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 two. strikes, one kidnaping
wars! Then, somehow, the
the old anthem seemed to die
the distance, and amid the sweet
» Christmas memories there
iscordant note that drowned
stroyed the melody. And then I
at Christmas and  capitalism
ympatible. So long -as one is
the other must be only a dream.

ican soldiers in the Philippines
wearing what they call “dog
, These are lead medals that are

to assist in identifying the dead
eﬁely wounded. These medals

arly well named, if only by a
ce. The names of the checks
jre remarkably appropriate to the occu-
tion of the wearers. The soldiers who
e out in the East are simply “dogs of
held in leash by the hand of capi-
commercialism, and used to hunt
wn the Filipino patriot who seeks
ade the gentle grasp of American
itation. It is a war of principal,
inciple, and the rich take interest
in order that they may take in-
out of it by and by. And so these
-dogs, with their dog-checks, are
‘to round up the unwilling recip-
of American prosperity, and to
an impression with their lead teeth
n those benighted heathen who refuse
p be otherwise impressed by the glories
our Crokerian civilization. They are
t and parcel of the process of benevo-
nt assimilation, whose triple factors are
ullets, bibles and beer.

Laroy E. Nichols, a jeweler of Chel-
Mass., has just filed a bankruptcy
with liabilities of $3,147, and as-
s of $75. In the same list of recorded
res were many others whose assets
the same relation to their liabilities.
glorious system! The laws of present
ness are such as to placé a premium
; 'mﬁery and rascality. As I once
ard Margaret Haile say in an address
ynn, it permits business men to
“successfully.” I once knew a-man
n Canada who failed three times in busi-
e s, and then retired, a. “self-made
nan!” And now, by a strange fitness
of name this man of Chelsea is allowed
y nickels on the dollar, and to pay
ols most of them. If Socialism is
ild and visionary it could not be worse
‘the planless and crime-fostering
stem we now have. Every settlement
‘cents on the dollars is a proof positive
t business, as it now is carried on, is
the cloak of commercial thieves.

The January disbursements of interest
and dividends in New York will foot up
the tidy sum of $150,000,000. This is
» largest amount, thus paid, in the his-
of trade in this country. Those
0 catch this golden stream in their
ek buckets will doubtless be optimis-
fie American patriots. They will be
firm believers in prosperity. They will
gbtless reckon the amount they re-

as “‘earnings.” But is it? Whence
es this torrent of wealth: that flows
the sea of finance in Wall street?
tream of wealth is like any other

A river is simply the accumula-

h it flows. And this golden stream.
but the drainings of the industrial
ds. It is composed of the filchings
m the lab>ring class, Many a poor
purse has been drained, and his
in of happiness drawn dry in order
1l the volume of this river of in-
and dividend.. Through every
of our land flows a stream of
1 mighty torrent. E

|  Here is a contrast to the above.

| tral Trust Cdm;t)any of

; f the drainings of the land through

7| caring to face her without the means of |

| making Christmas _halgpy, as of old, he | p
enmm! mitted suicide. . Foolish? Wrong?

|| To be sure, but that doesn’t mitigate the

| criminality of those who

1 y perpetuate the
social environment that causes such acts.

'On>

| the Saturday afternnon preceding Christ-

mas the clerks and employes of the Cen-
ew York were

given a present amounting to 40 per

| cent of their salaries. One of the officers

of the company, whose salary was
$5,000, received $2,000 as a Christmas
‘box, and all the rest in like proportion.
The report says their pockets bulged out
with their wads. This liberality was not
the result of Christian love. That latter
commodity does not figure among. the
forces of Wall street. It was simply be-
cause the “pickings” liad been good. It
was .the story of which the commercial,
traveler’s suicide was the sad sequel. It
was the division of the property of the
labor—Christ, crucified upon the cross
of commercial greed by capitalism,
whose henchmen thus divided the spoils.
O for the risen labor-Christ of Social-
ism, at whose appearance these minions
of ca‘pital will fly and fall in dire confu-
sion !

One more eche of the Christmas time.
At the reformatory prison in South
Framingham the criminals confined
therein were given a Christmas dinner, a
Christmas concert and a Christmas tree.
Everything was done for their comfort
and pleasure, and an enjoyable day was
spent. No one will doubt the rightness
of the matter, or deny that it was a com-
mendable act. But there were thou-
sands upon thousands of people outside
jail walls who had no Christmas dinner,
or concert, or tree. They spent the day
as they had spent the miserable day be-
fore, and would spend the miserable day
after. They were hard-working, honest,
well-meaning people, but yet the felons
inside prison walls fared better. Had
they beer less honest, less industrious
snd less worthy, the nation would have
given them a Christmas dinner free.
My friends, let us stop all' our absurd
talk ‘about civilization and Christianity,
' until we have raised labor to at least the
level of crime. Let us work for the so-
cial system that shall make productive
labor the criterion of merit and the
measure of reward. And that system is
Socialism. Merlin.

JEFF AND HAM...

A JUVENILE WAR ON
THE EXPANSION QUESTION

I've got two boys, and I tell you
they’re just dandies. Their first names
are Jefferson and Hamilton, but I call
them Jeff and Ham for short. Jeff, he's
the smartest lad you ever'see. Why, he
knows more than his dad ever will know,
and as for his schoolteacher, why, he
can't touch any part of Jeff. Ham, he is
a proud little cus and inclined to be a
little dudish. He won't play with the
poor boys at all, and says when he gets
big he's going to be a banker. Jeff, he
is different. He likes the poor boys and
is always trying to do something or other
to help them. I beard these little chaps
quarreling the other day over this ex-
pansion question and you ought to have
heard them. Let me see if I can remem-
ber it. It went something like this:

Ham—Say, Jeff, what do you think of
this war in the Philippines?

. Jefi—It is all wrong—outrageous.
H.—Nonsense; wars are necessary.
J—No, they’re vot, when people are

civilized.

H.—But wars do:the civilizing.

J—Yes, but there is a better way to
civilize people than by killing them.

H . —Haven't enlightenment and civil-
ization always followed wars?
.J—Perhaps, but do you think it re-
quired gunpowder to do it? If we en-
dourage boxing nations up by tariffs,
and otherwise preventing free and friend-
ly intercourse between them, we may
have to resort to some radical measures
to carry civilization to them. 5
' H—But nations get dyspeptic and
and selfish without a war once

d | ble. Dewey himself

' . _fg::lg}}of self-

H.—But if, yott stop wars you will
ractically put an end to love of the flag
and love of country and to patriotism.
- J—So much the better; patriotism is
a cover under which all rascals hide. I
‘wish there was less love of flags and
more love of humanity.
H.—But look at the good wars have
done. TERR

J--But weren't there cheaper ways of
doing it? Think of the billions of dol-
lars wasted on wder, arms and
battleships, the billions of dollars in de-
stroyed property; to say nothing of the
billions of human souls sent to perdition.
The good things from wars have come

hiilll. ;
1.—Without: wars we would have no
Deweys, and Schleys, and Wheelers.

J—1I wish we had none. The people
are mad over military heroes, just as
they are mad over Fitzsimmonses and
Jeffreys and Sharkeys. They all fight
for applause or for money or because it
it is their business, and they work up a
sentiment of patriotism over it and think
they have saved the nation’s honor.

H.—Why, I am ashamed of you, Jeff.
I don’t care for prize fighters, but I do
love war fighters when fighting for a
principle.

