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. Gu'the l_.ms and Linbs of the Nation’s

Yolunteers.
2len '.bo are out to Fight for What they
Consider Right d the Ameri

Fisg are Ma le to Starve by Politicians

Who are Using the War for their Own

Turposes and aro Coining Patriotism

into Monoy. » 5

A District of Columbia ' volunteer
writes to & Washington, D. C., paper the
following letter:

1 ehanced to read recently an article
in regard to the District Volunteer Re-
llef Associatien, which was organized
py Dr. Conden, and I cannot refrain
from commenting on it. It appears that
the ébject of the organization is to send
‘the District boys clothing and other
pecessities. That is truly a Christian
move, but much depends upon what are
considered necessities. Food is not in-
cluded, 1 find. Why is this?

“Will‘they clothe our bodies and allow
How ridiculous it must ]
sound to those at home when I state

us to starve?

the true condition of affairs, for WE
ARE STARVING RIGHT IN OUR
OWN RICH COUNTRY, FOR WHOSE
FLAG WE' ARE FIGHTING.

“And the fault is’ with the commis-
gary department which is made up of
men of political pulls. I speak omly for
our company, though our regiment
fares the same. Simce leaving home we
have had fresh bread once and fresh
meat twice. Fat meat, hard tack and

coffes constitute our regular rations,’

though the meat is often missing. Such
{eod in this hot climate, 'with the hard
work imposed, is enough to down any
man. Many are unfit for service al-
ready, and if this state of affaifs lasts
much-longer the men will fall an easy
prey to the horrible diseases prevalent.
Half-starved men are no more fit to
battle disease than to face the Span-
iards. '

“I cite one case to show that some-
thing is wrong with our commissary
department. Forty thousand dollars’.
worth of potatoes rotted a few miles
away from our cainp recently. The men

_ did not know that these potatoes were
there, but the commigsary department
must haye knpwn it.”

The tale of official peculation and
capitalist political scampishness told by
these simple lines is told fully and thor-

oughly. -
“Patriotism’” is here exhibited from

its two sides:

b pirat, T slde 6f Thié conmatng Volun-

teer, the boma fide patriot, who loves
his country and his people, wishes

' to add lustre to them by hastening to
succor other peoples in distress: the
volunteer whose virtuous sentiments
are exploited, and whose good will is
used to his own undoing.

Second, the side of the bogus patriot;
the capitalist politiclan and ¢lite, who
uses the word patriotism as bait for his
hook, and with that hook tears the
entralls of his fellow citizens in his
greed to “get there.” .
. Out of the lizht in which patriotism
§s thus thrust into, true Patriotism is
bound to come triumphant. The noble
sentiments of our volunteers, now per-
verted to improper purposes by the
{gnoble “patriotism’ of the capitallsts,
is bound to assert themselves. Then,

. woe to the *patriots” who have all
along been speculating upon the term!

In St. Louis

Sevaral Excellent S8igns of I‘rpnou.
BT. LOUIS, Mo., July 6.—At the
meeting of the so-called Social Democ-
racy held on June, the 24th, it was de-
‘elded to withdraw from the so-called
Social Democratic party until the con-
stitution and platform are forthcoming.
In other words, they wanted to find out
where they are at. .Some of the mem-
bers sald: “Mr. Chairman, we are going
to pleces.” (They evidently knew what
they were talking about). Others said:
“No, we are not going to pleces, we-are
going to grow, and if possible take In
the Bocialist. Labor party” (no ap-
plause). The expelled members of the
8. L. P. were furious. -Resolutions and
motions were offered until the atmos-
phere was thick with them. The chalr-
man was in a predicament. To tell it
all would occupy too much space, One
<an guess the rest. A
The local Cilgarmakers’ Union passed

' & resolution to fine every member $10
who distributes the “Arm and Ham- -

ner.” the official organ of ‘the Missouri

Committes of the Socialist Labor
Party, because said paper bears the label
oftheS T. & L. A. The passing of that
Temlution is good evidence that the
Alllance {5 making great strides for-
Ward. One can see here the finish of the
labor Fakir. ;

The English translation of Kar

cently ran through THE PEOPLE, is
Bow 1o be had bound in an elegant vol-
Ume of 78 pages, with Marx' picture as
frontispiece. - This work is of great
value. No Soclalist, even though he be
Ro student, and no student even though
‘he be no Soctalist, can afford to be with-
out it. Apply Labor News Co.,

4h street, N Y, city. Price 3 cents.

‘account of the recent elections in’

-and the following resolutions passed:

NEW YOURK, JULY 10, 1898.

'DETAILED FACTS

On the Xecent Elections to the Belgian
Parliament.

The below is a letter, by a Soclalist
Labor party member of the Belgian
Parliament, written to his brother in
Pittsburg, Pa. It gives an interesting

Belgium, in one of ihe Parnamentary’
districts.

“Dear Francis—Despite all the chi-
caneries to suppress the vote and in-
timidate the workingmen, despite the
struggle -for life that we have to carry
on against the Liberal-Clerical reaction,
we come out first pop with a formidable
majority. And yet every means was
employed against us; for instance, at
the last moment anonymous circulars
were issued against Callewaert and my-
self, signed “Sincere Socialists,”. Thus
vou see that the most ignoble tricks
were resorted to. But it did them no
good. Callewsert, for instance, the
candidate who, in 1894, polled the
smallest vote, polled this year the
largest of all. )

“Heve are the final results in my dis-
triot: i
“Avaflable vOte .....cecrenenens 124,965
“Absolute majority 62,483

“These were distributed between the
candidates of three parties running this
year as follows:

“LIBERALS.
STRRIX ok iaasiassmnnsvioayesss sies 21,763
SOOPPIT steesfesanisusnsonssssnae 21,121
“Deprez ..... .. 21878
“Derrandian ... sus 21,451
“Fontain ....coeccues g gl 4 B) 1y §
“Fourcoult ....oovenvacnns sou 121,690,
SHArIET S. s viaeals side i, <. 21,663
“HEYMANS . oeonaursrersesanas ‘ve 21,333
“CLERICALS. e

HRoUIVIN G aie e e 34,184
“De la Serra 34,112
“Dermine ..., veeenronsiens .sine 33,900
BDORDY (i s e e L i 33,825
“Levie 33,985
“L'Olivier . 33,714
“POTINOE vosvosisannses gt .. 34,221
“Thibaut . 84,104
e “SOCIALISTS.

“Callewaert .....cyessvane Cmames: G187
bl 0§ [ ] S S i ees. 66,489
A B0y R G S e 66,696
SFUgNANl i .ieiagitanisasesnsne 66,658
“Furrement ... «ss 66,702
“Lambillette .. ... 66,517
“Leonard . .l siise sewseubssss 00,589
“Vandervelde ......cieeiseossss 67,107

“Thus you see WE HAVE A MAJOR-
ITY OVER THE TWO COMBINED:
PARTIES OF OVER 10,000 VOTES."”

- Kt-Suckinloy’s Home.

8. L. P. Convention in Stark County, 0.
CANTON, O., June 26.-—The 8. L. P.
of Stark County held a convention at
Massillon last night and nominated the
following ticket:
Representative:
ROB. LEGG, of Sippo.

i County Clerk: .
NIC. WELTLICH, of Massillion,

Auditor:
CHAS. PFIRRMAN, of Canton.
Commissioner;
L. P. WEFLER, of Pigeon Run.’
Inf. Director:
W. SUTTON, of East Greenville,
. Surveyor: i
J. C. DAGER, of Canton.

For Congress (18th District):
Subject to approval of Sections in
Columbiana and Mahoning Co.:
SAM. BORTON, of Valley.

The platform and resolutions adopted
by the State Convention were endorsed

WHEREAS, There are numerous pub-
lications in this country which claim to
alm o teach Socialism, and these
papers, when asked to commit them-
selyes either for or against the S. L. P.,
either refuse to do so0, or, when driven
intu. & corner, oppose the tactics of the
S. L. P, and heap abuse and vilification
upon trusted members of the party;

WHEREAS, It is necessary, in order
to build up a sound Soclalist movement,
to have a press which can be relied on;
therefore be it

RESOLVED, That-we heartily en-
dorse the course pursued by THE
PEOPLE, “New Charter” and other
official organs of the S. L. P., and we
deem it'the duty of every member of the -
S. L. P. to help to increase the circula-
tion of our official organs, this being the
best way to make class-conscious
cialists.

We endorse the 8. T. & L. A, as the
only economic organization of labor
recognizing the class struggle, and
thereby aiding the political movement
of the working class, and we shall use
our efforts to organize locals wherever
possible,

We congratulate onr Comrades in
France, Belgium and Germany on the
magnificent gains made by them at the
late elections, ‘not forgetting the
splendid showing our New Bedford,
Mass,, Comrades made at the special
Congressional election held there May
31st. This will urge us on to work
harder for our common cause, vis.: The
overthrow of the present cannibalistic
system of Capitalism, and the substitu-
tion therefore of the Soclalist Co-oper-
ative Commonwealth. - i

Section Canton was re-elected as the
seat of the Central Committee, and the
same Section pomipated as seat of Dis-
trict Committee. '

County . Central Committee :
Juergens, H. Lavin, Mat. Marz, Thos.
Turnbull and Jno. o b
All Bections in this district wishing
petiton lists will apply to . :
¢ JOHN. JUERG! d
1106 Hight street, Canton, O.
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‘newspapers just to glean enough of

The receipt of a sample copy of this
paper is an invitation to subscribe.

SOCIAL CONTRASTS

Which We Are Striving to Wipe Out.

" Look at this Picture,

Bulletin ef Luxury!

One of the show-places in New York
is the corridor and parlors of a fashion-
able hotel from half-past seven to
‘eight o’clock, when the large dining-
reoms of the same hotel are receiving
and delivering their diners. A spec-
tator from another city, however, who
loitered there recently for a first yisit,
declares that the sight was anything
but inspiring. *“I was never,” she says,
“so impressed with the fact that the ani-
mal in humanity is still very largé, as
when I watched men and women going
in and coming out from dinner. Many
of the faces were cross and discon-
tented;: evidently their owners were
hungry and net taking any pains to rise
above it. But it was much worse after
dinner. I really looked hard for a re-
fined high-bred face, which carried an
expression beyond that of having satis-
fied animal longings. Most of the diners
were flushed with over-eating, if not
with wine. More than one acted as if
a lingering bit of the dinner was still in
the mouth, and. some—this is a very
high-class hotel, and one supposedly
frequented by persons of good manners
—stopped at a littie table, which the
proprietor has had the good taste to
partly conceal by a tall palm, and
calmly picked out % toothpick from a
holder. Perhaps I expected too much,
but it seamed to me it was a good place
for a woman to be ashgmed, of her sex.
The young women were vain and for-
ward, and the old women were over-
dressed and greatly lacking in refine-
ment. The type of men I saw there was
not a lofty one either, and altogether
there was little to encourage in the ob-
server of his kind the belief that our
soclal civilization has made serious ad-
vances.”

Within the walls surrounding St.
Gabriel’'s Convent, at Peekskill, Miss

Daisy Post, society butterfly, lives the.

austere life of a nun—for a while.
Around her are many of her friends

of the gay world. Hourly she has such

intimates as Mrs. James Marsh Barrett,

a bride of a few weeks; Mrs. Edward

Delafield, Miss Margaret Stuyvesant,
Miss Ellen' Morgan, Mrs. Gabrielle G.
Clendennin, Miss Mary Morgan, Miss
Katherine King and many others, all
demurely dressed in sombre garb—but
well fed.

But there is no chattering when these
friends meet. They walk about the
beautiful park surrounding the convent,
with eyes bent upon the ground. Abso-
lute silence is insisted upon, and these
women, so given to talking brightly and
cleverly on many topics, obey the rule
to the letter, &

The convent belongs to the Sisters of
St. Mary, of the Protestant Episcopal
Church, and its management is con-
ducted on lines closely akin to the nun-
neries of the Roman Catholic Church.
One of the few differences is that mass
is chanted in English instead of Latin.

Four days ago the annual retreat be-
gan, and it will end ‘to-morrow. One
hundred society women entered the
convent Monday, “leaving at the portals
all thoughts” of wordly ambitions,
social conquests, dress and the kindred
affairs whith interest them fifty-one
weeks In the year, but feeling quite
happy at the knowledge  that in one
week all that will return to them,

Prayer, meditation and religious exer-
cises have been their only avocation
‘since Monday. The day’'s work had
been carefully planned for them, and
they follow it strictly., Each of the
associate glsters—such they are called
in the convent—sleeps in & little cell by
herself. Its only furniture is an iron
cot, a washstand and a tiny mirror, a
single chair and a rug—all of which
they enjoyed all the more knowing the
Juxuries that awaited them a week
later.

Her day Is as foilows: Celebration of
mass, 7 a. m.; breakfast at 8; terse and

“sext, 9:45; first meditation, 10; instruc-

tion, 12; dinner at 1; recreation for two
hours; nones at 3; second meditation,
3:15; veapers at 5; tea at 6; third medi-
tation at 7; compline at 8:30.

. Such is the day that Miss Daisy Post
has been leading without ohange for the
past week. §

Just how complete the change is that
the society woman meets in St. Gabriel's
retreat can be partially understood by a
glance at the ordinary day's doings of
Misg Daisy Post when she is in the
outer world,

Miss Post-Is a daughter of Mr, and
Mrs, William Post and a niece on the
maternal side of Mrs. Fred W. Vander-
bilt. She is & handsome, sprightly girl,
and is regarded as one of the cleverest
in New York's smart set. She was one
of the bridesmaids at the wedding
which made Consuele Vanderbilt the
Duchess of Marlborough.

A year ago it was rumored she was to
marry Bradley Martin, Jr., and that the
engagement would be announced at the
famous fancy-dress ball given by the
young man’'s mother., The prophets

who had circulated these rumors were

proved false by subsequent events.
Miss Post was the first American girl
presented by Ambassador Hay at the
Queen’s drawing room, and there neatly
bent her kaee before the Queen.

Instead of arising at 6:30 a- m,, as she
is doing at St. Gabriel's, Miss Post
ordinarily gets up at 11 o'clock., Then,

instead of hurrying into a nun’s dress to_

attend early mass, her maid prepares
her bath, and a few minutes later serves
her with a deiiciows little breakfast of

maid arranges her hair she reads her
morning mail, and glances through the

g EF

A ride in the park, or a visit
modistes and milliners; then luncheon;
a drive in the park or a round of calls,
consumes the time until the hour for
drebsing for dinner comes, !

And then at This.

- Bulletin of Misery!

This letter appearéd in a recent issue
of the Washington, D. C. “Times":

How is it thl a young man residing
in Washington finds it next to im-
possible to make a living in this city,
while outsiders, without much apparent
effort, find assistance both in business
circles and in the District government?

It is not my design to include all com-
mercial and governmental Washington
dn this charge, but I wish to state, if
your columns aie open to wronged
citizens, what I, a life resident of Wash-
ington, have had to contend with, °

Being unable to procure steady em-
ployment, the only other means of liveli-
hood I could think of was to sell prod-
uets of my own handiwork.. As the law

required a peddling license for venders
of manufactured articles, I set out with,
first, a -dirt eradicator, then with a
trouser's stretcher, cement and similar
artjcles of my own manufacture. Soon

s of residents, the occupants seéming to
consider a pedestrian salesman a nuis-
ance, so I tried to sell my goods on street
corners. The police were antagonistic
to such business, and, not wishing to
place my liberty in jeopardy, I tried
canvassing. At this 1 nearly died of
starvation. Now I am back at the “sell-
at-odd-places” business, and only make
from 25 to 75 cents a day. .As a con-
sequence, I' am nearly always penniless
and hungry. AN AMERICAN.

In onetenement district covering four
-St. Louis blocks 3,125 children are
crowded without a breathing place,

Poison is their lifé draught. They
breathe it night and day until it becomeg
a part of their physical and moral make-
up. In a radius of four blocks from the
Ashley Building at Third and O'Fallon
streets there are 3,125 children who have
no playground.

