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The Conscientious U
Obiector ‘

By S. J. RUTGERS

HE Socialist 18 a conscientious ob

jt\‘!()l’ because 1t 1s aganst

science and
Working Clas-,

Knowing that armics in
talist countries are used in the
the ruling
class, it is our conscientious duty to op
pose the strengthening of such armies

Or con

principles to  betray the

civilized capr
nierest ol
the workmg

class against

It makes little difference whether the
army is to be used at home to shoot down
workers in their struggles against capi
talism, or whether it is used in so-called
national wars to strengthen and increase
the world-power of the ruling class and
the further enslavement of the worll
proletariat under the iron heel i modern
industrial and financial feudalsm
n Internationalist, the sufferings of for

Bemng

eign workers appeal as strongly to my
conscience as those of my fellow-citizens
or fellow-residents. And being
vinced that the ruling cJasses will not give
up their firm grip upon present society
~unless realizing that they have to yield
before an overwhelming power, the
strengthening of the ruling class is about
as disastrous as the weakening of the
proletariat. This is all the more true in
ioﬂ.ol podern  imp '_.iSI'!L in

con-

* A

barism lies in the rising into power of the
proletariat.
In Germany only a growing general

mass-movement could have any success

against the formidable and well-organ-
ized military machinery, and even Lieb-
knecht, convinced that his martyrdom at
present could not lead to such a mass-
movement including the soldiers, sub-
mitted and accepted the fight inside of
the army. In Russia, revolutionary work-
ers enter the army in order to keep up
and develop the revolutionary spirit
from the inside, and this no doubt is

hope of avoiding a mersio;n tobn-

THE MENAC

HE menace of conscription is imme-

diate, and it is ultimate t marks
the beginning of an aggressive militarism
m this country, and it is the sign and
symbol of a new era of aggressive ac
tivity in the annals of American capi
talism

The fundamental fact that should be

borne in mind is that conscription s

not a temporary measwre—that it has
heen imposed upon the people not alone
for purposes of this war, but as « pre
liminary means of imposing umiversal
military service during times of peace
I'he servile munions of capitalism have
vhmitted that

all indispensable for purposcs

COns rl]d'uw \

war, but that it was necessary t -
tom the people to the idea of umver-al
the decla

war against Germany ther

IHAry service l".\l'n IK‘I-HH
ration ol
was a violent newspaper canfpaign ior
universal military service, that found its
n the Chamberlain bill for the
100,000 men a year

six months during pea

frumton
munary trammg ot
!‘uf N} ;u r:ml of
And even this was denounced in influ

ential circles as a miserable comgromi«e'

Militarism, and whatever they say u
versal service means malitariam, is also-
lutely necessary to the ruling class under

the conditions of jmperialistic capitaism.

control of the investment marke:s of
undeveloped countries wherein 10 avest

a nation’s surplus of accumulie! capi-
tal. The driving force behind : trug-
gle is military power, actual 1l poten
tial. The history of recent is re-
plete with events in which irmed
power of a nation was used to <ecure
its capitalism corcessions and the right

to exploit undeveloped countries, in
preference to a competing national rival.
But in the diplomatic struggles to pro-
mote financial interests,
arise where the threat of armed power
fails in its purpose, and an actual strug-
gle occurs—war. This is precisely the
series of events that led up to the Euro-
pean war. At one moment, the German
threat succeeded ; at another moment, the
French and British threat succeeded ; and
then came the moment when the vast
economic and Snancial interests involved
were put to the arbitrgment of "the
sword.

War to-day is such a colossal proposi-
tion, that it cannot be waged on the vol-
unteer system. Unlike the wars of the
past, war to-day is @ war of peoples, n-
volving and depending upon the con-
scription of the whole national life for
purposes of war. The will of the people,
their activity and industrial capacity,
their enthusiasm and idealism, must all
be conscripted, organized and drilled 1o
back up the soldiers in the field. Not
alone are men conscripted for actual mili-
tary service—the men, women and chil-
dren behind the firing line must be con-
scripted for various tasks, which, while
apparently non-military, are yet indis-
pensable to maintain large armies at the
front.

circumstances

o“'—"

By LOUIS Cy FRAINA

of men from productive pur
ganizing the remainder thor
amtocratically.

But the military and econ
are not alone deternanant
waral, or ]l'fl(!\.!l, factor
suppression of
and MHe coercion uf the Workn

nortan the
N it e

Conscription, un-democrat
« even more menacing in that

directly at democracy genceral

and 1s mtended 1o be used
racy and the Working « las

Imperialism, out of which

arise, 1s  immical to  denwxr

rushes democracy wherever a

ver it can.  The amtocracy generay
wrialism 1s the determmning «V

factor of the times. This new autocracy

rming government, re

try, and re-aligning the

classes in society It «
and imposes new met
ior the overthrow of capitalism
»")urt, the end o1 ] 'é
ocracy, and n ubstitu by
rt l1be '_.1 e nevolent esiut o!

lale
I'Tus being the tendency and the need,
nperialism uses war te establish thisan
firmly

lOCTacy

and permancently
war agamnst the remmants of democrag

b S B K

the negation of democracy, this i
much more menacing to-day because of
the new era of mpenalism, and because
of the way in which war draws upon all
ity for its purposes.

t and most impor-

wn".;ﬂ Torces -IH“I acthy
Accordingly, the !
tant measureé™ni war 1+ to cripple democ-
thdraw the meagre civil rights
\nd conscrip-

means of putting

racy, o w
prevarling durng peace
fwon ¥ 1he efective
throug) |

”‘.' t Tacts AT
violent camy
h)‘ the pres

nary program.
made clear in the
gn for conscription waged
ipitalist enemy. Be-

fore the t hecame a law, the New York
T ribune sard

“It (the volunteer system) discrimi-
nates m favor of the slackers and the dis-

.l_n. Cled, and
ment's task
(M talics. )
Who are the disaffected but the rebels
and the people who refuse to fight in a
war they did not will and cannot profit
: \merican  people expressed
their enthusiasm for the war by refusimg
to enlist; and the government by mcans
&1 conseription will now take them b+ the
scruft of the neck and compel thein 10
nght—in d war for democracy !
Lonscription makes easier “the gow
ernment’s task of keeping order at
hame " Eaxctly! By means of conscrip-

makes harder the govern-
' L./‘An!/ order at home.”

U®Ir country for filthy lucre. Compul-
_".‘_ Mrvice maght not produce loyalty,
L& it would produce a sense of duty and
Gaipline that would prevent such dis-

“@ceful and damaging incidents.”
A Britich weekly, John Buwll, with a
.Ul.{l ' 01
Cipies, <and
*The niiners who refuse to work must
FPeon<cripted

more than one million

put under military con-
t® and made 10 work at soldiers’ pay
Bt is the way they do things in Ger-
Y, and that is the way we must do
*lh«-m here.”

Lolone) ~ r Augustus Fitzgeorge de-
o that “compulsory
"#&cary at this time when the people
% getting out of hand.”

A Licutenant Colonel W. H. Max-
@ was brutally frank in his apprecia-

SErvice was

"ol conscription as a means of crush-

tthe unions :

:\'Thc- abuse of personal freedom has

sched its climax in this country. Trade

momsm-——that shelter for slinking shirk-
s imperilling our existence, and by
Sacthion a rot of our national soul has
tm Omne remedy and one alone can
mdicate this state of rot

A cure it.”
They have not been as brutally frank
o all tha} wm the United States, but the
- ST there and the ‘tmdcnc 15

martial law

e

"nder these circumstances, the fight
b‘"‘( conscription is not simply a prob-
T of the individual and his conscience ;
a great social issue requiring great
il action
i he fight agamnst conscription i1s futile
ess backed up by an appreciation of
7 social and economic conditions that
yught it forth. And the lack of appre
tion of this fact s responsible for
H« h of the absurdity in the no-conscrip
L agmtation
in the category of absurdity is the ar-

ment that comscription is against the
and traditions of the American
The absurdity lies in the fact

the conditions which produced these
I+ and traditions exist no longer ; that
v era and new conditions are here,

1 produce new ideals and traditions

¢ day when America—and this
the dominant interests of capital-

v could boast of its democracy, is

forever. The conditions of internal
pansion ceased when the frontier
ached the Pacific coast. And when

« conditions ceased, America began

juire a larger economic vision, to
! out its economic interests
roughout the world, and to participate
the struggles of imperialism. The ac-
wation of the Philippines was followed
the mmposition of an economic and

tion the disaffected and the rebels may t'irual yoke upon the peoples of Cen-

be drafted into the army immediately, of
by being simply called to thé colors put
under military law. By means of con
seription the civil rights of the individual |
are abrogated, and the brutality of mili-
tary law becomes rampant. “The world
must be made .afe for democracy.”
The conscriptionist sl
these reactionary motives clear. Butove
motive was not ized: thet con-
scription may be to abrogate the
right to strike. .t
In England, where conscription

laid stress on )
ice as & means

-
-
4%

was preceded by a terrific struggle.
M
i E.

not come like a thief in the night, f
by ¢

il America and the Caribbeans. Alcng
} 111 this came the end of that period of
plendid isolation,” when America was
onsidered sufficient unto itself. The
oncentration of industry, the rise of plu-

racy, the financial expansion abroad,

decay of the militant middle-class and
idependent farmer—all these facts pro-

‘ed a decay of the democratic ideal
vd  tradition; gradually, subtly, but

- OF CONSCRIPTION

and universal military service that mili-
tarism cannot and will not develop in this
country.
the will, but of necessity

Militarism is not a matter of
Imperialism
requires militarism to fight its rivals and
to crush its Working (lass

In an article in Scribuer's Magazine
récently, Assistant Secretary of the Navy
Franklin D. Roosevelt denied that uni-
versal would

militarism:

military service levelop
“Few of us hosestly fear that this na

tion will ever become militaristic—the

trend of our civilizatien is all the other
way. Switzerland and Australia are ex-
amples of progressive democracy suc-
cessfully armed against attack.”

I'he “trend of our civilization” may
have been “all the other way™ in the past,
but

sumption that

The as
imherent
\merica that will
duplication of the evils of

1= no longer so to-day.
there is some
superiority of virtue in
prevent the
universal service is childish or insincere
f imperialism are the same
I'he cita-
Australia is

Ihe needs
everywhere, its evils universal.
tion of Switzerland and
stupid. Switzerland is not an imperial-
1stic nation, and cannot harbor dreams of
conquest ; and even the “democratic citi-
zen army” of Switzerland has been used

repeatedly s the Working Class and

parisons are no comparisons at all.

Whether conscription may develop
militarism can be determined only by a
consideration of the fundamental facts of
economic and political deyelopment n
this country.

I'he United States is economically and
financially the most powerful nation in
Its potential forces of aggres-
sion are tremendous, and when loosed in
all their fury will precipitate an unprece-
dented catastrophe.  American capitalism
is inherently and infinitely brutal—its ac-
tions in Central and South America are a
violation of all law and all decency.
Moreover, strange as it may seem, this
country is one of the least democratic, in-
sofar as the rights of the Working Class
are concerned. Nowhere else than in the
Russia of the Czar was a Ludlow mas-
sacre perpetrated ; nowhere else is the
new machine-proletariat more harassed
and oppressed. Anc lynchings are an-
other manifestation of the utter disregard
of law and the rights of people.

The government is more autocratically
organized, the president has more power,
than any other government or ruler else-
where. All this, cogsidered in relation
to the new conditions of imperialism, are
a menacing indication of what is to come,

the \\urlll

By J. C. ROVITCH

“On the ground of the class struggle
we are imvincible; if we leave it we ave
lost, because we are no longer Socialists.”
—Liebknecht.