J—Nonsense. | How many wars are
fought for principle? The British are
fighting for principle now, but it is
spelled with a “pal.” Sometimes there
is real principle, but generally, now-a-
days, wars are declared for bankers
when they want more bonds.

H.—But how about the Boers?

Ji—Ah! there is not only principle,
but they have beén from the first on the
defensive. So weére we in 1776. So are
the Filipinos. I.think we are justified
in defending by force and violence if
necessary.

H.—You are opposed
then?

J—VYes, to all kinds of violence-—even
to capital punishment, whipping of chil-
dren and any kind of homicide.

H.—You admit, though, that violence
is natural.

.J—No, I don't. Unequal conditions
make all this unnatural excitement. It
also makes all this petty meanness, dis-
honesty and hyprocisy. War is the
natural result of our brutal social order.

H.—Do you attempt to defend the po-
sition taken by the Filipinos in rebelling
against our flag? '

J—Yes, I appmud them. They are in
the same position as we were in 1776,
They are not the aggressors. They are
fighting for liberty just as we were,

H.—But do you want us to-give up
those islands for other nations to prey
upon?

J—That is a Wall street argument.
In the first place, they are capable of
taking care of themselves, but if they
were not, what's to prevent our protect-
ing them just as we have protected
South America?

‘H.—But don't we need these islands?
Aren’t they the key to all the wealth of
the orient? :

J.—On that basis we need the whole
orient. Why not take China and Japan,
on the ground that they are not able to
govern themselves &)roperl_\'? Do you
approve of greed and grab?

H.—No, but our commercial interests
demand them. )

J—Whose commercial interests?

H.—Why, our big shippers,
They need markets.

J—Well, why not give them markets
by removing tariffs and having free and
Chiristian intercourse?

H.~——They won't do it. They are a lot
of barbarians and they won't trust us.

J—Can you blame them? We can't
cure them of barbarism by shooting
them, and as for trusting us, who can
blame them for not trusting us.

H.—Why, Jeff. we are a mighty,
Christian nation. ;

J.—Mighty, but not Christian. Agui-
naldo helped Dewey defeat the Spanish
at Manila. He had long been fighting
for independence, and he had every rea-
son to believe that we would help his
people to get it; but we betrayed them.

H—No; they betrayed us and fired
upon us. ! e ;

J—Not till our emperor had shouted :
“Who will dare haul down the flag” and
“Where it has once floated there it shall
always float.” This put them on the de-
fensive and made them justly suspicious.
" H—Well, you know they are incapa-
ble of ;Iclf ;emm n eRt. l‘h ;
“J.—No, I don’t. ‘people are capa-
1 ' nyo&zno:ll; notified
hey were more ca-

nt than

to violence

etc.

our government tha

n the Cu- |

is for the benefit of ‘the franchise grab-
bers. McKinley seeks to be a king.

H.—But in the competition of na-
tions we must keep pace.

J—Don’t you see anything  but
money, profit, gain? Is there no moral
side to this question?

H.—Oh, you are too sentimental—
talking about government by consent
andlall.men being born equal. Be prac-
tical. » .

J—Yes, and make a new golden rule
—Do others or they will do you!

H.—No, but look at it from a business
standpoint. '

J.—Business? O  Business, what
crimes are committed in thy name! Did
you ever think who was paying for all
this Business? R

H.—I suppose you think the poor are.

J—Yes, the toiler. He foots the bills.
He creates everything and gets only,a
bare existence. He makes the guns and
battleships and goes to war to be shot
down by them while the capitalists clip
coupons.

H.—I suppose you want us to retire
from the Philippines and stand before
the world disgraced. ;

J—Disgraced? We could not have
more disgrace. To declare that the Fili-
pinos were to have independence under
our protection would not be dishonor,
and it would immediately end the war
provided congress or some other respon-
sible body or person, other than William
I, was behind the promise.

H.—And would you then haul down
the flag? ;

J—Yes, just as we have in Cuba.

H.—And bring Dewey’s great feat to
naught?

J.—Yes, just as we have Schley’s.

H.—How about the $20,000,0007 |

J.—Charge it to profit and loss. Or,
better, take it out of the king’s salary.
It was his fault; not that of congress.
Congress had to sign the treaty.

H.—But the war is all over now, and
why not keep still about it till everything
is quiet.

J—The war isn’t over®and it never
will be over. Every week the censored
news said it was over; the back-bone of
he rebellion broken; Aguinaldo cap-
tured; army dispersed, even to 'way-back
last winter, but somehow somebody is
getting killed all the time.  Brave Law-
ton was the last.

H.—But it will soon be over now.

J.—So the: British said after the first
year of the Revolution.

H.—Why, Aguinaldo has no follow-
ing to speak of—most of the inhabitants
want to lay down their arms and join us.

J—Who told you so? Itis false. Be-
lieve half you read and divide it by two,
and you will have about half the truth.

H.—But hasn't McKinley done the
best he could under such embarrassing
circumstances ? :

J—No. He has been a tool in the
hands of the powers that elected him.
He has changed our whole national
character as the one great example of a
free republic. He has destroyed the
spirit of '76. He has made us a nation
of conquest. He has made it impossible
for us to now mediate between the Brit;
ons and Boers.

H.—Why, you are a regular traitor,
Jeft.

—Aaron Burr, in the beginning of
this century, became a traitor through
his insane desire to foung an empire at
New Orleans; he to bd the great em-
peror, finally, over all America. Mc-
Kinley is the Burr of the end of the cen-

tury ! ;
H.—You are worse than, your name-
sake, Jeff.

J—You are just exactly like yours,
Ham.

Here the conversation ended, and 1
was glad of it, because if the dinner bell
didn’t ring just then, I bet those two
little cusses would have come to blows.
I tell you that lad Jeff is a James Dandy !

Uncle Bill,

BOOK NOTICE

“To What Are Trusts Leading?” is
the title of a sixty-four page pamphlet
written by James B. Smiley. The title
does not entirely indicate the breadth of
the subject treated. The author reviews
shortly the:past economic status of the
laboring class and their exploiters and
‘shows the present inequality and the
causes thereof in a clear, simple and
forcible style. The pamphlet is most ex-
cellently adapted for Socialist propagan-
‘da among the educated and uneducated.
1t is rare that

we meet with a pamphlet

A GOOD JOKE ON 3

" THE CARPENTER

.

" Walking along the busy streets of Chi-
cago, I noticed several shoe stores, two
or three in each block. Of course, I
supposed that there were too many shoes
and not enough people to wear them;
and I thought the shoemakers had made
a mistake in making so many thousands
of shoes more than the people needed.

That night I took a train—or the
train took me—to a distant city, and on
the way out the railway tracks led us
through many crowded streets lined with
factories and tenement houses. By the
dim gaslights I could see many chil-
dren, and men, and ‘women walking in
the snow with worn-out shoes, parts of
shoes, and no shoes at all; and then I
knew thére were plenty of people to
wear all those fine shoes in the stores.

What would those merchants think if
I sent them each a postal card telling
them I saw three hundred people on one
street who needed some of their shoes?

I make horseshoes—hundreds .of them
‘every week. - Of course, I don’t need
them myseli, because 1 can’t afford to
keep even one horse. They are no good
to me for food and overcoats, unless I
sell them or trade them off. ‘So that’s
just what I do. Some people prefer
hand-made horseshoes, so 1 sell them at
a good. price and make $15 a week. I
haven'’t time to look up customers, so I
sell to a general store. They get $25
for the shoes I make. - .

