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May Day-and the Revolution 
MAY Day is the day of the ,workers. 

This day is the day when the conscious work
ers, who are not mental slaves to the ideas of 

the masters, express their· determination for a n~w 
life, for a new world. 

May day is revolutionary Labor Day. 

American \Labor-that ,is to say. those workers 
who do not see heyond their noses, beyond small in
creases of wages--celebrates r .abor Dayan the first 
Monday of Septmber. 

But what is celebrated on "Labor Day" is the 
'lav of the masters-it is the day of the wage-slaves, 
not of conscious rebels. 

"Labor Day" was granted the American workers 
by the capitalists, as a toy to play with, as a means 
of fooling the workers. 

American Labor Day has no working class im
portance, no revolutionary meaning. It is a day to 
maintain the workers' suicidal confidence in the cap
italist exploiters. 

"American Lahor T)ay" represents the old order. 
with its oppression of the poor by the rich, of the 
workers by the employers.: with its small wages and 
hard hours, its employment and economic insecur
ity, its misery for the majority of the neople and Ifs 
fabulous luxury for the few. 

International May Day represents the new society 
which is coming - the society of free men and 
women, in which lahar will control its own means of 
making a living, in which there will be no masters 
and no poverty-economic security and peace shall 
prevail. 

International May Day represents that great work
ing class struggle to unite the workers of the world 
against the capitalists of the world,-against poverty, 
against oppression. against wars, against Caapitalism, 
for the freedom of the masses. 

International May Day is the day when the con
scious workers cease their labor, down tools in all 
shops. to prove to themselv·es and to their masters 
the strength that is in them, eager for the day when the 
great struggle shall flare up into revolutionary action, 
(,lid Capita/islll, and establish a world for the 
workers. 

On the first Monday of September, the masters of 
industry do not fear proletarian action; they know 
that their workers are in bondage; they await Tues
day, when the worl,crs will return to their shops, to 
sweat agony and hlood in satisfactioll for starvation 
wages while the masters enjoy ease and luxury. 

On International Labor Day~May Day-the 
masters tremble. May Day in Europe is the day 
when the masters expect revolutionary upheavals. 
They await in dread. It is the day of revolt. 

On previous May Days, the storm did not break; 
a!1d gradually the masters began to believe that the 
storm would never break-the storm of the workers' 
accumulated wrath at their misery, oppression and 
injustice-the storm which would sweep Capitalism 
out of existence. 

Rut. the day did COII/{'. 

This year, May Day is a promise fullilled. This 
May Day sees the proletariat of tht' world ill action 
against Capitalism. 

In Russia, May Day· is greeted by millions upon 
millions of workers who have overthrown the rule 
of Capitalism, who have seized power, ,who are aetu
ally organizing the new society of communist labor 
and fraternity of the workers. They have completed 
their revolution. these Russian worker-comrades of 
ours, amid blood al1(1 tears and smoke. amid the at
:··Ieks of the whole capitalist world. hut they held grilll. 
-II, ~y refused to suhmit to international Capitalism 
p,Jj tlleir re\,olutionary challenge, flaming through the 
'W Irld, has hrought response in other nations, among 
1 f,~ workers of the :\\'orld. The cause of re\'oll1tiol1-
44:(' Russia is the cause of the workers of the world. 

Capitalism is being smashed. The workers are con·· 
ql1ering. May Day is coming into its own. 

In Hungary and Bavaria, the workers are in con
trol. They have established a Soviet Government, 
which means in every-day language a government 
of the poor aganst the rich, of the workers against the 
capitalists, of peace against war, of joy against 
misery, of life against death. 

III Germany, the revolutionary workers, betrayed, 
threatened by the Alles, starving and hl1tcherd, are 

Call for a National Conference 
of the Left Wing 

Call for a Natiolwl COli/ere/Ice 0/ ti,e Left Wiwl 
of Ih<' Americall Socialist Party. issued by Local Bos
tall. Loclil Cleve/alld alld tile Left Willg Sulinll 0/ 
tlil' Socialist Pllrt)' 0/ New York Cit),. 

The international situation and .the CriSIS in the 
Amedcan Socialist Party; the sahotage the party 
hure:tllcracy has practiced on the ~mergency national 
convention; the N. E. C. .aligning mlr vaJ'ty with the 
social-patriots at Berne, with the Congress of the 
Great Betrayal; the necessity of reconstructing 0111' 

policy in a~'cord with revolutionary evcnts.-all this, 
·and more, makes it necessary that the revolutionary 
forces in tht> Socialist Party ge.t together for counsel 
and a<:tion. 

This call is therefore issued .for the holding of a 
National Conference of the Left Wing of the Ame
rican Socialist Party, to discuss: 

I.-The crisis in the part), and actIOn tlwreon; the 
conquest of the party for the party. for revolutionary 
Socialism. 

2.-The Xew Internationa,l; ways and means to 
prevent the party aligning itself with the "Internation
al" 'Jf the social..patriots, of the Ebert-Scheidemann 
gangsters. and the wavering centre; affiliation with 
the Bolshevik-Spartac.an International alone. 

3·-The formulation of a declaration of principles 
and purposes of a national scope of the Left Wing of 
the American Socialist Party. 

4·-Fonming some sort of a national councilor bur
eau of the Lei Wing, for prQpaganda, securing of 
information and spreading information. 

5.-To cx.press an<l draw together the revolutionary 
forces in the party; to consider other means of further 
ing the cause {)f revolutionary Socialism. 

This call is issued to locals of the Socialist Party, 
hranches and Left Wing groups within the 1>arty. The 
test of ad.mission, provisionally, will be acceptance 
of the Manifesto {)f the Left Wing of the Socialist 
Party of Gre.ater New York. 

Left Wing locals are inv,ited to send delegates of
ficially. Where a local officially refuses to participate. 
hrances or minority groups in the party accepting the 
principles of the Left Wiing should send delegates. 

Representation-one delegate for every SOO members. 
No local or group should send more than three deleg
ates. 

The conference ·will be held sta,rting Saturday, June 
21. at some central city to be decided after the distri
hution of delegates is considered. 

Left Wing Locals alld Brallches, act! Selld commun
icatiollS to LOI,is C. Frailla, 885 r.vasllillgolll Strcet, 
Bastoll. Mpss. 

securing new strength and are preparing for the new 
struggle against Capitalism and Imperialism 011 May 
Day-and this struggle of our German worker-Com
rades against their own Capitalism is ellually a 
struggle against illternational Capitalism and Im
perialism. 

In France. Italy and England. throughout the 
world. in every country, is unrest among the work('rs. 
preparation for struggle against Capitalism. The 
workers may 110t be completely con scions of what they 
struggle for: but experience teaches them that Iheir 
struggle is a struggle to destroy C:apitalism. 10 reo 
yolutionize the old world. to place illdtNry ill tIl<' 
l"Il11t 1"01 of the ,\Yorkers. 

1 n our own ('ollntry, May Day comes ill the l11idst 
of general unrest. This unrec;t is tremelldolls. deep: 
hut as yet it has not become conscious in act inn. except 
among those workers who ha \'e accepted Scx'ialisl1l 
-and May Day iR the day of international Socialism. 

On this May Day, the American workers face a 
seriou crisis. The war "prosperity" - which was 
serious crisis. The war "prosperity" - which was 
crease; and as the soldiers are demobilized and in
dustry in Europe resumes normal· operations, this 
unemployment will increase hy leaps and bounds. 
\Vages are being reduced. During the war, they, 
the masters. smiled upon labor; now they fire labor 
if lahor so much as opens its mouth to protest. 

The economic crisis is awakening the American 
Iworkers. They realize that things are wrong. They 
are· accepting revolutionary ideas. 

The capitalists and their government are scared. 
They fear the development of revolutionary Socialism 
among the working masses. They carryon a cam
paign against Bolshevik ideas. They pay to slander 
Socialism and the workers. They arrest Socialists 
and I. \V. W.'s. They deport agitators. The law, 
the police and the army are being \lsed against the 
workers and the rebels. 

Hundreds .of Socialists and labor agitators are in 
prison-among them Eugene Debs, William D. Hay
wood and Thomas Mooney. They are in prison be
cause they stood ,by the workers, because they struggle 
against the oppression of the workers, because they 
are of the workers. 

In jailing these men, the government of the capit
alists is jailing the workers, is striking a blow at the 
struggle of the workers to secure economic freedom', 
peace and a new world. 

They are going to crush the workers, if they can. 
They are going to use all means to smash the re
\'olutionary movement-and in this they will smash 
the workers, for, workers, the revolutionarv move
ment is YOUR movement, the 1~/o'l!e111ent wh-ch alone 
represents ~'oftr real interests. . 

On this May Day, American Labor must resolve 
to throwaway old ideas and old tactics. It must 
determine to struggle against the capitalists, who are 
your real enemies. It must determine to join with the 
class conscious workers of the wodd, who are engaged 
or preparing to engage in the final struggle against 
Capitalism-against unemployment, against misery 
and oppresion, against war and those \Vho profit from 
war. 

You have-power. You are in control of industry. 
You have the might to overcome the might of the 
capitalists, to break the power of the capitalists
the might of your industrial acion. 

The capitalists and the government of the capitalists 
arc imprisoning your revolutionary representatives. 
These men anrl iwomen in jail are calling upon you 
-they want to be with you in the great struggle that 
is coming. On this May Day, you must resolve to 
call at the earliest possible moment a general strike 
to compel the release of our imprisoned comrades. 

This will mean much. It will mean a revolutionary 
act. It will fire the enthusiasm of the workers. It 
will prepare you for new and mightier struggles 
against the capitalists, until you break the power of 
Capitalism. 

The old world is breaking to pieces. Amid the 
roar of cannons and the rattle of machines guns, a 
new world is being .born, the world of the workers, 
-.Vllur n'orld, if YOIt will have ~t. 

\Vorkers! Do not trust the false promises of 
the masters. Do not depend upon words, .but upon 
your own deeds. 

\Vorkers-men and women! May Day is your 
clay, you must make it y( Ir day. Down tools on 
,lfay })ay and show your determination to conquer, 
to express your solidarity with your EUropea'l com
rades. Then prepare for a real general strike. 

On this May Day-when the whole world is in 
Hevolution - remember the workers of the world 
l11ust unite to break the power of the capitalists, to 
hreak 1he power of those who make poverty, misery 
and war. Workers of all countries, nnite for Social
ism! 
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ThePrindples and Tactics of the New International 
Pf'om tIle Call of the Communist Party of Russia (Bolshe

viki) fof' a Comlllunist Interllational Congress. 

It ,is an urgent necessitr that the first congress of the new 
rerokttionary International be called. During the war and 
the Revomtion the complete bankrlllPCY of the old Socialist 
and Social Democratic parties, and the second International. 
as lftll as the incompetency of the middle elements of the old 
Social Democracy (the so-called "centre") for live revolution
ary action, has finally become ev,ident. At present,however, 
the outlines of the genuine revolutionary International are 
distinctly coming into view. 

As a basis for the new International, we oonsider necessary 
the recognition of the following p.rinciples, which we shall 
consider our platfonn, and whiclt have been worked out on 
the basis of the program of the Spartacus group in Germany 
and the Communist party (Bolsheviki) in Russia. 

r. TM present is the period of the dissolution and the 
collapse of the whole capitalist world system, which will mean 
the complete collapse of European culture, ojf Capitalism, 
with its unsolvable contradictions, is not destroyed. 

2. The. problem of the proletariat oonsists in immediately 
seizing the polftr of the state. This seizure of the power of 
state means the destruction of the state apparatus of the 
bourgeoi9ie and the organization of a new proletarian a'PPar-
arus of power. 

3. This new proletarian state must embody the dictator
ship of the proletariat, an4 in certain places also the small 
peasall'ts and fann hands, this dictatorship constituting the 
instrument for the systematic overthrow of the exploiting 
classes and the means of their expropriation. 

Not the fraudulent bourgeois democracy-this hypocritical 
fonn of rule of tM finance oligarchy-with its purely formal 
equality, but the proletarian democracy and the possjhjlity 
of the realization of freedom for tlae working masses; not 
parliamentarislD, but self-government of these masses through 
their elected organizations; not capitalist bureaucracy, but 
organs of administration which have been created by the 
masses ·themselves, with the real participation of these mass
esin the government of the countries and .in the activity 
of the Socialist structure-this should be the type of the 
proletarian state. The power of the Workers' Councils and 
similar organizations is its concrete form. 