E call on the rank and file of the
Socialidt Party to look around and
find ovt/ where their recognized spokes-
emen «nfl leaders stand on this funda-
mental gnd most vital principle of the
class strupgle. You have now an excel-
lent opporfunity to learn what is their
conception pi h‘h(lﬂg militarism and con-
scription by scrutinizing the minutes and
speeches at the Conference on Democracy
and Peace regently held in New York
City. The “leaders” of our party were
among the organizers of this new expres-
sion of indignation on the recent mani-
festations of capitalist class rule—mili-
tarism and conscription, and they had
ample opportunity to show their mettle.
ey spoke vociferously and expressed
their convictions verbosely in this gather-
ing. Their speeches can be compared
now with those made by other radical
democrats who for years conscientiously
have been voting for “good men"—
Roosevelt, Wilson and others. Do you
find any significant differencas? Do they
proclaim principles for which the

to stat 7k you not a
ground to suspect that they may not have
any principles at all, as the representa-
tives of the most thoroughgoing oppor-
tunists of the modern school ?

The Conference on Democracy and
Peace lasted two days, and was wound up
by a gigantic mass meeting with an andi-
ence of about 20,000 persons. Messrs.
Hilquit, Lee, Berger, all of them signers
of the revolutionary majcrity report of
the Emergency Convention of the So-
cialist Party at St. Louis, were the most
comspicuous and active ones in the bunch,
and one could expect of them to promul-
gate at this conference the principles set
forth in their own report. Nothing of
the kind happened. The conference
worked out a new platform which was
endorsed by our “shining lights.” Is the
majority declaration of the convention
in their view not good enough to be pro-
posed to any assembly of radical men and
womer as the expression of the stand of
2ll class conscious workers in America?
In all their speeches not a word about the
aims and ideals of our class, not a word
about the principle of class struggle.
Our old friend, “the people,” was on the
stage again, and our “leaders” evidently
think it will accomplish wonders—will
save us from imperialism and conscrip-
tion

A Council of the People was organized

of reaction and autocracy. Freedom of which is expected to conduct an unrelent-
spcec‘hmduamlhh(emw ing fight with “the people” and for the
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| Continued from Page 1)

the masses of the workers in this coun-
try, and to rally all sincere radicals and
opponents of militarism and war under
its banner of Social Revolution; but s
spokesmen and leaders failed to see the
light. Their lack of insight and tourage
means to sidetrack the issue, and conse-
quently they reduced the influence of our
party in the conference and in the meet-
ing to zero. Their zeal for adaptation
was so great that they “forgot™ every-
thing about the alass struggle and So-
cialism, and do not realize their ludic-
rous and ugly stand even now—as is
plainly shown by the boastiul clamors of
the New York Call. They lost their iden-
tity as Socialists by becoming mere crea-
tures of the crowd, and intagine they
have acted the part of heroes. Materiam
superabat opus,

It may be highly possible that finally
a new “Progressive Party” will spring
up from the Council of the People, and
the sponsors of this movement once more
will slander and attack the official stand
of .our party. They then will be able
to muslead the workers of this country
for vears to come, taking advantage of
the fact that this movement was fathered
by our own leaders. They have rendered
a wonderful service to our movement and
to our cause, indped ; but what kind of a
service is this! The proverbial bear in-
tended to render service to his good mas-
ter, the traveler, by throwing a stone at
the fly that alighted on the latter’s fore-
head, bot it smashed his master’s head.
Our “ledders” apparently are following
the example of this bear.

Still, comrades, we should not be dis-
couraged on account of this, although
we must realize the danger in which the
party can be placed by stupid leadership.
The rank and file of the party mast pull
themselves together, gather up strength
and proceed to carrying Into practice the
program of action proposed by the ma-
jority of the Emergency Convention. We
musi realize once and for all that it is
dangerous to trust leaders. | you want
to keep them to your aims and ideal-, \ou

igidly control them d th )

years.

It is your duty now to repudiate their
stand in this conference as unsocialistic
and at varim.ce with the established prin-
ciples of our movement and the views
expressed by our recent party convention
on the question of political trading and
other entangling alliances. You should
make known to the labor world that they
were not representing your views. and
ideals there, but were acting as individ-
uals. Only a class conscious labor move-
ment will be able to cope with the mon-
sters of malitarism and conscription by
waging a relentless fight on capitalism,

\tkn*mmmwﬁnﬂy. The

more

whole movement will be set back for

THE CLASH AFTER THE WAR

HILE the war is in progress, the
highest duty of the socialist pro-
letariat is the fight for its speedy conclu-
But even when peace has been de-
For
New

sion,
clared, his struggle is not finished,
the effectd of the war remain
problemy arise, and must be met

When the soldiers retumn to their
homes, new misery and new want, are
grinning at them.  Awful as havdbeen
the sufferings that war has brought, in
one respect the lot of the proletarians
is still worse in times of peace. In war
times the workers are needed ; the bour-
geoisie needs their enthusiasin, their will-
mgness to sacrifice, their good will, the
spirit of the army is an mmportant factor
in warfare. Money, therefore, becomes
a secondary consideration, subservient to
the aime of the war; aid and assistance
aré gramted with unaccustomed liberality.
The working class suffers, it is butchered,
but those at home at least mammtain a
certain livelthood.

That ceases with the commg of peace.
The workers are no longer needed as
they are no longer comrades,
fatherland,

soldiers ;
defenders of the
Once more they become beasts of bur
lLet them

heroes

den, objects of exploitation,
look for work, if they are linngry

But howw about wcork?

After the war has stopped, the whole
industrial economy of the country must

he readjusted

again Conditions same-
what similar to the crisis at the begin
ning of the war will resalt. A\t that time
the the

nugmbers that were drafted into mlitary

mobilization, in spite of vast
service, was followed by a terrible period
of unemployment which lasted several
months until industry had adjusted i
self to war conditions, and war orders
began to come in.  \fter the war the
sitnation will be exactly réyersed; the
country must pass from war-production
10 peace production. Baut this crisis will
be much more In the forme
case, the old market with its hundrediol |
demands upon production was rep
by the nation, by the arnn with its uni-
form requirements. I8 place of thoun

severe,

!
LN

[
P

’ - - ¥ b4 R
Y

had billions from which t» pay his debts,

billions raised by successive issues of
war bonds, Small wonder that every-
one soof found employn cut.  But when
the whole bpsiness of war ceases, pro-
duction must once more he regulated to
smeet the varied demands i private buy-
ers: and this presents thie greatest diffi-
culties.

The old market. are gone. New mar-
kets must be found, new connections es-
tablished. Al (thi~ takes time. The
enommous ante-belln export to the bel-
ligerent countries cannot at once be re-
sumed, upon that subject we need en-
tertain no illusions. National hatred, in-
fluenced to a white heat will continue,

-

By ANTON PANNEKOEK

immediately, M! be impressed upon the
nation during the great crisis of read-
justment.

What, after they have fought anq bled

for imperialism, shall the workery .
turn, to lie hungry upon the streey, Is

not this crisis a direct outcome of the *

war and shall not the government, h,..
ing spent billions for the war, add .
fgw more billions to its debt, in order 1o
guide 1ts erstwhile soldiers safely throug,
this critical period? What shall y, say
of a govermment that allows its returning.
victorious ammy, to starve on j way
home through the desert ?

To be sure, such arguments wil} g,
be nearly as effective as stern negeyi; .
itself, in forcing the bourgeoisic and .
government to take heed. Bt they wi!
maintain their old pringiple, that in .
peaceful, capitalist state of society
one must take care of himselj Thei
support will take the form of seape
charitable gifts, enervating pauperigagg,
under humiliating conditions, entaily -
perhaps the sacrifice of important r

In view of this, the workers nug
mand security of existence for the
emploved as a nght
tionary demand, 1o be sure, one tha
effect the very foundations of capi
Can the government, however,
refuse to consider its justification, if
demand is voiced by the millions
that constitute
s demand unites the
mediate problem of existence of

""Ii- Is an

armad  workngmen

armies ?

proletarian with the aims and pr
For it
not suflice to simply give expressic
If 1t 15 to be realizes
fought for with all the fore
« that the proletariat can b

of revolutionary socialism

this lemand

must he

I N~
"

ruling class there 1s ang
of the difhiculty.  Reproduc

For the
vay ot
of war matenial that has been destn
will be the §
consideration for bhoth  gow
They will
mand more effcctive preparedness
COUNT T WA, . -

and new ammahents
st

ments and bourgeoisi

. -
- -

stated in 4 round abdut way, into mulitd
Were it not much more eftiidd
these workers in their militar

service

to retan

capacity to retain them as soldiers unde
liscipline for the production o

militar,
new wir material ?

The experiences gained from the or
ganization of industry and trade unde
national control, have impresse! the e
of State Socialism favorably upon man
bourgeois minds. tm
form, contrailed production, over chae;

The advantage-

O'fr'

2
Where can we raise new taxes »

To the proletariat this state socialism
can mean only an aggraVation of its suf-
ferings and increased pressure upon the
burden of life. Notwiﬂuundiu this, it
is 1o be expected that a large part of our
Social Democracy will not oppose this
plan but will lend its heartiest support,
I'beir old ideals make them the prisoners
of this new system of national exploita-
twvnm

Fvén before the war every proposal to
pluck the consumers by new monopolies
was heralded as a “beginning of social-
s, which deserved our heartiest sup-
port!™  Socialism is wot based upon na-
tiomal ownership, but upon the strength,
the might of the proletariat. In the past
the conceptigns of socialism and state in-
dustries havk been hopelessly confused
in the minds of our Social 'Demucracv:
n the future, this party will face the
state socialist plans for the increased en-
slavement of the working class, with
neither mental weapons nor a clearly de-
fined attitude,

F'o the revolut mary wing of the so-
clalist. movement belongs the duty to
strike the first blow at these new and
dangerous shackles upon the proletarians.
The fight against State Socialism will
bring in its wake a radical clarification
of ideas concerning the relations between
the proletariat and the new imperialism
It will issue in a period of new, practical
conflict. As the new, imperialistic state
more and more unmistakably assumes the
guise of oppressor and exploiter the pro-
letariat will see in the nation its great
enamy, against whom it must fight, be-
fore all others, by méans of mass action
\nd the Kautsky tradition that we must
preserve the state in order to use 1t for
our !

own purposes, wil' be practically
shattered

A third cause o Mg oppression

and new conflict will come to the work
ng class out of the war. The natior
of Burope will emerge from this war
burdened with enormous debis War

followed
the
amount, already,

| -
loan has war loan, until the

war-lebts of belligerent  nations

to more than two hun
. -

il - - 2 .

o e are

the

necessary to interest

In the
rliaments, in spite of civil peace, class
fighting- <255, on the tax n,u«w":xon
¥y class tries to push the burden off
to the shoulder. of the other

pay

: vet they
know that all must suffer,
best but a question

that it 1s

o who shall as

me the greater, and who the ledser
rden. f
the social-democrags,

consequently,
th the exception of logical social-im-

private production bave become tog 3 PEPalists of the Cunow type, ‘have reit-

parent,

erated their resolutions against jndirect

than the robbery of the working popula-
tionofallchsmindniuemol&c
holders of war-bonds, by means of taxes
of one kind or another. Had the per-
petuated classes acted from motives of
true patriotism, they would, when the
stueneededthtnmnytocarryona war
in their interests, have placed a portion
of their war profits at the disposal of the
nation. Not having done this, shall they
have the right to demand tribute for all
future times from the population? Of
all kinds of capitalist incomes, the inter-
ests that accrue from state bonds are,
socially considered, the most useless. A
revolutionary, socialist government will
always tend to repudiate this tribute, to
annul all national debts. Conditions are
such that only this measure, the anmull-
ment of the emormous. state loans can
save the nations from the threatening
hnancial débacle. It is not to be ex-
pected that capitalist governments will
turn to this measure, for, to them, capi-
talist interests are holy. The more will
it be the duty of the proletariat to raise
this cry against every attempt to burden
them with new taxes for the payment of
war-debts. . Together with the « onfilca-
ton of all toar profits, this measure will
make it possible, 10 avert the most awful
consequences of this war,
of the people
When the proletariat, during and after
the war, resumes its political struggle, it
must have a clear cut program of action,
The struggle for s wialism is always a

class st

from the mass

ruggle for the momentary inter-
ests of the proletariat. 7 he n'K'lhollﬂ.
the means employed in this struggle, de-
ternwne its revolutionary character.” Of
course, a part of the old demands retain
their importance in the new program of
s, for instance, the fight for full
CEMOCTacy in the nation, and the fight
But both will be
4 New meaning, a new increasing
prevaience of state socialism will weld
exploitation and military en-
slavement together with political oppres-
Yon into one reactioriry whole.

