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Now Belongs to Past,

Says Norman Thomas|

Sochlut Leader Greets ‘Russia’s Glorious Victories, But Crit-
| icizes Soviet Policy—Opposes Red-Baiting, But |
Disagrees with Communist Tactics

i The debate between Norman Thomas, member of the Natiopal Executive
Comniittee of the Socialist Party, and Earl Browder, General Secretary of the
Cammunist Party, was held in Madison Square Garden, New York City, Nov.
27, 1935, at 8:30 p. m., Leo Krzycki, National Chairman of the Socialist Party,

Chairman. The announced title of the

can Workers—Socialist or Communist?”

debate was “Which Way Out for Ameri-
After the chairman’s introduction,

Thomas spoke, followed by Browder.  Then came announcements, followed by
rebuttals by Thomas, then Browder. Thomas concluded with a sur-rebuttal.

Opening Speech of Norman Thom}:s

Norman Thomas: Comrade Cburnian.
Oonirades and friends, this, I trust, will be an

that has gathered. It will
genuine debate, but it will, I ‘
debate like a high school ¢ontest for points;
will not be & debate such as lawyers are familiar
with. who must win their case at all costs,
even the cost of truth itself. It will not, I trust,

be & -debate such as old men might indulge in.|tenight.

whose minds are so turned to the past that they
can remember what has
* Joox| forward to what ougiit to be. (Applause.)

It iz a debate where we shall compare our
minds, because, however great may be the dif-
ferences between us, we 'afe in the presence of
8 common danger. We do face a common
enemy. We live in time of a common crisis, and
we have seen how great tragedies have come
to the world, when men who, at least, ought to
have cooperated to some extent, have had to
learn painfully the arts of pooperation in a con-

. centration camp maintained by their enemy.
(Applause.) :

It is, T think, particularly appropriate that
this magnificent audience should be gathered
here in Medison Square Garden, because it'was
not, efter all, so very long ago that Madison
Bguare Garden saw the bitterest expression of
lack pof cooperation, saw the Communist attack
upon & mieeting of Socialists and trade unionists
gathtred to commemorate the bravery of work-
ing class Austrian soldiers and martyrs. That
s thing which now belongs to the past. (Ap-

L

some of the points that are
Let me, therefore, nmow, by way of
make certain things clear: I reserve the

- o speak of lessons: that fo my mind
learnied from Russia's miistakes, as ‘W
from: Russia’s glorious victories, but I want
make it as plain as words can make.it, that
regard the achievement in Russia as the on
outstanding achievement, the one bright pillar
of hape, in the turbulent, donfused world of the
last few years, (Applause and cheering) [We
will have to ask for iime out as in & football
game 1f you keep on like this!]
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cguse at last collectively workers with hand and
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A Fellowship of Free Men

I am a Socialist because I want a fellowship
of free men on earth.

I am a Socialist because I believe loyalty to
e
‘not indulge in a kind of mass abstraction or
worship, when we hold, even in & transi-
period, mich civil and religious liberty as
been painfully won.

‘am a Socialist because I want more liberty
we ever can have under capitalism, and I
do not think we have to wait for all that in-
dividual liberty until at last socialism is securely
| established here all over the earth.

| I am a Socialist because I believe in the proc-

F-EEjef

socialism without perfect democracy, or per-
fect democracy without perfect socialism.

I am a Socialist, because, while we struggle
toward that end, which we have not reached

:

are
Moscow as in fact they have been handed down
since the formation of the Third International,
80 that some of you have “been made rather
dizzy changing your minds to keep up with the
correct line.

I am a Socialist because I am afraid of the
over-ceniralization of bureaucracy, even in a
noble cause. I know that in this time, so great
are the powers of destruction which machinery

i

poor sirategy to put the kind of emphasis that
Communists have put in America upon the in-
evitability of great scale violence, and of a dic-

1

| esses of democracy. There never can be perfect|
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DEBATE BETWEEN NORMAN THOMAS AND EARL BROWDER
' Square Garden, New York, November 27, 1935

20,000 PAC

K HALL TO HEAR LEADERS OF TWO PARTIES

e~

Every seat in Madison Sénare Garden was filled before the opening hour of the debate between Norman Thomas, leader of the So-
i clalist Party, and Earl Browder, general secrefary of the Communist Farty, on Nevember 27, 1935
class is better expressed when we| able to get seats, ABOVE—A vipw of part of the audience.. INSERT-~Norman Thomas and Earl Browder shake hands before the beginning
of the debate. In the center, L¢o Krzycki, national chairman of the Socialist Party, chairman of the debate,

Five thousand more stood outside, un-

i

Leo Krzycki Hails Significant

s

Event

NATIONAL CHA;IRMAN OF SOCIALIST PARTY PRESIDES AT HISTORIC DEBATE

Chairman Krzycki: Now, Comra;ﬂes. while the

memoranda, I am asked to pinch+hit. We saw
fit to meet at a time which marks the sixth

Hons, at least, who are still totally out of a job,

fating charity, in the richest ceuntry in the
world. It is also significant that ;we are meet-
$1ng shortly after the most import&:nt labor con-
{ vention in the history of the labior movement

l»had its meeting. It is indeed enr—e;uraging to us
| radicals in the political and trade-union move-

clusion that the millions of wirkers in the

|chle! participants in' this all-important discus- |
sion are putting the final touches to their|

the - capitalistic hell if the. labor movement

{that so many thousands of men and women

clings to the old cobweb policy of the craft|furn out to participate in a discussion of a

unions. (Applause)
who are! indeed cheered by the launching of
these powerful labor groups of a crusade for the
purpose of educating and organizing the
millions of unorganized workers.

However, those of us who are privileged to

& very brief dimy spree, there are ten mil- |observe both ‘the political and the economic
| movements, we know only too well, from bitter
and many more millions who recelfre cold, humil- | experience, that unless labor obtains political

power, it will not get very far, even though it
does organize on an industrial basis rather
than en & craft basis.
issue injunctions and to send out
shoot down defenseless, unarmed workers,

And there are those of us|question that is indeed very much before the|

mass of the working class.

I take it that you know that the subject that
we are presenting to you is entitled, “Which
road for the American Workers—Communism or
Socialism?” Both political groups engaging in
this discussion went out of their way in finding
spokesmen . who, in their opinion, because of
their experience and because of their daily
contact with the workers and farmers, are best

i qualified to represent their particular side of
As long as the power to |
militia to|
as;
|long as the power to declare laws unconstitu-:
ment to witness at least six outstafnding. power- | tional is on the side of the exploiters, labor|years very closely associated and I have fre-
+ | ful aggressive unions affiliated with the Amer-|will have indeed a hard and rough road to}guently found myself in a double-harness with
jcan Federation of Labor coming to the con-|travel,

the question.

We are first to look upon and hear onc who has
appeared on this platiorm on many previous oc-
casions, one with whom I have been for many

him in labor struggles, and I now present to you

Y
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United Front |
Urgent Need,
Says ]il:(_)wder

Says Danger of Fascism and
War Makes United Action
Dominant Issue in World

Chairman Krzycki: You have just heard Nore
man Thomas who is generally accepted as the
spokesman for the Bocilallst Party of the United
States.

The Communists likewise, in looking over
their field of spokesmen, men who are well in-
formed on this subject before us, saw fit to

ng).
The audience arose and applauded.

Opening Speech

of Earl Browder -

that this debate could be held, but it
step only from the point of view of
| B is a small step from the point of view of
| ‘'what we need, that is, in spite of dll disagree-
| ments, to establish a real united front between
the Socialists and the Communists. (Applause).
This s what the American working class needs.
This is what we are fighting for. This is what
we will continue to fight for, despite all points
of disagreement which still remain,
| Comrade Thomas spoke about sipcerity and
good faith. Well, we &re sure that fascism
sincerely wants to crush the working class in
't.heUmudatnu. We can discuss for ten years
about sincerity and not progress so far as we
would in six months of serious umited front
work. . A few weeks of united effort
to save Angelo Herndon has done more to provs
sincerity than years of argument could have
done. That is what the experience of the
Italian Communist Party and Soclalist Party
and French Socialists and Communists was.
Joint work will quickly remove anything that
is personal, prejudiced and a hang-over of the
past political fight between the two parties.
We have tonight already been given enough
| ground to prove the possibility to build now
|such a united front. Comrade Thomas dee
| clares that we have a common enemy. Well,
against that common enemy, s common fight.
That means united fromt. Comrade Thomas
declares that we have the common task of
| winning the American working class to Socials -
| ism. From this follows the united front to win
| the American working class for Soclalism. He
opposes the red-bziters in the American Fed-
eration’ of Labor and in the Socialist Party,
because he believes it is damaging to the Ameri-
can working class. Very well, let’s fight to-
gether against this fascist poisom, which, it it
| succeeds will hang all the Reds, among whom
i will be not only Foster and Browder, but also
|Nonmn Thomas, whether he calls himself a

s
the
vi

And 80, In view of these most recent happen- | Norman Thomas, to present the Socialist’s side.| Red or not. (Applause). And we are afraid they

United States cannot possibly bomted oqt of lnctinﬂgclahormonm&t,ﬂh!ndeed timely | (The audience arose and applauded.)