4- The dictatorship of the proletariat is to complete the 
immediate expropriation of Capitalism and the suppression 
of private property in means of produotion, which includes, 
under Socialism, the suppression of private property and its 
transfer to a proletarian state, under the Socialist admin
istration of the working class, the abolition of capitalist 
agricultural production, the nationalization of the great busin
ess firms and financial trusts. 

s. In order to insure the social revolution, for defense 
aga,inst enemies within and without, of assistance for other 
natio",,1 groups of the fighting proletariat, etc., the complete 
disarmament of the bourgeoisie and their agents and the 
g~neral arming of the proletariat is necessary. 

6. Tbe present world s~buakion demands the cl()sest relation 
between the different parts of the revolutionary proletariat 
and a complete union between the countries in which the 
Socialist revolution has been victol'!ious. 

7. The fundamental means of the struggle is the mass 
action of the proletariat, developing into armed and open 
war upon the bourgeois state. 

8. The old International has broken jnto !three main 
goroups: First, those frankly social patriots who during the 
entire Xnperialistic war ·from 1914 Ito 1918 supported their 
bourgeoisie and transformed the working class into hangmen 
of the international revolution. 

Then there is the "Center," at presen,t theoretically led by 
Kautsky and representing an organization of such elements, 
constantly wavering', not capable of following a definite plan 
of action and at times positively traitorous. 

Finally the revollltionary left wing. 
9. As regards the social-patriots, who everywhere in the 

critical moment oppose the proletarian revolution with force 
of-arms, a merdless fight ~s absolutely necessary. As regards 
the "center," our tactics must be to separate the revolution
ary elements, and to pitilessly criticize the leaders. Absolute 
separation from the organization of the Center is absolutely 
necessary at a cer,tain phase of developmeD<t. 

10. On the ot~r hand, it is necessa~y to proceed in a 
common ,movement with the re\'olutiona.ry elements of the 
working class who, though hitherto not belonging to the party, 
yet adopt today in its entirety, the point of view of dictator
ship of the proletariat, under the form of Soviet government; 
including the syndicalist elements of the labor movements. 

The ,. fficial Socialist Part v of tIle Unitrd Slates "<t'as 1I0t 
invited 0 this Congress, bill' the Left Willg of the party was. 
OUf' to ; is to COllqllt'f' the "arty for Left Willg Sodalism, 
.nd aff'",t, uoith tilt HolslI,t'iIt-Sparta(an IlItlrlla/ional. 

THE REVOLUTIONARY AGE 

Mexico and the Monroe Doctrine 

THE Mexican Government has made it publicly 
dear that it will not recognize the validity of the 

Monroe Doctrine. Mexico would not protest against 
the original Doctrine, whkh provided that there 
should be no colonization by European powers on. the 
American continents; but the Monroe Doctrine today 
is something altogether different. 

The reception accorded to Mexico's repudiation in
dicates clearly the character of the Monroe Doctrine 
today. There are two phases to this recept .>n: 

T .-It makes no difference, say the defer ,Iers of the 
Monroe Doctrine, what Mexico says; she will be 
compelled to accept the. Doctrine. 

2.-The Monroe Doctrine. say these defenders, is 
a national doctrine of the United States, maintained 
lIpon its own responsibility. 

vVhat is this but the attitude of the conqueror? A 
national doctrine that another nation must accept
that is aggression, Imperialism. This aggression and 
J mperialism are actually comprised in the Monroe 
Doctrine today. It. is not a question .of European 
colonization, but of European capital and investments: 
the Monroe Doctrine is now an instrument to preserve 
these continents for the aggrandizement of American 
capital. 

"Revising" the League 

CERTAIN amendments have been made to the 
Peace Conference's proposed League of Nations. 

They have been made in order to satisfy certain ob
jections to the League. They satisfy bourgeois ob
jections, perhaps, but not the Socialist. The funda
mntal defect of the League of Nation-inevitable 
under Capitalism-is that it is not a League but an 
alliance of five Great Powers, a defect stressed even 
by parts of bourgeois radical opinion. This imperial
istic alliance is consummated .by means of the Council 
of the League, which is to consist of nine members
five representing Great Britain, France, Haly, the 
Fnited States and Japan, and' four representing all 
the other nations. This means that these {we powers 
a,ctltall:y co.n./rol tl,e Leag1le, having a clear majority 
on the Council. 

That is fundamental. A League must be a League 
of free nations; but this imperialistic alliance consti
tutes nothing but an imperialistic League agai.ist the 
nations of the world. 

It is said that the new draft satisfies the Republic
ans in the United States Senate who opposed the 
original draft. Well it may; since the new draft rec
ognizes and protects the Monroe Doctrine and makes 
the League even more a fraud than it was. 

There is a real need for a League of Nations. The 
world must be united against war and for peace, must 
unite for purposes of life and prosperity. Production 
is international. But this League cannot actually be 
consummated under Capitalism, since Capitalism re
quires industrial and commercial competition, cannot 
abandon Imperialism. If it did, Capitalism would no 
longer be Capitalism. The federation of the peoples 
of the world, free and actual, is a task that history 
imposes lIpon the international Socialist proletariat. 

New Aggression Against Russia 

THE twistings of a snake are straight lines- in com
parison :with the twistings of the Peace Confer

ence in Paris concerning the "Russian problem." This 
"problem," of course, is simply what should be done 
-or can he done-to crush Soviet Rw;sia. that real
i7.ation in life of Socialist theory and praetic(', that 
menace to international Capitalism. 

They tried invasion-but it didn't work: too many 
troops are required. and they are "corrupted" by rev
olutionary Bolshevik propaganda. 

They tried to use the "oppressed. peoples" of the 
Ckraine. Poland and the Baltic Provinces, whom they 
were to "Iiberate." to crush the Bolsheviki, but it did 
not work. 

They tried to use the former ('.,.erman army against 
Soviet Russia, but the German imperialists had their 
o\\,n Bolshevism to deal with. 

lntrigue and fair words, cunning and beautiful 
promises, treachery and expressions of friendship
all these have been tried: but they haven't worked. 

So now they decide to continue their old policy of 
starving the Russian people and the Russian Revolu
tion. They are 'to continue financing and feeding the 
counter-re\"olutionists; they are going to recognize the 
"Omsk (iO\'ernment" and prO\'ide it with munitions 
and food. while the harharous blockade of Russia con
tinues-this is thr policy they are forced into, the 
poliey of the skulking murderer of women and child
ren. This is Capitalism! This is the Peace ('onf('r-
enee! 

1'\0! This crime against the new ciyilization. against 
a revolutionary people must not he allowed. Cap
aitlislll is exposing itself in all its sinister horror. It 
scruples at nothing to accomplish its sa\"age purposes. 
Nothing short of proletarian actiqn, of mass prrssmc 
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upon the imperialistic governments, of the. world rev
olution will help the Russian people and preserve the 
Russian Revolution for all peoples and for all time. 

The Great Collapse 

THERE was an enormous upflare of popular en
thusiasm when President Woodrow Wilson first 
arrived in Europe. It was, to certain extent, 

mass enthusiasm. A popular image had been created 
of \Voodrow Wilson as a great emancipator,--one of 
those suggestive social myths with which history 
abounds. 

President Wilson, in his inimitable words (without 
deeds) catered to this popular sentiment,-in Italy 
even indulging in "Socialistic" expressions. Then he 
got together with the distinguished diplomats ill Paris; 
and the social myth gradually disintegrated. Open 
diplomacy, democracy, all the beautiful ideas of Pre
sident \Vilson were, in the test, proven to be dross. 
The popular reac~ion developed immediately-the 
great illusion was broken. The second coming of 
Woodrow Wison to Europe evoked no popular enthu
siasm. This is how William Allen White, in an article 
from Paris dated March 27, describes the "second 
coming:" 

When President Wilson came to Europe in Decem
ber, 1918, he appealed to the masses of Europe over 
the heads of their Governments. Now he is dealing 
exclusively with the organized Governments of Europe. 
When he appeared in Paris a dozen and six weeks ago 
great crowds packed the Champs Elysees. His pro
gress from the Arch to the Tuileries was a grp.at tri
umph. No other ruler ever had a greater rec.eption: 
the dav he came back 10 Paris in March a t~"tered 
cotton 'banner, sagging in the wind, rain-stained and 
and bedraggied, bearing the legend, 'Honneur a Wil
son. Ie ]uste,' a banner left from December, hanging 
near the corner of the Avenue Montaigne and the 
Elisyan Fields, was the only reminder of a day that 
was gone. 

As the banner was fraying in the light spring breeze 
the tra,in bearing the Presidential party was steaming 
into the station; a poilu band was tbrowing back its 
head and blowing into the brass the glory that is 
France in a grand salute; a dozen frock-.coated, plug
hated, elderly gentlemen with cynical tum of face
Glemenceau, up from his bed of 'Pain, Poincare and 
Baron Cellere, along with the Americans, Mr. Lanoiing, 
Bernard Baruch, Vance McCormick-genblemen of the 
hed chamber-stOl)d on a red velvet carpet in the stan
~ion amid potted palms and evergreens and welcomed 
the President back to France. The whistles did not 
Mow; there was no cheerig in the station. There was 
li~tle more ceremony in the greeting than if the village 
delegate had come from the Grand Lodge, ready to 
exemplify the new work. 
This shift in mass opinion in Europe has two caus

es: the utter incompetence of the Peace Conference 
and the collapse of President Wilson's "ideals:" and 
the penetration of revolutionary sentiments in the pro
letarian masses. 

The abandonment ,by President Wilson of his "id
eals" is not a study in personality, but a study in 
social facts and tendencies. It is not to the man alone. 
hut dominantly to the social circumstances that is at
tributable the collapse of his beautiful program. 

In the mouth of President \Vilson, democracy and 
the League of Nations did not mean what they mean 
to an oppressed and butchered people. His ideals 
were the holy water that was to wash away the sins 
of Capitalism. The masses,. however, expected deeds; 
and \Vilson gave them words, while the Conference 
gave them deeds of reaction. 

"WIz£'1t Presidmt Wilson came to Europe in Dec
ember, H)18, he appealed to the masses of E1trOpe 
07'l'r tire heads of their governments. N O'lV he is dedl
ling e,rcltlsively with the organized Go'Z!ernments of 
Europe." This was inevitable. Experience showed 
the danger of appealing to the masses: the Bolsheviki 
and the Spartacans did the same thing; and the masses 
must not move, or Capitalism totters. President \Vil .. 
son had to adjust his words to facts; and' the facts 
imposed the necessity of the Peace Conference main
taining the supremacy of Capitalism. The requires·· 
ment of maintaining the supremacy of Capitalism are 
responsible for the great collapse of Woodrow Wil
son,-and his "ideals"-the words-were meant to 
maintain the supremacy of Capitalism. 

The imperialistic war necessarily had to be condud· 
ed by an imperialistic peace. That is the peace bdng 
concluded in Paris, however it may he camouflaged. 

The masses have nothing to hope for from Capital
ism and the representatives of Capitalism. They may 
trust, but their trust will always be a great illusion 
doomed to a great betrayal. The most tragic aspect 
of a tragic war 'is that th~ masses developed dumb. 
hlind hopes of a real change, of a new world; thede 
hopes were exploited by astute diplomats and the 
journalistic hirelings of Capitalism; but this exploit
ation haying accomplished its purpose of developinf 
the popular ideology for "carryon," the mass~ ar 
gi\'cn a stone iwhere they expected bread. 

On all issues, Capitalism and the representatives 9 
Capitalism are necessarily against the proletariat 't 
the liberty of the world. Upon their own action I f' . 

the masses depend: \tpon the implacable and cor~1\ . 
ent class struggle of the conscious proletariat ag ... 
Capitalism and f~r Socialism. 
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In Germany 

THERE is a new struggle preparing itself in Cer
many. This struggle will decide the immediate 

. destiny of the internationl revolution, of So
cialism. If· the revolutionary proletariat conquers 
power, it means the world revolution; if not, it means 
new struggles, a series of class wars which must in
evitably culminate in the Social Revolution. 

Let us summarize the character and the course of 
the German Revolution: it is 0 f the utmost import· 
ance that the Socialist proletariat should clearly un
derstand the implacahle class war that is being waged 
in Germany. 

The agony of the war, the starvation of the people, 
the futility of the prolonged slaughter and defeat, 
provided the opportunity for the masses to act. That 
nloment for Iwhich revolutionary Socialism. a small but 
militant mit,ority, 11ad been waiting and preparing 
for, came. Like a river that has bur~t its banks, the 
waters of the Revolution spread through Germany. 

