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[ I Refuse! |

FRAINA

” -
By LOUIS (

ciuse to compronise 1 ~"(f|'- g
l Lhberty and traterni | retuse o
drag these wdeals m the ud and blood
brutal slanghier
I refuse ni
y the great enemy ol Progress and the

moral and physical st

¢ destrover of the race
In a day when all the forces of rapa
city and tyranmy are organized to crush
the ideals and conscience of the individ
gal. 1 shall not allow myseli to be
crushed.
I refuse to fight for a ruling class that
( oppresses and kills us n the davs of
peace, and now insists that we fight and
die 1o protect its interests.

[ recognize no lovalty but the lovalty
t» my class—no war but the mterna
tional war against Capitalism—no ideals

but the ideals of revolutionary Socialism
—mno duty but the duty to my conscience
They are using the lives and aspra-
tions. the courage and enthusiasm of our
vouth as fertilizer for the smister husi
ness interests that promoted this war and
which alone will profit by it
I shall fight for life and love, beauty
aud freedom. But I shall not fight for
death and profits, business and tyranny.
I refuse to acquiesce n the accom-
I plished fact of war. 1 refuse to submit
| to the reaction, and to the extinction of
i

~ Ty

!'o~

<

1 refuse to shoulder a gun, and tramp,
tramp, tramp in the march of destruction.

I shall never use a gun to kill another
man: a man whom I do not know and
: ~ with whom 1 have no quarrel; a man
Fes whom if I did know I might love for his
[ faults and idéals, and his joy in life.

I shall never stick the cold, sharp steel
of the bayonet in the soft, unresisting
guts of a human being, see him collapse

* in ‘agony and the warm blood of life
sourting out of his sagging body, hear the
wail of the dying and the murmurs of
farewell to dear ones who will never see
him again.

: 1 refuse to feed the guns that spurt
i out death, as if death were the all-
’ absorbing business of life.

1 refuse to shatter the body of a man

» 'l] - thata agonized o bring forth for
e T
I refuse to shatter body of a man
&v.*?%—’l' that has warmed a sweetheart, to cripple
['f:; hands that have fond! 1 a child, to smash
; ““~Mwhskisslamolh«.
;l“hhucyutlutha\epud
\ upon life, and hoped for happi-
in spite of misery and death.

1 refuse to make corpses that rot,
sipples that suffer, and men and women
4 say these things are necessary’
hat they are sacrifices for our ideals’
u lie, gentlemen! Your ideals are to
money, to acquire power, to insure
¢ financial supremacy. The ideals of
to fight for are a fraud.

" to fight for these ideals! I
n 11 shail not

blood | / cause !
. ‘ break me
iy, You ol break my spc
-‘:s_{ .5 | “;'. . '- ” 1
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CENSORSHIP!

For ways that are dark the “heathen Chinee” has nothing
on the representatives of “law and order” in this country.

Here is the proof:

An original cartoon by
peared in this space—a magni
spirit of the Conscientious Objedior.

We were all ready to go tq¥
us that he dares not print the
by the government!

-
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Similarly, the
of halls are indirectly
It’s a mere trifle that the Lo

of speech and assemblage. It's
law has as yet been passed. |

meetings,
and they refuse.

» guarantees freedom
mere trifle that no Censorship : '

Three cheers for Democracy —in Russia!

arice Becker was to have ap-
t expression of the courageous

when the printer informs
for fear of prosecution

but owners

All our activity and propoganda in this particular crisis s to have Con-
gress repeal the Conscription Act. y

Repeal the Conscription Act!

The Conscription Act violates Section I of the Thirteenth Amend-

ment fo the constitution, which reads: “Neither slavery nor involuniery

In the meanwhile, all

c"ﬁ;d&ch&mphM&npddwa
«cription A

e i, conninitonst ;

fo war, may express their convictions by claiming exemption as Conscien-

Mw--;—'h—utaaﬁ-*ﬁbm““ * tious Objectors. So state in your registration form.

been dully convicted, shall exist within the United Sies, or any place

subject to their jurisdiction.”
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Do not allow anyone to provoke you

- . intoafightt That is precisely what they want.
We have a right to demand that the Covernment .ve up lo ils own T NERG

fundamental law. We have a right to agilate agair it the invasion “*d“c&u&.ﬂ“hﬂ.

A Bl L")
=oaing {ost says:

R L
ath

“The only disturbance came from a group of
with yells and cal-calls.

» e
. :

HE news from all sections of the

country the past two weeks indicate
a spontaneous and powerful movement
to resist comscription. This is not a
statement in the nature of the wish be-
ing father to the thought, but is a fact
emphasized by the press and the gov-
ernment.

A dispatch from Washington dated
May 30 said:

“Government heads hoped to-day,
though did not fully believe, that they
had crushed anti-conscription plots.
Riots like those of civil war days were
still ‘segarded as possible.”

This statement was preceded by news
of arrests throughout the country of
men and women active in the figin
against comscription. Socialist party
headquarters in Pittsburgh had been
12ided, no-conscription literature seized,
and many comrades arrested. In Texas,
the president of the Farmers' and La-
borers’ Protective Association of Amer-
ica, which it is alleged has organired a
movement to resist comscription, had
been arrested, along with a score of *
other men. It is said the government
will demand the death pemalty. Aa
aggravation in this case is that the de-
using the _ ¢ ’

Lonscription movem . @
of men and women throughout the
country on charges of treason and com-
syiracy to violate the conscription law.

In New York City, three members of
the Collegiate Anti-Militarism League,
Owen Cattell, Charles Francis Phillips
and Eleanor Wilson Parker, were ar-
rested on the charge of conspiring to
violate the comscription law by advising
r en not to register.

In Columbus, Ohio, charges of treason
were filed by the United States District
Attorney against Ammon A. Hennacy,
a college student and Socialist; Harry E.
Townley, a printer, and Cecil W. Bailey,
a mechanic. “None of the three charged
with treason winced when reminded at
their arraignment that conviction on the
charge of treason may mean death,”
says the newspaper report. Others are
under arrest for investigation.

In Topeka, Kansas, Dr. Eva Harding

Newman, a carpenter, who was
chairman of the meeting, was also ar-
rested, Professor George W. Kleihege,
former Socialist candidate for Gover-
nor, was arrested in Lawrence, also on
the charge of conspiracy.

