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N Thursday evening, September

27th, a meeting of Consc.entious
Objectors was held at the Labor
Temple, New York City, under the
auspices of The League of Conscien-
tious Objectors. The speakers sched-
uled were Arturo Giovannitti, Louis
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Our Editor Faces 22 Years Imprisonment and $20,000 Fine

peared secretly before the Federal
Grand Jury, and secured indictments
against Fraina and Cheyney on the
charge of conspiracy, and on a new
charge of violating the criminal Sec-
tion cf the Espionage Act. The new
charge alleges that the defendants

ing: 20 years-and $10,000 fine.

There are a number of important
issues involved in the Frana-Cheyney
case. The first is the general one of
freedom of speech, which has been
brutally trampled upon during the
past six months. Then there is the
test case of the criminal section
of the Espionage Act, which if al-
lowed to: stand will strike a terrific
blow at the freedom of cnticism.

The most important issue is that of

‘pathizers.
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. The justification of our paper liss im.the actmal suppert
sacrifices- of the- members of .the Socialist Prepaganda League and
. [gonerally: We-doa't want a paper run by a few, we stand for erganiza-
tiona and prepaganda towards mass-action.

The. suppression from above should develep the fullest and most
active fighting spirit in- our ranks. Wé. are willing: to stick to our part]
enabled by your power. Wo will try te. got out the paper at
NT SUPPORT IS FORTHCOMING IN THE FORM OF BUNDLE
ORDERS, donations and active help in the distribution.

Weé put it eatirely up to you and will act in accordance with
of this practical referendum.

ENEED YOUR HELPY

" " Our. Paper is in.a most critical condition, becanse of a break-
down in_the health of our Editer, financial exhamstion and almest insur-
‘monntable- difficulties in the distribution. We can only costinse oa the!
basis. of bundhe distibution: threugh our branches, members asd wym-|
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New International and one of three
editors of The Class Struggle. S

A Defense Council is being organ-
ized,  which at the time of writing
consists of Anna Strunsky Walling,
Louis B. Boudin, Joseph Schlossberg,
Algernon Lee, Scott Nearing, Eliza- A
beth Freeman, Mary E. Marcy, Austin ;
Lewis, Ludwig Lore and'S. J. Rut- 3
gers.

The Defense Council calls upon
you to adopt protest resolutions, or-
ganiz: prolest meetings, contn-
bute to the Defease Fund. The case

must be fought to a finish. All money
. and: copies of . resolutions should be
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N Thursday evening, September
27th, a meeting of Consc.entious
Objectors was held at the Labor
Temple, New York City, under the
auspices of The League of Conscien-
tious Objectors. The speakers sched-
uled were Arturo Giovannitti, Louis
C. Fraina, Charles Sonnenschein, and
Edward Ralph Cheyney, chairman.
The meeting ‘was perfeetly - orderly,
its  purpose being to create public
sentiment to compel the government
to consider the case of the non-
religious Conscientious Objectors.
Toward the end of Fraima's ad
dress; and just as he had said, “They
"cannot” comscript the Conscientious

é
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were" present, then brutally dispersed
the audience,; and there was a small
riot for a time, many women going
into hysterics.

Maérshal MéCarthy asked Fraina
if 'he had registered. Fraina admitted
that hechad; but refused to show his
registration card upon the Marshal's
demand. “You have ne authority to
demand it,” said Fraina, “and | shall
not produce it.” The Marshal there-
upon ordered Fraima's asrest on the
chasge. of. “failure to- register;” but
a .minute later; changed his mind and
told the detectives to hold Fraina on
agcharge of disorderly conduct. But
at Police headquarters he was held
as<a “détained prisoner.”

