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How the Workers vote themselves into Jail.
By Seymour Stedman,

L
HERE are two kinds of injunctions—(1) pro-
hibitory, and (2) mandatory. The first for-
bids tae doing of some act and the second
commands the doiny of some act. An injunction
prohibiting the calling of a strike is a Prohibitory
Injunction, and an injunction commeanding the offi-
cials of a union to call a strike off is a Mandatory
Injunction. Violation of an injunction is a contempt
of court. The judge issues the injunction, and de-
cides without a jury whe-
ther or not there has been
a violation of the injunction
80 issued by him.

Witnesces meed not ap-
pear in court :nd submit to
cross examination, for the
judge may decide upon the
sworn statements of persons
who do not appear. The de-
fendants do mot have the privi.
lege of seeing or cross exam-
ining the witnesses who ap-
pear against them. The judge
acts as judge and jury, de-
termines whether the defend-
ant is guilty and fixes the
pruishment.

2.

At one time in history it
was the duty of the baron or
lord to take care of and pro-
teot his lands, his pigs, his
cattle and Lis serfs. Feudal
laws imposed obligations of
care and protection upon the
lord and upon the serf it imposed obedience and
service. THF SERF WAS PROPERTY. The slave
law imposed carc and protection of the dlave upon
the master, and obedience and service upon the
slave. THE SLLAVE WAS PROPERTY. The serf
and the <lave had no standing as citizens.

Seymour Stedman

With the development of free institutions and
a democracy it became the duty of the state and
the state only to maintain peace and order and to
prevent personal conflicts, riots and war. Where
there was a breach of the peace or a violation of
the law the defendant had the right of a trial by
jury im a criminal court where witnesses were re-
quired to appear against him and submit to cross
examination. This was regarded as a fundamental
right of every citizen.

To preserve the peace is
the duty of the criminal
courts and pofice officials.
Some ingenious lawyers con-
ceived the idea that, as juries
were unreliable and might de-
cide in favor of working-
men, a method should be
devised which would en-
able a judge to act as jury,
judge and executioner. To
do this courts of chancery
were best adapted. To get
the court of chancery to
act, property rights must
be involved—property rights
of the master class in the
worker. How could this be
brought about and wused
against striking workmen?
The method was simple as
well as ingenious. The emy
ployer owns- his factory, he
owns his machinery, he owns
the goods in the factory
Now if he can be legally cor
sidered the owner of nor
uniton men employed in hi
shop and those secking employment in his sho
then he can protcet them as his property by an i
junetion; the same as he cap protect his machiner;
his building and his stock of goods from damaige o
loss through a nuissnce or hostile agencies, and a1
injunp.tfon becoiies a proper remedy.

(Continued on next page),
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THE S80C0IALIST WORLD

TKIS is to announce the birth of THE SQCIAL-
IST WORLD, grown-up successor to The
Young Bocialists’ Magasine.

The Socialist world needs THE SOCIALIST
WORT.D. Thsre has been an insistent demand for
a publication of this kind for many years. The Na-
tional organization of the Socialist party, tlwrafom,
has undertaken to publish this magazine in an en-
deavor to fill the long-felt want,

The publication of the Bulletin is to be discon-
tinued and iL~ mere important official business now
appearing in The Bulletin will be published in 2
monthly supplement to The Socialist World. In
case the constitutional amendment now before the
membership in Refererdum is adopted, The Socialist
World with monthly supplement will be sent to
every party member, the subscription price being
paid out of the members dues.

It will be the endeavor of the Editor to furnish
a review of the Socialist movement, articles inter-
preting current events from the standpoint of So-
cialism, and a discussion of the problems before the
8ocialist movement.

The Editor will be glad to consider for publica-
tion communications and articles from all persons
interested in the Socialist movement. It will be our
endeavor to get into the closest touch with our read-
ers, in order that their interests, their ideas, and
their criticism might be taken into consideration in
the conduct of THE SOCIALIST WORLD.

s ° @

The last numher of the Young Socialists’ Magazine
was dated May “Sth) it has been necessary to skip the
June (ssue, tecauce of the shortags of print paper, and
ctirer arinting ditficulties

Arrangements have been perficted, howerer, for the
prompt appearance of the SOCIALIST WCRLD on the
iSth of each month.

HOW THE WORKERS VOTE THEMBELVRS
INTO JAIL,
(Continued from preceding pege)

In running a railroad the company owns the
cary, equipment and right of way. Now if it owned
men or had & preprietorship in labor who was e
ployed or wished to be employed by it, why then
there was a property right in men and women
work for or wish to work for the company, and an
injunction hy the company is a proper remedy.

- If a packingbouse company owns the corral,
the yard, the ice, the icing plants, pige, chickens,
and cows; and if labor is property, then the packing
company has a property interest in the men, the
women and the children who were employed or
wished to be employed. So, the packinghouse conld
file a bill to enjoin and prevent, by injunetion, per-
sons from injuring the building, icing plant, chick-
ens, pigs and catt'e because it was its property and
as labor is property, it is proper for a ecourt to grant
an injunction to prevent interference with the plant,
the pigs, the chickers and the men, women and
children who worked in the plant, or the men,
women and children who wished to work in the
plant. Therefore the courts announced the doe-
trine that “labor is property” (Christiansen s,
The People, 114 Illinois AppeHats Court Reports,
page §9), and that the employer has an interest in
this property and that during a strike he has the
right to file a bill and ask for an injunction to pro.
hibit. to restrain and to stop persons locked out or
persons on a strike from persuading, talking to or
trying to induce, peacefully or otherwise, men,
women and children employed to discontinue their
employment and jein the strike and to prohibit
locked out men and women, or mmen und women om
a strike from persuading, inducing or requesting
strike breakers and scabs not to work.

To justify the courts in granting this kind of
an injunction they do so upon the assumption that
working people are property and that the employer
has an interest in this property, that is strike break-
ers and scabs, and the court will proteet the prop-
erty interest of the employer in these strike break-
<ra or scabs by énjoining strikers and union men
from talking to them or urging them to stop work.

The injunction abuse has gore to such an ex-
tent that in some instances courts have actually en-
joined and prohibited persons from discontinuing
work and from stopping thbeir employment,

. Some labor leaders have carried on a campaign
of “rewarding ils friends and punishing its en-
emies” and the reformists and progressives of the
United States have made their protests for over
twertv-fve years denouncing injunetion~. Some
laws have been passed stating that workingmen are
not preperty, but injunctions in labor disputes are
now as thisk a9 weeds and in frequent use always
readv at Tand to all v iployers in a'l the courts of
the country. Thare ara more i<ned now than there
wore fywenty-five vears ago. The more the old time
agitators, reformists and liberals have talked the
mgre injunetions are issued and the more drastie
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they have become. A trade union is subject to a
fine for contempt if & member violates an injunec-
tion, even though Lis act is against the explicit and
expressed order of the union.

Now. what is the remedy for this? What
will make labor freemen and not property, with
the right to organize to strike and to discontinue
work collectively as they may please?! Where do
injunections come from? The court?—Yes. Who
are they enforced by? The sheriff or bailifft—
Yes. But what gives the court power to do this?
In other words; who places the judge, who issues
the injunection, on the bench and the sheriff and
bailiff who execute them, in office? Who gives the
court power to fine and imprison workers for con-
tempt and to sentence themt Who gives the sheriff
or bailiff the power to take these men, who have
been found guilty by the court, over to the jail and
put them into a cell and lock the doors!?

Hold up before your eyes, if you can, a writ of
injunction. It is a foot or two feet long, filled with
print that recites the title of the court, the name
of the compauny and that the company owns property,
that it is in business, that there is a strike or lock-
out, that the strikers or locked out men are inter-

fering with the men who are working for or whe

‘wish to work for the company and therefore they
should be enjoined and further are hereby enjoined
from soliciting or urging men and women from dis-
continuine work, and that the strikers who disobey
the ord=r of the court and solicit, request or urge,
unlawfully (that means any old way) to discon-
tinue work, shall be punished for contempt of court.

The back of this injunction writ is usuoally
blank. ILook at the blank side for a moment and

draw a line right across the back, three inches from
the top; the little space above that line represents
the small percentage of the capitalists, stock brok-
ers and mapufacturers who vote, and below this line
is a long space. This space represents the countless
thousands, tens of thousands and hundreds of thou-
sands of workers who vote. The small group of cap-
italists at the top and the large group of workers
below, all together vote the same way and eizct the
same judge and sheriff; these votes give the power
to the judge, and power fo the sheriff to issue the
injunction to jail the strikers. In plain English,
the workingelass votes to place upon the bench
judges- and to place in the sheriff’s office men; to
jail themselves. Workingmen have insisted on vot-
ing to enjnin themsclves and to jail themselves, then
protest against injunctions. The workers protest
with their voice and then vote to destroy their pro-
test. They vote for just the opposite of what they
are asking for. They vote for injunctions and pro-
test against them. They vote to be jailed and pro-
test acainst it.

When they vote as they protest they will sup-
port politically the party and the candidates of the
party of the workingeclass who will not issue in-
junctions and who will pot fine and imprison work-
ers.

The Socialist Party repudiates property in man,
woman or child.

VOTE THE SOCIALIST TICKET.
JOIN THE PARTY FOR A GREAT STRIKR

AT THE BALLOT BOX, FOR LIBERTY AND IN-
DUSTRIAT. FREEDOM.

