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Conditions Brought on By the Government Ours Wishes to Ally With.

DUBLIN, Ireland, May 22—t is pos-
sible that even amid the excitement of
the Cuban War and despite the all-
"absorbing labors of the 8. L. P. of
" in its prosecution of the far
. more important class war. there may
' have reached the United Siates some

" {nformation sufclently explicit to oring
home to the minds of our Comrades
there.the alarming fact that in Ireland
at thé present moment & large section
of the population are suffering from a
Jack of food, amounting to actual
famine. i

But as such news I8 bound to be dis-
counted in its importance by the fact
that it only filters through to the people
by the medium of a sensational press;
and as It is almost certain to be accom-
panied by suggestions for remedies
ridiculously inapplicable to the evil it-
salf, T have venttired to set down here
a few of the facts which came under
my own observation, in a recent tour
through the distressed districts, and

_ lso some of the reflections which as
. & Soclalist were forced upon me by
M facts,

THE FAMINE STRICKEN DIS-

: TRICTS.

The particular district through which

.1 extended my Investigations is that
kmown as the County of Kerry. My
tour comprised within {ts area the por-
tion of the county extending from the
town of Kenmore round the southwest
coast to what {8 known as the town of
Cahireineen. This is the famine-
stricken district of that county. It is
composed almost entirely of mountains
and bog land.

From the point of view of the
picturesque nothing can be finer than
this countryside, sea and mountain

" combining to charm the eye; but from
the point of view of the people who
have to extract a living from the culti-
vation of the soll no place on earth
would be more dismal or less encourag-
ing. There is no such thing as a large
farm in the neighborhood, from five to |
& Fale ThE extént

of holdings, and the dwellings of the
people, exterior and interior, being of

to the relief of the sufferers we un-
doubtedly would have, moré liberal ap-
plication of public funds to the relief of
distress might certainly be expected,
but any statesmanlike effort to PRE-
VENT FAMINE BY REMOVING THE
CAUBE would only come by the appli-
cation to fgriculture of those “wild”
Socialist theories for which our bour-
geols patriots have, or profess, such an
aversion. For these people I have
spoken of are not suffering’ because of
the existence in their midst of an
“alien” government, but because of the
failure of that system of small farming
and small industry on which they de-
pended for their existence, to overcome
the natural difficuities presented by
their rugged coast and moist climate.
Even landlordism, the curse of the Irish
race in times past, and the clog and
- hindrance of all administrative bodies
in the present, is only in a minor degree
responsible for the present crisis, The
root cause lies in the system of small
farming and small industry. Isolated
on his little plot of ground which in the
best of times scarcely affords more than
a bare subsistence, the Irish peasant
reaps none of the benefits of the prog-
ress of civilization, knows nothing of
the wonderful results of the organiza-
tion of industry, his mental horizon is
bounded by the weekly ‘‘patriot” news-
paper crammeéd with tales and legends
of ancient Erin and her chivalry, and
destitute of all scientific or economic
enlightenment to help the Irish of to-
day, and thus when the full hand
of disease is stretched forth over the
poor potato crop each peasant strives
to avert the catastrophe by his own
effort and thus falls an easy victim to
the blight which an organized people
could easily avert or render innoccuous.
In the present instance the two disas-
ters which combined to produce the
famine, were both directly due to the
want of such co-operative effort as it
would be the first duty of a Soclalist
republic to organize, and without such
Socialist reorganization the perpetual
recurrence of these scenes of misery
may be regarded as a certainty, no mat-
ter whether our government be Irish or
English, alien or native.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
THE IRISH AND ENGLISH CAP-
| ITALIST '

ter ma¥ ‘be
The Irish member;of Parllament {8 in-
variably a political adventurer depend-

the rudest and most comfortless de-
scription.  Almost all the population
engage during the season in the fishing
off the coast in their own boats, but as
these vessels are only of the smallest
description they can not venture far
from land, and in consequence they
« have had, during the past year, the mor-
tification of seeing the larger and better
equipped boats of other nations come
to thelir shores and reap the harvest of
the sea before it reached them. At
the same time the potato crop was at-
. tacked with the blight and the greater
part of It destroyed, rendered quite unfit
for food, and as the potato forms the
staple diet of the entire people this
second loss was indeed the crowning
stroke to their misery. Round a great
part of this district it is the custom for
the shopkeepers to advance the neces-
saries of life to thelr customers during
the winter and spring, and to receive
repayment for same out of the proceeds
of the fishing in the summer, but the
_ practical failure of the fishing last year
rendered iho latter engagement impos-
sible. The debts remain unpaid, the
- credit of the customers with the shop-
! - keeper and of the shopkeeper with the
wholesale merchant is now exhausted,
bankruptey is imminent, and starvation
walks abroad through the land.

INTENSITY OF DISTRESS.

T have personally visited and verified
numerous cases in which the whole
family have not even had the luxury,
of potatoes since September, 1897, but
have been living for months upon TWO
diets, and for weeks upon ONE DIET
PER DAY, and that diet composed ex-
clusively of Indian meal and water,
without even milk to wash it down.
! have conversed with schoolmasters
who told of children fainting on the
schoolroom floor for want of food. I
have geen women, mothers of families,
for the sake of half a dollar’s worth of

. Provisions walk seven miles to a rellef
comn:ittee, wait three or four hours and
Lave to walk the same distance

back, have heard from the lips of eve-
Witnessos ‘(whose credibility I can

Youch for) of the produce of shellfish

mixed with meal and boiled in water

eagerly devouréd by one famish-
ing family, and of the carcass of a dis-
eased cow serving as food to another,
Bave visited districts in which disease
(to which  this physical weakness

A on by hunger makes these
People peculiarly subject) had seized
Tearly every house, until the place was
Justly described as ‘‘one vast hospital,”
in short, I have in one short tour of
; weeks' duration seen an amount
of misery so great as to justify the

. sullerers and all humane men in taking
every means in their power to hurl
Into destruction the power whose ad-
ministrators and “‘statesmen” either
could not or would not remedy the evil
and prevent its occurrence.

BOURGEOIS LEADERS AND GUIDES.
But the leaders of the Irish people
2t present are themselves as little cap-
able of formulating any real remedy
for the evil taat even were the forces
of England annfbilated to-morrow, and
E::lom‘;n Rule °°“.,‘l‘:llmelnu installed in
¢ conditions which
ve produced the

* would

llar ruin in the
Greater promptitude {n coming

ing upon notoriety to demonsirate his
usefulness to the party paymasters,
therefore he must occasionally create a
, “scene” in the House of Commons, or
make a ‘“fiery” speech outside. Thus
does he earn his salary and justify his
existence to those who subscribe ft.
The English member of Parliament, on
the other hand, is as a rule a wealthy
capitalist who occupies his position in
virtue of his having made certain dona-
tions to the party exchequer, of being
donor-in-chief to local charities and
chief financial mainstay of the local
branch of his party orgaalzation.
Therefore he is not expected to show
signs of political activity, but only of
a plethoric purse. THE IRISH NA-
TIONALIST POLITICTAN IS THE
FINANCIAL DEPENDENT OF HIS
PARTY, THE ENGLISH POLITICAL
PARTIES ARE THE FINANCIAL
DEPENDENTS OF THE CAPITALIST
POLITICIANS. To use a homely simile,
the difference between the English ahd
Irish bourgeois politicians is simply the
difference of attitude between the man
who has caught a train and the man
who is running to catch it. The English
party politiclan comfortably ensconced
in the train of fully dominant capital-
ism, only requires to SIT TIGHT and
smile his scorn of the voting cattle
whom he calls his fellow-countrymen,
but the Irish party politiclan not yet
able to realize an assured Income inde-
pendent of political activity, has not
caught 'the train, and in his rush for it
avails himself of every means possible
to win the favor of his fellow country-
men that they might be induced to help
him into the same position as his Eng-
lish rival.

CLASS DISTINCTIONS AND POL-
ITICS.

The mass of the Irish people being en-,
gaged in agriculture, the Irish “patriot”
bourgeois seeks to win their favor by
demanding legislative enactments in
the interest of the farming community,

pulsory purchase of landed estates in
order to establish peasant proprietory,
State help
State subsidies for lines of Irish steam-
ships trading for Irish ports, govern-

fact, he invokes the aid of the State in
a menner calculated to put to blush
even the most hardened Fablan, and
seemingly totally inconsistent with that
individualism on which capitalism is
based. But when meastres in behalf of
the working class are mooted, when
legislative interference between capital
‘and labor is the subject of debate, then
the identity of interests between the
English and the Irish bourgeois is made
at once apparent by the all but unani-
mous front both parties present against
such “Interference with the liberty of
the subject.” |

- In this respect, it will be observed,
they are only repeating the tactics of
the bourgeols parties of all countries.
Grasping the power of the State, they

fight against the pretensions of the
landed , regarding it then as
their savior and a potent instrument
of the world's welfare; but once freed

tion and confronted dy a demand that
the State power should extent its benefi-
cent operations over the entire com-
munity, «nd raise the wage-slave in his

Land Courts to give fair rents (?), com-
in constructing railways, -

ment loans for harbor construction; in

have ever used it remorselessly in their:

from the danger of aristocratic domina.- -

turn to freedom, then the State becomes
to the bourgeois anathema, rarely fit
to serve as a gigantic policeman for the
protection of the private property and
furtherance of the private interests of
the possessing class.

THE ENGLISH CAPITALIST PAR-
TIES (LIBERALS OR RADICALS)
had always looked upon the Irish with
contempt in the past, until the year
1885, when a lightning flash of class-
consciousness suddenly illumining their
understanding they recognized inm the
Irish Home Rulers the image of their
own younger brothers, séeking

the same ends as themselves,
by methods foreign to the English bour-
geois of to-day perhaps, but neverthe-
less wonderfully similar to those his
fathers had employed at a similar siage
of their economic development. Out of
the sudden recognition of this economic
affinity arose, over the Irish Home Rule
bill, the so-called Union of Hearts (of
the Irish and English politicians), a piti-
ful travesty of that free union of free
peoples which Soclalism alone can bring
to fruition. But this alliance from
which Irishmen hoped so much was of
necessity short-lived. The Englishman,
at first cordial in his friendship to the
Irish agitator who only wished to mould
Ireland on the political and economic
pattern of England, suddenly cooled off
when he reflected that if the political
freedom of Ireland would indeed hasten
the economic development of that coun-
try; then English manufacturers would
be the first to suffer by the entrance on
the industrial battiefield of such-a com-
petitor. Better keep Ireland fettered,
even at the cost of a standing military
garrison, than to allow her freedom and
see her develop into another rival In
the race for the markets of the world.

The Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain
and most of the wealthier men of the
Liberal party had reasoned so all along
and therefore remained Liberal Union-
ists, opposed to Home Rule and Irish
measures in general. After the first
flush of their love for Ireland had cooled
a little, and given time for the selfish
passions to reassert their sway, such
arguments and reasoning made such
wondérful headway among “the leaders
of public opinion” throughout England
that the Home Rule proposal at the
very next election received a crushing
defeat from which it is questionable if
it will ever recover,

THE HOME RULE BILL.

As Ireland lacks nearly all the requi-
sites for an industrial country, the fear
that inspired this revulsion of public
opinion was, I believe, entirely baseless,
but the result itself is by no means re-

abortion ever folsted upon a people in
the name of self-government. The net
result of all this play and counter-play
of political and soclal forces during the
last twenty years i{s the utter discom-
fiture of the middle class politicians.
the falsification of all their prophecies,
and the wreck of all their organizations.
_Added to this the various “splits” in
the Home Rule camp, by leading the
politicians to attack one another, have
revealed to the astonished eyes of the
multitude the sorry character of the
men whom they once idolized.

THE EFFECT OF THIS SITUATION
upon the problem caused by the present
famine may be briefly told. The.
lish Liberal allies of the Home
party represent, as I have pointed out,
a fully capitalist nation, or, more ac-
curately speaking, a nation in which
capitalism is generally dominant and
no longer requires the aid of the State
to maintain its internal prestige over
reactionary forces.
and to such a party the State is a
veritable Frankenstein, and to the dom-
inant class a thing to be restricted and
fettered in every way. But the Home
Rule party represent an imperfectly de-
veloped country, in which LAND and
not CAPITAL is dominant, and which,
therefore, requires the aid of the State
to free itself from the fetters of feudal-
ism. The famine, the direct product of
this imperfectly developed state of in-
dustry and agriculture, can only be
effectually grappled with by the State,
and thereupon the Home Ruler advo-
cates State aid, but in so doing receives
little if any aid from the English Lib-
eral, who instinctively shrinks from
any proposal which might tend to popu-
'larize the idea of State interference.
Thus the Home Ruler, our Irish bour-
geois politician, is landed in a hopeless
dilemma. He knows he will be utterly
ruined without the English Liberal
alliance, nobody will believe in him,
nobody will subscribe his salary, he will
be dropped like a useless tool. And the
English Liberals will not assist him in
his demand for State aid, if he pushes
it, they will relinquish him. But his
constituents, the Irish agricultural pop-
ulation, who belleve State ald to be
their only hope, will repudiate him if
he does not demand it. In such a hope-
less quandary the Irish patriot parties,
save the mark, flounder along without
a definite policy, without a programme,
without hope for the future, each sep-
arate party seeking to hide its confu-
slon by emitting, like the cuttle fish, a
shower of abuse upon its rivals, who
retaliate in kind, until the waters of
Irish politics stink in the nostrils of
decent Irishmen.

Two recent plans prove this:

-First—Thanks to the clashing of
bourgeols interests, the famine pursues
its way unchecked.

Second—The class-conscious Irish
members grow in strength, in hope and
in’ public confidence.

* JAMES CONNOLLY.

. The numerous calls that have come
in for the New Bedford “What

to |
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In such a.country -

IR TRAITORS.

fbe Debate in Congress on War
; Expenditares.

Atiitude of the Silver and the Gold
tants—They Are Agreed Upon
izing the War, that they Them-
melves Brought on, to the Purposes
they Had in View by Bringiog it on®
“Flunder—They are Violently at Odds
+ Bow the Plunder Shall be Divided
Batween Them- Each Wants an Outlet
for his own Metal. v

It is now fully a month since a flerce
debate is going on in Congress. The
subject of dispute is a certain bill to.
provide ways and means to meet the
present war expenditures. Roughly
speaking, the combatants are divided
on party lines-—Republicans on one
side, Demo-Populists on the other. On
the Republican side, the bill, as pre-
sgnted, is supported, including a clause
to issue interest-bearing bonds to the
amount of $500,000,000; on the Demo-
Populist side, the bill, as a whole, is
generally supported, but objection is
raised to the bonds-issuing clause. The
battle raged on that point in the House,
where the bill originated and was put
through; now it is raging in the Senate
on the same point.

