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their treatment of Negroes, than any other people
in the world. They practice less discrimination and
segregation against Negroes, even in the South than
any other American whites. Every economic, social
and political force should be brought to bear upon
any country which still persists in perpetrating these
wrongs and injustices upon the Jewish people.

We call upon our readers, and especially the class
conscious Negro workers, to oppose in every way
any prejudice against the Jewish people.

HR
RENT PROFITEERING

In these halcyon days of profiteering those who
hold title to land are, too, taking their turn in rifling
the pockets of the Henry Dubbs. The poor land-
lords are hard pressed by the high cost of living, and
the well-to-do workingman who makes such high
wages, is implored to consider their plight, to be
patriotic and to pay more rent.

But the common people are still reminiscent of
the long winter of suffering through which they
have just passed last winter when their pleas for
heat were met with a cynical smile.

The seeds of suspicion and distrust have been
sown among the patient and credulous tenement
class. Rent strikes in New York City and else-
where have been called; tenants have been ejected
and their effects dumped on the streets; the so-called
courts of “justice” have recognized, protected and
upheld the rights of the landlords, as against those
of tenants; and tenant leagues have been formed to
take the place of landlords and, incidentally, to teach
the people that the land and houses will not dis-
appear, if landlords happen to die.

Even our watchful Congress has finally awakened
to the seriousness of the situation and is about to
appoint a Committee of Investigation to find out for
the special information of Congressmen, whether
the people really pay rents or not.

Taxation of extortionate rents has been suggested.
But, of course, nothing fundamental will be done by
legislators whose religion is, “The rights of private
property against all the world.”

Although the people and not the landlord, (who
by the way may be an idiot) create land values, the
landlord hogs the value—the unearned increment.

The tenant is ground together between two
stones, the owner who wants higher rents, and the
agent of the owner, who wants high commissions.
The business is simple. The agent agrees to pay
the owner a certain rental—a rental which will
afford him (the agent) the widest margin of profits
possible in the form of commissions. It is obvious
that the agent will get all the rent he can from the
tenant, since all above the amount demanded by
the owner will go to the agent. The agent is the
middle man who holds up and collects from both
parties, the owner and the tenant.

The competition is between the owner and the
agent for the largest possible share of the rent which
the tenant pays. The tenant is robbed by both.
His interests are opposed to both. Now, then, what
is the remedy?

The remedy is not prayer; for as the prayers have
ascended, the rents have ascended also. It is not
denunciations of landlords in mass meetings; we

have too often met, resolved and adjourned. It is

 not race loyalty—a black landlord or agent will dis-

possess a Negro as quickly as a white landlord or
agent.

The remedy lies in taxation of land to its full
rental value. Take the tax off of improvements,
such as houses, factories, etc., and apply a single tax
upon land. This would operate to force unused
land into use, which would naturally result in an
increase in the supply of houses which, according to
the law of supply and demand, would result in a
decrease in the rents which could be received for
the houses and the land. When plenty of potatoes
are on the market, the price of potatoes is cheap.
So it is with houses and land. Besides when un-
used land is forced into use, more building is car-
ried on, more labor is required for which more wages
are paid. Will unused land be forced into use? You
ask. Let us see. A landlord only holds land idle
for speculative reasons. He waits for increase in
the population or some improvement to send his
land up. He knows that the future value will ex-
ceed the small tax which he now pays. But if a_
heavy tax—its full rental value—were levied upon
the land, in order to get a revenue with which to
pay the high tax, he would be compelled to build a
house or sell it to someone who would build, in
order to raise the necessary revenue. This is a sim-
ple proposition. No one will bear a burden know-
ingly from which he receives no benefit. No land
is valuable where no people live. People create the
value. The people should use the government to
collect it for them. This is the only fundamental
and sound method by which the people will be able
to curb the greed, cupidity and avarice of the rent
hogs. The rent hogs have neither created the land
nor the value of the land. They have secured title
to ownership through the manipulation of spurious
paper known as deeds. Their ownership rests upon
either force or fraud, in most cases, both.

Think of it! The working people build houses
in which they cannot live. They cultivate land
which they do not own and the products of which
they cannot enjoy. They have been taught to de-
fend their oppressors and they agree to the legisla-
tion of “dispossess.” The people may wail, but
there is no remedy until they, through the ballot,
expropriate their expropriators.

H o
INDEPENDENCE FOR INDIA

The Peace Conference has been a congeries of
inconsistencies. America is the hypocrite on the
Negro question. Japan is the hypocrite on the
Korean question. Italy is the hypocrite on the
Fiume question. And Great Britain—perfidious Al-
bion—is the hypocrite, par excellence, on the Irish
and Indian questions.

The people of India are oppressed, exploited and
abused by Great Britain. She is only interested in
getting all she can of profits out of the 300 million
people of India. In America the Hindoos do not
even find asylum as political refugees, because
Great Britain follows them, maintains an espionage
system over them, and dominates the American
government’s policy over respecting these perse:
cuted and abused people.
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India should be free. Her people should benefit
from the wealth they produce there. In 1901-1902
there were in India 36 million children of school
age, while only 3,200,000 were accorded school priv-
ileges. The number able to read and write among
the males was 103 per thousand, and among females
8 per thousand. And this, notwithstanding the fact
that the foreign trade was over $200,000,000.

The working of these people without giving them
any returns by way of schools and sound adminis-
tration of the law i1s a complete refutation of Brit-
ain’s claims of carrying civilization to benighted
India. The real crux of the problein is that Great
Britain is using India, Africa and other weaker
peoples to act as beasts of burden to feed the belly
of British capitalism.

The people of India in revolting against British
rule are acting in a similar role to that of America
in the Revolutionary War of 1776. America should
encourage it. All sincere, honest liberty-loving peo-
ple should lend their efforts in interest of a free and
independent India.

to:
LYNCHING A DOMESTIC QUESTION

That the above title is not our opinion hardly
needs to be stated by men who are internationalists,
yet this is the type of chaff which men like James
W. Johnson and Fred R. Moore of the New York
Age handed out about the time the Peace Confer-
ence was beginning. The Crisis and nearly all the
other Negro publications repeated this owl-like
phrase with little or no knowledge of its meaning.
Neither the Jews or the Irish have stood by any
such foolhardy program. The Irish were so per-
sistent in presenting their program that they sent
a committee abroad and on June 6th, by vote of 60
to 1, the Senate went on record in favor of giving
Ireland’s claims to independence a hearing before
the Peace Conference. The only person who voted
against it was John Sharp Williams of Mississippi
and no one could expect John Sharp Williams to
have any leanings toward independence and democ-
racy for anybody, since his environment is the slave
environment of Mississippi. International attention
has also been drawn to the Jewish people’s pogroms
or lynchings. Everywhere it has had a good effect,
just as the Abolitionists were able to bring more
power to bear against slavery in Europe than could
be secured in America. The editors of the MESSENGER
have no difficulty in explaining the principle. It is
simply this: The beneficiary of a system or institu-
tion can never be relied upon voluntarily to over-
throw that institution or system. The country,
which is responsible for the oppressions of Negroes,
for mob violence and lynching, is not going to over-
throw that wicked institution from which it benefits.
No, lynching is not a domestic question, except in
the rather domestic minds of Negro leaders, whose
information is highly localized and highly domestic.
The problems of the Negroes should be presented
to every nation in the world, and this sham democ-
racy, about which Americans prate, should be ex-
posed for what it is,—a sham, a mockery, a rape on
decency and a travesty on common sense. When
lynching gets to be an international question, it will
be the beginning of the end. The sooner the better.
On with the dance!

GEORGE E. HAYNES COMPROMISES THE CASE
OF THE NEGRO AGAIN

An example of the compromise of the Old School
Negro leaders can very well be drawn from the fol-
lowing release from the Department of Negro Eco-
nomics, U. S. Department of Labor, presided over
by George E. Haynes.

A striking tribute to the patriotism of Negroes and to
their usefulness in industry is paid them by an executive
officer of a large North Carolina tannery where 50 per cent
or more of the help is composed of colored employees.
The views of the tannery official are thus expressed in a

communication sent to Dr. George E. Haynes, director of
Negro Economics, Department of Labor:

“To say that the work of the colored men is satisfactory
would be putting it mildly. We have always considered
their work equal to that of the others and have paid them
accordingly.

“Of the 52 employees from this plant who entered the
service 22 were colored. Of these a number have returned
and the pleasing part of their return was that they imme-
diately came to us and went to work. We have tried not
only to make room for those who were in our employ but
also for a great number who were not in our employ be-
fore entering the service.

“There cannot be too riuch said of the colored men
who stayed with us during the war. We purchased at the
tannery $66.000 in bonds, notes and stamps, and when it is
considered that the employees are 50 per cent colored, it is
evident that the colored men stood right back of their
colored brothers in the service. As we were 90 per cent
Government producers, the colored man’s work was the
foundation of victory and equal credit is due him for his
services in the industrial field. His contribution to the
Red Cross and other war work drives was very creditable;
in the United War Work drive every man in the tannery
donated a day's work, and in the Fourth Liberty Loan
every man bought a bond.”

The colored employees of the plant have recently formed
a band which made its first appearance during the Victory
Loan drive.

The MESSENGER regards this citation here as mere
cheap clap trap. We are not concerned any longer
about any loose and meaningless praise of the Ne-
groes part in the war. What we are concerned
about is granting the Negroes the rights and privi-
leges to which they are entitled as citizens. Noth-
ing is so obvious to any student of social forces, as
that the loyalty of the oppressed to the oppressor does
not result in securing liberty for the oppressed.

The Negroes were employed in the North Caro-
lina Tannery merely because they were needed.
They were paid the lowest wages and worked the
longest hours which the tannery could foist upon
them. Neither the whites or the colored who worked
in that factory were adequately paid. The Negro
made great contributions to the Red Cross drives
we are told in Haynes’ release. The same Red
Cross persistently refused Negro women as nurses,
while neglecting the Negro soldiers themselves on
the ground that white women could not wait upon
them. The Negroes bought $66,000 worth of Liberty
Bonds at the tannery we are told. In spite of this,
the only thing which he still holds is the bonds; he
has not gotten the liberty nor is it anywhere in
sight. The Negro will not get his economic, political
and social justice until the me-too-boss, hat-in-hand
Negroes are forced from public life and eliminated
from the public arena where they daily compromise
the case of black men and black women upon whose
backs the parasites subsist.
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the National Association for the Protection of
American Rights in Mexico, the powerful banking
group among which are J. P. Morgan & Co., The
Guarantee Trust Co., The First National Bank and
the National City Bank. Mr. Doheny spoke offi-
cially for the National Association before leaving
New York; yet when, in Halifax, on the way over,
he said that he was going to Paris to pull off an
oil deal, the State Department felt called upon to
protest and the interview had to be repudiated. Vice
President Sisson of the Guarantee Trust Co., was
prepared to advocate an international law of em-
inent domain in which the interests of society as a
whole would have precedence over any integral part
thereof ; therefore, it is for us to avail ourselves of
the natural resources of Mexico.”

The above quotation evinces the intention of
American oil owners, copper mine investors and
ranch owners to extend their tentacles to the wealth
of peaceful little Mexico. There is not a particle of
humanitarian interest in any part of their agitation.
We hear much talk about the protection of life and
property, but that is not the issue, for there is ample
need for the protection of life and property in Amer-
ica to hold the attention of these exploiting capital-
ists. Negroes are lynched and burned at the stake
every three days. They constitute life, which needs
to be protected, hence it is obvious that all this agi-
tation and camouflage about life and property pro-
tection is centered upon allowing oil and copper
owners to rob the Mexican peons, just as the Texas
crackers rob white and Negro peons. With Ameri-
ca’s entrance into Mexico will also go its chief
attribute, race prejudice. As presently organized,
Mexico’s laws severely punish anyone for discrimi-
nation on account of race or color. We take a recent
illustration from Gale’s Magazine, which is pub-
lished in Mexico City. The article reads as follows:
“Jack” Johnson’s fellow-negroes were good enough
to go to Europe and be riddled with lead for the
sake of “making the world safe for democracy,” but
‘Jack’ wasn’t good enough to receive the same treat-
ment as other human beings when he took a seat in
the restaurant of Sanborn’s Drug Store in this city,
the other day. The waitress had orders not to serve
him and she didn’t until Ex-Governor Breceda of
the Federal District and some Mexican soldiers
with a sense of justice came in and told the San-
born’s that “this isn’t Texas but Mexico.” When
the management found that there was likely to
be trouble if it persisted in trying to put across too
much of that brand of “democracy” down here, it
yielded more or less gracefully and Mr. Johnson
was then given decent treatment.

“All through the war Sanborn’s store was plas-
tered with appeals to Americans and others to go to
war, to buy liberty bonds and to do various other
things to help make the world ‘a decent place to live
in.” The world has now been made decent for all
but black men and women, and such creatures can
settle down and prepare to endure the same abuse
and discrimination that has always characterized
Wilsonian democracy.

“Not long ago Sanborn Bros. paid $5,000 to the
Red Cross as a penalty for having sold a large quan-
tity of drugs at exhorbitant prices to German firms
during the war. The Sanborn’s had no scruples
about dealing with rich white people even when they

were Germans, but as for persons, Negroes, ‘slack-
ers’ and the like, oh well, they are only cattle any-
how!” )

The above illustration demonstrates the brand of
democracy which obtains in Mexico. This is not
new to the editors of the MESSENGER, since Mexico
has had the most advanced legal and social codes
of any country in the world since the days of Juarez.
Besides, there is a history to this. The Spanish
codes have been among the most enlightened and
their administration of laws has been less affected
with race prejudice than any other dominating race.
In Louisiana, where they held slaves, it was the
only state where a daughter could not be sold from
a mother, and brothers and sisters could not be
separated from one another. Slaves were held to be
real estate in Louisiana in contradistinction to chat-
tels personal in other states. Race prejudice does
not have sway in Mexico today, but it will have
sway so soon as Americans can get control there,
just as they carried their pernicious race prejudice
to France when black soldiers, by the thousands,
were dying to make'democracy safe for white men.
We say safe for white men, advisedly, for not a
whit or iota of that democracy about which so much
talk and cheap palaver was carried on, has even
been promised, not to say extended, to the Negroes
who helped fight, supposedly, to secure it.

Intelligent and class conscious Negroes every-
wheré must fight for justice and fair play for the
Mexican people. The air is freer there for men and
women of color than in any state in the United
States. We shall run a series of articles on the
Mexican people informing both the white and
colored people, how sordid and mercenary is the
desire on the part of American capitalists to rob
those struggling hard toiling Mexican workers of
their land, their natural resources and their labor.

