Against CIO Locals 544 and 1140 at
aterman-Waterbury

e day before his resignation last Tuesday to accept
b of “‘labor relations expert” with the labor-hating
Me-Robinson company, Stassen’s state labor concilia-
8lair, committed his final act of labor betrayal and
esty.
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te (h!'l unanimous CIO ‘ regarded with contempt by all the
of the workers at _l“", W-W workers, none of whom be- |
an-Waterbury company I, 4+, it Blair recognized the |
polis, Blair threw out “"A'cunnpunvwn?on contract as “‘an '-]
. . prnbion o . y-uni act as “an ex
ion for certifi dtlul’lr “‘“'diibl;ﬂg' valid collective bal'gaining
hese employees to 'b" 8% 1 agreement which does not expire |
th the company-union|  ...; February 1, 1943
mployees’ Association.” | . A
man-Waterbury rigged up u'symbOhles His Career
ated contract with its Blair's last official act as Stas- |
y union which does not ex-|sen’s labor conciliator symbolizes |
til February 1, 1943, and|his whcoie crooked career as con-|
pheld it. ciliator. He treats the W-W work- |
Ing the past two months Lo- | ers as he treated the Minneapolis |

Wi
E {

and its sister CIO union, |drivers. Rather than permit them |
140 of the United Electri-|t® have a union of their ownl
have carried on a |cChoice, Blair tries to turn them

prkers, a
rganizing campaign among
faterman-Waterbury men.
rwhelming majority of the
are members of Local
The fifteen shippingroom |Stassen and
s are all members of Local|two CIO sister unions who have
U. cooperated with the Waterman-
ther than permit these Waterbury . workers . anticipated
kers their democratic that Blair would play the boss’s
, rather than recognize game with these men. On QOctober
i 544-CIO as the unani- 6th Local 544-CIO and Local 1140
choice of the Water- filed a joint petition with the
‘Waterbury shippingroom NLRB demanding an election at
ers, Blair recognized the Waterman-Waterbury. This is but
ny union, the first step being taken to pro-
the company union is|tect the rights of these workers.

over to the hated company union.

CIO Will Appeal

Knowing Blair’s dishonesty and
commitments to Governor

the employers, the

his

w Pamphlet Issued
efending 28 Here

EW YORK CITY, Oct. 20—The American Civil
ies Union has just published a pamphlet in defense
28 Local 544-CIO and Socialist Workers Party mem-
.ho are to go on trial October 27 in Minneapolis on
dition” charge.

ten by Roger Baldwin, di—‘f
of the Civil Liberties Union, |of Justice was asking the federal
dreto pamphlet is entitled: “Sedi-| grand jury to indict the Local 544-
- + B The first federal peace-time CIO and Socialist Workers Party

mw. ution for utterances and/leaders.

r‘a ations ~\r.u'w_(th(: Alien and From these facts, the Civil

o] * on Act of 1798. |  Liberties Union declared, “It
pamphlet repeats again the| is reasonable to conclude that

Jidiiy

W. which the Civil Libertics| the action thereafter taken by
b M made in a letter of August| the government arose from
o b me»rn»-y General Biddle, that‘1

the President’'s reaction to

prosecution constitutes inter-| Mr. Tobin’s request.”

fn by the government in an| Attorney General Biddle an-
}unm'n dispute on tlw-‘ side of | swered the ACLU letter on Sep-
velt’s numporter, Tobin. 'tember 4. Biddle's answering let-
ita lett-r to Biddle, which|ter denied that the government
printed in the pamphlet, the|prosecution was undertaken to aid
Liberties Union pointedly  Tobin, but had been long in prep-
ded him that Tobin on June |aration.

ad appealed to President| After reviewing all the facts in
velt for federal action|the case, the pamphlet concludes
bt Local 544-CIO and that|that “it is essentia] that the case
me day the White House had | should be vigorously defended and
a statement supporting that any conviction obtained!
against the CIO. Two should be appealed to the higher
later came the FBI raids|courts.”
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t the St. Paul and Minne- The American Civil Liberties
') headquarters of the Social-| Union, it explains, has endorsed
\ Workers Party and the an-| the appeal for funds of the Civil

% ‘h ement that the Department! Rights Defense Committee.
! i — - -

$1,500,000

Last week we reported that one million and
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Union

Tobin’s Quislings and

Blair

_ After months of singing State Labor Conciliator
Blair's praises, the AFIL-Tobin crowd is hastily at-
tempting to dissociate itself from its hero.

Unable to explain or

the labor-hating Gamble-Robinson corporation, To-
bin’s MINNESOTA TEAMSTER in its October 17th
1ssue expresses the pious hope that “Blair—who was
once considered a friend of labor—will not now turn
his experience and knowledge against labor.”

What hypocrites and scissorbills are these Tobin

Quislings and hopheads!

OF COURSE Blair will fight the employees of
Gamble-Robinson and Pacific Fruit.
job as “laborr elations expert” is — to protect the
profits of these two corporations against the demands

of the workers.

Furthermore, Blair's

64

state, made them

days, etc.

didn’t end when he accepted the high-paid post as
‘“labor relations expert” with the two corporations.
Blair’s treachery to labor began the day he accepted
appointment as State Labor Conciliator from Gover-
nor Harold “Slave Law’™ Stassen.

Blair administered the Stassen Slave Act. Only
a fink and a Judas would accept such a post. Time
after time, Blair hamstrung unions in all parts of the
cool off” whlie the bosses pre-
pared to smash the union, certified the controversies
to Stassen as ‘‘in the public interest” and thus pre-
vented the unions from striking for an additional 30

justify Blair's sell-out to

That’s what his

“friendliness to labor”

Blair's crowning act of treachery as State Labor

Conciliator was his refusal

apolis drivers, and his certification of Tobin’s “union”
without elections as the bargaining agent for the
motor transport drivers and warehousemen.

Part payment for this act of treachery is the
corporation post which Blair now holds, and which

he will use as he used his

ciliator—as a point of vantage from which to fight
labor, to weaken it, to thwart its democratic will, to

grind its face in the dirt.

Scott, boss of Gamble-Robinson, knew exactly

what he was doing when

and Stassen to hire Blair as “labor relations expert.”
Scott had seen how Blair,
demand for elections, had struck a smashing blow at

unionism in Minneapolis.

“A man who has the brass to pull off a job like
that is the man I need to handle my employees,”

Scott said to himself.

Tobin's hopheads can’t fight Blair.
thoroughly committed to his defense, for the dishonest
decision he made in their favor. They can’t defend
the interests of the Gamble-Robinson workers against

Blair.

There is a day that Local 544-CIO looks for-

ward to.

That is the day when the crooked Blair decision
is swept aside by the Minneapolis drivers and Local
544-C1O opens contract negotiations with Gamble-
Robinson and we confront Mr. Blair across the table.

of elections to the Minne-

post as State Labor Con-

he arranged with Tobin

by denying the drivers’

They are

CIO Forces Showdown in ‘Currier Case’
Over Government Bolicy of Aiding AFL

AFL Bureaucrats

labor policies in the construction

tive of the labor he employs.”

OPM Head Sidney Hillman Called to Explain
His Rotten “‘Stabilization Pact” With

WASHINGTON—The Senate (Truman) Defense Investi-
gating Committee will seek a showdown on the government's

field by calling Sidney Hillman,

A. D. Lewis and William Green for joint testimony on Wednes-
day concerning a Wayne County (Michigan) housing project.
Chairman Truman said the committee desired to ask Mr. Hill-
man, co-director of the Office of
presence of Mr. Lewis and Mr. Green for an explanation of why
a contract was not awarded to the P. J. Currier Lumber Com-
pany of Detroit (employer of UCWOC labor) which was low
bidder on the project by $431,000.

““What we want to do,”’ Chairman Truman said, “is to make
certain that the low, qualified bidder gets the contract irrespec-

Production Management, in the

WASHINGTON — The “Currier case,” which has
stirred the nation as has no other labor issue of the war
program, involves a “stabilization agreement” handed by
Sidney Hillman to the AFL Building Trades Department
whereby the craft unionists were given a virtual monopoly
on all government construction work. Hillman’s answer

this week to charges
favoritism is of vital concern to
the whole CIO.

As Chairman A. D. Lewis of the
United Construction Workers has
said, “If the policy of the govern-
ment is to be on the same discrim-
inatory basis as in the Wayne proj-
ect, then the freedom of choice
between unions, guaranteed by the
National Labor Relations Act, is
effectively repealed. The undis-

five hundred thousand dollars was the figure
named in AFL circles as the amount paid out
so far by the Tobin-AFL forces to take care of
all angles in the Tobin fight against Local
544.CI10.

This week we are in a position to name the
man who stated that figure. It was Frank Fen-
ton, International AFL Organizer. He is also a
member of the Woll Committee which the AFi.
Executive Council sent in here to “purge” the
' AFL Central Labor Union. Naturally Mr. Fen-
ton didn’t tell directly to us how much his gang
paid out. But we have friends everywhere, who
tell us what is going on.

There is absolutely no doubt that large sums
of money changed hands in this dirty deal. Who
got that money? Some of it, we are certain,
found its way into the pockets of certain poli-
ticians. We shall try our best to identify those
iticians and the amounts they received.

by for further bulletins on this story!

puted facts in this episode reveal
‘I government policy that reminds
|one of systems of forced labor
| practiced in the Fascist-dominated
nations of Europe.”

' The Facts

|  When bids were opened Sep-
tember 18, 1941, by the Federal
| Works Agency on a’ project to
construct 300 defense houses at
Wayne, Michigan, it was found

Currier Lumber Company of De-

z=aving of 31,321 per dwelling unit.
It was the only bid that
within the limitations of the funds
allotted for the project. Currier's
financial standing, building rec
ord, labor and material
| were
satisfactory by the FWA whose
officials congratulated him and

told him to go ahead.

of AFL¥

While the Currier company was
busy on basic engineering work, it
heard rumors, quickly substanti-
ated, that the Hillman-dominated
Board of Review of OPM had re-
quested the FWA to withhold sign-
ing of the contract on grounds
that the AFL craft union leader-
ship would object.

When FWA Administrator John
Carmody referred the matter to
the Department of Justice for a
legal ruling, the Department found
that there was no basis in law to
deny the contract to the lowest
bidder, the Currier company.