The arguments on the two sides are
substantially suppressed by the capital-
ist press. Occasionally a casual remark
is published as having been made by
one side or the other. But nothing like
wreproduction of the scene that has
been enacting in Congress is given.
Aud for good reason. An approximate
photograph of what is going on could
not fall to convey to the masses some
idea of the treason that is going on in
Congress, and which, not one, but both
combatants are engaged in. This is the
situation:

THe Secretaries of War and Navy
have submitted estimates of what the
wer expenditures are expected to be.
The largest of these estimates does not
g0 beyond $25,000,000 a month, and all
of them claim that the war will not
last three months. Provision for $100,-
000,000 would, accordingly, be ample.
The bill, however, demands authority
to issue interest-bearing bonds to the

mount of $500,000,000, L. e., for $200,-

1000 more than it is expected the war
will cost if it last a whole year. Eyi-
dently the Republican capitalists are
anxious to make hay while the sun
shiines. No less anxious are their Dem-
" es, as will appear.

ow, then, our two séts of "pntrilou"'q

lock horns in Congress upon this issue.
And what are their arguments?

On the Republican side Wsis urged
that the country is in danger; at such
times the chaffering over a dollar more
or less is not only unbecoming but un-
patriotic. Our soldiers are moving, our
Navy is in-the front, our flag is im-
perilled unless sustalned. Is this the
time for unseemly partisan wrangles?
Is this the time for petty party quar-
réls? The country needs money, The
country asks for it. It is the duty of
every patriotic American to give it
Vote for this bill and for the bond issue.
—Thus speak the Republicans.

Thereupon the Demo-Populist side

dn-ag follows: It is true the country

- true it needs money;

and we are ready to give it; but we

are not ready to give it in the way you

want; you can have all the money you
want, provided you take silver.

What does all this mean? It means
that both sides are trying to sell out
the gounéry-te Rer real focs—the Capi-
talist Class, "with only this difference
that each is trying to sell her out to his
special subdivision of capitalism, and,
above all, that both are united in pro-
tecting the robber class, that now holds
the plunder, and in leaving exposed the
robbed class—the working class,

We ARE at war, No use now and
here inquiring why and how. That sub-
ject is of proper consideration only by
those who understand it to be a capital-
ist (silver as well as gold) scheme to
plunder the people. This being so,
neither side cares to go into that tl;uea-
tion; both sides agree upon upholding
its falge pretences. We ARE at war.
How shall the war be supported? As
it is not the honor of the nation that the
Republicans are safeguarding by. the
war, but the material interests of the
gold upper capitalists, the only use they
have for the war is the use they are
putting it to, to wit, afford opportunities
for the bankers to invest their moneys,
and incidentally fo giwe contracts to
favorite railroad and other companies.
This purpose appears clear in the de-
mand for a bond issue grossly in excess
of requirements. What in sight of this
fact should be the attitude of men, who,
besides posing as patriots, pose as the
representatives of the working class, as
31‘? Silverites are doing? It should be

8:

“We ARE at war, We shall presently
look into an pose the secret springs
that have brought us into this trouble.
But this is not the hour. The war burns
upon our hands; we must meet the ex-
igency it presents. If we don't provide
for it, the country will be invaded and
rulned. Accordingly It is against ruin
we must provide. Only in that sense
can we provide for the war. But for
‘that very reason, for the reason that
our course must be to provide against
ruim, it is political felony for us to pro-
vide AGAINST one sort of ruin by de-
liberately providing FOR another sort
of ruin. If the Spaniard invade the
countrr, the ruin that will follow is the
ensipvement of our people. Felonlous is
the proposition that amounts to pro-
viding against that by a scheme that
provides for the enslavement of our
people to the internationzl capitalist.
This bonds issue does that because it
is & way of providing for aid from cap-
ital in a way that capital profits by,
while we are for soldiers in
a way that the soldiers cannot profit by.
The money loaned on bonds Is to be

BUTCHERS® CLERKS.

A Letter to Them From Section Yonkers,
N. Y., 8 L P,

That the presaht issues which any
one’ subdivision of the working class
1s confronted with in its particular
trade are not private issues, peculiar to
that one trade and settleable by that
trade alone, but are the broad issue be-
tween the working class and its op-
pressor, the capitalist class; and that
redress can-come to none without the
united, class-consclous effort of the sub-
divisions of the wage ecarners—these
are important lessons to be taught the
workingmen. The below communica-
tion, adressed by order of Section Yon-
kers of the S. L. P. to the butchers'
clerks of that town, handles the subject
well:

YONKERS, N. Y., May 17, 1898.
To the Butchers' Clerks of Yonkers.

Brothers:—We have read with great
interest your letter in the Yonkers
**Herald” of May 16, 1898, and also the
editorial comments of said paper under
the same date.

We understand that your request for
help and support is addressed more par-
ticularly to the working class, and,
therefore, we, the members of the Yon-
kers Section, Soclalist Labor party, be-
lieve that we have a right to inform
you of what we think of your letter,

We must point out to you:

FIRST—That the issue that you have
raised is not confined to the butchers
but, in one way or other, concerns the
working people of all trades and occu-
pations,

SECOND—That it is not a local ques-,
tion, concerning Yonkers alone, but
that it is of the utmost importance to
the fifteen hundreds of millions of hu~
man beings who inhabit this earth,

THIRD—That under the present sys-
tem of soclety, the capitalistic system
of profit-making, people who are neces-

terests of which are always conflicting:
the class of the exploiters or capitalists,’
and that of the exploited or wage-work-
ers, to which latter class both you and
we belong.

FOURTH—That the class of the cap-
{talists not only possesses nearly all
the wealth, but also completely controls
the govermment- in aH ita- e
legislative, executlvé, and judiclary.
Therefore it {8 able to keep you, us and
all the wage-workers in subjection.

FIFTH—That, accopding to your own
letter, the opposition of ONE MAN
can, and does nullify all your efforts.

SIXTH—That any man may at any
time do the same thing again and bring
back the old condition of things, even
it you should temporarily succeed.

SEVENTH—That your request could
be easlly and permanently satisfied, by
means of legislation, and besides all
the Innumerable grievances of the
working class could be rectified, if your,
our own class were in power.

EIGHTH—That the working class is
not in power but in contempt because
you, and millions like you, put the cap-
italist class into power on Election Day
by voting for its candidates.

NINTH—That all parties and all can-
didates, except the Socialist Labor
party and its candidates, belong to the
capitalist class. Mind you, they are not
all capitalists, but those who are not
belong to the capitalists in the sense
that they are pald or hired by them and
do their bidding.

TENTH—That we are speaking to
you not only in our own name, but also
in the name of three hundred and
twenty Socialist voters, in Yonkers,
of fifty thousand Socialist voters in the
United States, of more than six million
Socialist voters all over the clyilized
world, who are all workingmen, wage-
workers like you, and finally in the
name of all the Socialist women in the
world, who as yet. have no vote.

ELEVENTH—That we, speaking for
all the afore mentioned Socialists, are
willing to do as much for you, as you
are ready to do for us, otherwise we
must act on the principle that wise men
cannot help but must leave stubborn
fools to their fate. You must under-
stand that all the poor, all.the exploited
wage-workers, are all in the same fix
and can only emancipate themselves by
casting their lots together, by uniting
in one class-conscious labor party, such
as the Socialist Labor party is,

TWELFTH—That if the poor prefer
to buy their meat late, it may be for
one or several good reasons, which arise
from their present miserable condition
as wage-workers, and for which there-
fore not they, but the upholders (to
which you belong yourselves, as long
as you hive not joined us), beneficiaries
of the capitalist system, are responsible,
and which you may find out if you will
take the trouble of investigating the
matter, viz., because they have to go
to work very early, or because they can-
not afford to have ice boxes, and Lo have
fice in the same, or for other reasons.

THIRTEENTH—That we do not at-
tempt to deceive you, by giving you
taffy, but are trying in a manly and
straightforward manner to tell you what
we believe to be the truth,

In conclusion, we offer to make all
the arrangements for a lecture on this
subject, by a competent lecturer, at our
expense, if you will guarantee a full at-
tendance of your people.

Yours fraternally,
by order of the Yonkers Section, So-
clalist Labor party, o
EDMUND MULLER,
: 124 Waverly street.
P. 8. Our headquarters are at the
Chelsea Building, 36 North Broadway,
where we meet every Tuesday night,
and where you are all welcame, if you
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Heavy Money Bribes Received by Anti-
Socialist “Leaders.””

A Ospitalist Admits to Have
Sum of $10,000 to a Labor Nakir
‘‘Settle” & Railroad Strike—The
Trade Unionist Theory that the “‘Fure
and Simple” Leader Has an

Approved by an Important Discovary.

DULUTH, Minn, May 23—Every
passing day reveals more and more to
the' American Labor maveizent the wis-
dem of the policy of clear-cut, bold and
uncompromising aggression pursued by
THE PEOPLE, and that it is perfectly
justified In its unceasing cannonade
against the Labor Fakirs. It is not to
be wondered at that those miserable,
characterless specimens of “leaders”
should squirm, and, drawing them-
selves bebind the bulwarks of the
“trade journals,” revile and slander
THE PEOPLE, and seek to poleon the
minds of their “pure and simple' dupes;
tell them to “Fook out for the Soclalists,
they want to smash our unions,” “We
would have won against the reduction
had not the Sccialists scabbed it Mis-
erable wretches, they know full well the
Socialists are not trying to smash the
trades unions, but: ARE smashing and
WILL smash ONE UNION—and that
{s the “Brotherhood of Amalgamated
Labor Leaders,” i. e., Labor Fakirs,

It is to be regretted so many of the
rank and file of the A. F. L. (for they
are honest beyond question) do not cast
aside these “journals” reeking with the
fakirs' work, and use the brains, nature
endowed them with. But, of course,
were they to do this, they would land
in the ranks of Soclalism, no more to
be the ignorant, unthinking dupes of
the Labor Fakir, to be delivered by
him, helplessly bound, over to the cap-
italist class for exploitation. The true
meaning of THE PEOPLE battle cry,
“Expose the Labor Fakir!” will {n time
be fully apprecisted by the rank and
file, and then--well, look out for the
crash—extinet Labor Fakirs will be
plenty.

The other day, on the streets of Du-
luth, Comrade Carl Thiel became en-
gaged in conversation with Mr. J. G.
Owens, & prominent railroad man; the
conversation started with the great
topic of the day—the war; it drifted
from one point to another, until Mr.
Owens, knowing Comrade Thiel to be
a2 militant Soclalist, made this admlis-
sion, “It i8 plainly to be seen, the whole
fabric of capitalism is crumbling and
destroying itself and unconsciously ush-
ering in Socialism.” How's that?!!

‘From this Mr. Owens wandered to the
industrial problem and incidentally— .
the trades unions (meaning, of course,
the pure and simple). He said he had
considerable dealings with them; “the
trades unions will accomplish nothing
permanently for labor, unless they form
an independent political party; because
the Interests of the capitalist and work-
ingman are directly opposed to' each
other.”

It is positively refreshing to hear such
words from a capitalist. Mr. Owens is
undoubtedly a better student of our
capitalist system than the wage work-
ers who imagine “the capitalist and
workingman are brothers.” He also
spoke of the labor “leader” (?) with
whom he had transacted much business,
He said while with the (Comrade Thiel
belieyes Mr. Owens said the Duluth,
South Shore and Atlanu(: R. R.) he (Mr.
Owens) was authorized' to settie the
strike. And it was! This is the way
it was done, In the words of Mr. Owens:
“I, myself, paid over to President Mc-
Arthur, of the Locomotive Firemen's
Union, the sum of $10,000 to settle the
strike.” What will this union think of
that!!!! ¥

As Mr. Owens has told several other
people the same thing it must be the
truth, otherwise he would not say such
a thing! It pays the Fakirs to “keep
politics out of the union!" It pays to
keep the rank and file in ignorance. = .

On to the slaughter of Labor Fakirs!!!

Comrade Thiel is willing to make an
afidavit that Mr. Owens made this
statement. Comrade Thiel got the -
formation from Mr. Owens without
“pumping,” so did not wish to press the
question as to what particular railroad
he was manager for, and the strike be
mentioned. ‘Can The People throw any
further light on this?

Yours fraternally, A
LOUIS DWORSCHACK.

Mr. “Go” will now have to turn his
eyes for a while westward, and see to
the “union wreckers” there. .Disgusted
with the faflu.es of “pure and simple-
dom” and “Go's” bombast, a large
chunk of the A. F'. of L., located in the
West, has torn away; but as yet belng
very dark on the labor movement, the
seceders have not joined the 8, T. &
L. A., but have organized themselves
ix10 a body variously called the “West-
ern Federation of Labor” or the “West-
ern Labor Union.” On the whole, this
Western body is built upon a superior
plane. ' It may develop into the proper
thing, Mr. “Go's” never will.

The receipt of & sample copy of this .
paper is an inyitatica to sub :
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.mun VYOTE IN THE UNITED
i STATES,

In 1888 (Presidential)....oececrocenee 2,088
in 1890, 18,331
In 1993 (Prosidential)......ceesceeses TLAET
n 1804 23,133
Im 1890 (Presidential)............... 36,564
in 1897....................58,8673

A "movement” is a eurious thing.
It begins in hopelessners. thrives
oR oppesition, lives by ridioule,
matures by apathy, succeeds un~
notiesd, and then something quite

. simple happens ss the result of
yoars and years of apparently un-
preduetive agitation, and the
‘‘mevement’ comes to a triumphal

‘esnmelusion.
‘- Okford, Eng., B. A.

DOWN WENT McOULLAGH.
“The New York Chief of Police, who
presumed to interfere with the freedom
of action of a political party—the S.
L. P.—, as known to our readers, is no
more. In the language of the resolu-
tions adopted at the Cooper Union on
Monday, the ls‘th instant., he was mo-
rally and intellectually unfit, as well a
menace to the peace of the city and
the freedom of the people. Last Satur-
dly he was removed.
L I
This incident is worth closer contem-
plation, It was a relative of this identi-
cal McCullagh, an uncle of his, we be-
lieve, who some fifteen years ago dis-
tingulshed himself by a savage per-
formance of Soclaliet clubbing. The act
was applauded. Such deeds served at
that time as means for promotion. at
least for becoming solid, and eertainly
as a cure for and cover of official mal-
‘feasance. The Cooper Union meeting
may be thought by some to have been
excessive in its denunciation of McCul-
lagh as “intellectually unfit."” His con-
duct proved the justice of the charge.
His intellect is of such a low grade that
he does not know, and, consequently,
did not take'Into account, the changes
that have taken place since his uncle's
performance. The nephew argued, “My
- uncle profited fifteen years ago by out-
raging the Socialists; I am just now
in hot water; if I now outrage the So-
cialists again, I also shall profit.” And
he did do.the outrage,—with the result
that he is now dumped. With the
mental weakness, characteristic of all
such people, he did not consider that,
since his uncle's prowess, the Soclalists
have developed into a recognized politi-
cal party in this State, and that, what
could be done with total impunity
fifteen years ago. becomes to-day an
infinitely more difficult and more dan-
gerous affair. McCullagh has found
out that.