The only space available for such
miserable relaxation as these children
of the tenements can have is an un-
speakably flithy vacated lot back of the
Ashley Building, between Collins and
Third .streets.

that accumulates quickly where there
is not even room for cleanliness litter
this mlserab'le substitute for a play-
ground. -

No man knows the needs of these chil-
dren better than Sergt. Patrick Maher,
of the Fourth Police District. For years
he has walked in the neighborhood.

“There i8 a crying need for a play-
;round in this district,” said Sergt.
Maher.. “In the Ashley Building alone
there are 250 children. In some blocks
in the neighborheod there are 400.
Filthy alleys and streets traversed by
electric cars and wagons are their
romping places. It is no wonder some
of them grow up morally and physically
warped, is it? The only wonder is they
are not worse. |

“lI can think of no more worthy
charity than the furnishing of a tract of
ground where these tots might learn to
play the games or normal children and
enjoy fresh air and the sight of grass
and waving trees.

“Just think of it,” said the Sergeant,
“Some of these children have never had
a baseball in their hands, have never
seen a kite, have never spun a top, or
played ‘old man’s out” All they can
learn is badness. Their diversion is
throwing or watching the police make
arrests.”

Miss Izella Wetherlll, a charity worker
in the district, said: i

“The needs of the Ashley Building
children could not well be exaggerated.
These hot evenings they crowd the ill-
smelling lot and make a miserable effort
to enjoy themselves. -

“One game they have, and one that
takes the place of ten-pins with the
boys—Iis that of placing old tin cans,
broken water pails and old bottles on
the top of some rusty boilers lying in
the lot and throwing stones at them.

“Another is that of pelting with stones
the hundreds of rats that infest a lower
room, used for.ashes and garbage by the
tenant dwellérs. This affords them
amusement for hours, and while they
are so engaged they are breathing the
foulest air imaginable. g

“They need & playground where the
grass ¢an grow and the flowers ‘bloom
and where games can be provided for
them, so that they wil be enabled to
breathé good air and stay off the
streets.”

‘J. H. Fay, Principal of the Shields
School, 1119 North Seventh street, sald:

“The most necessary thing to-day in
the tenement districts is a playground.
‘We haven't even a schoolyard
enough for the children to play games,
and no facilities whatever for out-door
.amusement.

“There are comparatively few chil-
dren in the densely pepulated tenement
blocks that come to school. As an ex-
ample, we only have four pupils out of
the 250 chiidren in the Ashley Bullding.
These children must go some place,
_and where but on the streets or in the
alleys? These little ones are the future
citizens of St. Louis, and it is a terrible

.thing not to train them by opening up
opportunities fa become good citizens,”

1 discovered I could not sell at the doors

Garbage and réfuse of a characfer’

large

PRICE 2 CENTS.

THAT ““CONVENTION.”

: Nonsense, ‘‘Americanism.” Superlative-
ness, Back-numberism.

The account in the “Secial Democrat”
of the first and last annual convention
of the “Deb8 Democracy” is an ex-
tremely amusing bit of literature. For
gwagger and bluff .combined with a
charming naiveté it compares favor-
ably with the foremost of the vellow
journals when they were at their best,
while Schley and Sampson were chasing
Cervera, when day after day the an-
nouncement was made in scaring bul-
letins that actually “Schley was ordered
to capture or destroy the Spanish fleet.”
And as to modesty, General Bombastes
{s not in it. The whole thing is in the
superlative, adjectives, nouns, and
verbs. “Never has there been such a
convention, “it was the greatest So-
cialist convention,” etc. Delegates
came from the farthest East, even from
New Hampshire (viz., F. G. R. Gordon,
who worked for the S. D. while in the
pay of the S. L. P.): 94 branches were
represented by T0 delegates. Several
delegates had several votes each. None
of these branches contained less.than
five members. All of them were recent
‘formations, soge of them very recent,
s0 to say fin de siécle,. formed according
to National Secretary Keliher, “for the
purpose of packing the: convention.”
“The average of ability was very high,”
for every one was an original thinker.
with his own original brand of “Amer-
ican” Socialism. That among s0 many
originals there shonld have been some
disagreement, which resulted in a
“‘bolt,” ‘is indeed surprisiug.

The row started over the report of
the Committee on Credentials. The
charge was made that eight branches
were orgaaized for the purpose of pack-
ing the convention. The debate lasted
all day. As it turned on a question of
fact which could ‘be easily ascertained,
this does not speak well for the “aver-
age" honesty of some ofithe delegates,
The debaté was soon turned into one
on the merits of' colonization aund po-
litical action. This does not speak well
for the “average'' of ability. , The mat-
ter was finally decided by an order of
the Natlonal Executive ‘Board. 'This
does not speak well for their “democ-
racy.”

The “great fight” came on the re-
port of the Committee on Platform.
There were a majority and a minority
report. One was opposed to coloniza-
tion and in favor of political action,
the other was in favor of both. “Mag-
néficent speeches were made, and the
audience listened “spell bound.” *“The
real point at {ssue was whether the old
German Socialist method with its class-
conscibusness club tagties should con-
tinue, or American Socjullst methods
should prevail. The American methods
in question are the methods of the
Utopians of sixty years ago, which be-
loang now in the lumber room of his-
tory, whatever their merit or justifica-
tion in their own day. The so-called
club tactics are the tactics that in Ger-
many and France and Belgium have
welded the greater part of the working
class into one solid phalanx, and turned
bourgeois methods of political chican-
ery-into a powerful weapon of the pro-
letariat for achieving its own 'eman-
cipation. But the exposition of THESE
tactics by THAT minority must have
been a strange sight indeed! Victor
Berger’s whole political career, was it
not in flat denial of the tactics of in-
ternational Socialism?
Miller, only a year ago, had to resort
to all the sophistry at his disposal to
prove to the Jewish workers that the
Debs utopia was not utopian!

“American Socialist methods won,”
and the minority bolted to form a new
party. Debs, who declared in favor of
colonization on Thursday, joined on
Friday the bolters who were opposed
to colonization, The original Debs De-
mocracy thus remained without Debs,
and the new party which he joined is
indeed without Debsism, but with a full
supply of political chameleons and
traitors to the cause. If the so-called
American methods go on winning such
victories, we shall have next year two
bolts instead of one, and s0 on, ever
increasing in geometric ratio ‘according
to the old Malthusian formula. To save
the working class from this “over-
population” is the mission of the
American wing of the international
Socialist army, the S. L. P.

In the editorial comments it is sald
that “Delegates Winchevsky, Hour-
wich, Barondess, etc., were among the
bolters. Comment is unnecessary.”
Aye, but there was a great deal of com-
ment when they entered the new De-
mocracy! = But the “veterans” were
then supposed to lead 25,000 Jewish
proletarians; now they have been found
out not to lead even themselvés. That
explains the changes of heart.

The “bolters” formed a new party
and adopted a platform intended to
_please everybody. For the industrial
workers of the cities there is a Sociallst
programme, for the farmers an indi-
vidualist programme. Individual, pri-
vate property in the soil is to be per-
petuated by placing the national credit
at the disposal of the farmers, the erec-
tion of grain elevators by the nation,
the reduction in the cost of transporta-

purpose of uniting the workers in the
country with those of the city.” Not

country who, like the workers in the
city, are devoid of all property in the
soil,—the millions of farm laborers. I
suppose, the employing farmers having
freed their land from all mortgages will

their labor; or, perhaps, the laborers
will be told to emigrate to the cities
to enjoy the benefits of Socialism. How
two social systems, one of which is
based on collective ownership and the
other on private ownership, can exist
peacefully side by side, we are not in-
formed. The more important branch of
production is sure, in the long, run, to
{mpose its own form of organization on
the less important. In the middle ages
agriculture was the most important

(Continued on Page 2) = |
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And Louls’

tion, ete. All this is to be done “for the .

a word is said of the ‘workers in the

. pay their laborers the full product of"

UPS AND DOWS,

Goanter-Tendencies that Uplift amd
Abase the Worker.

The Economilic Flux and Boflux Tonds
to Confure the Working Class on its
Class Intorests; While that Lasts, its °
Action is Fitful; When that Ends, o
Moral Force Seizes the Frolotariat
that Raisos it to the Dignity ef its -

; Missiun, and Rendors it Proof Afains

| Moral Dogradation. 5

The uplifting of the proletariat from
its degradation is an inevitable and
natural process; but the process is
neither a peaceful nor’'a uniform one.
The tendencies of the caplitalist system
of production are to debase the working
population. The moral new birth of the
prulmarlut is possible only by antag-
onfzing these tendencies ‘and their pro-
moters, the capitalists; and this can be
done only by imparting suffiolent
strength to the counter tendencies that
are born of the new conditions'in the
camp of the proletariat itself, the con-
ditions under which the working class

toils and lives. The debasing tenden-
cies of the capitalist system are, how-
ever, very different at different periods,
in different localities, a1 d in different
industries; they depend vpon the con-
ditiop of the market, upun the extent
and measure of the clarness with
which the capitalists uncerstand their
class interests, ete., ete. Likewise do
the counter tendencies that develop in
the séveral layers of the proletariat de-
pend upon  manifold circumstances:
they depend, in turn, upon the customs
and wants of the population frem whose
ranks the class of the proletariat has
been recruited; upon the degree of skill
or strength required in ‘the respective
I industries; upon the extent to which
woman and child labor prevails; upon
the size of the industrial reserve army,
which is very different in several in-
dustries; upon the clearness with which
the working people percelve their class
interests; and Iastly, upon the nature of '
the work, whether it isolates or brings
the workers together. i

BEach of these several sets of circum-
stancés In the several industries and.
' subdivisions of the proletariat vary not
only greatly, but they are subject to
constant changes owing to the uninter-
rupted course of the technical and eco-
nomic revolution in production. ' Every
day capifal subjects soma new saction
of the country and some uiew branch of
industry to iis. process of exploitation
and reduces Lhe respactive population to
the level of proletarians; every day new
branches of Industry spring into life,
and existing ones are revolutionized.
The spéctacle presented at the inception
of the capitalist system of production s
seen to-day. Even now, new layers of
the population are thrown into the class
of the working proletariat, others sink
below the slums, and others again rise
above the lowest grades; samong the
working proletarians themselves there
is a constant flux and reflux noticeable;
some portions are seen to rise, others to
decline, according as the uplifting or
thedepressing tendencies may temporar-
ily have the upper hand. i

Fortunately, however, for the causs
of human rejuvenation, a time is
reached, soouer or later, by most of the
Jayers of the proletariat when the up-
lifting “tendencies obtain a decided
mastery, and when' they are effective
enough to awaken in some section or
another of the proletariat a consclous-
ness of self, a consciousness of its class
distinction, a consciousness of the soli-
darity of all its members and of the
whole working class, a constiousness of
power that is born of their close union.
‘80 soon as the sense of self-respect is
letariat has reached the understanding
of the fact that its class is av Indls-
pensable economic element In society;
§0 soon as the sense of seelef-respect s
kindled in its ranks; so soon as it ar-
rives at the conviction that a brighter °
future is in store for its class and that
its emancipation depends upon itself; so
soon as any portion of the proletariat
has risen high enough in the under-
standing of its situation and its mis-
sion, then is its influence bound to per-
vade its whole class and it becomes
difficult to push it back into the level of
those degraded beings, who are able to
hate but not to hold together in a pro-
longed struggle; who, despairing eof '
their future, seek to forget their misery
in debauch; and who have mot the
stamina’ for revolt, but are fit only for
abject submission. It is next to impos-
gible to eradicate the cl
ness out of that portion of the pro-
letarians wheré it has once taken hold.
However strongly the debasing influ-
ences of the capitalist- system may
make themselves felt, they may be able
to push down such a portion of the pro-
letariat ECONOMICALLY, but never
MORALLY, provided always the pres-
sure be not crushing. With this excep-
tion, the pressure brought to bear by
capitalism upon the class-conscious
proletariat will have the effect of pro-
ducing & counter pressure; it will not
debase, but embitter; it will not degrade
the proletarian to the ignominy of the
slums, it will ralse him to the dignity of
martyrdom. ;

The numerous calls that have come
in for the New Bedford speech “What
Means This Strike?" published {n these
columns & few weeks ago, has deter-
mined the National Executive Commit-
tee to reprint it in pamphlet form. It
can be had at the Labor News Com-
pany, 64 E. 4th street, this city. Single
cents; 10 copies, 30 cents; 100
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If the ‘advocates ‘of the p_rﬁu-t.
with its black catalogue of orimes

‘ and vises—If the wealthy and the

solf-styled bigh and mighty of the
earth oam conoelve of mno other

' system, and do not knew more of

down before!

the nature of man than that he may
be emslaved and degraded, they
kpow bmt the half, and the worst
half of his capabilities. Awful, to
such, will be the blast of the com~
ing tempest, wieh the strongest
must bend to, and the highest fall

J. F. Bray.
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TRUSTING IN THE ‘TRIOK.”

Our ‘“reformers” should not be al-
Jlowed to be wasted. One should draw
from them all the lessons they teach;
and thege are not a few. One of these
lessons Is that a man who does not
stand upon facte is like the inside of.
a camera obscura: things are there up-
glde down, in cart-before-the-horse
style. Take, for instance, their abid-

- ing faith upon the “trick,” as illustrated

by the manner they handle the word
“American.” G

The capitalist class rides roughshod
to its aim; it upsets Institutions, aitars
and men; it crushes manhood, stains
womanhood and stunts childhood; it is
after wealth, and it reaches its goal
with utter unconcern for the pain it
gives., Nevertheless, it can net wholly
disown its age; it must render.some

“homage to it; consequently, it does not

brazenly stand out for spoliation, but
covers the fact under pretty names;—
“American” is one of these, and thus
“gets there."” : j

The “reformer” sees the result; he
sees the capitalist class accomplish its

. purpose, and he sees it do 8o under the

motto of ‘“‘Americad.” Forthwith, in
his upside down mental siate, the “re-

former” flies to the conclusion that the

“trick'’” lies In the word “Amerjcan.”

“American' does it in one case, “Ame-

rican" should do it In an other, thinks

he; he dubs his capers .and feeble

strokes “American”; and the result is

that he remains stranded.

The “trick” in the success of the
capitalist class lies not in the word
“American,” it lies in his ownership of
capital; with this ownership and with-
out the word he would win all the same;
the “'reformer’s” failure is an Inevitable
result of his wanting to perform capl-
talist successes without capital. He
places the cart before the horse.

ACMINISTRATIVE.

On the fourth page of this issue will
‘be found a lengthy document from the
Executive Committee of Section Greater
New York to its membership. Whether
our readers be members of this Section,
or of the most distantly located ones;
whether they be actual members of the
party, or not quite as fully connected
with it;—in any case that document de-
serves the careful perusal of all those
who realize the need of “organization.”
and  who furthermore realize the re-
quirbments of an organization whose
purposes are revolutionary, especially
when such an organization is sur-
rounded by the floods of capitalist poljt-
ical corruption found in this country.

The experience the New York organi-
zation is now making will be the ex-
perience that all other Sections will
‘eventually go through, in the measure

in which they grow and become dan-
- gerous to the existing order.
- York’'s experience should not be wasted.
. The discovery of the capitalist parties

New

afilliation on the part of two viciously-
“loud members of the opposition in the
party, stated in our last issue; the dan-
ger from such sources, the equal danger
of too strict a discipline;—all these
questions, involved in the facts adduced
by the document, are matters of such
deep and general importance that the

' document should receive careful atten-

tion,

~ POLITICAL and ECONONIC.

