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SPUTNIK AND SOCIALISM 
The Soviet Union was the :£irst 

nation to launch a man-made sat­
ellite, the Sputnik. It is the worold's 

gauge of social value is weaHh. 
The success of an individual, his 
social worth •is measured in terms · 
of money, his wealth holdings. 
Education, knowledge and science 
is seconda·ry, utili·zed onl'Y as a 
means to that goal. Science is a 
tool of industry for wealth accu­
mulation and scientists are its 
wage-workers, exploited like the 
rest of the wa·ge-workers fur prof­
it. Teachers, educators and scien­
tists are rel,atively unde!'lpaid and 
carry no other respect except their 
usefulness to capital in its profit 
ventures. There is no incentive to 
those engaged in these professions 
and hence their shortage is pro-

(Continued on page 2) 

MIDEAST COLD WAR TENSION 
The tension created by ~he re­

cent Turkish .Syrian border dispute 
is threatening to transform the· 
cO'ld war between the United States 
and the Soviet U ni:on into a "hot" 
one. It might lbe asked!: why is 
America so concerned over, and in­
volved in the Mideast (a section of 
the world many thousands of miles 
away from the U.S.)? The answer 
is obvious: her commercial and im­
peri-al interests dictate that she· be 
so invO'lved. 

First of all, American billion­
aires have much in!Ves1ed in the 
Ara!b countries, in pr:ofitable oil 
wells, refineries, instaHaUons, etc. 
Furthermore, 'the Mideast is a po­
tential source of more raw mate-

rials, and a<lso human material to 
exploit: cheap, native, Arabian la· 
bor. i. 

Secondly, the Wall Street domi· 
nated American government is at­
tempting to rtransform all ,the 
Arabian countries, 1a•s has already 
been done with one of them, Tur­
key, into an armed "bulw~rk 
against ·communism," that is, aim­
ed against the Soviet Union .. 

· No. 1 topic. By some it is compared 
in importance to the first' efforts 
in aviat,ion. It may be even more 
than that, the initial stage in the 
fulfillment of man's imaginings of 
inter-space travel with all its: con­
sequences. But as we stand in won­
derment there are mixed feelings. 
Some stand in joy 'and respect; 
others in awe and fTustration. The 
entire capitalist wor:ld is gripped 
by the latter. It is an especially 
severe jolt to U.S. Capitalism 
which up to now has been priding 
itself in being the first in every­
thing, the richest and most tech­
nically advanced nation; the first 
to dev·elo!p the atom /bomb, pre­
sumably the posessor of the great­
est arra'Y of scientists and scientific 
knOWJledge in the worid. 

HOME SCENE 

Tuvkey is a member of Wall 
Street's "alliances," the NATO and 
the Baghdad Pact, and the Turkish 
army of ·500,000 soldiers is the 
largest and ibest. armed (with 
American weapons) of all the Arab 
nations. This huge, armed fOTce of 
Turkey •is sti!l1 being subsidized 
with U. S. appropriations, dollars 
wrung from the American taXiJ)ay­
ers. The Turkish government couid 
not •a:Uord to support such a l:arge 
armed force alone. lt is a fact that 
American dollars keep it from col .. 
laipsing. Such support is a "gift" 
from the U.S. ·to its "good friend," 
Turkey; with the "string" attach­
ed, of course: the latter must be 
obedient to the former. 

And now along comes Sputnik 
with a scientific challenge and up­
set. Questions are raised every­
where and speculations are many. 
Critics of the Administration are 
charging underestimation and 
dereliction. A1Iready steps are be­
ing taken to speed up the space 
research and missile p:r~ogram in an 
effort to catch up with the Soviet 
Union. 

The questions natura!lly are how 
come the So!Viet Union was the 
first in ,the field.? What is the 
cause? Also what are the implica­
tions or effects? 

But while the capitalist ques­
tioners and critics ·are busy ~pecu­
lating over probable reasons, the 
Httle man-made moon is circling 
around the earth man'Y times send­
ing out messages. It is a fait ac­
compli. No 1anguage could have 
been more firm and emphatic as 
to the Soviet ,ac'hievement. It de­
notes a high state of technological 
development; alSo an 'advanced 
state of science. These are neces-

. · iary to each other, one imposisble 
without the other. Theory and 
practice are so integrated. 

This .progress, •both in technol­
ogy and science, has been made 
possible and accelerated by the so­
cial climate or environment which 
establishes and emphasizes new so­
cial values. 

Socialist society. gives rise and 
nourishes vaLues entirel'Y distinct 
and opposite to those under capi­
talism .. In the •latter societ.y~ capi­
talist - the material base, the 

Smoldering Little Rock 
In May, 1954, the U.S. Supreme 

Court nuled a•gainst racial segrega­
tion in public sehools. A ye·ar later, 
in May, 1955, the high court or­
dered the integration of public 
schools to proceed wHh "al•l de­

_Hberate speed." By that 'latter or-
der it. explained that a reasonable 
start be made and additional time 
to ·comply would be granted, if 
need be. 

