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AMERICA FACES MANY~SIDED CHAllENGE MAY DAY 1961 
it may ,be contended, and with 

truth that as with ·an individual, . , .\ 

society needs:a challenge. It stimu
lates, . exer-ts and oft times· brings 
out powers that B:re latent and 
make for . stte:p:<gt:h and develop
ment; that life its~lf is achallenge 
or rathet- a m1:1U~plidty of chal
lenges in . the course of which a 
phenomenon ·grows and matures 
and later d-eclines and dies. On the 
other hand, whether we are able 
to face up to a .·g~ven challenge, 
overcome it, or succumb and fail 
depends upon- the. n'a.ture of the 
problem and the condition we· are 
in, to tackle it. 

No society is free from challenge. 
It couldn't exist without · any. 
Problems and their resolution con
stitute its process. That which can
not be sol·ved in the present is· car
ried ove·r to the future which in 
its turn ·roriiiains the -seeds~ter 
ones to follow. 

Let us apply this to our subject 
matter-America. This nation af
ter War II emerged a:s leader and 
defender of world capitalism, its 
source of strength. She ·has met 
and coped with many challenging 
situations in Europe (Greece, .Italy) 
and elsewhere with considerable 

. success. Thru economic and politi
cal pressures, including war (Ko
rea:) a temporary check and limita
tion has been set to the tide of 
social transformation which was 
then in process. Her efforts, tho 
costly, have not been unrewarding. 
The Marshall and Truman .Plans 
have aided in the restoring of Eu
ropean capitalism and Japan from 
a st·ate of han:kruptcy to its present 
state of prosperity to a point of 
even challenging their very bene
factor, the U.S. 

Unity among the capitaHst pow
ers is never absolute or complete. 
It is relative and limited. Against 
labor they are united regardless of 
national differences. But alongside 
of this unity there is a simultane
ou~ di~unity. and opposition. Con
flict, antagonism stems from sepa
rat~ business or economic interest. 
Within th~. camp af capital, com
petition, b'USiness· rivalry obtains, 
for the ·sale of ·goods, ,for sources of 
raw ritat~rials :and capital i:rivest
men't. This'rivalry led to periodidil 
wa~ and is thl!ir basic cause. 

The 1'elation, between this unity 
and .di~I)..ity stems· from the capi
talist natu.re Qf things; its unity 

, results ~ their common ex
ploitatiQn of labor; the disunity 

from the indi·vidual ownership of E~ach passing year finds May 
property which breeds competition Day, the International Labor Day, 
and opposition. more significant than ever. Its ob-

The chicks are now coming home servance arises directly from · the 
to roost. Those capitalist nations class struggle between capital and 
which the "rich unole" has a few labor, It has an American back
yea~ ~back helped to get on their ground, the early labor struggles 
feet are now returning their grate- against exploitation in the 1880s, 
fulness {those cads!) 'by •a stiff for a shorter working day, the 8 

. competWon in all sorts of goods, hour day; it has its Haymarket 
including steel, automobiles, ra- Martyrs of 1887. 
dios, televisions plant and equip- May Day portends the ultimate 
ment. The elements of disunity are control of the world by the work
in full force creating a challeng- ing class, and implies the collec
ing situation on the world market. tive ownership of the entire means 
This is evidenced 'by the weakened of production, thus ending the ex
position of the dollar. ploktation of man ~by man. ':Dhat is 

Another challenge comes from why it is feared and hated by the 
the, colonial, backward countries. capitalist class. But to the class
In Asia, Africa and in the Ameri- conscious wor1kers it is a day of 
can continent, specifically Cuba, ins•pinition and hope of the better 
far-reaching ·social transformations times to come after the final ~on
are in progress which threaten the flict ~gain~t the .:~:x;ploiters is 

· fmpeh·alist -structure. fought and won. · 
Modern capitalism is mono-po- May Day also serves as an an-

iis.tic and imperi·a:listic. The two go nual gauge of the maturity of the 
tilgether, coexist. Its production working class. It might be asked: 
aparatus is vast and highly mecha- what condition does American 1a
nized; its financial structure is bor find itsetlf in today? The an
huge, and so centralized that with- swer is as plain as the· nose on 
out this access to the backward one's face·. In spite ·of the lal;:>Or 
countries to exploit and dominate, unions numbering some 16 million 
it would literally choke to death, members, the wor,kers are on the 
economicaHy. Exploitation of the very 'bottom, still being exploited, 
colonial peoples is :the safety-valve while ~their capitalist masters are 
for imperialism. This explains the sitting on top of them, profiting 
desperation of France and Bel~ 

· through that ex.ploit,ation. giurh. Even the loss of so small a 
country as Cuba, observe what - years of posf .. war prosperity 
commotion it stirred up in U.S. with steady johs and full bellies, 