—_—

A contributor to the Lancaster, Pa:,
“Labor Labor” makes this argument
against the policy of striking in the .
shop and voting the capltalist tickets
at the hustings: ® i

“Watch the progress and final ending
of an unsuccessful strike, and see how

‘the unlucky laborer fares. First he

Boes
on strike; his boss is obstinate and will
not yield. The striker has no income to
depend upon, and is forced back to work
at the old wages. If does
show any strength
out and that settles the matter.

g

e

this is all settled a big election comes;
employer and employee go to tl;e polls
and elther vote Republican or Demo-
cratic. Yes, vote to uphold the same old
drudgery and slavery they were so mad
at when out bn strike, and pride them-
selves on being _staunch party men.
Now, fellow laborer, if ,you persist in
voting to uphold this old drudging way,
‘why don’t you submit to it in a humble
manner? - -

“Do not think I am ‘opposed to labor
unfons. I.am always'in sympathy with
the unfortunate striker, but I have a
wholesale horror of ‘all talk ‘and no
cider.” ‘It reminds one of barking up
a tree at a raccoon. The idea is to quit
barking and go up after him.. Do ¥ou
not see the trick when all the moneyed
men from Rockefeller on down vote
either of the old party tickets and want
you to do likewise, but always oppose
you when. you come in the shape of a
labor union or reformed politics? Did
it ever occur in your mind that our way
of doing business is a mixed and dis-
ordered muddie? It is called the com-
petitive system, but It‘ is no system at
all, ;

“Webster says: ‘A system is an as-
semblage of things adjusted into a regu-
lar whole; or, a regular union of prin-
ciples or parts forming one entire thing.'
If our industrial muddle would be sys-
tematized, all branches of our various
industries would ‘bear some relation to
each other. and the supply would be
regulated in conformity with the de-
mand, Some old stickler will try to
tell you we are regnlated by the lack of
supply and demand.” If we are; why do
we have panics caused by over-produc-
tion (8o they say) and various other
causes? The regulator is a bad one, and
should be replaced by a better one.
Money and Tts manipulators are the
regulators just now. f

“Let us turn back to the striker and
see what good he has accomplished by.

“striking and not voting intelligently.

We might liken the old competitive way
unto a large tree with a huge trunk to
reseroble the trusts and monopolies, and
50 on down limbs and small twigs. Now
if you strike at one of these limbs the
militia Will strike you. Sometimes you
can snap some of the small twigs off,
but the sap will soon cause it to sprout
out again. Just so with striking. You
can sometimes strike.in a small factory
or workshop and knock it out for the
time being, but the idle labor caused by
competition will soon cause it to spront
out as green as ever. The next time
you strike do it at the ballot box, and
:t you don't see the point study Social-
sm."

A ‘collection should be made of the
mottoes that the “reform' papers fly
at their mastheads, and each motto
should be accompanied with some pas-
sage in the corresponding paper to
show how loosely these mottoes fit, as
a rule, L

Here {8, for instance, the Cincinnati,
0., “Current Events" with this motto:

“Hew to the line, let the chips fall
where they will.” ;

What it calls “the line,” and how il
interprets the boldness of action im-
plied by “letting the chips fall where
they will” may be gathered from the
following maxim found in its ¢olumns:

“Open the mints and the mills ‘will
take care of themselves,”!!! -

The “line"” here means the interests
of the silver mine barons who exploit
and then shoot down their miners; and
the boldness amounts simply in brazen
declaration of false economics.

Can there be any economics falser
than that that implies that the amount
of money the workingmen can get de-
pends upon the amount of money there
is minted? ! .

.Our oft put question on this subject
remains unanswered; yet, we shall put
it again: A f

“Shoes, hats, houses, bread, trousers,
furniture, coats, ete., ete,, are infinitely
more numerous now than they were
thirty years ago; they are more numer-
ously absolutely and relatively; and
yet the workingmen have now fewer of
them than before. The only thing that
the workingmen have now more numer-
ously than before {s more silverite and
goldife American duchesses, princesses,
baronesses, etc., to support. This being
thus, how are the workingmen to have
more money by the bare coining of
more money ?" )

Then there is the Detroit,
“Sentinel” fiying the motto: -

“Freedom through Organization.”

Yet, look as ohe may through its
columns, one finds no evidence of its
understanding that “organization” is as
productive 9! slavery as of freedom—
just the same as machinery. “Organi-
zation' is not in itself good or bad; it
is either according to the principle that
animates it and the knowledge - that
guides it. The Army of the German
Emperor is an “organization,” and an
organization of workingmen, at that,
seelng that the overwhelming majority
of its members are workingmen. And
yet, will anyone claim that that organi-
zation can be or will be a portal for
Freedom? The “pure and simple”
union is an ‘“‘organization,” but it can
lead to freedom as little as the German
Army. Just as the German Army, it is
controlled by the exploiters’ class, and
it seeks to keep the rank and flle in
such plight a¢ will leavé it & prey to
these exploiters and to their agents, the
labor fakirs. And so on.

That ‘which will give freedom Iis
labor class-conscious organization, i. e.,
organization planted upon the prin-
-ciples that the existing slavery to Caps
ital cannot be overthrown except by an
economic and political organization
that demands the unconditional sur-

Mich.,

render of the capitalist class through

the placing in the hands of the :people

the land on and the machin with
which to labor. i
Milwaukes, Wis.

OComrade J. Rrmmel, 310 18th street,
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OLK. Pa., July §—For thé benefit of
thmls(ho are seeking to make their few .
farthest in the matter of
the following is offered that

da,
et able to benefit by my ex-

they may be

rience:

pem Pittsburg, in 1893, I ran across tl\?
“Coming Nation,” the first paper that
had seen that seriously attempted to
criticize social conditions, t'l.:ere!ore to
me the “best paper on earth. in work-‘
ing assiduously for it 1 came in cpptact ]
with' others on the same erran"l: " The:
panic. Coxy, and the general hubbub of
the times, together with the varfous
other “reform’ papers, tracts, ete., fly-
ing soon afrer so 'thickly, coupled with
the claims of these papers and the
bhundreds of enthusiastic sap-head lef-
ters. built on the plan of patent medi-
cine testimonials, led us all to bflle\-e
that a “wave of public scntimen.t. was
about to dash fitself.upon a rotten-
plutocratic ‘system” and crush it; and
that with a little effort “'great numbers ;
of men could be gathered together, and
with men enough we would be able to
do whatever the majority of us wanted
10 do. We thought that the “Coming
Nation” had .given us this inspiration
and that it would do likewise with any
others whom we might induce to read it,
Therefore we hustled in every way we
could, always seeking numbers, alwa_vsl
supporting controversies and trying to
believe that we could “unite on the
main issues” providing there were but
enough of us. And the rcsulg'.’ Well,
the result first was a co-operative store,
then another (competing with the first
one, but this had to be done to satisty
the leader of that class who was in his

‘mind the prospective manager, and who

left and attempted to start a third store
when this plum fell another way: to
the great sorrow of all for this “division
of forces,”) then one at McKees Rocks,
one at Banksville, and one at Buena
Vista, Alleghany, Wilmerding, and at
Carnegie. .Almost, if not all of these
are now defunct. So where then is
the net result? With us at Pittsburg
the first important lesson we received
from our attempt was that we were in
the midst of a market, and that we had
to buy what we would like to sell; and
we must sell such as we had bought—
all under the hottest kind of competi-
tion, and with the additional trouble of
having to satisfy our stockholders as
such as well as to satisfy them as cus-
tomers. 1 must say that throughout
there was a thoroughly honest, per-
sistent and altogether praiseworthy at-
tempt by practically all to do whatever
Jay in them to rhake it a success, and
that the fault wag in the idea: under
the circumstances, not the individuals.
We got down to business principles as
best we could; bought close, paid as low
wages, worked employees (and our-
selves) as long and as hard as any one,
and owed all of the success that we at-
tained to this bit of light on the facts
But those that were. longing for their
heaven in advance (I am ons of them)
saw all of our visions of bliss rapidly
fading. Some fell oul with the “store’
and others stuck it out, but taking their
weekly inspirations from the “Coming
Nation's” wild goose schemes (4 new
one each week), started a “productive”
co-operative association, in time built
a very good brick house: issued labor
(and still have them);
started a cigar factory, and a mea: shop,
spending oceans of time, worry and
some money on all of them, and lost on
all, may be excepting the house, which
a real estate advance may save. An-
other result was ‘the nomination of
many and the election of some \friends
of labor, reformers, citizens candidates,
and people’'s choices, to ' be squires, con-
stables, school directors, etc., all of
which to-day, like the sow of old, have
returned to their wallowing in the mire
of the dominant political perty of their
neighborhood; securing enough influ-
ence by such tactics to make them solid
to keep them from dividing the vote
with the old parties.

‘What love feasts; what social gather-
ings; brought together” under great
Jpressure to inculcate and demonstrate
the “brotherly feelings"” then rampant.
What self-sacrifices; what a mountain
of labor, and not even a mouse of Issue,
As to the store, many an old widow
manages as large a one without fatigue,
while with us, officers, committees, and
sub-committees each wrestied with the
original problem and the added one of
unity of action among us. Each one
who had the matter at heart, had more
responsibility and care on him from it
than he would have had if it were his
own. No benefits could accrue from it
because of larger completitors, unless the
“movement” was ' general; and no

4 benefit could accrue to us from it be-

cause of the competition between men
for work, if the movement was general;
as the unemployed would have to sac-
rifice all the savings mwade at the “Coop”
to underbid for a “job."

So much for the “thoughts” we were.
“made to think along these lines.” Now
for its influence on the public mind.
On thoroughly canvassing the list of
subscribers (hundreds of them) I found
but few who even wounld give an order
for goods from the “Coop.” Many had
the paper sent them by some enthusiast,
many only liked to read the sensational
“sass” that Old Grover, the Goldbugs,
the Skinflint or some one else was get-
ting, and a few years luter a friend of
mine who had obtained a list of sub-
scribers from a friend of his, a stock-
holder at Ruskin, to use in.drumming
up an attendance to S. L. P. meetings,
wrote me that in no case was any result
apparent in response to postal cards ad-
dressed to subscribers living in the
neighborhoods in which the 8. L. P,
meetings were held—not a single in-
stance of where a response to the notices
was made. This is but one case of
many. And I only take the “‘Coming
Nation” as an {llustration, because that
was where my experience ,was made,
and any of the hundreds of well-inten-
tioned “‘reform papers” could duplicate
the testimony. And to those who hon-
estly believe that it is good policy to
strain from the Socialist propaganda all
the essential points of Socialism, in
order to make it attractive, or that to
talk glibly about social, religious, and
moral evils and absurdities, paves the
way for something stronger, I emphati-
cally state, from a dearly bought ex-
perience, that can be corroborated by
hundreds, that it has never done so yet,
but has invariably done the reverse. In
this town THE PEOPLE has one stb-
scriber, the Appeal to Reason 6—that
looks fine so far. At no election here
has there been more than one vote
and THE PEOPLE'S man cast it; thi
other € split up and fought each other

politically, although they are very “rad-
jcal” men with their mouths. Moral:
“No lie can endure,” intentifonai ona or
an unintentional one, and nothing can
succeed it but the truth, and that there
is but one kind of truth which cannot
be made palatable or be improved on.

“There's nothing we read of .

In infernal inventions

Like the well-meaning dunce

With the best of intentions.”

. ONE LACKALL.

WORK,

——

It shows the occasional perversity of
social sentiment that the state of least
value should often be most esteemed,

" that labor should be scorned and affiu-
ent idleness held in honor.. Thus the
general ambition of those engaged in
work of any kind, and especially in
mannal work, is to escape from it, to
gather riches and retire; for, with a
large class, a gentleman is not, 48 in old
‘times, & man of gentle birth or gentle
manners, but ‘simply one who caw live
without work. We have grown 80 sor-
did that wealth overshadows all. With
the multitude, virtue, valor, learning,
and gbilities obtain less esteem than
riches. And even when a ‘stream of
titles flows from.the Royal fountain of
dignities, these are almost solely be-
stowed upon the very wealthy. If to
preserve an appearance of impartiality,
a man celebrated for worth or genius
here and there receives one, it is only
some scrappy thing, the slightest on
the list. It-would be unpardonable pre-
sumption on such occasions for distin-
guished scientists, inventors, poets,
artists, or men of letters, to put them-
selves on & par with plutocrats, though
the latter may be destitute of every-
thing but money. But all these dis-

unjust, and thereforé immoral; are cal-
culated to discourage and demoralize the
workers, and must eventually ‘fall to
confer any honor upon their reciplents
as soon as high-spirited men refuse
. them on principle.

Intelligent and responsible work is
the privilege and gléry of man. It is
true in a sense that other animals work,
avnd some of them in communities with
regular and orderly division of labor;
but even so, their efforts are instinctive
and invariably alike from age to age—
without progress and without deteriora-
tion. Man, however, can adapt his work
to all circumstances and to all needn.
He has arrived from the flint file to
the circular saw, from the stone javelin
to the Armstrong gun, from the jade

*hammer to the giant Nasmyth, and from
fig-leaves to shot-silks. He burrows in-
to the bowels of the earth and robs it
of its treasures, explores the bed of the
sea, and mounts aloft in mid-air beyond
the eagle's highest flight. He his
measured and weighed the planets, and
put the earth’in a balance: has mapped
out the universe and determined the

.components of the stars. Vast and in-
numerable have been his achievements
over the blind forces of matter; dissolv-
ing, combining, blending, and transpos-
ing, .and subduing all to his service,
forming new substances, discovering
new materials, and at the same time
multiplying 'and gratifying human
wants, pleasures and conveniences. All
this has been the result of work. Brains
and hands have united: for its produc-
tioe The quickest brains, the deftest
hands, have led the way, and the others
have followed in their rear. What we
are and have to-day form the resultant
0f the combined forces of mind and
muscle during all the past existence of’
humanity. ; :

All ‘honor, then, to work and to the
workers, whether their part be high or
low, whether thelrs are the master
minds that plan or the patient hands
that execute. Whatever their degree,
cach 1s essential to the others, apd they
to each, as Menenius Agrippa showed
the discontented Romans long ago in
his fable of the “Belly and the Mem-
bers.” No properly informed person
could ever suppose it more desirable to
idle than to work, or that any man of
worth could ever be a do-nothing. The
drones of our commonwealth may be
anything from tramps to Piccadilly
loungers, may be beggars or peers, but
they have no moral right to dwell
amongst an industrial community. As
a rule, they are the pests of soclety,
high and low—its roués, gamblers, proi-
ligates, and debauchers; the disciples
and apostles of sensuality. Those mar-
vellous insects, the honey-bees, give a
perpetual series of object-lessons in the
proper treatment of drones. Their
remedy’ may. be sharp, but it is very
effectual.

Idleness is the mother of mischief,
and a man or woman without an occu-
pation of some sort is on the high road
to moral ruin, If not to financial, Idle-
pess has been the bane of women of
the wealthy classes in the past, and has

a new era has dawned for the sex, and
it will devolve upon the enlightened
members of all classes to lead the way
for a thorough and permanent reform.
It is gratifying to know that the idlers
are in a comparatively small minority.
Many of our hardest workers are men
of rank and wealth. Our national sports
are robust, and indicate a manly, hardy
race, and English gentlemen are nat
afrald to sofl their hands either at play
or work. The star of effeminate dandy-
ism 18 no longer in the ascendant, and
.the tribe of Pope's “Sporus” becomes
annually smaller. How savagely the

“Sperus, that mere white curd of ass's
milk.” .

“Amphl.l;ltéus thing! that acting either

¥ P »

The tlx;lmnz head, or the corrupted
rt

eart,

Fop at the toilet, flatterer at the board

Now trips a lady, and now struts a lord,

Eve's tempter thus the Rabbins have
exprest, 4

ge ch:rugslfa;e. : mgtlle all the rest..

auty that shocks you, parts none

will trust, > i

‘Wits that can
the dust.

The moral and material blessings
arising from work are not the only ad-
vantages it offers. Yye are too apt to
think of these alone, to contrast our
ocean liners with the frail coracles not
yet extinct, and our complicated net-
work of roads and canals and mag-
nificent bridges with the once trackless
forests and impassable rivers, now tra-
versed In every direction. Health is not
the least of our benefits, and nothing
contributes more to this than a regular
occupation. Not the work that over-
_strains, nor the slavery of the “sweater,”
nor the feverish haste that flurries; but
-digested labor.

| calm, solid, steady, well

tinctions in favor of wealth are unwise,"

seriously retarded fémale progress. But -

poet lashed this dainty “Lord Fanny”’—

creep, and prfde that licks

fairly remunerated and wisely relieved’

by rational diversion. This is the golden
recipe for the Mens sana In corpore

.+ 8ano.

‘in any State,

-whether Congress

:struggle all the year round.