Since then, some progress has 
been reported in a few communi­
ties in the border states. The iso­
lated "successes"' halVe been play­
ed up in the· 1press, out of al!l pro­
portion to general compliance to 
the Court ruling. The fact of the 
matter ·is, that the Deep South, 
such as Georgia, South Carolina 
and others, haven't made any 
a1·tempt towards illltegration. Iri 
!&let, the politicail 'leaders in those 
states are defying the law of the 
land. These have been issued a 
"Dixiecrat Manifesto," encourag­
ing a fur:m of insurrection. 

A dramatic climax to public 
school integration, erupted in Lit­
tle Rock, Mkansas, a border state, 

· with the openin1g of the fall ses­
sion. Here, nine Negro students 
were to lbe admitted to a former 
a!H-whi.te high ~hool. The com­
motion attending the attempted 
integration of just nine Negro stu­
dents to rtha't high school, has been 
heard around the world. Gov. Fau­
ibus of Arkansas, first used troops 
to forestall the admittance of the 
Negro students. Then Pres. Eis·en­
hower 'had to use federal troops to 
back up the· Supreme Court de-

cision. That's where the situation 
rests at the moment. 

The clashing interests and ac­
tions by state and fedel'la!l author­
ities has 'been pictured by the daily 
press as a "·constitu1ional crisis." · 
Such a critique of the issue is a 
legal. smokescreen . !Jlor the inner 
clash of interests of >the capitalis,t 
class. The Southern capitalists fa­
vor segregation for selfish reasons. 
The Administration in Washing­
ton, that represents the capitalist 
class as a whole, now favors de­
segregation, a!lso for selifish pur­
poses. What are those clashing 
material interests? 

In brief, Southern 'Capitalists fa­
vor segregation of rthe race~ be­
cause in ·the Negroes they have a 
[arge supply of 'Cheap la:bor to do 
the heavy and dirty work; as well 
as keeping the working class di­
vided, hence lower wage scales. 
So, the honorable, respectable 
Southern capitalists and their hire­
lings, 'the politicians, inflame racia~ 
prejudices, fur their material, self­
ish purposes. They control the 
schools, press, radio and all aven­
nues of communication and propa­
ganda to mould pub'li:c opinion, 
promote mob violence. The imme­
diate material interests of South­
ern capitalists •lie in preserving tbe 
racial pattern of segregation. 

The coldective interests of the 
capitalist class, as represented in 
Washington, c·alls for an end to 
segregatfion, •becaus·e of selfish in­
ternational interests. The turmoil 
and violence in Little Rock has 
burt American imperialism abroad, 

(Continued on page 2) 

And so, .we get 1he recent news, 
the movement olf Turkish soldiers 
along the ·bol'lder of Syria,· and 
Syria protes-Hng to the United Na­
tions ,that Turkey is preparing fo~ 
an immediate attack on her. 

The Soviet Union has also warn• 
ed the U.S. ·and Tul'!key to keep 
their hands off Syria, as we gather 
from a recent speech by its f~re­
most •leader, Ni:kita KrushchetV,. re­
ported in the press generally, to 
wit: · 

"There are furces, in the world 
that have not given up the idea of 
war in the Middle East. But Tur· 
key and the U.S. should reflect thatt 
war, once started, can spread. and 
once .guns begin to boom and rock· 
ets begin to fly then it will be too 
late ...• When we •let o:ftf oor inter• 
continental balJistic missile, people 
said ,that it was a psychological 
triok and that we were out to 
create an ·impression. They did not 
believe us. But we oo not 'QO' in for 
bluffing. We are a serious peop'le. 
• • • If war breaks out, Twkey 
would rtot last one day." 

Such a warning from a :powerful 
nation .like the Soviet Union (who 
had recently launched its "Sput­
nik," an outer-space earth satel!lite} 
should halVe !been suffd:cient. But it 
did not deter America's "brink of 

(Continued on page 2) 
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MIDEAST COLD WAR TENSION 
(Continued from Page 1) 

war" specialist, Secretary of State 
Dulles, from retorting with the ad­
monition: 

"Ifthere's an attack on Turkey 
by the Soviet Union, it w.ould not 
mef.n a purely defep:sive opE~ration 
by the United States with Russia-. 
as a privileged sanctuary." (Chica­
go Sun-Times, Oct. 17) 

What Dulles implied is that the 
United States in "defense" of Tur­
~ey wquld not hesitate to 1launch a 
retaliatory American attack on 
Russian territory. This is in line 
with his "massive retaliation pol­
i~y." However that's making rather 
free use. of the American soldiers, 
and ignoring the American mas~es, 
hoth of whom were not even con.­
aulted in the matter, but who 
would have the "privilege" of be­
ing sacrificed in the event of a 

world conflict, in carrying out Dul­
les' (WaH Street's) policy. 