, business and government circles. plus big doses of capi·talist propa
the reasoh is two-fold. First, and ganda, had deluded the majority 

of American workers into believmost important, is the immedi•ate 
loss of a billion or so to Americ·an ing that they are "free" and that 
investors. Second, Cuba may well they "ne·ver had it so good," that 
have set a pattern of action for prosperity would last fore'Ver. 
other South American nations. The Forgotten were the bitter s·trug
force of example is strong. There gles of the past, of the Great De
is grave concern ove·r this, enough pression days of the 1930s with 
to force new approaches to our its 17 million unemployed work
South American neighbors: ers, their hunger in the. midst of 

The challenge of these. colonial plenty, t!he evicition of workers' 
movements is all the more poign- families from their homes for 
ant because of their leftis.t tinge. non~p a y m e n t of rent, and the · 
:tn the very nature of the Sltruggle police brutality against demon
fo~ national independence under str•ating and striking wol'kers, e.g., 
conditions of · imperialism these the "M-emorial Day 'Massacre" of 
national movements cann'Ot com- 1937 in Chicago. 
pletely achieve t:heir objective However, ·this May Day 'llhe 
Withoot at rthe same time defeat- American workets are ·due for a 
ing their 't>'Wfi native bourgeois v·ety painful awa·kening. Today 
eletrte~. capitalism is again hit by the eco-

(Continueil on page 4) nomic crisi-s, with the result that 

NOTICE TO OUR READERS 
. . we regret suspending publication since July 1960 for ~ack of _funds: 
Bo.wever, we are thankful to those readers who helped wtth !hetr con
tributions toward getting out. this May issue of the Proletanan News. 

factories curtailed production, 
some closed down complet-ely. 
Workers were laid off, up to 6 
million unemployed, "freed" fro:rn 
their jobs. 

Today the capitalist spokesmen . 
are not telling the workers that. 
they have it "so good." Instead, 
they ·are trying to reconcile ·the 
workers to acceptance of m1em-· 
ployment hy telling them that 

-even if business would pick up 
,,there will always be jobless work
ers, approxima,tely what · pl'e'V'a'ils 
at present. Thus, unemployment 
has become par-t of the American · 
way of life. 

It so happens "automation" has 
set in, machines have ta~en the 
place of many WOI'Ikers. ·For ex
ample, the hasic industry, steel, 
now.operating &•t a low of.around 
.50. .:per cent .Capacity, ~··still abl.:: 
•to turn out a profit to its capitalist 
owners because it is so highly "au
tomated." The spme is true of the 
automobile industry, where it is 
r·eported that 160,000 laid-off 
workers will never get back t·heir 
jobs. 

The further centrali-zation of in
dustry, the "urge to mel'ge," into 
huge monopolies owned by a hand
ful of par•asi•tic billionaires, has 
also thrown out of work not only 
factory workers hut "white-:eollar" 
workers, i.e., office wol'kers in
cluding quite a number of "petty:. 
executives." 

But even those workers stm , 
holding jobs are beginning to com
pl•ain that their "take·..:home pay" 
is getting smaller due to a shorter 
work week. Still others were forc
ed to t·ake actual wage-cuts, in 
order to help their bosses- "save 
their -business." 

Of course, the Kennedy admin
istration is trying to cope with the 
economi•c crisis, with a rehash of 
"New Deal" me•asures: food han.d
outs to the needy, extension of un
employment compensation, "purb
lic works" to create jobs, etc. 
Similar palliatives were use<I by 
F.D.R. in •the Great Dep:ression 
days of the 1930s, under the slo
gan of "no one shall starve." But 
we Witl. note <fihat it .took itli~ great 

:slaughter, World War .'I'~'M> (1939~ 
45) to. restore . pro&iperi.t.:y, witti its · 
proEtuction for destruction. · 

Another world war just as prof-· · 
itahle would1please the U.S, c~ . 
_ t~lists v~ry mu~h. H. would. en•' · 

. (Continued on page 2) 
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MAY DAY 1961 A LOOK. AROUND 
(Continued from page l) 

able them to dispose of their sur
plus products, and also re-employ 
the millions of jobless workers 
whose discontent might otherwise 
cause them •to turn against capi
talism. As a matter of fact the 
American government has. been 
preparing' for such an eventuality 
right along. This year more than 
half the budget, $44 billion, has 
been allotted to the armed forces. 

But <there is danger that another 
world war would not be so profit
able to the American capitalists, 
for the obvious reason that the 
U.S. no longer has a monopoly of 
the nuclear weapons. If such a 
war occurred, what with the atom
ic and hydrogen bombs frtoely 
hurled or orhitted against each 
other by the combatants, it is prob
lematical if there would be any 
survivors left within the nation to 
record its destructive consequenc
es, let alone profit by it. 

