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the Ten Hour Law is No
Jade by the S.T. & L.A.

. The criminal proceedings against the

ooklyn Rapid Transit Company for
tion of the Ten Hour law was start-
py the issuance of the following
mons,” which. in a criminal ac-
against a corporation, takes the
‘of & warrant of arrest:

Magistrates’ Court, First District, Sec-
wod Division, City of New York, Borough of
Brookiyn, County of Kings, ss.: In the uame
‘of the Peaple of the State of New York.

oo the Brookiyn Rapld Transit Company,—
*.re hervby summoned to appear before me

s

oR

Court for the Second
n, First District, at 318 Adams streer,
the Borough of Brooklyn, City of New York,

L to answer a charge made against you,
f the information (a copy of which is here-

sttached), of Juseph B, Cooper, for violation
(fubdivision 2 of Section 384 of the Penal

at Brooklyn, City of New York, the
day of August, 1589,
JACOB BRENNER,
City Magistrate.

is the first genulne attempt
mteﬂ the Ten Hour law for street

workers, a law that has been
ot the statute book 'since 1887.
i 12 years this “labor law'' has
betn worse than a dead letter. It has
] a curse to the railroad workers.
Al first it was used as a balt to catch
Jedor votes with for the parties that
are controlled by the rallroad capital-
{sis. Later on the law was used to en-
tice the straet car men into strike move-
‘ments manipulated by the raliroad
miignates themselves for their own

Nursed by Capitalists and Fakirs.

- It has been shown by THE PEOPLE, |
sand {n a subsequent article will be '
‘shown still more clearly, that the two

Brooklyn trolley strikes were brought -
‘abdut in the interest of the trolley
In both cases the Ten
Hoéur law was employed by the labor
rs as un Inducement for striking.
je fakirs argued that by a strike pub-
} attention would be called to the
scandalous manner in which the law
wis violated, and that then the gov-
ernment officials would be compelled
enforce the law, thus helping the

rgely owing to this “labor law,”
pusands of workingmen's families

&J:'t{z?nnnd 1

Both the capitalists and their tools,
the labor fakirs, were careful never to
bring this law to a fair test. If its
worthlessness were once fully estab-
lished, it could not be of any further
e 88 & means of ensnaring the street
car men in the fakirs' and the capital-
ista’ tolls.

The big excitement created by the
strike of 1895 made it necessary to try
& case under the Ten Hour law. Ben-
Junin Norton, the president of the At-
lantic Avenue Railroad Co., was indict- '
od und tried. The capitalist came out
#cot free, of course; but the thing was
done In a way that settled nothing.
The judge did not declare the law in-
‘valid; it was the jury that found in
favor of the ralflroad president. The
District Attorney had made ont a very
poor case. So the law was left in the
same old state of uncertainty, ready to
be used again as a snare for the poor

workers.

The infamous swindling game that
this law has served s well exposed by
the next occasion when its enforcement

A Card for Fakirs.
On August 20, 1897, a committee of

€an) and asked that he proceed against
trolley companies for the enforce-
ment of the Ten Hour law. This visit
Wis & scheme of the K. of L. labor
whose follpwing had dwindled
to a handful, to rope a larger
‘mimber of dues-payers into their or-
Lo on, In order to accomplish
/ €nd, these fakirs had to make out
! they some prestige, and were
‘e to Alo something for the trolley-
/B0 The local press of that time shows
that they munaged this affair to every-
‘Wody's satistaction—that is, everybody's
3 iting the trolleymen's. The Dis-
Attorney, the trolley magnates and
K. 2; L. ‘lelden came forth as
ampions of the workers’

tause. 3

The

press announced that a great
Yiefory had been won for labor. The
v“tﬂct Attorney had taken up the Ten
#our law and btought' the rallroad
panies to “realizing thelir duty.”

8 the companies had seen their
5ty and given thoe best possible guar-
of the future observance of the

. BOW represented on the Board of
S eeiors of the Brooklyn Rapid Tran-
: ﬁlﬂ’. through its director, Seth
ey—District Attorney Backus
that “the companies had already
me 1o prepare a schedule.” What
could be wished than that the
companies allow the Represen-
 Of the Law to prepare the time-
hich was to regulate the hours
of their employees. What an
Plishment for the labor leaders
had brought this about!
tro en, however, found out
#00n that the hopeful prospect held
by the press reports was
than that held out by the
n'hnn it md the l:;.. it
paper. were P
Again,

the fact came out that
Ing was' a fraud. Among
committee who called on |
Jict Attorney were James Pines,

4

now Master Workman of D. A. 75, and

: Daniel McAvoy, one of Johnson's agents

In getting up the last trolley strike.
McAvoy confessed at a meeting heid
in June last, and attendeéd by the writer,
that District Attorney Backus had not
even promised to make an attempt to
enforce the law, but had told the com-
mittee THE'LAW WAS WORTHLESS
AS IT STOOD.

So, there was no victory for labor at
all. There was, on the contrary, a vic-
tory for the railroad companies. The
District Aztﬁrney had declared that the
companies could not be held to the
observance of the Ten Hour law.

Useful to Exploiters.

‘Why did not the railroad corporations
eplxoit this victory? The Brooklyn
Rapid Transit Company can command.
the columus of every Brooklyn paper.
One of its directors is also a director
of the WEugle;"” another director, Wil-
llam C. Bryant, is one of the proprie-
tors of the Brooklyn “Times," one of
its stockholders; Willlam Berri, who
was recently mentioned as a possible
successor to Rossiter as president of the
company, is editor of the ‘“Standard
Union;” and the *“Citizen"” {is closely
identified with the franchise grabbers
of the McLaughlin ring. Why did not
the railroads use these mouthpleces to
crow over the acknowledged abandon-
ment of the disagreeable law by the
prosecuting officer of the county?

The railroad companies could only
gain by allowing Backus, the Republi-
can politician, and Pines, the labor
fakir, to get some credit for having
caused them, the raliroads, to come
forth with a declaration of their good
intentions. The companies were ra-
ther anxlous at the time to appear in a
favoreble light before the public, be-
cause they were then going through
the final negotiations over the contract
making tham a present of the Brook-
lyn Bridge. Besides, the District At-
torney's attitude could not stand the
light of publicity. He had no right to
assume this labor law to be unenforce-
able, and, moreover, his construction
of it was clearly dictated by his partial-
ity for the capitalist point of view. So,
the trolley newspapers, the District At-

| torney and the labor fakirs found their

mutual interests best served by turn-
ing the blow that had been dealt to the
trolleymen’s interests into a *victory
for Labor."”

The immunity thus guaranteed to
the railroads held, however, good only
during the term of office of District At-
torney Backus, That method of getting
around the law made a periodical re-
newal of the guarantee necessary. The

| trolley magnates seem to have con-

sidered thet unsatisfactory, and they
8t m,nx..m.rm..o:. the law alto-
gether. And this attempt is another
remarkable episode in the histore of
this law,

Capitalists and Politiclans Conspire.

The Brooklyn Rapid Transit Com-
pany manufactured a case against it-
self, A trolleyman was sent to the
District Attorney to make the com-
plaint. The Public Prosecutor took the
case up although he knew that it had
been purposely concocted or selected
because it made a decision favorable
to the rallroad interests a practical
certainty. The Grand Jury found an in-
dictment, after President Rossiter had
appeared before it. He had secured
AN INDICTMENT AGAINST HIM-
SELF. Mr. Marean, the Democratic
successor of Backus, was the man who
thus allowed the District Attorney's
office to be prostituted for a scheme
to kill off & labor law. The case was
afterwards dropped, probably because
Marean became a candidate for the
higher dignity of a place on the Su-
preme Court bench,

. There was no word of protest heard
against this scheme from the fakir
:;aden of the trolleymen’s organiza-
on.

When the recent strike was being
“worked up,” and while it was in pro-
gress, the Ten Hour law was again
used for the swindling purposes of the
labor fakirs. Reports were published
of the great things that were being
done to get the law enforced. The fakir
leaders of the strike got other trade
unfon fakirs to send letters to the
Mayor. The Mayor sent letters to the
District Attorneys of the counties em-
braced in Greater New York. The Dis-
trict Attorneys wrote that they were
resolved to enforce the law. The labor
fakirs announced that they had numer-
ous complaints, and were laying them
before the District Attorneys. One of
these fakirs claimed to have sent forty
complaints to the District Attorney of
King's County. There seemed to be
enormous activity, and the trolleymen
were led to expect great things.

But nothing happened. Not a single
proceeding was started.

5. T. & L. A. to the Front,

Then the Socialist Trade & Labor
Alliance decided to act and put an end
to the swindle by forcing a test case,
which would clearly show whether the
enforcement of the law was possibie or
not. :

One of the members of the Wendell
Phillip Association, an Alliance of
Brooklyn trolleymen, was caused to lay
a definite complaint before the District
Attorney of King's County., When
Comrade Joseph B. Cooper, together
with a representative of the Géneral Ex-
ecutive Board of the Alllance, called at
the District Altorney’s omce, they
found that NONE OF THE LABOR FA-
KIRS HAD EVEN BEEN HEARD
FROM, THAT NOT A SINGLE COM-
PLAINT HAD BEEN SUBMITTED. It
it had depended on the labor fakirs, the
authorities would have had an easy
excuse for doing nothing.

The District Attorney was made to
understand that he was now confront-
ed with a determined effort to bring the
law to a test. The result was that a
criminal proceeding was fustituted. The
contest about the law will now be fought
to a finish. It will be demonstrated
what there is in this labor law.

APITALIST RASCALITY

Former Senator Peffer Admits Rimself To Pe One of the
Cleverest Rascals That Capitalism Has Produced.

For Ten Years He Has Posed as a Friend Of, the Working Clase, and Probably
Sacceeded In Switching ~ome of Them into the Populist Party—He Now
Admits That He Has Always Been a Republican, But Felt It His Duty te
Dupe the Working Class, and Thus Attempt to Postpone the Noclalist

Revolation.

Politics is that branch of civil govern-
ment that treats of the administration
of public affairs,

A political’ organization {s an organ-
ization whose object is to get control
of the machinery of governbem. in or-
der that the members of that organiza-
tion ‘may put into law the ideas the
organization holds. a

Thus, the Republican party is a poli-
ticul organization which secks to get
control of the machinery of govern-
ment in order that that machinery may
be used in the interests of the capitalist
clags and its parasites.

The Democratic party is a political
organization which seeks to get control
of the machinery of governmert in or-
der that that machinery may be used
in the interest of the small farmer, the
smull manufacturer, and all other per-
sons doing business on a small scale.

The Populist party is a political or-
ganization which seeks to get control
of the machinery of government for
substantially the same purpose as does
the Democratic party, for at the last
national Democratic convention the
Democratic party swallowed the better
part of the Populist platform, and the
Populist Party swallowed the betier
part of the Democratic national ticket.

And the Soclalist Labor Party is a po-
litical organization which seeks to get
conirol of the machinery of government
in order that that machinery may be
run and all the powers of government
used to support and advance the interest
of the working class,

Socialist Labor Party.

