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They Call It The American Plan

By William M. Feigenbaum

They call it the American Plan, because they
want to make the people think that it's the right
thing, the proper thing, the loyal way, the Amer-
ican way.

It is a method left over from the war, when,

if you wanted to put over anything crooked and
dirty, all you had to do was to wave a flag, and
there wasn't anybody to say you nay, because
to do so would be “disloyal.”

They call what they are trying to put over
pow the American Plan—but the war is over,
and we can peep behind the curtain. The war
is over, and we can tell the world that what they
call the “American Plan’ is the plan of the
bosses to establish the rat-hole as the normal
standard of American industry.
 And if they want to call that “American,” they
may. But calling it American doesn’t make it
American.
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The employing class, the bosses, the exploiters,
bave decided that the closed union shop must
go and that the open shop must take its place.

The open shop is the plan under which work-
ers bargain individually with their bosses for
wages and hours and conditions.

The idea is that the boss hires you on what-
ever terms he can haggle out of you; at whatever
wages, whatever hours. That’s his idea of the
American plan. .
~ Under the closed union shop, the workers bar-
gain through their union committees for the best
wages they can get, the shortest hours, the clean-
est shops. the best conditions; wages and hours
and conditions to go for everybody in the trade.

The closed union shop has been established
in many trades; the bosses have organized to
wipe it out. They call what they want the
“American Plan.” and they want the people of
America to back them up by refusing to buy
union made goods, by co-operating with them in
their boycott of everything made outside of their
open shop.
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A few years ago, the clothes that you wear

were-all made in open shops. Men and women
—mostly women~—went to the employer and
haggled with him for wages, for hours, for prices.
If you would work at twenty-five cents an hour,
you would get the job; if another fellow came
along and offered to work for twenty, he would
get your job, unless you were willing to work
for eighteen.

Little by little, the conditions in the garment
shops in the large cities grew worse and worse,
until the filthy, insanitary, unspeakable sweat
shop was the order of the day.

The worker who would accept the lowest
wages set the standard for the whole trade.

The worker who would work longest fixed the
hours of labor for the whole trade.

Shops were dirty, smelly; breeding places of
disease.

Hours were long, and work arduous.

Wages were so low that the young girl work-
ers were in constant danger of being made the
prey. of those vultures who fattened on under-
paid, underfed, soul-starving girls.

Life for these workers was one long misery.

After suffering for years, the workers in the
garment trades broke out in revolt. They struck
for higher wages, shorter hours, better work-
shops. ’ -

And they won. Their hours were shortened,
and they didn’t have to work more than fifty-
four a week. Their wages were raised, until they
were able to get a little of the enjoyment of life
without endangering their souls. Their shops
began to be cleaned out, so that disastrous fac-
tory fires—like the Triangle massacre—became
less and less possible.

They worked for the closed union shop, as the
only means for establishing, and keeping better
conditions. They created machinery to hear all
sorts of complaints on both sides. the
closed shop, and the closed shop alone, that pre-
wvented frequent explosive outbreaks in the shops
whenever there was a quarrel, or any point of dis-

(Continued on Page 5)
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EDITORIAL

Members of the Socialist party are about to
engezge in two drives of more than ordinary im-
portance.

One of them is to push the membership of the
party organization over the 100,000 mark—
where it belongs. Plans for the great sixty day
drive are included in this issue of THE SOCI-
ALIST WORLD. We will not go into detail
about the need for this drive. If you can’t see
it, there’s no use trying to get you interested in
the drive. If you do realize the need of a mem-
bership of 10,000 or more, you will roll up your
sleeves and dive into the work, head first.

The other drive is for general amnesty.

President Wilson was a real liberal. There is
no question about that. But with his apostacy, he
grew bitter, spiteful, hateful, like all apostates;
like the Socialist apostates, Walling, Simons, Spar-
go. He not only swerved a bit from his old faith
—he completely denied it. That is the reason
of his shameful attitude toward political prisoners,

Warren G. Harding, as .a man, is far inferior
to Woodrow Wilson. “We did not” he declared
“go to war to make the world safe for demo-
cracy’”’. And yet President Harding is likely to
be less illiberal, less sviteful, less malignant, than
President Wilson. The reason for the paradox
lies in this: President Wilson is a hard, cold man
with a passion for domination. And whoever
stood in his way was accursed. Mr. Harding is
an easy going gentleman, with no positiveness,
with no well grounded ideas; and he will be the
plaything of events,

It is likely, therefore, that President Harding,
the most reactionary president in a century, may
become the agency for re-liberalizing the country.
Not because he’s that kind of a man, but because
he will have to yield to circumstances and to
divided counsels in his own party. President
Wilson never bent for a single moment. President
Harding will.

We are going to fight through our amnesty
drive, until the stain is wiped clean, until the last
political is released.

No party member can afford to keep out of
the fight.

%5 %3 %

Meanwhile, have you paid your pledge to the
100,000 membership fund? If not, do so at once!

February

Nineteen Twenty-One
A Review of the Month by the Editor.

The year is young yet, the Harding administra-
tion is not yet inaugurated, the ‘“peace and pros-
perity for all” that the people voted for with a
seven million majority hasn’t hbad much of a
chance to swing into action, and yet we are in
the midst ‘of what will be known for all time as
“normalcy.” For Mr. Harding, when he dug
that ponderous old word out of his ponderous
mind, exactly described what he wanted. _

What he wanted was reaction, stark, naked, un-
ashamed. And it is coming.

» * * * *

The first great blow at the people is the Du-
plex decision. By a decisive vote, the United
States Supreme Court decided that labor organi-
zatiors may not use the secondary boycott.

The whole matter is based upon the Sherman
anti-Trust Law, which outlaws any action “im
restraint of trade.” The law, of course, was de-
signed to bust the trusts, and, equally of course,
it didn’t. From the time of the passage of the
law, the corporations began to flourish [ike a
jungle of green bay trees.

But at the same time, the law began to be in-
voked against the labor unions, just as the Four-
teenth Amendment, designed to safeguard the
political rights of the recently emancipated Ne-
gro slaves, was invoked against labor organiza-
tions, while leaving the Negroes without political
rights, as before.

It is all right, the courts declared, for workmg-
men to decide not to buy certain goods. But it
is in “restraint of trade” for them to ask others
to back them up. This “secondary boycott” is
what did the trick. It violated the Sherman ant-
Trust Law.

So after the Supreme Court decided that Sam-
uel Gompers had to spend a few months in jail
for asking members of the labor movement to
belp the Bucks Stove and Range Co. workers in
their fight against Col. J. W. Van Cleve, Mr.
Gompers decided that the time had come for ac-
tion. He began his “non-partisan political pol-
icy for Labor.” He went to convention after
convention of the old parties with his anti-injunc-
tion plank; asking the political brokers to put it in
their platforms.

“Don’t vote Socialist,” said Gompers; “reward
your friends and administer a stinging rebuke to
your enemies.”

It happened that the “friends” always were the
Democrats, and the “enemies” always were the
Revpublicans. . “Labor’s non-partisan political
policy,” of which so much is written in the Amer-
ican Federationist, developed into an auxiliary of
the w. k. Democratic party, because each succes-
sive Democratic convention took a chance and put
the Gompers’ plank into their platforms, having
nothing to lose and two million votes to gain.

Finally, it was pasced. The Clayton Act de-
clared that Labor is not a commodity, and epecifi-
cally exempted organized labor from ths provis-
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jons of the Sherman law when those organiza-
tion:“ were engaged in their usual and ordinary
wor

This left handed and negative declaration that
the Sherman anti-Trust law was not designed to
cwrb the Labor movement was hailed by Gom-
pers as “Labor’s greatest victory in a generation.”
Maybe it was; but when the Supreme Court de-
cided that it is not the usual and ordinary work
of labor organizations to ask their fellow workers
to join them in establishing union conditions in
geir shops, the “victory” seemed to get sick and

e.

As a matter of fact, the decision virtually out-
laws " the labor - movement; and it is significant
that it came immediately after the election
that gave a properly sizned blank check to Mr.
Warren Gamaliel Harding.

At just about the same time, Samuel Untermyer
was forcing Mr. Eugene G. Grace; president of
Bethlehem Steel, to tell a New York legislative
committee that his company refused to sell struc-
tural steel for sorely needed housing facilities to
concerns employing union labor. There didn’t
seem to be any way of judicially discovering that
this was “in restraint of trade,” so Grace got off
with his impaired and shattered conscience, and
ne further damage done.

M * * z 3

Then comes the brazen attempt of the rallroads
%0 hamimer down wages, after the workers man-
aged to get much needed increases, totaling
$600,000,000 (at a cost to the people of
$1,500,000,000 in increased rates).

We have governmental machinery to regulate
wages; but that machinery is so cumbersome that
it takes a threat of a general strike and pretty
nearly a revolution for the workers to get a little
increase in wages. The men who have the ad-
ministration of that governmental machine realize
that nothing comes before profits, and therefore,
each increase in wages is immediately followed
by an increase -in rates, to make up the wage in-
oreases scveral times over,

Now that everybody is hammering down
wages, and getting what they' want, the rail-
roads want to do it, too. They say that they are
“Yosing money.”