The Arab nations of the Mideast, 
particurlady Syria and Egypt, are 
struggling against· American tm­
perialism. Years ago they were 
dominated by Turkey underthe so­
called Qt,toman Empire, which 
they hated and rebelled against 
dturing the first world war (1914-
18) when Tunkey was a1lied with 
the German Empire. Now Turkey 
is an ally of the American Empire, 
and is just as heartily hated. It was 
natural for Syria and Egypt to join 
forces as they have done recently 
~and also to welcome the aid of 
the Soviet Union. 

In view of all this the situation 
of the Mideast is as e:x>plosive as 
ever, with tension mounting in­
stead of decreasing, and anything 
can happen. 

Al Wysocki 

THUMBNAILS 
PLAIN SENSE: Looks Hike old 

Konrad Adenauer did it again in 
West Germany .... But, in the 
words of Al Smith (commenting on 
Franklin D. Roosevelt's re-eleetion 
in· the 30's) "Nobody wants to 
shoot Santa Claus." And we add~ 
especially when he is peering out 
from among the folds of the Amer­
ican flag. 

TWO LEVELS OF DEVELOP­
MENT: We are living in a time of 
tremendous technical achievement 
which is -changing our whole rela­
{ionship with nature. Atomic en­
~rgy and the stepping stones to 
space travel are now a reality. 

The tragedy of our time is in the 
fact that technology is so far in 
advance of s·ocial harmony and de­
velopment. A relative handful of 
men and women can and do take 
us far along the path of progress 
{n the world of applied science. 
However, in the field of social sci­
ence vasrt numbers of the wocld's 
population must actively engage in 
(acing and overcoming the back­
wardness and primitive character 
of man's relationship to man in or­
der ·to progress. 

_We contend the first step is to 
r-emove the system of private prop- . 
erty and exploitation as the great­
~st harrier •to advancement in the 
social sciences. As was previously· 
stated, rthis requires the self-con­
~cious action of the vast majority 
qf the world's population. A third 
qf the world has so moved. How 
~bout you? 

SEEDS OF DESTRUCTION: We 
0<mldn't pass up the chance to 
mention some interesting facts we 
fpund ina subscription drive letter 
from The Nation, a weekly news 
journal. In outlining some of the 
facts and information they uncover 
from the otherwise canned nation­
a[ and international news, ·they tell 
llS-"Japan exports cheap texUles 
to US. . . . 49 Southern, cheap­
labor (unorganized) textile plants 
faiL But is the Old South con­
scious? WeH, not solid. Texas, 

thank you, has a nice boom going 
in selling raw cotton to the Japa­
nese." 

These are some of <the seeds of 
destruction upon which we base 
our conclusion that capitaEsm has 
outlived its usefulness and must,. 
nay will, lbe replaced by a working 
class society under socialism. Only 
then wm the workers of one part 
of our country not be (uncon­
sdously) herping the workers in a 
far off country (in this case Japan) 
to bump stiH another group from 
their jobs back in this country. 

It ·goes without saying ~ the 
watch birds over this shameful 
situation, .the world imperialists, 
will have to start serving a useful 
function rat'h.er than a destructive 
one-such as going out and doing 
an HONEST day's work. 

TOO MANY, YET TOO FEW: 
Amo.ng the·many and varied con­
tradietions in our .present day so­
ciety we find one :espec:i.<rlly inter­
esting and deserving of _a few lines. 
It seems there a~ ·many engineers• 
t:oday who are unable to find a job 
i.n their field (yes, we said engi­
neers). The reader ;WHl no doubt 
remember a time, not so many 
"moons" ago when the whole trou­
l;>le with our otherwise wonderful­
economic .set-up was a terrible 
shortage of engineers. J.- Stuart 
Johnson, dean .. of the c.ollege of 
engineering at Wayne State Uni­
versity recently stated, "This situ­
ation (of engineering graduates 
having to find j~bs in other fields) 
has produced a scare in some cir­
cles that we are turning out more 
engineers than we need." State­
ments such as these are a'l ways 
qualified by suggestions that it is 
just temporary, etc. At any rate 
the problem seems to have a three 
sided character: first, there are 
too many engineers graduating in­
to specialty fields already over­
crowded, hence;- unempLoyment. 
Second, there are not enough grad­
uates qualified for the new and 
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nounced. 
In socialist society where the 

profit motive is aibsent, there being 
no private ownership of industry, 
the accent is on se11vice to society. 
'l'he succ~ss of the individual is not 
Qleasured . in terms of private gain 
but that of the community as a 
whole. ·His S!)cial rv;alue is greater 
to the ex1ent of ihis contribution to 
the weH-1being of ,the whole, him­
self included. Under such condi­
tions science thrives more freely. 
Honor, respect and great compen­
sation go along with it. Such so­
cial values encourage learning. 
More people read and study. Youth 
is more earnest, feeling a social 
responsibility, with the respect of 
the community going with it. All 
of which creates a more fertile 
field for scientific development. 

