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Militant Worker
Barred as Citizen

A Communist connot become a citizen
of the United States! The Federal Court
of Appeals for the Third Circuit, sitting
in Philadelphia, decided, April 17, against
the admission of Communists io citizen-
ship. The court sustained the revocation
of ecitizenship of a member of the Com-
munist Party by the District Court of
FPittsburgh.

The victim of this piece of class justice
is John Tapolesanyl, a Hungarian Com-
munist of Herminie, Fa. Tapolesanyi re-
ceived his citizenship papers in 1920 but
the interception of a lefier to his hrother,
a Hungarian policeman, was used as the
pretext for the revocation of his citizen-
ship papers. 1In his letter he told his
brother that he (John) was a Commun-
ist and he ¢alled his brother a murderer
for shooting down striking workers, This
wis exeuse enough for the labor hating
federal courts to withdraw his citizen-
ship.

The decizion of the Federal Court of
Appeals that a Communist cannoet be-
come i citizen and that a Communist’s
citizenship papers can be revoked mere-
ly for his political views becomes ex-
tremely important in view of the pro-
posed alien registration and deportatien
bills. It will now be possible for the
reactivnarics o withdraw the citizonship
of any militant worker and then to de-
port him cut of the United States, per-
haps to his death In some countly where
faseist terror is raging wildly. And yet
the A. F. of L. Executive Couneil recent-
ly endorsed the wvicions anti-alien bills
and is of course in complete svmpathy
with any measures against the Commun-
ists. The workers of this country must
awaken to the danger of the growing
attack of the forees of reaction upon
their rights and must form a united front

to defend their interests against the cap--

italists.

Mass Meeting
Against Injunctions

On Friday evening, April 21, the Com-
munist Party (Majority Group} held a
mass meeting in protest against the con”
vietion of 38 striking shoeworkers who
cpenly violated the sweeping injunction
taken out by the Benjamin & Schwartz
8hee Co. against the Independent Shoe
Workers Union. The mesting, which was
held at Stuyvesant Casing, constituted
an important step in the campaign being
waged by members of the CP-Majority
_Group against the growing menace of
injunction rale to the labor movement.
A stirring resolution was unanimously
adopted greeting the prisoners in jail,
among them being Sidney Jenas, 1. Zim-
merman and Edward Wright, members
of the Majority Group, calling for a
united miovement of mass resistance to
injunctions and condemning ithe propos-
ed appointment of “Yellow Dog® Judge
Parker to the Supreme Court bench. The
speakers 1ncluded Ben Gitlow, Roger
Baldwin, Joseph Maungeri, Bertram D.
Wolfe, Edward Marshall and Bert Mil-
ler. Charles 5. Zimmerman presided.
The CP-Majority Group iz the first or-
ganization which has thus far shown cor-
rect initiative in mobilizing the workers
arcund this important issue,

Down Tools on May Day!

Out in Masses on Rutgers Square!

Hoover’s “permanent prosperity™ has exploded! Millions of unemployed are tramp-

This MAY DAY ISSUE of Kev-
olutiomary Age is a SPECIAL 1s-
sue for hroad mass distribution
beforé and on May Darx. It does
not replace amy regular issue of
Revolutionary Age but is in addi-
tion te the reguar issues, For those
readers who see Revolufionary Age
for the first time in this issuc we
want to explain that the regular
issue of - Hevolutionary Age is &
larpe 12-page tabloid, full of the
most important information and
material on the working class
movement 1im this ecouniry and
thruout the world. It is a paper
for every intelligent worker! Read
Revolutionary Age!

ing the steets and crowding the bread lines.

ers of this country.

Acute auffering prevails among the work-

In a country bulging with wealth we see the most terrible conditons

of abject peverty. Wages are being ¢ut and part-time employment established in most in-

dustries.

Capitalist reaction is growing more brutal every day,

Strikes arc being smashed

in the most vicious manner. The unemployed are being clubbed and imprisoned everywhere.

American imperialism is spreading its bloody rule over Latin America, over the Philip-

pines, in Asia, everywhere,

The growing rivalry between Grear Britain and the U, S. As

for the hegemony of the world is laying the basiz for the outbresk of a werld war of un-
heard of proportions. The United States government is taking the lead in preparing an at-

tack upon the Soviet Union.

It iz the front ranks in the “holy alliance’ of impedalists, the

Pope, the bishops and the rabbis in trying to indte the masses jnto an attack upos he
first workers governcent in the world,

Gandhi’s

March

Mass Revolt in India Grows

At the annual session towards the end
of Vecember ithe Indizn National Con-
gress decided to arganize a campaign of
passive resistance against the laws of the
British government as a step forward
in the struggle for freedom. The Con-
gress empowered its Executive Commit-
tee to determine when, where and how
this campaign of disobedience of the law
should take place. In its turn the Exccu-
tive granted dictatorial powers to Gand-
hi; he alope was entrusted with the
carryving out of the plan. He was sup-
posed to make the plan himself and to
lead the movement personally. In excr-
cising the {full powers thus given to him
Gandhi, accompanied by 40 young dis-
eiples, finally began his famous march.
It was his intention to march on foot 150
miles to the cvast and there to get salt
out of the sea-water against the British
law which forhids the private produe-
tion of salt.