Said the Department of Justice:

“It is inconceivable that the
government of the United

States should have adopted

any policy of favoring one

labor organization to the ex-
clusion of the other. If the

that tke $979,500 bid of the P. J.|
troit was low by $431,000, or a|

came |

rn(‘nr(i
examined and pronounced

low bidder is able to demon-
strate to the satisfaction of
the agency receiving the bid
that he is ready, willing, and
able to perform his contract
expeditiously, efficiently, and
economically, the contract
sthould be awarded to him . . .
In this case Currier’'s bid was
far below the other bids. He
has also satisfactorily demon-
strated that from the view-
point of financial responsibil-

ity, organization, and experi-
ence he is eminently qualified
to perform this contract pur-
suant to the specifications of
the Federal Works Agency.
He should therefore be agrard-
ed this contract without fur-
ther delay in order that work
upon the project may pro-
ceed forthwith.”

CIO Gets Higher Wages

At this point the Truman Com-
mittee held a public hearing on
the Currier case, substantiating
the above facts. The Committee
brought out the fact that if the
Currier bid is denied, it means
extra payment by the occupants of
%10 a month over a period of
twelve years. It was further dis-
closed that the Currier Company
pays wages twenty per cent higher
than prevailing union wages in
Detroit, and that its men have
steady year-around employment.
Wages on the Wayne Housing
Project are fixed by the Bacon-
Davis Act and must comply with
the prevailing scale. The hours

Auto Workers Head
Backs UCWOC in
Currier Contract

President R. J. Thomas of
the United Auto Workers Mon-
day sent telegrams to President
Roosevelt and John Carmody,
Federal Works Administrator,
protesting the failure of the
FWA to grant a contract for
300 defense houses to the Cur-
rier Lumber company which has
a contract with the UCWOC.
Thomas condemned the OPM
for discrimimating against the
CIO by signing what amounts
to a closed shop contract with
the AFL craft unionists.

Thomas is a vice-president

of the CIO.

worked are uniform and the speci-
fications complied with are identi-
cal also.

AFL Threatens

From Detroit, meanwhile, came
threats from the AFL that it
would call a general strike in the
Detroit area if this contract were
awarded to a firm employing CIO
construction workers. September
30th the AFL Weekly News Ser-
vice boasted that “Hillman, in his
official positon as twin head of
the OPM, helped in the negotia-
tion of this (stabilization) pact
which gives the AFL unions a vir-
tual closed shop on all defense
projects.

Nation’s CIO Protests

Affiliates of the CIO through-
out the nacion have railied to the
aid of the UCWOC and of modern
methods of housing construction,
and have flooded Washington with
telegrams demanding an end to
the OPM interference on behalf
of the AFL craft union leader-
ship. The Currier case is but one

years. That Hillman, who has been
identified with the CIO, should
enter into a conspiracy with the
AFL against the CIO, has shocked
some members of the CIO.

CIO affiliates throughout the
nation are writing the Truman
Committee, and are demanding of
Sidney Hillman a full explanation
of his reactionary policy.

(See Local 544-CIO’s letter to
the Truman Senate Committee,

page 4.)

Drivers of
Texas Join

The CIO

Several hundred general drivers

have already joined the CIO
United Construction Workers in
Dallas, and the CIO is making

headway among the city's 6,000
drivers, President W. W. Barr of
UCWOC Local 311 reported re-
cently.

Cartage company are working

of a series of incidents revealing
the strong AFL bias of Hillman.
The OPM, a powerful government

for its willingness to prostitute it-
| self to perpetuate the intolerable
conditions that have retarded tech
| nical progress in the construction
[industry and exploited the con-
I struction workers for so many

agency, is being lashed by the CIO ‘

under a closed shop contract with
the CIO, bringing them wage in-
| creases of from 17 to 33 per cent.
The high initiation fees and
| craft union abuses of the Tobin
| machine are responsible for deep
resentment among the Dallas driv-
ers, who are turning to the new
CIO0O movement among the motor
| transport and aliied workers.

On Trial Monday

- ok

For AntiWar Views

Imperialist War-Mongers Are Trying to Stifle
Militant Voices of Labor

Firmly resolved to defend their anti-war opinions,
the Local 544-Cl1O and Socialist Workers Party leaders
go on trial this Monday, October 27, on the *‘sedition”
charge engineered by the War Party in Washington.

As Eugene V. Debs in the period of the First World
War turned a federal courtroom into a forum from which

he denounced imperialist war, so'

will the 28 labor leaders speak out
in the Minneapolis federal court-
room against their war-mongering
persecutors. |

History has already given its
verdict in the case of Debs. Every
working man and woman honors
his memory, while the name of
Attorney - General Mitchell A.
Pa.:uer, the prosecutor of Debs,
has gone down in history as a sym-
bol of anti-labor viciousness. Not
even his present imitators dare de-
fend Palmer’s “Red Raids” of
1918-1920.

So too, whatever the immediate
verdiet in this case which begins
Monday, history will render its
own verdict. The defendants, who
face possible conviction on terms
up to sixteen years each, will go
down in history as men who coura-
geously stood up against all the
imperialists in the Second World
War. Their prosecutor, Attorney-
General Biddle, will be dishonored
in histery as a second A. Mitchell
Palmer.

Dress Up Biddle

Biddle’s publicity men are mov-
ing heaven and earth to save him
from that fate. “Liberal” speeches
and statements by Biddle, long
“character studies” in the New
York TIMES and elsewhere, seek
to portray Biddle as one who is
unlike his predecessor Palmer.
Thereby Biddle is trying to get out
from under the mounting wave of
labor and liberal protests against
his “red raids” against the Social-
ist Workers Party and his order-
ing of the present trial.

Blurted Out Truth

But Biddle, like a clumsy thief,
has left his indelible fingerprints
behind him. He cannot erase the
indiscreet boast of his liteutenant,
Assistant Attorney - General
Schweinhaut, that this prosecution
is only the first of many to come
against the labor movement: “We
cracked down here first. Me. Bid-
dle has said this is only a start. So
you can enpect other actions to
follow shortly.” (St. Paul Dis-
patch, June 28.)

Nor can Biddle wipe out his own
statement of June 27, which ad-
mitted that the Locai 544-CIO and
Socialist Workers Party defend-
ants are being persecuted for their
anti-war opinions. Since that date,
under the protests of the American
Civil Liberties Union, Laber’s Non-
Partisan League, etc., Biddle has
attempted to argue that he is not
prosecuting opinions but only
“overt acts.” But this is what Bid-
dle officially stated in Washing-
ton on June 27:

“Principal basis of the ac-
tion, the Department of Jus-
tice announced, is found in a
Decleration of Principles
adopted by the Socialist
Workers Party at its founda-
tion convention, held in Jan-
uary, 1938,

“The pertinent phrases in
this declaration were given
by the Acting Attorney-Gen-
eral Biddle as follows:

“‘If, in spite of the efforts
of the resolutionists and the
militant workers, the U. S.
government enters a new war,
the SWP will not, under any
circumstances, support that
war but will, on the contrary,
fight against it.” " (Minneap-

Eighty employees of the Dallas|

olis STAR JOURNAL, June

| 28)

} Biddle cannot erase these facts
as the trial begins, nor, twist and
squirm as he may, can he refute
the solemn verdict against him by
{ the national officers of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union—such
nationally-famous liberals as the
Rev. John Haynes Holmes, the
noted attorney, Arthur Garfield
Hays, and Roger Baldwin, direc-
tor of the Civil Liberties Union.

Biddle Aids Tobin

These men carefully examined
Biddle's case against the defend-
ants and then informed Biddle, in

| Group Sends

Civil Rights

Its Sympathy

Officers of Local 544-CIO re-
received the following letter
from George Novack, secretary
of the Civil Rights Defense
Committee active in the de-
fense of the 28 indicted work-
ers in federal court:

“On  behalf of the Civil
Rights Defense Committee, |
wish to send our sympathy to
Local 544-CIO on the untime-
ly death of Brother Grant
Dunne.

“The Federal Authorities
have much to answer for in
their vicious prosecution against
the leadership of Local 544-
CIO. Not the least is this loss
of Grant Dunne to the labor
movement of the Northwest. In
the coming trials we shall do all
in our power to help vindicate
the cause of labor’s rights te
which Grant Dunne devoted his
self-sacrificing career.”

their now-famous letter to him of
August 20, that they had come to
the conclusion that this case arose
from the fact “that the govern.
ment injected itself into an inter-
union controversy in order to pro-
mote the interests of the one side
(Tobin) which supported the ad-
ministration’s foreign and domes-
tic policies.”

These “foreign and domestic
policies” are summed up in one
word: WAR.

The War Party includes not
only Rooseveltian Democrats and
rabid conservative Democrats like
Carter Glass, but also Republicans
like Willkie and Governor Stas-
sen. The War Party, indeed, rep-
resents all Big Business and its
venal political agents.

To wage war abroad, the War
Party must crush the anti-war
masses at home. While they export
“democracy” they import dicta-
torship.

War Party Behind Case

That is the meaning of the trial.
The 28 defendants, men and wom-
en of long years of service to the
labor movement, are being perse-
cuted because of their loyalty to
labor and their opposition to the
war. The prosecution is seeking
to stifle these anti-war voices and
thus to terrorize into silence all
the laboring men and women who

| want no part of this war.

But these anti-war voices are
not yet stifled. Those voices will
be raised in the courtroom.
| TRepresenting the anti-war senti-
ments of the millions of laboring
| men and women who do not want

to fight Wall Street’s war, these
| 28 defendants deserve the support
| of every trade unionist and friend
| of labor.

| By their conduct in this trial
[they will demonstrate how fully
| they deserve that unstizling sup-
port!

The trial, originally scheduled
to start Monday, October 20, was
| postponed one week to this Mon-
{ day by Federal Judge Matthew M.
Joyce.

FOLLOW
THE TRIAL

Order your Special Three-
Month Subscription to the
INDUSTRIAL ORGAN.-
IZER, for only fifty cents
(50c).

SEE OUR

ADVERTISEMENT
PAGE FOUR
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Reprinted from the “New Republic”

A Liberal Magazine Reviews the Facts
Behind Prosecution of Twenty-Eight

(Below we republish from
the current issue of the New
Republic the article by Daniel
Eastman, “The Minnesota ‘Se-
dition’ Case,” dealing with
the federal indictments
against Local 544-CIO and
the SWP:)

On October 20 in the United
States Distriet Court in Minneapo-
lis twenty-eight defendants will
stand trial in the first peacetime
federal prosecution for seditious
opinion ir more than a century.
The twenty-eight, fifteen members
of the Teamsters’ Union, Local
544, CI10Q, and thirteen members of
the  Socialist Workers’ Party
{Trotskyite), have been indicted
under two laws. One, the recent-
ly passed Smith Act, makes it a
ecrime merely to express an ‘“‘opin-
ion” as to the “propriety” of over-
throwing the government by force
and violence. The other, Section
6, Title 18, of the United States
Criminal Code, is the established
law against overt acts calculated
to overthrow the government by
force.