The March of the Hungry Men.

By Reginald Wright Kauffman,

~——

IN the dreams of your downy couches, through the
shades of your pampered sleep,
Give ear; you can hear it coming, the tide that is eteady
and deep—
Give ear, for the sound is growing from desert and dungeoa
and den;
The tramp of the Marching Milllons, the March of the
Huagry Men.

As once the lean-limbed Spartans at Locri’'s last assent,

As Wiliam’s Norman legions through Sussex meadows
went,

As Woeife assailed the mountains or Sherman led the way

From Fulton to Savannah—as they and more than they;

S0 comes another army yocur wit cennot compute,

The men-atarms self-fashioned, the man you made the
dbrute.

From farm and sweatshop gathered, from factory, mine,
and mill,

With lever and shears and auger, dibble and drift and drill.

They bear no sword nor rifle, yet their ladders are on your
walls,

Though the hauberk b turned to & jumper, the gambeux to
pveralls.

They come from the locomotive, the cab, and the cobbler's
bench;

They d@re armed with the plok end the jack-plame, the
sledge and the axe and the wrench;

And some coime empty-handed with fingers gnarled and
strong,

And some come dumbd with sorrow and some sway druak
with song;

But all that you thought were buried are stirring and lithe
and quick,

And they carry a brassbound sceptre, the brass composing
etick.

Through the depths of the Devil’'s darkness, with the
distent stars for light,

They ere coraing the while you slumber, and they come
with the might of Right;

On a morrow—perhapa tomorrow-—you will waken and
see, and then )

You wil', hand the Xeys of the citice to the remks of the
Hungry Med.



A CALL TO ACTION

" HE National Executive Committee of the So-
cialist Party calls the attentior of the voting
masees to the significant signs of decay in

the two major political parties of the nation. Part-
ners in usurpations and crimes of the past three
years, the Republican and Democratic parties in
their candidates, their conventions, and platiforms
exhibit a decav which shows that their mission is
drawing to a close.

Both conventions witnessed a control by pro-
fessional brokers in polities, brokers who represent
the most reactionary classes of this country. The
candidates are dummies of the great oligarchies of
capital. They are acclaimed as satisfactory by the
New York journals of financial imperialism. Qf
‘mediocre. ability, trained in the practices of ma-
chine politics, thoroughly convinced of the sacred-
‘ness of the profiteering and exploiting classes, fear-
ing the increasing disgust and intelligence of the
-workers, fearful of all suggestions leading to social
redemptiorr and a better world, these candidates
repeat the meaningless platitudes of two generations
ago. They urge appraval of platforms so nearly alike
that intelligent men and women laugh at the pre-
tense of difference.

. The Democratic Party, once the party of the
-middle class, the agrarian radical, and many work-
-ers of the cities, voiced their protests against foreign
conquest, militarism and overseas conquest follow-
ing the Spanish-American war. Decisively defeated
in the election of 1900 and consolidated capital hav-
ing acquired political and economic mastery, urban
and agrarian radicalism no longer served the Demo-
.cratic Party.

This historic party of a former ruling class of
slave owners bepan to bid for the support of the
‘higher plutocracy of capital and finance that had
‘bestowed its favors on the Republican Party. It
found a willing instrument for its purposes in a
clever product of American universitiess. With
matchless rhetoric and clever phrases, Woodrow
‘Wilson was summoned to the stage as a new type
.of Democratic leader.

‘With a compound of pious pretense and mysti-
fyinig phrases, balaneing vague progressive prom-
iges with covert assurances that big business had
wothing to fear, the Democratic leader in 1912 se-
cured the contract for administering the govern-
ment for the higher plutocracy of the United States.

War, which is a solvent of all pretenses, browght
the democracy of Wilson within the whirlpool of
world imperialism, militarism, dirty diplomacy, for-
elgn conquest and domestic reaction, leading the
masses to the brink of the wortd struggle, the new
tool of American imperialism plunged the nation
{nto the European vortex.

Under the stress of the imperialist require-
ments, the Democracy launched upon a career o«f
forzign adventures and domestic reaction that an-
noyed many of its Republican “oppoments.” A
black period of bullying and brutal repression set
in. No imperialist power of the old world ever
served a ruling class so faithfully as did rejuvenat-
ed Wilsonian “Democracy” during the last three
years.

The old traditions of city and agrarian radical-
ism disappeared. In their place stood the mailed
fist, censorship, cspionage, spies, jails, persecution,
administrative exile, arbitrary seizure and arrests
and a terrorism of all minority opinions. The De-
mocracy of the Wilsonian cult stood side by side
with the 20 years’ record of imperialist policies and
ambitions of its Republican “enemy.”

During all this abysmal reaction, this treach-
ery was iglorified in terms of religious fervor and
ethical idealism. The two historie parties of cap-
italism had become so alike in purpbse that both
groups in Congress awaited with bated breath the
orders of their recognized imperial chief.

Only the necessities of their barren political
strugele to control office, patronage, contracts, ap-
pointments and public plunder, prevent them from
complete union. Where .they are menaced by So-
cialist candidates they find no trouble whatever in.
uniting and supporting coalition candidates.

The higher plutocracy of capital has acquired
sole proprietorship in the organizations, platforms,
candidates and conventions of the Republican and
Democratic parties. They represent the great banks.
the consolidated capital, the profiteering exploiters
and the bogus “patriotism” of the enemies of labor.
The program of both is to keep the arbitrary power
both have scized and to strangle the economic and
politica! frecdom of the workers.

It is a dark and menacing period that faces the
masses. Unless the party machine of capitalism
suffers large desertions in' the November election,
and lariee numbers of workers are sent to the Legis-
latures and Congress, an imperialistic Caesarism
may be the fate of the Republic.

We warn the workers of the nation of this
black dancer just as we warned them in 1917 of
what has since some to pass. Our warnings were not
heeded then. Will they be heeded now?

Upon the answer to this question rests the
future of the workers of this nation. The Socialist
Party has come through the period of reaction and
terror with its banner held proudly aloft. It ap-
peals to the workers to join with us in ‘the support
of the candidates of the Socialist Party at the polls.

Our candidate for President, Eugene V. Debs,
the biggest man in America today, symbolizes in



July 1920

his imprisonment the wrongs of the outraged, ex-
ploited and betrayed masses today. No compro-
mise! Vote with your class, for Dcbs and Stedman,
and strike a blow at the sinister forces that would
enslave us and our chxldren, that would make us
serfs and conscripts in the interests of the most
dangerom imperialism that ever menaced any na-
‘tion in the .world’s history.

THE SOCEALIST WORLD

JAMES ONEAL,

WM. M. BRANM

JOHN HAGEL,

WM. H. HIEN(RY,

BERTHA H. MAILLY,

EDMUND T. MELAIS,

GRORGE E. ROEWER, JR.,
National Executive Committee

'OTTO BRANSTETTER, Bxecutive Secretary.

The Menace of Imperialism

By James Oneal.

HAT is mxpemlmmt
This word has come to have an ominous
ring for the American workers as it had for
the European workers for a generation before the
bloody world war.

Imperialism is a deep rooted disease of moderm
industrial society. It clutches at the vitals of every
modern industrial nation. The more wealth, the
more machinery, the more industry concentrates, the
more does Imperialism menace the peace of the
world.

Industry becomes more highly organized im
each country. It concentrates more and more cap-
tal into huge trusts and corporations. Old plants
ere closed and new and better cnes are run at full
_capacity. As the railroads, oil business, steel in-
dustry, textile production become thoroughly or-
ganized, as other forms of business become perfect-
ed, the field for the investment of capital ut home
narrows.

Worse still. This perfection of organized in-
dustry drifts into the hands of a few powerful mag-
nates. So great is their power that we call them
‘“harons” and “kings” after the fashion of the Mid-
dle Ages. Every centralization of power, every in-
crease in wealth production, increases the total vol-
‘ume of capital to invest. As this surplus capital
accumulates it must be reinvested. As the invest-
ing field narrows at home the magnates seelk to in-
vedt it abroad.

This takes them into the “backward countries,”
the countries that have little of modern factories
and machine productiop, like Persia, Egypt, Chins,
Mevico #nd South America. There are rich resour-
ces to exploit, railroads to build, and factories o be
started, The great capitalists seek to transform
these “backward countries” after the image of their
home countries.

But these capitalist investors find the peoples
‘of these countries have laws and governments of
their own. They want to keep their resources for
themselves. The capitalists want to “develop” them
by investing the surplus eapital the workers of the
home country heap up annually. The capitaliats im-
mediately become interested in the politics, the poki-
ticians, and the laws of these “backward” countries.
These mvestmg capitalists want laws to protect
their concessions. Often these eoncessions are
brihed from native officials. Sometimes they are

stolen. Sometimes a “revolution” is financed by
these investors to place their tools in power.

The investor always stays in the background
while bis paid agents work for him. They intrigue,
they bribe, they plot. Publicity agents send “news”
back to the home country telling of “disorder” and
“itrocities” in the “backward country.” A process
of making “public opinion” is under way at home.
Relationes between the two countries become
strained.