The mazking and the distribution of
salt is & government monopoly in India.

The price of salf, which is relatively high,
15 therefore to large extent an indirect
tax. This tax iz bitterly hated by the
pogrer people who could easily got all
ihe =alt they want for nothing were they
only permitted té do so.  But the salt
tax brings considerable income into 1he
treasury and so there has been establish-
ed a speeial police foree to discover and
to punish viclators of the salt monopely.
A campaign on this field, seriounsly in-
tended aund correctly organized, eould
develap inte a powerful mass movenent
but Gandhi and the bourgeois politieans
as the head of the National Congress do
net want te develop a2 mass yhovement.
On the eontrary they are afraid of their
followers who are striving towards revol-
utionary struggle. They would gladly
find means of leading the movement
away into g harmless path. Gandhi’s
march waz indeed =0 orpanized as to
sabotage the strivings of the nationalist
masses for a revolutionary struggle for

{continued on pege 2).

The reactionary zbor buteaucrats, the So-
cialist Party leaders, are working avertime
w scrve the capitalists by hindering mili-
tant revelutionary action on the part of
the magses.

The discontent of the masses s growing.
Signs of this are -everywhere. In the trade
union the rank and file are beginning to
Eive expression te their discontent. The
unemplovment demonsations show that the
unemployed workers are ready to  fight
against unemplovment apd {for immediate
relief.

The unjity of the working cdass forces
is the best answer to the schemes to crnsh
the workers to the treacherous actions of
the reactionary officials of the A. F. of
L. and the treacherous leaders of the Social
ist Party,

To achieve this unity must be the first
task of the Communists. May Day, the day
of international solidarity of the working
clags, must be 2 demonsiration for prole-
tatian unity against the capitalists!

_Workers of all races, of all nationalisies.
Negro, white and yellow! May Day is vour
boliday! Down your tools! Leave the fac-
tories, munes and mills, by the hundreds of
thousands ond together with the millions
of unemployed demonstrate your solidarity
as a cass!  Demonstrate the might of your
nuttbers and your determination to fight to

(continued on page 2).

Harlem Tenants
Against Parker

In a special telegram addressed to
Senators Copeland and Wagner, the Har-
lern Tenants League, speaking in the
name of over 200 Negro workers of Now
York City, protested agzinst the appoint—
ment of Judge Parker to the Supreme
Court of the United Staies. The state-
ment of the Harlemy Tenants League
clearly points out that Judge Parker's
record shows him to be an enamy of
labor and of the Negro people. 1t calls
attention to his part in fixing the “vellow
dog” contract upon the Americun work-
¢rs and it brands him as a bitter oppon-
cint of the eivil and political rights of
the Negro. The statement concludes by
deelaring that the appeintment of Parker
ig only another step In exposing the hyp-
ocritical elaims of the Republican Party
as the protector of the Negra people.

The Harlets Tenants League has also
issued an appezl to the members of all
Nepro churches and fraternal societies
to join in the fight against the appoint-
ment of Parker.



Gandhi’s March Free the Framed-up Communists!

(continued from page 1)

freedom.

Before Gandhi began his performance
he indicated the basis thereof in a pomp-
ous letter te the English viceroy., He
demanded a number of reforms (all in
the interests of the bourgeoisie} and de-
clared that if these reforms were grant-
ed he would restrain the movement from
violation ¢f the law. He calied upon
the English viceroy to help him in his
desire to hold in leash the forees of
violence. The viceroy took no notiee
whatever of this letter. And then Gandhi
was forced to make some gesture in order
not to lose the confidence of the petty
bourgenis masses. At the same time
that he informed the British government
{25 he had promised to do) that he was
considering beginning an action in dis-
regard of the law, he also wrote that he
had to do this, otherwise it would be too
late to dominate the forces of vielence
which were raising their heads on all
sides. Thus, the purpose of the march
was clear from the very beginning, Gand-
hi himself made no seeret of it. The
government fearing thay Gandhi's march
would be the oceasion for mass demon-
strations, sent troops to the places under
consideration. On the first day thearve
gathered more than 20,000 people, crowad-
ing eround the small group about the
Mahatros. . But the Mahatma would lave
nothing to do with them and told them
t0 go home again—to pray that he should
reach his goal in an atmosphere of comn-
plete non-viclence. In the villages thry
which he passed the peasants waited
eagerly in the hope that the Mahatma

- would tel! them fo stop the payment of
vent and taxes. But the Mahatma did
nothing of the lkind. He made them
speeches on the virtue of nen-violenre.
Consequently the masses soon boegme dis-
appointed and lost considerable interest
in Gandhi’s performance. The unxest
and bitter discontent of the masscs has
burst thrz Gandhi's counter-revolutis-
ary attempts at suppression and riots
and clashes with the authorities have
taken place—directly against Gandhi
wishes and orders. In the beginning the
gavernment announced that it would ig-
nore the mareh of Gandhi and his disci-
ples but as the spontaneous force of the
Tnasses began to be felt, this attitude was
changed and the government has passad
more and more to a murderous suppras-
sion of any sign of resistance of the
masses. It is hard to tell what the con-
sequences of the mareh will be; in spite
of all Gandhi’s care and preachings a
mass rising on a large seale may burst
out and the way for a broad people’s
revolutionary struggle for frecdom open-
ed. But this will take place thru the
destruction of the influence of Gandhi
over the nationalist movement and the
simination of the illusions of Gandhism.