L. A

The poet Cotton said of such: = *

- “Why 1is our food 8o very sweet?
Because we oarn before we eat.
Why are our wants so very few?
Because we nature's calls pursue.
Whence our complacency of mind?
Because we act our parts assigned.”

Work wets the appetite for pleasure
as well as for food. Work gives a zest
to. enjoyment., Work bestowed invests
every possession with increased inter-
est. - We value the more that which we
produdce with our own hands. The fair-
est flowers are fairer for having been
:grown by our own skill. Thus in a
thousand ways work in its turn becomes
a pleasure, and the industrious ex-
perience joys that the idle can never
know. Happiness;then, as well as duty,
urges us to work. Necessity and self-
love may stimulate us to it, but God in
nature sets us a never-failing éxample
of disinterested and unflagging indus-
try. None should:be without his share
in the great brotherhood of labor, and
women should be permitted to partici-
pate as fully and freely as men. The do-
nothings of either sex, however, may
serve, like the drunken Helots for the
Spartan youth, “to ‘point a.moral and
adorn a tale.” But te treat them as
superior citizens and to dub them
“ladies” and “gentlemeén’ on account
of their uselessness, is an outrage to
the Industrious and a disparagement of
man’s highest function—work.

LADY COOK.

THAT * CONVENTION.”

(Continued from Page 1))

branch of praduction, the country,
therefore, ruled the vity. In modern
times industry is more i nortant than
agriculture; the city, theiefore, rules
the country. Socialism aims at the final
abolition of the antagonism between
city and country by putting both agri-
culture and industry under the control
of the nation.—Our universal harmon-
izers might derive some benefit from
a study of the history of the struggie
between the industrial North with its
social system based on wage labor and
the agricultural South with its system
of slave labor—but our harmonizers
are not there for study, or anything else
short of capers, and deserve no further
notice.

The platform adopted by the rump of
the Social Democracy should be incor-
porated in a text book on logical fal-
lacies and historical misconceptions. It
declared (1) that in the United States
there are unrivalled opportunities for
building up Socialist commonwealths
in the separate States, first, because of
the abundance of undeveloped natural
opportunities, and secondly, because of
our federal system of government. (2)
But the federal Supreme Court with its

. power to override the decisions of the

State courts can nullify all attempts at
establishing a Socialist commonwealth
(3) Pherefore, it should
be the exclusive aim of Soclalists to
take part in Congressional and Presi-
dential elections for the purpose of
breaking the power of th‘ Supreme
Court.

Let us pass over the erroneous idea
that there are in this country to-day
outside of the Indian Territory and the
Great Desert, unappropriated natural
resources of any value. Let us pass
over the constitutional question
can substantially
restrict the powers of the Supreme
Court, for a remodelling of the Con-
stitution under the capitalist regime 1is
admitted by themselves to be hopeless.
Let us also pass over the obvious eco-
nomic absurdity of attempting to put
the great industries of the nation under
separate State control. Aside from the
trifling considerations, the platform de-
clares (1) that it is possible to establish
Socialist commonwealths in the sepa-
rate States; (2) that it Is impossible;
and (3) that it will become possible by
taking part in the politics of the nation,
“Economic action,”. which at first was
co-ordinate with, or even superior to
political action, now turns out to be
impossible without the previous attain-
ment to political power. And establish-
ment of Socialism in the separate States
now turns out to be impossible without
acting 'on a national scale. What had
been at first tacitly dismissed is now
tacitly smuggled in—by the back door.

Finally, the President and Congress-
men to be elected will be the agents
either of the capitalist class or of the
working class. In the former event,
it is expected that the ruling class
would voluntarily resign one of its most
formidable weapons, the Supreme
Court, In the latter case, It is ex-
pected that the producers would take
control of the political powers of the
nation, in order to fall back upon sep-
arate States for the realization of So-
clalism?

This is too much even for the highest
average ability. ;

In the proclamation issued by the
Tump the following choice morsel is
found: “We shall ever keep in mind
that all political organizations are but
means which should receive nelther

loyal devotion nor hostile criticism on -

their own account.” Not on their own
ycounu .But, surely, on account of
hat can be gotten out of them in the
way of private emolument? This is a
;lertyl et:::venle:lt‘ doct;-lne. but is it the
stinctive quality of “American”
clalism? : e s o
In justice I must state that there are
many truths uttered both in the plat-
form and the proclamation. But these
stand in fatal contradiction to their re-
actionary and utopian methods, and
were evidenty learned through the
propaganda of the 8. L. P. The debate
on the 8. T. & L. A. which had been
going on in the party for the past two
years, seems to have furnished a goodly
sum of useful instruction. It is recog-
nized that the abstract preaching of
Boclalism cannot be fruitful, that the
Socialist must take part in the class
“To tell
the laborer, threatened with starvation
in midsummer, to be .patient -till fall
and then vote against his master is
cruel mockery.” “Organized labor must
use organized labor's weapons—the
boycott and the strike: and their use
will be blamable only when those who
use them treat the present state of in-
dustrial war as normal and eternal”
Sterling truths these, which have been
taught by the founders of the 8. T, &
- and for which some of the very
men who subscfibed their names to
these words called them “unfon wreck-

indivisible S. L. P.

ers."—Let us hope that the younages
and bonest element may soon arrive ag
a clearer understanding of the socia]
question, ‘'when they will be wel

within the inviting folds of the one ag’

H. SIMPSON,

Uncle Sam—So long as the capitalist
class rules you need not look for ime
provement: it won't come. ?

Brother Jonathan-—Bother “capltalist |
class”. There I8 no such thing as “cap-

N

ftallst class'”. We are all capitalists, o
1. S.—You among them? |
B. J.—Yes;: | among them, g
1. S.—And what does your ‘‘capital®

consist in?

B. J—In what? (stretching out his’
arms) In these. X

U. 8.—Do you imagine that the Span-
ish Admiral Montojo at Mantla and his
men had no arms?

B. J.-—They certainly had arms.

U..S.—And are you aware that he
had more men under him than Dewey
had?

B. J.—Yegs

U. S.—~And yvet Dewey and the fewer
men under him mopped up Manila Bay
with Montojo?

B. J.—Guess they did.

U. S.—How did they manage that?

B. J.—They had infinitely superiop
guns, and all that.

U. S.—Superior war material?

B. J.—Yes.

U. S.—But I thought you said Montojo
had more men with him, and, according~ - |
ly, more arms and hands.

B. J.—But arms and hands are.not
war material.

U. S.—Accordingly, what would you
think of me if I said to you, “Bother war
materials; there is no such thing as a
man equipped with war raaterial; we are q
all so equipped; look at my arms and
hands; these are my war materials" }—
What would you say to that?

B. J. looks at U. 8. in blank amaze~
ment.

‘U. S.—Have you been struck with
dumbness? ;

B. J.—How can you call arms and
hands war materials? »
° U. S.—That's absurd, ain't it?

B. J.—I should think so!

U. 8.—Just so absurd it is for you to
call your arms and hands capital.

B. J..—~What then is “capital?

U. 8.—To be entitled to the term cap-
ital a thing must combine two qualities: .

1. 1t must be a tool, or implement o
labor: that quality alone excludes your
arms and hands; your arms and hands
are not-the product of human labor, im-
plements of labor are; y g

2. It must be powerful enough to dige
able those who do not own it from come=
peting with him who does.

From this last it follows that a thing
may be capital at one time and not cap~
ital at another; capital at one place and
not capital at another place. .

B. J.—Why, that becomes very much
mixed up.

U. 8.—Only If you don't hold firmly .
to the definition. The loom that pre-
ceded the Northrop loom was capital ia
New England so long as the Northrep
loom did not exist, because that pre-
decessor was powerful enough to exclude =
competition; but just as soon as the
Northrop loom shall have been thor- ' '
oughly introduced, the old loom ceases .
to be capital because the Northrop loom
is 80 much more powerful.

Likewise, if the old loom, that ceased
to be capital in New England because
of the advent of the Northrop loom, is
shipped to some distant corner where
the Northrop loom has not yet beem
set up, it will there be capital, while in
New England it would not be. i

B. J.—I can ses that. g

U. 8.—Then, also, take this fllustra«
tion, which reduces tio matter to dollars .
and cents. Thirty odd years ago $500
sufficed to set up a brewery in this city;
Ehret, the brewer, did so. That $500
represented the value of the implements
of a brewery and were capital them;
to-day $500,000 would be needed to set
up & brewery with any chance of success
as a competitor. '

B. J.—I heard of that.

U. S.—But you did not digest its sigs
nificance. Capital, especially to-day, ia
such a large aggregate of wealth ascan
defy competition in production. The ¢
class that hold that is the capitalist
class; you had better not say “bother™
about it, or you will get left as Montojo
did at Manila. .

THAT WE HAY RENEMBER.

[“If & child eats too much pity
but chastise him; Soclety “‘.°.a.’t”éaf° st -
over-dressed, over-amused, and orum
crass stupidity of the eternal scramble s
terly, idiotically silly."'—"'Vanity Fair."”
Quite so, as our critic observeth, ‘

The elite are a gluttonous crew,

Who wallow in wealth
vTo the manifest {lith
. No less of themselves than of youm.

As swine broken into a garden,
Their energies all are employed
In excessus debased, .
Laying evérything waste, 4
Till the “gardener’s hope" 15 destroyed

This conduct our critic deems “silly"—= .
Were forgiven and it were no worse
But to those who reveal
‘What the millions feel L
"Tis a crime and a country’s curse.

Some opine this devouring herd
Are more to be pitied than blamed
And this “we” believe,

Of those we perceive
Of their ravage and riot ashamed.

-G
“Labour Leader,” London.
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. 1f in an average gathering the remark
-‘”'g{ a person that he is a Soclal-
the chances are that some one will
“What kind of a Bocialist™ and
w it with the- v}ronld-b?l vsv;:e lTnd
remark that “We are a ialists
: m.uy';." With Debsism, Bryan-
| I, Populism. Fabianiém, and artistic,
: ‘and Christian reform parties all |
the name of Socialist, it must
e pe admitted that there seems some
e ”muthl for such remarks. It is
i “sugh efiniteness that lends the sting
‘{0 the speech that the President = of
Bowdoin College puts into the mouth of
» "Soclalistic” speaker in a recent
in a popular magazine, that “We
't know what we want, but we want
#right away, and we want it bad.” Of
> such a remerk by such a writer
i due either to criminal iguorance or
‘¢riminal intent, as he might easily
ynow, if he does mot, that no such
gpeech was ever heard from the lips of
* 5 Boclalist. -On the contrary, Socialists
 know exactly what they want, and want
pothing “right away” save an educated,
nscious laboring class. Never-
‘{heless, With the greal number of ideas
i ing under the name of Socialism,
*  some confusion on the part of the casual
or.observer is excusable, :
with those more or lesd familiar
with Bocialism it is often well to some-
times go back to first principles, review
‘our philosophy 88 a whole, and take a
comprehensive survey of essential
i Such action is more necessary
. fn Ameérica and England than in any
other country. Everywhere, save in
those two countries, & Socialist means a
mémber of that great mass of class-
consclous working people, who are
standifig shoulder to shoulder, regard-
Jess of creed, color, nationality or race,
in uncompromising opposition to the
capitalist. system of society. That or-
ganization, with its branches in every
- land where the relation of capitalist
and workman exists, stands' upon a
clearly defined platform, the main prin-
ciples of which have remained prac-'
tically unchanged since their first state-
‘ment over fifty years ago. Whether
§ this steadfastness and unchangeable-
. npess i8 & good thing or not is beside the
question, it should at least silence those
who say that Sociallsm means so many
different things. :

GENERAL OUTLINES.

Soclalism 1s not a plan to reform so-
clety. It holds that each age grows out
of the preceeding one in obedience to
great fundamental laws of social de-
velopment, and that progress is only
possible in harmony with those laws.
Sociallsm, as a social philosophy, main-
tains, among other things, that the
present social organization holds within
{tself the elements that will bring about
its transformation into a society where
the Instruments of production and dis-
tribution will be social property, and
where production will be for use and
wt for sale, and co-operation shall be
¢ ruling force in the distribution of
the product. He who would understand
_Seclatism must study two things: First, |
the make-up of soclety to determine its
esential elements and their relation to
tach other; and second, the laws of the
kistorical development and interaction
of such elements.

Socialism holds that the form of any
eoclety 18 dependent upon its economic
organization. Since the larger part of
the energy of any organism must be
exercised In its own maintenance, it
_ follows that'the form and structure of
the organism will be largely determined
by’ the manner in which that main-
tenance is obtained. This is a universal
truth of blology. The struggle through
which an animal or plant passes in ob-
faining its food and shelter, its contests
with its rivals, its co-operation with its
fellows, its exposure to dangers of cli-
mate, the configuration of the ground'
and the nature of the soil upon which it
must live, in short, all the multitude of
things that go to make up the “struggle
for existence,” operating upon inherited
chiracteristics, determine what the
form 'and structure of the plant or-
tnimal shall be. This is the funda-
mental law of evolution, the basis upon
which the whole modern science of bi-
ology rests. No one to-day thinks of
calling the scientist “unethical,” “me-
chanical,” “materialistic” or “heart-
*less"” because he announces this law. It
- must be admitted, however, that it has
Dot been 8o very many years since all or
most of these epithets were applied to
the men of science who announced and
delended these principles. The world
Wems never to learn that calling a law

Dature or social development “bad/”
“wuel,” “wicked,” “unChristian,” etc.,

Is a foolish waste of breath. Such
Slaw can be either true or false, but not
: " “bad” or “indifferent.” Social-

holds regarding society ds biology
“M&rnlng plants and animals,
at any given stage of development .

¢ manner of obtaining, subsistence
- and maintaining life, acting upon the
| Previously existing elements in the or-
determines the structure, down

10 the amallest members. Soclety lives
&nd maintains itself through the opera-
Uon of its economic system. Like the

Dlant and the animal, it transforms cer-
+ ain things in its surroundings into the
elements necessary to life and distri-
. butes them among its members. Such

inslogy by no mesns implies the

of so-called biological soci-

It simply confines itself to the

the gt Where the analogy is identical,
‘he functions and ends the same.

GROUNDWORK OF SOCIETY.

Such a view of society lends new im
the 10 economic organization, If
form and structure of soclety are
upon the manner in which

: adjusts itself to its surroundings
. Perpetuates itself, then theé eco-
society are the fumdamental
upon which any social theory

or capitalistic organi-
production, or the
the materials of nature into

tion in w they can be used,
; machinery. How
and why no other
ible to-day will be dis-
Is machinery, which is
necessary to the life of so-
ne class, This
control of the
possible for them
to work for them.
of the product is

o

B

T

iy

]

E?
i

iTH]]
zési’!”g_;
g

il

WS 0 TS B

'By A. M. SIMONS, Chicago.

live and perpetuate their kind. As the
‘workers have no other means of living,
they come to look upon the share thus
glven them as a favor, and to beg for
access to the machines that they may
produce wealth for their masters. The
vwners of the product become: the
ruling class, and determine the form of
the great fundamental organs of so-
ciety. " They shape the Church and
State, determine the nature of religion,
education and legislation. This state of
affairs constitutes the basis of present
capitalist society. ;

As at any moment the structure of an
organism is dependent upon two things,
its environment and Its inherited char-
acteristics, and as the direction and
nature of future growth will depend
upon the operation of a future develop-
ment upon present chiracteristics, any
thorough knowledge of society demands
a study of its previous elements. It is
only through a study of the changing
" relations of social elements in the past
that an idea is obtained of the laws that
determine soclal growth and develop-
ment: Man's environment ag a whole,
being all terrestrial in nature, prac-
tically unlimited by locality, changes
little with the passage of time. Hence
by obeerving how that environment has
acted in the past, and studying the ele-
ments that it has developed and upon
which it must work in the future, it is
possible to forecast with tolerable ac-
curacy the course of further develop-
ments in the"immediate future.

HISTORIC REVIEW.

Soclalism thus becomes from one point
of view a philosophy of econpmic his-
tory. The following paragraphs aim to
give the main outlines of that phil-
osophy as applied to modern economic
history. !