Why aren’t the roads making money? That's
easy. It's very largely tricks of bookkeeping.
Instead of making their own cars, for example,
they let out the contracts to outsiders (controlled
by themselves) at exorbitant prices. So their
“expenses” are high, and their rates must be high
to pay them. Thus, as one writer put it, they
vay Peter to rob Paul. That's one trick. There
are many others.

If the railroads were run as a business, instead
as a pawn in an intricate game of financiering,
there would be vast profits even at present rates
and wages. Wages could be raised, rates lowered
and service improved and increased. And still
there would be heavy profits.  But the roads are
eluttéred up with impediments in the shape of
old debts, securities, agreements, ad infinitum,
30 that the better part of the revenues are ab-
sorbed as “expenses” and to reward the finan-
diers for their hard work.

Theoe things are so because certain elements

wanted to make easy money, and they did. The
railroad fortunes are among the greatest in the
country and they are growing. But railroad
stocks show low dividends, or none at all. It's
all a game, and the Goulds, Vanderbilts, Hills,
Harrimans have the benefits while the poor, over-
worked public—that’'s the working class—have
to be saddled with the cost of it all.

All of which proves what you already know,
that capitalism is a peculiarly aggravating form
of robbery. And that the men and women high
up in the Capitalist hierarchy usually get what-
ever they want these days. That’s a part of “'not-
malcy.”

* ¥ L ] * L

All this, of course, ties up with the open shop
fight, and the wave of unemployment, and the
general reduction of wages.

The open shop fight is the most brazen thing
we have seen in many decades. Impudently call-
ing their rat-hole propaganda ‘‘the American
plan,” the bosses are going ahead, creating senti-
mient for the ‘‘equality’” of the worker in the
shop with his employer.

The time is propitious. Circumstances favor
them in their drive to destroy the labor move-
ment.

The giant Amalgamated Clothing Workers of
America, one of the most active, militant and
successful of the great unions, is the especial tar-
get of the bosses. The Amalgamated has cc-
complished more than most unions. [t has re-
duced hours and raised wages; it has cleaned
out the sweat shop system, it has substituted week-
work for piece work. But is has done far more
than that. It has established classes, concerts,
summer camps; it has given the workers litera-
ture, art, learning; something to live for.

And so the bosses have undertaken to destroy
that union, as the most aggressive, the most repre-
sentative union they can find.

If they can accomplish that, the rest will be
~asy.

In this savage drive of the power-drunk master
class, everything goes. The beating down of
wages, the spell of unemployment, the locking of
shops, all take their proper place.

And the vast army of unemployed is the
best ally the bosses have. _
* * * * %

There is nothing that can be done—today.
If there had been a Harding majority of lesser
magnitude than that actually given the Marion-
ette, if there had been a Socialist vote of three or
four million, if there had been a group of twenty
to fifty Socialist Congressmen, something would
be done now. The driving force of a powerful
Socialist minority would be felt.

As it is, the Socialists can do nothing better
than to keep the Socialist propaganda constantly
before the workers. The Socialists are the only
ones who-can explain the meaning of the depres-
sion, of unemployment, of low wages, of the
open shop drive. The Socialists can keep before
the people the final program, the final objects of
the movement, and their relation to the problem
in hand; and also, the immediate proposals of
the Socialiet Party, such as public works, unem-
ployment ingurance, and so on.
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Such agitation carried on steadily and spread
over the entire country will not end the present
unemployment, but it will bring the masses to a
realization of the correctness of the Socialist po-
sition as the only way out. And nothing would
be more salutory to the country today than a
great growth of the Socialist party within the
next few weeks and months, and a series of
startling election victories in the cities this Spring.

» . % * *

At the same time that the drive on labor is
gathering force, the enemies of the workers are
engaging in another drive, even more sinister.

Militarism, and a war scare; and the war scare
is the best walking delegate of militarism. This
time it is Japan. Long after the end of the “last
war,” America is engaged in precisely the same
feverish and insane armament race that Germany
and France and Italy and Austria were engaged
iIn seven years ago, and that led to such awful
-résults. .

We are building ships, after the sole “menace
to the world’s peace’ is shattered and its fleet at
the bottom of the sea. We are spending $500,-
000,000 a year alone on new huilding, and God
knows what else is being spent. The annual ex-
penditures are already over four thousand mil-
lions, Capitalism is clamoring for taxation upon
net retail sales (which is the most burdensome tax
of all to the workers), and exemption of business
from the burden of taxation for the program that
business is clamoring for.

Let us hope that within a short time, an Amer-
ican Liebknecht will show the connection between
the American Krupps and the feverish war prep-
arations,

The race hatred game is booming. The Ku
Klux Klan, with its organized and romantically
trapped savagery, is here in full force; anti-Sem-
itism, anti-Japanese movements, anti-Negro
movements, are working overtime, all well
financed, all accomplishing the much-desired end,
the division of the workers into mutually hostile
campas.

¥ * * * *

On top of all these sinister events, we have
new revelations of the depths to which our en-
emies will go. The last link in the Mooney
frame-up is found; and yet Tom Mooney is still
in prison, and with him, the labor movement of
the Coast is imprisoned. ,

The confession of a renegade private detective
throws a vivid light upon the methods of the re-
action in the hectic days of the recent “'red raids™
and party splits. How many of the “‘revolution-
ary” leaders of the Socialist movement who un-
dertook to “‘capture’” the Party were actually in
the pay of private detective agencies, we do not
yet know. How many of the “Communists”
who are still bitterly attacking ihe party, and
who are successful in sowing dissension and dis-
trust in the Socialist ranks are “‘operatives,”™ we
do not know. But this we do know, that no in-
considerable portion of the ‘‘revolutionary™
movement is composed of men who entered the
movement deliberately to get its members into
trouble, and to "‘shake down'' the big capitalists
to support the detective agencies, who would
*discover” ‘‘radical’”’ activities. Then, there

would be another “shake down' at $10 per “op-
erative’” (who would get $3 'or $4 for himaself),
who would instigate more ‘“‘radicalism’—and so
on and so on.

ese “operatives” were told to join all the
radical organizations in sight.

“Spies in the I. W. W.,”" writes a Federated
Press correspondent, *‘were ordered to dress in
old overalls and old shoes, and not to shave.
Spies in the various communist parties were al-
lowed to dress somewhat better, but instructed to
talk violently all the time. They were especially
urged to preach the virtues of the ‘Red Army’ and
to advocate the overthrow of the United States
Army.”

And there we have the source of the clap trap
about the "bourgeois’” character of the Socialist
Party!

3 * * 3

As time passes, the wisdom of the Party’s po-
sition in the matter of the International becomes
more and more manifest.

It was sound and proper instinct that led the
Party emphatically to reject the Second Interna-
tional. The unforgivable sins of that organiza-
tion were that it permitted the principle of coali-
tion government, and that the principle of “"Burg-
frieden' or Civil Peace, was permitted.

It was likewise sound and proper instinct that
led the Party to desire to join an organization
that included the Russian Communists, those So-
cialists who are translating theory into practise.

But the wisdom of refusing to accept member-
ship in that organization without reservations is
becoming more clear with every day’s news.

The great blunder of the Moscow organization
was the promulgation of the 21 points, defining
terms of admission, just as colleges lay down 15
points for would-be students to pass examina-
tions upon before they can get into college.

The great Unified Party of France met in con-
gress at Tours. Jean Longuet, worthy grandsoa
of Karl Marx, was unwilling to accept the 21
points. ‘“When we come to Moscow,” he de-
clared, “we come as equals, not as inferiors.”
Marcel Cachin, the Spargo of France, the Simons,
the Walling, the Gaylord of France, who out-
jingoed even the mad and insane Gustave Herve,
accepts the 21 points,

Longuet was anxious to maintain unity, and he
asked if he would be permitted to remain in the
party if Moscow prevailed in the balloting. His
Comrades know him and love him; and they
wanted to have him with them, even though they
might disagree with him for the moment.

But Moscow sent an emissary and then an an-
gry message, insisting upon the “‘exclusion” of
Longuet as'a condition of affiliation. And so the
great French party was split, Cachin the traitor
remaining; Longuet, the giant of the party, being
thrown out!

Similarly in Italy; the mighty party that had
weathered so many storms, was instructed to
“exclude’ certain ‘‘traitors.”” The “‘traitor’” in
Italy was Serrati, whose ‘‘treason’ consisted in
agreeing with the workers that at a certain mo-
ment, the time was not yet ripe for revolution.
Moscow thereupon insisted upon his “‘exclusion™
as the condition of affiliation. The ltalian party
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thereupon refused; not so much because they op-
posed the letter or the spirit of the.vanous points,
but beeause they insisted upon going to Moscow
as equals, not as inferiors. tak'mg 9rdera on mat-
ters upon which they were infinitely better in-
formed than any one else.