But the Socialist Labor Party has
other reasons for its exlstence. The
Socialist sees that the present capital-
st system of production is the direct
cause of the Inordinate wealth and
{Lq;ml luxury of the capitalist class

Yts pirasités, on the one hand, hnd '

that it {s likewise the direct cause of
the abject poverty and pitiful destitu-
tion of nine-tenths of the working class,
on the other hand. And, furthermore,
the Socialist proves that the cure for
these evils will be found in the Soclal-
ist system of production, by which is
meant a system of production under
which the means of production shall
be owned by all the people, and under
which every able-bodied man shall do
his equitable share of the labor neces-
sary to feed, clothe, and educate all the
people.

The Socialist Labor Party is the poli-
tical organization whose members are
doing all they can to bring about such
a social revolution that the Socialist
system of production shall be in opera-
tion instead of the capitalist system of
production. Naturally, then, the work
of the Soclalist Labor Party groups it-
self around three centers:

The Work of the Party.

1. It Is its business to show the work-
ing class and all other honest citizens
that the Republican and Democratic
parties use the machinery of govern-
ment to oppress the working class. This
proposition is preven by Homestead,
Hazleton, and Wardner, as well as by
innumerable decisions of State Supreme
Courts and the United States Supreme
Court, declaring so-called “labor laws"”
unconstitutional. :

2. It is its business to show the work-
ing class and all other honest citizens
that with its present numerical major-
ity In every city and in every State in
the Union, the working class can, by
acting as a class-conscious body, get
control of the machinery of govern-
ment, and then use that machinery of
government to protect themselves from
the murderous assaults of the capitalist
class, The first part of this proposi-
tion Is proven by the census reports of
the United States, and by the Socialist
Almanac, published by the National
Executive Committee of the Socialist
Labor Party. The second part of the
proposition is proven by a recent strike
in the coal mines at Carmaux, France,
where a Socialist Mayor ordered out
the reserve police force to help the
strikers win the strike.

3. It is its business to show the work-
ing class and all other honest. citizens
that the Socialist system of production
and government will be a great im-
provement on the capitalist system of
production and government. That is,
it will be a great improvement for the
working class; for, as some writer has
seid, by the change from the capital-
ist system of production and goverm-
ment the capitalist class kas everything
to lose and nothing to gain, while the
working class has everything to galn
and nothing to lose. This proposition
is proven every week in the columns of
the papers published under the control
of the Socialist Labor Party.

Mission of Socialist Papers.

Ordinarily, Soclslist papers spend
their energies in demonstrating the

truth of®he foregoing propositions. But ;

occasions arise when it seems mneces-'
Sury to use the Party papers for a full
discussion of matters pertaining to the
Party organization. As timte progresses,
& slight weakness may manifost itself
in some portion of the machinery of
the Party, and, inasmuch as the Party
fa the polt orzanization whose mis-

N
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sion is to bring about the Social Revo-
lution, the machinery has to be slowed
up until the mechanism can be exam-
ined. Of late such an occasion has
ccme to the Bocialist Labor Party. The
publishing association that for years
had held the trust of publishing the
Party papers deliberately conspired to
wreck the Party because, fo:sooth, the
members of the Party refused their
adherence to certain tactics of the pub-
lishing association. The conspiracy
was capped by the publishing associa-
tion stealing the Party papers, and
using them as a weapon to attack the
Party. 'I:helr ability to get well started
on, their'pirate cruise before the offi-
cl of the Party couid overtake them
indicated that something was wrong
with the Party machinery, that a cog
was broken here or a lever misplaced
there, and a little time was required to
eximine the mechanism and replace the
damaged parts.

During this brief period the current
of capitalist events flowed swiftly on;
and many of these events, while too
important to be entirely ignored, have
necessarily been overlooked for the
time being. One of the most imporiant
occurred in - Kansas, where ex-Senator
Peffer (famous for his whiskers) left
the Populist Party and went back to
the home of his birth--the Republican

party,
Genesis of Peffer.

Peffer was United States Senator
from Kansas from 1891 to 1897. For
three years before his election he was
the Populist leader of the West, and
after his defeat for re-election, he was
the mouthpiece of Western Populism.
S0 for ten years Peffer has been more
or less a leader in the Populist party.
But now he has left the organization,
al thereby hangs a tale of especial

rest to the working class, and of
than especlal interest to the So-

¢ 7" This “intérest does not Ile in
the fact that Peffer has joined the Re-
publican party; for with the decay of
Populism, he had to go somewhere.
Had he joined the Democratic party,
there would have been no especial in-
terest to the working class in that ac-
tion, for on every issue that concerns
the working class the Republican party
and the Democratic party are identi-

cal.

No, To the working class and the
Socialist the interest in Peffer’s flop
lies in the fact that in glving his rea-
sons for deserting the sinking barge of
populism he shows that he has not
‘only reached the pinnacle of perfection
as & political charlatan, but that he is
a double-faced viiiain in general, and a
natural born enemy of the working
class in particular.

And now for a few of the detalils.

Peffler as a Friend of Labor.

For two or three years prior to his
election Peffer had given expression to
a good deal of meaningless middle class
radicalism, and had thrown the bait
of sophistry to the debt-ridden farmers
and poverty-stricken laborers. Unfor-
tunately for us proletarians, we have re-
lied 80 long and so confidingly en the
bhonesty and fidelity of every politiclan
favored with the gift of gab that until
recently we'have not deemed it neces-
gsary to examine closely the panaceas
held out to us by political parties out
for the spoils of office; so when the
Populists came with their great pro-
fessions we did not think it proper to
question their sincerity, falling back,
perhaps, on the adage that if a man
claims to be your friend he is your
friend until you detect him doing seme-
thing to injure you. True, a few of the
Eastern Socialists cried aloud that we
were being led into pitfalls; but the

‘Soclalist Labor Party was hardly

known in the Western States in those
days, and to the beat of the drum and
the note of the fife, we flocked to the
sharbles of populism.

From the day Peffer entered the Sen-
ate he posed as a representative of the
laboring class, and many times referred
to the “millions of toilers” for whom he
acted as spokesman. This attitude of
his was, however, au attitude peculiar
to his career after he got out of Kansas
and entered the national arema. In
Kansas the principal occupation is
farming, and the industrial population,
the working class proper, is so small
that it cuts but a small figure in Kan-
sas elections unless the vote happens to
be very close. When, however, the
Populist Party became imbued with the
desire of seeing a Populist in the White
House, its members realized that the
Kansas farmer was not the only pebble
on the beach, and their politicians were
given the cue to throw the bait to the
working class. And most skillfully did
Peffer throw the bait.

Rarely did he speak without referring
in lugubrious tones to the woes of the
oppressed, and rarely did he close a
speech without a touching peroration
expressive of sympathy for the down-
trodden. Did the mortgaged members
of a Farmers' Alliance wish & bill in-
troduced for the establisbment of gov-
ernment warehouses for their grain, it

was Peffer who introduced the bill. Did_

the Knights of Labor want any legisla-
tion, it was Peffer who acted as their
spokesman, M‘Snpnel GOI!DO;II“

the “pure and simple” unions want to
get themselves into print by begging
for the passage of a fow remedial laws,
it ‘was Peffer who presented the peti-
tion. And during all of this masquer-
ading, he wore a cloak of bypocrisy as
dark as the darkness of the bottom-
less pit.
Pefler an a Sophist.

In about the first speech that Peffer
made in the Senate, he went into the
evolution of manufacture from the days
of homespun to the modern factory. He
treated this evolution as it affected the
small farmer and the artisan, and
showed by his own words that he was

“as familiar as the Socialist with the fact

that the capitalist system of production
has\ wrested from the producers the
tools'af production, and left them at
the mércy of the capitalist class, He
showed by his own words that he was
as familiar as is the Socfalist with all
the curse of capitalism.- He showed by
his own words that he was as familiar
as i8 the Soclalist with the fact that as
long as the capitalist system of produc-
tion lasts the working class will be
ground down into the mire, And he
also showed that he was famillar with
the Socialist conception of the Socialist
Republic, All this knowjledge he pos-
sessed; and with the light of that knowl-
edge to guide him, his career in the
Senate and out of it should irrevocably
d2mn him and his in the eyes of the
working class,

The Socialist can and does pity ig-
norance. The Soclalist can and does
condone the mistakes of ignorance. But
when knowledge, whose true mission is
to blaze the way for universel emanci-
pation, when knowledge makes itself
the purveyor of sophistry for the pur-
pose of perpetuating capitalist rule and
capitalist tyranny, that knowledge be-
comes a crime, and those who possess
it and thus use it will be the first
criminals that ths conquering hosts of
the Soclalist Revolution will have to
settle with.

Peffer and Profit.

In the winter of 1892 Populist schemes
for ameliorating the conditions of mid-
dle class farmers, small manufacturers,
laborers, and everybody else that cap-
italism is knocking in the neck, were
prevalent in Washington. The schemes
were varied as the human [magination
could make them, but all of them were
tinged ‘with the idea that prosperity
could be realized by tinkering with tha
money of the country. Among the
schemes was a bill authorizing the gov-
ernment to {ssue a large amount of
money, which money was to be loaned
by the class in possession of the ma-
chinery of government to those citl-
zens who had real estate or other un-

incumbered  proper

1692, Peffer addressed the Henate in
favor -of the bill, and befors he had
talked many syllables he sentenced,
hung, and quartered the “denizens of
Wall Street’ who, as he claimed, were
leading lives of luxury out of the “pro-
fit” that they were able to wring from
the sweat of the working class. From
an exordfum of such intensity ane would
surmise that this effort to deprive the
“denizens of Wall Street” of some of
their power to wring the sweat of the
proletariat, one would surmise that Pef-
fer would evolve some scheme unorna-
mented with the tag of profit. But from
his explanation of the workings of the
bill under consideration it would ap-
pear that Peffer was not so terribly

opposed to profit as his words implied,

but that the reason for the tremble in
his voice was to be found in the fact
tkat In the early part of the present de-
cade capitalism in farming was progres-
sing so rapidly that the majority of
the small farmers of the West couldn't
get a chance to wring any sweat except
their own, and that sweat they had to
wring or starve; while the “denizens of
Wall Street” were not only sp situated
as to be relieved from the disagreeable
task of wringing their own sweat, but
were further favored with the ability to
hire some one to wring the sweat of
the working class.
Peffer and the Money Question,

The keynote to Peffer's speech was
that prosperity would come to every one
if the money supply were increased.
(Let it be here said that Socialist rea-
soning is capable of showing that money
has but very little to do with the needs
df the working class. In a future article
the question wijl be taken up in detall,
the purpose of this article being to
puncture Pefferism along other lines.)
And the scheme of Peffer was in brief
this:

Have the farmers get control of the
machinery of government. In that ma-
chinery of government will be found a
mint and a bureau of printing and en-
graving, and other institutions for the
manufacture of money; then p
to hire some of the working class to
make the money. This process will
increase the money supply.