Last week at the lodge we had a good
joke on one of the carpenters, because
he doesn’t own a hous¢. Only our joke
dido’t last very ‘ong.

“Now, -let’'s see,” he said. ‘“Here's
thirty of us, and we work in nearly. every
kind of trade. Jbe raises onions, rad-
ishes and turnips. He takes them to the
store and sells them for $2. We buy
them for $3.50. Your horseshoes bring
$25, but you only get $15. Well, that’s
enough. Thirty of us sell what we
make, or help to.make, in factories, for
$210 a week, and we thus average $§7 a
week wages. But what we make sells
for $600." Now, as we only have $210

between i1s, we can’ only buy back of '

each others’ products a little more than a
third of the things we made.”

“Let's sell to each other,” said Will,
the painter. g

“I don't want your paint,” said half
the men in the room.

*Nor my horseshoes,” said 1.

“And what good will two' hundred
thousand nails do us, or the part of them
John makes, if I can’t get lumber from
Michigan?"” said the carpenter. “Also,
how can I live without my coffee, to-
bacco, rice, grapes, cotton, my Friday
fish and Sunday orange? None of these
things grow around here.”

“Go without,” said 1. e
“And be a wild man?” asked the car-
penter. ‘“Give up all the benefits of what
civilization we have evolved to,” said the

doctor, “"and begin over?”

“What I want to know,” called out
the painter, ‘‘is more than I'vé found.
out so far. What becomes of the other
$400 worth of things we couldn't buy
back?” :

“Foreign markets.” “Gone to Cubz.”
“Ask the Filipinos,” were the various
answers he got. 5

The reply of the carpenter set us all
to thinking. He said: “As only one-
third of the people do useful labor, and
the other two-thirds must live -off the
one-third, we, the workers, get only one-
third of what we produce. The other
two-thirds go to the middlemen, clerks,
lawyers, soldiers, insurance agents, spec-
ulators, stockholders, and to those who
do the useless labor of building war-
ships, making guns and supplies for the

army.”

“So I make a hat for a lawyer, a hat
for a soldier, and the third hat is mine,”
said a worker in a hat factory.

“Yes,” I replied, “only you just stand
by a machine while it makes the hat.
You only know how part of the hat is
made.”

“Well, you see now why I don’t own
a house,” said the carpenter. “I build
three houses, or, rather, a thousand of
us build three thousand houses, so that
the third house belongs to me; but I had
to trade off my house for clothes, food,
etc., just as you traded off your horse-
shoes and paint.” = A
.. “The joke's on us, too, ain't it?” said

cabbage heads; I'm enough of a cab-
e e byl tigh of 2 cs

Joe, the gardner. “I couldn't eat all my i
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. WAGES AND PRICES ;

In common with editors of his stripe,

Henri. Watterson of the Louisville Cour- |

ier-Journal takes great pains to tell us
that the harvest’ time of labor is here,
and “no one need be idle,” he says, in
spite of the fact that every day brings
t men-

of enforced idleness. Mr. Watterson
lingers with great unction over the state-
ment that wages have risen and work is
plentiful, but never a word has he about
the rise in prices, the increased profit
going to capital. True, there has been
an advance in wages over the scale pre-
vailing one or three years ago—an ad-
vance ranging from 5 to 10 per cent.
But why does Mr. Watterson not tell

his readers, the wage slaves, of the 25 |

per cent raise on fresh meat? Does he
not think the slaves would be interested
in knowing something about the 35 per
cent raise on brooms or the 30 per cent
raise on coal oil? Does he not know
that the slaves would rejoice to learn
that the capitalist class starts the new
year with a raise on everything the poor
devils have to buy running from 25 to
200 per cent? Whatsinterest has “Hen-
ri”’ in keeping this comforting informa-
tion from the slave class, except that he
is a supercilious journalistic retainer to
the slave-owning class?

A CASE OF DIVISION

The assignee in the case of Erastus
Wiman, a promoter of large commercial
enterprises, has announced that he has
just $6,658 to divide among sixty-three
creditors whose claims amount to $913,-
000. That sort of division is common
enough, but if Socialism proposed any-
thing so wild how the jaspers would
howl! Do you see what chumps the
great middle class is composed of? They
prefer! a division that allows them
$105.50 each instead of $14,492 which
was due them, to the system of Socialism
that would give them all they earned.
Looking at the matter from the middle-
class point of view, their stupidity sur-
passes that of the working class; the
latter do ‘all the useful work and com-
placently submit to a system of division
in the proportion of one portion of the
product to a workingman to five for a
capitalist. That one portion enables the
working class to barely exist; on the
other hand, it is evident that when the
middle class has to submit to a division
of one to one hundred and thirty-seven,
that class has no chance whatever in the
“struggle for existence.” And while
the services of this latter class in the evo-
lution to better social conditions have
been important, there is no cause for
regret over its passing. 'The division is

' all right; it inevitably means addition

to the ranks of the Socialists.

SOCIALIST POSITION CONFIRMED

| The Standard Oil company gave an-
other confirmation the other day of the
Socialist contention that the ‘economic
system controls the educational, relig-
ious, judicial and political institutions of’
society. Attorney. General Monett of
Ohio was announced to lecture on
*Trusts” before the People’s institute of

New York. Some time ago, through

Abram S. Hewitt, the Standard com-
pany gave $300,000 to the institute and

_promised to add a subscription of $200,-

©000. When it became known that Mr.
Monett, who has been fighting the
Standard, had been secured to speak, an

: iy
the institute would be n?felmﬂ.
course, the command of the
magnates was o :

!

: ents, Bix | class of parasites.
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e masses are the creatures of a class!

There is a class which p}od\ices‘{ﬁulth
and a class which appropriates wealth.
 There is a possessionless working

|iclass and a class in possession of the Jux-
| uries of civilization.

. There is a class hgunted by the fear of

| Want and a class lashed by the passion

of Accumulation.

There is a class sweltering in the fac-
tory and the mine and a class satiated
with the pleasures of the club and the
parlor, i

There is a class whose lack of comfort
and pleasure is due to an overabundance
enjoyed by another class: |

ere is a class which, separated from
land and capital, is dependent for exist-
ence upon a class which controls both.

There is a class which, supporting by
its labor the institutions of government.
must submit to laws made in behalf of
another class which controls govern-
ment.

These social classes are necessarily in
conflict—conscious  or  unconscious.
The cla& which is in possession of the
means of production is interested in re-
taining the present system of capitalist
industry, the other is becoming more
and more conscious of the necessity for
elimination of the personal factor in the
ownership of the means of life and the
substitution of social ownership.

DUES AND REPRESENTATION .

betimes that only branches in good
standing will be entitled to representa-
tion at the approaching national conven-
‘tior, and that only members in good
standing will be entitled to sign the cre-
dentials of delegates. ;

The convention meets at Indianapolis,
Ind., on Tuesday, March 6, 1900, and
to be entitled to representation the dues
of a branch must be paid in full to and
including the quarter ending March 31;
and the same is true of individual mem-
bers. No member is qualified to sign
the credentials of a delegate unless his
dues .are paid during the same period.
This is the rule agreed to by the party,
and in the examination of credentials it
will be the duty of the committee to see
that it is enforced and that the creden-
tial of-any branch not in good standing
be rejected and the name of any member
not in good standing be stricken from
the credential.