In the: meanwhile; Ralph Cheyney,
who is a son of Prof. E. P. Cheyney
of the University of Pennsylvania,
and the founder and’ first president
of the Intercollegiate Socialist Chapter
at the U. of P., was also placed under
arrest on the charge of failure to

The next day, however, Fraina and
Cheyney were arraigned before Com-
missioner: Hicheock on: the charge of
conspiracy to: violate and evade the

ar
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The Arrest of Fraina

Our Editor Faces 22 Years Imprisonment and $20,000 Fine

peared secretly before the Federal
Grand Jury, and secured indictments
against Fraina and Cheyney on the
charge of conspiracy, and on a new
charge of violating the criminal Sec-
tion cf the Espionage Act. The new
charge alleges that the defendants
“did knowingly and feloniously. when
the United States was at war, attempt
to cause insubordination, disloyalty,

of Jume 15, 1917
The indictment of Fraina and Chey-
ney is th m-ucu..uu-
- and’ Y
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The. defendants: face a mazimum.

penalty of twenty-two years’' imprison-
ment and $20,000. fine, the penalty
on the conspiracy charge being two
years in prison and $10,000 fine; and
the penalty on' the Espionage Act be-
ing 20 years.and $10,000 fine.
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There are a number of important
issues involved in the Fraina-Cheyney
case. The first is the genmeral one of
freedom of spuech, which has been
brutally trampled upon during the
past six months. Then there is the
test case of the criminal section
of the Espionage Act, which if al-
lowed to stand will strike a terrific
blow at the freedom of cnticism.

The most important issue is that of
the Conscientious Objectors. Fraina,
who is named as principal in both
indictments, has been a leading
figure in the Conscientious Objector
movement of New York. The govern-
ment, apparently, refuses to consider
the case- of the non-religious . Con~

scientions  Objecter, and is engaged; Avenue,
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tious Objector movement.

Louis C. Fraina has been for eight
years active in the Socialist move-
ment, as.speaker, writer and editor.
He was successively on the editorial
staff of The Daily People; managing
editor for two years of The New
Review, and is to-day editor of The

-
~

‘pathizers.

WE NEED YOUR HELPY)

] Our. Paper is in a most critical condition, becamse of a break-
down .in_the health of our Editor, financial exhamstion. and almest: insur- |’
mounntable- difficulties. in the distribution. We can only continee on the
busis of buadie distribution threugh our bramches, members and sym-

, The justification of our paper liss im.the actual suppert and{
sacrifices of the- members of the Socialist Prepaganda Leagwe and rebels
. | gomerally:. We-doa't want a paper run by a few, we stand for erganiza-
tion and propaganda towards mass-action.

active fighting spirit in- our ranks. Wé, are willing to stick te our part
i enabled by your power. Wo will try te. got< out the paper at

wvery montk, BUT THE NEXT ISSUE" WILL ONLY APPEAR IF SUF-
NT SUPPORT IS FORTHCOMING IN THE FORM OF BUNDLE]
ORDERS, donations and active help in the distribution.
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Price, 5 Ceats.

New International and one of three

editors of The Class Struggle.

A Defense Council 1s being organ-
ized, which at the time of writing
consists of Anna Strunsky Walling,
Louis B. Boudin, Joseph Schlossberg,
Algernon Lee, Scott Nearing, Eliza-
beth Freeman, Mary E. Marcy, Austin
Lewis, Ludwig Lore and S. J. Rut-
gers.

The Defense Council calls upon
you to adopt protest resolutions, or-
ganiz prolest meetings, and comtn-
bute to the Defease Fund. The case
must be fought to a finish. All money
and: copies of resolutions should be
sent .-&,14. ) " “ J
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comrade George Nesin, who =
serving a.term: on Blackweils Island
for free speech. His spunit, naturally,
is unbroken, as may be learned from
the conclusion of his letter: “1 am
not sorry for my being here, though

:
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N Thursday evening
27th, a meeting of Consc.entious
Labor
under the
auspices of The league of Conscien-
[he speakers sched-
uled were Arturo Giovannmitti, Louis
C. Fraina, Charles Sonnenschein, and
Edward Ralph Cheyney, chairman
The meetling was perfcclly orderly,
its purpose being to

September

Objectors was held at the
Temple, New York City,

tious ()b]cc(orl

create public
sentiment to compel the government
to consider the case of the non
religious Conscientious Objectors
Toward the end of Framma's ad
dress, and just as he had said, “They
cannot conscript the Conscientious
Objectors; they cannot conscript us
because we have made up our minds

. aadwe are-determined to stick,” Un.t-

“ed States: Marshal MeCasthy -and »
squad of detectives charged upon the
platform and placed Fraina under ar-
rest. The detectives, of whom sixty
were present, then brutally dispersed
the audience, and there was a small
rnot for a time, many women going
into hysterics.