But Peffer had sense enough to know
that the money must be got into circu-
lation, and he outlined the plan as fol-
lows:

““Let it be understood, however, that it is
mot only more money that is demanded. Two
other things must be done as well. First, the
money must be put in circulation: and second,
{t must be kept there. These thllg.:ul be
brought about in two ways. (1) the

¥
money, with reasonable limitations, to meedy *

e i soauie (e teka ot lntavest o
that it will be helow rather than above the
average profits ‘on labor when employed in
farming and other imdustrial pursuits.’

“Needy persons offering good secu-
rity.” Security is property, and loan-
securing property is principally real es-
tate. The working class, hcwever, are
not the owners, elther individually or
collectively, of enough real estate to
cut much of a figure as money bor-
rowers.’

And then we are given the,choicest
gem of Pefferism extant:

“Reduce the rate of interest so that it will
be below rather than abovas the aversge profits
on labor when employed in farming and other
industrial pursuits.”

After having denounced with all the
vehemence his whiskers conld muster,
; (Continued on page 3.)

MCHER,

Call From State Committes
for Agitation Funds,

COMRADES: The next State election, *
which will also be the National election,
will be held in the fall of 1900. At
that election the S. L. P. gust show
that its growth is not a thing of the
past, but that it is just beginning to gain
the power to publicly command reéogni«
tion from the foe. Michigan must do
her share towards this. In the past we
were elther ignored, or we were looked
upon as easily obtainable, providing
some remuneration was offered to the
Party's officers, Even capitalist poli-
ticians sometimes tried to laugh at the
S. L. P, or they ridiculed those that be-
longed to it and worked for it, while
others expected that the Socialist Labor
Party was mainly composed of the same
elements that the old opportunistic so-
called iabor parties had been composed
of. At that time even many of the
“nocialists, too,” found it easier to sing
(and enjoy themselves) for. soclalism
than to oppose an invincible (?) foe(?)
like the Republican capitalist Pingree,
who was, claimed they, A BETTER
%.}l; THAN ANY OF OUR SOUIAL-

Of course, the “business element'
those who don't want to lose customers,
and belong to every society for busi-
ness’ sake, they as well as the ‘‘pleasure
socialists” were too ready to jump on
the band wagon of apostatical leaders. _

But that so few of the Party have
fallen off {s due to the clearness of vision
of the active rank and flle on the aims
and purpose of the Soclalist Labor
Party.

For the benefit of newer comrades, it
is best that some of the past occurrences
in the S. L. P, and some of our past ex-
perience, also the record of a few “toler-
ant Socialists” be here related.

Class consclous political action was
scorned at first by the secret and open
opponents of the S. L. P,, who were
“Socialists, too.”” Even those of them
who were inside of the Party wanted
tolerance. They demanded that all
kinds of isms be allowed to be repre-
sented in the different Soclalistic so-
cleties. They wanted to recognize all
kinda of freak reform and atheist 80- -
cleties as coming our way, or as “Bo-
cialists, too,” and we should recogunize
their organs and support them. Pure
and simple unions and thelr papers wers
not excepted from this rule. To oppose
this or to attack any »f them for their
nongense, or to attack any of those so-
cleties for harboring capitalist political
schemers would cause these secret en-
emies of the S, L. P.“to shout about
“personalities,” “bossism,” *“czarism,”
“tyranny,” etc., etc.

Most of them bothered us very little
in the Section around election time, so
little indeed that a former organizer of
Section Detroit, Wm. Schneck, wrote to
THE PEOPLE some time in 1896 that
the work of the campaign had been done
by hardly half a dozen men. But whea
there was talk of going into, the cam-
paign before election, them we could
hear of them. Several times it was only
after warm discussions and debates
that we succeeded in getting a majority
that favored going Into the campaign.
Yes, in 1896 the State and National
tickets were omitted from the ballot
in all of the counties of Michigan, ex~
cepting Wayne County, and our officers
of the State Committee were to blame,
but it was presumably a mistake.

The opposition we encountered in the
section, and especially of one of the old
officers of the State Committes, when,
the year after, we wanted to get the
ticket on the official ballot, pointy te
whether or not it was a mistake,

At one time the argument would be
used by the present ‘opponents of the
8: L. P. that they preferred te abstain
from going Into the campaign because
our vote would be so small if we should
put up a ticket now; at another time
they would favor the nomination of &
ticket only during the fall election. The
argument was even used that if we
should nominate a ticket no agitation
for it should be done, beciiise it was mo
important election! ! ! | 4

Yes, some of them have been “Social-
ists, too,” for twenty and
but they never yet during that time
ported the B. L. P. LiCket fully, It
for instance, a conspicuons fact that,
in the distriets in which our leading
self-termed twenty and thirty-year So-

for our ticket. g

Yes, if anybody asks whaut those self-
termed twenty and thirty-year Social-
ists have accomplished for Socialism
he is told by those who know a thing or
two about it that they did sing, that
they did hold a festival once in & while,
that some of their men became

capltal-
« ist politicians, that they did fall out and

zations,and that when they
near breaking up on account
quarrels and fights.

Of course, they are right with v
gree now; the intolerant §. L. P. can-
pot now fice them out any more for
supporting something thal comes our .
way. Yes, it was awful, that st the time '
when Pingree was not yet known as the -
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SOCIALIST VOTE IN THE
UNITED STATES.

In 1888 (Presidential)......... .. 2,088
To 3800, .. cisiaiennsanensss 18,881
In 1842 (Presidential) ........... 21,157
In 1884....oc-cnvcacnree e e 83,138
In 1896 (Presidential)....... ....86,064

In 1898 . ........ 820

Ab, the key of our life, that pasees all

wards, opens all looks,
Is not / will, but | must. | must,—|
must,— it
sl CLOUGH.

The Party continues holding the fort
agsinst Dick Croker's and Pat Keenan's
Tammany Hall, their Judges, and, of
course, their Volkszeitung" Publishing
Association collection of tax-paying
saloon-keepers, small traders, usurious
money-lenders, sick-and-death benefit
stiffs, and, hast but not least, obscene
Labor Fakir Bridage.

THE PEOPLE'S name remains
nailed at the mast-head, fiuttering de-
fiant, a challenge to_the fray.

But its presence there implies a com-
bat that has been continuous and in-
tense, & running fire during these last
days that has been unremitting, a strug-
gle that goes deeper and reaches fur-
ther than to many may appear on the
surface.

‘What the struggle implies may be
gathered in broad outlines from Henry
Austin’s erticle—"The Soclalistic Thorn
in Temmany’s Side”—in the “Indepen-
dent” for August, and reproduced else-
where on this page.

Barring one error of importance, the
article is true. The opinion that the
growth of the Soclalist Labor Party
vote in the Sixteenth Assembly Dis-
trict of this city was due to the moving
of Socialists Into the district is false.
So far from there being an immigra-
tion of Socialists into the district, there
is a perceptible migration of them from .
the district towards up-town. The
growth of the 8. L. P. vote there was
the result of an active agitation, that
converted large numbers of working-
men;—hence the trepldation of “States-
man Keenan,” and the broadening area
of the ripple that gradually took in all
kindred elements, until it finally came
to & head on the memorable midnight
of last July 10th.

With that single exception of impor-
tance, the article is remarkable. The
array of facts (all of which will, as a
matter of course, deserve the namec of
“Billingsgate” from those whoat they
hit or who feel hit), establishes a chain
of evidence that cannot be broken
through; and, above all, its appearance
in a magazine of such rational stand-
ing as the “Independent” indicates, not
only the interest that the Little Giant
8. L. P, is awakening in the country
among the thinking portion of the com-
munity, but also the fact that the S. L.
P. Is now recognized by the practical
politicians as a powerful factor in the
political field, bespeaking all their ef-
forts to save their necks,

The historic sketch, presented by the
“Independent,” comes at an opportune
moment. It serves as background to,

. and {lluminator of, the specialized bat-
tle that the Party has in these last days
been engaged in with Croker's judges,
behind whom the “Volkszeitung” Pub-
lishing Association have fled for refuge
and help, y

Last week's PEOPLE ntated how one
Croker Judge, Fitzgerald by name, vio-
lated the law by issuing an order be-
yond the time limit prescribed by the
Code, and how, by the very phrasing of

_his autograph order, the fact was be-
trayed that he had gathered his in-
spiration, not from the papers in the
case submitted to him, as was his aworn
duty, but from OTHER SOURCES.
Still more facts have been cumulating
during the week which has just elapsed:

Another Croker Judge, Bookstaver by
name, grants the Party a stay against
Fitsgerald's order, on the ground of its
obyious illegality—and then, overnight,
of his own motion, not at the Court
House (where then? Upon what sub-
sequent luspiration?) VACATES HIS
OWN ORDER!

Finally, a third Croker Judge,
Bischoff by name, turns up on Satur-
- day, the 2nd instant at the Court House,
NOTWITHSTANDING HIS TERM
WAS NOT ON, bandy to accept the
“Volkazeitung” Publishing Assecia-
tion’s bondsmen, a bond being needed
for the injunction order granted to the
Association, in order to hold the de-
® fendant—the Party—'safe against pos-

sible injury!”

 Bvidently the far and deep-reaching

Conspiracy is desperate; evidently it

attaches supreme importance to the cap-
ture, for its exclusive private use, of
the name of the Party's Organ. Its
desperation on this score only photo-

graphs its stupidity =il the more glar- '
, under the unfavorable conditions under
~ which the outbreaks of class antagon-

ingly. IT may, but the PARTY or its
organ does not, depend for its life
upon & name or & symbol; IT may be,
but the PARTY s not, a fetich-worship-
er. Even should the Party’s Organ lose
its present name—a wholly unlikely
thing, yet possible as a passing incident
in the tussle—what of it? Many a time,
if not oft, have the colors of an army
been plifered away, and yet the pil-
ferers were routed, .horse, foot and
dragoons. So would it be now.

were given a demonstration, showing

. that the consclousness of that struggle,

+

In the meantime, by the light of the i
gathering facts; by the sight of the

lines of the foe, emerging from the
dust raised by the tramp of the con-
tending forces;—how pitiable, how pu-
sillanimous does not the cry sound of
“Peace!” “Peace!” “Harmony!" that
one hears rising from certain quarters!
How completely does not the cry betray
the utter misappreciation of the situa-
tion by those who are uttering it!
How instructive is not the situation at
all points!

Every fiber tingling with joy at the
logical maturing of conditions that so
sharply dnﬁr the lines of the class
struggle in -America; every fiber ting-
ling with delight at the homage paid to
the principles, tactics and conduct of
the 8. L. P. by its being thus singled

out for such an attack; every fiber ting- ,

ling with exhilaration at the flerceness
of the close-quarters fray,—the Party
gpurns the cry of “Peace!” or “Har-
mony!"

What, “Harmony,” “Peace” with the
capitallst foe, together with its present
rabble-rout appendage, of which Cro-
ker-Keenan is the head of the column!

Never!

Fall to, ye stalwarts, all along the
Iine! 5

2 BTRIKING LESSON IN CLASS
CONSOIOUSNESS.

The longshoremen who were working
for Huntington’s Old Dominion Steam-
ship Company received some object les-
sons in the class struggle recently.