In Kansas City, two men who had
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; N the m Leader of Febwuary 13,
1916, Clifford Allen gives a general
sunwiry. of the position taken by “dii-
feremt comscientions objectors in I ng
land.
“He first states that ther s are roughly

speaking three types of U, O Those
objecting on definite Christian belief ;
those obiecting because thev hopd  that
hinan fife is abolutely sacrond under all

. circumstances ; those abjecting on Soc
© st principles and  intermational  faithd

which find expression in the Hrather-
hood of Man :

For the benefit of those who may face
courts martial and  tribupals” Chifford
Allen | sumemarizes  different  questrons
which wsed 10 be put before the (O
when in court, and he gives different an-

2 pwere 10 these quedtions.  The answers

*

cembracy all theee kinds of C.Os and
therefare shoukl be analyzed for pract-
eal ‘e Ouestions and answers ol
low: : ‘

| -Do we wan't the Germans te

win’

«  No we denot. But we are sure that
the trumph of armwed force alone, nhwfr-
ever side 15 victorious, will never bring
& lasting peace. A durable peace is what
we supremely desire, that the awful sac-
rifices . of the war may not be all in vain,
and we are sure that it can only be se-
cured ithe apergence and development
of the sense of national duty and the
pgactice of instice aml trust among the
peaple. Ve helieve that our highest duty
O our country and to hwmml) % 1o con-
tridute to this great change of heart

What would happen if every-
body held our opinion’

We Nwelieve that if all persons in any
nation held our opmions, the danger of
attack would be remwovel. War results
fromu fear, Where there is no menace,
there will be a dimmishing danger oi
armed aggression. It is fallacious to
suppose that the Government of any cive

ihzed coumtry would be allowed by its
people 1o attack any unarmed l“.
which could not menace other nations.
ndeed, the wiwle basis o our belief is

sert that compulsion Y such a matter as
lile and death cannot be admitted, al-
though men endorse the State's right to
mipose duties upon its citizens for the
common weal.

5 —~Cannot we then undertake non-

cambiiant service’

We cammot distinguish between fight-
wig and assisting those who fight with
duties, such as orgamizing supphies, car-
rying despatches, clerical military work,
etc, for all these are designed to make
the work of killing more efficient. By
accepting sich work, we free others for
the tighting. : :

9 ~Will we not undertake duties

© that help to save life, such as

medical work or mine sweep-
ing?

We cannot undertake such duties un-
der a military oath, which necessitates
obedience to all orders and makes us
part of the military machine. Apart
from the question of mulitary oath, il
we restore to health a wounded soldier,
we are faced by the grave sesponsibility
‘of making him it to go out and nflict
death again. If we mune-sweep. we ar
only allowed to remove enemiy nunes,
not all mines. We are compelled to
leave some mmnes, laid for the purpose of
Killing, whilst in all these duties we be
cogne part of the military machine

10 Are we not willing to undertake
some work of national import-

ance?

We have always desired to serve our
fellow men, but many of us cannot allow
the Government under a Mjlitary Sery
we Act, to change our occupation, since
there can lw only one purpose in thi, viz
to make the organization of the nation
more efficignt for the carrying on of war

11 ~<But is not our present occupa-
tion useful in exactly the same
respect’

That may be rue, but that is the in-

evitable circum.! ce in which all citi-
Wty arryig on war

ot

v &
knowingly agrecable g ¢
war.

12 —But surely ve help the war in-

directly by paying taxes and in
hasi .

True, bat there is a clear difference
between  helping nvoluntarily through
the circunistances of our daily life, and
detinitely undertaking some work to as-
sist the war. We are willing to pay
taxes for general mamtenance of the life
of the State, and since all taxes are col-
lectedd together and can be collected not-
withstanding refusal to pay, it is useless
1o refuse such pavment.

15 Ought we not to leave the coun-
try if we hold these views?

O the contrary. Even if we were

of this war. Tndeed we hold that our

stand at this time is a work of
importance. We decline to F
country (even if we could), we
desire to serve in time of peace, because

i
|

The International
Movement

—

Tue Serbian Social Democrat Iia
AMilkich appeals to the workers all over
the world 1o protest against the annihila-
ton of the Serbjan race. Eighty per
vent of the Serbian army and 35 per
cemt of the rest of the population have
already sacrificed their lives for profit's
ake Those who are left in
comdition not only sauffer from deporta-
tions by German authorities, '
women and children, but the fathers and
soms who are still fit to fight, are kept
with the armies of the Allies, mostly in
the first trenches’ of the firing line, and
the Swiss  Relief Committee reports
that the foodstuffs prepared for the
starving Serbs could not be shipped, be-
camse the Alies would not give the
pecossary permission.

If such conditions are going to con
tinue much longer, our Imperialists il
miss in the next war the chance of hid
ing their lust for profits behind their
alleged love for small nations, which
will have been wiped off the map, in 1),
vame of dollar “demo-racy.”

s J
I a secret comvention of the Hun
garian Socialist Party, it was decided 1
agitate for such reforms as have beer
accomplished by the Russian Revoly
demanded  withou
and imternational arbitra
tem was demanded for futire dispute.
Svinpathy was expressed for those !
are prosecuted for their struggle |

Socialism and peace

tem Peace was

annexatrms

Foop and street riots are reporte |
from Lisbon, Portugal. Bakeries
warchouses were plundered and ¢
stroved and several hundreds of peopic
arrested. The prices of all foodstuffs
and of coal are sky-high and an Actual
condition of starvation exists :

and

The republican Government used the

methods of all Governments in nﬂdm‘\

troops.\ It is reported that in the capital
alone ten were killed and fifty wounded
T'he riots spread throughout the country,
but a strict censorship p ar

. hed

HE United States recently paid a

“bribe of a scanty hundred rillion,
and is prepared o pay & few billion
dollars more o any Government in
Russia that is willing and able 1o hght
wmd to offer the lves of additional
millions of its workers and peasants for
Jre cause of the Allies, for the interests
£.8 Amencan and Alhed Imperialism.

The American Capitalist believes in
he all-mightiness of the dollar. In a
tatement  of the American-Russian
Chamber of Commerce, one of the new
reations of the National Citd Bank of

cw York, representing the Rockefeller
roup, we read “that American inter

< n Petrograd are the most important
tor n connection with the develop-
mt of Russia's international policy.”

\merican money kings are trying to
t their golden heel on the neck of the
i-w1an workers.

s i essential in the mission of
w Root, and he certainly id the right

for the job, if we only
erstand what job is 1o be accom

It is of secondary importance

clearly

the rulers in Wall Street whether the
Covernment in Rus<ia means an
Crar or a Milyukof or some
nation of social-patriots.  Any
mation will do, provided only the
national revolutionar,
have their way

workers do

he New York Times. for instance

enly states that although the govern

nent of the Czar was bad, s
were at least able to fight

arms

It seems the historic task of the new
autocracy in the United States to crush
the revolution in Russia, to substitute
for the old feudal autocracy the more
fhicient plutocracy of modern Imperial
am, preferably in some sham form of

' called “democracy.” Milyukof evi
[lently was powerless against the mass-
jorganization of the workers, byf a

lyukof or any other representative

5 ey GG g

cently been issued to save the life of the
Austrian Socialist, Dr. Adler, who shot
the wultra-conservative Minister-Presi-
dent Sturgh. A few weeks ago a dem-
onstration was held for the life of
Mooney, at the instigation of : Rus<ian
comrade just arrived from th. | nited
States.