Nevertheless, America's imperial 
Wall Street capitalists are not 
averse to starting "little wars" in 
lieu of profitable 'big ones that 
could pro,¥e too risky. Hence their 
recent attempt to regain possession 
of Cuba by covert support of an 
armed intervention aimed at the 
overthrow of the Castro govern
ment. It is to the discredit of the 
U.S. president (the son of a multi-

millionare) to acquiesce in this 
counter-revolutionary intervention 
and to recklessly hurl defiance 
against the Soviet Union's warning 
that such intervention could lead 
to a third world war. Already some 
citizens are beginning to wonder 
whether there is a mad man head
ing the p.S. government. 

Actually, however,/ it is capi
talist frustrated fury at seeing the 
workers section of the worla, now 
one-third, getting stronger in many 
ways, as, e.g., the Soviet achieve
ment of sending the fi!'st man 
(Yuri Gagarin) into outer space, 
orbiting the planet earth. Its in
fluence has also grown among the 
toiling masses of Asia and Africa, 
and even of Latin-America, as Cu
ba, to cite the outstanding exam
ple. This May Day there will be 
great rejoicing in the working 
class world, and by class-cons·cious 
workers everywhere. 

But within the U.S. the "histori
cal mission" still confronts the 
toiling exploited majority, that of 
the revolutionary overthrow of 
capitalism. Only after that task is 
completed wiH it he possible . to 
have world peace with real secu
rity. Such is the revolutionary 

· appeal of the Proletarian Party of 
America to the working class on 
this May Day 1961. 

A.W. 

AN EYE OPENER: We have 
·come to the conclusion that Presi
dent Kennedy's proposed "Peace 
Corps" will turn out to be a very 
good idea. There is only one thing 
its backers must . he prepared to 
face, and that is the fact that most 
of the young people who go abroad 
will end up learning a lot more 
than they teach. They might even 
discover that the poverty of the 
masses is caused by such rich ex
ploiters like Kennedy's "old man." 

SIDE VIEWS: An old retired 
and "worn-out" socialist told us 
last week he used to read the cap
italist newspapers to keep inform
ed and find food for argument and 
debate; but now he just scans the 
capitalist press to gloat! 

"DROP DEAD": Two workers 
were having a discusion about the 
world in general, trying to solve 
the problems as people are inclined 
to do. In the course of talk it be
came clear that one of the workers 

, was sympathetic to the Soviet 
Union and said some very compli
mentary rthings about its way of 
life, its leaders and its people. This 
made the first worker mad and 
caused him to blurt out (as people 
are inclined to do) "If you like it in 
Russia so well, why don't you go 
there!" 

LET1S FACE REALITY 

Well, the sercond worker looked 
him in the eye and said, "Are you 
a Christian?" "Yes," said the first 
fellow. "Do you believe in heav
en?" he was asked. "Why yes," 
was the ·reply. "Do you think it's 

pespite the downturn in busi
ne~s in 1960, with its sharp rise 
in bankruptcies and unemploy
ment, the tired, old previous Eisen
hower administration refused to 
concede the reality of a recession. 
Therefore, his understudy, heir
apparent, "experienced," Vice
President Nixon lost the election. 
Young, "inexperienced," John F. 
Kennedy, won and broke a tradi
tion of over 150 years, to be the 
first Catholic elected to the presi
dency. Eeonomics took preced.ence 
over '"spiritual" values with the 
hard-pressed city voters. In that 
sense, the latter were realists. 

.A-merica's productive capac-ity, 
transportation facilities, supply of 
raw materials and foodstuffs, its 
skill and technical know-how, in 
short, all the necessary ingredients 
for a full and prosperous economy . 
are here; yet 1 7 million Americans 
go· to bed hungry every night in 
the richest nation on earth, accord
ing to President Kennedy. 

Unemployment in February was 
offficially announced as over 5Yz 
million, and it kept mounting. For 
eX'ample, steel, •the bellwether of 
business was operating at about 50 
per cent <!apacity with over 50,000 
steel workers unemployed and 
from 100,000 to 150,000 workers 
on p~rt-:time work. Autos, housing, 
appliances, practically every line 
of business has been hit. Secretary 
of Labor Arthur Goldberg, on Feb. 
10, in South Bend, Indiana, said: 
"We are in a full-fledged reces
sion. I think it's time to say this 
and say it in no uncertain terms." 