Meanwhile in a situation of secthing
discontent and brewing revolt there still
is no Compunist Party in India and the
Conimunist Interpational seems to have
no influence on the development of
events. With a Communist Party estab-
lished and = correct Leninist policy on
the national revolution (which the Com-
munist International ne lenger has at the
present time) the ¢vents in India could
become a pillar of fire in the onward
march of the world revolution. -

DOWN TOOLS ON MAY DAY!

(Continued from page 1)
free yousselves ifrom wunemployment, ex-
ploitation and imperialist war!

Demsonstrate your solidarity with the work-
ers of all countries. Join with them in the
itternational revolutionary struggle to wipe
out capitalism with its oppression, its bru-
tality and bloodshed, off the face of the
earth!

Demonstrate yvour selidarity with the work-
ers and farmers of the Soviet Unien! Lex
your demonstration be a fiming expression
of your leyalty to the Sovier Union, the
only workees government in the world! Be-
manstrate that you will fighe with alf your
might to beat back and to crush any attempt
on the part of he imperialist powers to at-
1ack end make war upon the Soviet Union
—the fatherland of all the workers of the
world!

A call for the unity of all workers
against the gathering forees of reaction
is the keynote of the statement issued by
the Cormmunist Party (Majority Group)
on the comviction of Comrades Foster,
Minor, Amster and Rayvmond.

“The railrocading of Foster, Minor,
Amter and Raymond,” the statement de-
clares, “to the penitentiary for 3 years
and the sending of Lester to the work-
house for 30 days. is the logical conclus-
ion of a capitalist frame-up against in-
nocent workers whosge only crime was
that they dared to take up the fight for
the unemployed in which they proposed
to the workers to march to City Hall to
petition Mayor Walker for unemploy-
ment relief.

The trial and conviciion of these work-
ers to long terms of impyisonment is only
another phase of the reactionary capital-
ist drive against the unemployed workers
and those who are uniting with them in
a fight that the government, local, state
and mational, inunediziely provide ade-
quate relief ro the milliens of starving
workers and their families.

“1t is anocther act in the brutal drama
of ctubbing, assauit, and brutality which
marked Clubber Whalen's breaking-up
of the impressive unemployment demon-
stration on March &, at Union Sguare.

“To the brutal police clubbing is now
added judicial clubbing gdministered in
a prejudiced court by capitalist judges
who are happy of the opportunity of
giving vent to their hatred of the work-
ing class to wreak vengeance upon the
leaders of the workers. -

“The denial of & jury trial by the
court of General Sesslons, the Chicago
slaughter-house speed in which the trial
was conducted by the three judges of
Special Sessions, the gag rule that was
applied in court to prevent the defend-
ants thru their own testimony and thru
numerous witnesses to show up the whale
dastardly role of Cessak Whalen and his
police 2t Union Square when they attack-
ed the workers and without any ¢ause
whatsoever clubbed them unmercifully,
proves that the verdict was prearyanged
by Wall Street’s Mayor Walker, Cossack
Whalen and the Courts.

“The trial from the point of view of

In the entire capitalist world today there
is starvation and sisery. Millions of work-
ars are unemployed. The demand for bread,
the demand for work and for relicf are met
with clubs, rifle-fire, machine gun bullets
and imprisonment In India, China, in Pal-
estine, in Egypt, in Haiti, in the Philip-
pines in MNicaragua, the imperralist powers,
thru bloody military occupation are teying
to keep in a state of subjugation the mil-
lions of workers and farmers who are being
robbed of their country and expleited for
the benefit of the bankers and industrial
barons of the imperialist countries!

Demonstrate youwr determination e end
the whole system of exploitativn and slav-
ery!

Workers! Demonsttate! Down  teols!
Make May Day a'mighty united demonsmra-
tion of the workers! BFake the capitalists
tremble at the might znd power of the
workers!  Ler May Day resound with the
slogans and demands of the workers:

Down with unemployment! Demand im-
mediate relic{ for the unemploved workers!

Down with imperialist war! Down with
the imperialist attacks upon the Sovier
Llnion!

For the refense of the ULS.5.R.!

For the recognition of the Soviet Union!

For a united front of labor against capi-
talist reaction! .

For the seven hour day!

Down with speed-up, wage-cuts and the
strike-breaking acts of the government!

Full social, racial and political eguality for
the Negroes!

For militant industgal wnionism!  For
transforming the trade unions into genuine
powerful industrial unions!

For a Labor Parcy!

For a Workers and Farmers Government!

Workers! Make the demonstration on
Rutgers Square and the parade to Union
Square in New York even more inspiring and
greater than the splendid parade and detmon-
stration in Union Square, May Day a vear
ago!

Workers!  Unite!  Fight for your class!
Win the World for the workery!

COMMUNIST PARTY of the 11.5.A.

{Majority Group)

impartiality was a faree. It was a trav-
esty upon justice. The arraignment of
the workers, their indietment, their trial,
was a mere formality in the carrying out
of the frame-up, to send these workers
to prison. These warkers just like Sacco
amd Vanzetti have becn framed-up be-
cause the capitalist rulers of the U. 5,
the Czars of Wall Street, hope thru such
frame-up to crush the movement of the
unemployed for relief.