I?

s

casc, is the fact that we do nof observe the
withering away of dictatorship as; fast as some
of us had hoped when the original revolution-
ary emergency had passed. We do not observe
that that country which seems fo be the se-
eurest of all Europe of the great nat
| extended
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s | nected them specifically ‘with thé crime. We

want justice, for the individual €ven in times
like this. 'We are disturbed because scores of
men and women in Russia, besides those ex-
imprisonment
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profit system, and to providing sbundance for; And we are disturbed, too, st the record
all. But, what troubles us in Rusgia and in the { that Communism has made outside of Russia.

Communist's statement of the Russian case, or|Oh, by no means is it all bad. I want now to
what has heretofore been the staiement of the|

express what I have expressed a score of times
before, namely, my admiration for the courage,
the gallantry, the devotion with which Commu-
nists have pushed their cause. It is something
from whi¢h all of us can learn (applause) but
at the same time, that cause has been pushed in

;|a way to bring disruption into labor’s ranks.

years ago, might not history have been dif-
ferent? Suppose that the present Communist
position ebout a united people’s front had been
taken earlier? 1 think then there would have
been no time when Communists and Nazis made
common cause, as they did in one or two sirikes
and elections in Germany, notably in the famous

it
H

1
g

i
i

i

i

i

£
&

ﬁ

5

| e e

recognize myself any more when I read the
“Daily Worker.” (Laughter and applause) Either
!‘ have changed so that my wife wpuld scarcely
Enow me, or something has changed. ;
Now, you will think perhaps that I am exag-
gerating. Let me therefore refer to Communist
sources.: The question is what to quote out of
the innumerable Communist statements about

| enemy, the bourgepisie, we must direct the main

blow against its chisf social bulwark, against the
chief enemy of Communism, in the working
clase, against Social Democracy, against Social
 Fascism.” There is more of it, but that will do,
I am in a hurry.

= b

wouldn't even spare Jim Oneal. (Laughter),

Central Question Is United Front

l Why is the United Front the central, all-
| dominating question today in the United States
! and throughout the world? Becanss of the dan-
ger of fascism and war. Comrades, 1 must say
that I misced in the presentation of the spokes-
man for the Socialist Party a deep feeling of

wherever they atiempt
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tatorship of the proletariat and Soviet power
(adplause), the political farm of transition from,
' chpitalism to Socislism, which alone gives de-|
silers, and is s dictatorship against the monop-

#s. bankers and other capitalist racketeers.

z‘? t is this: Learn from experience. The
wotking cless of Germany, in its majority had
followed the road of reformism. German So-
ciaj-Democracy was the party of the majority

historic facts give the
a$ to who is right on
revolutionary Social-

emrades, these two
answer to the question as
the. fundamental issue of

ism—that is Communism--or reformism. |

Germany A

Reformism in

imm answer the scrusétion made here that

the: German working class had followed the
policies of the German Communists in 1918
andithe Austrian working class had not followed
Qttd Bauer and Friedrich Adler, Europe and
the ‘whole world would have another face today.|
Not:fascism would be triumphant in Germany

history, it 4 German and Aus-
triay reformism that is responsible for the de-
fest of the revolution in Europe. It 1§ exactly|
becalise the Russian working class did nmot fol-|
low the Russian reformists that voday it is
& Spcialist country, a§ our militant Socialist
frierids admit, and not a fascist Russia. .

Permit me to cite one example cioser home.
Imagine for 'one moment the Old Guard in the
“Usitpd States about whom Comrade Thomas is

they:are behaving like Hitler, imagine them in|
‘ of guns, of the powerful|
3 l]' ’ -I

1} b whom would they

against

. vancing only slowly in elections, while the So-
! cialist Party even falls back to about the level

* | cialist and Communist Parties over the large
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meet the changed world situation; it
tained unchanged the principles of the
program of Communism. (Applause)

el

- BROWDER SPEAKS

aceepted. Prom our side, wp have also nar-|a Farmer-Labor Party, based on ithe immediate

E 3 } needs demands of the toilers,a party which
terminedly all remnants of sectarian attitudes couldn't be either Bocialist or Communist, but
on the question of fighting fot the preservation | which must be neither anti-Socialist nor anti-
of all bourgeois democratic liberties. Applying

the capitalist parties.

il

front, a Farmer-Labor Party. (Applause)

Unity on Farmer-Labor Party

/being attacked by fascism and bour-
struggle of the prolefariat so dictate” (
plause) , | |in full swing. The forces of reaction—the Lib-
m"“:.“":: } workers are Dot orty Jeague, Hearst, Coughlin, et cetera, are

Socialists | Comm ”m;mm daily with the most powerful resources
'w‘gmu.:zmm".'u their command to bring about the victory

see
and ' war methods of rule against the masses, in the
coming presidential elections. Burely the mili-
tant Socialists do-not take the position that
' Roosevelt will save us from the danger of fas-
cism. ' Surely they do not take the position
that the present forces of the Socialist and
Communist Parties alone are able to save this
country from the menace of fascism. Then how
can we delay united action for a Farmer-Labor
Party?

Why can’t we unite on a wide campaign in
the trade unions, in the farmers organizations,
in the middle class organizations, in favor of a
Farmer-Labor Party? Why can't we work
jointly in these mass organizations to secure

' their endorsement of organizing a Farmer-La-
bor Party? Why can't we unite forces to begin
building local united committees for the pro-
motion of a Farmer-Labor Party movement?
Furthermore, in a large number of localities,
and even in some states, the situation is mature
for the actual organization of local and state
labor parties which from the very outset would
| rest upon and receive the support of widest

of the Communist Party this year, and the
total vote of the two parties Is even declining.
Of course, we are very glad that the Commu-
nist vote is rising. This requires all Socialists
to think more seriously about the united front.
Nevertheless, we must say that the decline of
the total vote of the two working class parties
is alarming. 1s it pot clear that a united front
would multiply the attractive power of the So-

masses? And is it not clear alsp that both par-
ties and the cause of Socialism would gain im-
measurably among the working classes by a
clear decision to establish a unjted front of the
two parties? (Applause) :

Unite on Industrial Unionism

| democracy or proletarian dic{atorship as the

masses of tollers. Why don't we do it?

Yes, it is true that the only solid foundation
for such a Farmer-Labor Party must have, as
| jts key-stone, a strong trade union movement.
On this we agree. Why can we not also agree
on joint measures to build such a powerful trade

Yes, we differ on the question of bourgeois

American working class to face the question of
power-as an immediate issue in any form, there-
mmmmemmdthcmmwdm-idtm Socialist Party supports the Green-Woll
organized into powerful industrial unions; there regctionary leadership, which is an organie part
must be a radical strengthening of the organ- ot the capitalist parties. But it is also true
ized power of the working class, of the working, that the militant Socialists in the trade unions
class on the economlf: field. On this I believe ¢ound it possible and necessary to work with the
we agree. Why dont we join hands to help| communists against the splitting policies of
the movement for the organizaicn of the Ud- ' the reactionaries in the trade unions (the
organized into industrial unions, a movement' Teachers Union, for example), against the re-
which is rising today as never before? actionaries and racketeers (Nemser) whom the

It will also be admitted that to hasten the Old Guard is s
| upporting, and against red-bait-
coming of Socialism, it is necessary that the|ing genmerally. It is also true that the militant

hwmm,m.mtumhm trial union blog, Jed by Lewls, and in rallying a

Labor Party group of over five thousand votes
out of 30,000. That historic action of the Bo-
cialists and Communists at the A. F. of L. con-

| vention, with which Comrade Thomas agrees,

Communist. It will have to be a party em-|demonsirates beyond doubt the possibilities of &
bracing all those who are ready to break with united front. It shows that Communists and