Ewo circumstances in con-
neciion with this case have
aroused attention. First, the
only overt act of sedition
charged against the defen-
dants was the organization of
a Union Defense Guard to
protect themselves against
threatened attacks. And sec-
ond, there is a strong suspi-
cion that the government un-
dertock the prosecution as a
political favor to Daniel To-
bin, president of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of
Teamsters, AFL.

For these reasons the American
Civil Liberties Union recently
wrote te United States Attorney
General Francis Biddle asking that
the indictment be reconsidered
with a view to dismissal.

Biddle’s Views

In his reply of September
4, Attorney General Biddle
said nothing toc improve the
case. In his view prosecution
for mere opinion may be con-
stitutional; in any case he
prefers to let the courts de-
cide this issue.

As to the alleged overt act, the
organization of a Union Defense
Guard, Attorney General Biddle
says he is “confident” that the
prosecution will be able to prove
this defense guard was in fact an
armed militia for the purpose of
overthrowing the government by
force and violence.

A good many facts con-
cerning this alleged militia
have been brought out since

the indictment. They make it
difficult to share Attorney
General Biddle’s confidence.

The Union Defense Guard

In August, 1938, Roy Zachary,
a national organizer of the Silver
Shirt fascists, came to Minneapo-
lis and held several open meetings
in which he publicly called for vio-
lent attacks upon the headquar-
ters of the Teamsters’ Lozcal 544.

At the same time the union leaders
were informed that a reactionary

i.\linneapolis employer had been

seen at these meetings, and was
reported to have raised a fund of
$35,000 to hire gunmen to intimi-
date the union leaders. These
threats of violence were given
weight by the fact that one union
leader in Minneapolis, Patrick
Corcoran of the Teamstors’ Joint
Council, had actually been mur-
dered some months before; and by
the further discovery by the police
of two high-powered rifles equip-
ped with telescope sights in an
automobile parked near the Min-
neapolis Central Labor Union.

Everyone Knew About It
It was in these circum-
stances that the defendants
decided to form a Union De-
fense Guard. Theres was
nothing secret or conspira-
torial about this organiza-
tion—on the contrary it was
announced in the union paper
and noised abroad consider-
ably in order to intimidate
the Silver Shirts. At the first
meeting of this defense guard
in September, 1938, some two
hundred men showed up.

If these two hundred were mem-
bers of an armed militia for the
purpose of overthrowing the gov-
ernment by force and violence, as
the indictment claims, they were
themselves ignorant of that fact.
The majority of the two hundred
were not Trotskyites, but ordinary
Republican and Democratic work-
ers. Even the Attorney General’s
office tacitly admits this in not in-
dieting them.

At their meetings these two
hundred men discussed meth-
ods of repelling anti-union vi-
clence and engaged in calis-
thenics.

They also engaged in target
practice, and it is probably upon
this point that the government will
rest its case. The funds for the
purchase of the necessary guns
and ammunition were raised at a
dance which was announced for
that purpose and held on Decem-
ber 17, 1938. Two .22 caliber
single-shot rifles, and two .22 cali-
ber single-shot target pistols were

purchased. The total fire power of

this armament, it should be noted,
is less than that of the ordinary
six-shooter carried by one police-
man. These guns were used ex-
clusively for target practice; none
of the defense guard went armed.

Ushered at Children’s Party

When the local Silver
Shirts, intimidated by this
display of determination,

ceased their appeals to vio-

lence against the union, the

defense guard was put upon a

social basis. There were no

more mobilizations, no more
calisthenics and nmo more tar-
get practice. The remaining
members constituted a sort of
honorary society of union ac-
tivists and confined them-
selves to ushering at union

functions. In Decémber, 1940,

this guard engaged in its lnt

activity — u;hermg at

Christmas party given by tho

Minneapolis Teamsters’ Joint

Council.

The Attorney General, then,
would seem te be “‘‘confident” he
can prove that an organization of
two hundred wushers located in
Minnesota was plotting to over-
come the United States Army with
four .22 caliber rifles.

The feeble nature of this
alleged revolutionary militia
seems to lend weight to the
suspicion that the prosecution
was undertaken by the gov-
ernment as a political favor.
In his letter replying to the
American Civil Liberties
Union, Attorney General Bid-
dle says: “That conclusion
is entirely unwarranted. The
investigation of this case be-
gan in early 1940. . . . The
prosecution . . . was not re-
quested by anyone in or out
of the government or under-
taken for the benefit of any
person or group.”

If the Attorney General is cor-
rect, the circumstances- surround-
ing the arrest of the defendants on
June 28 of this year form a strik-
ing coincidence.

A Favor to Tobin
The Teamsters’ Local 544
in question until recently be-
longed to the American Fed-
eration of Labor Internation-
al of which Daniel Tobin is
president. There was long-
standing friction between Mr.
Tobin and the union, which
came to a head this spring
when Mr. Tobin asked the
local to allow him to appoint
representative with the

a
power to expel any members
he considered undesirable.

The local rejected this pro-

YOU Can Help
The Defendants

—)

in this nation.

stitutional rights.

REPUBLIC, etc.

tions to the

The twenty-eight men and women who go on trial next
Monday morning in the federal courtroom in Minneapolis are
front-lme fngters in the cause of union rights and civil liberties

They merit the whole-hearted and generous moral and ma-
trial support of every progresslve orgamzatxon and individual
genuinely concerned with maintaining our democratic and con-

Their fight against the prosecution must be won.

That is why the CIVIL RIGHTS DEFENCE COM-
MITTEE has been organized. Chairman of the Com-
mittee is James T. Farrell. Vice chairman is John Dos
Passos. Secretary is George Novack. Scores of out-
standing laborites, educators, civil liberty defenders,

liberals have joined the national board of the CIVIL
RIGHTS DEFENSE COMMITTEE.

The government prosecution has been denounced by the
ClO, Labor’s Non-Partisan League, the United Auto Workers,
the American Civil Liberties Union, THE NATION, THE NEW

The CIVIL RIGHTS DEFENSE COMMIT-
TEE needs $7,500 immediately to defray the
costs of fighting this case. Aid the 28
defendants by confrlbufmg promptly and gen-
erously to their Defense Fund. Mail all dona-

Civil Rights Defense Committee

c-0 Industrial Organizer, 1328 Second St. N.

Minneapolis, Minnesota

A receipt will be mailed you from the Industrial Organizer and from the
national office’ of the Civil Rights Defense Cmmlttee.

s e
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posal, and on June 9, by an
almost unanimous vote, de-
cided to leave Mr. Tobin's
International and join the
ClO. Three days later, on
June 13, Mr. Tobin sent a
telegram to President Roose-
velt, saying in part that the
transfer of Local 544 was
“indeed a regrettable and
dangerous condition,”” and
urging that the union leaders,
the men now under indict-
ment, ‘be in some way pre-
vented “from pursuing this
dangerous courge.”

Upon receipt of this message,
Stephen Early, President Roose-
velt’s secretary, issued a statement
from the White House saying in
part: “When I advised the Presi-
dent of Mr. Tobin's representa-
tions this morning, he asked me
immediately to have the govern-
ment departments and agencies in-
terested in this matter notified,
and to point out that this is no
time in his opinion for labor
unions, local or national, to begin
raiding one another. . . .”

This was on June 13. Two
weeks later, on June 28, the
defendants, including sixteen
leading members of Local
544, were arrested by the At-
torney General’s office.
Against this muddled back-

ground, shot through with coinci-
dence, the trial is to take place.
Its outcome will be awaited with
deep interest by all who are con-
cerned with the workings of jus-
tice in a time when fears and pas-
sions run abnormally high and the
word “‘sedition’ arouses emotions
that in less critical hours would
not be stirred.

Stalinists
Whipped in
News Guild

In the first national referendum
election of the American News-
paper Guild, the Communist-
Party - controlled leadership has
been dumped by a vote of ap-
proximately five-to-three.

Milton Murray, head of the
“Pro-Guild” slate, polled 5,534
votes for President, as against
3,371 for the incumbent, Donal
M. Sullivan. “Pro-Guild” candi-
dates for regional vice-presidents
won by substantially the same ma-
jorities.

The Twin Cities Newspaper
Guild played a major part in the
victory of the anti-Stalinist slate.

Opposition to the Stalinist ma-
chine control of the American
| Newspaper Guild crystallized after
| the Stalin-Hitler pact and the con-
| sequént ‘anti-war” line followed
by the CP in the United States.
‘Since Hitler turned on the Soviet
| Union; the CP, together with the
officers of the Guild, went all out
for support of Roosevelt's war
program, adopting the same stand
on foreign policy as the “Pro-
Guild” group.

The “Pro-Guild” supporters fall
generally into two classes—those
newspaper workers who opposed
the Stalinists on progressive
grounds, because of the unprinci-
pled policies of the Communist
Party and its disregard for the
welfare of unionism; and Guild
members who fought the Commu-
nist Party from a reactionary “pa-
triotic” position. The future of
the Guild lies with the progres-
sives among the “Pro-Guild” sup-
porters.

Priorities
Unemployment
Still Spreads

Between 7,000 and 8,000 work-
ers face immediate layoffs in Gen-
eral Motors plants in the St. Louis
area; another 4,000 to 5,000 face
loss of their jobs in Kansas City.
These 12,000 workers forced into
unemployment are but the light-
ning before the real storm of pri-
orities unemployment breaks about
the auto industry and the other
basic industries in America.

Minneapolis is not a manufac-
turing center, but primarily a dis-
| tribution center. Yet already small
shops here employing ten to twen-
ty workers are closing down every
week. ‘I can’t get wire”—or metal
—or other materials,” the boss
says.

The black plague of unemploy-
ment eats away at the American
working-class. The germ is carried
by the refusal of the great mo-
nopolists to forego their greed for
profits. The cure is a Workers and
Farmers government which will
| take over all the means of produe-
itinn and run them in the interests
of all the people,

Card of Thanks

To Loeal 544-CIO:

[ The family of Geértrude
greatly apreciate your kind ex-
| pressions of sympathy in their
| time ,of serrow.