~— Transiated by Lily Love.

action, a

agamst nuintarism
given a ;

mdustria!

- LY L3P o

tal ‘the sheer physical strain was
terrific. It seemed as if | were in a
strange, mad, nightmare world, where

everything was reversed; instead of

health—disease, and mangled and

torn bodies and suppurating wounds,

like  decayed eat; and

smashed wrecks of men, with arms
and legs swung up on apparatus that
resembled nothing so nfuch as the
l'lll
tion; as if shrieks and cries and groans
and smells were the natural and nor-

torture racks of the Inquisi-

- v tior : . . . N : .
The most important of the lurge » @xation, and insist that the burden of ™al order of things. For days 1 was

dustrial branches could be brought, e
ily, into national ownership. This coud
be done, without difficulty with the diret
war industry.

The question of employnmwnt for e
Mumit' soldiers, too, would ) “olved

war be borne by the possessing classes.

added  burdens,
wuld reduce the standard of living of
e working class even more than before.

nauscated. The sight of raw mangled
Unquestionably they are right, when they flesh, the blood-saturated linen, the
mmintain that the masses cannot  bear Stench of gangrenous wounds,

~

has issued a manifesto
the defense
that added taxation . Pervous strain of bandaging freshly class rule exists:
amputated stumps, and the screams operate with those
of the dressing hour simply

bom-  reduced humanity to
P O Aacisie. The denger B Bt they forget that the standard of liv- barded the unaccustomed

senses and  have abused civilization.” It is high time

Unions in
secretary of Hindenburg: “We declare
ourselves in full harmony with the con-
tents of the letter of General Hinden-
burg (in which H. demanded no strikes

during the war). Strikes must be

avoided under present conditions. The
safety of the country is of the first im-

portance. . . . [Irresponsible peo-
ple have tried with only very slight re-

sults to call strikes in munition factoriesy, .

to further their political interests. . . .

We request that you submit this letter to .

General Hindenburg ™

This is where the defense of “our
country™ leads to.

Tue minority Socialists in France are
organizing their forces. The Comimittee
for the Defense of International Social-
ismof which Longuet, Deguise, Goude,
Mistrale angd others are members and
which is supported by the Jowrmal dw
Peuple, organized a congress to which
both factions of the minority were in-
vited with the main purpose of discussing
instructions for delegates to Stockholm.

Tue minority Party in Holland (the
$. D. P.) decided not to participate in
he International Congress at Stock-
olm, unless the leaders of the revoly-
tiapary Left Wing in Germany and
:\u’tria. Liebknecht, Adler and others,
havie been released.

)
{

Tue labor convention held in Leeds
(England) expressed sympathy with the
Russian revolution and endorsed the “no

annexations and no indemnities” de-
mand for an immediate peace. The

congress showed 3 bitter spirit of oppo-
sition against the English Government
and its suppression of any and all liberty
at home. The brutal imprisonment of
strike leaders and the fact that seventy-
four were in jail already for a long time
without any form of a trial. was most
en.phatically criticized,

The most important result of this con-
ference, in I U ¢

A DG
. -

"

ST gy, - 4~
—

Tue latest congress of labor unions in

Italy fully discussed measures to be taken
during the period of readjustment after
the war. It is expected that an unprece-
dented unemployment will follow the de-
some of them hideously green and mobilization of the armies.

}('”H\\.

——

Tue distu and strikes in differ-

ent parts of Spajn continue to develop.

It has been reported under date of June f,

that in Barcelona soldiers participated in
. the demonstrations and held as prisoners
, several officers of high rank. ~

Tue Brazilian Federation of Labor
denouncing the
of the Fatherland, as long as
‘e will never co-
whose principles have
nothing and who

threatens, when great rebellions masses ~ is not fixed, that it is determined by

call for work, bread, a-<istance, could i which the worker is in a position

. #odemand, and to win from the capitali
thus be averted, by drafting them mEme - » e capitalist
: A mslitant, firmly  organized

diately into the war industric. ind then. . : :

"&l"\‘. as conditions m private indgs. :‘m:;:m - :':w plane of

try hmme mort‘u-nle-L dismiss them by .banml —— mpd:i:::ﬁ::

PR by Sorvice. _m the industrial fiekd, this but proves its
Oeher adWntages, 100, might asise " weskness and ineffecti

fl'ﬂ? Shch & plan, In the firs plaoy pro= m‘dm‘c August, 1914, the social d&

et e peutly chempaiof Sl s S 6 the feoe &8 e

the exclusion of all middlenen E i L’ nd kissed its f i

one ‘h‘ how much could e saved b) !hf‘ " “a. o weak-

government miu"uﬂ of lrrlulm'.jiw '|ﬂ|lmi‘l, W it

Al technical and organizationy) prove. be ' ised ”‘ml" must

ments of the war pesiod would be """h m‘.::; A S $55 S

plied. It would do away il the l"-'*.“‘f:, ,m- rapidly M.;:"MM

lem of ant msiurance, Wm? ; : .' “' therefore

could be regulated ; for aguin. this powe | are ridiculous

erful employer labor union. would he

powerless, even if they were

to exist. It would mean for the |

increased mk‘t; would

greater curtailment of their e

freedom than was possible under

ownership.

3

i

hit the newcomer fairly in the pit of
the stomach. When | confessed this
to the ward surgeon he langhed.
“That’'s nothing—the rebellion of
healthy nature against disease. When
I was at the Front, at the commence- |
ment of the war, at one of the base
hospitals, | used to retire and gag at
regular intervals. It was awful, for
we had nothing to work with. But
mobilize ‘your emotions. Don't let
them mobilize you. Imitate the sang-
froid of the poilu,
by the bed of

i

for Gompers to crush these rebels.

—_—

‘Tne demonstration and protest strike
in Stockholm on June 5 resulted in a
conflict with police forces, which charged
the crowd, killing and wounding a
dozen. : :

A general demonstration in Norway
against high food prices developed with-
out bloody incidents, hundreds of thou-
sands participating,

*
DemoxstraTions in Bohemia were of

HE General Committee of Labor
Germany writes to the

-1

t
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Confusion and
Compromise

Continued from Page I/
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one belie vk tha th that the dayvs
are not 1ar ol when we <hall have a

Counail or Waorkmen and Saldiers on the

T oas the one

sdame puu S LAY Poperation
in Russia ['hen there will be an end 10
militarism an’ consenption. capitalisg

and work| war- I'hither Lies our salva

tion amd the emanapation of the prol

tariat of the worl |

It s a well known fact that vencreal
the held
and at home threaten to aftect serioushy

diseases among the <oldiers

the recuperative power of the warring
nations.  Perhaps still more disastrous
is the influence on the women Dr. -
gel, member of the City Council of Ber-
lin, reports that the percentage of so-
called illegitimate births in the large
<ities of Germuny increased from 15 per
cent. in 1914 to 45 per cent. in 1916, and
that in the same period the number of
reported venereal diseases of women in-
creased tenfold. Such figures combined
with those illustrating the physical, men-
tal and moral degeneration of the youth,
period of
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HoIw

Nao douht

LIVt | he

there wi perinds of a

terrible ravages of war must

wemended, while the '('zrl.ul"'ll‘ﬂ[ ol war

neterial, hkewise, tor 4 tme. will en

ourage production  Fnommous genera

have been sustamed, and will for

losses
a4 tmw, Iincrease

But the

production on - everny

hand cannat mwean i lastng

state of prosperity . chietly bevause the

destruction bheen o

ot capatal atself has
great Farope wiil emerge from this war
poor an capital, deeply i debt to Amerwa

[t 1 generally conceded that we will mest
a period of general mdustrial depression
The bourgeoisie will strive to a- cumulate
new capital by intensibied explomtation
low wages and unempioyment will be the
gifts that war will bring to the prole-

tariat.

In the coming years the problem of
unemployment will be the burning ques-
tion, the weightiest problem in the strug-
gle of the working class. The demand
for effective, and sufficient umemploy-
ment insurance must, therefore, be one
of the most important demands of the
socialist proletariat. It must be raised
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aleg off and e dving wangrene
Welll how  goes gt I asked
Cata  (ato micws [t goes It g
hetter, he veplhied stmply - And he was
dead up to his waist alreadyv!' He wa-s
a dead man and he knew it, and he

Anew that [ knew that he knew 1t

and

sull he looked me straight in the eve

and sard It goes ¢ Roes Ilc(tcf'

[here’'s  mobilization of spirit for
'
Vol

Nevertheless, when the dressings

were over | breathed relief Never did
I learn to control my nerves com-
pleted ; to listen without a tremor to
the cries of pain, the high, piercing

screams, “Oh. la, la" “Ah, Nom de
Diew "’ “Ah.  dowcement.  doctewr!
Easy there!" “Oh. bon Dien. how |
suffer!”  The quality of purc agony

in those broken cries was too much

for, me.—Elizabeth Fraser. in The
Saturday Fveming Post.
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Registration and After

Tue statistical conscription  of
vouth of America was a great success
—according to the press of the enemy.
There is rejoicing over the “patriptism”
of these men, who had to be taken by
the scruff of the neck in order to com-
pel them to fight across the seas.
But there is an under-current of
aiarm beneath all this rejoicing. A
million men, it is claimed, did not reg-
ister, and the government is arresting
all it can lay its hands on.  More than
M per cent.- claimed exemption, al-
though the news from Washington is
that only about 10 per cent. may be ex-
empted.  And there is the Conscien-
tions  Objcctor—how many  regis-
trants claimed exemption as Conscien-

1
It is

the

tious Ohjectors is not known
being kept secret by the government.
But undoubtedly there were thousands
upon thonsands. The Conscientious
Objectors are determined to refuse ac-
tual military service. Whether they

will accept altermative service is stil!

{on-
alter

iterested fm his kI than v bis
conscience. Altermative service con-
tributes to the slaughter of war and the
C. O. cannot conscientiously accept it
It is not clear whether the government
. will grant exemption to Conscientions
Ohjector ¥ not, unless the ic-
tion of the compels the govern-
ment to recognize these obiections. Or-
ganize and act!