At the close of the last century so-
cjety was rapidly changing form. It
was composed of great numbers of self-
supporting groups. The family, neigh-
borhood and nation were each largely
independent of outside influences. The
memory of many now living goes back
to the time when hundreds of things
were, made in the home that now de-
mand the great factory, and when the
village blacksmith, shoemaker and
miller made up almost the whole eco-
nomic c¢ircle of the community. Things
were made for immediate and direct
use or exchange with other producers.
Prices were fixed by custom or law, and
were little affected by competition. To
undersell a neighbor was looked upon
as akin to cheating, rather than the one
sure mark of great business skill and
management. Economic differences be-
tween individuals were small. Popula-
tion was almost stationary both as to
numbers and locality. Roads were
well-nigh impassable and all communi-
cation for economic purposes slight.

All this has so rapidly changed that
the movement is commonly called the
“Industrial. Revolution.” This change
, may be viewed along two main lines:
First, with reference to the imstruments
and ‘manner of production as combined
in the organizell industry; and second,

with reference to the people who made
up the great muss of society; in other
words, with regard to Capital 'and
Labor. As these forces at all times
overlap and interact in their develop-
ment, it is impossible to closely differ-
entlate their history.

The instruments of production’ were
transformed by a great number of far-
reaching inventions, all made within a
very few years. The spinning-jenny,
power loom, cotton gin and steam
engine are some of the more important
of these. Their first and most obvious
effect was to vastly increase man's
power to produce.. Scarcely an article
of comfort or luxury that could not now
be produced in much greater amount,
and with far less labor. As a second re-
sult the inanimate means of production
became of much greater ‘importance.
The tools began to rank before the man.
Each new invention made the machine
more nearly automatic,
was soon too great for the individual
laborer. Many machines required sev-
eral laborers each to operate them.
They could often be used only in con-
nection with other machines. A multi-
tude were driven simultaneously by the
same power. Patents and trade secrets
still further. limited ownership. The in-
creased product required compléx and
expensive distributive agents for its dis-
posal. All things worked together to
limit.ownership of the machines to the
owners of great fortunes.

The process of production became

ganization and supervision. As the
owners of the machines were the ones
most interested in the success of such
organization and supervision, and as
they were the only ones prepared’to
take up the function, they. temporarily
became the organizers of industry. The
fact that one person was functioning in
two capacities, as owner of the instru-
ments of production, and also as an or-
ganizer of industry, served, as such
dual functioning always does, to con-
fuse the situation, It enabled the owner
‘of the machines to conceal the enormous
sums received as tribute from those who
were compelled to surrender the greater
part of their product to obtain access to

sums were the legitimate reward for the
service rendered in organizing industry.
They proudly styled themselves, in
their own economic treatises, the “Cap-
tains of Industry,” the “Entrepreneurs”
of soclety, and likened themselves to
great military heroes,'in that, as the
latter marshalled the hosts of war, so
they directed the armies of production.
There was this trifiing weekness in the
analogy, that the military hero does not
ordinarily find it to his interest to take
from his soldlers all they have in return
for access to the arms and munitions of
war with which they are fighting his
battles. As will be shown later on,

why the two functions should have been
combined save that it enabled the owner
~of the machine to occupy the highest
pald position in his own establishment.
PRESENT CONDITIONS.

This mew complex industrial con-
dition transformed the whole orgnniza-
tion of society. The great factory be-
came necessary to house machinery,
workmen and product. The factory de-
mands the city. The movement of pop-
ulation toward the industrial centers

set in, Bubsequent inventions and eco-

given the workers to enable them fo | to comsume.

Thelr expense '

very complex, and required much or-|

the machines. They claimed that these.

there was never any essential reason-

nomic organization accelerated the
movement until the social, economic
and political life of the world was trans-
formed and adjusted to the mew indus-
trial conditions.

' The increased product became too
great for the local market. No neigh-
borhood could either consume all it pro-
duced or afford to produce all it needed
Another series of inven-
tions cleared the way for further de-
velopment. Stevensen and Fulton
hitched the new found power to car and
boat, and well nigh swept away time
and space as marking bounds to the eco-
nomic world. Improvement followed
improvement, telegraph and telephone,

-electric car and bicycle, until the ap-

pearance of the term “world market”
indicated that the circle of exchange
once surrounding but a single village
had reached its limit and become
merged in the meridians and the
equator. Goods were no longer mace to
be USED in the immediate neighbor-
hood, but to be SOLD at the uttermost
parts of the earth. Custom and legal
regulation, as means of fixing prices and
controlling quality, disappeared as im-
practicable, and the era of competition
was ushered in. y

Everywhere the economic world was
in the midst of a hand-to-hand struggle,
Society, if not Nature, was “red in tooth
and claw.” In every industry a multi-
tude of firms sought to undersell and
ruin one another. As the object was only
to sell and obtain profits, the energies of
soclety were bent .~ toward . finding
markets rather than producing goods.
Millions o dollars were wasted in ad-
vertising. Millions more in superfluous
plants and useless industries. Com-
mercial wars, seeking to open new
fields to greed, and waged in obedience
to the maxim that “Trade follows the
flag,” forced this inhuman combat on
leas developed nations . with most dire-

ful results. Natural resources were

recklessly exploited. ' The homes of
posterity were robbed of coal,*gas, oll
and wood that a few idlers might
gratify some extra whims. Polson was
placed in the food, shoddy in the cloth,
and fire traps built for human beings, all
in order that competitors 'might be
underbid, and undersold, and ruined,
until it came to pass that of one hun-
dred firms entering busin€éss ninety
were ruined, financially murdered,
within ten years after beginning.

Such a condition cannot last. It is a
state of unstable equilibrium, and can-
not be maintained. A free-for-all fight
must end some time, In this universal
struggle, a slight advantage once at-
tained tended to remain and increase,
It mattered not what this original ad-
vantage might be, a patent, a favorable
location,. especial foresight at critical
times, illegal aid from political powers,
or even a chance turn of the market.
Once in advance, the distance between
the leader and his followers ever
widened.  As a great number of firms
obtajned such advantages simultane-
ously, the first tendency was simply to
diminish the number of competitors
while still retaining competition, often
flercer than before, i

CONCENTRATION.

A new principle then came into opera-
tion. With fewer firms it is easier to
combine and divide profits than to com-
pete and destroy profits, Trusts were
formed, only to be broken by internal
dissensions into continually remewed
struggles ever shorter, fiercer and be-
tween fewer members, until combina-
tion fades into consolidation, and the
last step in the capitalistic evolution of
industry has taken place, and competi-
tion has given way to monopoly.

That this process is more rapid in
some industries than in others has
given rise to the theory of “Natural
Monopolies.,” The supporters of this
theory, noting that industries with cer-
tain characteristics tend to omit some
stages In thls evolution and to approach
the end with more than ordinary rapid-
ity, seek to set bounds to the operation
of the above laws, not seeing that the
dll'istinctlon drawn is historic, not gen-
eric.

THE PROLETARIAT.

Meanwhile the laborer has undergone
an ‘equally great transformation. At
the beginning of the period under dis-
cusslon he had just been driven. from
the land by the system of inclosures.
His rights to the sol], hitherto inviolate
even though legally but a slave, were
now invaded. He was driven to the
cities to seck as best he might a place in
the rising factory system. Here he was
only a unit in a great mob struggling
for work. Ignorant, suspicious of his
fellows, with few rights before the law,
he became the pitiable victim of a
heartless system. Subjected to the full
force of competition, his wages were
quickly sent down to the subsistence
point. When men could be exploited no
further, the home was invaded, and
mother and child dragged to the fac-
tory. Then arose the English factory
horrors when helpless women and chil-
dren were offered up to the Moloch of
competition: with - & barbarity and
ferocity equalled in few savage annals,
This was the golden age of competition
and “free contract.”

New forces began to be called into
being. The very physical contiguity of
the laborers in the factories and great
cities aroused a sense of social solidar-
ity, a consciousness of common in-
terest. Their common sufferings were
80 great as to drown all minor differ-
ences in a common brotherhood of pain,
As this unity of interest became more
evident they formed societies for self
protection and common bargaining with
the owners of the machines. The union
was at first organized strictly along
trade lines, and was closely limited in
its action to endeavors to obtain a larger
share of the product. Such organization
and action was at first successful to a

‘considerable degree. It crystallized the

sentiment of solidarity along the lines
of least resistance, even though at the
same time it emphasized the lines of
division. Gradually the unions forced
their way through persecution and re-

_pression, to toleration, recognition and

regulation, and finally to encourage-
ment and fulsome laudation. So long
as trade education was valuable and
could be to some degres monopolized by
the union, and while there- was still
competition between employers even of
different countriés, it was possible to
achieve much.by the original trades
union methods, at least for those par-
ticular members of the working class
that were within the unions. But with
new industrial conditions, when trades

.are no longer of value und employers no

longer compete, the trades union must
change with the changing conditions if
it 1s not to become a mere “rudimeutary
organ” marking a past stage of social
evolution. !

Other influences contributéd to in-
crease the rapidly growing solidarity of
the laborers. Popular education raises
the general intelligence and  helps to
eliminate the differences due to early

opportunity. The newspaper, the club,’

and the popular lecture all’contribute
to the same end. Even the capitalistic
political - party, while misleading the
laborer, trains him for united action.
Means of communication widen the fleld
of labor as well as that of distribution.
The workingman, like his product, be-
comes . cosmopolitan. The “Labor
Problem' becomes a universal one, to be
solved on universal lines. Differences
of race fade away -before the common
unity of labor. The machine eliminates
trade distinctions and trade jealousles.
“All men are equal before the machine.”
Distinctions in wages disappear. Highly
paid "skilled labor” vanishes before the
Inereasingly ‘automatic tool. Trade
schools and sciéntific academies further
this movement. Wealthy manufac-
turers can well afford to endow such in-
stitutions, knowing full well that in a
few years tfhey can recoup themselves
from the fall in wages of “skilled” labor.
Not a trade school or university but
furnishes countless illustrations of this
principie. The German chemical works
obtain men fresh from the best Iabor-
atories of the world at almost the same
wages as are paid to the man . who
wheels away the finished product. A
new solidarity arjises, bredking throygh
the now outgrown trades union lines,
and demanding an organization co-ex-
tensive with the laborers of the world.
There is another movement tending
along this same direction, of increased
social solidarity of the laborers, They
are more and more becoming a distinct
class. The gap between them and the
owners of the machines is an ever
widening one. This division was at
first parrow and often crossed. The
function of organizing and directing ‘in-
dustry was merged in that of ownership
of the instruments of production and
distribution. The employer fraquently
rose from among the laborers. Each
laborer hoped some time to become an
employer. As the process of concentra-
tion went on the employer ‘was econom-
ically and socially separated- from the
laborer. The capitalist removed to the
suburb. The laborer remained in the
slum., Gigantic differences in wealth
arose. The millionaire and the tramp
appeared. In the United States */,,, of
1 per cent. of the population own 20 per
cent. of the property, and 9 per cent. (in-
cludipg the */,,, per cent.) own 80 per
cent., while the remaining 91 per cent.
of the people must content themselves
with the residue of 20 per cent. of the
wealth.
SUPERFLUOUS CAPITALIST CLASS.
The oversight of the factory is in-
trusted to superintendents, overseers
and bosses, ‘The employer seldom sees
the men who produce his wealth. The
corporation, only introduced into the
productive industries of the United
States in the early 80's, completes the
separation. As a stockholder not only
is the last vestige of the alleged fun-

“tion as an organizer of industry swept

away, but the last vital link between
owner and operator of the machine is
broken. The whole task of superin-
tendence, organization, direction and
operation of industry is intrusted to
hired employees. The industry be-
comes a-soclally independent productive
agent, composed of and wholly operated
by hired laborers. It is, in short, an or-
ganization of industry, BY laborers and
OF laborers, but FOR capitalists. The
development of the capitalist system is
well nigh completed. Competition has
faded'into monopoly. Society has be-
come stratified into two’far separated
classes with diametrically opposite eco-
nomic interests, upon one side the pro-
ducers, independently organized for all
productive purposes, on the other a
class of non-producers, shorn of their
Jast social function, but enabled through
legal possession of the instruments of
production amd distribution extort
from the producers the larger part of
their product.
THE TRADES UNION.

These are the last steps preparatory
to another. fundamental change. Each
step was absolutely necessary to the
culmination, the machine and competi-
tive struggle to develop the powers of
production and reduce the laborers to a
common level; consolidation  and
monopoly to simplify and unify produc-
tion and make it a social act; the labor
union with popular education to give
the laborers social solidarity and fit
them for econmomic organization; and
the corporation and alien ownership to
isolate the productive process from the
capitalist and demonstrate his useless-
ness and the ability of the laborers to
conduct a self-sufficient organization of
industry, :

It now remains only to entirely cut
off the capitalist from the process and"
to conduct industry for the benefit of
the producers, with the distribution of
the product determined by other than
competitive force. The question arises
as to how this will be brought about.
A study ef the fleld from another point
of view shows thnt'vhll'e the develop-
ments previously noted were 80
wondrously full, the means to the ac-
complishment of the fina] step are not
lacking. When the ballot was placed in
the hands of the workingman and so-
clety agreed to abide by the decision of
the majority, the destiny of the soclal
organization was committed to the con-
trol of the Iaborer. From that moment
the social will is subject to him, and
‘upon him rests the responsibility of de-
ciding what the common action shall be,
This right was first conferred upon him
by the newly arising capitalist class in
order to overthrow the old political
order. The merchants and manufac-
tuerers needed a weapon with which to
fight the old nobility. They secured
this weapon byearming their employees
with the ballot, and then directing,
cajoling, deceiving and coercing them
into voting as the interests of the
masters dictated. The issues were at
first governmental, whether the State
should be Monarchial, Republican or
Democratic. But these questions have
all been long settled. The capitalists
gained every point, and are the recog-

. nized masters of the political world.

The old order of pobility is no longer
anywhere an active political force

' Social questions are now economic, not

governmental. The one great question
of to-day is the division of the in-
dustrial product. Upon this society is
divided intp two great classes with dia-
metrically opposite interests. Every
new machine that sends more men to
walk the stredts in idleness, every new
trust that further limits production and

plifies - new bank-

sim Industry, eyery
ruptcy that sends more members into

the laborer's ranks, every new strike
that accentuates the opposing interests
of capital and labor, every new panic
that demonstrates the incapacity of the
capitalistic system ‘to perform its
function of nourishing the social body,
eévery new land slide from one cap-
italistic party to another that gives
each in turn an opportunity to demon-
strate their uselessnéss and corruption,
every new .war for wider markets—
every development, in fact, along the
lines of social development we have
been tracing brings the final step
nearer. When the laboring class of the
world shall become sufficiently con-
sclous of their class Interests, sym-
pathies, rights and duties to grasp the
reins of political power and cut the legal
integument uniting the capitalist to the
productive agencies, and taking control
of the instruments of. production and
distribution, make them common prop-
erty and operate them for the common
good, then will this evolution have
reached its culmination.

REVOLUTIONARY EDUCATION.

The only preparation possible to thils
final step is to infuse the laborers with
a consciousness of the function that
history and the evolution of society has
bestowed upon them. Until they are
sufficiently unified, educated and con-
scious’ of their rights and responsibil-
ities to take up this function they are
not- prepared to perform it. By the
wondrous perfection that ever marks
laws of social development the sign of
fitness to perform the function will be
the recognition of the right and duty to
assume it. The growth of a body of
class-conscious luborers prepared to use
their political power to secure economic
control of production and the abolition
of wage slavery is the sign that the evo-
lution has well-nigh run its course. The
only active step that can be taken by
those who believe that the ¢oming so-
ciety will be infinitely better than the
present, and who desire to hasten its
coming, is to educate the working class
to a sense of their class duty, and to im-
press them with the importance of the
historical function that devolves upon
them. As they are the ones most op-
pressed by the present system, and
most to be benefited by the establish-
ment of the future one, it follows that
these facts should be emphasized, and
they should be urged to unite them-
seélves with those who are working to
hasten the coming of a better social
stage.

THE POLITICAL PARTY OF LABOR.

With whom then shall they affillate?
Our study so far has shown us that any
party that is to be the instrument
through which the laborers shall per-
form this most vital function, and which
shall be fit and capable of becoming the
means of transforming the present cap-
italistic system' into the Co-operative
Commonwealth must possess certain
characteristics.