R
NEGRO POLICE CAPTAINS

There is a growing feeling of unrest and uneasi-
ness among Negroes in the United States. They
have been so generally deceived and lied to by police
officials that now they don’t believe anything they
hear such officials say. Every nine out of ten
Negroes (probably the percentage is greater) firmly
believes that no white man can be trusted—that all
are hypocritical ot the Negro problem. We, of
course, know better, but the facts have convinced
the average Negro to the contrary. One of the
things which has produced this deep seated distrust
is the ruthless brutality and the inexcusable beating
up of Negroes by policemen. Our intimate contact
with all the large Negro centers enables us to know
how, tense and bitter is the feeling between whites
and blacks. All such big Negro communities are
Magazines of Race Prejudice Dynamite, ready to ex-
plode at any moment upon putting the flame to the-
fuse. Riots are imminent—real race riots—in all
such large cities as New York, Philadelphia, Balti-
more, Washington, Chicago, Pittsburgh and St.
Louis. The arrest of a Negro in such large settle-
ments of Negroes immediately suggests to the other
Negroes that the man arrested is being imposed
upon by the white officers. Again, most of the
police in the above named centers are Irishmen, the
race which Negroes as a whole, dislike most.
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All of this is unfortunate, but undoubtedly true. It
is the product of America’s chief commodity—race
prejudice. 'What you ask is the immediate program
to adopt in warding off this impending race conflict?

First, the problem of policing needs to be radically
changed and reconstructed. In the Negro settle-
ments of New York, Philadelphia, etc., the bulk of
policemen should be Negroes and the police cap-
tains should. be—not Irish heavy-weights—but
Negroes. IT IS A PROBLEM OF SOCIAL PSY-
CHOLOGY. The Negro population has only a
normal reaction to seeing a Negro policeman arrest
a Negro. But when it i1s a case of whites who are
generally hostile to men of color—the feeling is
entirely different,

We would also recommend to the Mayors of big
cities with large Negro population that they appoint
as police captains intelligent, cool, sober men of the
Negro race—men who have a common sympathy
with their race and yet a high sense of regard for
duty. No Negro stool-pigeon editors and politicians
should be placed in this position, because it requires
tact, intelligence and poise. There are numbers of
discharged colored officers who could creditably fill
these places. 'We would heartily support such men
as Captain Napoleon B. Marshall of the old New
York Fifteenth Regiment or Lieutenant William N.
Colson of the 367th Infantry. These are men of in-
telligence, tact, character and broad sympathy. The
first named is not of our political faith either. Such
men should be found in all the large cities and there
would be nothing amiss about any Mayor’s getting
the men from any city to hold such a responsible
position.

We invite a serious consideration of our proposals
on this question. We wonder what Mayor will have
the brains, courage and foresight to take the lead.
Intelligent police captains will undoubtedly serve
them well in the coming race conflicts which bid
fair to sweep the country.

‘0
THE CRISIS OF THE CRISIS

The MEsseNGER has frequently pointed out that
the editor of the Crisis, Dr. W. E. B. Du Bois, while
possessing more intelligence than most Negro
editors, is nevertheless comparatively ignorant of
the world problems of sociological and economic
significance.

In the June Crisis he enters an apology for the
leading editorial in the April Crisis. The June
issue’s editorial, entitled “I. W. W.” reads:

“An editorial in the Easter Crisis (written during
the editor’s absence) has ‘been misunderstood and
was, perhaps, itself partially misleading.” .

Note this argument, if it may be dignified by that
name. The editor of the Crisis attempts to excuse

“his errors and misstatements on the ground that he
was absent from his office. But obviously the editor
had no business writing if conditions were such that
he did not and could not know the facts.

In the April Crisis, Dr. Du Bois says: ‘“Suppose
we had yielded to German propaganda, suppose we
had refused to shoulder arms, or had wrought mis-
chief and confusion, patterning ourselves after the
I. W. W. and the pro-Germans of this country.
How should we hold up our heads?”

. car in any state in the Union.

We take Du Bois to task here for two reasons:

first, the statement of fact, and, second, his errone-
ous interpretation. A Negro alleged professor of
sociology and economics doesn’t understand the
difference between the I. W. W. and pro-Germans.
The I. W. W. is the only national organization of
labor unions which does not discriminate against
Negroes. A Negro, therefore, should be the last
person to try to cast aspersion upon the I. W. W,
" Again, the Negro has gotten absolutely nothing
from his shouldering arms and failing to produce mis-
chief and confusion. He has been most loyal, but in
turn, as his deserts, he is most lynched, most Jim-Crowed,
most segregated, most discriminated against, most dis-
franchised. The Germans were alleged to be the
enemy. But Germans are not lynched, while
Negroes are. Germans can ride in any part of the
The Negro is con-
fined to the Jim-Crow car in the South. Negroes
are disfranchised. Germans are not. Negroes can-
not enter most places of public accommodation and
amusement free and unhindered. Germans can en-
ter any place of public accommodation and amuse-
ment in any part of the United States. (Lest we
should be misunderstood, we wish to state that we
do not think that any bar should be set up against
the Germans. We only call attention to this dis-
crepancy to expose the hypocrisy of the United
States government on the one hand and the venality
and ignorance of Negro leaders on the other.)

In the April Crisis the editorial continues, “We
are not by nature traitors.” This statement does
not sound like the Du Bois of old. It partakes more
of the old, me-too-Boss, hat-in-hand Negro generally
represented by Robert Russa Moton of Tuskegee.
Of all the fool-hardy claims made by the Negro,
not one is so silly and asinine as “we are not by
nature traitors.” The vice of being traitorous de-
#ends entirely upon what one is traitorous to.

reason of the slave to his master is a virtue. Loyalty

of a slave to his master is a vice. Liberty and justice
HRave advanced in the world in proportion as people
'have been traitorous to their tyrants and oppressors.
George Washington was a traitor—to British tyran-
ny. Wendell Philips, William Lloyd Garrison,
Lovejoy and Lincoln were traitors—to the slave au-
tocracy of the United States. John Brown, upon
whom the same Du Bois writes a worthless rhetor-
ical book—was a traitor to old slave holding Vir-
ginia. The 200,000 Negroes who fought on the
Union side to free themselves and their brothers
from chattel slavery—were traitors to the slave-
holders. It was treason beyond doubt for any slave
to attempt his emancipation. But the actual char-
acter and type of the treason and the traitor depends
entirely upon what that treason is to. The Russian
people were largely traitors—traitors to the Czar,
he proper kind of traitors. The Negro will never
gain his just rights until the great masses, 12 million
strong, become thoroughly permeated, saturated and shot
through with treason to the institutions of Jim-Crowism,
lynching, race discrimination, segregation, disfranchise-
ment, and to every instrument which maintains, perpet-
uates and fosters these pernicious institutions.

The Crisis continues; “The Crisis did not say or
intend to say that no Negroes belong to the Indus-
trial Workers of the World, nor did it intend to con-
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demn that organization. On the contrary, we re-
spect it as one of the social and political movements
in modern times that draws no color line. We
sought to say that we do not believe that the meth-
ods of the I. W. W. are today feasible or advisable,
and too, we believe the Socialist Party, wrong in
its attitude toward the war, but we raise our hats
silently to men like Eugene Debs, who let not
even the shadow of public shame close their lips
when they think themselves right.”

The MESSENGER takes sharp issue with the Crisis
on every one of its fundamental propositions both
with respect to the questions of fact and the ques-
tions of opinion. The Crisis clearly implied that
Negroes did not belong to the I. W. W. and spoke
disparagingly of it as a Pro-German machine. Not
only that. The Crisis representatives, like William
Pickens, constantly speak of I. W. W.’s and Pro-
Germans in their speeches as did William Pickens
in the recent conference on “Lynching” held in New
York. As to the methods of I. W. W., we state ad-
visedly, and with sufficient reservation, that Dr.
Du Bois, like most Negro professors, has no more
knowledge of them than he has of the Bolsheviki.
For his edification, and that of our readers who de-
sire real information, we wish to say that the chief

single state has even discussed the extension of the
franchise to Negroes in the South. And why should
they? Why should the states think of extending to
Negroes that for which no Negro leader has had the
temerity, even to ask? We reiterate then, that the
Negro has received nothing by virtue of his partici-
pation in the war, but has lost much—much which
he will be a long time regaining, despite the Crisis’
unwarranted assertion to the contrary.

The Crisis editorial for June continues: “We be-
lieve that the crushing of the monstrous pretentions
of the military caste of Germany was a duty so
pressing and tremendous that it called for the efforts
of every thoughtful American. But we recognize
that some people did not agree with us and these
folks we honor for their honesty, even though we
question their reasoning.”

With this sentiment the MESSENGER also takes
sharp issue. We were not, at any time, interested
Jin this reactionary, militarist government of Ger-
imany. We desired to see it crushed, as crushed it
would be undoubtedly with the rising tide of Ger-
yman Socialism and German democracy. But as
‘monstrous a task as that was, and as imperative as
.it was, we did not for one moment regard it as im-
Iportant as crushing the southern bourbon caste sys-

methods of the I. W. W. are industrial unionism. tem of peonage in the United States. The Huns~
They oppose the principles of pure and simple={of Georgia are far more menacing to Negraes than -
unionism. They organize by the industry rather =the Huns of-Germariiy. e Huns of Alsace have =
than by the trade. To illustrate, in a printing plant =never-threatened the Negroes’ life, liberty and pro-—

where the pressmen are on strike, by the American perty like the Huns of Alabama. The Huns of

Federation of Labor pure and simple unionism
methods, scab pressmen could be employed side by
side with the union linotypers, compositors and
others employed in the establishment. The prin-
ciples of industrial unionism, adopted by the I. W,
W. would demand that when the pressmen strike,
the compositors, linotypers and all others employed
in the shop should lay down their tools and cease
from work until the strike is won. This method
is both simple and feasible. It is advisable in every
respect. Its efficiency and feasibility are shown by
the fact that organized labor of the most advanced
countries of Europe, Australia, Canada, and South
! America are rapidly adopting the One-Big-Union
‘-principle for their labor organizations. This no
| doubt is as new to the editor of the Crisis as it is
| to the average clay eating cracker of Georgia.

With respect to the Socialist Party, we endorse
wholeheartedly its position on the war. History
will record its position as one of the most courage-
ous, far visioned and intelligent points of view taken
by any group in the world. All wars (with excep-
tion of Revolutionary Wars like the French Revolu-
tion and the Russian Revolution) are against the
interest of the people.

Lorraine are as shining angels of light compared to
the Huns of Louisiana. No barbarians of Turkey
could ever be compared with the howling dervish,
dancing barbarians of Tennessee. The danger from
the Huns of Saxony did not take rank in our minds
with the Huns of Mississippi. It is only due to a
sort of Negro professor’s chronic short-sightedness
and usual venality which could for one moment re-
gard the danger from the alleged German Hun as
greater than that from the American Hun. To
illustrate more pointedly: the three class Prussian
electoral system of voting was the criticism upon
the German franchise. But three-fourths of the
Negroes of the United States, who own more than
Seven Hundred Million Dollars worth of property
are deprived of the right to vote, right under the
nose of the editor of the Crisis. A white man’'s vote
in Mississippi amounts to 13 votes in Kansas. A
white man’s vote in Alabama is equivalent to 11
votes in Minnesota. The comparison is quite similar
with any southern state. Consequently, any Negro
professor of economics or sociology, who had any
knowledge of political science and the honesty to
proclaim it, must have known that the American

This the Socialist Partyw political system was behind the German political
knew and stated. That it has been against the in- - system under the Kaiser.

Up to 1910, the highest

terests of the Negroes, is hardly open to question.. vote of white men in any southern state was 19 per
Lynching has increased. Race prejudice has been= cent. in the State of Virginia. The average vote of

augmented. Discrimination is rampant. Unem-
ployment and poverty stare the great masses of
Negroes in the face, while the high prices of living
continue to ascend with the rythmic regularity of a
funeral dirge. All other countries have been making
slight concessions (some of them big concessions)
by way of the extension of suffrage to the male and
female electorates. But on account of the ignorance
and spinelessness of the Negro leaders (?) not a

southern white men was less than 17 per cent.,
showing that there is no political democracy, even
for white men, under the political caste of the
United States. With respect to economic de-
mocracy, Germany had more social legislation and
the best administered government of Europe, even
under the Kaiser. This is a matter of common
knowledge among social students and ought to be

-known even to an old school Negro professor of eco-
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nomics and sociology like the editor of the Crisis.
With respect to race prejudice, one observation is
sufficient. At all times it was possible for a Negro
to attend the university of Kaiser Wilhelm, but no
Negro could put his foot into President Woodrow
Wilson’s university—Princeton—which, by the way,
is in the United States. Dr. Du Bois honors those
of us who disagreed with him for our honesty but
he questions our reasoning. Since he has done no
reasoning, we deplore his absence of reasoning, and
since the facts are so overwhelmingly against his
position, we question even his honesty.

The Crisis .continues: “It is no credit to Ameri-
can Negroes if they had no conscientious objectors.
It is tremendously to their credit that the vast ma-
jority of them thought straight and fought true in
a mighty world crisis.”

The answer to the first sentence is that there were
plenty of Negro conscientious objectors and there
should have been more. Every Negro who went
into the army should have been a conscientious ob-
jector. He had a right to be the most conscientious,
conscientious objector in the United States.
Lynched, burned at stake, Jim-Crowed on street
cars and. railroads, barred from places of public
amusement and accommodation, segregated in the
army and navy itself, disparaged for his work and
underrated for his services, denied an opportunity
for employment, except where necessity forced it—
the Negro had a right to have been the objector of
objectors. A word of information too, for the Crisis.
The Negroes knew nothing, as a whole, about stat-
ing their claims. But so far as their objections to
fighting were concerned, they were galore. Almost
every Negro with whom you talked would tell you
that he wondered what we were fighting for. And
as he read the periodical lynchings, almost daily,
his opinions were confirmed. It might be surprising
to Dr. Du Bois to know that the masses of Negroes in
the United States have no more confidence in his sincer-

trigonometry, to the disparagement of economics
and sociology—the business of getting a living and
improving the standard of living. In very truth, he
lacks intelligence. We recognize, however, that Dr.
Du Bois has more intelligence than the Crisis mani-
fests, but this is subordinated to his rapidly waning
courage. Third and last, he is undoubtedly con-
trolled by the Capitalist Board of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored People.
If he lacks intelligence, he can’t lead correctly. If he
lacks courage, he dare not lead correctly. If he is con-
trolled, he will not be permitted to lead Negroes, in
their own interests.