Marshal McCarthy asked Fraina
if he had registered. Frama admitted
that he' had, but refused to show his
registration card upon the Marshal's
demand. “You have no authonty to
demand 1t,”" said Fraina, “and | shall
not produce it.”" The Marshal there-
upon ordered Frama's arrest on the
charge of “failure to regster;” but
2 minute later changed his mind and
told the detectives to hold Fraina on
aycharge of disorderly conduct. But
at Police headquarters he was held
as a "detamed pr.soner.’

In the meanwhile, Ralph Cheyney,
who is a son of Prof. E. P. Cheyney
of the University of Pennsylvania,
and the founder amnd first president
of the Intercollegiate Socialist Chapter
at the U. of P., was also placed under
arrest on the charge of failure to
register.

The next day, however, Fraina and
Cheyney were arraigned before Com-
massioner Htchcock on the charge of
conspiracy to violate and evade the
Draft Law, Assistant United States
District Attorney Harold A. Content
having decided on the more serious
charge. The: defendants were released

on bail, and a hearing set for the

The Arrest of Fraina

Our Editor Faces 22 Years Imprisonment and $20,000 Fine

peared Federal

Grand Jury, and secured indictments
against Fraina and Cheyney on the

secretly before the

charge of conspiracy, and on a new
charge of violating the criminal Sec
T‘L‘f new

defendants

tion - f the Espionage Act
charge alleges that the
“did knowingly and feloniously. when
the United States was at war, attempt
to cause insubordination, disloyalty,
matiny and the refusal of duty in the
military and naval forces of the
United States, against the peace of
the United States and thewr digaity,
and comtrary to Section 3 of the Act
of Jume 15, 1917.”

The indictment of Fraina and Chey-
ney is the first in the City and State
of New York under the criminal sec-
tion* of "the Eiplonage Act, and’ “Neir "
case accordingly assumes an im-

portant aspect as a test case.

The defemndasts face a mazimum
penalty of twenty-two years’ imprison-
ment and $20,000 fime, the penalty
on the conspiracy charge being two
years in prison and $10,000 fine, and
the penalty on the Espionage Act be-
ing 20 years and $10.000 fine

There are a number of important
issues involved in the Fraina-Cheyney
case. The first 1s the general one ot

freedom of spe=ch. which has been

brutally trampled upon during the
past six months. Then there s the
test case of the cnminal section

of the Espionage Act. which if al-
lowed to stand will stnke a ternfic
blow at the freedom of cnticism
The most important 1ssue 1s that of
the Conscient:ous Objectors. Fraina,
who 15 named as principal in both
indictments. has been a leading
figure 1n the Conscientious Objector
movement of New York. The govern-

ment, apparently, refuses to consider
the case of the non-religious Con-
scientious  Objector, and is engaged

: wous Objectors, and their.

trialis. a.triak of the whele Conacien-
tious Objector movement.

Louis C. Fraina has been for eight
years active in the Socialist move-
ment, as speaker, writer and editor
He was successively on the ed.tonal
staff of The Daily People, managing
editor for two years of The New
Review, and 13 to-day editor of The

pathizers.

if enabled by youwr pewer.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Our Paper is in a most critical condition, becamse of a break-
down in the health of our Editor, finamcial exbamstion and almest msur-
mountable difficelties in the distribution. We can omnly comtinme on the
basis of buadle distribution threugh our bramches, members and sym-

The justification of our paper lies im the actual sapport and
sacrifices of the- members of the Socialist Propaganda Leagwe and rebels
generally. We doa’t want a paper run by a few, we stand for orgamiza-
tion and propaganda towards mass-action.

The suppression from above should develop the fullest and most
active fighting spirit in our ranks. We are willing to stick te our part
We will try te got out the paper at least
every month BUT THE NEXT ISSUE WILL ONLY APPEAR IF SUF-
FICIENT SUPPORT IS FORTHCOMING IN THE FORM OF BUNDLE
ORDERS, domations and active help in the distribution.

We pat it entirely up to you and will act in accordance with the
outcome of this practical referendum.

THE PRESS COMMITTEE.