Then, the Communists, so-called (mostly new
members, recruited since the Russian tevolutlon.).
withdrew, and organized a “real’’ communist

par'lt{c Livorno (Leghorn) congress is the sever-
est setback that Moscow has thus far sustained._
Shortly after the Italian congress, the Swiss
Comrades voted by referendum for th'e fifth or
sixth time not to accept the 21 points‘ mthput res-
ervations. Upon which, the minority withdrew
and organized a new ‘‘real” communist party.
And a8 week or two later, the tiny Grand Duchy
of Luxemburg had a congress; the vote was 97
for reservations to the 21 points; 21 for uncon-
ditiona! acceptance. The 21 then withdrew and
i “real” ist party.
orgamzod 2 real* commun tg_ ty. .

There is one task that lies before the Socialist
moveméat in America. We have enumerated
the grave dangers that face the American worker.
We are assailed on every front; the Capitalist en-
emy has brought everything to bear upon us,
bores, foot, artillery. - Our job is to fight them.

And the way to fight them is—to fight them!
If we engage in discussions about the 21 points, if
we discuss dictatorship and democracy; if we
have our minds pn what Gregory Zinoviev thinks,
rather than upon what faces the American work-’
ing class, we are doomed. And justly so.
* K x * 3

The vast numbers of “‘communists” whe an-
grily trooped out of the Socialist party two years
ago have appealed to the “masses.”” They have
had plenty of time—and they have had their
minds in Moscow; they have spoken Moscow's
language, they have adopted Moscow’s way of
thinking even to using Russian words and meth-
ods of organization. The Communist partics
have done just what Moscow would have had our
party do, with the result that they have-all told,
less than 5,000 members in all the Communist
groups in the country together.

We want to line up with our Russian Comrades.
We want to back up the Russian revolution.

And the way to do it is to build up our Amer-
ican movement,

Here are pointed out some of the problems.
They require clean thought, Socialist thought.
Are we ready to meet them?

That is what every Socialist party member in
America has got to ask himself today!

They Call It The American Plan

(Continued from Page 1)

agrecment between the two sides. It was theciused
shop, by the creation of this machinery, tha't made
it possible to adjust disputes and complaints on
both sides by impartial boards of arbitration—
and it is a significant thing that the one man
who is leading the fight against the closed shop
in this industry and the destruction of the unions
is the same who years 2go led the fight as attor-
ney for the employers for the destruction of this
machinery of arbitration.

Every little while, the bosses would become
restive at these conditions, and seek to restore
the old conditions. They broke their agreement
again and again, forcing the workers to strike
again and again, making the closed union shop
stronger and stronger each time.

And after a series of strikes, they finally estab-
Lished the following in the garment industry:

They had the 44-howr week, with ample
time for leiture and enjoyment of life—
something they never had in the old open
shop days.

They were paid by the week instead of
by the piece, and the standard of wages was
set high enough for a decent, wholesome life.

They established a high standard of sani-
tation, safety and cleanliness for their fac-
tories, and they compelled the bosses to live
up to these standards of factory decency.

the legislature of New York repealed

e factory fire safety law, the workers,
throssh their union, enforced its provisions,
smyhow.

They entered into agreements with their
employers not to hire non-members of the
union, compelling the employing class to
establish a standard of human decency in
this industry unknown before the closed shop
was established.

In return, they entered into a compact
with their employers to keep up a high
standard of efficiency in their work, AND
THEY KEPT IT UP.

. That is what the unions in the garment

industry did for the trade. That is what the

closed shop meant; the clean shop, the de-
cent shop, where men and women were no
longer slaves—as they had been in the sweat
shop days.

* * =z =

That’s what the unions did in the shops.

Then they turned their attention to the work-
ers in the home.

Most of the workers in the garment trades
were men and women who had had no oppor-
tunity of educating themselves, of getting the
better, the finer things of life, because of open
shop conditions.

As soon as the unions succeeded in getting the
closed shop in these trades, the organization be-
gan to look after the welfare of the workers in
their homes. '

They established weekly papers, sending
them to every member, so that they might
keep abreast of what is going on fn the
world.

They established lecture courses, so that
the workers might hear the best lectarers in
subjects like literature, art, history.

They established classes to tcach thel
members English, literature, history, ece-
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momics, music, parliamentary law, citizen-

‘They established centers for clean, wb?le-
some amusement, such as singing, dancing,
swimming, the playing of clean and whole-
some games; for concerts.

They established summer camps, to give
their members decent and inexpensive vaca-
tions with their own fellows.

They established dental clinics, so that
their members might get the best dental at-
tention at the expense of their union.

And thus they managed to give tens of
thousands of human beings clean, whole-
some, decent amusement and instruction,
taking them away from the temptations and
.the vulgarity of the streets, salvaging a limit-
less amount of human material that would
be headed for wreckage were it not for the
closed shop, letting in light and beauty and
love where before were dJarkness and
despair.

All this and more has been done by the
various unions of the International Ladies’
Garment Workers’” Union, and the Amalga-
mated Clothing Workers’ Union.

All this, and more, is the result of the
elosed shop, established by the work of the
valiant tailors and cloakmakers and dress-
makers in their unions.

This is the work that the bosses want to de-
stroy in their rat-hole campaign, hypocritically
calling it the “American Plan’!

2 * ¥ 3 %

Is it any wonder that the bosses, in their mad
desire to break up the closed shop, selected the
two unions of garment workers as their first
victims?

Is it any wonder now why it is that the em-
ployers selected the unions that have accom-
plished so much by the closed union shop as the
victims of their lock-out conspiracy? Why is it
that the bosses challenged these two great inter-
national unions to a life-and-death struggle, hop-
ing that they might benefit by current conditions
s smash them? Why is it that the bosses have
gone into the courts, endeavoring to destroy, as
an illegal conspiracy, the unions that accom-
plished these things?

Is there any doubt any more as to the real
meaning of this :Atgeriianiiaﬁon" campaign?

x

There is one great industry that is ‘‘American”
today. That is steel.

A couple of years ago, the workers in the steel
industry tried to establish the closed union shop:
but Mr. Gary, chief exponent of rat-hole **Amer-
icanism,” smashed the attempt. He got Federal
judges to work with him, and the Prussian mailed
fist of militarism, and state Cossacks—but he
smashed it. *“Americanism’ had to be main-
tained, you understand, even if every constitu-

tional guarantee of the workers had to be do
stroyed in the process. It was maintained.

What was this Americanism that **Judge’” Gary
80 cherished that he sent General Wood to mur-
der working men who objected to it?

It was the open shop. That was its funda-
mental basis. That was the principal element.

Now, if you want a job, you have got to nego-
tiate with Mr. Gary's agent yourself. You can’t
bargain collectively through your union; that isn’t
Garry's “American Plan’.

So we find about five hundred thousand men
in the steel mills working twelve hours a day,
seven days a week. They don’t do it because
they want to or because they like it. They do
it because under the ““American’ plan, the man
who is willing to work longest sets the standard.

We find the men working for wages set by
Mr. Gary’'s board of trustees—and he is inter-
ested, as president of the board, to turn over a
favorable balance sheet to his trustees and to his
corporationn membership. The result is—miser-
ably low wages.

We find that as soon as the workers band them-
selves together for the purpose of bettering their
conditions, they are fired. They find spies in
their midst, reporting anyone who starts any *‘rad-
ical” talk about organizing. They find they are
in complete, utter And abject subjection—indus-
trial, social and political.

As a result, the life of the average steel worker
is a classic in misery, planlessness, aimlessness,
deadness. They are perfect examples of the
open-shop type of ““Americanization’"!

Now, dear friend, which plan do you like?
The Garry system, the “American Plan™ of the
exploiters and skinners and robbers?

Or those things established by the unioms
where there is a closed shop?

Which represents the best Americanism?

Which plan benefits the majority of the people?

* ¥ % ¥ *

The drive for the ‘“American Plan™ is a
menacing, sinister thing. If it succeeds, it will
throw all American industry back into the Gary
slave pen plan, into the rat-hole method, back
into the sweat shop. The bosses are trying to de
it now, because they think they can get it ever
in this day of unemployment and uncertainty.

ey will win, unless——

Unless the whole working class UNITES aad
refuses to be stampeded. Unless the workers
unite in their unions and in the Socialist Party
to get the powers of government and of industry
out of the hands of the masters, out of the hands
of the skinners, out of the hands of the hype-
crites who so smugly call themselves the oaly
“Americans.”

Unite to restore the closed union shop, the
only American Plan of industry.