M-me‘oiqm s ort omr
valiant comrades in return’ ~ . (i
only manifestation has bheen ippeal
to continue to fight in the - {
Allied and American Imperial;

e ——

Tue Russian social-patriot. .:
ganizing their forces under the |
“Unity,” which to them means 1 !
all “democratic” forces, and war 1, ,
finish, The possibility of 4 prodetar
revolution in the near future s eny
ically demied. Here is a possibility for”
Charles Edward Russell and the A

can gold he represents.
Tue German Government c.nicm.
plates a mew trial for high tres. i

connectionr> with the munition <«tr ..
Ledebour, Vogtherr, Buchner and \\ i1
mann of the lmkﬂ Socialia are

~reported 1o be involved Also Hoff-

mann, member of the Prussian Dies 10
whom a passport to the Social ist Con.
gress in Stockholm has heen refused

————

Tue strike of women workers in
Paris recently spread rapidly, and is
meeting with considerable success The
milliners, furriers, lace makers, embrog
derers, waterproofers, and feather work.
€rs are now on strike, and male and fe
stores approached the managements

T

of the capitalists in pre-
crime is “no separate
the echo of the social-
patriotic traitors is “no separate peace,”
groring the fact that both the allied
capitalists and the revolutionary Left
Wing Socialists in Russia don't want a
separate peace. But if both use the
same formula, it does not have the
same meaning at all. . There is the abyss
of class-division between the no-separate
peace of the Allies for the sake of
crushing & rival and establishing ﬁw
jower for the exploitation of the World
jroletanat. and the no-separate peace of,
our Russian Left Wing comrades, who
want a “geweral” peace b od wpon the
revolutionary action of the workers in
all cowmtrics against their Imperialistic
exploiters. It is criminal or criminal
tupidity not to discriminate clearly be-
tween those 'wo fundamentally opposite
onceptions

Meyer Losdon, Walling and Nhis
crowd, Ingerman and the scores of
French and E.glish social-patriots, who
lothered Russia with cables urging
swparate peace.” were moved by t*
desire 0 Nd "n w i
Iheir action therefore is treason to the
lass-struggle in spirit and intended re-
jts. Those wio want to respond to
he call of the Russian revolutionists
have only one answer: to prepare for
revolution in their owm country, not in
ome distant future, but dyring this war
i« a part of the international uprising
i the world proletariat.

Our Russian comrades in their noble

decision not 1o accept a separate peace
nﬂﬂ\lhud“r‘“lw' -

m“hthenheulthem on
which they are weitten, if there is no
power to enforce them, and our Russian
comrades have more than efficient ex-
perience not 1o be fooled. It therefore is
their positive duty to secure economic
and political results now that their
power is undeniable and to secure them
before the American Capitalists will
succeed in backing up the reactionary
forces with their money, their industry
and their organization. But even if the
Ru<ian workers succeed now in their
demands, the results will be endangered
if there is no response from the work-
ers all over the world. The most im-
portamt effect of the Russian Revolution
should be the inspiration for the rest of
the workers to follow the example, and
if the rest does not act, they will be re-
ponsible at the same time for the failure
of the efforts of our Russian
brothers

heroi

If we fail to respond, if our only
manifestation is an appeal to Russia to
continue to fight for the interests of
\llied Imperialism, if we have the bru-
wlity 10 asW our Russian comrades 1o
continue to be slaughtered in order to
con more dollars and sovereigns for our
masters, if we cannot prevent our Gov-
crnments by keeping them busy in our
cwn countnes to send commissions and
engmmeers and money to crush the Rus
Revolution,
workers

stan then our Russian

certunly will have no reason
whatever to continue this capitalist war
It is not their concern whether German
or Allied Imperialism is more or less
successful, it is not their concern that
Russian Imperialism should have a
chance for more world power.

It is in the superior class-interest of

the Kussian, as well_as of Ji other

to be utterly Fofdtess v s
sponse from the workers and if they
cannot command a general peace it
would be absurd to expect our Russian
revolutionary comrades to continue to be
slaughtered in the service of Imperial-
ism. If they will have to give up their
hope for a gemeral poace through prole-
tarian revolutions. the soldier comrades
will most likely return home to complete
mportant economic changes, leaving it
to the Allied social-patriots, mclading
the American pro-war Socialists and
workers, to do their own fighting, if so
they please. Some of the more intelli-
gent American workers realize that in

casq ther Russians withdraw from the
Lat they will have to. supply the
milli 10’ be slaughtered. Instead,
A ., of .appealing to the Russian

comradés th ktep on fighting. they
M.&c‘mw l'f capitalist
masters to stop  fight} altogether.

which no doubt ) the er of a
combined effort American and
Russian revolutifar, proletariat.

Nomem«.nlm'ulhﬂvi\
lfqitthl.ulnramlmlnged
mmmb-rvm.
h-!nul-u.dm:cemforawlr

of I ialism,
.':’ Anqd?kmha workers will not
" { Jevey ha¥e mpuch time 10 wait for revo-
interésts mn'_ devBlopments in other coun-

.} Qg the first bribe from Wall

Htreet is fccepred. Russia will rapidly
come into the eegnomic grasp of Ameri-
can Capital, ore long e Russian

workers will feel the Iron Heel of

.\mWMvﬂm
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meeting, preparatory
Graubard ; but while in
mtroductory remarks, Nesin was placed

the midst of his

under arrest  Graubard thereupon
mounted. the platform and protested,
oting Nesin's arrest as an example of
our “democracy ™ Graubard was then
also placed under arrest.

The official t'm‘.{vhim l"fm

“That abowt 8 30 P. M on the afore-
said date at place aforesaid said defend-
ant George Nesin did ascend to - atform
at the aforesaid place and add cssed a

crf)\\'d of persons present at o . afore-
said place by saying: “That we re here
for purpose of opposing conscr  on, an

act passed by the Congress oi s
They tell us Germany is an €ne

coun-
try of ours which is not and v want
you young men toy take up ar agamnst
that country that the Cong: or no
other body of men had any & rity - to
force such coercion on to the ~ople of
the U. S. and did continue ' peak to
the aforesaid people for a ' eriod of
about ten minutes,
“That the said Meyer D ‘sraubard

did then ascend to the platforni and did
then and there point to (seorge Nesin
who had been placed under arrest by de-
ponent and said to the people present to
witness the coercion methods of the po-
lice department in suppressing their
rights to speak and said further that no
matter how many of them were ar-
rested they were still 100 per cemt
Strong to show 10, the people that the
congress of the U. S. had no authority
to enforce or coerce them to take up
arms against Germany or any other
country.

danger the public peace of the persons
in the neighborhood there residing

The sort of trials they have in
'yn is illustrated by the following
the official record of the “trial” of
ry Jager:

The court—You are ready, are you:

Mr. Raymond (Jager's counsel)—I
am not readv

The court—Then we will go on now.
I willsdeny your application for an ad-
journment. WS

Mr. Raymond - | make application for
an adjournment.

The court— 1 deny the application.

Mr. Raymond 1 have not had an op-
portunity to subpoena myv witnesses.

The court— Proceed with the ca

Mr. Raymond-i! your homor miy
will give me until tomorrow.

The court—1I have denied your appli-
cation, counsellor, and the’ case will pro-
ceed. You may have your exceptior,
that's all.

Mr. Raymond—Will your honor give
mmhdfhfmmif&enanmy
witnesses i-tﬁsoonrtmdmhtlmy
proceed *

The court—I have stated once, we will
proceed with this case now. 1 will hear
no further motion in the matter. You
have had full opportunity. That's all.