! John

Mos

| \[np Mrs. Laurely Peterson

|

|
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Prosecution

Of 544-CIO
Is Only Start

“We cracked down here first.
Mr. Biddle has said this is only
a start. So you can expect other
actions to follow shortly.” (St
Paul DISPATCH of June 28,
1941.)

So boasted Assistant U. S.
Attorney-General Henry A.
Schweinhaut in announcing that
the Department of Justice
would seek an indictment
against the leadership of Local
5#4-CI0.

That success in the Minneap-
olis prosecution would unleash
a nationwide series of indict-
ments against militant workers
was further indicated by I. F.
Stone, reporter for THE NA-
TION, who remarked in the
July 26, 1941, issue of that
paper, following a visit to the

Department of Justice, that
“Shrewder and more deter-
mined influences see in this

prosecution . . . a chance to es-
tablish precedents which can be
applied more broadly.”

Labor’s Non-Partisan League
correctly sized up the indict-
ment here as calculated to set
a precedent by which other
unionists “can be jailed for
their opinions. If it is success-
ful, many informed observers
are expecting other indictments
of labor figures who do not toe
the mark in the way some bu-
reaucrat would prefer that they
do.”

Every worker must realize
that if the Department of Jus-
tice succeeds in its prosecution
of the leaders of Local 544-CIO
and of the Socialist Workers
Party, the government will
drive ahead through such an
opening to launch a witchhunt
in the style of Attorney-General
Mitchell Palmer after the First
World War.

Which is an additional reason
why every worker and every
union — CIO 2nd AFL — must
stand firmly behind the defend-
ants and support their demo-
cratic right to free speech and

-

freedom of opinion,

Stalinists Support
Tobin Against CIO

Communist Party Backs Indictment Against
Minnesota Defendants

The Communist Party,

most blatantly war-mongering organ ization in the United |
States, has performed another service for Big Business by ever they have mfluenq
aligning itself with Dictator Tobin and the Department of | circles, the Communist

for many years notorious as
a disruptive force in the labor movement and today the

Justice against the CIO and the 28 indicted members of
Local 544-CI10O and of the Socialist Workers Party.

Inside Tobin’s AFL Teamsters,
their | Communist Party, because of the

the Stalinists have made
peace with War—Mongering Dan
and are defending his union-bust-
ing moves against Local 544- CIO
and the other unions who have re-
volted against Tobin and joined
the CIO.

The Stalinist - controlled IBT
NEWS, self-styled “voice of the
rank and file” published monthly
by the Communist Party teamsters
fraction in New York City, has in
recent issues gone all-out in sup-
port of Tobin against the CIO na-
tional drive to bring modern dem-
ocratic industrial unionism to the
motor transport drivers.

Defend Tobin Dictatorship

The leading editorial in the Sep-
tember issue of the IBT NEWS is
one long defense of Dictator Tobin
and his gangster methods.

The Stalinist sheet complains
that “in some cases they (the CIO)
have taken advantage of some of
the justified grievances of the rank
and file of our organization.”

Maybe the members of the IBT
have some just complaints, say this
Stalinist sheet.

Use War As Excuse

BUT—

“But today, when our country
is in a state of emergency . . .
we feel that this so-called CIO
drive is promoting warfare among
laboring men at a time when we
need cooperation.”

boss war, the workers who oppose
dictatorship and racketeering in
the union must do nothing to
challenge the rule of the bureau-
crats, for the Tobins will fight
back with their huge treasuries
and their gangster friends and
their political connections, and this
will lead to disunity.

In fawning manner the Stalin-
ists try to tell Tobin how to sweet- |
en up his union-smashing pelicies:
“If President Tobin took real ac-|
tion against gangster rule in cer-
tain locals, we are sure that he|
would get even more support from |
the rank and file,” the IBT NEWS
says!

This is like preaching virtue to|
the keeper of a house of prosti-
tution.

Every five-year-old knows that
Tobin will not and cannot fight
the gangsters and tin-pot Hitlers
in the AFL Teamsters, because

without their support against the

ranks, Tobin himself .would be
tossed out on his ear.

“If Tobin and the International|
Executive Board helped the rank|
and file achieve real democracy|
within our local unions, they would |
get even more backmg,” the Stal-
inists whine.

Te ask Tobin for democracy is
much like asking Mussolini for
democracy. The

In other words, according to the

a hundred times that he will fight

AFL Continues to
Turn Its Back on
Colored Workers

Votes Down Motion to Investigate Practice
of Discrimination Against Negro Workers

The American Federation of Labor, at its Seattle
convention, once again insisted on continuing its policy of
discrimination against the Negro worker.

The Federation, under the whip of the Tobins, Wolls
and Hutchesons, voted down a proposal to establish a
committee to investigate discrimination within the AFL.

The convention voted instead ford

the same meaningless resolution
that had been passed at last year’s
New Orleans convention, namely,
“that affiliated national and in-
ternational unions be requested to
give most sincere consideration to
policies which will assist to elim-
inate any tendencies to discrimi-
nate against workmen because of
race, color or creed.”

Only Pious Wish

This resolution merely express-
es a pious wish that no diserim-
ination be practiced, but does not
authorize a single concrete step
to abolish it. The various Interna-
tionals can continue to exclude
Negroes from membership, sign
contracts calling for lower scales
for Negroes and practice other
forms of Jim Crowism just as
before.

A. Philip Randolph, president
of the Brotherhood of Sleeping
Car Porters, bitterly attacked the
reactionary attitude of the AFL
and cited specific examples of dis-
crimination by several unions.

CIO Has Correct Policy

He pointed out that the thous- |
ands of Negro workers in the great
Ford plant during the CIO strike
there “did not see why they should
sign up with the AFL when the |
AFL admits it cannot do anything |

to remove discrimination prac-|
ticed by some of its Interna-|
'] " |
tions.

This point struck home. since |
every delegate knew that in the|
Ford strike, as in other similar sit- |
uations since the rise of the CIO, |
the Negro workers have flocked|
to the CIO ratherthan the AFL, be-|
cause the Negroes know that the
CIO does not tolerate any of the
rotten practices of discrimination
and segregation that are common
in the AFL.

Randolph further cited the AFI
machinists, carpenters and paint- |

érs ‘unions as practicing exrlusmn
of Negroes,

Randolph’s biting truths evoked |
a wave of sympathy among the|
ranks of the delegates, but the

AFL tép buteaucrats drove them ||

back into line

John P, Frey, Mathew Woll and |
William Green all took the floot
none of!

'them dared attempt to deny any

of the charges made by the Negro
leader. Instead they hid behind
the hypocritical excuse that each
autonomous International must
settle this question by itself.

Randolph’s bitter speeches have
become annual events at the AFL
conventions. Unfortunately at no
time have they achieved any re-
sults.

Mark Ethridge, head of the OPM
committee on fair employment
practices, also made a speech to
the convention informing the
delegates of the discrimination
taking place against Negroes in
war industries.

But just as the convention failed
to take any action against diserim-
ination inside the unions, so it
failed to take any action against
boss discrimination against the
Negro workers.

The AFL, dominated by the re-
actionary Tobins and Hutchesons,
has no interest in improving the |
lot of the millions of Negro work- |
ers. The difference between the|
AFL and CIO is nowhere more|

‘ sharply illustrated than by the fact |

[ that the CIO welcomes the Negro |

| workers into its ranks as equals,

and refuses to tolerate any of the
rotten practices so common in the |
AFL.
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In South

| AFL

AFL Unions

Brazenly
Jim Crow

The Jim Crow conduct of
many AFL unions is brazen-
ly open in the South where
the AFL sheets express ra-
cial views as starkly fascist
as Hitler’s.

AFL leaders in the South
take their reactionary views
on racial questions from the
Southern bosses, who for genera-
tions have maintained their power
and privileges by keeping the white
and colored workers divided.

A case in point is the Fort Smith
(Arkansas) UNION NEWS, offi-
cial AFL paper, which in its issue
for October 17, 1941, publishes
on its front page, as though it
were something to be proud of,
the fact that the AFL Carpenters
Union has set up a Jim Crow local
of carpenters for Negro carpen-
ters, Local 2306.

Another recent proof of the at-
titude of the AFL bureaucracy in
|the South towards the Negro is
{shown in the October 17th issue of
the AFL Mobile LABOR JOUR-
NAL.

In an article telling of the
growth of the CIO's United Con-
struction ~ Workers  Organizing
Committee in the Mobile area, this
sheet says that I_'(‘W()C

| membership cards “are being wide.

ly
where it is said memberships are
bemg sought on all kinds of prom- |

circulated in  colored- ~town,

ises and arguments of an inflam-
matory character,

ment is, of course,
ciple that Negroes shall have equal
l

The “inflammatory” CIO argu-
the C10 prin-

rights in all unions.

To progressive workers,

Pliam Linoleum Co.
NEW SPRING IDEAS IN COLOR.
INGS FOR ENTIRE HOME JUST
Extensive Choles,

HY. ®eo1
1921 Wash. W,

CY’S PLACE

5th and Plymouth
CHOICE LIQUORS
Cy. Putz, Prop. HY. soes

Stalinists have;
done that too. Tobin has shown|

this |

_‘.

[to the death those dw
those local unions whe
mocracy. in the organigas

The Stalinists end &
defense of Tobin wig
attack on A. D. Lewis
L. Lewis for their refygg)

it up for the imperialig §
Throughout the couns

| reaucrats are aligning g
L with Tobkin against the (
"Construction Workers,
In Iowa, where AP
unions are rebelling
bin's receivership
ing the CIO, the
their mimeographed
the voice of Tobins &
Keul, in cor.demning
who stand up for union ¢
Back Indictment

| On August 16th, the
| WORKER, central organ
| Communist Party, in a le
' ticle, headlined “The P
of the Minneapolis Trg
condemns the leaders of
CIO as “enemies of the
and conspirators.

Blind to all principles
| solidarity, the Stalini
Worker goes on to say fi
| indicted “deserve no more
’from labor and friends of
usecurm than-do the Nazis.
| Then the Stalinist sheet
its sole objection to this
tion. It does not like the
the indietment because the
ment calls the Trtoskyists “
|ers’ revolutionary organi
Instead, the Stalinists say,
mand that the Federal go
make clear that . . . it is
the Trotskyists not as a
rev olutlonan organization,
cause it is a fascist fifth
organization.”