The relations of this corporation with
its employees had been an idyl of har-
mony for quite a time, Longshoremen
looked upon the corporation as a be-
nevolent institution. The “Sun” tells
us that “the old Dominion Line is one
which the longshoremen liked to work
for. The company gave $5 for every §1
raised by its employees for their sick
benefit fund, and every Christmas they
were remembered.”

S0 things went along happily, until
the men made a demand for higher
wages. And even then the interruption
of good feelings was but momentary.
The company was so situated that it
had to be benevolent once more. The
men felt strengthened in their disregard
of the class struggle., They did not be-
lieve the doctrine of the antagonism
between Capital and Labor applied to
their case. They did not think that
their “benevolent” employers had any
hostile Interests or intentions.

They were rudely awakened from
thelr {lluslons on last Thursday, August
25th. On the morning of that day the
0ld Dominion Steamship Company told
the longshoremen that “they were get-
ting more than their share,” and had to
come down to the wages paid before the
ralse of July 13th. When the men re-
fused to “harmonize’ with the company
on such a basis an excursion boat hove
in sight, crowded with 500 unemployed,
who had been hired and brought within
hailing distance before the reduction
was announced to the men. i

The longshoremen then realized that
thelr employers had ever since July 13th
been planning this treacherous attack.
They learned that the interests of Capi-
talists are ever bent on making inroads
on the interests of Labor, and that thus
any harmony is made impossible uniess
on the basis of Labor's abject submis-
slon.

On that Thursday morging the long-
shoremen learned another thing in con-
nection with the class struggle. If the
500 men who were brought to the Old
Dominion deck on the excursion boat
had done the bidding of the capitalists
the strike would have ended In Instan-
taneous defeat. But, to the surprise of
the strikers and the disgust of the com-
pany’s officlals, all the ship-load of
work-seekers spurned the chance
offered them of ending their own misery
and MARCHED OUT INTO THE
STREET, Aling contemptuously past
the scab agents who had hired them,

‘What had happened? There chanced
to be among the intended scabs one man
who bad gone through the school of the
Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance.
This man, Comrade Loper, of the Wen-
dell Phillipps Association of Trolley-
men (L. A. 354, B. T: & L. A)), was en-
gaged, like all the rest, through a mis-
leading advertisement in the “Journal.”
He managed to find out what the 500
men had been hired for, and then asked
them in the name of the solidarity of
Labor not to assist in crushing their
brethren. With him consciousness of
the class struggle had made solidari
an active principle. :

The Alliance-inspired class-conscious-
mess of Comrade Loper saved the long-
shoremen from immediate defeat. Thus
after baving seen that the class-strug-

&le iy not & theory but a cruel fact, they

LoAst

the class-conscious preparation for it
on the part of the workers, is not idle
philosophy, but an effective force—even

ism are now taking place.

POLITICAL and ECONOMIC.

Commenting upon the recent sacking
of a church in Paris by a mob that was
evidently egged on by the capitalist

i clericals, so as to influence adversely

the trial of Dreyfus, the Dublin, Ire-
land, “Workers’ Republic” makes these
expert observations:

On Monday last the Dublin papers made a
vigorous effort to increase their circulation by
flaring placards anpouncing that a ‘“‘Dreadful
Sacrilege’”” had been committed in Paris, and
of course by the Socialists.

It was bound to be by the Soclalists,

When & man in any part of the werld dis-
tingulishes himself fuvorably the 1in papers
discover him to be an Irishman.

When a political crime is anywhere per-
petrate the Dublin papers discover the per-
petrators to be Soclalists.

This rule never fails. It pleases the capital-
ist newspaper proprietors, saves the trouble of
trying to find out the truth and is easy—as easy
as Iving.

The dresdful sacrilege was afterwards de-
nled, and stated to amount to nothing more
than the stealing of & few pleces of furniture
fn order to improvise weapons for a street riot.

But there were no flaring placards, announc-
fng the deniai.

Apropos of the subject of sacrilege 1t s
warthy of note that all the Home-Rule-Unlon-
pers are supporting the Americans in the

¢ Philippines despite the fact that the Americans

habituaily use the Cathollic chapels at the seat
of war as barrack-roums for their soldlers.

The men even hanging the accoutrements
upon the high altar while cleaning them.

Yet there 18 no talk of sacrilege., bl

But 1f & mob of Soclallst workingmen were
to do the like.

Ah, then you would hear eccleslastic music.

As t.e campaign approaches, the sev-
eral capitalist papers begin to intro-
duce amendments to their dogma that
a Labor Party, i. e., the setting up of
Labor candldates, 1s class legislation,
therefore, bad, un-American, and sun-
dry other detestabie things. As the
campaign approaches, this dogma suf-
fers modifications. According ns the
aspirations may be of this particular pet.
that each several paper cultivates, this
or that office is exempted from the rule.
Thus we now have the Brooklyn Murat
Halstead “Standard Unlon"” introduce
its amendments, It argues that it Is
class ! legislation for workingmen to
nominate anything except one thing.
It says:

But workingmen could, even as workingmen,
very properly lead {n a movemwent on the chief
stronghold of the bosses. A boss without an
obedlont District At:orney i & boss rhorn ot
more than half his power. It might be vers

roper to have & workingman's candidate for

istrict Adtorney. To s=upport such a man
would not be tha same as attempting to selze
the Government on behalf of a class in the
community to the end that laws might be made
for the benefit of that class,

It matters little who the particular
personal pet may be of Murat Halstead
and his “Standard Union.” It {s im-
portant, however, to notice both the In-
tellectunl and moral calibre of these
capitalist editors, y

Here we have one with a reputatiod:

for vast knowledge, great Intelligence
and proportional rectitude advarncing
a theory which, if he belleves in it,
marks him a dunderhead, and which,
if he I8 clever enough to see through,
marks him a cheat.

A boss without an obedient District
Attorney Is a boss shorn of more than
half his power,” says the “Standard
Union,” and would have Labor elect
a candidate for that office only, such
conduct not belng “class leglslation.”
Pray what good would a Labor District
Attorney do without a Labor Governor,
who could remove the District Attaruey
at any time?

If the “Standard Union” really real-
izes that Labor must protect itself
against the capitalist class by means of
public power, then to suggest that Labor
leave the roal power in the capitalist's
hands, and content {tself with a pre-
carious subordinate place like that of
District Atforney, is to practise fraud
on the workingmen voters.

If the “Standard Union” does not
know that the Governor has the Dis-
trict Attorney in the hollow of his
hand, then the ‘“Standard Union" is
ignorant.

Which of the two, Murat Halstead
thou wondrous product of American
capitalist politica?

We pause for a reply.

Taxation!!!

The earnest atiention of Soclallsts is
called to ths article on “Taxation,” by
LUCIEN SANIAL, in Supplement No.
3 to the “Scclalist Almanac."—Price, 5
cents,

Every agltator for the S, L. P., every
Comrade and every student of econom-
ics should be in possession of this valu-
able little treatise, They should read
it carefully ind spread it widely among
wage-worke:s; for it is aiready now
quite apparent that the mext political
campaign will largely be turned by the
capitalist politicians into “taxation”
campaigns, the same as recent ones
were mainly “money” campaigns.

Moreover, it derives special interest
at this time from the fact that the
present confiict between the uncom-
promising Revolutionary Soclalists and
the treacherous Tax-Paying Kangaroo
element, which lately conspired, but
{gnominiously failed, to capture the
S. L. P, was chiefly precipitated by
the middle class attitude of the “Volks-
seitung” upin the subject of Taxation.

Send your orders to THE LABOR
NEWS CO., 147 E. 323rd St, or to
HENRY %1& National Secretary

" kman Bt, Box 15
N. Y. City, ! »

-

'l'h, English translation of Karl
Marx's “Eighteenth Brumaire” that
some time ajo ran through THE PEO-
PLE, is now to be had bound in an ele-
gant volume of 78 pages, with Marx's
picture as frontispiece. No Bicialist
even though he be no student, and no
student, even though he be no
can aord to be without it. Apply, La~
bor News Co., 147 E. 23rd st.,

City. Price, o5 cents.

THE SOCIALISTIC THORN IN
TAMMANY'S SIDE.

BY HENRY AUSTIN.
(N. Y. “Independedt” for August.)

While in our colleges and churches
there has been for some years a notice-
able amount of soclalistic sentiment,
socialism as a practical factor in poli-
tics has hitherto cut but little figure—
compared with European countries, so
little as to be almost a negligible guan-
tity. Now, however, we are confronted
with a set of facts that call for the most
serfous, conservative consideration.

First, and most startling of these—
the Soclalist Labor Party apparently
holds the balance of power in the rich-
est most conservative commonwealth
of this Union, the Empire State. We
say apparently, but the more one stud-
ies the conditions the more one is
u;mpwd to substitute the adverb actu-
ally.

Here is a brief presentment of its
political history, which most of our
drily papers, for some unguessable rea-
son, have been persistently blinking,
ever since the apostles of Karl Marx
began their open propaganda.

The Socialist Labor Party entered the
fleld in this State in 1890, and polled at
birth the requisite percentage to en-
title it to a place on the official ballot
as a regular political organization. Its
first cast was exactly 13,313 votes. From
year to year it has slowly, but marked-
ly, Increased its poll. It was the fifth
party on the list; it grew to be fourth,
and last year it stood third,

Up to this point in its career it had
attracted no attention from the prac-
tical politiclans of the old opposing
parties. Some of its leaders occasional-
ly got pictured in the press, and the
police were detailed to supervise its
open-air meetings, but nothing hap-
pened to it or by it. One of its chief
spokesmen and editors did, indeed, win
scme personal recognition by virtue of
his brilliant eloquence and the mlsfit
halo of a former connection with Co-
lumbia University as a lecturer on in-
ternational law, Still, the politicians,
the men who in both parties are out for
results or “stuff,” regarded the Socialist
Labor Party as a collection of bibulous
soreheads and self-pivoted cranks—an
omnium getherum not to be reckoned
with. But this joint dream of the firm
of Platt and Croker was rudely dis-
pelled when the official returns of the
last Gubarnatorial electlon were rigldly
tabulated. Roogevelt had 661,715 votea,
Van Wyck 643,921, and Hanford 23,860.

These figures are from the “Tribune
Almanac,” 1899, and cannot be gain-
said. What do they show? First, that
Roosevelt’s plurality was only 17,794;

Second and wost significant, that the

Soclalist Labor Party, with its compact
little cohort of 23860 voters, held the
balance of power. If Messrs. Platt and
Croker could bave swung those votes
where these Slamese twins of political
sclence doubtless believe they belong,
Judge Van Wyck would now be figure-
heading the Empire State, and Mr,
Roosevelt, Instead of sniffing the savory
breeze of Presidential possibiiity, would
probably be careering over the can-
tinent under the auspices of Major
Pond's lecture-bureau, swinging his
sword and showing how tobacco flelds
are won by American “rough riding"
and philanthropy.