The problem of the Crisis is the problem of
intelligence, courage and control. 1t is the crisis of the
Crists.  The sooner its influence wanes among
Negroes, the sooner will they have begun to pass
their crisis. The chief problem of the American
Negro today is the ridding himself of misleadership
of all kinds, and especially that of so-called organs
of public opinion.

to:
ORGANIZING THE NEGRO ACTOR

The Negro has entered a new field of service—
the field of acting. All hail to this most remarkable
transition into the dramatic field. He is proving
that he has histrionic ability to show forth the body
of the times through voice and gesture.

The Negro should make a signal success in this
field where a Niagara of passion, feeling and emo-
tion come into play, as well as a mine of mind. We
commend the young men and women of the race
aspiring to stand behind the footlights, to get equip-
ment, to study and to master the English language
and to get an education of general literature.

We want to see them competent to discuss as
well as to perform their act. The average man and
woman need to realize that there is a very little
genius for doing anything in the world today. Much

ity and judgment, than they have in that of Moton. that goes by the name of genius is nothing more

The mere fact that the Negro was compelled to_

than the power for sustained application. One must

fight, is no evidence of his desire to fight or his satis-~ have merit, ability, the power to give the public a
faction with his enforced lot. It is just like the Jim-— quid pro quo.

Crow car. We go into the South and we are forced
to ride in it. We do it sullenly, reluctantly and
under the whip of the lash, while our very soul pro-
tests against every inch of that cattle travel. We
are disfranchised and can’t vote. We submit to it.
But where would be the manliness of any red
blooded Negro who would glory in and exult in his
disfranchisement merely because he was forced to
submit to it.

In conclusion let us say, that the Crisis has
reached its crisis. It no longer represents the
opinion of the millions of Negroes of the United
States who are insisting upon justice without com-
promise or apology. The Crisis does not voice their
sentiments any more than the Tuskegce Student.
The editor of the Crisis lacks (1) intelligence, (2)
courage, or (3) he is controlled. In our generosity,
we would say that he lacks all three, to a certain
degree. He has not had modern training in econo-
mics and sociology and his knowledge of political
science has not proceeded in economics beyond
Adam Smith, and in sociology beyond Auguste
Comte. He is essentially a classicist. His emphasis
is placed upon music, Latin, Greck, French and

But ability, merit and efficiency are not all that
the Negro actor needs. He needs, today, organiza-
tion. The reason for this is plain. Theatrical man-
agers will exploit you, just as any other employer |
will exploit a workingman. Remember that you are .
a wage earner, and as such you want the highest

. wages possible and the best possible conditions un-

der which to work. Your employer—the theatrical '
manager—on the other hand, wants to get your ser-
vices for the lowest possible wage. Why? Because
by paying you low wages, the profits of the company
increase and all business enterprises are run for pro-
fits—and nothing else. Now, then, since that is
true, it logically follows that in order to get a living
wage you must devise some means of preventing
the employer from robbing you of your wages.
Evidently, so long as the manager of a theatre can
secure talent to replace you when you ask for more
wages your case is hopeless.

Thus, in order to secure the wages you ought to
have, it is necessary for you to organize into a union,
and to force every person who can scab upon you
into the union. When you have organized a union
so as to be able to control the available supply of
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Negro actors you will be prepared to make de-
mands upon the management for higher wages, and
without a doubt, you will win.

Understand, Mr. Negro Actor, the theatres are
not being run for charity, for your special benefit:-
to make thespian stars out of you, to make you
Mansfields and Ellen Terrys—but they are being
run to make money. And when you fail to make
money for the management, out of the back door
you will go.

Now, there is a whole lot of tommy rot, piffle and
sheer nonsense rife among Negroes, to the effect
that white people who hire Negroes to act are
highly philanthropic. It is the same as saying that
the landlord who gives a Negro a job as elevator
runner is kind, charitable and philanthropic. The
fact is, all are seeking to make profits out of the
workingman, whether he be white or black.

To set up the argument that Negroes are being
made actors is puerile, inane and asinine,

The landlord might as logically contend that he is
making Negroes elevator runners, which helps them
to earn a livelihood.

The stock-company brand of acting done by most
Negro actors is not the result of any special train-
ing. Most any individual with the faculty for ordi-

"~ 'nary speech, who possesses a presentable appear-

ance and a fair knowledge of pronunciation, with-
out any previous training, corld within a week equip
himself to play in the stock companies.

Thus, the Negro actor.does not owe anyone any-
thing for his being on the stage in drama.

The fact that Negroes have potential dramatic
ability and the fact that there was a market or a
demand for Negro dramatic artists, explain the rea-
son for this transition into the drama.

The Negro actor needs a union with which to get
long-term contracts from the theatrical manage-
ment. Otherwise your job may depend upon the
whims and caprices of some petty, pilfering pro-
fiteer.

When you have a union the individual no longer
makes the contract for a position, but the union,
through its representative bargains collectively with
the management for work and wages. When an
individual approaches an employer for more wages
he is both refused and fired. But when the entire
company makes a demand upon pain of striking
and closing the theatre by picketing and preventing
anyone else from taking their jobs the management
will sit up and take notice.

Now is your time to unionize. You have become
an important factor in the theatrical world. You
are needed and wanted and your bosses know it.

“Yes,” some of you say, “unions are for working
people. We are actors. Why should we organize
like hod-carriers?”’

Well, let us see. The white actors and actresses
are organized into the Actors’ Equity Association.
Twenty-five hundred members met only recently in
the Hotel Astor and mdde demands upon the Pro-
ducing Manager’s Association for (1) a week’s work
of only eight performances and for pay of one-
eighth of the week’s salary for Sundays and holi-
days.

guch characters as John Drew, Louis Mann, John
Cape, Harry Mestayer, Rose Coghlan, Albert Brun-
ing, E. H. Southern, James O’Neill, George Arliss,
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Lillian Russell, Francis Wilson, have awakened to
the need of combining and striking for more wages,
shorter hours and better working conditions.
these artists organize, why not you, Mr. Negro
Actor.

Realize your power and use it to get more wages
and better working conditions. The MESSENGER is
with you.

to:
SUGGESTIONS FOR GOOD READING

The civilization of a people can be fairly well ad-
judged by the type of periodicals and books they
read. We are therefore going to begin to single
out certain periodicals and books, which we recom-
mend to Negroes and whites to read. The first set
of books which we would advise our readers to
peruse thoroughly are most of the books banned by
the government during the war. We do not give
this advice in any spirit of arrogance, but from our
personal knowledge of the merit and worth of the
books. For instance, we want to call attention to
two books in particular banned by the government,
namely, “Frederick C. Howe’s “Why War’” and
Scott Nearing’s “The Great Madness.” The first
book gives a thorough going and comprehensive
treatment of the causes of all wars, generally and
specifically. It is scientific, cool and dispassionate
in its presentation. It is well written, scholarly and
courageously set forth, with a most painstaking col-
laboration of facts and figures. It is free from any
jingoism or national favoritism. The second book,
“The Great Madness,” by Dr. Scott Nearing is a
comprehensive, concise and succinct statement of
the causes of America’s entrance into the World
War just passed. It is written in a simple style,
characteristic of Nearing. It is free from bluster
and brag, but permeated with courage and manly
presentation. Both books should be read by our
readers immediately. “Why War” by Howe, costs
$1.50, while the “Great Madness” is sold for 10
cents. With respect to periodicals and papers, we
advise Negroes to read such magazines as The
Liberator, The Nation, The Dial, The New Repub-
lic and Pearson’s magazine. The Liberator and
Pearson’s are Radical; the Dial, The Nation and
the New Republic are Liberal. All of them give an
intelligent and courageous discussion of world
problems and face the Negro question quite manly.
We also wish to mention most favorably Gale’s
Magazine, published in Mexico. There are certain
papers like The New York Call, Milwaukee Leader,
The Revolutionary Age, The Proletarian, The New
Solidarity, The Rebel Worker, The Eye Opener,
the Advance, and the Crucible, which Negroes ought
to read regularly.

As for Negro publications, the only other maga-
zine besides the MESSENGER worth reading is the
Crusader, elsewhere advertised in the MESSENGER.
As for newspapers (Negro newspapers) the only
scholarly and scientific editorial column to be found
in any Negro newspaper at present is that of the
Negro World. The editorials are written by one
W. A. Domingo, a Negro scholar who writes fine
English, knows history and economics and has the
courage to say just what he thinks. Each month
hereafter, we shall give a list of books, pamphlets
and periodicals which ought to be read by Negroes

If .
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in particular and all Americans in general. The
cost of these different periodicals and books vary,
but we shall be glad, upon inquiry, to give the proper
direction and information concerning any particu-
lars of the books and pamphlets mentioned above.

to:
NEGRO WORKERS: THE A.F.OF L.ORL W. W.

The giant, Labor, in all the world is awakening.
Labor is slowly but surely beginning to realize that
the fabric of civilization rests upon its shoulders.
Only ignorance stands between labor and economic
freedom. Ignorance is the mother of race prejudice,
and prejudice still haunts the trail of labor. White
and black workingmen, in the South, still fight over
race prejudice, while the rich white plutocrats pick
the pockets of both. The official American labor
organization—the American Federation of Labor is
criminally negligent and recreant to its duty, in
either ignoring or opposing Negro workers.

Not only does it ignore Negro workers, however,
as a rule it also ignores the unskilled worker and the
women.

The American Federation of Labor, is essentially
a craft or trades’ union organization. The Negro
is mostly an unskilled laborer. His interests lie with
that group which neither discriminates against
workers on account of color, or on account of being
unskilled.

There is but one question, which, more than any
other, presses upon the mind of the worker today,
regardless of whether he be of one race or another,
of one color or another—the question of how he can
improve his conditions, raise his wages, shorten his
hours of labor and gain something more of freedom
from his master—the owners of the industry where-
in he labors.

To the black race, who, but recently, with the
assistance of the white men of the northern states,
broke their chains of bondage and ended chattel
slavery, a prospect of further freedom, of REAL
FREEDOM, should be most appealing.

For it is a fact that the Negro worker is no better
off under the freedom he has gained than the
slavery from which he has escaped. As chattel
slaves we were the property of our masters, and,
as a piece of valuable property, our masters were
considerate of us and careful of our health and wel-
fare. Today, as wage-earners, the boss may work
us to death, at the hardest and most hazardous
labor, at the longest hours, at the lowest pay; we
may quietly starve when out of work and the boss
loses nothing by it and has no interest in us. To
him the worker is but a machine for producing pro-
fits, and when you, as a slave who sells himself to
the master on the installment plan, become old, or
broken in health or strength, or should you be killed
while at work, the master merely gets another wage
slave on the same terms.

We who have worked in the South know that con-
ditions in lumber and turpentine camps, in the fields
of cane, cotton and tobacco, in the mills and mines
of Dixie, are such that workers suffer a more miser-
able existence than ever prevailed among the chat-
tel slaves before the great Civil War. Thousands
of us have come and are coming northward, crossing
the Mason and Dixon line seeking better conditions.

As wage slaves we have run away from the masters
in the South, but to become the wage slaves of the
masters of the North. In the north we find that
the hardest work and the poorest pay is our portion.
We are driven while on the job and the high cost of
living offsets any higher pay we might receive.

The white wage-worker is little, if any, better off.
He is a slave the same as we are, and like us he is
regarded by the boss only as a means of making pro-
fits. The working class as a whole, grows poorer
and more miserable year by year, while the employ-
ing class, who do not work at all, enjoy wealth and
luxury beyond the dreams of titled lords and kings.

As you are both wage-workers, you have a com-
mon interest in improving conditions of the wage-
working class. Understanding this, the employing
class seeks to engender race hatred between the two.
He sets the black worker against the white worker
and the white worker against the black, and keeps
both divided and enslaved. Our change from chattel
slaves to wage slaves has benefited no one but the
masters of industry. They have used us as wage
slaves to beat down the wages of the white wage
slaves, and by a continual talk of “race problems,”
“negro questions,” “segregation,” etc., make an arti-
ficial race hatred and division by poisoning the
minds of both whites and blacks in an effort to stop
any movement of labor that threatens the dividends
of the industrial kings.- Race prejudice has no place
in a labor organization. As Abraham Lincoln has
said, “The strongest bond that should bind man to
man in human society is that between the working
people of all races and of all nations.”

The only problem then, which the colored worker
should consider, as a worker, is the problem of or-
ganizing with other working men in the labor organ-
ization that best expresses the interests of the whole
working class against the slavery and oppression
of the whole capitalist class. Such an organization
is the 1. W. W., the INDUSTRIAL WORKERS
OF THE WORLD, the only labor union that has
never, IN THEORY OR PRACTICE, since its be-

‘ginning twelve years ago, barred the workers of any

race or nation from membership. » The following has
stood as a principle of the I. W. W,, embodied in
its official constitution since its formation in 1905:
“By-Laws—Article 1. Sectionl. No work-
ing man or woman shall be excluded from mem-
bership in Unions because of creed or color.”

If you are a wage-worker you are welcome in the
I. W. W. halls, no matter what your color. By this
you may see that the I. W. W. is not a white man’s
union, not a black man’s union, not a red or yellow
man’s union, but a WORKING MAN’S UNION.
ALL OF THE WORKING CLASS IN ONE BIG
UNION.

In the I. W. W all wage-workers meet on com-
mon ground. No matter what language you may
speak, whether you were born in Europe, in Asia
or in any other part of the world, you will find a
welcome as a fellow worker: In the harvest fields,
where the I. W. W. controls, last summer saw white
men, black men and Japanese working together as
union men and raising the pay of all who gathered
the grains. In the great strikes which the I. W. W.
has conducted at Lawrence, Mass. in the woolen
mills, in the iron mine of Minnesota and elsewhere,
the I. W. W. has brought the workers of many races,
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colors and tongues together in victorious battles for
a better life.

Not only does the I. W. W. differ from all organ-
izations in regard to admission of all races, but
there is a fundamental difference in form of organi-
zation from all other labor unions. You haye seen
other labor unions organized on craft or trade lines.
Craft unionism means that any small section of any
industry has a labor union separate from all other
sections that cannot act in any concerted movement
of labor.because of this craft separation. For ex-
ample, in the railroad industry there are the engin-
eers’ union, the conductors’ union, the brakemen’s
union and many others on the road in the shops and
yards.