First, it must be. an INTER-
NATIONAL party. Any party operat-
ing on narrower lines fails to grasp the
significance of the movement. No
feature of the evolution is bounded by
national or geographical lines. The
strike of the New England cotton oper-
atives falls because of Southern indus-
trial conditions; the English engineers’
trade union is destroyed by American
mechanics, and the Japanese laborer
drags down his American brother,

Setond, It must be a SOCIALIST
party; that is, a party that is conscious
of the direction of social evolution and
that is uncompromisingly committed to
the abolition of the wage system.
Otherwise it is not fitted to enjoy the
frults of victory or to perform its fun-
ction. as the social organizer of In-
dustry. A party committed to anything
less or anything else than this cannot
fail to become a part of some section of
the capitalist party, and hence a mere
obstructing force. A party, for ex-
ample, standing alone for municipaliza-
tion and nationalization of certain in-
dustries, simply advocates a transfer-
ence of masters from the capitalist
stoekholder to the capitalist taxpayer.
Neither will the evolution of society be
advanced since capitalism so intrenched
is more strongly defended than before,
More people are then interested in the
maintenance of wage slavery in each
particular industry. Worse than all
else, a class of favored workers are
created, as in the London municipal in-
dustries and the American post office,
who lose class-consciousness and class
interests, and, like the old trades
unionists becomo deaf to the sufferings
of their weaker or less ®fortunate
brothers. All such schemeés may be
given one final tast to decide if they are
in the line of social development: Do
they help ALL the working class, or
only a FEW at expense of the many?

Third, such a party must be a LABOR
party, that is, a party acting con-
sciously from the point of view of the
working class. The middle class Is a
fast disappearing one, and has no
definite function to perform in this evo-
lution. The outcome of the struggle
will be the destruction of the capitalist
class, and hence all their instincts,
training and prejudices will be opposed
to the movement. This view Is looked
upon with disfavor by sentimentalists
as “drawing class lines" and “inciting
class prejudices” and is denounced as
inhuman, unChristian and ethically
wrong generally. All this is béside the
question.

It we examine existing parties we
quickly find that but one of them com-
plies with all or even one of these re-
quirements. The INTERNATIONAL
SOCIALIST LABOR party is the only
party that knows no bounds of race,
creed, color or nationality, that Is com-
posed of, by and for the laborer, and
that stands unhesitatingly committed
to securing the fruits of the soclal evo-
Jution of the ages through the abolition
of wage slavery. It is with this party
that the workingmen of the world
should and will unite. Based upon the
philosophy .of Hegel and Kant, and
grounded in its historical position upon
the most tireless and scholarly research
into the minutest details of the eco-
nomic life of the world, with its many
million toiling members animated by a
single purpbse, it moves forward in

.every land to take its place as the fore-

most actor in soclety’s most momentous
drama. :

Boston, Mass. .
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CORRESPONDENCE,

[Correspondents who prefer to r in
prict under an agsumed npime, will attach
such npame to thelr communication, besides

thelr own signature and address. Nome other
will be recoguized.]

Slashing Texanm Wit.

To THE PEOPLE.—Several months
when certain A, F. of L. anti-|
propositions were sent cut to the
to be vuted l‘;.:' t:uro issued from this State
an answer t never saw rod
THE PEOPLE. I thiok it was ::' “Thdn“l
enclose ft. It Is quite a credit to Texas, from
whence, some people imugine, not much
= to be expected in the Movement in which

‘the East now leads. This answer should serve
Thie

45 & warning that Texas “‘will be there.”*
Was the answer:
**To the OfMcers and Members of Carpenters’

" Union, Local No. 1i4. Brothers:

“In view of the.fact that you arn called
upan to ballot on seven pbases of the tmmi-
gration question by the American Federation
of Labor it behooves all participants to ap-
proach the gquestion with such gravity and
reverential awe as this mighty tesue d
On the surface President Gompers evinces a
commendable deterniination to lead the'hosts
of Iabor to a lfe and death struggle with its
implacable foes, the Yabor exploiters.

‘At first thought it would seem that Presti-
dent Gompers should have sclected some Issue
caluculated (o point out to the laboring’ ele-
ment the real danger and the real enemy.
However, as he could not do this and carry
water on both shoulders at the same time, 2o
is hereby exonerated; or, perhaps he has se-
lected the lssue most suitable to his calbre,
more properly adjustea to his wize, as it were.
In charity this view will be accepted. As a
substitute to the immigration question sdd as
being more germane to the interests of wi
ecarners and organized labor generally, we -m
mit the following, and trust that Brother
Gompers will see his error and urge the de-
mands with vigor the next time he be-
fore & congressional committes; and, as to
the prior {mportance of the questions here-
with submitted to his distinguished considera-
tion, as opprosed to the ration isssue, we
insist that there Is no serious question of
casulstry involved,

“However, we'll bet & 2 cent marble agaiust
President Gompers' head, just to make the:
odds even, that he hasn't the sand to tackle
the Issues herewith presented, to wit:

“‘Proposition 1—Does your organization im-
cline favorably to the view that the moon is
made of green cheese, or, ' if all members do
not incline favorably to this view, what Is the
percentage basdd in favor of aud what -
porcentage projudiced against sald proposi-
tion ™

“Proposition 2-Does your organization
favor a duty or import on peanuts, and would
your organization define such import duty as
specific or ad valorem, er, should the com-
missfoners of internal reveuus be empowered
and directed to place revenue stamps on any
and all peanuts; and what penalty should be
asscesed against children for eating gumlu
pot bearing revenue stamps? Further, doss
your order stasd committed to a polley of
tariff for revenue only or a revenue for tarift
only; or democrats for office only or office for
democrats only?

“Proposition’ 3—Should dogs be provided
witn two talls or only one As of yore; or, If &
dog's tail were to be amputated, should it be
done an inch at a time to abbreviate the sut-
ferings of the dog?

‘'Proposition 4—Does your order favor
changiog the name of skunk cabbage to that
of rose or violet with a view of effecting &
change for the better In the villainous smell
of the aforesald skunk cabbage?

“Proposition 5—When issues involving the
liberty and indepondemce of men and the
probity of women are beforo the tollers of
the land, who are unschooled in ecenomic
thought and groping in the dark and pnylni
for a Moses to show them the true theory o
Iife, whit should be done with the oficers of
the American Federation of Labor who men-
key with side issues and offer thelr constitu-
entles hog wash? Should they be bled for the
simples or should thelr necks be sawed off
with a grindstone?

“‘Proposition 6-Diges your organization fa-
vor & law estabilshing the parity of &x handies
and horse shoes, and, further, should  paw
bucks be made redremrblg in boot jacks and
*shoe pegs in rolling pins?

"Prgpgl“lcn 7—Do you Inecline favorably
to the proposition that the present Industrial
a»pr...fon could be remedied, the idle om-
ployed, and wages and prices ralsed by ap-
plylug a -ufpa-ry eim poultice to & carbuncle
on & cork leg: or, do you ALY the
prosent hard times will never end till il the
horses In & race can win at the same time?

“‘Proposition $—Do you subseribe to the
doctrine that the hypothesis that a bull is an
owl is thoroughly compatible with the theory
“that a cow is a fish, or do you incline to the
bellef that & toad is & canary bid?

“Respectfully bmi wi
of the subscriber.~CARL 8.

Make no mistake sbout Texas.

\ Re AW,
Waco, Tex., July &

New Jouraalizm.

To THE PEOPLE.~Soclalists do not under«
rate the task which lies before them; they
realize that the masses are densely ignorant
on palitico-economlc questions; know
that this ignorance is a product of the capi-
talist class domination and is perpotunted by
it: furthermore, that this Ignorance 'is neces-
sary, indispensible, to the existence of such

jomination. i
o Influenced by. the evolution of the capitalist
system, the public press, resolved into a few
close corporations, owned by large capitalists,
18 pledged to support their Interests, oconse-
quently to maintain the present system.

Although sophistry, false protestations of
triendship, etc., canpot blind clear-minded
reasoning persons to the {ll-concoaled anta-
gonlsm of the press towards the rights, needs
and just aspirations of the people, neverthe-
iess, the Injurious, demoralizing’ oﬂoc(’gl these
prostituted organs of "'Rubllr opinion’ 1s de-
plorably nm-u;mt in the great body ef our
unthivking clitizens.

Therefore, a most important duty of Socla-
lsts is to bulld up and maintsin the new,
better and cleaner press devoted to the in-
terests of the people and which makes cekse-
less, nggressive and uncompromising war upon
all their enemies. It is for Socialists to place
this new journalism, which deserves the name,
into the hands of the intelligent Erohuﬂn
and all persons well ‘dis to"the coming
new social order.  In & word, it Is education.

Comrades, give your hearty support to THE
PEOPLE and the “New Charter,” extend their
ciroulation and.you will thereby extsnd edu-

o mey City, July &
JuEaey. CIe O wr I AN DORAY,

Disappointment inStore fsz Thoughtie
lessWar-whooyers.

To THE PEOPLE.—I beli¢ve and hope that
the tolling masses ‘of the ssveral countries
chiefly concerned in the present war will soon
Jearn after the war is over that the Spasish
colonists are freed only from nly cruel
Feudalism, and dnd them under ln&:h of
hypocritically cruel Cnplulll:l and t the

{1l be needed to
!:“m d 'uy sald workers to grant
them the

st, per P ive
freedom clvilization, foretolll to
Marx, Letournals and other pre-eminent so-
clologists,

Wh‘:n we Soclalists think over it, It sesms
50 strange that so many so-called Intelligent
working people, in this latter part of the
nineteentn century take such servile interest
in the Inhub'mulon-l quarrels of their interns- |
tional robbera.

But light is breaking among the disinherited
toilers of the earth and soon the old game of
setting working people at each others’ throsts
for the benefit of useless parasites will be

layed out, and the workers will see clearly
Ky the economlic deve! nnthnlm by the
diffusion of the Marxian teach ot Nnor,‘
what thelr historic mission 1s, the overthro
of the latest and last system of slavery, the
wage system—capitalism—with Its poverty,
starvation; adulterstion, waste, war, orime
and ig : the of all this end
the establishment In its stead of the common
ownership of the globe and Its soclal re-
sources, wi r syste ment
for the use and benefit of humnnn. ‘
fore many pass we will find it so,

in the world, the
flag of the rights of and s

r the capitais of the world, eman«

:l"m "u'm a free and united
plé looking in wonder over the pages
rl:’mry recordi that their ancestors. lMv

under the “1‘0‘119' &R“ef‘m'omc l.l‘ ZR
i and tribedom, the slaveries of chattel. .
e Tying wnder the’ e m’.m- ‘
o the %. e free, progremsive asd lasting
system Of X CITIZEN OF THE WORLD.

Dedham, Mass,, July 6.

Buffalo, N. Y. -

Comrade Jr, W
Guilford street, has been agent '
for THE PEOPLE.

All subscribers in arrears are request-
ed to kindly remit when galled upon by
the new ageat, R e
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THE PEOPLE, SUNDAY, JULY 10, 1398.

 To the Members of

COMRADES:— ;

We consider it our duty to adddress to you
some earnest words on the state of our party
organisation “in Greater New York. \

go are this year to go through the most

" eritical and therefore the. most Iimporiant
that the B, L. P. hnub.‘lﬁ tzrg;:do?;

0 since It became a recogn P F
* want to come out of thix campalgn with

& creditable showing, we must ester upon it
with a force that lt.not hampered in its work
- internsl disturbances. ;

L of this city HAS been hampered
in that respeqt. Let our comrades be re-
minded of some facts. U

In the beginning of 1966 the Sections of New
York and Kings Counties endorsed the
clalist Trade and kabor Alliance. In the

New York this decision was reached
& thorough discussion carried on in
3 moestings 3‘ through all the

”:n = question s not decided at

. n ng, but by a geueral vote.

sught to bave settled the question for

at Jeast & reasonable time. The minorMy !n

2 dernooratic orgamization is in duty bound te

respect the decislons of the majority and to

nn&ch carrylng them out successfully. Aund
most of the comrades who had voted against
with the S. T. & L. A, wers willing
t6 act in this -tyuly democratic spirit,
the minority contaimed an clement which ab-
solutely refused to mccept the decision of the
‘section, | , i

_ Within two months after the first general

vote the Irreconcilabie minority-element forced

& re-operiing of the question on the occasion

of electing a fratermal delegate to the Na-

tioral Convention of the 8. T. & L. A. There
was an extenxive discussion; only it

b mare acri ay wax to be'ex-

ted. The result wus a confirmation of, the

former vote in favor of the 8. T. & L. A.

Two general votes should have amply satin-
fled everybody. ‘The irfeconcilable opponents
of- the S. T.,& L. A. were not wiiling to
scquiesce. Under varfous .claims they con-
tinued not only to oppose, but to obstruct
the carrying out of the policy twice affirmed.
One of thess claims was that Section New

<« York alone could not detarmine so fmportant

& question, but that {t must be passed wpon

by the whole party of the United States; that

therefore the matter was to be considered in
abeyance until the National Convention of thé
party should have decided and until that decl-
sion had been passed upou by a general vote

of the whole party. .

The National Convention met in July, 1806
and by a vote of 71 agalnst 6 endorsed the
Alllance, calling upon the party members *'to

. carry the revolutionary spirit of the 8. T.

' & L. A Into all the organizations of the
workers.” This resolution was, like all other
decisions of the National Convention, passed
upon by the entire membership of the party,
and it wws ratificd by an almost unanimous
vote, only 4 votes belng cast agalost It
throughout the country.

Section Now York, voting for the third time
on this question o the year 1896, cast ONLY
TWO negative votes.

Did the irreconcilable minority element now
think it proper to fall in line? On the con-
trary. That alement now adopted the policy.
which is generally the last resort of a disloyal
and desperate opposition, msamely to bother
and w the majority to the polat of making
it _knuckle under to the minority.

These tactics became lll{llrfnl on almost all
questions on which a difference of opinion
nrose in the section. Such differsnces—nat-
ur#! in themselves and got at all harmful

. —were widened by the Injection of the Alllance

q on.

. The party officers, the commitiess and all
who were charged with carrying out the pol-
icy of the party were stigmatized as a ‘‘ma-
chine,'" an “'besses.” and everything that was
done In line with the will of the majority
was denounced, no matter how useful or need-
ful it might be for the party. The organiza-’
tion of Section Greater New York, which was
made necéssary by the law creating the
Greater New York municlpality, was descried
a8 “‘a scheme fo faston the rule of a clique'
upon the party. Every step taken by the
majority to make the new organization ef-
fective was Impeded. .

When the plan of organization was dis-
cussed, ‘the mfajority of the membefs recog-
nized from the start that general seotion
meetings would not only be impracticable but
impossible.

Such 1 ings ha b im-

” practicable in the old sections, both of New
ork and Kings County. In both sections the
general meetings had, with the growth of the
memberstip, become less and less representa-
llv:. The; were attended by but a small
fraction of the membership, made up either
‘from those- subdivisions located in the im-
mediate vicinity of the meeting piace or from
some element in the party particularly inter-
in & pending question and brought to
the meeting for the purpose of packing fit.
The non.reprosentative churacter of the sec-
fion  meetings and their llabllity to being
ked bhad, even before the organization of
tion Greater New York, led the old Ses-
tion New York to decide on a change contem-
fhllul the substitution of a delegated ‘body
lor the genersl meeting.

Iun she enlarged sphere of a section extend-
Ing over meveral counties general meetings
would necessarily be still more exposed to
tha of accldent and Intriguo, still more

‘'l P ive an a ratic. If the
meetings of the old Section New York were
seldom attended by more than 100 members
tout bf a total of 1,100) and those of Kinge
County seldom by more than 40 (out of & total
of 400), & joint section meeting could not be
expocted to attract more than 120 members.
And as many of those, in attendance leave
before protructed debatex come. to a close,
decisions affeoting 1,600 members woul be Jeft
o a minority of W or 8 members, largely con-
slsting of those living most closely to the
meeting place.