Unite to loosen the grip of the Capitalist class

upon the lives of the American peoplel




Release °*GENE DEBES

Every Liberty Loving American Should Join in the

DEBS AMNESTY CAMPAIGN

Organized and Conducted by the Socialist Party for

THE RELEASE of DEBS @ ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS

(1)

(2)

3)

(4)

(1)
(2)
(3)

(n

(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

THIS IS THE PLAN OF CAMPAIGN:

Circulation of nation-wide Petition to Congress urging release of political prisoners. A million
signatures and the endorsement of ten thousand labor unions by April 10th will make an im-

pression -on Congres.
Amnesty Headquarters will be opened in Washington on March 4th with an Amnesty Lobby
to stay on the job until Debs and the others are released.

Big Demonstration in Washington on April 13th and 14th, the second anniversary of Debs’
imprisonment. Delegations from Socialist, Union, Liberal, Suffrage and other groups in all parts
of the country will participate. The program includes:

Mass Meetings

A Parade

Presentation of the Petition to Congress

Picketing of Congress and the White House

Interviews by the delegations with their respective Congressmen and Senators.
Commencing April 20th, a week after the demonstration, small delegations of one, two or three
members from unions, lodges, clubs and other groups will visit Washington for the purpose of

interviewing the Senators and Congressmen from their respective districts. At least one such
delegation will be in Washington EVERY DAY until Amnesty is granted or Congress

adjourns.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

‘Sign the petition yourself and secure additional signatures.

Make a contribution to the Amnesty Fund to meet the expense of this campaign.
See that your union, lodge, club, church or local endorses the petition and sends a delegation
to Washington.
WHAT EVERY LOCAL MUST DO

Circulate the Petition. A house-to-house canvas mist be made and every possible signature
secured within forty days.
Hold amnesty mass meetings where possible and distribute amnesty leaflets everywhere,
Circulate contribution lists for the Amnesty Fund to defray the expvenses of both the local and
the general amnesty campaign.
Send a delegation to Washington on April 13th and 14th.
Wherever possible, put one or more women on your delegation who will volunteer for picket
duty.

This is the plan of campaign. Its success depends upon how much you really care about Debs’

release. If you care enough to support this effort, to industriously and enthusiastically work for the
support of your friends and acquaintances and of the organization to which you belong, we will wia.

If the million people who voted for Debs will sign the petition and get behind this campaizn,

ammesty will be secured.

AND REMEMBER THIS
‘Gene Debs Says—“l do not want amnesty for myself alone. I want the UNCONDITIONAL

RELEASE of every political prisoner”.

ON TO WASHINGTON! LET’S GET THEM ALL OUT!
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OFFICIAL PARTY BUSINESS

NATIONAL REFERENDUM

Proposed by the 2nd Ward Branch, Local
Milwaukee Wis.

‘““Whereas, Section I, Article VIII of the Nation-
al Constitution of the Socialist Party provides
that there shall be held *‘a National Convention
of the Socialist Party each year,” and

“Whereas, The holding of a party convention
in 1921 is not necessary, besides entailing the
expenditure of a considerable amount of money
and energy which could be put to better use in
org:nization work, therefore, be it

“Resolved, That there shall be no National
Convention of the Socialist Party in the year
1921; further

“Resolved, That the National Executive Com-
mittce be and hereby is directed to take such
mexsures as are necessary to carry into effect the
purpose of the resolution.”

The above referendum has received a sufhicient
pumber of. seconds to entitle it to be submitted.
However. protests against its submission upon
grounds of constitutionaliy as well as party ex-
pendiency have been received from Local Cook
County, lll., and the Jewish Branch of Local
Mitwaukee. The submission of the reterendum
tive Committee at its meeting March 5th upon
is being held up pending by the National Execu-
the protests field.

OFFICIAL PARTY BUSINESS
February 7. 1921.

Natiomal Executive Committee Motion No. 18
By Melms.
Submitted Jan. 22. Closed, Feb. 3.
“That the National Executive Committee re-
consider its action with references to the holding
of party convention in Detroit, May, 1921.”
‘ Vote.
Votmg Yes: Melms (1).
Voiing No: Brandt, Hagel, Henry, Mailly, Oneal,
Roewer (6).
Motion Lost.
National! Executive Committee Motion No. 19
By Melms.
Submitted Jan. 22. Closed, Feb. 3.
“That we hold in abeyance the holding of the
convention until such time as the membershlp has
had an opportunity to vote on the referendum
which bas been mmated by part of the member-
ship i Wisconsin.”

Vote.
Voting Yes: Melms (1).
Voting No: Brandt, Hagel, Henry, Mailly, Oneal,
Roewer (6).
Motion Lost.
Resignation of Comrade John Hagel as a member

of N.E. C.
Otto Branstetter, Sec'y., Feb. 10, 1921.
Chicago, L
Dear Comrade:

My duties in connection with the Oklahoma
Leader make it next to impossible for me to at-

te{xd the meetings of the National Executive Gom-
mittee, and for that reason | deem it best to
herewith resign as a member of the committee.

Fraternally,
(Signed) John Hagel
National Executive Committee Motion No. 20
(Executive Question)
“Shall the resignation of Comrade Hagel be
accepted?’
Voting Yes: Brandt, Henry, Melms, Oneal (4).
Not Heard From (At time of going to press
February 25th): Mailly, Roewer (2).

Affirmative action.

NATIONAL OFFICE SOCIALIST PARTY
Receipts and Expenditures

Month of January, 1921.

Receipts
Accounts Receivable .. ........... $ 200.29
Convention Stamps .............. 87.00
Defense and Amnesty ............. 12.50
Dues———Natlonal Rezular .......... 991.05
Dual ...oonvunnn. 121.25
“ Y.P.S. L ..., 18.50
Literature and Supplies sales........ 291.02
Loans .....ciiiiiiinnn... e 350.00
Miscellaneous . .................. 25.22
NewDay .......ccoiva.... . 179.43
Organization Fund ............... 724.11
Prison Comfort Club . ............ 141.34
Rent ... oo i 206.00
*Socialist World . . ............... 1,127.23
WagesFund .................... 8.00
WastePaper .. ...... ... .. 2.00
$4.485.74

¥3$1,112.30 of Socialist World Receipts was
paid in as dues and applied on Socialist World
subscriptions.

Expenditures

Credit Memorandum—Cashed. .. ... $ 3.50
Electric Light . ... ... ... ... ... 24.44
Federated Press ................. 20.00
Freight, Express and Drayage. .. .... 135.05
Legal Expenses ... ............... 50.00
Loans (Repayment) .............. 250.00
Mimeograph Supplies . ............ 19.70
Organizers and Speakers.......:... 337.47
Prison Comfort Club S 15.68
Postage ......... . ciieiueun.. 269.86
Pnntmg U S S 700.00
Sundry ‘Expenses ................ 289.04
Telephone and Telegraph.......... 108.33
Wages ......c.ccneevncannne ce-e. L717.10

$3.940.17
Receipts over Expenditures. ........ 545.57

$4,485.74

Trial Balance

Cash overdrawal, 1|}[21........... 2,007.63
Cash Overdrawal, 1|31j21.......... 1,462.06
Surplus Receipts—January......... 545.57
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The Convention Agenda

The final agenda for the next convention of
the Socialist Party will be drawn up by the Na-
tional Executive Committee at its meeting in
Boston, March 5th. It will be printed in full in
the March number of THE SOCIALIST
WORLD.

The preliminary agenda was made up by the
Agenda Committee at its meeting at National
Headquarters on January 29th. The report has
been widely printed in the party press, and used
as a basis for discussions for the final agenda.

The following is a summary of the prelimi-
nary agenda:

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Motion No. |—That the Socialist Party of the
United States rencw its application fo?r membership
m the Communist International upon the basis of
complete acceptance of the twenty-one points of
afhliation.

Motion No. 2—That the Socialist Party of the
United States renew its application for membership
in the Communist International with the reservation
that we accept no binding formula for the attain-
ment or organization of the Sucialist society; and
retain complete autonomy in matters of membership,
organization and tactics and in regard to our pro-
gram and declarations regarding questions wgich
are primarily of domestic concern.

Motion No. 3—That the Socialist Party of the
United States co-operate with the Socialist Parties
of other countries in the formation of a Socialist
International upon a basis of no formulas and the
imternal autonomy of the national parties.

Motion No. 4—The Socialist Party of the United
States considers that its paramount duty is to build
a powerful, revolutionary, Socialist organization in
this country. It is, therefore, resolved to devote all
of its energy and resources to this task, believing it
to be the most valuable service it can render to the
cause of International Socialism. Until this task is
accomplished, or until a different decision is reached
by a succeeding national convention, it is resolved
to remain without international affiliations.

PARTY POLICY AND TACTICS
Military Appropriations

Motion—That no elected representative of the
Socialist Party shall be permitted to vote for mili-
tary or naval apprqpria!iona.

Relations With Other Political Parties

Motion—City, county and state organizations of
the Socialist Party may form coalitions or working
agreements with other political parties or organiza-
tions opposed to the Republican and Democratic
Parties and which serve as a medium of protest or
reform, when conditions and circumstances justify
such procedure in order to advance the interest of
the working class in any particular locality.