Each union acts for itself and usually has time
agreements with the companies for a term of years,
each agreement ending at a different time than the
others. When one craft union goes on strike at the
end of the time agreement, the other craft unions
kecep at work and by remaining on the job act as
scabs and strikebreakers in defeating their fellow
workers of the craft on strike.

Thus in 1911 the men in the shops of the Harri-
man lines went on strike and the trainmen, who
belonged to different craft unions, remained at
work : the train crews took cars from and delivered
cars to the strikebreakers in the shops because they
were organized separately and had separate time
agreements with the companies. The strike was
lost because the railroad workers were organized
wrong. The I. W. W. has INDUSTRIAL UN-
IONISM, which means that all crafts in any indus-
try are organized together and act together. Had
the I. W. W. been in the place of the craft unions
on the Harriman lines in 1911, all workers could
have gone out together, not a wheel would have
turned, not a train would have moved until the
companies would have come to terms with the
shopmen. For the I. W. W. makes no TIME
AGREEMENTS with any employer and makes
AN INJURY TO ONE AN INJURY TO ALL.
The I. W. W. always leaves its members free to
strike when they see an opportunity to better them-
selves or support their fellow workers.

The foundation of the I. W. W, is INDUSTRIAL
UNIONISM. ALL workers in any division of any
industry are organized into an INDUSTRIAL
UNION OF ALL the workers in the ENTIRE
INDUSTRY; these INDUSTRIAL UNIONS in
turn are organized into INDUSTRIAL DEPART-
MENTS of connecting, or kindred industries, while
all are brought together in THE GENERAL OR-
GANIZATION OF THE INDUSTRIAL WORK-
ERS OF THE WORLD—ONE BIG UNION
OF ALL THE WORKING CLASS OF THE
WORLD. No one but actual wage workers may

join. The working class cannot depend upon any-
one but itself to free it from wage slavery. “He
who would be free, himself must strike the blow.”

When the I. W. W,, through this form of IN-
DUSTRIAL UNIONISM, has become powerful
enough, it will institute an INDUSTRIAL COM-
MONWEALTH; it will end slavery and oppression
forever and in its place will be a world of workers,
by the workers and for the workers; a world where
there will be no poverty and want among those who
feed and clothe and house the world; a world where
the words “master” and “slave” shall be forgotten;
a world where peace and happiness shall reign and
where the children of men shall live as brothers in
a world-wide INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY.

The following is the preamble of the I. W. W,
constitution, showing the reason and form of its
organization, the aims and purposes of its member-
ship:

“The working class and the employing class have
nothing in common. There can be no peace so long

“as hunger and want are found among millions of

working people and the few who make up the em-
ploying class, have all the good things of life.

“Between these two classes a struggle must go
on until the workers of the world organize as a class,
take possession of the earth and the machinery of
production and abolish the wage system.

“We find that the centering of the management of
industries into fewer and fewer hands makes the
trade unions unable to cope with the evergrowing
power of the employing class. The trade unions
foster a state of affairs which allows one set of
workers to be pitted against another set of workers
in the same industry, thereby helping to defeat one
another in wage wars. Moreover, the trade unions
aid the employing class to mislead the workers into
the belief that the workers have interests in com-
mon with their employers.

“These conditions can be changed and the inter-
est of the working class upheld only by an organiza-
tion formed in such a way that all its members in
any industry, or in all industries, if necessary,
cease work whenever a strike or lockout is on in
any department thereof, thus making an injury to
one an injury to all.

“Instead of the conservative motto, ‘A fair day’s
wage for a fair day’s work,” we must inscribe on
our banner the revolutionary watchword, ‘Abolition
of the wage system.’

“It is the historic mission of the working class to
do away with capitalism. The army of production
must be organized not only for the every day strug-
gle with capitalists, but to carry on production when
capitalism shall have been overthrown. By organ-
izing industrially we are forming the structure of
the new society within the shell of the old.”

A 0 S
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amendment which had demanded
a redugtion in representation in
Congress, if the Negroes’ suffrage
was restricted. Intermittant cries
against this political brigandage
were heard but finally subsided.
The South continued to weave a
fabric of law, the ‘“Grandfather
clauses,” which gave legal sanc-
tion to an already general custom
of Negro disfranchisement. The
Republican Party, pretended
friend and defender, had assented.
Yet the Negro remained a Repub-
lican. Why? First, the Recon-
struction legislation of the Repub-
lican party had forged the “Solid
South.” The Solid South was
dominated by the Democratic
Party. The Democratic Party
had striven to maintain slavery.
It had been the father of the
“Fugitive Slave Law,” the nulli-
fication of the Missouri Compro-
mise of 1820, and Chief Justice
Taney had handed down the fa-
mous Dred Scott’s decision, which
gave constitutional sanction to
the extension of slavery into new
territory.

On the other hand, the Repub-
lican Party had been the party of
the North, the refuge of the fugi-
tive slave, the home of the abo-
litionists, Wendell Philips, Garri-
son, Lovejoy and Sumner was in
power when freedom came. It
had used the Negro as an office
holder and continued to distribute
political crumbs in the form of
collectors of internal revenue,
deputy collectors, registrars of
the Treasury, Ministers to Hayti,
Liberia and such places, that re-
quired no legislative ability, no in-
telligent understanding of the
methods, objects and principles of
government. In truth, the Negro
office-holders were mainly of the
“rubber stamp” variety. But it
was sufficient that the Republican
Party had awarded jobs, to secure
the indiscriminating and unques-
tioning devotion of the Negro.
Thus, the Negro became as
staunch a Republican as the Irish
a Democrat. It was considered
race treason for a Negro to pro-
fess any other political faith.

Here and there an eccentric
Negro had claimed to be a Demo-
crat, but his claim was considered
lightly. It is true that in New
York City a tiny fraction of Neg-
roes had bolted the Republican
ranks and joined Tammany Hall,
seeking political jobs.

There had also arisen among
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the Negroes a political scism,
namely a belief in the virtue of
dividing the vote. In support of
this political heresy, it was main-
tained that by dividing the vote
the Negro would be able to secure
the good will of both parties: it
was further maintained that it
would create fear in the Repub-
lican Party which would result in
its giving the Negro a fairer con-
sideration, and that the Negro
would be sure of political prefer-
ment, regardless of which party
was in power. And in 1912 and
in 1916 a few Negro leaders had
professed sympathy for Woodrow
Wilson as the Democratic presi-
dential nominee.

The formation of the Progress-
ive Party of 1912, had marked
another important rift in the
Negro Republican voters. The
love for Roosevelt, the expecta-
tion of jobs and the general dis-
satisfaction with President Taft’s
attitude towards Negro job-hold-
ers in the South, had produced
this alienation.

In the mayoralty election of
New York City in 1917, occurred
another change in the Negroes’
political course. This change re-
sulted in 25 per cent. of the
Negroes voting the Socialist
ticket. This vote, too, it might be
observed, was achieved despite
the fact that heretofore there had
been no Socialist vote among
Negroes of New York State.

These movements have had
their leaders. Who were they and
what did they stand for?

Types of Negro Political Leaders
Evolved

During the Reconstruction per-
iod the Negro leaders were
unschooled, credulous, gullible.
They had been led by the Repub-
lican agents from the North, the
carpet-baggers.

Ex-Governor Pinchback, Lynch,
Moses, etc., had been accomplices
of the most shameless raids upon
the funds of the States destructive
legislation and issuance of spuri-
ous, inflamed paper.

In Congress White and Bruce
had done one thing, they had been
loyal to the Republican Party.
During the long years from the
passing of Negro representatives
in Congress, no Negro of large
vision and intelligent grasp of the
forces in politics had arisen.

Booker T. Washington had be-
come prominent in the industrial
development of the Negro, but
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had counselled the - “let alone

policy.”

Bishop Walters, W. E. B. Du-
Bois, James Monroe Trotter and
Rev. James Milton Waldron—
Negroes of national standing and
prommence-——had turned Demo-
cratic. Their object was to make
the Republican Party repentant.
These men had a vision of the rise
of a Radical Negro; they had
recognized the failure of the Re-
publican Party: they had not
caught the message of Socialism

-and they were still ruled by the

belief that the test of the political
progress of the Negroes was the
number of jobs he held. They
had not realized that out of
12,000,000 Negroes but a tiny
fraction could become job-hold-
ers. The wvalue of workmen’s
compensation legislation, widow’s
pensions, social insurance legisla-
tion, measures reducing the cost
of living, shortening hours of toil
and increasing the wages of the
masses, had escaped them.

In the Republican Party, Charles
W. Anderson, Ralph Tyler, W. T.
Vernon and W. H. Lewis are fig-
ures of national proportions.
These are men of the old school
who make much over what they
style as “playing the game of
politics,” which in other words
simply means getting next to
“campaign slush funds” and land-
ing a rubber stamp job. Their
positions rest upon their ability
to echo the will of the masters
through flamboyant oratory and
their unquestioning obedience to
the Republican machine.

Even the generous student of
politics cannot accord to them any
fundamental understanding of the
relation between politics and the
business of getting a living, the
social purpose and economic basis
of modern legislation and the sci-
entific methods of administrative
government.

They with the ward-heeler-poli-
tician identify their personal pros-
perity with that of the race and
insist that their holding of a gov-
ernment job is an unmistakable
sign of the Negroes’ political pro-
gress.

Negro leaders, generally, have
been creatures of the Republican
or Democratic parties, which hold,
them in leash and prevent them
from initiating anything funda-
mental in the interest of the
Negroes. This brings us to the
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Its editors are Chandler Owen and A. Philip Randolph — two young colored men
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alone accomplish anything for truth and righteousness in these chaotic days. I cannot refrain
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With all best wishes, I remain

Sincerely yours,
(Signed) JOIIN HAYNES HOLMES.
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cals as the MessENGER and the LIBERATOR to dare to speak out now when others grow silent and
submit to be muffled.”
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men, that makes its cornerstone the solidarity of labor, and the absolute need of the Negro’s
recognizing this solidarity. As a Socialist of many ycars standing, I have looked closely at the
young colored men and women, graduates from our colleges, hoping to find some of them
imbued with the revolutionary spirit. I have found a few, and I have been especially happy to
see, here in New York, two good socialists of college training who are giving up their
life to the spread of socialist thought.”
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consideration of the appointment
policy.
Influence of the Appointment
Policy

Aptly and truly too, has it been
said that the “power over a man’s
subsistence is the power over his
will” or expressed more popularly

“he who pays the fiddler will call -

the tune.”

Since Negro leaders have been
the appointees of the Republican
and Democratic bosses it is but
natural that they would obey the
voice of their masters. And the
Republican and Democratic boss-
es are servants of the employing
or capitalist class which thrives
upon low wages and high prices,
the ignorance and degradation of
the workers of which 12 per cent.
are Negroes.

This principal, however, of ap-
pointing members of the servant
class to positions in the govern-
ment or to places of race leader-
ship, has been uniformly adopted
by the ruling class in all parts of
the world. The social experience
is that a member of an oppressed
class, invested with power by the
master-class becomes the brutal
oppressor and exploiter of his
class. Note the vicious class of
foremen, headwaiters, who are re-
cruited from the working class.

Great Britain employs 250,000
natives of India to hold in subjec-
tion 300,000,000. She has also ap-
plied this same rule in Ireland and
successfully exploited these peo-
ples for 800 years.

Hence, it is apparent that the
Negro leaders, the hirelings of the
Republican and Democratic boss-
es who are in turn the agents of
anti-labor forces, are the worst
enemies of the race.

The Growth of the Movement for
Negro Elective Representation

The movement is conceived in
the idea that those whom the peo-
ple elect will represent them. But,
in the light of the history of gov-
ernment, it cannot logically be
maintained that all persons elect-
ed by the people will represent the
people. For instance, during the
Reconstruction period the Negro
office-holders and legislators, re-
presented the carpet-baggers and
not the people. Today, all legis-
lators are elected by the people
but the people suffer most from
poverty and ignorance, hence it
cannot be maintained that the
present government represents
the people, if by representation
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we mean the enactment of legis-
lation for the relief of human suf-
fering and the improvement of so-
cial conditions. The people elect
but the capitalists select.

There are three main conditions
to a representative’s representing
those by whom he is elected. First,
his chief interests must be identi-
cal with those by whom he is
elected; second, he must be the
member of a party organization
which is controlled by his constit-
uents; and, third, he must be suffi-
ciently intelligent to understand
his class interests.

To illustrate: If a real estate
owner is elected to the legislature
from a district composed largely
of working people, his tenants:
his chief interests would lie with
the members of his class—the real
estate owners and in opposition
to those who elected him—the
tenant-class. If a measure was
raised to abolish the “law of dis-
possess,” who would wonder as to
how the real estate owners would
vote, despite the fact, the measure
would be palpably in the interests
of those whom he was presumed
to represent.

Again, suppose the representa-
tive’s chief interests are identical
with those of his constituents, and
is also the member of a political
organization which is controlled
by forces which are opposed to
the chief interests of his district.
Is it not plain as to how he would
vote? The history of politics is
clear on this point. The lack of
regularity would result in his
political death. Note the fate of
Ex-Governor Sulzer of New York,
who opposed the Tammany ma-
chine which created him. Note
Roosevelt’s plight who bolted the
Republican machine in 1912.

Lastly, given that the two fore-
going conditions are satisfied, if
the representative was not suffi-
ciently intelligent he might be
used as the most effective oppo-
nent of his own and his constit-
uent’s interests.

Thus, it is apparent that the
election of a Negro by Negroes,
is not enough and does not guar-
antee Negroes, of whom 99 per
cent. are working people, that
their chief interests, as working
people, will be represented.

Just as the election of a wo-
man, by women does not guaran-
tee that their chief interests will
be represented.

Witness Jeannette Rankin, wo-

man representative from Mon-
tana, lining up with the Republi-
can and Democratic parties in un-
questioning support of the capital-
ists, despite the fact, women and
their children are the chief suffer-
ers from long hours and low
wages in factories and mines.

Witness the election of the

Negro Assemblyman, E. A. John-
son, from the 21st Assembly Dis-
trict of New York City. Intro-
ducing a bill to permit children of
the tender age of 12 when they
are out of school to be exploited at
work. Note, too, that he cited as
his main reason for his bill, the
recent exodus of Negroes from the
South and the likelihood of idle
Negro children getting into mis-
chief in the streets of New York.
This bill was condemned by the
educators and union leaders, on
the ground that children are in
need of play and recreation as
much as they are in need of book
learning. Work stunts the bodies
and arrests the mental growth of
children.
" Here, two facts are evident:
first, that the Assemblyman was
ignorant of the fundamental re-
creational and educational needs
of children; second, that he is part
of the Republican machine, which
represents the factories and can-
neries interests which makes
millions out of child labor. Here
then is the clear case of a Negro
being the father of a measure,
from which Negro children will
be the chief sufferers, being as
they are in more need of educa-
tion and wholesome recreation.

