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Motorcade Against
The Current

On Saturday, June 22, three
busses, carrying 99 delegates
from various labor, consumer and
civic organizations, left Chicago
for Washington. Other cities are
sending similar delegations. The
purpose is a last minute attempt
of putting organized mass pres-
sure to work to save the Office of
Price Administration.

The OPA, established as a war
measure to hold prices within
normal bounds during the period
of war-created shortages, -is to
expire on July 1, unless extend-
ed by new legislation. It has long
been felt that the continuing

SHOTtages of "goods 1N SO many-
lines will necessitate extension of

price control for another year, if
a much dreaded inflation is to be
avoided.

Consumer demand for goods
has also been strong. Producers
have, as always, been eager to
sell to the highest bidder. To

sell outside of the legal channels
has become a growing practice.
The black market has absorbed
increasing quantities of goods. It
is a natural trend. Rather than
go hungry, people will look
around for a seller who can fur-
nish the article at a premium. So
many are the ways in which eag-
er buyers and equally eager sell-
ers can get together and jointly
violate price regulations that en-
forcement appears to be next to
impossible. The point has been
reached where not only the mer-
chants who want to carry on their
business legally are demanding
abolition ~of - price™"control,
where many consumers feel that
absence of control would be no
worse than the present black
market.

Hence, the pressure upon Con-
gress for dropping price control
has grown, while the pressure to

(Continued on page 2)
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Atomic Jitters

Ever since Hiroshima the world
has been afflicated by atomic jit-
ters. Fear of universal destruc-
tion has crept into the hearts and
minds of people, high, low, lay
and scientific. Those now in pos-
session of the know-how of the
atomic bomb — the Anglo-U. S.
imperialists—are using it for all
it’s worth, as an intimidating and
political bargaining lever. Yet
its full force is so frightful that
its very possessors are literally
scared stiff, lest ultimately they
become victims of their own crea-
tion. Nor are they very sure that
its secrets can for long remain
theirs. For science is a universal
development, where monopoly
holds little sway. Under condi-
tions of social, or natural, pres-
sure, intensified study and re-
search can accelerate scientific
progress. It is this limitation in
science—if one can term it so—
that is worrying their imperialist
.souls. If, only this secret were
forever theirs.

Meanwhile, all the weight of

SCENE

the present atomic prospect is
aimed, be it indirectly, primarily
at the Soviet Union, since it can-
not be assumed that the Soviet
Union is asleep at the switch,
having full knowledge of the
dangers it is exposed to as long
as this overwhelming power is in
the exclusive hands of its ques-
tionable allies, the American and
British capitalists.

Fear of retaliation if used,
dread of the A-bomb acting as a
boomerang, has given rise to con-
siderable serious thought, how to
overcome the contradiction of
repercussion. Perhaps a compro-
mise plan of some sort, acting so
as to temporarily allay any prog-
gress on the part of the nations
minus the A-bomb. If the Soviets
can be talked into a temporary
state of inertness, the upper hand
of the imperialists will be main-
tained for the time being. The
Baruch Atomic Report is prob-
ably of this general nature. The
report, per se, is as abstract and
utopian as it is lengthy.

(Continued on page 3)
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How Strong is Labor?

In the recent strikes the Amer-
ican working class has demon-
strated its organized might. The
significant fact is that these
strikes took place in the nation’s
basic industries, such as the auto-
mobile, steel, coal, railroads.
Even the shipping industry was
threatened with a strike which
was averted at the last moment.
Although it appears that the in-
dustrial turmoil has abated, nev-
ertheless the labor picture is far
from tranquil. Even the railroad
strike which was presumed to be
settled had its aftermath in the
strike of the employees of the
Hudson and Manhattan Railroad
Company. The deadlock persist-
ed between the company and the

strikers over the road’s refusal to

pay the 1814 cent raise granted
May 25 when President Truman
broke the nationwide railroad
strike. As a result more than
100,000 commuters had to find
other means of transportation to
cross the Hudson River to get
into New York City. Through-
out the nation, strikes, more or
less local in character, still con-
tinue. They are like the rumbling
of distant thunder, after labor’s
stormy bout with capital, an omi-
nous indication that both are far
from finished with each other.
Aside from the effect on the
nation’s economy, this industrial
turmoil had its impact on the
“public mind” and particularly
on the government. In the halls
of Congress, no less than in the

White House, it has given voice
to the charge that the labor
unions are too strong and hence,
something must be done to curb
their power. This has been
echoed over the radio and
through the columns of the press.
Against this barrage of condem-
nation, the voice of labor rises in
a desperate struggle, not defiant
but guerulous, still, withal, insist-
ent that its side of the case be
given a hearing. But not pos-
sessing Capital’s facilities for dis-
seminating information, Labor,
the “giant,” is almost inarticulate
by comparison. Therefore, it is
not surprising that the “dear pub-
lie” (the most numerous of whom
are the workers themselves) is

now beginning to parrot the ideas

of the capitalist class, namely,
that labor unions are too strong
and something must be done
about it.

On the other hand, there is a
section of the public known .as
the “liberals” who take the posi-
tion that both capital and labor
are too strong. These are the
members of the so-called middle
class, that intelllectual efflores-
ence of the petty business class.
Standing in the middle, between
capital and labor, they survey
the scene from their Olympian
heights of intellectuality and pre-
tend to be sympathetic toward
labor. They take a critical atti-
tude towards both capital and la-
bor, in spite of their pretended

(Continued on page 2)

International Notes

France

Old Marianne is very much in
the news these days. The June 2
election results showed that the
Catholic, Communist and Social-
ist parties were still the big three
in French politics. Headlines in
bourgeois pa pers proclaimed:
REDS DEFEATED IN FRANCE.
Upon closer observation we find
that this ‘““defeat’” meant merely
that the Communist Party had
lost a couple of seats but had in-
creased their popular vote by
some 200,000. Their 5,188,715
votes represented 26145 per cent
of the national total as compared

to 26 per cent seven months ago
when they got more votes than
anyone else. The M.R.P. (Cath-
olic Party) increased its vote
from 4,540,000 last October to
5,678,318 this election. The So-
cialist Party lost 400,000 votes,
which in all probability went to
the Catholic Party. While the
foreign policies of the Catholic
and Socialist parties are different
they are not so far apart on the
domestic issues. The strength of
the Communist Party lies in its
almost controlling influence in
the Confederation of Labor.
(Continued on page 7)
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HOW STRONG IS LABOR?

(Continued from page 1)
labor sympathies. However, in
a showdown, they can always be
depended upon to side with the
upholders of ‘“law and order,”
the capitalist class. By color,
they have been designated as the
“pinks,” although yellow would
be a more appropriate color.

One of these liberals, George
Soule, sheds plenty of tears over
labor in his article: “Are Unions
Too Strong ?” (The New Repub-
lic, June 17), but like a good
father it does not restrain him
from applying the rod to labor.
In his article he is forced to admit
the causes of the strikes, such as
low wages and the high cost of
living and the opposition of capi-
tal against the demands of labor
to reinédy this condition.. He de-
plores” the fact ‘that collective
bargaining machinery has broken
down ‘and “that ‘the strikes oc-
curréed. But whom does he blame
for the strikes?” ‘He blames la-
bor,  particularly the coal miners
and-the railroad workers’ unions.
He ‘states: ““There is the small
though important group which
high-pressured the government
to win more than other unions by
threatening public calamity.”

-George Soule furthermore
‘states that: ‘“what really brought
the kick-back from ‘public opin-
ion’ “‘were the coal and railroad
strikes. In these cases wunion
leadership must bear a heavy
share of the blame.”

From then on, Mr. Soule goes
down the line on John L. Lewis,
the UMW, and also the heads
of the two railroad brotherhoods.
The former he upbraids for his
“power-grasping’”’ and “political”
motives. The railroad brother-
hoods he takes to task for re-
fusing to ‘‘accept arbitration”
and to abide “by the results of
a special presidential board of
inquiry.”

True, however, to his liberal
soul, Mr. Soule also takes the
government to task by saying
that “repressive labor laws are
not the answer, whatever may be
at fault. They unite labor behind
any leaders it may happen to
have, good or bad, create a last-
ing grievance and prepare the
way for trouble. Governmental
regimentation of labor could not
be achieved without a dictator-
ship.”

