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- 4,000 Years in Prison - That is the total of sentences ;;glven political prisoners - It means one hundred lives
sacrificed to capltallst 1mper1allsm Let not a day, let not an hour go by w1thout a blow for thelr Liberation.
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Tn our minds eve, every square inch of these United States 19

is paved with good resolutions passed by workers. ‘ {
. LOOK AND YOU«CAN SEE THE MILLIONS OF ’I‘HEM 1% Ye@ we have written the manufact that we are
YOURSELF" 5 ready to sign a contraet for a printing press for the Ohio

- Whereas and whereas and therefore be it resolved.
AND THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED—and the second

RIIVTRA

p‘rmsocner!s are ggain to take their place beside us as comrades |}
in the cause that knows no defeat.
Debs has given his answer. ‘“ All or none’’ So it shall be.
~We have always been glven to the prineiple of “*ALL

BOOL NM@@TLM W

But we wanted to save Debs’ hfe :
And now D@bs ha.s ChO‘SGn tto dle m ;]all We bow tg hl"

DEBS WILL D1E IN PRISON—and so will manyv others
—others who have been sentenced to ten, twentV thlrtv vears

Socialist to be delivered at the earliest po
This action has been made posmble

factory. The press is old, nearly worn
calls a strike of i3 assembled parts an
work or walk out. It has learned to pe:
“‘giriking on the job‘¢. It is because of
ditiors, and realizing that the Part
press if ¥ was to continue mnhampe
_of education aznd organizing the wo
 toved ‘to take up. the campzign. for
' a‘nﬂ printing plant for the Ohio S@e

ements with

s were ablae

was very un-
d added ex-

tmg on an aut
ery unsatis-

the last word of the resolution was read every word of it é‘ of the Wundreds of comrades who halve

was forgotten. . |l by us these last few trying months an

TIOI%N we against reisolublonls? No—but we are FOR AC- ; work and self denial contmbuted over $4
o & purchagse of the printing plant.

" Before action can be taken action must be planned. ' % Harly’ last s;)lmg Wi li))pen od a caﬁp
'npomAmd neff91’e action can be planned, action must be decided | {housand subscribers, We hoped that with
" Resolutions passed by the workers in the interest, of the | | ders to iile g’t{le to m&kefthe ghtm S‘}@g’lm

wonkers, if they are to be worth more than simply the ink they | |& parper,mt(l{ug hanglg def Otl;% ﬁ L tﬁr 2
are written in, must decide upon ACTION. They must contain | [ e‘n? i fi o almlh oaﬁ'; uly g‘l blgzl :
a call to amaiss the workers, so that by their power they win||& effort and omr mailing list was dou ok
. their idemands ' 2 while. From a list of 6,000 we mounted ¢
The fo,m;};ﬂa ‘then is this—DECIDE WHAT TO DO— | came the White Terror of the cap&tahst as be»ﬂfmmn'y
PLAN HOW TO DO IT—CARRY OUT THE PLANS. F ’Wl‘thf;he ROEMG i;l‘st of Mavt t
Resolutions decide what we must do. The reason the mil-|[{§ wag then the capitalist printers
lions of resolutions passed by the workers have not been :j fused to publish %Se 1?11101q01(3(;311Q§ V_"
- effective is becanse the second step in the formula, namely to| (& notice we were told t. (";ﬂ“ utu ml}< prin
plan how ftio do what is decided upon, is never taken. | ;‘3 laist moment we were e to ma he amr :
~ AND BECAUSE OF THIS, ACTION IS NEVER HAD.|[§ L[ocal Davton, Socialist Party, wheroby
WE ARE FOR ACTION! 5 to IL?M on their press. 'Iifu«qham;niemeq
o < 1= tisfact t of t istance
The working class ran have anything it wants if it ACTS I izli%agfogp;»:%;cg?mn ¢ ke
mnitedly rpohtl«cally and mdustmally Umted action at any | For the last few weeks we have beem _
titne for the release of political prisoners would be political g;"‘ £ dmite pross in Cleveland. But this tv
action. United action by the workers must be had if political E Of, 0. in Cle P o

October 1st; over $4,000.00 has been contributed for this

purpose. This gemerous suppo

rely upon our oorm:vadea to stand by us until our press is
paid for and a full and up 'to date printing equipment

is acquired.

The capitalist class is organizing to defeat the work-

ers. We may soon expect capi

print our publications. Unless we are prepared to pub- |8
Lications. Unless we are prepared to publish our own
papers, books, pamphlets and leaflets, our propaganda
will saffer gﬂ'eafcly and the development of workingelass

power will receive a set-back
injury.

We have ordered a press of sufficient capacity to

print a daily.

A linotype must be installed just as Soon as possible,
and other Lqulpmen‘t added as funds permit.

‘We are preparing for not only the needs of today
but of the future. We wust prepare to make the Ohio
Socialist a greater and still greater power in the work-
ing-class fight for emancipation. We hope that when our
new press is set up we will be able to print a semi-weekly

And now comrades, and we mean every reader, every
Party member and every sympathizer, every class-con-

scious worker

we say this:

thing within our power to make the Ohio Socialist a

bigger, hetter paper; a more
workers in the class struggle.
to help ws realize our aims. K
You have hF\lstd before. But

must nelp. again. It is your fight and as you fight so do
you deserve to win. Therefore take up the matter of se-
curing funds for the new press among your comrades and
fellow workers. Give another dollar toward it. Get a com-

-rade to do the same. Don’t let

7 for mow that the press is ordered, it MUST BE PAID
FOR. Let’s hawe younr ‘dollar—-NOW ‘

AT TaX Y I VaX LAY {YaX Y eX LY eV TaXiI Tav LT aX eV i 7aYiivaYhi®,

rt assures us that we can

italist printers to refuse to

that will be a tremendous

DRONG

BN0(8

F"

we are going to do every

powerful weapon for the
We want -every one of you
or they are vour aims too.
the flght is not won. You

t the press fund drive lag,

ity

—UNLESS—

,'WE GET ACTION!

To get action we have planned ‘to tour a number of speak-
ers to the labor unions in the larger cities. We shall ‘appear be-
Tore them with a request for help—help net in sympathy or
dollars amnd cents—but the kind of help which will open the|
prison gates and free all political prisoners.

DOWN TOOLS—that’s the slogan.

Down tools, look your masters squarely in the face, point:

rust, ‘B0,
E 'b’amk

Berlm B
T s ‘imposdible te deserjie .
pessimism wihich 4 all %mi v ersal
in ‘Cermany today. People “hope-
Tles, without faith in God, tie.ws lvas
their rulers, 'the Allfies, or the meul
in capitdlism or Bolshevism; -
mecracy, revolutior, or mmarc&n
jthey are too itired and hsﬂ'f%tarve
care. The casudl visitor to Bo
Frankfurt, or other German oities
dav finds Tittle -ehanged—the wstrec

“OPEN?’
And so we again call upon you to assist and keep on
assisting im the 'nrnhmmanes
‘Hawve you a LIBERATION
LIST?

FUND CONTRIBUTION

Jtbe theatres fiill, the eafes cmded

: @ f 1, . pefthe main streets gay.- Bebin® e
If you hawe, get the dollars from your fellow workersiylc ~M0 Gowase wach 3@ W, 4
and acquaintances AT ONCE. peeple with the imtense sclf-cu &

jress of the Germzus cam know.
| Tt is stewtling fo find ¢ cons ant
{2 eonscionsness of the im:
the abyss. You “find all sorvis of men
— Professer Nievplai, for uistance—
looking forward to the worst winfter
of the war and to a wviectory .of the
workingsmenls «¢omncils (soviets)
its eonsequence, then to their famar
jand then to utter chaos. “‘If only we
bad Teaders,’” ‘began a woung doctor
who sat with us. ‘‘Leaders don’t
count any mere,”” Nicolai breke um.
¢It is anly the mass. It can do
whatever it wills, and as in every
eountry the mass iz stupid and blind
and without ingelligence.’”” In Russis
the Revolution mishered in. a radiant
’ cra of n?lw hopes. fiven the Bolsheviks
have a %ind of religious fervor., In
Germany the  Nevember = revolutidn
brought a glimmer of light, but since
then the right has stea.dﬂy deepenedl.
The revolutlonarv leaders themselves
make no ﬂrlowmg promises. They say
with Nicolai: ¢‘The revolution . will
come, not from idealistic motives, but
from harsh ecomomic pressure, from
the hittervess of despair: and omece it
comes, it will be impossible to control
it bR
You hear little complaint of the
treaty. It i3 accepted with a curious
combination of fatalism and convict-
- ion that it cannot endure. You zind
GOOd NeWS from New York : no intention to resist it, simply a
* |calm assumption that it canmot pos-
«ikly be executed. Nationalists papers
deplore the ‘‘gbsence of national self-
conciousness’’ /which takes territorial
amputations with such a shrug.” The
only provision muech discussed is that
concerning coal.
According: to the treaty, Germany
is to deliver forty million tons of
eral per year to the Entente, hegin-
nirg 1 September, The Frankfurter
Zeitung calenlates that this Jeaves
Germany ahout thirty million tons of|
anthracite per’year for her own use
— less than a fifth of her peace-time
annual consumption, Germany produc-
ed *191.500.000 tons -in 1912, and wused
171.000.000 tons at home. If she loses
Upper Silesia as well- as the Saar and

If you have not, send for one AT ONCE.

DOLARS ARE NEEDED.

- Many dollars are needed—thousands of them.

REMIT NOW! And next we will report to you our actien
in the Liberators’ campaign to GET ACTION from the work-
érs, all of whom we know are READY to do all they can to
F‘REE DEB(S and ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS.

BROWN TO SHARTS

ing, sweeping, consuming flames of the
pending revolution by whieh all capi-
talists shall he hurred from the earth
and all gods from the sky, a burning
1pon which the salvation of tke wor
is dependent, for otherwise it must be
Togt, : .
'Fhe, vu‘tnous man, .
Who, ;rreat in his humility, as kings
Are little in then' orandeur, he wh-)
leads
Invineibly a life of resolute good,
And stands amid the s1lent dungeon
depths
More free and fearless than the tremb-
ling judge,
Who, clothed in venal power, vainly
strove
To bind the impassive spirit.—Shelley.
Wm. M. Brown
Galion, O.

My dear Comrade:

Your article about the visit of the
Liberators committee to ‘the . grean
Spartun is profoundly interesting and
deeply touching. Mrs. R,gown and I
read it tom,ther I dcidg “the reading,
and T could hardly proceed beeause of
blinding tears.

She feels that dear Gene should
have taken the chance of getting "out
hy signing, but' I am glad that he dJe-
clined.

He\will live longer in prinson w;lth
the approval of his <onscienee, than
he would at home withont it; and, /in
any case, under present conditions, his

than it could do where we would like
to have it towards spreading the ris-

Organization work in the Communist Labor Party is
speeding forward in a most encouraging manner. A telegram
just received from New York gives thls good news: -

National Headquarters ; ,
Cominunist Labor Party.

In addition to other branches already reported to you,
the following have joined the Communist Labor Party: In|z
Manhattan the 1st and 2nd Russian Branches; the 3rd, 5th,
10th and 17th A. D.; three German Branches: rganization
formed in the 8th A. D Bronx, 3rd Russian Branch; German
Branch: 3rd and 4th A. D. organizing. In New Jersey, 1st|4
Russian Branch and the Newark Fort Lee Branch.

@ Wit dirficr, ‘the policing laxer; but.

gy ot

The Land 0f Black

itons, leawiing ‘hex, ‘at h@r peaee -time
irate of jproductien, 126800,000 tons.
But ithe lowered etrength and pmducn
vty -of ‘German -workers,-the ‘ghorter
\work:houre, and ifhe intermittent strik-
.os. whidh even Herr Noske has heen
ungble totdlly to syppreds, have re-
Weed: ithe prodmetion o fiffy-five
er ‘eent. that of ;‘pe:)b_w times, -or
bout. seventy million “tedis per Tyear,
nil it ttreatens ®o '‘become less -still,
*he ;peace #reaty hligates: Germany -to
deliver mowe than half -of ithiste the
Entente. Assuniing that+ the amputated
regioas -acecunted for a  gnarter of
the (sod] consumption -of 1913 — prob-
Ldbly s large figure -— ‘her need -would
'be for 143(000:000 tons a wear. Against
‘this she will :have ‘thirty, Germany
will ‘have scarceély emough :codl ‘to
un 1the rallways-or redueed -schedales
wvithowt prosiiding for heating homes
«@r runding imdustries. :
Many communes are laying in -sup-

as|piies . of wool for ‘hensehold use, and

the pmﬁuetmm of Hgrite -fortunately
is not S0 catastrophically =light .as
‘that  of :codl. But -small dependenee
can ‘be placed mpon #dhe -s¢hemes for
rearuiting . regiments' of ~volunteer mgi-
‘nerg—especially when lahor
suck plans as es;mtahst camoutlage —
»nd Germany is face to face with the
fact that she camnot -weckon an .suf-
ficiext .coal even 4o -operate her rail-
ways -and warm  her hoases, without
bugmmng to supply bar Industries.
Low as is the presemt opération -of her
factories, the general .expectatiom is
iltat more tham half the faetories now
in opbration will hawve to close down
next winter for lavk of coal. The eon-
sequences of the resmltant mnempley-
ment and diseentent cah only  be
guessed.

The food situation is Gllﬂhﬂ’v hetter.
Prices are kigh, but fats and flour arel
begﬂnmn«r to come in, The week T
arrived in Berlin the city was flooded
with American. chocolate — the first

shipments since the lifting of - the
blcekade.. Cripples—Ilegless, armless,
noseless;, or eternally shaking ' their

diseased heads—ard old womeén and
iittle children, and worse still, healthy-
hodied ex-soldiers with nothing better
to do, shouted at one on every street
corner, even out in the-subu.rbs,“Amer
ican chocolate — ten marks a eake!’’
People bought it — at what to them
was $5.00 a pound. The Tirst ehocolate
in yvears—no other ecity ‘ever sold so
much chocolate in six months as was
sold in that frst week in. Berlin,

Tn this desperate situation—high
food vrices, coal shortage, forced un-
employment — the soeial- ‘revolutionar-
ies see ‘their hope. The “political re-
volution workingmen will tell vou that
but  workingmen will tell you that
they have been cheated of the social
revolution. Steps have been taken

regards

Jenough. Tt may be menzce or salva

soviet system is pictured in sharp con-
trast as something truly proletarian
and, whatever its defects, at least
ccqualizing. Your German workman is
very bitter abeut the revelries of the
rich, determinmed that the presemt in-
equalities shall not persist, unwilling
to toil on for the benefit as he sees
it, of  people who do mot #cil beside
'him. Youn find the same temper in the
scores of socialist and communjst
| pamphlets which are .om sale ou every
news-stand, im the posters :amd stick-
erg posted thmough the eities; in the
mestings of workingmen :and women,
of workers’ «children, of vevolmtionary
stugfents.

Revolts amre spasmodic wheougout
‘Germany today, but thev are mot pro-{
duets of deliberate un&erg\round -camp-
aigns of agitation; they ‘break out
agamst the will of the Readers grow-
'ing gut of the desperateness of pres-}
ent migery. When Hamburg esusage-
makers are camght using <cat:meat, the
¢ity goes temporarity Bolehewik; when
Uiscmmilz is breadless for -weeks, it
1evolts, The mevelts are put down
with imonotonoms brwtality hy Noske’s
half ‘midllion” velumtesr guamds.

In +the German militarism «of today
‘there &5 no memnace to France. The
ncw German army, made wp of prof-
wssional officers, of woung ‘boys who
‘have been through five wears ‘of war
few er without seeing war wealitios, .and
mempleyed mer m desperate mecd of
&t«eadv pay, may stubbornly fly :the
flag of the old regime, but it is
‘directed ggainst commumist wuprisings
at home. 'The ubiguitous wrecrniting
posters, .caliiing upon wvolunteers to &e
‘fend law and order, all raising fhe
scarecrow of Bo]shewsm, are ev1denae

tion #o Germany, but it is nething to
i Prance.