It's real-what will the new offce- a good place, a nice place to be?" 
ho1ders do about it? What can they "Of course," said the Christian. 
do? "Well- then, why don't you go 

The Kennedy Administration is there?" said his ex-friend as he 

proposing to supply surplus food walked away. 
commodities to some 4 million un- IN THE CONGO: In a front 
employed workers, extend e:x1pired page editorial appearing in the 
unemployed insurance ·benefits, Catholic trade union paper, "Cou
raise minimum wages, speed up rier D'Afrique," Msgr. Malula, 

payment of dividends due veter- Auxiliary Roman Catholic arch
ans, speed up. government con- bishop of Leopoldville warned the 
struction projects, armament ex- Congolese people to he on the look- · 

pansion, and so on, ,to get things out for, "A wave of well orches
rolling again. Some of the above _ trated propaganda which is trying 

proposals may help to relieve the . to dope and strangle the Congolese 
immediate pangs of hunger and people." He also said, "When free 
are immediate needs to its recipi- information disappears, dictator

ents. In toto, the above proposals ship shows up, leading to enslave
have a familiar ring~the sound of ment and subjugation." 
the New Deal palliatives. The late Now, far be it from us to deny 
President Roosevelt, with his gift- the ·good father his right to express 

ed brain-trusters could not usher an idea or two on the subject of 
in prosperity with full employ- freedom but when he tries to make 
ment. The good times, economi- his words come out in such a way 
cally, arrived with the World War as to say the Congo people have 
Two slaughter. had freedom but may not if they 

In the hey-dey of American aren't carefuJ-well, we just have 

capitalism, hard times were ex- to sing out. 
perienced about every 20 years, Surely the Auxiliary Roman 

1837, 1957, 1873, 1893, 1913 per
meated with frequent "panics." 
Since then, we've gone thru the 
wringer more frequently and since 
the war ended in 1945, we've ex
perienced recessions in 1949, 1953, 
1957 and this current one started 
in late 1959. Obviously, capitalism, 
free enterprise or whatever you 
choose to call it, has lost its punch, 
and is in a general state of decline. 

Just as old age catches up with 
an individual, so too, with an eco
nomic system. The basic inherent 

contradictions of capitalism have 
become more chronic. (1) Social, 
or mass production vs. individual 
appropriation. He.re the workers 
produce collectively, in mass, and 
in return receive wages, a portion, 
small one at that, one-fourth and 
less. The difference between what 
labor produces and what it re
ceives, is profit, which is pocketed 
by capital by virtue of its owner
ship of the means of wealth pro
duction: The constant piling up of 

Catholic Archbicshop of Leopold
ville knows that the African peo
ple have heen enslaved and sub
jugated by their colonial white 
masters for over a hundred years. 
He knows, too, that the violent re
action being feU by the white in
truder is the releasing of built up 
.tension and hate smoldering on the 
whole African continent for many 
a year. We contend the Congolese 
people couldn't possibly he less 
free than they are. 

Only when the white man gives 
up his "burden" will the African 
people begin to plan for a future 
of freedom and self expression. 
And if the Auxiliary Roman Cath
olic Archbishop of Leopold ville· 
doesn't do a better job of phrasing 
his thoughts he may not be includ
ed in those plans. 

LONG RANGE PLANNING: 
Good news for families wanting to 
buy a new home is in the offing. 
President Kennedy's housing leg
islation promises those in mod
erate income brackets to get into 
a new home with no down pay
ment and 40 years to pay. That 
means you could purchase a- )':lome 
for, say, $13,500 and :take on an 
FHA 5 112 per cent mortgage for 40 
years with no money down and 
move right in. The only trouble is 
(if one stop~ to 1l90lr for it) the 
house will have cost its owneP 
$33,437. (U.S. News figures) 

~Now the question is this: is this 
a happy housing bill or is it a 
"How to Cheer Up the Money 
Lenders" bill. We wiil leave the 
choice up to you because it all de
pends on how you feel about usury. 

BREAD CAST ON THE WA
TER? There has been a great deal 
of fuss and talk ·about all the 
money which is leaving this coun
try and upsetting the gold balance, 
etc. 

We have been wondering lately 
what happens to the nice little 
piles of profits stacked up as a 
result of all this wayward money 
going abroad to be spent and in
vested. Much to our happy sur
prise we now have the answer. In 
a copy-righted article U.S. News 
(March 20 issue) tells us that 
roughly twice the amount invest
ed abroad in the past 10 years has 
come back across the waters in 
the form of profits (to the U.S. 
capitalists) of one form or . an
other. It is an enlightening report 
about a much overlooked subject. 
We couldn't resist reference to the 
parable suggested by our headline. 