Bocialists were able to find a common under-

Comrades, let me put the question sharply: Standing in practical trade union work. If
Between today and a future victory of fascism such informal beginnings already can give such
in the United States there stands historically Splendid results, 15 it not time to bring the
only one thing—a powerful people’s anti-fascist | united front more systematically in a more or-

}n-nbed way into every trade union, to :all Bo-

|
{
|

The presidential elections of 1936 are already|

of unrestfained reaction, the victory of civil!

union movement? It is true that the Old Guard |

American working class establish - its polir.lcnl; Socialists have found it possible in the Atlantic|

independence from the capitalist parties. For| ity Convention to .find a common platform

that there is required today a workers' political | with, the Communists on all important lssues, |

uhite with the Commu- P2rty much broader than the Communist or So-| and through this united action, to play a big |

clalists and Communists, and through them to
the whole working class by formal agreement
between the two parties? it

Again there is raised the old canard of Com-
munist dual-unionism. Was Comrade Thomas
a dual-unionist, as the Old Guard said, when
he helped to organize the Progressive Miners of
America? Was John L. Lewis a dual-unionist
when he helped to organize the Camden ship-
building industry? Is Willlam Green correct
when he claims that John L. Lewis is disrupt:
ing the American Jabor movement by furthering
the- catise "of industrial unionism? | If these
things are true, then our friend is correct when
he charges us with dual-unionism. But we are
sure that he will finally have to admit that all
of these accusations are untrue,

I come now to the important question of the
struggle for peace and against imperialist war.
We agree on the need of fighting for peace.
We are in fundamental agreement that the
very foundation of the struggle for peace must
be the independent action of the workers them-
selves, drawing with them other sections of the
toiling population. From this a large field of
practical united front ‘action is opened up.

We agree that we must do all in our power
to defeat Mussolini’s war against Ethjopia. We
agree that we must exert ourselves in order to

Fighting for Peace

_ctop the shipment of all supplies to Itajian faz-

cism. Why don’t we fight jointly for that? Why
do we permit the guestion of League sanctions,
which is a subsidiary and secondary  proposi-
tion, to interfere with joint actions, for aims
on which we do agree? 5

In this struggle collaboration with the Soviet

15

and fascists. But what sbouf you, militant So-
cialists? You certainly want to fight for peace.
| You certainly want to see the Soviet !
! sueceed in its bullding of Socialism. You cer-
tainly eanno deny its consistent peace policy,
| Yet, how can you permit yourself to seho this
\view of the Old Guard, m»w in & dif-
(ferent form? - § 5T 4

This is the basic question. One cannot fight
eflfectively for pcac?, who does not align him- v
self with the peace policies of the Soviet Union,| it doesn't concern us” but certainly the mille
and who refuses to utiilze the tremendous' fant Socialists cannot have such an answer.

will become. Wil the mil*ant Socialists adop!
a position of neutrality?| Will they

the siogan “Keep America Out of War?" Ime
Because it is precisely behind these
slogans that the reactionaries in America will
support the war of Germany and Japan m
the Soviet with munitions, money,

mmm Certainly,
Old Guard, who work with Hearst, have thelr

the masses and in internationa] diplomacy. The must have a proletarian answer, & Socialist one,
INational Executive Committes of the Socialist) the defense of the -Soviet Union.

'Union is successfully constructing a Socialist| triots of the cause of the working plass, pas
sociesty. Comrade Thomas has agreed to that! triots of Socialism, patriots of the only country
tonight. That is very good, even though today of Socialism today. (Applause), - /

very short-sighted eyes could not overlook this' This question of sanctions was placed all out
\any' longer. That brings us closer to on® an«| of foeus by some people in our-past discussions
other.  Put he who says “A” must say “B.” Some would make it appear as though, like the
A Socialist counfry, which needs no colonies, British Labor Party, we propose to depend on
and is against all imperialist oppression, a League of Nations sanctions. - That is ridiculous,
.country that supports all oppressed national+! Our main line was again demonstrated the
ities, such a country can have no other policy other day by the appeal of the Communist Ine
but a peace policy, and its peace policy is a 8o«| ternational to the Labor and Soglalist Internae
cialist one. We should rejoice that this policy tional in which we demand independent working
dominates one of the most powerful countries ciass action as against reliance ¢on the League
in the world. , | of Nations. But we also say that to refuse, as
_| the National Executive Committee of the Soe
| cialist Parly has done, to demand the League
. of Nations carry out sanctions is to abandon
'one of the weapons, even though subsidiary, in
the struggle for peace, Our Sqcialist friends

Proletarian Dictatorship

If our opponent attacks bureaucracy in: the

In that respect he cculd learn a great deal from on this question. Our opponent gays that oniyp
the leaders of the Soviet Union who really know| 7" * ?tul:‘u?&:r:; .iuu;s c::' ':omh:ve -~ united
» Ve Drou wo Internae
hoy to Aight bureaucru?y. He could even lelml tionals together. But the Second International
something for the fight against the Old 'Ogard. throws the issue back and says that a general
The Communist Party of the Boviet Union,;umm front must be decided separately in }
| under the leadership of Stalin, fights success country. Out in Kansas we call that * .
fully against this relic of rotten bourgeols 50- the buck.” (Laughter). We are again topld“t.hl.m‘:
ciety. But our opponent ngt;t‘;] more tha:l Hu-_'e it Sakontad too‘much iy e g <
reaucracy when he speaks about “Party dicta-' moecow does not hold us back f
torship and bureaucrstic government from the gront jike Brussels m; ha:l ds r:g:kths;::lg
top.” He evidently doesn’t like the dictatorshid Thomas. The situation becomss even more
of the proletariat. 'He calls it, in the style of gpgurd when we remember that the majority of
the Old 'f}uard, “bureaucratic government from; jpe Socialist International favors the united
the top. m“:mm‘thén::‘d“:u ;ﬂ:hut):: :mnt but dares not make a decigion for it for
workers , ear of the veto power of onl parties.
Party, as “party dictatorship.” But, without the - L d v ﬂYe
Soviets, and without the leadership of the Com- | ,
munist Party, the Russian working class would| Wants Strong Socialist Party
not have been able to build, in spite of a woﬂd;
of enemies and untold difficulties, a Socialist|
. statev If one approvas of this Socialism which
our opponent also recognizes is growing in thRe
| Soviet Union, then he cannot logically repudiate
|ithe only policy by which this Sacialism could !
e built. And this necessary policy includes the
ruthless suppression of the exploiters, the ruth-:
less suppression of the Kirov assassins, and the;
counter-revolutionaries, the liquidation of the!
kulaks as a class, the industrialization of the
country, the collectivization of agriculture (ap-

Our opponent in this debate stands at the
head of the overwhelming majority of the-So-
‘cialists in the United States. They are ene
gaged in a sharp battle with the reactionaries
of their own party. This fight is now out in
the open and we are not talking about secrets.
This can have one of two possible results. If
the Old Guard reactionaries can continue to
{ make it appear to the masses as merely an-

plause)—all of which is the economic basis for;
''the future withering away of the State, which '
Comrade Thomas is in such a hurry to see. Our'

oppanent likes Socialism, which he cannot but
see, but he complaifs about the proletarian
dictatorship by which this gigantic historic task
i was fulfilled. It is a bureaucratic idea that

i this great task could be brought about without |
the broadest development of proletarian de-|

mocracy, involving the broadest masses of work-

pers snd peasants as active, conscious builders '
and | fighters for Socialism. To be sure, in the’
United States Mmany- things will be easier than |

in Russia once we have power, to gain which is
-harder.

ever|seen; we already have a literate working
class and a high level of culture; we already
have an enormous accumulation of wealth and

productive forces, equal to all the rest of the
‘world combined, and we already have the rich'
- experience of the Soviet Union, which will be a
] In such favorable cir-|
cumstances, we should be able to avoid the long

powerful ally for us.

and painful road that the Russian workers had

to travel after the revolution, and pass almost'

| bvernight to complete Socialism.
| But this should only increase the admiration
| of our Soclalist friends and all workers for the

{ Russian working class and their great leaders,

That is because we already have a|
heavy industry; we already have the largest,
most highly skilled working class the world has

Union is a basic proposition. But we are sorry Lenin and Stalin, who raised the most backward

to say that the latest resolution on war adopted | pountry from the ruins of war and famine to|
| by the National Executive Committe¢ of the| the heights of Socialism. (Applause). And we:

Socialist: Party under the leadership of Com- gmay add the politics of the Old Guard, and

rade Thomas, completely overlooked the Boviet
Union. The resolution as a whole was un-

doubtedly a step to the left of the Old Guard,
position, and contained some basic points with;

which we agree. But today In a resolution on
peace, to leave out the Soviet Union when only
in collaboration with it can peace forces in
every country become -effective, is to cut the
heart out of that resolution. -

We know the position of the Old Guard. The
Old Guard slanders the Soviet Union peace!

policy as “nationalistic” and in this way hopes

| to be able to incite the masses against the Soviet firen
| clalist Parties, but which would pecessarily have| part in strengthening the forces of the indus- | Union. Clearly, this works for the waranongers | front is delayed, the more acute this danger Ple's front against fascism and war.

even the advice of our Socialist friends did not

other factional fight and another split in an
already weakened and divided Socialist move-
ment, then there is grave danger of disintegra-
tion and decline of the Socialisf Party. -We
{Communists do not want that, because that
would mean only more confusion and disunity
among the workers. But the militant Socialists

sible result. If they will come forth boldly and
| energetically with the struggle for the united
front, then their party will rally .around them
with an enthusiasm which will multiply its
strength manifold. They will dissipate all
{ pessimism and passivity in their party. They
will tap the great reservoir of hope, enthusiasm
and energy which I myself have seen among the
| many Socialists who have been attending my
. meetings all over the coyntry. This reservoir is
imzv-.it,lng the word of united action to spring

the
answer ready: “To hell with the Soviet Uniom,

ipower for peace of that Socialist eountry among| They cannot merely shout “neutrality.” They |

(Applause |
Party has officially recognized that the Soviet and cheering). Yes, we must be patriots, pas |

Soviet Union, there would be nothing wrong. are out of step with the left Socialists of Europe .

have it in their power to bring the second pos- |

| forth in a great stream, a stream that will |

working class to struggle for Socialism.
plause).

(Ap-

carty us far into the united front, and will |
strengthen the working class immeasurably. We {
will be taking a decisive step in preparing the |

This is the road that will lead toward organie '
unity between the Communist and Soclalist !

| Parties, to the creation of one political party |

of revolutionary Socialism. (Applause).

f We must make at once the first steps on thll:

road, and this is the united front between So=

cialists and Communists in every union, in the |

| Order with the Workmen's Circle and the
| Krankenkasse, among the Labor Defense or-
| ganizations—in one word, an organized United
| Front betwéen Socialists and Communists on
"sn economic, political and culturaf fronts in
| It is time, I think, that the leaders of the the fight against fascism and war. This is the
militant Socialists should take a clear posluon‘. burning question of the momen:. We must not
|'on the question of the defense of the Soviet| 4elay any longer. ' We cannot afford to pro-
Union. A situation can develop tomorrow when | SIMEIEES. | WX Wt sk, Seonng e Suhe o

’ ) acting. We must join hands to rally the work-
! German and Japanese fascism will proceed to‘ ers and their mass organizations and all other

attack the Soviet Union. The longer the united| toilers for the Farmer-Labor Party, for the peo=

gssist very much up to this time.

Defense of Soviet Union

Mrs. Berger in Fervent Plea for Mass Anti-Faseist Front

—

United Front Is Possible

Everything 1 have said in this debatée I say
not as an individual. I speak in the name of
my party, with the unanimous and enthusiastio

PROMINENT MILWAUKEE SOCIALIST SAYS

COMMON CAUSE REQUIRES

expressed in a series of great meetings, and of
 the entire Central Commijtee, which has just

COMMON FIGHT

. ] Wi  Party workers from all over the country. Our
e e dstinite prac: | || entize Party 1s fired by the burning desirs to do
, pay hard cash for everything possible, by word and deed, to bring

program be the result of ||
expression of opinion or will it
4 h !
Socialism, or will
use under capitalism,
se and how? § 4
 to the wheel. It 36 1},
i s i ey ot
insirnete | | truggle :
: b *‘h mass
“'"'., arty in the
e e | | o
B T e | e et trem
. againat_war ant| | TUSS BEE SR
]

unemployed organizations, in the Congress :
Against War and Fascism, in the youth move« |
ment, among the farmers, Among the Negroes, | -
in the unification of the International Workers |

approval of the entire body of membership as.
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Clarence Streit, in a dispat¢h from Geneva,
says, “The movement against extending the raw
materials embargo against Italy to include oil,
coal and steel, gained force today in the weight

*

of mounting United States responsibility in the

plause) It has been practicable in France be-
cause there Bocialists and Communists com-
|btnod‘ are powerful enough almost by them-
| selves to stop fascism. It has been practicable

i

SPEAKS

i

[causes in America. Let's remember |

rades, 1 happen to know that there are a good
many worthy appeals which have been left out
tonight, one from the Morreli Packing House
strilters, for instance, and a lot of others. It is a/
serious business when we gather twenty thou-
sand people together and don't have time even
‘to list infringement on civil liberties and other
' t and aet
{ I am very glad to héar Heywood Broun on the
‘united front. Nobody has worked -harder than
‘he for a united front between his own Newspaper

1/ Guild and the A. F. of L., and nobody ought to

'know better than Heywood Broun, that simply
wanting a united front won't get it. You haye
'got to get some education about how to go about
‘getting it and Heywood Broun ought to get a
iunited front between the Newspaper Guild and
the American Federation of Labor, which I
‘know he has been directing his efforts towards

Norman Thomas: Comrade Chairman and Com-

Marching with Father Divine —is that by
chance class eollaboration? 1

The - inclusion of Democratic C!
class collaboration by chance?

I am afraid, Comrade Browder, that what i8
class collaboration for Sccialists is great stafese
manship for Communists. i

Now, let me appeal to you Communists, who
make up so large a part of this audience
(laughter). By the way, ths “Socialist Call”
would be less than grateful if ¢ did not thanik
you for turning out so well, you are doing
well by it. But, anyhow, I appeal to you* to
think a little of something that is happening
tonight. You have heard almost in so many
words an apreal to the American people thag
gees like this: “All of you, Protestants, Cathoe
lies, Jews, Demjocrats, Republicans, little busie
netsmen, farmers, come with us, let’s have &
people’s front | agzinst the oppressor, against

ubs—is that

‘| the secrets of holding together.
‘| haven't lost- as yet so many faotional groups.'there is a ‘little less freedom of religion for

‘securing, but it requires a certain prellmlmry'of’;’ the capitalist.”' All right, well and good. (Ape
‘education, and so do some other plans for joint! plause.) [Wailt a minute.] Bht, then, what?:
|action. Then you aay, “Of course, after we have go$’
| I-want very briefly now f{o attend to a few the United Front, and we have got power and
immediate matters. Earl Browder has had a office, what you have got to | expeet is what
'good deal to say about the Old Guard, and he happened in Russia” And what was it that

{ has rested a little to0 much on a somewhat happened in Russia? Well, I am not exaggere
| extreme interpretation of not too aceurate ating religious persecution nor am I champione

quotations. I honestly do not think our Com- ing the cause of the orthadox church that |

{/munist friends can help us very much In this deserved some bitterness of criticism, when I

'matter. They have lost two wings siready. say that there is a little less fresdom for the
Maybe the wings were small. I don't know, but| church in Russia than there is in Germany at

| some of them make quite a noise yet flopping’ the present time. (Hisses) How do you exdect
.| around outside the main body.

toget your Catholics on that basis? All right,
It scarcely seems to me they have learned all hissing proves nothing. I hope 1 am wrong. ||
We Socialists  Suppose I put it this way: that Catholics thinik

have, if they are not to be taken away lrom'
you by some demegogue or some fincipient.
fascist. 3 i

There are differences, and important differ+

Moreover, I remember it was not so long ago that! them in Germany than Ruseia. How are vou
we were advised in the Daily Worker that “these going to get your Cathoiics under those cire
| groups, militant and so forth, though they EX- c.yciances? Do you expset to keep them in.