.

Of course, we form no illusions on
the score of his successor. We are well
aware that, notwithstanding the decla-
ration of the Mayor, on the day of Mc-
Cullagh’s removal, that he would
“tolerate no infringement of the rights
of the citizens,” evidently alluding.to
high-handed proceedings against the
8. L. P, from the Mayor down, there
is no cupitalist politiclan who would
not te ready to infringe any and all
the rights of the working class, pro-
vided he thinks he can do so with im-
punity, and his class interests require
it. But this stands out: Right, without

- might to enforce it, is less powerful
than the virgin in the night. McCul-
lagh’s punishment might not have come
but for whatever power the 8. L. P, now
enjoys; but neither is the S, L. P. after
“punishments,” nor, and much less, af-
ter such “punishments” that throw

down one evil by setting up one quite

as capable of the same crime. Its alm
is the overthrow of a Social Wrong by
the setting up of a Social Right; the
overthrow of the Capitalist Class and
the enthronement of the Working Class.
To accomplish this Might is needed,
Agitate, educate, organize, to the end
that McCullagh’s fate be a symbol and
. forerunner of that of the whole Capital-
ist Class!

EDWARD BELLAXY.

Last Sunday, Edward Bellamy, the
distinguished author of “Looking Back-
ward,” expired at his home in Chicopee
Falls, after a lingering {llness.

It may be too early to fully estimate
the value of Bellamy's contribution to
the oncoming Social Revolution, or the
place he occuplied in it. Only a tentative
outline may here be ventured on.

Myths are not yet dead; not only do
the old ones linger in the public mind,
but new ones constantly crop up,
Ameng the new myths of our age was
the “individualism of ihe American™
the saylng being synonimous with a de-
nial of the possidbility of the Socialist
fdea ever taking root here. Bellamy
smote that myth. .What Cervante's
“Don Quixote” was to the literature and
fancy of knight errantry, Bellamy's
“Looking Backward” was to the notion

i
——

of the foreigness of Soclalism in Amer-
fea. Neither fallacy survived the blow.

“Loking + Backward” cut a wide
swath, Its chaste plot, told in elegant
langnn;e was an atractive vehicle
through which to convey an instruction
that was a revelation to our people. We
know of more than one, who, after read-
ing the book, re-read It for the sake of
the love story, and others who re-read
it for the sake of the sociologic instruc-
tion conveyed. Since “Uncle Tom's
Cabin,”” no novel had the run of “Look-
ing Backward.” 1t is safe to say that
four years after its publication, the ra-
tion—its thinking element—was no
Jonger what it had been, The mists of
the myth that had clonded its judgment
was lifted, or so thoroughly thinned
that its intellectual eye could sweep a
broader horizon.

No slight service this In the cause of
human progress. It were a thankless
task, premature, at this hour to follow
Bellamy's personal career in the Move-
ment after his work had given him the
prominence he. forthwith enjoyed.
While he parted company with the or-
ganized Socialist Movement of the coun-
try, and. in our opinion, fell into tactical
errors, nevertheless, at the bier of the
Author of ‘4.ooking Backward,” the So-

clalist has but one feeling uppermost, .

and to that feeling only he gives ex-
pression:—

Sorrow at the premature mklng oft
of a striking figure in the Social Strug-
gle of our day and our country.

A TYPICAL BIGHT,
Our American officers, the officers In
whose keeping our national independ-

.ence i8 placed, our national honor, and,

with that, our traditions as a nation,
performed last Tuesday in the military
camp at Tampa a scene that {s well
worth recording, memorizing, and ‘Tub-
bing in.,

It was Queen Victoria's birthday, the
birthday of the ruler under whose long
rule not thousands, but hundreds of
thousands, perhaps, millions, of East
Indians have .died of starvation; ‘the
ruler under whose rule England has
covered herself with laurels—only when
they were to be rung from semi-sav-
ages; but has been coverad with shame-
ful defeat every time it encountered the
whl_ta race, as happened twice recently
in South Africa; the ruler under whose
rule practical slavery exists at our very
doors in the West Indies; the ruler un-
der whose.rule the Alabama was built
and EQUIPPED to commit depredations
upon our commerce, and give the South-

.ern slave-holders a chance to.preserve

their system and break down the Union,

That ruler’s birthday was the subject
of celebration at Tampa by our army
officers! And, as if that were not in-
famy enough, the British flag, under
whose folds all the above enumerated
crimes were committed—that flag ap-
peared over the banguet table of our
army officers INTERTWINED WITH
THE AMERICAN FLAG.

That celebration was a disgrace to
the Nation; that intertwining of our
‘own with the British flag was treason
to all that our flag 18 ciaimed to stand
for by the class in whose keeping it
now is.

But above the treason, and thanks to
the boldness, the brazenness with which
it is committed, looms the lesson, The
Irish proletariat of America, so large a
poriien of our working class, and so
important a fraction thereof, will cer-
tainly perceive the oneness of the class
they' follow here and the class they
fled from across the ocean. And, so
perceiving, will hasten to stop allowing
themselves longer to be used for fools.

The ruling, the capitalist class of
America is one with, the ruling ciasg
of England. To the former, the Amerl-
can flag is but a blind; thefr real flag is
the English, being the flag under which
modern capitalism was really born. To
the latter, true always to their flag, the
American flag is but a bait to catch
gudgeons with,

- RETRIBUTION.

The careful observer of passing
events can not but feel awe-inspired
by the spectacle presented by Spain,
and percelve the retﬂbuufon that over-
takes the guilty.

The pickle the Spanish ruling class,
the Sparnish property-holding class, is
inisa plckle of its own. salting.

Long would our own capitalist class
have had to look for a pretext for war
with somebody, and thus had a chance
to give full swing to its highwayman
schemes had not the “‘Cuban Insurrec-
tion” been there ready at hand. And
what is it, who is it that kept up the
myth of an insurrection in Cuba? Why
the Spanish officials themselves, who,
both in Cuba and Spain, found in‘an
“insurrection” =all the opportunities
imaginable to plunder the Cuban and
the Spanish people: and, consequenty,
belped to keep up the lie of “insurrec-
tion.”

Here at home, the yellow papers and
others found their immediate and pro-
spective sccount in the rcporu of “great
battles fought in Cuba.” These battles
were fought only in the ¢olumns of
these papers. They helped to sell the
paper, and the stockholders who were
alming for war and had started the
thing were thus furnished with “infor-
mation” that they could furnish their
Congressmen with, and cause ldmco
war speeches to be made.

- Now, then, at any time the Spanish

ruling class might have put an end to
the farce. But that did not suit them.
They had their own game to play. They
needed a pretext for taxation, for
troops, for appropriations. All of these
give beautiful opportunities for fraud.
So then, their men in Cuba, to them
what the papers were here to the Amer-
ican rapltallsu who wanted wer, had to
report encounters, skirmishes, captures,
etc., ete, These official reports gave a
color to the lying newspaper reports
of our yellow journals, and the news-
paper reports of our yellow journals
gave a color to the lyln'g military re-
ports from Cuba.

For a time both sets o( brigands—the
American and the Spanish capitalist
class—were happy. . But the time came
when they had to part company. That
time arrived, when, basing his claims
upon the reports of Spain herself, Mc-
Kinley declared that those ‘‘atrocities
must cease, and that he would put an
end to them."

War resulted, with Spain in a8 un-
comfortable a position as can well be
imagined, and her capitalist class ex-
peosed at every moment to be called to
a harsh reckoning by her infuriated
people.

The Spanish ruling class is now tast«
ing the punishment for its misdeeds;
the American ruling class, now used by
Providence as a scourge, will recelve its
chastisement next,

Among the “patriots” rushing to the
front, ready to sacrifice themselves on
the aitar of thelr country, is Calvin S.
Brice's son. His eyes flash, his nostrils
are dilated, his chest heaves. ‘“‘War!"
is in his very motion; and his posture
further implies that he who says not

“War,” or is ageinst it, is a traltor to
his country, his flag, his—well, his
everything.

Let these prancing warriors be

watched closely. This Brice is a type
of them. They, like him, are getting_
ornamental positions in the Commis-*
sary Department,—not positions of dan-
ger. And if they be closely investigated
it will be found that each of these
worthies has a capitalist scheme up his
sleeves—to be developed under the pro-
tection of the American flag, behind
whose folds these precious patriots con-
ceal thelr rascally schemes. i

The speeches that are being made in
Congress exhibit our legislators in a
very poor light. Apart from the dis-
honest ranting on patriotism with
which each of the speakers introduces
his remarks, they show that they know
neither living nor past events.

If anything may be considered well
established with regard to Cuba, it is

that there s no insurrection in tHe*]"

{sland worth mentioning. The bulk of
what there is under that name are men
in the pay of Amerlcan capitalists who
are doing bushwacking, and thus fur-
nishing the proverbally needed fire for
the big smoke that the American pa-
pers, owned by the identical interests,
must raise to keep up the fiction of
“Cuban patriots in arms, looking for
the aid of the United States,” and thus
give a color for the war that will set
afloat new bonds issues, etc.
" Our Congressmen don’t seem to know
this. Not knowing this, they ignore the
gignificance of a non-Cuban, the Do-
minican Gomez being the military chief.

As a matter, of course, ignorant of
the present, they are inflinitely more so
of the past. A ludicrous illustration of
this fact was given in the House of Rep-
resentatives a few days ago by Con-
gressman Henry R. Gibson, of Tennee
see. He was strewing around flowers ot
rhetoric interspersed with ingots of
historic' and patriotic reminiscences.
Among these he threw out this:

“I remember the expeditions of that

herolc patriot Narciso Lopez, and how
he finally was defeated, and he himself
executed, dying as & martyr to the cause
of Cuba's liberty, his last words being
a prayer that some day his beloved
native island might be free.”

It so happens that Lopez' “beloved
native island" was not Cuba. He was a
Venezuelan by birth, bringing up and
extraction, who had learned in his boy-
hood of the old South American aspira-
tion to set Cuba free, but balked by the
slave-holding oligarchy that then ruled
(hll country,

Senator Proctor, of Vermont should
be henceforth styled *Tearful Proc.”

The other day, before the war was
declared, he broke out into floods of
tears in the Senate over the sufferings of
the Cuban patriots, claimed by him to
have been seen by him on an investi-
gating tour made by him in Cuba.

It came out, soon after, that the
Senator's eyes must be a sort of per-
ambulating X-ray depots, seeing that
tall mountein ridges and thick wood-
lands intercepted the view of the plan-
tations he claimed to have “investi-
gated" from the rallroad line to whose
short stretch his “investigation” was
limited. That fact would have entitled
the Senator to the name of “X-Rays
Proc."

But telling as that name would be.
we prefer the one of 1 Proc,” for
the reason that this bundle of charity
that took the trouble of going to Cuba
to “investigate,” and had such copious
tears for the sufferings of the Cubans,
toon as he comes home, does what?
LOWERS THE WAGES OF HIS VER-
MONT QUARRYMEN!

- The receipt of a sample copy of this

paper 1s an lnviuun to subscribe.

POLITICAL lld EC()NOIIC.

The merry fight of the small stores,
and how the workingmen shotld under-
stand 1t, are well put by the Cleveland,
0., “OCitizen” in this paragraph:

“There 18 now a stiff anti-department
store war on in New York, Chicago, St.
Louis, Omaha, Kansas City, and several
other places. In New York the big
stores, in order to attract customers, are
giving theatrical performances in their
places of business, and have even estab-
1ished kindergartens, and there is talk
of holding religlous services. The
single-line storekeepers have organized
a protective association and are appeal-

*ing to the Legislature and Congress to
.enact such laws as will prevent the con-
centration and centralization of various
retail businesses under the manage-
ment and control of one firra. In Chi-
cago and St. Paul hundreds of empty
store-rooms testify to the ravages of
the department houses, and everywhere
there is great squealing on the part of
small merchants Who are vainly strug-
gling for riches against the competitive
system, which, in their estimation, is all
right when it affects the working
people, who are compelled to fight and
struggle for jobs, and thus underbid
each other and keep down wages, but
is all wrong when it acts in the same
way with their little capitalistic inter-
ests and sweeps away thelr profits.”

In a letter pubiished in the New York
“Evening Post,” and intended to portray
the Inferiority of the Spaniard when

compared with our own élite, this pass-

age occurs:

“How many times have I walked the
streets (In Spain) with Spaniards and
heard them address beggars as
“brother,” excusing themselves when
they had no small change to give, even
opening their purses to prove their
words.”

And that in a paper that makes it a
point to preach Christian charity!

“At an inquest held on Saturday last
on Cornelius Lean, a ‘match. dipper,

employed at Bryant and Meay's works.

at Bow, it appeared that death was due
to necrosis of the jaw, caused by phos-
phorous polsoning. This fact, however,
was not mentioned in the certificate of
death, given by the factory medical
officer, and, but for information given
by the Registrar, the inquest would
never hiave been held, and the actual
facts would never have come to light.
It is a monstrous thing that these
wealthy corporations should be able to
poison and slaughter their work-
people with impunity, and then hush
up their misdeeds.”

Where was all this? In New York?
Chicago? St. Louis? or any other of
our American cities? It sounds like a
puge from our own country. Well, as
it happens, the thing took place in Eng-
land, and the news of it i taken from
the London “Justice.” But what about
the much vaunted English factory
lawe? Why, they are no better than
here: there, as here, the capitalist class
is In power.

The Milwaukee “Evening Wlsconlll;"
deserves credit for the frankness with
which it reports a conference held by
the Governor of the State with other
“leading citizens” on the 18th instant on
the several strikes that were breaking
out in several parts of the State. It
calmly announces that:

“It was suggested that the occasion
might arise where drilled forces may be
needed. If any strike movement should
demonstrate so unpatriotic a spirit as
to take advantage of the seeming un-
protected condition of the State, be-
cause our boys have been called to the
front to fight for this country, it will
discover its mistake, and find WE are
still in shape to protect ourBelves.”

Tth Mass. Gongress District.

L. P.

Firm BStand Taken at the 8.
-Oonvontion, Lynn, May 15.

WHEREAS, We rely upon the au-
thority of knowledge that the working
c/ass must become the ruling class be-
fcre dire poverty can be lifted from our
nation; before each person can obtain
his righttul share of modern advantages
in social power of wealth production
which 75 the due of every man, woman
and child; therefore,

RESOLVED, This day, in convention
assembled, that we enter upon the con-
quest of the political power in the Sev-
enth Congressional district of Massa-
chusetts by the nomination of Joseph
H. Malloney, of Lynn, for Congress,

WHEREAS, We realize that pure and
simple trades unions were a privilege
sulted to subjects under a monarchical
government, but {nadequate and per-
niclous for men enjoying the rights,
duties and responsibilities of demo-
cratic government under which each
man is accountable for the best use of
his power political; that pure and sim-
ple unions are merchandise, marketable
to the highest bidder by labor fakirs
during election time; that the present
lamentable state of the trades unions
in this district is the direct result of
the inherent rottenness which is the
most conspicuous characteristic of that
low form of organization known as pure
and simple; therefore,

RESOLVED, That we_unreservedly
endorse the Socialist Trades & Labor
Alllance, which brings the trade or-
ganizations up to its proper plane of
citizenship by the use of the political
as well as the economic weapon in the
existing class struggle which is inevit-
ably to lead either to the extinction of
clvilized actlon, if the capitalist clags
prevails, or to the elevation of the n~
tire human race, it the working class
prevails.