The Revolution that slowly developed during Octo
ber 1918, broke forth irresistibly in November. The 
revolutionary mass action of the proletariat toppled 
over the Inlperial German regime; the Kaiser fled to 
Holland; e\"erywl1ere the masses organizd Councils of 
Soldiers and Workmen: a new Government was org
anized. 

But this was just the preliminary phas'e of the Rev
olution. The new governinent was controlled by the 
majority "Socialists" represented by Ebert, Schei
demann & Co., who bad, supported the imperialistic 
war, who had opposed the coming of the Revolution, 
and around whom the Ibourgeoisie now rallied against 
Socialism. 

The new bourgeois-"'Socialisf' GO\'ernment main
tained all the old government institutions,-the army, 
the police and the bureaucreacy. Behind it skulked 
the forces of the bourgeoisie, and even of the Junkers. 
I Iindenburg was still in control of the army: Ger, 
many's foreign policy was manipulated by Dr. SoH 
and Dr. Erzberger-all consistent and malevolent re
prescntati\"es of the old regime of Imperialism. of war 
and plunder. 

Against this bourgeois-"SoCialisf' GO\'ernl11ent there 
developed a new revolution, captained by the Sparta
cans, whose program was identical with the program 
of the Dolsheviki. This new re\'olution aimed to 
cverthrow 'the Ebert-~heidemann Government, to 
destroy the power of the old army ann its reactionary 
military chiefs, to destroy the old parliamentary ins
titutions which deceive and shackle the proletarian 
masses, to crush the power of the bourgeoisie, decree 
all power to the Councils (Soviets) and establish a 
new proletarian state of the federal Soviets, upon the 
basis of which the definite introduction of communist 
Socialism could be initiated. This program was to 
link the German Revolution with the Russian Rev
olution, and assure the coming of the world revolt .. 
tion and international Socialism. . . . 

But the majority "Socialists," doing the dirty work 
of the imperialistic bourgeoisie, opposed this revolu
tionary program. They did not want to crush the 
power of the bourgeoisie: they wanted,. not a Socialist 
but a bourgeois democratic repu.blic: they used the 
army and the old govermn'nt forces to crush the pro
letarian revolution. Revolt after revolt of the masses 
was crushed by this combination of the old regime 
and the traitorous Socialists of the bourgeoisie. 

The revolution, in Cermany, as long as it remained 
within its parliamentary limits, had accomplished 
little. True, it had . introduced parliamentary demo
cracy, but it is not by means of parliamentary dct11o
lTdCY that Socialism will comc, hut by means of rev
olutionary aL"tion and proletarian dictatorship. Cap
italism was still in power, The forms of Kaiscrisl11 
had been overthrown, but not the substance, since 
Kaiserist11 did not simply represent the rule of a mon
arch, but the unity of autocracy with imperialistic 
Capitalism: and the power of this Capitalism ood not 
been crushed. 

Threatened by thc oncoming proletarian revolu
tion, the bourgeois-"Socialist" Government not only 
concluder! an alliance with the old regime, but asked 
unitv with the imperialistic governments of the AlIie~ 
to-.:'crush Bolshevism! 

But the masses, tortured by hunger, oppressed hy 
the new reaction, menal"ed by the imperialistic designf' 
of the Allies. acquired new vigor and new purposes, 
Out of each defeat they secured new strength for \Ie\\' 
struggles. • 

Then came the proletarian dictatorship in Ba\'aria. 
the proclamation of a Sodet Republic. This gave 
impetus to the proletarian struggle throughout Ger-

m\'. The .bourgeois-"Socialist" Gm'ernment massed 
11 .. 'ops against the Bavarian Sm'iet Republic: but Mu,t" h is still proletarian and Bolshevik. while all over 
... , mlany the struggle is again flaring into action. 

. The struggle is a struggle to com,plete the Revolu
+;;<n by making it definitely proletarian. Capitalism 
II' .. st be overthrown: the new regime must 110t he a 
"""Time of bourgeois parliamt:ntary democracy. which 
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is the form of expression of bourgeois supremacy, but 
a regime of communist Socialism, which is the form 
of expression of the proletariat. There must 'be a 
new state organized-the state of the organized pro
ducers, of the federatecl Soviets. of proletarian dicta
torship, which alone can break the power of capital. 
\Vorkers' control of industry, communist organization 
of production, the abolition of parliamentary political 
forms,-that alone can assure the life and happiness 
of the workers. that alone can assure Socialism. 

The experience of the re\'olutionary proletariat in 
Germany emphasizes the lessons of the Russian rev
olution: parliamentary, petty bourgeois moderate So
cialism is the worst enemy of the militant proleta
riat. Only through re\'olutionary mass action and 
proletarian dictatorship can the masses conquer pO\ver 
and realize Socialism. 

Which International? 

TH E most important prohlc1l1 ofl itltc\'I1atiotlal So
cialisllI, at this momcnt, is the acceptance or re
jection of the Bolshevik call for a Communist 

Congress, It is important, since its purpose is to rally 
and integrate the ·reyolutionary forces of the prole
tariat and Socialism for action and the conquest of 
power: and it is equally important as a test of the 
revolutionarv character of the different Socialist Par-
ties. -

The minority, the Left Wing Socialist groups e\'ery 
where have enthusiastically accepted the call for an 
international Communist Congress. The Left \Ving 
of the American Socialist Party has; and there is now 
a motion for a referendum to instruct the party's in
ternational delegates to participate only in an Inter
national Congress in which participate the Dolsheviki 
and the Spartacans. But the old majority represent
atives of the party are silent. mostly, on this moment
ous issue: they are evading. perhaps waiting to see 
which way the cat will jump .. , . 

The Socialist Party of France, at its Congress the 
other day, voted down, 894 to 270, a motion to affiliate 
with the Bolsheyik-Spartacan Third International. The 
motion 'adopted was to affiliate with the Second Inter
national (of moderate, petty bourgeois "Socialism." 
which brake down miserably during the war and the 
proletarian revolution) providing that all ·those who 
are Socialists in name only shall be excluded. \\That 
a petty, miserable evasion. characteristic of Jean 
Longuet,who introduced the motion! The value of 
this proposed "exclusion" is tested by the fact that 
the Longuet majority docs not exclude f'Tom its own 
party "those who are Socialists in name only:' 

On the other hand, the Socialist Party, of Italy has 
proclaimed i,ts uncompromising acceptance of the Bol
shevik-Spartacan International. and the revolutionary 
tactics this acceptance imposes. The Exectltive Com
mittee of the Italian party has resolved to sever all 
connections with ,the old International Socialist Btlr
eau and the old International. Its resolution is aggres
siye and incisive. a challenge to militant Socialism: 

\\'hercas, the International Socialist Bureau is an in
strument of the war ,policy of the pseudo-democratic 
hourgeoi~ie tending to mislead the proletariat. and is a 
real ha rrier 'to the reorganization of the Socialist Rev
ulutionarY Internationar: and 

Whereas. all the efforts of the International Social
ist llure;m. now a hostage of the imperialistic bourge
osie of the Entente. to restore the life ane! energy Qf 
the Socialist proletariat hm'e hecn in vain: and 

,,'hen'as, the alliance conclu,h~d at Berne h('tween thl' 
sllcial-patrioti,' tClHkncies of Entente Im)x·rialism and 
th,' social-patri(,tic tendencies of the Imperialism of the 
t\'ntral 1-:mpir('s hrings into th .. 01}en the reactionary 
charach'r of "II thl' factions whu wrre false to. the 
pledgcsmadc hy the Int('rnati"nal ill opposition to thl' 
hourgl'oisie who thrl'w the p('oples into the war; and 

\Vhereas. ill consequence it is impossihlc to coneei,'c 
the co-exis-tence in a single or!.,ranization of those who 
were loyal to the principles of the Interiiational and 
those who hetrayed those principles and are still opposed 
to the reali7..<l·tion of Socialism: and 

\\'hereas. the International Bureau. instead of. as 'oon 
as the war ended. hrining about the immediate con
,'ention of the parties and organizations affiliated with 
the Bureau. loaned itself .to the work of making a suc
('('Ss of thc Berne conference. which was nothing less 
than a caric.aturc of an International So.cialist confer
,'nce: .therefore be it 

Rcsoh'ed. That the Excl'uti,'l' Committee of the Soc
iali~t party of Hal." withdraw from the International 

Socialist Bureau and affiliates with :mel works for tlw 
l'stahlish11lent of the SO)ciali!>! Rl'\'olutionan' Interna
tional upon the hasis alHl princi'pl('s laid do~vn hy tlw 
I{ussian Communist Comrades at ::-Ioscow in t.he month 
of January for the cunn'ning of an TnternMional Soc
ialist confercn'Cc: ancl he it furthI'I' 

Rl'soh'e(1. That the Executi,'e Committec shall carn' 
,u:tin! work tn secure for the aforesaid llUrpose the ad
hesion of those Socialists of all countries who haw 
r<'main('d faithful to the Tnternational. either hI' cOI1\'cn
ing a prl'liminary 11le<'ling or hy any f>thcr acti,;n ,Ieemed 
proper to att'lin the result sought. 

This is 3n ine~capable challegc to militant SOl:ialisl11, 
.\ division is necessary in the International, and in 

our o\\'n \11O\'ement, Tf'hicTt Socialism and 'it,,,ic'" In
ternational. COlllrade~ of the Sodalist Party? 
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Bolshevikjabs 

ST.~Tl~:rICI~~NS .~omput~ that if. the word.s "Bel
gIUm. Belgtans, "Belgian," printed dUring the 
past five years were cut out and pasted together 

into a. strip five inches wide it would go around the 
earth ten times, and that if the adjectives "poor little" 
were added the strip would go around the world fifteen 
times. The Belgians, however, say that on the other 
hand if the same words were printed every time they 
were uttered at the Peace Conference and then cut 
out and pas-ted togetheh the strip resulting would be 
merely sufficient to blot out the first five' headline let
ters of the term Peace Conference. 

* * * * 
Japan being an Oriental nation an<.l not versed in the 

ways of \Vestern diplol11:wy is 1110St indiscreet. In a 
~tatcll1e1Jt regarding the Kort'an situation recently is
sucd the \I'hole trouble is sUJ11med tip as follows:
HThe prescnt trouhle in Korea originated with a group 
of religious associations, some of which are Christian, 
and with certain students, who. unfortunately, bewild
ered by political ambition. misunderstand the term 
'League of Nations' and misconstrue it as meaning 
'self-determination.'" No wonder there is some 
doubt about allowing Japan the innermost - or should 
we say the least open covenants least openly arrived at 
-of the Peace Conference. 

* * * * 
Count Dentia Fraz7.o. membcr of the Italian Parlia; 

ment. is quoted as denouncing "the Bolshevik rule for 
lhtssia:' If all reports are true the worthy count will 
soon have the opportunity of clenouncing "Bolshevik 
rule" much nearer home. 

* * * * 
It is reported that Premier Clemenceau is still wear

ing- his old coat in order to "economize." It is re
ported that the French \\'orkers are -economizing not 
only by wcaring their old coats. but by tightening their 
helts. 

* * * 
'Tis .t pity t hal the workers can't take part in those 

II iplomatic iJanquets at Paris, . \ worker of twenty 
could enjoy the foud l11uch more than 77-year old 
C!emenceau. 

* :!= * 
The nriti~h \Vhitc Book describing the "horrors" of 

Ilolshevism in Russia, savs that in Central Russia the 
linen industry is 50 per' cent of normal, the woolen 
trade 60 per cent, coal production 60 per cent, the cot
ton mills 70 per cent .... The National Manufactu
rers' Association, after completing a survey of business 
in the Cnited State~. reports it as being 25 to 50 per 
cent normal. .. , Well? 

::~ * * 
Is the Cnited States worse off than Russia? 

* :'; :l: * 
Or are the figures a lying moye to frighten the 

workers and get them to accept lower wages? 

* * * * 
"[{ioting- COl1tinues in Indian Cities" says a head-

. htle. Poor England seems fated to be continually 
misunderstood. even in her spectacular sacrifices for 
small and suhjcct Jleoples. 

* * 
The bourgeois liberal l1laga7.ill~s are astonished at 

th~ Chinese pU7.zle 0 t ,the Peace Conference's "policy" 
011 Russia. r .isten to this wail of The New Republic: 

,\nother official Russian plan has just appeared, this 
time in the form of news given out by the State De
partment. The report is that Mr. La'1sing has a policy. 
I t is said to consist in the recognition of Admiral Kol
chak and assistance to him for the prosecution of civil 
war. The .bids in the Russian question, therefore, 
~tat1(l as follows: 

T, Jrr. Wilson and 1fr. George in a signed letter 
to Dr. Xansen: "Cessation of hostilities and complete 
suspension of the transfer of troops and military ma
terial of' a1l sorts to LUld'Within Russia's territory." 