The prophcts of soeial revolution in
QGermapy — HWrnst Daumig, Richard
Muller, Xurt Geyer, Ledebour, the Left
Wing Independentq and' the Commu-
nists, are praying for the demobiiiza-
tior. which the treaty premises, in the
hope that if Noske’s army is reduced
to -100.000 the ‘revolution may be
bloodless. They are sure it is eoming.
The next revolution may  find them
readier. In November, 1018 the ehang
was personal rather than organie.
Next winter may find a national net-
work of workingmen’s couneils, hom-
ogeneously organized, prepared  to
tuke over. the functions of govern-
ment and operate as an effective na-
tional soviet system. The Communists
and Independent Socialists are working
to that end, but their bitter feud
‘with the old Socialist party retards
their progress,

Workingmen’s, peasants’, and sol-
diers’ councils were formed anarchi-
cally in 1918 — some by self-appoint-

toward -socialization, 'but ‘théy have

the Aachen regions as coal sources,
|she lores 504 12.; 3%.—65%% mjllion

Benjamin Gitlow.

ot 2o IR R R N

been faltering steps, and the Russxan"omahst partles, some hy shrewd emp-

&y

ment, some on nomination by the two

espair

loyers or old regime officers. There
are ne soldiers’ councils in the army
today; the peasants’ councils have
died of inanition; and there are two
eots of werkingmen’s couneils. The In-
dependents  and Communists have
seceded from the n a t i o n a I
councils, controlled by the Right Wing
SJocialists, and the Right ngers and
Democrats have seceded from the Ber-
lin ‘organization, controlled by the
more radicals groups. The Right Wing
group has gowernment subqldles and
cecupies government -offices — the
‘Jemtral ‘Cowneil of Workingmen's
Uounecils s in the 0ld Prassian House
of Lords! Neske periodically raids or
rarests the -other group, and thereby

gives them added power in the wor-
kmg -élass. The Independents now con-
trol the vast majority of Berlin work-
tmen and Fhe ‘Saxon iedustrial field,
land are threstening to win control in
Westphalia and elsewhere. Utterly

sed laws xmgardmg comncils, they are
|gm¢3eedmg o call mew elections for
workingmen’s = councils
»(mermanv, in which the factory will
be the basic unit rather than a
egzaphical Histrict, -andl only employed
head or hand workers may vote rather
then any -one with ;an income ander
tem thowsand marks.
revedled itseif on July 21 when #%he
independents called & gereral strike;

it, but the wirike was general,

No immediate 'betterment of the
workingman’ ecomomic position is
foressen a8 @ mesult of this seeial rev-
olution — only am wqualization of
misery. Workimgmen wwould be quart-
ered in the half-empty homes of the
riech — so much may 'be accomplished
before winter even by the bourgeois

disregarding the Gowernment’s propa-

throughout

Their . streangth

the Right Wing Socimlists denounced I8

Europe Has More

Faith in Marx then
in Christ.

Col. Robbins tells Ministers in dis~
cussion of American Economic
Problems.

““Out of Russia comes a challenge
that - is more vital and fundamenptal
thar the issue which confronted the
western world in the autumn of 1914
Though “the challenge comes from
Russia it is not peculiar.to that coun-
try. It is a challenge that représents
the ecrystalization of the protest of
the disinherited against a eclass siate,
a class church and a class economie
order as they have existed.”’

Extending his arms to quiet tlie
applause of 200 clergymen upon his
introduction, Col. Bavmond Rob’bms,\
former Red Cross leprcsentahvc in
Russia, thus announced what he con-
siders the paramount issue in $¢The
Chureh’s Outlook in the Present So-
cial and Industrial Unrest.’”?

Before the ministers of the Cleve-
land Federation of Churches at 4
luncheon September 30th in Buelid
Avenue Baptist church, Col. Robbins
cutlined conditions in Russia as he
saw them in his_service abroad as &
Red Cross worker, and pointed ous
the challenge to the American eco-
nomic order with the prophecy that
““unless America ean produce a better
system for the welfare of humawm
life than that coming out of Russia,
America is doomed.’’

Hearty applause and choruses of
‘‘amens’’ hy the eclergymen punet-
neted the noon address by Col. Rob-
bins. The speach came at the close
of the foremoon program in which the
ministers were addressed on indus-
trial and socjal questions.

¢ America is at present the only ma-
tion whese institutions are valid
enongh to meet the challenge of the
world’s unrest,”’ asserted Col. Rob-
hins.

‘“We have the capacity if our intei-
ligence is equal to ovr resources,

“(¢This protest of the disinherited
against state, church and eecnomie
érder of the class regime . expresses
e lt)ss of faxth in those mstx utmns

r ‘¢ Britain,. even under Lloyd George,

has not bheen able to enforece the
public law in the cases at Liverpool,
Belfast and Dover bhecause the ilaw
nas not had the supporting sentiment
of the mass of people. Clemenceau’s
rumored retirement upon the conclu-
sion of the Paris peace conference
and the strength of the socialist fol-
towing in France are but other sig-
nificant straws in the current of the
world’s history. Italy is masquerad-
ing over a potemtial volcano.

¢“The fundamental characteristics of
weakness in this FEuropean situation
is' that the masses, 93 per eent.
of the people, have been betrayed by
the eclasses, the other 7 per ecexmt.,
and have 1o<t faith in the institutéons
of state, church and cconomie order.’”

Three dangers Col. Robbins pointed
out in the American economic order
with the statement that the point of
stress in the present unrest is im
economie conditions,

i

‘I have been a laborer and I am
now, in a small measure, & capitalist,’”
the speaker continued.

““In my boyhood days I worked as
3. coal miner twelve”hours a day and
seven days a week at the rate of $1
a day. But from my gold mining it
Yukon, I have been able to qualify
as a small capitalist. So I have had
experience on both sides of the pres-
ent issue,

¢‘Capitalistic production has shown
in the last two years that it is equal
to the demand made upon it. The
keen competition of free industry is
&n economie asset. It is only when
capital attempts to monopohze, to eat;
off the incentive of competitive pro-
duction, that it becomes dangerous

‘‘Regarding labor as a commodx‘y'
the second danger. We must re- .
member that the rmhts of capitall
are the rights of property, but thal
the rights of labor are those of per-
sons. That is fundamental personal
I‘lghta are superior to those of progy
erty in any eclash of the two.’’
Quoting from Llnco]n’s first mess-.
age to congress in December; 1861,
Col. Robbms asked for a ﬂhﬂw aﬁ

municigal vove@mmenﬁ »f Berlin and
(‘harlctnenburg, ‘whieh, however, will
pay for them, as the Communists
would mot. The uvnbealihy gaiety of
Berlin-West and the Brlcdrlehstlasse
would end. And in 'a eommunity of
poverty” they would start to rebwill
on a new and. fairer basis. So they
pieture it—they, the mest hopeful
growp ‘in afl Germany. A Verzwei-
flungsrevo‘lmhon, they call it—a revo-
lution growing out of desperation.
Whpther the hun"rv workmen  who
have got out of the habit of steady
work, “will worlt harder or more regu-
Lmlv for a communist government, is
4 question.

Oue comes out of Germany nutterly
at sea, uncertain of the future. Ash-
men’s salaries have decupled; profes-
sors’ barely changed. Old values have
gone by the board. Yet one suspects | 3
that ' if - Fntente diplomacy were a
little shrewder and less revengeful, it'
might still save the old business

IP‘Y‘IJTKB.

grave danger in the existin
1¢ order,

onet should - be
the rule of re
an  emer, geney

hands"from these who knew the ausor.
ship and secured hut a scant half:
dozen in response:

‘‘Labor is prior tg 'md indepen-
dent of eapital. Capital is only’
the fruit of labor and could never
kave existed if labor had no first;
existed. Labor is the superior of
capital and  deserves the .
highest eonsideration.’”

much

in emphasizing this
guotation fron
i;mf()h' the speaker indorsed ﬂi:
fike as an instrument t
attention of eapital, el thy

‘A strike is a school k
ept f
those who won’t learn u? ar;)r
other,”” he asserted, s
The tendeney to trust for
] ce T
than injustice was ecitod ag the 2::11;5;'

g econom-

‘“Reliance on the ‘power of the bav-

placed secondary to
ason. The bayonet is

From The Nation,

instrument and ‘only

as such should it be used.”’
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The corvention of the old Socialist Party began
. with a belligerent apelogy by the national secretary,
Adolph Germer. The convention of the Left Wing be-
gan with a great singing of the ‘‘Internationale,’’
three cheers for Revolutionary Socialism, three cheers
for the Russian Soviet Republic, three cheers for
Debs, and threc cheers for the 1. W. W. The con-
~ vention of the Communist Party began with an
announcement that ‘‘the management committee has
decided that tliere shall be no smoking during the
convention,’’ followed by an accurate rendition of
* tbo ‘‘Internationale’’ with full orchestra and brass.
These different ways of beginning were charac-
geristic. In the old S. P. convention, the *‘‘parent
body,”’ the emotional tone was a little apologetic
- throughont, a little wan and anxious, and yet at
the pame time indignant of eriticism — about what
you might expect of the mother of twins.
- The Left Wing convention—which became the
Commuuist Labor Party had a little of the
quality ef a revival mecting: The delegates were
always singing and shouting and feeling that the
true faith was about to be restored in their hearts
and homes. At least they were, until the Program
Committee made its report, training some big guns
from the Manifesto of the Third International on
them, and they realized that they must either put
their names to a program of deliberate, hardheaded
revolutionary science, or go back where they came
from. They tock a long, hard breath then, and most
of them f‘‘came through,’’ but they did not come
through singirg.
The¢ Communist Convention—more properly called
. the BSlavie-American Communist Convention—was
characterized throughout by a spirit of youthful but
sophisticated efficiency. It was a consciously expert
eonvention. It showed the rest of them what a
convention oughi to be. It was almost incredibly
neat aud clean and regular.©T was sitting there sonie
time before the formal opening, ddmiring the way
the big sheets of heavy vyellow paper were spread
over the delegates’ tables and folded and tacked
uaderneath; T was admiring the smooth high railing
- of new wood which divided the delegates’ stalls from
the audiencc room at the back; in particular I was
admiring the soda-water fountain shine and polish on
the white oil-cloth which covered the press-table
where I had laid my hat; T was just reflecting that
these things had surely been prepared and arranged
by an unmarried lady of advanced vears, when a
young Russian comrade came up with' a damp ecloth

and .asked me kindly to remove my hat so that le

could ‘‘clean’’ that oil-cloth!

A Little History

Tn order to understand how these conventiona
eame to be, and what they came to be, it is necessary
to apply the mind to some rather complicated history.
I will generalize that history as clearly and fairly
as I can

There have always been elements in the American
Socialist Party who were more revolutionary than
the majority, and in a state of continual protest
against the official counduct of the party. They were

- auore devoted to the principle of the class struggle,
dess willing to waste emergy in office-seeking, re-
formism, and parliamentarism, They believed in the
I. W. W, They believed in -the Communjst Manifesto
“'of 1848, Thesv elements were for the most part
distinctly American; they were never very coqspic~
wous in the ‘‘foreign federations’’ affiliated 'with
the American party. And also they were never very
strong.

The proietnvian revolution in . Russia and the
surronnding  countries—proving the literal truth of
almost €very Wword in.the Coimmunist Manifesto —
gave them their strength. Tt sefit-a-wavé of~militant’
or Bolshevik, or Commrunist, “Socidlism around the
world. And this wave naturally reached the Slavie
federations first, and affected them the most. They
bacame almost unanimously and .automatically Bol-
shevik. At the same time their memhership increased
enormously—the gospel being acecepted by thousands
of new recraits, both through a genuine emotion not
unrelated to pa’riotism, and through expediency, it
being generally understood that a Russian would
not amount (o muech .at home unless he had been
a socialist here. This .very willing membership was
organized into a magnifjcent political machine by
the brainy officials of t&ne Slavie Federations, and
it suplied botl. revolutionary will and revolutionary
power to t{he scattered elements of the American
Left Wing. .

) These officials were able to cast the vote and
- appropriate the funds of about 40.000 out of the
100.000 members of the Socialist Party. They made
Louis C. Fraina’s paper, The Revolutionary Age, and
its wide circulation, possible. They made it possible,
in spite of the Postoffice censorship, to carry the
' *“Left Wing Manifesto and Program,’” and the motto,
*’Capture the Party for Revolutionary Socialism,®’
Ainte ihe hands of almest every Socialist in the
country. No one can estimate the amount that this
. Fropaganda accomplished — as compared with the
" direct effeet of the European revolutions upon the
- party membershijp — but it is' certain that by last
May or June on overwhelming majority of American .
Soeialists were committed to the Left Wing Program
in general, and the Slavie Federations formed the
8olid and well-organized heart of this majority.

That all sounds very simple, but it was not so
simple. In the first place the Left Wing took 6 it-
self a degree of organization and autonomy, which
gave the Right Wing officials who controlled the
party, plenty of emotional, and not a ‘few legal,
grounds for expelling Left Wing membhers. The Slavie
Federations were expelled in a body; the State of
Michigan was expelled; other states, locals, branches
and members were expelled. The membership of the
party was reduced by and during these proceedings
-—according to the report of its own secretary —
from 109.000 to 39.000. ,

In the second place, the leaders of the Slavie
Federations — partly as a result of their expulsion,
partly thdoughk + thinly veiled nationalistic egotism,
and partly through a sincere if somewhat theclogical

_desire to exclude all wavering or ‘‘centrist’’ elements
from the new organization, decided at the national
Left Wing conference in June, that the idea of
eapturing the American Socialist party, or even
attempting to capture it, was wrong, and that a
call should be issued for the immediate organization
of a ‘Communist Party.’’

In the third place . the expelled ‘‘Michigan
Crowd’’— although really too political-minded to
be ecalled communists—joined with the Slavie Fede-
rations in this particular demand, and the Federation
‘L.eaders made every use of this increase of their
-voting power in the Left Wing, although privately
condemning the Michigun ideas and inténding to
suppress them when it came time to adopt a plat-
form. :

Even so, however, they were unable to control the
Teft Wing conference. It decided by a ' considerabie
- majority to adhere to the original program of eaptur-
ing the party, aund it clected a ‘‘Left Wing Council’’
~to carry this out. The Slavic Federation and the
. ¢‘Michigan crewd’’ then decided to ignore the de-

. eision of the conference and call a Communist Con-
»» vention, whether the rest of the Left Wing agreed
vto do it or not. ) )
i ‘'The mejority of the ‘‘Left Wing Council,’’ to-
. gether with the Revolutionary Age— the organ of tha
..whole movement—denounced them as ‘‘traitors’’ for
a week or two, but then suddenly capitulated in the
middle of the summer, abandoned the slogan, ‘Cap-
- ture thec Party for Revolutionary Socialism.’’ upon
which their paper had built up its constituency and
_united theé American revolutionaries, and joined in
' the call for an immediate Commuxist Convention to
meet in Chicago on September 1st. )
.-s This cudden change .of front oeccurred so late
that there was no time left, even if there had beea
& moral possibility, for theose who had united upon
~the original plan 1o unite upon the change. For better
or worse, the Left Wing was split into two camps.

THE THREE CHIC

By Max Eastman in The Liberator.

On the one hand there were the heads of the
Slavie Federatjcns and the Michigan Soeialists, with
ihe Revolutionary Age and all the National Machin-
ary of the Left Wing organization, in the hands of
Louis C. I'raina of Boston, I. E. Ferguson of Chicago,
C. E. Ruthenberg of Ohio, Maximilian Cohen of New
York, John Ballam of -Massachusetts, Hiltzik of the
Left Wirg Jewish Federatjon, Jay ILovestone, Rose
Pastor Stokes and a few other non-Slavie delegates.