Mrs. MARTHA MOORE AVERY,

ma.

. Mrs. BYRON EFFORD, nenu
FRANK MACDONALD, Stoneham.

While it is not yet possible to tell ac-
curately the resuit of the French elec-
tions of this month, this much' trags-
pires clearly that the Soclalist Labor
party's vote was tremendously In-
creased. From 600,000 at the previous
election, it rises above 1,000,000 this

.going to leave us,”

'0LD WORLDS REMODELLED WRILE
~ You WAIL.

e

Vol. No. Two of Wan Jehunyosker's
Sunday School Library.

“No,” sald Margaret Halle Wellmet,
courtesying to Kuros Willard, who was
walting on the back steps for the call
of fame, “you cannot see Mr. Nibs. He
is
millionaire, but I can give you another
slice of bread and molasses if you
wish it."”

“No, I don’t want it sald Kuros,
sullenly, “I called to complain of that
fellow Willard Hinton. I don't care how
extravagant he is on paper, but when I
anounced that we had some thousands
in sight he laid in a stock of frank-
furters on the strength of it. Now we
are broke, and if we don’t look out he'll
buy that tract of land yet. I don’t be-
lieve he is to be trusted, and, further-
more, I don’t believe he is."

“O Mr, Nibs! Mr. Nibs!” cried the af-
frighted young lady, “Mr. Hinton has
went and gone ower to the Teutonic
element!”

At that moment the stately form of
the great leader, drawn up in dress
parade, passed them. He was sunk in
meditation, but the golden words he
uttered were audible, “I, Eugene V.
Nibs, in convention assembled, assert
all assertions which I have hitherto
sald, and which do not conflict with
what I 2m about to do. Yet I wonder
if there is any truth In the report which
I have caured to be circulated that there
is a surprise in store for my followers—
ah—how do you do, Cy? And is that
Gasoff walking across the lawn? Yes,
it . Excuse.my absence of mind. It
fled when I had thé mumps. Herbert,
I see you are stlll in the land of the
living."

“Not exactly,” sald the reverend
gentleman slowly, “I am still a Soclal
Democrat, still true to you."

Kuros and Margaret nodded to one
another, significantly. “So Gasoff is
whisperec. the
woman, “that is the way he always acts
before he sheds his skin. You know
that he claims that he is an inspired
political dervish.”

“You know,” sald Gasolf, “that so far
our only evidence of strength has been
a bad smell, and it will be necessary
for us to have a movement. Now, If Mr,
Willard has a second-hand movement
that he is not using we might borrow
it and pay him in colonization brick
blocks.”

“8h,” said Margaret Wellmet, regard-
ing her idol with admiration, "he is
going to be funmy. Ah, such a witty
gentleman! Who would ever think that
he would arrive at such a state that he
could tell the funniest story without
raising a laugh?"

“That is not the r nestion,” sald Nibs,
“and we launched the Soclal Demoeracy
to find out what it {s. Some one has
found out and is keeping the truth from
us. If we discover who he is, nothing
shall keep me from calling him sclen-
tific.”

“No, no,” sald Willard, “do not exe-
cute such a horrible threat. Bven if
we are beaten in argument, it is well
to be generous and admit that our an-
tagonists know something. Not much,
but ‘yet a little. We nced a2 man, the
man of the time. A man with a great
head to lead us on to victory."

“There is Jessie Cox,” suggested M.
Halle Wellmet; '*he has a head llke a
tadpole.”

“We shall put him aside just now i
sald Gasoff, “but there is one thing
which I ask,” he continued, demanding
a dozen before he stopped to catch his
breath,

“Mr. Willard has an awful complaint
to make,” sald Miss Wellmet, calmly
cutting off & chew of tobacco with her
scissors.

“We have no time for that now,” said
Nibs, “What we want to do is show a
solid unbroken front, In fact, a front
is all we have to show. When our offi-
clal organ—and by the way, I should
like to see that paper some time, We
heard a lot about {t—announced that we
showed great discretion in not doing
anything and keeping it a secret, it
proved that It understood revoluuonuy
tactics. Of course, we canuot wholly
corfide in Gordon. He can go ‘across
the Continent for a dollar,” and across
the bounds of common deceney for a
great deal less. He Is accustomed to
get out of the rain, and If he can't take
care of himself, his better half will take
care of him as she has always done.
Now, Gasoff, what have you to offer?"

Herbert blushed and stammered that
he did not aaticipate a collection, and
had left his purse at home, but if Mr.
Willard woul ——

“No, no, you misunderstand him,
dear,” cooed Miss Halle Wellmet, “the
gentleman {8 not going to take away
Horblol pennies. Now, answer up, like

.ood boy, and tell him what you
think.”

4 “Thlnk » sald Nibs, sternly. “Have
we traitors in the camp? What kind of
language is this? Go out there in the
back yard uatil I have completed all
the arrangements for a future heaven
on earth.”

With bowed heads they left him and
sorrowfully seated themselves together
in a hammock. “Too bad,"” sald Her-
bert, “1 was about to prepare a grand
patriotic celebration in which red, white
and blue roses should figure prominent-
ly, but my soul-born idea was crushed
in the bud.”

*“You should not be too hard on our
Comrade," sald Kuros. ' “Remember, he
is 80 busy that he does not know from
day to day the name of the party to
which he belongs."

Within the house a terrible conguest
was being waged between the powers
of darkness and of light. Gene sat at
his desk and figured up his accounts.

“Not 80 many in here after all,” he
whispered. “But competition has been
keen In my llne. If I counld only have
formed a trust of reform parties with
an option on revolution everything
would bave been all right. . However,
I'l do my best. Colonization fund!
Hum, the Col. thinks himself Number
One, does he? He forgets his fraternity
apd his motto of lack—for something
or othu but It ¢an only refer to me,
but there is Mlu left. Collections

gone. Bubscriptl ne. Donation,
ah, a little leh. Wul to-morrow my
own speelal band of Socialists shall see
the unnulllt.lon lot. Ha ha! Pat-
ronize a do article—five full

quarts for a dollar. Now I shall wade
in the balance"—a sardonic smile onr-
shadowed his face—"and to-morrow I
shall be found m% i

NALD.
: Bloneham, Mass, " 7

y yearning for the love of the.

- sensible.

U, 8.—Admit that you voted for llc-
Kinley in '96!

B. J—Well—yes—I did; but —— !

* jority of the working class here are now

UNCLE SII & BROTHER lﬂllﬂﬂl. '

Brother Jonathan—I want to give
you good advice. k

Uncle Sam—Although I would prefef
money to advice, just now that the wap
is raising the price of everything, PR
take your advice. What is it? :

B. J.—Well, it s to disconnect the
Socialist l,abnr party from the Socialist
Trade and Labor Alllance,

U. 8. (a smile spreading over his
face)—And with what end in view?

B. J.—With the end in view of help~
ing the party to grow. You must admit
that the connection of the S. L. P. with
the 8. T. & L. A. keeps its vote down.

U. 8. roars aloud.

B. J—Why do you laugh?

U. 8,—1I laugh because you tickle mes '
because you seem to be a gay and and
festive cuss to make such a proposition.

J.—Den't you want to see the 8, "
L. P, grow? B

U. 8.—0f course, I do; and it does
grow!

B. J—Well, it does grow, but not’
very fast.

U. S.—I know that If, instead of 54,000
votes we had polled last year 200,000 it
would have been faster growth. i

B, J.-—Just so; why don't it yet poll =
any more than it does?

U. 8. (looking B. J. straight in the
eyes)—I'll tell you, by thunder! Be-
cause you and more like you, who claim
to be Socialists, don't vote the ticket;
and don’t vote it because you allow
your small trade interests to frighten
you, one year, in favor of McKinley,
lest your paltry bank account be wiped
out by free coinage; another year, in
favor of Tammany. lest the police Inter-
fere with your stand on the outside of
your show-window, and so on. It does
make me hot to nnd fellows like you,
throwing the blame for our not (rowlng ;.
any faster upon the 8. T. & L. A, while =
S.T.&hA.ornoS.T.&L.A.yonr .
own votes are not given to the 8. L. P.
but are controlled by interests that have
no place in the Soclalist camp, Get oft
with you!

B. J. (with a where-in-thunder-did-
he-find-out-how-I-voted “‘tace)—-Hem'
Well, hem! y

U. s ~—~That's unpalatable truth; isn't .
it? But it s straight goods.

B. J.—Now, don't get too wild; be

U. 8.—And admit that you voted
Tammany last year!

B. J.—I1 did; but ——! !

U, 8.—Shame upon you! How dare
you look me in the face?

B. J.—Do you think that everybody is
born for a martyr?

U. 8.-~No; but neither should so many
be born for darned liars, and try to
make belleve the fault of the 8, L. P. ol
not growing faster Is some other cause .
than their own treason to the principled
that they claim to have at heart.

B. J.—Well, I'll grant that; but you
should not find fault with either me
or my friends who don't vote the 8, L. P.
ticket as yet. You don't know how
many workingmen there are in this
country who still have some little prop-
erty; it is not yet here like in Europe; :.
it will come, I know, but that day is
not yet. :

U. 8,—What of that? What conglu~
slon do you draw from that?

B. J.—Well, that all of us who still
are In the middle class must be par~
doned for voting as we do.

U, 8.—That's no conclusion at all. I'll
tell you what conclusjon is inevitable
from your premises:

1. Either this country is not yet ripe
for a Soclalist movement, and then the
8. L. P. should furl its banner and
walt.—A view which I can't accept, for
the reason that the overwhelming ma-

wholly stripped of property, and the at-
tempt is well worth making to endeavor
to have the middle class understand
that its property Is bound to slip
through its fingers into the hands of
the capitalist class, and leave It
stranded unluvss it joln the Soclalist .
movement, and obtain its full share of
the ample fortune that, the Socialist
Commonwealth offers.

2. Or this country is thoroughly ripe
for a Socialist Labor party, i. e, for &
party of proletarians and of thon who,
without befug proletarians, are sensible
enough to throw their lot therewith and
stand by it through thick and thin;
and then all such &8s you should be
fired, and the movement rid of the drag,
such as you are to it.—I hold to this
conclusion,

Syracuse, N. Y.
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M. Lemp's, 470 B. Balina street, Syra~
cuse, N, Y.

Buffalo, N. Y.
Comrade Peter Steenmans, Jr., 53
Guilford street, has been elected sgent *
for THE PEOPLE. 3
All subscribers in arrears are request-
ed to kindly remit when enllcd upon by
the new agent.

To Jewish Sections and Branches. .
‘Wilshire’s leafl “Why American
Workingmen Should Be Soclalists” has
been into Jewish, and can
nowundnnzswl,oooorn ;
e T

LABOR
84 East 4th -muu iort.

Shiladelphia, Pa.
uc:-rld: unl;l x.n-;..‘xlou n”t;
been sppointed agent
All subscribers are urgentl

to settle for their su
12 in arrears. Give him a band

wmmmmn



' THE PEOPLE, SUNDAY, MAY 29, 1898.

-
S——

PGKINGTONN,

y Bearck-light on Ope of cur
trado Plaguc-Spots.

G0, May Z—The fame of the
Stock Yards and Packing Houses

Chicago is spread throughout the
avilized world. No visitor to the
orid's Falr city thinks his tour of the
.; sights completed until he has been pi-
. joted through the riazes of “Packing-

* gnd seen the wondrous ma-
. that whir's the animal along in
“mmlng journey from the pen
barrel. He marvels at the com-

ey,

led in marvélousness by the uni-
mity, simplicity, and mechanicalness
: flesh and blood competitors.
g interest of the visitor is divided be-
wonder at the iron and steel ex-
gon of human intelligénce that fol-

~ plood mechanism that removes all the
4 meat from & bone with a single ligliten-
# pglike stroke of a knife. He is led
i 4 iato the great cooliug rooms and gazes
" onscres of freezing 90‘8 in preparation
. jor & Journey perhaps half way round
~ the world, but his attention is seldom

‘pare arms rushing at headlong speed
pack and forth from this frigid atmos-
phere to the torrid heat of the steaming
#gilling floor.” In fact, there are many

* things not on exhibition to the casual
visitor or pointed out by the affable
usiformed guide who leads the way. It

" s the purpose of this paper to take the
visitor a little behind the scenes and

‘§ polnt out some of the conditions that

attach to this splendid development of

‘capitalism. ;

. GENERAL SURVEY.