2, Jlr. George to the House of Commons: "\Ve are 
supplying munitions to Kolchak, Denikin and Khark-
If " o . 
3. :\fr. Lansing, suported by )Ir. Wilson, accord

illg to the State Department: "Recognition of the Om
sk government and military support to and 'witltin 
Russia's territorv." 

This can hardly be described as the clear and un
troubled voice of reason speaking to a distracted 
world, Russian policy is still as difficult to follow as 
a Russian novel. The characters change their names 
so often, and their souls are so torn with conflicting 
emotions that their minds are stalled. It is time that 
isomehody issned a guide book in which the relative 
\'alue of letters, speeches and inspired dispatches was 
indicated by one. two and three asterisks . 
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May Day-and the Workers' ,.Dead 
MAY Day isthesyrilb~lofnew life-of the ger

miral sap <If Spring pr.eparing to fructify in 
all the glory of the summer of joy and happiness. 

There is a new life symbolized on Socialist' May 
Day-'-the new life that is comiI)g .when the proletariat 
conquers Capitalism. 

Our May Day isa day of· life. ~ut it is equally a 
day of death. The conscious rebel thinks on this day 
of the workers' dead~i the dead in the shops, mills 
~d tpines; pf the dead in ~he social struggle against 
Capitalism. On more ,than' one May Day hav€; the 
armed forces of Capitalism. meted out death to dem
onstrating workers. 

On this May Day, the·thought of our dead is enl" 
phatic and bitter, made so. by OUT comrade-workers 
who are at this moment meeting death in Eitrope and 
Asia. death imposed by Capitalism in its fierce de
termination to retain suprema<J¥. 

In Russia, scores·of thousands of our worker-com
rades-men, women· and children-have met death in 
·the struggle against the exploiters, in the determination 
to make the world 'finer for those who are·to come 
after them. They diedih the struggle against Czar~ 
ism, that putrjdexcresence of. centuries; tlJey died 
in the struggle against the compromiser Kerensky and 
the compromising "Socialists;" they died in the great 
revolution of November 7, and after in the struggle 
against the counter-revolution; they died in the strug~ 
gle against German Imperialism; and they died in the 
struggle against the invaders that Allied Imperialism 
sent into Russia. And they are dying today,. in the 
struggle against counter-revolution organized and fin
anced by the Allies; more, they are starving, a starv
aliott deliberatdy imposed upon Soviet Russia bv tlte 
brutal blockade of the Allies. . 

But the Russian wotkersand peasants, who have 
seen'the light of the giory,ofthe new societY"of com
munist labor and fraternity; are patiently enduring 
death an~ starvation, in the flaming resolve to assure 
the world revolution against Capitalism. 

',. 
At this molnent, our worker-comrades in Germany dead in the revolutionary. struggle. A\ld think of the 

are dying in the streets, .to overthrow Capitalism and' dead that Capitalism makes in the piping days of peace 
affiliate with Soviet Russia. They, too, are starving; In the days of peace, our worker-"Co'mrades meet 
many have not yet seen the glory; but the Spartacans- death in the shops, n'lillsand mines. They are mangled 
"the, Socialist ~onscienceof ,~he Revolution" ~re ~e- by the machines; they are killed -by industrial diseases; 
termmdly waging the revolutIOnary struggle: In spite they die from over-work and under-nourishment; they 
of death, and all! die by the scores of thousands from industrial accid-

In BavarIa and in Hungary, OUr worker-.comrades ents. Our worker-comrades in th,e mills, shops and 
are dying to assure the supremacy of' the Soviet Re- mines die slowly and they die quickly; but they die. 
public. And their wives and their children die from too much· 

Workers are I.neeting death ill Italy, France, Great wor~, ~rom starvation, fron't- ,that evil thing which is 
Britain, everywhere, in the preliminary action th~t Caplt.,ahsm. . 
will SOOIl flare up in the final revolutionary strugle These dead are dead in the servi<.'e of Capitalism. 
against Capitalism. They die to'make profits for the capitalists, to assure 

Death in the workers" cause is not. death, but life. the supremacy of, Capitalism. It is a miserable, 
In agony and hI tears, in the shadow of the Valley of tragic: de~th. . '. . . 
Death, the proletariat struggles onward to a finer Capltahsm IS terror:' Capltahsm IS death. 
world of life and love and liberty. Not satisfied with the dead it makes in industry, 

Death is the maker of life. Death is 110t death when Capitalism plunges the world into war and accelerates 
used in -the. service ~f life. Lire is not life when used the process- of killing the men and women of the pro-
in the service of death. \etariat.·' 

Capitalism threw our worker-comrades into a re- There is r.ev?1t agaiilst. Capit.alism. ~nd ,there. is 
actionary war, fo meet'starvation, death aQ.d mangling. death. But It IS the death g!onous. It IS a flaming 
It used life in the service of death-the death-in-life d~ath, not the tortured death of the slave who accepts 
that- is Capitalism. It used life against life, death for hIS slavery. , 
death. . On May Day, we think of our dead. Our souls 

Our worker-"Comrades in Europe are using death ~ame out in joy. aqd glory at the thot~ght of o~r ~eaJ 
against death, life for life. They know the price, and In ~~e. revolutionary struggle against S:apltahsm. 
they are paying the price. Their s IS the death supre~e... .. W 6.. t~lnk of our 

. ., .. ,other dead; who met death m mdustry anu In the holes 
But the~e IS aworl~ ~o conquer! Th«:re IS hfe and . that are the homes of the poor. And our hearts droop 

love ~nd ltber.ty to ga~n. . _ ,in sorrow-momentarily; for our hearts on May Day 
It .IS a, ~amlng, glonous .death, .thIS de~th secure~l III cannot harbor sorro\v. hut determiP'atron and inspir

the, IIlsplflng~truggle against t~e .explOiters. It IS a ation to end Capitalisrn that makes death necessary in 
death that uphf,ts, that assures hfe. order to a,ttain life. 
, In this struggle, Capitalism is doing its last kill- On this. May Day, let us resolve to devote all to the 
mg .. : . revolutionary struggle of the international proletariat, 

There is protest against making death in the great to conquer finally ,that for which the workers' dead. 
social struggle. But it is Capitalism tha.t makes the - have died. ' . 

The Ola Strike and the New 
THERE are~wo, ~bvious -reasons for the strike 

wave that IS· rIsmg, up from coast to coast all 
over the United States-two urgent problems that 
confront the working class of America and demano 
immediate solution, t<l prevent 'reduction in wages and 
to actually better qmditions. 

Any demands of the workers for something ,better, 
something worthw'hile is considered dangerous, and 
consequently-scores of cities and towns of 100% 
patriots of yesterday turn "pro-German", "foreign" 
and "Bolsheviki" to-day. 

The capitalists" are ready to trample their wage 
slaves in the gutter, they have 1110bilizezd all their 
forces and are using them with the sinister determin

,ation of clinging to their absolute control over the 
means of human existence, of maintaining their 
bloody supremacy. The' publicity agencies flood the 
country with poisonous and disruptive lies, the 
military and the judiciary institutions work with re
gular martial savagery-in order to nip in the bud 
the struggle of the working class. The capitalist 
ridden so-called labor organizations, the old fashioned 
leaders and labor fakers furnish great services to 
the enemy class. These are most dangerous in their 
injury to the labor class, 

No Iwonder that great confusion is manifested in 
th ranks of the brave fighters of the working classs. 
Their minds are infested with the old ideas, ~hey are 
overwhelmed by the capitalist lies and by the follies 
of the labor fakers, who instead of guiding and or
~anizing strikes are interfering with and obstructing 
them. 

The old philosphy is: that this is no time for 
striking, that business is Slack, and that therefore 
the workers should wait until the next period of 
prosperity-and then ~trike, or rather beg for a job. 
for an increase ill wages, if they are still slaves by 
that time. 

Another opportunist puts it this way: "You are 
not organized, you cannot think of- a strike. Get 
busy, make your shop 100 per cent. unionized, fill· 
your ·treasury and then-then you will not need to 
strike-then you !will get everything without strik
in~." 

That, in a nutshell, is the whole philosophy. of the 
old-fashioned' strike. There certainly is an appendix 
to it, namely: if. "everything" could not' be 
obtained 19y begging and bargaining - then go out, 
but be sure to beware ofsympthetic strikes, of general 
walk ~uts and of other such heresies. Just stay 
out, s you !Went, and consume the savings of your 

By Richard. H~n 

union. When 'you -are hroke again, just walk back 
as if nothing had happened. And do not forget to 
fill the treasury- of your union anew. 

After this you ~an begin this merry-go-round over 
and over again until eternity. 

The high . phrases of democracy al.1d of the Ameri
can standard of living which should. not be lowered 
are forgotten completely. The fakers ar.e willing to , 
let .the hundreds of. thqusands - the millions - of 
working men die from hunger on the streets were 
they were thrown in midwinter and where their rank!! 
are still growing. The fakers willing to submit to 
wage reductions while playing the shrewd game of 
arbitration-although being fully aware of the'sterility 
of aU' the various Labor Boards of Atbitra~ion and 
conciliation. 

The unique and strongest weapon in the prossesion 
of working class-the strike, has been annulled by the 
old labor leaders. Aind it is being used to the detri
ment of the workers, for instance in the textil.: in
dustry-The John C'ralden clique fomellted unrest and 
• 'threatened" strikes in order to obtain 12 1-2 per 
cnt reduction of the "royal" weekly wages of 13 1-2 

dollaJ;S of the textile workers. Apparently these 
fakers are working under the direction of the \\Toolen 
Trust and the famous Arkwright Club. 

The real magnificent strike - like the Seattle 
general strike-are denounced and damned by the 
GOl1lifJerS gang although' this strike was led by bona
fide bodies of the American Federation of Labor 

To postpone strikes until "periods" of prosperity. 
until the bosses begin to look for men instead of 
being annoyed by job seekers is folly, because during 
the most normal and prosperous periods the labor 
:market is just as crowded. The army of the un
employed is ab\yays there-to furnish scabs in addition 
to the organiz'ed scahbery of the Gompers gang. 

T{) postpone strikes until the shops are 100 per 
cent organized and ,until the treasuries are full is 
another fairy tale. The work of organization has been 
conducted energetically for decades-;md where are 
we at present? Rave we organized 10 per cent. of- the 
workers in America? "'here are the remaining 90 
per cent? How many centuries will be needed to bring 
them into unions?- Bv that time all of us will have 
died of starVation and of vile working conditions. 
Be!?ides - organzation in itsel f is an empty word; 
it can be used for bad as well as good purposes. For 

ihstance, wouldn't it he of tremendous bellefidal for 
the cause of the workers of America if the Gompers 
ridden part of Labor Orgaization didn't exist at' all ? 

Essential as it is, the conscious organization of 
o()f labor can never embrace the whole class or even the_~ 
majority of it. To ,think of it is LTtopian. To wait 
for it and to postpone the strugle on that account is 
a crilllH-,al folly. The forces of capitalism are too 
powerful to permit such a union to spread peacefully 
and t(} absorb a considerable part of the working class. 

The process of organiza.tion itself-of forming class 
('011 sciotl S fighting unions-requires .strikes.· The 
hl'st unions have been horn during the storms of 
actual struggles. 

Pull 'a strike wherever you can-if you want a 
g-ood oganization;. Where the circumstances warrant, 
where there exists sentiment-pull a strike. Stir up 
the existing unrest to open flames jf you want an or
ganization. 

Throw into the waste basket the old concept that a 
strike, once begun, 1)1USt. be continued for months! 
On the contrary-let them be brief, let them last just 
as long as is needed' to furnish the strikers with some 
educatio11, in dassstrugjtle. Continuous meetingS' 
and daily leaflets on the situation are the 1110st essen
tia,l points of the 1>rogram twhile' the str;ike lasts. 
For l11en, who cannot spare a nickel a day for dues 
on account of low wags-even a week. m<L.v appear 
<L fairly long time. This ~ducationshould make 
every man understand that in a strike, as in every war. 
retreats and attacks are used and hoth are liecessary 
for victory. Every participant in case of war I11USt he 
ready to retreat-that is go back into the shops like' 
an organized army with the' grim determination to 
come out again, to fall upon the enemy at any moment 
with new energy and better equipment. If such 
euucation is ohtained if the eyes of -the strikers are 
opened as much as that-then even a so-called I()~t 
strike is a l1lagnificent victory. 