On the other hand, adhering to the original pro-
gram of attemvting to capture the party, there was
the minority of the National Left Wing Couneil,
Ben Gitlow and John Reed of New York, with
other' prominent Soecialists of the Left like
Kate Greenhalgh (Kate Sadler) of Washington, Joa
Celdwell of Rhode Island, ¥red 'Harwood of New
Jersey, Max Bedacht of California, Jack Carney of

Duluth, Wiiliam Bross Lloyr of Chicago, Ludwig

Lore, Editor of the Volkzeitung of New York, Mar-
garet Prevev of Ohio. Tichenor of St. Louis, Owens
of Illinois, Wagenknecht of Ohio, Katterfeld of In-
diana, Mrs. Harmon of Kansas, and 92 other deie-
cates from 22 States. To this group there was also
rromised the adherence of the Italian Socialist Fede-
ration, and the Seandinavian and Left Wing German
Pederations, togetker with 19 Slavie Federations
who were expelled from the major organization for
resisting the machine. &~

Each of these groups would like to think that -

the rank aund file of the American Communist
ement was represcnted in its convention. But
.impossible to deeide that questjon mow. The rank
and file noaver had time to consider and aet upon
the issue between them. It was a division among
lcaders. and a very vague and queer one too. Dele-
gates were wandering from one convention to another
under indefinite instructions; or ne instructions at
all, except the understanding that they were to form
a party in accord with the Manifesto of the Third
International. Qut of this unhappy confusion almost
everybody hoped and strove. for.a unity of the re-
volutionary eleiments, except the heads of the Slavie
Federations, whose absolute control would have disap-
seared if unity had been achicved, and who main-
tained that their absolute control was necessary to
ihe formation of a pure and perfect party of com-
munism : :

mov-
it is

The Parent Body
If this confusion of elements represented is
cxasperating, it is at least a relief to know that the
conventions ocenrred in some historiec order. The So-
cialist Party Conventjon was convened in Machinists
Hail on Saturday morning, August 30. The Left Wing

' delegates who were seated in that convention, walked

out and joined with the rejected delegates waiting
in a room downstairs, to form the Convention of
the Communist Labor Party, on Sunday afternoon.
The Convention of the Communist Party was called
~to order in ‘‘Smolny Institute,”’ a half leased by
the Russian Wederation of Chicago, on Monday, Sep-
tember 1st, at about noon,

Art Young and T arrived at Machinists’ Hall
early Satvrday morning—early enough to find Ju-
lins Gerber looking like an unsettled thundercloud,
and Jack Reed beaming. This is mnot because Julius
was vanquished and Jack Reed victorious, but be-
cause Julius doesn’t enjoy a fight and Jack. does.
1t seems that some of the Left Wingers arrived
early at the building, and decided after a caucas
to go upstairs and take possession of the hall, putting
their own national seeretary, Wagenknecht, in the
chair when the time came, and proceeding to orga-
nize the Convention. faving elected their National
Executive Committee by an overwhelming majority,
and having through their.committee duly- appointed,

+stheir-seeretaryy~they-felt- justified in this“procedure;

‘notwithstanding that the &lection had heen set aside
as fraudulent by the old ‘National Executive (om-
mittee. So they proceeded wupstairs in a rather for-
mirable frame of mind. They were met and oppesed’
at the door by Julius Gerber, the secretary of local
New York, and it scems that Gerber in his turn
was ‘‘sot aside.”” We heard a good many different

. stories of this incident by eve-witnessés, and mnone

of them were quite so blood-curdling as what we
read in the mewspapers. Tt seemed to one of our in-
formers that Gerber could have licked Reed, if Reed
hadn’t held him so far up in the alr that he
couldn’t resch down.’’ 'Another comrade said that
Reed acted just like a mice big dog, shaking himself.
Another reported that there was *“*a- little wind-
pipe work on hoth sides.”’” Gerber stated to the con-
vention that he made Reed understand that swing-
iug a sledge-hammer with the proletariat is just as
geod a preparation for life’s battles as playing foot-

hall at college. At any rate the ‘‘Left Wingers’' got

in, and there they were and what was the right wing
going to de about it?

Some of them didn’t know what they were going
t0 .do, but Adolf 'Germer knew. He may not have
consulted ‘anybody  when ~he" arranged to have the
police there, but-he consulted the.membership figures
and the record of recent votes for officers, and votes
on referendums, which were in his possession, and
he decided that if the official minority were going
to exclude the voting majority from the convention,
they would have to do it with the forces of the
capitalist state. In that he was entirely right,

Germer never denied that he had arranged to
have the police there, although some members of the
national committee denied it for him. When he was
acked. poinblank across the floor of the ecomvention
whether the officials of the Socialist Party brought
the police to that building he said, ‘‘What officials
do you mean?’’ and withdrew his attention while
some interrapter took up. the talk, But he.did deny
that he told the police to ‘‘treat ’em rough,’’ as two
passionately indignant delegates subsequently infor-
med the conveuntion. He said that he asked the
contested delegates two or three times. “in a com-
radely spirit’’ to leave ‘the room, before he told
the police to put them out, and that he didn’t tell
the police arything else. :

" Two women who were among those put out,
swore to the truth of the following account; one of
them, Mrs. Harmon of Kansas, was later seated in
the Conventjon, and made the convention believe
whnat sne said: - )

‘“The first thing I saw was that they were trying
to eject Reed through the door. Soon after that Ger-
mer came up te us where we were sitting, and said,
‘You’ll have tc clear the room.’

““‘T’m, a delegate,” I 'said.

¢¢ ‘It don’t make any difference,’ he sai’d-. ‘Clear
the room If you don’t I’ll eall the police.

‘T said to myself, ‘Well, I have a right to the
convention floor, and I’m going to sit here till the
police tell me to go.’ :

‘‘Pretty soom a policeman came up to me and
said, ‘You’ll have to go, Misses.’

‘‘I went, but I went kind of slow, and I heard
Germer say, Officer, clear the hall, and if they

“don’t go, poiicemen, do your duty!’

‘“So the delegates who were with Berger and
Germér stayed in the hall, and the rest of us went
out, and our delegate who received the largest vote
in the State of Kansas was put out of the Socialist
Convention by the police!’’ - - .

Perhaps ‘these excessively lively preliminaries

- accounted for the unceremonious opening of .the con-

vention, With a beautiful upstairs hall like a little
theatre, one whole side a great sunny sky-window,
and decorations containing tventy-five -American
flags, T expeeted a certain amonnt -of introductory
hallelujah of some kind. But ‘Germer simply stood up,
looking like a hig welldressed police-sergeant off
duty, banged the gavel on the table, and started in.

He stated to a round of applause that ‘‘We in-
tend to follow the splendid example set by our cem-
rades in Russia,’’ and added in a severe silence, ‘‘By
that T want it distinetly understood that we do not
intend to adopt the same methods.”? -

He struck the key-note of the convention there.
And he struck ‘another key-note when he said; ¢‘The
8t. Louis program and the jail-sentences: of our of-
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fieials prove the revolutionary and Bon-Scheidemanu
character of the party.’’

It is characteristic™of old people to attach a
great importance to svhat they have dome in the
past. And the majority in this convention were old.
Even some of the young -ones wde old. They seemed
to think it was personal and impertinent for any
one to be chiefly concerned about what they were
doing now, or what they were going to do in the
foture )

‘‘There is =no issue at stake’”’—‘‘We are all
agreed “in. prineiple’’ — ‘It is all a hatter of per-
sonal jealonsy’”—*Tf a few so-called leaders would
get out of the way, we could have a united party’’
—that was thc burden of the talk and feeling in
the ante-rcoms of the convention. I suppose it will
be a rather exasperating thing to say, but I felt
sorry for a good many of the delegates. They had
served their time, they had born the heat of battle
when some of us were in our cradles, and then to
crown it all they had stood up under the bitter test
of the St., Louis declaration, going around their home
towns for two years, solitary, vilified, whipped with
ihe hatred of their neighhors, beaten and worn down
by the universal war-madness of a nation, and not
flinching. They could not understand why they
should he shoved aside. And I could not either, any
more than 1 ean understand death. But it ‘is
significant that in the conventions of the young,
the conventions whose eyes were on the future and
their musecles ready for action, there was mnot a
single person te be found-who would say that the
split was perscnal, and that there were no vital
issues at stake. They could not think of saying it;
they were whelly absorbed in the issues at stake.

Germer’s speech did not sail .very clear after
he began denouncing the  Left Wing leaders as
““Harry Orchards of the Socialist movement,’’ de-
secribing them as going about ‘‘in the dark like
midnight thieves sneaking from ear to ear, whisper-
ing, indubitably hoping  thereby that the comrades
may think there is something wrong with those
selected by the eomrades to manage the affairs of the
verty.’’ Cries of ‘‘Count the Ballots!’’ ““Is it in
the Counstitution that you have to make a specch?’’
brought bis defense to an end, and the balloting for
temporary chairman began. :

Seymour Stedman, the Right Wing caundidate,
received 88 votes, and J. M, Coldwell of Rhode Island,
the Left Wing candidate, 37. There were enough
Left Wing delegates in the building to have elected
Goldwell with. a substantial majority, even though
40.000 of their members -had already gone over to
the Communist Party, but only these 37 had trickled
through the official sé¥e. The rest were ‘‘con-
tested,””. and most of them never got through the
credentials - committee, and many. of them never
tried. T . .

The pulse of the convention rose noticeably when
fitedman took the chair.. His sturdy and winning
grace of ,utterance made the delegates feel a. little
sure they were nct wrong.; But Ris speech, like Ger-
mer’s was a summing up®for the defense. And his
defense, iike Gérmer’s, rested upon a récord that is
past, and, in this time of Tapid movement, stale and
ready to be forgotten. He did not say that the So-
cialist Party would join the Third International and
loyally stand up with ouf+Russian comrades who are
starving and dyving and pouring out their blood in
battle for socialism, and everybody knew that it
would not. -

Stedman seered a point as chairman when some
impertirent delegate, ‘‘rose to inquire’’ why we
should elect a sergeant:at-arms’ when we have the
police force? e TR B

““Well,”” he said. ‘‘that, eleetion, was provided
Ier,at a‘time when it=tas ynderstood that _all. the.
pomrades “would bt ge!f,s(,g weh' at . I8ast.”” VBut ths~
police question wonld not doWin. It would not let it-
self . be forgotten for:two hours at a tiwe. Once it
was a white-faced ministerial comrade in the audience
room, at the side ‘of the hall,

‘‘Comirades, I demand the attention of the do-

- Jegates!’’t he shouted. **I just heard ome.of these

policemen threaten to throw a ecomrade down-stairs,
and he said ‘You won'’t light en your feet either,
you’ll think yen came  down in an aeroplame.’ 1
aslk you if' that is the way visiting Seecialists are
going to be traated by this conventiom?’’

“What kind of Soecialists are thev?’’ from the

New York delegation.

From Stedman: ¢‘I should suggest that it
would be a good idea to forget what occurred this
morning. At the present time Chieage is under the
police department, whether vou like it or net.”’
~ From George Goebel: ‘T say anybody who says
we invited the police here-are God damn’ liars!’’

Frow: -Germer: “‘I'm glad they’re here!?’

And this second storin was mo soofer past, and
the -trouble pearts quieting themselv‘elfga little, when
in pops a. letter from the Chicage Mhchinists—that
one dread sovereign- of “all :politieal socialists, a real
labor union: i o ; k ) :

Dear Comrides and. Friends: ’ . i

On behalf of the Die and Tool Makers Lodge
No. 113, International Association of Machinists, and
the Machinists Society of Chicago, we protest against
the harboring and use of police in this hall. This hall
is the property, as well .as the sanetuary, of a pro-
gressive and militant labor organization, based upon
the class- struggle. We  do not permit our members
to work under police’ protection; we can not con-
ceive how we can let any meeting in this hall be
carried on under policeprotection, when we as an
organization condemn it and oppose it. While we are
not represented in  your “convemiion as individual
members or representatives of an. organization,. we
nevertheless are with you in “spirit. For all these
reasons we cun . not let the police remain as your
protectors, or perhaps as your invited guests, without
submitting our deepest- protest. We eall upon Jou e
take steps to remove the pelice or make such arrang-
ements as wil' satisfy us that you are not respon-
sible for the presemce of the police.

We-are not asking this to put hardships on you,
but for the best interest of the.Socialist party and
the labor movement in general. -

Yours for. Interuationsl

} Solidarity,
. Executive Board

Die & Tool Makers Lodge No, 113
- L. P. Vance,. Carl Haring,
G. T. Franckel,. P, Pokora.

After a serious pause one of the delegates prop-
osed a resolution stating that it is ¢‘the semse of
this convention’’ that the police are not here at -
the invitation of the party wofficials. ‘Another re-
nmarked that such a resolution would prove that the
convention had no semse, for they would be stating .
something that they could mnot know.

Classens of New York offered a resolution
‘‘that tte police deparment of Chicago shall be and
hereby is disbanded.’’ ,

Mayor Hoan of Milwaukee asserted that ¢ ‘they
came here under the invitation of Germer for the
purpose of proteéting our legitimate rights and
purposes,’’ and proposed- that mo apologies should
be made. ;

‘‘We in Milwaukee,’’ said Rerger, ‘‘would have
done it a good deal better than Germer did, because
we have our own police.”’ His speech was the
straightest one I heard..‘‘I’ve never tried to be
revolutionary,’’ he said, “‘but T’ve tried to be honest.
If the police wéren’t here, none of you would be,
S0 what’s the use of all this hypocrisy!’’

It wos finally voted to send. a communieation to -
the Machinists union stating the faets, but just what
the ‘faects were, nobody knew—unless it was the
policeman who told a reporter that Germer had called
up the chief and asked that they be on hantd early.

In the midst of this storm, a telegram arrived
from some rustic local: ‘‘Peace and harmony will
lead”}m to suecess—hurrah for International Social-
‘ism! . .

The Left Wing Delegates, — ahout 30 .of them—
walked out of this convention after it adopted a
motion to coasider (but not act upon) the report of

- conventior

c

the National Executive Cothinittec, beforé ﬁ_ié status
of all contested delegafes Jvas determined. J. M.
Cotdwell of Rhode Island simpply rose in his ¢hair
eud said, ‘At this point T am 1ﬁgoingg to leave this

and 1 call uron all delegates of the
Left Wing to withdraw.’’ .

““That is your privilege,"” sai® Stedman, and
the business of the eonvention proceéded.
~ It was a bussiness largely as I have indicated,
of selfjustification wupon the part of the official
machine for resisting the Left Wing madehine up to
the point’ of wrecking the party——although the Left
Wing Machkine had organized a clear Majority of
the members, Aud this business was made in%eresting
by the fact that a lively handful of semi-Left Wing-
ers, or a*t least conscienticus objectors against
tyranny, was left ‘on the floor. They were 1led by
Kruse. who stated that in spite of his disgus{ at
the aets of the officials, he beiieved it was a quest-
ion of ‘‘sanc¢ Socialism against direet aetion,’’ avd
he intended to ‘‘stick by the party and make if
what he thought it ought to be.’’

Judge Panker of New York was less moderate.
For him it was & question of ‘‘tying wup with a
bunch of anarchists,”” and he was glad of everything
they did. )

A delegate from Marvland supported him with
the statement that ‘“Every organization has. an
inherent right to preserve itself.”’ He said ““we
lawyers’’ in the ecurse of his remarks, but it was
not quite clecar whom he meant to include.

Another )delegate offered the prudent remark
that ‘‘Wo've got to endorse the aection of the Na-
tional Executive Committee, but we’ve also gof to
be able "to iuform our constitwents that we gave
the N. E. C. hell!’’

, Barney Berlin of Chieago, for twenty five years
a worker ir the Soecialist movement, was the old man
Neator of this council, presenting what seems to me
the ounly justification for the National Exeeutive
Committee that thore is. He reminded the convention
of historic instances in which legal and eonstitutional
forms and formulas had been violated in the in-
terest of 4 deeper principle, and econcluded, ‘I have
20t been in harmony with certain tendencies in the
N. k. C., tat I glory in their spunk in having saved
the party.”’ :

That is a pretty final attitude to adopt toward
all the atroecity-stories that have accompanied this
confliet, and it applies equally to both wings. The
yeople who created the Soecialist party all of them
tave enough healthy amarchy in their blood, to
transgress the forms of law when thev are aroused
over a principle. There is no donbt that ‘they were
so aroused, and did so stransgress on both sides. And
while T thing that the principle on the Left side is
the true ome, and therefore I. ean applaud their
‘‘spuni’’ a little more heartily than that of the
Right, neveriheless I recognize a similar moral qua-
iity in them beth. ¢‘Necessity knows no law,’’ is a
maxim that lives in the heart of every live man.