In other words these
Stalin want the Federal
ment to write an indictme
identical Janguage whid
used in_ his indictments
Lenin’s co-workers in the
Moscow Frameup Trials
'38! They want the Local
leadership railroaded to p
by the Biddle formula bu
Stalin formula!

Apart from this one
gsays this same Stalinist
they ‘“‘could not but umnre
support it (the indictment)

In this way the Stalini
established their united £
Tobin and Biddle. While
and the progressive €
the AFL are rallying to
fense of Local 544-CIO,
inists are as determined
Minneapolis bosses 0
union.

Here is one more prot
so-called Communist
most reactionary foree
American labor move

fraternal attitude towand
ored worker is part of the
unionism. But to an AFL
artist in the South, it is
matory” and “seditious.
the Mobile AFL LABOK
NAL refers to the UCWU(
“illegitimate organizatien.
These AFL aristocrats
bemoan the fact that the
is seeking democratic

whereby the workers cal
their own union. “Since

skilled production workerY
is just as good as the skil
man’s” complains the
“the CIO is able in some
to win an election, as wit
the Alabama Shipyard
which the majority of
cast by the common lab

People who call the
leaders, and yet have
nighted and reactionary ¥
Negro workers and unskil
ers are certainly unfit for
sition of trust in the lsk
ment.

On the race question,
other questions, the
streamlined industrial uni
ment of the CIO is a cen
of the pre-Civil War ¥
and superstitions of the
reaucracy.

There are thousands
ganized people who would
ate our side of the stery
they KNEW it. Pams
trial Orllnizw along to

i
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ad for “Witnesses”’

to visit his ill mother in Portland, Oregon.

aent Wili Base Prosecution Upon car

#'s Union Defense Guard and

Biddle’s Claim

o
| o LL 1 >y - ' 3 'y . \ . T
of qrmm',,z workers” in order “toical 544, and of actual vigilante|described as *defense of the
4) out” the overthrew of the! attacks upon labor in many parts| union’s picket lines, union head-
government. of the country during thesummer|quarters and members against

Guards — FBI Agents Scurrying

|
| Biddle's alibi with whatever they

. . sxie gy
ents spent this last week before the “sedition
feverish hunt for additional “witnesses” to use

'.g around Minneapolis in search of likely
L the FBI agents seemed to be badly
week of preparation which was made possible
ral Judge Matthew M. Joyce postponed the

in need of

ution appeared particularly interested in getting more
» on the Minneapolis Union Defense Guard.
y it had become clear that the Union Defense Guard

the center of the prosecution’s case. Answering a protest

jean Civil Liberties Union which charged that the case

prosecution of the Lo-+—

pand Sociall‘st Workers;nal “overt act.”
rs for their anti-war|
orney-General Biddle!

claimed that the

Union Defense Guard was a crimi-

In a letter of that date, Biddle
Union Defense
er 4 claimed that thel Guard was formed for the purpose

Now the FBI is trying to bolster | of 1938.
can conjure up.

Just what was the Union De-
fense Guard? Let us, on the eve
of the trial, review the irrefutable
facts.

Guard Widely Known

Far from being a “conspiracy,”
Local 544’s Union Defense Guard
was known throughout the coun- hag attended more than one Silver
try. Certainly, every person with-,s’h”'t meeting.

n 25 miles of the union hall knew| This tie-up between the Silver
about the Union Defense Guard,| Shirts and the labor-hating Asso-
and when and why it was organ-|ciated Industries convinced the
zed. The story of the guard was| members of Local 544 that meas-
oublished in the daily press. The | ures should be taken to protect
Northwest Organizer, conies of the union hall and leaders from
which were sent throughout the|attack.

nation to unions and labor organi- Function of Guard

-ations, carried many stories on| The formation of the Union De-
the Union Defense Guard. |fense Guard was announced in the

Thg Union Defense Guard was | September 8, 1938, issue of the
organized as an answer to a series | Northwest Organizer. The function
of threats of violence against Lo-|of the Union Defense Guard was

| Shirts were extremely active in the
Twin Cities. Roy Zachary, nation-
al organizer, openly called at Sil-
ver Shirt meetings
| bands to raid Local 544’s hall. The
Minneapolis papers disclosed the
|fact that the head of the Asso-
cited Industries, George K. Belden,

-

gy

%
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. Have you seen
b the New Servel

During 1938 the Fascist Silver

for gangster

anti-labor violence.”

On the front page rf the North-
west Organizer for December
1938, the labor movement of Min-
neapolis was invited to attend a
dance and raffle sponsored by the
Union Defense Guard.

The activities of the Union De-
fense Guard demonstrated that it
was exactly what it proclaimed to
be—nothing more, nothing less.
At meetings held in the basement
of the Drivers Hall general dis-
cussions took place on methods of
repelling attacks by fascist gangs.

Scores of workers will recall a
lecture given before the Union
Defense Guard by Vincent Dunne,
544 organizer, on the rise of fas-
cism in Europe and the failure of
the union movement in Italy and
later in Germany to cope with the
fascist gangzsters.

None of the guard members pos-
sessed or carried arms. The Union
Defense Guard purchased two
.22-A  calibre single shot target
rifles, two .22-calibre single shot
target pistols and some ammuni-
tion for target practice in the
basement of the General Drivers
Headquarters. These four practice

weapons and ammunition were
purchased from funds raised
through the sale of tickets to

dances and public entertainments
held at the Drivers Hall.

The government will be hard--
put to prove to any rational per-
son that these four .22-calibre

1,|

Gas Refrigerator?

¢

OMEN

Minneapolis)

) 4

— A —

THE GAS REFRIGERATOR, IS PERFECT!

YOU’LL FIND SERVEL; the’silent gas refriger-
ator, in more homes every day!

But you’ll never hear any noise, or radio inter=
ference, or find any ice box repair bills, in those
Minneapolis homes — now more than 18,000 of
them!

Read this letter: “First we used ice; then an
electric box; now we’ve graduated to a Servel gas
refrigerator. It is wonderful, and our bills are at
least half what they were, even with an ice box.”;
Mrs. O. F. Hornlein, 3654 Logan Avenue No.

See the beautiful new Servel, before you invest.,

e

ANOTHER improvement in hot’water service—.
the famous Permaglas tank!

Heats your water in glass-—clean, pure, and au=~
tomatic, of course—no rust, no discoloration.

Read this letter: ““After 3 months we just had to.
get rid of our electric water heater. The cost was
high—and not enough hot water—and not any hot
water at power shut off periods. Now our bill for
gas cooking and water heating is less than our elec-
tric water heating used to be.”’ Mrs. D. Finnamore,
3711 North 3rd Street.

Be sure to see Permaglas heaters, before you
invest.

@4 is best for AUTOMATIC HOT WATER SERVICE!

guns constituted a “revolutionary
arsenal.”

From the several score of union
members who fired the guns at the
paper targels twenty feet away,
the government’s claim will drew
a real horse laugh.

Guard Fulfilled Purpose

The members of the Defense
Guard knew exactly what they
were organized for. And the Union
Defense Guard was a success. The
show of strength of the Union De-
fense Guard, and the publicity ac-
companying it, drove the Silver
Shirts into hiding and inactivity.

With the disappearance of the
Silver Shirts the Union Defense
Guard discontinued its target

practice and its sole functions
thereafter wwere dances, and acting
as ushers at union picnics and af-
fairs.

Calisthenics were discontinued
Imost as soon as begun. It seem-
d that even husky truck drivers
ot stiff muscles from squatting in
t calisthenic drill. By popular ac-
| claim, such exercises were drop-
ped, the general feeling being that
| the Union Defense Guard mem-
bers were still in plenty good con-
1dition to beat off any Silver Shirt
| scum that might try to raid the
| union hall.

The Union Defense Guard last
t

|a
|
(e
|
‘

functioned in December, 1940,
when Guard members acted as
ushers at the Christmas party for
children sponsored by the Minne-
apolis Teamsters Joint Council.

Such is the real record of the
“armed farces” which the govern-
ment would have the public believe
{ was planning to march on Wash-
{ington, overcome the United
| States army, navy and air force,
fand chase Sistie and Buzzie and
| all the other Roosevelts out of the
| White House.

Who does the prosecution ex-
| pect to believe that story? Cer-
[tainly, not the members of the
{ Union Defense Guard. Not the
;;minn movement. Not the people
| of Minneapolis.

'Finks Made Same Charge

It so happens that the five finks
{ financed by the bosses who launch-
l ed the 544 “Fink Suit” made accu-
satioas against the Union Defense
Guard similar to that made by the
Department of Justice.

Judge Paul S. Carroll, in his
findings in the “Fink Suit,” dis-
posed of the finks' charge in the
{ following words: “According to
[the Tnion’s position, these so-

TODAY, more than ever, gas ranges are preferred"'
wherever good food is prepared.

95% of all Minneapolis meals are cooked with gas!

Beautiful new gas ranges with heavy insulation,

|

‘ (235t 1)

D OF COURSE, THE

BUY U S

gas rangea. Note that burners on a gas range

are guaranteed for 20 years! .

@< RANGES ARE BEST...FOOD TASTES BETTER!

@ HEATED HOUSE WILL BE THE MOST

JMFORTABLE HOME THIS WINTER!

DEFENSE BONDS OR STAMPS

MINNEAPOLIS GAS LIGHT CoO.
MARQUETYTE AT EIGHTH STREET — MAIN 5103

0

*

‘C:‘ﬂed ‘defense guards’ were or-- |

| Mrs. Colvin

| Quits Board,
| Raps Stassen

Protesting Governor Stas-
sen’s “‘political interference’ in
the affairs of the state board of
education, Mrs. A. R. Colvin,
lone liberal board member, re-
signed Tuesday.

For the past year Mrs. Col-
vin, old-time Farmer-Laborite,
and one of the state’s most re-
vered liberals, has been carry-
ing on the fight from her sick
bed against the Stassen ma-
chine’s plot to undermine the
state school system.

In an open letter to the Gov-

ernor, Mrs. Colvin charged
Tuesday that she was ‘“con-
vinced that you (Governor

Stassen) are responsible to no
small degree’ for the witchhunt
against Dr. Rockwell, Dr. Car-
stater and other liberal employ-
ees of the education depart-
ment who have been ousted by
the Stassen majority of the
board of education.