If our capitalists’ investments suffer they calt
on the home government to protect them. Armed
forces are landed to preserve “order.” A few na-
tives are shot if necessary. A control, partial or
complete, i3 then established over the country.
Bayonets are employed to wmake -investments of
bankers and capitalists secure. The native govern-
ment hecomes non-existent or a servile tool of the
investors. The native workers become wage serfs
of the capitalists, freedom is blotted out, and the
country becomes an annex of the Standard Ofl
Ccempany, the Wall Street Banks, or groups of great
trust malgnates.

By this very process the two countries of Hayti
and Santo Domingo have been ruled by American
forces for years., For these very reasons Mexico
is approaching the same fate, If tl're were not
lgreat ranches, oil properties, and mineral resources
in that country there would be no threat of inter-
vention in Mexico. Many hundred millions of dol-
lars are invested in these properties, Much of the
American and other foreign concessions there were
obtuined through intrigues and bribery fromy the
old regime under Diaz. Mexicans want these thinge
for themselves. There is constant threst of war
with Mexico. If war follows, American “workery
will cross the Rio Grande to save the dollars of a
few thousand American investors.

Thix is the explanation of Imperialism. Today
the hunger for investing surplus cafpital leads the
capitalists all over the world. It takes British Tm-
perizlism into Persia, Egypt, India, and Africa. It
takes Japanese Imperialism into Korea, Shantung,
and Siberia. Tt takes French Imperialism into Mo-
rocco and Purkey. It takes American Imperialism
into Santo Domingo, Nicaragua, the Philippines,
Porto Rico, and Panama. It led German Imperial-
ism to scheme for the route from Hamburg to Bag-
dad to exploit Asia Minor and Mesopotamia.
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It has developed the dirty trade of secret diplo-
macy by which agreements are made behind the
people’s backs and without the knowledge of par-
Yiaments. A seeret “understanding” may be reached
which stakes the lives of millions at home on the
investing interests of capitalists. The worlkers,
‘whose lives are staked, have no voice in the matter.
It is theirs “to do or die,” to die for the greater
glory of the investing magnates.

Open treaties are also made, but these wigree-
ments are often crossed by secret understandings.
“‘Solemn obligations” are solemn farces, and the
diplomats know it. International spying upon each
other naturally follows. Each diplomat knows thalt
every other diplomat is engaged in a dirty trade.
Wach tries to find out the secrets of the other.
‘Hence the international spying.

Al because the workers .at home heap such
@iant masses of surplus capital into the hands of
over-rich capitakists that the latter must seek an
outlet for it abread.

Then armament rings get busy. They want to
sell armor plate, machinre guns, munitions, poison
gas, and 91l the othor agencies of destruction. War
‘means enormous profits. They subsidize news-
papers and stimulate foreign hatreds. They egg on

" the_"jingoes.” They scll to the “enemy” as well as
to their home governments. They aid those parties
and politicians that are imperialist. They cultivate
& Dogus und reactionary “patriotism.” They thrive
on national hatrads and grow rich from war.

Investing eurplus capital abroad, armament
rings and secret diplomacy—all go together. All
modern capitalist countries have them whether they
wre “pro-German” or “pro-Ally.” This is the world
powder box that threatens humanity with another
devastating war. A.spark may set the world afire
again, The masses of workers will have to pay the
awfol price as they paid it in the last war.

- This ghastly thing has its roots in the present
industrial system of capitalism. As long as we have
great magnates of industry and finance, owning the
mills, mines, factories, banks, railroads and natural
resources, the workers will be dependent on this
olass for employment. We are hired and paid a
fraction of the values we produce. The surplus
flows into the hands of the eorporate owners of in-
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dustry. A large part of this surplus must find an
outlet abroad. The moment this surplus capital is
exported that moment the peace of the world is
menaced, that moment the lives of millions of hu-
man beings are endangered.

Will the League of Nations avert the danger?
On the contrary, this proposed league is a league
of the impcrialist diplomats. They represent the
exporters of capitsl and the foreign policies that
protect this capifal. They are even now permitting
thirty wars in Europe., They represent the system
of international capitalism out of which come the
sinister forces that make for Imperialism and war.

The great plants for producing and distributing
wealth must become the property of society to be
operated for the common welfare of all. The im-
perialist magnates must no longer owm the indus-
tries of the pation. That ownership constitutes a
coustant menace to the peace of the world. For
when the capitalists of a dozen first class powers

are sceking control over some “backward” country

they come in conflict with each other. They drag
their governments and their peoples: by the heels
imto war for their investing interests. And while
wars are waged more big fortunes are accumulated
which contain the germs of future wars to be waged.

An end to this terrible menace! The industries
and national resources should belong to the people
of the nation. No surplus capital then to private
owners. We will have no prividle or corporate
owners. Qur contact with other peoples will then
consist of exchanging a surplus of what we have
for what we do not have. Socializn will give mas-
tery of industry to all mankind and bring democracy
into industry through common ownership and labor
control.

_ Parties placing their fafth in capitalist exploita-
tion of industry are Imperialist parties. Their rule
leads to war. The Sncialist party program would
put an end to Jmperialism and war. It would end
capitaliem. Tt would bring labor’s emancipation
from ill-paid toil and assure labor against another
ghastly struggle with its enormous toll of human
lives

Vote for the ticket of the Socialist party! Vote
for peace, plenty, security and emancipation! Vote
against Imperialism! Vote for Debs and Stedman!

KEEPING DOWN THE FRONT

In the days gone by ft was considered the duty of
@very person of superior station in life properly t» tmipress
the common herd with a proper sense of thelr inferiority.
“This was-done mainly by dressing and acting @0 far be-
yond their humble means that there could be n» mistake
about where they belonged.

But  suddenly the tune has been changed. ‘Forbes,”
frankly the organ of the master class, began an editorial
some time ago with the following sentence: “When, oh
when, will plutocratic men and women learn the wicked-
ness of flaunting the grossest and most foolish extravagan.
<ces in the:faces of the poor?”

The reference was not to the eating of porterhouse
oteek in public plates, but to the even grosser display
caused by the liberal advertising of a $75,000 Russian sable
fur coat worn by Mrs. William E, Corey.

The editorial goes on: “When crowns everywhere are

tottering when the world is strewn with suffering, starv-
fng, homeless children and women, when the working
classes in almost every land are exhibiting symptoms of
rebeliion against the rich, Mrs. Corey and her kind would
He well advieed to give up searching the world for furs
costing more than the average working man earns in a
lifetime. Such incidents to-day have the same effect upon
the populace as the waving of a red cloth has.vpon a bull.
This is the time for NOT flaunting $75,000 coats in the
face of the masses.”

Really? With what strange respect the masses are
anddenly held among those who sit-with the high and
mighty! It used to be “We must keep up a front to demon-
strate our superfority.” Now is has ween changed: “We
must keep down osur frcat so that we will not too loudly
deny our pretensions of democracy.”

The times do change.
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PROFITEERING

By Scott Nearing.

VERY dog has his day. The war was the feast-
day of the profiteer.

Profiteering was not confined to the war,
The pressnt economic system is so orgaunized that
the capitalist is bound to make profits every time
a wheel turns. Profiteering went on before the war,
a8 it has gone on since the war, but nzver, during
the past 50 years has profiteering netted such hand-
-some returns to the profiteer as it did between the

Yyears 1915 and 1918.

Before the United States entered the war, the
Arcerican businessmen made huge profits selling
‘their products to the wuarring nations of Burore.
After we entered the war, they made even greater
returns selling their products to the Government of
-the United States.

The price of a thing, under the capitalist sys-
tem, depends on how hard it is to get and how badly
‘it is wanted.

‘When tke United States entered the war, the
Governmert nceded great quantities of supplies—
and at once. Those who owned or who could make
these supplies set @ price upon them which carried
s profit of fifty, a hundred, a thousand, or even
several thousand percent on the investment.

The annual reports of some of the Corporations
‘indicated that very great profits were being made
during the war. The best evidence on the subject,
‘however, is contained in & report on “Corporate
PFarnings and Government Revenues,” which has
come to he known as ‘“Senate Document 259.”
There aré few, if any, copies of this document avail-
able for distribution. It probably cannot be se-
cured in the libraries. A few copies were printed,
supposedly for the information of the Senate.

Scnate Document 259 shows the profits made
by certain industries during the year 1917—the first
year that the United States was at war. The figures
are given in detail-—cach company is listed by num-
Vver. Consemiently- it is possible to gain a fairly
accurate picture of the extent of profiteering. The
report .is long—it contains 383 lerge paiges. An
idea of what is on these pages is best got by taking
a few of the typical industries and examining them
in detail.

- Under “meat-packing” there are listed 122
firms. (pages 95 and 365). Of these firms 31 re-
poried orofits for the ycar 1917 of less than 25 per-
cent; 455 reported profits of 25, but under 50 per-
cent; 24 reported profits of 50, but under 100 per-
cent, and 22 reported profits of 100 percent or over.
In this important industry, one fourth of the eon-
cerns reported profits of lexs than 25 percent, while
one third of the concerns reported profits of more
than 50 percent. i

The figures given in this report show the *“per-
cent of net income to capital stock.” Roughly speak-
ing, this is “profit” in the ordinarily accepted mean-

ing of the term, athough the books of a comnpany
may be so kept as to hide some profit before net
income is figured, Al of the figures were furnished
by the concerns to the Government.