ATrial for the Czar?
Tuere is an insistent demand in Rus-
sia {or the trial of the former Autocrat

.10 be decided. Jn our opinion, the

+of all the Russias. Originally proposed .

by Lenine, this demand is assuming
formidable pro iwons. There is his-
toric pr for this action in the
‘trial and execution of Louis XV], an
act that was the sign and symbol of
~ revolutionary France.  Revglutions
canmot palter, nor indulge in senti-
mental aspirations. Revolutions are
drastic and brutal. The trial of Nicho-
las would be a trial of the old regime,
his condemnation a at the rem-
il

there anything more appalling than a
'u;ung man, full of courage and spirit of
adventure, looking upon the world with
the enthusiasm of youth, prepared for
love and life and achievement, laying
down his life for a cause that is reaction-
ary and oppressive ? It isn't the loss of

lif¢ that counts most, it is the circum-
stances.  And that is the great crime of
war

The Judgment of Pilate

Ix an editorial on the Conscientious

Objector, the New York Globe says™\

“Their cry is the old one of Cain, ‘Am
I my brother's keeper 2’ They are funda-
mentally anti-social.  They lack the de-
velopment of beasts, for beasts are far
enough along to realize that they cannot
take themsclves outside their group.”
a contemptible utterance. The
particular occasion that called it forth
was the arrest of the three Columbia
students  for anti-conscription  activity,
The circumstance that among the three
is a young girl of nineteen, who is not
subject to the draft, who had nothing
seifish to gain from her activity, is suf-
ficient refutation of the vile slander: The
war mania¢ is inherently incapable of
Jauging ackions at their true value. Is
it not more courageous to risk the scorn
of friends, the repudiation of parents, tc
become an outcast and a pariah, than
to march in gandy uniform to inspiring
martial music amid the' plaudits of the
unthinking mob? The greater courage is
moral courage—it
amid scorn and forces that seek to break
Nothing has happened
\mierica in recent vears of more poten-
tial value to civilization and democracy

s s

its  spirit. n

than the activity of our young men and
women against the \ct
I'hey are the raw material out of which

Conscription

may be sculped the revolutionary move-
ment of the future. The hysteria of war
will soon in retrospect appear as an evil
Iréam, but their courage and idealism
will be cherished as a’ precious
tion to the glorious annals

which alone make one satisfie! 1 re

ontribu

revolt

main a human bheing

The Expulsion of Russell
HE expulsion of Charles Ldward
Russell from the Socialist Party
i¢ a merited expulsion, s pro-war
stand, ms geceptance of memsership m
the irfamots Réot comimidsion to Kids-
sia—these are things that cannmt be
tolerated in a Socialist.

But if the expulsion is just; the sin-
cerity of certain groaps responsible for
the action is highly questionahle. The
bureavcracy wanted Russell out, he-
cause he wag not with them and be-
cause he was'a thorn in their sides. And
they put him out. But what of the
others, gentlemen, hone of your bone
and flesh of your flesh, and who are
compromising Socialism?

Mever London in Congress has re-
peatedly disgraced himseli and his
party. He pledged the support of the
party to “the country” in the event of
war. He equivocated miserably on the
various war measures in Congress. He
has not represented Socialism. What
are you doing about him, gentlemen?
You did not even criticize his actions!
Ii you are sincere, why not at least dis-
cipline Meyer London? ol

In our opinion, Victor L. Berger is
much worse than Charles Edward Rus-
sell. The worst that can be charged
against Russell is that he is a non-
Socialist,"a bourgeois democrat. The
least that can b charged against Ber-
ger is that he is a thorough Imperial-
ist. >

It was Victor Berger, in the Mil-
waukee Leader, who a year ago carried
ona for the conquest and an-
nexation of Mexico by the United

; who reconciled Socialism with
1 : who was reactionary on
nearly every problem of the day. It
was Berger who was respomsible for an
Emergency N. E. C. sending a telegram
to President Wilson, the day after the

~ severing of diplomatic relations, that

was a complete abandonment of Social-

endures in silence,

a menace to the integrit ] ':“;;
ment. And yet Victor b £y
a member of the Socialis! “"“ Yorb
The party burcancracy o ‘\-(-.l by
that expelled Russell “* -
Lee and Hillquit. .Tud ! ” '1 -
cheek by jotol with | o
recently were instrumicnla b
ing Berger from Jeing ' ' o
N. E. C. for flagrant ' ;
cialism. ~k
Sincerity and consis Tk
are not things that ca . )

impunity

The Message to Russia

F the Russia of the t a YT
buke 10 the Aflies’ claim 1o e ::

ing an unselfish war for de .
Russia of the Revolution carng B8
claim to shreds.

The Allies are in this wa ““'
purposes of conquest. Ku s W3
pudiated these purposes, and the \lled
are stooping to cajolery and 0 datvt
to force her on the firing line ".”(M
day, actual threats of reprisal and pans
ishment were made, and the thieat of 4
Japanese invasion is being - | 1o hod
Russia in line. The Alhes ncIais
and diplomatically, are encouraging A
strengthening the reactiona fores
represented by Milyukoy, and pher a®

a perpetual menace to the revointonas

democracy.
The issue in controversy is |«
its terms,—-not a separate peace, but 3

¢ 4’!

non-Imperialistic  peace. The Alhet
governments do not wish to accept e
Russian formula of peace. They desi»

victory. They wish to crush ferman
They wish 1o “rectify” frontiers, anne
territory, and conclude a general In
perialistic peace. Great wan
the German colonies and Mesopotams

Britamn
France, Alsace-Lorramne and
Italy, Epirus and the Dalmatian coa
lheir programme is  the lmpenahs
of Milvukov, which has
been repudiated by the Russian people

What is the attitude of our
ment mn this controversy ?

e of
was considered by

NV

programme

uu\ﬂ\

entry America into the war
some people as a
strengthening of the democratic aspuna

tions of Allies. On the contrary, i

strengthening  thewr  Imperialism M
plimixs  nf  coniwesp M oreovse .

l'nh‘éd' States, td-day iy lh.t great
to denmmwceracy m Russia, and consey
Iv throughout Europe.

Two months before our declarati
of war Presidenmt Wil  urged
“peace without victorv.” To day,
president is determined Impose
victorious peace.

America, according to the p
went into the war without any
motives of its own. To-dav, the A
can programme s brutally  selfish
reactionary.

The complete change i the presi
the assertion of this country’s Imperiak
istic purpose, s amply expressed i
President Wilson's message to Russia
on terms of peace.

This message strikes directly at the
aspirations of Russia’s  revolutionary
democracy. It is an expression of the
identical Imperialistic proposals of Mik
yukov. Tt is a complete acceptance of
the Allies’ plans, and the weight and
authority “of  America's power and
prestige are being used to promote the
Imperialism of (ireat- Britain, France
and Italy —and incidentally of this coun-

try,
¥ The acceptance of the Presidents
terms by Great Britain and France is 2
sufficient  demonstration of their reac
tiomary character. They differ in no e
sential way from the purposes cov
m the phrase “reparation and guaran-
tees.”  Their general character may
cover all sorts of plans for conquest.
What “effective readjustments” does
the president propose except readjust-
ments of territory? “No territory!
change hands except for the purpose of
securing those who inhabit it a

1o

’

The me,

: sage frankly comes out in
iy °‘.'3’¢ overthrow of the status quo
- Very justly, the president points

= M “it was the status quo ante out
hn::'d. this iniquitous war issued

.But that status did nof consist
“' of German power and plans of ag-
',:"‘"L It was made up equally of Al-

Power and plans of aggression. That
,"“" arose out of the clash of Imperial-
"’f- apd may be altered only by the ces-
Sation of this clash, it
_The revolutionary democracy of Kus-

%2 and President Wilson are in accord
- d"”""& an alteration of the status
o ante. Bl the presider s pro-
Eramine w ould simply alter the effects in
favor of Allied Imperialism; while the

wan  programme  would alter it
besis 1y arousing the Workin g Class
&ainst lperialism and for a general
M‘ﬂ'l"mnar) eace.

Retain the fundamental causes of the
"'_‘“ quo ante, and no amount of tin-
kering with its effects will abolish the
Menace of war. Nor would the Presi-
.*“"‘ proposal that “the free peoples of
3¢ world draw together . . . to secure
Peace and justice, promote peace and
freedom. The “free peoples of the
Md are all in the clutch of Imperial-
sm, as much as the peoples of éiermany
and Austria. The rapidity with which
America is acquiring armed power and
lm]ltnaluhr aspirations, the way in

-which our government acquiesces in Al-
lied purposes, all this proves conclusive-
Iy that no “covenant of free peoples”
can promote |-£5re and freedom.

The president has not stated what
America expects to gain from its sup-
port of the Allies and a defeat of Ger-
many. But it is being stated for him.
The New York Mail, in an editorial on
#Our War Aims,” June 11, says:

“From all entente powers we should
Pow receive a definite acknowledgment
of the Monroe doctrine and a definite
acknowledgment of our paramount in

ferest in the Mexican situation. We
st have from all our allies an
inowledgment of our right 1o eco-

nic and military hegemony in the ter-
ry between the Panama canal and
Canadian border. That acknowledg
t must
nce, Russia, Italy, Japan. They must
ifically renounce the right of initia
in Mexico and delegate to us what-
interference in thyt land may he

come from Great Britain,

“This is nothing more than the Mon-
doctrine developed to fit changing
conditions. If now, during war, we at- :
tain this recognition from our allies, we
can, at the peace conference extort this
recognition from Germany also. There-
with the defenses of America would be
immeasurablly  strengthened all
time.”

\nd, incidentally, the Mail proposes
that Great Britain cede to the United
States its Carribbean possessions,

Fhis, accordingly, is the “unselfish”
programme of America. Our country
15 hecoming a danger to a just and equi-
table peace. Moreover, it is using its in-
! ‘nce against the new democracy of
K <a. “The world must be made safe
for democracy.”

Socialism During Peace
and War
HERE is no complete break be-
tween war and peace—each is

qually the expression of determinant
onomic and political forces. The war

for

arks a new epoch in Capitalism only
"M this sense, that it is the sharp, defi-
i, catastrophic expression of forces
Uperative in society during peace, and
that precipitated the war. Through
the process of war these forces are
being  transformed  into  dominant
forces, where previously they were
latent or insufficiently developed. The

dssumption, accordingly, that war
fnarlu a complete break with the past

war were equally existent before the

~war, if less apparent. The Interna-

tional did not collapse during the war;
it collapsed before the war, the war
simply registering and emphasizing the
collapse. :

The International did not collapse
because of traitorous instincts, acci-
dent or cowardice. All these are
strictly incidental factors. The Inter-
national collapsed during the days of
peace when it made its first compro-
mise with Capitalism. It collapsed be-
cause the majority that dominated it
compromised with the menace of war,
and accepted the fact of war; it col-
lapsed because it placed national inter-
ests above international intérests ; it col-
lapsed because it refused to fight ag-
gressively in peace the conditions
latent with the menace of war. In
short, the International collapsed be-
cause it abandoned the class struggle,
nationally and internationally—an
abandonment that, begun in peace, was
cgnpleted during war,

Socialist policy, whatever apparently
startling changes it may show, is not
at all breaking with the past; the break
with the revolutionary traditions of So-
cialism was made many vears ago. So-
cialist policy to-day is a direct result
of our policy of yesterday, and can be
considered only in that light. We may
couch our criticism of the majority in
different language, and cite different
facts; the fundamental issue has not
changed

The revolutionist, accordingly, must
reject a “civil peace” within the party,
As the Imperialist secks to put through
his plans by pleading “national unity,”
so the Socialist majority seeks to per-
policies and control
The revolu-

petuate 1ts by
pleading “party unity.”
tionist rejects both—our principles are
supreme, and alone vital

All our action during the war will
bear scant results unless we proceed on
the principle that our struggle is the
identical struggle waged before the
war, and that will be waged after the
wWar

\ Socialist may be against the war,
but that is not sufficient for our pur-
poses: the test is that plus his general
principles and tactics. The circum-
stance that Edward Bernstein, . Bruce
Glasier and others of their type in Eu-

rope are agaivet the siar doee not aleer  Jor
their essential charactet as liberal dem-

ocrats ard reformists. . And- the cir-
cumstance that an element of our
party bureaucracy, captained by Mor-
ris Hillquit, Algernon Lee and Victor
I.. Berger and the conservative forces
they marshall are against the war does
not alter their character as opportunists
and reformists of the worst type,

Moreover, Bernstein and Glasier are
at least sincere and aggressive in their
action against the war. Our bureau-
cracy is not. To their general short-
comings, they now add the crime of
saymg one thing n theory and virtu-
ally repudiating it in practice. Their
dominant coacern is to perpetuate their
yower for purposes of their own after
the war. And it is precisely because of
this circumstance that we cannot sus-
pend our struggle against the majority
and their abandonment of revolution-
ary Socialism. .