It has also been provided that no
branch or member shall be entitled to
representation unless admitted at least
thirty days prior to the opening of the
convention. The opening day being
March 6, the last day of grace is the 4th
day of February. Branches instituted
and members admitted after this date
will not be® entitled to representation.
This should be clearly understood that
there may be no unnecessary expense in-
curred in sending delegates not entitled
to seats.

A large number of points declare that
they are “about ready to organize,” and
a great number of persons say they are
about ready to join. If they would be
represented in the most historic conven-
tion ever held in the United States they
should bear the 4th day of February in
mind and come in before that date.

A PIi’lFUL SPECTACLE

It is a pitiful spectacle to see how the
brethren who want “reform in the name
of Jesus” fail to agree as to methods.
There were Christians in the Social Re-
form union’ who, with strong assurances
of faith in men, wanted no party be-
cause they had no faith in men who
want the things they profess to want;
and the Willard Hall Christians not only
wanted a party,.but have actually or-
ganized one on the basis of a union of
Christians only, and on that basis claim
to be working “in his name”! They all
predict the direst calamities for society
in the near future; many of them claim
to be Socialists, and pray for the co-
operative commonwealth, and yet they
want that conditionally, and the condi-
tions keep humanity divided. Men’s re-
ligious idols stand in the way of kinship
and progress. i .

The social problem is fundamentally
an economic one, a material question.
It is not to be solved except through the
‘organization of the exploited and dis-
_possessed masses; it is not to be solved
organizing' Christians as such; no or-
ganization whatsoever, short of one that
the iniquity of class. owner-

of nature's resources and social

people! The people are slaves!

UNDER THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM

| There is a class of producers and a |

We feel called upon to_give notice |

atheists cannot solye this problem.
Neither a dissertation on the golden
‘rule and the divinity of Christ nor a
scientific demonstration of the non-ex-
‘istence of soul contains the solvent that
can transmute the base elements of cap-
italist industry into the finer forms of a
| nobler ' civilization. = The problem is
purely economic; Socialism and the new
ethic which Socialism inevitably gener-
ates is the universal solvent, the only

ty (for the era of man-kinned,

brotherhood, peace and good will,

 NOTES AND COMMENT

Says President Hadley of Yale: “The
man who would sink the interests of a
class in a supposed general public in-
terest is but depriving that class of its
own natural safeguard in the struggle
for existence.” Which is pure rubbish.
Here is another and a sounder view:
“The man or class who would sink the
general public interest in the interest of
a class is but depriving the general pub-
lic of its natural and social safeguards
in the struggle for existence.” The Yale
spokesman for social piracy and capi-
talism had better do more thinking and
less talking. = A man in his position
should think first and then talk. What
a commentary on the times when the
president of the leading institution of
‘learning sets the interest of a class above
the interest of society!

‘A few hours passed last Saturday with
the reformers in the Social Reform
union, and again the following day with
the United Christian party, convinced
us more strongly than ever that the So-
cial Democratic party is on the right
course and that Socialists are the most
practical people, since they alone really
grasp the social problem in all its his-
torical significance and present-day -im-
portance. That the principles of Social-
ism are acceptable to miost of those at
the head of the union is no doubt quite
true, but we suspect most of them also
look for it to come from the top down,
instead of—as it surely is coming—{rom
the bottom up.

The Socialists of France have bridged
the chasm and come-together. The con-
gress recently held, while affirming the
principle that the Socialist party, repre-
senting the working class in antagonism
to the capitalist class; is necessarily op-
posed to all bourgeoise administration,
agreed that Socialists may, under spe-
cial circumstances, and with the consent
of the party, take part in such adminis-
tration. Differences were got rid of, a
constitution for the guidance of the par-
ty in the future was agreed to, and the
unity of the whole party was declared
with acclamation amid the greatest en-
thusiasm.

The Republican state committee of
Massachusetts filed a statement of its
disbursements of money for the year
1899. The committee says that its total
expenses were $12,417.85.- The inter-
esting item in the account to Social
Democrats is the fact that $1,000 of the
money went to the Haverhill Republican
club, and Haverhill was the only city in
the state that received a special contribu-
tion. This amount was, of course, only
a small part of the money sent to Haver-
hill. Next year Brockton will be in line
for special financial aid, too, but we shal
“skin ’em” there, just as was done at
Haverhill.

The conference of the Social Reform
union adopted a resolution declaring its
object to be ‘‘education looking towards
political action,” and the non-partisan
idea recommended by Chairman Bliss
was turned down. Curiously enough,
some one in attendance proposed adding
to political action the words, “through
the Republican or Democratic party, if
possible.” The conference, with all its
confusion, declined to adopt the sug-
gestion: The union will organize no
party, and the logical place for the So-
cialists in the union is the Social Demo-
cratic party.

The Salvation Army at Cleveland fed
the poor of that city Christmas time, and
Mark Hanna, who was present to patro-
nize the occasion with his august person,
said that the providing of a square meal
was not charity but “the overflowing of
kindness in the hearts of the people.”
He added that it was to such sentiment
that “we look for the future of our coun-
try.” A fine prospect, indeed, for the
poor! One square meal on one day in

.the year while they are plucked on'the

‘other ,ﬁdays by capitalist gourmands

na stripe!

‘ pusing beanty, 5ut' Christians .canpotf
| solve this world-wide problem. Atheists
| may organize a party, too, and proclaim
> | anew the gospel of materialism, but

-less and begin to move out, the labor-
skinners begin to howl. e
Mrs. Perry Widdrigon, an English
Fabian who spoke in Chicago last week,
doubtless had a good line on the Social-
-ist movement in Great Britain when she
said: “Inertia is the hardest thing the
friends of Socialism in England have to
face. Another bane is the too great
loyalty of trades-unionists to old leaders.
Some of the latter should be got rid of in

men may throw their influence with the
Socialist party.”

“All of the people enjoyed an un-
usually happy Christmas as a result of
the unprecedented prosperity of the past
year,” the capitalist papers tell us. But
during Christmas week Judge Tuthill
of Chicago had a dozen helpless and
homeless children before him—drifting
and superfluous children, who had no
Christmas and whom prosperity never
touched. ‘

The real cause for the continuance of
old parties and the multiplying of new
ones on all sorts of issues and palliatives
that will not seriously embarrass the cap-
italist system is a lack'of understanding
of the real issue. When the class strug-
gle is comprehended, men will get to-
gether in a Socialist party for the set-
tlement of the economic problem.

While a salute was being fired and
taps were sounded over the body of
Rhinehart Grupp at Washington, the
other. day, his mother and six dependent
children in Chicago were suffering for
food and clothing. Grupp was a victim
of the Maine explosion; his mother was
a victim of an insane and barbarous so-
cial system. »

When the old party politician tells you
that this is a nation of free homes, ask
him if the assertion is proved by the fact
that of the population of greater New
York 2,061,372 persons live in.cheap and
unhealthy tenements—not “flats” or
“apartments,” but cheap tenements.
This from the report of thé board of
health.

The unanimous decision of three
judges of the Montana Supreme court
that Attorney Wellcome was guilty of
the corrupt use of money in securing
the election of W. A. Clark (Democrat)
to the United States senate convicts said

instance of Democratic .purity!

The two most noteworthy facts at the
beginning of the new year are that the
milk of human kindness has been turned
sour by the rattle and roar of war con-
ducted by Christian nations, and that
the Socialist .movement, which is op-
posed to war and militarism, is spread-
ing throughout the world.

