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Dictatorship and the International
By Morris Hillquit.

The subject of the International Relations of the So-
cialist Party being under discussion at the New York Con-
vention of the Socialist Party, the report of the Committee
on International Relations, Morris Hiliquit, Chairman, was
read by the reading clerk.

Upon the-conclusion of the reading of the report, Mor-
ris Hillquit said:—

Comrades, I believe that in taking up this prob-
lem we have reached probably the most important
part of our deliberations. At this time there is no
more importaat
task for the So-
cialists of the
world than to
find a proper
basis -of Interna-
tional organiza-
tion. ‘

Unfortunate-
ly we are not au-
thoritatively in-
formed about
conditions of the
Socialist move-
ment in Europe.
During the war
and for a tonsid-
erable time after
it, our country
was so tightly
shut up from the
rest of the world that we had little if any informa-
tion on the subject of the Socia'ist movement abroad.
At this time- information is beginning to reach us
in more or less fragmentary form from time to time.
We still do not know all of the facts. Furthermore,
the conditions abroad are so unstable that what may
hold true for today may not be true the next day.

From the best source of information obtainable
the situation seems to be this:

In the first place the old International is dis-
rupted. The old International of Socialism was an
qroanization composed of practically all Socialist

Morris Hillquit.

organizations of any standing ihroughout the world.
1 think it was the most compact, and most organ-
ically connected international organization in the
world. The Socialist Parties, even of contending
and confl.cting tendencies in the different countries
all belonged to the same International.

With the outbreak of the war and the acute
differences arising on the question of the proper
Socia'ist attitude towards it, the International was
split wide open, and th.s is the present situation.

Of whatever remains of the old International,
the so-called Second International, is no doubt still
numerically the strongest. It includes the Majority
Kocialist party of Germany, with.its large follow-
ing, and at least for the time being, the Labor Party
of Great Britain, with its mi'lions of members. It
includes the Soc.al Democratic Party of Austria and
the Socialist [Parties of Czecho-Siovakia, Poland,
Finland, Belgium, Holland, Sweden, and a number
of smaller countries.

The Third International so-called, that is the

Moscow International, represents, as we have char-

acterized it in our report, a nucleus but no more
than that of a new International. It was organized
originally by the Communist Party of Russia, with
the co-operation of similar parties in some former
territories of Russia that have since gained their in-
dependence, a few small communist parties in neigh-
boring countries, while some representatives of for-
eign countries attended the Congress without au-
thority from their organizations.

Since that time several Socialist parties of west-
ern Europe and then our party have declared their
intention to affiliate with the Third International.
The former include the Socialist parties of Norway,
Switzerland- and Ita'y.

As far as I know these parties have so far Mad
no opportunity to participate in any of its delibera-
tions. We are in the same position.

After our action on the subject however, sev-
eral events have ocenrred whieh are, of great im-
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HE August issue of The Social’st World finds

the world on the brink of a precipice. For a

few days it appeared as if ail the worid was about
to biaze ont again nto wartare,

But tae laboring masses of England and Ger-
many and »rance and Poland and Italy have
learned toeir lesson. Six years ago, they opposed
the oncoming war. They held tneir protest meet-
ings. ‘I'ney vowed their solidarity with tne work-
ers of every other country.

But they were beaten. Capitalism was too
ltrong for them, and the insidious poison of vuigar
jingo."patriotism.” And they coulapsed. They fell
into line, mouthing over and over the cheap little
war-cr.es of their masters,

Now six years have gone by, the most potent
six years in all history. Those six years have taught
much. They have taught the workers the value of
the spoken word of their masters. They have ac-
customed the workers to warfare-——and many reason,
if for the imperialist designs of the masters, WHY
NOT FOR OURSELVES?

And so the enemies of freedom have lost. Labor
told them that there must be no war. Labor said
that war on Social'st Russia meant Revolution at
bome. And there was no war on Socialist Russia!

It is a revolution! It is THE Revolution! It is
the beginning of the time when the workers all,
everywhere, will dictate the kind of a world in
which the workers shall work and struggle and
suffer—and live.

The glorious stand of the workers of Europe
bas given heart and hope to workers everywhere.
It shows what can be done—it shows what will be
done—when the people everywhere learn their iden-
tity of interest with each other.

* % @®

The Polish adventure has ¢ome very appro-
priately inthe midst of a presidential campaign. It
is good campaign material for the Socialists. It is
a fine object lesson. And it is & warning.

And the Socialists of America, hampered and
all but hamstrung by persecution and terrorism and
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ignorance and prefudice, are going forward with
the Message of Socialism everywhere, heartened and
encouraged by events everywhere,

Wite limited funds, short handed, with savage
laws in many states, making it a penal offense to
carry on Socialist work, the work goes on, nevér-
theless.

Bometimes it seems as if the best argument for
Socialism is the character and the loyalty of its ad-
herents.

DICTATORSHIP AND THE INTERNATIONAL

Conduued fruus fitss puge
portance as bearing on the condition of the Social-
ist International.

In the first place the Independent Nocialist
Party of Germany has adopted a resolution to the
effect that it would initiate a movement to bring to-
gether all Socialists that had remained true to So-
cialism during the war and after the war, in one la-
ternat.onal, to co-operate with the Moscow Inter-
national, with the further proviso that if such union
cannot be brought about in conjunction with the
parties of other countries, the Independent Social-
ists of Germany would join the Third International
anyhow. The leaders of the German Independents
made it clear, however, that they meant a Un.on not
on the basis of the program of the Third Interna-
tional adopted in Moscow, but upon a common pro-
gram, acceptable to all parties, inc'uding the Ia-
dependent Socialists of Germany, the Socialist Party
of France under the leadership of Longuet and oth-
ers. The Independent Labour Party of England has
recently taken a somewhat simi.ar stand. The Labor
Party which is the larger organization of the trade
union, still stands by the Secgnd International, with
every indication, however, that they likewise may
sever their relations with it in the near future.

That is the physical line up. Now, as to the
moral side.

The Second International is the International
of that wing of Soc’alism, which we bave come to
style “social patriotic,” composed of those who had
unconditionaliy supported the government during
the war and who after the war in a majority of
cases are co-operating with the middle classes in the
government, e.ther as in Germany, where the Cab-
inet consists of iSocialists and nonSocialists, or as

‘in Sweden, where the Cabinet is purely Socialist—

under a somewhat “bourgeois” King.

So far as the th'rd group is concerned, the un-
affiliated group comprising the Socia'ist Party of
France under Longuet’s leadership, the Independent
Labour Party of England and the Independent So-
cialists of Germany, they come, I should say, as
close to the position of our own Party in this coun-
try as any Social'st parties abroad.

And now, comrades, it is very important for
the understanding of our position by our own com-
rades as well as on the outside, that we draw a
clear and distinct line between our relations te
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Soviet Russia and our relations to the Third or
Moscow International.

We have always supported the Soviet Qovern-
ment of Russia. 'We support it today. Our sym-
pathies are absolute'y with it. I hope they will
‘always remain so. Because no matter whether that
Government styles itself aptly or inaptly, it is the
government of the working class of Russia. It is'a
Government which strives to abolish every remnant
of capitalism and for that reason is being persecuted
by every imperialistic and reactionary power on the
face of the globe. The reasons that impel our Gov-
ernment in Washington, the Governments of Great
Britain, and of France to make war upon Russia,
are exactly the same reasons that impel us, as So-
cialists, as working class representatives, to sup-
port iSoviet Russia.in 8'l of its struggles.

But that does not mean, Comrades, that we ab-
-d.cate our own reason, forget the circumstances sur-
rounding us, and blindiy accept every forinula,
every-dogma coming from Soviet Russia as holy, as
a Papal decrece. By no means. It also does not
mean that because we support the struggles of the
working class in Russia, we accept for this country
or for any other country, the special institutions
and forms into which these struggles have been
moulded by the historical conditions of Russia.

After we had declared our intention to join
the Third or Moscow International, a manifesto was
published, signed by the Pres.dent of the Executive
Committee, dated Sept. 1st, 1919. The Manifesto
deals with the relation of the International to na-
t:onal Socialist organizations, and among other
things states that in France, America, England and
Germany the revolutionary elements are adhering
to the Communist movement often by co-operating
with the anarcho-syndicalist groups, and the groups
that now and then simply call themselves anarchist-
ic. The Executive Committee of the Communist
Party we'comes this most heartily; and another
reference is to our own I. W. W, which is supposed
to lead the movement or the fight for soviets in the
United States. It then proclaims that “the universai
unifying program is at the present moment the re-
cognition of the struggle for the distatorship of the
proletariat in the form of soviet power”; that “his-
tory has drawn the line between the revolutiouary
proletariat and- the opportunist and between the
Communist and the Socialist traitors of every
brand”; Kautsky in Germany, Tonguet in Frauce,
the Independent Labour Party as a whole and your
humble servant in America &re mentioned as such
traitors “because they do not wish to lead the strug-
gle for the soviet power of the [proletariat.”