Mr. Raymond—Will your hdr ‘.ivc
me two minutes ?

The court—No, sir; not one mimite ;
no, sir. You may decide now whether

¢

-~ "
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Rosinessant EirToRiat Orrie

1246 Kingsbridge Avenue, New York

Tihis r.).'r temporarily is issued every
f20 weecks.  But really effective propa-
ganda requives a wweckly. This paper will
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Mooney Again in Dan.cr

Tre Mooney case again comes forth
to ¢loquently denounce the pretensions
of the ruling class of this country to be
fehting for democracy and civilization.
While the country is asked to fight to
make “the world safe for democracy,”
Alooney and his wife and others are
!:.nquiming in jail, in imminent peril nf
being hanged.. In spite of the expose
of the plot to frame-up the defendants.
the Grand Jury exonerated Oxman, and
Mooney is again in danger. The con-
eniracy against the liberts and hives of
onr comrades is brazen and unafraid

and is going the limit to secure a ¢n

vietion. The organized Socialist and
1ahor movements must come to the
rescue.  Act immediately, else it may be
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Democracy and Civilization!
Tur New York Globe, an ardent en-
thusiast for the war, cannot stomach
come things. In a recent issue it says:
“In the presence of ten thousand
spectators a seli-o mficesed Negro mur-
‘derer. chained to a tree, was yesterday
roasied to death in Tennessee. \WVomen
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there probably has been no more <hack-
ing cas¢ than this. Because one man
became a beast, committed a vile crime,
ten thousand citizens wreaked beast-like
vengeance on him. That the man's
crime was monstrous does not make the
crime of the mob one whit more defens-
ihle.

“Rilly Sunday yesterday told his con-

gregation that the American Indian with
his tomahawk and scalping knife was a
gentleman wpared with the Prussian
soldier. Could Prussian savagery go
further than fhat of Tennessee’
-« “Ope accrant of the lynching says 2
Negro close to the pyvre. unhalanced by
the excitement, caught up an American
flaz as the last of the flames died out.
and. waving it above his head, shouted :
“We're all through here, boyvs! Let’s join
the German-!""

Will Preident Wilson@now write a
note to the gavernment and citizens of
Tennessee holding them to “strict ac-
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The Negro and Conscription

AN interesting feature 6f the conscrip-
tion issue in Congress was the opposition
of certain southern politicians to con-
scription because it would confer equal-
ity and power upon the Negro! They do
not object to the Negro shedding his
blood for democracy, but they fear the
Negro might turn around and demand
democracy for himself. Democracy is
all right for the Belgians and Serbians,

h . . i
and’ others abroad, but, of course, it is

unghinkable that the Negro should be
given the democracy supposcdly granted
by the Republic and the Sixteenth
Amendment. Imagine, the Negro mighg
compel the whites to give up the gentle
sport of lynching! And isn’t lynching
characteristic of the honor and chivalry
of the South? But still—it is a war for
democracy. Don't forget that!

Fraud of “National Liberation”’

IN the news recently appeared the fol
lowing highly significant item:

“A congress of the Swedish political
party, representing a majority of Fin-
land’s wealthicst and most influentia!
classes, yesterday passed a resolution
favoring a complete separation of the
Grand Duchy of Finland from Russia.”

This is a reactionary move instigated
by the industrial and feudal anstocracy
of Finland. The wprkers and peasants
have nothing to gain and evervthing o
lose by separating themselves from revo-
lutionary Russia. The people of Fin
land should fight with the revolution,
and not for their aristocracy against the
revolution. Imagine the rivalry and
incitement to war should Russia be split
into half a dozen There are
situations in which the phrase “national
liberation” hides the inost reactionarn
The task of the
peoples of Russia is to fight for a demo

nations!

and infamous motives
cratic federated republic as a prelimi

nary to the Socialist Revolution

Courage !

HE claws of the reaction are seizing

ité prev. While their lips make the
motions of freedom and democracy, the
actions of their claws are destroving the
freedom and democracy that existed be
fore the war.

Tht}' cannot do it! They «nnot
crush our spirit, they cannot ma iain
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prison a woman? A thousand deiote
themselves to the cause—vou cannot
crush a woman! They build new jails?
They can never build enough. And if
they do, it won't matter anyway. They
shall be opened, and their inmates again
bask in the light of the sun and of free-
dom. Even the Bastille was compelled
to give up its victims,

Courage!

The terror can never succeed. Not
even in Russia did it succeed. And the
spirit of the Russian Revolution throbs
throughout the world. Tt will prevail!

We are not blind. Our eyes are open.
We go into this fight with courage in
our hearts and a song upon our lips.

They may imprison, and they may
kill. What matters it? Life is not life
if used in the service of death, Death i«
sweet if it comes in the catise of life and -
freedom.

Life is precious to us. But freedom is
still more precious. Courage! They
dare not—they shall not.

N all the discussion of the war’s
“higher strategy” and such high-
falutin’ matters military, the one fact
that sticks out is that the life of a
nation, including its military power,
lies in its work . The mobiliza-
of the strictly military forces de-
upon the mobilization of indus-

§

try and the whole civil population.
The greater the industrial power of a

the greater its military power.
weakness of Italy, Aus-

contributing hﬂoﬂ.
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nation was to depend not !
wealth it had stored up, but ¢
productive capacity.”

Exactly; wealth is a syn
ductive capacity a fact that J
all other factors.

When the war broke «
frecly predicted that its cour
“be run in six months, or It
Socialist,
Rave taught him better, i
the same illusion. “The fina
the argument ran, “will stop !

he wealth of the belligerent

whose economi

rapidly consumed, and this Jr
wealth will induce
compel peace.”

exhauns!

But six months passed, a
yvear, and now three years
only does the war go on, but
the belligerents increases its
equips more men, spends mor«
and new nations are drawn in

The war would be over toa
depended upon the accymulated we
of the belligerents; but it does no!
depends in an economic sense upon
productive capacity of a nation,
its industrial resources and its w
ing class. Even an apparently pur
financial transaction such as a !
not a transaction in wealth,
based upon the productivity
tion—is a lien upon the futur
of the workers,

Grant a government control oi
duction, and it could fight pract
indefinitely. The hope of peace. g
immediate peace, lies in the activi
the revolutionary Working Class,
ticularly in Russia and Germany

Will the fiction that wealth itsc!
power become apparent to the mass
the people? The Working Class 15
great productive factor in a mation
controls the process of product
The Working Class is dominant, ¢
nomically ; all the wealth of the w«
would shrivel into nothing, war wo
cease and Capitalism. collapse, if t
Working Class used its econon
dominance in its own revolutiona:
interests and against the interests
its masters.

The Great War brought aloggevith -

it the collapse of Sociali
organized movement; but it
onstrated, in a new way and
ally, that the Working Class holds
future of the world in the hollow of

.\

s shall_be J‘_‘n‘t Poessy T

“The real fruition of life is to
things we have said we wished
There are times when work sge
and only action seems great.
has come.”—President 1V ooq
sonm.

HESE are lofty sentiments. To-da
action alofe is great, but to be great
it must have a great purpose.