New International and one of three

editors of The Class Struggle

A Defense Council 1s being crgan
1zed, which at the time of wrnting

consists of Anna Strunsky Walling,
Louis B. Boudin, Joseph Schlossberg.
Algernon Lee. Scott Nearing, Eliza

beth Freeman, Mary E. Marcy, Austin

Lewis. Ludwig Lore and S. J. Rut-
gers

The Defense Council calls upon
you to adopt protest resolutions, or-

ganiz prolest meetings, and contn-
bute to the Defease Fund. The case
must be fought to a fimish. All money
and copies of resolutions should be
sent to S. J. Rutgers, 92 West End
Avenue, Manhattan Beach, Brooklym,
N Yo oo
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A WORD FROM° GEORGE NESIN.

E have received a letter from omr
comrade George Neswn, who n
serving a term on Blackweils Island

for free speech. His spuit. naturally,
is unbroken, as may be learned from

28 Tk Lo

the conclusion of his lettez: “l am
not sorry for my being here, though
I'd like to be out. The ancient legende
of magic wands were probably ongin-
ated in prison, where in certain wavs
it 1s possible to brng forth f{ree-
dom under the most object coaditions
of slavery, to see light where dark-
ness reigns supreme, to concewe of
beauty and victory where ugliness
and defeat are our lot. We will
win.”

A general strike in Brazl, food
rots in Portugal, general unrest In
Spain, riots in Swedea, Switzerland
and Holland. Such are conditions in
neutral countries. There s a limit to
enderance and no amoun'
spirit will do the trick in the long

ot war

run.

The Colambus camp of Bisbee's
1200 deported miners has been de-
nied food by the U. S. Government.
It was consequently hroken up. Those
who returned to Bisbee have been
arrested, others are going from place
to place, exiles in their own “coun-
try.” Best off are those Amemcaa
workers who crossed the border iato
Mexico. “We are all' being treated.
fine" they write from foreign soal.
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The S. P. L. A. and Industrial Agtion B

HE essential of the princples and
tactics as advocated by the Social-
ist Propaganda League can be formulat-
ed in short as: “The overthrow the
capitalists system by mass action of the_
workers.” Mass action to be: organized,
democratc action of large groups of
class conscious workers.

Class conscious because the action
has to be towards victory of the
workers.

Democratic because we only believe
in action under control of the many
and not of a few leaders. We believe
in action of the masses directly and
pot in strong men policy, even when
advocated under the name of direct
action.

Organized because only a concerted
action in a definite direction constitutes
power and because only organized action
can produce the elements for a new
soc'ety.

The most effective and basic mass

action, no doubt, is the industrial ac-
tion, and this form of action therefore
has our unrestricted and fullest support.
We also recognize, however, the im-
portance of other forms of mass acton:
demonstrations based on a local group-
ing of workers including unorganized
and non-industrial proletarians and even
middle class sympathizers, general pro-
tests through series of meetings and de-
monstrations, etc.

We furthermore look upon the present
State as the organ'zed instrument of the
capitalist class to keep the workers in
submission and therefore consider it im-
portant to fight particularly these mani-
festations of the State that are most in
the way of the emancipation of the work-
ing class.

Although the capitalist State is based
on the economic power of the capital sts
and has to fall when the econom’c power
is lost, it is not less true that the
capitalist State backs up that economic

power and that the economic power
would break down very quickly if mot
protected by the organization and instru-
ments of power of the State. The fight
to change or to overcome or to dis-
orsanize the instruments of the State:
militarism, police, courts, laws, churches,
schools, corruption, intimidation, charity,
is considered an important issue in the
class struggle. Political action is a part
of this fight, but can be only effective
when backed up by mass action.

We do not want to wait until the
capitalist State dies by lack of econo-
mic power, we want to take a hand
in its downfall and to hasten the pro-
cess. We expect that it will be possible
to overcome the capitalist State before
the industrial unions are so strong that
they can take possession of the in-
dustries in defiance of the tremendous
instruments of power of the modern
Imperialistic State.

You cannot fight an enemy without

fighting his instruments of power, you
cannot fight an army without fighting
and anihilating its guns, its areoplanes
and submarines. Although it is true
that these are “only” dead instruments
worthless if not “backed up” by maa
power, it would be a rather dangerous
tactic to figt the men only and leave
the instruments of destruction unmolest-
ed, on the nonnd[tlu! they will be-
come harmless as soon as we have cap-
tured the men that handle them.