Now, comrades, with a'l my cordial sympathy
for the Russian Soviet Government, I say, if I con-
sidered this document authentic, final and authorita-
tive, I could, speaking for myself, see no possible
way to honestly remain in a Party which aceepts
this as a vniversal program. I will say, however,
143 rot attach as much importance te this docn-
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wment as its authors may think it is entitled to. 1
know how such documents are drafted. 1 believe
tbat the cooler heads wn the Moscow International
would repudiate it if it came to 8 question of actual
application. At least I am inclined to think so. I
bave no authority for any such statemeat.

Now, why do I think we could not stand on this
platform and adopt the formula of the dictatorshi)
of the proletariat in the form of Soviet Power!
DBecause as a concrete proposition the statement is
not only meaningless but misleading, and as applied
to conditions here, it would be anti-Socialist and
anti-Revolutionary.

Tke phrase “dictatorship of the pro'etariat” was
first ¢owned by Karl Marx, in 1875, when he wrote a
letter in criticism of the Gotha program. Speaking
of the period of “transformation” he asserted that
the State during that period “couid be nothing else
than the revolutionary d.ctatorship of the prole-
tariat.” Later Engels referred to the Paris Com-
mune as a practical example of such “dictatorship.”

Now, what was the Paris Commune? The Paris
Commune was a body elected on the principle of
nniversal suffrage, a parliament of Paris, wh.ch did
not exclude any class from voting and consisted of
Socia'ists of all shades and even non-Socialists.

What Marx and Engeis evidently considered a3
Dictatorship of the [Proletar.at was evidently the
political, even parliamentary majority rule cof the
Proletariat, and I will say in all kindness to our
comrades in Russia that they do not have a dictator-
ship of the proletariat. The Soviet Government is
neither a dictatorship nor a rule of pro'etariat. It
does not make it any less dear to me. But when
we speak of dictatorship we can mean only one
thing, an irresponsible rule of an irresponsible ruler;
otherwise it is not a dictatorship.

Russia has a perfectly responsible government.
Lenin is not a dictator and Trotzky is not a dicta-
tor. They have been elected to their positions, they
have ‘not proclrimed themselves in power. They
can be recalled tomorrow. They can be recal'ed by
the Executive Committee of the All Russian Soviet;
they can be recailed by the All Russian Soviet; they
can be recalled in numerous other ways. There is
not an institution or official in Russia that is not
subject to recall, or dependent on jpopular support.
Why call it a dictatorship? It is not a dictatorship.
It is a somewhat limited demecracy. It is a demoec-
racy which excludes from its ranks nonproducing
classes, just as the democracy in the United [States
at one time excluded non-propertied classes. Whe-
ther such I'mitation upon the suffrage is necessary
or not in Russia, I am not going to pass upon, be-
cause I don’t know. But it is not a dictatorship.
Nor is it & rule of the jproletariat; the term “prole.
tariat” has a defin'te meaning. It means an indus-
trial worker,’ who does not own his instruments of
production. The rule of Russia is the rule of the
workers and neasants, with the peasants in the over-
‘whelming majority.
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Now, Comrades, I don’t care what the exact and
technical form of the Soviet Government is. It is a
government of the working people of Russia, and
these are always entitled to the support of our party
and every true revolutionary organization so long
as they continue fighting the powers of world cap-
italism.

But we are talking about forms of struggle that
we are to apply to our own movement, and there is
no reason in the world why we, in the United States,
~ should take it upon ourselves to adopt the ideal of
the *dictatorship of the proletariat.” <Comrades,
when we do that, and when it is made a condition
of our affiliation that we recognize the dictatorship
of the proletariat, we must also adopt their defini-
tion of the term, and what is that definition? The
dictatorship of the proletariat implies the disarm-
ing, the disfranchising and the outlawing of the
bourgeoise. In countries of democratic and parlia-
mentary traditions the Socialist movement cannot
consistently employ or advocate such methods, be-
cause if we do, we practically say to the parties of
the bourgeoise, to our Democrats anl Republicans:
“Gentlemen, we want to take advantage of the bal-
lot box in order to get into your parliaments, we
want to get into power somehow, but when we are
in power we will disarm you and disfranchise you
and outlaw you, as a necessary measure for the
transition to Socialism,” and the logical reply would
be: “All right, gentlemen, but today we are already
in possession of the public powers which you seek
to conquer, and consequently we will disarm you
and disfranchise you and outlaw you now as a meas-
ure of self-preservation.”

It is one thing or the other, comrades. Either
a fight by physical weapons, a reversion to the old
method of street barricades, or it is a political fight
with the weapons and methods of political demoe-
Tacy.

If we accept the dictatorship of the proletariat
in the sense of destroying, disarming and disfranch-
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ising our opponents, then we have no kick coming
if the ruling classes use against us the methods that
we say we w.ll use against them.

The Socialist Party has never advocated such
methods. Marxian Socialism has never stood for it.
We cannot consistently stand for it, and for this
reason I say that as far as we, Socialists of Amer-
ica are concerned, we cannot join the Third Inter-
national, if the recognition of this so-called dicta-
torship is made. an absolute condition of our join-
ing.

Now, why do we insist upon remaining in the
Third International at all? Because we realize that
the Third International represents after all the best
spirit in the Socialist movement at this time. Its
formulas may be wrong, but with all that, the Mos-
cow organization affords undoubtedly the best field
for rebuilding the Socialist International, provided
it will not remain an international of eastern or
Asiatie ISocialism, but will open'its doors to all revo-
lutionary organizations of Socialism and provided
it will adhere to the rules which have always guided
the Socialist Internationals, the First as well as the
Second, the rule of self-determination in matters of
policy and methods of struggle, so long as no vital
principle of the Socialist program and Socialist phil-
osophy is violated.

And such & general organization, including the
Third International, will never be brought about so
long as the Independent Labour Party of England,
the Socialist Party of France and the Independent
Socialists of Germany stand outside. Just as much.
as it is impossib'e, in my mind, to create a live new
International without Russia, just as much is it im-
possible to ereate such an International without
Germany, France, and England.

Hence the suggestion of your Committee, that
we work towards the creation of a larger Interna-
tional on the basis of the Third, and that instrue-
tions be given our Executive Committee and our
elected officials to co-operate with other.parties in
that direction.

Socialist Education
By David P. Berenberg.

HE Socialist movement is confronted with a
very real educational problem, although only

a few scattered members of the Party realize it.
If we wish to grow, if we are serious in our inten-
tions to remake the world, we must reach the chil-
Jdren.

Everyone who has done agitation work for the
movement knows how deeply rooted are certain pre-
eonceived notions, certain prejudices which are in-
stilled into the minds of people when they zre wery
young, and which. can be overcome only by mental
efforts far beyond the powers of the average person.

So, for example, the old “arguments” that “So-
cialism is contrary to human nature,” and that “So:

cialism is an iridescent dream” originate in the
teachings of the public schools. In my hearing an
army lieutenant told an audience of high school
boys to “throw the agitator off' his soap-box and
wipe his face in the dirt.”

On another occasion a militia officer who had
taken part in the burning of the women and chil-
dren at Ludlow came back to the school from which

"he had been graduated, and was held up to the

pupils as a ‘“hero” whose example was to be fol-
lowed!

The control of the public school by the capital-
ist elass is direct and clear. Boards of education,
whether elected or appointed, are in most-+ases
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For the Class War Prisoners

By Winnie E. Branstetter

When you recelve a letter from the Natlonal Office of
the Sociallst Party, you may have noticed in the lower left
band corner a character similar to this, OBJHQ These
characters have a very machine like appearance, on the
corntrarv they =re the identllication inittals of some one of
the verv live and sympathetic comrades in the above plc
ture.

Thesge girls
constitute the sten-
ographic and cleri-
cal force In the Na-
tional Office. They
are all members of
the Socialist Party
and of the Office
Employes Assocla-
tion., Ase thelr
hands fly over thelr
typewriters, send-
ing messages Into
every quarter of
the world, their
heaTrts beat In
human sympathy
with the struggles
‘of the workers.

At Christmas
time ope girl pro-
posed that they
each send a box to
the family of some
political prisoner.
Thev each adopted
a family and soon
their hands were

and 2]l those things which bring smiles to tiny tads and
tears to grown ups, In time these parcels all found thelr
way into the rural homes of our comrades whose lives’
have been reundered sad and lonely through the unjust lm-
prisonment of father.

One lutle girl wrote, “I never saw such a beautiful
1oll, and I did not expect to get a Christmas present since
o they took my papa
away.”

Working iIn
conjunotion  with
the Prison Comfort
Club, these girls
are never tno tired
to assist In the
packing | of boxes
which the National
Office sends regu-
larly to our politi-
cal prisoners.

‘Such s the
gpirit behind the
Nationa! Office
force, such is the
spirit behind the
rrison ComTort
Club [t rmerits the
support and co-
operatlon of every.
member of the So-
clalist Party. )

If you wish to
assist in this hu-
mane work—If you
wish to bring some-

husy. The noon

hour found them Scene’on the stera’of the Socinlist Party Headquarters, 220S. Ashland Blvd., as boxes of fruit,

deep in the . half candy a1 d tobuceo for the class War prison rs were awsiting shipment.

foreott t Frcm left to right: Helen Hervey, Clar- Packard, Erna Lemke, Heten Prav, Hilda Gressens,
reotfen  ecstacy Mary Klopstein, Edna Snow, Win-® F Rranstetter, Eilen Persons, Bertha Hale White.

of beribboned and Standing:
emhroideried dol' eclcthes, Like magle, stiff, paper-
wrapped ficures hecame smiling fairy like creatures.
De<ks were over-ficwing with tiny wardrobes, marbles,
jumping jacks, balls, mecbanical toys, rattles, hair ribbons,

lttle beaded purses and strands of brightly colored beads,

Otto Branstetter

thing of cheer and
thope to the hearts
of those men who
have given their
freedom for us—if
you wigh to assime vour share of responsibility to them
and {n their loved ones, you may send a contribution to
the Prison Comfort Glut, care of The National Office, 220
South Ashland Bnulevard, Chicago.