The Republican dailies of New York,
to. the glory of ‘heir blindness, be it
recorded, have tuken no, or slightest,
notice of this phenomenon. DBut the
Tammany organs, or would-be organs,
notably the “Journal,” which has done
some pretty brazen coquetting with So-
cialistic ideals, did some piteous howi-
ing. Van Wyck, they claimed, was (e-
feated by the Soclalist vote, and the
Simon-pure Soclalist by so doing had
side-tracked “the real party of the
people” and given the plutocrats an-
other long Inning In New Yorky with,
probably, another Presiuency to clap in
their safe-deposit vault.

Let us now without considering this
particular debt of conservatism to So-
cialism look still closer into election
facts. The Gibraltar of Tammany Hall
In this borough, as every one knows, is
the Sixteenth Assembly District, where
the Hon. Pat Keenan, as district leader,
rules the roost and, with just reason,
does all the crowing. Even during the
Mayor Strong campaign, that swept one
Tammany district after another off its-
feet with a tidal wave of municipal or
clvic morality, the Sixteenth remained
solid, and the crow of the Hon. Pat
rose over the general wreck like a steam
calliope.

That barbaric yawp trlumphant
seems, indeed, to have waked up the
Soclalists, and by its music to have
made them move into this district; for,
agnin examining figures, we find that
while in J896 the vote of the Soclalist
Labor Party in this domain of Keenan
was barely 1000, in 1897 Professsor
Danlel De Leon, the recognized Socialist

‘editor and leader, running for Assem-

blyman, polled 1,820 votes. This evi-
dently began to perplex, perhaps to
frighten Tammany, for in the cam-
paign of 1898 far more attention and ex-
penditure were directed to this “Gibar-
altar” than ever before, and the cam-
paign was intense, De Leon, the So-
cialist, received 2,200 votes, and his
Tammany opponent was only saved
from defeat by 700 Republican votes
duly delivered as per invoice. The re-
sult of this Is that “Gibaraltar” now
lunz on '::om'l‘mnuy books marked
“unsafe’ e cam; of

and of 1800, cituiln o

counts on

t Klein

the nomination this yezr, but the So-
cialist vote troubles his midnight sleep,
as well as the noon-day siestas of
Statesman Keenan.

Tammany kept out of power in the
State by this wretched little Socialist
Labor Party—Tammany's “Gibraltar”
in danger—what must Tammany stated

men try to do for this year, and espe-

cially for the Presidential campaign

ear?

? Clearly, to split the Socialist Labor
Party or be split and spiit by it into the
brine of Saline Creek. Spurred by this
keen necessity, Tammany began work
on the “Volkszeitung,” & supposedly So-
cialist German daily, not overblest with
wealth, and bhas appareatly caused that
paper to repeat all the Democratic
party’'s stock-in-trade talk about the
Republican party’s oppression of the
workingmen with taxes.

This may seem a perfectly natural
and innocent move, but its real resuilt
was to bring the “Volkszeitung” into
direct contradiction and copflict with
the Socialist Labor Party, whkich main-
tajns that. as for the workingmen, they
are no better off under one régime than
another, but are most excellently ex-
ploited by both of the old partles in
turn.

Feud having thus been started be-
tween the “Volkszeitung’’ and the So-
cialist Labor Party, whose espec’ ‘|1 or-
gan, THE PEOPLE, a national weokly,
used to be edited In the same buildling,
Tammany's next move was one of tue
boldest pleces of predatory politics
ever imagined. Insinuating certain of
its heelers into the ranks of the Soxial-
ist Lebor Party as “converts,” it tried,
with the aid of some of the disgruntled
“Volkszeitung" staff, to break into the
office of the Soclalist Labor Party, hen
at 184 William street, aud take physical
posseszion of the Socialist national
weekiy organ, THE PEOPLE, together
with all the Party documents and ar-
chives.

This attempt was made on the mld-
night of July 10th, and chronicled in
gsome of the papers as a flat failure, The
leader of the attack was one Philip
Bauer, who {8 a walking delegate of a
bricklayers’ union, of which Willlam
is president. Willlam Klein,
when not staggering under the burden
of his presidential duties, draws $2,500
a yenr by ‘grace of Tammany as “In-
spector of Sewers.” The connection of
this sequence with the Tammany plan
to steal a Soclallst paper is too clear to
nced further development. The attnck,
in which mallets were freely swung,
failed miserably. The Invaders were
beaten back and the Soclalist Labor
Party kept possession of all its docu-
ments and the English weekly, THE
PEOPLE, now removed to 61 Beekrnan
street.

But the Tammany dailles have an-
nounced broadcast that the Soclalist
Labor Party Is “broke” and broken up.
As a further proof of prowess, ever in
laughable defcat and ridiculous retreat,
Tammany: has inspired the recent jssu-
ance of & new weekly, llkewise called
THE PEOPLE, the people in this case
being the Tammany job-holder, Mr.
Kleln and others of llke editorial ca-
pacity. Moreover, one of the Tamminy
organs, the “News,” last wesk intimat-
ed that a decision would be hanled
down by the Bench against the right. of
the Soclalist Labor Party to have a
place on the official ballot, on the
ground that it {s divided. The Socialist
Labor Party is, however, so far from
being “broke up and broke"” that It lias
obtained the services of an able snd
costly lawyer, formerly a Tammsany
man, but now reformed, and has taken
the question of title as regards its
paper, THE PEOPLE, into the courts,
where a Republican judge or an honest
Democrat may put an extinguisher on
Tammany's bright scheme In the shipe
of a rival organ with the same name,

The grouping of these queer facts, it
is belleved, is well worth the attention
of thinking persons all over the country,
and especizlly are the poteatfalities in-
volved in this particular chet d’ceuvre
of Tammany politics deserving of study
by all New Yorkers who would like to
be freed from the dominance of Mesars.
Piatt 2nd Croker. The question for s.d-
vocates of municipal reform and honust
government is whether the Soclallst
Labor Party is so dangerpus a germ
that it ought to be suppressed by auny
mode, however foul, even :f such sup-
pression means the continuance and
still firmer establishment of Tamman-
fac ownership of the Borough of Man-
hattan, and possibly in the near future
the seizure and Joot of the whole Stale.

New York City.

LABOR NEWS COMPANY,
147 East 28rd Street, New York City.

(Store open from 8 A. M. to 9 P. M., Satur-
days to § P. M) r
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- ’hl” What Means This St

» Yo '.’if,
Urcle Sam and Brother Jonafhy

BROTHER JONATHAN (with a3
plexed look all over him)—Would ¥
have thought it? ¥ ey

UNCLE SAM (startled)-—Which

B. J.—Why, this Ramupo
Company's swindle of our New
City politicinns. :

U. 8. —And did you imagire a R
lican Tom Platt or a Tam
Croker above such sort of thing?

B. J.—Pooh! No! What perp
me is that they should have b
that swindle, scheming and gettl
ready, at the very time when the Ms
zet Investignting Committee was inyme
tigating the city politics, hanging, g
to speak, the corrupt politiclans, Degt
that perplex you? ;

U. 8.—No, not a bit. You know,
you, that not so very long ago eg
terfeiters and circulators of countesty
money were hanged in England?

B. J—I know that,

U. S.—Waell; it not infrequently
pened that at the very time whea'§
counterfeiter was being harnged, cous
terfeiters were caught passing
feit meoney among the very crowd
was witnessing the execution,

B. J.—You don’t say! -

U. 8.—People don't counterfelt forth
fun of it, but to live; peither do
ticlans swindle for the fun of it,
guard against Want. Want, or feas
Want are ruthless drivers towasl
crime. There is no way of I
such crime but to overthrow : i
scclal system that raises Want ai
Fear of Want into Soclal Motiim
for activity. Strain to ove y
the crime-sodden capitilist g
and to rear the Socialist Republie,

SR B

ount

The Woman Question.

The woman question is founded w po
and inseparable from the econg
movement of soclety,’ He who pre
no further than the political
woman leaves all untouched the m
spring of action—economic slavery, 4
mestic slavery. e

It is quite the fashion in radical ¢l
cles to {nvite women to bare
breast to the overwhelmingly
struggle, under the present regime, fi
freedom from sex-servitude. Wom#
dhould be free! Granted. Freed fI¢
what? Free to do what?

Freed fromz political, industrisl.
domestic slavery. The first condl a
of freedom depends upon and is i
tained by the second; that Is to g
political equality can be gained oml
after social (evelopments have mad
necessary to enter the industrial world
and so as to have become a factor i
legislation. The law “No woman
succeed In Salique land” was ensg
not before, but after woman had heMEs
the scepter, After political recognit
has been galned it can be maintain
only by an advance in industrial po

The franchise is the first great
in woman'’s freedom. This step may M
taken, as with workmen, before ectm
nomic equality is established; but Y
maintain political equality economi
equality must be gained,

The woman question is at this polf
of investigation seen to be the LABOI
QUESTION~—the question of the Wagsil
System, i

Once establish political and econg
equality and sex-slavery is voluntan
not compulsory. Woman should, m
and will be freed from political, e
nomic and gex slavery. Woman
one day be free to take her rightf
place in social life or the race
perish. L

As a woman she will be free to m:
tain fraternal relations. As a womal
she will be free also to accept or
the sex-relation of wife and mother.

The claritying lense of Soclalism
been put upon the chaos of anar
with its license in the place of Iib
The chastity of monogamic m.
as a possibllity of free establ
under economic equality of opportunis
is the gift of the Socialist Labor PR
to America. Neither a housek
nor a social ornament on which =
elegant fabrics and jewels is a -
80 cannot become a chaste mother, .

The immaculate conception can
mulltd be grougbt down from the
wor made the normal conditi
of blrth‘.. -

THE PEOPLE has guarded and ot
moted this birth. The ideals of Soclf
ism are the highest because its kno
edge of human movement {s the d

Amidst the reeking crimes inside &
outside of legal sex-relations Sociall
throws its beacon light that we M
ever remember life is not long enow
for the ever-changing relations of,
mestic happiness; and, too, that désd
is not quick enough to cover with s
cloth and ashes the false semblanced

o

love. “ !
I say to every woman in the
would be free, who would aid
emancipation of woman, that th
direct returns for energy expended If
be found in working for the overthf
of the capitalist system, the rels*
master and wage-slave, and for
tablishment among ' mankind
ternity and equality in economit
tions. Then and not till then
the great bridal's re!
MARTHA RE AV

A Bfth 5000 edition of the P

-now out. Its large sale is a g
8ign of the times, and it is an
of the class of literature that
‘wudn? ‘lud. consequently, best :

A second 5,000 edition of the
phiet “Reform or Revolution’ hagl
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OW TOBIN DOES IT.

cv{he President. of the A. F. of L.
i Shce Workers Unlon Gets
for the High Dues Proposition.