::’;‘d"m: ﬁf:d’i:":“;m“:h:“g‘:“' ": d"::: ;‘u:k_ ignorance of the matter? How do vou expect

matter, urged by Russia and Roumania, who in Prance because 8talin needed "such a front
are Italy's chief suppliers of oil. They led in | if he were going to risk a military alliance of
informing Geeneva this afternopn that they were A0V S0rt with capitalist France.

ready to make this extension whenever all che} I would like more freedom of fair minded
other producers, League of Nations members | criticism in the people’s front, and it troubles
and non-members, did the same,” Is thai the me & little to see our Communist {riends make
stand of a Socialist State in the making, that Mmore love to Herriot than to Leon Blum. They
they have to wait for the rest of the capitalist 2™ Jumping a Jittle far to the right when they

cnces, for us to thresh out by discussion and | 4on.ontal prineiples, but merely on the best,
experience carried on in good faith., There are method of keeping 'wotkm; from accepting the

! important 'things for us to learn, whicl;:. as yet revolutionary way out of the erisis.” That keeps |

to get your farmers when all you say is this:
“We must have agricultural collectivization, and
if our dictator makes it cost a.million lives and

neither of us, Communists or Socialists, have 'me from thinking that Comrade Browder is the‘pefhapu more, we nevertheless have ruthlessiyt
learned, namely, the way to persuade men Who .. o .0 o o subject of unity within the | O Dress towards our goal” How will that help
now think they are 9( the middle class, that Socialist Party at the present time (applause); your people’s front? -How will it help your
their hopel is the hope of a yeward as workers; |, " " 11 attention to another matter. I don’t | PeOPle’s front to say, “Yes, when Kirov was
to teach the farmers of America that the WAY | deserve either credit or discredit for organiz- Assassinated, we had to answer terror by greater

follow? That it is all right to make money out

countrics to do something good, and they will |

:pn{cr progressives to Socialists.

|
{

| out, the way of abundance, is the way of So-

cialism. I don't think we will do iti best if

terror.” Is that justice, is that the justice we
ing or helping to organize the Progressive 4
Miners. I had nothing to do with it, except held up as the socialist ideal as .against capis

Unite on Specific Issues

lotmmubmum‘umumuumil

Socialist Party in Trade Union bureaucracy,| do the same? That is.not the way I learned |
the role of Sccial Pacists who paved the Way | Socialism and opposition to war. ‘| Our situation is different. Our task is to
for the establishment of Facist control over the | < win the workers. Can we do it better if we

'jspend our time trying to negotiaie a hypo-

- i
Franco-Soviet Pact | thetical united front agreemcat? Should we
| not see first just what kind of a united front

I know the dangers that beset °,°"”““‘”" : is wanted by our Communist friends, whether
Russia, and I kno# why Stalin has to take ad- | iy 45 tne version of November 1935, or the version
| vantage of capitalist imperialist strife between or november 10837 And there is a large dit-
nations but when the Soviet Republic made & foronce between them. We are warranted in ask-
military pact with that dishonest broker, Laval| jng that those of you who-are realists, who
of France, something happened which seriously | want not a formal thing, who want not some
compromised the old m‘m‘!t position. Worse  yietory to talk about, but who want real achieve-
followed, Stalin gave out a statement which says: ment in America, will prove good faith by
“M. Stalin understands and fully approves the  specific agreements on specific and vital issues.
national defense policy of France in keeping her | There are differences between us, differences
£'and this past in order to understand the |armed forces on a level required for security.” in our estimate of some values, differences in
present. But after these quotations were writ- | In other words, we have an endorsement of an | the road that we would take. There are im-
ten there came a change of iine. Those of ypu 8rmy which in Bourgeois France is still a  portant differences now upon the terms on
who heve followed the enormously lmpmtimhb]e source of Fascist trouble, an endorse- which a Labor Party ought to be built and
proceedings of the last Communist International | ment of an army under a Premier whé even how far we can go in a general inclusiveness.
will probably remember the candor with which | now is probably double-crossing Russiaf That| I for one like to see you Communists reach
the chdnge to & new line was stated. Here, in | is the kind of thing that troubles Socialists, that ~out -hands to the masses who. follow Father

?

attitude the author rebukes. Anyway,

wanted to do missionary work even at that' tim

to redeem us, anid that, T suppose, is hopeful.
1 repeat, my friends, it is necessary to under-

we spend too much time talking about formulas
and too little time working at the job that cries
out to be done. Let's work at that job, differ-
ing where we must, stating our differences
frankly and fairly, avoiding scurrilous abuse of
one another. Let's work at the job ias men
who haven't many years at hand. Let's work
at the job of making America Socialist, before
war or some new clash will give rise to that
new American fascism which I fear: will be'

that I was in Illinois at one stage of their his-
tory and I was sympathetic with certain things
{’they were then trying to do, things which, I am
sorry to say, some of them later forgot them-
selves. There is a vast difference, I may point!
out, between the kind of support Lewis, and I
also, in my way, gave to the Camden Shipyard
strikers and the kind of support the Commu-|
nist Party used fo give to dual unions. If thn:
H A. P. of L. unions are somewhat slow to be in-|
more brutal even than Europe know:.: tonedted imi o united frmt, 1t i ROt swypwising|

It is a man-sized job. I rejoice that after| L,... one remembers some of the disruptive
tonight we ought not have to divert #o much',.iioq of Communists. I don't want to dwell on
energy into bitter war with each other, but! the past, but you cannot, no matter how many
I don't think that the time has come for a' o you hete: ‘want it, win the labor unions of

formal united front, and I know that all dif-
X { America until you have overcome your past.
ferences have not been erased between us. Let's 5§ & 4 .

go ahead and make the party win which will
best bring to earth plenty and freedom and
peace to men. Let's go ahead and make the
party win which best knows how to bring a

The A. F. of L. j

Thus, at the seventh convention of the Com-{

_fellowship of free men, a scciety not pf weak, Munist Party I-find in the proceedings this|

though pousibly well fed serfs under a:bureiu- statement: “The American Federation of La-
cracy, but a society of men who know how t0 por is an outright fascist organization.” I find/

talistic injustice? Was Russia so weak tha$
Russia could not afford to try men on the basis
of their own guilt on specific charges? (Ap-
plause.) What kind of security for any future
is there if we are to hold that the dictatorial
bureaucracy of a party has a right to decide
what justice we shall get? Is it true that the
dictatorship of the proletariat means workers’
democracy when there are scores, hundreds,
perhaps thousands of Russian workers guilty
of no offense except criticism, who have been
put in jail and sent to exile? Is that the dic-
tatorship that we have to have in America?
Is that the desirable thing? Are you sure that
that is the same thing as the democracy of
workers? I am not, and the American pe=ople
won't be, and if you talk that long enough
and loud enough you will give the Fascists
their chance in America which will be a very
serious thing for all of us. (Applause.)

Civil Liberties

the proceedings I find—and I shall not take  attitude on Italy, that attitude of the endorse-

Divine, but you have not ¢onvinced me that
when you who are foes of religion, you, who

time to read it,—a frank statement that does|ment of military preparations in bourgeois | _
it | most of you are convinced atheists, make com-

credit o any party acknowledging certain countries. : N
mistekés, mistakes in Germany, mistakes in| We are told that the reason for it is that it |
other countries. We rejoice that that statement | js all important to defend the Soviet Republic.
has be¢n made, but we want to know now just ' For instance, Harry Pollitt, writing in the Eng-
what the new line js. Here we are confused. | lish “Labor Monthly,” says, .“When the war
We are confused by the nature and magnitude | -‘tuatipn arises again, then the defense of the|
of the ichange, by the far point in the arc 10 Soviet Union will become the chief permanent |
which the pendulum has swung. Much of the consideration of every working man and womar |
change; the change in favor of cooperation, in in a capitalist country. (Applause) I don't
favor of fair discussion of difficulties—is all 10 want to be misunderstood. I want the defense
the good. It may mean the difference between of Russia, but I say as solemnly as I know how,

life and death for some of us in this hall. Other | when the defepse of Russia is the chief con- |

sideration of workers in-every country, you are

The People’s Front

When Atheists or Protestants turn Catholic,
they betome more Catholic than the Pope him-
self. I/don't know whether that is what hap-
"pened to my Communist friends, or whether it
is just ia maneuver. as some of my Socialist
friends  wouid have me believe, but, anyhow,
there i certainly a change. It appears that
Commujxisu now go in for democracy in a big

i

Mmu-mw.
1

I know that there are some distinctions that |
Comrade Browder will probably want to make. |
In 1814 there was no Soviet country, but British i
Socialists thought they had to defend something
precious against imperialism, and German So-
cialists thought they had to defend something

mon cause with God for that is what Father
Divine says he is—that you advance that under-
standing with colored workers, which you must

scttle witH each other their difficulties, who
know how to be tolerant of differances of
opinion, provided we can get cooperation in
harnessing machinery for life and abundanece,
and not for destruction and death. (Applau

and cheering) .