There could be no doubt that a deiegated
body. of 180, not selected by accident but by
the cholce of all the branches of the section,
was & more democratic party meeting than

. any of the so-called general meetings held for
years by either of our two principal sections,
And it was o recognized by the overwhelming
wmy vota cast in favor of a delegated

y. 4

The suporiority of the Gemeral Committes '

over the old section meetiugs In deallng with
werious y matters wus demonstrated in
the case of the Jewlsh *“Vorwirts' cobspiracy,
which had been organized by Cahan, Miller,
‘Winschewski and Zametkin, because of thelr
inability to secure control of the Hebrew
party press. Those conspirators had, since the
spring of 1896, kept the old section New York in
sonstant disturbances which had later on be-
n to exfend to Brooklyn. The section meet-
g8, the Central Comamittees avd a number of
Assembly Districts were prevented through
this conspiracy from dolng thelr proper party
work. And it was this conspiracy that had
first glven a demonstration of the ease with
which general section meetings can be packed.
« " The General Committes could not be packed,
it could not be :N‘\'lnll‘d from handling the
affalr In an orderly and decisive manuer,
Two meetings of the General Committee and &
thoraugh exposure of the conspiracy through
the favestigation of the Executive Committes
relleyed the party of this disturbance. Had
‘the section been compelled to deal with this
matter in general meetings, the prolongstion
of the disturbance and great Injury to the
movement would have been inevitable.

The consplirators found no support among the
rest of the membership except on the part of
the disloyal eleraent that would under no cir-
cumstarces be reconciled to the party's aMiia-
tion ‘with the Alllance. This element gave the

tors all the encouragement it could.
districts where this clement predomi-
nated resolutions were put ‘through caleulated
£reate the imprassion that the conspirators
were being t mjustly and that a large
the membership was in sympathy
And this element was by 1o means
satisfied. when It became apparent that the
disposition made.of the conspiracy by the
Committes was received with ap-
proval by the membership.
On the contrary, the determined stand taken
thre um: of the mombers in behalt of
nes o

minority and causad it to go a step further

yalty—always under the pretance

orgaiization to attack the par-

outside. This organization—the 50~

Wnﬁb—&mﬁl out more clﬁﬂy
up posi

.

i

e
Bk
;3
2
i

i
RE
i

g

¢
g
;

g
!
£

!

L
g"; ;:E
'é‘ :
§
i ;‘e’

E

§

But-

w
mnable in the eyes of "

Seation Creater Now York, S. L. P.

Otub spokermen, Carl Arnold, has just been

discoversd in the primary-enrollment list, en-
tered as & Dumocrat.) It became apparent that
the purpose of these men Wwus to estrauge as
many meinbars from the party as possible. They
tri to ereste a sentiment in favor of the
‘Debs party, They slandered the party’s of-
ficars, thay misrepresented the dolngs of the
. Genersl (Committes. And a5 & means to further
their ends, they enlisted naticnal prejudice by
tolling the German comrades that they were
being deprived of their proper influence in the
ment of the party l.hrou;ki‘u:p use of

National Board of Appeals or by securing &

| suficlent support for & demand for a general

yote. The spokesmen of the majority of the
Distriet ?f"m in an‘n _::mlvdnmn::‘n-; ul:;
ing our delegation’ t they re
Mn‘wf. any such method but claimed the right
‘to iguore the decizion of the General Commit-
tee. The members showed during the dabate
that they had been wrought up in their spirit
of disloyalty to such a polut that they did not
cars whether they wers expelled frpm the
party, some saylng that that—suspension or
expulsion—is what they wanted.

The Executive Committee submitted 'these
facts to the General Committer, and when a
debate was then had, a delegate from the
Twenty-fourth District boldly asserted that
the District would persist {u {ts deflant atti-
tude and that'it was justified. The General
C

manage.
the English Janguage in the of the
General Committee. v

The same warfare against the party was also
tatried inte the Assembly Districts, where the
disloyal eclement was represented; . and thess
districts were used to supplement the work
of the Mohren-Club by undermining the party
from within.

How these districts were made to serve as
outposts of the party's ensmics, was shown by
the maenar in which ths last geoeral vote on
the Alliumoe question was breught about. The
demand for this vote originated at a meeting
of the Thirty-second Assembly District, and
the reason given for agalu opening this quee-
tion (that bad been voted on three times In
the prededing year) was the alleged miscon-
duct of the Alliauce {n chartering a printer's
‘unjon. The Thirty-second Assembly District
derived its false opinlon on this matter from
a slandering circular of “Typographical Union
‘No. 7. The ecircular was even endorsed by
the District, sfthough its contents were di-
rected not only agalnst the Alliance, but
agalust the party and the party’'s press. The
action of the District was iustigated by Do-
lleskl, who Is & b o hical
Unlon No, 7. | 4

A new geueral vote upon a policy established
by the whole party as the party policy was in
jtgelf a disloyal action. It would have been
scandalous, If Section New York had placed
itself (o opposition to the national party. But
the generil vote was also & useless waste of
time, because there was no prespect’ of the
vote having any other result but the con-
firmation of the shree pravious votds.

The whole proceeding could serve no purpose
but to throw the party’s policy again in doubt,
to furnish a new pretext for a refusal of tha
disloyal element to ackpowledge it, to give
new occaslons for vielent attacks on it, to re-
kindle sleeping dlssensions and cause jll-feel-

Ypog

ing. .

Under the clycumstances all this should have
been avolded as injurfous and senseless.. The
party should have refused to re-open the
question. But It had to be undergone. ' The
General Committee devoted two meetings to
the wyuestion (occasioning neglect of other
business for which It was denounced by the
very el t that had opened the di lon);

and after the General Committee had, by i,

large majority, refused to change the policy
80 repeatedly afirmed, the debate had to be
carried’ Into all the subdivisions of the Seap-
tion. After occupying the Section about three
months, the question was once more settled
by an overwhelming refusal to make & change,

While this debating and voting was golng
on, the disloyal element was working its
double mine, the one outside and the one
inside the party, in eharming harmozny. They
attacked the party’s policy in the Mohren-
Club and they attacked It in the party meet-
ingw. ‘

It was on oné of these occasions when Do-
linski committed the flagrant misconduct that
led to the proceedings taken against him.

Dolinski, while speaking on the party's plat-
form at a public meeting on the West Side,
called to gein members for the party, made an
attick upon the mansgement of the party,
which produced so disagreeable an Impression,
that Oomrade Meyer, the chalrman of the
meeting, then and there rebuked Dolinski and
that Comrade Mittelberg brought the facts to
the attention of the Executive Committee.

The Executive Committes ordered charges
to be preferred agalust Dolinski, and' these
chirges were tried by the Grievance Com-
mittee.  After a full trial, tho Grievauce Com-
mittee reported its findings to the General
Conimittes to the effect that Dolinski was
guilty of the breach of disclpline .charged
against him, in that he had both at the mest-
ings of the Mohren Club and at the Wert Side
purty mecting publicly attacked the ’ party.
After hearing this report and after a thorough
discussion of the same, the General Commit-
tee decided that Dolinskd be suspended from
the party for one year,

This docision was adopted by a vote of more
than three-fourths of the delegates present at
the General Committee and the minority was
by no meaws of the opinion that Dalinski's
conduct was blameless. The facts laid before
the Genersl Committee left ‘but very few in
doubt as to the fact that Dollnski deserved
belag disciplined; whereln the minority 'dif-
fered from the majority, was the measurs of
punishment, the minority holding that a
slighter punisiiment would be suMicient. The
Judgment was net graﬂlrued on one ocour-
rence alons. Dolinski's remiarks at the West
Side meeting might have been overlooked as
an act of momentary thoughtlessness, if that
fact had stood alone. But Doelinski's activity
ia the Mohliren Club and some of his statements
before the Grievance .Committee showed that
he was of a spirie of impudent Insubordina-
tion. Thesd statements were to the effect that
he would not allow himself to be dictated to
and that, no matter what the prrty's dectsion
would be, he would continue to criticize the
party in publie

lDolInnki'n duct sut ent to his per
sion confirmed the impression ven of hi
character by these statements. B e

Instead of taking the steps providsd
constitution for n-vl'wlngpthg d-cllleib’o?u:
Section (I. ¢.. appeal to the Board of Appeals).
he has sought to cause disturbance, to induce
Branches of the Section to lkewise violate
the party dieciplice, and he has more openly
than ever hostilzed the party. Among acts
of the latter category we will mention here
that at a meeting. called by the) Dsbaites he
appeared on the platform of a public meeting
together with James Carey, who had been
b_nnd--d as a traitor to the party by the
l\(nllnnnl lfxrrmlvoh Committee.  He also,
at a .meeting of his unlon, Typographical
Union "No. 7. oppesed the acceptance 2! an

invitation from the party to participate in .

the May-day demonstrition, and Ny his at-
tacks on .the party, he was instrumental in
bringing about the decision of that Uulon not
to participate. And more recently he signed
his nume, as Sceretary of the Mohren Club, to
& scurrilous leaflet attacking the party.

The almost unanimous’opinion of the dele-
Eites to the General Comumittee as to Dolins-
kU's' guilt should have ended the incident as
long as Dolinskl did not mean to avail him-
self of his right of appeal. ‘That, notwith-
standing this, the case has occupled a good
deal of the atteution of the members, is largely
due to the attitude of the disloyal element pre-
viously characterized. :

That element used this case as a means to
contimue {ts policy of obstruction. It ralsed
the cnarge of tyranny against the General
Committee, claiming that the General Com-
mittee was not equivalent to a Sectien meet-
fug and had therefore no right to suspend
members, The claim was palpably ground-
less;  because, (Af  it< were otherwiss, there
could have been no Section Greater New
York, that Section bcln# urable to hold gen-
eral section _aeetings; the claim was true,
the General Committes could not udmit mem-
bers and could not have. ded bers

ittee thiereupon suspended the Twenty-
fourth District. i

The case was 5o plain that this decision must
Le recognized by all intelligent members to
have been the only action that was.compatible
with the discipline and the dignity of the
arty.
pln a later meeting of the General Com-
mittes a suffcient number of subdivisions de-

" manded a general vote upon the suspension

of the Twenty-fourth District. At the same
time It was decided to give the suspendel
district a chance’ to explain -its side of the
case at the expense of the Bectlon, for which
purpose “the district might use two octavo
pages in print. Th»e district’ gave a new de-
menstration of Its spirit, when it was notified
to send in its explanation, Instead of dolog so,
it sent the following reply:

NEW YORK CITY, April 15, 1898,
To the City Executive Committee, Section
Gredater New York, 8. L. P.

We herewith acknowledge recelpt of your
communication. of April fth, according to
which the District is permitted to submit an
explanation of our affair. Referring to the
above we would state that it seems to us very
strange that such & request should be put to
us, after we have, without receiviog a hear-
ing. been sentenced; that Is, uplawfully sus-
pended by a decrse of the General Committee.
Had our case been submitted to the proper
authorities, and had these authorities put up
& well-Tounded charge, we would gladly have
taken advantage of the opportunity to defend
ourselves. We hold fast to our demand: let
us have the charge, and the defence will be
there!  Why were we thus umlawfully sus-
pended? Decause ‘we invited an old party
tuember, Dolinsky, who was likewise unlaw-
fully suspended, to hold & speech.

We do not believe that this was & breach of
the constitution of the party, but we do believe
that districts should be allowed a little. more
freedom In the arramging of their agitation
and discussion meetlugs, and in the selection
of their speakers,,

By authority of the 24th Assembly District,

ANDREW BREY, Sec'y.

This letter Is simply & plece of impudence.
The District was not only aware of the breach
of discipline charged. against it, but It sent
a mnew delegate to the General Committee

with the special instruotion to afirm the ad-,

hesion of the Distriet to its attitude of de-
flapce, i

More recently two other districts dominated
by the disloyal clement have shown thelr utter
disregard of the Interests and decisfons of
the party. Both the Thirty-second and the
Twenty-third Districts have openly taken the
stand that they will rather have none of the
party than have the party with its present
poliey. v

The Thirty-second Assembly District not on-
Iy repeated the breach ‘of discipline for which
the Twenty-fourth Pistrict had béen suspended,
but it openly declared its sympathy with the
party’'s enemies. OGu March 21, 1898, & report,
#ent In by the Secretary, appeared in the N,
Y. "Volkszeitung,” giving an account of the
proceediugs: of the business-meeting of the
Thirty-second District, held on March 19, It
appeared that most of the time of this mecting
had been devoted to motions expressing hostil-
ity to the party. Three motions of this
character were adopted: firstly, a° motion to
extend to Dolinskl the privilege of represent-
ing the party on its platform, at a public
mecting: of the District] secondly, a. motion
was carried not to recognize a decision of the
General Committee, forbldding members of the
paArty to assist in the work of the Mobhren
Club; and, thirdly, the District voted to lay
upon the table 10 tickets of Section Denver,
the sale of which was urged by the General
Committes. in behalf of our Western pister
section.  The spirit of the majority was well
characterized by the different attitude they as-
sumed on one hand towards the organization
of fellow-members and on the other towards
the combination eof enemies. While they
treated the Denver party section with insuits'
ing antipathy, some of the majority boastingly
proclaimed their afMlation with the Mohren
Club and their determination to continue the
same, no matter . what the party would do..
They weré warned that by “thelr action on
Dolinski and the Mohren Club they were in-
viting suspension, and they answered that they
would 1ik¢ to see .that done.

The action of the Thirty-second Assembly
District was Iaid before the General JCommit-
tee and a very full discussion was l'hom had
on the matter, in the cburse of which the
correctuess of the facts reported was con-
firmed by the District’s delegate. After the
debate the Executive Committes was directed
1o make .a further Investigation, and, if the
District was found guilty of the acts of de-
fidnce reported, the Executive Committep was
authorized to suspend the District.

The Executive Committee first called upon
the officers of the District organization to ap-
pear before it and give what explanation or
information they might have to give about the
case. The officers refused to appear, clalming
that they could not give information to the
Executive Committee, unless the District gave
them permission. This position was clearly
wroug; members and more particularly of+
ficers of the subdivisions are bound to. assist
the Exccutlve Committes in any investigation
it may make, irrespective of what their Di-
strict may say about it. But the Committeo,
in order to meet any futiire excuse, gave the
District an opportunity to decide as to whether
its officers should avswer the call of the Ex-
ecutive Committee. The District deflantly de-
clared that there was nothing to investigate;
but if any-information was wanted, the Ex-
ecutive Committee might come to the meetings
of the: District.  Only
District appeared of ‘thelr own accord.

The Committee heard the testimony of these
and other witnesses; but before coming to a'
decision, It wished to give the District one
more opportunity either to justify itself or
change its attitude, We went to the trouble
of sending a sub-committee to a meeting of
the District. The experience was the same as
in the case of the Twenty-fourth District. The
majority re-affirmed thelr previous actions,
boastingly asserted their right to defy any de-
cisions of the General Committee that they
considered invalld and showed thelr utter
recklessness as to the results their action
might bring about. Some repeated in the pres-
ence of the Committee the statement that they
would not miod being suspended, that on the
contrary they would like to see the suspen-
slon of the District ordered. . "

‘What is at the bottom of these statements,
is apparent from the evidence at hand of the
disloyal purposes of the clement fn control
of the Thirty-second District as well as qf
the Twenty-fourth: One of the leaders of this
element In the Thirty-second District, Joseph
Cohen, was proven to have boasted that go
merely came Into the party for the purpose of
Lringiog members of our party over to the
Peb. party. It was also shown that the mem-

as It did, without protest, in the cases of
Blumler and Baldischweller, who were sus-

ponded in July, 18587, and of Krinsk],, who

was suspended in January, 1898,

But the element that used. this claim as a
weapon of attack against the General Com-
mittee, did not care whether the claim was
well founded or not, If (L had cared about
having that constitutional question properly
decided it would have caused an appeal to be
taken to the National Board of Appeals. That
method would bhave done away with any

| furthor wrangling about the question, aud the
elemeut 1n question was mot anxfous to avold
wrn.uli The case was forced to & general
vote of the section, and this vote, which the
members are now called upon to take, will
not settle the legal question whether under the
party’s coustitution the Gemeral Comumitteo is

:;z.momcd ‘l.no ':upzn& but It will simply settle
o
sgalnst Dolinski. b b

But while the sald element was denouncing
the al of the b thg

\ ti ¥
Genersl Committee, it showed thatiit did not
itselt fecl any respect for the constitution.
The Twenty-fourth Assembly District, which
1 domnud Tmann and the Mohren
Club element, Insolently violated Article 2,
Sec. 11, of the comstitution, forbidding any
Section or Branch of the party to extend the
vilegen of bership to a suspended mem-
T. The District Invited Dolinski to speak
at & publlt meoting under its auspices, and
the motion, when made by Ingermann, was
accompanied with the remark that it was
to show deflance to the General

n
cwlmo. , 5
n the Bxecutive Committes was informed

- statement of the

hip Is constantly under Debsite influences
through the Mount Merris Educational Club,
which was originally formed to provide a club
bouse and. headquarters for the party, but
which {s now oficered and coatrolled by Debs-
ftes: |,

The direct influence of the Mohrea Club on
the District was {llustrated by th
which the District was used to come to the
assistance of Rudoiph Modest, a notoripus en-
emy of the party and associate of Fakirs and
‘Anarchists. When the General Committes de-
manded the removal of this Modest from the
Beard of Trustees of the ''Volkszeitung'' Pub-
lishing  Assoclation ‘on the ground t his
election was a menace to the interests of the
party, ,thg Thirty-second Assembly District
published a denunciation of the General Com-
mittes for interfering with the Publishing As-
sociation In an action that was proper.