The Industry as a whole is probably
pext to the Standard Ofl the best ex-
: of the completed evolution of
apitalistic industry to be found in this
‘sountry. The process of consolidation
::hbonl run its course. All competing
Butchers were long hgo destroyed save
s fow in out of the way places where
their competition is unfelt. Thousands
of men were robbed of a life-long trade
. experience and had the inexorable law
of private monopoly read to them,
*Thou shalt not produce.” So far there
bas been no talk of *‘compensating"
those thus ruined. As to the details of
the manner in which this was done,
mffice it to say they were all “good
Jusiness methods” and included tie
' ssual tactics In such cases. Within a
sort time, however, another feature
has been developed, that is of interest
1 those who are watching the course
#f social movements, The business,
f concentrated for fighting, now that
batle is won, is being dispersed for
t. The Chicago houses are remain-
ki wal~nigh stationery in size, but all
“grer the United States branch institu-
fions are ‘being started. At St. Louls,
“fmaha, St. Joe, Kansas City, Duluth,
8t Paul, and several other great trans-
- portation centers, establishments sim-
flar to those-of Chicago are being
formed. These are ]l built along the

district from the great consuming pub-
lle. Railroad rates are then so arranged
that the cost of BRINGING LIVE
STOCK to those particular points is
yery low, but from there on to the East
the rates are practically prohibitory on
‘§ live cattle, while the rate on DRESSED
MEAT suddenly drops. Lest this situa-
tion might be taken advantage of by
small firms located at these points, a
beavy rebate is given on all private
ars—a rebate so heavy that according
0 an instance cited by Judge Schoon-
maker in a paper read before the Third
Ampual Convention of Railroad Com-
missioners, the “cars were paid for and
& margin in two years, and thereafter
1 Income of upwards of $100,000 a year
was tnsured on an investment fully re-
‘Jald or in effect on no investment what-
ever.,” This was on an original invest-
ment in rolling stock of $156,500, which
of course is a very small sum compared
_ ¥ith what many of the great packers
© Dbave Invested in this way.
such conditions it was not long
“free competition” had' run its
_ tourse and given way to combination
- monopoly. Soon all the savings
At accompany monopoly, even under
management, began to appear.
By-products” were utilized down to
ke minutest degree. Bones, teeth ‘hair,
Bod, hoots, horns, all were found to
of value when in such large quanti-
til it became a standing. joke at
to be told to each visitor by
ng gulde that “everything is
‘the squeal, and they are fix-
& machine to can that up for
t July celebrations.” In the
of such products subsidiary
grew up marking another
industrial development. Soap
factories, bone mills, labora-
f0r meat extracts, tanneries and
manufactories arise. With per-
i of the raw product, excep-
"anal fapilities for marketing, favorable
J¥Uh railroads, and advertising
already well-known names
™88 of crushing out competitors
a short one,
of years ago thé packers
) %nldt;o‘ct)yh the retail
and packing house prod-
€48, and to-day one firm s sald tonluvo
3,000 such retail and wholesale
ts scattered over the entire
erclalized world. It goes without
that once such an establishment
in a town no rival firms are
wed Lo exist except upon terms that
o the royal master. Within the last
- % months still another phase has ap-
§ Peured along this particular lMne. “In
for n:;l;bnun:'::e legislation by
farmers ro
el s P on dealers the
- mers and dealers that the
¥ould be taught u Jesson. So just
Went they are involuntary attending
ehool of capitalistic political scons
packers have simply gone
n business. One of the
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intricacy and humanness are only

,:  qalled_to fhe gangs of workmen with |

line that separates the cattle-ralsing-

are sald to have informed the

here. The markets are,being manipn-
lated and the whole complex machinery
‘of subsidiary plants and sub-agencies
ure being utilized for the destruction
of those foolish parties who had not yet
learned that legislatures are sacred to
the use of the BIG capitalists. Butter
and eggs are being handled in the pro-
vision depots_thronghout the country,
and it §s but & short step to add a gen-
eral grocery line, and then the retail
grocery trade (the classical example in
bourgeofs political economy of an in-
dustry with diminishing or continuous
returns, and hence incapable of mo-
nopoly) will be quickly brought under
uniform and economical control, and a
great body of small merchants sent to
join the proletariat,

“PACKINGTOWN."

Leaving now this general survey of
the whole field of the industry and com-
ing back to “Packingtown” let us look
for a time at the conditions immediately
surrounding this mammouth institu-
tion. The allied industries here located
employ between 25000 to 35000 men,
women and children, supporting & pop-
ulation of between 125,000 and 175,000.
This constitutes the largest industrial
community in the world, the Krupp gun
works coming second, but far behind,
with abont 16,000 employees. Under
what condition does this population live
who produce the meat of the world?
Have they shared in the economles of
production—in the savings of combina-
tion, in the benefits of improved ma-
chinery? Where and how do they live,
what manner of homes have they, and
what are the conditions under which
they work? These are questions the
casual visitor seldom asks and the an-
swers to which are never volunteered.
‘Yet the most hurried visitors cannot

fail to have one of the conditions of life.

in the yards thrust upon him as his
nostrils are saluted by the horrible
stench that pervades everything and
lingers for hours after a return to a
more salubrious atmosphere. Recently
this stench left its native haunts and
wandered away on the Southern breezes
to the aristocratic north side, and the
Health Commissioner became suddenly
interested in the-welfare, not of the
laborers who live directly in the midst
of things, but of the wealthy individuals
residing from three to ten miles away.
In the entire discussion in the papers
I have yet to see one word about the
sufferings of those who are compelled
to spend their entire lives in the very
origin of the abuse while columns are
written deploring the inconvenience of
those who live for brief spells miles
away and to whom a few whiffs are
wafted before they can escape on their
summer vacations.

Great volumes of smoke roll from the
forest of chimneys at all hours of the
day.and drift down over the helpless
neighborhood like a deep, black curtain
that fain would hide the misery it ag-
gravates. The foul packing house sew-
age, too offensive even for.monopolistic
exploitation, is spewed forth in a multi-

tude of arteries of filth into a branch of-

the Chicago River at one corner of the
yards, where it riges to the top and
spreads out in a nameless indescribable
cake of condensed foulness and disease-
breeding stench. Near by are several
acres of bristles culled from the backs
of numberless hogs and spread out that
the still cinging antmal matter may
not rot away before they are made up
into brushes. Gangs of laborers spend
the long day in turning and tossing
this into great windrows until the whole
scene becomes a ghastly tantalizing
mockery of a great hay fleld in harvest
time. But the stifling odor that burns
the nostrils, and chokes the lungs, and
poisons the system is far different from
the sweet-scented, invigorating aroma
that arises from a newly-cut meadow.
As If local conditions could not furnish
horrors enough, the municipality and
other neighborhoods have lent a hand
by leaving the streets unpaved, ungut-
tered and uncleaned, and to cap all a
city garbage dump has been established
a few blocks away where hundreds of
loads of refuse from the back doors of
the wealthier wards are dumped each
day at the front doors of the already
long-suffering laborers of the Stock
Yards. When a protest was made
against this and an injunction. sought
against the contractors who were' by

such dumping guilty of a criminal

action under the laws of the State, the
city attorney, the pald servant of the
people, apeared to defend them and
added insult to injury by pleading the
greater number of nuisances already
existing in the neighborhood as an. ex-
cuse for locating another in the same
locality, Is it any wonder that this im-
mediate section of the Stock Yards com-
munity, known as “back of the yards,”
has the highest death rate in the city—
so high among children that on one
street the death rate for children under
five years actually exceeds the birth
rate,

AN INSIDE LOOK.

All these conditions, it may be said,
are outside the building, and the curious
visitor must not be expected to be
shown them. How about all within the
buildings? Does the guide point out all
the interesting features there? Does
he take his party into the damp pack-
ing cellars,; where from three to ten
years ordinarily marks the limit of a
man's working life before rheumatism
breaks him down and sends his wife
and children into the flerce labor strug-
gle, or makes him a humble supplicant
for charity? Is atention called to the
unguarded and defectively dangerous
machinery—death traps for the helpless
'workers who dare not complain? In
one establishment a long line of un-
covered rendering vats with tops at the
level of the floor yawn wide open in a
steam-laden atmosphere for the unwary
victim. No less than three persons per-
sonally known to the writer have fallen
to an awful death in these vats within
the past two years. A single elevator
crippled one man and killed another
within six weeks, and from all I learned
to the contrary may still be running in
its dangerous condition. i
. Here as elsewhere capitalism has in-
vaded the home and dragged forth the
mother and child to do its work, while
the father walks the streets vainly
searching for a master. Notwithstand-
ing numerous prosecutions for child
labor during the past few years a large
number are still employed. All statis-
tics as to numbers so employed are
valueless us the skill with which chil-
dren are whisked out of sight at the
approach of an inspector is 8 standing
joke in the establishments, and any one
who has traveled the mazes of Packing-

| town will realise how easy such & ma-

nipulation is. the conditions

under which the children work, the
State Frctory Inspector in her report
for 1895 says:

“Some of the boys act as butchers,
sticking sheep, lambs and swine; others
cut the hide from the quivering flesh of
freshly stunned cattle; still others sort
entrails, pack meat, and make the tin
cans in which the gods are shipped. In
several places a boy has been found at
work at a dangerous machine, BE-
CAUBE HIS FATHER ' HAD BEEN
DISABLED BY IT, ard keeping the
place pending recovery depended upon
the boy's doing the work during the
father's absence. -

THE WAGES.

The question then arises as to the re-
turn received Ly the laborer for his
share of what he is allowed to produce
under such conditions. It may be said
to begin with that any general exact
statements as to wages are unattajable.
No one who knows anything as to gen-
eral conditions will talk concerning
them and to gain the information piece-
meal from employees is & well-nigh im-
possible task. A little over two years'
residence “back of the yards' with
close observation and conversation with
hundreds of workmen furnish a- basis,
however, for some fairly accurate gen-
eralizations. Several years ago it was
discovered that by maintaining a ca-
pacity to the works far beyond the
actual needs, it was possible to kill the
entire daily shipments each day and
thus save the expense of storage and
feeding. Thus it comes about that each
establishment runs each day only until
its live stock receipts for that day are
disposed of, and then shuts down until
the next purchase. The result is that
thousands of men must plod to their
places each morning utterly ignorant
as to whether they will work one hour,
two hours or fourteen, If one is miss-

.when wanted some one is called in from
the waiting hundreds ever clamoring at
the door for even his poor chance, and
the place is lost. If, on the other hand,
as often happens, he walks .a weary
distance only to find that the house is
not going to run that day, no one com-
pensates him for his time or finds him
other employment during his waliting
days. ‘As wages are always by the hour
or piece, a multitude of families exist
on from year to year, paying or dodging

chasing or picking coal, in a miserable
monotonous hoiding of body and soul
together, on the shameful pittance of
from two to five dollars a -week, pre-
vented from going elsewhere had they
the ambition left to desire removal by
the impossibility upon: the one hand of
obtaining railroad fare, and upon the
other the
hope of better wages and "fuller time.”
How close the margin of existence al-
ways {8 is shown by the fact that over
twenty per cent. of the entire popula-
tion are compelled to ask for charity
during the year.

HOW THE TRADE UNION
. LOOKED AT.

Some “Pure and Simpler” may arise
at this point and ask why they do not
have manhood enough to unite in a
trades union and fight for better condi-
tions. Occasionally a labor fakir comes
among them and urges them to unite
with “high dues” and call a strike. But
the old employee only shakes his head.
He may not understand much-of the
process and laws of social evolution, but
he has seen the rise and fall of union
after unfon in the yards, and has
marked the failure of many a strike,
and he realizes that something has hap-
pened ‘to the particular industry in
which he {8 engaged that makes it well-
nigh hopeless to combine for an eco-
nomic fight against the employers. So
it has come about that there are practi-
cally no unions in the yards. The rea-
sons are not far to seek. Trade distinc-
tions have nearly all disappeared before
the machine. Few places could not be
filled at a moment's notice from the
great army of unemployed ever present
and growing larger each year, Under
these conditions, which the Socialist
will recognize at once as the typical
marks of an advanced stage of industry,
the pure and simple trades union is use-
less. One of the unions in Chicago is
the Carpenters’ Union. The union rate
for carpenters in Chicago is 35 cents
an.-hour with an eight-hour day. In the
vards every carpenter works ten hours
at 25 cents an hour, and never a ques-
‘tion is asked as to union or scab.

Another phase whose siguificance the
Socialist will also be quick to see took
place ‘a few days ago when there was
a strike in a branch house at St. Joe.
The Chicago establishment simply ran
a few more hours each day, much to the
gratification of their employees, who
never dreamed they were “scabbing”
on their St. Joe brethren. It is such
features as these in modern industry
that make improvement within the
wage system more hopeless every day.

So thoroughly is their servitude im-
pressed upon them that they scarce
dare have an opinion. During the re-
cent Presidential campaign the owners
of the yards decided that there interests
were more intimately connected with
one of the great capitalistic parties than
with the other, and so when a great
parade was wanted for that party the
employees were told to report as if for
work, and were then given canes and
other marching paraphernalia and ex-
cused (?) to join the parade. When a
petition was ciroulated asking the
Health Department to enforce the
smoke ordinance, not an employee
dared sign It lest he lose the right to
| call a particular man master, and there-
by lack the scanty means hitherto
vouchsafed him to keep body and soul
together,

THE POWER  BEHIND THE
THRONE. -

Where is the directive force of these
mighty orgens of production and op-
pression? -Visitors often break forth
in fulsome pralse of the tremendous in-
tellects and wondrous generalship of
the owners that marshals all these
armles of industry for the sergice of so-
clety. Let us examine one of these
mammoth institutions and see if we can
locate the organizing, directing, con-
trolling force that preserves order and
regularity throughout all its diverse
ramifications.

At the head is a general superin-
tendent; under him two or more divi-
sion superintendents; then department
| superintendents; then overseers of
| floors, and finally bosses of gangs. Each
i

I8

Ifttle p ate is ‘engaged in a flerce
struggle to gain the favor of those
sbove him and thus secure further ad-

ing from his position but a single time "

rent, buyving or begging clothing, pur-*

deceptive will-o’-the-wisp

vancement.’ Jealousles, Intriguos and
plots of all kind flourish. Bribery,
nepotism, and diplomacy that test the
resources of an expert politician to
equal are employed to gain a place one
siep nearer the coveted top. Aside froth
these means, the surest method to ob-
taia preference is to reduce the margin
of expenses relative to the produet in
a department. If one man can be
thrown upon the street by forcing the
remaining poor wretches to further
exertions promotion {a zlmost within
reach. The invention of a machine that
sends & whole gang of fellow workmen
out to beg, starve or steal, or supplants
them with the cheaper labor of their
wives and children assures certain and
rapid advance. All the evil effects of
competition upon the laborer and con-
sumer are present, and the only person
always benefited is the owner of the
plant.

The peculiar manner. in which much

of the work is done renders the pressing |

of the workmen to an ever higher speed
particularly easy. The animal being
transformed into rheat generally moves
along upon some kind of a mechanical
contrivance, and each laborer performs
his perticular task while the carcass Is
passing him. All that Is needed to force
the workmen to greater exertions is to
move the meat fastéer. In one of the
meat trimming divisions. where women
are employed a peculiarly brilliant
scheme has been evolved to force those
poor creatures to more violent exer-
tions. The meat to be trimmed comes
out of & chute and passes along a trough
where it is scrambled for, each one
grabbing for the best pieces to trim.
A very dexterous and fearless woman
who is able to force through the crowd
in the struggle for material, and then
to work with exceptional speed upon
the best pieces thus obtained, often
earns the munificent sum of $1.25 a day.
The others range from thirty to
seventy-five cents a day, or even less.
This “speeding up” has been regularly
and systematically carried out in every
department until an employee informed
the writer a short time ago that he was
compelled to do exactly twice as much
work as he was doing fifteen years ago,
and with exactly the same tools. That
marvelous speed and dexterity so much
admired by visitors, that transforms a
piece of meat as it flies from hand to
hand or moves rapidly along an over-
hanging track is simply inhumanly
hard work.

The task of superintendence has thus
been reduced to a minimum. A me-
chanical “boss” has been evolved, more
merciless, were it possible, than the
human counterpart. In such a me-
chanical, intercompetitive community,
with its hierarchy of superintendents,
overseers and bosses it is hard to dis-
cover the social function of the owner.
No one familiar with the operation of
a great packing house dreams for a
minute that if the owners were déad,
imbeciles or infants, the life of a single
hog would be saved or a pound of meat
be missing from the tables of the world.
As a matter of fact some of the largest
plants are owned by European syndi-
cates who never saw the factory in
which their wealth is produced and
know less of the processes by which it
is done than the most ignorant member
of the “cleaning gang.”

