In attempts to change the dis-
tribution of wealth than in efforts to
increase production? Under what con-
ditions might labor safely face the
problem of efficiency of production?
To what extent have labor and the
techaicians commeon interests as
against management and the property
holders? Assuming that labor could
in various ways promote increase pf
industrial efficiency, do youn find
that fact any guarantee that the ben-
efits will accrue to labor? These ques-
tions are of practical significance. A
year ago the B. & O. plan was a flow-
ery gospel. Today it is beginning to
sound like a battleground. It may
tarn out that experiments with union-
management co-operation will put a
new edge on the class struggle in the
form of a battle over the fruits,

‘When you come to chapters VI and
VII of Hamilton and May you face the
problem of a general strategy of the
econoxic system. Is it necessary for
labor to have a general economic phil-
osophy? How would you character-
ize the reorganization contemplated
by the authors? Is it reasonable to
expect a rational, orderly solution
along logical lines? Would labor dom-
ination mean an automatic end of
economic Injustice?

In chapters VIII, IX and X we ar
rive at a theory of wages. We see
that it is necessary to figure in mnot
merely the amount of money In the
pay envelope, but also what the money
will buy, and besides this we need to
count the things the worker gets with-
out paying the bill out of his own
pocket. Are free schools, libraries,
ete,, nunder capitalism a benefit to the
worker? How much would a Commu-
nist society increase the number of
goervices furnished free to the com-

munity? How would it change their
nature?

After you have taken eéverything
about the workers’ income into ac-
count, sum up in one sentence the
wage theory that emerges, What use
can you make of such a theory by way
of propaganda? Could you apply it
effectively to the workers’ struggle in
& particular industry?

Then come chapters XI and XII,
which offer an approach to a poliey
for labor., What sort of internal and
external adjustments would organized
labor have to undertake in order to
got itself into a position to act ad-
vantageously on the analysis provided
in this book? How far can inventive
and constructive functions be per-
formed by a militant labor organiza-
tion? How would you decide in a
given case how much emphasiag to put
on, getting something away from the
employer as compared with promoting
an increase of efficlency? How much
weight would you give to argumants
about “fairness,” “right,” “Justice“?
What would you say to the authors’
argument for reform as contrasted
with revolution? Is their viewpoint a
labor viewpoint?

On the home stretch, through chap-

ters XIII-XV, ask yourself fmally
whether this book is a treatise on
class collaboration. How wmuch of a
clue would it give to the sort of analy
sls of economie function necessary un-
der a workers’ commonwealth? What
are the chances of the workers going
in for productien?! If they do, will
their co-operation with managemeng
allay the class confllot or will it open

up new things to quarrel about?

Some would say that the questions
raised in the reading of this book
would give a sufficlent outline for a
complete analysis of the economie sys-
tem. Has the book modified your no-
tions in any respect! Has it given
you any new weapons for your fight?
To whom would you recommend the
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“MOANA”—See it!

“VARIETY"—"Smaxico” says “Yee—By all means|®
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