Notice!—Every cent contributed to this fund will be
spent for comfoarts for politisal prisoners and their families.

made up of businessmen; teachers who are in any
way radical are frequently expelled. Even liberal
opinions are frowned upon. The cases of the New
York school teachers are too recent to have heen
forgotten. The resignation of Dr. Arthur Wolfson
because of restrictions placed upon his freedom o1
thought from the princiicalship of a large New York
High School served again to draw attention to auto-
cratic management in the public schools.

A few years ago business control of the col-
leges and universities became painfully evident in
the persecution of radical and liberal instructors.
Beott Nearing was expelled from the University of
Pennsvlvania for his economic views. Harry Dana
and Prof. Cattell were dismissed from Columbia for
their war views. In the University of Wisconsin,
Prof. Fly was forced to recant his liberal views,

The prejudices ereated in the public schools,
owned as they are by the money interests, extend to
thin~; athsr than Sscialism. Labor Unions are eften

the subject of attack. The great myth of the “pub-
lic” is created in the €chools. ‘

To schools that create prejudice against our-
selves we must send our children. To these schools
the workers must send their children. As a result,
the next generation must fight to overcome the same
wall of stupidity and prejudgement that faced us.

And to supplant the “education” of the capital-
ist public schools we have a few poorly equipped
Socialist Sunday Schools. At present these schools
are worse than useless. They have no aim, no courss
of study, few teachers. and no money.

Here is a concrete situation that must be meot,
The National Office of the Soc’alist Party has taken
the first steps to solve the problem. It has direct=d
the present writer to prepare a text-book for the
use of the. Socialist schools. This book, which is
intended for the teacher rather than for the pupil,
will provide a  curriculum, lesson plans, songs,
poams and a complete pourse in physical education.
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Scene on the sters of tne Socialist Party Headquarters, 220S. Ashland Blvd.., as boxes of fruit,
candy a1 d tobseco for the class war prison rs were awxiting shipment.
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Mary Klopstein, EdnaSnow, Win-° ¥ Rranstetter, Ellen Persons, Bertha Hale White.
Standing: Otto Branstetter
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It is hoped that it will be ready for use in the fall
of this year.

But this book alone canpot solve the problem.
A book is useless unless, (1)—there is a school, (2)
—there are teachers, and (3)—the teachers and the
committee understand the problem of the school.

There have been Socialist Sunday Schools in
the past. Most of these have been failures for one
of several reasons. |Some have sought to teach “So-
cialism” to immature children, entirely overlooking
the fact that “Soc'alism” as a system of ipolitical
thought presupposes a great deal of historical knowl-
edge, aud requires a thorough understanding of
economics. Other schools, in an endeavor to avoid
the dogmatic teaching of Socialism, have taught a
watery reform sm or a stupid and incorrect version
of evolution and anthropology, totally ur :lated to
Socialism.

The first type of school produced the ununder-
standing phrase—monger,—the bigot. The second
type produced the kind of “Sociaiist” who in 1912
voted for Roosevelt because he was “progressive,”
and who in 1916 supported Wilson because “he kept
us out of war.”

There were a few schools that d'd try to supply
the fact-knowledge and the historical information
upon which Socialism is built. These schools, un-
fortunately, were few in number. Too often they
existed only as long as some particular individual
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kept them going. When that person dropped out,
the school collapsed.

Many of the schools were smashed during the
war. We are well rid of most of them but we must
fill the vacancy. We must seek to organize a school
in every local, which shall attract, not only the
children of Socialists, but others as well.

In every local there must be a few people who
are vitally interested in the education of the youth.
This education is the best kind of work for Social
ism. Instead of allowing the local to be idle betweer
camyzaigns, why not get busy, and organize a school’

The power of education is tremendous. As the
twig is bent the tree will grow. Why should we
allow the rulers of society to bhend and warp the
minds of our children? Why should we rest idle
while the bending process takes pluce? Education
is worth all the money that is put into it,—and
more. The time to begin is now!

The value of schools can hardly be overestimat-
ed. It may be said that in an hour or two, once a
week, we cannot overcome the effect of the pound-
ing of the public schools which have the child thirty
hours a week. But now we have nothing.

Besides, there is a positive work that. ths
schools can and should do. In addition to overcom-
ing prejudices they can create our ideals,—the So-
cialist ideal of a better world.

Is it worth the trouble?

The Co-operative Movement and the Socialist Party
By Louis Waldman,

T its National Emergency Convention held in
Chicago last September, the Socialist party
went on record favoring co-azerative enterprise. “by
workers in the cities and on the farms.” Recently,
at its convention in New York, the party reiterated
its position.

If these resolutions are not to be dead letters,
Socialists, members and sympathizers, should take
aw act've interest in the Co-operative Movement.

For generations the powerful English Co-oper-
atives pursued the go-it-alone policy. It had little
to do with the political or industr'al arm of labor.
It was conservative and business-like in its attitude
towards polit'cal Socialism. Only recently, when
the Labor Party was about to become the sole Op-
position Party in England, did the co-operative
movement join hands with labor, politically.

‘The Co-operatives in Belgium, on the other
hand, have been from the very start one with the
Social’'st movement. The Belgian Co-operatives
have not been the worse for it, and Belgian Social-
ism has been greatly benefited. Both are a power
in the country for constructive service.

‘Whether, in this country, the eo-operative

movement is to be what it had been in England—
oonservative—or 8§ it hes been In Belginm—8ocial-

istic—is entirely up to us Socialists. If we- are
luke-warm in our activity, the movement will grow
just.the same. It may not grow as fast as it might,
but it will grow. Instead, however, of growing with
us, it will grow away from us.

The Co-operative movement, here, is stil! in,its
irfancy. Now is the time for Rocialists with con-
structive mind to throw themselves into it. I make
bold to say that if the Socialists szent half as much
energy on Co-operatives as they do on political eam-
paigning there would he appreciably more to show
for it. This is not said to deprecate political action.

e & o

Generally speaking, th:re are three phases of
co-operative enterprise: Co-operative Banking; Con-
sumers’ Co-operatives, and Producers Co-operatives,

Each country, depending largely upon its own
needs and circumstances. determines for fiself which .
branch of the movement it shall go into. Germany
developed Co-operative banking. Engiand distin-
guishes herself in Consumers’ Co-onerat’ves. France
is better known by its gigauntic Producing Co-oper-
atives. Tt is yet uncertain just what field the United
States will ocetipy. From indications, however, it
seems that immediately its greatest activitics will be

Costlnued an the next page
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Debs, Apostle of Labor

(BRemarks of Eugene V. Debs,

éé WENTY centuries ago One appeared upon
earth whom we know ms the Prince of
Peace. He issued a command in which I
believe he said, ‘Love one another.” He did not
tay, ‘Kill one another,” but ‘Love one another” He
espoused the canse of the suffering poor and the
poor heard him
gladly. It was
not Tong before
he sroused the
ill-will. and the
hatred of the
usurers, the
money chang-
ers, the profit-
eers, the high
priests, the
lawyers, the
judizes, the mer-
chants, the
. bankers — in a
word, the tuling class. They said of him just what
the ruling class says of the Socidlist today—“He is
preaching dangerous doctrine. He is inciting the
commeoen rabble.- He is a menace to peace and order.”
And they had him arralgned, tried, convieted, eon-
demued.
“This has been the tragic history of the race.
In the ancient world Socrates sought to teach some
new truths to the people and they made him drink
the fatal hemlock. It hek been true all along the
track of the ages. The men and women who have
been in advance, who have had new ideas, new
ideals, who have had the courage to attack the es-
tablished order of things, have all had to pay the
same penalty.

Upon Being Sent to Prison.)

“A centnry and a half ago, when the American
colonists were still foreign subjects, and when there
were a few men who had faith in the common people
and believed that they could rule themselves with-
out a king, in that dey to speak against the king
was treason. If you read any standard historian
you will find that a great majority of the colon’sts
actually believed the king had a divine right to ru'e
over them. They had been taught to believe that to
szy a word against the king, to question his so-called
divine right, was sinful. There were ministers who
opened the’r hibles to prove that it was the pa-
triotic duty of the people loyally to serve and sup-
port the king. Dut there were a few men in that
day who said: ‘We don't need a king. We can gov-
ern ourselves.” And they began an sgitation that
has been immortalized in history.

“Washington, Adams, Paine—these were the
rebels of their day. At first they were opposed by
the people and denounced by the press. But they
bad the moral courage to stand erect and defy all
the storms of detraction; and that is why they are
ir. h'story, and that is why the great respectcble
majority of their day s'eep in forgotten graves.