Somebody will ask me just what the prineiple
is upon which this split oceurred, and whieh enabled
trustworthy people to commit so many moral and
legal atroeities. And I answer, in the most general
terms, as follows:

It is a question of whether the Sceialist theory
shall he permitted to recede into the cerebrum, where
it beecomes a mere matter of creed, ritual and
sabbath-day emotion, as the Christian theory has
Jdone, or whether it shall be kept in live and going
contaet with every-day nerves and musecles of action,

Before parting from the picture of the Right
Wing econvention, I ought to state that a motion
endorsing ‘the actior of the old N. F. C. in setting
aside as invalid the recent election of a new N. E.
'y Was passed by those remaining in the convention,

some of the indignant demands” for *‘justice’’ to

the Left Wing, or what remained of it, which were °

ceeapionally voiced by comrades of the right. In
particular I preserve a picture of George Goebel's
long earnest and exeited figure, darting about over
the convention like a superintending dragon-fly. *‘ Aw
eomrades, let’s take a chance on fair play!’’ was
one of his characteristic interpellations.

The Left Wing Convention

It was twilight when the Left Wing delegates
convened in the billiard room down stairs—twilight
that came dimly through ground glass windows into
a fow room with @uil blue walls. But there was more
life to be felt there—if life is spontancous volition
-—than anywhere else during all the conventions. It
seemed " 35 Though “a - thing “with growth in it were
being born in that place, In the other places whatever
came, was engineered into being by the perceptible
workings of an established machine, This may be—
in eold reality:—either a good or.a bad sign for the
Jommunisy Laber Party. I record it simply as a

Taet, ’

Wagenknecht, who had been made National
Seeretary by that Exeeutive Committee whose elec-
ion was declared invalid upstairs, opened the con-
vention here. The sound of his -gavel was greeted
with. a song and those cheers for which all the
delegates stood up. Wagenkneeht’s speech was a
simple statement that having deme everything else
n his power té give the membership a’ change to
express -itself, he had summoned the delegates here
‘“as the Regular Convention of the Secialist Parts
of the United Stdtes.’” He then presided during the
election of Owens of Tllinois as Temporary Chairman.

Oweus is a cripple—pale, but jolly and fearless
as erippled people sometimes are. I ‘can remember
one sertence of his speech: ‘‘We must be ready to

haek up the revolutionary implications of evervthing °

we do here, and if it leads us along with Debs we
must be willing to go there.”’

Margaret Preveny .wasqielected, vice-chairman, and
soam, foolk - Owen's place in the ch‘:i)ir.’f"It; would have,
been well if she had stayed there throughont ?}He
zonvention, for she was .not prepared in her midd

for the actions which were taken on.the floor, but

she was the most able®and good-hnmored ‘and the
best-looking chairman in the place. In its initial mood
of exaltation the convention hesitated a little at the
clection of a sergeant-at-arms,  and finally appointed
W.lliami DBross’ Lloyd “‘a sort of page boey.’’ But
there was no demur after about three hours of work,
when Lloyd asked the chair to_appoint ‘‘two
assistant sorgeants-at-arms for the pufpose of clearing
the aisles.??

After sending a greeting to ‘Debs and all elass-
war prisoners, and accepting the report of the Na-
tienal Executive Committee, the convention proceeded
immediately to attempt to achivie unity with the
‘‘Communist Convention.”’ C. E. Ruthenberg of
Otie, who had joined in the eall for the Communist
Convention, but nevertheless took his seat here for
the time, introduced a motion that would have
delayed organization of a party here, until after a
consuliation could be had with those who were to
organize: the Communist Party the next day. It
would have been a humble act om the part of these
delegates, leading towards a possible submission to
the control of the Slavie Federations. It was
vigorously, and at times violently opposed-—especially
by Jack Carney, who declared ‘‘before God,”’ as
irreligious Trishmen always. do, that if this conven-
tion went over to the Federations, he would go home
and tell the workers of Duluth that there was no
party of commupism in existence.

~ John Reed offered to amend Ruthenberg’s motion
somewhat to the following effect: We declare our-
selvés to be the party of Communism in the United
States and we invite all other revolutionary groups
to join us.

Katterfoeld of Kansas offered a further ameng-
ment, to this effeet: We declare ourselves to be the
official Socialist Party of the United States, we
invite all other ‘revolutionary -groups to join us, and
we will elect a committee of five to confer with
the Committee of the Communist Convention in or-
der t6 find a basis for uniting the Communist éle-
ments in ome party. It was this amendment (I

¥

P>NVENTIONS

2 AS5e ] g . and made
“without - & -dissenting—voté: T ought~to—record also™

““various pigeor-holes of the

regiet 40 say not #écurately quocted) wlieh finally:
passed with an almoest wwanimous vote. )

Thg prificipal pofiifs advanced by spedkers in
favor of saerificing evéPything to wnite with the
Communist Gonvention were these:

(1) No prineiples divide us.

(2)  Onr wawillingness to” do so is
personal pride of a few leaders.

(%) The whole trouble is that ‘‘there¢ are too

due to the

many statesmen in New York.””

(4) The capitafists are unitimg, and they will
be glad to see us divide.

(8) ¥ is a cheap satisfaction fo say that we
orgadtzéd the party of Codhunism fivst. i

These points were acknowledged by the oppostion,
who advaneed the following points in favor of or-
ganizing® a party nevertheless: :

» (1) The delegates of the Siavic Yation have
already widde it clear that they willéfiot admit us,
except upo® terms which leave théir machiné# in con-
trol of the convention. :

(2) They dre politicians and ydlitical bozses.

(3) They arte at heart against fwdustria] unjom
action in the class struggle. .

(4) They were traitors %o the Lel® Wing pro-
gram, and the decision of the Left Wing conferenew
in June. o=

(5) They are itteapable of co-operafimg with
Ametican comrades, they will demand auton¥my, and
anothor split will foHow. -

(6% . It is impossiblk® to start’ & Communist” meve-
ment it the American' proletariit with a Riissian
nationaiistic growp in coitrol,

It wes midnight wheit Katterfeld’s motion was
assed and the committee elected. And thus havih
declared itself to be a pariff—indeed! th¢ party—the
convention adjourned until morning, when the elec~
tion of committees for routidk work would begin.

The Commuwmist Cohvention'

The Chicago police supplied #he best™ of all ar-
guments in favor of the Communigt Converitivn. The
Right Wing wos proteeted by the police, the Left
Wing was ignored. but the hall of the Conintwnist
convention was raided, photegraphs taken, decoritisns
and revolutionary plaeards destroyed, and two men
arrested. Perhaps this argument is a little crippled
YWy the fact tiat one of the men arrested wis a
lawyer, awd the other was Dennis E. Batt of Detroit,
one of the leaders of that Michigan grotnp whose
exeessively political or educational brand eof Com-
munism is the chief weakmess of the Convention.

A glowing tribute was paid to the female sex
by Detective-Bergeant Egan when he arrested Batt.
Rese Pastor stokes called out: ‘‘They are arresting
our comrade—three cheers for the revolution!’’

‘Tgan yelled baek: ‘‘Shut up—it’s always a woman

that starts the trouhbie!’’

Butt was informed of the presence of a detective
with o warrant for his arrest just before he went
on the platform to open the convention, but he was
not much disturbed by it. He stood up there looking
very four-square, as he is, with a long ecigarette
holder in his' mouth, and a lighted -ecigarette—
defying the regulations just laid down by his own
committee if not the laws of the land—and his
speech was brief and quier. He hoped that the de-
legates would ‘‘exercise - forbearanece in their de-
liberations and conduct themselves as men and women
who have the good of the American working class at
heart.?? ) : . :

The Pla{tfdrm at the _commixnisi_;_ con‘vex‘:‘tijmz

Louis €. Framma {vas elected temperary chairman,

I _made. the ‘‘key note’’ speech..lt was _the same
néte’ that “hadiheen »sonnding = al i
volutionary Age, with this significant, if semewhat
meredible, addition: ‘“We now -end ‘onee for ‘all, all
factional - disputes. We are at an end with biekerimg
We are at an end .with controversy. We are here to
build a party of action.’’ ' ‘

Considering that the convention was to spend
the remaining hours of that day until well after
midnight, and all of the next day until late .after-
noon, in a ioeked battle between its two factions on
the question whether or not it would deign to elect
a committee of five to meet the committee electod
by a third faetion represented in the Left Wing Con
vention—Fraina’s promise - seemed a little bit
premature. ;

Te anyone interested in brains for brains’ sake,
this battle was vividly emtertaining. It was brilliant,
sharp. rapid, full of poignant contrasts in personality,
far more philosophie, more erudite, more at ease in
the Moarxian dialeet, than anything 4o be heard at
either of. the other conventions. The points made by
those" opposing. the eleetion of a conciliatory com-
mittee was that the elemenfs who had.bolted from
the old Socialist Party with the Left Wing were not
true Commuuists. They were ¢‘centrists,”’ ¢‘Kautsky-
ians,”’ in seme cases mere radicals who objected to
the tyranny of the party officials. All but a few,
at least, of the true communists had abandoned the
Left Wing program of eapturing the party, and come
direetly to this ¢ommunist convention.

The point made by these advocating eonciliation
was that, altheugh undoubtedly some - Kautskyians
and centrists were to be found in the other con-
vention, they were not predominant, and they were
not any more predeminant than the centrists in this
rresent convention—the ‘‘Michigan crowd’’ ‘being
those alluded te. ) -

Having already attended a session of ‘the other
convention, and satisfied myself that there were
really many delegates there who had no understand-
ing of the Moscow program, and whose revolt against
the '0ld party was but an emotional reaction. against
the acts of its efficials, I was rather friendly to

3

clasaify” people, and place

‘the_ opposition in thispégp&tg I cannot divide and
e

m_go accurately im the
Marxiap,.thgory, in ad-
vance of their acts, as most of these speakers .gould;
but I fully realize the. mecessity of vcasting”'dqt‘r f
the concept of proletarian solidarity, not only fﬁe
Seheidemanns and Noskes who murder the revolution
with machine guns, but® also - the Kautskys, the
lionguets ‘and MacDonalds, who poison it with - pas-
sivity and negative thoughts. That peculiar state of
mind deseribed by Lenin as the ‘‘wavering centre,’”
expressing the fluctuating will of those economic
classes mnot wholly bourgeois nor' vet wholy pro-
letarian, is an identifiable thing, and a thing that
must be regarded as hostile in the period of the
actual breakdown of ecapitalism. : :

In spite of my realization of this faect, however,
and a prepossession that had been growing in favor
of the ‘‘Communist Convention,’”’ I was discouraged
by what I heard in the -course of this debate, and
when the opposition won, and the Left Wing conven-
tion was given the cold shoulder by a vote of 75 to
21, I felt like going back to the Left Wing conven-
wen. )

It is not easy to tell exactly why, but after I
recovered from admiring the mere quantity of ab-
stract intellectuality which filled the air, my mind
began to grow a little tired, as it does at a game of
chess, with so many problems that are unrelated to
reality or action, Aléng towards ten or eleven
o’clock a realization stole into my head that there
was something a little childish, a little sophomorie,
in all this exaggerated statesmanship. I saw in the
*lesh that academic and rather wordy self-importance
which has characterized the official literature of 'tho
Left ‘Wing, and made it get so much on my nerves,
2t well as on the nerves of the I. W. W. editors.
The political and educational expression of the class
struggle 'is alwaye excessively loud and distressing,
ike the racing of a motor when you detach it from
the running-gear without shutting off the gas, ‘and
in this group of self-consciously detached and per.
fect ' Bolsheviks that impression was exaggerated
almost to the point of burlesque. ‘

“‘Ouf purpose is to organize a real, a pure com- -

" (Continued on page 3.)
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He has no part in the making or the enforcing of the laws. Yot he is human OHIO PARTY NEWS.
and it is human to defend one’s life. He resorts to wéapons following the

precedent of the whites. He has no other choice,

THE THIEVES OF ADENA.

P e eeEPeePIPIOPIPI0I0P00P 000000000000 0000000000000090000060080000000000080000000000000090020000080004

The Ohio Socialist

Press Fund Notes

Here are the latest press fund re-
ceipts. You will note some new names

We’ve heard of thieves in the right.
In Adena, Ohio, we Have thieves in the
day who steal from miners who work

The munieii)al eampaigns in Toledo,
Akron, Piqua, Bellaire, Girard, Hamil-
ton, Kenmore, Lima, Marietta, Ports-

” s Nearly half a million negros experienced military service in th@ late motth, Tiffin and New Bronei &b i : s n £ 1 iy
ear i : nth, ' ‘ among them, and again some that have|in the night, who in fact slave in con
One Y B5U0N]:3LEHRA£E§ Six Months war. Over two hundred thousand were over seas. They fulfilled their military |being fought with fervor by the com- gmw,f familiar thra repeated contri- spémt fdau-kness t% provide warm fire-
1.00 c I'er nundare 50¢ . . : : ‘uge |F2des. Other locals are undoubtedly|putions. Among thosé who deserve|sides for you and -me.
$ - - SeEVies . Mith orpdit. - Xhey have‘ learned  the value and . use also carrying on ecreditable campaigns, especial honorable mention are the Lo-| The coal operators of Adena, so it is
Address all mail and make all checks payable to of force. Alsc they Thave learned that they have  rights but the state office has had no recent|rain Ohio Socialist Boosters Club, the|alleged, have been stealing  from 500
SOCIALIST PARTY OF OHIO, and a value in society. ~They hold a vision of a better place in |TCPOrt of their activities. Repeaters Club of Akron and that of|to 1400 pounds of coal a day from -

Local Marietta, O.

Comrade Patrick Henry of New
Reigel, O. sends a dollar. From New
Castle Pa.,, comes another dollar.
Comrade Mrs P. M. Daytner is the
donor. An old time O. 8. Booster,
&. E. Allen of Painesville, O. stepped
into the State Office the other day
for a moment and deposited a dollar
in the press fund. Comrade O. R.
Johnson of Akron is here again with
another dollar. Our old time friend
and' comrade De Forest Sanford;  of
Atascadero Cal.,, sends a five spot
which he states is an ¢‘appreciation’’
of our work in the movement. ‘To
which we reply, there is nothing like
a word of\appreciation to keep np
one’s spirits and d{atermination to
keep agoing. Thanks' for both com-
1ade Sanford. ‘
Comrade Mary G. Waters, secretary
of Loecal E. Liverpool O, sends in sa
list containing the following names
and amopnts: Rosa C. Powell, M. D.
$1. Arthur Broadbent, 50c; Otto Sin-
ger, 25¢; Mary G. Waters, 25¢; J. T.
Pinkerton, 25¢; Thos Cunningham, 23¢,
Here are thrée more comrades who
have piled a dollar each on top of the
press fund: J. 8. Albert, Van Wert, O.
John Barlich, New Philadelphia, O;

each miner employed. Jos. Vegh; mem-
ber of the party and two of his com-
rades, headed 'a committee to confer
with the mine operators about this
steal. Result—Jos, Vegh was arrested .
for violating the Freeman law, the
law which prohibits violence, crime and
sabotage.

It was the mine ‘owners who® were
committing the sabotage and crime,
but Vegh is to suffer for it.

And now, like a thief in the night,
comes the mine owners’ sheriff and
spirits away Julius Simon, Joe ' Ha-
borka, Geo. Kozari, Joe Toth, Jim De-
moszlay and StevesBogo. These com-
rades were taken from Adena to Cadiz'
and throw into jail, No one is allowed
to see them. )

“The Liberators Army however, is
always ready for just such emergen-
cigs. Jos. W. Sharts was immediately
sent to Cadiz and he is now at work
upon  this case. FEven the TUnited
@Wine Workers officials refused help—
it because these men were guilty of
the ‘offense of calling for a distriet
convention to clean out these officials
who, from all indications, seem to be .
hand in glove with the coal operators. ¥
~ All of which means—JOIN THE LI-
BERATORS ARMY and help free all
political prisoners as well as aid those
who are still being arrested in the
sacred cause of making the world safe
for the workers.

Machinists cBegin Fight
fur_ers

Resolution adopted by District Lodge
Ne. 31, International Association of
Machinists, and endorsed by Summit
Liodge No. 203 of Akron, Ohio:

3207 Clark Ave., Cleveland, Ohio. Ohio is ' the first state in the country
= - te ecarry on .political campaigns upon
a clear communist platform. Thousands
of these platforms, adopted at the
recent  state convention - and since
endorsed by referendum vote, have
heen ecirculated by Ilocals, the state
office printing the names of the can-
didates thereon gratis. Ohio is also
the first state to adopt a uniform mun-
ieipal platform for all locals dnd in
this respect is far in advance of other
states  in its development toward com-
unist propaganda.