From beginning to end the industry
is orfifnized, supervised, directed, con-
trolled and operated by hired em-
pioyees. To be sure wage differences
and social distinction will exist, and the
head superintendents would probably
arise in parvenue horror at being as-
slgned-to the same economic class with
the “hog driver” or tender of gusausage
machine, But these distinctions, like
the earlier trade ones are fading away.
The great Armour Institute, philan-
thropically established to fill the market
with educated, skilled labor whose
wages are being forced by the same re-
morseless competition that presses upon
the cheapest day laborer down to the
level of the return received by the lat-
ter, is rapidly settling this phase of the
question. Still we are ¢old that the co-
operative commonwealth is impossible
of realization because the proletariat is
incapable of industrial organization,
and there will be no incentive to the
great “captains of industry” to induce
them to take the lead.

As 1 look out of my window I see the
Stars. and Stripes (in opposition to
Spanish tyranny and in token of pro-
tection to Cuban reconcentrados, I sup-
pose) floating through the smoke that
drifts down from these dropping, grind-
ing, humanity crushing institutions,
and over none does it float higher and
prouder than over those whose owners

and directors are in Europe, and my

thoughts go out to the Chicago recon-
centrados on whom the lengthening
rays of a summer sun are just beginning
to carry the shafts of disease and suffer-
ing and death, and I wonder how long
this awful farce will be played before
the laborers will break this tenfold
worse thn Spanish tyranny and take
their place as men demanding that the
fruits of their toil shall no longer be
snatched from their helpless families
to support industrial parasites in idle
laxury,

i A. M. SIMONS.

The English translation of Karl
Marx’' “Eighteenth Brumaire,” that re-
cently ran through THE PEOPLE, is
now to be had bound in an elegant vol-
ume of 78 pages, with Marx' picture as
frontisplece. This work is of great
value. No Socialist, even though he be
no student, and no student even though
he be no Soclalist, can afférd to be with-
,out it.  Apply Labor News Co., 64 E.
4th street, N Y. city. Price 25 cents,

8. L. P. Suppliss.

Constitutions in English, German
and Pollih (rith plaiform).... Glc. per 100

con!:unn on in Jewish (withou

~ CORRESPONDENCE.

[Correspondents who fer to appear in
print under an assum name, will attach
such pame to their communication, besides
thetr own signa address. None other
will recogal L]

The $t, Paul, Minn,, Municipal Elec-
tion.

To FHE PEOPLE.—May 3d was designated
as tife date for our municipal election. Com-
rade E. E. Fisher was our candidate for Mayor
and polled 311 votes, according to city clerk
Jensen's statement; whether this is the cor-
rect figure or not, we can't say. as we had no
challengers or judges as the old parties. We,
for the first time in St. Paul's history, had a
Mayor candidate in the fleld.

Three hundred and eleven votes for a city of
this magnitude may seem small, but It must
be noted that it is a monopoly-ridden city,
well supplied with labor fakirs also.

The municipal ownership league had worked
up a sentiment. causing 3,356 votes to be given
to W, W. Erwin who promised. If elected, a
3 cents car fare and the municipalization of the
street rallways, the light plants and the tele-
phone systern as well as the abolition of the
contract system as far as public works were
concerned. These promilses had some weight
with the working pecple who therefore en-
dorsed Erwin in the hope of immediate relief.
He himself, posing &% the friend of labor,
caused the unwary tollers to throw away their
votes upon him.

As to the Prohibition vote, we have reason
to feel encouraged when we learn that only
507 yotes was allowed their candidate, Frost,
spite the many years they have been in the
political arena. The people seem to uhder-
stand that the cause of hard times is to be
rought somewhere outride of the saloons and
that more radical measures must be resorted
to than the prohibition of liquor manufacture
and sale. !

Many weeks before election we had speakers
in the different ward meetings more or leéss
attended and a week or more before élection
meetings - were hold every noon at the railway
car shops, factories, ete., and open-alr meet-
ings in the evenings in the -most traversed
parts of the city. A drum as the means of cal-
ling the people’s attention, should be just the
thing for that purpose. During our campalgn
not less than 20,000 cofles of our municipal
platform were distributed right and left, be-
sides ‘other books or leafiets, sold or given

away.

Next fall we will give the voters of Minne-
sota an opportunity to vote for Soclallsm, for
the second time (the first belug two years

ago).
CHARLES DAVIDSON,
SAMUBL JOHNSON,

St. .Paul, Minn., May 1888,

The Clans Struggle in Loulsville, Ky,

To THE PEOPLE.-~May 15t a successful pub-
lic meeting was held to protest against war in
general and the American-Spanish war in par-
ticular, ‘as being hostile to the interests of
the working class and international class con-
sclousness,

Economically, we have to announce the lock-
out of the Common Beer Hrewery workmen,
as & result of the ultimatum. of the bosses
which sald: *'We give you ten days time to
leave the union or your joh.'" All the Com-
mon Heer Brewerles are now scab brewerles,
and the fight is on for the preservation of the
union, at which the blow is intended. The
new local 8. T. & L. A. has been selected by
the Executive Committee of the Hrewers'
Union to bear the brunt of the battle, and
during the last week the arbitration -com-
mittee of our Alllance has been daily actively
vngaged in committee work for the Hrewers’
Unilon. The Alliance Committee has sent a
communication to all the unions in the city
calling upon them to stand by the locked out
brewers in this fight and by timely and con-
certed action prove that “pure and simple-
dom'" has not quite taken all the, combative-
nes out of them.

After the Brewers' fight is over it will bs
necessary for the workingmen of this city to
turn their attentlon to the Hroom Makers and
Bakers of this city. The former are having
a hard fight in trying to compete with convict
labor, g

Brooms are being made in large quantities
in the Eddyville prison and thrown on the
local market at prices which completely de-
moralize the trade.

The Hakers, In spite of the fact that they
have two unions here, are working longer
hours and getiing poorer pay than ever before,
in fact, their labor time, in moany instances,
i» aimply UNLIMITED. Yet in the face of all
these facts our’local labor fakir organ, the
“New Era,” regularly snnounces in glowing
terms new victories (7) for “‘pure and simple
orgazized labor.”

Members of the S. T. & L. A., let us blow
the breath of New Trade Unionism into thix
impotent “*pure and simple” body, and awaken

it to uew life. %
THE PRESS COMMITTEE.
Loulsyille, Ky., May 19,

Harry Lloyd, of Boston Town.

To THE PEOPLE.—Harry Llpyd, ''presi-
dent’’ of the Carpenters’ Unlon of America,
who 1s to represeut the 600,000 () workingmen
affiliated in tho A. F. of L. at the next Hritish
trade union congress, has beon rewarded ten
days ago with another “‘honorable’” position
for his faithful work in deluding his followers
in the trade union movement and heiping the
capitalist class. He was elected to represcnt
Ward 22, of this city, on the Democratic ward
or city committee. Ho also is a member of
the Democratic State Committee.

This Is the man who helped the miners win
(%) their strike. He travelled through the min-
ing district without & cent of expense to his
union, g -

Mayor Josiah Quincy pald the bills, and In
return this labar skate (who worked his ways
on the C. L. U, committes to aRTTANKE & Hazle-
ton massacre meeting) fixed it so that only
Democrats were present and the maln apeech
was delivered by Mayor Quincy. But Quincy is
Grover Cleveland's right hand bower, and
stood by hiin when he sent the federal troops
into Illinols, and you kuow Quincy Is & Gold
bug, while Harry is a Silverite?!

That's where some people make & mistake,
Hasry s nothing—nothing but a labor skate,
nn.‘ stands for Harry every time.

Shame on ye proletarians—members of the
Carpenters’ Unlon of America to allow -'pch
a character to ralse the ery of “‘no politics™ in
your union, while he is bullding up & home for
himself on the prestige he has by belng your
national president,

Nothing but the incoming tide of new trade
unfonism will ever drown these rats.

To arms, ye carpenters, and in the name of
common sense strike these labor fakirs with
the “‘battering ram of the Socialist Trade and

Labor Alliance. L
* Boston, Mass., May 34 S

Invitation to Buffalo Subscribers.

To THE PEOPLE.—The American Branch
of Section Buffslo, 8. L. P.. wishes to invite
all Buffalo readers of THE PEOPLE (o attend
the discussion meeting of the Hranch, to be
held at the Labor Lyceum, 650 Broadway, near
Jefferson street, this Sunday, May the 29th,
at 8 p. m. sharp. i '

The subject for discussion is: “Why the So-
clalist Labor Party endorsed the Soclallst
Trades and Lebor Alllance.” .

In view of the coming convention of the S.
T. & L. A., to be held in Buffalo July Ath,
and on account of the latest events in the labor
movement of this country, this subject de-
serves particular attention.

Admisston 1% free for all
friends along.

Buffalo, May 25,

LETTER BOL

Off-hand Answers to Correspondents.

[No questions will be considered that come
in anonymous letters. All letters must carry
& bona- fide signature and address.]

E. §., Nokomis, 1ll.—Bellamy's “Equality"
{s, on the whole, lnferior to his ‘“‘Looking
Backward."” At least, the country is now so
much further advanced than |t was In 'S%,
when ‘'Looking Backward'' appeared, that
even If “Equality’’ were superior, as it may
seem In parts, it is not suffclently so con-
sidering the iotellectual progress of the na-
tion.

As to your other question about books asked
after in a previous letter, that Jetter did not
reach here. t.

J, M., Lincoln, Neb.—The claim In the
“Danish liberal paper of Omaha' that, at
the late election in Denmark, the Soclalist La-
bor party candidates there *‘yelled and hur-
rahed’ for the king and royalty on the king's
birthday, 4s a substantial misrepresentation.
There was & good deal of “‘yelling’" done, but
only In derision. The following Ineident hap-
pened, and that is what the "Danish liberal
paper of Omaha™ probably misinterpreted—
wilfully or otherwise: The party of the right,

Bring family and
AM. BRANCH.

the extreme couservative, having all
clatmed that it was the onl.n! loyal people
true patriot. & Socialist candidate sarcastically
toasted the King at a meeting: everybody at
the meeting u the act as & joke oa
the “patriots.””

4

4 three capitalists,

As to that agor'. claim that the Danish
Soclalists  wor together with the middle
Classcs, that also Is A false way of
The correct way to put it is that the Danish
middle class has, 10 a considerable extent,
senke enough to and does work with the Soclal-
ists, The Danish middle class, which s there
quite jarge, understands that the capitalist
class will crush it out and, having more sense
than our American middle class, it does not
join the class that will crush 1t and confiscate
its pruperty, it joins the class-conscious So-
clalist movement which will bring about free-

utting 1t

“dom to all through the Co-operative Common-~

wealth, As the leader of the people, the Dane
fah Soclalists may thus well do all in their
power to stem the hardships that crowd on &
middle class that. by adopting the Roeclalist
programme, is ready to abandon its own class
interests and place itself in line with the class
interests of the proletariat, ¥
That is all there i of It

J. A, Burleigh and others of the Single Tax
Society of Philade!Phia.—Your anti-war re-

.solutions are not published because they con-

tain not one single, solitary constructive
thought. They dre nothing but & string of
humanistic-utopian exhalations, that might
procesd from any Salvation Army gathering,
Or any other source that, not having its feet
on the solid ground of scionce or fact, Ilgnores

the existence of:the socisl class struggle, and
imagines that peace on earth and will
Among men can be brought about by elegantly

fpun phrases and sugar-plum sentiments.

Moredver, your resolutions echo allegations
of fact that are false, and concoctions of the
capitalist Intrigue that brought on this war.
The Cubans have not been enga; in a revolt,
justifiable or otherwise.  All that there ever
was of the “‘revolt of the Cuban 1o’ was
in the columns of those of our capitalist jours
nals that were paid by the Sugar and other
Trusts to promote the delusion and furaish &
pretext for war: and also in the reports to
Spain of the Spanish Captain-Generals ia Cu-
ba, who thereby had a better chance to pluader
the treasury of the island.

We have no space to promote either flap-
doodlism or false history.

L. L., New Brunswick, N. J.—You ought to
know that by this time. F. G. R. , of
Manchester, N. H., was engaged by the 8, L.
P. as organizer. While drawing pay in that
capagity, he was writing to rty members
to pull out of the 8. L. P. and joln the Debs
Democracy, The swindle was proved to the
National Executive Committec by the very
letters, bearing his own signature and written
in his own hand. As soon as the fact was es-
tablished. his organizer’'s commission was
withdrawn from him, and quickly thersupon
he skipped the ropes to prevent expulsion, He
15 an all-around bad egg.

0ld Boy, St. Louls, Mo.—Yes, wo have heard
of such cases. You wlill notice tho' that the
alleged Socialists, who object to the party's
attitude on the war with Spain, will In most
cases, also object to the party’'s attitude on
the 8, T. & L. A. And it is quite natural.
These people allow themselves to be bluffed.
They allow the present capitalist howl to ia.
timidate them Into a pro-war posture, just as
they allow. the fakirs to intimidate them into
a pro-fakirs' posture. Weakness in one
will manifest itself In weakpess In other re-
Epects,

T. L. W., Drooklyn, N. Y.—~Yes, sir; every
time, It is fundamental In human experience
that the best evidence is the evidence given
against one self. We give credence to and m#.
capitalist papers upon that principle. o
testimony they bear against the capitalist
system and the capitalist class may be relied
on,

F. R. G., Yonkers, N. Y.—The subscription
Nst of THE PEOPLE s Increasing at the rate
of over 10 & week.

“Louls,"” Schenectady, N. Y.—True to Its
“democracy,” the Colonization scheme of the
“Social Democracy’ is kept dark from Its
members. The place where the colony is to
be “located,” the amount that will cost, and
even the full list of its Directors—all that
continues to be withheld from the members.
Rumor has it tho' that the silver mine owner
Hearst, who recently raised the price of hix
*Journal'' on the Now Yark newsboys, s one
of the Directors whose ‘‘names are still with-
held."

G,

G. Boston, Mass.—McKinley has been’
called’ the

“Syndicated President,”” because
Mark Hanna of them, to
whom he was heavily Indebted, syndicated
thelr claim upon him, and started the boom
that landed him In the White House, and in
that way sought to get thelr money back.

nickname did not originate in this ofee.

“American,” N. Y.—No wonder you can't
find in the New York “‘Press'” the fal mn
it gave of the Socialist indignation LA
at Cooper Unlon, quoted in these columns last
woek. The paper seemed afrald to utter the
le in the city. We have subsequently sa-
coertained that the report appeared Io the *“Jer-
sey Edition” only. It was meant for outside
consumption only.

Mass Meeting and Entertainmerit

~~GIVEN HY THE-—

Wendell Phillips Agitating Soo'y

For the purpose of raising a
OAMPAIGN FUND OF THE 8. L. P.

on THURSDAY, June 9th, '98,
at 77—79 Essex St.

Speakors LUCIEN RANIAL, WW. EDLIN, ANDREW
M. CONTREROUS, n Cuban, H. HuGHEs of
Hrooklyn, WRIGHT Bros. and the
Dramatic Co. will take part in the Entertain- -
ment.