Here we witness to the full the
squirming of a liberal “soul.” On
the one hand he fears a capital-
ist dictatorship, for under it the
liberals would also be regiment-
ed, and on the other hand he
fears the unity of labor and it is
bad in his eyes whether it be
under good leadership or bad.
What then does he offer for a
solution ?

Namely this, to quote his con-
cluding words: “Voluntary sub-
mission (by labor and capital) to
a minimum of fair social disci-
pline is the price, in an indus-
trialized world, of liberty.”

in  Marxian termmology,
State.

Such a solution might sound
fine to those who live in their
ivory towers of “erudition.” But
to those who live in a world of
reality (the workers) it is no so-
lution. TLabor has been doing
plenty of submitting, through
being exploited at the point of
production by capital. Thus, the
workers have been submitting to
the ‘“social discipline” imposed
upon them by the ruling class.
Digscipline cannot be applied to
anyone unless it comes from some
authority. In this case it is the
capitalist class that is the author-
ity and it imposes its social dis-
cipline -through not only direct
but also when the need arises,
through its political instrument,
the government, or as it is-called,
the

Did this need of using the gov-
ernment, or State, arise? It cer-
tainly .did. "And how well the
capitalist class made use of it
was -amply shown in the recent
strikes, particularly in the rail-
road strikes and, even no less so,
in the threat of a strike in the
shipping industry. But if the gov-
ernment is the political instru-
ment of capital, why then did the
labor unions appeal to it, it might
be asked? The fact of the mat-
ter is that many workers are still
under the illusion that the gov-
eriment is an impartial arbitra-

tor or to use the Hegelian phrase. .

“the image and reality of rea-
son.” In the strikes above men-
tioned it demonstrated how ‘“rea-
sonable” it was to the workers.
Its “impartiality’” took the form
of coercion, of threatening to use
its real power, its armed forces,
the Army and Navy, against the
striking workers, to force them
into submission. But in so reveal-
ing itself, its real nature was ex-
posed, as Marx had long ago
pointed out, as “the public power
of coercion.” Thus by such a
demonstration the capitalist gov-
ernment had saved the Marxists
a lot of hard work in educating
the workers. As a result many
more workers are now saying:
“The government is not on our
side, but is on the side of capital.”

The State is a product of the
struggle between classes who
have opposing economic inter-
ests. The government rises di-
rectly out of this class struggle
and represents that class which
ias ownership and control of the
economy of the nation. Any
school boy could quickly provide
the answer of who owns the in-
dustries of America. He would
simply reply, why of course, the
rich people. And the rich are
not the workers but the million-
aires and billionaires of America.
It’s a wealthy minority, and com-
prises less than 15 per cent of the
population. How then can a
handful of rich parasites hold on
to their possessions, and continue
to exploit the vast majority who

(Continued from page 7)

MOTORCADE AGAINST THE
CURRENT

{Continued from page 1)

retain, or rather bring back such
control, has diminished. Mean-
while, Congress has been working
on the basis of satisfying those
who are able to press their de-
mands the strongest. Bills have
finally emerged in both Houses
for retaining the OPA, but with
new provisions allowing many
price increases, and with meth-
ods of working out allowable in-
creases so complicated that en-
forcement would be all but im-
possible.

It is not expected that a last
minute conference between the
two Houses will be able to make
a workable law out of these un-
workable bills. A veto by the
President would mean the end of
price control unless a new law
should be passed. The last week
of the present setup is too short
a time for such action, and.the
present setup, even if retained, 1s
not serving its purpose. The mo-
torcade might be sponsored with
the best of intentions, but its ef-
fects are not likely to be great.

Meanwhile the situation is call-
ing to attention many problems.
First of all, the uncertainty about
continued price control is causing
many producers, including the
farmers, to hold their goods off
the market, pending the outcome.

expected price advances are
bringing back into focus specu-
lation about the future stability
of the whole economic setup.
Production is gradually getting
into stride. Shortages are great.
Purchasing power is also great.
1t looks pretty good on the sur-
face. Shortages are an inconven-
ience, but it is upon shortages
that free enterprise thrives.

There are a few who cannot
refrain from looking a little deep-
er. They scan available purchas-
ing power and compare it to ex-
isting shortages. They find dis-
crepancies, not so much in
amount, but in distribution. It is
not the same people who possess
purchasing power and who suf-
fer from shortages.

On the side of shortages they
scan the reports of various public
and private agencies and find
that “America is a needy nation.”
They have added it up and find
that 2,700,000 new homes are
necessary right now as a mini-
mum, industry needs a billion dol-
lars’ worth of new plants and
stores, the farmers need $350,-
000,000 worth of farm buildings,
15,000,000 new cars and 3,000,-
000 new trucks and busses are
needed to meet transportation
needs;, 40,000,000 new suits of
clothing would no more than fill
existing demand, stockings, un-
derwear, linen, all are needed by
everybody. Existing homes need
things; 8,409,984 U. S. homes
have no electricity, 18,151,126
homes have no private baths.

11,724,148 homes have no run-
ning water, 9,364,548 homes of
““the free and the brave’” have no
refrigeration. Oh yes, we mustn’t
forget, we are short of meat and
bread and other items of food as

“well.

And do we have purchasing
power? Yes. Americans have a
high weekly and yearly income.
The U. S. Department of Com-
merce reports that total national
income, which was down to $49
billions in 1934, had climbed to
$149 billions in 1943, Only esti-

‘mates are available for 1944 and

1945, but they all agree that for
two years total income ap-
proached the $200 billion a year
mark. As this total income is
broken up in amounts going to
the dlfferent sectlons of the pop-

‘ulatlon the sarne report shows
_that total Wages and salaries in

private 1ndustry rose from $30

.bllllon in 1934 to $112 bllllon in

1943. Th1s part also went higher
the foIlowmg years Government
spending for war was the cause
of the major portion of this in-
crease.

They also have savings, $81
billion in liquid funds are on de-
posit in banks or in cashable gov-
ernment bonds. This vast sum
added to the prevaliing income
should provide the necessary pur-

“‘More seriously, the’ pre%bnt and chasimg—power—for-s

come. But here appears a dls-
crepancy. In most cases those
who need bathtubs, running wa-
ter and other things, are not the
ones who have the savings.

The Bureau of Agricultural
Economics has taken samples of
a cross-section of the country and
from these, bring out the follow-
ing estimates: The top 10 per
cent of U. S. families—those with
savings above $3,400 — hold 60
per cent of the total, or $48 bil-
lion. The second 10 per cent—
those who hold between $1,800
and $3,400—have 17 per cent of
the total, or $13.7 billion. The
middle 50 per cent—those with
savings of from $50 to $1,800—
have a total of $18.6 billion, or
23 per cent. The bottom 30 per
cent—with savings of less than
$50 — hold a negligible amount.
In fact, only the 6 per cent have
savings, the remaining 24 per
cent have none.

By lumping the first two groups
we find that 20 per cent of the
population hold $62 billion in
savings, or 77 per cent of the
total. These people also have
ample incomes. They are not
short of bathtubs or anything
else. From their yearly incomes
they are not likely to put addi-
tional sums into savings except
where they see opportunities for
profitable investments. The 30
per cent at the bottom with little
or no savings are also those with
lowest incomes. But they are the
very ones with the most crying

(Continued on page 5)
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It is widely discussed with va-
ried reactions. Those who praise
it do so with reserve, recognizing
that the whole plan of putting
atomic energy in the hands of a
United Nations Authority hinges
upon full international coopera-
tion among the United Nations
themselves. That is, of course, a
most difficult premise, as suffi-
cient friction always exists
among them. The burden of re-
sponsibility is mainly placed upon
the shouders of the Soviet Union,
taking for granted British and
U. S. willingness and cooperation.
Then there are individuals, such
as Max Eastman and William
Randolph Hearst, who consider it
most dangerous to trust the So-
viet Union with knowledge of the
Atomic Bomb process. All in all,
it is a pretentious plan to the
extent of visualizing the ultimate
elimination of war altogether.
How? It is not explained, at
Jeast the need for peace is posit-
ed. Nor is its practical working
out of immediate moment, since
it would in all probability take a
considerable period of time.