It is a habit of the President to
dulge in lofty sentiments, but the
interpretation usually dispels the loft
ness and reveals them as the ideolog)
expression of gross capitalist interest:

In this same Memorial Day addres
the President said:

“dn one sense the great struggle int"
which we have now entered is an Amer
ican struggle, because it is in the scnc
of American honor and American right
but it is something even greater than
that: it is a world struggle. It is «
struggle of men who love liberty ever)
where, and in this cause America will
show herself greater than ever.”

American honor! We are jealous of
the honor of the American people, but !
is precisely, the forces that engineere
this war that sully this honor. The Con
gress of the United States has refused
redress to Colombia, and thereby ap-
proved the stigma placed upon Ameri
can honor by the brutal and illegal ac-
tion of Theodore Roosevelt in “taking”
the Canal Zone. To-day, the govern-
ment of the United States is trampling
upon the rights of small nations in the
Carribbeans and Central America. I

1
‘i

l'np‘lhu.

’

for lhe.pmlecti-m of neutral rights, be-
Cause it considered itself safe from
attack after the Sussex pledge by' Ger-
many,

' Only 3 month or two before the sever-
g of diplomatic relations with™ Ger-
man_v,.this government instituted what
Was virtually a peace campaign—in the
P'em.lem't historic phrase, “peace with-
out victory.” And then—and then Ger-
many resumed her ruthless submarine
€empaign, menaced the profits of Ameri-
cin Capitalism, and this country declared
war,

The Amgrican people has never
vanted to do these things—to shed its
blood to protéet the profits of its
spoliators.

The men who love liberty everywhere
are being shot, tortured, imprisoned —
n Germany and Austria, in Italy and
France, in Great Britain and the United
:\ntcu If these governments are fight-
ing for liberty, why deprive its people
of their liberty? Ve are fighting for
Biberty! The other fight for liberty is a
fraud! .

“Work seems empty and only action
seemis great”—but it must be action for
liberty, and not against it. This war is
& war against liberty. It is trampling
upon the people. It is crushing demoe-
racy. It is imposing the burden of an
odious tyranny to-day, and for the
futare,

The war is empty, its consequences
horrible, and only our action for liberty
and international emancipation is- great

America Preparing

HE reactionary interests in America
are using the war as a means of pre
paring their forces for aggression in the
future
\ comprehensive plan of action is
being mapped out. The
throng faster and faster upon us may
be rightly imterpreted only by relating
them to this fundamental fact: Ameri-
can Imperialism is preparing its social,
ecomomic and political forces for aggres-
action in the days to come. And this
pntial menace is graver than the im-
jate menace involved in the triumph
paction.

events that

great menace of the future will

n armed and aggressive American
srialism, backed up by the tremen-
sauroes of the coun-
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in events may be understood and
intelligently. Conscription, for
nple, was not at all necessary for
R war. But the cornerstone of an
Ml imperialistic policy to-day is uni-
military service, and the purpose
ponscription is to accustom our
people to the idea of universal service
It is a move in the campaign to develop
a mighty militarism that shall hold the
world in awe.

To-day, America has two great tasks
before it, according to the New York
Wail, in an editorial on “American Pol-
icies”: “Ome is to successfully meet the
emergency of this war. The other is to
formulate a broad policy for the future,
a policy into which we must fit our pres-
ont emergency efforts” This is pre-
ceded by the statement that “no great
thing can happen in the world, after this
war, which will not affect us and our
vital interests.” A frank avowal of the
real purposes animating America in the
war!

The most significant feature of the
WMail's editorial is its analysis of the™
things needed to make America pre-
pared :

“The policy of making America ready

wst include, first of all, the principle of
universal military service. This means

f l‘ . o S
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Panama Canal, to be that camal’s sure
defense. 2

“Finally, we must develop and main-
tain a consistent foreign policy, co-ordi-
nated with our policy of domestic pre-
paredness. The inevitable development
of American farm, field, mine, industry,
finance, demands new markets, new
fields for our enterprise, our invest-
ments, our products. To hold open
these fields is the main task of modern
diplomacy. We are used to calling it
‘dollar diplomacy.” We must have done
with the vacillations which the last few
vears have seen. We must never again
induce our investors, industrials and
traders to go into Central and South
American fields and then abandon them
to whatever, fate bandit governments
choose to put upon them. Mexico is a
landmark, and will long serve as a warn-
ing to us, The country must demand a
foreign policy that endures, no matter
what may be the fate of political parties.

“These are the things that will make
the future of America secure. Policies

like these look to an extension of Amer-
ica’s sphere of influence in the world.
They guard our safety and our growth.
Put their enforcement can rest upon
nothing except our own strength. Even
if Germany is defeated in this war, we
cannot hope to ride into a great future in
the triumphant war chariots of others.
Others will guard their own interests.
With those interests, particularly the
interests of England, Germany and
Japan, our industrial and. commercial
future will inevitably be in rivalry. Upon
the balance of power, of potential strik-
ing force, will depend that balance of
influence and opportunity which will
mean peace and justice between us and
our great rivals among the world’s lead-
ers. The mailed fist of military power
i« behind the velvet glove of diplomacy.
Put where the mailed fists are of equal
size, the velvet gloves are not drawn
off.”

Exactly! And this is a war for civili-
zation and democracy! The hypocrisy
of it all is vile

What does it all mean? War, and
aggression, and conquest. Economic
and political expansion, and its inevi-
table reign of terror.

One point alone will express the spirit
of the whole programme. America is
to build railroads through Mexico to the
Panama Canal. But Mexico is — as
yet — an indep nation, and in a
war of the U

surse would be to
. y of Mexico—as
Germany vioiated Belgium.

Oh, ves, citizens; this is an unselfish
war for democracy and civilization!

P " *

Industrial Unionism
and Mass Action

HE phrase “mass movements” in the
majority resolution’s declaration on
conscription is making Mass Action an
issue in the Socialist movement of this
country. And it is fortunate that, just
at this juncture, the Russian Revolution
has provided the movement with a vivid
demonstration of the meaning and power
of Mass Action.

The central feature of Mass Action
lies in its emphasis on the action of the
Working Class independent of the parlia-
mentary machine. It means the action of
the workers themselves, organized and
unorganized, as mass groups fighting for
a particular purpose. It means that the
Working Class depends primarily upon
its own action and power, and not upon
parliamentary machines or representa-
tives. It means, moreover, a true appre-
ciation of the historic fact that the eman-
cipation of the Working Class must be
the task of the Working Class itself.

It was the Mass Action of the Russian
people that drove on the revolution,
transformed it from a clique revolt to a
of the Council of Workmen’s and Sol-

The general theory of Mass Action is
one, the concrete application and empha-
sis differ according to different con-
ditions, It is important, accordingly,
that we do not accept Mass Action with-

It is different with Mass Action. This
practice contributes an important idea,—
if we interpret rightly. .

Mass Action means more revolutionary
action against Imperialism, against war,
against Capitalism. But, apart from this
program, Mass Action is indefinite. It
is indefinite—that is to say, incomplete—
because it does not emphasize the ulti-
mate revolutionary mission of unionism.
It is indefinite because in Europe it is
used primarily to fight the conservatism
of the Socialist movement. When rebels
in Germany urge Mass Action upon the
party, they mean more aggressive action
and not a comprehensive program of re-
volution.