Tiokets, incl. Hatchecks, 10 Ots.

he Annual Meeting of the Stockhold-
ors of the Bnrlo&em Qo, for the
election of directors for ensuing year, will
be held at the. uffice of the com gy No, 338
Broadway, Manhattun, New ¥ x..el the
218t day of June, llg&.itéz'.elook in ufter

noon. 3 ecretary.
Dated, Mal 20th, 1868. i

T
ho Scand.
T will mrrange Its 5th GRAND PI in
AMORY GROVE, Roxbury, on DECORATION DAY,
Monday, May 30th, 1808 -

CHAS. TECHE of Nat, Ex. Com. of the 8. L. P,
will speak.

Sports and Ttmo. with prizes for ladies and
kentlemen. Singing by the Scand. Soe, Demn.
Chorus and German Soo. Bllllg. Beot. of Boston.

Exhibi:ion by the Swedish and Nw'?hl

tic Clubs. Dunoclog from 2 to 9P, M.
Lunches and bevernges, #39
Gents tickets 50 Cts, ‘ Ladies $50ts.

HILLKOWITZ & HILLQUIT

Attorneys at Law,
230 Broadway. Rooms

H. B. SALISBURY, Attoper-as-

Office for Consultation to
11 to 5) 50 Unien Square, (offioed of :
Oo-operative

Soc Dam. Olnk of

ranos Ase'n, otc.) New York,

DR. C. L. FURMAN,

DENTIST, 1
121 BCHERMERMHORN 8T., BROOKLYN, M. Yo
Steam

JOHN OEHLER'S e

87 Frankfort Street 87
. Cor. Pearl St.,
Franklin 8quare E. B. R. Station
Orders be taken at 116 E. 5th street, betw
Ln-uA'.’gd First Ave.,, New York Oity, M1

. Goldmann's Peinting Offis,

_oor. New Ohambers and William Ste.

Vi Yudiaw
= M
BROOKLYN

LABOR LYCEUM,

949-955 Willoughby Av.
(Formerly 81-6¢ Myrtio Btroet.)

for Mass Mestiags.
o fur alls and Fro Nioa,

Workmon = Patronise Your Owa Home}
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 THE - DEBATE

NEW YORK CITY Aprﬂ 24, 1898.
Debate of the Boot and Shoe Work-
& s’ Union (A. F. of 1..) versus the Gen-
eral Council of Shoe Workers (8. T. &
L. A), at Teutonia Hall, 16th street and
3rd avenue, New York Cl!y, April 24,
1894,

Participants:

John F. Tobin, and

Frank A. Slevermin,
representing the Boct and Shoe Work-

‘ers Union;

William L. E.?"" and

Daniel De n,
representing the Genmeral Council of
Shoe Workers.

The meeting was called to order by
Miss Katie Pryor, Secratary of the Gen-
eral Council of Shoeworkers.

SIEVERMAN: —Lat me say, to begin
‘with, Mr. Chairmar and fellow shoe
workers and wageworkers, that I wish
to dispose of one question to begin with;
and that js that I will answer for my
right to wear a red button and for my
right to carry a red card and for my
right to work as u ogjalist, to no In-
dividual. In the locality from whence I
bail, my position a8 a Socialist is well

.known. It may be customary for the
members of the Socialist Labor party
here to owe allegiance and make obe-
_isfance to this gentleman [pointing to
De lLeon], but I carvefully refrain; I
respectfully ‘decline, I know my posi-
tion in the labor movement, and I do
not hesitate to say that before 1 get
through with this Httle discourse I will
define where I stand, but I will say it
does. not come in reply to the interroga-
tion of the gentleman. He has no more
right to question my record in the iabor
movement than [ have his. My record
in the labor movement is not a recent
growth: it is since [ was able to toddle
into a union and take part in union
affairs that I have been a member of the
revolutionary  clags-conscious  army.
Having done this all my life, I expect
to do it until the end. I expect to do
it until the end in spite of all pecple can
do to oust mé¢. | am going to be here
until the finish: 1 am going to be in the
S. L. P. until the finish, until there is
a waving of the international flug of
Socialism through the world; I am go-
ing to continue in the S. L. P. until that
time approaches, in spite of all who do
not'agree with me, who do not like my
statements and the color of my hair; in
spite of all. So much by way of digres-
sion and in answer to the question.

Let us first take up my friend, Mr.
Brower. He makes certain statements
that are unqualified falsehoods. He says
that when a member of the Shoe Coun-
cil of New York eame to Rochester I,
in my capacity as agent, repudiated that
card. That is absolutely and unquali-
fledly a falsehood. If the man who rep-
resenfed himself to be a member of this
crganization, and who used the worst
kind of Billingsgate about the move-
ment in this city, and who no doubt
was a fair representative of the genus
tramp, if he was an honest Soclalist, he
was a first-class scallawag, that was
prepared to offer any Kind of excuse in
order to get out of paying one ‘cent of
dues into any organization; he would
have pothing more to do with them;
he came from Brooklyn and saw the fal-
lacy of it, but when I told him that he
had no choice in the matter, then did
he hide himself behind the Shoe Coun-
cil of this city; and upon the statément

° of this man, Comrade Brower, upon the
stutement of this man who comes from
this city, you take his word, though
unsubstantiated and uncorroborated,
you hold me up to the public ridicule
of every Socialist in this city, in this
country that reads THE PEOPLE.
There it s made to appear that I have
been guilty of some things that a So-
clalist ought to be ashamed of, and 1
have never done that, nor will 1 ever
do that. 1 advised this man, in view
of the statements that he made, I ad-
vised him not to disconnect himself
from the Shoeworkers' Council, and I
boped that he would by his presence
and by his co-operation and by his as-
sistance do all he could to make this
movement a success. That {8 what 1
sald to your member and I expressed
scrrow to him that I was unable to take
him into our organization. He paid
‘$1.00 initiation fee, and before the week
expired I went down to our organiza-
tion and placed the case before them.
and then said, In future this organiza-
tion will initiate anybody that holds an-
other card in another organization, pro-
vided his card is square; and when I
went back to this man, he was gone;
he had taken up his tramp. Now be-
cause I was unable to bring him in and
continue his membership here and get
him in there also without any cost, I
am held up to the public ridicule, prob-
ably with the expectation that Siever-
man would consider it the last straw
that would break the camel's back and
get out of the S. L. P. But I tell you
it takes more than one statement in
THE PEOPLE or any,other publica-
tion that will drive me out of the So-
cialist Labor party.

Now I want to say to you that my in-
tention in coming here is not so much
for the purpose of dwelling upon the
objects of the Trades Union, as for the
purpose of showing that we are an or-
ganization that is headed in the direc-
tion of Socialism: for the othar Coun-
cll 18 & manifest ond complete failure.
You can go down into the headquarters
of the Boot and Sh:cvorkers' Unmion,
and you won't find an American flag
waving over the picture of General
Fitzhugk Lee: you won't find them
there, but here in the headquarters of
the Soclalist Trade and Labor Alliance,
most assuredly you will find them, and
see the officers neglecting other matters
to discuss the more important-subject
of whether the Cubans will whip the
Spaniards or not.

But when we are able to show to you
that three years ago when the confer-
ence was called of shoeworkers through

this country, when we found that by

simply organizing isolated trades we
were going down and down; and when
the shoeworkers realized the import-
ance of forming an organization that
recognized at least some of the prin-
ciples of solldarity. we issued a call to
every shoemaker in this country to
_ meet in Boston in 1895. Comrade Tobin
responded to the call. Comrade Brower
(Section New York certainly has cause
to be proud of his course, because while

-head of that organization,

Secreury Tobin was on to Boston with
a Soclalist programme In his pocket,
what was Brower doing? He was print-
ing this insignificant Labor Day Souve-
nir that our friend De Leon makes fun
of, and ealling the attenflon’ of the
Shioeworkers to the fact that you have
got such ;lnutlc machinery!) Class-
conscious, surely! It is manifested in
the course of Comrade Brower when we
put it opposite the course of Comrade
Tobin. Comrade Tobin went to the
City of Boston, and there helped to
formulate the Boot and Shoeworkers’
Union; there he tried to get that union
started on progressive lines, rud al-
though he was defeated by an over-
whelming majority, he stood as a father
and sponsor of that resolution; and he
was as father and sponsor of that reso-
lution elected President of the Union.
And what as a result? We see that
THE PEOPLE published in its issue
at that time a long article rejoicing
because this Unfon has shown a distinct
sign of progress. We are glad that
Comrade Tobin is elected President of
the Boot and Shoeworkers' Union, as a
Socinlist, in 1895! What has transpired
since that should change the views of
our friends on the other side? Since
that time from this organization has
come absolute, straight Socialist decla-
rations, .defended by Socialists with all
the power and all the eloguence and
fire at their command; at each succeed-
ing convention of the Boot and Shoe
Workers' Union there was.an increas-
ing number of votes for those Socialist
declarations of principle, and at every
succeoding election our friend Comrade
Tobin was returned and returned as the
In the or-
dinary course of things should not that
have added to the pleasure experienced
by the management of THE PrUrLE
in 1895? But in the meantime ‘“‘we"
organized a littla Mutual Admiration
Soclety; “we” have found ourselves un-
able to capture these organizations, un-
able to deliver the goods for which bar-
gains were made, such as editorships,
and so forth, and “we' come to New
York and do what? and “we” come to
New York and take the tag end of that
organization which was organized five
yvears ago and “‘we' organize it into the
Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance;
*“we” call that the Soclalist Trade and
Lebor Alljance, and henceforth there
is a new qualification for a Socialist;
henceforth there is a new test: you must
subscribe to this 8. T. & L. A.; you
must say that is the only trades union
or organization in which Socialists are
made,

threw all the light possible against

‘the Alliance in the Convention of the

S. .. P. He tells a falsehood. 1t is true
that I threw all the light possible on
that guestion, but I had just ten min-
utes, and when that ten minutes ex-
pired, it was the gentleman that preced-
ed me, who, whed he saw. delegates
coming toward me with the evident

intention of supporting me, rose quick- 1

ly in his seat with a parliamentary
trick, and notified the Chair that the
time for adjournment had arrived; and
the next day when I looked for those
men who wanted to give me time the
day before, they were not to bé found.
‘What was the interference? That they
had been “seen.”

I have some time to throw light upon
this question tp-day; I have as much
time as anyone. We say we view this
question from the-standpoint of Soclal-
{sts. We say it is the duty of Sociallsts
to go out in the labor movement and
make Socialists just as speedily as we
can do so, and any labor movement
which will give us the opportunity of
entering the field ‘and advocating So-
cialism or propagating ' progressive
ideas, that is the place for a Socialist.
But no, these people say it must not be
£0; you can only be a class-conscious,
thorough-going Socialist, unhampered
and unstained with a stigma of hate, if
you hold a card in the S. T. & L. A,

Comrade Tobin stated that the en-
‘dorsement of the 8. T. & L. A, was se-
cqured by false pretences, The gentle-
man who preceded answers that it is
passing effrontery, to make ‘that state-
ment. [ say it is so, On the floor of
the Convention I raised the question
and 1 warned thé delegates that this
meant there would be a new qualifica-
tion for Socialists; that only such would
be looked upon as Socialists that would
withdraw themselves ' from their re-
spective organizations and connect
themselves with the Socialist Trade and
Labor Alliance; and men who favored
the S. T. & L. A. said that is not so;
“Sieverman has misconstrued the fact;
we belleve here is our position,” and
this is the statement that they made
and 1 challenge contradiction within
the lines of truth. They said at that
Convention, Mr. Hugo Vogt, who, I be-
lieve, is one of the shining lights ana
champions of the Socialist Labor party,
he sald, “I believe there are 150,000
shoemakers in this country, and you
claim 12,000. What about the other
138,0007" He said, “Do- you claim a
monopoly on them?" I said, “Certainly
not.” He said, “this is the motive of
the S. T. & L. A.; we can get the un-
organized; we shall hammer the fakirs
on the head; we shall do all we can to
down the fakirs,"—a theory and a de-
termination which I am entirely in
sympathy with. Now there appears in
the issue of THE PEOPLE a week ago
a statement iu answer to “True F‘riend"
by which it appears that the S. T.

L. A. MUST succeed; it says that tho
8. T. & L. A, MUST succeed the present
movement, etc. [ want that to go into
the record to have it understood that
the theory of the B. T. & L. A. differs
to-day very materially from that which
was promised on the floor of the Con-
vention. On the floor of that Conven-
tion the unorganized were to be taken
care of; now we have got to hammer
down the organized. In spite of the
fact that three years have passed since
there was a joyful article in THE
PEOPLE, “We have been making prog-

ress in the direction of Socialism,” and
lbont we Soclalists filling a convention.

We are not prepared to apologize for
our standing in the labor movement.
‘We say that the Boot and Sheeworkers’

of our com-
ventions from time to time, is a suff-
cient guarantee that we are not politic-
al skates, and a notice that nobody can
do business with its responsible officers
other than candidates on the Sociallst
Labor un.y ticket. This is evident,

. Comrade De Leon says that I.

and still in spite of all that was stated
on the floor of the S. L. P. Convention,
here we are calied upon to defend our
right to come to the City of New York

and organize the unorganized. How
many years have the S. T. & L. A, been
active in bettering your condition in
this city? I have.it upon fairly good
authority that whenever there is an ad-
vertisement that the S. T. & L. A. I8
going to have a debate, and especially
when Daniel De Leon is going to speak
on the affirmative side, they turn out
in force. Where are they to-day? Com-
rade Brower informed me vesterday
that three of them, three of the com-
mittee that were on the S. T. & L. A
side, were 20 busy discussing the Cuban
question that they did not have time
to make arrangements for this meeting.
Class-conscious! I believe that if you

asked the average member of the Boot

and Shoeworkers’ Union what he thinks
of the Cuban question, he would say,
“Is it good without salt?"