L.D. 

surpluses of merchandise, eventu
ally leads to overproduction, crisis 
and unemployment. In its youthful 
period, capitalism expanded to the 
four corners of the globe and 
worked off such surpluses. (2) The 
other basic inherent-'COntradiction 
of capitalism-anarchy in produc
tion, plan1essness. Each manufac
turer trying to outd<>- .its rival in 
production and cornering the mar
ket for their wares. Such rivalry 

(Continued on page 4) 
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CAPITALISM'-5 QUANDARY 
The problems that beset capitalism aFe so 

numerous that it finds its ruling class spokes
men in a quandary on how to deal with them. 
One of the worst problems is the current eco
nomic recession. It is a source of much aggra
vation not on]y to America but also to her 
"allies," particularly Great Britain. This was 
recently pointed up by the visit to the U.S. 
of the British Prime Minister, Macmillan, in his 
:talks with Presddent Kennedy. One of the first 
subjects brought up was that of international 
trade, by Macmillan proposing "greater liquid

PROLETARIAN NEWS 

millan, and we note, he was not averse in 
proving his point to the use of a Marxian fact 
that "Capitalism must expand or perish." But 
the question is: how much room or space has 
capitalism left to expand in? It has only two
thirds of the world left, in view of the fact 
that one-third is in the hands of the "com
munist~" that is, under working class collec
tive ownership. 

And this shrinkage of capitalism's so-called 
"free world," to the fraction of two-thirds, was 
caused by two major social revolutions, the 
Soviet Russian of November 1917, and the 
Chinese Workers and Peasants of October 
1949, both of which were the direct~ conse
quences of the imperial capitalists' exploitation 
of the masses, and the imperial slaughter fests 
known as World War One and Two. It was the 
very expansion of capitalism, the monopoly of 
the world's resources and industries by the 
finance~capitalists, particularly the Anglo
American and French, incurring the envy, 
hatred and antagonism of the "less favored" 
capitalist nations such as Germany and her 
allies, that caused the two world wars. 

ity," i.e, the establishment of international Lenin, the Russi,an Marxist, during World 
reserves (money) that could be borrowed by War One (1914-18) wrote his pamphlet "1m
such big trading nations as Britain to avoid perialism, The Highest Stage of Capitalism," 
periodic crises of the pound. He also said this and proved that the war was imperialistic, that 
would enable the Atlantic community to in- is, an annextionis,t, predatory, plunderous war. 
crea~e trade and to ride out slack periods. How- Lenin showed that it was a violent, bloody 
ever, both Macmillan and Kennedy avoided stvuggle precipitated by the economic rivalry 
detailed discussion on the touchy subject of of the financial capitalists of both sides, a 
the Common Market of Europe. · struggle for markets and fields for the ex:p()rt 

And yet it was this very touchy subject that of capital, for parti>tion and repartition of col
was MacmiHan's greatest concern. This he re- onies, for sources of raw mat~rials, for "re
vealed later, on April 7, in a talk at the division of the world." 
Massachusei'ts Institute of Technology in C_am- The Second World War (1939-45), even more 
bridge, Mass. He began his ,talk by saying, bloo:dier and violent, was also imperialistic, 
" ... let us 1ook-realistically and objectively · caused by the same big <;apitalis't po,wex-s as tpe 
-at the state of the free world today. Now how previous one, with Germany and her allies 
have we been getfing on sine~ 19Q.8? T_o b~ _making a secoud~.at:t.em:Pt tU-get. its "p~c~ in 
frank, we have 'been doing fairly well but not the sun," (its "share") against the expan.sioil 
well enough. The Communist bloc is stronger and monopoly of the "big three" powers, 

. than it was. The uncommitted countries are Britain, Unit€'d State and France. The only 
more alarmed. The vital center of the free part of that war which was not imperialistic, 
world's resistance, our Western alliance, is no was the struggle of the Russian workers in 
better organized, whether in the fie'ld of de- defense of the "workers fatherland," the Soviet 
fense, economics or political relations. If we Union, against Hitler's invaders, against capi
have broadly held our own, we have gained no talist Nazi-Germany. 
ground. This 'is the challenge to our people Of course, the British Prime Minister, Mac-
today." (N.Y. Times. Apr. 8th) millan, must know all th~s, but as one of the 

Macmillan gave some prescriptions for deal- foremost imperialists himself, he certainly 
ing with these problems. To counter the Com- would not reveal a truth so unsavory to the 
munist bloc, whkh he admits got stronger, he system he defends (capitalism). However, in his 
recommends maintaining a "nuclear deterrent'' talk, he had to admit that the capitalist nations 
(atomic and hydrogen bombs) sufficient but ·are not so united as they pretend to he, and he 
not wasteful; that the Atlantic Western alliance s:tated the reasons (economic) for it. He pleaded 
(NATO) must not neglect its "conventional for economic unity, and "free trade for the free 
forces," and that the question of giving it some world," stating that the most urgent problem 
"nuclear capacity" must be faced. Though Mac- was to bring together the six member European 
millan did pay a bit of lip service to the Common Market (French-German controlled) 
question of disarmament in the midst of his and the seven member European Free-Trade 
talk, nevertheless, he wound up by recom- Association (British controlled). These two 
mending a build up of the armed forces on the groups are now in cut-throat competition with 
question of "defense., each other over the European market. Mac-