We believe in a general class fight
against our masters in the factories and
against their powerful instruments or-
gan'zed in the modern State. This unity
of action constitutes our general or
political class fight, of which parliamen.
tarism is only a part, the importance of
which decreases with the growing impo-
tence of Parliament, but which on the
other hand can have a special interest

in the fight fo&free speech during

periods of utmosl reaction and war.

N justifying the postion of the ex-

tremists as opposed to the provi-

sional government, Lenin writes in the
Pravda:

“The provisional government is in
favor of continuing the same war th-
was started by the bloody Czar. It is
in favor of maintaining the secret

'
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Lenin on the War

such a war would mean in reality a war
against the interests of Capital in gener-
al, and not a war in favor of the

. Capitalists of a particular country.

“It has been asked: How can we
hasten the cause of peace in practice
since it is impossible to end the war by
simply putting the bayonets into the
earth?

other than the fraternization of the
soldiers at the front.

“What is required is our quick, ener-
getic, general encouragement of all
efforts” at fraternizing of soldiers of
both warring groups at the front.”

This was written before the des-
perate Russian offensive put and end to
the successful and, to the bourgeo's of
both groups, equally hateful fraterniza-
tion at the eastern front. Rather than
have the war end in democracy in the
way outlined by Lenin, the rulers of
the world ordered their Russian con-
freres to sacrifice anew the workers and
peasants in a hopeless offensive.

Terrorizing the Workers

Ten thousand charges against 166
. W. W.ers certainly means a record and
to ask $1,625,000—bail shows how
valuable these workers are even to the
cap talists. No doubt, the army of class-
conscious workers appreciates the figh-
ters in their cause higher than the
enemy does and will go to the limit to
back up the defence. Send money!

The Washington Administration 1s
rushing a commttee to Arizona, to in-
vestigate whether the 1. W. W. is re-
placing the A. F. L. organization in the
mining field, and what can stop this

The President has declared in 2
memorandum that he is very much in-
terested in the labor situation in the
mountain region and on the Pacific
Coast, and that he is desirous of seek-
ing some kind of a working arrange-
ment arrived at for the future, particu-
larly during the period of the war, on a
basis that will be fair to all parties. He,
therefore, sends a committee of per-
sonal representatives to lend sympathetic
counsel and said to the State Govern-
ment in the development of a better
understanding between laborers and
ployers. :

[

Even the New York Times has to
admit the charge of German gold
against the . W. W_.is purely an inven-
tion. “Contrary to general belief, no
direct connection has been shown thus
far between the leaders of the con-
spiracy and the German corruption
fund.” The noble soul adds, however,
that this led to the belief that the full
scope of the conspiracy’s operations has
not yet been revealed. There evidently
will' have to follow confiscation of a
couple of tons more paper and docu-
ments to construct a proper frame-up.

The New York Times makes another
important discovery: “So far as yet
determined there was no single control-
ling head. A group of some size, the
evidence indicates has directed the pro-
paganda and the outrages.

That is exactly the trouble. If they
could only take a few leaders in jail or
pay them a bribe, but what about a
conspiracy embracing all the members
and sympathizers of the I. W. W,, the
membership of which grew tenfold under
the oppression.

Senator Walsh of Montana, after a
thorough investigation, has discovered
—the Preamble of the I. W. W.1
And he decrees “that there is no place in
the American system for such an or-

The Adlerucan
Golden Heel

HE Pravda, the paper of Lenis

and the Left Wing Socialists i
Russia, published the following dis
closure about the ill-fated Russian of-
fensive in July:

“The decision for an offensive was
only taken under strong pressure of
President Wilson, who had fixed as
the ultimate date July Ist, threateming
to cut off financial negotiations in case
of refusal.

“As the economic future of Russia
port of the United States, the Russians
were forced to agree to an offensive,
after which decision Root, in accordance
with instructions from W.lson, paid five
million dollars to Minister of War
Kerensky.”