The Americar Federation of
Teachers is financing an ap-
peal to the courts on behalf of
Dr. Rockwell, former state com-
missioner of education. In the
interests of educational free-
dom, the national union of
teachers considers it necessary
to fight Governor Stassen’s po-
litical interference in the state
school system,

Finks Tried It

‘Not First Time
Defense Guard
Used Against Us

The Department of Justice is
not the first body to make the|
charge that the Minneapolis Union |
Defense Guard was a “subversive |
and revolutionary body.”

In the famous 544 Fink Suit,
the five finks financed by the boss-

£

Head of State CIO

Lashes Slave Law

Frank Ellis Exposes Stassen as Labor’s Enemy

AUSTIN, MINN.—The actions of Governor Stassen
in the struggle between the Minneapolis drivers and Dic-
tator Tobin are such as to “lead one to believe that there
exists a conspiracy between the Governor and Tobin, head
of the AFL Teamsters, to wreck the CIO organization,”
Frank Ellis, state president of the Minnesota CIO, told
members of the strike committee of the Austin Motor
| Transport Drivers Union Locald - = .
778-C10. | continue until every cog in the

e | Stassen bureaucracy was stripped
Ellis appeared before the trans-| :
| port bdri}iirs’ abike commitbeeidean' The working people who
|after word rea;hed Austin thati\'o"ed for Governor Stassen in the
Stassen had invoked z; 30-day Iast olf'ctxon ought to bury ‘hl;‘;
“cooling off”” period in the disputelb,eadb " S}Tamve.‘.Thle i g "
between Local 778-CIO and thc,xgnored every singls: peiscis -
'lumber and coal bosses of Austin.| _Der;ocracdv. andhatt t?x‘e ;:;n:dugl:
“This declaration is made in}‘-sen-e?;?:g;nfe tdel:ﬂe:(m us.e
view of the refusal of Stassen's| ‘:Governor Stassen has mever
tool, Blair, to grant an election to| Gt g
members of Local 544-CIO of Min- L:mgled with the workers of Aus-
S— =5 Ellis continued tin. But now that he has revealed
E » b 1 « . T
| “We are also wondering wheth- iis hand bhe nlmy fi :’hat the G20
. X o is a very militant and aggressive
;f”(; ﬁ‘f‘g?}? lcféaienngﬁdb; cg:- organization when its members be-
g C "’ | come aroused to injustices.”

sin 7 g b tti -
ince We appesr fo e gettiug no Ellis called upon the member-

| where in the settlement of griev-

ances now pending.
| “PERHAPS WE MAY HAVE
|TO REVIVE THE SPIRIT OF

ship of Local 778-CIO to stick to
thier guns in the dispute with the
greedy lumber and coal bosses.

| 1933 (the year in which the Aus-
|tin packinghouse workers staged| We Made Minneapolis a Uniom
[their victorious sit-down strike),| Town-—Let’s KEEP It That Way.
| AND TAKE A STRIKE VOTE. |

| “Herr Hitler hasn’t a thing on|3

TATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP,
MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION

{ Minnesota's governor. QOur fore- ETC?.;'ES UIORFEDA%% Jsr}s &cx‘s’?:

‘ 3 £ N : CONG v 1

| fathers fought, bled and died for| CONS MARCH 3, 1988, of The Indue.

Democracy, and we working peo-| trial Organizer, published weekly st

ple must fight to maintain it.” | Minneapolis, Minnesota, for Oet. 1,
| 941.

Stassen Slave Law Exposed |STATE OF MINNESOTA

i v COUNTY OF HENNEPIN-—ss.
Scoring Governor Stassen for‘ Before me, a Notary Public in and for

his action in forcing a waiting the State and county aforessid, person-
period of 30 days on the Austin‘i’;';’ b‘e‘t‘f,'f“‘;:fy lz‘:;’,‘:’_g’fo"r‘gfn:h& :‘:;
drivers, Ellis said that “The activ-| deposes and seys that she is the Business
ity of the Chief Executive in this| Manager of The Industrial Organiwer.
direction should bring home to|

of her knowledge and belief, a true
the working people of Austin, as| Statement of the cwnership, mansge-

meaning of Governor
labor relations law , .

es made accusations against the|
Union Defense Guard similar to
those made in the federal indict-|
ment. '

Judge Paul S. Carroll, after a|
searching inquiry into the affairs|
of the Union Defense Guard, dis-|
posed of the matter with this com-
ment:

‘“According to the Union’s
position, these so-called ‘de-
fense guards’ were organized
“to meet the threat of Silver
Shirt leaders and other anti-
labor gangsters’ and to repel
armed raids against wunion
halls. It was not shown that
these men were ever armed or
did other than general polic-
ing at their picnics and things
of that sort.”

Bolivia Strike
Of Railwaymen
Broken by Army

Desperate at the enormous in-|
crease in the cost of living, rail-|
way workers throughout Bolivia]|
| were preparing to go out in a na-
[tionwide strike for higher wages. |

The strike has been nipped in
the bud by a presidential decree
forcing all railway workers into
the army and ordering troups to|
occupy railway stations and take)
over the service if necessary. ‘

Railroad workers must report to
Army Headquarters within 48]
hours and thereafter report for
work daily under military super-|
vision and discipline. |

The strike was voted only after|
the Bolivian Senate had refused to |
adopt a bill granting a special

| 2anized ‘to meet the threat of Sil- |bonus of from 20 to 40 per cent

> b .|
| ver Shirt leaders and other anti- |

{labor gangsters’ and to defend |
[ armed raids against union halls. It |

3300 - smokeless broiler. roomy ventilated oven, simmer | w88 not.shown that these men were

m b ic lich . 1 mod | ever armed or did other than gen- |

urner, automatic lighting = all modern conven- | eral policing at their picnies and

e — R i h ;P ‘

iences. things of that sort.’
| Read this letter: “We had an electric range 4 "Are Union Defense !
’#d - -

o years, but when heating coils had to be replaced, | Guards Good? ‘

OM EN we installed a gas range. ; In the light of the federal in-
) p— - - “In one year we saved about $20,” Mrs. J. F. ';'(l.mtm;'"t ";‘g;”'d”m ‘}”'O”.[‘)"r;"”’:
-’ . - X ruards, what must be sald about |

1 GREE . Hornig, 1315 Emerson Avenue No. lauch ofganizations today. Does|
Mrs. Hornig’s letter is similar to scores from labor need them? Are they the

Minneapolis housewives. Be sure to see the new correct answer for the union move-

\ 4 . x ‘
[ ment to give to fascist and vigilan-

{te violence?
Asboslutely.
labor

The wave of anti-
violence today
across the country, brutal
heating of union the
vigilante gangs being used against
| strikes and organizing activity, the
re-birth of the Ku Klux Klan

wherever these things happen it i
to f,."'\,

for self

sweeping
the

organizers,

ncumbent upon all union
Defer Guards
protection
THE
AGAINST
IS THE
GUARD
d th
Government Hypocritical
I‘ 13 more tn

I nien <0

GUARANTEF
VIOLENCE
DEFENSE

experience

REST

FASCIST
UNION

l.ocal 544's

"

SNOW¢ L.

an strange that the

]

| torships.

of current wages to all workers.
Financial circles opposed the bill

Bolivia one of the South
| American countries of which Pres-!
ident Roosevelt never tires of
terming the ‘“twenty-one Latin
American republics.” With few ex-
ceptions the mnations of Latin
America are rigid military dicta-

1s

Union Defense Guard as far back
as 1938, or at least during the
Fink Suit of the following year,
waited until two-and-a-half years

[later-—when Roosevelt and Tobin
wanted to drive the Minneapolis
motor transport workers back into
Tobin's =et-up—to discover sud
denly that the Union Defence

only “ostenszibly” to
t the union and that its real

the

Guard was
}-)*.—;‘;.M

4 0

purpose was to ‘“overthrow
government."”

The Department of Justice wait
ed until seven months after the
GGuard had drifted into inactivity
bhefore it made itz “‘d gscovery &

In good American language,
thst 1= pretty rawa We look for
ward to that point the trial
when the prosecution will try to
dress up the Minneapolis Union
Defense Guard as a

y march on Washington and take
over government

Revive the Spirit of 1834

“Austin is well organized and'

ment (and if a daily paper, the circu-

well as toilers everywhere, the real | lation), etc., of the aforesaid publication
Stassen’sl‘

for the date shown in the above caption,
required by the Act of August 24, 1912,
as amended by the Act of Mareh 3. 1938,
embodied in section 537, Postal Laws

| and Regulations, printed on the reverse

wouldn’t give two whoops in Hades | of this form, to-wit:

day

[ not coerce the workers into buy- |

ing their coal and lumber from any |
of the dealers now involved in the/
labor dispute, and I feel cert:x.in;
that enough union members will
refuse to patronize these unfair|
operators that the economic pres-|
sure will be felt deeply, thus per-|
mitting a settlement within thirty
days.
Governor vs. Democracy
“While speaking unofficially at
this time, I would personally wel-|
come a strike of every CIO union
in the state, a walkout that would |

the true

ers Party.

George Novack, national secretary of the Civil
Rights Defense Committee,
“WITCH HUNT IN MINNESOTA.”
is by James T. Farrell, national chairman of the
Committeet and author of “Studs Lonigan,” etc.

—HOW DOES THE ADMINISTRATION

]for the Chief Executive’s thirty-|,.. jublisher, editor,
‘cooling off’ period. He can-iand business managers are: Publisher,

| tee
| Trustee.

“Witch Hunt’

in Minnesota’

Read the new 24-page pamphlet just published
by the Civil Rights Defense Committee, setting forth
story behind this unprecedented Fedral
proscution of Local 544-CIO and the Socialist Work-

1. That the names and addresses of
managing editor,

Motor Transport and Allied Workers
Industrial Union, Local 544-CI0, Minne-
apolis; Editor, Miles B. Dunne, Minne-
apolis; Managing Editor, Carles Hudson,
Minneapolis; Business Manager, Beatrice
Gould, Minneapolis.

2. That the owner is: Motor Trans-
port and Alliled Workers Industsial
Unieon, Local 544-CIO, Minneapolis ;
Miles B. I'unne, President, Minneapolis;
George Frosig, Vice President, Minne-
apolis; Kelly Postal, Secretary-Treag-
urer, Minneapolis: Ray Rainboldt, -

cording Secretary; Emil Hanson, Trus-
Nick Wagner, Trustee; Curt Zander,

BEATRICE GOULD
Business Manager
8. That the known bondholders, mort-
gagees, and other security holders own-
ing or hoilding 1 per cent or more of
total amount of bonds, mortgages, or
other securities are: None.

wrote the pamphlet
The foreword

FIGHT THE CIO?