AdditionaMy socialism is a cen­
tralized planned -scientific econ­
omy. To those who contend that 
this accomplishment is due to to­
talitarianism where all the re­
sources can he , placed behind a 
given objective it must be brought 
out that not aH totalHarian na­
tions are ·capable of it. SociaHst 
"totalitarianism" is different. For 
example, Spain is a fascist totali­
trian nation yet its st,ate of science 
is nowhere near what one might 
call progressive. For even Franco 
paid ,tribute to this feat which he 
said was only possible in the new 
Russia. 

Whereas under capitalism the 
best brains are often diverted to 
the private channels of money­
making, under a socia]ist planned 
economy, science and scientists are 
the nation's 'business and care. 
Their efforts and achievements are 
integrated into an overall unified 

pattern. 
The new Russia, free from class 

divisions and private property is 
little hound by old 'Prejudices, tra­
ditional beliefs and religions. Its 
social thinking rtJ.ns ;;tlong the line 
of change, improvement, progress·. 
Everything i:s :Eluid and in transi­
tion. So is knowledge. They are 
not afraid of experiment and in­
quiry into the new and unknown. 
That is part and parcel of a revo-

. :lutionary society, of irts building. 

Is it then any wonder that 
under such circumstances the 
Soviet Union would ibe the first in 
the field? 

Certainly i't has military, polit­
ical and economic implication:;?. 
Certairi,ly it has thrown capitalism 
into confusion, wondering whether 
in the last analysis the old system­
will be capable to withstand the 
inroads of the new. This revolu­
·tionary feat in science demon­
strates the greater potentiaHties in 
the new social order as compared 
with the old. It demonstrates that 
the differences in the social values 
of the· two systems have their ef­
fects in transforming human na­
ture, in the creating of a new so­
cialist personality, with a greater 
learning and respect for science. 

In celebrating this month of the 
40th anniversary of the Russian 
Revolution the Soviet people can 
indeed be proud of their achieve­
ments. Workers the world over 
can equally he proud and joyful of 
the practical achievements of so­
cialism which by its examples 
should serve as a greater spur in 
that direction, everywhere. Sput­
nik is not only a triumph of the 
Soviet Union. It is a victory and 
confirmation of socialism. 

L.B. 

HOME SCENE 
·(Continued from page 1) 

especially in Asia and Mrica. 
Those two old continents, rich in 
oil, um:anium and other essential 
miner.a:ls, are populated predomi­
nantly ,by non-.whites. They are 
becoming literate, b~inning to 
stand up on their feet and think, 
are sensitiv:e to racial .d-iscrimina­
tion and oppression. The picture 
of whi.tes sitting on and bodily 
abusing Negro students attempt­
ing to enter school disillusion 
those colored peoples about Ameri­
can "democracy." U.S. imperial­
ism need.s these hundreds of mil­
lions on its side in the world­
wide struggle extant, needs the 
valuable <>Hand minerals for prof­
itable rventures of those lands and 
that vast area for marketing fin­
ished goods. So, President Eisen­
hower, reluctantly, had to act as 
he did, to safeguard selfish, ma­
terial interests of American im­
perialism. 

But the smoldering fires of ra'.. 
cial hatred awakened in LitHe 
Rock have on,ly been dampened by 
the President's Lise of federal 
troops. Gov. Faulbus' £ormtJ.1a has 
served as a prac:tiepl e.¥ample on 

how to nullify school <integration 
to other Southern die-'hards. These 
aim to stick to . their traditional 
racial pattern of segregation. 

Gen. Eisenhower and all the 
Army's generals can't eradicate 
racial rprejudices in <:apitalistic 
·U.S.A. :Pirvision al)d hatred are in­
herent, part and .Parcel, of the 
capitalist system or ·free enterprise, 
whatever you want to call it. The 
basic division and hatred exists 
between capital and labor. :I'he 
conflict between ,these classes 
manifests itself in strikes. And 
along with this basic division there 
is differences in skin color. The 
ruling class exaggerates the dif­
ferences in skin color to keep the 
workers divided and thereby more 
susceptible to exploitation and 
control. Presently, the national, 
material interests of ~capital, be­
cause of imperialist reason, call for 
a semblance of racial democracy 
at home. But the smoldering Little 
Rocks, inherent in capitalism, will 
not be downed. Brotherhood be­
tween the races is for socialism or 
communism to achieve. 