“The conviction of these workers de-
mands the united action of all forces of
the working eclass for their immediate
release.

“The Communist Party { Majority
Group) therefore, calls upon all workers
and workers organizations to protest
against this latest and most shameful
{frame-up of inngeent workers.

“Tha Commupist Party { Majority

Group) calls upon all workers to link
up the demand for the inunediate free-
dom of Foster—as part of a nation-wide
campaign to free all those arrested and
imprisoned thruout the U. 8. in the numn-
arous demonstrations. If calls upen the
workers to make this campaign also a
nation-wide movement for the liberation
of the Gastonia frame-up victims, of
Mooney and Billings, the Centralia I W.
W. prisoners and all other ciass war
priseners behind the hars.

“The C-P Majority Group, calls up-
an all workers to make the movement on
Lehalf of the freedom of these workers
part of a natien-wide niovement of em-
ployed and unemployved workers against
unemployrment and for [mmiediate ad-
equate relief for the millions of unem-
ployed in the T3. 5.

“The sitnation demands the unity of

the workers in militant action to defeat.

the capitalist reuction of which these
ouirageous convictions are a part!™

of the Tremendous U
San Antonio under the

Greup.

world-over.
tory for the entire working class!

the jingo thugs and the pelice.

ade eould have been made.

hypocrisy.

The NewPartyMay Day Policy

Wall Street’s Clubber-General, Police Commissioner Whalen, and his
thugs, uniformed an un-uniformed, have been defeated in their eriminal
manouvers to launch an armed asttack upen the Communists and class
conscious workers of this eity. The working men and working women of
New York City will now demonstrate on the streets on May Day and will
show their class solidarity with the victorious workers of the Soviet Union
and with the exploited workers and the opuressed colonial masses the-
This is a blow te American capitalist reaction; this is a vie-

Under pressure of the unnmistakable sentiment of the Party member-
ship and the class conseious workers, as expressed in our statement of
appeal to the Party members, the Party leadership has made a complete
and decisive retreat from iis previous policy of dangerous bravado and ir-
responsible adventurism. Despite all its loud boasts it has applied for a
permit from the police department. It has dropped all its emipty but dan-
gerous phrases abont “seizing Union Square”
up its suicidal plans which would have led fo an unequal pitched battle with

This retreat is absolutely correet. We peint out, however, that the late-
ness of the retreat and the manner in which it was earried out will net
he greatly to the eredit of the Party. Had the Party leadership adopted
the correct line as proposed by us at the outset of the May Day prepara-
tions, much more satisfactory arrangements for the demonstration and par-
What is more, the Party leadership has made
this retreat not openly and homestly by frankly telling the Party mem-
bership the mistakes it committed and the necessity for dropping its prev-
jous wrong Iine; it has made the retreat under the cover of more bluf and

For proposing a correct poliey at the outset and then for proposing
a far smaller and far better retreat, we, the CP-Majortiy (Group, have been
branded as renegades, as police tools, and as enemies of the working class.
Today, our original policy and our policy for retreat stand vindicated.

Workingmen and workingwomen of New York Cily: Demonstrate
vour levalty to your class on May First, the Labor Day of the working-
class of the world! Show your class solidarity on May Day by making the
demonstration in Rutgers Square and the parade to Union Square an event
even more inspiring and greater than the splendid parade and demonstra-
tion of the thirty-five thousand workers in Unlon Square, May 1, last vear.

Workers, comrades: Demonstrate your defermination to end the whole
capitalist system of exploitation and slavery!

It has been forced to give

—

The Next War

1. How It Is Being Prepared

Twelve years after the “war to end all
war” the leading nations of the world
are spending $4,500,000,000 annually on
the preparation of the next war. After
all the “disarmameni” conferences and
“disngvalment” agreements, the “Locar-
nos’' and the Kellogg Pacts, the imper-
ialist powers are spending 200 to 225
million dellars more per vear than thev
spent in 1913 when they were preparing
to enter the late world war. All this

in spite of the enforeed reduction of
armaments in Germany, Austria, Hun-
gary cte. as a result of the restrietions
placed upon these couniries by the Ver-
zatlles Treaty.

oyment Demonstration in
lership of the CP-Majority

The present military budget of Great
Britian excecds that of 1912 by a half
billion. According to the British Feon-
omist, the TBritsh Isles arc spending
£570,000,000 a year on military and
naval expenditures to prepare their army
and mavy for a “warless wor)d." The
FEeanomist convenlently forgets to include
in the total the war expenditures of Ca-
nadna, Australia ste. which bring the
annual war mmvestment of the British
Empire up to $836,500,000.

Staggering as that figure js, the Unit-
cd States, “the Parcifist among the na-
tions,” spends still more. Its Iast apnual
appropriation for the development and
upkecy of the army and navy was 3875,-
000,600. England spends T0¢ of its
total budget for war preparaiions.
France spends the same proportion. The
United States spends 850671

The more actively a country prepares
for war, the more its statesmen talk
peace. The United States, which manu-
factures the most peace talk, alse manu-
faetures the most war chemicals, the most
munitions and is making the biggest ex-
penditures on war of any naticn in the
warld.