This is not an idle theory, hut a very vractical sug'
getion-applied with great success under almost <i~<; 
bad political conditions as p~vai1 at present here 
in ~merica, namely-under the regime of the Czar 
Nicholas. the last of Russia. 

The American workers are seething with tt1ue<;< Tt 

can't remain ttninfluenced hy the labor struggles 
glorious victories in different countries of Eu 
amI other parts of the world. The economic . 
ditions in Amerka are over-ripe for revolution. 
i!!olated strikes ;ire hound to become more genel 
more consciotts in their means and ends. 
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After One Year • Soviet Russia In 
COMRADES: The composition of this conven

tion in itself indicates, in my opinion, the con
siderable change and the big step forward that 

l~s been made by us, the Soviet Republic, in the field 
bi Socialist reconstruction; and particularly in adjust
ing our agricultural relations, the most impor·tant for 
our country. In this convention are united represent
atives from the Land Committees, from the Commit
tees of the 'Poor Peasants, and from the agricu!.tural 
communes; and this unity shows that during a brief 
period-just a year--our Revolution has gone very 
far in reconstructing those relations which are the 
hardest to -change, which in previous revolutions were 
the 1110s.t difficult obstacles to Socialism, and which 
require fundamental reconstruction in order to insure 
the victory of Socialism. 

The first period, the first link in the development of 
our Revolution was characterised mainly by the victory 
over the common enemy of the peasantry, the victory 
over the pomieschicks (land-owning nobility). . 

All of you comrades know very well that the March 
(1917) Revolution-the Revolution of the bourgeoisie 
and the compromisers-promised this victory over the 
land-owners, but did not fulfill the promise. Only 
the November Revolution and the victory of the pro
letariat in the cities, only the P9wer of the Soviets 
made it possible in reality to clean up all Russia from 
end to end of the disease of .serfdom, to deliver the 
peasantry f'rom the old feudal exploitation, from feud
al land-ownership, and generally from the yoke of the 
pomieschicks. 

in this' struggle against the land-owners, the peas
ants rose in mass. They couldn't do otherwise. In 
this struggle were united all the poor peasants, those 
who did not live by hiring and exploiting other men. 
In this s.truggle, also, were united the most prosperous 
.and richest of the peasantry, who cannot exist without 
hired labor. 

While our Revolution had this task on its hands. 
while it had to use all the efforts of the united poor 
peasantry and the city proletariat in order to annihil
ate the power of the land-owners, the Revolution had 
to remain a peasant's, an agrarian revolution, and 
couldn't break through its bourgeois limits. 

The Revolution as yet didn't touch the more power
ful and more modern enemy of the toilers-Capital. 
There was danger that it would end half way, as did 
the revolutions o,{ western Europe, where the united 
efforts of the peasantry and the proletariat destroyed 
the monarchies, and more or less completely annihil
ated .the remnants of feudalism and feudal land-owner
ship, but where the fundamentals of the power of 
Capitalism were not affected. 

And this much more important and most difficult 
task we started to accomplish at the end of ,the summer 
of 1918 and in the fall, by means of our Revolution. 
The counter-revolutionary movement, which be~an in 
the summer oii 1917, became very strong. The invad
ing armies of the imperialists of western Europe were 
re-inforced by the hireling Czecho-Slovaks and by all 
the forces of exploitation and oppression still existent 
in Russia. This counter-revolutionary movement dev
eloped new currents and a new life in the rural dist
ricts. 

The desperate counter-revolts against the Soviets 
brought together all the European imperialis.ts, the 
Czecho-Slovaks and everyone in Russia who stood for 
the feudal land-owners and Capitalis.m. The rich peas
ants joined the counter-revolutionary movcment. 

The rural districts ceased to be united. The peas
ants who had fought as one man against ·the land
owners (/'011/ ieschicks) were split into two amtagon
istic groups, the rich and the poor peasants. 

The poorest toiling peasants went hand in hand with 
the proletariat ,toward Socialism. continuing the strug
gle against Capitalism. The feu(ial nobility being 
eliminated they now had to fight against the power of 
money, against the speculators and the rich peasants, 
who tried to use ,the great change in land-ownership 
for their own personal profit. In this struggle all the 
bourgeois and exploiting classes were swept aside. and 
Ollr revolution started as a whole on the march toward 
Socialism, which the city proletariat had initia-ted in 
November, 1<)17; but which did not become general
and never could-until the rural population, the peas
antry, gave the proletariat united and detennined sup
port. 

There we have the ,tremendously important link of 
our Revolution forged during the last summer and 
autumn. The Revolution penetrated the most back
ward ami isolated sections of Russia, spreading all 
through the rural districts. It was not quite so spect
acular and conspicllolls a movement as the COIIP d'('fat 
of November 1917, but of much more importance and 
deeper significance. 

By N. Lenin 
Translated by R. HANSEN 

Address to the Convention of Delegates of 
the Committees of' Agricultural Laborers 
(Poor Peasants) and Agricultural Communes 

(December, 1918), 

The forming of Committees of· the Poor (agricult
ural laborers, hired farm-workers) in the villages sig
nalized that the fight against the nobility waS comp
leted and that the working class had 'begun the much 
harder and historically much more important struggle 
for Socialism. It was an immense task to awaken the 
class-consciousness of 'the agricultural laborers 'and 
poorest peasants, and to weld them into one class with 
the city proletariat. Without this, the decree socializ
ing the land would have been a paper decree. The 
agricultural laborers and the poorest peasants, together 
with all those who do not exploit other men and do not 
live upon the toil of others, constitute the vast major
ity of the people. They are not interested in the con
tinuance of exploitation, and were capable of goillg 
beyond the abolition of the feudal land-owners. They 
did go beyond this, emerging definitely into the pro
letarian struggle against -Capitalism and for the estab
lishment of Socialism. 

This was the difficult task. Everybody who doubted 
the p6ssi.bility qf a Socialist revolution in our country 
prophesied inevitable failure in this task. Upon it 
depends our success in the future. The formation of 
committees of the agricultural laborers and poorest 
peasants, that soon covered the whole country like a 
net, the growth and transformation of' these committees 
into actual and powerful Soviets, was destined to 
assume control of the proletarian constructive work in 
rural Russia. This is the distinctive f~ture of our 
Revolution, that differs so profoundly from the usual 
bourgeois democratic revolutions of western Europe. 

No doubt, in a country so dominantly agricultural 
as Russia, Socialist reconstruotion is hampered by very 
large o'bstacles. It was comparatively an easy job to 
depose the Czar, to abolish the power of the nobility. 
This was accomplished in a few days in the larger 
centres, in a few weeks all over the country. But the 
problem we are facing now can be solved only through 
a long period of hard work. Here we must go on 
Sotep by step, inch hy inch, to conquer Russia for actual 
Socialism. to cultivate land on a communistic basis. 

And it is obvious that the transition from individual 
small famling to communistic production will require 
a long period. It cannot be done in a day. 

We know very well that in countries where small 
farming is predominant, the transition to Socialism 
requires many preliminary measures and gradual steps. 
Being aware of this during the November Revolution 
we put forward only the demand for the confiscation 
of' the lands of the nobility-we made every effort to 
sweep away the power of the pomieschicks. Later 
on (March 1918) the new law of the socialization of 
land was introduced unanimously, by the represent
atives of the communist workers as well as by the 
peasants' delegates to the Soviets, who were not as 
yet communists. This law is the embodiment of the 
will and aspirations of the majority of the peasants, 
and it shows at the same time that the proletariat and 
the Communist Party (Bolsheviki). being aware of 
their duties, are relentlessly abd patiently pursuing 
the path of Socialist reconstruction, taking systematic 
steps to awaken the poorer peasantry. Every step 
forward is based upon this awakening and organization 
of the peasantry. 

\Ve know very well that such a reconstruction in 
the life of ,tens of' millions of people, which is trans
forming the deepest foundations of everyday relation ... 
and habits-the transition from private individual pro
duction to communist agriculture-is to be accomp
lished only 'by prolonged and insistent efforts, can 
be aocompJished onay when necessity compels the 
people to reconstruct their life. 

Ahd after the long and terri'ble world war we can 
perceive the beginning of the social revolution all over 
the world. Even in the most backward countries there 
now exists a necessity tha.t-independent of all theo
ries or Socialistic teachings,---'"speaks authoritatively to 
each and everyone that life cannot go on as before. 

When a country has suffered such a gigantic dest
ruction and has been thrown into chaos, when we see 
that this chaos is being spread all over the world, that 
an the results of civilization, science and technique 
acquired by humanity during ages of unrelenting toil
when we see all this wantonly destroyed in four years 
of a capitalistic war of plunder and conquest, when 
all of Europe has been brought back to barbarism
then the broad masses and especially .the peasants, who 
suffered most of all from this war, begin to realize 

that all forces and extraordinary efforts must he 
exercised in order to get rid of this inheritance o~ 
the damned war, that has brought us on the brink of 
utter exaustion and misery. It has become impossible 
to. continue to live as we did before the war, it has 
become impossi.ble to continue the wastage of human 
energy in primitive production on a small individual 
basis. The results of human labor would be doubled . 
or trebled, the conservation of human energy would be 
doubled or trebled if communistic production could be 
put in place of individual private production. 

The devastation that we inherited from the war does 
not permit us to restore this system of small agricult.
ural production. More than that. The majority of 
the-peasants not only have been awakened by the war, 
not only are they aware of the wonders of technique 
for purposes of destruction of men and goods, but 
they are awakened also to the consciousness, that this 
marvelous technique must be applied in the 1Il0st neces
sary and most backward branch of human economies 
-in agriculture. This applies to science which has 
been utilized for sinister purposes of Capitalism, f'rom 
now on must serve humanity. Our duty is to turn 
agriculture to new roads, to abolish the old primitive 
methods and base production on the very last conquest 
of science and the achievements of modern technique. 
The consciousness of this necessity has been awakened 
by· the war in higher degree than we really appreciate. 
Besides this awakening, the war also made a return 
to old methods quite impossible. 

Those people who cherished ·the hopes of restor
ation of the old, are compelled to realize their blunder 
more and more with every passing day. The dest-
. ruotion brought about by the war was so monstrous, 
that our small individual farms do not have either 
cattle or implements or tools. The limit was reach
ed. The poorest toiling peasantry, which gave highest 
number of martyrs for the revolution, which were 
most terribly victimized .by the war-did not take the 
land from the nobility for the purpose of turning it 
over to the s~ulators from their own class-to the 
rich peasants. Before t his poor peasantry life 
itself puts the problem of communism in agriculture, 
as the only means of restoring the civilization that 
was annihilated ,by war, as the only way out of the 
darkness, the misery and the oppression-these ~'bles&
ings" of' Capitalism for the peasants-which gave to
the capitalists the possibility of torturing humanity 
1\7'11 r the war for four years, and from ~hich the 
toilers have decided to liberate themselves all over 
the world. 

Comrades, when we adopted the law of socialization 
of the land there was no full unity of opinion between 
the Communists and other par,ties. The left wing of 
Social-Revolutionists, who suported the Soviets. did 
not ,believe in communism in agriculture. And never
theless the vote was unanimous. And this communist
ic law prevails and; is gaining ground. The struggle 
in cities was simp.1e. There we got a thousand Iworker!! 
against one cap)talist. In rural districts the struggle 
became more complicated. The first onrush against 
the noble land-owners was crowned with complete and. 
easy victory. Then the struggle among the peasantry 
itself took root. The speculators and exploiters of 
the peasant class set out to get fortunes out of the 
spoils and from the sufferings of the hungry indust
rial proletat:iat of the cities. A number of riots and 
revolts occured during the summer of 1918. Later 
on we had to adjust the relations between the poores.t 
and the medium, small· peasantry. And our policy was 
to unite these two groups. The medium, small peasants 
are not enemies of the Soviets, neither of' the prole
tariat, nor do they oppose Socialism. Certainly they 
are unreliable, they are with I1S only when they see 
on practical grounds, that socialization is a measure of 
necessity. They cannot be converted by theoretical 
discussion or by propaganda. \Ve don't have illusions 
on that score· But they are heing converted by the 
example set by the detern'lined unity of the toiling 
peasantry with the city proletariat. Gradually during 
a longer period, by a number of transitory measures. 
the unitv of the t'ommunists with the medium, small 
peasantry can be accomplished successfully. 

The policy of the Soviets in agriculture is thc intro
duction of communism all over the country. In this 
direction they are working sys.tematically. For this 
purpose the Soviets are organizing land communes 
under their own management. To·this end are made 
the provisions that the priority of the utilization of 
land belongs to the state, then to public organizations. 
next to agricultural communes. These provisions. are 
necessarv for the transition to complete CommuOlsm. 