—HAS THE BILL OF RIGHTS BEEN
ABOLISHED?

—HOW DOES THE JUSTICE DEPART-

MENT SERVE DANIEL J. TOBIN?

—HAVE WORKERS THE RIGHT TO
CHOOSE THEIR OWN UNION?

—WHAT WAS THE UNION

GUARD?

—IS IT TREASONABLE TO OPPOSE THE

WAR?

You'll find the answer to these and many other
“WITCH HUNT IN
Copies of the pamphlet sell for 5¢ each, or 25 pamph-
for one dollar ($1). Send for your pamphlet today,
Order copies for your friends.

questions in

DEFENSE

MINNESOTA.”

1328 Second St. N.
Minneapolis, Minn.

Dear Friends:

To INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZER

I enclose (one dollar for twenty.five vopies) (five
cents for one copy) of the pamphlet “WITCH HUNT IN
MINNSOTA,"” publithed by the Civil Rights Defense Com.

mittee. | want to get the hackground of the Minneapalis
trial, Ycu pay the postage. Mail immediately to
NAME = i . —
ADDRESS i S ———
CIiTY STATE S
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Tobin vs. Progress

To those who know Dictator Tobin’s long reactionary |
history, it comes as no surprise to see him joining the |
AFL craft union bureaucracy in opposition to the intro- |
duction of modern mass-production pre-fabricated tech-|
niques in the construction industry. Tobin is going downl
the line with his brother craft-union dictators in opposi- |
tion to the Currier contract in Wayne, Michigan.

Throughout his disreputable career in the union move-
ment, Tobin has ALWAYS been a barnacle on the ship
of progress. Thirty-five years ago, in his home town of
Boston, Tobin fought the introduction of the motor trans-
port truck. He argued that the auto was a *“‘fly-by-night”
invention, and that it could never displace the team and
wagon. He opposed the organization of the pioneer truck
drivers, just as thirty years later he fought the organiza-
tion of the over-road drivers.

To this very day, frem prejudice and ignorance,
Tobin retains the horse-and-buggy craft-union organiza-
tional concepts of the 1900’s. He even insists that his
organization retain the name of “Teamsters.”

“What was bad enough for my fathers is bad enough
for me,” is Tobin’s motto.

Tobin hates and fears the CIO. This tenth-rate bu-
reaucrat, with a head like a goose and pockets like bal-
loons, crammed to the ears with backward superstitions,
is an unbearable handicap to the nation’s drivers.

Their problems can be solved only as they free them-
selves from the 19th century ideas and concepts of Dicta- |
tor Tobin, and get in tune with the times, through CIO
industrial unionism.

End Secret Diplomacy

The news dispatches from Japan tell us that the
Prince Konoye cabinet has been replaced by a new cabinet,
one that is even more militaristic and friendly to Hitler.
One of the reasons for the fall of Prince Konoye was the
dissatisfaction within the Japanese ruling class over the
results of the negotiations now taking place between To-

544-CIO Protests Pact
Between AFL and OPM

Below is the text of the letter sent by Local 544-
CIO to the Truman Committee protesting the refusal
of the government to grant the Wayne housing con-
tract to a contractor employing UCWOC workers:

o October 21, 1941
Senate Committee Investigating the National Defense Program
Washington, D. C.
To the Honorable Senator Truman
Dear Sir:

In the interests of the UCWOC members employed by the
Currier Lumber Company, of the nation’s construction workers,
of the right of all workers to exercise demoeracy in choosing
their union, of modern technology in the construction industry,
and of race relations, we write to urge you to expose and pub-
licize and condemn the misnamed “stabilization pact” reached
between the OPM and the craft union bureaucracy of the AFL
Building Trades Department. We further urge you to seek to
abrogate that pact and to see that the Currier Lumber Company
is granted the Wayne housing contract on which it is low bid-
der by $431,000.

If the pact between Hillman of OPM and the AFL
craft union leadership were to be maintained, it would
mark a further step backward from democracy for the

this city.

AFL Building Trades uniong
workers.
The craft union set-up of

expense of keeping a score of

and headquarters, etc.

the future.

right to jobs.

unionism.

granting the Wayne housing
that project.

workers of this nation. It would take away from the work-
ers in Wayne, and elsewhere, the right to select a union of
their own choosing. Here in Minneapolis the federal gov-
ernment has used its power to buttress the dictatorship of
Daniel J. Tobin of the AFL Teamsters over the drivers of
In the Currier case, the government is appar-
ently using its power to bolster up the dictatorship of the

old-fashioned and wasteful as are the construction methods which
the AFL officialdom insists upon preserving. The AFL set-up
keeps the nation’s construction workers divided up into a series
of small and impotent craft unions, and saddles them with the

cials, a score of national headguarters, a score of local officials

The AFL bureaucrats have set their faces like flint
against the introduction of modern low-priced methods of
home construction through the prefabrication methods. On
this question, as on all others, the AFL officialdom repre-
sents the dead past; the CIO,
tion Workers Organizing Committee which organizes the
construction workers in an industrial union and which wel-
comes the introduction of modern technology, represents

We urge you to give serious consideration to the striking
difference between the AFL and the CIO, in their attitude to-
wards the Negro workers. The AFL Building Trades unions are
notorious for the anti-democratic Jim Crow methods they use
in cooperating with the employers to deny Negro workers the
The United Construction Workers Organizing
Committee, on the other hand, welcomes the colored worker
into the union, realizing that the interests of both white and
colored workers are served by modern democratic industrial

In the Currier case, it is clear that the interests of
democracy, of progress and of justice can be served only
by abrogating the OPM-OFL ‘‘stabilization pact” and by

Sincerely,
KELLY POSTAL, Sec.-Treas.
Local 544-CIO

over the nation’s construction

the AFL Building Trades is as

over-paid sets of national offi-

through its United Construc-

contract to the low hidder on

kyo and Washington.

Evidently the American imperialists were not offer-
ing Japan as much as the German imperialists were prom-
ising Nippon.

The American newspaper all interpreted the change
in cabinets as meaning a worsening of relations between
the United States and Japan and bringing the prospect of
war much closer.

The Tokyo-Washington negotiations, then, are of
sufficient importance for the Japanese bosses to change
their cabinet. The Japanese bosses KNOW what has been
taking place in Washington and they act accordingly.

Likewise, we can be sure, the big American finance
capitalists get a full and daily report of the discussions.

But unlike the bosses, the workers—who may havef

to give their lives as a result of the discussions—DON’T
KNOW what has been taking place in Washington. The
American diplomats have not deigned to tell the workers
what has transpired. Complete secrecy envelops the dis-
cussions.

The lesson should be clear. Just as the union man
wants to know what is taking place in any negotiation
with his boss, so too, every worker has the right to know
exactly what the American government is committing him
to in these negotiations with Japan.

The labor faker who failed to give a full report to
the rank and file on any strike negotiations should un-
ceremoniously be tossed out of the union hall on his ear.
Every union man knows this.

Yet here, where the stakes are the lives of millions
of workers and not merely questions of wages and hours,
the political bosses in Washington refuse to give the work-
ers any inkling of what they are cooking up.

The American workers have every right to know
exactly what is taking place in Washington, to learn what
war plans the politicians are making.

Secret diplomacy is the method used by boss politi-
cians who dare not tell the people openly what they are
doing.

We demand that the State Department publish a full
and complete report of the negotiations with Japan. The
method of conducting negotiations behind closed doors
and behind the backs of the workers must be abolished'

Only those who desire war want to keep the facts
from the people.

END SECRET DIPLOMACY!

| u T .
- Government Victim

John Santo, former secretary-
treasurer of the ClO Transport
Workers Union, who was seized
by federal agents in New York on
a charge of being illegally in the
| U. S. Real reason behind the gov-
ernment’s action is Santo’s record

as a pioneer organizer of the
union.
TWU . President Michael Quill

declared the union will back Santo
“to a man.”

Mother of
Sherman Oakes
Passes On

The wmany union {friends of
Sherman Oakes sorrow with him
|at the death of his mother, Mrs.
| Sarah Ann Oakes, 80, who passed
away last week at the home of her
| daughter, Mrs. C. H. Bellows. Mrs.
| Oakes is survived by her husband,
| Owen, four sons, three daughters,
| 17 grandchildren and nine great-
| grandchildren,

Funeral services were held Tues-
| day.

UCWOC
Head Is

Drowned

| Seattle workers mourn the
;death of William H, Murray, offi-
| cial for the CIO United Construc-
tion Workers Organizing Commit-
tee, who was drowned Tuesday
when two CIO picket boats col-
lided in Lake Union in a heavy
fog.

The boats were picketing the
Pioneer Sand & Gravel plant for
its refusal to sell materials to a
housing job on which UCWOC la-
bor is employed.

Stalinists Back Tobin

Against Drivers in Ottumwa

(Reprinted from

Ottumwa Organizer)

OTTUMWA—It would take a long stretch of the im-

agination to believe that it was a coincidence that the
Iowa State Committee of the Communist Party and Carl
Keul (Tobin’s Iowa agent) at one and the same time
started screaming the same thing. Trotskyite! Trotskyite !
Trotskyite! The Communist Party says it in a mimeo-
graphed sheet; Keul rented the fa-=*

cilities of the Des Moines Federa-
tionist to say it all over the front
page three times—once signed by
C. I. McNutt, once signed by Leo
1Quinn, and again signed Commit-
tee to Keep Iowa Labor 100%
American. This third signature is
apparently Carl Keul's own im-
pressive alias. A peculiar thing
about the two publications is that
they misspell the same words in
the same way. They were deliv-
ered the same day. What does it
all mean?