But, it was the economic part of the problem, millan stated that "If this economic division 
trade relations, that worried Macmillan the persists, the political rift wiH inevitably widen 
most, as we note by his further remark, to wit: and deepen." He calls for a "comprehensive 

"There :are now three main problems to be arrangeme_nt in Europe; not highly protective," 
resolved. The, first is how to maximize world that is, with the two groups getting together 
trade. This is essential to the prosperity of and lowering their tariff walls. He further 
developed and undeveloped countries alike. recommends that such an arrangement would 

"Secondly, how best to organize the systems not harm United States industry, which, he 
and capital to ;build up the less developed coun- said, "has in the past always qbtained its full 
tries. Our common humanity cries out to us share of expanding t·rade." 

· to help here, our economic interest in new But the American •capitalists are not likely 
markets encourages us and political necessity to welcome this hill of goods proposed by Mac
compels us. · millan. They fear such an economic arrange-

'"Finally, how to finance an ever..:inc:.;easing ment of Europe·an nations would result in more 
rvo.lume of trade 'and aid. If our monetary tariff walls being erected to exclude American 
arrangements are bad, or outmoded, we shall , products. They have trouble enough ~trying to 
not succeed. We shall stagnate instead of ex- . find a market ·for the $91 billions inventory of 
panding. And capitalism must expand or perish. goods glutting the stores and warehouses at 
Even Marx ·}Qlew that." ·the present time. They too want their "share" 

So spoke the British Prime Minister, Mac: of the market. And the ironical part of it, they 

3 

are already get,ti~i fierce competition f~om th~ 
very nations, Britain, France, West Germany, 
etc., whose industries the U.S. go¥ernment 
helped to build up during the post-war years 
with "foreign aid" handouts and loans, all at 
the expense of the American tax-payers! 

Of course, it wasn't total loss, not for some 
tax-payers anyho,w. For one thing, as the chief 
"crusader against communism," the United 
States with its "foreign aid" helped ,to preserve 
West Europe for its capitalist class. It pre
vented it from going "to the left" •like East 
Europe. 

For another thing, some American business 
men, especially the richer ones, the finance 
capitalists, invested many millions of dollars in 
the industries of West Europe, and even in 
Britain. They are now profiting very hand
somely, taking advantage of the fact that Euro
pean indus'tries employ much cheaper labor 
than the American. And one more thing, that 
recent "flight of gold" that had some U.S. 
citizens worried, did not trouble one bit these 
American capitalists who possessed foreign 
holdings. In fact some of them were delighted, 
for much cif that gold flew right into their 
hands. 

However, in the main, the capitalists ofeach 
nation are plenty worried 'about finding a mar
ket for their commodities, and places to profit
ably invest their capital. One notes that 
Macmillan suggests ,the undeveloped countries 
(to recall his words): "Our common humanity 
cries out •to us, our economic interest in new 
markets encourag•es us and political nec.essity 
compels us." 

Macmillan sq.ms up the aims of capitalism 
concisely, exposing its nak~d :;elf-:inter~t which 
protrudes in spite of his hypp~ritical mouthing 
of "our common human•i,ty cri~s out to us." 
One might ask him: where was Great Britain's 
concern for "humanHy;,· 'INh~P ·S:he ruthlessly 

-attacked-Egypt-during- the Suez Canat incident 
of 1956? · 

The U.S. ruling class is no less ruthless, 
judging by its recent arrogant demand that the 
Castro government of Cuba break ~ts ties with 
the communist countries. It's Wall Street's 
fury for "losing" Cuba. 

The conniving, unscrupulous methods used 
by the imperial capitalists to retain control of 
the new nations of Africa, like the Congo, is 
another example of brutal callousness toward 
human welfare. The murder of the Congo's 
courageous leader, Patrice Lumumba, can be 
laid at their doorstep. 

The undeveloped new nations are trying to 
break away from the imperial big powers' ten
tacles. Therefore, it is natural for smaH nations, 
like Laos in southeast Asia, to turn for aid to 
the Soviet Union, Peoples China and North 
Vietnam. They know they will get aid, for these 
working class nations also had to struggle 
against capitalist-imperialism, and won. 