Whatever the intentions of this
report are we cannot rest there.
A Marxian analysis must encom-
pass the practical considerations.
Were Mr. Baruch’s intentions the
noblest, that still would not make
them workable.  The. _guestion
would still be: “Can such a pro-
posed plan work under the egist—
ing circumstances of internation-
al strife?” The experiences of
both World Wars point to the im-
possibility of* controlling weap-
ons, much less of abolishing war
altogether. The League of Na-
tions once had such lofty aims,
and the many peace treaties
failed to prevent war. Why?
Becaypse imperialist rivalry is an
overriding force that shatters all
declarations and commitments.
Capitalist imperialism begets and
thrives on competition and an-
tagonisms. These flow through
its veins. Grandiose peace Sug-
gestions raise especial suspicion
when they emanate from the
thieves, lair. Talk is cheap, but
who can, in the light of the past
few decades, take them at their
word. The chances are a hun-
dred to one that the very propos-
ers of peace and control will be
the first to violate their own com-
mitments — always under the
sereene of self-defense.

Should something cancrete fol-
low, and some compromised form
of a United Nations Atomic Au-
thority be established, it will only
encourage more espionage, con-
niving, secret preparations- ar'ld
circumventions. The inherent\d'ls-
crepancies within the capital{st
world, and between the two Qlf-
ferent social systems, capitalism
and communism, condemn in ad-
vance this proposed United Na-
tions Authority to a mere scrap
of paper, behind which the rgost
sinister machinations will thrive.

HOME SCENE

Get in Line

The American people are feel-
ing the pinch of scarcities. That
is the order of the day. Lines
everywhere and all kinds: butter,
nylons, sugar—and now bread.
This is really a new low. For
bread is the barest necessity, the
“staff of life.” Lack of bread,

at different periods, has put en-*

tire populations into motion, caus-
ing revolutions. Hunger was a
major cause in the Russian Revo-
lution of 1917. It was also the
c¢ry in the famous French Revo-
lution, during which the queen,
Marie Antoinette, when told that
the people were clamoring for
bread, was said to have retorted:
“Let them eat cake.”

Americans can understand thig
scarcity of bread in France or
Russia, or in present day post-
war Europe. But here, in abun-
dant and prosperous America,
that can’t be. It is an anachro-
nism. The Administration’s only
explanation is the emergency
need and sacrifice to save starv-
ing Europe and Asia.

To many this explanation is
hardly satisfying. Some have the
feeling that shipments abroad
don’t account for all of it. Others,
more individualistic, gripe that
our own needs come first, before
anyone else’s.

The anti-administration forces
place the responsibility for this
crisis entirely upon the bungling-
policies of Washington, OPA and
general mismanagement. They
point to the black market, where
all commodities seem plentiful,
and in part this criticism seems
valid. Meanwhile, confusion and
exasperation are rampant. Con-
gressional pressure, in response
to individual property demand, is
in process of bearing down on the
OPA. Despite administration op-
position the future of the OPA
is hanging in the balance. It has
failed in its objective to regulate
distribution or curb inflation. The
law of capitalist operation will
not allow itself to be strait-
jacketed by legal procedure.

Circulation of commodities
seems disrupted and production
is retarded. Anarchy reigns
everywhere. The individual in-
terest is in conflict with the pub-
lic interest. Anarchy is an inte-
gral part of the planless system
of capitalist economy. Produc-
tion for profit, private property
is the cause.

Should the OPA be in due time
abolished, anarchy and disorder
will still continue. Perhaps more
goods will come out on top of the
counters; perh aps production
will even be stimulated some. But
new forms of anarchy will arise,
such as greater disproportion be-
tween existing wages and a high-
er cost of living. The existing
commodity lines might, in time,
disappear, only to give way to
new ones, welfare and unem-
ployed lines. Lines, scarcities in

(Continued on page 6)
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U. S. Fascism

Fugene Tarb, Soviet historian,
in 3 recent article in “Red Star,”
says that Fascism is on the march
in the U. S., seeking to crush
workers and to impose a “Pax
Americana,” similar to Hitler’s
dream of a Pax Germania.

* £ *®
Time and Space

A jet-plane in air show now
flies from New York to Albany
in 18 minutes and 20 seconds.
Thirty-six years ago, in 1910,
Glen Curtis covered the same dis-
tance in 2 hours and 46 minutes.
The time has been cut down to
one-tenth. This is progress. The
relative nature of space and time

is incontrovertible.
* * *

Why Not?

Hirohito is not to be tried as a
war criminal, declared Joseph
Keenan, chief prosecutor for the
U. S. in the Japanese war-crimes
trial. Hirohito is only “a figure-
head and a fraud perpetrated on
the Japanese people.”

Did anyone ever seriously be-
lieve that this man-god imperial-
ist, and one of the wealthiest ex-
ploiters in all Japan, would be
brought to “justice”? )

In modern industrialism, top
criminals seldom get the axe
themselves. Paid lieutenants usu-
ally take the rap for the big boss.
It would be a mistake, indeed, to

try the emperor, not because he.

is “a figurehead and a fraud,”
but because of the need to per-
petuate this ‘“fraud’” upon the
Japanese people. Our Wall
Street rulers know the value of
similar frauds perpetrated
against the American people.
* % %

Bilbo “Democracy”

In a broadcast speech, Herr
Bilbo warned Mississipians that
the white people were sleeping
on a volecano, and “it is up to the
red-blooded men to do something
about it. The white men of this
state have a right to resort to any
means at their command to stop
it.” (N. Y. Times, June 23.)

Angd, “such means” were dem-
ocratically applied, was charged
in an affidavit by Etoy Fletcher,

a Negro veteran of the Army.

While he was attempting fo reg-
ister for the July primaries, he
claims he was seized and floggel
with a heavy wire cable and
threatened with death if he made
another attempt to register.
* % %
K. of C. Justice

In an article, fully half a page,
in the New York Times of June
23, the Knights of Columbus (K.
of C.), a Catholic fraternal or-
ganization, ecame out with a
sharp criticism of the manner in
which the United Nations han-
dled the Franco case. It accused
it of being “‘a court which did not
even ask for testimony on behalf
of the accused ... which afford-
ed the defendant nation no op-
portunity whatever to contradict

BITS AND SKITS

or disprove the allegations made
against it . . . that such travesty
upon justice and fair play should
be perpetuated in our own soil

. in the very shadow of the
Statue of Liberty . . . and with
the abject connivance of our own
government . . . is a particularly
shameful spectacle to millions of
American men and women, as it
is to decent men and women all
over the world.”

It called the sub-committee’s
investigation a Communist-
inspired case against Spain.

“Why, if the sub-committee
was honestly seeking the truth,
did it permit itself the wholly
gratuitous and completely un-
warranted statement that ‘there
are two rival Spanish govern-

ments in existence’ when every

niember of the sub-committee
knows there is only one lawful
Spanish government today . . .
that that government has ruled
Spain wisely and well for seven
years or more.” .. . “Is the sub-
committee trying to delude us

‘into thinking that such recogni-

tion should be extended to the
former rulers of Spain who fled
that country before the righteous
wrath of its people, hid out for
vears in Mexico, recently moved
in on France, and now seeks to
again impose their ruthless Red
rule upon the Spanish people
through the connivance and co-
operation of other nations?”

It winds up its appeal to people
to let the President know that he
is expected to lead in the figh
for fair play and fair dealings in
the United Nations. So the K.
of C. calls for justice. But what
kind of justice? Fascist justice
—justice to the landlord reac-
tionaries who have perpetrated
the most inhuman crimes against
the democratic and labor ele-
ments of Spain, many of whom
are still lingering in Franco’s
death dungeons.

The K. of C. is pleading for
fair play for Franco. Shall we
say, for instance, the same kind
of fair play he’s administering to
Spain’s common people, whom-
the K. of C. indiscriminately calls
Reds?

The K. of C. is very conven-
iently oblivious (perhaps more
correctly, approvingly) to that
black chapter of Spain’s Civil
War, when Franco’s fascist vic-
tory was guaranteed through the
direct material aid from the Ger-
man Nazis and Italian Fascists. It
is also g matter of record that
Franco’s Blue Division had
fought along with the Nazis
against the Soviet Union, and
that Spain’s war neutrality made
it possible for her to serve as a
cenvenient base through which
much war material and supplies
found their way into Germany.
Franco’s unity with Hitler and
his anti-democratic stand are too
well known to even discuss.

That “that government (i. e.,

(Continued on page 6)
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Is Russia Trying to
Conquer the World?