PRINCIPLES AND PLATFORM
Political Action

Motion No. 1—Political action, as understood
and advocated by the Socialist Party of the United
States, is participation in elections for public offices
and practical legislative and administrative work in
line with the party platform with the object of gain-
amg control of all powers of government in order to
abolish the present capitalist system and establish
a Socialist society.

Motion No. 2—Political action, as advocated by
the Socialist Party of the United States, is any
qrganized, concerted endeavor on the part of the
working class to influence the processes of govern-
ment, particularly the participation in elections for
public offices and the utilization of such positions
when won fer the enlightenment, beotteraent aad
aemancipation of the workers.

PROPAGANDA

Daily Newspapers
Motion—That this convention elect a committes
of five members for the purpose of studying the
feasibility of establishing a chain of daily Socialist
papers and of making a report with recommenda-
tions to the next national convention of the party.

Women Voters

Resolution~—Wherecas a large number of womem
citizens have been recently enfranchised and

Whereas, the women of the working class are gen-
erally less conscious of their political class interests
and more backward in making use of the ballot to
further such interests than the women of the capital-
ist classes,

Therefore be it Resolved, that the National Execu-
tive Committee be instructed to make special efforts
to extend.the propaganda among women in order
that the women of the working class may be edu-
cated and organized to use their franchise in sup-
port and defense of their class interests.

In addition, a large number of changes in the

Party’s constitution are proposed.

Motions for the agenda will not be argu-
mentative, but will state the case clearly and
succintly., Where there is more than one alterna-
tive, alternative motions will be made (as for
example, the four motions under the head of
International Relations). The convention
discuss every possibility under the various -alter-
native motions, and then adopt its stand.

It is not the purpose of the motions for the
agenda to constitute arguments and platforms;
the convention will adopt motions on the var-
ous subjects presented to it, and then draw up
resolutions, platforms, theses, manifestoes and
proclamations in accordance with the stand
adopted.

LET'S GET THEM ALL OUT

The Amnesty Campaign is under way. The
Petitions to Congress, copies of resolutions to be
adopted by labor unions, and two amnesty leaf-
lets have been forwarded to all local organiza-
tions.

Comrades Wm. H. Henry, Charles Seh!, Esther
Friedman, Mary McVicker, Ida Crouch-Hazlett,
Winnie E. Brantetter, Dan A. White and Andrew
Lafin are starting on a series of amnesty meetings
commencing February 27th. Additional speakers
and organizers will be placed in the field as rap-
idly as they can be secured.

The circulation of the petitions should be
pushed vigorously by every local and by every
party member. Local organizations should not
depend upon the haphazard circulation of these
petitions at meetings of the local, or at public
propoganda meetings. A very insignificant num-
ber of signatures will be secured in this manner.
A systematic house to house canvass should be
made with these petitions. Every comrade who
really wants the release of political prisoners can
find some time in the evenings and Sundays for
a careful house to house circulation of these peti-
tions in his own precinct. This method will
result not only in a greatly increased number of
signatures, but will also bring the party workers
in contact with many sympathizers and some
avowed Socialists with whom they are mot
acquainted.
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Party members circulating the petitions should
make careful note of particularly favorable pros-
pects and keep the names of all such for the
local organizers. The names of a large number
of prospective members will be secured by this
means and should be of tremendous advantage
to the local.in its membership campaign.

These two big efforts of the party organization
-—the Amnesty Campaign and the Membership
Drive—can be carried on simultaneously and

'

the activity in each campaign be made of assist-
ance in furthering the work of the other.

The recent ruling of the Department of Justice,
which cuts Comrade Debs off from all commun-
ication with the outside*world, should spur every
comrade on to renewed efforts in the work we
have undertaken.

On to Washington!
LET’S GET THEM ALL OUT!

The Membership Drive

To Be Big Feature of Hundred Thousand Membership Campaign.

March, a Red Month — April, Debs" Month.

To be marked by intensive organization and membership work.

As an additional incentive to the comrades to do their utmost towards making the
eampaign a success and boosting the- membership a long way towards the Hundred Thousand,
valuable prizes will be given to State and Local Organizations and individual members securing
the largest number of new members during the months of March and April.

PRIZES FOR STATE ORGANIZATIONS.
Grand Prize

To the State Organization Securing the Largest
Number of New Members (Conditional on the
number being not less than 2,000)

Dodge Touring Car.
(For the use of the State Organizer in his work)
————
Second State Prize

To the State Organization securing new mem-

bers representing the largest percentage of in-

crease,
Red Silk and Gold Banner.
(36x54 inches in size, complete with Flag Staff
and cover.)

The custody of this banner, for the remainder
of the year to be given to the branch organization
in the winning state which secures the largest
number of new members. The custody to be
transferred every six months thereafter to the
local securing the largest number of new members
in she preceding six months.

LOCAL BRANCH PRIZES
First Prize
To.the Local or Branch securing the largest
number of new members during March and April,
Red Silk and Gold Banner
4Same as described above. Value $100.00)
—-—o———
Second Prize
To the Local or Branch securing the second
lagsgest number of new members,
Library of Fifty Cloth Bound Books.
———o-——-
Third Prize
To the local or branch securing the third
largest number of new members,
Library of Thirty Cloth Bound Books
———
Fourth Prize
Te the local or branch securing the largest

percentage of increase in membership,
Library of Twenty-five Cloth Bound Books
——o——
Fifth Prize
To the local or branch securing the second
largest percentage of increase in membership,

Library of Fifteen Cloth Bound Books

. —o—
INDIVIDUAL PRIZES

First Prize
To the comrade securing the largest number of
new applications, conditional upon the number
being not less than fifty,
Solid Gold Watch (Suitably Engraved)

——-o——-
Second Prize
To the comrade securing the second largest
number of new applications, conditional upon the
number being not less than forty,
Library of Twenty-five Cloth Bound Books
———
Third Prize
To the comrade securing the third largest num-
ber of new applications, conditional upen the
number being not less than thirty,
Librery of Twenty Cloth Bound Bocks
——
Fourth Prize
To the comrade securing the fourth largest
number of new applications, conditional upon the
number being not less than twenty,
Library of Twenty Cloth Bound Books
———
Fifth Prize
To the comrade securing the fifth largest nam-
ber of new_applications,

Library of Ten Cloth Bound Books
— o —
Twenty Second-Class Prizes
To the twenty comrades securing the tweaty
mext largest number of new applications
One copy of Irwin St. John Tuckes’s
History of Imperialism.



SOCIALIST WORLD 1

Twenty-five Third-Class Prizes
To the twenty-five comrades securing the
twenty-five next largest number of new applica-

tions
Party Emblem Watch Fob.
— ) wm—

MUST VALUABLE OF ALL.

Fo each of the fifty comrades securing the
prizes listed above

A Personal Signed Letter of Appreciation
from

Eugene V. Debs.

RULES AND INSTRUCTIONS

b. The contest opens March Ist and closes April 30th.

2. Locals and branches intending actively to enter this
contest (which should include every branch in the party),
&ther to secure the branch prizes or to assist their State
to capture the state prizes, must file a complete member-
ship report with their State Secretary not later than
March 7th, showing the exact number of members in
good standing on March lst.and the number of members
m arrears for four months or less.

3. Members more than four months in arrears need
not be reported and such members rejoining during the
months of March and April will be considered and
counted as new members for the purpose of the dontest,
whether they pay up back dues and are reinstated or
whether they are admitted as new members.

4. Locals consisting of central bodies composed of
delegates from a number of branches are not ehgible for
the Local or Branch prizes. For the purposes of this
contest a local means a single organization without
branches, such as exist in the rural districts, towns and
smailer cities. A branch is a single organization in a
precinct, ward or district, or of a language federation,
which is a part of a central local such as exist in the
larger cities. For example: Local New York or Local
Cook County (Chicago) cannot enter the contest for the
Local or Branch prizes, but every branch belonging to
those locals can and should.

5. Paid party organizers or secretaries are not eligible
for the individual prizes. The intention is that these
prizes go to the comrades who personally secure the ap-
plications, not to an organizer who may turn in or report
the applications secured by ten or twenty members of his
branch. We want Jimmy Higgins to have these prizes.

6. In computing the number of new members secured,
only those applications which are accepted by the local
or branch to which they are made, and upon which at
least one month’s dues have been paid, are to be counted

7. As a means of checking up the number of new
members secured, it is required that the application card
of each new member be completely filled out—showing
date of application, the name of the party proposing the
vew member (which should be the comrade who secured
the application and who is to receive credit in the con-
sest for individual prizes), the date the applicant was ac-
cepted by the branch and the ‘signature of the secretary;

s¢ cards must-be forwarded to the state secretary (not
to the National Office); the branch secretary may make
a duplicate or a copy of the card for the branch orJocal
recerds, but in either case a completely filled out card
with the original signature of the applicant must be sent
to the State Secretary, who will forward it to the Na-
tional Office. This is a requirement of the Postal Regu-
lations and the only condition upon which the new mem-
ber’s name can be placed on the mailing list of The So-
cialist World.