Entered as Second Class Matter, February 21, 1917, at the Post
Office at Cleveland, Ohio, Under Act of March 3, 1879.

tilte social scheme than to merely serve in the cdpacity of wunrequitedi
utilitarians of the white race. They are seeking a Way out of the wilderness
and a place in the sun. '

- The future is grave with possibilities. Race hatred has been sown for to0o
many generations to expect that other horrors on a greater scale than has yet
come about will present themselves in the not far distant future. We are not
pessimistic we believe, when we agsert that a chronic state of civil war between
the two races is setting in. To that state of war Omaha may be viewed as a
prelude. Let all workers\ take it as a warning and set about to avert it if
possible. ! ; 3

The socialist movement has failed miserably in making headway in the
enlightenment of the workers upon' this question. Literature appealing' to the
black workers of the na.t"wn is scanty and of meagre girculation. Socialist
Locals in the industrial cities where negroes in large numbers have located
have been singularly amise in this 'respect. It is time we- took: this matter
seriousiy and prepare to allign the hegro workers with, the white in our
industrial unions and our political locals. : : }

We rhust arouse the class consciosness of all workers and by education

: , Elmer T. Allison
EDITORS ¢ 088 s e e s et se0 a0 s Alfred Wagenknecht

Published Weeklj by The Socialist Party of Ohio at Cleveland, O.
Telephone: Harvard 3639,

Dues stamp sale have bee nvery
gratifying lately. Toledo sent in a very
large order for the new stamps, as did
also Youngstown, Columbus, Hamilton,
Uhrichsville, Piqua, Seneca County,
Clark County, Power Point and Mas-
sillon all sent in substantial orders.

Ella Reeve Bloor has been dated in
Ohio as follows: Dayton, Oect. 7;
Ilamilton- 8, Cicinnati 9, Akron 10, 11,
Toledo 12. Ella Reeve Bloor: is a very
impressive speaker, has had years of
experience in the workers’ movement
and Ohio intends to secure her for
an extended tour.

Chas. Baker will tour Ohio for the
next {wo weeks, His dates are: Ports-
mouth Oct. 6 aund 7, Springfield 8, :
Cambridge 10, Bellaire 11, Akron 12,{Anthony Novak, same eity.

Niles 13, Girard 14, Youngstown 15,| ‘‘Enclosed find three dollars for that
Warren 16, Conneaut 17. Some of these|Party owned printing plant:’, Larette
dates are subject to change. Comrade|W. Malone, San Angelo Tex. Comrade
Baker, upon his return from a short|John Ivovic of Lorain Q. adds a <.ir.\l-
western tour, held sueccessful meetings{lar to the fund. Comrade Wm. J. Pick,
in Lima, Columbus, Dayton, Hamiltor.}of Cincionati, sometimas called Red
and Cincinnati. Flag Bill, sends in 50c.

An} order for 10,000 Debs leaflets| The Socialist Boosters Club of Lo-
from Otto Moefer constituted the prize|rain, O., remits $6.50 on a list cont-
literature order of the week. Toledo aining the following names: Wm. Now
eame second, with an order for 500|Jr., .$1. Albert Banchyk, $2, Wmn.
ten cent pamphléts sent in -by Com-|Barrett, $1,, Emil Fisher, 50¢, Frank
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Om;ha; a Prelude and a Warning

‘The recent mob activities at Omaha sound a warning to thinking people
and 1o the working class inzpar'cicular that must not go unheeded. For hours
‘ ‘the city was ruled by mob violence which culminated in the most revolting
atrocities. Three unSpeakablyvmonsttous acts were committed and hundreds of
Jgeestt s, ThS Mayor of Hie: elty, i, atteripting 1o guiet ‘th‘e b e upon social and economic questions avert further violence between the two
lynched and narrowly escaped death. The negro accused of a criminal act, and rachs D
for whose punishment the mob was aroused, was riddled with bullets; burned ’ . e
end dragged at the tail of a wagon thru the streets; the new wcowﬂ: house was R —0 == : R
gutted with fire. ‘ | Camouflaging the Robbery
Race riots, the American Black and' White Terror, arée becoming miore . :
and more a matter of common occurence, It is only when some such catastrophe
i as that which occurred at Omaha takes place that attention is drawn to the
; race guestion and even then it is freated as a mere manifestation of hoodloo-
mism to be put down by the bayonet and the machine gu.n. The capitalist
/.,',Jpress finds the solutit;n for all social questions in the use by the autorities
< "“;'of the armed power of the state. Such solutions are no solutions.
Capitalism has erected false barriers between the white and black wor-
Xieors of America, It has pitted them against each other while mercilessly ex-
‘;}mdﬁ:ﬁng both. In this nefarious work which is now bearing such terrible fruit,
vthe A. F. of L. has aided by its refusal to admit black wogkers to its member-
«ship. In. doing so it has played the bosses hand for him -and sown seeds of
:ité‘own destruction. The IW., W. extends the cordial hand of fellowship to
all workers of whatever race or color. 'i‘he black man is finding his place in
‘its ranks, a place which he is filling with honor to his race and his class.
“Where the I. W. W. is strong there can be no race riots, no race antagonisms.
‘Race riots can arise only where the identity of the interests of ALIL workers
are not recognized. i
We do not expect that the present capitalist state will find a solution
%or the race question. It does not affect directly the stability of the capitalist
state, only indirectly as a training school for ‘‘direct action’’ can it be|for thom when that time comes, but one consolation will remain to them-they
‘construed as 4 menfice to the power of capital. " Will still have a strangle hold upon the machinery. of production and the
After all it is the workers, both black and white who become the|fobs by which we live—that is unless the workers decide that' camoflaging
" victims as well as the actors in the armed conflicts which arise between the|won’t go any longer. / g .
two races. Therefore it is their concern to seek a solution for all differences.
"' 'The fact which deserves attention in this guestion is that the negroes
vy being foreal to Towch ¢h Wter Sthothat it Taw of \ho UL IR o oy ihis s i
ptiaT=1il {5 Fegard for-back - and “white meil. “Witere 4 Hegro is concerned| says: “‘I thought I might get ten
 equality befors the Jaw. ceases,.When .accusations are made against a:negro,|dollars, but the ease with, which I
“whether he is guilty or not, his chances of a fair trial are extremly uncertain. collected $55.50 from my fellow work-
“More likely a rope and a stake will finish the matter for him. He sees the|e's and the Carpenters Union mem-
: . § gl bers, plainly proves that the workers
Jdaw violated by white mobs, he knows qo§ all are guilty who are burned at are dlive ko the . daugsrs -obmirct,
“the sta}c"e.' “He realizes his helplessness before the white man’s administration jng them.”’ g
-of the law. He is disfranchised where he is in the majority in the population.

~

A recent ﬁews dispatch from London states that on account of the
great unress an‘dv criticisms of the immensly wealthy, the mansions of London
are -being converted into needed dwellings and »busines’vs\ blocks. Mansions
provoke unrest. They fill the homeless with 'enVyfgg?;iJ.'he appearance of magnif-
icience does not fit well into the picture of the hovel .and the tenementy
occupied by London’s workers. Therefore,” as a means: of quieting social uu-
test, one visible result of the exploltation of the workers are doomed %oi
disappear. ‘ . ; rade. Willnecker, Vaillant, $2, )

The philosophy which seeks to allay popiilar discontent b ny, John DeQuer addressed a crowded| ‘‘Enclosed please find $12.00 from

A . . ; y pi) ’ ¥ :;e b by SU:CI hall in Toledo last Sunday. Tom Clif-|vonr comrades, the Repeaters Club’’

laughable means has a slightly superior quality td -that of the Russian rich]ford and Tom Lowis addressed meeting|S. Bryant, Akron, O. Some repeat, eh?

who stubbornly occupied their mansious until the Bolgheviks Seized them, But{in Tiffin and Findlay lately. Comrade |Another Akron booster is comrade J.

" § R L Clifford wil go to Portsmouth for «|Koons, who sent a dollar this week.

as a means of satisfying the demands of labor, its a punk one. Of course series of meetings the middle of the|Comrades Mr. and Mrs G. Chrlton, of

the capitalists of England realize that what the workers want is pconomic |month. Akron remit ‘two dollars for the new
power, and that the evil day (for them) when they will have to turn over

their power as well as their mansions to the workers draws nearer daily.

‘“Whereas one of the foremost cham-
pions of the working-elass of this coun-
try, ard the courageous, uncompromis-
ing foe of the class-privilege is des-
tined to rot in the Federal Peniten-
tiary, because of the abridgement of
guaranteed constitutional rights of free
speech, be it therefore

RESOLVED, by the Delegates of
tlie Ohio State Federation of Machin-
ists, District No. 31 in special session
assembled, go om record to do their
utmost towards seecuring the libera-
tion .of Eugen V. Debs, and be it
further )

RESOLVED, that the secretary of
the district be instruected to imme-
diately circularize all lodges within !
the jurisdiction of the International
Association of Machnists, requesting
said lodges to join us in securing the
liberation of the grand old man of
the Révolution.

MTS, Gustav Flux, 25¢; Joe Becher, 25;
Louis ‘Krem, $1.00 Mike Treich, 50c., .
Liouis Gmeinoll, 50c.; Math Gmeindle,
50¢; Frank Potetz, 50c.; John Jalloupa,
25¢.;  Rudolph Meyer, 25¢;  Rudolph
Sehiller - 25¢.; J¥red Makofsky, 25c.;
Louis Poininger, 25c.; Steph, - Dutsh,’
50¢.; Louis Potetz 25¢, :

Comrade C, W, Colman, of Buenna
Vista, Va, remits one dollar.

Total amount contributed to
press fund to Qct. Ist $4.103.74.

press. ‘‘One dollar to help build our
press,’’ is what comrade John Maon-
kick of Yorkville, O. writes us. And
ne sends the dollar too.

Local Secretary, T. J. McKenna, of
Marietta, O., remits $25.00 for the
press fund which contain thése names
and amounts: A. H. Hart, $5.00; Elm-
wood Spindler, $1.00; T. J. McKenna,
$1.50; Savage Cigar Co. 50c.; Ben
Ralston, $1.00; J. J. West, $1.00;
Mrs. G. L. Schurch, $2.50; Selden Cole,
$12.50. Comrade Cole has agreed to
duplicate all funds subseribed by Ma-
rietta comrades to buy the new press.
This is the third remittance he has
duplicated.

Comrade H. T. Auckerman of Kala-
mazoe;- Mith., ‘rethits—a -dottarAnothsr
dollar is added to the  press fund by
comrade F. L, Manning of Newark, O.

A remittance’ totaling. $6.70 comes
from comrade Loeal seeretary, H.
Weichers, of Columbus, Comrade Fred
L. Thompson, of Barberton, O. remits.
a dollar, Comrade Louis XKrem, of
the German Br-anch of Bellaire, O,
remits $6.50 collected on lists. Here
are the mames appearing: John Filz-
enger, 50c; Mrs, Julia Filzenger, 5Qc;

—— Qe

The Gommunist Labor Party
Song

Men whose labor tills the soil
Stand together, tyrants foil

RISE! RISE! RISE!
Long we’ve waited in the night
Working for the dawning light
Now it’s coming, all unite

RISE! RISE! RISE!
Rise majestic in your might
Put the coward foe to flight
Foarless: in-.the- canse -of right s
RISE! RISE! RISE!
Far in Georgia’s prison cell
Ties the Gene we love so well
Wrest him from that livicg hell
RISE! RISE! RISE!
All who right and justice seek
Burst your honds, no longer :weak
Unite and. join the Bolshevik
RISE! RISE! RISE!
Gertrude Harman

It is quite possible that capitalists may resort to the dress of the laborer
in a short vz'hile. We may reasonably picture them going about in Bveralls
frequenting the cheap movies instead of grand opera, .conducting himself}
mpch like you or we in our daily lives. Certainly, t}ié spice of life will fade

story. and . told because it’s time for
o GET BUSY.. You also esa do
ppe . did. Go +o ‘your union
|meeting and; make a motion that a
sum of monéy be Yotesi ‘out of the
teasury to help Liherate Debs. and all
political prisoners. Get a * Liberation
Fund contribution list and secure con-
tribitions from -your fellow workers.
Tappen showed: the way. Go thou and
do likewise. .~ i -

THE STORY OF $55.50

the

That’s the story of $55.50. A simple

The Three Chicago
~ Conventions

“ (Continued from page 2) =

s

munist party,’’ said comrade Lunin. ‘‘We will allow
the . delegates of the other convention to come to

- wour credential¢ eommittee one by ome, and we will
~examine them thoroughly to find out if they are

~

wcommunists: or not. For you ean not become a com-
‘munist in one day-—ne, nor in two days, nor in three
-days, nor n a year. Even in Russia it takes plenty
-of time to make a true Bolshevik,’’ Like most of
tthe Blavic Federation leaders, Lunin was himself a
‘Menshevik only about a year ago.

“@ive them the test of humiliation,’’ said an-
~other earnest vouth. ‘‘Demand that they come here
sand -ask admission to this conventionm. This humilia-
“tion "will test the sicerity of their revolutionary prin-
«wpiples.”” N

© “‘Liet them come here and sit in our coavention

~without a voice,’’ said Nicholas Hourwich, ¢ We are

sperfectly willing to allow them to sit here. They
might learn something. They might even learn enough
“to go mext time to the communist convention.’’ Hour-
*wich ‘is ‘the editor of the Russian daily, Novy Mir
-—a .strange, intense and intensely impractical intel-
‘lectual gnome, with feminine gesture and attitude, but
-a kind ‘of ‘dbdurate unsentimental force. He observed
“the ruthless workings of his political machine with
80 infinitely «complacent a smile on his features, that
41 could mot ‘help feeling glad he was so happy.

The only cffective opposition he received was
ifrom Fraiua and 1. B. Ferguson of Chicago, who made
<gnashing and spirited attaeks upon his machine that
‘was. rolling «over- them, to the added delight of its

-engineers. ““That ‘nian ' is a communist,’’ said Fraina,
“*‘who happens to agree with your particular purposes

sat a particular moment. While. you were boasting of
the purity of your eommunism, you have made unholy

-deals with those whom you know anéd admit are not
- communists. 7’

‘‘The real question is,’’ said Ferguson, ‘‘Do. you
want tuv exclude English speaking delegates from the

‘floor of this conveation, It is not whether you want

to exclude centrits. The test of a eommunist for you

~13 when or where -one chooses to organize the com-
~ munist party.’’

"At the conclusion of the same speech he said: ‘I

~don’t want you to lose control of this eonvention,
- because I know .that your control means that we will

have a real communist party in the United States.’’
-1.do not know how to recomcile these two statements,

-and T do mot believe Ferguson does either, but he

:was sincerely convinced of them both. .
My impression was—to sum it up—that the heads

".iqf the Slavie Socialist Machine are in a meod for
" the organization of-a Russian Bolshevik chureh, with’

«

- Americans must

- endanger the machine
-~ collection box. (Tt is

more interest in expelling heretics than winning eon--
verts, and with a pretty fixed opinion that although

iperforce ‘be admitted to the ehurch
they must not be admitted in such numbers as to
’s hold upon the dogmas and the
their mood, not their conseious

- intent, that these words deseribe.) And it seems to

me that what has .compelled some at least of the

- American  comrades to accept ‘the dictation of this

 machine, and try ito form an American proletarian

i. party with so
~-dread of unot

Preposterous a handieap, is that inward
proving sufliciently revolutionary which

* hounds us all. Tt hounds us because we are conscious
- of the continual temptation of reypeetability and

(o

N gh

©. personal prudence,

. and because we see 'so' many of
our ﬁght{ng Comrades ‘lose their courage amd fall by
the wayside. It is a wholesale dread. But we ought to

be sufficiently sure we are revolutionary, so that we
have a good deal of enmergy left for trying to be in-
telligent. And it is not intelligent to start the Ame-
rican Communist Party with a mixture pf theological
zeal, machine politics and nationalistic egoism in
control. . ;

E Takirg Frainna’s and: Ferguson’s own charaeter-
ization of these Federations, without adding a Word,

‘. ‘there is enough reason for desiring that they should

funetiyn hy themselves ds a Slavic Communist Party,

- and that the Ameriean party should begin elsewhers,

mora. modestly, and more in proportion to the actual
state Of the revolutionary movement in America. [
could not help thinking what Lenin himself would
do to this group who are trying to bluff us in 'the
name of our yaternationalism, into accepiing a nation-
alistic control of the movement,” ~

Some similgr thoughts must have entered the
minds of the American delegates, for aftér this ses-
sion was uver and the vote taken, théy delivered an
ultimatum to the Fedeératipns, stating that they would
bolt the convention and go home, if the vote was not
res¢inded, and the committes appointed, Accordingly
the convention was adjoursied, and the mext morning
and afternoon devoted the ¢ameas of the Slavie ma-
chine. Then the Convention was ealled together again
about five o’clock, and -the vote rescindéed-——umnani-
mously. It is a formidable machisme that cad reverse
57 votes without a slip, without allowing one single
individual opinion to record itself. 1t commands ad-
miration. But I think there is a disesuwraging lack of
realism and the sense of workmanship im a convention
that will spend twenty-fonr hours fighting over the
appointment of a committee, when it i$ elearly ob~
vious all the {ime that the committee will do exactly
1t the committee had notibeen appointed.