In all nations where a minority class rules,
deception is a necessary weapon in their ap-
proach to most social questions. TRecently
the American press and radio have launched
a virulent campaign against the Soviet
Union. However, it is being done in a decep-
tive manner. This anti-Soviet campaign must
not take the appearance of aggression. It
must be represented as defensive, as some-
thing that is aimed against aggression, to
check it.

The Soviet Union is being branded as the
new post-war aggressor. Now that the Axis
powers have been smashed, the Soviet Union
has been promoted to the position of “public
enemy number one.”” And what is the charge
leveled at it? That the Soviet Union is try-
ing to conquer the world, that it is promoting
a world-wide conspiracy to overrun all na-
tions and impose its economic and political
system upon them. This campaign has spread
to Britain, too, but there it is meeting with
more opposition than in America.

It is difficult for the leaders of capitalist
nations to conceive of the U. S. S. R. having
any other intentions, because ‘all capitalist
nations, even those much weaker than the
Soviet Union, believe such a goal to be most
desirable. The British with their great em-
pire have come closer to it than any other
nation.

An analysis of this charge against the So-
viet Union is timely because it is furnishing
the basis for agitation for a Third World
War, with the U. S. S. R. as the aggressor
power, the one which is obstructing world
peace. Of course, the democratic capitalist
nations, particularly Britain and the United
States, are represented as seeking only peace
and general well-being, while the U. S. S. R.
with its vast Red Army is deliberately pro-
moting trouble and preventing the coming
of a “just and lasting peace.” It is a good
line. It is good bait for suckers, but workers
who bite will get the hook which it contains.

Capitalism can only survive by expansion.
The greater nations, in competition with each
other, must absorb or dominate the lesser.
They must openly annex them to their em-
pires, or covertly control them by means of
the money bag, through finance imperialism.
The latter approach is the modern way, but
it has to be backed by military or naval pow-
er, or both. It is less than a year since the
close of the great conflict, but the ‘“peace-
loving nations” are reorganizing and expand-
ing their forces in harmony with the expe-
riences of the great war.

The United States, posing as the world’s
foremost peace-loving democracy, is revamp-
ing its peacetime conscription upon a basis
of military training for all single men be.
tween the ages of nineteen and forty-four.
Britain has armies scattered throughout Eu-
rope, Africa and Asia, and they are not there
for their health.

Irreconcilable Differences

Before the outbreak of World War II, all
capitalist nations were hostile to the Soviet

" of capitalist investment.

.

Union, although some could not afford to be
outspoken. However, within the circle of
capitalist nations themselves, there was an
irreconcilable quarrel over territory, trade
routes, sources of raw materials, and spheres
This division with-
in the ranks of the capitalist imperialist pow-
ers kept them from being able to unite
against the U. S. 8. R. They certainly tried
hard enough. The nearest they came to suc-
cess in that direction was the pact of Munich,
when the premiers of Britain and France dis-
covered that Hitler and Mussolini were per-
fectly reasonable fellows, when Chamberlain
proclaimed : “Peace in our time.”

Western capitalist imperialism, menaced
by the rising tide of Italian, German and
Japanese imperialism, believed that war was
imminent, and aimed at them, as the greatest
holders of the world’s wealth and resources.
The “‘aggressor nations” had claimed that it
was Soviet Communism they were ready to
fight. British and French imperialism de-
cided to take them at their word, and give
them a free hand to strike at the U. S. S. R,,
but it did not work out that way.

The great war commenced among the im-
perialist powers themselves. The non-
imperialist power, the Soviet Union, was able
to remain neutral for nearly two years, and
it must be remembered that the Soviet Union
was invaded. It had lived up to its non-
aggression pact with Nazi Germany, but the
latter thought itself strong enough to fight
the U. S. S. R. as well.

The strength of the Axis imperialism, with
France already hors de combat, and only the
North Sea and English Channel preventing
the Nazis from sweeping into London as they
did into Paris, causing British war lords to be
badly scared. Churchill was quick to hail
the Soviet Union as “our ally.” Six months
later, when the bombs of Japan fell -upon
Pearl Harbor. the Yankee imperialists were
ready and willing to send all the weapons
they could spare to the Soviet Union, so that
they could be hurled at America’s imperialist
enemies. Every Soviet soldier who fell might
thus be saving the life of an American or a
Britisher. .

But the scene has changed, and Britain’s
imperialist stage-manager, Mr. Churchill, in
his Missouri speech, called for concerted ac-
tion, on the part of Anglo-American imperial-
ism, to stop the dark deeds that are being
enacted back of the Soviet “iron curtain”
that shuts off imperialism’s access to eastern
Europe. Rich people (Mr. Churchill’s kind)
are being stripped of their land monopolies.
Large numbers of poor people are being
given land for the first time. Large indus-
tries, mines and such, are being taken over
by pro-worker and pro-peasant governments,
and the Red armies in those occupied regions
are not raising a hand to stop it. Such wick-
edness is not at all in harmony with “free en-
terpise” and the British and American way
of life.

Now the nation which made the greatest
sacrifices on the side of the United Nations
is being singled out for all the venom which
American imperialism, and its radio and
press flunkies, can pour out. The majority
of the American people, mostly workers, can
be fooled by this propaganda if they are not
on guard against it. They can be convinced
by the power of the press and radio, that the
Soviet Union actually plans to impose itself
and its system upon all other nations.

If people who hear this charge would but
stop to think it out, they would realize how
false it is. More than a year has gone by
since ‘“‘cease fire” in Europe, and the Red
Army, powerful enough to force Soviet gov-
ernments upon occupied countries, has not
done so. There is a good reason for this.

Outside of U. S. S. R. borders, Soviet gov-

~ ernments do not exist. Why is this the case?

Some revolutionaries, the ‘left-sick” vari-
ety, have accused the Soviet leaders with be-
trying the revolution, with preventing the
workers of eastern Europe from conquering
political power. There is no evidence what-
ever to substantiate such a charge, nor, on
the other hand, have they launched the
Soviet system from without by force of arms.

“The proletariat of each country must first
of all settle matters with its own bourgeoisie”
was the teaching of Marx and Engels. The
Soviet Marxists know that as well as anyone.
They know that if the workers, even where
the Red Army is in occupation, are not ready
to bring about a revoluntioary change of their
own volition, if they are not ready to conquer
political supremacy, then the Red Army can-
not, and will not, do it for them. Social revo-
Iution cannot be imposed upon a country
from without. It must come from within.

Then, why are the erstwhile “allies” of
the Soviet Union so stirred up? They are
simply reverting to form. They have always
regarded the Soviet Union as the greatest
threat to capitalist imperialism. And now,
with German Nazi imperialism, as a barrier
to the Soviets removed, the democratic im-
perialists fear Soviet influence within the
borders of their own fields of plunder. If the
workers of the U. S. S. R. can do so well, then
the workers of Britain and America might
get the notion that they can do as well, or
better. That is dangerous.

If the workers of the countries of eastern
Europe should move any further to the “left”
politically, they will be practically establish-
ing new Soviet nations. This is an internal
transformation that is in process, not some-
thing forced upon those nations. The Red
army does not occupy France nor Britain, yet
the trend in both of those countries is to the
“left,” much the same as in eastern Europe.
In fact, those western European nations have
moved further to the. left, nearer to the So-
viet system, than some of the countries of
eastern Europe, where the Soviet armies oc-
cupy. The Churchills and their kind have
been relegated by the workers to a political
backseat. That does not mean socialism in
any of those countries, but mainly state capi-
talism. Further steps must be taken. The
workers cannot stand still in this process. If
they try to, what progress they have made
will be wrested from them by the capitalist
imperialists. Complete and exclusive polit-
ical power, in fact proletarian dictatorship
is the next step to be taken. Only by that
means can the working class expropriate the
capitalists and socialize the industries.

Does not the Soviet Union want to see a
Soviet World? Certainly it does, just as all
capitalist imperialists want to see their sys-
tem encompass the world. But, there is a
great difference. Capitalist imperialists must
seek to conquer the world, or as large a share
of it as possible. Capitalism is based upon
exploitation of labor through profit, interest
and rent. Communism abolishes exploitation
entirely, but it must do so within each nation.
The methods of capitalist imperialism being
conquest, subjugation and exploiation, it
must expand. It pays. It enriches the capi-
talists of the conquering nations. In addi-
tion to the exploitation of their workers at
home, they are enabled to exploit millions of
workers in other lands, either directly, or in-
directly by forcing the native ruling classes
to give up a share of what they exploit from
their workers. Japan is in that situation now.