The Soviets are using unrelenting efforts to this 
I'Tld. They asigned a billion rubbles for improvements. 
provided that this sum is spent for transition to com
munal production. 

(" 
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Welcome - Soldiers and Sailors! 
W HEN the Uni.ted States entered the war the 

problem of withdrawing two million men 
from industry was one of the vital topics of 

the day. Many suggestions of mote or less value 
were offered whereby this huge depletion of industry 
could be effected without throwing the whole indus
trial machinery out of gear. The army of unemployed, 
which is one of the concomitants of Capitalism, and 
the influx of ,women into industry, however, solved 
th problem without the aid of the e:rperts. NevCir
theless much ink was spilled and great anxiety for the 
welfare of the country was manifested. 

But now that we are faced with the much greater 
problem of turning two million men back into industry 
tire experts, for the most part, are silent and the news
papers and magazines are apparently ignorant of the 
entire subject. The soldier, who during the war was 
a hero, the idol of the crowd, the darling of the nation, 
has now become a disagreeable problem. He is no 
longer mentioned in polite society. After he has been 
brought hack, paraded through the streets and 
showered with the verbal laurels, 'he is expected to 
return to the obscurity from which he sprang and to 
take his place in the ranks of the jobless, not as a 
returned soldier, wearing a uniform with service 
chevrons and would stripes on the sleeves, but as 
an . ordInary member of the proletariat, who through 
hard luck is out of a job, to whom society owes nofo-
ing and who must expect nothing from society. 

When he insists on looking for work in his uniform 
he is covertly reproached for his lack of taste, and 
when he very naturally replies that he is in uniform 
because. he has no civilian clothes, society assumes an 
air of injured dignity and says "something must be 
done." The "something" usually takes the form of a 
charity bazaar o.r concert, and when it is found that 
the soldier cannot be comfortably disposed of in the 
same way as our industrial cripples-by relegation to 
an institution-society becomes very annoyed indeed 
and leaves him to his own resources. 

It must not ,be assumed, however, that the returned 
soldier is not 'Welcomed. On the contrary, he is very 
welcome. All the newspapers say so, electric signs 
blazon forth the fact to the world by night, while 
appropriately colored posters herald it by day. 
Every railroad in the country announces thc fact; 
aldermanic resolutions inscribc it on elity 'records; 
triumphal arches, monuments of the contractor's art, 
(and the bills for same, monuments to his imagin
ation), establish it beyond dispute. There is no lack 
of the external symbols of welcome. And every suc
ceeding troopship that reaches port is a signal for 
new parades. But after being welcomed the soldier 
is supposed to gracefully disappear. 

When he sailed alway to France, service flags wcre 
flung to the breeze. Every employer hung out a 
banner, the number of whose stars told the immensity 
of the sacrifice made by the firm in allowing its em
ployes to march off to war, hired new employes and 
forgot about the matter until the casualty list caused 
the substitution of a gold star for one of the blue ones. 
Now the service flags have disappeared, and the sug
gestion that it should be replaced by a flag showing 
the number of returned soldiers reinstated in their 
old jobs is quietly ignord. The truth of the matter 
is that the employer, :being first and last a business 

By Eadmonn MacAlpine 
man, docs not want men who have developed the 
independence and self-reliance that comes to those 
who have stared death in the face. 

The master dearly loves a willing slQve, and the 
employe whose slave training is unbroken by adventure 
in foreign fields invariably proves the better servant. 
The man who has daily brushed shoulders with death 
is not likely to cower before a foreman's glance. A1td 
so the returned soldier's welcome ceases when he re
turns to civilian life and offers 'himself for sale in the 
labor market. He has been welcomed and feted and 
hc must step down to make room fur the next batch 
who will be welcomed and fetcd in its tum. 

But the returned soldier must live, he must find 
employment, and what better occupation could he get 
than assisting in the welcome to his brothers in arms? 
A ncw industry is created by the spirit of welcome, 
flags and buttons proclaiming the welcomc are. manu
factured and offered for sale. And who can refuse 
to buy from a soldier, especially if he has been wound
ed in the country's service? Here is the solution of 
the problem! Let the soldier sell the welcome buttons 
-the soldier is kept busy, the public is ashamed to 
refuse the salesman, and the manufacturer makes 
money. 

Thus .the streets of our cities are swarming with 
soldiers in uniform, offering gaudy buttons and bunt
ings for sale. Fine up-standing fellows are reduced 
to street 'hawking, and street hawking is a hard job. 
The returns are small, the hours of work are long and 
the experience is humiliating. Alfter a spell of this 
work the spirit ,is broken and the slave psychology 
again gains the ascendency. Any job, where the 
begging clement is absent. is welcome and the fore
man's glancc regains its old power. 

It is only fair to give honor where honor is due, 
and some cities have attempted to make provision for 
the returned soldiers. New York is a notable example. 
The city fathers have decided that soldiers shall have 
precedence in the matter of licences for newstands, 
street comer stores, etc. The intensity of the scramble 
for a living is depended upon to render the soldier 
hlind to the fact that in this manner old men aml 
women will be deprived of their livelihood and the 
city fathers know .that it is easier to deal with starving 
hawkers than with out-of~work soldiers. 

The provisions made by a grateful country for its 
returned soldiers have not yet tieen exhausted. The 
sweep of revolution aeross the world has not left 
America unmoved. Labor is everywhere manifesting 
the spirit of unrest and strikes are a daily occurrence, 
60 the soldier -is offered the job of strike breaking. 
Himself suffering under the ntle of the industrial 
'barons the soldier is expected to jump at the offer of 
earning a few dollars by scabbing on his brother in 
industry who is in revolt a:gainst intolerable conditions. 
Being hardened in .the fire of war the soldier is 
thought to be impervious to the plea of the women 
and children out of whose mouths he is to snatch the 
bread! This is the final insult heaped on the soldier 
by the professional patriots. 

Hut the sol~tier has a better opinion of himself than 

have his culogizers. In almost every case he has re
fused to scab. A case n point is furnished in Holyoke, 
Massachusetts: In one of the shops 200 boiler-makers 
went on strike against a cut in wages. ~bout tllirty 
soldiers were sent to the plant from Springfield. a 
distanee of about ten miles. When they arrived the 
strikers' pickets informed them that the shop was on 
strike, whereupon the soldiers unanimously refused to 
enter the premises, some of them, it is said, walking 
back to Springfield because they were unable to afford 
the carfare. Inddents of this kind are numerous and 
the evidence obtainable' overwhelmingly proves that 
not only is the soldier unwilling to become a strike
breaker but he actively sympathizes with the strikers. 
going out on the picket lines with his fonner fellow 
workers, as in Butte, Seattle, Lawrence, Paterson, and 
Newark. In fact, the presence of soldiers in uniform 
on . the picket lines has caused all order to be issued 
which amounts to prohibiting the soldier from striking 
or taking part in a strike in his capacity as a returned 
soldier. 

So long. however, as the soldier acts as an individual. 
so long he will be subjected to these indignities; no 
matter how much he sympathizes with his brother in 
the shop he will be powerless to help him, no matter 
how pitiful is his own plight he will be powerless to 
help himself. The only solution is organization. But 
the organization must be along industrial lines. along 
the lines of his class. Societies similar to those formed 
by the veterans of other wars are wors~ than useless 
as they use the soldier against himself. Mutual admir
ation societies, however much they may pander TO 

the vanity onhe individual soldier, are a danger to his 
interests and invariably degenerate into a machine for 
utilizing his vote in the interests of a particular group 
of politicians. 

The soldier and sailor must organize, not as heroes 
but as men. They must unite with the workers in 
industry. They must organize without any "letters 
patent" and they must themselves control the organiz
ation. They must recognize their citizenship, their 
basic unity of interest with their brothers in industry 
and they must unite their organiza·tion with that of 
the workers through Soldiers', Sailors' and Workers' 
Councils. 

The bourgeois statesmen of thc world have provClI 
their inability to fac~ the real problems arising out of 
the war, they have demonstra.ted their bankruptcy 
alike in power and ability. If the world is to be saved 
from future misery and chaos the proletariat must 
decide. and the soldiers and sailors are by no means 
the least important sections of the proletaria.t. Organ
ization along the proper lines is the solution of the 
immediate problems facing the soldiers and sailors. 
If those who have already returned will form and 
perfect such organization they can assure ·their broth
ers in arms, who are yet across the seas. a real \Vel
come Home, a welcome in which the men and women 
in the workshops, factories, fields and mines-the men 
al1d women who want to welcome Jack and Bill and 
T0111-can join without the reservation caused by fear 
of unemployment in their hearts. 

Lenin or Wilson - the Bourgeoisie Scents Danger 

I F one could. for a momellt. take himself to the skies 
and secure a bird's-eye view of the starmy, bloody 

struggle. the sufferings and tears that are agonizing 
our world, it wold appear clearly as a struggle between 
Bolshevism and Capitalism-a deadly clash between 
the new, glorious proletarian-communist society to
wards which humanity is advancing. and the old rott
ing capitalist system which is desperately trying to 
save itself from destruction. 

The ultimate result of this clash-which the bour
geois press, accustomed to think in terms of '"great 
men," calls a struggle "bevween Lenin and \Vilson" 
-is easily foretold. At this moment, the forces of 
the two opponentg are almost equal; but the fon-cs 
of one. the revolutionary proletariat. grow and multi
ply, while the forces of the other. Capitalism, are rap
idly on the wane .... 

It is quite natural, accordingly. that a view of this' 
great spectacle of struggle and revolution pro\'okes 
a feeling of sadness in the bourgeois press. 

Precisely this spirit is wafted fro111 an editorial rc
cently appearing in the big bourgeois paper. the Xcw 
York A mericall : 

"Th'! fate of the world is being decided not in Paris. 
h'1t in Berlin."' Thi~ i:. the tragic announcement, at 
ti·~ Yen' beginning of the editorial. But as you may 
f,!"' 'an from a further n:a(\il1:":- of the editorial. and 
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particularly. if YOlt are capable of reading between 
the lines-the real situation which .evokes this spirit 
of resignation is that the "fate of the world" is being 
decided, 110t in Berlin. but in-Moscow .... Berlin. 
in this case, plays the part of a "dam" which holds 
back the Bolshevik revolutionary stream that threat
ens to flood the whole of Europe. 

It is not surprising that the thought of the writer of 
the editorial runs ahead of events, and paints a lurid 
picture, full of horrors. of what may happen when 
"this last defense of Europe against anarchy'" will be 
destroyed and '·Prussia fait into the hands of the 
Reds." .. : 

. \nd the i>icture, indeed, is a terrible one! ... ·'The 
other governments of Europe will tumble in swift 
ruins. . ... Tt is impossible that either the French or 
1 talian Governments can retain power over their pro
letariats if the resources and population of Germany 
and Austria arc added to thc vast territory and the 
millions of people over which the Red Flag now 
wavcs."· 

And, for the imformation of those who doubt that 
Frante and Italy might become "victims" of Bolshe
"ism, the A II/l'ricall savs: 

··En:ry well informed man knows that the Red~ in 

Frallce and Italy and in England, too, are -eagerly 
"'ailing to strike great blows for the International, 
and that thc signal for these blows would be the Red 
Flag waving over Berlin and the message that the 
Red Armies of Russia, Prqssia, Bavaria, Austria and 
Hungary were marching to the help of their comradcs 
in Paris and in Rome." 

hRed Flag and the Hymn of the International are 
neither one new to France or to Itaaly And there 
are millions of Frenchmen and Italians ready to be 
led to march under the blood colored banner. singing 
the songs of revolution .... " 

Tn horror at this picture painted hy his imagination. 
the writer of the American editorial turns to the 
statesmen sitting at the Peace Conference in Paris 
with the appeal to lessen their uellicose spirit and 
spare "democratic Gennany," and not to throw it 
into the embrace of the "reds" by too exacting and 
humiliating demands. 

'"Remember."-the American cautions severeh'. but 
at the same timc softly-"remember, if Berlit{ falls 
beneath the hlows of Bolshcvism, the Peacc Confcr
ence will be lucky if it call find ships to carry its mem
bers away from Europe." 

Have not these "words of caution" something to 
do with e,'ents at Murmansk among the American 
troop~. and our own situation in this country? 
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A Call to the Workers of the World 
PROLETARI.ANS! Men and \Vomen of Labor! 