A gentleman has also asked whether
we belleve In the declaration of the In-
ternational Socialist Congress. 1 wish
to place myself as unqualifiedly agree-
ing with what is said in that Interna-
tional Congress, and with them I do
not beleive in the foolishness of engag-
ing in an economic struggle in not per-
mitting each Socialist to enter that la-
bor organization wheré he thinks he
can do the most good; and the economic
organization to which I belong, in that
we are promulgating no other than So-
cialist ideas; and this organization did
to my knowledge, and I believe I may
say proudly, with my assistance, place
in the pockets of certain wage workers
in this country the little insignificant
sum of £75,000 per annum. 1 hold in‘'my
hand THE PEOPLE of Sunday, Sep-
tember 6, 1896, and here is an article
headed, “Duty of Trade Unions,” and
this trade union 'zilicle reads as fol-
lows: “In order to make tho trades
union as effective as poss'bic chey are
commanded' to organize a2 national
trades unions in their respective coun-
tries, thus avoiding the waste of power
by small individual or local organiza-
tions. Especially difference of political
views ought not to be considered a rea-
son for separation in the economic
struggle. On the other hand, the nature
of the class struggle makes it tge duty
of the labor organizetions to educate
their several members up to the prin-
ciples of Social Democracy.” [Applause
from Winchewsky, Cahan, Casson, Mod-
est, etc.] This is the position which has
been taken by the International Con-
gress, and that says distiuctly that dif-
ference of political belief should not
keep us from organizing; but here the
Boot and Shoeworkers' Union, because
we do not belong to the 8. T. & L. A,
since our organization does not recog-
nize the importance, the supremacy of
the S, T. & I.. A., we are howled down
as a fake organization, inuendces are
hurled out here by the responsibie ed-
itor of THE PEOPLE that possibly
there is some money consideration in
this thing—men who have spent all
their lives, all their hopes for the pur-
pose of being on the same political side,
denounced for no other reason than
because they do not join this little Mu-
tual Admiration Soclety! Now is $kat
the kind of tactics calculated to advance
the Socialist movement, to give us the
largest and best organization attain-
able under modern conditions? I do not
think it is.

I have referred to the United Brew-
ers’ Federation. In the City of Roch-
ester, where 1 live, up to a few days ago,
there was controlled by the Knights of
Labor Brewers every brewery in that
city, the men were working at from $9
to $11 a week, and less for the drivers,
and whoever some saloon-keeper or
ward politician recommended got a job;
there was an agreement which made
absolutely no provision as to wages, but
simply stated that the employees of
the brewery should be members of the
Knights of Labor. Now my friends of
the United Brewers' trade came into
the City of Rochester, and what did they
do? They took the economic organiza-
tion that had some strength in this
country, and they said to this organiza-
tion, “Gentlemen, you are organized la-
bor; we desire that you shatl desist from
consuming the Rochester product, until
we have compelled these people to give
us good wages, and as a result, without
a strike of one single day, we curtailed
the product of that institution five-
sixths. Instead of being sold through
the country to these people who belong
to the American Federation of Labor,
instead of being sold in Baltimore, and
Philadelphia, and in Chicago, and In
Boston and St. Louis, and everywhere
where there is an organization; instead
of drinking thelr beer they notified
these beer dealers that unless they bet-
tered conditions they would cease to
handle their product, and as a result
not a single brewer in Rochester is
working for less than $13 a week, not
& single cellar-man is working for less
than $16 & week. The National Brew-
ers’ Union fought the capitalists in the
city of Rochester and reduced their
bank accounts $75,000 per annum, and
turned over the money to the brewers.'
Do you think that is worth striving for?
Do you think that can be.accomplished
in a mere Mutual Admiration Society?
in which you have no outside support?
I stand here as an unqualified critic of
the American Federation of Labor, and
I say that until we have successfully
ousted the fakirs out of that great or-
ganization, until we have gone to the
head of that organization and placed
there honest men, reliable men, Social-
ists in fact, T say until that time, as

sensible men, as class-conscious men,
. we must avail ourselves of the force

that is in that organization. I tell you

it is ridiculous nonsense to assume that

an organization is of no earthly use or
consequence because its leaders are cor-
rupt; it is a piece of nonsense. I tell
you that a trades union is the first
manifestation of class-consciousness,
involuntary sometimes, but from the

‘fact that it is a trades union, hides it-

self in a closed room and discussses a
question that is to their interests and:
against the interests of the boss, I say
it is a manifestation of class- conselous-
ness, and it is our duty as Socialists to
stay In these part-conscious organi-

-zations and open their eyes to the true

situation. They are better material to

" make Socialists of than a lot of people

who have not got suficient interest in
their own interests to even organize.
We pay four cents per year, however,
to Mr. Sam Gompers towards salary,
and because of that we should get out
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of that trades union movement, think
the peopie of the 8. T. & L. A, but I
tell you that we must stay in the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor until we can
capture that organization for the So-
cialist movement, and I do not antici-
pate that that time is far distant.
Comrade De Leon says that ‘our or-

" ganization is built on quicksands, and

proves it by the fact that we go down
and come up smiling. Well, we know
the Council of Shoeworkers has gone
down, but it has not come up since
then, smiling or otherwise.

Mr. De Leon also says that he has
sympathy for a man who is driven into
scabbery because that is a necessity, but
he has no sympathy for anyone who is
a born scab. That is a new idea for a
Sociallst; a man is a scab because he
is a born scab, just like a negro Is black
because he is born black. Well, if a
man is born a scab, he certainly cannot
help it; he has no choice in the matter.
We at least ought to have some sort of
sympathy for the poor.fellow that is
horn so inferior, Now theJdacts are that
the first manifestation of consciousness
is to find that everybody's course is
prompted by his environment. If his
environment is such as to arouse his
hostility to a labor organization, he will
divorce himself from that movement;
and nobody knows it better than Mr.
De Leon and the members of the Social-
ist Labor party generally.

Mr. Brower lays stress upon the fact
that this huge glant Ross is responsible
for the loss of a strike. The great dis-
tress for an opportunity to labor cuts
no more figure; it is because Ross,
R—0—8—8 it is because Ross goes
from the packing room into another
thet we lost that strike! What non-
sense! !

"Let me say when you come into the
Boot and Shoeworkers’ Union you are
going to lose strikes, and in the Coun-
cil also, right straight along, but we
maintain and we prove that by main-
taining an economic organization with
the largest possible number striving
for a solution of this question, we are,
always will be, better off than if ‘we
have no organization at all. [Ap-
plause.]

OUR TRAITORS.

(Continued from Page 1.)

returned and interest besides; but the
enlisted soldier’s life or health is not to
be returned to his dear ones, and, of
course, no interest on top of that. If
the purpose is, as is claimed, simply to
raise money in defence of the nation,
then let that money be raised in such
way as may benefit the nation, and as
the nation has a right to. What that
manner is can be easily ascertained by
the light of the views of the noblest and
wisest of all the Revolutionary Fathers
~—Benjamin Franklin. He sald: ‘Private
wealth is the creature of Soclety, and
Society has a right to the last farthing
of that wealth whenever Society is in
need of that creature of itself—PRI-
VATE WEALTH.' Let it be taxed Into
the coffers of Society. Tus life would,
at least, not be treated more cheaply
than wealth. What i{s consumed of
either by Soclety in Soclety's defence
would be a just sacrifice.”

Do the Silverites hold this lmmn'
No. They dare not. They want a mar-
ket for their silver. Admit that wealth
is the creature of Society and at So-
ciety’s disposal whenever needed would
be a denial of the basic principle upon
which Silverites, no less than Goldites,
stand; to wit, the principle that the
product of Society does not belong to
its creator but to those who have suc-
ceeded in stealing it; which is another
way of defining capitalism.

Agreed upon this fraudulent prin-
ciple, the Siiverites and Goldites in Con-

gress are engaged in battle not to pro- |

tect the Nation but to draw out of the
Nation’s troubles such advantage as

. each can; and as t.helr interests conflict

they are “‘debating.
'l‘heaomnlolduu-ttholooto!

Calvary contented themselves to throw

dice for the Vestments that were not
enough “to go round”; the Praetorian
Guard in less easlly satisfied,
are rending one another for the Vest-

; ment of the crucified Nation.

- OFFICIAL,

SOOIALIST LABOR PARTY.
NATIONAL ESECUTIVE
Henry Kuhn, 184 Willlam -msl. X.

NATIONAL LOARD OF !m
Robert Bandlow, 193 Ohmpmn Bt., Cleve

NOTICE.—For technlcal reasons, no party
announcements can go in that are mot in this
office by Tuesdays, 10 p. m.

National Executive Committee.

Scssion of May 24th, with Comrade Stahl In
the chalr. The financial report for the week
ending May 2ist showed receipts to have been
227.15; expenditures $47,41; deficit for the week,
$20.26. A committee from the C. L. F. ap-
peared, presenting a grieunce qlf.h!he prm-

m—
elected in his place. Committeses w
look for a hulr and lYlo to se¢ the Th

fourth and Thlny fifth Assembly Disty i
about organtzing "“The Harlem Aritation Cos. |
mittee. All members were lustructed to pus.
up their dues in the old district and to pay g
this brunch beginning this month.

Next meeting of the Branch is on the
Friday in June, § p. m., at 172 East 107th
1st floor.

PARLIAMENTS OF LABOR.

| Gemneral Executive Board, S. T. & L, A,
M the last mr\tln; J. Schlossberg was chaiy.

o Clhlﬂfr was granted to the Egg Candleny
nion

Max Weber, of Duffalo. N, Y., sent noties
that the Convention would be held at Flllmore
Hall, 963 Broadway, and the Secretary wag
instructed to issue a call and credentials 49
the affiliated bodies.

R. Schwemmer, Kneestakers' Al
Johnstown, N. Y., wrote that the office
President had been abolished and that
future communications should be audressed w
him at 115 Washington avenue. i

W. H. Thomas. Buena Vista, Pa., explained

of sending an agitatop

the urgent necessity

through the mining districts, A good fleld was
open for earnest agitation. It wax resolved tg
seek fnformation from the N, E (., & Lo p..
as to what comrade could attend o this, o

H. Ulbricht, Detroit. Mich., wrote that aftes
many attempts he had succeded in or.nnm
the Core ‘Makers. At a later mnllu
proposition to join the 8. T. & L. A, 'oulq
made.

B. Schlessinger, Chicago, 11, wrote that
United Hebrew Trades there applied t"
charter. QGranted as soon -as the & IQ.
received.

Progressive Musical Union, of Brooklyn,
again requested to carry out the former "
sion and join D. A, No. 2.

It was ennounced that D. A: 4% had orgass
Jzed the Kard Marx Club and a charter wag |
granted,

The next meeting will be held W«heﬂ.
Jure 1st, at 64 7. Fourth street, 8 P. M.

e e |
Trados and Socleties calendlr.

Standing advertisements of
and other Socleties (mn oMn
will be insertad under thi
the rate of $5.00 per nn. k

Or zations unould not 1086 0 AB .:agq i
tunity of advertiaing their places of m

N aren. avory uerday w0 A :.m::u 3
evtings eve. e'

East th u‘t'mt.. r’; L)on-.'
Dusinnes Secretary: l‘nl. v ;;\

contnl Labor !‘odmﬁn- of Now XY« '
(8. T. & L. A,, D. A. No. }2 Ianx 2
at 2.90 eve Sunday aftornoon at 64 East !
streat, New York City, m bonMdan!
nications m to bo 80!

Iabor Unions i s
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{’ est Bohm, umm& H
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Prvm- ve Internati 5
c nlon R’u. 90. Office and Emp‘o{ﬁ &
th lu'o:t.—Dlltrlc& 1 :
eve )
P. m— Dhmc; ll (Gonnu). nm
mesots every Saturday at
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-Dlg.u‘dez IV, l:):eh At 342 N 48 l
evel urday s m.—Tho Board }
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Ot (Machinists), mesis
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Labor Lyoeum, 64 lut 4th streat.

m retary: PETER BTAPLE

Gomn Wdurs' Union of N v‘.j

Hn-lul Proteotive Auhn
Ll. T. & L. A

men against the “‘Ab

tee was asked to put the matter in writing nnd
the Executive Committee would then Investi-
gate. A letter was réad from or-
green, setting forth that the section had no in-
tention of ignoring the Board of Appeals,
but had turned the matter over to the Queens
County Committee whore it had been delayed
on account of the May Day parade. The sec-
retary was lastructed to inform the section
that they must themselves answer the com-
plaint, because the only clause of the consti-
tution that refers at all to a cases of thia kina
(Art. 11, Sec, 13), speaks only of sections
divided into branches, while Section Evergreen
is a section Itself, A call was ordered for a
vots on the nominations for delegate to the
National Convention of the 8. T. & L. A., the
candidates being comrades Avery, Keep and
Morgan. Comrade Hickey reported as to his
work in Massachusetts.

A request from Section Yonkers that letter-
heads be printed for the sections was con-
sldered inexpedient and decided adversely.

L. A. MALKIEL, Rec. Sec'y.

General Vote.

The Sections of the Socialist Labor party are
hereby called upon to forthwith proceed to
vote upon the below candidates for delegate
to the National Convention of the 8. T. & L. A.
to be held In Buffaio, N. Y., on July 4, 1898,
The candidates who have accepted the nomina-
tion are: AVERY, MARTEHA MOORE, of
Roston, Mass.; KEEP, ARTHUR, of Washing-
ton, D. C.; and MORGAN, THOMAS G., of
Chicago, Il

The following comrades were also nominated
but declined: Lucien Sanlal, Fred. Long, J.
Mahlon Barnes, Thomas A. Hickey, Ugo
Vogt, Danlel De Leon, Joseph Manning and
Matthew Maguire.

Organizers will please note that the vote
must be reported in figures, and in figures on-
ly, and that statements to the effect that the
section has voted ‘‘unanimously’” for this or
that umlldnu without stating the vote cast,
cannpot be epted. The vote closes on
TUESDAY, .Ith 28th, the day of the last
meeting of the National Executive preceding
the convention. All reports not at hand on
that date cannot be counted. Only one dele-
gate is to be sent and members vote for only
one candidate of the three.

Organizers will please -nbmll this 1aatter at
the next meeting of their respective sessions,
see to it that the vote is taken and report the
result without delay.

By order ol' tho National Executive
Comm 8. L.

Y KUKN "Sec'y.

Connecticut,

The annual State Convention of the 8. L. P.,
State of Connecticut, will be held on Monday,
May 30th, at Auror Hall, 135 Union nml
Now Haven, beginning at 9 a. m. The order
of business is:

Report of State Committee and Sections.
Nomination of candidates for the fall cam-

paign.
Best means and ways to carry on agitation
for the coming year.
Date and place of next State Conventlon,
Seat of next State Committee.
F. SERRER.

Massachusetts.
ATTENTION BOSTON !

The Scandinavian Socialist Club of Boston

will arrange & grand pic-nic at Armory Grove,

bury, on Decoration Day. Chas.

Teche, of New York, will be

Besidos sports and games, singing and gym-

t‘::‘ltlc mmmn Wncl advertisement in this
ue.

!lehlnl.
DETROIT.—A grand open labor mee 'lll
be held at 1‘1:‘: c.nncﬂ lhll in Hll

BI'k, corner roe avenue and Randolph n..
ey e e e el
. ¥, May m.
Chappel, of Plymouth, and «"nol -
ers will address the meeting. Subjects: 1. Who
be a Soclailst? 2. The
Ca ists and of the Work: respectively
War.
Missouri.

Mom 8 ers Union of aev X
icinity moets every

1ast Friday in the month at 8 o’clock a

281.233 1. 834 Btreet.

suuon Essex Oounty, 8. L. P,;

mnmsua-ymmmauu...n
the hall of “Essex Oounty Socialist Club,” ¥
Springfield Ave,, Newark, N. J.

Section, 8. L.
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