Communism does_not, and cannot, work
that way. Moreover, the workers of each na-
tion must themselves establish communism.
Workers of other lands cannot do it for them.
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If they don’t do it for themselves, commu-
nism will never be established.

That the Soviet Union would aid and stand
by the workers anywhere they try to set up
their own rule (just like American capitalism
is helping Chinese capitalism now) goes with-
out saying. It is a realization of this which
is back of the “hate Russia” campaign. That
is what all the stink is about.

Imperialist armies, in the name of democ-
racy, freedom, etc., will not hesitate to smash
a workers’ revolution. A Red army would
not stop such a revolution. The rich exploit-
ers of the world’s workers know this. That
is what Mr. Churchill and the British money
lords, and all their big Wall Street cousins
are yelling about. They fear the spread of
communism throughout the world. Indeed,
the leftward trend in Europe, mild and all as
it is in most cases, has them in a panic. They
would like to drum up a holy war against the

Soviet Union, in the name of saving Christian
civilization (but in reality to protect their
plunder racket). By that means they believe
they could stave off Communism for another
fifty years or more.

It is they who have already conquered
most of the world. The British and Amer-
ican empires now dominate more than half
of the world’s surface, all of its oceans and
most of its sky. There is only one power
strong enough to challenge this monopoly—
the Soviet Union, with its expanding influ-
ence and its millions of working class allies in
every land. ‘

If the millionaire exploiters of the victor-
ious nations can only unite, and if they can
rally the remnants of Fascism in western
Europe (Germany and Spain, for instance),
and Nationalist China, and if they can use
the hostility of the Social Democrats and

other Soviet haters, all may not yet be lost.

Every parasitic institution, from the Holy
Roman Catholic Church to the Holy Rollers,
from every racketeer and gangster of the
underworld to their political friends of the
city halls, all parasites, large and small, will
rally to the defense of capitalism in its last
stand, its Ragnarok.

While the Soviet Union cannot, and would
not, conquer the world, the fundamental
principle underlying the U. S. S. R., socialized
industry and freedom from capitalist exploi-
tation, will sweep the world.

Ever increasing numbers of workers
throughout the world are preparing for the
final conflict. The workers of each nation
will “‘settle matters with their own bour-
geoisie.” This is the only form of world con-
quest now possible, a freeing of the world
from all conquerors and exploiters of its
people.

John Keracher,

MOTORCADE AGAINST THE

CURRENT

(Continued from page 2)
needs. In this group, we will
find many of the nation’s hardest
workers. They work in factories,
fields, mines and forests, where
work is hard and pay is low.
They can produce much, but as
consumers they fall down. Their
wages limit their consuming abil-
ity. The in-between group, the
50 per cent who hold the 23 per
cent of the savings, no doubt will
be using some of it to satisfy
their wants. But here, too, it is
possible that a great many look

to their savings as a means of in-

vestment. They would like to
buy shares of stock in the nation’s
productive equipment. Some

would like to buy farms or addi-
tions to the ones they have. Oth-
ers would like to start an inde-
pendent business or expand the
ones they have. In short, many
of these people can be seen as
potential expanders of the na-
tion’s productive equipment with-
out much question as to who shall
be the ultimate consumer of the
increased production.

There is at present speculation
as to- what most of the people
with substantial savings will do.
Will they try to buy into shares

of stock in prevailing equip-

ment? Or will they go in for
the building of new additions? In
the first case they would bid up

prices on the stock market and
cause inflation in the price
structure of existing equipment.
In the second case they would
contribute to an industrial build-
ing boom with the future pros-
pect of stagnation from lack of
markets for the goods which the
increased productive equipment
would be capable of turning out.
It is most likely that both fields
of investment will be wused, and
the upswing will be general. This,
however, will by no means pre-
vent that dreaded thing, the
crash, which has always followed
industrial boom.

U. S. News for June 22 has this
to say on the subject: “Depres-
sion, likely to follow the present
surge of buying once the pent-up
demand for goods is filled, may
come more quickly than has been

indicated.”

Many a capitalist sees this eco-
nomic reality at work. All he
can do is to try and safeguard his
business by an ample supply of
liguid cash, by not going into
debt too deeply, and, most of all,
trying to get his share while the
going is good. He can do noth-
ing either as an individual or in
conjunction with his class to
change the course.

Labor, too, sees the trend. Or-
ganized labor has, since long be-
fore V-J Day, warned about the
approaching crises. It has formu-
lated the theory that workers’
income, wages, must be advanced
so that consumer  purchasing
power should keep pace with
productive advancement. Labor
has tried to put its theory into

(Continued on page 8)
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THE PROLETARIAN PARTY

Its Principles and Program

(Continued from last issue.)

Capitalist school “education” and inculcated prejudices make the
organized labor movement victims of deceit and betrayal on the po-
litical field. Their top-lofty, high paid officials, many of whom have
grown rich and arrogant, are but the henchmen of Wall Street’s
capitalist imperialism. Their scheme is to keep the workers look-
ing to the political parties of big business for legislation favorable
to the working class. Therefore, no real progress is made, just pal-
liatives and promises which leave the workers as bad off, or worse,
than before.

It is time that organized labor broke with its anciernt policy of
supporting “good’ enemies against bad enemies, Political “friends”
of labor within the Republican and Democratic parties are supported
and ‘“enemies” are opposed on election days. By this “practical”
maneuver the organized workers are led into the political sheep
pens of Wall Street. The longer the workers stick to this outworn
political course, the longer will they be pushed around and left
“holding the bag” by the very system which they help to uphold.

While recognizing those political shortcomings of organized labor,
the Proletarian Party has given, and will continue to give, unstinting
support to the workers in their day to day struggle with the employ-
ing class for better conditions of employment, more wages and
shorter hours.

The workers, as yet, do not understand that with their present
weapons and plans of battle they are foredoomed to defeat, but
they will learn as a consequence of those defeats. Stricken to the
ground they will rise again stronger than before. Capitalism will
force them to organize politically, as it has done in most other coun-
tries, and it will force their political action into revolutionary chan-
nels, because the workers, as a class, so long as the profit system
remains, cannot rise with the progress of industry but only fall.

What Will a Workers’ Revolution Achieve?

With the overthrow of capitalism and the introduction of a new
social system, a classless society, there would be tremendous changes
and almost unlimited possibilities for advancing the welfare of all.

While we cannot give details in advance of this development, the
approximate results would be as follows: (1) The abolition of pov-
erty. (2) The abolition of the mass murder known as war. (3) Tre-
mendous expansion of production through the removal of the ob-
struction of profit making, the workers having the opportunity of
consuming the bulk of what they produce. (4) The disappearance
of panics and unemployment, as in the event of overproduction the
people would simply cut working hours, or take a holiday until con-
sumption overtook production, at least until the surplus was greatly
reduced. (5) The elimination of the costs of armies and navies
(a burden now met by the capitalists out of surplus values exploited
from the workers). (6) Enormous reduction in crime through the
removal of its main cause, poverty, and consequently a reduction
or elimination of police, judges, jailers, and other prison expendi-
ture. (7) Reduction in general waste, such as competitive adver-
tising and other non-essentials.
Life Abundant

With the tremendous saving that could be effected by abolishing
all the above non-essential costs and the elimination of the rich para-
sites, 1. e., the present generation of capitalists, who waste so much
without producing anything useful, the people could have just as
much as they desired to produce, within the limitations of the degree
of existing productivity.

Consumption, now on a starvation minimum for the toiling masses,
many of whom are often not even permitted to produce, could be
extended to great proportions, permitting the use of so much which
the wages of present day workers make impossible of attainment.

The former parasites (when able-bodied and mentally fit) would
have to work for their own living, and likewise their army of ser-
vants (flunkies, butlers and other retainers) would be transferred
to useful labor and thus cut down further on the working hours of
all.

Having outlined above the principles and practices of the Prole-
tarian Party and set forth what the objective of the Party is, we
hereby urge all working men and women who are in agreement with
us to become dues paying members, to join the ranks of the Prole-
tarian Party.