“At a later time there began another mighty
acitation in this country. It was against an insti-
tuticn that was deemed a very respectable one in its
time. the institution of chattel slavery. All the or
ganized forces of society, all the powers of govern-
ment, nphe!d chattel slavery in thet day. And
awain a few appearrd. One of them was Elijah
Lovejoy. He was murdered in cold blood in Allon,
Iilinois, in 1837, simply because he was opposed to
chattel stavery—just es T am oppored to wage s'av-
ery. When you go down the Mississippi River and

Continned on Page 15

enlisted in favor of co-operative banking. The fore-
cast is based on the fact that organized labor, which
has thrown itself into the movement as a body, finds
banks least difficult to organize.

Besides a multitude of smaller co-operative
banks, already existing and successfully doing busi-
ness, there has recently been launched a movement
for Central Co-operative banks which has long
passed the academic stages. In Cleveland, Ohio, the
Brotherhood of [Engineers, that powerful and
wealthy labor body, headed by Warren S. Stone,
has already perfected its organization to open a
labor Co-operative bank, with a ready capital of
$1,000.000.

At a recent meeting, the Central Labor Union
of the city of Philadelphia has adopted a resolution
to organize a co-operative bank, to ™e controlled and
operated entirely by labor organizations ef Phila-
delph’a. It was explained by officials that the forma-
tion of thiz bank is the first step organized labor of
®hiladelphia has taken to combat the action of ths

Chamber of Comrmecrce in. endeavoring to make
Philadelphia an “open-shap” town.

Accord'ng to James H. Duncan, President of
the Seattle Trade and Labor Council, that body has
already collected close to one half miliion dollars
and is soon to open a Labor Co-operative bank.

The Amalgamated Clothing Workers of Amer-
ica, that virile, magnificent and fighting labor body,
dec'ded to open a Co-operative bank. As soon as
conditions .only permit, such bank will be opened,
and perhaps, more than one.

The United Co-operatives of Chicago.- eomosed
of the radical wing of organized laber and its trib-
utary organizations, are laying plans for a co-oper-
ative bank.

A sure gauge of the rapid progress made by
the movement for co-operative banking is the num-
ber of states that enacted Credit Union laws. Lead
by Massachusetts, the states of Oregon, Texas, New
York, Rhode Island, Utah, Wisconsin, North Caro-
lina and South Carolina hsve all enacted special
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laws to facilitate the organization of local co-oper-
ative banks.

Space will not permit to discuss the fine distine-
tion between these laws nor to elaborate upon the
details 'and the methods of organization. This must
be left for another time. Those interasted will find
a -rich literature on the subject.

Co-operative banks, alone, are not sufficient, for
they are of full value only when they have a great
Co-operative Commercial field to operate in. One
of the cardinal principles of a co-operative bank is
not to finance private business.

The Narodnaya Bank of Moscow, Russia, the
largest Co-operative bank in ¢he world (long before
the Soviet regime came into being) never loaned
money to any private enterprise. It dealt with co-
yperative societies only. It became the financial
Clearing House of the Co-operative movement in
Russia. ' Though its field was thus eircumseribed, it

grew into enormous proportions, a I'ving monument,

to the creative genius and idealism of a great peo-
ple.

Consumers’ Co-operatives, though less spec-
tacular in their appearance, are, nevertheless,
springing up everywhere, east, west, north and
south. Without noise and with litile herald, small
and large co-operative establishments of every de-
scription are born daily among farmers and indus-
trial workers alike.

The corner stone of Consumers’ Co-operatives
is to organize the consumers’ purchas‘ng power and
wield it co-operatively for the benefit of the com-
munity. The virtue of it is that a group of people
determined upon a co-operative course do not have
to wait for the sweet by and by when the rest of
the “Henry Dubbs” are convinced that private ex-
ploitation in the factory and a system of robbery
after the products leave the factory is eriminal and
ought to be abolished.

Any group- of two to three hundred people can
organize a co-operative store—grocery store, butch-
er shop, clothing store or any other retail store.
‘When several such stores are organized in a given
locality, they can get together and establish a cen-
tral purchasing agency or wholesale. In time, they
can, by inteliigent co-operation with producers co-

_operatives, eliminate from a large portion of their
purchases all capitalist intermediaries.

People "hardly realize the immensity of their
combined purchasing power, and its possibility for
good or evil. Take Chicago as an illustration. And
what is true of Chicago is even more true of New
York, and is at least equally true of Cleveland,
Detroit, Minneapolis and other cities in the country.
With slight variation it is also true of agricuitural
commuhities.

" In Chicago, there are at least 50,000 families,
the heads of which are radical. - Some are Social-
ists, some Communists, some Communist Labor,
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some I. W. W.ites, some labor partyites; soms have
votes and cast them, some have votes and do not
cast them, some care to cast them but do not have
the votes, and some do not have the votes and would
not care to cast them, if they had them., One hun-

‘dred and fifty théusand of such families in Chicago

is an underestimate. Whi'e differing on methods,
most of them are agreed on two things: first, that
the present-profit system is bad and must go, and
second, that the Co-operative Commonwealth is to
be instituted in its stead.

_ The combined annual purchasing power of 50,-
000 families for necessaries alone is about $50,000,-
000. Ten per cent profit, which is certainly a
smaller figure than the retailers and - who'esalers
combined actually make, nets $5,000.000.

The 50 000 “Revolutionists” contribute annual-
ly $5,000,000 to the support of.the Capitalist class
and its institutions, the press, the old political
parties, the endowed col'eges, ete. While, generally,
these families could not help swiporting capitalism
on account of the fact that they are still in the
minority, they can withhold this support—$5,000,-
000 annually—and use this gigantic sum to
strenethen the side of 'abor.

Of course to organize the full purchasing power
—even though it be only the purchasing power of
necessaries alone—of these 50 000 families is the
ideal, which can not be accomplished in a year or
two. But a good beginning can be made. While a
few of them are scattered throughout the city, most
of these radical people live in “neighborhoods.”
These neighborhoods could be organized. Its im-
habitants could be trained to rurchase in the co-
operative store, owned and managed by themselves.

In a co-operative store goods shou'd be sold at
market price. Every three or six months each pur-
chaser is to receive consumers’ “dividends”—that is
the amount he or she paid on purchases over and
above actual cost.

In some cases these consumers’ dividends-are
never claimed by the consumers individually, but is
kept as a collective fund to be nsed for some special
social purpose. The eco-omerators are the masters
of their own money. The more developed their so-
cial conscienceness and snirit of co-operation, the
more likely that al' surplus funds would be so in-
vested as to yield the greatest social good.

Whatever our opinion, as Socialists, as to the
merits or demerits of “immediate demands” and
“Social reforms,” there can be no honest difference
of opinion as to the value of immed’ate action in
the co-operative fieid. If the Co-operative Common-
wealth is our ultimate goal, and it is, then every
slice of that “Commonwealth” we can grab we
shou’d cheerfully do so.

Political action, Industrial action and Co-oper-
ative action must go hand in hand in the onward
march of labor towards ultimate emancipation..
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Letter of Acceptance

By Seymour Stedman.

To the National Executive Committee and
Membership of the Socialist Party.
Comrades:

I accept the nomination you tender me, deeply
appreciating the confidence and comradeship with
which it comes, and pledge my best efforts to meet
the duties and requirements of the task you have
set for me.

Our beloved siandard bearer is mute by the
judgment of a harsh and unreasonable interpreta-
tion of war-time legislation. His imprisonment is
continued by a ruthless despotic chief of the Demo-
crats, supported by a Republican Congress. Yet his
clarion call will rally together all the intelligent
workers of hand and brain, all who love liberty and
believe in freedom and humanity.

The aim of our party is to transform the pres-
ent capitalist system into a collective and co-oper-
ative society. We have always in the past advocat-
ed a peaceful change and this high hope is still
cherished by us.

During the closing years of the Nineteenth
Century and the opening years of the Twentieth,
there were obvious symjptoms of the breakdown and
decay of capitalist society. Prices for the necessi-
ties of life were continuously rising accompanied by
a vast number of unemployed—the capitalist par-
adox, unem:loyment -and scarcity—this condition
prevailed within the dominion of every industrial
nation, and was reflected even in countries pre-
dominately agricultural. Trustified industries had
reached mammonth proportions, and, following the
rise of the industrial capitalist ¢'ass, a new eclass
eame into existence—the finance group—extending
its investments into every land, seeking foreign
fields of exnloitation and large returns from invest-
ments. The threatened crash and breakdown was
interrupted by the world war, the great massacre
and murder-lust, the unholy offspring of interna-
tional finance and dynastic imperialism.

The masses of our people entered into this con-

flict with ofty ideals. The humane decldrations of
the President, in depth and breadth were un-
mafehed in all history. Inspired by this world
crusade for democracy, justice and lasting peace,
thousands of the bravest and the best, with full
faith, rallied to the support of the Allies* cause.

The President of the United States pledged the
faith of our people to exalted purposes in match-
less phrases, The fourteen points beecame historie.
Secret treaties were to be ahp'ished. The dark
chambers of charlatans pretending to preserve the
peace of the world by a balance of power, were to
go forever.

Self.determination of nations was to be reeog-
nized and guaranteed, a cohesive nationalism en-
erpraged as an essential basis. for internationalism.