Manufacturers of cotton yarns reported profits
slightly lower than those in the meat packing in-
dustry, (pawes 167, 1€3, 379), Among the 163 firms
reporting, 21 reported profits of less than 25 per-
cent; 61 reported 25, but less than 50 percent; 55
reported 50, but under 100 percent, and 16 reported
profits of 100 percent or more,

Profits in the garment manufacturing industry
were lower than those in yarn manufacturing.
Among the 229 firms reporting (pages 171 and 330)
T4 gave their profits as less than 25 percent; 121
gave their profits as 25, but under 50 percent; 65
reported profits of 50 but less than 100 percent, and
39 reported profits of 100 percent or over.

The profits of 49 steel plants and rolling mills
(pages 100 and 365) were much higher than the
profits in any of the industries just cited. Four of
these steal makers reported profits of less than 25
percent; 13 reported profits of 25 but under 60 per-
cent; 17 reported profits of 50 but under 100 per-
cent, and 15 reported profits of more than 10O per-
cent. Two thirds of these concerns made profits of
fifty percent or over in the year 1917.

The bituminous coal producers in the Ap-
palachian Field, 340 in number (pages 130 and 372)
report profits flar higher than those in the manu-
facturing induscries. Among those 340 firms, 23
reported profits of less than 25 percent: 68 reported
profite of 23 bul less than 50 percent; 79 reported
profits of 50 but under 100 percent; 135 reported
profits of 100 but under 500 percent; 21 reported
profits of 500 but under 1000 percent, and 14 re-
ported more than 1000 percent profit. A profit of
1000 percent means that the concern made a profit
of ten times its capital stock in the one year cov-
ered by the report.

These five industries have been selected be-
cause they represented food, clothing, steel, and
fuel. They were quite like scores of other indus-
tries listed in Senate Document 259. They give
somye idea of the range of the profits reaped during
1917. Almost no firms made net profits of as little
as ten percent. Profits of less than 25 percent are
the exception. Profits of more than 100 percent
were shown by 8 percent of the yarn manufacturers.
13 percent of the garment manufacturers; 18 per-
cent of: the meat packers; 31 percent of the steel
plants, and 50 percent of the bituminous coal mines.
These firms—reporting more than 100 percent pro-
fit—had made a profit, in one year, equal to the en-
tire capital stock of the business.

In the old days, business men were satisfied to
take a profit of 5, 10 or 20 percent, and think of it
as satisfactory. The war gave them a free hand.
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Trained to be profiteers by the system under which
they were brought up, they could do only ome thing
—make hay while the sun shines!

The year of these huge profits—1917—was a
war year. It was the year of conscription; the year
of the Espionage Act; the year when some men
‘went to the trenthes and other men went to jail for
their beliefs; a crisis year; a year of anguish, heart-
break, suffering, death. The year 1917 was a ter-
rible year for millions of the people of Ameriea and
Purope. It was during that year that the capitalists
—who own all of America that they believe to be
worth owning—mgde their fifties, hundreds, and
thousands of percent of profit.

A man may be suffering; a woman may be beg-
wing for bread; a child may be dying of exposure,
but those who have the means of relieving this mis-
ery are permitted by the present system of society
to hold onto their possessions till they can make 4
bhundred percent on their investment. And this is
called “good business.”

- duet that they create.
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The war years showed capita'®sm for what it is.
—a system that enables the rich to live off the poor
without rendering the poor a return in service. .The-
workel fabors and suffcrs, The owner of property
fattens on the first fruits of the earth,

Capitalism was not changed by the war, unless.
it was made more greedy and more powerful. When
the next war begins, the capitalists will profiteer-
exactly as they did in this war. Profit is the es-
sence of the capitalism system. Without profit, the-
system must cease to exist. The Repubican and’
Democratic parties stand for the system.

The Socialist Party demands that the profit sys--
tem be abolished. That can be done only as the-
workers gfdfin possession of the sources of wealth and
the machine by which they produce, and take for-
themselves for socicty the entire value of the pro-
The workers produce all of”
the wealth that is produced. They should have all’
of the wealth that their labor creates. When in--
dustry is organized on this socialized basis, there-
will be no profit and no profiteers.

Kate O’Hare Visits Debs

IN o visit full of dramatic incidents, Kate Rich-
ards OTlare visited Eugene V. Debs in the Fed-

- oral Penitentiary in Atlanta on July 2nd, to carry
to him the love of Socialists everywhere.

< 2y o>
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In a special message to his Comrades, Debs said
that while he deplored the recent differences be-
tween Socialist leaders, the rank and file is solidly
behin.d the Socialist party. “The Socialist party,”
he said in effect, “is the organization through which
they will win their freedom.”

Kate O'Hare was ushered into the prison; the
two comrades -met and embraced; Kate Richards
O’Hare recently freed from, the Federal Prison and
Eugene V. Debs in prison garb with nine years of
prison life before him, with both his hands stil
upon her shoulders, said, “How happy I am to see
you frce, Kate.” And then smilingly he added,
“Have you got used to being out yett”

‘They then sat down facing each other across.
the table. It was a sun-baked sfternoon and the-
rays of the sun £}tsred thror . the steel bars of
the visitors’ room of the Atianta Federal Peniten-
tiary and illumined the features of Debs. He smiled
a smile of joy to see his old friend free once again.

“Your coming here is like a new sunlight to me.
Tell me ahout your prison experiences,” said Debs.
She answered, < ’Gene, I am not thinking of myself,
but of little Mollie Steimer who now occuptes my
cell at Jefferson City and of her appalling sentence
of fifteen years. She is a nineteen year old little
girl, smaller in stature than my Kathleen, whose
sole erime is her love for the oppressed.”

Ag Debs listened to Kate relate the dramatic
tale of this little child, his glarses became tear-
stained and his face showed the emotion of his heart
when Kate asked him, “How long can you stand this:
imprisonment, 'Genet’ He replied, “I could stay
here indefinitely; ferever if necessary, as long as the
cause necds me.”

Then ’Qens told her of how a few copies of her
prison letters hed drifted into the Atlanta peniten-
tiary. *“You know, I think that tale of Dick play-
ing the eornet for you outside the prison walls was
one of the mast dramatic tales I ever read in al! -
literature.” The moment was ten~s, and for w vec-
ond si'ence reigned; and then . atc &'Hare, recal)-
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ing her son’s prison screnade, could hardly oontrol
he? mother emotions.

Then Kate opened her leather cardcase and
showed Debs her fumily group picture which she
had carricd with her during the fourteen months of
prison life. The sight of that picture had afforded
her much consolation through the hours of dreaded
prison silence and monctony.

“*’Qene, T shall present this to you with my auto-
graph.”

“This i8 very beautiful of you,” said Debs, “and
1 chsll treasure this photo all of my days,” and emil-
ingly he added, “I shall hand it down as ap heir-
Toom.”

Then they discussed the things closest to their
hearts, the work of freeing the hundreds of political
prisoners and the Socialist movement.

Kate said, “In my lecture tour across the coun-
try, I find w greater crystallized Socialist sentiment
than ever before. Great changes are imminent, and
we are about to reap what we have sown, and al-
though I find differences of opinion among the so-
called lezders of the movement, I find the rank and
file united.”

Then Debhs added what was really his message
to his comrades. “This is ro time for division. The
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rank and file will speak as they have never sgyoken
before. Altbougﬁ' come of my most dear frienda,
who are in the differert factions and parties, who I
know to be absolutely sincere, will some day reslize
that they are mistaken in their tactics, and they
will discover that the Socialist party is best adapted
for emsmecipating the American working claes.”

Kate O'Hare was accompaiied on this wisit by
Frank P. O'Hare, her husband, and attorney S. M.
Castleton of Atlanta.

The visit was sbout to come to an end, and
Debs said, “Tell the comrades that I am well and
my spirit is fincr than ever before.”

“Any special message, ’Genet”
O’'Hare. ‘

“You know what is in my heart, Kate,” he re-
nlied, “Yours ie the voice of the voiceless, and with
you out of pnson we know that the message wiﬂ be.
carried on.”

The gu'\rr! rose and twirled his ctub, and saxd .
“Time’s vp.”

With affeclionate but sad farewell they parted,
and ar Kate OTllare and the other comrades and
visitors left, the tall, bent figure of Bugene V. Debs
was lost in the file of the prisoners going to their.
mess,

asked Kate

'THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

By William M. Feigenbaum.

IFE rwsue of the Presidential campaign is the
League of Netions, take it from Woodrow
Wilsom. The President says that the election

will be in effect a referendum on that question.

The issue will be the League of Nations, take
#t from Hiram Jobnson and Philander Chase Knox
and the rest of the Republican leaders. Hiram was
80 anxious to make it the issue that the bosses of
hig party wrote the League issue into the platform,
to!d him that he had won enough, and then ditched
him as a candidate.

And you?! What do you think about the League
issue? When you are told that a shoddy suit of
clothes costs §45 to $60, do you reply, “Ah, yes!
America must keep her word and ratify the Cove-
nant of the League of Nations, or else the heart of
the world will crack.”

When you are told that sugar is 30 cents
a pound, that shoes are $10 to $15 a pair, that a
woman'’s suit, once worth $20 is now selling for $85,
that potatoes, rice, onions, bread, meat, rents, every-
thing is going up 50 percent, 100 percent, 300 per-
cent—do you comfort yourself with the sweetly sol-
emn thought that the people of this great nation will
riee up in their might and ratify the Covenant of
the Jeague of Nations? Or that the people of the
United States will rise up in their majesty and smite
that iniquitous document, and utterly destroy it?