The Most Highly Militarized Nation
Here are Yresident Hoover’s own
words on the subjeet, frem his publie

declaration of January 16,1928, on the

eve of the proclamation of the Kellogg
Paect: '

“The American people showld understad
that current erpenditures on strictly mil-
ftary aetivities of the army and navy con-
stitutes the largest mdlifary budget of
any nation in the world teday. . . -

And what is the situation & year later,
after a2 year of the “operation” of the
Eelloge Pact which “forever rencunced
war as an instrument of national poliey?”
At the end of the vear, in his message
of December 4, 1929, President Hoover
declared:

“The total of ouwr expendituras 15 in ez-
eesz of these of the most highly militar-

‘can understand their umport.

ized netions of the world.”

The same message admits that the
American army, navy and military bud-
get have . been mounting steadily since
1824, (Tilk 1824 it dropped steadily
from its maximum in 1918, because of
the gradual liguidation of the war time
apparatus and expenditures of the world
war). His message admits further that
the army is three times as large today as
it was in 1914, and that the expenditure
for national defense purposes” has mul-
tiplied three times.in the same period
and that “programs now authorized will
carry it to still larger figures in fauiure
years.”

The comparative figures given by the
British Ecunomdizt and reprinted without
disagrecinent by the New York Dimes
{figures a1l taken from offiefal govern-
meht statisties), the war budget of the
United States of America is 204 of the
total war budget of the entire world!
In other words, one dollar out of every
five spent anywhere in the world for
military and naval purposes, is spent
by our own hypoeritical government
which mouths pacifist pbrases while it
rushes full speed ahead in the prepara-
tior: of the next war and makes expend-
itures “in excess of those of the most
highly militarized nations of the world.”
In short, this ecountry is headlong towards
the next world war under the smoke-
sereen of peace pacts, fake disarmament
conferences and diplomatie mansuvers.

What the Figures Mean

What do all these figuves mean? They
run into millions, and it is hard for the
ordinary mai of woman to think in terms
of millions. We have quoted them only
from the most “respectable’” authorities
such as Hoover, the New York Times, the
Economsst, and Government documents,
sa that no reader can possibly convince
himself that they are exaggerated or
mere alarmist talk. The facts speak
louder than all the pacifist phrases with
which the {Government secks to conceal
them. They ery out, so that every child
Only fig-
ures, but the figures are eloguent.

A pew world war is being prepared,
they ctv. Imperialism is preparing o
drive jts millions inte a universal slaught-
er house once more. Trlking peace to
throw the masses of their guard, and
preparing war. Each giamt smperialist
power prepaning war. Each giant im-
perialist power lisping sweet phrases of
peace, Bach going full speed ahead.
.Each spending more than in 1914. Each
preparing a “hetter and bigger”, a more
fiendish and desouctive, a huger and
more “sciemific’ war. A war m which
“There will be no neutrals” A war in

which there wil be ne son-combatants—
1o difference berween the fromr and the
rear.

That is something of what the figures
say. Only figures, but the figures are
eloquent. The millions and billions trans-
late themselves into marching men, into
belching guns, inte 800-ton tanks (300
tons iz 1,800,000 pounds!), into bombing
planes, into sereaming shells, inic a
thousand different death-dealing chem-
leals, into clouds of suffocating smokes,
intp langhing, blistering, coughing, itch-
ing, sneszing, choking, vomiting, tear and
death-dealing guses, mangled bodies,
starving children, wasted cities, ruined
repions, scientifically spread pestilences,
incaleulable misery, famine, destruction
and death. . . .

BERTRAM D. WOLFE

* ¥ ¥

I the conving artieles Comrade Wolfe
wil discusy the cowses that wre bringmg
on the next war, the meaing of the “dis-
armament conferences,” what the wayr
will be ke and whet wenpons will be
used in it, the meaning of the vurions
proposals to prevent its coming, to sfop
it after 4t gets started and to abolish war
aftogether, and what those whe will
bear the burdem, the workers and the
toling masses, should do whoud 4t

The practice of gquoting from ""respect-
abla” authorities will be continued thru-

Mother Jones 100 yrs. Old

Mav Day 1930 will mark one hundredih
birthday of Mother Jones, the veteram
American labor fighter, The long tra-
dition of Mother Jones in the labor move-
ment, the splendid part she played im
many an historieal struggle in the min-
ing industry, has rendered Mother Jones
dear to the working ¢lass of this coun-
iry in spite of the fact that she has not
hcen able to see thru the treacherous
role of the Grecns, the Lewises and the
Wolls and the other reactionary labor
buroerats.

Celebrations are being arranged bw
the American Federation of Labor in &
number of leading cities in honor ef
Mother Jones™ hirthday. She will net
be able to attend any of them but she
expects 1o send a radic message to her
fellow weorkers all over the eountry.

out, 50 that even the least conscious
worker ean be convinced and aroused
to see the denger of the situation end
what ke must do n the maiter, Ordar
u batch of extra copies of this {ssue for
your. fellmw-wrarkers, neighbors, relatives
angd friemds, Get subs, gell, and if nee-
eEEATY give away copies, and talk ewver
this wevenling serfes of articles with
your fellow-workers. In the next article
Comrade TWolfe will write on THE
CAUSES OF THE NEXT WAR.