*i ALTIN d., Sept. 4.—1 have just
; u":'nr‘:icle og Tobin's attempt
the shackles on the boot and
workers and make them pay him
”m assistants a fet salary for the
¢ of their lives, and am much inter-
.4 in one feature of it. The press de-
“hes that were sent out from Brock-
‘the middle of August contained

statement:
jlaration of the Brockton umi-
.,:.p.,e‘.:nm the new constitution, but
,:.‘mu their organization under the old
O tation, telegrams have been pouring in-
i lolty from various organizations, stch as
wd ternational Typographical Unlon, the
Hattety, of America, and others, In
the send¢rs declared themrelves in Eup-
the pev constitution, and have termed
g‘] uniens ‘‘seceders,” ‘‘rebellious bo-
ete.” .
mis new departure of national offi-
orq of national unfons taking the time
sad spending money to telegraph to
‘go0d people of Brocton their bellef
"the new constitution is all right
2 remarkable departure from
usual customs of these people that
“geserves a passing consideration as
{t was brought about. And I
‘i possession of the “how.”
has recently come into my pos-
sion the following letter which was
sent by Tobin to the general secrotary
of 8 pational union:
| Headquarters of the Boot and Shos
Unon,  AfMliated with American
ation o! Labor, No. 620 Atlantic Ave-
Boston, Mass. John M. Tobin, General
jent, Fraucls J. Clarke, General Vice-
jent; Horace M. Eaton, General Sec-
‘miary-Treasurer.
t Boston, Mass,, Aug. 17, 1899,
8ir and Brother:—At our Convention In
er, N. Y., Iast June, we changed our
lutlon, 8o as to provide for 25 cents per
@ues Instead of 10 cents as formerly, and
sdded sick and death benefit, and strike
ce fund fn order that we may bulld
nization to the polot of efclency
_l.l?-by the best forms of organization.
Herewith you will find a copy of our Constl~
fution, "'J" {-hlrt form, which we wish you
i read and pass judgment upon. Our par-
it object in writing you &t this time is to
‘say that quite a lurge number of cur members
kton, Mass,, who have but lately joined
unlon, and are working in the union
there where our Union Lebel is In
g, have seen fit to protest and undertake to
- te the acts of the convention, and are
yoriug (0 set themselves up as superior
fo the National Unlon.
We wieh you would write a letter to the
 itor of the Brockton *“Times,'" and also to
the editor of the Hrockton “Enterprise,” both
A kton, Mass., for publication, setting
your views as to whether you are pre-
tc back the National Union as against
{ in the Local Unlons, or whether
_you take the side of the Local Unlons.
The Brockton papers are giving consider-
ce to the fosurgents, and we want to
the minds of the manufacturers there who
ng our Label, and who fear trouble In
factories. By serving notice on them
fhrough you and others, we will be able to
fold the manufacturcrs In line and compel
owr taembers to ablda by the will of the prop-
.constituted authorities. We would be
d to have you send us a copy of the
r you send to the “‘Enterprise’” and the
. *Nmes,"” and will bg grateful to you if you
will promptly comply with our request,
3 Fraternally yours,
JOHN F. TORIN,
General Preeident.

It Is to be hoped that Mr. Tobin suc-
geded in “easing the minds of the
manufacturers.” Tobin says he is a
focihlist. It is a remarkable thing to
e a Soclalist so deeply interested in

be manufacturers that he urges the
"laders of the pure and simple unions
~all over the country to telegraph the
eapitalists and write articles for the
mpitalist papers for the purpose of in-
frmnig the capitalists that the mission
of Tobin and his associates is to ‘‘ease
the minds of the manufacturers.,” Ver-
{ly, this is worthy of Debs.

Moreover, all this is all the more re-
merkable considering that ‘“‘the will of
the properly constituted authorities,”
' by which the members, poor rank and
flle, are expected to “ablide,” imposed
itself upon them against their knowl-
edge or consent, the “properly consti-
tuted authorities” having prevented a
referendum vote, and having voted
down a motion to refer.
Verlly, this ‘{8 worthy of

i
ANTI-FAKIR.

GENERAL EXECUTIVE BOARD,
N. T. & L. A,

NEW YORK, Sept. 5,—The regular meeting
of the General Exccutive Board was held on
Thursday, August ilsf, at the headquartors,
B Duane street. Prescnt: Comrades Vagt, De
Leoa, Murphy, Luck and Brower; Lucklin the

Communications:—One from Comrade Clark,
. of Philadelphia, Pa., applying for a charter for
|| the Btreet Rallroad Men of that rity and for
| 4 organizer to be sent on at once.
Wstructed to eend Comrade Keep.
from Comrade Max Eisenberg, Cincin.
i, 0., lxplylna for a charter ‘or Cloak-
makers, and whether the women of the trade
would have to be organized in a separate Lucal
e Iu‘;l;ﬁcrcury instructed to finquire for

..
. Ooe from  Secretary Kroll, of D, A. 17,
Providence, R. 1., upplylng for a oharter for
| e Rubber Workers of Woousocket, I. 1.,
All the hhxl:all lln the Dl-&ﬂn ll‘!‘ lm-r-.-’.n;uu in
Tehlp, they would sent four delegates
the Convention.

icatious were also recelved from
ford, Mawss.; Haverhill, Mass.; Pitts-

Philadelphin, Pa.: Rockyilin
Mass.: London, Ont.; Yonke AR At
iville, 11L: Dytrolt, Mich.; 8an Antonly,
i '“Qho%vllle. H. 1.: Lyno, Maw., Scrane
ton, Vorcester, Mass,: Saiem, ©Ohio;

& Wash.; Vancouver, B. C.; Montreal,
) Aand East Orange, N. J.
™S were granted to: Street Hullroad

Charte:
! ) Phlladelphia, Pa.: Cloakmak+rs, Cincine
Ohlo; Rubber Workers, Woonsocket,

&% out of town delegates are requested to
this ofMce what time they expect to ar-
I8 New York, as D. A. 49 has appointed
Smmittee to receive them and escort them
® deadquarters and hotels. ;

S

TRSVILLY. STRIKE FUND.

neknowledged. ... o

buted per N. Y. “‘Volk: t

l Minn, L. A, '8, 8,
Biate Commitise;

c§. d., Section,
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Qorman and English.

Capitalist Rascality.
(Continned from Page 1.)

the “denizens of Wall Btreet,” because
they live on the back of the working
clags, he comes forward with a propo-
sition the avowed object of which is to
eénable a few hundred thousand and
more parasites to get their bills into
the arteries of that working class.
. Pefler as s Jugxler.

After a blll is fntroduced in Congress,
it becomes {ncumbent on its supporters
to show why it should become 2 law.
Peffer proceeded with the “why,” and
the following is an example of how he
juggled with the English and played
golf with sophistry:

“To bim who lives in affuence and ease,
whose home nestles in the splendors of wealth,
who moves amidst magnificent surroundings,
to him It matters little what in the state of
the money market. He draws steadily on the
l‘:h‘o'l;:{ other men. He knows not what it is

‘It is not %o with the man of toil—the man
who opens farms, lays out highways, bridges
streams, tunnels mountains and builds cities—
the mar whose muscles rear the mansions of
the rich, and whose sweat and blood lie
crystallized In marble walls.'’

Isn't It

Take that first paragraph.
clear? And fsn't it villainous, too? Ad-
mission is there made that in the United
States, the “land of the free and the
home of the brave,” there are privileged
persons—

1. Who are not affected by the sta
of the money market. ;

2. Who live in affluence and ease.

3. Whose homes nestle in the splen-
dors of wealth.

4. Who draw steadily on the labor
of other men.

5. Who live in magnificent surround-
ings.

6. Who know not what want is.

The above six counts in the indict-
ment of the rich are true ones, but in all
that Peffer and his satellites have ever
sald we search 'n vain for an answer
to the following questions:

Pefler as a Question Answerer.

1. Why is it that in this “land of free-
dom"” there are some men who are
never affected by the state of the money
market, or by the state of any other
market, while there are other men
whose very existence rises and falls as
the labor market rises and falls?

2. Why is it that in this “land of free-
dom"” there are some men who live in
affluence and ease, while others live in
poverty and toil?

3. Why is it that in this “land of free-
dom" there are some men who draw
steadily on the labor of other men,
while millions of ‘“other men' are
forced, under penalty of starvation, to
give up the products of their labor to
the capitalist class and its parasites?

4. Why is it that in this “land of free-
dom' the homes of some men nestle in
the splendors of wealth, while the
homes of other men are unfit for pig-
sties?

6. Why is it that in this “land of free-
dom” there are some men who live in
magnificent surroundings, while there
are other men who vegetate in the
slums?

6. And, lastly, why is it that in this
“land of freedom” there are some men
who never know what it is to want
while there are millions of other men
who never see anything else but want?

These questions they have never an-
swered. They have never dared answer
them. The farmer and the'little busi-
ness man, for whom they also claimed
to be working, are just as anxious ‘“to
draw steadily on the labor of others"
as are the capitalists themselves. And
all the lamentations of Peffer and his
fellow lackeys resulted from the fact
that, after the capitalist class proper
have “drawn steadily” on the labor of
the working class, there isn't anything
left for the farmer, no matter how hard
he may ‘‘draw.”

Pefler as & Thimblerigger.

Then take the second paragraph. A
cursory examination will show that Pel-
fer is gifted with a high degree of
astuteness. In the first part of it he

ciussifies Lhe icen of toll and parades’

the classifications in such a way that
everything seems about as far off as
are the stars. Ge: right down to the
little matter of food and clothing.
Every turkey sandwich, every terra-
pin, and every tenderloin steak that
Peffer and the other members of Con-
gress ever ate were placed before tnem
by the labor of the working class, and
every broadcloth suit they ever wore
was dyed with the blood of the prole-
tariat. It isn't only that the muscles
of the men of toil rear the mansions of
the rich, but they supply them with
food and clothing as well. It isn't only
that the sweat and blood of the men of
toil lie crystallized in murble walls, but
that sweat and that blood lle crystal-
lized in every board of every house that
dots the prairies of the Populist's own
West.

And then the “money market.”
Stripped of all verbiage, those two para-
graphs mean that it makes but little
difference to the capitalist class what
the state of the money market may be,
but that it is of vital interest to the
working class. Let's sea.

We are living under the capitalist sys-

tem of production. The capitalist sys-
tem of production is that system under
which all the more important means
of production (land, tools, machinery,
money, and material) are owned by a
fisttull of men and women, Thesu
means of production are called capital,
and the fistfull of men and women who
own this capital are called capitalists.
Wages and Laber-Fower.

On the other side we see that thero
are millions of men and women who
own no means of production, and who
can only live by *'working” for a cap-
italist. This expression “working for"
someone is, however, a clever termin-
ology for concealing the truth. The
working class has for sale one commo-

ﬁ dity, and only one. That commodity

is labor power. The only persons who
can use this labor power ire the persons
who own the means of production, and
those persons are the capitalists. Well,
how much are they going to pay a man
for his labor-power. They will pur-
chase this labor-power on just the samo
principle as they purchase any other
commodity—they will pay just what
the labor mirkel compels them to pay.
It they can buy a msu's labor-power for
& day for two dollars, Luey will pay him
two dollars. If they can buy a man's
labor-power for a day for one dollar,
they will pay him one dollar, and no
more. This money that the capitalists
pay & man for his labor-power is called
“wages,' Wages are governed by tho
labor market, and the labor market is
governed by the plentifulness or scar-

city of labor power. The banks of the

talists may be running over with
money, but they will purchase no more
labor-power than they can use, and
they will pay no more for that labor-
power than the state of the labor mar-

ket compels them to pay. And every

workingman knows that the capitalist
class will cut wages every time it gets
an opportunity, whether or not there
is a scarcity of mdney in the country.