One of the most distressed newspaper
men in the country is the editor of the
Republican-Democratic-Prohibition-cap-
italist Haverhill Gazette. It really is piti-
ful to see how impossible it is for. the
gentleman to accept the inevitable and
become reconciled to the growing influ-
ence of Socialism. ,

THE PASSING CROWD

The legal fraternity is supposed to
constitute one of the superior intel-
lectual classes in the comt(mity, and the
truth requires me to admit that its mem-
bers as a rule are men (beg pardon, and
women) of unusual attainments.and abil-
ity.  But in rubbing elbows with the
Crowd I have found exceptions, the last
one on Christmas day. Calling at my
favorite stand for a cigar after dinner, I
was introduced to Mr. , a lawyer,
and was soon engaged in discussing
with him the subject of Socialism. Dur-
ing our brief conversation I spoke of the
increasing knowledge of political econ-
omy among the people. :

“Political economy!” he repeated;
“Why, the people are interested more in
political extravagance!”,

I said to myself as I walked leisurely
homeward: *Such a man, by a stretch
of charity, may know the revised statutes
of Illinois or the rules of a justice’s court,
but he is ignorant of a subject that
plenty of workingmen understand.” And

points. S. D.

. In the Passing Crowd not the least
important element is the children. And
in the kaleidoscopic social and other
changes the juvenile, like the older per-
son, will often wonder where he is at.
“Mama,” said a youngster in a West
Side family the

fnow PP

%

rank.”

order that the more up-to-date union

Clark of bribery, and furnishes another-

‘on the wrong side of the market, who "

“States custom house property on Wi

my respect for the workingmen rose ten

other di‘y.‘““_Whit are we | bank has

 OFFICIAL CALL

Aunnual Convention ef the Soal
.. Purty, March 6, 190

In accordance with the action
members in determining. the time ay
glace for the national convention of

ocial Democratic party in 1900,
National Executive board of said
directs that said national convention
held at the city of Indianapolis, in
state of Indiana, for the purpose of
nating candidates for president and vice-
president of the United States, to be
voted for at the presidential election on
Tuesday, Nov. 6, 1900, and for the trans-
action of 'such other business as may
properly come before it, and “that w‘i
convention shall assemble at 10 o’clogk
in the forenoon on Tuesday, the 6th‘da’
of March, 1900. R

‘ The representation at said convention
will be by delegates, chosen in accord-
ance with the referendary vote of the
members and reported in this number of
The Herald, as follows: . | . s

First—Each branch shall be entitled
to as’ many representatives as the indi- .
vidual members thereof in good stand-
ing may select for that purpose; pro-
vided, that each representative shall be
entitled to one (1) vote for each mem-
ber whose signature is attached to his
credential; and provided further, that:
no member shall have his signature at-
tached to more than one credential.

Second—Branches not “sending their
own representatives may select those of
other branches of ‘he same state to rep-
resent them; provided, - that in each
such case the representative shall hold
the proper credential with the signa-
tures of members attached as hergin
provided. ‘ :

Third—No member shall be qualified
to serve as representative or entitled to
representation who has not been a mem-
ber of the party at least thirty (30) days =
prior to the opening day of the conven- .
tion.

Fourth—All signatures of - members
attached to credentials shall be certified
to by the chairman or secretary of. their
respective branches. { 3

Fifth—The national secretary shall"
furnish each branch with a sufficient
number of blank credentials for the pur-
pose herein specified. B

With the.hope that the deliberations
and action of this convention, an event
of historic importance in 'the develop-
ment of Socialism in the United States,
may redound to the credit of .the dele-
gates and the glory of our cause, frat-
ternally Jesse Co.., Chairman. -

Seymour Stedman, *Secretary.

Abolish it Altogether

The country has had prosperity; is
having it yet. It is actual, not fancied. -
But what sort of an age are we livingiin,
and, what sort of an industrial system
are we working under, that prosperity
should mean adversity, and that every '
brief season of national welfare must be-
get its tragic reaction? i

It is easy to blame the recklessness of
the speculators and gamblers. It is easy
to say that the unusual crash was caused
by the folly of an unusual number of
people who got drunk on the “good
times’’ and plunged, and that they had
no business to do it, and deserved their
punishment.. But what of the innocent
depositors who will lose their money in
the banks that failed, and what of the -
wives and children of the speculators

have been reduced to penury and gvant
through no fault of theirs? il

"Must a season of prosperity always
mean a speculative riot, with wasted
«capital and misdirected credit? Must
public. welfare always have its victims? -
Must the brief, unstable well-being of
the many always demand the sacrifice:
of a few? Perhaps so; but recent o
currences in Wall street are almost
enough to shake the confidence of the
complacent philosophers: who hold that
the existing industrial and social orders
can’t be improved.—Chicago Journal.

On the second day of last July the
National City Bank® of New York
.bought from 'the government, through
the treasury department, the old Unit

street, the purchase price being $3,208,~
000. A certified check for the amoun
was delivered to Secretary Gage. ' Soom
after the check was returned to the same &
bank for collection, and the mo
which was for property supposed to be-
long to the people, has never been cov-
ered into the United States treasury, bt
has remained in the hands of the b
This statement comes from the
York. World. Furthermore, b
having the use for loaning purposes
$3,265,000, the National City bank
for a half year collected rent
vernment.
: . ‘bbm

building from the
thus cleared
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" The comrades have evidently taken a

‘ing officers: Chairman, P. J. Lyons;

| the history of that body. Comrade Vic-
| tor L. Berger is one of the board.
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Hall, 717 Center Street, at 8 p. m. Jo
Central

Rav S, Cqmmitts of the Socl

#..‘t:rch néhnlb.m.auhu-pst

; John Doerfler, Treasurer. 2

'Read article headed, *Dues
and Representation,’”’ and act
now. )

»

New Brdnch

prominent part in the holiday festivi-
ties. Only one new branch is reported,
and that at Jacksonville, with the follow-

vice-chairman, John Stillwell; secretary,
H. Hering; treasurer, Geo. Watson; or-
ganizer, Al. Pierson. The Herald wishes
the comrades a happy New Year and
one of hard work for Socialism.

. No Change of Name'

The central committee of the Bohe-
mian branches, Nos. 2, 3 and 5, of the
Social Democratie party of Chicago, Il1,,.
at a meeting Dec. 30, 1899, unanimously
adopted the following resolution as be-
ing the sense of the meeting: /

Resolved by the central committee of
the Bohemian branches of Chicago,
That in case of negotiations between the
national executive board of our party
and one of the factions of the Socialist
Labor party, we wish to go on record
as unalterably opposed to any agreement
contemplating a change of the name of
our party or a change in its spirit and
tactics.”

Signed by Frank J. Hlavacek, Max
Solironk, Anton Tvrdy, F. ]J. Peter,
Vaclav Kotas, Ferd Wimez, Ferd Svo-
boda, Jos. Kozak, Edward Lokaj.

Boston Reorganizes:

A reorganization of the party locally
along the lines of aldermanic districts, of
which we have eleven, is now under way,
in accordance with the action of the city
committee at its recent meeting.

There are now seven branches in the
city. All but Branch 1 and Branch 29
were fairly well confined to their dis-
tricts. These two branches, however,
had members from other places through-
out the city, and the proposition is that
all these members shall be asked to
transfer to the branch in their district
when there is st'ch a branch,

Branch 29, which was a duplicate in
2 degree in the territory of Branch 1,
will go to Roxbury. Branches are to be
organized as quickly as possible in the
other four districts, a committee having
been already appointed to do this work.