However, I might observe that
I am simply predicting of the
Negro representatives what is
true of all white representatives
of the capitalists parties, Republi-
can and Democratic.

Will the entrance of Negro
women into politics change the
general tenor of things? My
answer is no. The history of
women in public affairs, black and
white, warrant me in taking this
position. Their traditions, educa-
tion and environment, are similar
to those of the men and they may
be expected to follow the same
course of political thinking. They
will also be influenced by their
male companions.

However, I might observe here,
that Negro women, especially,
may profit from the political
blunders of Negro men. It is ad-
mitted by both white and black



that the Negro men have made a
mess of politics. It is further ad-
mitted that, during his entire
political career, he has been noth-
ing else but a Republican, so that
the logical deduction is that, to
follow in the course of the Negro
men is to make a similar mess of
politics.

The Rise of Political Radicalism
Among Negroes

The political Radicalism of the
Negro has been marked by three
definite movements: First, the
entrance of the Negro into the
Democratic Party; second, the
transition to the elective idea of
representation; third, and the
most fundamental and significant
of all is, the change from the old
parties to Socialism.

The last of these changes has
been the result of the rise of a new
type of leaders. The old Negro
leaders have had the intenttoserve
the interests of the Negroes, but
they have lacked the knowledge
as to how they could best serve
them. And it is recognized today
that the possession of an intent to
do good without the knowledge,
is more fatal than the possession
of knowledge without the intent.
To illustrate: History attests
that during the early Christian
era, Marcus Aurelius was the
most savage persecutor of the
Christians, yet he was one of the
most upright of men and it is
maintained that he persecuted
them on the ground that he was
saving them {rom the conse-
quences of their folly. His intent
was to do good. Even Protestant
historians accord to those who
maintained the Spanish Inquisi-
tion, honest intentions, while they
murdered, massacred and out-
raged the heretics of their day.
The suppression of free speech,
the freedom &f the press and the
lynching of Negroesand I. W. W.
are based upon the intent to sub-
serve the country’s interests. The
system which produces these con-
ditions, determines the social con-
sequences of the policies, adopted
by both good and bad men. Thus,
it is apparent that an individual’s
power to do social and personal
mischief is, in proportion to the
intensity of his belief in the right-
ness of his act and the absence
of knowledge as to its social con-
sequences. An ignorant man may
take Bicloride of mercury for
quinine; the result is death,
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though his intent and desire was
to live.

The Future of the Negro in
American Politics

Thus it is obvious that the hope
of the Negro lies, first in the de-
velopment of Negro leaders with
the knowledge of the science of
government and economics, scien-
tific history and sociology; and
second, in the relegation to the
political scrap heap, those Negro
leaders whose only qualifications
are the desire to lead and the in-
tent to do good. :

The old Negro leaders hav
been factors in producing and per-
petuating a patent contradiction
in American politics: the alliance
of a race of poverty, the Negro,
with a party of wealth, the Repub-
lican Party.

The Republican Party has been
the instrumentality in American
politics of abolishing agricultural
feudalism of the South for the es-
tablishment of industrial capital-
ism of the North. Industrial slav-
ery has been substituted for hu-
man slavery.

But how is the Negro to know
which party to support? Before
answering this question may I ob-
serve that a party is a body of
individuals who agree upon a
political program and who strive
to gain control of the government
in order to secure its adoption.
Its campaigns are made possible
by a fund created by those per-
sons who desire the adoption of
its program. It is natural and
plain, then that those who supply
the funds will control and direct
the party.

Now, it is a fact of common
knowledge that the Republican
and Democratic parties receive
their campaign funds from Rock-
efeller, Morgan, Schwab, Shonts,
Ryan, Armour and other capital-
ists. It is also a fact of common
knowledge, that the chief inter-
ests of these capitalists are: to
make large profits by employing
cheap labor and selling their
goods at high prices to the public.

Thus, since the chief interests
of the workers are more wages,
less work, cheaper food, clothing
and shelter, it is apparent that
their chief interests are opposed
to those of their employers—the
capitalists which are represented
by the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties.
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Now, since almost all Negroes
are workers, live on wages and
suffer from the high cost of food,
clothing and shelter, it is obvious
that the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties are opposed to their
interests.

But since neither the Repub-
lican and Democratic parties re-
present the Negroes’ interests, the
question logically arises as to
which party in American politics
does?

I maintain that since the So-
cialist Party is supported finan-
cially by working men and work-
ing women, and since its platform
is a demand for the abolition of
this class struggle between the
employer and the worker, by tak-
ing over and democratically man-
aging the sources and machinery
of wealth production and ex-
change, to be operated for social
service and not for private pro-
fits; and further, since the Social-
ist Party has always, both in the
United States and Europe, op-
posed all forms of race prejudice,
that the Negro should no longer
look upon voting the Republican
ticket, as accepting the lesser of
two evils, but that it is politically,
economically, historically and so-
cially logical and sound for him
to reject both evils, the Republi-
can and Democratic parties and
select a positive good—Socialism.

The Negro, like any other class,
should support that party which
represents his chief interests.
Who could imagine a brewer or
saloonkeeper supporting the Pro-
hibition party?

It is like an undertaker seeking
the adoption of a law, if possible,
to abolish death.

Such is not less ludicrous, how-
ever, than that of a Negro, living
in virtual poverty, children with-
out education, wife driven to the
kitchen or wash-tub: continually
dispossessed on account of high
rents, eating poor food on account
of high cost of food, working 10, 12
and 14 hours a day, and some-
times compelled to become syco-
phant and clownish for a favor, a
“tip,” supporting the party of
Rockefeller, the party of his em-
ployer, whose chief interests are
to overwork and underpay him.
Let us abolish these contradic-
tions and support our logical
party—the Socialist Party,



22

THE MESSENGER

Socialism The Negroes’ Hope

It is a regrettable and discon-
certing anomaly that, despite their
situation as the economic, politi-
cal and social door mat of the
world, Negroes do not embrace
the philosophy of socialism, and in
greater numbers than they now
do. It is an anomaly because it
is reasonable to expect those who
are lowest down to be the ones
who would most quickly compre-
hend the need for a change in
their status and welcome any doc-
trine which holds forth any hope
of human elevation. In matters
of religion they respond and react
logically and naturally enough,
for to them, the religion of Christ,
the lowly Nazarene, brings defi-
nite assurance of surcease from
earthly pains and the hope of ce-
lestial readjustment of mundane
equalities. Their acceptance of
the Christian religion with its
present day emphasis upon an
after-life enjoyment of the good
things denied them on the earth
is conclusive proof of their dis-
satisfaction with their present lot,
and is an earnest of their sus-
ceptibility to Socialism, which in-
tends to do for human beings
what Christianity promises to do
for them in less material regions.

That they and all oppressed
dark peoples will be the greatest
beneficiaries in a socialist world
has not been sufficiently empha-
sized by Socialist propaganda
among Negroes.

Perhaps this is not clearly un-
derstood, but a little examination
of the facts will prove this to be
the case.

Throughout the world Negroes
occupy a position of absolute in-
feriority to the white race. This
is true whether they are black
Frenchmen, black Englishmen,
black Belgians or black Ameri-
cans.

As between themselves and the
masses of white proletarians their
lives are more circumscribed,
their ambitions more limited and
their opportunities for the enjoy-
ment of liberty and happiness
more restricted. White working-
men of England who are Social-
ists are immeasurably the political
and social superiors of the average
Negro in the West Indies or Afri-

By W. A. Dominco
Editor of the Negro World

ca; white workingmen of France,
who are Socialists are unquestion-
ably the political and social super-
iors of Senegalese and Madagas-
can Negroes; white workingmen
of the United States who are So-
cialists are indisputably the social
and political superiors of the
millions of Negroes below the
Mason and Dixon line; yet de-
spite their relative and absolute
superiority these white workers
are fighting for a world freed from
oppression and  exploitation,
whilst Negroes who are oppressed
cling to past and present economic
ideals with the desperation of a
drowning man.

Socialism as an economic doc-
trine is merely the pure Christian-
ity preached by Jesus, and prac-
ticed by the early Christians
adapted to the more complex con-
ditions of modern life. It makes
no distinction as to race, national-
ity or creed, but like Jesus it says
“Come unto me all ye who are
weary and heavy laden and I will
give you rest.” It is to procure
that rest that millions of op-
pressed peoples are flocking to the
scarlet banner of international So-
cialism. -

So far, although having greater
nced for its equalizing principles
than white workingmen, Negroes
have been slow to realize what has
already dawned upon nearly
every other oppressed people:
That Socialism is their only hope.

The 384,000,000 natives of India
groaning under the exploitation
of the handful of English manu-
facturers, merchants and officials
who profit out of their labor are
turning from Lloyd George and
the capitalistic Liberal Party to
Robert Smillie, the Socialist and
the Independent L.abor Party. The
4,000,000 Irish who suffer national
strangulation at the hands of
British industrialists and militar-
ists have turned to the Socialists
of England for relief besides be-
coming Socialists themselves. The
Egyptians who are of Negro ad-
mixture being convinced that
their only hope for freedom from
British exploitation is in interna-
tional Socialism are uniting forces
with British Socialists and organ-

ized labor. In fact, every op-
pressed group of the world is to-
day turning from Clemenceauy,
Lloyd George and Wilson to the
citadel of Socialism, Moscow. In
this they are all in advance of
Western Negroes with the excep-
tion of little groups in the United
States and a relatively well-organ-
ized group in the Island of Trini-
dad, British West Indies.

Because of ignorant and un-
scrupulous leadership, Negroes
are influenced to give their sup-
port to those institutions which
oppress them, but if they would
only do a little independent think-
ing without the aid of preacher,
politician- or press they would
quickly realize that the very men
like Thomas Dixon, author of
“The Clansman,” Senators Hoke
Smith of Georgia and Overman of
North Carolina, who are fighting
Socialism or as they maliciously
callit Bolshevism,arethesamemen
who exhaust every unfair means
to villify, oppress and oppose
Negroes. If anything should com-
mend Socialism to Negroes, no-
thing can do so more eloquently
than the attitude and opinions of
its most influential opponents to-
ward people who are not white.

On the other hand, the fore-
most exponents of Socialism in
Europe and America are charac-
terized by the broadness of their
vision towards all oppressed hu-
manity. It was the Socialist Ven-
dervelde of Belgium, who pro-
tested against the Congo atroci-
ties practiced upon Negroes; it
was the late Keir Hardie and
Philip Snowdon of England, who
condemned British rule in Egypt;
and in the United States it was
the Socialist, Eugene V. Debs, who
refused to speak in Southern halls
from which Negroes were ex-
cluded. Today, it is the revolu-
tionary Socialist, Lenin, who
analyzed the infamous League of
Nations and exposed its true char-
acter; it is he as leader of the
Communist Congress at Moscow,
who sent out the proclamation:
“Slaves of the colonies in Africa
and Asia! The hour of proletarian
dictatorship in Europe will be the
hour of your release!”
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Dow, Jones & Co. who function
before the American public as the
preservatives of Wall Street in-
terests and the special adjusters
of capitalistic plunder, discover-
ing, in the individual liberty of
choosing or refusing employment
to one’s personal advantage, and
in the right of strike and mass ac-
tion, the impending destruction of
this autocratic and supercilious
power they represent, made, in
their news issue of April 16th, the
vicious suggestion and insidious
counsel of “enforceable legislation
that will make the engineer at the
locomotive throttle and the telephone
employee at the switchboard neces-
sary parts of our national defense
and subject to'the same rules as other
organized bodies set in the national
defense lines.”

That is an adroit and cryptic
expression of a plain, but well
rooted and resolute propaganda
which the artful Wall Street
sharks thoroughly understand,
and fully aim to put into effect.

The initiate well understand
this daring and villainous scheme
and will leave no effort untried to
translate this “desideratum” into
operative and irresistible fact.
The point of extraordinary won-
der, however, is not the inhuman
design of these heartless exploit-
ers of their fellow men, but the
pitiful, almost disgusting, blind-
ness of the working class men and
women who fail to discover, with
all the means of enlightenment at
hand, that they are the marked
victims of the predatory ends of
these evil geniuses.

The New York Call, in com-
menting upon this Dow, Jones &
Co. vision of the capitalistic ras-
cality and plunder, states the in-
wardness of the plot in plain,
straightforward English which
the most unsophisticated should
not fail to grasp and appreciate to
his enduring advantage; “In plain
words this means that, while plu-
tocracy does not believe in gov-
ernment ownership of things, it
does believe in government own-
ership of people, and that it looks
for and will strive to bring about
slavery under government con-
trol.”

The people whose labor of hand
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and brain produces the wealth of
the world are to be subjected to
the whims, wiles, avarice and
cunning of the privileged few
—the favored rich—and forfeit
their freedom, that the certainty
of profits to indolent wealth,
through their toil and struggle, be
not jeopardized or curtailed in the
least degree.

Under the régime of chattel
slavery, in this country, in Europe
and in all countries, in the days
that are past, the state legalized
the institution, and safeguarded
the “master” in her “property
rights” ; but according to the new
device of Dow, Jones & Co., and
the whole crowd of banditti whom
they represent, the state is to en-
slave the worker, and annul com-
pletely his divine right of self-de-
termination.

The very idea of slavery is hell-
ish, but when the enslaved or im-
prisoned was brutalized by an in-
dividual tyrant he could entertain
a hope, however small, of smash-
ing his trammels and making his
way to liberty, or again, of treat-
ing his captor in heroic style, but
when the state assumes to subject
men to the degradation of thral-
dom, we shall look for a return of
the days of despair when men
were wont to read: “Ye who en-
ter here leave hope behind.”

The engineer at the throttle of
the locomotive and the telephone
girl at the switchboard are but ex-
ponents of an innumerable army
of wage workers who are to be
reduced to the low mechanism of
government automatons. Person-
ality is swept into the abyss of
nonentity, and men who labor,
and freemen, all, are to be sub-
jected to the degrading depths of
Tennyson’s Light Brigade:

“Theirs not to make reply
Theirs not to reason why
Theirs but to do and die.”