The Armistice came and the victor nations as-
sembled to make a lasting peace, a peace “without

‘sting.”

At the very threshold of this conference the
curtains were drawn, the sunlight execluded and in
darkness the people of the world became the pawns
and toys of designing, grasping, hiting and re-
vengefu! ‘men. The faith pledged by the people
of this country was broken by their representatives.

Without reference to race or natural bound-
aries, they have carved up Germany, Middle Eu-
rope and Asia Minor, parcelling out oil, minerals,
forests and trading rights among the victors, and
creating irresistible eauses for new world wars.

Self.determination meant to our party and
comrades what it said. It was a declaration which
first came to life from a convention of our party
and at this hour we are the only political party in
the United IStates which stands for keeping the
faith and recognizing the Russidan Socia'ist Repub-
lie, the only. party at this hour in the United States
which demands the recognition of the Irish Repub-
lie.

India is a vassal and subject country of many
millions of ppeople. They, too, are not less entitled
to self-determination. It is a fundamental principle
of democracy that the people of a country are the
source of all its political and industrial rights and
power.

To the charge that we are meddling in foreiga
affairs by these declarations, we reply that all the
allied countries accapted, expressly or by their
silence, the declarations made by the President as
the purposes for which we entered the conflict.

As the recognized and only genuine interna-
tionalist movement, we favor a league of free peo-
ples administered by delegates elected directly by
and responsib'e to the people.

We denounce the proposed League of Nations
as an organization of international capitalists band-
ed together for the purpose of subjugating and ex-
ploiting the peoples of the world.

The proposed League of Nations breaks into
the established traditions of this country “against
entangling alliances with foreign countries:” Tt
constitutes the grouping of international, bandits
who propose to subjugate and exploit the workers
in every civilized and unecivilized eountry.

The League of Nations in Part Thirteen, with
forty articles, makes a provision for a conference
of twenty-four ipersons, twelve to represent the gov-
ernments, six to represent the employers and six to
represent the workers. And in this it is provided
that the Leazue of Nations may prevent the adop-
tion or compel the repeal of laws for the benefit
of the working clazc in this country.

I call attention to the above provision with an
analysis which appears in the Congressional Rezord
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for October 29th, 1919, Pages 8137 to 8145, in-
. elusive.

On November 11th, 1918, the Armistice was
signed. War then ended, yet oppressive war legisla-
tion remains unrepealed and the President of the
United States recently announced that these laws
would continue to be enforced.

The Espionage Act is today in full force and
effect, the most cowardly, brutal and inexcusable
act ever passed by political representatives of the
capitalists. For a citizen to announce that the war
‘was a commercial and industrial war was construed
a crime or which hundreds were sent to the peniten-
tiary.

Notwithstanding this, the President of the
United States announced in hic address in Turin
that “a eountry is owned and1 dom*nated by the cap-
ital that is invested in it. I do not need to instruct
yon gentlemen in that fundamen‘al idea.” And in
1919. in the City of St. Louis he said, “Does not
everv man know, does not everv woman know ; nay,
I will sav. does rot.every child know that this was
a commercial war?”

Many a citizen who stated this fact became a
felon.

Freedom of speech has heecome a byword: the
liherty of the press is a lost liherty: renrecentative
government is attacked and suecessfullv throttled
in the State T.ezislatnre of New York: the citizens
of a Congressinnal distriet have twice heen denied
representation hv denving its elected representative
his ceat and narticiration in Coneress; newsnaners,
the most enlightened in the enuntry, are denied the
use of the mails: moh violence and murder has heen
and ic heing tolarated and an-~roved: honses have
been searched and naners <eized and people arrested
without warrant aor lezal procedure.

Large industries go unchecked in grabbing pro-
fits; the railroads are handed back to private privi-
lege with a loan and guaranteed dividends; the
minefs and railroad workers are crushed by injune-
tions ‘and indictmen*s, and tried under war statntes
for offenses charged to have been committed within
the last few months. And now, by no means, do
we behold a relaxation. The most firmly entrenched
eapitalists of the world are in this country. The
world war has solidified and united tkem. They
control the joress and the avenues of information
and the economic power and wealth of the country.

The closing of war in Europe opens more clear-
1y the class contlict. There is no middle ground and
no moderate sublime phrase can conceal the big
truth. We are drifting into a8 firmly established
capitalist despotism with thousands of spies, reck-
less power and subdued workers. Capitalism may
topple over and bring in its wake chaos, starvation
and destruction; to meet this impending change
intelligently, to avert this chaos and destruction,
our party offers the only sane and practisal pro-
gram.
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We are preeminently the American party, be
cause we stand foursquare with the ideals and tra-
ditions now betrayed by self-styled patriots. We
are preeminently the party of civilization and ipro-
gress hecause we are the only party which has the
courage to face the impending breakdown withov:
compromise. "We offer the only possible solution
for tle preservation of eivilization.

The ever increasing cost of living, shortage of
coal cars, scarcity in coal production, high interest
rates. mecreasing unemployment, calls for an im-
mediate remedy.

We declare the remedv now—socialize the rail-
roads, the coal and metalliferous mines, now; the
flaur mills and stockyards, now; opén unused land
to cultivation, now; prepare to substitute for this
capitalistic oligarehy the social ownership and de-
moeratic manacement of the means of production
and the control of government for the producers by
the producers.

Our prophesies of the past have been fulfilled.
When the hurricane of passion and hate swept
across the country our [party weathered the gale.
Our comrades stood the storm-chock and now rise
to the call. When we behold the trees twist and
bend before the hurricane ard they rise again and
again; finally, after the s*orm has pas<ed. to stand
erect, triumphart in the clear sunlicht. we know
that down beneath the soil the strength of thou-
sands of roots hae been tes*ed: thev have held; they
have taken their grio and the laree trunks stand
true because the roots run deen. So, the eandidates
of our party know that their strength and power
for the fleeting hnurs of an election campaign rests
un'm the deen strength, the determination and the
will of the working-elass which is the base and pow-
er of the movement.

Mere ipolitical issnes will not meet the require-
ments of todav’s cocial nroblems. Economie read-
justment of a fundamental character mnst he made,
and ean he made peacefnl'v if we nrevail. We enter
the confliet with tha call “from the dungeon to lib.
erty.” “from the white walls of Atlanta’s Bastile, to
the White Hou<e at Washinaton.”

Brave workers fired with the zeal for work in
a great cause, respond!

Sincerely,
(Signed) SEYMOUR STEDMAN.

EDITOR'S NOTE—Tho excellent article, “Life, Liberty
and the Pursuit of Happiness™” in the July issue of The
Socialist World was written by Charles Solomon. Credit
was omitted from the article by mistake.
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT

HOW TO ORGANIZE AND CONDUCT
A YCUNG PEOPLE'S S8OCIAL-
I1ST LEAGUE CIRCLE.

HE first thing to do is to canvas
the nelghborbood, your school
fri2nds, etc., for available young

people. It is not mecessary to con-
£ne your efforts to getting the chil-
dren of eoclilist parents Interested,
but it is usually easler to get started
with them and then, if the League Is
made as attractive as it can anl
should be, the others will come In due
time.

After you have some idea of those
you might expect to be interested call
8 meeting at some comrade’s home or
if this s> not poseible, In an available
hall. This mec:ting should Le in the
nature of a social gathering. Have
a good program arranged, if possible,
for {f the youag folks have an inter.
esting time they wil see the posei-
bility of having more good times in
the future and te amxious to join.
S8end to this office for application
cards in good time sc that you will be
sure to have them for the first meet-
Ing. They aro seventy-five cents a
handred.

Sonie time during the evening ex-
plain the nature of the Y. P. S. L.—
what it {8 for and what it hopes to
accomplish. Have appllication cards
realy to be handed cut and be sure
that each one bas teen sufficlently
urged te join. Get those prozpective
memkters to chcose a name for the
Circle. Show them that yosu mean
business by at oace filling out the ap-
plication for charter blank with the
members’ names and the name that
has been chosen for the ncw League

Ask ezch cne to pay at least one
momth’z dues so that you can send
for dues stamps and supplies at once
The dues rate is usually twenty-five
cent: per month tmt each Circle is
free to set its own rate. The Na-
tional Office sells the monthly dues
stamps -0 your circle for five cents
each, you sell them to your members
for twenty-five certs (or whatever
rate you'ret). The difference, twenty
cents, on. each dues stamp, goes into
the treasury of the Circle for the pur-
chase of supplizs and other necessary
expenses,

It might also be well at this meet-
ing t» map out fome plan of procedurs
for meetings. Many Leacues have
adonted a very good plan of having &
buriness meetng tre first week, an
etncatinnal the next. and 2 soclal the
third, and so on Make arrangements
to secure rsuitable meeting place. It
may be well to call upon the Secre-
tarv of the Socla'ist Local, for the
Party iz always glod to cooperate
with the Lezzue. He w!ll help you
fn gotting & meeting placs, and in all
~her ways,

When ywr League )s started, be
sure to keep things moving and live-
ly. Encphasize the educational amnd
soclal side of the League and devote
as little {me a3 possible to the dis
cussion of trivial matters mot per-
tinent to the welfare of the League or
to routine business. Establish a good
ilbrary and keep it up to date.