The underlying conceptions, the mo-
tives, of one's opposition to the war
are an essential factor in the problem.
We are organizing not alone for the im-
mediate, but for the general fight
against Capitalism. And our immediate
action must square with this general
purpose. i A 5

The struggle against Capitalism can
be waged effectively only on the basis
of the class struggle. The struggle
against war cn be waged effectively
only on the basis of the class struggle,

By ROBERT H. HUTCHINSON

HERE is an unfortunate fallacy in

human thinking, characteristic of
class society, which consists of believing
that reality of humah relations can exist
entirely apart from the people. In the
middle ages there was a long contro-
versy between the Nominaliss and the
Realists, the former maintaining that
there was no such thing as the church
aside from the people who made it up,
and the latter holding the opposite, that
the church was an entity, which existed
over and above its changeable parts.
Naturally the latter was the belief of the
churchmen and their supporters, for it
meant that whatever happened to the
people, whatever were their lot in life,
whatever was done or not done for them
by the church, it mattered very little so
long as the ideal which the church held
up was maintained.

This disease is now taking a firmer
hold in this country. We believe in de-
maocracy ; and | venture to say that there
are really very few people who openly
and frankly oppose this belief, but we are
not always sure what we mean by that
word. (ur tendency is to hold on to the
word rather than maintain the fact. It
is this fevil worm in our minds that al-
lows u{ to send men over to the battle
lines to t for democracy while we at
home are gapidly Prussianizing ourselves,
that allow$ us to talk about liberty while
we suppress free speech.

For my part | know this, that if I had
to go over to the trenches and stick
bayonets into men’s guts, 1 could prob-
ably do it.  If I saw the necessity for it
I could probably grit my teeth and set
myself to the job and gradually get used
to it, for I know that people can and doy/
get usedr to things and that 1 do, too.
But I know this also, that in doing it
I would be giving up something in ge
that I believe is more valuable to civiliza-
tion than any good which I could pos-
sibly do in killing people. 1 would lose
my hatred of blood-shed and viciousness
and appression and horror, and | would
also lose what

it

the t x

ing some say, to think that the
latter of t things is more desirable.
How on can you separate happi-—
ness and f from human

and how you have these things if
human beings, one by one, are going to
brutalize ves ?

I can se€ future. [ have returned
from war, I am \quite used to horrors.
There is industrial unrest in the land, and
I am ordered to go and put down the
disputes. At the scene of action I see
women and children starved and dis-
eased and without homes, but I merely
light my cigarette, for to me that is noth-
ing. Then I am ordered to shoot at a
crowd of men, mere trouble makers like
those Germans were. | shoot with pride
and skill. And then mhm
sleep peacefully when [ be
ing in an agony of conscience.

It is precisely the sort of thing
churchmen of the middle ages did.
the sake of the holiness of the
they sacrificed the people who
the church. It is a terribly
thing to do—to brutalize members of
community with the idea that the
munity will be better.

1
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[y statistical  conscer proa b the
vouth of America was i great success
according to the press ot the enem
| here 1s rejotcing over the “patriotism
of these men, who had 1 he tuk
the scrutt of the neck m order ¢ m
pel them to fight across the seas
But there is an under-current of
alarm bencath all tins repmcimg \
million men, 1t 1= clamed, Jod not reg
ister, and the government 1= arresting
1 \1

dlat can lay its hands on \ore tha

per cent. clammed exempriin

ough the news from \\ ashmgrton s

2oonly about 1o per cent. mad he e
emipte And there 1= the Consawen
1 < ) W | \ mans reygis
tracits pmed exemption as Conscien
trons €0 ~ s vk 1 l -
being kept secret Dy the aernmen
But undonlvedly there we housands
upon thounsands I Conscentions
Chiectors are determmed Teilist

teal mulitary service \\ hether
will accept aliernative
to be decided. In our opinion, tie
scipntioms Objecton, accepts alier
' ey 1% €, alid Much
more interested fm his Sk than v his
u.;\wirncr Alternative service )
tributes to the slaughter of war and the
C.O '

It is not clear whether the governmernt

SCrVIOC IS 8T

cannot conscientious|
will grant exemption to Consci
Ohjectors—probably not, unle<s the o
t n of I:lr pﬂ)pl(‘ «'unl?wi- the Q 'S4
ment to recognize these ohiections Or
ganize and act!

A*Trial for the Czar?
THERE is an insistent
sia ior the trial of the frmer Autocrat
of all the Russias. Originally propused
by Lenine, this demand 15 assuming
formidable proportions. There is his-
toric precedent for this action in the
trial and execution of Louis XV, an
act that was the sign and symbol oi
revolutionary France.  Revglutions
cammot palter, nor indulge in senti-
mental aspirations. Revolutions are
drastic and brutal. The trial of Nicho-
las would be a trial of the old regime,
his condemnation a bl at the rem-
nants of the old regime that are in-
triguing against the revolution. It
would fire the imagination of the peo-
ple and contribute to their aggressive
spirits.  Men are men, and not thinking
machines; and the trial and condem-
nation of the former Czar would be
more effective than a hundred procla-
mations. Revolutions are drastic.

They cannot palter.

The Great Crime of War
Tue great crime of war is that the
: and idealism of the
are used for m;ll"‘"
poses of death. enry
mzucmw. re-
cently said: “Men are reached equally
imagination and their pa-

lemand in Kus-

gy

here anvthing more appalling than a
\»‘-un; man, full of courage and spirit of
adventure, looking upon the world with
the enthusiasm of youth, prepared for
lve and Dhife and achievement, laying
lows Tos Bite for a cause that 1s reaction-
4 1

most, 1t 1~ the

ary aand oppressive =1t the loss of

Dfe that coumts cireum

\nd that 1~ the great crime of

The Judgment of Pilate

]
1

cditoral on the Conscientious

Chieotar, the New York Glabe SavsN
herr ory as the ol one of Cam, *\m
rother « kc'\'[n' ¥ Ihey are funela

iack :h\‘ le
beasts, for heasts are far

vannot

ta) inti sonctal I'hen

g along to realize thay they

me  themsclves outsude their group.”

ontemptible utterance I'he

vrtcelar o owcasion that calied 1t forth

Was ¢ arrest of the three Columina
o it nscription  activity

I e circumstance  that among the three
voung nrl of nineteen, who i~ not

subject 1o the draft, who had nothing

1~ suf

b to gam from her activity,

en' refutation of the vile siander I'he

war maniw s mherenthy mcapable of

ey actons at therr troe value I

el UG
1

tomore courage - o rosk the scorn

s, the repudhiation ot parents, te
woome anoonteast and o parah, than
too march m gandy umitorm to inspirning
nmartal mnsie amad the plaudits of the
nthinkig mob?  The greater courage 1+
moral courage-—-i1t endures in silence,
vnd scorn and forces that <eck to break

Nothmg has happened
\mier i recent vears of more poten
dovalue to cnvihiza 1 femowracy
t Coactinvty of our voung men anid
vome wamnst the Consenpion \
| ¢t wwomaternial on o whiet

Il <o 10 FEIFOSpect apiwear as an ey
"réam, hut their conrage I el
will he chenshed as a precnms
ton to the glorou nnal. ch
"-."-‘ l'uul'( !|\|kv' Ne Q.
mam a human being

The Expulsion of Russell
cxpulsion of Charles | orid

T H 1
l\.'\‘l'”

is a4 mented expulsion,  The proowar
staliu, ms goeceptance of menwership
the rfametis Réat commmssn to Kils-

from the Socialsr ey

]

<ta-these ate things tho cannao e

solerated noa Socialist

But i the expulsion 1, the sin-

~IY':} of COTLAMm grodps 1os st e tor
the action s highdy questranghle The
mreareracy wanted Ruoss ait, he
cause he was not with thenm and be-
cause he was a thorn i thorr sules, And
thev put him ot But what of the
others, gentlemen, hone of vour hone
and tesh of vour flesh, and who are

compromising Soctalism -
Mever London in Congress has re-

peatey  disgraced  himseli and his

party.  He pledged the support of the
party to “the country™ in the event of
war. He equivocated miserably on the
various war measures in Congress. He
\What
are vou doing about him, gentlemen?
You did not even criticize his actions!
Ii you are sincere, why not at least dis
aipline Meyer London?

In our opinion, Victor [.. Berger is
much worse than Charles Edward Rus
sell.  The worst that can be charged
against Russell i1s that he is a non
Socialist, a bourgeois democrat.  The
least that can b charged against Ber
ger i1s that he is a thorough Impernal
18t ’

It was Victor Berger, in the Ml
waukee Leader, who a year ago carned
on a campaign for the conquest and an
nexation of Mexico by the [nited
States: who reconciled Socialism with
Imperialism ; who was reactionary «n
nearly every problem of the dav. It
was Berger who was respomsible for an
Emergency N. E. C. sending a telegram
to President Wilson, the day after the
severing of diplomatic relations, that
was a complete abandonment of Social-
ism, aond worse—a document suhse-
quently tacitly repudiated by the full
N. E. C. And it was Berger wh, only
a few months ago vilely misrepreseate
the Russian Revolution, and said tha:
“we hope the Revolution will not or.
ganize pogroms!”’ If for nothing else
Berger should have been expelled from

has not represented Socialism,

 the party for the ctime of being respon-

Y
a menace to the mtel! ’~ i
ment And vet
a member of the So ¢l
I'he party burcan N
that expelled Russ . .j"(
Lee and Hillgun " nd
cheek by jowel it | ol
recently weere inastran e
ing Derger from poo .
Nk C ofor tlagrant
cralism |
Smncenty an - h
iIre not thmngs !
/

The Message to Russia

the

e
the Ku--ia ot

". v
l buke to the Alhe- o ‘“‘
g an unselhish war o e
Russia of the Kevoim
claim 1o shreds

The Alhes are in
purposes of conque-t |
pudiated these purpose
are stooping to cajyolery
to force her on the tining s
dav, actual threats ot ¢

ishment were made, and 10«

e
Japanese mvasion 1~ hen he-l
Ih(' \

and diplomatically, e o

Russta m hine

t

strengtheming  the  read:

Malvuk

a perpetual menace to the

represented by

democracy.

I'he 1ssne i controves
s terms, not a separate
o I perialist: fea
government l'u ot
Ku~<tan tormula of |eae t les
wish to an «

A ICTo | he

Lhey wish 1o “rectify Tromtie

territory, and conclude o e
Cereat B ar

\e tan

jpreria T |eace
the e an colomes and
\lsice I.erY.IXIIl'

and the Db Oa

I e
lial b
anme s the |
Mibvukon

cen repidiated T the Ku t

~

ratmme

MW ot s the attitude o aur poven

ent o this comtroversy

he entry ot \mernn e e

wos consudered by wonie people

strengthenimg of the democratic aspar

tons of Alhes. On the contrarn
stremothening  thew  Imperialiom rap
pms 0t D omome) M

Unhéd Statestd-day iy lh‘c ufeat mepte
to denmceracy m Russia, and consey
v throughout Furope.

before our declarat
A\ o v;';ﬁ’

dav,

I'wo months
of war  President

“peace  without victon For

president s determmed 10 [ose
victorious peace

\merica, according 1o the presidet
went into the war without anv  self
motives of 1its own | o dlan
can progranime brutallv selhsh a
reactionan,

The comulete change i the president,
the assertion ot thes conntry's Impenak
cexpressed m

Russia

1ISUcC prarpose
Wilwin's me
on ternis ot

This message <tnikes directly at the
aspiration ol 1

amphy
Pre~ulemt ~age to
peace

Kus<ia's  revolutionan
democracy It s an expression of the
identical Tperialistic proposals of Mil
vukon It s
the Alhe-

authornty  of

4 complete acceptance of
plans, and the weight and
power lld
pre~tige are hemg need to promote the
Imperialicnm of t,reat. Britain, France
and imadentally of this coun-