A RETROSPECT

May Day a Year Ago

By Bert Miller

On May Day last vear the following
cable was sent to the Soviet Union in be-
half of the May Day Laber Conference
of Unions and Fraternal Crganizations
and the Communist Party {(New York
Distriet) :

“Between forty oaad fifty thousand
workers perticipated in New York's Moy
Doy demoustraiion. Twenty-five thou-
sand paraded despite rodn, auspiees the
Communist Party, supporied by snony
upions, soulhern textile strikers, Negro
erganizations.”

This was the first May Day parade
in New York sinea 1916,

Amopg the organizations participating
were: Needle Trades Warkers Industrial
Union, National Textile Workers Union,
Independent Shoe Workers Union, Mill-
inery Workers Local 43, Window Clean-
ers TUnion, Bakers Local 164 (AFW),
Hotel, Restaurant and Cafetaria Workers
Unicn, Progressive Bakery Workers Club
Marine ‘Workers Progressive League,
Grocery Clerks Tlnion, Cooks and Ereil-
ers Local 719, various sections of the TU
EL, United Council of Workingelass Wo-
men, Ckranian Labor Club, Williams-
burg Workers Club;, Anti-Fascist Alli-
ance, Lahor Sports Union, United Work-
ers  Cooperative, WUnity Cooperative,
Workmens Circle Branches 472, 225, 324,
€87, 254, 564, 608, 325, 245, 187, 322, 674,
Independent Workmens Circle Branches
5, 54, 116, American Negre Labor (on-
gress, Brooklyn Finnish Workers Agsoci-
ation, Armenian Workers Club, Harlem
Progressive Youth Club, Brooklyn Scand-
inavian Workers Club, Anti-Imperialist
League, ‘Frejheit Gesangs Verein, Fro-

leteos, Swedish Workers Club, and the
various sections of the Party and the
League. These organizations were head-
ed by four brass bands, ome of which
was a Negro band, marching from Union
Sguare down Fourth Avenue thrm Aszior
Place up University Place back to Union
Square—thru the heart of the factory
distriet.

The guccess of the demonstration was
due largely to the fact that the Party
had previcusly won ¢onsiderable influ-
ence and prestige thru its leadership of
the strike in Gastonia, the shoe workers
strike, and the brilliant sizuggle of the
cafoteria workers, Im a strike chart
published in the Daily Worker, on May
6, 1929 for April 1 te 15 54 strikes are
ghown as led by the left wing unions as
against 25 led by the AFL. Qut of 24
shoc strikes, the Independent Shoe Work-
ers Univn trogistered 16 strikes won
The National Textile Workers Union led
23,172 textile workers during this per-
iod, in 10 strikes as against 6 strikes
led by the UTW.

Every militant worker, every honest
left winger, every supporter of the Cor-
yranist mevement should compare May 1,
1929 with May 1, 1830, The tragic losses
which the left wing and revolutionary -
movement has sustained-due to the pres-
ent incorrect policies and tactics of the
Party leadcrship, mmust be immediately
checked, the wrong line must be cox-
rected, those responsible for the tremen-
dous imjury to our movement must be
gwept out, and the Party and the left
wing must be recstablished on the line of
Leninism, on the line which made the
Party “the stalwart leader of stubborn
¢lass hattles.”
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ONE YEAR AFTER

The Gastonia Trial

By VERA BUCH

Comrade Vera Puch, the author of this eritfeal vetrospeet of the Gastonin Triel
one yer after, is one of the original defendants in the trinl, She 1z net yel o
member of the O, P, Majority Group but s in opposition to the fulse line of the
Party frum o viewpoint generally like ours. The secondary guestions in the eboave
article in which Cemrade Buch differs from our vicwpoint will be evidenl fo every
reader of REVOLUTIONARY AGE. — Editorfal Committee,

With aopeal of the Gastonia case now
being heard, predictions are rife as to
an unfavorable outecome. The prison
walls are casting their shadows already
over seven voung men of the working-
clase. Was evervthing done to save these
boys from convietjon, in ihe first place?
What is move, was the case condueted
jn a revolutiomary manier, that is, was
the widespread interest in the case used
to acquaint as many people as passible
with the real oppressive mature of the
government under which they live and
te move the workingclass further to-
wards a revelutionary path?

Today the “leaders” of the Commnmnist
Party who were responsible for the
methods of conducting the Gastonla easc
are carrving out on all sides policies of
yeclless adventurism. In the name of the
“third period” real erimes against the
workingclass are being eommitted. That
the conduct of the Gastonia case was
such z crime we do not wish hastily to
declare. e would be a poor revolution-
ist who would not consider the tremend-
ous povwer lined up against the workers
in such an affair as the sheoting of a
chief of police. The bourgeesie will go
to any length whatever to defend its
own. But on the uther hand, the work-
ers are not always Toredoomed to defeat
even in the face of the most c¢rushing
lepal oppesition. The workers too have
weapons which if correctly used, may
be ahle somieiitnes to prevail

“Red” Publicty-Liberal Policies

The Party publicity on the Gastonia
case was of the most lurid nature. Noth-
ing could have been more “red” than the
Daily Worker on Gastonia last summer
and fail, But in aciual fact, pacifist 1ib-
eral policies werc inh contrel,

Let us first copsider the central slo-
gans of the case. There was a differcnce
of opinjun among the Communist groups.
The Trotsky-Cannon group and also the
C-P Majority Group claimed that the
slopan of “Smash the Frame-up!"” should
be the chief slogan. The Communist
Party also had this slogan at first. La-
ter the frame-up slogan was dropped en-
tirely and the main slogan becume the
gne put forth by Wm. F. Dunne: “Le-
fend the right to self-defense!”