The historic Congress of Italians Abroad, |
held in Brussels on Oct. 13, unanimously
adopted an appeal calling for the organiza-
tion: of independent labor action, as well as
the utilization of League of Nations sanc-
tions against Italian fascism.
Official representatives at the congress
were sent by the Labor and Socialist (Sec-
International, the Communist Inter-
national, International Fedération of Trade
Unijons, Red International of Lapor Unions,
Italian Socialist Party, Communist Party of
Italy, Italian Democratic Party, Maximalist
Party, and other groups.
The three American delegates were Luigi
Antonini, president of Lccal 89, International

Italian Socialist-Communist Unity |

the mothers, to the toiling masses, lo the
free human beings of Italy and of the’
whole world, te the fascists themselves, now
being made to realize by this war what the
real uature of Mussolini’s dictatorship is
to force the immediate cessation of Hostili-
ties and the withdrawal of the troops from
¥thiopia, ,

“The Congress calls upon the foiling
masses of Ifaly to join in organimifig re-
sistance and sabotage against the war:
measures, and to defend their lives, their
bread, and their future,

“The Congress expects from the great
masses of the emigrants that they will ex-
ert their utmost efforts against war and
fascism.

in the Communist for Pebruary 1932 this state-| Was it all false, the story that the Tchers
ment: i navins told, the story of brutal and senseless

“We want to break up the reformist
| unfons. We want to weaken them. We want
to-disrupt their discipline. We want to wrest
the workers from them. We want to break up
| and destroy the trade union apparatus.- Of
| thdt there cannot be the slightest doubt.” And
in the Communist of June 1930: “The task of
the Trade Union Unity League is to mobilize

thé masses, win them to our side and embrace

| them organizationally within the fleld and de-

| stfoy the American Federation of Labor, the|
| most reliable support of American capitalists.” |

| 'You cannot indulge in that kind of talk and
| change over night, and if you are sincere in
| wanting the united front of labor, it reasonably
| requires some outward demonstration of that
1
| the main, sbout the Negro problem. Let me
express my sympathy and admiration for Com-
munist work among Negroes, but when Com-
| munists support self determination in the Black
| Belt, that is no expression, or ground for, a
;ﬁmted Front. That is a thing equally contrary

(Applause),

desire for a longer time than we have had.|

| Something has been said, and well said in |

persecution of themselves and others? You
have to convince the American people either
that it is all false or else that you are not
going to follow that way. You tell us, Comrads
Browder, that you want this united front on
the basis of conserving demogratic: rights. Is
Russia still so weak that Russia cannet extend
civil liberty now within her pwn borders, as
proof of sinceérity to the world? (Applause))

Azking these questions, I am trying to bring
out real and deep differences between Commu-
nism and Sociplism. Let me see what I would
tell the people of America. T would tell them:
“We are not romantic parliamentarians, We
don't guarante¢ that you can vote in socialism,
| but if you will vote more intelligently, you will
be a lot nearer your goal, and| the rest will be
;eaaier, when your party is backed up by your
| labor organizations, backed up with your .own
| consumers’ organizations. If the time comes
| when the ruling class forces violence upon us,
‘let us have with us the workers who heretofcre
_have been the tools and the fpols of the mase

Ladies Garment Workers Union, Tom de,
Fazio, secretary of the Iialian Bureau of the
Communist Party, US.A., and Giuseppe
Lupis, of the New York Italian Branch of

fo common sense in America and Socialism. | ters and fonght the baitle of the masters; then
You cannot train people ‘m‘solidarity of work- ;we can make that violence very short mdn.’!."r
| ers and teach self determination in the Black |It is not we who emphasize violence or dic-

way, aliover the country. They are all for | precious against Czarism. We have tried the
mbﬂ”cy now, they are for the united front iw.y of war to make the world ;“e for democ- |
with eferybody they can get. (T quote, 10r| racy as against imperialism. Must we try it

“The Congress appeals to the solidarity
of all broth# nations, and calls upon the

international workers’ organizations te put it is

= instancé, from the New York platform of the
W Party) “The hour demands the
building of the broadest people's front, uniting
workers; farmers, unemployed, professionals,
small businessmen, Protestants, Catholics, Jews,
Socialists, Communists, Democrats, Republicans,
& peoplé’s front, fighting in the interests of the
common people, the working people, and the
poor farmers.” (Applause.) Yes, it's good to have
& people’s front. But at what price? Can we
afford tp encourage the illusion that if you only
g0 out and fight against something a miscel-
laneous: crowd dislikes you win something!

| again  with slightly different verbal dressings
to make the world safe against Fascism? Since |
when have Marxists learned the doctrine of the |
State 50 as to believe that workers in minority |
parties can turn capitalistic armies into red\
armies. before those armies have been defeated |
' as in Czarist Russia? That is what must be con- |
sidered very carefully. It imperfie~the great
contribution which the Communists have made | ; )
in the understanding of the fundamental nature | (At this poinf a collection was taken among  speak for hundreds of thousands in this city,

of war as the evil product not quly of fascism the audience for°contributions to the defense demand the freedom of Angelo Herndon.
m 0‘ ummt-mmm ( funds of Angelo Herndon and a group in Terre The audienée unanimously expressed their
| Haute, Indiana,) & f

the Socialist Party.

The section of the appeal dealing with
labor ‘action and sanctions follows:

#The Congress appeals to the soldiers, to

an embargo on war supplies, and to de-
mand from the League of Nations the ap-
plication of sanctions for the purpose of
ending the war.”

Announcements and Resolutions

| Beit. It is an attempt to copy a Russian situ-
| ation that does not exist in America. Here we
want an equality of justice, and not segrega-
tion in a Black Belt.

German Social Democrats who brought all the

| woe upon Germany by not following the Com- |

munist road, and that the Austrians made a
| similar mistake. Byt I would rather be on the
! side of the Austrian Social: Democrats in their
| heroic struggle than on the side of some Com-
{munists in Germany who! yielded without a
struggle, having first tried to fish in the muddy

¢ I have been told touight that it was the |

tatorship, even temporary dictatorship;
we who emphasize the ideals and’ the possi-
bility of achidving that ideal. When work-rs
generally unite’ for a battle with ths upper
class, the upper class is not very strong nowae
| days except as they fool the worker, and we
| want to keep them from fooling the workers
that way.

I turn now to the matter of war, which is
very important. Comrade Browder siys we So-
cinlists didn't [refer to the Soviet peace policy
i our declarstion. Much of that Soviet peace
policy has been fine and admirable, and ¥

} mista which ' | approval. waters of confusion which they stirred up. Alas, | have praised it, but if we had wri A res0~
W m"m tlutu n“:n hoen:  United Front on Hetndon | Norman Thomas: T think I would like to say, 1be follawing resolution was presented: [y, mageists proved better fishermen. 2 lution on the troubles in um."?a, should
cerned with class collaboration in defending - allotted ety 3 | comrades, that this is one kind of united front| THAT for many months hundreds of thou- || g.on g¢ the Seventh World Congress of the  have had to mention Russia’s selling of ol and
what wh had and not enough concerned WIth | nyve ot b u:::unnth-u’t.m.::a?"""""“‘h"""m“""“vg“"'““’fm°”hmm’”'°"““"h°""“““"'""'bommumn International, there was & some- |coal and whedt to Mussolini Better not men
winning: something new and vital? | a:um"um nor for that matter. quoted | 90 something sbout Hemndon and Terte Haute. have shown unmistakable evidence of being ..., yore realistic account given of what haps | tion Russia at all in our statement than t