“American money kings are trying to
put their golden heel on the neck of
the Russian workers” we wrote in our
issue of June 2nd, and we warned that
there was not much time to lose if we
wanted to prevent our plutocrats crush-

action of “our” Government, young re-
volutionary Russia was secretly strangled

e |
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THE L. W. W. ON THE FIRING LINE.

HE 1. W. W. is becoming the centre

of the revolutionary stage in Amer-
ica. It has succeeded in making the re-
acton show its claws. It hds struck ter-
ror into the hearts of the capitalist
powers. “Suppress the I. W. W. with
bayonet and rifle,” urges the Seattle
Post-Intellingencer. Everywhere the rep
resentatives of law and order are using
the most brutal, contemptible and con-
spiratory methods against the 1. W. W.
The Federal government, engaged in
waging an unself sh war for democracy,
refuses to use its power to maintain the

THE SITUATION IN RUSSIA.

Tl’lwninioﬂlmto“huin
has definitely proven its bankruptcy

as a revolutionary force. In its com-

is revolutionary. And this new develop-
ment is all the more significant in that
it comes only a few months after
an uprising of the Bolsheviki in
Petrograd was suppressed. That wup-
rising, which the American press at the
time described as riots, now appears
from later information to have been a
formidable revolt that went far toward
preserving the revoluton from being
directed into reactionary channels, that
in its temporary defeat assured ultimate
victory.

Moreover, the development is sig-
nificant in that it shows that the revo

lution is finding itself. The Petrograd
Council has made a number of almost

fatal mistakes through its tendency to ,

compromise. It allowed its members to
become mnisters in the provisional
government and thereby assumed res-
ponsibility for its acts. It talked, while
the government acted. While it issued
manifestoes instinct with the revolution-
ary asp rations of the Russian democracy,
the provisional government acted in a
contrary manner and struck at the
revolution. The council compromised,
hesitated, apparently saw clearly but
was afraid of what it saw and did not
act. The resignations of Tscheydse,
Skobeleff and Tseretelli from the coun-
cil and the election of Leon Trotzky as
president of the Council in place of
Tscheydse marks the definite defeat of

comprom se.

The reactionary character of the pro-
visional government's actions is shown
in the compos.tion of the Moscow cen-
ference which it sponsored. It was a
hand-picked affair and was in no way
really representative of revolutionary
Russia today. The delegates to this
conference were divided ks follows. 15
from Petrograd and Moscow Town
Councils; 7 from other town councils;
100 from the Council of Soldiers and
Workmen; 100 representing the peas-
antry, 400 the Zemstros; 300 the co-
operative societies; 120 from industry;
200 from science and 400 representing
the three Dumas. This alignment 14pie-
sents the conservative-revolutionary asd
bourgeois forces, and in no way was
it typical of Russia today. It was out
of this reactionary mass that Kerensky

tried to snatch the power of imposing
a dictatorship upon the revolution.

The situation in Russia is shaping
itself definitely, and the immediate fu-
ture. will tell us the decision. It is clear
that only the Bolsheviki can save the
revolution from disaster, only a com-
plete tearing up of things. Revolutions
are dead if they pursue the legalistic
and compromising methods of Kerensky
and Tscheydse. There can, moreover,
be no compromise with representatives
of the bourgeois in a coalition govern-
ment. The program of the Bolsheviki,
the dictatorship of the revolutionary
proletariat, is the need of Russ'a. And
this dictatorship would not be for the
purpose of establishing Socialism, but
of using Russia as a revolutionary factor
in the war, creating revolution in the

proceedings in Stockholm are
showing all the signs of weakness
and decay of the Old International.
Originated by Huysmans and Troelstra,
representatives of the past, it was bound
to be a falure.