The argument was that “frame-up”
was an out-of-date slogan belonging to
the period of A. F. of L. struggles
Furthermore, that in the Gastonia case
there was no frame-up, the workers ac-
tually did shoot and kill the chief of
police. It was a suicidal slogan as far
as the trial was concerned, and the
reckless use made of it before the trial
seriously endangered our.lives—as for
example, when Dunne came diunk into
pur cell one day last summer and de-
clared in a lowd tho thick velee, that
his only regret was that there had not
been more Communist organizers with
guns in their hands on Jume 7! (whieh,
by the way, has now become “Alay 9 to
be precise!” —See Dunee’s artiele in the
Daily Worker of April 12) 7

Rememhber that the charges were mur-
der and conspiraey to murdér. Also that
the proscecution had no direct evidence
as to whose shot killed Aderholt and
only the flimsiest proof of conspiraes.
Yet in thesc circumstances with the elee-
tric chair threatening sixeeen, the Gas-
tonia Labor Defender actually declared
that it “did not deny™ that the union
guard had killed Aderholt and—"“defend-
jng the right to zelf-defence”—that they
had the right to Wil

Thizs slogan could not mobilize the
widest sections of the population or even
of the working class. But by that time
the “third period”™ had hit the Commun-
ist Party in the form of a brainstorm
so that it had becoine the order of the
day to make-believe that the whoele work-
ing class was on the verge of an armed
struggle for power. This being the
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¢ase, natarally, the working elass wonld
veadily support southern workers on
trial for an armed clash with lacal po-
lice.

Stripped of all its wild, exapgeraled
dressings, the slogun of “self-defence”
amounts only to this, that any citizen
has the legal right to shoot an intruder
into his home. But any liberal will go
to great Jengths to uphold this right.
Thus it was sinply plain Vheralisn that
Rill Dunne and Co. were defending!

Tn all the hysterieal hullabaloo about
gung, the main issue was lost sight of.
The majn slogan should have been “De-
ford the right of workers fo organize
and to strike!” This, with the basis of
the awful conditivns of the Seuthern tex-
tile workers and their valiant resiglahce
against captalist ratiopalization com-
bined with the worsening of workers con-
ditjunie everywhere and their increased
will to struggle, would have made the
broadest appeal.  The slogan  “Build
Warkers Defence Corps!” was in order

for the southern workers whose every

offort 1o organize is met with armed fas-
cist hands. The frameup slogan should
have been retained. There were enough
elements of franmweup in the case to war-
yant its use, The slogan of frame-up
however should always be a secondary
one. It is a narrow slogan emphasizing
only the legal machinery of the state,
rather than the evetyday oppression of
capitalistn which hits all the workers.
Ilence it i= rveally not much better as a
principal slogan than the Party slogan
“Ilefemd the right of self-defence!™

These correct slogans werc advocated
by Comrade Weisbord before he was
driven out of the South and his advo-
cacy of them was made part of the vi-
cious frame-up under which he was fi-
nally expelled from the party.

Several jmportant questions are
raised here which ean only be mentioned
in 1his article, as for example whether
it wasz correct lo maintain the loray
strike as long as we did, with only a
handful of workers outside, whether we
should have Lkept an armed guard un-
der thesc circumstances, also as to whe-
ther the formation of armed guards of
workers and armed clashes with fhe po-
lice are in order in all parts of the
eountry today. :

“Qnly Communists Can Defend
Communists™

Proclaiming a period of “sharp work-
ing ¢lass offensives™ to be at hand, the
Communist  Party leadership Thave
thrown the policy of the united front of
the workers and their sympathizers
against the capitalists to the winds.
There was not even the realization, ap-
parently, that the sympathy of various
strata of the population both nationally
and loeally for the Gastonia caze, should
have heen mobilized, FEven in North
Carolina, the whole population outside
of the mill workers was not a frenzied
faseist mob thirsting for the blood of
the defendants. ©On the contrary, there
was ueh sympathy both latent and ae-
tive. Had defence conferences been or-
ganized, the farmers’ jury sitting in
judgement over pur boys might have had
a different story to tell. Many profes-
gional people, and middle class elements,
top, would have rallied. But as it was
even such sympathetie liberals whe did
come offering help were openly rebuffed
or oggled at suspiciously as "spiss’. As
for the Negro masses, znll the hollow
bozsting of the Dmily Worked about
“hlack and white fighting shoulder to
shoulder” cannot alter the fact that ne
attempt to reach them was made. The
inclusion of Negroes in the Labor Jury
was a good gesture, coming late, but
moere gestures do not win the masses. On
this basis it was no wonder that the mo-
bilization of-support was not on the.wid-

est but instead on the narrowest possi-
ble scale.

“Don’t Irritate the Prosecution!”