8. In sending application cards to the State Secre-
tary, Local secrétaries. should be careful to separate the
new applications that count in the contest and the cards
filled out by old members for the purpose of getting their
names on The Socialist Wdrld.

9. Each State Secretary will be furnished free with a
rubber stamp, “Membership Contest,” for stamping all
sards sent to the National Office for new membera se-
cored during the period of the contest.

10. Al applications counted in the contest must be
pted between March lat and April 30:%
All branch organizations should hold a special meeting
on April 30th for the purpose of accepting the lateat
applicants in order that they be counted in the contest.

“*Gene Debs, We Are Here!”

Eugene V. Debs made an appeal through the
columns of THE SOCIALIST WORLD for the
membership to pay off the debt of the party. As
a result of that appeal, the Organization Fund
was organized, a number of Comrades pledging
themselves to a certain amount each month until
the membership of the party reaches 100,000—
where it belongs.

One of the first replies to the appeal was from
a Socialist bank president in a large Pennsylvania
city, who sent in his pledge for $10 a month, and
wrote:

“Because | happen to be a banker some of
our Comrades say that | am in the eriploy of the
Capitalist class. At the present time, we are all
serving the Capitalists, because we hdven't sense
enough to work for each other. | am trying to
do my bit; it is up to US to get 100,000 mern-
bers. Let’s get the members! Then we can do
something worth while. We have piddied along
and fought each other long enough. Let's fight
the natural enemies of mankind and society.
Come on; let’s go!”?

At about the same time, the following letter
walss sent to Comrade Debs in prison by two little
girls:

made and

Princeton, Ind., January 20th, 1921.
Mr. Eugene V. Debs,

Dearest Comrade:—

We are two little girls, ages 8 and 12. We have
been wanting to write to you for a long time but
Father said wait till after the Holiday rush. We
have heard you speak in our town. My Mother.
my Grandmother and Great Grandmother all
voted for you this time. My Great Grandmother
is 86 years old. She rode in a car 28 miles te
vote for you.

We were saving our pennies for Christmas and
we had sixty-one in our bank. And we heard
they were taking a collection for the political and
industrial prisoners. So we told Father we would
rather give it to this fund than save it for Christ-
mas. We got four more pennies which made 65,
one for each year of your life and sent them.

Hoping you are with us again soon we remain

Your little comrades
Susanna and Lillian Whitusan.

With that spirit, we can’t be licked!

Who's next? Fill out the following blark. and
send it in to this office AT ONCE:—
THIS IS MY ANSWER TO
COMRADE DEBS
I promise to pay to the National Organization
Fund of the Socialist Party, the sumof $......___..
each month untill we have

ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND MEMEERS
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Y. P. S. L. NOTES

The former Manhattan League has -amalgamated
with Bronx County and Kings County, forming a Cen-
tral Committee and calling itself the Greater New York
League. Dur progress in reorganization has been phe-
momenal. We have at present seven circles in New
York County (Manhattan), three in Bronx County and
two'{n Kings County (Brooklyn), making twelve circles
in a

Three more “Independent” circles in Brooklyn are
debating the issue of whether to affiliate with the party
or not, and a split is certain, with the result that we will
have at least two of the three with us before long.

Elections have been held and the following were

ed:
M. Novick, Organizer,
H. Bordman, Financial Secretary,
Y. Mandell. Treasurer.
The above named were elected by referendum vote
of the entire membership.

New Circles Organized
Gardner, Mass.—Miss Elsie Huttunen,
Washington Street, Gardner, Mass.-
Fitchburg, Mass.—Henry Puranen, Organizer, Box 468,
Fitchburg, Mass. )
Maynard, Mass.—Miss Alice Hckkala,
Douglas Avenue, Maynard, Mass.
Chester, Mass.—Qssian Sander, Organizer, Box

Chester, Mass.

Organizer, 87

Organizer, [0
18;

3t. Louis Circle No. | has decided to put its mem-
bers on the mailing list of The Socialist World. The re-
porta sent in to the National Office by Comrade Elsie
Spitz, Secretary, show that the organization is wide
awake and preparing to make a record for constructive
work during 1921,

OUR MOVEMENT IS SECULAR
Editor Socialist World:

Dear Comrade: In the January 15 issue is a
scathing denunciation of William M. Brown's
book, “Communism and Christianism,”” and its
misrepresentation of Socialism and its relation to

religion. I think you are right in your condemna-
tion. But some time ago an article by John M.
Work, taking the position that Socialism and re-
ligion are closely identified, met with no rebuke,
notwithstanding the fact that every Socialist or-
gan of any note, prior to the late war, has flatly
denied that any relationship existed between
them, and the further fact that our national plat-
form contained the same denial in 1912.

Is an effort being made to merge the Socialist
party into a religious organization? If so, permit
me to suggest the idea that Mr. Brown's effort is
as legitimate as Mr. Work's. And, furthermore,
let me say, both these men in- writing as they do
are doing the cause an irreparable injury.

The Socialist movement - is secular, and the
party as an organization is neither for, nor
against, religion. Whenever it gets to be, it will
become disrupted. It ought to, because its use-
fulness will have come to an end.

CHARLES F. RANDALL.
Capron, Okla.

Editor's note. Our correspondent’s point is
interesting, but his exception is not well taken.
The review of Dr. Brown's book was written by
the Editor and intended to state the party’s posi-
tion in the matter of religion, a position that was
challenged by the author of “Communism and
Christianism.” John M. Work’s article was a
signed contribution, for which he alone is respon-
sible. When he says, “*Socialism will give religion
the biggest boost it has had since the days of
early Christianity,” he is speaking for himself
alone. Comrade Work is herewith challenged by
our Oklahoma comrade to defend his stzte-
ment.

¢

WHY AMNESTY?

L5 Joscpk L. Cohen

Many men and women are still in prison in
this country for having expressed their opposi-
tion to war. They are in prison because they
voiced their opinions during the war. They
did befcre and can again offer the same senti-
ments with all the sirength of language at their
command in time of peace, and they will not be
sent to jail for doing so. Their offense was “a
war time” offense,

In other words, the wrong which they did, if
it may be called a wrong, was to exercise their
constitutional right of free speech. The constitu-
tional right of free speech does not-say or imply
that it is to be of no effect in war time, as against
peace time. The constitutional right of free
speech is equally valid at all times. And by that
token, every act, such as the Espionage Act, is ut-
terly and absolutely unconstitutional.

As a matter of common justice, it might be
advisable to see if the framers and enacters of the
Espionage Act have not brought odium upon
our democratic institutions, if they have not to
that extent overthrown our constitutional form of
goveraraecat.

Certainly, the Espionage Act is against the
very spirit and fibre of true American principles.
And the whole framework of procedure which
has been set up with it is thoroughly anti-Amen-
can.
This is especially so with regard to the idea
of permitting the Chief Executive to exercise
his “‘clemency”’ in pardoning such as he may deem
“repentant.”” The idea of Executive clemency
is a farce in practice and a menace to democracy
in precedent.

It means that one man—temporarily in power
—is to represent the conscience of the nation for
the time, as though the nation’s conscience
changed every four years. It is the idea of a su-
preme authority vested in one man such as is ut-
terly monarchistic, and which should have no
place in our institutions.

The very notion of pardoning political pris-
oners is based upon the false assumption that
the king can do no wrong, that whoever differs
from him must of necessity be lawless, and that
the king may be lenient with those who have of-
fended him. It is but a new coat upca thas old
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soarccrow “‘lese majesty.” It is thoroughly re-
pugnant to every American tradition.

We could have a case~—and this does not re-
quire an unreasonable stretch of the imagination
—where a kaiser, king, emperor, prime minister
or president brings his people into the shambles
of war., He can, through a course wise or fool-
ish, permit himself to become so involved in fig-
uring to save '‘the national honor’ after a certain
fashion, that he cannot extricate himself without
war. And this even independent of whatever
pressure is brought upon him by commercial in-
terests' to make war outright. So war comes.

Irstead of the way being left open to those
who seek by peaceful measures to serve the na-
tion, the man guilty of having let loose war, star-
vation, pestilence and destitution, throws the
mantle of so-called imperative necessity about his
conduct, and prohibits criticism and discussion.

This is nothing but the essence of monarchism
I its most abominable form. A democrat would
shudder to avail -himself of such power; only a
tyrant would use it against a political opponent.

If we have not reached this pass in the rise to
antocratic power of the industrial oligarchs of
America, are we far removed from coming to it?

What have we before us in the case of Eugene
V. Debs and the other political prisoners? We
have those who were bitterly opposed to Prussian-
ism, whether in Germany or here. We have
those who, in time of most serious jeopardy for
American rights, were upstanding Americans,
These men and women are in jail to safeguard
American democracy. Without men and women
such as they, democracy might be snuffed out in
America.

If political tyranny is to be at large in this
eountry, then outspoken advocates of democracy
must expect to be in jail. There can be no com-
promise about that.