From the very beginning, it used
diplomatic methods and means of in-
trigue. Troelstra even travelled to Ber
lin and had a conference with the
secretary of war, who gave him
some secret ‘nformation which led Troel-
stra to publish the statement that the
world would be surprised about the
I beral terms of a German peace. Troel-

-stra and Huysmans from the very start

intended to cooperate also with the
German majority Socialists, the traitors
of the Scheidemann type, the servants
of the German Kaiser. Stockholm was
not only bound to become a Congress
of Social Patriots, it was essentally to
become a tool of German diplomacy,
not only to further its imperialistic
world interests, but still more to dece’ve
its own working class into the belief
that the German Government wanted
a peace acceptable to the workers.
The refusal of the Entente Govern-
ments to grant passports to their respec-
tive Socialists, for the first Stockholm
Conference, tended to cloud the issue
still more. The fact of this refusal was
so outrageous, so brutal, that the fight
for freedom to participate in whatever
International Conference we might wish
to hold overshadowed the issue whether

the world would have refused to partici-
pate in this Stockholm Intrigue. Even
as it was, the German minority Social-
its through a letter written by Mehring
protested most emphatically against any
conference, in which the majority Social-
ists should be represented. Lenin, for
the Russian Left Wing, and the minorty
party, the S. D. P. in Holland, also
flatly refused to acknowledge the Dutch-
Scandinavian Committee as representa-
tive of Proletarian interests. Under these
circumstances, there never was held a
Stockholm Congress, but the failure
served the German interests as well,
because it strengthened the arguments
of the Imperial Government, that the
failure to get peace is solely due to the
attitude of the enemy. No doubt, the
lull in the labor strikes and riots in
Germany, which in April of this year
looked quite prom'sing, is partly due
to the plotting of the Stockholm social
diplomats.

It is to be regretted that the Russian
Committee of Soldiers and Workers
did not denounce more emphatically
the Huysman-Toelstra-Branting diplo-
mat'c move. Instead they concentrated
their energy in forcing the Entente
Governments to grant passports to So-
cialist delegates.

In this they were partly successful,
but at the same time fell into another
trap. In their endeavor to convince
the Governments that the peace term
“no annexatons and no indemnities”
was acceptable, they degraded their
formula ta a new diplomatic scheme.

Thefha*hdhan&qnﬂ

By S. J. Rutgers.

Although the Entente
terly opposed to “no
no indemnities” in te sense of the
sian Socishists they e

as being suff.ciently vague and
to suit any purpose of conquest
humiliation. Once the Russians

an appeal to the Governments of
Allies, they lost the sound foundation
proletarian class-power, and i
matic intrigue turned against
efforts. Stockholm turns out largely i
a diplomatic move in the struggle for
the support of the Russians, and chances
now become more favorable to the

t
lrgi

g
gxflli

E
Vi

Entente Governments in granting pass-
ports, and no doubt the United States
will than have to give up its stubborm
refusal.

But this new phase in the Stockholm
business is doomed as well by its diplo-

matic character. It may pot turn out

an Imper'al German Confp but it
cannot escape being tially a tool
of Imperialism in some At all

events it will have nothing to do with
the proletarian New International of the
future.

We sincerely hope that the Russiam
Council of Soldiers and Workmen will
give up its attitude in favor of a general
International Congress, including Social
Patriots and diplomats. As long as it
leaves the organ zation of the Internation-
al Congress into the hands of the Dutch-
character of the Stockholm

_ International
guarantees failure in s0 far as proletarian
\ ,

in the last year. Some of these are
members of the . W. W. In july the
government declared the I. W. W. aa
illezal organization in Australia. Now
soldiers and workers are singing their

songs and sellng their newspapers. -

————

Although Frank Little was
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The Need of A Socialist: Revolistion

class control of industry for the workers'

caused by the evolution of capitalist
property and exploitation. The Socialist
movement is pr marily a political move-
ment, seeking office—so-called political
power—and engaging in political jobbery
and capitalist imperialism to secure and
retain it. Having no econom’c basis—no
definitely organized class ' interests to
back it and through which to exert
its power—the Socialist movement, as
defined above, has become a movement
of national reform and compromise, if
not worse. It is now in a position of
less actual power, though possess'ng
greater prestige, because of its possi-
bilities, than ever before. How then can
it help the young men who come to it
in this, their hour of extremity? Only
by a change of base, a revolut'on in
accordance ' with the times!

These words, be it said, are not writ-
teii* to ~ discredit Socialism and to aid

And the facts are that Socialism to-day
is" powerless because it has’ bullt a
political structure on a' foundation of
capitalist exigencies rather than work-
ing class economic power. Is the Social-
ist ‘movement go'ng to continue to make
this time-honored and tragic mistake?
T looks ‘like- it!
'lﬁnisnoldprovubmduto
wlﬁdloocano(mhlﬁuwitbm
fingers. But the Socialists of the world
are trying to make a political fist with-
out economic fingers. According to their
own Socialist philosophy th's is an ab-
solute impossibility. Yet they are, appar-

ently, intent on persisting in the impos- .