Business Meetings.

Business meetings should be con-
ducted in an orderly manmner. Re
memtber that there is something to be
learned even in a business meselng,
namely, the art of being business like.
Get a copy of Roberts' Rules of Order
and folow it as far as practical. Some
people dislike business meetings;
some, on the' contrary, enjoy them.
Business mectings are necessary, but
they should not be overdone by draw-
ing them out, and by referring every-
thing to such meetings. That is, do
not cater to the one element or bore
the sother See that everything you
do is of intense interest and impor-
tance. Without bueiness meetings
you would not be able to do your other
work. The business meeting must be
conducted, pot as an end in it:elf, but
as the way «f getting what you all
want, and training the members in
crderly and intelligent work.

Educational Meetings.

This part of league procedure Is
really the principal thing, after all,
thay for which we are organized, and
we cannot afford to slight ft. A good
plan would be to follow some good
etudy ccourse. The Ramd School, New
York, has an excellent one for this
purpose. Hava frequent debates on
various subjects and be sure that
each member 295 a chance to express
himself. I ks well to have members
wlo can go aheal with things, but do
nct let tham do 80 to the exclusion of
others. Mock trialsy are lots of fun
ard at the same time educational
Other {oteresting features can be add-
ed from time to time.

Do not overdo the straight Sociallst
end of {t. Not every one is a Social-
ist and young people are apt to think
that Socialism s politics and politics
weans one candidate versus amother.
Emphasize history, literature, sciencs,
ete., all of which lead to Soclalism.
Have talks and disccssfons onm ‘litera-
ture etc. This office will be glad to
advise Circles on the value of d!ffer-
ent writers as mediums of discussion.
Abtove all, do mot take the attitude
that the echools in thelr teaching are
wrong and that We alone have the
correct Xey. Nothing is worse than
that; it will cause criticlem on the
part of the people you are trying to
Interest who will assert that you are
intellactual snobs. Work along our
Hnes, dlacuss Iiterature, bistory, cur
rent events, ebc. from our standpaoint

but carefuily avold coming imto col-
lision with the teachers of those you
are tryfug to interest.

By all means keep away from: So-
clalist controversios., There are many
Maces where those discuszions are
out of place. The Y. P. S. L, Is one of
them. If anyone attemipts to discuss
Comymundsm as against Soclallsm stop
him at nnce. If he is over twenty-
one, tell him to join the party and
talk it there. If he is not, tell him
tc wait until he can. We want to in
terest young people In Soclatism and
the things we all agree on, not the
things wo may happen to differ in.

8ocial Meetings.

The social side of the league s by
a0 means unlmportant, for it is mainly
thirmugh tha social activities that we
get mewbers who as yet know noth-
ing ahout Sociallsmm. When they have
come to a few of our parties or have
¥one -with us cn gseme of our hikes
they will want to know morc abaut
us and w!ll be likely to become mem-
bers. It !s mot usually necessary to
tell young people how to have a good
time; so we need not go into detafl
on this topic. Just be sure to make
your affairs so interesting that mem-
bers would rather come to them than
ga elsewhere, and they will want te
bring their frlends with them.

Of course these are only suggestions
for the organization amd Taanagement
of a league. Other schedules can be
used and new methods tried. When
youn hit upon aby especially good plan
let 18 know so we can tell the others
atout them.

Y. P. S. L. NEWS NOTES

A READING, Pa. circle reports a
n:emtership of fifty and still grow-
ing. They have been having lots of
affairs lately, amonrg which was a
May Day outiag. These young people
are anxious to help re-organize the
league in thelr state.

A LEAGUE in Haltimore wrltes for
a charter. It is to be known as Circle
Oue. They have nat yet told us how
mary members they bhave, but we
think they are getting a good start,
judging from the attractive letier
heads they have gotten out.

THE comrades of Lincoln, Ill., are
organizing & circle The 'Gene Debs
eircle of Staunton have kindly offered
to cend a delegation to he!p them get
started. If they follow the example
et by the Staunton crowd they will
et along all right for they are a live
bunch,

_THE Friendship Circle puts in its

clain to membership In the Yircel
family efter having been disbanied
for & time.
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The W orker or the Profiteer?

Who Is Responsible for the Increased Cost of Living?
By Benj. Glassberg.

HE notion that labor is responsible for the in-

" ereased cost of living has been widely spread
by the press and the profiteers. If it were not for
the demands of the labor unions for greatly in-
eréased wages, they insist, prices would not be as
high as they are. What are the facts? Is Labor real-
ly responsible for the enormous increases in the
price of necessities, or is it rather the profiteer!?
Facts and figures may at times be dry, but even fig-
ures may tell an interesting story—as they do in
this case. Let us examine a few.that have come to
light.

The annual net profits of corporations during
the war, after all possible deductions had beea
made, including many for the purpose of concealing
profits, averaged over ten and a half biliion dollars
as_compared with an average of over four billion
just. before the war. Five thousand corporations
earned over one-half the value of their capital stock,
‘and over 2000 earned THE ENTIRE VALUE IN
A SINGLE YEAR. During the war the corpora-
tions with an income of a million dollars or more
‘earned a quarter of their capital stock annually.
They made profits sufficient to replace the entire
value of their capital stock within a period of four
yedrs. These corporations averaged almost five
billions more in profits during tRe war than before,
or three times the pre-war profits. This group of
profiteers "took an average of $240 a year from
every family in the United States in excess of what
‘they were satisfied to take before the war. During
the four years,*1916-17-18-19, corporate profits cost
each family a total of $1500. Let us see the share
that Labor got of these immense profits:

SUGAR went up 14 cents a pound during the
war, or 300%. Wages went up about 2 cents a
pound, or less than 15% of the increased cost of
producing sugar. The sugar profiteers will take
from the American people during this year at least
$600,000,000 and it may approach one billion dol-
lars, if sugar goes up to 25 or 30c. This means that
every family this year will pay a tax of from $30
to $50 and perhaps as much as $100 over and above
a fair profit for sugar alone. If the sugar trust
were satisfied with the same profit margin that labor
received as its share, sugar could have beén sold at
11V4c a pound instead of 25¢. Mr. Hoover recently
testified to the truth of this conclusion.

MEAT—Profits in meat were three times as
Iarge in 1917 as before the war. Between 1912-18,
the meat packers made a profit of over $200,000,000
or twice their invested capital. They tried to cover
this up, of course, by issuing new capital stock.
The priee of meats went up during the war from 50
to 100%. Was it beecause of the high wages that
labor is suppoged to be getting The testumony ef

Swift and Company proves that the entire labor
cost of dressing and distributing meat is 69¢ per
100 lbs.,, or 5% of the total cost, a very small part
of the total expenses of the industry. If labor had
received an increase of even 1009 the increase in
the price would bave been only 5%. The increase
in the retail price of meat was over twelve times
the entire labor cost in the meat-packing industry,
and the 1918 price was twenty-five times the total
labor item. An increase in wages of 10009 would
not account for the great increase in the price of
meat. At a matter of fact, wages did not go up
more than 50 to 75%.

CLOTHING. Profits in the clothing industry
have been three times as great as before the war.
One half the retail price is absorbed by profits.
Labor costs amount to only 1-14 to 1-20 of the price.
Take an ordinary suit of clothes that sold for $25
in 1910 and now retails for $65. We find that pro-
fits on the cloth have increased 365%, the manufac-
turer’s profit on making the suit, 255, and the re-
tailer’s profit 141%. The largest woolen manufac-
turing company in America increased its annual
net income from a million and a half before the war
to nearly nine millions a year during the war.

SHOES. In 1914 the profits in shoes equalled
three times the total labor costs. In 1917 they
equalled over five times the total labor costs. Ir
1917 all the labor from a hide to a finished shoe
absorbed less of the price paid by the consumer
than in 1914. Of the $3.50 increase in the price of
shoes labor received 15¢, while the profits of the
manufacturer- and retailer absorbed $2.75. Shoes
retailing for $10.50 in 1920 cost the manufacturer
$5.48, says the Federal Trade Commission. The
leather used eost $3.37, and the lahor cost $1.0%
The manufacturer’s profit was $1.02, and the re-
tailer’s nrofit was $4.00.

COAL. Profits of coal companies have been at
least two and a half times what. they were before
the war. One half of the coal companies made pro-
fits of over 509% on .their capital stock. and one
third showed nrofits of over 100%. Every man,
woman and child in Ameriea has paid a tax of $10 to
the cnal companies over and above what would be
sufficient for a reasonable profit. Here acain in-
creased wages have had but little to do with the
great inerease in the price of coal. The increase in
the retail price of bituminons coal is four times the
inerease in lahor cost. When the miners were
agranted an inerease of 40c a ton on April 1. the
price at the pit-head at once jumped from $2.75 to
$4.75. an increase exactly five times the labor cost.
Profits of the anthracite coal companies were larger
than the entire eoat of production. When the eon-
sumer in 1918, pa‘d $11.32 a ton in New York, $422
went to the eost of producing, and $2.30 for traus
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portation. The balance $4.80 is eaten up in the
form of profits. The increase in profits was more
than three times the increase in labor.