L e 3¢'s Tronks 0 be %0 inchusive 88| an T seight "I;o ote, but § m“‘“hmmwstobthelppletromtemngmttenlmmmm‘tm““"m’mmmuw in Germany than there was given here | bring’ that in now. (Applause.)
"the invitation T've cnmmum-'”““mmxwmmtm'mﬂuuwmpnntcnce,niﬂifwecanmyeltprmedbhmh!w?«mﬁw‘_ “In Germany it was with still greater B
M»ﬂohm How can you have & | the question that so coneerns o many of us, §°% Herndon out and get Terre Haute cleared NeXt week, 'n s cily the Amlewt SENERS| g0y Coven  Only after fiie advent of Hitter ion of S
peaple’s front that will serve the great cause of | pamely, the question of the united front. (Ap- UP: it doesn’t matter whggm;iweguow. it Umﬂ?aiemd%;?m:mmmihmm“mN‘MWW_ Quest Sanctions
&-mﬂz ::N:m “,“;:: :' plause.) An:‘w‘ who i ”n:“::l""‘““ “';ﬁ;}ud saywhere. Lets do it QUISKY. (AP | you join these Nundreds of thousands in pro- {he clear m-n::m the | free “"gf May 1 and s
clude Democrs - | maximum joint action, not or | " i | tinions, followed slogan idestion!
tevesting Labor mm«" in the recent | clalists and Communists, but fof everyone. We| Earl Browder: Comrades, T want to enthus- s “500s mb&“m"'ln: Sy .:‘xﬁ ! before  jaeats
San Francisco municipal election did include | want the maximum of joint action, | instically second the words of Comrade Thomas. . " o " onrovel 1o the general bayeoti of| was | not
Democratic clubs and it wrote down its| Protestants, -Jews, Republicans, Democrats, <ne road to the United Front is pooling ow . ) "o iiuciic events. i 4 | 4
platform, leaving out o planks so as not to | Socialists, Communists, to see to it that we efforis on concrete cases and pooling our money ., ‘ praui
offend supporters, The re- | bring home to the German people the lesson |on those things glso which we must jointly fight' Y

, | {he Olym- lenm.wnopnacmnmmhwun-i *
Detroit, : try. *Oltdmwmthltmmvoﬁu; ,
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for the united front here is a big collection.
(The audience united in singing “Solidarity™)
The following announcements were made:
A strike affecting May's Department Store.
A silk strike in Paterson, N. J.|
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of
military preparation. It

§‘

is bechuse this question is so serious,

we don't want to be bound by iron chains to
ons cpurse, & course determined not by the
intere§t of the workers, not by our knowledge |
of the meaning of world war, not by our
knowlédge of capitalism, but solely by a con-'
sideration of what the rulers of Soviet Russia |
demand, - that we don't want to go blindfold |
here in America out of relative position of |
an agreement that |

of fhat soul of Russian revolution for which |
leninand Stalin stood+-yes, and Trotzky, too, |
whose! name has been | omitted tonight, than |
by the course that has been taken by the last
Communist Congress, 1 heard a boo, didn't 1,
for Ttotzky? A united front! And we have
to bod Trotzky, in spite of what he did in the |
world.. (Applause.) This I say, who am no,
the work-

front, they must have freedom to admire men

il

|
1
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T
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Believes Communists Sincere

And one last word about this united front.
Communist friends, I think you are sincere in
your new line. | (Applause.) I think it tonight
more than ever, but it 1s a new line, a very
‘ once I opposed the self-deter-

SR

Norman Thomas clasps hands

§

leader snatched from the Georgia chain gang by the nation-wide fight
of a broad united front, including the Socialist and Communist Parties.

o s s e e

ally, has given a false impression here about
one of the features of our discussion. He gave
the impression that the Communists advocate
and idealize violence, That is absolutely wrong.
(Applauss) Communists do not advocate vio-
lence. Communists do not idealize viclence,

of property in the event of war, because I
wanted to. socialize property now for peace— |
should efsf.ml 1:'-1?}'“:" i:he'ofv ::: ::G:::;“:!But we say that a responsible leader of the
amendment. What was my isurprise to hear ail| working class must not teach the workers th_at
over America—and I have heard it within the | the capitalists are going to stop 'voluntarily
last few months—“Mr. Thomas, you said that |SOme day from using violence. (Applause.) The
in the event of war, ‘T am. for it'” And me|capn,anm are not going to hand over their
people who started that story knew I didn’t say | POWer without a struggle, and the workers must
it. I have to tell you that m.mm'“n‘m‘pm for it. We Communists are not giving

| this memory in our minds. Tt does not matter |{Orth & new doctrine of the role of force in

history. We are merely adapting to modern

the confidence of the American labor movement, | imes the same realistic facing of probiems
1 hope ‘you will wipe it out by what you h."!t-hnt made the founders of{Americs what they
begun to do, by criticizing fairly, by standing | Were: men capeble of carrying through a revo-
shoulder to shoulder wherever you can honestly, ! lution. (Am)lauge,‘ We are good .{mm'wans.
in defense of a. Herndon, in defense of the W 8re not pacifisls, we are not going to try
liberties and rights, of workers. Let us begin | 0 re-write in the spirit of pacifism th2 'nanomi
that way, and then I will trust to the working |anthem, the “Star Spanzled Banner,” which
of time to bring us to a far surer joint action | !€1is us that the only way to gain and ?rotect
of all the workers than if we put our | liberty may require us to listen to the “bombs
now upon a paper agreement first and action | bursting in air, that gave pmof"t.bmugh the
afterwards. (Applause.) night that the flag is still there.” (Applause.)

Of course, that good American dectrine is &

Rebuttal by Earl Browder

little antiquated when it speaks of ‘“bombs

lis just as good. (Applause) And in saying

l:uq Browder: Comrades and friends, I
think that Cemrade Thomas is sincere in his
new une I think so imore than ever, after !

he thinks we Communists have. But we don't |

this is in any way an obstacle in |
s united front. We are quite pre- |
meet Comrade Thomas in the united |
all the opinions that he has that
we think are wrong, and we are ready 'to trust
to the democratic process of the free expression
of our, differences before the masses, just as we
gire doing here tonight,ito decide the question
85 to ‘who finally will spive these problems for
the messcs, those who stand for his conception
of ithe course of revoiutjon, or thole who stand
for the Communist condeption. That is demo-

pared.
front

staunch

champion of democracy as Oonndsi
1 will not be able o give & definite extended |
answer to all the questions and criticisms ml
were raised against the Communists. Perhaps |
t0 go;into all of these questions really mldl
not meet the central lirle of discussion tonight. |
For example, would it lbe of any great value
to  dijcuss: should we  bring Democratic and '
Repfilicen clubs into the uniied front? | I am |
sure that once we really begin the united fromt, |
Sotialists and Communists would agree every- |

o
warre,

[

Y WS

even if they are in Republican and Democratic | violence. We would avoid violence, and espe-
clubs, and if we can bring them into connection | cially, we want the united front to stop the
with the Farmer-Labor Committees, even before | violence of the capitalist class being used against
they are fulty ready to break with their old the workers in the United States. (Applause
parties, we will be more able to bring them and cheering)

in fully by the time election comes around.
- Unilateral vs. Collective Action
Followers of Father Divine
Comrade Thomas is very much concerned

Ab.verhmﬂusdhwamtmtheob- that the Soviet Union did not independently
stacle of the United Front that has been seen in and long ago, by unilateral action, stop the
the collaboration in the united front efforts of i £
the Church of Father Divine, is not necessary. ShiPments of Soviet ofl to Italy, and he places
Now, we Communists all admit that as between against this the efforts which we are making,
churches, we don't choose good ones and bad jand on which we all agree, to stop shipments
ones. (Laughter and applduse.) Perhaps in ' of ofl from the United States to Italy. There {s
this respect we are a little more impartial than a little difference there. In the United States

Comrade Thomas. But we know this, that if |the only way in which we can do anything |

we are going to work with churches, and we  to influence practically the international situ-

churches, we are very active working vlth!mundsolmmutomizemdependem
church organizations, if we are going to do it, | action of the workers, arouse a growing mass
we think we should give e little special atten- | movement to bring pressure on our government
tion even to those churches that represent the |to force it to take effective action. In the
most exploited classes who have only this éhurch | Soviet Union it is not necessary to force the
organization through which to work. (Applause,) | government to take action because that gov-

So we have no apologies fot working with the {ernment has no special imperialistic interests

followers of Father Divine, working with his|of any kind. It is taking on its own initiative
church brganization. - We wish there were a | all those steps which will most effectively help
lot ‘more churches that would fight for the  Ethiopia against Italian Fascism. Let me ask
woriters unempioyment insurance bill like that you, are you concerned with practical help,
church did. |or are you merely concernsd with face-s2ving?

| bursting in air,” but the spirit of the thing

{that, let me repeat again, we do>hot idealize |

i
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that had learned the
to that socailism which the Webbs
the wrong road for reaching it.

Mn_. Berger and the Webbs

I remember also the name of Victor Berger |
represent - hostility to the Bolsheviks,

hu

4

|
|

(Applause.)

Comrades, let me conclude, In the rebuttal
on those questions which I have already touched
on, a few typical questions have been raised.