Really—with the prices of everything rising as
they are, with the worry that everyone is feeling to-

day, over the very barest needs of life, how much
does aryone yow meet on the street, in the corner
grocery, in your shop or office or factory, care about
President Wilson’s League, or Senator Lodge's Re-
servations to it, or Hiram Johnson's complete con-
demnatiom of it? ‘

- In 1912, the Demcerats, now apologizing for
eight years of tenure of the national offices, chal-
denged the Republicans for control of the (Govern-
ment. The Republicans had been in complete con-

trol for sixteen years. They had had everything
their own way. And one of the principal indiot-
ments they leveled against their opponents was the
high cost of living.

In that year, Woodrow Wilson indicted Repub-
licans as follows:—

“We begin to perceive some things about the
movement of prices that concern us very deeply,
and fix our attention upon the tariff schedules with
a more definite determination than ever to get to
the bottcm of the matter. We have been Tooking
into it, at trials held under the Sherman Act and
in investigalions in the committee rooms of Con-
gress, where men who wanted to know the real facts
have been busy with inquiry; and we begin to see
very clearly what at least some of the methods are
bz which prices are fixed. We know that they are
not fixed by the competitions of the market, or by
the ancient law of supply and demand which is to
be found stated in all the primers of economics, but
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by private arrangements with regard to what the
supply shnuld be and agreements among the pro-
ducers themselves. Those who buy are not even
represented by counsel. The high cost of living is
arranged by private understanding.”

What is the cause of the Hizgh Cost of Living?

The Democrals knew; they had the answer pat.
It was as easy as roliing off a log. It was the tariff.
The Republicans had built a tariff wall around these
glorious United States; they had revised it upward;
they had continued to shove it up—and prices were
high. What could be easier?

o they put this in their platform:—"“The high
cost of living is a serious problem in every American
home. The Republican Party in s platform at-
tempts to escape the responsibility of present con-
ditions by denying that they are due 1o a protective
tariff. We take issue with them on this subject, and
charge that excessive prices result in a large meas-
ure frem the high tariff, laws enacted and main-
tained by the ’Repub'lcan ’Pa.rty, and from trusts
end commercial conspiracies fostered and en-
cdouraged by such laws, and we assert that no sub-
stantial relief can be secured for the people until
import duties of the necessaries of life are materially
reduced and these criminal conspiracies broken up.”

They amplify this in their Campaign Book of
1912, published by their National Committee. It
secems that cverythmo' the matter with America is
traceable to the high tariff. The Democrats very
properly pillory the Republicans for having won
the 1908 election with a promise to revise the tariff,
and then revised it upward, instead of down, as the
people were led to expect. The campaigm book goes
on to say:—

“An unanswerable story of the cause of the
High Cost of Living is the part played by protection
in rewarding labor . . . .*. The cost of labor today
s a small and constantly decreasing percent of the
value of protected products, . . . . ‘When the work-
er in steel and iron products is benefited one dollar’s
worth, the manufacturer is protected six dollar’s
worth, . . . . ”

“The protection to which Mr. Taft and his fol-
Yowing stand committed, and that Mr. Roosevelt and
his record have never assailed, is for privilege and
to errich an almost infinitesimal proportion of the
canstituent unites of the government.

_*““When the New Eng'and strikers were forced to
make protest against their wage schedules, it was
a holy erusade, based upon the sacred right to
live.

“Thre rewards that have come to the big indus
tries have accrued to the manufacturer, but never
touched his source of wealth, the laborer.”

In a letter to Congressman James B. Watson,
now Senator Watson, the same who was chairman
of the Clommittee on Resolutions at the recent Re-
publican funeral, President Roosevelt wrote (Aug.
18, 1906) “We stand unequivocally for a protective
tariff. and we feel that the phenomenal industrial
prosperity which we-are now enjoying is not_likely
to be jeopardized.”
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And the Democratic Campaign Book comments
as follows :—“During these years of ‘phénomenal in-
dustrial prospenty, the highly protected woolen
company was paying such wages that the Lawrence
strike for a chance to live was inevitable, and the
United States Steel corporation—a high tariff con-
cern—was working its employees at 12-hour shifts
and a 7-day week at unhuman and inhuman wages.”

A litle further on in the same campaigu book,
the Democratic National Committee quotes from the
hearing before a8 Congressional Committee that had
been forced by Congressman Victor L. Berger upon
the Democratic Congress against -its will, in order
to show that wages in this highly protected industry
were miserably and shamefully low.

The Democrats won that election, they elected
a President and both Houses of Congress; President
Wilson controlled his first congress with an iron
hand, and the Underwood tariff was substituted for
the Payne-Aldrich tariff. President Wilson gloried
in the fact that he earried out every platform pledge
made by his party, and one of the items that he
forced his- congress to put over was this mueh
heralded revised tarift.

And beginning in 1913, the year that the Un-
derwood tariff was enacted the phenomenal rise of
the cost of living begins.

At the same time the Republican Party was
fighting desperately for its life after sixteen years
of uninterrupted rule. The admimistrations of Me-
Kinley, Roosevelt and Taft, backed by Republican
majorities in both Houses of Congress and by a
friendly Supreme Court, made it possible for the
Republican Party to do exactly what it chose. There
was no one to stop it. In the Republican Campaign
Text Pook of 1912, issued by the Republican Na.-
tional Committee, there is a considerable seotion de-
voted to the advance in the cost of living. It will
be undexstood that these books are published by
the various parties to give their speakers and writ-
ers facts and arguments to protect their side.

For thirty ore closely printed pages of small
tvpe, the Republican Party endeavors to prove that
the rising cost of living has nothing to do with the
tariff; it shows the rapidly inereasing gold supply
of the country and of the world, and alleiges that
(quite properly) as a contributing cause to the cost
of living, and then it launches into a careful study
of the cost of living in practically every country of
the wor'd, and shows that in free trade countries and
where there is low tariff, or a tariff for revenue only,
prices are rising steadily, as well as in America.

Then. in order to show good faith, the platform
calls for “a prompt, scientific investigation” to see
if they can find out what the cause of high p.ices is,
and they promised action on the basis of such inves-
tigation!

The platform plank promises:—

“When the exact facts are known, i1t will take
the necessary steps to remove any abuses that may
be found to exist, in order that the cost of the food,
clothing and shelter of the people may in no way be
unduly or artificially increased.”
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In the same year likewise, Theodore Roosevelt
who had been President for eight years, and who
spoke that year for a very large part of the liberal
non-Socialist public; launched his Progressive Party,
and in the platform which he dictated, we find the
following :—"“The high cost of living is due partly to
worldwide and local causes, partly natural and part-
1y artificial causes, .

“To remedy these conditions requires the fullest
information and based on this information effective
government supervision and control to remove all
the artit'cial caiises. We pledge ourselves to such
full and immediate inquiry and to immediate action
+to deal with every need such inquiry discloses.”

And there you are!

The Republicans admitted in 1912 that the cost
of living was going up, and they said that if they
got four more years (after sixteen solid years of
power) they would “investigate.” The Proigressives
said that they would “investigate.” In the years
1912 to 1918, there was a large Republican miuority,
ard a Progressive rump in Congress. Since 1918,
there has been a Republican majority.

And what has been done toward that ‘“‘investi-
gation,” the only thing the G. O. P. could think of
in 1912¢

Tt s Porgotten.
in Congress ]

And the Democrats kept their word. They Tow-
ered the tanff. They had a chance to make good.
Their theory of the cause of the H. C. L. was put
to a perfect test.

And the result? The cost of living has been low-
ered since 1913, hasn't it!

It was in 1912 that Woodrow Wilson was élect-
ed, together with a Democratic House and Senate.
President Wilson long prided himself upon his ab-
solute loyalty to the letter of his platform—as
suffrage workers soon found out.

In accordance with the promise of the platform,
Congress met in special session in April, 1913, to
keep the promises made during the campaign. In
an unprecedented session, lasting into the reigular
session, and then into the 1914 Congressional cam-
paign without even a recess to permit Congressmen
to collect their mileage graft, the President drove
with an iron hand, and made the members perform.
Federal Reserve, tolls repeal, tariff—everything was
done relentlessly accordinje to the platform.

The tariff was revised downward. The party
crowed with delight. The one thing that caused
high prices (sec the platform plank of 1912) was
removed.

And since then, prices have been moving.

For example, here is ham, beloved of mankind.
In 1914, there was an increase in price of 1 per cent
(in spite of the lowered tariff) in the price of that
celebrated meat. Then came the war, and the price
began to go up, 16, 29,.68 and 96 per cent from 1913,
in spite of the lowered tariff.

There i3 four, chief ingredient of the staff of
The lowered tariff caused meither higher or

They never even proposed it

1ife.
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lower price in 1914, but the prices have gone up, 33
per cent, 73 per cent, 100 por cent, 106 per cent, and
142 per cent since the bdginning of the war, in spite
of the lowered tarifl, the thing that the Democrats
sald wou'd accomplish the end.

-‘Potatoes went up 27 per cent from 1912 o 1914,
and then its increase has been 60 per cent, 247 per
cent and 353 per cent, bringing us down to 1920.