So it is the money market, is it, that
affects tha working class? In the last
%ix years approximately twenty thou-
sand printers in the United States and
Canada have been unable to sell their
labor-power. Why? Because some-
thing has been the matter with the
money market? No. But because the
Mergenthaler Typesetting Maching is
doing the typesetting, The same on-
slaught of privately-owned machinery
has overwhelmed and is overwhelming
every trade, and yet for years ex-Scna-
tor Peffer and his colleagues have been
trying (o throw the working class off
the track of their oppressors—the capi-
talist class and its henchmen. And
among tpe henchmen, Peffer stands
high.

Pefier and Holldays.

We discover quite often that capital-
ists are loth to grant us holidays, and
we are often favored with sermons on
the dignity of lapor and the solace that
tofl brings to the sons of men. It is
rare, though, that our capitalist mas-
ters are brutal enough to want to ar-
range things so that we shall be denied
even an hour of respite from the clang
of the factory. Now try to grasp the
meaning of the following extract from
the same speech from this self-styled
champion of the working class:

“Those who suffer most from money panics
are those who can least afford to lose—the poor
men and women whose living depends on their
dafly earnings. To the poor man the loss of a
day may bring him to want. To the woman
whose wages barely sustain life the loss of
an hour tells in the next meal she eats.”

Here we have the admission that the
capitalist system of production has run
its race so well that for many persons
the loss of an hour’'s time means a
smaller amount of food, while if for a
day a man is unable to sell his labor-
power, the workhouse stares him in
the face. And Peffer claimed that the
only way he could see out of it.was to
fix things so that the capitalists could
make more profit out of the labor of
the working class, and then the poor
devils would be kept hustling from sun-
rise till sunset three hundred and sixty-
five days in the year.

Peffer Rises to Explatn,

Now for a summing up.

During Peffer's career as a Populist
he upheld every plank in the Populist
platform. He was not only with them
on the money question, but on every
other question; and for that reason he
was chosen by the Kansas Popuiists to
represent them in the United States
Senate. To-day he is out of office and
out of the Populist party, and what
does he give as his reasons for leav-
ing the party. This {s one of them:

“1 have always been a Republican except on

one main question—the money question, That
seems to have scttled isell now.”

‘Well, the Republican party holds the
same position on the moncy question
that it held when Peffer used to talk
by the week against it. And as for the

.maoney gquestion having settled itself,

that terrihle old gold standard is yet
with us, and the ‘“denizens of Wall
Street'” are still able to hire a lot of
brigands to *wring the sweat of the
working class.” All the same, he is go-
ing back to that party. This suggests
that we must look further for the mo-
tive of this change of front, and that
motive appears in the followlng para-
graph taken from his interview for the
press:

“Along In the forepart of the '50's Kansas
was moving rapldly, We bullt many raliroads
and the country becanie rapidly settled. Many
fmprovements of all sorts were made, and the
State war on the lLighest notch of prosperity.
Then carae the hard times, and all at once
the bottom dropped out of everything, Many
of us honestly thought there was trouble
ahcad. 1 really dreaded what was coming at
one time. The masses were discontented, and
we were afrald something might happen. some
strike or rlot, or something of the sort, to
cause & general breaking out of the smoulder-
ing discontent.”

FIVE
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And there you have the cloven hoof.
They scented danger, Danger to what?
To the institutions of capitalism, They
feared strikes and *riots.”” Aud why
did they fear them? Because strikes
and “riots” call attention to the beast-
liness of the capitalist system of pro-
duction, and because strikes and “riots”
bring the working class shoulder to
shoulder and drill them for their fu-
ture mission. They feared a general
breaking out of the smouldering dis-
content. And why did they fear {t?
Because “a general breaking out” might
be a premonition of the annihilation
of the capitalist system of production.
And Peffer and the rest of the leaders
of the Populist party knew then, and
what is left of them know to-day, that
when the capitaliet system of produc-
tion is abolished, they and thelr
whole class will have to take off their
Prince Albert coats and cut off their
whiskers, and roll up their shirt sleeves
and go Into a factory and earn their
bread and butter for the first time in
their lives—they, and their children,
and thelr children’s children. And their
fear was well taken,

Pefler the Villaim.

They feared all these things, and their
fear moved them to action. And a lot
of gpeaking saints of the Peffer stamp
came along with the Populist party and
said to the working class:

We are your friends.

We will champlon your cause,

We will take up the cudgels for you.

We will fix things so that you can
have work for all the year around if
you want it,

We will make laws that will put bread
in your mouths.

Just send us to Washington, and the
land will overflow with milk and honey.

Bight years have passed, Through a
temporary briskness of manufacturing
and transportation, owing to the war
witn Spain, the army of the unemployed
is perhaps temporarily decreased some-
what, and many of the working class
are able to sell their labor-power for
enough to keep them from starving. To
Peffer the fires of discontent seemed to
have stopped smouldering, to be almost
extinguished in fact. And he throws off
his Judas’ cloak and declaims substan-
tially as follows:

Gentlemen, I have always been a Re-
publican and a believer in the capital-
ist system of productien, and am always
ready to sacrifice my own pleasure if
by 8o doing I can aid in perpetuating
capitalism, Along in 1883, 1889 and

1890, there was danger of an outbreak
among the working class. 1 realized
that an outbreak might result in a revo-
lution by the working class, which
would have been the death of all of
us. 8o, in the interest of capitalist
iaw and order, I sprang into the breach
and pakmed myself off as a friend of
labor, and was recognized by the work-
Ing class as their friend. 1 and my
fellow Populists held the working class
in check until their discontent had time
to wear itself out in vain discussions
over the money question. But the day
of trial {s passed for the present. The
working class are now practically all
back in the shambles of the Republi-
can party, or in the shambles of the
Democratic party, and the institutions
of capitallsm are safe for the time be-
ing. My mission is over, and I can
now leave the Populist party and get
back to my father's house—the Repub-
lican party.
And he got.
L L ] L]

And those of us who sat hour after
hour in the gallery of the Senate at
Washington and listened to Peffer tell
of his sympathy for the working class,
but believed that he was a hypocrite—
—we are glad that at last he has thrown
off his mask and shown himself as our
enemy.

And those of us who sat in the same
gallery or read those speeches in the
newspapers, and believed that he was a
friend of the working class, and meant
what he said, although he was a “little
oft” on the way out of the trouble—

, We are also glad that he has at last
thrown off the mask of hypocrisy and
shown himself as our enemy.

We are glad, for his whole career as
a United States Senator indicates but
one thing, and that one thing is to
what a depth of chicanery and deceit
a capitalist or middle class Hckpplule
can descend when he regards himself
as the chosen instrument for mollify-
ing the revolutionary spirit of the Amer-
ican proletariat.

‘And we are glad, too, because the les-
son of Pefferism is.plain. The working
class must be emancipated by the work-
Ing class. The friends of the working
class are in the working class. The rep-
resentatives of the working class must
come from the working class. The en-
tire machinery of government must be
run by the working class, and for the
working class.

And high over all, from every flag-
staff in the nation, there must gal-
lantly float the crimson banner of the
Socialist Republic.

JULIAN PIERCE.

Washington, D, C.

Michigan.
(Continued from Page 1.)

notorious briber, as the notorious skin-
ner of labor against whom his employ-
ees are forced to strike every few years,
as the notorious political backer of the
notorious timber thief, trust organizer
and embalmed beef Alger, or as the no-
torious business manager for the no-
torious millionaire slave driver Tom L.
Johnson, that at that time those twenty
and thirty-year Soclallsts could not
openly support H. 8§, Pingree, unless
they would run the risk of being fired
out of the S, L. P. for treason. Gustave
Herzig, Henry Kummerfeldt, their em-
ployee, Wm. Kuess, who, by the way,
may get fired by his bosses if he refuses
to sign Mr. Herzig's articles, and even
the cigar manufacturer, Chas, Erb—
they all may now feel relieved because
their present organization (?) tolerates
even Pingree or 1'om L. Johnson dol-
larism,

This element the S. L. P. got rid of;

these obstructionists cannot in the fu-
ture prevent us from working with
full force for the establishment of a
strong class conscious, aggressive and
uncompromising 8. L. P. Our blows
against capitalism cannot now be
weakened by the treacherous attitude
of the Party’s foes in its own ranks. In
the future these blows will strike the
very heart of capitalism, .
- The - State Committee of Michigan
understands the nature of the dissen-
sion in the Party. Actual experience
and observation has shown to its mem-
bers the actual obstacles in the way of
organization of labor for class political
action. The 8. L. P. is now triumphing
over them. We cannot have any more
harmony, no tolerance; away and out
with the would-be proprietors of the
Party and its press. On to victory!
Begin the final battle.

Michigan is ready to start {t, and the
State Committee intends to send Com-
rade M. Meyer through the State to or-
ganize it more thoroughly. Comrades,
the harvest is ripe‘and waiting for the
reaper. All the State Committee needs
now is sufficient funds to pay for the
rzilroad fare, literature and hotel ex-
penses for the proposed organizer. All
those that see the necessity for ener-
getic work, all Soclalists and all sym-
pathizers of the S. L. P. in Michigan,
are, therefore, hereby called upon to
contribute whatever they can to enable
the State Committee to raise the neces-
sary funds.

Send contributions to H. George Has-
seler, 784 Twenty-sixth street, Detroit,

Mich.
THE STATE COMMITTEE.
Detroit, Aug. 17th, 1899.

OPEN AIR MEETINGS IN NEW YORK.
Monday, September 1ith, § p. m.

Dist.
4th.—Gouverneur and Monroe sts., Manhattan,
12th.—Gouverneur and Grand sts., Machattan.
; Tuesday, Sept. 12th, § p. m.
18th.—16th street and Ave. A, Manhattan,
30th.—26th st. and Second ave., Manhattan,

Wednesday, Sept. 18th, 8 p. m.
S0th,—8rth st. and First ave., ttnn,
16th.—~12th st. and Ave. H., Mavhattan.

Thursday, Sept. 14th, 8 P. M.
23rd.—145th st. and Eighth ave., Manhattan.
34th.—145th st. and Willis ave.,, Manhattan,
18th.—Houston and Capnon sts,, Manhattan,

, Sept. 15th, 8 p. m,

320d.—106th st. and Meadison ave,, Manhattan.
2st.—Fennsylvania and Atlagtic avex., Brobdk-

n.
6th.—Throop ave. and st., Brooklys.
« Saturday, Sept. 16th, 8 m.
1st.—I1 and Canal sta, Manhattan,
26th.—76th st. and First ave., Mavhattan,

20th.~Jeferson "l". aond Bm' %l;oakl&.
NEW YORK,
Regular meeting of the Commsites

Generzl
of Section New York, 8. L. P., will be heid cn
L. ABELSON, Organizer.