:
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Sur-Rebuttal by Norman Thomas

saving important, protect itself against all such
| accusations, by just stopping the shipment ot|
{oil to Ifaly and nothing . else, but would t!lt]
be a ipractical help to Ethiopia, when Italy!
would; get' all the oil it wants elsewhere? In|
| contrast with such a face-saving but lneﬂective:
action, the Soviet Union took a really helpful
course. It found it could do something else, !
It could use its international position, its grow-
ing international power in diplomacy, in the |
;mlaticm bétween the powers, to force a general |
}mtﬂnx off of all ofl to Italy, The Soviet Union |
| weighed very carefully the advantages of these |
|two courses; isolation and purity and safety
from ittudkbycomnde'rhotns.ortoexpoae|
themselves to the attacks of Comrade Thomas, |
but ta_do'something practical for a real em-
bargo, world-wide, against Italy. (Applause.)
I think that every serious worker will agree
that the Soviet Union is doing the best, and
Ethidpia agrees, and they shduld know.

There are a whole series of other questions
that were raised, but I must come to a con-|
clusioni, because I went over my time in the
;nrst place by six minutes.

[
l Franco-Soviet Pact

am sure that after the experience of the past |

answer the arguments that were raised about

that pact when it was first announced to the
world.! You remember we were told then that
| 8talin’ had sold the French working class to
{Laval, and had instructed the French working
|class to stop opposition to Laval, and then, a
| few weeks later, came along the municipal
{ elections throughout France and the Socialists
and Communists registered a tremendously big
increase in votes and consolidated the belt of
|Red municipalities around Paris. (Applause.)
| Since that time the united front of Socialists

| being syre you had to go to
| New York to Chicago. I am not sure that in|

by negotiation between responsible jeaders. A |
while ago Bocialist leaders were to be outsiders !
looking in. |

Comrade Browder congratulates me on my
new line. Well, consistency is not the highest !
virtue, If it was, I would not think so well
of Comrade Browder as I do at the present
timeé, but I might point out that it is harder
to quote Thomas against Thomas than Thomas |
against Browder in this debate, and I might |
point out that I don’t need to follow the Webbs |
or Meta Berger in recognition of the excellent
achievements in Russia. I remember when I
had a meeting in my house because there was |
no public hall we could use to urge recognition !
of Russia. But because I believe some very great |
and priceless things have been done, I am not
cbliged to be wholly uncritical. Some one toid
me of a foreigner who went from New York to
Chicago by way of Boston and left the country
‘ Boston to get from |

order to get where Russia has got, you have to
go by way of Boston. I am not sure we have
to repeat all that has happened there. I would
be happier if Comrade Browder would answer |

past of agricultural collectivization, I would !

want a united front in Russia, instead of a
party dictatorship. £

: But that is not the main thihg that is on my
mind. I want to remind Comrade Browder
that working with the masses in New York |
does not- mean marching with Tammany Hall |
and working with the masses of colored people
doesn’t mean tacit recognition of Father
Divine’s divinity in the march, and that is the |
dffect, if not the purpose of what happened.

‘I know well enough that my friends the.|

'and Communists has been extended to the
people’s, front that includes the Radical - So-

cialists, the big middle class .party of France;
and the left has been further consolidated, and |

Fascist forces in France have been further |
| blocked. Is there anybody that can today speak

3 ) v Even for such & Communists are quite ready to work with ation with regard to oil and the shipment of |about that Franco-Soviet Pact as having been

| against the interests of the French

French workers? You may still be
‘!tlnNewYork,butnobodymﬂdm
| say that to a meeting of workers in Paris.
| The last point. What is happening in the
|Soviet Union? I am afraid that Comrade
| Thomas has read so widely, that his taste in

g

reading about the Soviet Union has been so many votes in Prance that they dont need to Let's win them before it

catholic, and his trust in the various “authori-
ties” pbout the Soviet Union has been so uni-
verzaly that his opinions about that country are
really' a maze of coniradictions that are hard

| Communists, the intelligent ones, do not ad-'
ivocate an idealized violence. 1 suppose it is
| mere neurosis of some sort or other that makes

some Communists or near Communists ecstati-
| cally applaud whenever great violence is men-
tioned. |

: |

| ~ On Violence
| I know very well that in France there has
ﬁeensuvﬂhinhpeople‘sfmt.bnt!nm'
8 little surprised that Comrade Browder should |

first of all accuse me of thinking teo much of |
the hallot, and then rejoice that they got so

| worry any more about the army, though it is
| from the army ‘that any fascism may arrive.
| ¥ don't believe that bscsing of Stalin’s on the
! French military establishment was necessary to |

_lleee’ * nt 'Dévelo

[;ments Coniifin_ the Communist

& song occasioned by a war that the workers

!should not have allowed to take place. You

said or implied you wanted the bombs to burss
where they would do more good than in the air,
I don’t want them to burst and you: don’t wan$
them to burst anywhere if wé can help it. It is
utterly fantastic to talk loosely about violence,
now when the governmeént has the means of vio-
lence. As long as it can reeruit ignérant worke
ers, the less we say now about great violencs,
and our admiration of “Oh say can you see by
the dawn’s early light,” the better .off we are,

And that leads me to ome thing more. I
wouldllkewaddreesuleould,themn
dead, the dead young men whom Mussolini
dragged out of their homes in Italy to fight in
a piratical war. 1 should like to say to those
dead, this: “You, the dead, some of you have
fallen because of Italy's use of tanks driven
by oil sold by the Soviet Republid.” (Hisses).
Wait a minute, those of you in favor of the
united front, wait & minute. I say, “You are
dead because Soviet Russia as wéll as the capi-
talist nations, sold ofl, but be of good cheer,
You may be dead, but Russia has better pure

One word about the Franco-Soviet Pact. I|plainly what I said about Kirov and about the Poses in the end. The war will stop. It wilf

stop by common action between Russia and

six moénths, there is no longer any need wlhe happier if Comrade Browder had told us gztgl;n!f.mwh:ich h;u slubvened the lngue of
frankly what has happened to So¢ialists who ealism for its own imperialism. X

will be stopped in the end, so be of good cheer
We have made money out of your death, bui
we have a better way to stop the war than by
& Boviet embargo on oil.” That, my friends, i
not the spirit of revolutionary Socialism. That
is not the spirit to which to appeal to the cole
onial peoples of the world. (Applause). May
I ask you this: do you think that if you cane
not meet that argument by anything but boos,
that the time is ripe for that united front?
I have some doubts myself. But I still have
hope, and this is my hope, that beginning to-
night, it will be possible for workers in New

{ York, in their unioms, and ith the city, to dise

cuss problems, to differ on problems, to differ
sometimes hotly on problems, but still to differ
honestly, to differ fairly, and wherever they
can, work together to build unions to defend
the liberties we have got, to increase those
liberties, to win to our cause, ‘which is the cause
of freedom, as well as of peace and abundance
and to win to our cause thgse who wander in
darkness, the darkness of a disintegrating order,
the darkness of the night of approaching fase
clsm. i

e 1t is too late. And we
can win them by the honesty that has been
sxemplified tonight,

(The debate was closed at 11:45 o'clock p.m.,

that workers havg to be brought together,| Now, Comrade Thomas, perhaps 'unintcnuon- | The Soviet Union could, if it considered face- }w unravel. However; I am not hopeless about ' t;he paci, not even such a pact as he signed. |with the audience singing “The International.”)
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Policj; on Sanctions

sible for the
lads, wdmen

'l'heolorelhuri Tmmnmmeummny

-

respon
slaughter of Ethiopian

“Sanctions mean war.”
and children, because

sivet

victims_of Mussolini's fake offen-'
War

|it had -not taken single-handed,
| unilateral action against Mussolini.
{ e e m—

gan without a single change. Back
on Sept. 21, in the Socialist  Call,
Herbert Zam, anti-Communist spe-
cialist and foreign . affairs. “expert”
wrote: :

he wrote it on the day the war be-
gan. | On Oct. 3, 1935,
Harry Gannes wrote as follows in
World Front: .

“But the most shameful part of
the | whele business, which addi-
| tional facts will reveal later on
stilll more in its glaring light, is
the role of French and British im-

To this line, the Executive Com-
mittee of the Communist Interna-

first course: is poble;
course is “betrayal.” X
Britain’s Aims
In contrast to Morrison and Zam,

tional in its latest appeal for unity
{ of action of the international work-
|ing class against war and fascism
countered with another line.
_ Comintern’s Reply

“In view of the fact that the
Executive Committee of the Labor
and Socialist International states