When the blood of the tele-
phone girl begins to throb with
personal dignity, and she becomes
conscious of a growing strength,
and, consequently, begins to “dic-
tate,” individually, through mass
action or collective bargaining,
something of her wages and con-
ditions of labor, as we recently
saw in the Boston strike, she is to
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be lashed back into line, as any
recalcitrant slave that resented a
master’s law ; or suffer as any sol-
dier charged with insubordination
or dereliction would suffer the
dreadful and inexorable sentence
of the court-martial. The soldier
is a piece of governmental mech-
anism adjusted to the machinery
of which he is a part, and as part
of such machinery he is totally
hereft of self-direction—a.slave of
the state. Unto this condition of
bestial degradation the workers in
field and factory, in mine and lum-
ber camp, in counting house and
public mart, are to be brought
for the benefit of society.

Teachers in the public school
system are given to understand
when asked by their pupils a ques-
tion of vital force or a matter of
current happening, for an answer
they should consult the mental
frame of the Board of Education,
or the hysterical mind of the pop-
ulace, not their own knowledge,
understanding or mature opinion.
A forfeiture of personality is a
prerequisite for teachship in the
schools of New York, and as New
York leads the way, how long will
it be before we may look confi-
dently to the day when such will
be the status quo throughout the
length and breadth of the land?

The sacredness of “property”—
the possessions of the malefactors
of great wealth (thanks to Mr.
Roosevelt for the origination of
the trenchant phrase); the prop-
erty of those who “devour wid-
ows’ houses” (Matt. xxiii:l14);
“who turn aside the needy from
judgment, and take away the
right from the poor of my people,
that widows may be their prey,
and that they may rob the father-
less” (Is. x:2)—the sacredness of
that property must stand invio-
late and inviolable, while human
life, where the fortunes of the
plunderers of the people are in
jeopardy, or the license of their
exploitations is threatened, is a
mere bagatelle—dross of the earth
or pawn to be offered in sacrifice
upon the field of contest in the
service of the “king”—the soul-
less masters of industry and
finance.

Do the working people under-






Negro patriotism was thus
turned from a means into an end.
The Negro had been beguiled into
thinking that he would gain some
great benefit from the war. The
United States government em-
ployed certain of his leaders to
tell him so. A few thoughtful
Negro soldiers who had had mis-
givings from the outset attempted
to turn the docility of the mass
into constructive backbone. But
they were afraid to assert them-
selves. Negro officers were mak-
ing higher salaries in the army
than in civil life. They feared
military authority. Except in a
few sporadic instances, their inner
feelings were wilfully subdued.
There was no semblance of propa-
ganda among Negro American
troops before their departure for
France. They failed to appreciate
the value of this highly legitimate
weapon from either within or
without, offensively or defens-
ively.

The Negro experienced a new
sense of values in France. No
part or parcel of these states
offers the freedom and liberty of
the French Republic. The Amer-
icans had hardly arrived overseas
before they got actively trans-
planted in that fair country, their
brand of prejudice. The Amer-
ican Army acquiesced and deli-
berately carried on through offi-
cial channels and otherwise many
flagrant discriminations.  The
white American began such a per-
nicious campaign of gossip that
the Afro-American soon learned
to regard it as proof positive that
the visit of any white American
to a vicinity meant the sowing
of tares in a wheat field. At Re-
genville in the Vosges, where a
battalion of the 367th Infantry
was billeted in July, 1918, a
French interpreter spent a large
portion of his time in telling the
once kindly disposed civilian pop-
ulation that Negroes were of a
very inferior social status. He
was carrying out a general order
instigated by the Americans.
White soldiers circulated the in-
formation that Negroes had tails
like our anthropoid ancestors. At
Revigny in September, 1918, some
Negro soldiers came across the
first Foyer du Soldat where there
was segregation. Madam..............
stated that she had been told to
place the colored diners in one
room and the white in the other
by order of the white American
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town mayor. Near Pont-a-Mous-
son, in October, November, 1918,
there were several colored pioneer
regiments officered by white men.
These officers used anti-race
propaganda on their colored
troops by telling them that Negro
officers were no good but that
they (the pioneer infantrymen)
were much more superior because
they were officered by themselves.
Soldiers of these regiments have
testified that their white officers,
to prove their points, as they did
all through France and the United
States, grossly exaggerated slight
errors and breaks in morale made
by 368th and 366th Infantries on
battlefield. An analysis of propa-
ganda carried on by white Ameri-
cans in France would show that it
had its roots in American preju-
dice, that the general rule of social
equality in France stimulated that
prejudice, and that the white
American feared that the Negro
would gain too much benefit and
credit from his mission abroad.
The most destructive propaganda
of all was that set in motion by
the white regular army officer to
discredit the Negro officer and
keep him out of the peace time
army. Other officers said that
Negroes were by nature rapists.
A feeble and indefinite propa-
ganda did spring up among the
Negro soldiers in France. In that
democratic clime they found
themselves. They felt better
within themselves because they
were fighting for France and for
their race rather than for a flag
which had no meaning. On one
hot day in September, 1918, the
Germans sent over at Mere Henri
gas shell letters addressed to col-
ored Americans. They clearly
and truthfully analyzed race con-
ditions in America and asked the
Negro the why and wherefore of
his making the supreme sacrifice
for Wall Street. This piece of
propaganda gave many a man a
less content thought. A strange
anomaly which helped the Ameri-
can Negro to think in larger
terms was that while abroad he
became associated with the only
class of persons who recognized
him as an American citizen, those
foreigners who had never been to
the United States. During Amer-
ica’s part in the war, the German
government systematically en-
lightened their soldiers and civil-
tans as to lynching, Jim-Crowism
and Negro proscription in the
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United States. Germans felt like
Americans do about pogroms in
Russia or massacres in America,
and were surprised at the blind
loyalty of the colored soldiers. The
Frenchman was a IFrenchman, the
Englishman an Englishman, but
the white American was presump-
tively a “peck.” Moton and Du
Bois came to France. Moton at-
tempted to palliate the unrest
among the soldiers and to prepare
them for their homecoming, but
his methods were poor and his
statements often misrepresenta-
tions. That Moton did more
harm than good—is to put it mild-
ly. Du Bois worked in a narrow,
intellectual circle only.

Constructive propaganda could
have been used by the Negro to
a great advantage in the world-
wide conflict. It may be used
even yet. As the situation now
stands, the Negro, American or
African, will get out of this war
less than he put into it. The na-
tions are parcelling out Africa in
as greedy a fashion as ever before.
The American Negro has gained
nothing but a glimpse at French
democracy and a new but slight
appreciation of values. The new
politics means the accomplish-
ment of certain ends. No intelli-
gent American Negro is willing
to lay down his life for the United
States as it now exists. Should
another war break out and he had
the option after a balancing of in-
terests he would no doubt cast his
lot with this country again. But
ere he does that, let him hesitate
like the Irish before he follows
the way of blind patriotism as he
did in 1917. Let him not so
thoughtlessly part with his men
and his Liberty Bonds until this
country can insure him an oppor-
tunity to develop his best capa-
cities. The concensus of opinion
among thinking colored people is
that the war ended too soon.
They believe that the American
Negro would have gotten a status
had America been chastised more
severely. Indeed they feel to-
ward America much like they feel
toward Belgium for her misdeeds
in the Congo. There has been a
recent discussion among political
students as to which is of the
greatest political concern: the hid-
den motives or the overt acts of
men. The new Negro has the
hidden motive. He must propa-
gate the overt act.



26

Follow your leader but watch him
close—the moment he turns treacher-
ous, a platroon or a marketable com-
modity, cast him on the scrap heap
and let him rot.

* * - -

Paternalism and patriotism are
reciprocaland interdependable:
whence, then, the duty of patriotism
where there is no sense of paternal-
ism?

“Radical within the law” is a new
phrase. Well, anybody can make
sure his “Radicalism” is tame enough
to save his hide from harm.

THE MESSENGER

Mill Grindings

A home coming soldier delights in
a welcome, but his greater wish is
remunerative employment: he will
also find it more beneficial.
L * * *

Non-arrest is no proof that those
sensible of wrong have not vigorously
combatted the wrong, though speech
or act led not to the toils of the law.

- b L *

One does not have to play the
traitor to show his condemnation of
iniquitous conditions he is forced to
suffer.

* * -+ »*

One does not have to play the plat-
roon to forestall the charge of nurtur-
ing treachery.

Who honestly and sincerely pro-
tests against injustice and wrong is
little concerned whether he appear
treacherous or not.

- * - *

Who puts a quietous upon the
wrongs he suffers to support and ap-
pease his heartless oppressors is a
miserable spectacle lamenting the de-
nial of the good he has no ground to
expect.

“Radical grafters,” cries the phony
sage, “‘not one of them can prove his
hands are clean!” Yes, but it is only
a fool or a knave who would impose
on a man the task of proving a nega-
tive.

Next Month’s Messenger
will be HOTTER than
RED-HOT

ON JULY 21st :

IT WIIL BE OUT

33,000

Jfor
August

And will feature these Articles:

1. AN OPEN LETTER TO NEGROES OF U. S. ON THE
IMMEDIATE PROGRAM FOR THE ABOLITION OF
LYNCHING.

2. THE FAILURE OF THE NEGRO CHURCH.
3. THE NEGRO RADICALS.

Including a discussion of the Economic, Political and
Social policies of W. E. B. Du Bois, James W. Johnson, William
Pickens, William Monroe Trotter, Kelly Miller, Archibald
Grimke, and George Frazier Miller.

As IT was, Is,

MARRIAGE 2500005

BE. By Annie Besant. A new edition of
that intensly interesting Brochure, 25c.
A few copies of the Scarlet Review No. 1,
25c¢. each. Raymers’s Old Book Store
1330 First Avenue, Seattle, Washington

If you want for self or

RED HO friends a paper that com-
bats all reli- AGNOSTIG send s1.00

gious dogma.

for each subscriber and get the hottest

paper published. Samples. four different,
10 cents. Not Free.

CR . B1330 1 ve.
Senttie VCIBLE: B utes PAPER

THE STENOGRAPHERS' INSTITUTE
1227 S. 17th St. Philadelphia, Pa.
Shorthand Typewriting Bookkeeping
3 Month and 8 Month Courses
Job work—let us typewrite and multi-
graph your letters. One, or several
thousand, is easy for us. We dupli-
cate hand writings and drawings.
EDWARD T. DUNCAN, Pres.
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in the world, published by Negroes.
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Study Socialism

This Summer

Three terms of two weeks—July 7th
to August 16th. Twenty-six separate
courses. Prominent instructors. Ask
for Folder 110 a.

I. Socialism

II. Public Speaking

JII. Socialist Party Organization

IV. Literature and Life

V. Science and Society

VI. Music and Life

VII. Contemporary Economic Prob-
lems

VIII. History of Socialism

IX. Interpretation of Social Statis-
tics

SOME OF THE INSTRUCTORS

Scott Nearing, Dr. H. W. L. Dana,
Algernon Lee, Alexander Trachten-
berg, David P. Berenberg and others.

Study Socialism by Mail

through the Rand School Correspond-
ence Courses. Courses by Scott Near-
ing, Algernon Lee, D. P. Berenberg
and others. Ask for Folder 205.

Rand School of Social Science
7 East 15th Street, New York City

cxﬂ*ways Mention
The MESSENGER

Call Off Your Dogs of War

Ho! Uncle Sam! O! Uncle Sam!
Call off your dogs of war!
We do not like the gang you're
with,
Nor what they’re fighting for!
You took our boys to fight the
Huns,
A job that fate decreed;
But we object to helping those
Who make poor Russia bleed!

* * *

O, Uncle Sam! ’Tis shame we feel
To think you’ve sunk so low,
That you would help those ty-
rants forge
More chains to bind in foe
Those Russian slaves who burst
their bonds,
To stand up proud and free;
And who demanded but their

rights
And well earned liberty.
* * *

Now Uncle Sam, this our demand,
Call off your dogs of war!

No longer smear our flag with
blood
In strife that we abhor.
Let FREEDOM now her colors
wave
O’er Russia’s broad expanse;
No more assist who fights to
check
Her liberty’s advance.

—Bertuccio Dantino.

2 HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED ?

Mention The Messenger
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The Alleged And The Real Moens’ Case

Professor Moens, the alleged
anthropologist was introduced to
Negro society by Negro leaders
in New York and in Washington.
In New York he was vouched for
and sponsored for by the Negro
leaders of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Col-
ored People and by those of the
National Urban League. Wined
and dined and routed through
Negro society in New York at the
behest of the Negro leaders, after
a brief sojourn there, he left for
Washington with letters of intro-
duction from Dr. W. E. B. Du
Bois to Prof. Kelly Miller. He
was escorted around and intro-
duced to the colored people there;
some of the best known colored
families entertained him. He was
introduced as a professor, and be-
gan his racial propaganda by tell-
ing the colored people that he pro-
posed to show that white people
had as much blood in them as
colored people. According to the
“Eagle” he was royally enter-
tained at the home of Henry E.
Baker, formerly secretary of the
defunct Colored Building Associ-
ation. Among those present at
this great social function were Dr.
George W. Cabaniss, William
H. Harris, Rev. F. 1. A. Bennett,
Professor Kelly Miller, Robert A.
Petham and: others.

Here he established his studio
and social connections and se-
eured some of the most prominent
Negroes of the female sex to form
liaisons with likely subjects for
his pretended anthropological in-
vestigations. Photographs of nice
looking colored girls were made,
some of them nude, or partly
nude, and revealing unseemly and
obscene relations. These photos
were eventually detected and put
into the hands of the department
of Justice, which facts resulted in
the indictment of the alleged Pro-
fessor Moens and his consequent
conviction.

The facts brought out in the
trial, however, were so revolting
that the masses of the people were
not appeased merely by his con-
viction, but sought to remove
what they called the deeper causes
of the Moens’ episode and any
participants or accomplices in his
crime. Their efforts took definite
organization and form in what is

known as the Parents’ League.
The Parents’ League adopted a
program—an immediate program.
~ First, it decided to force out of
the Dunbar High School the al-
leged chief assistant of Prof.
Moens — Miss Charlotte Hunter,
who resigned shortly after the ex-
posures at the trial of Moens In
response to the parents picketing
the Dunbar High School.

Second, the Parents’ League
proposes to force out Roscoe C.
Bruce, the colored assistant super-
intendent of the Washington, D.
C. public schools, whom they
maintained to be incompetent, not
of the proper character and in-
clined towards favoritism in selec-
tion of teachers.

Third, the Parents’ League pro-
poses to expose the so-called
“higher-up teachers” whose pic-
tures, it is alleged, were withheld
by “pull.”