Mass Action, precisely as does Indus-
trial Unionism, urges the extension of
Socialist activity to conscious and aggres-
sive action on the economic field. This
activity stimulates the independence of
the working class and warms its idealism
into aggressive action. It “puts a bone”
into the parliamentary struggle and com-
pels it to become revolutionary. The
fight against Capitalism becomes an act-
ive mass fight, not merely an electoral
and parliamentary debate.

But Industrial Unionism goes much
further: it bases the whole Socialist
movement upon the economic action of
the Working Class, organized and unor-
ganized ; it sees in the immediate econo-
mic struggles of the workers a prepara-
tion for the revolutionary strike that will
gverthrew Capitalism; and it organizes

the Wokking Class in a way that provides
the meags of assuming control of society,
—builds T its organizatioh the structure

that will function as the administration
of the new society.

Karl l\"utsk,\'. in an article in the /n-
ternational Socialist Review, April, 1901,
said :

“The trades unions . . . will constitute
the most energetic factors in surmount-
ing the present mode of production and
they will be pillars on which the edifice
of the Socfalist commonwealth will be
erected.”

But trades unions are not working for
the revolution; they are working as a
caste for a place in the governing system
of the nation,—making for State Socia-
lism, and not the Social Revolution. Nor
does the structure of the trades unions
admit of their assuming possession and
management of concentrated industry.
Industrial Unionism alone provides the

\Il this 1
gram of Mass Action ; nor does it project
a new and more effective form of union
organization. Moreover, Mass Action,
without a definite industrial organization
around which to coalesce, has a tendency
to disintegrate, to be taken unawares. It
is strategically strong, but tactically vul-
nerable. Industrial Unionism would ral-
Iy around itself the mass actions of the
Workers, unify and organize them. /n-
dustrial ['mionism integrates Mass Ac-
tion.

Accordingly, Mass Action and Indus-
trial Unionism are not antagonistic : they
are supplementary.

Industrial Unionism, alone and in it-
self, iscanptlledtowfmacth,a
until the future, or to indulge in small
action. On the whole, it may preach, but
as yet it cannot always act. Through the
practice of Mass Action, however, the
revglutionist may participate in all the
struggles of the Working Class, orga-
nized and unorganized. We come to them
with a program of immediate action, and
in this way emphasize our propaganda.
= Industrial Unionism without the prac-
tice of Mass Action may be doomed to
propaganda alone; Mass Action without
the theory and practice of Industrial
Unionism neither builds for the future
nor develops the maximum power of the
proletariat.

The two must fuse: our movement
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THE NEW INTERNATIONAL

By HARRY WEINBERGER

Attorney of the New York Bar.

UESTION No. 1: The police and
Q other local authorities are forbid-
ding street speaking and even meetings
in halls on the grounds that discussions
of the war constitute “treasonable utter-
ances.” IWhat are “trcasonable wutter-
ances.

g

Answer: There are no wutlerances
swhich are trcasonable in themselies.
Mere expression of opinion, even when
indicative of svmpathy with the public
enemy and sufficiently strong to justify
public indignation and the suspicion that
the speaker is at heart a traitor, are not
sufficient under the Constitution and
Laws of the United States to warrant a
comviction of treason. In re Charge to
Grand Jury, 3o Fed Cases, No. 18272,
The crime ('f treasan is not c‘t'"lf’c‘h’c{
wntil there is an.overt act. Even a con-
spiracy to overthrow the government or
an  mtention  to treason, or
treasonable words, whether oral, written
or printed, have been repeatedly held not
1o constitute “treason.” U, S, v. Burr,
22 Fed. Case, No. 14, 602 U, S, v,
4 Prvor, 27 Fed. Case, No. 16,000,

commt

Question No. 2: What are “seditious
utterances =

\nswer: There is no such thing as a
“sedifious under the laze. The
Alien and Sedition laws passed in 1768
They were so

"
ntlerance

expired after two vears

intensely unpopular that they caused the

death of the Federalist party. The

’ present spy bill had, in’ its origmal draft,
a clause giving the postmaster general

Jthe right to bar from the matls anything
Jof a. “treasonable, anarchistic or sedh-
tious. character.” Fortunately the house

dropped the word “seditious.”

'

My advice to all speakers is that when
they speak they ed:ocate a change ' the
lazes or the repeal of a lare. All meetings
to discuss conscription, for example, and
5 all Jiterature issued, on that subject

should state plainly that it is held or is-
: sued for the purpose of petitioning Con-
i .- " gress to repeal that law. Such state-

$ v

" Duestion No. 3: What legal authority
have the police over public meetings ?
t to

| on private property, or to break up
lic meegmgs, whether held in private or

League-are at Room 722, 70 Fifth Ave.
The Advisory Board of the League de-
cided by a vote of 18 to 6 to advise their
members not to register on June 5th.

“We have available the names of 15,
000 men who have announced they have
conscientious objections against military
service,” according to Roger N. Bald-
win, the secretary. “Our purpose is to
give legal aid to them and also to“wrge
the War Department to make some pro-
vision for their exemption on grounds
other than religion.”

The Russian

Revolution

——

Jrom a lecture by
- H. ROLAND -HOLST

HE program of the provisional Gov-

ernment contains big promises. If
they were to be realized, Russia would
be the freest country in the world.

The revolutionists who understand
Imperialism know, however, that the
government cannot and will not keep to
this program. There will develop a tre-
mendous struggle in Russia, as we are
now ouly in the honeymoon of the Revo-
lution. We have already been informed
ln_\ cables about protests against apeakcu
who piresent “impossible” demands, We
know what this means. The Social-pa-
triots combine . with the bourgeoisig”
against revolutionary Socialism.  How
large a part of the Russian working class
will keep to the revolutionary principles
we don't know, but what we know is
this; if the Revolution’stops now, if the
wnorkers listen to those who urge a re-
turn to work, to calmly continue regular
life, then within' six months a compro-
mise will be effected between the reac-
tionary forces of the old regime and the
modern capitalists, and even the ordinary
bourgeois freedoms will mot be granted
Only if unrest and action continue 10
prevail in Russia and the working class 1s
not itseli infected by Imperialism, will
the Revolution benefit the Russian peo-
ple, and at the same time, other peSples
as well

We do not know how this Revolution
will develop, but we do know that the
field was prepared by Revolutionists,
Crarism through

in all other countries T
whole regiments of thém,

over to the people, and such we may ex-
pect to be their action in the Proletarian
Revolution. And the same energy with
which the Russian Revolutionists have
continued their efforts to weaken Czar-

in public places; they have no right 0 jsm we Revolutionists of Western Eu-
| Stop street meetings, or to prevent a man  rope have to develop to undermine Im-
from speaking before he says anything perialism. This will have to be the es-
| on which to make a charge. Some cities  gengial part of our struggle. 2

have regulations providing that people
K " who desire 10 hold public meetings on . -
B the street shall secure permits. These A&tdsahre
; i have mh‘w lr::‘ ':h'nb“:um“' per- Tue Sécialist party of Pasadena, Cali-
‘ " mits. Neither have the police any right fornia, has perpetrated a satirical master-
B 1o stop'the distribution of literature on Piece. It adopted the following resolution
either the streets or in meetings. Some and sent it to the Secretary of War at
cities have forbidding the Washington