L.a. 
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Forty Years. Forward-­
Revolutionary Proletarian 

Progress 
Forty years ago, on November 7th, 1917, the 

P~oletarians and Poor Peasants of Russia took 
possession 9f that vast nation. That revolution­
ary act is now recognized as one of the out­
standing events of human history, and a turn­
ing-poi;nt i.n the affairs of mankind. l'he four 
dpcades which since have passed have been 
f~aught with the most stupendous social 
changes, the far-reaching effects of which are 
still unfolding. . 

The State form which emerged from the 
revolution was of a new type. It was a govern­
ment from beJ()w, rather than from the top 
down, .as in the case in Capitalist states. The 
Sovief (Council) form of government embraced 
within Jts st.r:Qcture, and functioning, millions 
of p~ple. Jt drew the broad masses into direc­
tive political activity as iio previous State ever 
had. But, as V.I. Lenin pointed out, the Soviet 
form was not exclusively a Russian institution. 
On the cpntrary, it was an extension of tlie 
form or~gin1;1,lly revealed in the Commune of 
Paris (1871), and which again had arisen spon­
taneously :during the Russian Revolution of 
19Q5. 

8,ince 1917, under the direction of the Soviet 
government, Russia has been transformed eco­
D,9mically. Frwn a backward, mainly agrarian, 
nation it h~s risen to second place among the 
w<>rld's ind1,1strial powers. Its navy is now in 
s~cond place, and its armed forc~s, upon the 
grpund, or in the air, are second-to-none. 

The wiping out of illiteracy and the .develop­
D;lent of its high standard of education, with a 
general sci~ntific advance .and an ever increas­
ing outp\lt of technicians, ,undoubtedly is the 
greatest educational achievetnent which any 
nation ever .so quickly attained. All this, too, 
in the short period of forty years, in the face of 
counter-revolution and obstructton by -tile capi­
talist nations, as well as the destruction 
wr91,1g})t -by N~zi-G~many's imperialist inva­
!"ion, is illdeed -a ~9l9ssal ,a,~cornplishment. 

For t\l.ipkjng ;w9rk~.s, the .Soviet Revolution, 
~ the s~quent O,ev.:elopment, h~s f.urnished 
iunumer~ple liUld ¥lvaluable lessons. First, 
there :w:~s :t;h,e :wethod .by which the working 
<:,lass toQk po~er ,_ the Bolshevik party point­
i9g the w•y, with its potent slogan: "Peace, 
bread an9 land," .and the -dyn~ic role of the 
Red Gua,rqs -gave the worl~ a practical dem­
oostrati<w <if the sou:pdness of Mar~ian revolu­
tionary ~cepts. This great lesson, and sub­
s9(luent ev.:e_nts, smce 1917,especially in rela­
tion to 'Ule :\nternal transition and the formid­
a,.ble forces :with which it confronts the machin­
a~ions of the capitalist world, gives inspirati:on 
to revolutionary proletarians and peasants in 
all lands. 

Before 1917, all Marxian students were 
a)Vare of the genius of Marx as a political anal­
yst. Still, f.ew grasped the full significance of 
his teaching, and especially in relation to the 
State. In his ·"The Civil War In France" he 
proclaimed the Paris Commune to be: ''l'he 
political form at last discovered under which to 
work .out the eeonomic emancipation of labor." 

Most social-democrats missed this "dis-
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qovery" or deliberately .ignored it and clung Peoples Government, has been a tremendous 
to their parliamentarism. Again, in his: "Criti-. gain for the workers of the whole world. With­
que of the Gotha Program," Marx stresses the out detracting one iota f~om that achievement 
role of the State during the transition period. of the Chinese workers and peasants, it is self­
He wrote: "Between capitalist and communist evident that the Soviet Revolution of 1917 
society lies the period of the revolutionary blazed the trail and inspired the victory. That 
transformation of the former into the latter. To is what we mean when we say that its ·far­
this also corresponds a political transition per- reaching effects are still unfolding. Betw~en 
iod, in which the State can be no other than the these two great proletarian powers, there now , 
revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariat." exists a solid front, an unbreakable bond of ' 

It took the Soviet Revolution itself to bring union. · 
home to the minds of large numbers of class- Like other great 'social advances,· the Com-
conscious workers that they had not given munist Movement does not proceed in a· 
much consideration to the "period of the revo- straight line, nor upon an even front. It has its 
lutionary transformation" which ensues after deviations and set-backs as well as its advances. 
the proletariat has overthrown the capitalist Sometimes both happen simultaneously. It 
class and taken complete political power. may sweep forward in one part of the world, t 