These are staples, selected at random, the fig-
ures taken from the monthly Labor Review of the
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics, issue of
May, 1920,

There are 22 articles showing increases from
35 percent in seven years (tea) to sugar (246 per-
cent) and potatoes (353 percent). The 22 articles
were eombined and “weighted”—that is, each one
muitiplied by a figure that gives it its proper pro-
portion, so that canned salmon or ecrisco should not
outweigh rib roast or chuck steak. The weighted
averaige, then, shows that the 22 articles increased
2 percent from 1913 to 1914, and 1 percent to 1915,
10 percent, 36 percent, 568 percent, 80 percent and
106 percent to 1916, 1917, 1918, 1919 and 1920.

Lo+king at it from another angle, we find the
following: From January, 1913, to March, 1920,
farm products have gone up 139 percent; food has
gone up 146 percent, while cloth and clothing huve
gone up 256 percent. Fuel and lighting have in-
creased 92 peréent, and metals and metal products
have gone up the same percentage. Lumber and
building materials have \gone up 224 percent; and.
house furnishings have gone up 229 percent.

Altngether, adding a1l items that make up the
life of man, (leaving out amusements) we find that
since Jannary, 1913, when the Democrats began to
make motions in the air to cure the high cost of liv-
ing, the cost of the barest necessities of life has gone
up ONF IIN'NDRED AND FIFTY THHREE PER-
OCENT.

f.ot that sink in. In 1912, it was a grave pro-
blem. Tn seven-years, the Democrats have had com-
plete control, and in that period, the cost of living
has doubld, and then added half as much again.

War was declared in April, 1917; up to that
+ime, we were swamped with “prosperity.” War
conditions hegan to be manifest only since that date.
And up to April, 1917, after the Democrats had been
tinkering for four years, the cost of living was up
72 percent. .

Here are 14 citics, celected because they are
tvpieal of conditions everywhere in America, show-
ing the increase in the cost of living from December,
1914, to December, 1919,

———Increase Per Cent in

Fuel, Every-
City Food Cloth’g Hous’g Light thing
Portland, Me.....99% M48% 1% 70% 97
Beston ..... .... 8’1 192 12 63 92
New York... ...91 220 23 51 704
Philadelphia ......87 190 17 61 o8
Baltimore ........ 92 177 26 48 a8
Norfolk, Va....... 91 158 63 90 pliad



12 THE BOCTIALIST WORLD

Savannab, Ga..... 8¥ 196 2 9
Jacksonville, Fla..81 217 ™ 12
Mobile, Ala....... 98 124 30 % 95
Houston, Tex..... 97T 182 B 60 102
Chicdgo ......... 93 224 M 40 101
Detroit .......... 99 12 60 58 108
Cleveland, O...... 93 My 40 63 95
‘Buffalo .......... % 191 29 66 103

There arc variations from item to item, and
from city to city, of course. But the jgreat, thunder-
ing faet stands out that in five years, taking all
things together, food doubles in cost; clothing costs
from three to three and one half times as much as
five years ago, and that it costs twice as much to live
as it did five years ago.

And there is the indictment of Capitalism, and
of the parties of capitalism. Nothing could better
demonstrate their futility, the purility of their ef-
forts to accomplish anything, their sterility.

And novw, after seven and a half years of rule,
the Democra’s find themselves in the position of the
Republicans eight years ago when they were com-
‘pelled to find some apology for the people. In their
mlatform adopted at San Francisco, the Democrats
apparently forgetting that eight years before, it was
their fiction that the high cost of livinig was due
solely to the high tariff, this year proceeds to blame
the Republicans for it.

“The high cost of living,” the platform declares,
“&nd the depreciation of bond values in this .coun-
try are primsarily due to war itself. . . . . To pri-
vate extravagance . . . . . and in large degree to
conseiernceless profiteering.”

The manner of it is easy. The high cost of liv-
g being due to war conditions, requires only the
ending of war conditions to restore the cost of neces-
saries of life to their proper level. Now, it is mani-
fest to everyone that the United States is in a state
of war from which the recalcitrant Republican maj-
ority.in the Senate refuses to rescue us. As soon as
Senator Lodpe is prevailed upon to vote for the
-peace treaty, the state of war will cease, prices will
become normal, and everything will be serenely kap-
py- It is all so simple that it is simple minded.

That is practically all that the Democratic Par-
ty has to say for ite nearly eight years of steward-
ship with respect to the most pressing problem that
the American people are facing.
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And the Republicans? It is very easy for them.
They blame the Democratic administration, of
course, precisely as the Democrats blamed the Re-
publican administration eight years before. They
pledge their party to a “courageous and intelligent
deflation of their expanded credit, and a revision of
war imposed taxation.”

And there you are.

The old parties can do nothing except make
motions in the air. They can ask—they can argue—
they can pass futile laws.

But with the legal RIGHT to own the things
without which we cannot live, profiteers can con-
tinue to charge whatever prices-they want to—or
refuse to give us what we must have. And the law
protects them.

The Socialists deny fthe “right” of private in-
dividuals to do this. That i8 why the Socialists
alone of all people will be able to deal with the ques-
tion, because no one but the Socialists have the
vision, have the philosophy, have the program—and
the people back of that program—to put the only
cffective stop to gouging the people.

Socialists, in power, will insist upon PRODUC-
TION OF THE NECBESSARIES OF LIFE FOR USE
AND NOT FOR PROFIT; Socialists out of power
will drive home that lesson, until the people will see
that there is but one way out of the mess today, that
is, through the Socialist Party.

The old parties feed us League of Nations, to
keep us guarreling over things that don’t matter.

There is no party for the workers but the So-
cialist Party.

NOTE:—At the time of the writing of this articie
there was available the May, 1520, Bulletin of the Bureau
of Labor Statistics, Department of Labor, and the figures
in the article are largely based upon the statistics givex
in that Bulletin.

After the article was set in type but just before going
to press, the June, 1920 Bulletin came to the BExitor's desk
bringing tus figures down to April, 1920, showing a still
further incrcase in the cost of living.

It is impossible in a short footnote to give the full
details of the additional increase fn the cost of living from
March to April. It is noteworthy, however, that the cost
of living is still steadily rising, and the figure of 153 per-
cent increasg from January, 1913, to March, 1920, will have
to be increcased by 12 percent. The latest figures I have
thus shaw that the total cost of living has gone up 165 per-
cent iz a period of seven years and four moaths. This
figure is a weighted average taking into consideration the
‘whole range of human needs, and is as representative a
figure as it is possfble to get.

Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.

MONG the rights guaranteed to us in the
Declaration of Independence are life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness. In the same

Declaration we read that “to secure these rights gov-
ernments are instituted amonig men” and that these
governments may be altered or even abolished when
they become destructive of life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness and snch new governments insti-
tuted as shall seem to the people “most likely to
offect their safety and happiness.”

These ave fundamental Afnerican principles.

The Socialists are in hearty accord with the
declaration that the true object of government is
to insure life, liberty and the pursuit of happinese
for all of the people and they ask you to'judge ac-
cordingly the kind of administration of govern-
ment the old political parties have given us.

Do the great masses of the people of our coun-
try today enjoy life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness? What do we understand by these terma?__
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The right of the people to live is more than the
right to just exist. By the right to life Socialists
anderstand the right to have the means of sustain-
ing life on & modern, civilized level.

Lsberty means more than @ condition outeide of
jeil.  Socialists understand by it actual political
and economie independence, the equal freedom of
all i so far as that is compatible with the existence
of organized society.

By the right to the pursuit of happiness So-
eialists mean the econcrete right of every man,
woman and child to air, sunshine, to amusement, to
education, to the enjoyment of the achievements of
art and sciencr—in a word, to the blessings of mod-
ern civi'ization. Socialists understand by this right
the opportunity to enjoy life as fully as do the
privileged few.

These rights are not emjoyed by the great
maskes of the people. Yet in.every advanced coun-
try today it is possible with the present state of in-
dustrial development to assure the physical, mental
and moral well being of all. It is easily possible in
the United States today to properly feed, clothe,
house and educate each and every person. This is
not being done, however.

The country is great and powerfful. The land
i abundant and fertile. There is almost dnex-
haustible wealth of metals, minerals and forests.
There are ports, waterways, nailroads—achieve-
ments of art and science too numerous to mention.
‘We have an alert, active and capable population
ready, eager and willing to lend a hand in the pro-
duction of the necessaries of life. Our productivity
since the days of our forefathers has increased tre-
mendously—in some instances one hundred fold
‘Why then should there be slums in our cities, un-
derfeeding of children and appalling child mortali-
ty? Why should there be general want and fierce
struggles for existence?

It is because the country’s vast natural resour-
ces and marvelous machinery of production and
distribution do not belong to all of the people, but
to a few incredibly powerful capitalist groups.
They say 'to the people about the means of life of
the nation: “This is ours. The sources <f life are
not meant for the people to use but for us to turn
into franchises, to capitalize into stocks end bonds,
to coin into fabulous private fortunes.”

Thbe wealth of the nation, produced by many
generations, and which should be the heritage of
all, is owned by a powerful minority ; comparatively
speaking, a handful of the people, who hold it
ggainst the rest of the people of the country.

This owning class is the ruling class of the
nation.