\merica’s

and T
LA
* The acceptance of  the
terins by Great Brtain and France 1+ a
of their reac
I'hey differ in no es
trom the purposes covered
m the phirase “reparation and guaran-
general character may
cover all sorts of plans for conquest.
What “effective readjustments’ does
the president propose except readjust-
ments of ternitory > “No territory must
change hands except for the purpose of
securing those who inhabit it a fair
chance of life and liberty”—but tha! will
be decided by the Allies. Readjustments
of territory have never p omoted peace-
Readjustments of power to-day can
not promote peace. These “readjust-
ments’’ simply mean the aggrandizement
of the victor. The destruction of Ger-
many’s “Berlin 1o Bagdad” programme
would injure German Imperialism and
profit the Imperialism of the Allies. The
indemnification of Belgium and others
can in no sense be the exclusive punish*
ment of Germany, but of all the major
belligerents, since all are fundamentally
The president’s :

President’s

suthoent  demaonstration
bonany character
sential won

tees’ Therwr

THE NH“‘NT"NATIONAL
- \

[

m messa ge

faver of 1l frankly comes out in
el e overthrow of lhf status quo
out they 1Y Justly, the president points
of which n '\\ as the status quo ante out
forth " 1, this iniquitous war  issued
ll'mcl..y‘ | ‘ut that status did nof consist
erman power and plans of ag-
l‘.:“"”‘ 't was made up equally of Al-
Power and plans of aggression. That
mtll\ an

e out of the clash of Imperial-
may be altered only by the ces-
[hon af 1. clash

I'he cvolutionary democracy
Ma and 'revident Wil

sm, an

of Kus

~On are m .u\'-f('

m de. N¢oan alteration of the status
o antc  Pin the presider s pro
gramuie would simply alter the effects in
favi Mied Iimperialism; while the

Ussian programme  would  alter it
bas, atousig the Waorking Class
agaim Baperahism and for a general
Fvolutionary veace

Retain the fundamental cau~es of the
staty cante, and no amount of tin
kermy iy its eftect~ will abolish the
menace of war.  Nor would the Presi
dent’s proposal that “the free peoples of
te world draw together to secure
Peace and justice,  promote peace and
freedon, lhe “free peaples of the
l“”l’M are allan the cluteh of Tmiperial
sm, as much as the peoples of drerman
and \y. Ihe rapndity with which
Amenica s acquiring armed power and
Imperialiati aspirations,  the wav n
which our government acyumesces in Al
bied frpeoses, all this proves conclusive
by that e convenant of free peoples’
can promnote peace and freedon

Fhe president has not <tated  what
Amenica evjects to gam from ats sup
port of the \lhies and a defeat of Cier
man Put ot s bemng stated for ham
The New vork Mail, in an editonal on
“Our War \im<,” June 11, <av~

“From all entente powers we ~hould
pow recene a detimite acknowledgment
of the Monroe doctrine and 4 detinite
acknowledgment of our paramount n
terest in the Mevican ~ituatum We
mu -t have from all O allies  an
hnowledgment of  our night to eco
‘mu and nubitary hegemony 1in the ter
Moy between the Panama canal and
" Canadinm baorder Fhat acknow ledy
@pnt must come trom Gereat Brtam

.:uur, Ku-~~ua, Ttaly, '|.|[-.m [ her
gecihically renounce the right of it
ve 1in Mevico and delegate to us what

mist

’

ever nterference n Qw land may he

R

“This is nothing more than the Mon

e doctrine developed 1o it changing

conditions.  If now, during war, we at
tam this recogmtion from our alhes, we
can, at the peace conference extort this
recogmtion from Germany also There
with the defenses of \menca would he
mimeasurablhy ~Hrnglh('nn| for all

¢

\nd, madentally, the Mail proposes
it Gireat Britain cede to the United

tes ats Carnibbean peossessions
accordinglyv, 1~ the “unselish”

sramme of America (hur countny
ecoming a danger to a just and equi
¢ peace Moreover, 1t is using its n

ce agamst the new democracy of
I i “The world must be made <afe

- democracy.”

Socialism During Peace
and War

T HERE s no 1‘(!"\]“1'((‘ break be-

tween war and peace—each s

dIv the expression of determinant
nue and political forces. The war
vasanew epoch in Capitalism only
'~ sense, that it is the sharp, defi-

‘. catastrophic expression of forces
Uierative in society during peace, and
that precipitated the war.  Through
the process of war these forces are
beng transformed  into  dominant
"rees, where previously they were
Litent or insufficiently developed. The
assumption, accordingly, that war
Marks a complete break with the past
' without a shred of sociologic truth.
Ihie fundamental tendencies dominant
1" peace are dominant in war.

In other words, to understand ade-
uately the politics and economics of
Capitalism during the war its develop-
ment and tendencies during the era
that preceded it must be borrie in mind
lf a basis; and to the con-
flict of policy in the Socialist Move-
Mment to-day, we must appreciate
fact that it is the continuation of an
identical

-3

war were equally existent before the
war, if less apparent. The Interna-
tional did not collapse during the war;
it collapsed before the war, the war
simply registering and emphasizing the
(‘u":lpsc_

The International did not collapse
because of traitorous instincts, acci-
cowardice. All these are
strictly incidental factors. The Inter-
national collapsed during the days of
peace when it made its first compro-
mise with Capitalism. It collapsed be-
cause the majority that domnated 1t
compromised with the menace of war,
and accepted the fact of war; it col-

dent or

lapsed because 1t placed national inter

ests above international interests: 1t col

lapsed because 1t refused to fight ag-

gressively  in peace  the conditions

latent with the menace of war In

short,

the International collapsed bhe-
cause 1t abandoned the class struggle,

natronally and  internationally —an

abandonment that, begun in peace, was
cegmpleted during war

Socialist policy, whatever apparently

starthng changes it may show, is not
at all breaking with the past: the break
with the revolutionary traditions of So

crualism was made many vears ago. So-
|

Il st

pohicy to-day s a direct result

ol our policy of vesterday, and can be

consudered only ain that hight - \We may

couch our criticism of the majority i

hfferent language, and cite different

facts~: the fandamental 1ssue has not

I'he revolutiomst, accordimygly, mus:

reject a4 enal peace” watlhin the party

A\~ the Imperiahist secks to put through

his plans by pleading "national umity,”
~o the Socalist majonity seek~ 1o per
petiiate 1ts policies and  control by
ol ] L4 '

deading “party unity The revolu-
tuetitst rejects bhoth UL PrIng 1'|Zt'~ arte

supreme. and alone vital

A\ our action dunng the war will
wear scan: results unless we proceed on

¢ b Wiple tha OUr SIruL i -~ ne

. 1 1 1 5. ol

en Jostrupgple waged  bhetore he

roand that will 1 ced aiter the
A Ar el that w MWW e alter the
W

A S owctalist o miay be agaimst the war,
art that = not sufhcient for our pur-

pose~ the test i~ that plus his general
circum-

Bruce

wwinciples and  tactics The

stanve that Fdward Bernstemn, |
Glasier and others of their type in Eu-
rope are agaivet the war doee not alter
their essential charactar as liberal dem-
ocrats ard reformists.  And- the cir-
element of our

party bureancracy, captained by Mor-

cumstance that an
ris Hillquit, \lgernon Lee and Victor
I. Berger and the conservative forces
they marshall are agamst the war does
not alter their character as opportunists
and reformists of the worst type
\Moreover, Bernstein and Glasier are
at least sincere and aggressive in theirr
the war. Owur bureau

achion against

cracy 1s not. To their general short-
comings, they now add the crnime ot
saving one thing in theory and virtu-
allv repudiating it in practicc. Their
dominant coacern 18 to perpetuate their
power for purposes of their own after
the war.  And it is precisely because of
this circumstance that we cannot sus-
pend our struggle against the majority
and their abandonment of revol:tion-
ary Socialism,

I'he underlying conceptions, the mo-
tives, of one’s opposition to the war
are an essential factor in the problem.
\\ ¢ are organizing not alone for the im-
mediate, but for the general fight
against Capitalism. And our immediate
action must square with this general
purpose.

The struggle against Capitalism can
be waged effectively only on the basis
of the class struggle. The struggle
against war cn be waged effectively
only on the basis of the class struggle,
which means on the basis of revolu-
tionary action. But as the majority
abandoned the class struggle in their
fight against Capitalism, so they are
abandoning the class struggle in their
fight against war. They refuse to adopt
aggressive tactics. They are losing
their Socialist identity in bourgeois
movements and bourgeois peace propa-
ganda. They are pursuing the identical
general course they pursued in the days

By ROBERT H. HUTCHINSON

HERE is an unfortunate fallacy in
human thinking, characteristic of
class society, which consists of believing
that reality of humah relations can exist
entirely apart from the people. In the
middle ages there was a long contro-
versy between the Nominaliss and the
Realists, the former maintaining that
there was no such thing as the church
aside from the people who made it up,
and the latter holding the opposite, that
the church was an entity, which existed
over and above its changeable parts.
Naturally the latter was the belief of the
churchmen and their supporters, for it
meant that whatever happened to the
people, whatever were their lot in life,
whatever was done or not done for them
by the church, it mattered very little so
long a« the ideal which the church held
up was mamntained
This disease 1s now taking a firmer
hold 1n this coumry. We believe in de-

macracy ; and [ venture to say that there

are really very few people who openly
and frankly oppose this behief, but we are
not always sure what we mean by that
word. Onur tendency 1s to hold on to the
word rather than maintain the fact. It
1~ this jevil worm in our minds that al-
lows 14 1o send men over to the hattle
1o Bght for democracy while we at
heme are gapidly Prussianizing ourselves,
that allows us to talk about Itberty while

we suppress free speech

lines

FFor my part | know this, that if [ had
and stick
I could prob-
abl If 1 saw the necessity for it
I could probably grit my teeth and set
myself to the job and gradually get used
€1, for | know that people can and doy
do, too.
But I know this also, that in doing it

th go over to the trenches

havonets mmto men's guts,

do 1t

get usedd to things and thar |

[ would be giving up something in e
that I believe is more valuable to civiliza-
ton than any good which [ could pos-
sihiy o in killing people. | would lose
my hatred of blood-shed and viciousness
and appression and horror, and | would

Jor thy finer thinge of Yée and for Peas
al_rdagone’, °J.don't, sgg how
can-live togethér, intl™ anf ert-
mg enou some say, to think that the
latter of thgse things i< more desirable.
How on earth can you separate happi-
ness and ffeedom from human beings,
and n you have these things if
s, one by one, are going to
selves?

hn\\ C
human bemn
brutalize t

e future. [ have returned
from war, | am \quite used to horrors.
I'here 1s industrial unrest in the land, and
I am ordered to go and put down the
lisputes. At the scene of action I see
women and children starved and dis-
cased and without homes, but I merely
light my cigarette, for to me that is noth-
ing. Then I am ordered to shoot at a
crowd of men, mere trouble makers like
those Germans were. | shoot with pride
and skill.  And then I go home and
sleep peacefully when I should be writh-
ing in an agony of conscience.

| can see

It 1s precisely the sort of thing tne
churchmen of the middle ages did. For
the sake of the holiness of the church
theyv sacrificed the people who made up
the church. It is a terribly dangerous
thing to do—to brutalize members of the
community with the idea that the com-
munity will be better.

Mowrcay takes fifty million “Liberty”
bonds and other billionaires advertise
their patriotism in a similar way.

It certainly would be a very poor sac-
rifice to grab hundreds of millions of
war profits and allow a couple of those
millions to squeeze “only” 314 per cent.
interest out of American labor. But the
fraud is far more shameless,

also lose what W i have got __.4
’ SV




THE NEW INTERN
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HE dominant feature of the So-
cialist Movement in Europe to-

day is the vrganization of the revolu-
tionary minority into definite groups.
In Germany there has been an actual
split, and the organization of an Tude-

pendent Social-Democratic Party. In

France the minorty has just organized

a sort of Council of Socialist Safety,

and 18 daily hecoming more aggressive

{,and definite in its purposes. This tend-

ency prevails equally in the other na-

tions. And evervwhere the principles

and tactics of the Leit Wing are be-
coming ascendant in the opposition.