: Mo‘M'_lf'&em
- distributing the literature hands it to an-
‘other who throws it on the street, the

latter offender pe ployes of Pasadena, hereby pledge pur
: o - loyal and patriotic employers to the serv-
Court of General Sessions, N. ice of their country. We feel that, now

Joseph F. Mulqueen, Jan. 5th, war has been declared because of their
of Philadelphia v. Brabender, efforts, their services will be given, and

; People v. Armstrong, 73 we ask you to use them in any way you

n # can, feeling sure that, because of their
Judge William J. Gaynor, of the New Ppatriotic utterances in the past, they will
: Court, said in Murphy lead any charge against the enemy,
15 Misc. Y.), s00: even if it is'at great danger to themselves.

“Our employers have always main-
tained that they were much more useful

“We, the Socialists of Pasadena, Cal,
representing a large share of the .em-

-~
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coptrary than we, and, because of this, they have
‘mﬁﬁﬁ\w-mmnu.ma
':i: the wealth produced by us. We have

never before agreed with them in this,

but now will take them at their word, and

R

i '*._i.'..

L e RN

i

o S THISE SRR g &~
N

THE HAVEN

By JEANNETTE |

YRTLE felt annoyed, and operated her
typewriter with jerky speed. She was
indignant because the whole office force had
filed out for lunch and Jeft her alone with
the electrician, who came to make some re-
pairs. She felt hurt because of their slight,
but more so, because of the thought that had
she been a younger girl this oversight would
not have occurred. This thought took hold
of her and she began brooding over it. Was
she actually getting old?  As she questioned
herseli she slackened her speed, feeling an
imperceptible stifiness of the joints, as if the
infirmities of age were already upon her
she languidly suppressed a wry smile and
drew a small hand mirror from the top oi
her desk. Her reflection cheered her. Ther:
was no gray hair, none visible, for the i(ew
e had were well concealed. Her face had
a pleasant mobility with delicate indeterminate
lines that left the skin clear and smooth, Her
large mouth was set in softness. A tension
of reserve showed only about the eyes held
flexible lines, admitting of swiit
She appeared youthful—twenty-
! setting and intensity
She was thirty-

firmly by
movement
five, thirty —but the ¢
indicated an older woman.
seven

Myrtle was a hard and capable worke:
well thought of by the office force, but they
resented her reserve and unsociability. They
comsidered her haughty and on that account
Jeit her out of their calculations more n
mee. And each oversight Myrtle took as
a rebuke to her age. The girls in the office
were all young, and she would gaze wit
secret longing and envy at the ebullient agility
of their youth. She felt irritated over their
neglect—her own supersensitiveness—and
struck at her keys as if in castigation

The clectrician was persistently staring at
her, but she felt too annoyed 1o even resent
it. He was a well built fellow of about thirty,
good looking, with marked swagger and was
fidgeting about for an opeming 10 start a con-
versation

You keep pretty busy, don’t you, mids
he tinally ventured

Yes" she nodded

Not 1 1 take it easy,” he boasted

“And your boss allows it? She smiled
with good natured contempt, continuing wit
her work

He don't know,” he answered with pride,
“You see, I'm pretty quick at this, been
it twelve years and | can locate trouble in ne
fime. Other fellows have to monkey around
a job for half a dayy I can loaf on a job
without any one suspecting it.”" He settled ¥

have the nerve” !

“Why,” she laughed out right, “you're surely
not lacking in nerve®” ke ¥

“No." he confirmed, “but 1 didnt know 'mw
you'd take it. I was sort of afraid” e
gazed at her with a slow lingering look that
seemed to penetrate right through her clothe
She became quite confused and rose ires
her chair.

“You're not running away’ he laugh.
good naturedly. “1 could sit here and talk
you all day,” he assured her

\Myrtle laughed nervously, resummg her «

“Maybe you don't believe me?™ he aci |
familiarly.

“O—yes—I—do." Then swiftly eveing
“Secing you could do one thing
years, you surely ought to have no
culty in keeping this up for just on

He lowered his eyes momentarily as oy
drive away a fleeting shadow, shrugged ' s
shoulders and forgot it. But he liked her the
better for the Blow. It dispelled the dito
and brought her ngarer to him

“Say, would you come to lunch with me
he coaxed.

“Why—yes,” she smiled dubiousl

“When?" His eyes were absorbing her «
movement with a hungry, relishing gaze

“Why-—any time—now,” she stammered e

felt a warm wave sweeping her toward 1, . ' ¢
W ‘“ and to check herw -
walked off to the window.

“No, not in my uniform. Say, m.
Friday, and I'll have my other clothes 4
a go?

She nodded assent with the warm | =

light of a young girl. *
“I'l drop you & line to remind you "

S S
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lertone, “Maybe I'd like it better.”
chtened in antivipation
¢ bashiul” he added in a low deep
sod 1 like you for it, for that—and
Y in your eyes” He sucked in his
sorolling up his eves,
he drawled lazily with confidence,
Jd hands—for 3 minute —let's—just
Come, don't be stingy”

His

it up awkwardly, stretched himself with
k intent upon her. “You're going to
v ith me Friday, Jon't forgct”
she laughed delightiully, picking up
¢+ and toying with it. And why should
ro, she asked herseli, But the thought
ieNow, boastfully bantering her name
perhaps at some public bar—she shud-
with disgust at the thought of it
sunner,” he muttered as he watched
e the office, then proceeded to go for
h
+ evening in her furnished room, Myrtle

of him visualized more intensely :
of noon. He felt a stir in her, and it
A response to his supplication. He was
he had her love and that in time she
show it more openly. He showered all
of promises upon her, their magnitude impart-
ng to them a sense of reality which further
encouraged his generosity,

As she watched him, she again saw the emo-
tional warmth of noon and the memory of it
beckoning and alluring. But she forced the
thought 1rom her. Associated with it was too

much uncertainty—perhaps shame—degradation
~-who knows? She shuddered in fear of it
and stretched out her arms to her. husband.

(Continued from Page 1)

This revolt against -onscription is
national. It is- not confined to any par-
ticular section of the country, nor to
citizens of alien birth, nor to radicals,
although the radicals are active. The
revolt is not arising out of any particular
propaganda, but is the spontancous de-
velopment of an instinctive horror of
and objection to compulsory military
service.