(Adopted by the Proletarian Party at its National Convention, at
Chicago, May 30, 31 and June 1, 1946.)
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HOME SCENE

(Continued from page 3
the midst of plenty, are a strictly
capitalist phenomenon. Poverty
stems from riches.
KKK

An offscouring of the post-war
is the rebirth of the Ku Klux
Klan. This white chauvinist,
anti - Negro, anti - Semitic, anti-
Catholic and anti-Labor organi-
zation is gearing itself, once
again, to “ridin’ high and wide,’
sowing seeds of race and section-
al hate. Recently it has reorga-
nized in Georgia, holding a num-
ber of meetings. Many pecple
regard this outfit as extremely re-

“actionary and un-American.

Yet the House Committee on
un-American activities found it
expedient NOT to conduct any
probe of the KKK, for the pres-
ent, because ‘there was not
enough evidence to warrant
such.” Why not? Isn’t there
enough historical evidence con-
nected with its acts of terror in
the past, its corruption, beatings
and killings, to warrant investi-
gating? What about the black
chapter in the Klan’s history of
the post-war 20s’? Or the earlier
terroristic acts against the “eman-
cipated” Negroes following the
Civil War?

.But it is naive to expect action
on the part of an investigating
committee; an offspring of that
‘notorious red-baiting Dies Com-
mittee, itself anti-labor, to probe
a brother anti-labor group. In-
deed that is not the purpose of
its existence. Un-Americanism,
in its eyes, is anything which
stands opposed to capitalism. The
labor movement must be kept
from growing stronger. Unity
must be prevented. Hate, bias,
supremacy, division bet'ween
White and Negro is MUST for
the maintenance of the capitalist
order. That is the credo of the
KKK order. That is also the
credo of the un-American Activi-
ties Committee. Capitalism and
all its stands for is to both, Amer-
icanism.

* * *
Supreme Court Row

The “iron curtain” around the
Supreme Court was pierced by a
hot blast, on June 10, from Asso-
ciate Justice Robert H. Jackson,
presently on leave as America’s
Chief Prosecutor at the Nuern-
berg Trial of War Criminals.
Justice Jackson categorically
charged one of his colleagues on
the bench, Justice Black, with
action undermining the ‘“honor”
of the Court.

Precisely, the controversy over
the Jewell Ridge Coal decision,
better known as the portal-to-
portal pay case, in which the
United Mine workers won, is the
surface cause of the dispute. The
miners were represented by
Black’s former law partner,
Crampton Harris. The decision
was rendered over 13 months
ago. It was one of the Supreme
Court’s famous *“five to four”

votes in favor of the mine work-
ers. ‘The timing of Jackson's
long shot is ascribed, by some, to
his failure to receive the appoint-
ment of Chief Justice of the
Court.

Because Crampton Harris was
a former law partner of Justice
Black (partnership severed over
20 vears ago) in the opinion of
Jackson, the participation of
Black in the rendering of the
decision was not in conformity
with traditional judicial policy.
That policy being that whenever
a case is brought Dbefore the
Court where one of its members
is an interested party, directly or
remotely, that justice does not
participate. The reputation of
the Court “for nonpartisan and
unbiased decision” must be safe-
guarded.

Jackson appears to be defend-
ing the integrity and impartiality
of the Court. One would, there-
fore, gather that the policy of dis-
interested judgment is an estab-
lished one which Black has vio-
lated. Is that so? No! Many
cases can be cited such as the
Black affair.

For instance, former Chief Jus-
tice Stone wasn't questioned
when he sat in on a case involv-
ing the North American Co.,
whose legal business was handled
by a law firm with which Stone
was formerly connected.

Former Justice Roberts sat in
on cases involving the American
Tel. & Tel., in which firm he is
a director.

Jackson, himself, sat in on
cases in which his former Assist-
ant Solicitor General, Fahy, par-
ticipated, one of which was the
very controversial case, the Jew-
ell Ridge Coal.

All these instances indicate
that other justices, too, have been
“guilty”” of similar practice.

But, then, this is a technicality
that unavoidably springs from
class society. No justice, how-
ever pure and honorable, can
escape the effects of his environ-
ment, in which business is the
dominant element.

Not elected, but appointed
through the Presidency, these
men have no responsibility to, nor
connection with, the electorate,
but are put there by special and
influential business interests for
their loyalty and reliability in up-
holding the inviolability of prop-
erty.

In defending the sacredness of
private property, and delivering
the majority decision in the case
of Ames vs. Union Pacific Com-
pany, on Nov. 12, 1894, Justice
Brewer stated as follows: ‘“He
may have made his fortune by
dealing in slaves, as a lobbyist,
or in any other way obnixious to
public condemnation; but, if he
has acquired the legal title to his
property, he is PROTECTED IN
ITS POSSESSION, and cannot be
disturbed until the receipt of the
actual cash value.” (Emphasis

mine.) ,

From John Jay, the first Chief
Justice, to the present, all, with-
out exception, represented the
propertied classes. They are se-
lected, not because of their
knowledge of law, but with cer-
tain anticipation that they would
interpret the law favorably to
those interests who sponsored
their appointment.

John Jay largely represented
the landholders when they were
the important section of the rul-
ing class; Chief Justice Taney
represented Southern slaveocracy
when they had a foothold in the
nation; Chief Justice Waite,
when the railroads were the driv-
ing force; Chief Justices Fuller
and White, during the period of
growth of large corporations;
Hughes was a public utilities ser-
vant, and so on, down the line.

While appointments have gen-
erally followed the line of party
patronage, exceptions have been
known to take place. President
Truman, a Democrat, recently
appointed Burton, a Republican.
Former President Taft, Republi-
can, appointed as Chief Justice,
a Democrat, White. Despite the
crossing of party lines, the class
affiliation has always remained
true to capital.

Beneath the immediate issue,
between Jackson and Black, is
the greater division between a
“liberal” and conservative bloc.
On the “liberal” side are Justices
Black, Murphy, Douglas, Rut-
ledge and Reed ; on the conserva-

tive are Jackson, Frankfurter and

the rest. The “liberal” bloc is
the more flexible, more in line
with government regulation, yet
within the framework of proper-
ty interests.

The conservative members are
generally the free-enterprisers,
the staid followers of what has
been. They look to the past, al-
ways to a precedent

In his day, John Marshall, the
“father” of the Court, who
reigned for 34 years, was such a
conservative. In delivering the
decision on the ‘“‘Antelope” case
he said: ‘“Slavery, then, had its
origin in force, but as the world
has agreed that it is a legitimate
result of force, the state of
things which is thus produced by
general consent, cannot be pro-
nounced unlawful.”

Wage workers, too, have had
the “law books” thrown at them.
For didn’t the Supreme Court le-
galize the “kidnapping” of union
leaders Haywood, Moyer and
Pettibone ? In the Danbury Hat-
ters’ Case, was not the Sherman
anti-trust law used, and sanc-
tioned by the Court, against la-
bor? Many more such cases, es-
pecially against labor, could be
cited, throughout the history of
that body.

The present conflict within the
Court should dispel the halo that
has for so long surrounded its
members, and the institution. As
capitalism’s appointees, they are
tried and true savants of proper-
ty interests. They are usually
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former corporation lawyers, and
at least one corruption lawyer
has landed on the bench. That
was Justice James Wilson, on the
first Court list, who died a fugi-
tive from justice.

As far as the workers are con-
cerned, the inner squabbles of the
Supreme Court are of little conse-
qguence to them. They must un-
derstand that this pretended im-
partiality is but a mere sham. In
practice the Court is connected,
by a thousand and one threads,
with business. Laws are, basic-
ally, in support of property. They
are made, and interpreted, in the
interest of the exploiting class.

L. B.

Bits and Skits

(Continued from page 3)
Franco’s Fascist government) has
ruled “wisely and well,”” no one
can dispute. But wisely and well
for whom? By what standards?
By that of the large landed estate
holders, that of the Pope and the
K. of C. Franco's was a political
system of violence, modeled after
the Hitler pattern, intimidating
and brutalizing the Spanish
masses into a state of slave ac-
quiescence. ‘This is the ‘“wise”
government that the K. of C. is
defending.

1t objects to the U. N. Sub-
Committee’s recognition that
there are “two rival Spanish gov-
ernments in existence.” Yet, the
whole world knows that the
Catholic hierarchy openly sup-
ported, with all its religious and
political might, the Polish gov-
ernraent in exile in London, while
a real provisional polish govern-
ment was functioning right on
Polish soil.

Why the difference in atti-
tude? It is simply because the
Polish provisicnal government
was a democratic people’s choice,
opposed to the rich landlords and
capitalists. .