Comrades! 
The revohltion in Germany has come! The mass

es of the soldiers who for four years were driven to 
slaughter for the sake of capitalistic profits; the masses 
of workers, who for four years were exploited, crush
ed, and starved, have revolted. Prussian militarism, 
that fearful tool of oppression, that scourge of human
ity-lies broken on the ground. Tts 1110st noticeable 
representatives, and therewith the most noticea'ble--of 
those guilty of this war, the Kaiser and the Crown 
Prince, have fled from the country. Workers' aIHI 
Soldiers' Councils have been formed everywhere. 

Workers of all countries, we do not say that in Ger
many all power 'actually lies in the hands of the work
ing people, that the complete triu~ph of the proleta
rian revolution has already been attained. There still 
sit in the government all those Socialists who in Aug
ust, 1914, abandoned our most precious possession, 
the Internation~l, who for four years betrayed the 
German working class and the International. 

But, workers of all countries, now the German pro
letarian himself. speaks to you. We believe we have 
the .right to appear before your forum in his name. 
From the fjrst day of this war We endeavored to' do 
our international duty by fighting that criminal gov
ernment with all our power and branding it as the 
one really guilty of the war. 

N ow at this moment we are justified before history, 
before the International and ,beffOre the Germ,an pro
letariat. The masses agree with us enthusiastically, 
constantly widening circles of the proletariat share the 
conviction that the hour has struck for a settlement 
with capitalistic class rule. 

But this great task cannot be accomplished by the 
German proletariat alone; it can only fight and triumph 
by appealing to the solidarity of the proletarians of 
the whole world. 

Comrades of the belligerent countries, we are aware 
of your situation. We know full well that your gov
ernments, now that they have won the victory, are 
dazzling the eyes of many strata of the people with 
the external 'brilliancy of their triumph. "Ve know 
that they thus succeed through the success of the 
murdering in making its causes and aims forgotten. 

But we also know that in your countries the prole
tariat made the most fea.rful sacrifices of flesh and 
blood, that it is weary of the dreadful butchery, that 
the proletarian is now returning to his home, and is 
finding want and misery there, while fortunes amount
ing to billions are heaped up in the hands of a :ftew 
capitalists. He has recognized, and will continue to 
recognize, that your goventments, too, have carried on 
the war for the sake of the big money bags. And he 
will further perceive t1~t your governments, when 
they spoke of "justice and civiliza.tion" and of the 

The revolutionary aspirations of May Day 
.are magnificently expressed in this appeal of 

Karl . Liebknecht, Rosa Luxemburg, Franz 
Mehring and Klara Zetkin, issued Decemb 
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"protection of smal1 nations," 1l1eant capitalist profits 
as snrely as di{1 olin; when it talked a·oout the "defence 
of home": and that the peace of "justice" :1t1d of the 
"League of Nations" are hut a part of the same has\.' 
hrigandage that produced the peace of Brest-Litovsk. 
Here as well as there the same shameless Illst fOI' 
booty, the same desire for oppression, the sallie de
termination to exploit to the limit ·the brutal prepond· 
erance of murderous steel. 

The Imperialism of all countries knows no' "under
standing," it it knows only one right--capital's profits; 
it knows only one language-the sword; it knows only 
one method-violence. And if it is now talking in all 
countries, in yours as well ours, about the "League of 
Xations," "disarmament:' "rights of' small nations," 
"self-determination of the peoples," it is merely using 
the cllstomary lying phrases of the. rulers for the 
purpose of lulling to sleep the watch fullness of the 
proletariat. 

Proletarians of all countries! This must be the last 
war! "Ve owe that to the twelve million murdered 
victims, we owe that to our children, we owe that to 
humanity. 

Europe has been ruined by this damnable slaughter. 
Twelve million bodies cover the grewsome scenes of 
this imperialistic crime. The flower of youth and the 
best man power of the peoples have been mowed down. 
Uncounted productive forces have been annihilated. 
Humanity is almost ready to bleed to death from the 
unexampled blood-letting of history. Victors and 
vanquished stand at the edge of the abyss. J-lul11!lnity 
is threatened with famine, a stoppage of the entirc 
mechanism of pro~uction, plagues, and degeneration. 

The great criminals of this {earf'lll anarchy, of this 
unchained chaos-the ruling classes-are not ahle to 
c4lntrol their own creation. The beast of l'apital that 
conjured up the hell of the world war is incapable 
of banishing it. of r-estoring real order, of insuring 
bread and work, peace and civilizatioll, justiee and 
liberty, to tortured humanity. 

"Vhat is being prepared by the ruling classes as 
peace and justice is only a new work of brutal force 
from which the hydra of oppression, hatred and fresh, 
bloody wars raises its thousand heads. 

Socialism alone is in a position to complete the gn'at 
work of permanent peace, to heal the thousand wounds 
from which humanity is 'bleeding, to transform the 
plains of 'Europe, trampled down by the passage of the 
apocryphal horseman of war, into blossoming gardens, 
to conjure up ten productive forces for everyone 

destroyed, to awaken all the physical and moral energ
ies of· humanity, and to rcplace hatred and dissension 
with internal solidarity, harmony, and respect for 
every human being. 

If representatives of the proletarians of alll'Ountries 
could but clasp hanels uncler the hanner of Socialism 
for the purpose of making peace, then peace would be 
l:oncluded in a fe\v hours. Then there will be no dis
Illlted questions about the left hank of the Rhine, Mes
opotamia, Egypt or l'olonies. Then there will be only 
olle people: 1 he toiling hlll11an beillgs of all races and 
tOllgl\(,~. Then there will he only one right: the equal
ity of all l11en. Theil there will be only cne a,im: pros
perity and progress for everybody. 

Humanity is facing the alternative: Dissolution and 
downfall in capitalist anarchy, or regeneration through 
the social revolution. The hour of fate has struck. 
If you believe in Socialism, it is now time to show it 
by deeds. If you are Socialists, now is the time to act. 

Proletarians of all countries, if we now summon 
you for a common struggle it is not done for the sake 
of the Crl!rman capi.talists who, under the label of 
"'German natioll," are trying to escape the consequen
ces of their own crimes: it is being done for your sake 
.as well as for. ours. Remember that your victorious 
capitalists stand ready to suppress in blood our rev
olution, which they fear as they do their own. You 
yourselves have not become any freer othrough the 
"victory," you have only become still more enslaved. 
J f your .ruling classes succeed in throttling the prole
tarian revolution in Germany, and in Russia, then they 
will turn against you with redoubled violence. Your 
capitalists liope that victory over us and -over revolu
tionary Russia will give thel1l the power to scourge you 
with a whip of scorrpions. 

Therefore the proletariat of Germany looks towar·d 
yOll in this hOl1r. Germany is pregnant with the social 
revolution, but Socialism can only be realized by the 
proletariat of the world. 

And therefore, we call to you: "Arise for the strug
gle! Arise for action! The time for empty mani
flestos, platonic resolutions, and high-sounding words 
is gone! The hour of action has struck for the Inter
national!" We ask you to elect Workers' and Soldiers' 
Councils everywhere that will seize political power, 
and, together with us, will restore peace. 

;\' ot Lloyd George and Poincare, not Son nino, Wil
son, and Erzberger or Scheidemann, must he allowed 
to make peace. Peace must be concluded under the 
waving banner of the Socialist world revolution. 

Proletarians of all countries! \Ve call upon you 
to complete the work of Socialist liberation; to give a 
human aspect to the disfigured world and to make 
true those words with which we often greeted each 
other in the old days and which we sang as we parted: 
"And the Internationale shall be the human race!' 

Bourgeois or Proletarian Dictatorship-Which? 
THE dark forces of Capitalism always avail them

selves of the opportunity, at any. favorable 
moment, to raise a howl about the "horrors" of 

the dictatorship of the proletariat in Russia. To Rus
sia is now added the Soviet RepUblics of Hungary, 
and Bavaria. Every opportunity and every means are 
used to spread condemnation and calumny. ]n the 
press, the churces, clubs, theatres, parliaments and 
courts, the bourgeoisie and the agents of the bour
geoisie hypocritically express their "indignation" at 
the fact that, the proletariat of Russia, Hungary and 
Bavaria having become the ruling class, it deals !blow 
after blow mercilessly at the class of the exploiters. 
Look-say these impudents lackeys of Capitalism
the Soviet Goventment rejects "freedom" of the press, 
"'freedom" of assemblage; it deprives the people of 
the right to the franchise; it prosecutes and \!ven 
throws into prison those who until now wcre con~d
ered the "elite" of society. 

To be sure: the proletariat of Russia, Hungary and 
Bavaria, having become the ruling class, builds its 
policy in accordance with its class interests. Fearless
ly, it introduces measures which are dictated hy the 
interests of the proletariat and the poor (proletarian) 
peasantry. ~eedless to say, all the measures of the 
Soviet Government in Russia, Hungary amI Bavaria 
are directed toward one object-to raise the oppresse(1 
class economically, politically and so<:ialIy. and crnsh 
the oppressors: to end the division of sodety into 
classes. If the accomplishment of this requires the 
aplication of forcible measures against the bour
geoisie, these measures are determined by the logic 
of the class struggle, by th~ dominant majority of the 
proletariat and proletarian peasantry. 

But has the bourgeoisie the right to attack the pro
letarian dictatorship when it itself everywhere has 

By A. Nyemanov 

established an iron dictatorship of the bourgeois 
class? . 

When a delegation of Norwegian journalists inter
viewed Lenin, in March, and asked him concerning 
the suppression of "freedom" in Soviet Russia, Lenin 
advised them to go to Siberia and compare the hOllr
gois dictatorship there with the dictatorship of the 
Socialist proletariat. 

We know already how Admiral Kolchak, that hire
ling of the Russia!} and Allied bourgeoisi'e, deals not 
only with the Bolsheviki but with his own former 
supporters-the social-patriots, Kolchak suppresses 
them both, thoroughly, brutally. 

The Kolchak dictatorship-which the Peace Con
ference in Paris apparently wishes to recogni7.e-is 
an eloquent example of bourgeois dictatorship in all 
countries. r f there is any difference hetween the Kol
dlak dictatorship in Siberia and the dictatorship in 
Siberia and the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie now in 
power in Italy, France, India and Egypt, in any cap
italistic country, the difference is purely formal. 
;\nd always the dictatorrship of the hourgeoi~ie is the 
dictatorship of the propertied, privileged minorit" 
against the vast majority of the people, tIll' toiling 
masses. . 

Let us take as an example the cotcl"i'c of .'\l1il."d 
Iliplomats 1I0.\\' sitting in Conference 011 Peacc in Pari~. 
])0 they realize, in fact, the didatorship of tl1(' impe
rialistic bourgeoisie of the Allies, a dictatorship dir
el'ted against not alone the proletariat, but against the 
whole peoples (Russian, German, Hungarian)? 

When a clique of British imperialists applies viol
ent measures to crush the Hindus, Egyptians amI 
other oppressed peoples, is not this a dictatorship of 

an insignificant minority over an overwhelming maj
oritv? 

the bourgeoisie, with the aid of the press, parlia
ments, courts and prisons, in a most l~ynical and brutal 
manlier ("rushes down the least move of the working 
class to better its conditions. }\Jartial law and "states 
of siege" are 1I0t :111 exceptioll hut the rule in bour
geois society. The so-called "freedom" of the press 
in bourgeois society is an obvious mockery of real 
freedom of the press. Consider our own American 
press. The proprietol"s of our "big" newspapers are 
large capitalists and financiers, possesing excellently 
equiped printing plants, their own' factories where 
paper is manufactured for them, and their bwn large 
capital. The whole of the "influential" press is in the 
hands of the imperialistic bourgeoisie, the big capital
ists. \\'here does even the 1110st elementary freedom 
of the press come in when rhc organs of ill formation 
and pt1hli\.~ity are under the vigilant eye and the rigid 
control of the large capitalists? :\s T .enin phrases it, 
"the so-called freedom of the press in bourgeois so
ciety is simply the freedom of the bourgeoisie to de
ceive the people." 