All thought of rallving the other stra-
ta of the population having been cast
aside by the Party officialdom ohe might
cxpeet thal at least the working class
would have been mobilized to exert the
powerful pressure of mass demwenstra-
iions and strikes.  “Only the mass ac-
tign of the working class can save the
Gastonia defendants.” -How many times
there wordz wore bandied about In press
articles, leaflols, speechies! As a matter
of fact the working elass demonstrations
were very weak thruout the country. In
the seene of action, Gastonia and Char-
lotte, they were abandoned eompletely.
A demanstration and parade in Gasto-
nia at the opening of the trial was dis-
cussed and rejecied. The tawvers were
opposed to it. Tt would “irritate "the
prosecution,” would arouse cur engiies.

The workers themselves, of their vwn
jnitiative, thronged the court house that
day, and spontanecusly gave an npres-
gve demonstration of solidarity, which
if organized, contd have been multiplied
one hundred fold. There was nover a
demonstration held in Charlette during
all the weeks of the trials there.
suggestions of 2 mass protest strike were
sneeyingly turned down, The convie-
tion was allowed to pass by without a
sign to express the bitter disappointiment
and rage of the waorkers of the whaole
torritory. The working class wasz obliged
to take this blow lving down, And sinee
the convigtion agitation has been prac-
iically dropped.  Are we relying upon a
Georgia . 8. Senator to win the ap-
peal?

Thus while the Daily Worker painted
highly colored pictures of stark class
batties, in fact there went on on all
sides a guiet ecapitulation to liberallsm—
“This mus! not be a propaganda trial’

This was-true of the trial iself as well
gz of the agitation accompanying it
A trial of Communizts must be lought
hitterly every step -of the way not only
with a view of freeing the defendants
but with a view of bringing ferth in the
most powerfol way the ferrible oppres-
mion against which the workers have rc-
bhelled.

But here, since the right of “self-de-
fenee” had beooome paramount, and sinece
lawsers, not Communists were allowed
to control the trial, testimony on techni-
cal points tended fo predominate.  The
defanee showed very little cleverness in
evading the court’s orders against pro-
paganda.  With the ears of the whole
country turned towards that eocurt room
in Charlotte, there was no statement
made there as to the aims for which
the Communist organizers were strug-
gling. Perhaps this was due to lack of
trust in the defendants’ ability to ex-
plain their ideals, for ithe only attewpt
the Party made was fo try to get the
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State to put Bill Dunne on the stand
as an “expert” on Communism! Some
testimony on the work of the Pioneers
was the nearcst appreach to such a
statement of ldeals by any defendant.

Wor was much brought cut of the
awful conditions of the southern mill
workers—the very hasis of all this tre-
mendous struggle.  Such facts as the
workers did manage to give on the stand
regarding their miserable wages, their
overwork, their bavonetting and club-
hing appeared to come as a resuli of
their own ingenuity rather than of direc-
tion frem deferce counsel.

Other minor crrors were made. The
Gasionia trial was a golden opportunity
{or the working class but it was an ap-
portunity iost.

Demoralization

The Gastonia case occurred at a time
of crisis of leadership in the Communist
movement. We who did the work in the
field had to go upon the firing line with
ihe general stafl in a state of protracted
domoralization at the center. The chaos
and strife in the Party leadership show-
ed itself in really criminal neglect and
toving with & situetion dangerous to the
lives of the organizers. If was a real
erime to have removed Comrade Wels-
hord, for factional reasuns from the
Tield where he had gone at once after
ithe shooting. It was a crine to have per-
mitted “President’ Teid to flee io
Rhode Izland io *lock after his real es-
jate property.” (Elen Dawson was re-
called for a trial at the same time). It
was a erime te have sent no union rep-
regentative to replace these comrades
{rom June 10 to the middle of July,
with the trial coming off July 29!
(Frenzied talk  about “mobilize the
waorkers” went on apace meanwhiled,
It was a erime to leave the L L. Il woerk
in the hands of one so notedly dilettante
as Juliet Stuart Povntz, with the result
that the real preparation of the case
was left till the eleventh hour.

But worst of all -was the political
crime, the failure of the Communist
Party to appear in this most important
situation. The Farty was buried under
the towering weight of other organiza-
tions. Two tiny little meetings in Char-
lotte were all that could he found of it,
and even these Dunne carried out only
under pressure from other comrades in
the field. No wonder that no Commun-
ist elogans were Introdueced, no wonder
that today the Party membership in the
South is nil

What is needed now for the Party
members as a whole is to prick the airy
bubkle of “Southern achievements” and
to make a real appraiszal of the situation.
This will be for them a sicp towards de-
manding what the movement needs so
much—Communist leadership.

AFTER THE RUTGERS SQUARE DEMONSTRATION

go to the

May Day Unity Celebration

STUYVESANT CASINO
9th Street & 2nd Ave.

MAY 1 — Doors Open 7 P. M.
Against
UNEMPLOYMENT

For Intecnavional Werking Class Selidarity

Against Capitalist Reaction — For Defense of the Soviet Union

SPEAKERS:

BEN GITLOW, ALBERT “WEISBORD, EDWARD

WELSH, ELLEN DAWSON, LEON LEWIS.
Chairman: CHARLES ZIMMERMAN -
Mass welcome to arrested Shoe Workers

SPLENDID CONMNCERT PROGRAM
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COMMUNIST PARTY US.A. (Majority Group)

Admission 37 Cents

For Communist Unity in the Revolutionary Class Struggle