But "politic'al necessity" is compelling the 
imperial-capitalist powers to continue its "cold 
war against communism," to save what they 
can of the capitaHst system in the wodd, no 
less so than their need for new markets. How
ever, with more new nations going to the "left," 
there is ever less space for capitalist expansion. 
And what there is left to the imperi'al-capital
ists, they quarrel over it, like wolves over their 
prey. 

Thus, we see, while the fear of the workers 
world tends to unite the imperialists, their 
relentless competitive struggle, their economic 
warfare, drives ~hem apart. That is what causes 
capitalism's quandary. 

Nor do they dare start another world war. 
Soviet Union's might deters them, especially 
its recent (April 12th) achievement of orbiting 
the first man into outer spac~. Its scientific and 
military significance is now causing the 
imperial-capitalist powers to undergo an "agon
izin•g re-appraisal" of their foreign policies. 

AI Wysocki 
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.AMERICA FACES MANY-SIDED CHALLENGE 
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The Congo offers us a good ex
ample of an internal struggle, 
within the national movement, one 
group (Kasavuba) seeking to stop 
with bourgeois nationahsm, the 
second (Gizenga) would go beyond 
that stage and on to 'a form of so
ci&lism. 

The capitalist powers, including 
the U.S. are deeply concerned over 
the crises i:n the Congo, L'aos, Al
geda. Thru the U.N. and other 
approache:s ev,ery effort is exe!'lted 
to blunt ·and contain the struggie. 
Meanwhile the challenge is on. 
All capitalist nations, including 
the U.S., are involved. 

A third •challenge, certainly the 
most worrisome is the growing 
strength of the Soviet Union. The 
race for world 'leadership is being 
hotly contest·ed. The pressure is 
on in every field, including art, 
sports, military, science and edu
cation. 'Dhe Soviet Un1ion is consid
ered by man as 'strong if not ahead 
of -the U.S. Even on the economic 
front, which has !been America's 
forte for ever so 1long, there is a 
gradual approaching. ,]jt is note
worthy that America's rate of pro
duction ~growth is much slower 
than that of the Soviet Union, 
which ~lends ever more credence to 
Khrushchev's warning that by 
1970 Soviet production output will 
overtake 1that of the U.S. When and 
as soon as that goal is realized the 
seale ·can be said to have conclu
sively Upped in favor of commu
nism and against capitalism, spec
ifically, the U.S. 

But ,the most damaging chal
~enge of all stems from the internal 
situation, the economic recession. 
It is to the credit of the Kennedy 
Administration, that, unli~e some 
of its predecessors, it is at least 
reail,istic, 'in :the recognition of the 
problem. They ·are not denying the 
widespread existence of unem
ployment and chronically depress
ed areas. They are calling atten
tion to the serious production de
dine in 'steel, autos and such; and 
to the role that automation plays. 
But what can they do about it 

that's radically different? Very 
little. It's just more of the same 
government handouts and hair
splitting over whether we have or 
have not hit bottom. Effects _are 
being treated without any effort 
or dare to trace the basic cause. All 
the rationalizing whether automa
tion is beneficial or harmful is 
pure wasted energy. The fact is 
that it is here as no accident but 
a necessary social product of our 
times. It is part of the technolog
ical and scientific development in 
connection,· specificially; with the 
last war, and that of capitalist in
dustrial evolution in general. It is 
performing what capital intended 
it t_o do-cut down labor-time, 
hence labor-costs, increase output 
with le,ss of the human element 
involved. All of which ultimately 
spells-more profits. That it leads 
to labor-displacement and jobless
ness, well, how else can it save 
labor without displacing it? 

What should our attitude be to
wards machinery in general and 
automation in particular? Point 1 
is that it is here as part of techno
logcal progress. To turn against it 
is reactionary thinking and un
availing. Point 2 its effects stem 
not from its use but from its own
ership. A working-machine at 
home lightens the burden of the 
housewife. This same machine or 
its }arger equivalent, in the fac
tory' creates a burden for those 
who lose their jobs. The difference 
is ~not in the machine hut in the 
social relationship, that is, who 
owns the machine and the nature 
fif the production. · · • 

The object of capitalist produc
tion is not use-but profits. Owner
ship is private. Machines 'are capi
tal, they are private property. 
Labor does not own any property, 
in the sense of means of produc
tion; hence it sells, for a wage, its 
labor-force or ;capacity to the 
property owning dass, the capi
talists, who use it to produce sur
pluses or profits. Bascially this is 
the essence and objective of busi
ness. They are not in it for their 
health or anyone else's. The accu-
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mulation of wealth is what counts- week. The same machine brings 
with business. Automation is a diverse results under capitalism 
new means to that goal. and socialism. 