IRON AND STEEL. Profits in steel were more
than four tiwmes the pre-war returns. Steel rails
show an increase in price of $26, or four times the
total labor cost and eight times the increase in the
labor cost. The labor cost in operating a blast
furnace is not more than 3% of the selling price of
pig iron. ‘While the labor cost in making a ton of
iron was going up from about 40c to about 86¢ the
price went up from $15 to $30. Prices rose at a
rate of four times the increase received by labor.
Even if wages were doubled it would not cause the
product to rise more than 12%. Profits of over one
billion . dollars were turned over to the steel cor-
porations during 1916-18. This makes a tax of about
ten dollars for every person in the United States.

The same story could be told of all the indus-
tries in the country, whether it be soap, flour, rub-
ber goods, building materials, hardware, furniture,
paper, matches, electrical supplies, all alike reaped
a golden harvest during the war. It has been esti-
mated that during the last four years, the corpora-
tions cleaned up a total net swag of 34 billion dol-
lars, which is not at all bad—for the capitalist class.

Do you wonder why they wanted war so much?
Do you still think the worker is responsible for the
increasing cost of living, or can you see that the
workers' demands for increased wages were abso-
lutely necessary if he was to avoid, starvation? In
spite of ail increases in wakges, labor is unable to
buy today as much as it could before the war—with
the exception of a few trades. The profiteers are
however richer by 34 billions.
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During these four years, Congress has been con-
trolled, first by the Democratic party and recently
by the Republican party. Did either party make
any honest effort to check profiteering, to reduce
the cost of living? Not one single effort! It could
not. ‘Both old parties are the servants of the cap-
italists and profiteers. They 4re sent there to help
Big Business, not to hurt it. And so Congress was
quick to use the Lever Law to prevent a coal strike,
but never used it to prevent profiteering. No Re-
pubiican or Democratic Administration will prevent
profiteering, or interfere with the profits of the cap
italist class, in war time or peace time. Thest
parties are the faithful servants of the Interests.
They know their master’s voice.

As long as we live under the present condi-
tiops, where we produce things so that a few people
mdy make profits, and where all the means of life—
the land, machinery, and natural resources are pri-
vately owned, so long will we have profiteering and
all the other evils that we see about us. Ynu ean
abolish profiteering only by abolishing the system
which makes profiteering possible, and that is by
abolishing private ownership and substituting for it
ownership and control by the people. Let the peo-
ple own the land, the machinery, the factories, the
natural resources, upon which their lives depend.

The Soecialist Party calls upon you at a time
when great changes are taking place throughout
the world, to throw off your prejudices, and exam-
ine intelligently the message of Socialism, which is
the only- hope of a suffering world, so that you may
contribute your share in remaking the world along
newer, better and juster lines.

What is Socialism ?

By Charles Solomon.

OU read about Socialism in the newspapers

and magazines. A 1aultitude of books have

been written for and against it. It is discussed from

innumerable platforms and pulpits. Socialist gov-

ernments have come into c¢Xistence in many parts

of the world. No question is receiving greater at-
tention.

What do you know about it?

The object of this article is to acquaint you
with the-nature and purgpose of \Socialism.

It might be defined as a movement for the owm-
ership by all the people—by society-—of the sources
of wealth and the principal means of production
and distribution, and their democratic manigemert
for the benefit of all.

These things—the capital of the nation—are
not tpday owneda and controlled by all of the peo-
ple for the benefit of all, but by a small part of the
people—the capitalists. The primary interest of the
capitalists in the ownership of the means of life of
¢’ ~=ation—the land, factories, mills, mines, shops,

railroads, telegraphs, telephones, and the like—is
to make profits, to amass private fortunes for them-
selves. This purpose they pursue regardless of the
consequences to the great masses of the people,

Because they privately own the capital of the
nation, the capitalists own the jobs and control the
opportunity to work upon which depend the lives
of the workers. This is true because the workers,
in order to produce wealth, must first receive per-
mission to have access to the sources of weaith and
the tools of labor, which are the private property of
the capitalists.

In hiring the workers, the economic interest
of the capitalists is to buy their labor power—which
is sold like any other commodity in the open market
—as cheaply as possible. The workers on the other
hand seek to get as much for their labor power as
possible. This gives rise to a conflict of economiec
interests which arrays the capitalists and workers
interests Socia'ists call the class struggle. The more
effectively to wage this struggle, capitalists and
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workers organize, the former into employers’ asso-
ciations of one kind or another, and the latter into
labor unions.

This class struggle is not wilfully created by
individuals or groups. It grows inevitably out of
the preseut economic arrangement, the core of which
is the ownership by the few of the means of life of
the many, and the consequent control by the same
few of the oportunities to work and live.. The class
struggle with all its consequences, such as strikes,
lockouts, boycotts, and other industrial disturbances,
will continue so long as there are economic classes
in society, and these wi'l exist so long as a part of
the people are permitted to own and control the so-
eial means of life.

Time was in this country, and rot so long ago,

when most of the people individually owned the
too!s with which they individually worked. They
therefore owned their jobs and practically control'ed
their.opportunities to live. That was in the days of
handicra”t production, before the modern mills, fac-
tories, railroads, telegraphs came. All these are
here today, and they are the property of the capital-
ist few, whose ownership clothes them with a tre-
mendous economic and soc’al power over the com-
paratively propertyless masses.

‘Not only do the capitalist few own and control
the means of life and the opportunities to work and
live of the many, but al' statisties disclose that this
ownership and contrcl is rapidly concentrating into
ever fewer hands, condemn’ng the great masses to
dependence upon the modern rulirg class, the oli-
garchs of capital.

These capitalist oligarchs rule in many ways;
but principally they rule economically, directly
through the ownership of the social means of life,
and po'itical'y through the contrcl of govérnment.
To rule in the latter way the cap’talist owners of
the nation’s wealth are in politics to make certain
that orly sneh persons will be chosen to make, in-
terpret, and enforce the laws as are in unquestioned
sviapathy with their cconcmic and social interests.
The capitalist ol'garchs function politically through
the domirant political parties—the Republicans and
Democerats. From capitalist sources come substan-
tia'ly all the campaign funds of these parties. It is
not to be wondered at then that such parties when
in power represent the interests of the capital'st
owners of the nation’s wealth. You know that he
who pays the piper calls the tune.

You wil! a'so find, if you take the trouble to in-
vestivaie, that the educational ifacilities, the press,
pulpit, public platform, in brief, the means of: mak-
ing and dissemirnating publie opinien, has come over-
whelmingly under the control of the eapitalists,
who=e interests they are to reflect and protect. The
prees is & conepicuous example of this eapitalist eon-
trol.

Ru'ine elasses are not new in hietory. They are
not peculiar to our own time. But wherever society
has been divided inlo ruling and subject clarses, the
division grew out of the ownership and control by
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one class of the means of life and the opportunities
to live of the rest of the people. This was true in
ancient and feudal times, and 18 true today.

The ruling classes of our day, as we have al-
ready said, is interested primarily in profits, and
from pronit-taking to “profiteering’ is only a step.
Where the one eads and the other begids no one
has been shie to tell

The proiit interest of the few in the ownership
of the mears of life is the basic cause of the high
cost of [iving.

When thie capitalists can no longer make satis-
factory profits, they shut down mills and ‘curtail
production ia order to bolster up prices—and thus
they cuuse industrial depressions, crises, and wide-
spreud unemployment. lrom unemployment flows
a bLost of famil.ar social evils, principully all sorts
of crumes. When people are desperate and hungry,
and the opportunities to earn a living are denied
them, many of them will break the laws.

" War, too, is ultimate.y due to the clashing of
the interests of the capitalist groups of the differ-
ent industrially developed countr.es, who compete
with each o.her for malkets, sources of raw materi-
als, and inveciment opportunities. To enjoy advan-
tages in this international rivalry, the capitalists of
the different nat.ons bring pressure to bear upon
their governwments, demanding a “‘vigorous foreign
policy,” which in turn requires large standing
armies and navies, and vast exgenditures for mili-
tary purposes. 7

We have been speaking here of the capitalist
and working classes, because they are the two prin-
cipal social classes. There are thosé¢ who are strict-
ly neither capitalists or wage workers. These are
denominated the middle classes. However, they are
closer in their econom.c interests to the workers,
into whose ranks they are being rapidly thrust, to
make common economic and political cause.

The division of society into classes and the re-
sultant conflicting class interests—these are back
of and determine the issues in political campaigns.
Political parties express and champion_class inter-
ests. The dominant parties are the political cham-
pions of the interests of the capitalist owners of the
nation’s wealth. They always have and will con-
tinue to represent those interests in pub.ic office. To
vote for these parties is to vote for the capitalist
oligarchs; for the private ownership and control of

the social means of. life and opportunities to work

and live, and for all the consequences that flow
therefrom, including the bigh cost of living.

Against these pariies and the social system they
stand for the {Socialist party arrays itself. It sum-
mons the peopie to strike at the root of social in-
justice by mak'ng the social means of life—the land,
natural. resources, railways, factories, etc.—that is,
the principal means of production and distribution
—the property of the people, of society.

To accomplish this basie change is the political
objeet of the Socialist party. But while Soai
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strive ever for this objective, they work immediate-
ly for a greater democracy, and for the improve-
ment of the conditions of the masses wherever pos-
sible, pledging themselves in their platforms to spe-
cific economic and political reforms.