This is a brief descriptive state-
ment of the Moens’ case and the
program of the Parents’ League.

THE REAL MOENS CASE

The editors of the MESSENGER
have made a painstaking study of
the Moens case and we find a
difference in the real Moens case
and the commonly accepted- Mo-
ens case. The Moens case is but
the culmination of factors whose
roots reached back into problems
before the advent of Moens.
These factors are economic, psy-
chic and social.

The immediate economic fac-
tors are the payment of money
and fees to the subjects of his
pretended inyestigation. The de-
sire of girls to satisfy their vanity
led them to accept offers of money
to pose nude or otherwise. This
is caused by the inadequate wage
earned by the average Negro fam-
ily and Negro girl. The same
thing will and does happen to
white girls in similar economic
conditions. This fact is recog-
nized nationally, and the meeting
of the evil is attempted by Con-
gress in its enactment of the
Mann White Slave Law. Girls
want dress, style and fashion
they see others possess, and in the

absence of other means, they will

adopt any means to secure same—
to secure the means by which to
satisfy' their desires. All girls will

do this, white or colored. The
fault does not lie in the girls, but
in the social system.

In response to this, some may
answer that some of the teachers
alleged to have assisted Prof.
Moens held good positions,
possessed properties and were
not compelled to resort to the
business of securing girls for him.
But the answer is that the econo-
mic stimulus is often very strong
even with people who possess
property. The more they have,
the more they want, and the fact
that they were teaching school is
evidence that they did desire more
money and were working to se-
cure it.

There are also certain definite
and powerful psychic factors
which act as contributory causes
in this affair. First there is flat-
tery and female conceit. Moens
selected comely, beautiful and at-
tractive types of girls. He flat-
tered their vanity and appealed to
their conceit. All people have
conceit, but women have, by vir-
tue of their environment, tradi-
tions and conventions, more con-
ceit than the far too conceited
male sex.

A second psychological factor
is slave psychology. This is a
tendency of a race which ‘is
dubbed inferior to feel especially
honored by the praise or the asso-
ciation of the alleged superior
race. This is true of both sexes
of the alleged inferior race when
its members come in contact with
the alleged superior race; and it
is especially true of the females
of the race alleged to be inferior,
an evidence of which is given in
the fact that the amalgamation
of the Negro and white races,
which has produced over 4,000,000
mulattoes in the United States has
been almost wholly the result of
the association of white males
with colored females.

A third psychological factor is
novelty. Prohibition of an act
creates the desire to perform that
act. In the United States we have
laws, written or unwritten, which
almost wholly prohibit the inter-
marriage and association of the
races. In the South we see it
in the Jim-crow car, separate
schools, segregation in places of
public  accommodation, laws



against intermarriage and the
prohibition against Negroes hav-
ing access to such public places as
hotels, theatres, etc., provided for
whites. We don’t have such writ-
ten laws in the North, East and
West, but conventions and cus-
toms produce almost the same re-
sult so far as the contact of races
is concerned. Negroes cannot get
orchestra tickets in theatres in the
North, even though Civil Rights
laws prohibit and penalize such
denials. Most large restaurants
in the North will not serve
Negroes any more readily than
they will in the South. Hotel ac-
commodations can be secured
about as easily in Pensacola, Fla,,
as they can in Philadelphia, Pa.
At dances, public baths, parks and
places of general recreation, there
is little or no contact between
Negroes and whites even though
they secure admission to the pub-
lic convenience. All of this cre-
ates a prurient and tingling desire
to secure the thing which is cus-
tomarily denied. The very novelty
of it is the most compelling force
of attraction. The human mind
is given to experiments. More-
over, the intensity of desire upon
experiment is increased by the
fact that the experiment desired is
denied by the enemy of the pros-
pective experimenter. Therefore,
it is perfectly natural for a colored
girl to be overwhelmed with this
species of sex novelty, just as it
would be perfectly natural for
white girls to be overwhelmed by
the novelty of contact with col-
ored men.

Fourth, color and form are
recognized attributes of beauty.
And under our present capitalist
conception, fairness in skin color
has long been considered more
beautiful than darker skin color
as well as a mark of the leisure
class. This spirit is instilled by
every force of capitalist society.
A Negro child is first presented
with a picture of a white Christ.
He only sees white characters in
the moving pictures. He is
taught to honor and celebrate the
life of Washington and Lincoln.
He reads books that display and
depict the glories of white men
only. He knows nothing about
such fine Negro characters as Nat
Turner, Denmark Vesey, Gabriel,
Toussaint L’Overture and Dessa-
lines. Immediately a Negro child
is born, a white doll is placed into
its arms and it is taught to fondle
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and coddle it, to deify its blue eyes
and to worship its flaxen hair. It
is perfectly natural therefore that
having seen their parents care-
fully select their toy babies for
them and all of them being white
the girls would judge that their
parents had selected the best
thing for them. So the psycho-
logy of emulating color and hair
of white peoples or worshipping
all their qualities, early formed
by colored children in general and
girls in particular, is the fault of
Negro parents themselves. Con-
sequently, when a white man, who
has been entertained and intro-
duced into Negro society by the
most prominent Negro leaders
tells a colored girl that she has a
beautiful form, a pretty face and
white blood in her veins, it is not
reasonable to expect her to be
able to resist the flattery which al-
leged Negro scholars have not
been able to resist.

Fifth, all people like exclusive-
ness in possessing desirable and
laudable things. For instance, no
one wants to be the only fool or
the only criminal in a place, but
he considers it an honor to be
called the only composer, the only
artist, the most beautiful girl in
a city. It satisfies what Prof.
William James of Harvard Uni-
versity calls “the social me.” All
persons like to be such exceptions.

The social factors in the Moens
case are, first, the morals of chil-
dren. It is unquestionably neces-
sary to surround the growing
child, whose mind is impression-
able, with an environment which
is wholesome and clean—an at-
mosphere of decency.

Second, the character of the
school heads is important because
the child has a strong imitative
instinct and the persons who are
placed before children should be
characters who are worthy of
emulation. They should teach by
precept and example.

Third, it is charged that favorit-
ism obtains in the Washington
schools. If this is true, it will
continue so long as the school
heads are not responsible to the
people whom they are supposed to
serve.

Fourth, the most important so-
cial factor which we have discov-
ered is the social caste. The
truth is, that the chief fight in
Washington is waged around this
question. An examination will
reveal that the teachers constitute
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what in Europe would be called
“the intelligentsia” who live upon
the bourgeoisie, and who would
be known among Negroes as
quasi bourgeoisie. They receive
higher wages than the average
parent. They work shorter hours.
Their work is less laborious and
they have more leisure for recrea-
tion and education. This creates
a psychology of superiority both
in the teachers themselves and in
the parents whose children they
teach. But with the present trend
of DBolshevism and democratic
urge, any slight suggestion of
superiority is immediately met
with resentment and indignation
from the masses, whether that
suggestion grows out of the very
condition itself or is heralded by
others. This is the tendency of
the world mind at the present
time. In Europe, caste is being
overthrown. In Russia the Ro-
manoffs have gone. In Austria
the Hapsburgs have been ex-
pelled. In Germany the Hohen-
zollerns are in exile. Those rulers
are truly men without a country.
The same spirit is shaking the
whole world. Every nationality,
every race, every class and people
is responding to it. It could be no
different with Negroes, and here
in Washington where the spirit
has long been smouldering and
the magazine loaded, only a spark
was awaited to set off the explo-
sion. The Moens case supplied
that spark.

The fifth factor in the real
Moens case, is Negro leadership.
The editors of the MESSENGER met
Moens in 1914 in New York City.
He was being wined and dined by
New York society, coddled, dei-
fied and apotheosized by the
heads of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People and the National Urban
League. He was being intro-
duced by the Negro leaders as an
anthropologist. When we met
him we talked to him for about
five minutes and then we immedi-
ately stepped aside and stated
that Moens was a fraud. He
knew nothing of sociology or eco-
nomics, of biology or anthropo-
logy. We wondered then how
Dr. Du Bois, who claims to be a
sociologist himself, could be so
gullible, credulous and easily de-
ceived by such a palpable charla-
tan, quack and fake. We began
to tell others that Moens was a
fraud, the names of which notable
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persons and witnesses may be se-
cured from us upon the asking.
The heads of the N. A. A. C. I
and the National Urban League
thought that we were entirely too
critical and presumptuous in crit-
icising this psuedo scientific faker.
But it needs simply to be ob-
served here that the only reason
why any scholar could be deceived
by Moens was because he had no
knowledge of the fundamental
principles of anthropology and so-
ciology, or that he was under the
influence of slave psychology.
The head of a family is respon-
sible for those whom he intro-
duces to his family. He is sup-
posed to exercise judgment,
choice and selection of persons so
introduced. The same is true of
a leader, white or black. He
ought to introduce only genuine
products to Negro society, and if
he has no knowledge of the pro-
duct he should refrain from taking
a favorable position on the same
until he secures the requisite in-
formation. Hence, it is not the
colored girls in the schools in
Washington who are chiefly re-
sponsible for Moens’ sinuous pen-
etration into their social life, but
the responsibility of the Negro
leaders generally and especially
the fault of Du Bois and Kelly
Miller, alleged professors of soci-
ology in leading Negro colleges
and who vouched for the genuine-
ness of Moens’ science and the
salutariness of his association in
Negro society. This is undeni-
able.

A word next on anthropology
and biology in connection with
the Moens case. In Moens’ testi-
mony, the facts were brought out
that he had no male specimens at
all, and only light complexioned
and beautiful colored girls for his
pretented study. An anthropolo-
gist though would be interested in
all sexes, and in all types, regard-
less of complexion, form or hair.
The testimony further revealed
that Moens confined his examina-
tion to the genital organs and in-
sisted upon kissing all over the
body as being most effective in
intensifying the passions. This
too, has no scientific sanction
since the most important organs
to be examined by an anthropolo-
gist are the head and the gums,
and this is only elementary. With
respect to sex effects and intensi-
fying the passions, there are what
are known as rectile tissues (the
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tissues which are subject to sex
passion) which while distributed
all over the body are highly local-
ized in certain points such as the
lips, the mammary glands, the
tongue, the neck and of course the
genital organs. This explains
why people kiss each others’ lips
instead of their feet or backs or
legs.

Lastly, we are confronted with
the methods to be adopted in deal-
ing with the problems out of
which the Moens case has grown.
As usual the first remedy and the
most important one too, is econo-
mic. The school system would be
greatly improved by making equal
appropriation for all children
white or black. At the present
time, the children of Washington
constitute 31 per cent. of the
school attendance, but only 10
per cent. of the school appropria-
tion for equipment is expended on
colored children. Parents should
demand equal expenditure. This is
fundamental.

Miss Nannie H. Burroughs, in
an open letter speaking on the
Moens case states that “The par-
ents want a man with red blood
in his veins, whose spirit will send
new life to the very finger tips
of the school system, and the
teachers will shake off the fear
under which they live and work,
year in and year out. The teach-
ers are dumb, because they are
conscious that the sword of
Damocles hangs over their heads
and that blind favoritism, like the
iron flail of Talus, crushes all
freedom of speech. Teachers get
into their little grooves and are
afraid to breathe. No teacher,
however competent, can do best
under such conditions. The peo-
ple have decided to see that the
whole system is not developed in-
to a group of spinelsss syco-
phants.”

But the MESSENGER would note
that this is a superficial observa-
tion. The sword of Damocles

"does not only hang over the head

of the teachers. It hangs more
sharply and eminently over the
head of Roscoe C. Bruce and his
white superior. THE CAPITAL
TRACTION COMPANY in
Washington, dominates the policy
of the Board of Education. Bruce
could not change the system if he
desired to. And any other man
put in Bruce’s place will have to
act just as Bruce acts. The sys-
tem controls the superintendent

and not the superintendent the
system. We are not making any
defense for Mr. Bruce; we are
simply explaining the system un-
der which he works. The editors
have never seen Mr. Bruce and
know nothing of him personally.
What we want the parents to do,
is to change the system so that
they can regulate the schools
themselves.

But the question naturally
arises as to how this is to be done.
This involves political methods.
The first of these is to get the
vote. The people of the District
of Columbia, should control their
institutions and laws just as the
people of any other state. There
is no reason why Congress, which
is composed of representatives
from every section except Wash-
ington, D. C. should make laws
for and govern the District of
Columbia. On the contrary,
there is every reason why Con-
gress should not govern Wash-
ington. The representatives don’t
live there. Most of them have no
property there. And above all,
their constituents don’t live in
Washington. They are not re-
sponsible to any of the people
whom they are governing in
Washington. They are not elected
by the people of the District of
Columbia and they cannot be re-
moved by the people of the Dis-
trict, however unsatisfactory their
administration may be. Hence,
the first step is to enfranchise the
people of Washington.

Second, when the people of
Washington get the vote, they
must select and elect the School
Board. This would make the
School Board responsible to the
people, so that whenever a Super-
intendent failed to do the will of
the people, the Board would re-
move him or face a peril of being
removed themselves.

Third, educational - methods
must be changed. The curriculum
or what is being taught in the
schools must be reorganized and
reconstructed. Science should be
taught on a large scale. Sex
hygiene, scientifically taught,
would have enabled any child
twelve years of age to have known
that Moens was a fraud. Again
real history must be taught—his-
tory of everybody. You cannot
continue to teach children only of
the virtues of white men, and
only of the slavery of Negroes
and then expect them not to feel



30

persons and witnesses may be se-
cured from us upon the asking.
The heads of the N. A. A. C. I
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ing with the problems out of
which the Moens case has grown.
As usual the first remedy and the
most important one too, is econo-
mic. The school system would be
greatly improved by making equal
appropriation for all children
white or black. At the present
time, the children of Washington
constitute 31 per cent. of the
school attendance, but only 10
per cent. of the school appropria-
tion for equipment is expended on
colored children. Parents should
demand equal expenditure. This is
fundamental.

Miss Nannie H. Burroughs, in
an open letter speaking on the
Moens case states that “The par-
ents want a man with red blood
in his veins, whose spirit will send
new life to the very finger tips
of the school system, and the
teachers will shake off the fear
under which they live and work,
year in and year out. The teach-
ers are dumb, because they are
conscious that the sword of
Damocles hangs over their heads
and that blind favoritism, like the
iron flail of Talus, crushes all
freedom of speech. Teachers get
into their little grooves and are
afraid to breathe. No teacher,
however competent, can do best
under such conditions. The peo-
ple have decided to see that the
whole system is not developed in-
to a group of spinelsss syco-
phants.”