Now let us consider another To sum up this discussion we do 
type of society or social relation- not regard automation as the basic 
ship~Socialism. Here automated cause of unemployment tho it may 
machines are also in use-but with appear that way. The ultimate 
entirely opposite'€ffects. No one is cause of capitalist crises is due to 
displaced by their employment, ove·rproduction and ~the capitalist 
because like the case of our house- mode of production. This capitalist 
wife it lightens their burden. Its relations of things the ruling class 
all a question of ownership and wishes to preserve. Well, then the 
objective. Under socialism the rest of the headaches go with it. 
means of production· are owned Getting hit by the many chal
COLLECTIVEL Y by the workers lenges, external and internal, at 
as a whole, as a unit. The objective this late stage of capitalism may 
of production is use not profit. Its be more than what they bargained 
aim is no longer to enrich indi~ for. It will bear clQse watching 
vidual owners of capital, but to whether' Amerioan capitalism has 
~nrich the lives of the useful pro- the inner Sttrength to meet them 
ducers in society. The Sovie:t Urt- and for how long. One sure thing, 
ion is living ·proof of how automa- the capitalists have yet to face the 
tion can function without result- internal revolutionary challenge, 
ing in unemployment. Automation long overdue, from the class whom 
under socialism is serving ·as a they exploit, the wage~workers of 
lever to lighten the workers' bur- America, who, at present, are so 
den, increase their standard of liv- reluctant to move in that leftward 
ing, sho~ten the working day and direction. R. Daniels 

LET1S FACE REALITY 
(Continued from Page 2) 

on an international scale has led 
to world wars. 

These built-in contradictions, are 
natural to capitalism. They cannot 
be resolved without dissolving the 
system of capitalism. The capital· 
ist class. the benefactors of such a 
system, together with their hench
ment, executive, legislative and 
judicial, are all for it, even if it 
means suffering for the rest of us. 

In one third of the world where 
socialism prevails the workers 
have broken with capitalism and 
established a new order wher~ so
cial, co:llective production is 
matched with social ownership of 
wealth and planned production, 
thereby resolving the contradic
tions of capitalism with its crises, 
unemployment and internal war
fare. But here, in America, the 
workers, by and large, haven't 
reached that stage of disillusion
ment with capitalism. 

However, the economic forces 
are relentless, compelling, assert
ing themselves in one way or an
other. Take 'automation, for ex
ample. With the cry and need for 
more jobs, as over 5'Y:2 million 
walk the streets, there is 'a con
certed drive amongst big indus
trialists to automate, to beat falling 
prices with f~alling costs. Rep. 
Elmer J. HoUand of the House 

·Education and Labor Committee 
said that machines will eliminate 
four million office and clerical 
jobs in the next 5 years. The re
port went on to say that an esti
mated 160,000 unemployed a.uto 
workers "will ne·ver return to au
tomobile factories due to automa
,tion." In Ne-w York City alone, 
some 40,000 elevator operators 

have been displaced by automatic 
elevators in the last 15 years. The 
spread of automation in practicalLy 
every field of endeavor and its 
effect is becoming increasingly 
obvious. 

The balance of payment prob
lem plaguing this nation has the 
new President calling upon Amer
ican businessmen to modernize 
their plants for better meeting 
foreign competition with more 
American eXiports. Modernization 
of plants means accelerated auto
mation to cut costs to meet foreign 
competition-the+eby less jobs for 
American workers. 

Unemployment rate amongst 
Negroes is twice that of whites. In 
its Feb. 17 issue, Time magazine 
says: "Hardest hit are the Negroes, 
the very young, the unskilled. Last 
hired and first fired, Negroes com
prise 10 per cent of the population, 
account for more than 20 per cent 
of the unemployed." One in three 
of the unemployed is aged 24 or 
less, a group that hasn't experi
enced depressions. "One of the 
greatest problems with automa
tion," said Congressman Holland, 
"is not the worker who is fired, 
but the worker who is not hired." 

Facing reality, for the workers, 
means the ·awareness that capital
ism has outlived its usefulness. Its 
positive contribution to mankind 

' has been its development of the 
productive forces. But capitalism's 
exploit,ation of lahor, and its out
moded private appropriation, stand 
in the way of mankind. In the 
atomk age, the issue is dear-hu
manity or capitalism.....:human 'Val
ues vs. property interest. This is
sue can only be resolved with the 
abolition of capitalism by the vast 
majority. L.B. 

The Price of Real Security 
A worker wants real security: full employment with a shorter 

working day, decent wages, free medical and hospit:tl insurance, free 
· college education with living allowance for students, adequate pensions 
for the aged, etc. The price? The overthrow of capitalism by a majority 
thru working class revolutionary political action .. 

· Sheetmetal Worker 