The eommitiee did, of course. go up. to the con-

vention of thé Left Wing—by this time already the

the same thing that the convention would have done
Communist Lahor Party—and hand in-a type-written
document embodying the will of the Slavie Federa-
tions. Beucath a ‘good deal of diplomatic and rather

Wilsonian indireetness, this document simply stated -

that the Slavie Federations would not permit a union
uf the twu elements upon terms that would endanger
their eontrol, which they consider essential to the
formation of a party of true communism.

The Communist Labor Party adopted a resolution
making a standing offer to the Communists to unite

the two parties upen equal terms. That is the end of

the matter, until the rank and file of the revolution-
ary workers take aetion upon it.

The Communist Labor Party.

It was something of a relief to wander down to
the I. W." W. headquarters, after all this theoretieal
striving after wind, and examine the  new rotary
press they are installing, and hear the elicking of two
accomplished line-o-type machines in the baeck room.
And it seemed a good omen for the Communist Labor
Party that when they found themselves too large and
busy for the downstairs room in the Michinists Build-
ing, they moved over to the I W. W. Hall on
Throop Street.

There a hattle was fought and won, which for
me seemed to contain the heart of the drama of these
Chicago Cpnventions. It was mot a battle between
two machines, for there was mo time or possibility
here for the:formation of a machine. It was a battle
between those who understood and accepted the Mos-
cow. manifesto, und wanted to apply it in a concrete
realistic way to American conditions, and those whe
did not understand or accept it, dreaded its practical
applieation, and wanted /to take refuge in  more
vague ard old fashioned socialistic pronouncements.
The most powerful figure in the militant group—
and the best speaker, I should say,
cenventions—was Ben Gitlow. The funetion of furn-
ishing- forth drafts of documents, making motions,

in"all three of the

drawing up amendments and ‘resolutions, and being
ever on hand in general with.a wealth of ideas, was
filled by Johr Reed. On. the other side Margaret Pre-

vey and Louis Boudin were -equally promivent and :

equally definite in their opinions.

. The convention, being somewhat dismayed by the
voluminons  and: plain:spoken.-. ‘‘program’’ vwh,ic.h
Reed”’s ccmmittee brought in, and yet feeling in their
bones that they were going to have to adopt it, ap-

- pointed another committee to draw up a ‘‘platform.’’

1 think. they had an idea that they would keep the
program as of g, kind ‘of ““eseteric doetrine’’ to be
revealed only to the true disciples, and distribute the
platform to the general public, So they put ﬂthg}[_
more tender-tinded or-¢¢dentrist’’ members on the
platfo¥m committee, and'these members drew up a
brief d6enment expressing omlv a little more vigor-
otigly than nsual, the time-worn ¢‘ultimate demands’’
of fho Sociatist Party. : o

Phe commumist element did 1ot oppose the plai

. of adéptiny a beief and highly generalized ‘‘plat-

form’’ # ad3iiee €6 their program of action, bul
they wer# detériiiied that thg platform should be in
fact a getiéralization, and not 41 evaporation of the
communist princ¢ipldes. Therefore #hey assailed the
document tha¥ was reported to the fldor, and succeed-
ed in striking dlit every one of its vagme or unscien-
tific clauses, aintl substiféting amendments in their
own language. THey succeeded with surprising ease
until they arrived g[ the' #iwo final clauses, 4nd here
the minority rallied for a last obstinate resigtance.

The :¢lauses as potted by the committee, read
as follows! s . ,

‘“To this end we a8k’ the workers to unite with
the Communist Labor Psrty. ow' the politieal field for
the conquest of the State aud thus secure control of
the powers of government. ~ - 5

““We alvo urge the “worlké¥s to organize them-
selves on the industrial field, “4#nd thus unite their
political and economic power t¢ establish a cooperat-
ive commonwealth,’’

For these clauses
stitute: )

‘‘To this end we ask the workers to unite with
the Communist Labor Party for the eonquest of po-
litical power, to establish a government adapted to
the. communist transformatien,’* -

The significance of this' change in the ¢‘Plat-
form?’ is made apparent by the followimg clauses of
the ““Program’’ which had been reported to the
floor, but wot yet at that time adopted:

‘‘The working class must organize and train
itself for the capture of state power. This capture
means the establishment of the mew working class
government machinery, in place of the state machin-
ery of the eapitalists. .

““This mew working eclass’ government— tho
Dictatorship of the Proletariat—will reorganize so-
ciety on the basis of Communism, and aceomplish
the transition frem Capitalism’to tWe Communist
Commonwealth. . ... : T

‘‘Not one of the great teachers of sciemtific So-
cialism has ever said that it is passible to achive the
Social Revolution by the ballot. ;

‘‘However, we do not ignore the value of voting,
or of electing candidates to public office. Political
campaigns, anc. the election of publie officials, provide
opportunities for showing up capitalist demoeracy,
educating the workers to a realization of their class
position, and demonstrating the necessity for the
overthrow of the capitalist dystem. But it must be
clearly emphasized that the ehance of winning even
advanced reforms of the present capitalist system at
the polls is extremely remote; .and even if it were
possible, these -roforms weuld. net weaken the capital-
ist’ system. } P e N

‘“The politieal action of $he working class means
any action taken by the workers to impose their class
will upon the capitalist State.’’

Reed offered the following sub-

e

. Centrists- to the exeeutiveé

It was an all day debate, I reeall a few sentences

, somewhat at Yandom, The first is from Margaret Pre-
‘vey, whose friendship for Debs and her: consecration
tc the task of liberating him from prison, gave a

" special interest to her opinions. ‘‘We came here,”’
she said, ‘‘to form a political organization to supple-

:ment the imdhstrial: organization of the workers. If
not why are we here? We must use the political power

in order to get a hearing for the working class, 1

want to see a working e]gss judgg ta Pass sentences
upen the workers, a working e%ids jailor to open the
doors of the pricons £8¢ the working elass. I want to
see the working class get control of the pelice and
the United States Army, so that they can be used on
the side of the workers, instead of against them in
thelr industrial battles:” :

John Reed answered her in the one burst of
oratory that came out of him, He reminded her that
when a socialist Mayor of Minneapolis wanted to
se the police to protect the meetingd of the workers,
his policemen wére superceded by a body of $pecial
deputies appointed by .the Governor of the State;
when a radieal governor of Illinois (Altgeld) tried
to use the state power to protect the workers in the
Pullmau strike in Chicago, Grover Cleveland sent the
United States army into Illinois to protect capital;
‘“and if yonihad a Socialist president in the place
of Grover Cleveland, the Supreme Court would come
to the protection of capital; and if you had a So-
cialist. Supreme Court, J. P. Morgan would organize
a voluntcer White Guard, and the interests of capital
would still be protected! So it would always he. The
struggle is between economic forcés and it cannot
Le settled upon the political field.”” He asked Mar-
garet Prevey and the -others who opposed the pro-
eram which he had drafted, and who wanted to elect:
committee, to ..explain
candidiy to the convention just what kind of
program they wanted, and what they conceived com:
munism to be. After some hesitation the answer came
that they wanted to go back to the language of the
previous Manifestoes of the Left Wing. The special
significance of this lies-in the faet that those more
academje and therefore less revolutionary Manifestoes
were written by the very delegates in the ‘‘Com-
munist Convention’’ who were now seorning this
other not sufficientl revolutionary elements!

If that makes {he reader dizzy, he has the satis-
faction of knowing that he would have been a thou-
sand times dizzier if he had actually tried to attend
those three conventions. G .

Kate Greenbalgh said that she had often heard
working men in the northwest say that they would
never again put their name and address down in a
poll book to be wused in hunting them out by the
master-class, but still she believed in political action
as a means of acquiring a. ‘‘political status’’ for the
revolutionary propaganda, .

- Jack Carney supported the amendment with the
vehemence of one who doesn’t really care whether
the propaganda acquires a ‘‘political status’’ or not.
‘I resigned from the Socialist- Party,’’ he said, ‘‘not
because they expelled the members and refused to do
their will. but because I want the American workers

. to get down to the.real fight, and the real fight is

on the joh.’’ .

Margaret Provey’s position was supported by
Baker of Qhio, who said in the course of his remarks
‘htat, ‘‘The 01d@ guard used to be always telling us how

‘they do things in Germany; now we have a erowd

that are telling us how they do things in Russia;
I thought weé were here to decide how we.are going
to do things in Americat’’

. Ludwig Lore asserted that the absence of ¢‘im-
mediate demands”’ was enough to distingunish this
platform from the reformist platforms of the past.

Zimmerman of Indiana was on the same side,
although with # different note: ‘‘When the revolu-
tion comes,”’ he said, ‘‘then we know what kind of

7

%

" vik Govornment at’the time.

methods we are going to use, and we won’t have to
ask any platform,”’ i

But the ever-present’ voice on the side of the
Mensheviks was that of Louis B. Boudin of New,
York. Boudin is a Marxian scholar of gredt erudition;
so great that he was given an honorary chair in the
international university established by the Bolshovik
Government &t - Moscow,; although hg happened to ba’
employing his eruditior "t 41 attack on the Bolshe-

Boudin laughed with.a learned 'scorn at one of
the phrases whick John Reed had embodied in an,
amendment to the platform, Reed said nothing, but/
quietly slipped out of the building and pretty soon
camo.back with a eopy of the Communist “Mantfestos
in which he showed Boudin the identical phrase at
which he. had been laughing, The scholarly brows
wvere bent in, perplexity? !‘It’s a very poor trans-
lation,’’ he said. : ) ’

Bqudin_ bas learned a great deal ahout  Karl
Marx in spite of a busy life, but he has never learned
to control those neural conduits which lead from the
cerebral cortex to the organs of articulation. ‘An idea
N6 sooner pops into his head than it pops out of
his mouth; and this malkes it very difficult to con-
duct a parbiamentary assembly in which he sits, There-
fore it was a practical, as well as a theoretical
triumph, for the majority, when Ben Gitlow, walking
ap to the frout of the hall like a great sombre moun.
tain, gradually unloosed the crackling thunder of
Lis eloguence to the efect that Boudin had de-
liberatly employed his ‘knowledge of Marx to dilute
and destroy the scientifie integrity of this platform,
and Boudin, -erving ¢¢It’s g lie, it’s a damn lie!’’
got up’ and fled like a leaf out of the storm. ’

Reed’s amendment, was.then soon adopted, and
the question whether this should be a communist or
a ‘‘centrist’’ party essentially settled by a vote ef
46 to 22, There was clear sailing for the ¢‘program?’
after that. It was adopted substantially as reported
by the committee. A kind of anticipatory ¢¢St. Louis
Resolution’' on the war with Mexico, was also
adopted. and it was cabled to every organization in
the Communist International. An executive committoe
was elected, composed not of public celebrities who
will meet once ir,: a while, but of members of the
party whe are going to work—all of them ultimately
it i3 hoped, on salary from the party. With these
goods signs of life the: convention closed, B

Iis Program 1s upon the whole a vital, simple and
rea}n?tlc application of the theories of Marx and the
policies of Lepin, to present conditions in,America.
It contrasts with the program of the communist con-
vention in no point of principle, but it applies its

‘principles more specially to existing conditions, it is

written in a more American idio it is itten i
the language of action rather thanm70f histogzlitlfgorl;
it 13 not abstractly didactic in its attitude toward’
organized labor, but 'somewhat humbly instructive
and promising of concrete help. In these respects it
seems to me superior. to ‘the program of the Communigt

Party, although I have not h i
com;ﬁre then? at length. b had tlme o study‘ sad
It would be foolish to pretend that The -
;mxlust Labor Party, any more" than the Commgginslt
arty, is a ‘who!ly satisfactory nueleus for the grouth
of Communism in America, Nothing that happened in
Chicago was satisfactory. But the Communist Labor
Party has a certain atmosphere of readity, a semse
of work to be done, a freedom frem theological dogma,
on the one band and machine politics on the other
which is new in American socialism, and h.o.pe-,
ful.h A_ strong movement of the rank and file of revo-
lutionists to the Communist Labor Party would
weaken, convinee or drive. out its uncertain minority
and at the ‘same time leave the Federations wherd
the attitude of their leaders naturally places them, 11
& seperate or autonomous Slavie Party 1
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‘Adopted by UNANIMOUS vote of the Communist Labor Party
‘Conveantion, '

¢“Be it resolved, that the Communist Labor Party extends a stand
‘ mg mmvitation to the Communist Party to meet, on a basis of equality,

{¢That we hereby instruct cur mational officials and committees
to aceept every such invitatien from the Commumst Party, or from any
other revolutionary workingclass organization.’

YOUR OFFICIALS TO ANSWER.

On September 6th, at the first meeting . of the N. E. C. of the
Communist Labor Party, the following letter was drafted, mimeographed,

answer this communication, but they

¥

SUPPRESS THIS?

distributed to the delegates at tho

of the Communist Party failed to
have snppresqed it. You will
¢Jocuments’’ in ‘their offfcial paper.
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THE N. E.

. k4
To the delegates and members of the

Comrades e

. FINAL COMMUNICATION TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY, ISSUED BY
C. OI‘ THE COMMUNIST LABOR PARTY.,

———e

Chicago, 11,

Sept. 6, 1919,
Communist Party, )

The Communist Labor Party Convention by unammous vote adopted the

following resolution:

.¢“Be it resolved  that the Communist Labor Party extends 2

invitation to the Communist Party to
Conference, and

standmg
meet, on a basis of equality, in Umty

«  ¢‘That we instruct our national officials and committees to aceept every
such invitation from the Communist Party or from any other revolutionary |3

workingclass organization.

The conveation has now, completed its work and has adjourned. Ohedient
to these instructions from the cenvention, the national Executive Committee
of the Communist Labor Party addressecs thlS letter to you,

Comrades, the organization of two

Communist Parties is’ a crime. We have

made every effort pos:ble, short of turning traitor to the membership that sent
us here, to avoid this deplorable °1t11.1t10n But our repeated attempts to unite
all revolutxonary Communist hosts seem to have been thwarded for the time
being by certain elements in yonr comvention.

As far as we can discover there is mo fundamental difference of prineiple

between us. The platform, program and

resolutions that our eonvention adopted

are uncompromxsmgly revolutionary. Thev conform to the Left Wing program
and are in strict dcord with the ])rmclples laid down by the Commumst Inter-

national of Moscow. We are affiliating
:We are confident that “the great
mewmbership agree with us in this. Why

with the Third International. .
majority of your delegates and yor
then should we remain apart?

‘We hereby announce: that we are ready at any time to meet your your

If certain elements in your Par
individuals or groups, who may agree

representatives to consider the question of unity on a basis of equahtv

ty make this 1mp0531b]e, we invite all
with ug in our desire.to unite all the

Communist elements of the United States into ONE Party of Communist So-

cialism, to join forces with us
ALL who agree con the fundame

affiliate 'with the Third International of Moscow,

Commurist Labor Party.

Cpmmdes let us nnite against our common foel

ntals of Comunism, ALL who desire to
are WELCOME :in the

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE C()M\II’TTP‘E COMMUNIST LABOR PARTY

(Signed)

JACK CARNEY

MAX BEDACHT

L. E. XATTERFELD

EDWARD LINDGREN

ALEXANDER BILAN

AW AGENhNthTT Executive Seec.

To date no answer has come from the officials of the Communist Party

T “this“straightforward request for a Unity Conference. Their only proposition

is that we should disband and apply as individuals, for admission to ¢‘their’’

party. They refuse to meet with our

organization on any equal basis. They

assume an attitude of superiority toward the . membexshlp of the Communist
Labor Party, and deny our Comrades the same respect as Communist that
they demand for themselves, The only unity that they consider .is the unmity

offered by the pope of Rome:

¢¢Join MY church, and then there will only be'

oeme church’’. We demand that we meet on an equal basis of Comradeship.