If anything is to be deplored
and criticized on the part of the
1. N. Sub-Committee, it is lack of
action. Its stand was wishy-
washy, reminiscent, in a manner,
of the non -intervention policy
during the Spanish Civil War.
Appeasement of Fascism is an aid
toe it.

Rank and file Catholics should
recognize in this K. of C. appeal
on behalf of reaction, that it is
synonymous with reaction itself.
The interests of the hierarchy of
the Church, as of its defense or-
ganizations, are not identical
with the interests of the mass of
Catholics. Those who seek ““jus-
tice” for Fascist hangmen, and
their governments, are them-
selves Fascist-minded. For “birds
of a feather flock together.”

R. Daniels.

In Shanghai, there were huge
anti-American demonstrations
and crowds paraded through the
city’s streets with placards urging
the Marines to “go home’” and
assailing ‘““dollar diplomacy.”’—
Chicago Sun, Sunday, June 30.
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HOW STRONG IS LABOR?

(Continued from page 2)
comprise approximately 85 per
cent of the population? The an-

of the means of production by
the capitalist is upheld and main-
tained by its political power—the
State. The latter is, therefore,

which capital maintains the ex-
ploitatien of labor.

- But to be exploited, that is to
work for wages, is a very painful
coandition, - particularly when
wages fall below the bare level

“favorable’ of conditions, as in
periods of so-called prosperity,
workers . are - exploited, for the
harder they work the more prof-
its they produce for the capital-
ist class.- Thusthe workers make

full well that is the only way to

But: the " capitalist class is noto-
rieus: i ‘not . being inclined 'to
share its wealth with those who
produced it.- Here we find oppos-

to.day aspect of the class strug-

strikes, capital and labor collide,
and the former is compelled, at
times, to call upon the “media-
tor”’—the government—to ‘“‘mod-
erate” the force of these colli-

plenty of examples of such strug-
gles ‘and whenever any heads
were broken, as a result of such
collisions, it was mainly those of
the workers. The police, at
every strike-bound plant, are not
there to protect the striking
workers, but are the means by
which capital maintains both its
economic and political supremacy
over labor.

Some of the liberals, of course,
recognize the existence of the
class struggle. But the liberals,
who are nothing else but a section
of the capitalist class—the petty
bourgeoisie — attempt to ‘‘cor-
rect” Marx (as Lenin had point-
ed out) by making it appear that
the State is an organ for the re-
conciliation of classes. Lenin em-
phatically points out, citing En-
gels as an authority, that the
State is a product of the irrecon-
cilability of class antagonisms.
And recent events have certainly
added further proof of this Marx-
ian contention when the govern-
ment came out and threatened
the striking workers, particular-
ly the railroad workers, with its
armed force. A peculiar form of
“reconciliation,” to say the least.
A parallel could be drawn from
“romantic”’ novels — a shotgun
marriage.

But we still have to answer the
guestion: “How strong is labor?”
Labor’s might lies in its numer-
ical strength and the fact that it
is the only productive force in so-
ciety. Without the collective ef-

production would be paralyzed.

the strikers have amply
demonstrated.
class, however, although in the
swer is axiomatic, the ownership minority, was able by the use of
its political institution—the State
—to force labor back to work
and start the wheels of industry
in motion again.
also the instrument by means of trick the bosses played on us,
some workers may exclaim. True
enough, it’s not the first time nor
will it be the last.
what has happened is not without
its lessons.

What a dirty

Nevertheless,

Already sentiment is rising in
of subsistence. Even in the most the ranks of the labor unions for
completely breaking with the
capitalist political :
Democratic and Republican. -Most
of the .s'o—c_alled friends of labor
in Congress have thoroughly ex-
posed themselves. '
demands for wage increases upon growing daily for a labor party.
the: owners of industry; knowing Some of the top. leaders, however,
fne tryving to stifle thls sentiment
keep  up ‘their standard of living. bv ap010g1z1ng for President_ Tru-
in the rallroad
_ saying he was “ill- ad-
vised” and did he not veto that
reactionary Case bill, etc. Be that
ing economic interests in the day as it may, the fact remains that
( the Truman administration will
gle. "It often breaks out into not be able to live down its “ill
Organized labor

Sentiment is

man 'S actlons

advised action.”
gropingly, )
forced inexorably by conditions
engendered within the capitalist
it will be
sions.  History has given U§__wf9}/3§”d to strlke out for real in-
dgpendent Workmg class politlcal
How soon this will mate-
rialize is a conjecture but it is
inevitable.

The road to workers’ freedom
from exploitation and class op-
pression should now be more dis-
cernable to greater numbers. It
lies through the conquest of po-
litical power that has for its aim
the collective ownership of the
ire wealth of the nation,
natm’al resources and its means
of production.
cannot be achieved by reforming
because the profit
system has long ago outlived its
Furthermore,
capitalist class will do its utmost
to hold on to its economic su-
The workers must es-
tablish their own political su-
premacy, by means of a working
class movement, in order to over-
throw the rule of the exploiting
Only by a complete social
change will labor be able to bring
an end to poverty and usher in a
new social order with abundance
, is inevitable,
but only when it is accomplished
can labor really call itself strong!

Al Wysocki.

capitalism,

usefulness.

Don’tMisunderstand Mr. Bevin

Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin
of Britain, speaking before the
Labor Party Conference recent-
“The agitation of the
U. S. and particularly New York
for 100,000 Jews to be put in
forts of labor, the machinery of Palestine—and I hope it will not
be misunderstood in America if

International Notes

(Continued from page 1)

The three top parties have
again formed a coalition. Of the
24 cabinet posts, only two are in
the hands of independents. The
other 22 are divided as follows:
Catholics 9, Communists 7, So-
cialists 6. This setup represents
the third provisional regime since
the liberation from the Nazis.
Prior to World War 2, the “fall”
of French governments was a
common thing. Judging from
present events these falls are
likely to occur quite often before
a stable regime will be set up.
The workers are strong enough
to prevent the capltahst class
from setting up their dictator-
Shlp, but no strong enough for

the time being to set up their own

proletarian dictatorship.  This
situation may preyail for some
time with the resultant turmoil
coming ‘from thls equal lelSlOl’l
of forces.
Italy

On ‘June 2 another monarchy
was discarded into the ashcan of
history. By a vote ‘of approxi-
niately 12 to 10 million, the Ital-
ans decided that they had had
enough of that hangover from
feudal times. Traditions die
hard. On June 11 a pro-monar-
chist demonstration of some 10,-
000 people tried to burn the six-
story building belonging to the

—C€aommunist Party of Naples. The

police fought the crowd for sev-
eral hours. The Communists bar-
ricaded themselves in their build-
ing and fought back. The build-
ing was saved. These monarchist
demonstrators were merely doing
the bidding of the big landowners
of the south who fear land re-
forms may take their property
away. The industrial north
where the bulk of the country’s
industry is located voted for the
republic, wh ile the agrarian
south voted for the monarchy.
While the bourgeois press gen-
erally hailed the victory of the
republic they also sighed a
breath of relief at the showing
of the leftist parties. Of the 556
seats in the Italian Constituent
Assembly, the Communists cap-
tured 107 and the Socialists 116.
Together they represent 40 per
cent of the electorate. The win-
ner was the Christian Democratic
Party with 207 seats. Some thirty

.1 say it with the purest of mo-

tives—was because they did not
want too many of them in New
York.”

In truth, who can question in
the least the purity of motive of
this “labor-imperialist,” who, like
Churchill, is not out to liquidate
the British Empire but to save
it? His remark might have sug-
gested anti-semitism. But anti-
semitism is a modern by-product
of imperialism. And whoever
understands imperialism, partic-
ularly the British kind, can cer-
tainly not misunderstand Mr.

Bevin. R. Daniels.

parties are represented in the
new assembly. Fascism is not
dead in Italy. It is openly rep-
resented by the Uomo RQualunque
(Common Man) Party. This or-
ganization, headed by the fascist
playwright, Guglielmo Giannini,
captured 30 seats and is the fifth
largest party. In some quarters,
Giannini is referred to as the new
Duce. He was a member of the
Fascist Party from 1941 until the
fall of Mussolini. His newspaper
is said to have a circulation of
800,000, which is more than the
combined coverage of Rome’s 23
dailies. In all probability his ‘fi-
nancial support 'is coming from
the samé group that supported
Mussolini.