The dictatorship of the proletariat is essen- while falling back in another. As a movement ' 
tial for the prevention of counter-revolution, in which the minds of men play such an .im.-' ' 
and for the complete elimination of classes. portant role, new and unforeseen aspects of the·· 
That this forfy years is a relatively long transi- struggle are frequently disconcerting, especi­
tion period is true, but it is due mainly to the ally to the more emotional types of people, .and 
outside pressure upon t)le U.S.S.R. Some . workers with little knowledge of Marxism. ·· 
phases of the State are "withering away" with- When Fascism arose in Europe, many people'~' 
in the Soviet Union, but, confronted by the saw similarities to Coll1muni~m, but they failed 
capitalist world, with its threat of atomic- to observe the fundamental differences. For in-:· 
warfare, the State is stronger than ever. stance, when the Soviet Union made a non-' 

During the first years of Soviet rule, rugged aggress~on pact with Nazi-Germany, many 
methods had to be used in order to survive and members deserted Communist ranks. They did 
build upon the r1,1in,s inherited from the Czarist not understand that the U.S.S.R. was simply 
period. "War Communism" had to be used to trying to avoi!f being drawn into the oncorni:ng 
force food supplies from the'reluctant peasants, . capitalist-imperialist war. It was not Stalin · 
especially the Kulaks, who gave much trouble. who "gave Hitler the green-light," as some 
The NEP (New Economic Policy), .a temporary people charged, but 'Chamberlain and Paladier, 
retreat, was resorted to in 1921. It provided a with the pact of Munich (l93a), where they 
breathing spell for the later adv.ance. Other thought they had clea;red the way for a Ger- , 
emergency measures were used to ~eep the man attack upon the Soviet Union. 
crippled industry limping along. But, "the best-laid schemes of mice and 

Lenin's idea of electrifying the nation was men"- and capitalist politicians- frequently 
not lost sight of, but it was not until after his -go astray, as did those of the Britis)l and 
death (Jan. 21, 1924) that steps were ta;ken to French imperialists. It was· not until June, 
carry it out. Toward the close of 1928 the First 1941, that the Nazi-imperialists invaded the 
Five Year Plan was launched. It was completed Soviet Union. That 22 months, which the pact's 
by the .end of 1~32. Other Five Year Plans fol- endurance gave the Soviet Union, was taken 
lowed until World War II put the whole· nation advantage of to greatly strengthen national de· 
upon a war economy. Following the war, plan- fenses. 
ning w~s resumed upon a vaster scale, and re- Other crises, which since have arisen, have 
cent reports ind_icate that industrial a_dvance is · further confused unstable thinkers. The riots 
JllOVing at _a rapid rate. in East Germany, for instance, and in Poland, . 

The sacrifice the Soviet people made to in- also the counter-revolutionary uprising in Hun­
stall heavy industry, ~nd hydro-electric power gary, thr.ew many "communists" off balance. 
- thus tqmsforming their economy _ was the The crisis in the Middle East, and the Soviet's . 
m~ans of saving them from defeat when their stand --:- such as the supporting of Egypt on the 
nation was inv;,ided by the m.assive armed Canal issue and the supplying of arms, and aid 
forces of Nazi imperialism. The German armies to Syria and other nations - has been assailed 
wrought terrible destruction. Much of what as "supporting capitalism'' by those who do not 
was built up during early· plans was blasted. recognize the merit .of the anti-impez:ialist .. 
Millions of lives were lost and wh<>~e regions strategy of the Soviet Union. ·_ · · ·: 
devastated, but with the ultimate defe_at of the Those events, happening in rapid succe~sion,~ 
N 9~is the recovery, r~buil~ing and extensio~ qf __;, pltJS tAe ~t;llin-d~.rp.otio:n "~t:ra~gy" . of.: th~·(. 
the industries has been rapid. · · px:esent So.viet leadership - have ripped, the,· 

Now, the Soviet Uni:on is not only fprmidable. ranks of.world communism to a terrific extent. 
as an armed power, but it has enough ~onQlllic On the other haqd, the bl).ngling of :Sritaih,-a"nd' 
strength to ·pe able to }).elp other :r:wti~, a its partner Fr~nce, in the Egyptbm fi~~o, and ' 
prerogative which Bz:itain and America had the friendly firm attitude of the So-viet goyern:-_ 
come to regard as their exclusive monopo.ly. ~~t jn that_crisis, gav:e Communism a !Wghty 
This "competitive coexistence'' is most annoy- h.ft m t,he 1\lhddle East, and elsewhere.. .. · 
ing to the masters of the "democratic free The c.cmtinual plea of the Soviet Union for 
world." A writer in the. September issue of peace and .Q.isarmament, espec;ially i~ view of 
"Current History," says: "This is peaceful in- the fact that increasing millions dread tlie out- · 
filtration, the ultimate consequences of which break of oil major war, with the threat of world, 
it is impossible to foresee." destruction, has won for it tremendous sup-