The press is spreading the report that
the whole campaign is engineered by

g
i

3!

v lonely, lonelier than she had been _,oenis of the Kaiser. This is a damnable

a1l the three years' separation from her
! She was wracked by nervous un-
v and shame for the indiscretion of
she felt as if all her seli-control were
from her, and she began to
tand the meaning of the indirect pro-
she had been receiving lately from dif
A ferling of intense uneasiness
What if v~ reserve was to give
wmd she should yweld? The possibility
1 thought alarmed "her and she rose from
at. in disgust with her weakness. She
pacing up and down her long marrow
with brisk elastic step. Suddenly her
ntracted, her step became slow and cum
me and her carriage stiff. That's just how
walk when I'm old, she told herseli, and
nto hysterical laughter at the absurdity
¢ ea,

had a queer feeling something must be
with her, yet she was enjoying splendid
Her well cared for body was tense
hrating animal spirit, and her attention
| interest in things had a new alert-
She was conscious of a new assertive
in her. She noted of late that men
t her out, and looked at her not with
fierence. She recalled, abitashamed, how
a few nights ago she actually had to
rain from an overwhelming desire to en-
coarage a flirtation n the subway. What if
e werg finally to let herseli go—and suc-
cuab. $0 A:ncn.’ Was that yet to pass’?

Nap asked herseli mockingly.
Uit sécently Myrtle had felt her moral
caractet impregnable. She was safely insu-
1 “f by her past marital troubles to want

now,

men

wer

g to realize what it was. Could she re-
herself, was she equal to the occasion’®
her eyes, visioning the episode of
ivi assailed her and she began
A If for her weakness. And in
the widft condemnation she found her-
+#eli speculating on the next adventure. The
foon experience persisted in bobbing up be-
fore her, tantalizing and tormenting her with
mockery.

She put away the stockings she had intended

to darn and picked a book. She could not

cad. The elusive uncertainty of her conduct

irightened her. She saw the abyss and won-
dered in whose clutches she would fall. She

felt a fall was imminent. What a mess she
had made of her life! What a mess ! she added
aloud. Then she felt compassion for herself,
after all—she was not to blame, it was he—
he had wrecked everything. she consolingly told
herseli. It was now three years since his de-
His last letter, written more than a
month ago, pleading that she take him back,
was still unanswered. What was the use, since
she preferred her life apart.

For two years Myrtle had known a life of
comparative contentment. Her husband’s de-
sertion had left no void in her life, on the con-
trary, she was glad to be free of him, and
alone. But now she was beginning to find
herself lonely. The calm in her life was leaving
her and loneliness was entering in. Her little
room which had been so restiul was now close
and oppressive and seemed to weight her down.
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It is an insult to the American
people. The agents of the Kaiser have
nothing to do with the movement, except

1 the imagimation of the hirelings of
plutocracy.

A general movement of this character
cannot be inspired by ulterior motives—
it cannot he engineered by the agents of
a foreign government. The movement is
essentially a protest against the action of
Congress in imposing conscription upon
the people without the people’s consent.
It is a tribute to the instinctive democ-
racy of the American people—of all
people. While activity in the Unifed
States was organizing itself, the peoplé
of Montreal broke loose in demonstra-
tions and riots as a protest against the
proposed. plan of the Canadian govern.
ment to introduce conscription. "

The situation is serious. Instead of
weakening, the opposition is developing
new strength. The government is ap-
parently forcing the country into civil
war. It is hoped that, for the sake of
peace and democracy, the government
will alter its plans.

Gentlemen of the Congress, the Amer-
ican people, whom you should represent.
petition yvou to repeal the Conscription
Act!

he

ing © Protest

- .‘. A ;" .‘

Tne Non-Conscription League of
New York City is going to hold a tre-
mendous mass-meeting on the night pre-
ceding Registration-Day—Monday eve-
ning, June 4th, at Hunt's Point Palace,
593 Simpson Street, Southern Boulevard
at 163rd Street.

Besides speakers active in the fight,
such as Leonard D. Abbott, Louis C.
Fraina and Emma Goldman, young men
of conscriptive age and mothers will
voice their protest at the iniquity.

The meeting is to develop into a gi-
gantic protest, and every revolutionist
should be present. 'y

A meeting of the League, held the
same evening that President Wilson
signed the Conscription measure, was
one of the finest meetings ever held in
New York City. More than 5000 en-
thusiastic, aggressive men and women
were present, nearly all the men being of
conscriptive age. The chairman was
Leonard D. Abbott, and the speakers
Harry Weinberger, Alexander Berk-
man, Louis C. Fraina, Leonora O'Reilly
and Emma Goldman. About 15 soldiers
in uniform were present, apparently to
create trouble ; but the spirit of the meet-
ing was such that they dared not “start
something,” and before the meeting
closed walked out meekly.

Marmien men will only be exempt
when their wives and children are finan-
cially dependent.

This would look bad for rich married
men. But the Evening Mail in reporting
this decision reassures its readers as
follows:

“This rule is not general, since some
wealthy married men will be numbered

among those who are of greater poten-
tial value to the nation in their usual

Aguinat.-
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League is an absolute
proven by the activities o(

look this over and
to get back into
Chief among the )
League of Brooklyn
tarist Mass Meetings which are rousing
successes. The first one held a month
ago resulted in packing in 1400 people in
a comparatively small hall, and turning
away hundreds. The doors were closed
at 9 o'clock for lack of room. Overflow
meetings were held in the street. The
second Mass Meeting to protest against
conscription held two weeks later in the
same hall resulted in another overflow
crowd, too large to be accommodated.
The collections have never been equalled
before by any other meeting held in
Jrooklyn. Enough was collected at both
meetings to pay all expenses, and leav-
ing a mce surplus which was turned over

to the Mooney Defense Committee.

| Hundreds of copies of the New Inter-

tional were sold at this meeting, also
uite some “subs” were obtained for our
per.

‘he Propaganda League was well rep-
regented ou'the speakers’ list. The fol-
lowing is & list of the speakers who ad-
dfessed these mass meetings: L. C,
Fraina, Editor of the New International,
Joseph Schlossberg, Secretary of the
Amal. Garment Workers, Ad. Goldfarh,
B. Viadek, and S. P, the
Socialist Party, Winter Russel of the ’
World’ Peace Fed. and Harry Weinber-
ger of the Free Speech League. Ed.
Lindgren and ]. ( h presiding

Kramer of

Rovit

Another Mass Meeting to line up the
workers against Conscription and to en-
this
bloody Wil was to have been held Fri-
May 21, but the proprietor refused
to open the hall and the meeting was held
m the siret

Cur business meetings are well at-
tended. "The S. P. reds are lining up,
with the old timers who dropped out of
the 5. P. due to a disgust of its conser-
vative middle class tactics.

list sentiment for the repeal of

' 01

day,

Westinghouse strikers. The first open-
air meeting netted $35 for the Mooney
Defence though the night was too cold
for open air meetings. i

We have decided to pay for 200 cories
of the New International of each i&ue,
though we will sell more.

This ‘live wire branch meet: at the
headquarters of the 14th A D. S. P. at
223 S, 1st Street, every Thursday night, .
Discussions on timely topics follow the
business session.

Give us a visit. If interested, call at
above address, or write to $, Nesin, Or-
ganizer, 294 Bedford Ave, Brookiyn,

Watch this paper for more news of
the Banner Local. '

For the Revolution,
Press Committee, per S N

P. S.—~We have sent about $20.00 10
the Mooney Defence.

A Magazine of
Revolutionary Secialism

That is the task i £

itself by our magazine,
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