Against the dictatorsh~p of the hourgeoi,ie, the 
proletariat, defending the interests of all the toiling 
masses of the people, has the full right to introduce 
its own conl'ept of the' (Iil'tators.hip (,f the proletariat. 
~ot onl\, is this its right, it i~ its duty, The hysterical. 
('rics or' "indignation" 011 'the p:lrt of representatives 
of hourgcaois sol'ie'ty against thc ic\e'as and the practiC'C 
oi proletarian dictatorship arc mcrely the impertin
Cllt hypocrisy and fraud of deccivers ancl oppresors, 
Iwho for centuris have plundered the people. There 
is 110 sense in arguing with them or "moralizing" 
with them. There is on(' answer to thcm-proletarian 
(Iict:ltorship itself. 
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Soviet Russia Answers the Allies 
REFERRING to your letter of December 30th , 

we regret that we cannot share your opinion of 
what you consider .to be the necessity of the 

Soviet Government's making an immediate declaration 
as to the conditions on the basis of which that Gov
ernment would be ready to conclude peace with the 
Allies. We know that when the Allies, being the 
offending party. shall formulate their demands on the 
Soviet Government. the latter Wi11110t hesitate to de
dare openly and in the dearest terms to what extent 
it can meet those demands. ~ot only has the Soviet 
Government -:J(!ver been informed directly as to the 
conditions of peace which the Allies wish to put to 
Russia, but similar peace propositions emanating both 
from the Central Government, as well as from its 
representatives in the foreign countries have never been 
answered, nothwithstanding the faCt that the possibil
ity of a change in internal and external policies was 
indicated clearly in a message to 'President Wilson, 
dated December 24th. 

The Soviet Government therefore shares Ol1T 

opinion that there is no reason .to repeat peace pro
positions or other declarations, in the name of Russia, 
since -the Allies continue to give no indications for 
peace with Russia. 

We are nevertheless ready to re-capitulate our views 
of possible peace conditons which were already ex
pressed in our conversation of December 25th. 

Lord Milner recently declared that one ofthe ',bjects 
of Allied intervention in Russia was to protect the 50-

called "Russian friends of the Allies" against the op
pressions threatening them when the regime of the 
Soviets should he established in those parts of Russia 
at present occupied by the, Allies. However, this fear 
should in no way be an ohstacle to an agreement be
tween the Allies and the Soviets. since the latter are 
ready to give the so-called Russian friends of the Allies 
all the necessary guarantees assuring them their liberty 
and amnesty for their past crimes. Regardless of their 
politics and their past social standing, they will have 
a real opportunity to collaborate in the Soviet system 
in accordance with their ability. their education and 
their adaptability. 

\Ve are convinced that as soon as Foreign interven
tion ends. the civil war in Russia under its present 
form will stop, and it wiII then be unnecessary to COI1-

tinue any restrictions of the liberty of the press. 
v"e are likewise certain that as soon as Russia ob

tains the opportunity to work under normal conditions. 
and the population has adapted itself to the new social 
order, there will only remain a ridiculously ijmited 
portion of this popula.tion which will need to be rest-

Letter of Maxim Litvinof/ and Worovski 
(Soviet Ambassador in Sweden) to a Socialist 

Recognition or Invasion 
Froll! a note of J1f a.rim Litvinoff to Presid(,Il" Wilson, 

D('cembt'r 24. 1918. 
The chief aim of the Soviets is to secure for the toiling 

majority of Russian people economic liberty without which 
political liberty ,is of no avail to them. For eight 11I0nths the 
Soviets endeavored to realize their aims by peaceful mthoC\~ 
without resorting to ...,iolence. adhering ,to the abolition of 
capital punishment which abolition had been part of their 
program. I.t was only when their ad'versaries, the minority 
of the Russian people, took to terroristic acts against popular 
members of the Government and invoked the help of foreign 
trOQPs. that the laboring masses were driven to acts of ex
as'(>eration and gave vent to their wrath and bitter feelings 
against their former oppressors. For Allied invasion of Rus
sian territory not only compelled the Soviets agtainst their 
own will to mi,litarize the country anew and to divert their 
energies and resources so necessary Ito the economic recon
struction of Russia, exhausted by four years of war, to the 
c\efence of the country, but also cut off the vital sources 
of foodstuffs and raw material exposing the poplution 0 
most terrible priva,tion bordering on starvation. 

I wish to emphasize that the so-called red terror, which is 
grossly exaggerated and misrepresented abroad, was not the 
cause bllt the direct outcome and result of allied interven
tion ... , 

The Russian workers and peasants are determined to de
fend their dearly won power and liberties against invaders 
with all the means theiir vast country puts at their dispos
al .... 

I understand th'at the question of relations wi~h Russia is 
now engaging the attention of Allied Statesmen. I venture 
then to submit to you, Mr. President, that there are now only 
two courses open to them. One is continued open or disguised 
intervention on the present or on a still larger scale. which 
means prolongation of war, further embitterment of the Rus
sian masses. intensification of internal strife. unexampled 
hloodshed 2nd perhaps total extermination of the Russian 
hourg~oisie by the exas.perated masses, final devastation of 
the country and in case of the interventionists' after a long 
struggle ohtaining their end, a white terror eeHpsing the atro
cities of the Finnish white guardists, inevitable introduction 
of military dictatorship and restoration of monarchy, leading 
to intel1minable revolutions and upheavals and paralysing the 
economic development of the COWltry for long decades. 

The other alternative, which I trust may commend itself. to 
you. is impartially to weigh and investigate into .the one si'ded 
Recusations against Soviet Russia, to come to an understanding 
with the So...,iet Goverment. to withdraw the foreign troops 
from Russian territory and to raise the economic blockade, 
soothing thereby the exdted passions of the masses, to help 
Russia to regain her own sources of supply and .to give her 
technical advice how to exploit her natural riches in the 
most e/fecive way for the benefit of all countries badly in 
need of foodstuffs and raw materials. 

ricted in the active exercise of the rights of citizens. 
Bnt until these conditions have been realized, the So
viet Republic should have the time and the opportunity 

to apply the principles dominating this government, 
and to show what it is able to e!o for the gooe! of the 
Russian people. 

As for the present and future policy of the Soviet 
Government with regard to Poland, Ukraine, and the 
other regions of the old Russian empire, this policy 
will consist in avoiding every infraotion of the right 
of these regions to dispose freely of their own destinies 

Nevertheless. the Soviet Government must sinmlt
aneously insist, that there .be no intervention from any 
foreign' power whatever in the struggle hetween the 
classes or hetween the parties in the abovc-mentionee! 
regions. Until the relations between these regions and 
the Soviet Government have been finally fixed, a 
modus vivendi mllst 'be created which will guarantee 
the operation and movement of railroads, postal and 
telegraphic communications, exchange of commodities, 
transportation and traffic, free access to ports, etc. 

In order to work out its economic system, Russia 
neee!s the technical, scientific, and material assista:lce 
that other countries can offer, For this reason, in 
case there is an agreement with the Allies. the Soviet 
Government would be ready to revise such decrees as 
concern the foreign obligations of Russia toward other 
countries, without however, in any way violating the 
fundamental principles of that government's economic 
and financial policy. 

Among other things special attention may be given 
to the interests of small creditors in foreign countries. 
The Russian government,· which is much interested' in 
making known to the world the general principles on 
which it is based, and in fighting against the campaign 
of lies and calumnies which have been circulated 
against the Soviets and their work, would abstain 
from any propaganda in Allied countries, in order not 
to lay itself open to the accllsation of interference in 
their foreign affairs. In this connection, we may de
clare in the most final manner, that the Soviets have 
never been responsible for any propaganda in any 
foreign cOllntry, except perhaps in Germany. 

The Soviet Republic demands only that the Allies 
promise to cease everv direct or indirect military action 
against Soviet Russia, every direct or indirect material 
assistance to Russian or other forces operating against 
the Soviet Government. to refrain from all acts of 
economic hosti'lity or boycott under any form whatever 
against the Soviet Republic. 

These are the principal questions which we took 
up in our conversation. The positions we have ex
pressed precisely reflect those of our government. You 
are at liberty to use this letter in any way you think 
proper, in the interests of peace between the rountrics 
conrerned. 

This First of May - Promise and Achievement 
T' HOSE of us who only know the welldressed, res- By Ludwig Lore 

pectably innocuous first of May of recent years 
have no conception of the power and the impetus that 
it evoked when i,t was first proclaimed as the holiday 
of the world proletariat by the International Congress 
at Paris in t8&}. The motion as adopted by the Con
gress, it is true. simply provided for demonstratioils 
in favor of the 8 hour day and social legislation. leav
ing the form thf-' jemonstrations were to take to the 
national units of the Social-Democracy. 

The first May Day found Gennany in the midst of 
a tremendous political rejuvenation, the period imme
diately following upon the fall of the notorious Social
ist exception laws. Early in 1890 the party had gone 
through an exciting Reichstag election campaign with 
flying colors. The intense agitation of' the Socialist 
forces which had emerged from this period of enforced 
seclusion more determined than ever, and the virulent 
attacks of the Bismarck government parties, which 
frequently culminated in actual physical assaults upon 
Socialist agitators and workers had aroused a fever 
of interest' all over the country. As a result of the 
election Bismarck, the originator of the anti-Socialist 
laws, was shortly afterward overthrown; the Social-

. Democratic movement of Germany had won a glorious 
victory. 
. The proposed holiday of labor found the Socialist 

movement, tIferefore, in nQ 11100d to temporize. Its 
,success in the election had cowed the bourgeoisic. and 
hopes ran high. Not only the organized movetnent in 
the party and in the labor unions. but ('ven its ':litterest 
opponents felt that the day of reckoning was at han .. !. 
Even the most conservative leaders of the Jabor movc
ment foresaw the realization of their irleals w:thin a 
few sllOrt years, And their very confidellce woke an 
answering fear in the hearts of their opponents. Al
ready they seemed to hear the thunder of the coming 
revolution. and great. enthusiastic masses of organize(1 
labor rejoiced in the coming. 

Such was the temper of labor especially in ·the larger 
cities, that few manufacturers dared to oppose the 
general holiday. Red flags flaunted their message in 
the face of a badly frightened bourgeoisie. The spirit 
that enthused the demonstrants in these first years 
lifted the First of May above the intent of its origin
ators. It was more than merely a demonstration for 
social legislation and an 8 hour day. In ,the eyes of 
the proletariat it heralded the coming of the world 
revolution. 

* .... * 
But there came other May Days. Where first the 

rdusal to work on May I st had been the rule it became 
the exception. The leaders of ,the movement began 
to feel their "responsibilities," they warned here, they 
checked there, and shook their heads gravely over the 
younger element whose foolhardiness would get the 
party into trouhle. 

In Germany the labor unions particularly opposed 
the injection of such radical demonstrations into thc 
amicable relations that had been esta.blished between 
the workers on the one hand and the manufacturers 
on the other. They feared for their treasuries and 
objected to the payment of black-list benefi·ts to those 
comrades who were outlawed by the manufacturers 
because they celebrated the First of May. And the 
Party folIO\ved suit. It, too, began to put on the 
brakes. May First was "celebrated" in afternoon and 
evening demonstrations, and mostly in hall meetings. 

* * * 
This was the "evolutionary." the reformist period of 

the Socialist movement. \Ve have left it behind us
a new' era of revolution has begun. The years of 
marking time have given place to a stirring call to 
arms. The first of May. 1919, will be an epoch-mak
ing day for the Emopean proletariat. Russia. whose 
government a year and a half ago was looked upon 

as a mad adventure, has become the leadcr of' a new 
world movement. In Germany the compromise gov
ernment of social-patriots, trying vainly to adjust it
sel f to the growing disconter.i: at home and to the 
rapacious demands of its imperialistic conquerors, is 
cracking under the strain. Hungary, in spite of thc 
pious hope of a lying press, is defending its proletarian 
revolution against ·the attacks of the neighboring na
tionalitities. In Munich the rule of the revolutionarv 
proletariat persists, in the face of frenzied oppositio;l 
within and without. In France the bourgeoisie awaits 
the coming of ·the First of May with trembling despair. 
ItalY'is quivering on the abyss of a nation wide up
rising. A First of May, fun of promise, full of port
ent. 

Nor can we here, in America, play the role of the 
passive onlooker. We too must give our First of' May 
a significance in keeping with the times in which we 
are privileged to live. 

The ' National office has called upon us to observe 
May Day in gigantic demonstra!ions as a protest 
against the imprisonment of thousands of men and 
women who dared to speak the truth. 'Aye. we will 
protest. But not in empty meaningless phrases. Our 
protest must be a solemn concecration of ourselves 
and our movement to the greatness of the task that 
lies before us. The liberation of our comrades must 
not come as a gift from our capitalist masters, at the 
price of endless restrictions and degrading promises. 
It must be won for them by an undaunted, determine!1 
working class, by a Socialist movement that can proud 
Iy take its stand side by side and shoulder to shoul 
with its comrades in Europe. Let tiS he worthy 0 1. 

this First of May. 
Comrades, refuse to \~ork on the First of May! For 

one day be your own masters. 'vVe have been forced 
so often to celebrate the holidays of others. This one 
day in the year belongs to llS, is otlr day of freedom 
and of happiness I 