Capitalist imperialism reaches out to other port in many parts of the world. Destruction of 
lands. It can survive only by such methods. the world is not the aim of the Soviet Union, 
Soviet loans and other material assistance to but destr!J.Ction of capitalism and its replace- : 
the smaller nations cramps imperi~lism's style ment by a classless and warless world certainly · 
and slows up its expansion. In some instances, is its objective. 
the trend has been reversed and "spheres of And now comes its "man-m;:u:le-moon" -
influence" have been turned into regions of the world's fir&t artificial satellite - flying 
resistance. A tremendous upsurge of anti-im- through space at an altitude of 560 miles and 
perialism has swept the whole of Asia: Recent- at a speed of 18,000 miles per hour which ear­
ly, this has ·been most notable in the Middle rjes it aroppd this planet, approximately 15 
East. times daily. That this first satellite is a "Red 

Since World War II, the triumphant revolu- moon" portends much. It must be disconcerting 
tion in China and the establispJneqt ot tl1e ' (Continued on page 4) 
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forty YearS forwar . - wrote - now turns a different face to the society now emerging from within the shell of 

I world. It is the face of science and social ad- the old. The complete socialization of the Revolutionary Pro etarian vancement. Yes, and of a very different sort to means of production and the elimination of 
capitalist advance, which confers special privi- parasitism will lay the basis for a world, freed ProgreSS leges upon a few at the expense of the many. from the blight of war and waste, and poverty 

(Continued from page 3) Its ;basic aim is the greatest good for the great- in the midst of plenty. Ultimately it will estab-
to ''brink of war" strategists, and it indicates est number, through the wiping out of the ex- lish a society in which each will contribute ac­

. that ft .was no idle boast when Soviet spokes- ploitation of man by man. !n practice, this cording to his capacity and receive according to 
· men h~plied that their missiles could reach any means the ending of the last form of slavery - his needs. 

part of the earth. The prestige of this scientific the Capitalist system. The next step is for the workers of the carpi-
advance; its impact upon world affairs, is im- The Soviet Union's forty years of forward talist nations to unite and complete the prole-
mea~urable. march has contributed immeasurably toward tarian world revolution. 

''~a'Ckward Russia, with hair on its face and the complete reorganization of the world econ- John Keracher 

IS MARXISM A DOGMA? 
( C9~tiilued from previous issue) 

Marx was a left-wing Hegelian. 
H~ acePte<i the positive side of the 
great ~hiliosopher Hegeil, dialectics, 
but rejeCted the negatirve, ideal­
ism. For Hegel was an idealist. In 
the i>ref·ace to V o1ume I of Capitql, 
Marx says: "!My dialectic method 
is nort only different from vhe He­
gelian, but !is its direct QPPOSite. 
To Hegel, the 'life-process of the 
human 1brain, i.e., the process of 
thinking, which, under the name 
of 'the Idea,' he even transforms 
into an independent su!hject, is the 
demiurgos of the real world, and 
the real world is only the external, 

· · phenomenal lfiorm of 'the Idea.' 
With me, on the contrary, the ideal 
is nothing else than the material 
world reflect·ed lby the human 
mind, and translated into forms of 
thought.'' .•• "With him it is stand­
ing on its head. :Lt must !be turned 
righrt ~side up again, if you wou'ld 
discover the rational kernel within 
the mystical shell." / 

Again, Engels, in his Socialism, 
Utopian and Scientific, has this to 
say in the very beginning: "Mod­
ern Socialism is, in its essence, the 
direct product of the recognition, 
on the one hand, of the class an­
tagonisans, existinig in the society 
of rtoday, between proprietors and 
non--;pmprietors, between capital­
ists and wage .. workers; on the 
other hand, of the anarchy existing 

in production. But, in its theoreti- · 
cal form, modern Socialism origin­
ally appears ostensibly as a more 
logical extension of the principles 
laid down by the great .French 
philosophers of the Eighteenth 
Century. Like every new theory,· 
modern Socialism had, at first, to 
coimect itself with the intellectual 
stock-in-trade ready to its hand, 
however deeply its roots lay in 
material economic facts." 

Scienti£ic socialism, or Marxism, 
is thus not a11one the product of the 
class struggle within capitalism 
and the anarchy contained within 
it. l1t is that plus the theoretical 
advances made possi!ble by Hegel's 
dialectic, on the one hand; on the 
other hand by the French mate­
riahsm of the 1Hth century. Marx 
rejected, as we have stated, the 
idealism of Hege[. He rejec,ted, as 
we,H, rthe mechanical aspect of the 
materialists. WHh him it became 
formulated into the new celebrated 
science of dialectal materialism.· 

With this new science and sden-­
fic method Marx and Engels, both, 
were able to analy\ze the working 
mechanism of capitalism, how it 
arose out of the past, rthe position 
of the classes in respect to their 
economic interests, the role of the 
State as an instrument of dass 
rule, the role· of the proletariat in 
the organization and establishment 
of the future classless socialist so­
ciety. 
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The fundamental tenets of 
Marxism, its theoretical position as 
e~ressed in dialectical material­
ism, its economic analysis. relative 
to the e~ploitation of 1a!bor, the 
development of economic crises, , 
concentration of wealth · and the 
gromh of monoply capital, the in­
creased mechanization and dis­
placement of labor; the po'litical 
and historical analysis of the o1ass 
struggle in which the proletariat 
must conquer po-litical power and 
establish its own :llorm of state i.e. 
the dictatorship of the proletariat 
during the transition period be-
1iween ~eapitalism and communism, 
these are !basic. We say they are 
basic and not a dogma, because as 
a s'Cience they are !borne out by the 
facts of experience. The history of 
capHa'lism, the class struggles 
within and against it, pwvide am­
ple ma~terial :llor its substantiation. 