Notwithstanding the great majority of the peo-
ple, the workers stand ready to apply their labor
power to provide the nation with the means of life,
they cannot do this without first having access to
the land ard the implements df labor. Thoze who
own the land and the implements of labor-—the cap-
#talist class—stand between the workers and the op-
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portunity to -work and they say: “Hold on. This
i ours, the land and the fulness thereof; the land
and all above it and below it in ours, and if you
want {o eat, to live, to work, you must first secure
our permission. This we will not give youw rnless
you first agree to pay us tribute, to turn over to us
as our persoral private profit a substantial portion
of the produet of your toil.”

The great masses of the people submit to this
small class of industrial autocrats.” When it does
not pay these autocrats to continue the industries
of the country they are not responsible to anybody
to do so. They shut their factories, their mills, their
mines, throwing millions out of employment and
causing the direst poverty, because it suits their
business ends. We call this condition a erisis.
Against this industrial autocracy the people are
powerless, but only so long uk the few privately own
those things without which the many cannot Iive.

It is this fundamental condition—the owner-
ship by the few of the means of life of the. many—-
that is responsible for the existence of our social
ills, and which breeds millionaires and multi-mi -
lionaires on the one hand and poverty and the des-
perate struggle for existence on the other.

It is this fundamental condition—the ownership
by the few of the means of life of the many—which
divides society into hostile economic and soeial
classes whose conflicting interests find expression in
atrikes, lockouts, blacklists, injunctions and all the
social disturbances of modern industrial warfare.

Wor these grave evils the old political parties—
the Republicans and Democrats—have no remedy.
In fact, these parties are practically owned and con-
trolled by the great capitalist groups of the nation
whose bidding they do. To protect their interests
and maintain their supremacy the capitalists own-
ers of the nation’s wealth are in politics and the
dominant political parties are their subservient
tools.

For the workers to look to these - parties to
solve the problems for which their masters are re-
sponsible is worse than futile.

The remedy the Socialists propose is that the
people shall own and control the basis of their
existence. The Socialists demand the cocialization
of the natural resources and the great industries of
the nation. They say it is utterly wrong that the
great social furctions of clothing, feeding and shel-
tering the pcople should be carried on by the cap-
italists—the profitcers—primarily in their own self-
ish, private interests. The life sustaining agencies
of the nation should be taken out of the hands of
private capitalists whose primary interest in them
is profit making, regardless of the consequences for
the great masses, and turned over to the people,-to
pociety, to be organized on the basis ¢f collective
ownership and democratic control for the service
of all instead of for the profits of tne few.

This is the objective of the Socialist party.
There i8 no other way out.
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"So lor.g as the few own the means of life of the
many the corditions against which the great masses
of the people cry out will obtain. It isi the system
which is at fault and which must be radically al-
tered because it is destructive of life, liberty and
happiness for the masses of the people.

Wherever. the few have owned the means of
life of the many they have ruled the many, economi-
cally and politically. Ownership of land and tools
of production and distribution, in short, of nature
and the instrumentalities for its exploitation, has
always been the basis of the economic and political
supremacy of the ruling classes. Those who did not
own were consequently dependent and subjugated.
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Life, Liberty and happiness will never be en--
joyed by all of the people until they own and con--
trol by and for themselves the sources of wealth,
land, the mills, mines, factories, railvoads, tele-
graphs, telephones, steamship lines and all the oth-
er socially necessary implements of labor.

To convert thése into social property, to turn.
them over to all of the people, is the obejetive of’
the Socialist movement.

The Socialist party is organized to accomplish.
this task and it calls upon the people of the United
States to join its ranks and co-operate in the achieve-
ment of this great purpose.

A Letter That Wasn’t Sent

(This is a letter .that might have been sent to
President Wilson—but that - wasn’t because the
writer thereof, while not necessarily parsimonious,
nevertheless shrank from the utter waste of a 2-cent
stamp, sensing what reception the letter would get.)
Dear Mr. President:

N your recent interview with Mr. Louis Seibold

of the New York World, you were quoted as hav-
ing said:
the power given the government during the war has
ever been used unjustly against the people; that a
single citizen has been unwarrantably punished for
any act of aggression or disloyalty against the na-
tion; that. any man has been punished for express-
ing his opinion. T have read charges to the con-
trary, but in each instance I have had the matter
thoroughly looked into, and I am in a position to
contest the accuracy of any statement that the
rights of a single citizen have been unjustly in-
vaded.”

I presume that you have been correctly quoted.
It is to be assumed that an interview such as the
one you gave Mr. Seibold, and that was carried over
the wires to the entire press of the country, is prae-
tically a formal statement from you on the issues
of the day, and it is hardly to be expected that Mxr.
8eibold would have given it out to the press with-
out careful scrutiny by you, and possible revision.
It is for these reasons that in discussing the issues
of the day, this interview is quite properly taken
as an authorized statement by the President.

I lfkewise assume that although you are quoted
as “defying” Republicans, to prove .something or
other, one need mnot qualify as a member of that
party to call some of your statements into question.

The first case that comes to the mind of one of
whom it is gererally believed that he is bemg pun-
ished for the expression of his opinions, is that of
Mr. Eugeuve V. Debs. Mr. Debs, a labor ovg;a.mzer,
orator and writer of mternatwnal reputation, is in
prison today because of a speech that he made in
Canton, Chio, June 18th, 1918. In that speech, Mr.
Debs denonnced with all ks vigor, the

—*] defy the Republicans to prove that-

then in power in Germany, and called for its over-
throw. He did say, however, that as a Socialist, he

- wan opposed to waging war against the German peo--

ple, and therefore stood with Socialists everywhere-
in hoping that the German people would overthrow
their own rulers. Indeed, his address is reminiscent
-of your own address calling for war with the Im-
perial German Government, in which you say, “We-
have no quarrel with the German people.”

In your investigations, did you have the indiet-
ment against Debs read, and then the speech that
he made? Dr. Debs said that he was against war as.
an institution, and that he would continue to oppose
war, “even if T stccd alone.” He is in prison. Is it
because of an expression of opinion, or not?

The case of Kate Richards O’Hare likewise:
comes to the mind. Mrs. O’Hare was sent to prison
for five years as a result of an address delivered
three years ago. It is universaily admitted.that her
conviction was the result of a “frame-up,” and that
she was the innocent bystander in a political feud
in which she had no interest. Even if everything
alleged against her was true—and there is not a
shred of evidence to indicate that fact—all she
would have been guilty of would seem to be unbe-
lievable coarseness of language. And peop'e are
not sent to prison for five years under a war time:
Espionage Act for coarseness in language. Finally,
when the facts in her case came to be known, the
Administration gave her, not a pardon and an apoi-
ogy—as was due her—but a grudging commutation
of sentence, releasing her without even a restora-
tion of her citizenship.

If you have had this case investigated, and you
find that Mrs. O’Hare has NOT been punished for
the holding of nnpopular opinions, it would certain-
ly appear that the people are kept in the dark as to
the proof of the fact that she has been justly pun-
ished.

There is likewise the case of four Socialists in
Syracuse, New York, who were sentenced to eight-
een months in prison under the Eapionage Act. Thé
Soci#list Party had arranged a number of mass
meetings, ealling for the release of what have come
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to be known as political prisoners. Throwaway
cards had been printed, advertising the meeting in
Syracuse. On these cards were pictures of the mis-
treatment of so-called conscientious objectors in
prison. The men distributing the cards were ar-
rested for violating the Espionage Act, thirteen
months after “the war thus came to an end.” In
their .defensc, it was alleged that the mistreatment
of the “C. O's” could be easily proven. I was al-
leged that there were affidavits in existence from
people who had been mistreated in prison in the
way indicated on the cards, and who were eager to
go on the stand to testify to that effect.

But it was ruled that the Uinited States was still
at war (December, 1919!) and that those cards, al-
thouch they might tell the truth, tended to insub-
ordination and mutiny in the ranks of the army.
The men were thereupon sentenced to prison for
eighteen months each.

If that case has been investigated, the people
have not as yet heard the results of the investiga-
tion.

There is likewise the case of Clinton H. Pierce
and three other Socialists of Albany, New York.
These men distributed “The Price We Pay” in the
eourse of their activity a= members of their political
party. They felt that t..re might be some objec-
tion to the leaflel, and they waited until the Federal
courts had passed upon its legality. When Federal
Judge Rose at Baltimore declared that there was
nothing in violation of the law in the leaflet, the
four Albany men undertook to distribute it—and
not till then.

They were sentenced to prison under the Es-
pionage Act for that “offense” only a few days ago,
eighteen months after “the war thus came to an
end.”

The citizens of America would be happy to hear
your successful contesting of the accuracy of the
statement that “the rights of” these eitizens “have
been unjustly invaded.”

The coal miners went on strike in October, 1319,
eleven mnnths after the dismantling of the war ma-
ehire becan; cleven months after the men began
to come home from France. Mr. McAdoo showed,
by figures made public at that time, that the de-
mands of coal miners at that time for better wages,
without an increace in the price of coal, was an emi-
nently just demand; that not to grant that increase
would be hideously unjust. And yet, a Federal
judce, actinly on the flimsy theory that the war was
#till on, iscsued an injunction, hoping to halt the
strike, while no action was taken against the coal
barons, making up to 3000 percent profit per year,
who made the strike necessary by their swinish
avarice.