& That France should have had
Gcl-uy Scheidemannism

and pro-Kaiserism, Australia, Huches and
Imperialism—that every country on the
face of the guobe where Socialism and
Laborism have attained commanding
political power should be' a capital'st-
istieally coverned. thoush socialist cally
lewislated. -countrv has been a puzzle 10
these Socialists because they are sur-
face-thinkers ignor'ne the fundamentals
of their own teachines. They are so
whive and innocent (?) ¢ to believe
xn‘ Sotislist commonwealth is pos-
on a'basis of capital'st ownership
and’ exdloitsrion, if onlv Soeialists of

lﬁrmkiduvau-inn‘md

WFul So far as they and
o Mirx 'Tivéd andt disd in vain. They

ne¥ér got' the Ehenel’ of his economic

thing else than a ghastly historic mis-
take—if it is to become a factor in
modern life—it must stop standing on
its head and get back on its feet—back
to f.rst principles and proletanan sources.
Take notice that in the world-war, capi-
talist newspapers watch with much anxi-
ous attention, strikes abroad that may
prove a means of crippling miltary
plans and ending the war in favor of
the Allies. Strikes have also been watch-
ed with intense eagerness by Socialists,
who see in them hopes of working-class
peace achievements and progress. Take
notice also that in Russia the working
class, armed by means of the economic
resources of the bourgeoisie, turns its
arms against the forces that provided
them, only to be compelled, in turn, to
reverse their arms once more, through
the financial pressure exerted principally
by the United States of America. Take
notice, further, that the Petrograd elec-
tions were favorable to Socialism only as
a result of the perversion of ‘capitalist
military economice by the workers them-
selves.’ Take' -still further, that;
in this country, imperialism triumphs
politically because; back of .it, there is
an impenialism that triumphs economical-
ly. The government is powerful in pro-
portion as the ultra-financiers ' provide
its war loans and dominate in the con-
tract awards, price coatrol and export
decisions of the defense council, which
is composed of the representatives of
the dominant interests. Tumn where we
will, in the worldwar. it is the power
of economics, both as a motive and
controlling force, that imipressess the ob-
server—and gives proof - of the' sounds
ness of Socialist philosophy once more.
Against this power, what does political
Socialism offer by way of a combative
contrast? Only this—and little else—a
repetition of office-getting on the old
basis (now intensified - in favor of the
world’s rulers) of capitalist ownership
and exploitation!

Oh, yes: political Socialists say we
must organize “industrially as’ well as

economic welfare. Not control of werk-
ing class organization by labor lawyemn,
doctors, dentists, preachers, journalists,
intellectuals, and others who have middle
cless aspirations and interests to perpe-
tiate and advance. Socialism, in all
its phases, and principally in its basic
phases, is a movement of the workers
for the workers by the workers. Not of
lawyers, journalists and others, by pro-
tocols, for capitalists. Socialism is a class
struggle in which the working class must
rule or be made the football of middle-
class interests and capitalist reaction.
First we had Socialist corruption a la
Millerand in France, Lunn in Americs.
Hughes in Australia. Then we had So-
cialist reaction a la Scheidemann in
Germany, Hyndman in England, Spargo,
Walling and Russell in the United States
of America. Are we to believe that there
will not be a repetition of these events
because the men who, in their cowardice,
inflicted the infamous Section Six on
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minister of war” and field marshal for

Conditions make men, not men condi®"
tions. Given economics, Social-'
ist politics will , s a matter of
course. All else is a !

International’ Notes
to the -Fr?ad) soldiers, that the Russian-

HE food situation in Holland caused
serious rioting in Amsterdam in
the early part of July. Demonstrations
were held, in which women took a pro-
minent part and food was taken from
shops and warehouses. Military troops

The executive government of Amster
dam, which is responsible for the demand
to send troops, conmtains two members
of the majority Socialist Party (S. D.
A. P.). They accepted the responsiblity
for the murder and continued in office,

of the workers; in Germany as in the
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