There have lbeen times in the 
development of the socialist move­
ment when deviations have been 
advanced. The revisionism of the 
Second International is note­
worthy. Marxian economics was 
flouted. Olass colLaboration was 
pra:C!trced. The theory of ·the class 
struggle in relation rto s·tate power 
was distorted. The experience of 
revisonism is a ~sad one for 'labor; 
however, not without some valu­
able lessons. Wherever and when­
ever woJ.'Ikers deviated from the 
fundamentals of Marxism, it has 
uLtimately 'led to their defeat. 

But de!Viation is one thing. 

Adaptation and adiVance is anoth­
er. Lenin advanced Marxism with· 
out deviating. His contribution to 
Marxism and the role ·it plays dur­
ing the imperialist stage of capital­
ism is a decided advance. Again, 
Marxisan is not, [ike dogma, an' 
unchanging thing. It is a dynarn!ic, 
revolutionary philosophy, of the­
ory and practice combined, which 
caBs for adaptation in accordance 
as conditions of struggle change. 
But in its fundamental aspects it 
holds good. Essentially the class 
struggle is the same, tho its furms, 
or intensity may alter. So too, is 
the role of the state. It is therefore 
necessary to watch closely 'lest we 
mistake deviation for adaptation 
and vice-versa. The fine line of 
demarcation is determined by fun­
damentals. 

To recapitulate: the distinction 
between dogma and Marxism is 
between faith and science. They 
differ both· as to method and ob­
ject~v~e. The method of dogma is a 
priori; of Marxism aposteriori. The 
objective of dogma is an ideal, 
spiritual existence which is abso-­
lute. The •Objective of Marxism is 
a material world, the ne:rl stage in 
social development, which is rela­
tive. Marxism is a science, and like 
aH other sciences is fundamental, 
yet fluid. To regard it as unchang~ 
ing is dogmatic and metaphysical. 
Change is in the spirit of Marxism 
provided it doesn't negate its es--
sence. 

R. Daniels 

THUMBNAILS 
(Continued from Page 2) 

highly complex fields of electron­
ics and atomic ener'gy. (This does 
not Sipeak very well lfor the school 
system.) Hence, more unemployed 
beca~use of Lack of abUity to do the 
j'db. Third, and in some ways the 

· most distressing, the rpl'iesent day 
graduate engineer is giving the old 
timer a ru11 for his money because 
he does have the 'benefit of an up­
to-date education (however inade­
quate). 1So, there is still more un­
employment for :the older engineer 
and in this case often permanent. 

We don't of course have any sug-

gestions to g1ve the capitalist on 
ways and means of overcoming 
this dilemma. We do, however, 
have a suggestion for rtihe working 
class of America as ~to how they 
can do away with this whole darn 
mess under capitalism. That is to 
esta~blish a planned society where 
being unemployed because one 
picked the wrong branch of engi­
neering, or was not properly edu· 
carted to qualify, to say nothing of 
being booted out becau.se of age, 
will not exist. Such a society is 
Socialism and you can start the 
jdb righ't now by joining our ranlks. 

L.D. 

THE MEANING OF SPUTNIK 
That little outer~space "red satellite" that haunts the capitalist world 

has been defined ;by the Chicago Sun-Times (Oct. 11) as follows: 
, "S~utnik, th~ Russia!! ter~ for satellite, maY: be translated literally as 
somethmg that 1s travelmg w1th a tra·veler.' It 1s pronounced spoot'-neek 

accenti!lg the first syllable. 'Put' means a road, Combined with 'nik,' it mean~ 
somethmg or someone who uses a road; therefore, a tra,veler. The prefix letter 
's' means 'with.' In the case of the satellite, the traveler is the earth, traveling 
~hrough space, and the companion 'traveling with' it is the satellite. The word 
1s standard and not newly coined." . 

It is rumored that the boys in Washington (and Wall Street) are not 
sleeping so well of nights, Sputnik's "beep, •beep" keeps them awake. 

AW. 


	p1-296-nov-1957-Prole-News-230
	p2-296-nov-1957-Prole-News-232
	p3-296-nov-1957-Prole-News-233
	p4-296-nov-1957-Prole-News-231