It is believed by the committee that
the new:- move will be received by all
with the same favor which has already
been extended to it and result in better
work being done for the party than was
possible when members of a branch rep-
resented all sections of a town.

John Weaver Sherman,
Sec. Boston City Committee.

Branch 7, Evansville, Ind., will give a
public entertainment at Weber's hall on
the evening of Jan. 7. Music will be
furnished by Bergman’s orchestra; sing-
ing and music by Mrs. Farrel, Miss Hal-
en and Mr. Halen and others; speaking
by Russell Wyttenback and Dr. Rum-
mer; select readings, declamations, etc.
Admission will be free. A good time is
promised, and everybody is invited to
attend and to bring all friends and ac-
quaintances. ;

Branch 9 of Wisconsin indorsed the
resolution of the central committee of
Milwaukee opposing any change in the
name of the party or.in its spirit and tac-
tics. The action of the Wisconsin
branches doubtless reflects the sober
judgment of the party throughout the
country. ;

The comrades of Milwaukee closed
the old year by capturing the Federated
Trade Council, electing a full board of
Social Democrats 'for the! first time in

Big Hearted People |
Two large-hearted social reformers
e visited Canada during the. past

| residents in those cities.

{ and vicinity of the Social

‘whom a few words may fitly be |

are many toilers in every industrial cen-

ter, but he has the disposition to use his
talents in the service of mankind. Those

who hear him are always impressed by

his earnestness of purpose, and all are

‘benefited by his honest discussion of the

evils so prevalent in society today. The
addresses of Mayor Jones in Toronto
were greatly ap]greczaged. :

E e V. Debs is another of the
manly men of today, and his meetings
during the past week in Hamilton, St.

“Thomas,  Brantford and London were

attended by many of the most prominent
We have al-
ways had a warm spot in our heart for
Debs since the convention of locomotive
firemen in Toronto a year ago. When
the convention broke up, Mr. Debs was
seen at his hotel by an aged delegate,
who approached him to say goodby.
Just then we did not know that 'Gene
Debs had taken some of his early les-
sons in Socialism from this homespun
workingman, and we wondered at the
tender words exchanged, the fondling
of the scarred hand by Comrade Debs,
and the kiss that was followed by a lov-
ing look and a hearty’ “God bless you,
brother,” and “goodby.” Yes! there's
more in life than the money for which
too many men sell their souls, and we
envy those who have love in their hearts
for others, rather than those who have
purses well filled with gold to be used
for selfish purposes.—Citizen and Coun-
try (Toronto).

OUR LETTER BOX

UNION OF THE §. 0. P.

Editor of the Herald: As a member
of the S, D, P. I wish-to express my
opinion on the question of gnity with
the anti-boss faction of the S. L. P. At
least I, for one, cannot see any difference
either in tactics or in principle that
should divide us into two parties. With
unity in the Socialist ranks thousands
of good Socialists ‘that have left the
movement on account of the bitter
quarrels that have prevailed for the last
few years will return, and with the great
mass of intelligent Socialists of the anti-
deleon faction united in the Social
Democratic party there will prevail an
enthusiasm that will show itself in the
campaign of 1900, when the united So-
cialist movement will make a strong
fight against both capitalistic parties and
for the first time in history will prove
itself a factor in American politics. Fra-
ternally yours, Elias Aaronson.

New York.

ON TO OHIO

Editor of The Herald: 1 believe that
political wisdom would be shown should
the Social Democracy now turn its at-
tention to the state of Ohio and concen-
trate its energies during the campaign
of 1900 on that state. What are the
conditions? One hundred and ten thou-
sand voters gave support in the last cam-
paign to Maor Jones. This means that
party alignments have been broken up.
They voted for a man who calls himself a
Socialist. Whether he rightly uses the
name or not is not the point of discus-
sion. . These people voted for a man who
uses the word *Socialist.”” Consequent-
ly the name has no longer any terrors
for them. In 19goo Mr. Jones cannot be
a political factor, unless he should run

for the presidency, which is improbable,

He cannot consistently work with any
political party, for he has limited him-
self in that respect. He does not be-
lieve in political parties. Now, are we
going to allow, through apathy or in-
difference, these 100,000 voters who
have beén detached from the old par-
ties to driit back to their old political
-associations? Is the time not ripe for
us to put a speaker into the state and
start organization? What say you, com-
rades? Frederick O. MacCartney.
Rockland, Mass.

AS TO UNITY

Editor of The Herald: About one
year ago I wrote advocating the union
of the Social Labor and Social Demo-
cratic parties, I recognized at the time
that the rank and file of the Social Labor
party were honest and’intelligent Social-
ists, with very few exceptions. Espe-
cially here in Massachusetts I recog-
nized at the time that the domimant
element (deleonism) made such .a
union impossible and hardly desirable,
yet, as a protest inst the dominant
spirit that seemed determined to only

[ disintegrate the forces that should be

united against a common enemy, I sug-
gested unity. #

The objectionaﬁle ele’t_nénts of Bdston

those whose conduct for years past has

Labor party,

brought disrepute to Socialism, are all
deleon. factions, and a merry

body. - Wherever there are two organi-

zations—Social Labor party and Social

Democratic party—Ilet them come to- '

gether as one. As for name I do not see

how it can be other than Social Demo--
crat, a name honored all over the world:

by all Socialists. ~ Squire E. Putney.
A RETROSPECTIVE VIEW
Editor of The Herald: For many
years the Socialists of this country have
been hoping for the day when Socialism
would take hold of the minds of the

-American people and begin to get pos-

session of the political power. Up to
within recent years this seemed ta be a
vain hope, and various reasons were
given why Socialism did not succeed
here, while in European countries it was
fast rising to that measure of power
which would soon give it the right and
the might to revolutionize society there.
Many an early-day Socialist in  this
country gave up in despair. It seemed
impossible to get the Yankee ear and
the Yankee neart; it seemed bound to
continue a movement hedged in by the
limitations of a small part of the Ger-
man-speaking circles and misrepresented
and misunderstood by ali other elements
of Yankeedom.

In 1889 the Social Labor party, which
represented the Socialists of the country
on the political field, concluded—at least
certain “leaders” did—that the only hope
of success lay in what was termed an
“aggressive policy.” In the preceding
years the membership had sought to
inoculate various labor and radical polit-
ical organizations with their doctrine by
permeation. This was alternated by
separate action politically, as occasion
prompted, and with it all there came but
small success, though the longer heads
among the membership saw that this
permeation would in time produce some
results. DBut the aggressive policy was
inaugurated. It was an attempt to out-
do the discipline of the party in Ger-
many, heedless of the fact that there a
despotic and arbitrary government had
to be reckoned with, while here political
freedom ruled and the boast of a “firee
country” was in almost everyone’s mind.
The aggressive policy soon showed its
true animus. Out of such a soil bosses
and sub-bosses developed, with clashes
and semi-clashes between them, as was
only to be expected. Inquisitorial meth-
ods, heresy-hunting and a hateful form
of prapaganda was gradually substituted
for the old methods of procedure, those
who disapproved being brushed aside or
driven from the party—and still Social-
ism seemed to get no nearer the Ameri-
can heart and mind. :

But the break was bound to come
some time, and come it did. A Gronlund’s
“Co-operative  Commonwealth,” fol-
lowed soon after by Bellamy's “Looking
Backward,” are really entitled to the
credit. Gradually an English press grew
up and' it came to pass that the country
was filled with Socialists who were not
members of the Social Labor party. So-
cialism had escaped from the fetters of
that sectarian organization. The visible
passing of the Social Labor party began
when the Social Democracy came upon
the field. ‘It came with a mission, and
when a year later it took a stand for un-
compromising political Socialism, there
was no longer a doubt of its destined su-
premacy. The spirit of the Social Labor
party which prompted all sorts of mis-
representation of the rival party came
finally to full flower in the person of
Daniel DeLeon. Disintegration began
to set in. A factional fight led to a split
in the party, and now one faction, de-
nied the use of the party name by the
courts (and, consequently, the party
platiorm), is quite likely to be merged
into the Social Democratic party.