Even while Keul with badly af-
fected nonchalance through the
bosses’ newspapers proclaims him-
self victor, he is suffering with
extreme jitters. His attempt to
find a reasonable and logical argu-
ment with which to answer the
members of the truck drivers
unions that are leaving the AFL
has got him completely befuddled.
!So he buys four pages of the Des
| Moines Federationist to tell the
:people that he is sore at Ben
| Henry, Regional Director of the
iCIO, Frank Cronin, Organizer for
the UCWOC, and others who have

been instrumental in fighting
| against Tobin’s dictatorship in the
| teamsters movement.

zDon’t Dare Defend Tobin

| It is noteworthy that in all the

profuse verbiage dispensed by
| Keul and the Communist Party
{ there is not even the slightest at-
tempt to defend or justify Tobin's
high-handed methods, his denial of
demscratic rights to the member-
t‘ship of his union or his racketeer-
| ing gangster tactics which are the
| real cause for thousands of mem-

o - { bers leaving the AFL set-up. Why?
The Gap Between Prices and Wages Could it b that they forgot the
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main issue? No, they know full
well that there is nothing that can
|be said in defense of Tobin's
| brand of Hitlerism any more than
of Hitler's own system. They
know that there is nothing honest
| about Toebins’ policy of supporting
a war against Hitler in Europe
|and at the same time instituting

Hitler's system of government in|

| his own union. There was nothing

While prices rose 1315 per cent this year, wage increases added | they could say abeut that: they

2 per cent to manufacturing costs. Piles of coins in the above
show the big gap between price increases and wage rises for
typical commodities.

were smart not to try it
Our “Crime”
| But they had te say something

I-".--_-

"

to fill up all the space they had
bought. So they decided to try to
make the people believe that the
men who are carrying on a fight
for honest and democratic trade
unionism are bad men. But they
could not find anything in the rec-
ords against them; their only erime
was that they rebelled against the
idea of Tobin's appointing the of-
ficers of the union instead of the
membership electing the officers,
and Tobin writing contracts with
the employers without the approv-
al of the members that have to
work under the contracts.

Is Boss Trick

That would not make the work-
ing people think that they were
bad men; so what was there left
to say about them? There was
nothing left for them to do but
tear a page out of the bosses’
handbook on how to fight labor.
“When the union gets you up a
tree, call the leaders communist,”
says the bosses’ book. However,
Keul could not exactly do that for
fear of offending his undercover
ally, the Communist Party; be-
sides, the workers have so often
heard the bosses call the wunion
leaders communist that it no long-
er scares anyone. A new word
was needed, and was promptly
produced from the Communists’
own dictionary—Trotskyite. That
is what the Communists call peo-
ple who ask questions that the
Communists do not know how to
answer. “Surely,” thinks Keul,
‘this will frighten all the working
people; so that they will refuse to
listen to this stuff about demoe-
racy.” Also, thinks Keul, “This
way the Communist Party will
help me. I will yell Trotskyite and
the Communists will yell Trotsky-
ite. It won’t make much ?On,\:;\‘,
but it will make a lot of noise,
which is what is needed at this
‘timn to cover up the fact that we
| have no arguments with which to
| answer the drivers who believe in
|and fight for democracy.”
| And so it happens that Keyl
while trying to start a communist
spook hunt to take the minds of
the workers away from the real
danger that threatens them, finds
himself in the company of Stalin's
| disciples,

Brother Murray died as he lived,
fighting in the interests of the
working class. He was widely
known for his honesty and mili-
tancy. He enthusiastically sup-
ported the Minneapolis drivers and
Local 544-CIO in the struggle
against Dictator Tobin. )

Local 544-CIO has wired con-
dolences to its UCWOC brothers
in Seattle.

“U” Students
Applaud Dunne
Talk on Tobin

The University of Minnesota
Student Forum audience listened
intently and sympathetically last
Friday noon to Vincent R. Dunne,
as the pioneer organizer of Leocal
544 spoke on the history of the
struggle between the Minneapolis
drivers and AFL  Teamsters
President Tobin.

“The indictment of the 544-
CIO’s leaders stems from the ha-
tred and fear of the AFL official-
dom for industrial unionism and
democracy, and from the war hys-
teria being provoked by the gov-
ernment,” Brother Dunne said.

The students showed their un-
derstanding and sympathy for
Local 544-CIO by the many ques-
tions asked of the speaker.

Though the Student Forum
Committee invited many AFL
speakers to debate with V. R.

Dunne, not a single AFL repre-
sentative dared face the 544-CIO
spokesman.

Court Upholds
Death Sentence
For Waller

|
|
|
|

Court 1s Lenient

To Tobin Hopheac

e — N =

Beeler Boys

Tobin’s notorious Beele

Pratt, Goff, and Narcotic Agents Smile on

Rail Uniopg
Say ‘No’ to
. Arbitration

r boys, whose crime spree |

made the headlines day after day in August before they
finally broke their way into jail, found court and prosecu- |
tion more than lenient Wednesday in District Judge Frank |

Balking at the
them by the Rog
finding board and the

E. Reed’s court.

One of Tobin's
agents,” Kenneth Buckley, of Kan-
<as City, was sentenced to Y0 days
but given the alternative of a $100
fine and time in which to raise the
money. The other two—John Bee-
ler of New York and Henry Smith
of Kansas City—were given 90
days,

“business¥®

owners, the natioy’y
! unions turned thumb,
! the board’s proposs)
trate the railway o
mand for substantig]
creases and improved
conditions.

The offer of the fan
board to arbitrate the

strangely enough, one material |
witness had gone and moved to
Texas, which is far auway; and that ‘
the alderman’s brother, the doctor, |
who had been badly beaten by the |
Beeler boys in the original fracas,
now found it very inconvenient to

y : controversy was of
come here to testify against them. quickly snapped up by
In the same spirit of forgive- management,

ness, Goff and the judge permitted
Hopheads Are Happy i the trio to plead guilty to a lesse: up the workers'
For these three hopheads this | charge—petty assault—and the de-| arbitration, the railw

’ " |fendants, wreathed in smiles, hur- | leaders expressed ir

) ; ried off to get this over with sol respect for the board®

\ Readers will re- they could go -back to doing To-’ The fiveman f
call the crimes these gangsters |bin’s dirty work again. { board has ended its i
committed: attacking a Rochester| Fqually imbued with the Christ- tion of the dispute and
nurse in her room at the l\'icollcti"l"“ spirit so early in the season,| port to President R
. - the federal narcotics agents who or before November |

l‘?""l and bedt‘mg the hotgl '*""!had seized the Beeler boys’ mari- lowing a 30-day
piloyees who answered her cries furj huana were neither to be seen ncr railway workers will
help; slugging Alderman Desmond | heard. 1 last be free to strike,
Pratt and his brother, Dr. Gerald | '
H. Pratt, in Harry’'s Cafe; ﬂeejng!
from justice when Alderman Pratt!
swore out a warrant; beating up |
another man in the Eau Claire, |
Wisconsin, cafe where they stop-
ped to drink on their flight from
Minneapolis; being found with a
load of illicit narcotics—the mari-
huana weed—in their car when
seized by Wisconsin police on the
Minneapolis warrant, etc., etc., ete.

In rejecting the off

was a happy ending to their three-
man crime wave,

UNION MEETING SCHED

Motor Transport and Allied Workef
Industrial Union Local 544-CIO |

OCTOBER MEETING SCHEDULE Sunday, October 12—Over-the

city pickup, dockmen and
drivers who come under the
contract, 2 p. m.

Wednesday, October 1—Sausage; Pe-
troleum

They got away with everything Mcgr:i:z‘.' (C)::;»bc;‘:g ;‘F
‘31’":"3’ but apparently made th?lr Thursday, October 2 — Greenhouse; - u
mistake when they slugged a city Independent Truck Owners Thursday, October 16 — Tent

Awning: Newspaper, 10 a. m,
Friday, October 17—Job
Monday, October 27—Spring

Tuesday, October
terial

Thursday, October 23—T
Warehouse; Wholesale Drug
Friday, October 24—Cold

and Produce

elder and were indicted for it by
the county grand jury. However.
that turned out to be not beyond
redemption, either, it would seem.

For, thanks to a letter from Al-
derman Pratt to County Attorney
Goff, and Goff’s warm heart, they
were not tried on the felony
charge—second degree assault—
for which they had been indicted.

Pratt, Goff Open Hearts
Alderman Pratt wrote a letter
to  Goff informing him that,

Friday, Ocotber 3—Job Stewards

Monday, October 13—General Mem-

bership

Tuesday, October 14—Lumber

Wednesday, October 8 — Market;

Wholesale Liquor foe Dbt Zod Mendey,

13th, Day Laborers

Warehousemen—2nd Tuesda

ber 14th, Stewards, 4th
October 27

Friday, October 10—Wholesale Gro-
cery.

Strutwear Strike Trials, the Local 544

You have learned that in the many labor trials
held in Minneapolis, the daily papers distort and sup-
press the workers’ side of the case. This was so in the

Fink Suit, the

WPA Strike Trials, the hearings before Blair, etc.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO THE INDUSTRIAL
ORGANIZER, THE OFFICIAL PAPER OF LOCAL
344-CIO. Get the defendants’ own stories, week by
week. Read the facts, so that you can discuss the case
intelligently with your friends and fellow workers.

SPECIAL SUB DRIVE
Only 50c

We offer you a three months’ subscription to Local
544-CIO’s famous papr for only fifty cents (50c).

Fill out the subscription blank below, right now.

The death sentence of Odelll
Waller, 24-year-old sharecropper..j
was upheld Monday by the Vir-|
ginia Supreme Court of Appe:ﬂs.1
which rejected the argument of
John Finerty, defense counsel, that |
the Virginia law itself kept off all |
Juries people who had not hrnn{
able to pay the state’s $1.50 cumu- |
lated poll tax,

The Workers Defense League, |
active in behalf of Waller, imme. |
diately announced it will appeal
the case to the U. §. Supreme
i(‘nurt. As a first step to save the
‘]ifn of the poor sharecropper, thuv
| League has asked Governor Price
lof Virginia to grant

a ”HM’ d,';.\' |

|of execution for Waller, who was
[convicted of shooting his white
i‘-”\vltﬂhl in a dispute over share
crops.

Waller's case has been the aub

ject of mass meetings
Waller'
last

| meeting on behalf of her son.

‘hr'-\,g“.mt
the country mother spoke

n \];{'r;r‘-':;w" winter at a

L

To INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZER
1328 Second St. N.
Minneapolis, Minn.

Dear Brothers:

| want“to get the truth about the trial of the 28 men and
women for “seditious conspiracy.” | want to read the defendants’

own story in the columns of THE INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZER.

1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
:

I enclose fifty cents (50c) for a three months’ special subscrip- |
tion. I will ask my friends to subscribe too, so they :ill understand |
the case and know how important it is to support the 28 defendants ’
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
i
i

who are today the front-line fighters in the cause of civil liberties
and workers’ rights.

My Name Is
My Address Is

- ———— —— — ——— —— " - — —— — ——— —. —— —

T — — —— — - p— — — —
T —— — — -