Socialism is not a scheme invented by some in-
genious thinker. It is the logical result of the de-
velopment of industry. Before the factory system
of our day Socialism in the modern sense was un-
known. The demand for social ownership—owner-
ship by all the people—of the tools of work, did not
and could not ar'se before the appearance of social-
ly used implements of production, such as the mod-
ern industrial establishments and transportation
and communication systems which are operated and
maintained not by individuals or small groups, as
was the case in the old days of the hand erafts, but
by thousands and even tens of thousands of work-
ers. The Socialist demand for collective ownership
is baced on the fact of coilective production and
distribution. In the days when the artisan with his
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own tools and his own labor made the product, in-
dividual appropriation was logical. Ownership was
based on labor. Today we have private approprias
tion by capitalists, who own but do not work, of the
wealth created by workers who work but do not
own. This fundamental contradiction in society,
you will find after thinking it over, is responsible
for most of our troubles. It can.be remedied in one
way only—those who work must own and ail must
be workers. By workers we mean all who do use-
ful work. This is the Socialist propos:tion.

You have probably heard and read that Social-
ism means dividing up, that it is opposed to the
home and family and religion and that Soc’alists
believe in and advocate the use of force and violence.
All this is false and those who are responsible for
these notions are ignorant. or malicious.

Socialism is a matter of economies, a bread-and-
butter proposition. Its puryose is to free mankind
from want and the bitter struggle for existence.

FOR THE CAMPAIGN

15 New Four Page Leallels:

1. National Party Platform 1920

2 Declaration of Principles

3. Profiteering

4. 100% Americanism

5. Politics and Prices

8. Socialism

7. Dets, Voice of Labor

8. Imperialism

9. Life. Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness

10. Why the Negro should Vcte the Sccialist Ticket.
11. How Workingmen vote themselves into jail.

12 The Old Parties and the New Order.

13. Women In Industry and in Politics.

14. Do you know what Socialism means to you?
15. Why I joined the Socialist partly.

40 cents per 1C2; $3.00 per 1000; $2.50 per 1000 In lots
ef 5000 or more.
Order of THE SOCIALIST PARTY,

220 South Ashland Boulavard, Chicago, 11l,

‘“A NATION DIVIDED".... .....c..e 1Ce;

TWO NEW BOOKS

By SCOTT NEARING
“THE NEW SLAVERY”........ «ee..15¢c; $10.00 per 100
7.00 per 100

) The millicns who were fooled by be Champion of the
New Freedum and yuted for him for keeping us out of

war, should read these books.
Whatever Scait Nearing writes i{s worth while. Locals
and Branch s should order 11Uy of each at once.

Now' It Must Be Done

A brilliant new book
— by —
IRWIN ST. JOHN TUCKER
Fifteen cents . $10.00 per 100 copiss
Make all remittances payable to the
NATIONAL OFFICE SOCIALIST PARTY,

220 South Ashland Boulevard, Chicago, N).

.....................

DEBS, APOSTLE OF LABOR
(Continued from Page 7)
lock up at Alton, you see a magnificent white shaft
erected there in memory of a man who was true to
himself and his convictions of right and duty unto
death.

*I+ was my good fortune personzlly to know
Wendcl! Phillips. I heard the story of his persecu-
tion, in part at least, from his own elequent lips just
a little while before they were silenced in death.

“Will’am L'oyd Garrison, Garret Smith, Thad-
deus Stevens—these leaders of the abolition move-
ment, who were regarded as monsters of depravity,
were true to the faith and stood their ground. They
are all in history. You are teaching your children
to revere their memories, while all of their detract-
orz ara in oblivion.

“Chattel slavery disappeared. We are not yet
free. We are engaged in another mighty agitation
today. It is as wide as the world. It is the r.se of
the toiling ard producing masses who are gradually
becoming conccinus of th~'r interest, their power, as
8 class, who are ¢rganizing industrially and political-
1y, who are slowly but surely developing the econo-
mic and political power that is to set them freo
They ave <till in the minority, but they have learned
how to wait, and to bide their time.

“It is because ¥ happen to be in the minority
that I stand in your presence today, charged with
crime. It is' becanse 1 believe as the revolutionary
fathers belicved in their day, that a change was due
in the interests of the people, that the time had come
for a better form of government, an improved sve-
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tem, a higher social order, a nobler kumanity and a
grander civilization. This minority ihat is so much
misunderstocod and so bitterly maligned, is in al-
liance with the forces of evolution, and as certain
as 1 stand before you, it is but a question of time
until this minority will become the conquering maj-
ority and inaugurate the greateat change in &ll of
the world. You may hasten the change; you may
retard it; you can.no more prevent it than you can
prevent the coming of the sunrise on the morrow.

“We hear a great deal about human brothe
hood—a beautiful and inspiring theme. It is preach-
ed _from a countless number of pulpits. It is vain
for us tc preach of human brotherhood while we
tolerate this social system in which we are a mass
of warring units, in which millions of workers have
to fight one another for jobs, and millions of busi-
ne<s m~r. and professional men have to fight one an-
other for trade, for practice—in which we have in-
dividual interests and each is striving to care for
himself alone without reference to his fellow men.
Human brotherhood is yect to be realized in this
world. [t never can be under the capitalist-com-
petitive system in which we live.

“I have stated to this court that I am opposed
to the form of our present Government: that I am
opposed to the social system in which we live; that
I belicved in the change of both—but by perfectly
peaceable and orderly means.

“Let me direct your attention to the fact that
m this aysiem five per cent of our people own and
control two-thirds of our wealth, sixty-five per cent
of the people, embracing the working class who pro-
duce all wealth, have but five per cent to show for.it.

“The five per cent of the people that I have
made refereuce to constitute that element that rules
our country. They privately own all our public
necessitics. They wear no crowns; they wield no
scepters, they sit. upon no thrones; and yet they are
our economic masters and our political rulers. They
countr] this Goveroment and a'l of its institutions.

“The five per cent of our people who own and
contro! all the sources of weath, all of the nation’s
industries, all of the means of our common life—it
is they who declare wwr; it is they who make peace;
it is they who control our destiny. And so long as
this is true, we can make no just claim of being a
demoeratic government—a self-governing people.

“I belicve, in common with all Socialists, that
this nagion onght to own and contrdl its industries.
I belicve, as &y Socialists do, that all things that
are jointly needed and used ought to be jointly
owned—that. industry, the basis of life, instead of
bemg the property of the few and operated for their
enrichment, ought to be the common property of
all, democratically administered in the interest of
all,

“John D. Rockefeller has today an ineome of
sixty million dol'ars a year, five million dollars a
month, two hundred thousand dollars a day., He
dues not produce » peuny of it. I make no attack
n+wn M= Rockefeller personally. I dn not in the
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least dislike him. If he were in need, and it were
in my power to serve ‘him, I would serve him as
gla"ly a3 [ woild any other human being. I am

.simply oppousing a social order in which it is pos-

sible for oue man who does absolutely nothing that
18 usefn! to amess a fortune of hundreds of millions
of dollars, while millions of men and women who
work a!l the days of their lives secure barely enough
for existence.

“This order of things cannot always endure
I have registered my protest against it. I recognize
:be feebleness of my effort, but fortunately I am
not alone. There are multiplied thousands of oth-
ers who, like myself, have come to realize that be-
fore we may truly enjoy the blessings of civilized
life, we must re-organize society upon @ mutual and
co-operative basis; and to this end we have organ-
ized a great economic and political movement that
is spread over the face of all the earth,

“There are today upwards of sixty million So-
cialists, loyal, devoted, adherents to this cause, re-
gardless of nationality, race, creed, color or sex.
Tkey are all making comnmon cause. They are all
spreading the propaganda of the new social order.
They are waiting, watching and working through
all the weary hours of the day and night. They are
still in the minority. They have learned how to be
patient and bide their time. They feel—they know,
indead—that the time is coming in spite of all op-
position, al persecution, when this emancipating
gospel will spread among 41l the peoples, and when
this mineority will become the triumphant majority
and, sweeping into power, inaugurate the greatest
change in history.

“In that day we will have the universal com-
monwealth—not the destruction of the nation, but,
on the contrary, the harmonious co-operation of ev-
ery nation with every other nation on earth.

“In that day, war will curse this earth no more!

“I ask no mercy. I plead for no immunity. I
realize that finally the right must prevail. I never
more clearly comprehended than now the great
strugele between the powers of greed on the one
hand and upon the other the rising hosts of free-
dom, )

“T can see the dawn of a better day of humani-
ty. The people are awakening. In due course of
time they will come to their own.

“Wher: the mariner, sailing over tropic seas,
looks for relief from his weary watch, he turns his
eyes toward the southern cross, burning luridly
above the tossing ocean. As the midnight ap-
proaches. the southern eross begins to bend, and the
whirling worlds change their places, and with starry
finger-peints the Almighty marks the passage of
time upon the dial of the universe, and though no
bell may heat the glad tidings, the look-out knows
that the midnight is passing—that relief and rest
are close at hand!

“Let the people take heart and hope every-
where, for the cross is bending, the midnight is pass.
ing, and joy cowecth with the morning.”