While this situation on the field of
political organization has defeloped, the
Social Democratic party has been going
from one political victory to another. Its
name has become fixed in the minds of
the people and press of the country, and
to the old, battle-scarred Socialists it has
demonstrated that this country is not
hopeless for successful Socialist propa-
ganda, but that when the propaganda
and the political attack are carried on
under the right auspices and in the right
spirit, this country takes its place along-
side those of Europe. The European
successes, long envied by us, will now
be repeated on the shores of the new
world. The Socialist battie line has now
become international, not only in name,
but also in fact. !

All this suggests its lesson. Nothing
must be done that will either embarrass
the triumphal advance of the Social
Democratic party or change its spirit.
Any readjustment of the Socialist forces
that may take place by reason of the
split in the ranks of 'the Social Labor
party, must not be allowed to weaken the
standing of our party before the country
or nullify the value or the prestige of its

‘bring in a change in the party spirit that

victories. Neither must it be allowed to-

to the end that the integrity of the move-
ment be not impaired, and that the So-
«cial Democratic party be not blocked in
its mission just at the threshold of a
successful advance upon ‘the lines of the
common enemy. Server.

_ Quarterly dues, payable Jan.
5, are past due. ‘Pay, pay,
pay

SHOES AND SOCIALISM

(From the New York Sun, December 24, 1899.)

Municipal elections in cities of Massa-

chusetts take place in the month of De-
cember, but not all on the same day of
the month, though all of them occur on
a Tuesday. At this year's election two
cities which elected Socialist mayors
were ‘Haverhill and Brockton, and the
question has been asked what reason
there is to explain such a demonstration
of preierence for Socialistic notions in a
conservative state like Massachusetts
and it is pointed out as an interesting
fact, which is more than a coincidence,
that both Haverhill and Brockton are
largely engaged in shoemaking. Haver-
hill elected the present Socialist mayor
a year ago, so that the triumph of So-
"cialism there is no new thing.
. The number of Socialistic voters in
Massachusetts, whether allied with the
Socialist Labor party or the Social Dem-
ocratic party—the two groups of Social-
istic voters—is now larger in proportion
to the electorate than in any other state,
but the most curious feature of their
activity is that they are most numerous
in the towns.in which boots and shoes
are manufactured. By the federal cen-
sus of 18go there were 80,000 factory
shoemakers in the United States draw-
ing collectively $40,000,000 a year in
wages. Of these shoemakers 10,800
were in the town of Haverhill, Mass;
8,100 in Brockton, Mass., and 12,100 in
J.ynn, Mass. These three were the chief
shoe cities of the country and in each of
them, oddly enough, the Socialist party
has made its chief headway politically,
electing in two of them Socialist mayors.
What connection there may be between
the manufacture of shoes and the mak-
ing of Socialist votes is not easily stated.
By some persons it has been ascribed to
the labor troubles between shoemakers
and their employers, but this is a view of
the case which does not stand examina-
tion, for difficulties in other trades in the
same state of Massachusetts have been
just as common and just as serious with-
out adding to the Soeialist vote.

By others it has been pointed out that
perhaps an explanation of the case is to
be found in the composition of the for«
eign population of the shoe cities. By
the Federal census of 1890 there were
14,000 foreign-born residents in Lynn,
of whom 5,800 were Canadians, chiefly
French Canadians, and 5,500 natives of"
Ireland, there being few Germans or
Russians, the two countries from-which,
chiefly, Socialist voters are drawn. By

lation of Haverhill was 6,000, of whom
3,200 were French Canadians and 1,700
natives of  Ireland. The foreign-born
population of Brockton was 6,300, ‘of
whom 1,600 were French Canadians and
2,400 natives of Ireland. In other words,
it may be said that the population of
these shoe cities, so-called, is for the
most part native-born, and that in none
of them is the number of foreign-born
voters sufficiently large to justify the
statement that the support of Socialism
is due to foreign influence, and, more-
ove~, the foreign-born vote of all three
citie is recruited in each case from
amony those who' have little partiality
for, and little tolerarice of, the projects
and principles of Socialism. There are
in other parts of the United States few
Irish Socialists and there are still fewer
French-Canadian = Socialists, the two
cities of. Lowell and Fall River, which
by the last federal census had 15,000
French-Canadians each, showing little.
favor to Socialist candidates.

The conclusion, therefore, seems rea-
sonable that there must be something in
the business of shoemaking which in-
clines the worker to the support of So-
cialist candidates and that this tendency
is most marked in American or rather in
New England .workmen, native-born.

The government sells bonds to get
money.

- Then it takes back the bonds to get
rid of money. :

It pays interest on the money it gets,
and the New York bankers charge more
interest on the money it gets rid of.

It is a wonderful system.—Chicago
Journal. i

PROPAGANDA FUND

‘must counsel -with the more impulsive,.

the same census the foreign-born popu- -



miration society because of the glory of
the victories 35'1_899, nor forget that
like a ripened pear, it is necessary that
it when it falls. Ll
. And while our hearts may: ever thrill
responsive to the victories of the past
ear, our lives illuminated by the grow-
ing brightness of the gleams of the camp
fires of the future, let our memories re-
call our class through.all the ages of the
past, toiling up the heights of time, bear-
ing the “burden of the world,” their
hearts a sepulchre of blasted hopes, their
souls a region of strangled aspirations,
their lives a record of exploitation, of
wrongs, of inequality—recalling this
each day afresh—"Lest we forget.
Havechill: & James F. ,(;arey,
Member Massachusetts Legislature.

«ON TO WASHINGTON"

Standing today on the threshold of
the new century we can partially realize
. what the years of struggle for economic
" freedom have accomplished, and what
we may hope for in the years o come.

Many weary years of agitation have
come and gone since the truth of So-
cialism was first proclaimed to the Amer-
ican toiler; years of struggle, which to
some have seemed hopeless. ‘Iliut tc:day,
‘at the close of the nineteenth century,
:very true Socialist should be filled with
joy and gladness at the result of these
years of labor, and look to the new year
with renewed hope and undaunted cour-

e' .
agI believe the year 1900 will be the
most eventful one in the history of the
Socialist movement in America. It will
mark the beginning of the end.of the
social revolution. Through the yictories
it has won the Sociai Democratic party
stands as the true representative of the
Socialistic - movement in America, and
its entrance into the field of national
politics in 1900, with Eugene V. Debs
as its candidate for president, the first
alignment of the forces of Socialism and
capitalism will take place. i

Organized on national and sctcntxflc
lines, the Social Democratic party will
win the support of all true Socialists, and
force the defenders and apologists of
capitalism to umite for the battle which
will be fought in 1908, when a Social
Democratic president shall occupy the
White house at Washington.

Our watchword should be, “On to
Washington.” :

With this as our battle cry, we will
sweep on to victory and the co-operative
commonwealth. John C. Chase,

Mayor of Haverhill, Mass.