The intrigues of thiy element kept the dis-
trict busy antagonizing the party and left no
time, even {f there had been any inclination,
for proper party work. i
After obtaining such evidénce, the Executive
Comumittee suspended the Thirty-second Dis-
trict, as it had been authorized to do by the
General Committee, No action towards reorgan-
ization was taken, however, until after the
suspension ‘had been ratified. by the General
Committee. This was done, by almost a unan-
fmous Wote (only a few delegates voting in'the
negatlyel on May 25th,’ whereupon a call for
re-organization was published on June 2nd.
This suspension has also been ordered to be
submitted to & sra] vote, and the suspend-
ed District has allowed to have a state-
ment of its case published together with the

statement of the District was sent in in

of this action, it called & special meeting of { man, of which we herewith submii trans.
the Tvuv-tynl Assembly District and del- | lation: § e i
egated four it members to explain to the ‘ g

District the of its conduct. ' The June 11, 1808
de of Executive Committée ap- | TO the Members of the Socialist Labor. Party.
peared the special mieeting so valled and Comrades:— d

run,ud out that the District might exp As A the p d of ‘the

ts disapproval of Dolinski's nslon by | agement, the Thirty-second .

elther. cal an appeal to be to the mwunmm‘mm-q-

two members of the

i ‘l'll’ o
the expressed will
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bers the following declaration In justification
of our action. :

When Comrade Dolinsky, a member of the
Thirty-second Assembly District, was, In
February, suspended for one year by the
General Committee, we, as a brauch, expected
that this would be done in accordance with the
constitution until thén in force.

According to the clause of the constitution
bearing upon this, ‘which constitution was
adopted by the convention of 1887, the General
Committee has no authority to decree suspen-
slon, but can ounly ‘recommend it. It would,
therefore, have been the duty of the General
Committee to submit this decision to a Gen-
eral vote in the form of & motion, imstead of
peremptorily imposiog the same. -

It s also demanded by another ¢lause of the
constitution of 1897, that the election of the
Executive Committee and of the organizer,
he had every six months through & general vote
(as‘in the case of the Natlonal Executive Com-
mittee), but in no case as is done now through

" the delegated body of the Central Committee

of Section Greater New York.

But since we are not—any more than any
other branch—in possession of the constitu-
tion in question, because it was never sent
to the districts after the adoption of the pro-
posed clauses, we can only fall back upon it
by means of hypothetical indicatlions.

How sad is it that a Soclalist organization
is mot even in possessiom of its own consti-
tution! \

The party mapagement evidently sought to
apply Section 10 of the national coustitution
of 18% to the Dolinsky case, where indeed it
is sald:  *“...... a simple majority at a busi-
ness meeting shall be sufficlent to suspend.'”

We then requested the General Committee
—again in accordance with the constitution-—
and in conjunction with three other Assembly
Districts for a general yote. When after some
time no steps were taken in this direction,
the Thirty-second Assembly District resolved
of course not to r ize the pension so
long as the comstitution was not lived up to,
for we are of the opicion that we have In the
party neither bureaucrats nor out-lawed mem-

TS,

When later on the Thirty-second Assembly
District arranged for an agitation meeting,
Comrade Dolinsky was chosen as' the speaker,

Thereupon followed, on April’ 20, a rescript
of the General Committee In which we were
requested to send’ delegates to the City Ex-
ecutive Committee, to represent tho district
at the investigation of this action. At the
same time we were Informed, to the astorish-
ment of all, that there was. also & charge
agaipst ps because of our connectior with: the
Mohren Club. We replied that as a branch
we had nothing to do ‘with It, and in regard to-
Dolinsky there was nothing .to investigate, as
it was & fact that he had been Invited as a
speaker, Otherwise we instructed our dele-
gates to the General Committee to insist upon
the enforcement of the constitutiop.

In May the investigation took place in our
district by Comrades Flebiger and Moren.

The district declared that not they, but the
General Committee, were acting contrary . to
the constitution, and that until the constitu-
tion was enforesd, they would insist upon thelr
standpoint, Our attitude towards the Soclal
Democracy of America—which was also ven-
tilated—was explained that we, as members of
the S. L. P., desired that if criticism be applied
to this young and active party, it be done In
A magunapimous manuper.

On June 4th, the district was officlally noti-
fled that the General Committee had resolved
to submit the suspension and reorganization
of the Thirty-second Assembly District to a
general vote together' with an explanatory
statement by the sald district.

And as the Thirty-second Assembly District
makes moderate use of this, we would, en
passant, and as an {llustration, call to the
attention of the party members, thet we have
already been officlally expelled, or dissolved.
by the Executive Committee and distranchised
in this vote, and that on June bth and 6th,
a call of the organizer appesfed in the ‘‘Volks-
geltung,” decreeing the reorganization of the
Thirty-second Assembly District.

Pay attention, comrades: While or even be-
fore the agtion of the Thirty-second Assembly
District is submitted to you for examination
and decision, the Executive Committee exe-
cutes the final verdict. According to all con-
ceptions of justiceshitherto in vogue, the case
in question must remain in status quo--i. e.,
in ite former condition—until the general vote
~—the jury—have decided. - With the mineuvers
accomplished by the Executive Committee, one
involutarily thinks of the absolute state with
the beautiful motto: Sic volo, sic jubeo (Thus
I will it, thus I order).

May the party members pass a cool and °

unblased judgment upon the standpolut taken
by the Thirty-second Assembly District in the
best understanding of loyalty to the constitu-
tion and the principle of solidarity.

With Soclalist “greeting,

THE THIRTY-SHCOND ASSEMBLY
DISTRICT.

As the comrades will perceive, the District
repeats {ts previous contention that it has a
right to defy decisions of the General Com-
mittee, if—according to the District's opinion
~—they are unconstitutional. At the same time
the District complains that it does not know
what the constitution is. In its ignorance it
might claim anything to be unconstitutional
that it may dislike. The District assumes,
f. i, that the election of officers by the Gen-
eral Committee is unconstitutional; according
to its contention, it therefore has a right to
ignore the Organizer and the Executive Com-
mittes as not rightfully elected and to dis-
regard every action they take. If members were
denjed the right of thus acting on thelr in-
dividusl assumption and interpretation, they
would cording to the Thirty-secend—
“outlawed," ¢

That position is selfevidently absurd, De-
cislons of thé whole séction can only be over-
ruled either by the whole section or by & su-

rior body, which we have in the. National

rd of Appeals.

The point made to the effect that«the by-laws
were not accessible to the Districts is wrong in
fact. After the by-laws had been adopted, they
were published in the party press. Information
about them could also have been ‘obtained
from the General Committee or from the Ex-
ecutive Committee. But the Thirty-second
District apparently preferred its assumption
about the by-laws; it made no effort to fnform
itself about them.

The other matters -contained in the state-
ment of the District are Irrelevant and partly
incorrect. After what we had said before, our
comrades can form their owre judgment.

The last of the openly disloyal Districts is
the Twenty-Third, in regard to which no ac-
tion has been taken. But since attempts are
made to alarm the party members over the
great that would be involved in taking
action* t these fosubordinate sub-divi-
sions, we might state one fact. The majority
of the Twenty-third has sought to procure the
withdrawal of the District from the party.
This g!ln was, ‘however, abandoned for the
time being and instead a club was organ-
ized, to which the property of the District
is graduaily being  transferred. The library
bas already been transfarred, $25 from the
Sl R
g but purposes & DArty.
The District has been ordered by the General

s;wmumw rmuri:;r bl.hll t;l - u?hp?“u-
e party’s property, but the ct
regards the party's authority, y
<The facts here outlined clearly bring out

the character of the tion with which we
have had to deal. They show that it was a
n, the tion of & minor-"
to either actively comply with
of the party or to even pas-
sively accept the same; an itlon de-
termined to do everything in power to-
rty from working ac-
to will, Tt is

to be a miaority with which there can be no
peace ex by the majority bowing to

and abandoning its own policy.

How' shall such & minority be treated?
Shall les li.:nmm on be allowed to

<

Nothing would be gained, because the op-
position has no programme except to prevent
the party from following out its uncompromis-
ing revolutionary policy. Being allled with
the party’s edemies, the trade-union fakirs
and the would-be Socialist political fakirs, the
opposition sclély alms to hinder the party
from attacking these epemies. It has no plan
of action to propuse, unless the purely abstract
preaching of Socialist ideas, to which the party
confined itself during the eighties, can
called & plan of action. At the time when that
course was followed (a time to which the op-
position sometimes polnts as the giorious age
of the party) the party was in a state of inac-
tion amd gave so little promise of progress
that it was looked upon by most of its own
members as & mere preparatory school for the
real Soclalist party of America to be born In
the future. Is any sensible Socialiat anxious
to undo the work done in the Jast eight years
of vigorous attack on all things and all men
standing In our way and to retura to the pre-
vious period of humiiistion?

But while nothing wdéuld be ﬁﬂued by yield-
ing to this minority. much would be lost. The
party would show its incapacity to carry out
any pollcy, its inability to enforce the major-
ity rule.. And such an exhibition would neces-
sarily make It -impossible for the party not
only to maintain any confidence among the
working class at large, but to maintain the
geal and vigor of its own membership. The
conciliation of these disloyal few would cause
many loyal comrades to retire in dlsgust from
active party work, as has already been the
case In every one of the districts which feil
under the sway of the disloyal minority.

If then thé opposition is of such a character
that any ylelding te It canzot be thought of,
is it sensible to give It any encouragement by
a lack of determination to deal with it vigor-
ously? Is It sensible to proceed in a way that
would lead such an element to suppose that
it might succeed in bothering the majority
into submission, If it would only go far enough
and be noisy enough in its policy of bothering?
Is it sensible to permit this bothering to go on
unchecked until It really begins to disturb
the whele membership?

That is certainly not a sensible way of deal-
ing with disleyal tendencles. 1t is on the
contrary to be recognized that such |
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will be least likely to croog Into an organiza-
tion or become harmful whers they have the
least hopé of even the tomperary success of
cauping disturbance and disquiet.

On looking back over the last two years our
comrades must admit that the disloyal ele-
ment in Greater New York has been given too
much chancs for causing disturbance -and dis-
quiet, And that was due firstly to sume of
our local by-laws that are capable of great
abuse, and secondly %o the weakness of some
of our loyal members who hesitated to prevent
such abuse, i

We think the time has now come when the
party must put its foot down upon this weak-
pess that inevitably plays into the hands ef
disturbers.

Internal troubles camnot be prevented, but
their annoying effects can be circumscribed in
the narrowest limits compatible with the rights
of each member.

All considerations of fairness will be satis-
fled if charges of misconduct are juvestigated,
and fter investigation receive one thorough
discussion in the party. After such discussien,
which Is poesible only in the General Commit-
tee, the matter should there be finally de-
cided and ended, as far as the Section {8 con-
cerned.  If that decislon is° mot satisfactory
to the party or parties, against whom it was
rendered, there may be an a al to the Na-
tional Board of Ap Is. THus the Section
will be relieved of all further disturbance, and
the decision of last resort will be looked for-
ward to without the bitterness which is in-
separable from the canvass of all the Branches
for the purpose of a general vote. This. course
{s furthermore the only one which will bring
constitutional questions to an authoritative de-
termination. .

We, therefore, recommend the adoption of a
by-law, to the effect, that in &ll matters of
discipline the decision of the General Com-
mittee, whether ordering suspension or ex-
pulsion, shall be final and remain in ferce,
until reversed by the National Board of Ap-
peals on an appeal taken to the same.

We furthermore think that it is necessary to
protect the Section against the abuse of the
referendum for mere purposes of obstruction.
The present law, which enables three branches
to foree a general vote upon the party, makes
it possible for a very small number of dis-
loyal men to constautly keep in abeyance the
policies and resolutions adopted by the major-
ity. The members will realize the dangers of
that provision, if we remind them of the fact
that moro than thirty of the Branches of Sec-
tion Greater New York average an attendance
&t thelr meetings of less than ten members, 5o
that 15 members, evenly distributed, would cen-
trol three Branches and could-bring to & geti-
eral vote s proposition, which finds no suppert
whatever among the rest of the 1,600 members
of the Section.. The very fact that such & pos-
sibility exists encourages obstructionists. We
think that any demand for referendum should
fequire the support of at least one-fifth of the
Branches of the Section. This minimum, which
at present means 12 Branches, can be secured
for any meritorious proposition.

These are the considerations and recom-
mendations which we have deemed it our duty
to urge .upon the .membership of the Section.
We leave them to its action, trusting that the
course will be adopted which; we are thor-
oughly convinced, !s imperatively demanded
for the welfare of the party. i

The Assembly District orgaalzations, Ward
organizations and Branches sre called upon,
to take a vote upon each of the following
questions and report the vote to the under-
signed organizer not later than July 23rd,
1898, staiing In each case the number of mem-
bers voting'Yes' and-of those voting ‘‘No.”

1.—Shall the suspension of Julius Dolinski
be upheld? P \

2.—Shall the suspension of the Twenty-
fourth Assembly District be upheld?
3.—Shall the suspension of the Thirty-second
Assembly District be upheld?
The City Executive Committes of Section
Greater New York, 8. L. P.
L. ABELSON, Organizer,
64 East 4th street, New York City,

Dated New York, June 20, 1898,

A Call ’

The Sections of the 8. L. P., located
within the territory of Greater New
York, are hereby caled upon to make
nominations for two members of the
National Executive Committee, in place
of Comrades Thomas A. Hickey and

‘Charles G. Teche, who have resigned,

the former because he is constantly on
the road; the latter because he is going
to Europe for several months. Organ-
izers of Sections should submit this
matter to their respective Bections at
the next regular meeting and report the
nominations made to the undersigned
not later than Saturday, July 16, 1898,
after which day the nominations will be
submitted to & vote of the foregoing

Sections. ' i
By order of the National Executive
Committee, S. L. P, g
HENRY KUHN, Secy.
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MﬂMMF“d‘
Unlted States of Ameriea {

The above soclety was foundsd iu the
1884 by worklugmen imbued with the
solidarity and socialist thought. Its ni
strength (at presemt ocomposed of 15§
branches with more than 16,000 male
is rapldly Increasing wmoug workingmen
belleve in the principl the
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MORRIS HILLQUIT,
i Attorney at Law,
820 Broadway, Telephone: 171 F;

H. B. SALISBURY, Atteq

-Office for Consultation (Tuesday to
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Workmen Patronize Your Own

»Down with Slavery*

THE GREATEST REVOLUTIONARY M

EVE! #
Words by Percy B. . Musio
Brounoff. ocomrade
r;xcxu%mam B

) 119 Boeeh St., ¥
©Oopyright held by Bection Yonkers.




	ScanPro 300011412
	ScanPro 300011413
	ScanPro 300011414
	ScanPro 300011415