The Socialist Movement of the

I'nited States has it within its power

to make or break the new forces of

Socialist  feconstruction now  active

. throughout the world. This recon-

struction is the historic task of the

revolutionary minority, and according-

Iy it becomes the task of the minority

in our movement to organize for defi-

nite action.

Never was a finer opportunity of-
fered. The membership of the Party
is revolutionary, and has compelled the
intelligent and unscrupulous portion of
our bureaucracy to adapt themselves to
the situation in order to maintain theif
ascendancy. But the bureaucracy has
been badly shaken. Some of its mem-
bers are being expelled, others are re-
signing, and the remainder are trying
10 assume the garb of the lion, while
surreptitiously pursuing their opportus
nistic tactics. The membership is
awake, assertive, aggressive. One great

Q“&}."-ka‘“ !?

. Shprpes

ganda | ecague offers the
and the means.

The Socialist Propaganda League is
an organization of revolutionary, in-
ternational Socialism. It is the Ameri-
can expression of the Left Wing in
Europe. Its principles are the funda-
mental principles oi Socialism, its tac-
tics the fundamental tactics of revolu-
tionary Socialism adapted 10 the era
of Imperialistic Capitalism.

Ours is not a temporary task. It
isn't simply an expression of the re-
quirements of Socialist action during
war. War is the continuation of peace,
and peace is the continuation of war.
The Socialist Movement must be pre-
pared to meet the test of peace equally
with the test of war. Our program,
ccordingly, is a general, comprehen-

a3

opportunity

MOTHER AND DAUGHTERS

of the Kauiman fam-
So much was crowded
ato it to serve the requirements of living-
room, dining-room, kitchen and sometimes
bedroom, that one felt cramped, though the
room ‘was not small, _

At a square table between the two win-
dows, Edith and Sammy sat doing their leK
sons. Mr. Kaufman, pipe in mouth, lay
stretched on the sofa, reading the evening
paper, while opposite, at the sink, Mrs.
Kaniman and her eldest daughter, Lena,
were washing the supper dishes.

HE lving-room
ily was drab.

A tea-kettlc steamed on the stove. The
crease of dishes, the lingering pungency of
cooked food, coal yhacco Iw.

mingled and imparted to the a1
through which struggled a faint ¢
fumed talcum powder.

In the center of the room, below the gas
light. pretty Beatrice, clad in a white statched
petticoat, stood with a hot cdrling iron
waiving her hair. She was humming softly,
making graceful little steps, in anticipaygpn
of'the dance. Joyous pride gleamed on the
girl's face and her glances fondly caressed
her shapely limbs, clad in pink artificial silk
stockings. Some day they would be real
silk, she felt it and the gladness of it made
her steps more lively and her song more
loud.

“Shut up,” Mr. Kauiman wearily grunted.
“All day long | have the :rinding machines,
and at night it is squeaghing and prancing
Can’t you keep still for a moment ™

“She can afford to be happy,” Mrs. Kaui-
man mocked wearily. “She has a new
dress and silk stockings. What more does

she need™

“1 work for I,” Beatrice impetuously re-
torted

“Shut up, shut up. It will be better. She
works for it,” her mother snecre “We
don't work? Lena doesn’t work

“1 want to Jdress the same as other gir's
I am not an old maid!” Beatrice announced

with the pride of her cighteen years, eyemng
her older sister disparagingly

Mrs. Kauiman pushed
arm upraised, ready to str
trice quickly skipped over to the corner

“Don’t mama,” Lena pleaded, pulling her
mother's apron. “Leave heg alone. 1t does
no good.”

“No one dast say a word agamnst
Beatrice taunted

“Just you call her old maid again,” Mrs

forward, with a

ike her Hut bea

Lenma™

KNauiman threatened, all flushed Her
WEArincss gone, stong into a mood of ag-
gresswon, ~hc WwWas rrady 1o satisty t. t0

appease and relieve her pent-up feelings
As lLena checked her, Mrs. Kafuman
calmed down. '::\ nineteen-year-old girl an

“AN the good it does' Of the ten dol-
lars you give, you take back 1 A girl
ecarning fifteen dollars a weck—why, you
could make us all happy!™'

“Now, mama, you know | don't take back
nine, andd 1 don't get fifteen. You know
very well | only get ten,” Beatrice protested
very Joudly. In reality Beatrice got twelve
Her mother sudpected it was thirteen, but
for the purpose of reproach, she made it
fifteen.

Beatrice was not exactly a selfish g,
just thoughtless. And because she was
thoughtless, her austere surroundings left
no harsh uaprints upon her pretty face,
smooth and soft, with a pallor enhancing-
refinement,

She belonged to a species of beauty that
bloom radianly until their early twenties,

ne

its fragrance, then the facé is left blank,
vacant, and soon time hurries up to ﬁl! in
the lines with ennui, grossness, or both.
Their charm is purely physical. And the
wma.ummuw.
Mrs. Kaufman thrilled at her daughter's
beauty, but turned away to conceal her
. unwilling to lend encouragement
zrondv. Secretly she was proud;’
for she admired style.
have it for all of them!
“Lena dear, you should get yourseli such
a dress,” the mother urged, with her eyes
fondly on the dress Beatrice had taken off
and spread upon a chair.

If only she could

By JEANNETTE D. PEARL

parents objected to Frank because he was
a Christian. They made lim out a pretty
black sheep, who spent his moncy faster
than he made it and had nothing to show
for it.

Somechow Beatrice stood in awe of her
mother. She had oiten tried to draw nearer,
to confide in her, but felt herseli chilled.
“I guess it's because mama’s ideas are old-
fashioned.,” she told herseli, and carried her
confidences 10 Lena. Her life flowed so
rapidly, she wanted guidance, steadying, and

, felt the need of throwing off ballast.

Mrs. Kauiman and Lena were remarkably
alike. The mother had the more regular fea-
tures. “She must have been beautiful—when
young,” people said of her. But drudgery
and grief had drawn a network of fine lines
over her face and made it rigid. Only the

large suffering eyes moved, and moved
swiftly. She saw, but the hand was pal-
sied. - She had never been trained, never

educated, and her great capacities had shriv
eled up and left her mmpotent

lena's face was plastic, sensitive, an in-
articplate current flowyng in and
waves. Her emotions were in the process
of refining, like ore in a metallurgical fur-
seething, boiling,
creating and
releasing, sressure, that reg stered on her

crests

nace, a molten wmiss,

sending forth noxious gases

face at umes a lethargic gloom, harrassed,
strained, indifferent, and at other times the

glow of costasy Lena possessed  that
jormative fervor which, if not wrenched
awry, evolves, and the plain face of youth

rijpe tot the radiant beauty of maturity.

Instinctively Mrs. Kauiman sensed that
beauty in Lena and wished to nourish and
prescerve it To her Lena was a delicate
Hower which must speedily be transplanted

to healthier soil, lest she wither And the

mother strained every nerve to influence
daughter into making an advantageous
rriage
Annie. next door, is engaged,” Mrs
Kaufman ventures vely glancing at
Lena
Yes,” Lena nodded, continuing reading.
S dn't do so welll” Mrs. Kaviman
ack edye smiling sadly, with pathetic
as she glanced at her two danghters,
vhom she felt nHdent iid do
1 better
\ « » nsihie What's the use of
' Wi a girl works in a tactory,
« t afford to be too particular, and
want T he AClOrY cals nto a
girl's alth and youth, and leaves her a
v ut, withered, lonely thing. It's the
same in the store Mrs. Kauiman con-
cluded, sigh signiticantly, for Lena was
a salrswoma:r
Lena was silent. So the mo
4 ’

are mo Jonger a child
had rieh pavents  Yon have
your youth; and when that is gone w
will become of you? A mother cannot liv

forever. You will be alone, desolate, in §
boarding house, among strangers A
wonman cannot work all her life ke 2 man
It's the poorhouse that spares her e
face. O, | might as well talk 1o th, 1.*
Mrs. Kauiman wailed despairinghy

“I'm listening, mama, ['m lste

I've heard this before”

“You are a foolish girl
learning. When a man comes begyi,
make you happy—and such a m. M1
Isaacs, so respectable, he could | "
such a beautiful home— case
learn to play the piano—y »u coul
is such a grand man "

“But 1 don't love him, mama.”

“Don’t love him? Poor people have no
business with love. You'll marry lve. and
what will you have? Burdens that
you out before your time.”

“It isn't written anywhere that
marry.” The mother failed to see |
“lﬂﬂ‘.cl‘. for she did not know
love tragedy in her daughter's life

“A fine Tuture you'll have before you slaye
ing away. It isn't ag if 1 cofild give vou
anything.
said despairingly. “I'm ‘old—near!y -
my life is almost over; perhaps 1') drag oa

wit W)

', he

wear

must

wt
tnas

f the
&

I have nothing, nothing,” she |

wear my things,” Beatrice

She ¢ "
fered. 1 4O t stop her.
1 o Lena mocked. “Then you would
M ol excuse for slopping our my
"“-:,',_‘,‘ the same as you do yours”
‘b"" Kauiman [Illd no heed to the i-nf:
“on. With her eyes on Lena, she said,
:;‘,.‘ vely, hopefully, “You ought 1o ask |
'. ra Th »
Again Frme made no reply. What could
et ¥ sa few t?unu more' Mean-
yile the Jay$ were slipping fast and left
" aand o stM, harnessed to crushing,

And ahead stretched a

eifying routine. ;

::m” Jlam. ANl her life she had given
She resehted it now. A feeling of hos-

gty suried within her and mentally she

pbrasd her mother. Then as if

gan ! -
must, the hardships her mother

0K

4 endored loomed uwp.  “Poor litt'e
- ¢ reflected sorrowiully, “poor
ode mania' Her throat contracted pain-
by & she grew warm with sympathy.
\en tension tightened, her tempera-

nd again she became retrospec-
teen years old, and what had she
comp shed? What could she accomplish,
will and need of others placed
stacles in her path?
auiman noted on Lena's face that
wled of her purpose. “Some chil-
i Joy and a pleasure to parents;
me only sorrow and pain. | am
nothing, nothing—who cares
old woman thinks or says’ Each
as she pleases. Why, even little
who only a little while ago was
ickling, is already his own boss and
s own way. A mother is
ablc.” she lamented bitterly

FEY

=S8sFs?

-'1")‘ for
lon’t appreciate us,” Beatrice's voice
& t “Other mothers would (-nl_\ be
with such children” and
oudly drew herself up for approval

happy she
She
to depart and assumed a con-
ating attitude, desirous of staving off a
srgument. For that reason she had
herself to silence during her mother's
ation with Lena.

$ ready

wod-bye, I'll be home twelve ock
Beatrice soiemnly assured her mother

g Lena a sly, mirthiu! wink

Mrs. Kauiman received the announcement
y skeptically and threatened to lock the
r at twelve o'clock

you don't leave the door open, Harry

i climb through the transom and open
for me,” with

toquettishness that hungered for attem-

Beatrice coyly threw

She skipped out undaunted, confident of
wing it elsewhere, and pleased with her-
for baving “put it over” so negatly this

» . .

e ...b“'..hh.‘ % Kad
", 4ot .. L
burried 1o the ball, wherd she

Frank.

faiting long " she pouted, arching hér
y neck and shutting her eyes

" (His arm around her wait.) They
ded the stairs, boisterously greeted by
g iriends.  Frank was popular. First
ery game, he carried off his victories
that easy grace of sportsmanship that
h the glory and envy of boon
ship

A gt

com-

friend called Beatrice and she

* maiged from the group ssmling, with ex-

aled arms artiully setting off her figure
My kissed affectionately and proceeded
® whisper carnestly. Their seriousness
o8 interrupted by splurts of giggling which
M8 burst with cumulative force in loud,
sseontrollable laughter

*Come on"” Frank beckoned Bnlncelz

ager for the dance. And they tripped away,
merry, carefree, excited with close passion-
#e body comtact and stealthy caresses.