But the MESSENGER would note
that this is a superficial observa-
tion. The sword of Damocles

"does not only hang over the head

of the teachers. It hangs more
sharply and eminently over the
head of Roscoe C. Bruce and his
white superior. THE CAPITAL
TRACTION COMPANY in
Washington, dominates the policy
of the Board of Education. Bruce
could not change the system if he
desired to. And any other man
put in Bruce’s place will have to
act just as Bruce acts. The sys-
tem controls the superintendent

and not the superintendent the
system. We are not making any
defense for Mr. Bruce; we are
simply explaining the system un-
der which he works. The editors
have never seen Mr. Bruce and
know nothing of him personally.
What we want the parents to do,
is to change the system so that
they can regulate the schools
themselves.

But the question naturally
arises as to how this is to be done.
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and other capitalists. Now the
power of a man’s subsistence is
the power over his will. He who
pays the fiddler will call the tune.
He who pays will control him
whom he pays. Moton is em-
ployed by white people (the white
capitalists) to keep the Negro
workers slouthfully sleeping. Tus-
kegee is a scab factory for pro-
ducing a sufficient supply of Ne-
gro scab labor, so as to inculcate
race prejudice between whites
and blacks, break the strikes
which occur and to instill in the
minds of Negro young men and
women the spirit of sycophancy
and servility. Itis obvious, there-
fore, that Moton is controlled,
body and soul, by the Trustee
Board of white capitalists of Tus-
kegee Institute. There is a mort-
gage upon his mind and his brain
is in pawn. His hands are tied,
his feet are chained, his lips are
sealed. He must be a me-too-boss,
hat-in-hand nigger to please the
Southern white folks. He was
given orders to go to Europe to
tell Negro young men, many of
whom had seen their comrades
ground in the red mud, upon the
fields of Flanders—*'‘to be modest
and unassuming”—when they get
back home. Think of telling men
who have been giving their lives
for white democracy, to be “mod-
est and unassuming” when they
get back home. On the contrary,
a real leader would have urged
them to be arrogant, bold, aggres-
sive, assuming, uncompromising,
courageous and manly. The Ne-
gro has been counselled too long
to bow and kow-tow. He needs
to get a backbone where most of
his leaders now have a wishbone.

As a Negro leader, Moton is
rapidly getting to be a leader
without followers. Ere long, we
expect to see the white capitalists
remove him from his place, on the
ground that he cannot deliver the
goods. There is no mercy, sym-
pathy or pity among Moton’s
bosses. When he fails longer to
hold sway over the masses of Ne-
groes, as did his predecessor,
Booker Washington, he will be
cast aside as a child abandons a
toy which no longer delights it.
And when he passes, he will go
unwept, unhonored and unsung.
Moton should be retired to that
oblivion and obscurity from which
he ought never to emerge.

THE MESSENGER
A CALL TO YOUNG RADICALS

While the Elder Statesmen sit
in Versailles trying to patch up
the old order that has come crash-
ing down in ruins, an organization
of live young people in this coun-

try is launching a campaign for a

peacetime mobilization of youth,
in order that YOUTH, which
bears the brunt of war and toil,
may bring its idealism, its vision,
and its daring into the struggle
against inertia, reaction, and
greed. A National Conference
will be held at the Seaside House,
Seaside Station, Rockaway Beach,
N. Y., on June 20, 21, and 22, by
THE YOUNG DEMOCRACY,
an organization of young people
with headquarters at 51 Green-
wich Avenue, New York. Details
regarding the program, etc., may
be secured from this address.

“What we want,” declares the
Call to Young People heralding
the Conference, “is a new future,
not a patched-up hand-me-down
from the past, but a future that
will (1) by Industrial Democracy
guarantee the young worker con-
trol of the system which now
crushes him; (2) by Educational
Democracy give teachers and
students control over the institu-
tions and processes of learning,
that they may freely seek the
truth; (3) by Political Democracy
afford the people a real control
over their government in order
that it may be accurately, immedi-
ately, and effectively responsive
to their will; (4) by International
Democracy unite the progressive
young people of all races and
countries. It is especially hoped
that a considerable number of
young Negro radicals will bring
to the Conference the help of their
ideas and their support.

“OUR MR. FORTUNE”
T. THoMAS FORTUNE

“Our Mr. Fortune” is dying, if
needed, he is not dead. He is still
walking around to save the under-
taker’s expenses, but his brain has
ceased to operate. An article in
last month’s MESSENGER entitled,
“A New Crowd—A New Negro”
so infuriated unfortunate Fortune,
that for the last four weeks The
Amsterdam News, has had some
topics to editorialize on. Itis un-
fortunate that having a topic our
Mr. Fortune has no ability to
write anything upon the topic.
Fortune first takes The MESSENGER

to task for not respecting gray
hairs and age. To this, we wish
to reply, that the only thing gray
we respect is gray matter, most of
which seems to have gone from
the inside of Fortune’s head and
formed gray hair on the outside of
his head. We know many gray
haired men, whom we respect
highly, but we respect them not
because their hair is gray, but be-
cause they are able to grow gray
hair without using up all the gray
matter beneath their hair.

The MESSENGER reiterates its
allegation that nearly all the old
crowd leaders are ignorant, in-
competent, controlled and cor-
rupt. All of them bear some of
these vices, and most of them, all.
They have truly been weighed in
the balance by the New Crowd
leaders and found sadly wanting.
Fortune is concerned about the
Old Crowd leaders being within
thelaw. Westandbythelaw,when
the law stands by us, and when
the law does not stand by us, we
stand by such principals as those
of Gabriel; Denmark, Vesey, Nat
Turner and John Brown, about
whom Fortune used to write com-
mendingly before his mind es-
caped from the cranium. It might
be expecting too much, however,
to look for a nomadic editor to
have much information and cour-
age. In earlier days, we have read
where Fortune said, “A rolling
stone gathers no moss.” It may
be that a rolling, roaming, no-
madic editor gathers no informa-
tion. Fortune maintains that the
Old Crowd leaders have accom-
plished what the Negroes have
obtained in the United States.
The New Crowd leaders reply
that what the Negroes have in the
United States has been obtained
in spite of the Old Crowd leaders,
nor have the Negroes very much
about which the Old Crowd Ne-
groes may brag. We submit to
an unprejudiced public the fol-
lowing facts:

For fifty years the Old Crowd
leaders have held sway. At the
end of it, what have we? Econo-
mically, Negroes are in peonage.
Politically, three-fourths of them
are disfranchised. They have no
representative in Congress. They
have about 95 per cent. less polit-
ical power now than when the
Old Crowd leaders began to work
for them. Socially, Jirh-Crow
laws, segregation in places of pub-
lic accommodation, lynching and
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timistic hopes in the purchase of
our shares. The National Con-
vention of the Workmen’s Circle,
the Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of
North America, the Ladies’ Cloak
and Suit Makers’ Union and the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers
of America have all purchased
whole blocks of stock, ranging all
the way from $100.00 to $500.00.

Among the colored people, too,
the results of the first thirty days’
campaign have been most encour-
aging. Whatever doubts that
there might have been as to the
willingness of Negroes to invest
money in corporation stock, were

THE MESSENGER

quickly dispelled when money or-
ders and checks came pouring in
from all parts of the country for
purchases of stock as high as 100
shares. The results are particu-
larly good among the Negroes in
the South, where they regard the
MEesseNGER as a God-send—the
people there are keenly alive to
the issues and problems of the day
and they are only too glad to in-
vest their money in a business
that will be of double help to them
—financially, and at the same time
working for their interests in the
abolition of lynching, disfran-
chisement and segregation.

Before the appearance of the
August number of the MESSENGER,
the drive will have closed. In fact,
there are only a very few days
left now, and we strongly urge
every one of our readers and
friends, who has not already done
so, to take advantage of the op-
portunity at once, to become a
stockholder in the corporation.
The field of Negro journalism is
a virgin soil in the land of oppor-
tunity. The MESSENGER is a com-
modity for which the demand is
greater than the supply. Let us
hear from you at once. A few
more days may be too late.
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PACE & HANDY
MUSIC CO., Inc.

Announce to the Readers of
THE MESSENGER the fol-
lowing numbers from their
catalogue to be had in:

PLAYER ROLLS
PHONOGRAPH RECORDS
SHEET M SIC

Also Band and Orchestra
Music

LATEST SONG SUCCESSES:

*A GOOD MAN IS HARD TO
FIND"

"REMEMBER AND BE CARE-
FUL EVERY DAY”

“RINGTAIL BLUES”

“I'M DYING WITH THE
WORRIED BLUES”

“SHAKE, RATTLE AND
ROLL”

“OH DEATH WHERE IS THY
STING”

ADVANCE LIST OF RECORDS
COMING OUT IN JULY:
~“ST. LOUIS BLUES"—
Aecolian record No. Al1214.

A GOOD MAN IS HARD TO
FIND"—Columbia record No. 2721.

“BEALE STREET BLUES"—
Ediscn Disc record No. 50536.

“ST. LOUIS BLUES"—
Edison record No. 50523.

“SATAN, I'M HERE"—
Edison Amberol record No. 3746.
“SHAKE, RATTLE AND ROLL"—
Emerson record No. 7503.

THE PACE & HANDY MUSIC
CO., Inc., is a Negro enterprise but
is getting wonderful co-operation from
every player roll manufacturer and
every phonograph company in America.

Members of the race will show their
appreciation by asking for Pace &
Handy numbers and especially all
“"BLUES"” written by W. C. Handy
and purchasing from those who have
helped us in the past.

"A GOOD MAN IS HARD TO
FIND"” may be had on the Emerson,
Victor, Columbia, Edison, Pathe and
cther phonographs.

“ST. LOUIS BLUES™ may be had
<n Okeh, Operaphone, Gennett and on
1! makes of phonographs.

The numbers in this list may be
hought wherever sheet music is sold
and from Woolworth, Kress, Kresge,
McCrory and all ten cent counters.

TO HEAR PACE & HANDY MU-
SIC COMPANY'S MUSIC AS IT
SHOULD BE PLAYED WE
WOULD ASK THAT YOU AT-
TEND THE JUNE ENTERTAIN-
MENT given by the “"MEMPHIS
BLUES BAND. INC.,” at the MAN-
HATTAN CASINO, Thursday Eve-
ning. June 19, 1919. Price of admis-
sion is 50 cents.

Box seats holding 8 persons. $5.00.

For Further Information Address:

PACE & HANDY MUSIC
COMPANY, Inc.

“*Home of the Blues™

1547 Broadway, New York

(Ga'ety Theatre Building)

What Is Your
Bank Balance?

You raay think this question easily
answered, that it is only a matter of
referring to the stubs of your check
book and subtracting the total amount
of checlis drawn from the total amount
deposited.

But are ycu
correct?

Can vou be certain that none of the
checks you have given out since your
account was balanced by the bank have
not been raised?

You may have sent them to respon-
sible people only, but are you certain
that they reached the party or parties
intended and did not fall into the
kands of someone who. with either a
few easy pen strokes raised the amount
you had written to a much greater
amount or by using a simple acid had
wiped out the amount you had written
and replaced it with an amount much
more to his liking.

Last year over 47 million dollars
were lost in the United States alone in
this manner, as against only Five
Thousand Dollars in 1900. THIS
CRIME IS INCREASING DAILY
AND YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO
TAKE ONE MORE CHANCE. NO
MATTER HOW LARGE OR HOW
SMALL MAY BE YOUR BANK
ACCOUNT.

The NEW ERA CHECK WRITER

certain the result is

sold under the guarantee of a man
famed the world over for business in-
tegritv and ability. Mr. Robt. H. In-

gersoll pssures vou 100% protection
for a lifetime, and at a cost within the
reach of all.

Fill in and ma‘l the counon below

and full information regarding 100%
protection will be sent you.
NEW ERA MFG. CO., Dept. T

450 Fourth Avenue.
New York City.

Please send me full information re-
garding 10C% protection for my bank
account.

(X) Name
Strect
City
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NEW ERA MFG. €O,
Robt. H. Ingersoll. Pres.
450 Fourth Avenue New York City
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cAdvertise in The Messenger

GALE’S MAGAZINE

JOURNAL OF THE NEW CIVILI.
ZATION

Linn A. E. Gale. editor and publisher
of GALE'S MAGAZINE. is known from
coast to coast of the North American con-
tinent as one of the most brilliant writers
of the aece. It has heen said he writes
‘‘wards that burn in letters that blister."

His articles on international affairs, the
nassing of capitalism and the coming of
Socialism. tear the mask of deceit from
the Aesh of Truth. His articles on psvchic
scienre and occnltism throw a blaze of
knowledge on hidden things and interpret
with nrophetic accuracy the great world
changes of the time.

A MAGAZINE THAT TELLS OF THE
WORLD THAT IS TO B

$2.00 a Year $1 00 for 6 Mnnths

20c. a Copy NO FREE SAMPLES

GALE'S MAGAZINE
Apartado 518
Mexico City, D. F., Mexico.
Enclosed find monev order (or draft)
for for which please send me
GALES MAGAZINE for . years.
Name .

Address
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COLORED
PEOPLE

You who are lynched, tor-
tured, mo b b ed, persecuted
and discriminated against in
the boasted "Land of Liberty,”
the United States,

OWN A HOME
IN MEXICO

Where one man is as good
as another and it is not vour

nationality that counts, but
simply vou!
Rich, fertile land, only a

few miles from Mexico thv
the capital of the Republlc,
is now for sale for $5.00 an
acre and up. Practically every
advantage obtainable in im-
proved ‘uburban sections of
the United States, is offered
here, - — excellent roads, many
of them macadamized; tele-
phone lines: electric hghtS'
and numerous trollev lines.
The soil is very producuv
and the climate is the best in
the world, neither too warm
nor too cold and with no sud-
den change of temperature.
Beautiful scenery enchants
the lover of nature and Mt.
Popocatapetl and other huge
mountains can be seen in the
distance. Mexico City with
its million inhabitants, is ra-
pidly becoming one of the
first cities of the world, and
vou are thus able to live in a
beautiful country and near a
fine modern city at the same
time.

Best of all there is no “race
prejudice” in Mexico, and in
fact, severe punishment is
meted out to those who dis-
criminate against a man be-
cause of his color or race.
Neither is there censorshlp,
espionage nor conscription.

If vou are interested, write

s, telling how much land you
wam to buy, how much vou
want to pay and whether you
want to pay cash or buv on
time.

“JACK™ JOHNSON'S LAND
COMPANY

CALLE DoNcELES No. 59
Mexico Ciry, D. F., Mkgxico
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