The food Situation in Ttaly is
still acute. The daily bread ra-
tion has been reduced to 290
grams. Food riots had continded

to increase even prior‘to ‘this re-

duction. There is no immediate

Telief of this situation’in’ ‘sight.

The clothing sitiiation ‘has’'been
greatly = alléviated by bundies
coming from America, from

friends and relatives.  ‘Robberies

are common things.’ Large, well
organized gangs someétimes ‘en-
gage in pitched battles with po-
lice and get away with their loot.
In Sicily, kidnapings of rich in-
dustrialists and landowners is a
big business. Ransoms of over

. $50,000 have been paid for the

release of these men.
The Constituent Assemb 1 y
which convenes June 24 will
have these and many other prob-
lems to contend with. They will
elect a president or head of gov-
ernment to head this transitory
government which may last less
than a year. The present cabinet
will resign and a new one will be
appointed by the president. In
all probability it will be a coali-
tion government as no one party
is strong enough to take respon-
sibility of control. .The Socialist
Party has rejected the plea of fu-
sion with the Communist Party,
but has agreed to cooperate with
the Communists *“for working
class objectives.” The Communist
Party, as part of its tactics, is de-
nying that it is opposed to Cathol-
icism, or even private property.
Recently in their newspaper,
Unita, was headlined: “In Russia
Private Property Is More Stable
and Widespread Than in Any
Other Country.” This is outright
opportunism or ignorance. Pri-
vate property as understood by
the Marxist is that which is used
by man to exploit man, that is,
the exploitation of the worker by
the capitalist because of the lat-
ter’s ownership of the means of
production. Ownership of any-
thing for personal use such as an
automobile, house, clothes, ete., is
not private property. No man
can exploit his fellow man in the
Soviet Union, but he can own as
many personal things as he is ca-
pable of earning through his
work. C. B.
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Labor Party

The traditional political action
of the American workers since
the 1880’s has been that of ‘“re-
warding labor’s friends and pun-
ishing its enemies.” This is the
policy of voting for and support-
ing candidates of capitalist par-
ties who promise to work for re-
forms favorable to labor and to
oppose those candidates who are
against labor. The A. F. of L.
has always adhered to this polit-
ical line, and it is also the offi-
cial political policy of the CIO.
In fact, the latter organization
has perfected an elaborate ma-
chine to better carry out this pol-
icy, the Political Action Com-
mittee. ‘

Selecting candidates of capital-
ist parties for support or condem-
nation has been the main polit-
ical expression of the American
labor unions, it is true, but has
not always been the only policy.
On various occasions, from the
beginning of the 19th century un-
til recent times, local, and some-
times national, labor political or-
ganizations have come into the
field, separate and apart from
the political parties of capitalism.
These were made up and sup-
p‘orted entirely by workers, with
a program designed to conform
to the needs of the working class.
Sometimes the “abolition of capi-
talism” has been emphasized as
their ultimate aim. The outstand-
ing examples were the early lo-
cal parties of working men, as
for example, the Workingmen’s
Party of 1830.

These were genuine expres-
sions of American labor as dis-
tinet from several attempts at the
formation of a labor party from
the top like the Farmer-Labor
Party of 1923, ete.

As American capitalism ad-
vanced, reforms were instituted,
drawing the teeth of the young
labor parties, stealing their thun-
der, as it were. The parties of
capitalism—R e publican and
Democratic—have been peculiar-
ly flexible. In this relation, the
political palliatives of the New
Deal outdid even the best of the
European Social-Democratic or
“Labor” parties.

Of late years, capitalism in the
United States has reached the
stage where reforms are becom-
ing more and more impossible.:,
making it necessary for the capi-
talist government to cut down on
the expensive welfare schemes
and even to dispense with much
pretense at “democracy.” More
of the real governing is invested
in selected people, appointed on
boards and commissions by the
President or Congress, without
regard for democratic procedure.
This was particfxlarly evidenced
* during World War 11, wherein we
witnessed the creation of such
agencies as the War Labor Board,
the OPA, etc.

The social legislation of the
New Deal during the depression

vears of the 1930’s and the seem-
ing success of the “reward and
punish” policy strengthened this
idea, but the recent actions of
President Truman and his admin-
istration (who got the support of
the AFL and the CIO during the
election period) has been a blow,
giving voice to some sentiment
for independent political action
as distinct from the old capitalist
parties. This sentiment, of late,
is not only crystallizing at the
top of the organized labor move-
ment but at the bottom as well,
wherein it has manifested itself
much earlier.

The Proletarian Party points
out and stresses that: “The polit-
ical action of the working class is
determined by the economic
needs of that class. And since
the economic needs of the prole-
tariat must ultimately lead to a
struggle for the conquest of the
economic resources, the machin-
ery of production and the prod-
ucts, it follows that proletarian
political action must of necessity
be revolutionary. While capital-
ism, like any other social system,
rests upon an economic founda-
tion, its ownership is upheld and
maintained by political power.”
(Proletarian Lessons, J. Kera-
cher, p. 16.)

We further declare that a gen-
uine “Labor party” can only
spring from the organized section
of the American working class.
We know full well that the ma-
jority of workers have not yet
seen the necessity of revolution-
ary political action; therefore,
any expression of independent
working class political action is
bound to be more or less reform-
istic ir character. But if it should
result in a third party, i. e., a la-
bor party, it would be a step for-
ward because it would mean—in
spite of its reformistic character
—a complete break with the cap-
italist parties such as the Demo-
cratic and Republican.

The workers of Great Britain
have gone to the left through the
British Labor Party, which is far
in advance of the American
workers. But the reforms advo-
cated by the British Labor Party
have not abolished the exploita-
tion of labor by capital, proving
further the need for revolution-
ary political action. This is all
the more necessary when one
takes under consideration the
fact that the colonial peoples are
also kept under subjection
through Britain’s imperial poli-
cies, continued by its “labor im-
perialists”’—the Atlees and Bev-
ins. We warn the American labor
movement not to make a similar
blunder, but to resolutely go for-
ward toward complete expropria-
tion of the capitalist class.

The Proletarian Party sees
much value in election cam-
paigns, and in working-class par-
ticipation in legislative bodies,
mainly, however, as a means of

enlightening the workers and
thereby bringing the class issue
to a head. It, moreover, clearly
understands the limitations of
elections, as well as their value.
Therefore, it does not seek to
create illusions in the minds of
the workers that capitalism can
be voted out or bought out, as do
certain existing parties.

The struggle for the possession
of the machinery of production
and its products is a revolution-
ary political struggle. The capi-
talists will do their utmost to
maintain their economic suprem-
acy for it insures them a life of
ease and luxury. In this struggle
history has revealed that the ex-
ploiters of labor do not hesitate
to make use of their “public pow-
er of coercion”’—the government
or State — against the working
class. The road to the emanci-
pation of labor is through the
conquest of political power, by
the workers setting up their own
State machinery — a working-
class dictatorship against their
exploiters.

The Proletarian Party con-
tends that the workers, as a class,
must understand their historic
role, and must recognize the in-
sufficiency of reforms and con-
sciously participate in independ-
ent revolutionary political action
which has for its objective the
abolition of the capitalist system.
It urges all workers who have
come to this realization to be-
come members of the Proletarian
Party, in order to speed the day
when the exploiting profit system
—with its poverty for the masses

and slaughterfests known as
LAE e

MOTORCGADE AGAINST THE
GURRENT

(Continued from page 5)
practice by demanding wage
boosts. The capitalists did not
see eye to eye with labor. They
resisted all substantial wage in-
creases. Strikes brought a few
advantages but also the excuse
for more price advances.

The present new wave of price
advances will put labor back fur-
ther than it was before the strikes
got under way. It makes little
difference who blames who for
being the cause. The trend is
undeniably here. The free enter-
prise system is capable of produc-
ing if customers are at hand. If
the government steps in and buys
about one-half of total produc-
tion machinery can be kept run-
ning. A substantial curtailment
of such buying will soon put a
crimp in production.

A motorcade to Washington
could be ten times as long as the
present one. It could give the au-
thorities ample time to work on
the problem. But it could not for
long stem the trend of capitalist
production. This trend is regu-
lated by economic law and not by
political maneuvering, not by
mere striking at effects. Try
again! ‘

C. Jelset.

World Wars — shall be forever
banished from this earth.

(Adopted by the Proletarian-
Party at its National Convention
at Chicago, May 30, 31 and June
1, 1946.)
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