A YEAR BRIGHT WITH PROMISE

The Social Democratic party during
the coming year has an opportunity to
make history that shall be of deeper sig-
nificance to the human race than any of
the pages that have been written of the
past. For the coming year is to usher

" in the first skirmishes of that great
struggle that will terminate in the tri-
umph of right—the co-operative com-
monwealth, the brotherhood of man, to
which all the struggles of the past have
been tending. The coming year will
stretch out the hand of opportunity for
every comrade to grasp, and no matter
how humble the effort, its praise will be
written in letters of fire in the history of
the future and its sacrifice given the full
meed of praise.

Let no comrade underestimate the
deep significance of the coming year, for
already the rays of the dawn of indus-
trial peace are flashing here and there
above the dark hills of industrial slavery,

. and the wage earner is blind indeed who
cannot see them.,

. The coming year will see the towns
and villages of the republic rising to the
call of duty, not as they did in the days
of '76 and of ‘61, with the blare of trum-

and the sound of drums, but
through organization and their greatest

" of all weapons, the ballot box.

The past year and its victories are
pointing the way to greater efforts and

greater achievements, and the coming

year is already making imperative de-

- mands on those who have fought the

‘ se who are just en-

man | The
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 looks to you for the ultimate fulfi

~ | of all the past and present promises of
i . Chas. H. Coulter, -

- Mayor of Brockton, Mass.

. EUGENE DEBS FOR CANDIDATE ;
. Predictions are dangerous things to
handle, especially political predictions,
for there are always new factors coming
in to disturb the working out of the
prophecy. If the policy of the S. D. P.
‘though capitalism is ordained to drop | is wisely outlined and vigorously carried
i o i out, I giv;: i}: Tls my J‘gdg'x?ent that we
ing be prepared to catch | shall see the following developments:

fie dpreele % ‘1. Eugene V. Debs will be nominated
for the presidency. He is the historic
figure around which, so far as persons
are concerned, is gathered this move-
ment. If we had better organization in
the different states, he would poll a mil-
As it is, we should be con-

tent if he polls 350,000. ;
2. Rightly managed, a campaign in
the state of Ohio would show astonish-
There we have 110,000
voters who have broken away from the
old parties. They have supported a man
who called himself a Socialist.
name, therefore, has no terrors for them.
They will be adrift in 1900, as Mr. Jones
has limited himself, and cannot work for
any political party. If we go into Ohio
and work, we will poll from ten to thir-
ty thousand votes. ‘We ought to make
great gains also in Idaho. The mining
outrages . were perpetrated through a
silver Democratic governor, allowed to
continue under William McKinley’s ad-
ministration ‘and with no word of pro-

test from William J. Bryan. :

3. The year 1900 will mark the de-
feat of Bryan for the presidency. This
will mcan the definite beginning of the
disintegration of the Democratic party.
The masses of the people can then
be brought under the.sway of so-

4. McKinley will be elected (barring
death and accidents).
istration will mean the rapid maturing
of the trust system, the growth of the in-
solence of the imperialism of wealth, the
rapid disappearance of the middle class,
the desperation of the people, who, un-
der the leadership of the Social Democ-
racy, will rise by the millions in 1904 in
political rebellion.

5. So far as the state of Massachu-
setts is concerned, the most important
thing before us is the completion of the
To accomplish this we
must have some one who shall devote
all timé to this work. A paid state sec-
retary and organizer must be appointed.
T{ this is done, we can easily double our
last vote in 1900,

Frederick MacCartney,

Member Massachusetts Legislature.

Rockland, Mass.

His next admin-

THE GIRL AT THE LOOM

Here'is a town of countless looms,
By corporations run,
And here girls work in stifling rooms
From rise till set of sun.
Swiit-moving wheels and shuttles make
The mill to its foundations shake.

Here, female slaves, with figures slight,
With frail and aching bones, |
Attend upon the shuttle’s flight,
To heap up wealth for drones.
And in that noisome chamber there
Is not a wholesome breath of air.

Their hollow eyes, their fragile forms,
Their thin and haggard faces,

Their skinny hands and withered arms,
Of health betray no traces.
On every feature grief has shed
A gloom that shows all hope is fled.

No wonder, when that multitude,
Which so much wealth produce,
Scarce ever tastes a scrap of food
That’s fit for human use;
For what with “pluck-me” stores and

Their lives in constant want are spent.

'Tis August! Yet a hundred feet
Of steam pipe downward sheds
Throughout the day a scorching heat
That smites on female heads.
They told us that it killed a score; ;
But what of that? There's plenty more.

We met a foreman, of that type
Some folks would call a boor.

We said, “Why don’t you clothe that

: Pls ‘ :

- Brains can't such heat endure?”

Said he, "It is not worth the pains;

Besides, them things have got no brains.”

| Oh workmen! This is just the kind
- Of thing we wish to cure;

now the way we find
Oppressors treat the poor.

psit JULP ‘
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pendent political action are the chlef
pa factors of the. working class, the one
re ent;nmiu economic, the other its political
1g, and that both must co-operate to abolish
&eﬂuplulm system of pruduction and distri-
lon. %

Therefore, .the Social Democratic Party of
America declares its object to be the establish-
ment of a system of co-operative producticn
and distribution through the restoration to the
{wople _of all the means of production and dis-

ribution, to be administe by organized soci-
ety In the Interest of the whole people, and the
complete emancipation of soclety from the dora-

ination of capitalism. y

The wage-workers and all those in sympathy
with their historical mission to realize a higher
civilization should sever connection with all
capitalist and reform lpﬂrﬁen and unite with
the Soclal Democratic Party of America.

The control of political power by the Soclal
Democratic Party will be tantamount to the
abolition of capitalism and of all class rule.

The solldarity of labor connecting us with
millions of  class-consclous  fellow-workers
throughout the civilized world will lead to In-
ternational Socialism, the brotherhood of man.

As at?rln this direction, we make the fol-
lowing demands:

1. Revision of our antiquated Federal Con-
stitution, In order to remove the obstacles to
full and complete control of government by all
the people, irrespective of sex.

. - The public ownership of all industries con-
trolled by monopolies, trusts and combines.

3. The ?ubllc ownership of all railroads, tele-
graph, te cghone, all means of transportation,
communicition, water-works, gas and electric
plants, and other public utilities.

4. The public ownership of all gold, silver,
copper, lexd, iron, coal and all other mines;
also of all «{l and gas wells.

. Reduction of the hours of labor in propor-
tion to the increasing facilities of production.

6. The®™inauguration of a system of public
works and improvements for the employment of
a large number of the unemployed, the public
credit to be utilized for that purpose.

7. All useful inventions to be free to all, the
inventor to be remunerated by the public. .

8. Labor legislation to.be made national, in-
stead of local, and international where possible.

9. Natlonal insurance of working people
mzullr:]st accidents, lack of employment and want
in old age.

10 Equal civil and political rights for men
and women, and the abolition of all laws dis-
criminating against women.

11. The adoption of the Initiative and Refer-
endum, and the right of recall of representa-
tives bg the voters. ‘

12. Abolition- of war as far as the Unite
States are concerned and the iIntroduction of
international arbitration instead.

NATIONAL FUND

‘The following is a list of comrades
who have agreed, in response to the
appeal of the National Executive
Board, to contribute monthly for one
year to the national fund. Other names
will be added as they are received.
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1he Political Strength of So
o from 1867 to 1898.

Anstia. Ge:
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