There is likewire the activity of the Depart-
ment of Jusiice, under Attorney General A. Mitchell
Palmer, is the course of whish many well authen-

instances of illegal arrest, brutal slugging

quently, serious injury; detention without

and illegal deportation. The charges of
aiites of exminent lawyera, headed by -
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riah Chaffee of the Harvard Law School and Pro-
fessor Felix Frankfurter, formerly a member of
your administration, certainly must have been tho-
roughly investigated. If they have, do you “con-
test the accuracy” of the statements? And if so,
where has the refutation of the charges been
printed?

There are likewise, the chariges made by Mr.
William Hard in an article in the Metropolitan Ma-
guzine for Aprii, entitled “The Toy Tyrants,” in
which serious statements are made against Mr. Palm-
er and other officials, as to the conduct of the De-
partment of Justice towards citizens.

There is further, the Post Office Department,
that under the hollow pretense that the war is still
going on, continucs t; exelude from the mails scores,
if not hundreds, of political newspapers, and the
Postmaster General asserts that no one can restore
their rights excepting himself.

Here are recited a sufficient number of instanecs,
generally believed in by the people, where there IS
injustice; where citizens are actually punished for
their political opinions, and where the war time
rowers of the government are used against the best
interests of the peop'e. Tf these charges are true,
steps should he taken immediately to remedy them.

If they are not true, your thorough examina-
tion and its results should be published without
delay. Fraternally yours,

A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

FOR THE CAMPAIGN

9 New Four Page Leaflels :

In lots of 5,000 or more—

per 1000
100 1,000 1,000
1. Nationai Party Platform 1920...,. $ 40 $3.00 $2.50
2. Declaration of Principles.......... 40 300 3%0
3. Profitzering L.....c.ocvviinnnn.... 40 300 250
4. 3C0% Americanism................ 40 300 250
5. Politics and Prices................ 40 300 350
6. Sociallsm ........................ 40 3.00 250
7. Debs, Voice of Labor.............. 40 3.00 3250
8 Imperialism ........ ..ccocnv.... 40 3.00 250
9. Life, Liberty and the Pursult of Happiness

Order of- THE SOCIALIST PARTY,

220 South Ashland Boulevard, Chicago, M1,

TWO NEW BOOKS

By SCOTT NEARING

N

“THE NEW SLAVERY"............. 15¢; $10.00 per 100
“A NATION DIVIDED".... .v.uven.. 10¢c; 7.00 par 100

The millions who were fooled by the Champioda of the
New Freeom and voted for him for keeping us out of
war, should read these books.

Whatever Scnit Nearing writes 18 worth whila. Locals
and Branches should order 100 of each at once.

Make all remittancas payable to the

. OFFICE SOCIALIST PARTY,
‘sufevard, Chicaso, 1.



National Executive Committee
===Plans For Campaign=——==

! Plans for a thorough-going canvass
of tho country for the Soclalist Party
and for a wide extension of Soclalist
Party activities were perfected at the
mweeting of the National Executive
Committes of the Soclalist party at
Detroit, Michigan, July 10, 11, 12 and
13.

. An attempt will be made to organ-
13¢ an American Socilalist Iabor Mis-
sion to Russia; delegations to visit the
lease of Bugeme V. Debs and all
other political prisoners; the Detroit
Socialist mavement was given a
healthy boost, and various other fm-
portant things toold place in additlon
to the routine business of the Com-
mitbee’s meeoting.

Various committee members report-
ed almost mmsuperable obstacles to
Soclalist organization and reorganiza-
tion worl., George E. Roewer of Bos-
ton, “one of the commdittee meombers,
reported on the worla of reorganizing
the party in Maime. He told of sev-
eral iImstances with which he was per-
sonally familiar, where agents of we
Department of justice called Incal So-
elalists on the carpet and warned
them pot to reorgasize the Sociallst
Party. The gist of the threat was
this: that the Socialist Party had
been practically destroyed; that the
Communist Parties had been stampea
ouwt by the Gavernment, and that the
Department of Justice, fully aware of
the attempt to place the Socialist
Party on its feet, warned these indi-
«iduals that they had better nnot try it.

Roewer likewise reported that many
workers were being fired from their
fahs because of Soclalist activity, and
that in several Instances, ministers
were removed from their pulpits be-
eause of their known Socialist sym-
pathies. In spite of this opposition,
bowever, the work of reorganizing the
Party under the direction of Ernest
M. W. Smith, a former minister, is
progressing satisfactorily. He has re-
organized locals in Bangor, Water-
ville, Lubeck, Anson, Madison, Lewis-
ton, Portland, Auburn, Brewer and
Vath. Roewer said ‘that Dr. Walz of
Bangor, and C. H. Selliger, two minis
ters who had been expelled from their
pulpits, were anxious to ald in the re-
organization work of the mparty.
Roewer made his report on Saturday
raorning. The Associated Press car-
ried an account of it in the Sunday
mewsgpapers, and on Sunday morning
the offices of the Department of Jus-
tice In Portland denied Roewer’s alle-
gatione. When confronted with the
denial of the Portland officials, how-
ever, Roewer reiterated his statement,
and sald that he had the names of
the Socizlists that had been intimi-
dated and that for obvious reasons he

could not make them public.
This report was typical of the emn-

‘tire work of the committec—almost

fosuperable obstacles orvercome by e
dogged determination to win out for
Socialism,

The National Executive Committes
selected Wm. H. Henry, late organ-
izer of the party in Bronx Borough,
N. Y., and formerly State Secretary
of the Party in Indiana, to make .the
transcontinental tour mapped out for
Seymour Stedman, a week in advance
of the Vice-Presidential entourage.
Henry will speak in all the localities
to be visited by Stedman in addition
to perfecting all arrangements for the
great meetings. Eugene Wood, one
of the best lmown Sociallst writers
and speakers of the country, will ac-
company Stedman, taking care of the
management of the meetings, and
delivering short talks in every place.

The Executlve Secretary reported
to the committee that in spite of the
precarfous oomdition of the finamces
of the Party and the White Terror
that makes it difficult, even imipossi-
ble, to hold meatings in many places,
that party actlvity {8 growing every-
whare; that there is hardly a section
of the country that has not at least
the nucleus of an crganization, and

that a large number of speakers are.

either out now, or will shortly be out
under National Party auspices. It
was reported that Scott Nearing,
Jacob Panken, Daniel W. Hoan, Mayor
of Milwaukee, Victor Berger, Bdmund
T. Melms, Morris Hillquit, James
Oneal, Oscar Ameringer, voth Kate
and Frank O'Hare, and many others
will cover from two or three meetings
to extended tours.

It was woted to raise a Campaign
Fund of $100,000.00, and it was de-
cided that every party member owes
the organfzation at least $5.00 towards
this fund. An attempt will be made
to get a fund much larger than the
minimum set in order that the leaf-
lets to be turmed out and the speakers
to be toured, may exceed even the
present comprehensive plans.

The Secretary was Instructed to
communicate with radical labor or-
ganizations and arrange for an Amer-
fcan Socialist and Labor Mission to
visit Soviet Russia and to report back
actual conditions In that country to
the American working class. The
committee selected James Omneal, Al
gernon Lee, Jos. E. Cohen and Alex-
ander Trachtenberg as the Soclalist
wembers on such mission. -

It was voted that a nation-wide
drive should he made for the release
of Bugene V. Debs oo Ssptember Tth,

the second anniversary of the day of
his convictton. On that day there will
be tremendous meetings all aver the
o¥mtry addressed by the best ‘speak-
ers, the meetinga alt to be under the
direction of the National Office of the
party.

Secretary Branstetter reported that
he had written to Joseph P. Tumulty,
Secretary. to Presldent Wilson, om
June 18th reminding him of his prom
ise to the comunittee of the Socialist
Convention on May 15th, that he
would call the matter of amnesty for
Debs and all other political prisoners
to the attention of the President im-
mediately. There had been no repiy
to the letter except an acknowledg-
ment and a statement that the letter
would be called to the attention of
the President, The National Execut-
ive Committee thereupon selected a
committee consisting of George E.
Roewer, Chairman; Morris Hillquit
and James Oneal to call upon the
President and to make the demand
that he give some answer on the ques
tion of amnesty for political prisoners.
At the same time it was decided that
a delegation from labor organizations
be selected to go with the Socialtst
Party committee. This delegation
will be arranged for at once.

Five million leaflets have already
been prepared for distribution it was
reported, and many millions more
will be distributed as socmr as possi-
ble. A campaign pamphlet by Irwin
St. John Tucker s already on the
press, and another wiil shortly go to
press. The 1920 Campaign Book, en-
titled “A Political Guide for the Work-
ers” has been prepared by a commit-
tee of the National Office, and it will
shortly go to press. It will be a splen-
did assemblying of facts, statistics and
arguments for the Socialist Party po-
sition. The committee voted that this
volume, which will be sold for 50c,
will be given free as a premium to
enyone who sends in a campaign sub-
scription list of $10.00 or more.

Two resolutions were adopted, one
a call to action, 'and the other on the

_Polish-Russian War showing the in-

domitable spirit of our party.

The cominittee meeting was the oc-
casion “or a great and enthusiastic
mass meeting in Arena Gardemns, one
of Detroit’s largest halls, at which a
collection of more than $1200.00 was
taken to aid in the 1920 Debs Cam-
paign. At the same tlme, the com~
mitteemen addressed eight large
atreet meetings.

It is the opinion of everyone that
this meeting of the National Executive
Committee moved the Soctalist Party
work forward tremendously.
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