Later in the evening Harry Cohen came
@ and adked Beatrice to reserve him a
dancc

*You're not going to dance with Harry,”
Frank urged, firmly drawing Beatrice
v , “and you're not going to go out
with him,” he warned.

*Now you are beginning again. | tell you

was not out with him.” Her eyes began

g with tears, so he believed her.

another few years. 1 have nothing 1o live  *you won't dance with Harry,” he

for. Your father and I—we are strangers;

lovingly, pressing her hand.

from that vain Beatrice I can hope for noth. | “Who said so?" she teased, her face again

ing—and the others are just as grusping
It's you—you 1 live for. llm-m”
vided for, 1 could die in peace

parenthetically. The loving concer
centrated upon Lena was for the
benefit of the rest. With Lena provid

d
there would be no need of lnni.h' o

H
their fate. But the children resented this 4

2 .
I k " “No, shall not,
mmumummmr-."muzf.-:o «’;“-ﬁ banteringly.
n con- pands with the right of proprietorship, he
future *

L

smiles. “I'l dance with whom | please,”

told her she was his girl.
She shook her head negatively.
“You'll be all right,” he said confidently.

|

it
™ ifi!
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She watched him with apparent calmnass,
her body aquiver with longing and restraint,
proud of having inspired such passion in
him. For a second she wavered speech-
less, but soon recovered herseli. She knew
that when a' girl yields to her lover, she

s Jeopardizes her chance of marriage. And

for a favorable marriage, virginity is an
aAsset

She drew herseli up. “You should not
speak like that to a good girl,” she ad-
monished

There was a hesitancy in her voice in
which Frank detected a mental reservation.
It was Hasry—he was sure of it—she was
comparing him with Harry. “You are
not gomng to dance with that dirty Jew,”
he exploded.

“You're. filthy dirty yourself,” Beatrice
answered, coming down upon him with all
the fire of her being. He was insulting
her, her peaple, and now she realized the
insult of his previous proposal and she was
furious. She hated him for it, and hated
him for the hold he had on her and be-
cause he stood in her way. If not for him,
she could be going with Harry. And she
stood there cutting him relentlessly with
her sharp tongue, for her loss, for his in-
sults and for the love she bore him.

She would not let him apologize. De-
manding her wardrobe check, she went to
Harry Cohen asking him to see her home.

“I had a fight with Frank,” she told him,
her face white with visible tension. “He
wouldn't let me dance with you,” she said
indignantly, discreetly concealing the imme-
diate cavse of the rupture, thereby making
obvious to Harry how much he was being
preferred, and this preferment delighted
Harry

Beatrice did prefer Harry—socially. She
felt a faith, a security, in that he could be
depended upon to take care of her fittingly

He tucked her in, in his waiting runabout,
and drove her off with the delight of a
schoo! boy, talking incessantly all the way.
He

pression

was all flustered, cager to make an im-
while Beatrice for the most part
stlence with her
thoughts and conflicting emotions

sat in absorbed own.
Yet,
now and then she accompanied his laughter
A couple in a.passing auto stopped them
or direction, which Harry gave with vol-
uminous detail, acknowledging their thanks

with a bow and a loud, “You're welcome.”

Frank would have tipped his hat, flashed
through Beatrice's mind

When Harry had stopped his car, he
slipped his arm about Beatrice, and she

accepted his embrace, but now that he tried
to kiss her, she turned away her head. She
felt no tenderness toward him, and was
anxious not to have him think that she

o 4 : d §52 rge o .
car sped by them. “But this is all right
he chuckled. “It's when a
elow has some one—then it's a nice big
Some car 1% get my little
Ford, ecither,” he assured
Beatrice, hugging her closely.

1 get a nice little house in Jersey when
I get my new car,” he asserted with pride,
watching her for the anticipated response.
But Beatrice showed no emotion. Frank
would have said “her car,” she.reflected.

for a batch™

car he wants,

gwrl, and no

“Don’'t you like Jersey? he questioned
with concern

‘Not much,” she drawled, lowering her
head. “l like the Bronx.”

He watched admiringly her shyness. “Any
place my little girl likes suits me.”

They had stopped at her door and were
sitting and talking in the machine. Harry
felt nervous and distressed. He did not

quite know how to formulate his guestion. .

“You'll marry me” he finally ejected,
clutching her to him and stopping her

 auswer with passionate kissing.

Beatrice was so carried away by a trans-
port of joy, she had to restrain herseli, not
to let him think her an easy catch. She
accepted him hesitatingly.

1L

Leaving Harry, Beatrice ran up the stairs
and bounced into her mother's room with
such noisy rapture that her mother awoke
with a start.

“I'm engaged to——" Her joy overpower-
ing her, she burst into tears.

il
3

G

'

of it for what B
his great tasks. She yielded 8
to satisfy her symmpathies. foi
And he fed without satiety.
no glow, no fire in her responses,
with the consciousness of
Her passiveness, harrassing and i
his raging, unsatisfied passions, ; |
and aroused in him a crudeness sometimes >
brutal. In the flush of her new expeérience, _

i

:
:

f

and this feeling further accentuated their
discord. She saw him grow restless, idle,
smoking incessantly, sliding down from the
heights to which her fancy had raised him. -
And it tore into her flesh. She began to
despair of his ever doing things. His vacil-
lating nature disturbed her. She could not
understand that his temperament did not
flow with continuous uniformity like hers;
but that his intense energy blazed and
smouldered, alternately, dampent | by the
least irritation through undevel ped con-
trol. She accused him of being hard, be-
cause his surface had congealed. He had
shut her out from his inner struggles and
she couldn't penctrate to see the turmoil
within him. All she saw_was his irritabil-
ity and his vaccilation,

He ceased to be her ideal. And with that
cessation, her feelings began to wame. It
began to dawn upon her that she had sac-

ears for the smart of her wounds,

y's work, with its necessary dis-
s, grew hateful to her and she
longed for night and darkness. Alone 4n
bed, for /Beatrice usually came i1 late, the
warmth ‘of her body all huddled up, less-
ened the chill of her heart. And tears, the
safety valve of the feminine mechanism,
cased the pressure.

She saw hcuc'lf depraved, without honor,
and lamented her loss. In truth, she was
not mourning her virginity, but her shat-
tered ideals; her own failure to influenceé
her lover's life. But to her the real cause
was vague. Disheartened and distllusioned,
her feelings waning, she clung to, and
found sustenance in, morality. She began
to struggle with herseli to give him up, to
become good. Misgivings assailed her. Her
inherited morality showed her the futility
of her desire. Virginity, she had been
taught, was like china; when broken, the
shattered fragments may be pieced together

again, but the seams show forever. Her

.cu_nduct was irrc’nnﬂe. How s ¢

.
saved by it. She would swallow her pride
and ask Arthur to marry her.

With this resolve, she had rushed, long
before their meeting hour, to the park, their
usual rendezvous. Her; home offered no
privacy, and in the park Lena escaped her
mother’'s scathing ton

When Arthur sauntered up toward her in
the park, Lena van to meet him.

“You are mot angry™ she a‘ked with
concern, noticing his gloom. '

“No,” he drawled, “tired,” ané extended
his hand indifferently.

“Why were you not here last night?™ she
asked eagerly. |

“l had work.” She detected a tinge of
color creeping over his face. He ~as lying.

He had lied before!
“Arthur”—she paused—"we ca: not go on

like this.”" He acquiesced.
“What do you propose to jo?  He
shrugged his shoulders. :

Hcdi.l.otho'. But she—she knew.
~“We can get married.” The blood rushed
to her face. The suggestion
with terrific force and left
hausted. She saw him
to eye him with hostility,
He removed his and

“1 would
dom,” he

mean
have to
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Page Four

| Socialist Propaganda |

SUIUEgC, and Lhe paily abd iis luiure
ts-ours. -
Ir ‘e meanwhile, the mmority must

' e o | [ g atice Porena
\
. 14
' W -
S IS it 1 e
e ratil 1
[ Lt (38 M
L he Do sl1s 'YHI‘. ‘e
erever 1t s s s iy tie (N om
toward agpressine actuon I OTRan
rzing the munarity i ~trihinyg haneds

across the seas with r re olutkmary
Comrades

tmr "YIIL".IH\ AT Istes ot 1 it (TSR R}
conditioms of contemporary hite, it s
not the fine-spun webl o1 a4 dreamer s
magmation

['his prograam bases 5 selt sohidly o1
the repudiation of all wars waged
der the conditions of Impenahistic Cap
italism, the necessimy
waging the class struggle equally dur
ing war and peace, and under any and
all conditions, international sohidarnty as
the indispensable means of Aighting Im-
perialism and expressing proletanan n
terests, and the necessity of basing the
whole activity of the Socialist Work-
ing Class movement upon economic
mass action.

The Socialist Party is in chaos. The
whole future future of Socialism in this
country is in danger. Only the action
of the minority can shape events for
progress and achievement.

The Socialist Propaganda League
has twenty branches in twelve different
states. It is growing. Are you a mem-

for relentlessiy

“ ber? If not, join immediately ! If you

know of five or more comrades who
wish to organize a branch get in touch
with the Secretary, who will give you
full information.
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ol pad.” she mumbled, more 10 reassure
herself than her giddv daughter

I carn more than l.ena does” Beatnice
e Ay Asnnted
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¢ tur he future Mrs
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er |} C wa (ntere wa that eni
Presently Mr  Kaufman and the rw
vounger chiklren lefe for the movies lena
sat reading  Mre Rautman was merding
and bickering with Hea'rice, who was a
X

plying vanishing cream to her face, throat

and arme
I'm ashamed What kind of a mather
will th- neaghbors think me? T,

young girl out might after night, with such

allow a

company,” Mrs Kaufman ended contemp
tuously
"I was only out twice this week,” Beatrice

put in, ‘and ['m gomg out with Harry Cohen
to-night ”

“I behieve that'! Harry Cohen wouldn't
come here for you?”’

“0, we have such a beautiful home, | must
bring him in at supper time when it s
lovelier than ever | have no home—] can't
invite friends.” Beatrice began crying. Her
tears happily gave her respite. She was
really going out with Frank Healey, but
rather than be tormented with her mother’s
nagging, she found it easier to lie. Her
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sevd amidst her tears

How that promise «ut Lena All she
wld hring her family was shame and mus-
fortune What would they say’ they
knew

All the incidents leading up to her shame
Aashed before Lena like scenes on a moning
picture screen Two years previously, at a
lecture, Lena had met Arthur He was a
young insurance agent, working part of the
time while studying in preparation for a
Iiterary career. He had come into her life,
enriching it, opening up to her a new world
of books and ideas Their friendship had
been sweet, with walks in the park, dis-
cussing, drpmfu. planning. And he loved
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L5 mpelling her tieward hin ~he was
stoired b purpose and atfec:
s helplessness Her 1mpulse was
w N"er oarms aboutr bin Hut somehow
rmis Nung heavy and saguoed her
e Vo f proomises . wer
e cach thet anything
unger lose yuou Wit we “
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\s whes ne s shot, lena felt a sting
as vet the pain She rose dazed.

cared at him, and walked away nigid
I'he memory of how she had wandered

abour  the

siteets that might until md-
night, reaching home all worn out, sick
every thing, chilled her so that the

voose-flesh spread over her body and she
drew the bedcovers closer about her. She
scarcely heard Bestrice. who sat om the edge

{ the bed, pratthng happily, while lazily
imdressing

The break with Arthur had hap-ened sev-
eral months ago, and Lena was st.l nursing
her wounds, bleeding afresh with each out-
ward contact.

Contemplating her sister's new position, Lena
felt herself a bad woman indeed. Beatrice was
soon to be an honored wife. What an abyss
between them !

“Beatrice,” Lena asked with dee), concern
“do you really love Harry?" '

“Sure.” Beatrice answered with easy con-

fidence.  “I'll love him all righ . if he'll
be good to me.”
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