Since the officialdom of the Communist Party has suppressed this unity
offer it is our duty to give it publicity and to carry it direet to the ramk

and file of the Communist Party. Let every

Comrade help with this task,

and show this article to as many members of the Communist Party as posqlble

‘When the membership of the Communist Party finally learns how if.is being
. deceived by.its leaders, it will make short shrift of those that now stand tn

the way of uniting all Communist elements of the United States under ONE
-hanner, and a. Umted Commumst Party will emerge to rally the re\nlutxonary

hosts

o o A
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THE SPLIT PHILOSOPHY

Some of the rfleaders’” of the

adherance to the SPLIT PHILOSOPHY.

spht the ‘‘clearer’’ and stronger you

Communist Party frankly admlt their
This is, briefly, that the more you
hecome,

Hourwiéh of New York for instance explains that in otder to have a

~ group of uneompromising leadérs competent to lead the workingelass: when
“'the final erisis’' comes, you must constantly ‘‘split and split. and split’’. ;You

must keep the-organization small and constantly bring about situations within

the Party that will result in Splits. In
of all ‘‘unclear’’

that way he intends to rid' the Party

elements, reserving, to himself and his group the right to

determine what is ‘‘clear’’ and what 4s *‘unclear?’’, of course.
2

. The communist Labor Party on

the other hand has but little falth in

socalled leaders and places its dependence rather upon .the increasing :con-

- seiousness, of class interest among the

workers. It is not opposed to a split

vpon a fundamental differemce of principle. But it tries to unite ALL that|
ugree on fundamental principles of Communist Socialism into ONE Party

10 become a real and growing

power in the land.”It proposes to develop its

own educational institutions, so that instead of being split off the new
elements that come in may be educated and assimilated, and as neaily as
possible to make its entire membership competent to assume. the responsib:
ilities of leadership when the crisies comes,

0

 COMMITTEE ACTION OR

19

MEMBERSHIP MANDATE.

The Communist Party is Jargely the result’ of Committee action. A
Oommittee in New York, called National Left Wing Council, made a deal

. with ancther Committee in Chicago, . calling itself a National Organization

Committee, and produced a Party of ‘their own, which they still control. Most
of the delegates ot their convention.although purportmg to represent great
masses of membership, were really selected by small eommlttees in. different

cities and federation.

On the other hand, with but half a dozen exceptmns the delegates of
the’ Communist Labor P'xrtv Convention were elected by regular membership
referendums, and represented directly the expressed will of the membership in
the "districts and States from. which they came. The mandate of that member-
ship was to affiliate the Party with the Third International. This implied the
instruction to-transform the Socialist Party into a Party of Communist Soc-
ialism. This they did, and the Communist Labor Party is the/result, -

Today the committees that .organized and still control the Communist
Party act against Unity.. The officials of the Communist Labor Party obey

in principle.

* their membership mandate and offer unity to all Communist elements united

Of whieh poliey do you approve, Comrade?

RESOLUTION OF GERMAN COM-
MUNISTS OF CHICAGO :

A mass convention of former mem-|
bers of the Socialist’ Party who be-
longed to the German Federation, was
beld in Chicago recently. This conven-
tion passed the following resolution:
“‘Be it resolved, by the convention -of,
‘members belenging to the German Fed|
eration, which met in Heidelberg Hall,

Chiéago, on ertember 20th, that the |

affiliated- ' branches ' be instructed to
reeogrize the national committee elect-
ed in New York and shall immediately:

commumcatem with, this committee re-

. latnm to dues stamps purchases and or-
gamzatmn work. (The national com-

inittee referred to is that which voted
41 to 8 to affiliate with the Commun-
ist Labor Party.—Ed.)

. #*Adopting' this resolution however!

. . é
does not mean that this ‘)_ﬁeeting‘ n
any way agrees to .the split in the
communist ranks, but asks all branches,
state organizations, the federation, the
national organization of the Commun-
ist Labor'Pal‘ty, as well as its officérs]
to do all ih théir power to bring about

unity between the two communnt
parties. R 5 o .
““Be it futther resolved, that this

Yesolution, be sent immediately to the
national commlt’t,ee .of the federatwn'
the national committee of the Commun:
ist Labor Party and the national com-
mittee of the Communist Party so-as to
demand - action tending to solve the
unity question. 2

JOs. FALKNER Secfretary,
German Federatlon_v of Chieago.

- Communist Labor Party Bulletin
- UNITY RESOLUTION =

West V|rg|ma Attentmn

Delegate Firth’s Report of Natmnal
Convention, :

Jesse Bird, State Secretary,
Barrackvﬂle W. Va.
Dear Comrade and Commdca of
West Virginia:

As your Delegate to the National
Emergency convention August 30th,

1eport

I presented my credentials to ex-Na-
itonal Seecretary Adolph
was informed by him that the old|R
N. E. C. had decided to contest my seat
on, the technieal ground that I was not
a resident of the State of West V.
ginia. Under an iron clad consirue-
tion of the ‘Constitution- this was
probably correct but I -went before
the Contest’ Committee and told the
members that I was not a legal resi-
dent of Tlinois yet and would not be
until I had resided here a year, that
the financial condition - of - the So-
cialist party in W. Va. would not per-
mit the sending of two delegates, that
T had -heen State Secretary of your
state for three vears, that I had just
Jeft the state a few months before
and that the membership was anxious
that I represent them. All to no avail;
T was refused a seat. Everybody kne:
that in’ @ normal year .no question
would bave ‘been raised .in conneetion
with my ecredentials. I was too Left
this year. However, the Left Delegates
natheled in the convertion hall for
the purpose of demanding our seats
at the hands of the convention. While
scated there Adolph Germer approached
and said ‘I ask vou in a comradely
way to leave the hall.”’. We claimey
our right to be judged by the conven-
tion. He then said ‘‘If you do ne
leave at omce I will have the police
put you out‘‘, “We said ‘‘Then” ihe
will have 1t to do.”’ He.then gave the
order and 'the police, six or eight
in number, drove out the Left Dele-
gates. The police remained in force
in the Moderate Socialist - convention
during the entire proceedings. Th
berame so * obnoxious to- the Labor
union that cwns the uall that they
forwarded a formal request from the
Executive Comniittee to Adolph Germer
demanding that hLe and the Socialist
eonventon no longer disgrace the labor
movement by, bemg responsible  for
having the pblice powers .,of the ca-
1'('1]1% state in control of a socalled
labor convention. 'Lle police were not
removed. X :

The - National Execeutive Commitee?

that was elected in the recent re-
ferendum that was thrown ont by the
fermer N, E. C. then called a cauncus
¢f the Left Delegatas on the firsy floor
of the conveution building. A genecral
discussion of *he instructions received
by the various delegates from their
oonstltuentq then toak place.

The majority had instructions to try
in' every way possible to rescue the
Socialist party from the 1cﬁet10ndue=;
failing in this ‘they “were “to organize
for revoluuonarv Communsm. I had no
definite
ginia but I know the membership
that state and I was positive that the
great ma]orlty were ready for a radical
hange in the policy and tacties of the
American movement and were for
casting the- die for ‘going forward
shoulder 'to shoulter with the Bolshe-
viks of Russia and the Spartacists of
Germany as against further temporiz-|.
ing” with the putrid corpse of parlia-|
Hishtayism and Moderate Socialism. I
therefore entered wholeheartedly into
the organization of 4 foree to repre-
sent honestly and scientifically the
proletariat of the -world and carry out
the program of revolationary Commun-
ism such as you and ths other 110,000
members of the Soeialist Party voted for
eleven to one in a referendum that
was also thrownein the waste basket
by the. former N. E, C, namely, the
referendum for affiliation with the
Third or -Communistic Internations
Comrade Snider approved my course
and made application for admission to
the Left 'convention. He was’ seated
bu’c, as he stated, for the purpose of
heéing able to’ report the proceedings
of the old party convention, he would
remain. in the old econvention. I doubt-
ed the wisdom of this, but he ecan
make his own explanation.

The o:gamzatlon of an mstrument
to give expression ‘to the aims and
purposes of the American proletariat
in the- international crisis” now con.
fronting us all was next in order. The
membérship had unmistakably register-
¢d ts desire to affiliate with the Thir
Internatonal and adopt the prmmples
of the struggling Communists of Russia
and Central Europe. The Commiinist
party- of - America was scheduled to
meet and organize Monday September
1st; 'The ﬁrst work for us to do was
to cleatr the ground for a meeting of
inds - of  the delegates of the re-
volutionary elements in Chicago as
represented in the two Communist con-
ventions, Jn this we failed. Each side
invited the other to participate in thei
deliberations, The C. L. P. invited the
Gelegates to partolpate on a hasis. of
equahtv, delegate " f#t delegate; and
'we ogreed to go. to their convention
on this basig. The C.' P. agreed to ad-
mit us as fraternal de]egates or visi-
tors until the Communist convention
decided 'as to who represeuted Com-
munist organizations. These were to
be seated with voice and vote.

the delegates in the C. L. P. conven-
'tion, permanent organization was per-
fected and the matter squarely put be-

the C. L. P.
new N, E. C. to issue a standing in-

to meet to adjust the insignificant
differences that now divide the Com-
munist elements in  America. I ,am
confident this wiil be done.

I would suggest that just as soon as
all members get a copy, of the program
and pl‘itfmm of the Communist Labor
Party that you immediately hold, :
referenrlum for the purpose of deter-
minig whether you shall unite with the
revolutionary Communist movement, or
whether you shall eontinue to- stay
with . the reactionary elements who
have prostituted the, Ametican Socialist,
party to the . purposes .of parliamen-

tarian Socialism and stubbornly refused
to allow you .to align yourselves with

1919, T ‘wish to maI\e tae fo]lowmg racy’

Germer and|than Brest Litovsk.

instructions from West Vir-

This
was not acceptable to the majority of

fore the rank amd file. In closing this
part of the report I wish to say,that
convention instructad the

witation to the officials of the C. P.

ILLINOIS COMMUNIST LABOR
PARTYY CALLS STATE
CONVENTION:

The outstanding fact of this, the
most momentous _period in the world’s
history, is that Capitalism is tottering

‘1to its ruin. The Great War, heralded

throughcut '.the Allied nations  as
“‘the war against war’’ to ‘‘establish
self- determmatlon of all nations’’ and
to "make the world safe for democ-
has inaugurated the era of
Capitalist Imperlahsm The Peace of
Vearsailles has proven more ruthless
Labor’s Bill oy

Rights, written into the Peace Threaty
by Samuel Gompers is but -another
chain binding the wage slave to the
master class. And now we ‘behold the
Capitalist World in chaos.

Qut of this chaotic condition eamc
the challenge of the Third #Interna-
t1ional held in Moscow last March, Here
was a call to action,” based upon the
wisdom gleaned from the ‘Russian Re-
volution. This Call was sent to the So-
cinlist Parties of the world urging that
all revolutionary organizations affiliate
with the Third »Internatwnal

The official Socialist Party of the
United States has failed utterly to
measure up to its historic task. On

vital interests’ of the working class
it has shown itself weak, vaelllatmv
and reactionary. The despicable acts
of the old Executive Committee and
the proceedings of the recent, National
Emergeney Convenhon have laid bare
the miserable ’ compromising - spirit
which animated those in control of the
Party’s .destiny. 'The Socialist Party
has broken faith with thé  workers.
At the Emergency convention it re-
pudiated  the Third Internatmnul by
a vote of 61 to 53.° =

In a communlqatxon dated erf #9th
State Secretary Oliver .C., Wilson .de-
clares that no Ical;or Branch may
take under consideration those matters’
of controversy .within- . the Soecialist
Party, thereby: making = himgelf the
cengor” of What the membershlp shall
or shadl not aet upon. It ‘was just such
usurped . power. -as this by the old
National ~ Executive-™Committee tLat
tore the Socialist Party asunder at the
recent National Emergency Con\en
tion. e A

longer remain in the’ Socialist Party.
Thousands of class conscious comraaes
have already left the Party, and, re-
cognizing the need of a . party of re-
volutionary Socialism have Jomed the
Communist Labor Party whith was
born - in . Chicago Augist, 31st, 1019,

In response to_the ‘di mand trom com-
'rades all over the®stste this Call goes
torth for the organization of the Com-
munist Labor Party of Illinois. A state
convention will be held in Rock Island
Sunday Oct. 12th at Workmens Hall,
712 Bighth St. The convention will be
called to order ‘at 9:30 A, M. and all
‘husiness -logically’ coming before such
a convention: shall be
as drafting a stateW6nstitut
tion of state executive eommlttee, state
secretary; and suoh other " committees
and officials 'as” the' ‘onvéntion may

decide. The 'basis of “delegate répre-
sentation . . shall - bel.:as - follows:
where  a countw organization
etists it shall have' one delegats

for every fifty  members or major
fraetion .thereof. In districts where there
is no county orgamization every organ-

ized group of fen or more members
whe subseribe’ to: the Principles, Pro-
gram, and Platform’ of the Communist
Labor Party shall be entltled to one
delegate. )

Comrades: we urge all branehes and
locals of the Socialist' Party to eon:
sider fully the failure of the Socialist
{ Party: to’ measure up to its historie
task and responsibilities, Secretaries
are urged to immediately call a meet-
ing of their- membershlp and if they
bubscrlbe to« the Principles; Program,
and Platform above set forth, to-seleet
delegates . to the -state c‘onvention of
the Communist:Laber -Party of Illinois.
Send the name and address. of your
delegates, -together .\with the number
of members: .represented, to -Edgar
Owens, 433—16th Ave., Moline, Illinois,
at the earliest possible moment. This
is absolutely necessary in ordei that
proper arrangements: may be made.

Comrades! A splendind opportunity
awaits us. The steel workers strike;
the impending clagh’ between the work-
ers: and owners of the  railways; the
proposed general strike:. of miners—

ficance. Illinois is’ so' conditioned in-
dustrially that the deecisive battle will
take place here. Let us mot prove
delinquent.; Let us, ,measure up to our
historic task. '
Fraternally vours,
SAMUEL HANKIN,
Secretary Cook County (P.T.)
EDGAR OWENS,
Seeretal'y Down State ‘P R.)

SOCIALISTS
By J. B. Guimes
~Our room is perfect with so many
books,
And musie, and the pamtmn*s on the

wall,
My fidd]e, and ‘the piﬁno",_a;nd your
song.
The night si ‘fragrant. and the moon
is out

the parks;

And while you lean your head against
my breast,

And hfe is more than living, and our
love

So warm and holy, one black thought
has come -

To mock our freedom and our hop-
piness:

Gone Debs, our /fnend,

our leader,
Stall in, jail! :

the struggling ~proletariat of Russia
and Europe and mannevered things so
as to. put you in:the taecit position
of kicking the Bolsheviks in:the face.
In buildingr the Socialist party of
Amerca under the domnation of those
who have brought about the present
state of -affairs I am positive that
you ‘are .building a  similer Keren-
sky-Scheidemann regime - in° America
tkat ‘will one day prove as dis-
astrous sto proletarian trmmph in the
|day of ‘trial here as it did in* Europe
and Russian,
Fraternally submitted, :
foin 8 s FD\VIN FIRTII

13207

‘well

TTonest and ‘sincere ‘socialists can nol

#ransacted suo]y

these are of far-reaching political signi-

'I‘o guide ths' steps of lovers througn

A TELEGRAM FROM OREGON,
Alfred Wagenknecht,

Ciark Ave,, Cleveland.
OREGON. AFFILTATER. FORWARD
STATE CHARTER, ﬁ'l‘A’\IPD AND
SUPPLIES. REMITTANCE FOLLOWS
BY MAIL. EXECUTLVE COMMIT-
TEE, WARREN, SAULIT, LAUNDY,
MILLER, CUSACT—Secretary.

WASHINGTON AFFILIATES

At a meeting of the state executive
committee of Washington, the fellow-
ing motioin wus ecarried: ‘‘That we
concur in the report of our delegates,
approving their action, and endorse
the Communist Labor I’arty of the
United Stutes; and we instruct our
state secretary to- transact all naces-
sary business with ‘the national cffice|T
of the Communist Labor Party until
sanetioned or rejected by the rank and
file of state.’’