And particularly must free men and women
expect to be under thesban if they are concerned
in preserving political democracy in order that
force alone shall not become the means of set-
tling social disputes, and if the methods of civil-
ized beings are to be used for the solution of grave
industrial problems. Those who find in- the
mailed fst the first aid of plutocratic power must
needs send the advocates of democracy to prison.

And those who stand out against the man
on horseback must expect to be ridden down
by him.

In calling for a general amnesty, what the
shocked thousands of American men and women
hope for is that the great hurt which our institu-
tions have suffered during the war and after
may now be healed. More than that it is meant
that the constitution may be restored to full
strength, and that there may be a new birth of
liberty for the nation.

The demand for amnesty comes from those
among us who still wish that this nation may not
be permitted to descend the steep path to mon-
archism in government or industry that spells the
disaster which has come to Europe.

The demand for amnesty comes from those
who do not despair for democracy in this coun-
try, who know only too well that the long lane
of despotism in the old world has come to a
very abrupt turning, and that militarism and war
do not defeat humanity, but only drive it along
a bloody and cruel road to its salvation,

Can those who have the power of good and
evil in this nation be made to understand? Can
they look beyond their cramping horizon to a fair
and free destiny for America?

If they can, they will heed the cry of the toil-
ers of the land, set the political prisoners at lib-
erty and do what they can to wipe off the record
that story of the attack upon our demoaracy.

.

Fares, Dividends, Wages and other things

By Victor H. Lawn

While New York City is still reeling from the
blow of Governor Miller's plan to put the fate
of the city’s transit in the hands of a commission
kindly disposed towards the corporations. rail-
road trunk line presidents announce 200,000 of
their employes arc out of work and wages must
be cut. Thirty-six lines, an official statement
says, have failed to earn operating revenue and
28 taxes and fixed charges in January. So what
was at first a local question has suddenly become
a- national issue of Arst importance.

The New York problem is still invested with
that political color which characterized the same
stage of the national fight which resulted in the
passing by Congress of the Esch-Cummins bill.
It is doubtful if the metropolitan fight will ever
be divorced from its political entanglements. But
analyzed carefully and without partisanship, the
self-styled plight of the railroads is fundamentally
“identical with the receiverships existing or threat-
eaced in the New York municipal district.

Congress last year was besieged and besought
to pass the Esch-Cummins bill guaranteeing rail-
roads a certain return on their investment, ad-
vancing loans into the hundreds of millions and
generally bolstering up the FINANCIAL condi-
tion of the various trunk lines. At that time no
question of service was raised as a measure of
compensation from the railroads and the only
protection the employes got was by virtue of the
anti-strike clause being eliminated.

There was, however, ‘'much condemnation of
the Government control exercised during the war.
The roads, so the officials stated, lost millions
because of the Railroad Administration; the lines
were in a terrible condition, they said, and equip-
ment ‘'was on the verge of breakdown. Aside
from the fact this was not the truth the railroads
carefully refrained from telling how they had per-
mitted their properties to rot during the period
just prior to Government operation in order to
discredit the Federal control. As yet they have
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net arnswered the charges t)f union men that fires
ere permitted to burn out in locomotives, ren-
:enn' g these great engines virtually scrap iron.

Later, after the roads had been returned, they
gave the lie to themselves by calling in the Govern-
ment to run the lines under the same unified con-
trol as before in order to break the shopmen's
strike and to clear up the congestion which had
held the entire nation in its grip.

Socialists never held any brief for the form of
Government operation exercised during the war.
Aside from the active sabotaging on the part of
the railroad executives designed to discredit the
unified operation, the United States saddled a
great burden upon itself by guaranteeing divi-
dends and interest to all the roads, and this de-
spite the fact many roads-were losing propositions
or in the hands of receivers. Government owner-
ship and operation was never given a trial,

fn New York City receiverships have been
forced for the simple purpose of abolishing trans-
fers, discontinuing routes and ‘getting increased
faree. This is such general knowledge the com-
panies themselves -have admitted it and the case
has been stated even in Congress..

Both the national systems and the local trolley
Bnes, “L’" roads and subways have “lost” money
because of their dishonest organization and even
more dishonest management.

Modern transit systems are exceedingly sim-
ple in their complexity. A corporation is formed
to eperate a certain line, it gets a franchise, floats
a bond issue, declares an outlandish size stock
issue and then proceeds to operate with the idea
of “earning” enough to pay the interest on the
bonds, set aside a certain amount to pay off in-
debtedness, to return let us say six per cent on
its capital stock (usually ten times the actual
value represented) and also to set aside a little
surplus to cover depreciation, replacement and
then some. After a few years business is so good
the capital stock is doubled and the same sys-
tem has to furnish sufficient money to pay the six
per cent on the increased capital.

Then the directors and bankers get the bril-
Eant idea that a holding company should be
formed to take over this line and another organ-
ized and operated in the same manner. But be-
fore the holding company takes possession an-
other stock issue is declared, the dividend rate is
raised to eight or ten per cent. and everything is
fine. Now this holding company has to guaran-
tee the two original lines ten per cent. return on
absolutely unwarranted capitalizations each, and
then, on top of that, must guarantee the owners
of its own stock issue let us say six per cent. on
®s own -outlandish capitalization.

‘This goes on a while and then the same pro-
cess is repeated, so that after a few years we have
some such system as the Brooklyn Rapid Transit,
where the B. R. T. is attempting to pay a five or
six per cent. return to its own stockholders on a
grossly exaggerated capital stock—but not until
it has paid, in the form of rentals and annuities,
vicious amounts to the underlying companies
which it has absorbed in the course of years and
to which it has guaranteed twice as big returns
28 tha Lizes, themselves, could ever possibly have

earned.

Thus are great systems built, on “water™ and
deceit, and the people are expected to foot the
bill without protest.

It is because of this fundamental economic er-
ror that the Socialist Party is interested in the
howl of the railroad executives and in Governor
Miller's transparent attempt to turn over control
of the municipal lines to a hand-picked eommis-
sion of three.

The Socialist Party wants the railrcads and the
city lines operated for SERVICE and not for
PROFIT.

The Socialist. Party says perfect service, per-
fect equipment can be provided at four, three or
two cents per ride, and that universal transfers
can feature the city owned, city operated, non-
profit-making lines.

The Socialist Party wants no capital stock,
wants no dividends, sees no necessity for wild-
eyed bond issues. The city will be owners, the
taxpayers will be “stockholders” and they will
see the system is operated in their interests—
maximum of service at minimum of cost—ijust
as the stockholders of today see to it the system
is operated in their interests now—minimum of
service at maximum of profits.

The same applies to the national railway sys-
tems which the Federal government should oper-
ate, to electricity, gas, mines, telegraph and ether
utilities. Abolish profit from social enterprises.
That is the Socialist attitude on transit, railroad
and allied questions. When that is done the
workers will be a long step on the road to libera-
tion.

Socialism is fundamentally the abolitien of
the profit system, and the elimination of profits
from public utilities is a good place to start.

AFTER FIFTY YEARS

by Frederick Engels
(Conclusion)
In France

Slow propaganda work and parliamentary act-
ivity are recognized there, too, as the next task
of the pary. The results are not lacking. Not
only has a whole string of municipal councils
been captured; even in the Chamber of Deputies
there are fifty Socialists, and these have already
overthrown three Cabinets and one President of
the Republic.

In' Belgium last year the working men forced
the granting of the electoral franchise and won
in a fourth of the voting districts. In Switzerland,
in Italy, in Denmark, yes, even in Bulgaria and
Roumania, the Socialists are represented in Par-
liament. In Austria all parties are agreed that
our entry into the imperial council can no longer
be prevented. We are bound to get in, that is
certain; the only question now is, by what door?

And Russia

And even in Russia, whenever the celebrated
Zemskiy Sbor shall be assembled, that national
convention which young Nicholas is trying ia vain
to prevent, we can count on it with certainity that
we shall be represented there too.
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It goes without saying that our foreign com-
rades do not relinquish their right of revolution.
TFhe right of revolution is after all the only actu-
all “‘historical right,”” the only right upon which
all modern States wthout exception rest, including
even Mecklenburg, whose revolution of the no-
bility was ended in 1755 by the inheritance agree-
ment—that glorious charter of feudalism which
is still in force to-day.

The right of revolution is so irrefutably recog-
sized in the pblic consciousness that General von
Bogslavsky out of this popular right alone derives
the right of forcible usurpation which he justifies
on behalf of the Emperor.

Tke Social Democracy

But whatev:' niay happen in other countries,
the German Sc:al Democracy occupies a parti-
cular position, and hence has at least for the pre-
sent a particular task. The two million voters
which is sends to the ballot box, together with
#he young men and women who, as non-voters,
stand behind them, constitute the largest and
sompactest mass, the decisive corps of the inter-
mational proletarian army.

This mass furnishes already over a quarter of
she votes; and it grows unceasingly, as shown by
the elections for the Reichstag, for the separate
state legislatures; for the municipal councils, and
for the industrial courts. Its growth goes on as
spentancously, steadily, and uninterruptedly, and
at the same time as quietly as a process of nature.