THE RHODE ISLAND CONVENTION
At a special convention held.
Rhode  Island, the comrades voted
81 to 13 to affiliate with the Commun-
ist Labor Party, after hearing a report
from Coldwell and Reid, the Rhode
Island dclegates to the national con-

veution. j

A representatlve of the reactionary
Socialist Party was present, and =z
motion made, by this’ advice, to post-
pone affiliation for six months, was
vited down. overwhelmingly.
Jas. P. Reid was elected temporary

|state secretary.
almost everv issue which concerns thes :

KANSAS AND MISSOURI HOLD
CONVENTIONS

Communist Labor Party convention
held in Kansas City, Kans., and Kan-
sas City, Mo., on September 2lst.

The Kansas convention was attended
by delegates  from all really alive
locals in the state and the onlv alive
locals' in the 'state are the left wing
loeals, Ernest F. McNutt was elected
state secretary for Kansas. It is estim-
ated that three fourths of the Kansas
membership will affiliate with the C. L.
P. The "Missouri convention was also
well attended. A majority eof the
attended. A majontv of the
Missour membershlp is left wing, and
pow that the split is definite, hig in-
roads have heen made into the £t.
Louis organization by. the C. L. I
J. P. Cannon has.been elected state
sceretary for Missouri, and he w!
also det ag distriet organizer-seeretary
for -the states.of -Nebraska, Kansas
and MlSSOul‘l

BEDACHT DEBATES FERGUSON.

Max Bedacht, national exeeutive
commitieeman of the Communist Labor
Party and. I. BE. Ferguson, national
nxeecutive committeeman of the Com-
munist Party met each other in debate
in St. Louis, Mo., on September 26th.
Bedacht followed the tacties of the
C. L. P, namely argued the question
of unltv from an nnpersonal and fair
Q’camdpomd; claiming that there should
be unity between' the two parties be-
cause .they are alike in prineiple and
that personal differences between lead:
ers should not longer seperate them.
Fergusen launched an attack upon
the comrades prominent in the Com-
munist Labor Party, called the dele:
L..P. convention mis-
) - ARA A seems 5 he
tho method of those in high offices in

{the Communist Party;‘did everything

he .could to engender further division
by uncalled for Dbitterness.
in ‘a clear manner, stated the history,
of the two parties before the conven-
tions, cited the decision of the Left
Wing National Conference, and proved

that! decision 'while Fraina, Ferguson
and’others wviolated: it.

The vresult of the. debate was a
compleie victory for Bedacht and Com-
munist Labor Party The Left Wing
section of St. Louis voted to affiliate
with the 'C. L. P.

CHICAGO C .IL. P CONVENTION

Orgamzatlon work ~_is progressing
splendidly in Chicago. Edwin Firth has
been selected” as organizer for Chica-
go by the national oftice, and Arthar
Proctor, 204 North Clark street, is the
new Cook County Secretary.

took place Sunday, Sept. 28. A good
attendance was had. Chas. Baker o
Ohio was_ on hand as special organ-
lzer
1llinois state convention. The work in

of organizing the State machinery o
the C. L. P. is about finished.

YOUNGSTOWN UNITY RESOLU-
TIONS. :

to the Communist Party and represen-
‘tatives from branches (English and
others) who are affiliated with the
Communist Labor Party, passed the
following resolution: That the C. C. C.
of Youngstown protests: against the

that the Communist  Labor :‘Party and
to unite.

(Signed) WALLACE METCALF
Se(, ¥.

NEW YORK NEWS
have local organization of over 2,000.
ty elements here are already

shall control the = cqntrollers.
active * revolutionary
joined the C. L. P.
Russina  Federation
Kings, by a vote of 27 to 13, voted t
withdraw from the Russian Federation.

elements

other Russian branches in

regards the 8. P,
lifeless,
without a rank and file.
bright for the C. L.
Zuker, '

The future i

17 bR

Party adherant';, that Alexander Bilan
Cleveland and H. 8. Warren of Oregon
have joined and are organizing for the
Communist Party, is witheus founda-
tien. Both of them have joined and are
actively. working ' for the Communist
Labor Party.

We want to warn  all comrades
aggainst extravagant st tatements made
by enthusiasts for the C. P. Speakers|s
and organizers for the & L. P. stand

“tack  and,

instructed not to employ personal at-
mvectxves in their fieold

Bedacht,,

that the C, L. P. delegates lived up to’

The preliminary orgamzatlon meeting

Delegates were elected to tha

Chicago and Illinois will go forward
with added impetus, now that the work

The City Central Committée, a dele-
gate body composed of representatives
from language branches who belong

split in the left wing ranks and 1urge

the Communist~Party -find some way

By January l1st we are sure toj|.

As was excpected the Communist Par-
fight-
ing it out among themselves as to who
All the

have

branch 4, of

and- this branch, together with four tionary factions,
New York
have decided, at a réeent joint meet-
ing, to afflhate with the C. L. P. As
it is practically
an organization of ‘‘leaders’’

Morris

(Continued from last week)

‘We walked down the hall with
Dehs, and he assured us that he had
had three good meals, and, ‘that
evervthmo was all right,”’ h]S usual
expression in cases of extreme ad-
versity. The Warden made it plain to
us that he did mot wish our visit to
he of length., We tarried a moment
while Debs said that he had received
a number of telegrams from his Com-
rades in all parts of the country.

All Aay Monday two Negro convicts
were at work in Debs’ little room,
serubbing the floors, washing the
windcws and fumigating it so as to
nut it in order to receive the most
celebrated prisoner this country has
ever known.

As we passed the door of the room
that Debs will eccupy during his stay,
Deks Jooked in at the Nealo convu,*s
at work.

“The Warden won’t let me help
vou,”’ said ’Gene, ‘‘but I shaa’t for-
~'et vour kind favors.”

“Das all right, Mr. Debs,’’ replied
the shorter of the two Newroeq, we
mighta had a worse job dan dis.’”’

The Moundsville prison had just re-
covered from an epidemic of Spanish
influenza. One hundred conviets were
ill and tkere were two deaths. The
Warden seemed particularly concerned
abouth ’Gene’s health, and admomshed
him to take it easy and rest.

‘‘Remember thst T am responsible
for your health, Debs’’, said the
Warden, ‘‘and I want .you to leave
here in as good shape as you came.’

‘1 will leave here in better shape
than whén I arvived,’’ said Debs.
smiled and joked a little and told ns
that Le had been  treated “e\'-
cellently.??

Debs would say the same thing were
he hound to the stake and’ bmned He
would kiss the hand of the.man who
woiuld light the pyvre under his “feet.

Just befoxc we entered the prison
we met three méssenger hoyr, and
all of them owned they had just de-
livered messages for Debs. The War-
Gen insisted that Engdah],
knecht and myself take dinner with
him. We did so. The Warden was in-
terested . to learn something of Deb's
history,

Warden Terrell told us that 25 ye’ns
ago he was a telegraph operater on
the B. & O. railrond when  Debs wes
organizing the railroad men in the|®
Armerican Railway Unien. ‘‘I remem-
Ler when Debs went to prison at that
rime,”’ he. said. The Warden admitted
that Le had never scen Dehs before,
but added: ‘‘He has a wonderful mind,
a fine brain and bublles over with
kindness.”’ ’ ’ :

As we talked with the Lkeeper of
the great liberator in his private apart-
merts on- the top floor of the prison
overlooking the Chio .valley and the
river that flews at its feet, Terreli's
iiitle girl romped and played on thels
floor. )

The name of Debs was mentioned
frequentlv and finally'the little -brown-
eved e bapye lnoked-snpainher=fatherds:
cyves and asked:

“Daddy, who is' Debs??’

The Warden blushed. ‘‘Ask thesn
gentlemen heré, my dear Thev seem
to knew hetter than It’’ :

The little girl, her name was Bar-
balee 1 !hg'lk ran over to me and
climbed up and my lap. I had just been
'nlaying ‘¢Patty-cake, patty-caky ba-
ker’s man’’, with her. )

““Who is Debs?’’ lisped Barbalee.

“*Debs is a good man, kind man,?’
T told her, ‘‘who loves all little bovs
and girls. And all little boys and girls
love him, teo. If he were up here now
he Would get right down on the floor
there and play with you.’’ The little
girl danced off my lap, and ran over
fo the Warden olappmg her hands
with glee.

¢ “QOh, Daddy, Mr, Debs is a kind
1nan’ who loves little children and ‘he
plays with them; too; do you thing
he will ever come upstairs and play
with me?’’ There was anxious hope
in the sweet voice of the Warden's
daughter as she put her question,

The Warden was nonplussed. He did
not know how to answer this innocent
question of his little girl whose imag-
ination had been gripped hy the sim-
ple desnnptmn ‘I had given her of
Debs.

¢“No, my dear,”’ replied the War-
den, “‘I don’t think Mr. Debs will
ever have time to come up and play
with' you, but you shall see him some
day.”’ Barbalee ran back to me as
though I sould rescue her possible
playmate.

Debs Goes To Prison

# | By DAVID KAR.S‘TER
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Wagen- |:

trade. 1

He, is. spendi

“‘Some day,’’ T told her, ‘‘some day,
Barbalee,,when you have grown to be
a big girl you will be nlad and proud
that you lived in' the same house with
"Gene Debs. Lots of his friends would:
wish they might say they had lived im
the @same house with Debs.”” She
looked at me wonderingly. Her big,
brown eyes weré sad and I felt that
I had given Barbalee just a little
pain.

““I don’t know what vou gentlemen:

may think’’ said the’ Warden at one-

point, ‘‘but I want you all to know-
that T have had no instruction from-
any one—none from the Governor nor

from Washington — to show Debs

any . special favors or consideration.

What I am doing is purely my own

affair,”’

The Warden seemed to want to im-

press us with that view of the matter.

‘We all had hazarded the guess that im.

the case of Debs unusual counsideration

would be the policy, and that this con-

sideration very likely came from high '
suthority. The Warden denied it. The

reader may judge for himself. "The

faci-is, however,, that ’Gene Débs” was.

being shown every consideration. Hig .
breakfast and his dinner had been

brought to him Monday morning and

he ate them. in his cell. The Warden

said he wanted to save Debs the first

humiliation of walking in the lockstep

to and from the mess hall. Debs would

have felt no humiliation in that re-

gard. e felt a little bit peeved that.

all the other 895 conviets were nct re-

’|ceiving the same treatment.

While we were all talking in Debs” ~
roort the Warden spoke about ’Gene’s
new job as hospital attendanti- -

“T am gomw to. do whatever yow
thing is best,’’ said Debs. ‘I want to
earn my board here, at any rate,’’ he
added. "and the tall classic frame of
the great Socialist humanist bent
almost double with silvery laughter,

The book that Debs had -been rea-
ding was John Reed’s *‘Ten Days That
Shook the World."” I ‘had presented
Debs with my own copy of that book.

“¢If vou ever need a painter,’’ saidl
Debs, ‘‘call on me. That was my firstz
mayv be a little” slow at it
now, but T can learn it in a jiffy.’”
The Warden smiled and said: ““Good,.
I wmany call on vou for that some day,.
Debs, but, in the meanwhile, you take-
good care of your health: I want yous
to leave here as well as When yous
came,’”’

Tucsday qfternoon we ]ourneved to
Moundsville, taking the Warden at his.
word that we would he permitted te-
~ée Deébs whénever we came. The
Warden seemed stiffer than usual. We
asked for pictuyes of the prison,
which were given to us. The Wardén’s
manner indicated that he would re-
fuse to let ws agein see Debs, so we:
did ' not press the matter. He merely:
said: “‘The ‘matter is a closed book
now, gentlemen,’’ evidently meaning-
that Debs was Conviet No. 2253. Debs.
is the quiest prisoner at Moundsvills.
end: rgsdennnings his.
work under the ‘direction of the’ prrﬁ’ﬁ%'
physiciap, and in a little while he-
will haweé full | eharge of ‘all the ho--
spital records, Debs has atked “War-
den Terrell that he be permitted tode--
some manual labor.

Before we left the \Warden p(,rmltted
us t0 leave with Dehs a bhox. of wi-
gars, a chke of chocolate and a bag
of apples and oranges. In the corridor -
we ‘passed several conviels. painting
the banistets. Debs patted each on the-
hack. It was a spontaneous authurst
of affection which he "conld not re-
frain from. The Warder. smiled.

In spite of this kindness, in spite of”
this manifestation of official conside-
ration for Our ’Gene. let the workers:.
not relax ome iota in their efforts tos
get Debs out of prison. He is a pri-
soner hohind bars. He cannot come-
aut of jail for 10 years, unless the-
organized power of the working eclass«
forcess the capitalist class to swing
the lever of that autematie turntabls -
through which Debs passed Sunday-
mght Avpril 13, 1919,

Debs knows tlns as much as any.
It is liberty that Debs warts, and 1w
securing ' liberty for himself he de-
wmands it for every breathing bheing. .
As I write this T am reminded of "
Debs’ cla,ssw statement, printed and:
stated 'so’ many huudreds of timcs,h
Shall we write it again?

C“WHILE THFRE 1S A LOWER
CLASS I AM 1IN IT. WHILE~THERE.
IS A CRIMINAIL CLASS I AM OF"
1T. WHILE THERFE, I8 A SOUL IN
PRISON I AM NOT FREE.”’

work. The C. L. P. will continuc the
|policy of demanding vaity and refuses
to contribute even one epithet which
would make for further enstrangement
and bitter feeling. Just why the Com-
munist Party officials persist in their
tactics of personal abuse, is a mystery,
for in;the end they will dlqgust their
own memberslup

Beatrice M. Sedgewick, state secre-
tary of Delaware, has placed her fire
order for dues stamps.

CLEVELAND GERMAN BRANCH
DEMANDS UNITY.

"A resolution pased by the German
Branch, Cleveland, reads in part as
follows: ‘We pledge ourselves and
urge all members of the Communist
Party to refrain from any and every
tactic that may create emnity between
the workers and to do cur utmost 1
bring about unity between all revolu-
especially between
the Communist Party and the Com-
munist Labor Party.’’

The part of this resclution which
reads ‘‘we urge the Communist Party
ti refrain from: any and every tactic
that may create emnity’’ is well direct-
ed. Tacties which are being ‘pursued
by the Communist Patty at present
are not such as will lead to a unity

The rumor, eirculated by Communist |between all revolutionary factlons in

this country

13,500 STAMPS ORDERED

The machinery of the Communist
Labor Party, only a month .old, is
jast. beginning to move  yet aiready
1.5()00 stamps have heen ordered. Only
two western states have so -far been
a{)phed Due to the distance of these

tdates from the national office, orders
for stamps and supplies will be re-
ceived a week o~ so later than those
received from loeals and states im the

eust and middle west By the First ofy
November the national office hopes to
report 30,000 dues stamps ordeved, us

well as an affiliated membership .
cqualling that number. :
—o0
LOOAL CUYAHOGA COUNTY JOINS ¥
C. P.

A delegate convention of Local Cuya.-
hoga Counfy was held Sept., 28th. By
a large majority, the delegates, o8t -
of them from federation branches,. de-
cided to join the C. P. Action of many -
of -the delegates was predetermined by
the wish not to split the local move»v
ment and so they voted: for-the C.
together with the federation delegates
who controlled the convention.

The German branch which bhad 40 -
delegates, handed in a resolution for -
unity between the C. P. and C. L. P.
most of the Hungarian branch dele- -
gates refused to vote, the Finnish and
Jewish branch delegates decided to -
stay with the Socialist Party.

A feature of the conventlon was a
resolution introduced by Ruthenberg
which calls: for a sthte convention to -
decide upon the disposition' of - the -
state office and its property. Just why
such a resolution was proposed, con-.
sidering the! fact that Loecal Cuyahoga
(‘ounty has not contributed to’ the up-
building of the Ohio:Secialist or any
the many other state activities, is hard -

‘|to understand.

On Oct. 2 the preliminary organiza-
tion meeting of the Communist Labor

Most of the: active English speaking -
party. members, comrades ' who huve
given years to the movement in Cleve-
land, were present. Organization work: :
for the C.;L. P, in Cleveland was
planned and it is expected' that tHe
C. L. P. local of Cleveland will soon.
become a: strong revolutlonary factorf

in ' Ohio’s largest CltV.

Party :of Cuyahoga County took place. -~
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