Al the efforts of the government against it
have shown themselves to be futile. We can to-
day count on two and a quarter millions voters. If
that keeps up, we shall by the end of the century
win the greater part of the middle strata of so-
ciey, both small tradesmen and peasants, and
shall become the determining power in the land
before which all other powers must bow down,
whether they want to or not. To keep this growth
goingz uninterruptedly, until of itself it overtops
the prevailing system of government is our chief
task.

And there is only one means by which this
steady increase of the militant Socialist forces in
Germany could be momentarily checked and even
set back for a time, viz., a conflict with the army
on a large scale, a blood-letting like that of 1871
at Paris. In the long run even this would be over-
come. Take a party which runs up to millions and
all the magazine guns in Europe and America
togethet would not be sufficient to shoot it out
of existence. But the normal development would
be checked, and the end of the conflict would
be delayed, prolonged, and accompanied with
heavier sacrifices.

The irony of history turns everything upside
down. We; the “revolutionists,” the “revolters,”
prosper far better by lawful measures than by
anlawful measures and violance. The law and
erder parties, as they call themselves, go to ruin
wnder the legal conditions which they themselves
bave established. They cry out in despair with
Odilon Barrot; la legalite nous tue, “lawfulness is
killing us”; while we, under this lawfulness, are
gelting firm muscles and rosy cheeks and are the
picture of cternal life. And if we do not so com-

pletely lose our wits as to let ourselves be drawa
into a street fight just to please them, then there
remains nothing else for them to do finally except
to break down this lawfulness themselves, which
has proved so disadvantageous to them.

For the present they are making new laws
agaihst revolts. Again everything is turning up-
side down. These anti-revolt fanatics of to-day,
are they not themselves the revolters of yester-
day? For example, did we conjure up this civil
war of 1866? Did we drive the King of Hanover,
the electoral Prince of Hesse, the Duke of Nassau
from their legitimate and hereditary lands, and
then annex these countries? And now these
smashers of the German confederation and of
three grace-of-God crowns complain about revolt!
Quis tulerit Gracchos de seditione querentes?
Who could permit Bismarck’'s worshippers to
complain about revolting?

Meanwhile let them pass their anti-revolt laws,
and make them still more stringent; let them turn
the whole criminal code caoutchouo; they will
accomplish nothing except to furnish new proof
of their impotence. In order to get at the Social
Democracy effectively they will have to make
entirely different measures.

The Social Democratic revolt, which just now
can only be checked by a counter revolt of the
law and order party which cannot exist without
breaking the laws. Herr Roessler, the Prussian
bureacrat, and Herr von Bogslavsky, the Prus-
sian general, have pointed out to them the only
way by which perhaps they can get even with the
workingmen who will not let themselves be en-
ticed into a street fight, breach of the constitution,
dictatorship, a return to absolutism, regis volun-
tas suprema lex! Courage, therefore, gentlemen,
no lip-puckering will answer here; you hawve got
to meet your own conditions!

But do not foget that the German empire, as
well as all the small states composing it, and in
general all modern states, are the product of a
treaty; a treaty first of the princes among them-
selves, second of the princes with the people.
and the other side is then no longer bound either.

If one side breaks the treaty, the whole treaty falls
A Lesson from History

It is now 1600 years ago, almost to a year,
that likewise a dangerous revolutionary party
was carrying on its work in the Roman Empire.
It undermined religion and all the foundations
of the state. It denied absolutely that the will
of the people was the supreme law; it was father-
landless, international; it spread out over all parts
of the Empire, from Gaul to Asia, and evem
beyond the limits of the Empire. It had for a
long time worked underground and in secret,
but for some time past it considered itself strong
enough to come out into the light. This revo-
lutionary party, which was known by the name of
Christians, also had a large representation & the
army. Whole legions were Christians.

When they were ordered to attend the saori-
fice ceremonies of the’ established heathea re-
ligion to perform the honors of the occasion, the
revolutionary soldiers carried their impudence so

(Concluded on next page) '



16 SOCIALIST WORLD

National Executive Committee Protests

The Socialist Party of the United States,
through its National Executive Committee
has issued the following statement:—

The National Executive Committee of the Soc-
ialist Party, in the name of decency and humanity,
raises its voice in protest against the vindictive
persecution of Eugene V. Debs as outlined in
the latest policy of the Department of Justice.

The visiting and writing privileges, which are
allowed the most vicious criminal prisoners, have
been revoked in the case of Debs and he is prohi-
‘bited even from sending %is weekly letters to
his wife.

The occasion for this brutal order, issued di-
rectly from Washington, is the blistering criticism
of President Wilson contained in Debs’ statement
of February first. For this criticism the expiring
administration seeks to break the spirit of Debs
by isolating him from all contact' with friends
and relatives. He is-being punished because he
dared to criticise his imperial jailer at Washington.

Bx this cowardly act the administration makes
its last days more infamous than the three years
for which it has been repudiated by a tremendous
popular vote.

Unable to stand the free criticism of citizens
In war, it seeks to torture.its caged victims in
peace. Like guilty cravens those who will shortly
surrender their power and slink out of Washing-
ton seek to break the spirit of a man who in
nobility and intellect towers mountains high
above them.

We warn the masses that this vindictive hate
is directed .towards them for whom Debs speaks
and for whom he has sacrificed his liberty. Debs
refuses to crouch before his jailers or to surrender

[ HERE THEY ARE!

Live, Snappy Leaflets on Amnesty, the
Open Shop and Unemployment.

FOUR PAGE LEAFLETS

WHAT DID DEBS SAY?
_ OUT OF A JOB.
DON’T BE A TOMATO.
IS UNEMPLOYMENT NECESSARY?
IS THE OPEN SHOP AMERICAN?
MILLIONS OF MEN IDLE,

The above four page leaflets are now
ready for shipment. Price 40 cents per
hundred; $3.00 per 1,000; $2.50 per 1,000
in lots of 5,000 or more.

TWO PAGE LEAFLETS

WORK OR FIGHT! WHY AMNESTY?
THE OPEN SHOP IS UN-AMERICAN.
THE FREE AMERICAN WORKING MAN.
WHAT WILL THE WORKERS DO NOW?

The above two page leaflets are now
ready for shipment. Price 25 cents per
“ hundred; $2.00 per 1,00; $1.50 per 1,000

in lots of 5,000 or more.

. Order from THE SOCIALIST PARTY
220 So. Ashland Blvd., Chicago, Il

>

one item of his convictions to please the betraycrs
of the best historical traditions of the nation.
Debs refuses to sink to the level of Woodrow
Wilson and his bureaucrats.

In the name of Humanity we protest against
this venting of a personal spite in the closing
hours of a repudiated adminstration. We earnestly
appeal to the organizations of the workers and to
all other sympathetic organizations and citizens
to join us in a tremendous protest against this
exhibition of hatred and revenge.

We urge them to hold mass meetings of pro-
test, to wire their congressmen and senators, to
adopt vigorous resolutions and secure publicity
for them.

Mobilize all the agencies of popular opiniéon
against this display of vengeance. Organize for
amnesty for all such victims of this dying admi-
nistration. Demand an end to the insolent usur-
pation and black reaction-that has characterized
the administration of Woodrow Wilsen and his
official advisors; an end to persecution; an end
to official vengeance; an end to the intolerance of
the bigots and sycophants of Wilsonism; an end
to reactionl!

Unite in a nation-wide demand for the im-
mediate release of the prisoners of conscience and
honest beli-’s.

National Executive Committee
Sociaalist Party.

(Concluded from page 15)

far that by way of protest they struck into theix
helmets peculiar emblems—crosses. Even the
customary floggings by the officers, with the cat-
o'-nine tails of the barracks, were fruitless. The
Emperor Diocletian was no longer able to lock on
while order, obedience and discipline in his army
were being subverted. He took hold energetio-
ally while there was yet time.

He issued an anti-Socialist, or rather an ant-
Christian, law. Assemblies of the revolters were
forbidden, their meeting halls closed or even torn
down, the Christian emblems, crosses, etc., were
forbidden the same as red handkerchiefs in Sax-
ony. Christians were declared incapable of hold-
ing state offices, and could not even become lance
corporals in the army. As they did not yet have
at that time judges so carefully trained to observe
a “respect for the person” as contemplated by
Herr von Koeller's anti-revolt bill, the Christians
were forbidden to resort to the courts at all. This
exception law also proved ineffective.

The Christians tore it down from the walls
with contempt; aye, it is said that while the Emp-
eror was in Nicomedia they set fire to the palace
over his head. He revenged himself by the great

" persecution of the Christians which took place

in the year of 303 of our era. It was the last of
its kind; and it was so effective that seventeen
years later the majority of the army consisted of
Christians and the next succeeding monarch of
the whole Roman Empire, Constantine, called
by the priests the Great, proclaimed Christianity
as the state religion.