Satu evening. Beptember Sth, ut 538 Rast
Eleventh street. New York. Delegates rhould
not fail to attend.

DR. C. L. FURMAN,
-..Dentist..,

CORRESPONDENCE.

[Correspoadeats who prefer to sppear In
print under an assumed name, wll attach
fuch rame to their communicatior, besides
thel own sigonture and sddress. None other
will be recognized.)

Don't write on both sides of the sheel ;

Dow't write on tissus paper;

Dow’t write with pencil;

Dor’t write with a broom-stick, if a
tooth-pick vs handy, pens preferred;

Dow't crowd your lines;

Dow't begin at the uppermost edge of the
sheet;

Don't abbreriate;

Dow't forget lo give your P. 0.
and date of keiler;

Don't forget to give name and date of
paper when sending clippings;

Don't write your signalure as tho' you
wished to remarn incognito;

Don't write proper names 3o as to insure
the chances of their being misspelled;

Don’t write on sheets of* uneten size; '

Don't take this ill.

address

Ohtlo, Cleveland Included, Sate,

To THE PEOPLE.—A circular has just been
sent out by our State Committee to the See-
tions of the State, It gives the result of the
roferendum vote taken throughout the State
upon the guestion which of the two National
Executive Committees shall be endorsed.” The
general vote upholds the old N, E. C. and the
+iand taken by our Stute Committee. These
are the figures:

Votes in favor of
Ol New
N.E.C. N.E. O
Section Cleveland T............. 57 o7
2 e 111 (Hungar.) 24 -
e - IV (Dohem.) 6 1
o " v « 3 10
. Cincinnatl . .16 3
£ Canton .. .10 3
gy Lima .... .11 -~
od Columbus (] 1
v Butler ..... b —_
i Magsilion . 3 2
bis Gloucester 2 -
Members at_large.. .13 1
Total.. 183 88

Sectlons Dayton, Toledo. Mineral Point and
Salinoville roported that they abstaloed {rom
voting, Dayton resolving to recognize the old,
legally elected National Excoutive Committee,
Toledo and Mineral Polut resolving to abide
by the majority,

This settles the main question in Ohlo, and it
rettles several ingldental ones. Among the in-
cidental anes that It setties s that Ohlo repu-
diates the action of the so-called *““joint meet-
ing" of the Sections of Cleveland, and that,
more important yet, the Party membership in
Cleveland fteelf repudiates the action of that
meeting by giving & good majority agalnst its
declston.

The £ L. P, %8 proof against conspiracies,
and its eturdy domocracy will not brook boss
rule. The Hayes-Bandlow bose-rule consplr-
acy has had Its bead staved in. Slo semper!

WATCHMAN,
Cleveland, O., Sept. 2.

Living Pictures from Chicage.

TO THE PEGPLE.—Things ‘‘do move" in
Chicago, the town of the ouly “1, Tommy, L™
Most of the merubers of the Party {n Chicago,
owing to the cowardly course pursued by the
“Workers' Call,'" in refusing to publish Party
news, were in o state of complete iguorance
of what was [a‘oln‘ ou, and fell an casy rer to
Mr. Simons, Berlyn, et al., when sald individu-
als startetd what they are now pleased to call
the “Fourth Soclalist Party in America.””

But things are calming down a little, as evi-
denced by the following story of a meeting of
Tweny-fourth Ward Hranch, held last Thurs-

day.

({olllns. of Simons outfit, was present to_do
the bulldozing, and he succeeded “'finely." Bix
were present, Riesenberg and Hiltner as repre-
sentatives of the Party.

The meeting wis called to order by a he-
woman, name of Morris, who as a salutation
sald: “Rlesenberg, you are expelled!"" Riesen-
berg said: "Not by a long shot.”

Then a chairman was elected named Bauer,
an anarchist. Riesenberg then moves to ap-
prove mninutes. Morris and Collins jump up
and say *‘You got no business here.” Hlltoer
stands up to defend Riesenberg, when Collins,
the follower of the meek and saintly user of
“clarified English,” Simons, gets u!P and says:
“You shut up or I'll traw yer out der door.”

Hiltner says: "“Oh, I don’t know about that”
Whereupun Collins makes a rush for Hiltner,
Hiltoer landed on Collius’ right optle, and Col-
lins landed on the floor. Then Anarchist Bauer
Jumps up, gavel in hand, and goes for Hiltner.
Hiltner Jauds Bauer on top of Colilns. Then
an [ndivigual naped Knox, who belled his
name, cyme for Hiltner with & chair. This
makes Iflitner angry, and he borrows a chair
himself aud cleans out the hall, Thus the
smashers became the smashed, lapding on the
sidewalk complete wrecks, their dwarfed forms
palpitating with fear lest the now giast Hilt-
ner would again begin landing out upparcuts.

It Is a pecullar fact that all of the “gentle-
manly,"” *‘decent” and *“‘holy"” men of the
Simons outfit are great at bulldozing and bluff-
ing, but guit when cailed.

The prejudice worked up against the Party
by the gang here Is coming o naught. The
honest men are finding out that the strings of
arsertions put forth by Simons are but aseer-
tlons, and as the dl{l g0 by with no proof
fortheoming to establish the assertions, men
are coming to understand some tall lying is
being one.

The lgnorance of matters pertaining to or-
ganization, carefully fostered by the Simons
outfit Is appulling. no “‘pure and simple™ trade
unlocn could show up as good cr better.

The cries are: “Keep struck Hillquit,"
““We must stand by Chicago resolution,’ **Walit
tiil we get ‘em in Chicago™; but none, or very
few, seem to know tue Party has a constitu-
ton.

The Simons “‘middle of the roaders” will
start & new party, if enough of them are left
by the time they got that far. They have their
own stamps now, and gnroo middle-of-
the-roader Stangland says: Chicage ean pad-
dle its own canos. Oh, they ares beauties;
know about as much of the labor struggle as &
mule does of the Maltese Cross.

Their talk is a good gauge of what they are,
One day they are the 8. L. P., with accent an
“THE''; next, thuy '"can go It alone’; next,
“will form another Soclallst Party."”

They change their song oftaner than they
change thelr shirt. That's certzin, and ne
doubt to-morrow will have a new ane.

Chicago ‘‘do move,” and will move in the
right direction, towards the goal of the work-
ing class in unison th‘h the fl;l! :! ?ého l:sl'l’lull
Soclalists under /' nner of the 8. A

CHAS. A. BAUSTIAN.

Chicago, IIL, Aug. 28, 1599,

One Expesure Picked Out of Scores.

TO THE PEOPLE.—I feel It my duty to com-
municate the following fact to you. I am a
member of Section Greater New York 8. L. P..
Polish Branch 3, of New York City, and am a
reader of the Party organ, THE PEOPLE, and
“‘Volkszeltung's” ~‘People.’” In the latter of
July 30th I found, among other falsehoods, the
Kangaroo's organizer's statement about the
Polish Bl‘wth'l‘ m& 't’or‘ ||n‘d :‘wutl (.Iz
them socalled) de administration.
recording secretary of Polish Branch 3 of New
York City, and I have not menlv'od any com-
munication from the Kangaroos ‘‘national offi-
We dld nol vote at all on the sub-
In the same lssue 1
the Kaopgaroo

cers,”

ject mentioned atove.

found among the dclegates to §

G i Ci itten onse 3 d l}‘wov!:;. rep-
ing the Polish Branch.” Now, then:

"(”l)n“n:l'a'u l; no emrld‘-‘ l: our Bnn‘e:' ;lt'h'

the pame of Broophy, a am sure

no h»ae fn the Brooklyn Polish Branch with

such & name.

2) Ou: Braneh don't send any delegate Lo

-a 1 O 1 e that

th p
th::luulnolm-nuanotmﬂo‘u

Feople on thelr growtt o M. GAJEWSKY.
New York, Aug. 28, 1599,

Not Undeserved.
“1‘0 mz;:nrml M—h(:muﬂ “r::oee:lwa .lg’o n:
n ,
o‘:m'- .Kni: t{n NOT hittin mlﬂ. n‘.:
er picce name,
muc:rndo &inhn for NOT choking
Harnes and throwing him down the stalrs when
Tee felt like it; and against all the others for
derelictions of a like character, M. M
Spoksac, Wash., Aug. 31,

g A Faise Report Corrected. ¥
..TO THE PEO ~—A statement made fn the
{endorsed the
an early

bold

+ 18 to keep out the troublesome e

*  No constitutional safeguard cas

be —
bles” is not true, We have nat. and will not,
favor such x proposition. What we do favor

L.
F. SERRER.
New Haven, Aug. 29, 1899,

Rotten International Machiniate
Officers.

TO THE PEOPLE.—! msee In to-day's
“World” that Camercn, of the lnternational
Machinists’, hax made a false statement.
When referring to strike at Rand Drill Works
at Tarrytown, he sald tha® sameo has been set-
tied satisfactorily to both sides. The truth is,
that this specimen of a labor delegate had a
RATTOW escape the night he patched up the”
sirike at Tarrytown., The Strike Committee
and about sixty others are blacklisted, and
the majority of the other members of the L A,
of M. pow say they will return their cards.
Grand Master Machinist O'Connell made the
same ¥tatement & few weeks agn at Clarendon
Hall, before he satled for Ireland.

In regard to strike at Suilivan's, they were
out one week and all went back scabbing.

In Morris Helghtsa. where a strike was de-
clared to shortea houra from ften to nine,
things look very bad, and (he members of the
1. A. of M, have started tu go back to work.
Some left that place and secpred jobs, work-
Ing the good old ten hours and receiving 50
cente a day less than before. The company is
trausferring some work to other shops, where
their former men are now for less
wages. 1 am through with this kind of trades
unlonisrm, and think it high time for machin-
ixts to leave that rotten organization and
the Alllance. A MACHINIST,

Yonkers, N. Y., Aug. 28,

LETTER-BOX.

Off-hand Answers te Correspons
g dents.
[No ptd will Se dered that come
In anonymous letters.  All letters must carry
& bona fide signature and address.]

J. C. 8., PHILADELPIIIA, PA.—That's not
to be regretted: pot In the sense you mean.
Of coursc. if the Philadelphia and the San
Francisco "T.{ebluu‘ had been bona fide So-
clalist papers, then their hostility would be bad.
But that’s begging the question. Hed they been
bona fide they would not have been hostile.
Had the Philadetphia paper had
years ago the Party would to-4ay have been
swamped by the municipalization reformers a
Ia Glasgow: had the San Francisco paper had
its way the Party would have been knoeked
off its center by maudiin Debsism,
them In turn had to be tusslod with, and, as
they could not choose but come off second best
they feel sore. T3 secure their friendship the
Party's principles would have had to be made
subservient to their material interests. There
is where tuey “died.”’ EVERYTHING is subd-
servient to the Party.

M. M., CHICAQO, ILL.—~The case of name-
changiug with Sivbodin turne out to ba more
remarkable yet. Not only did he change his
first name, Abraham, and not only did ha drop
the “offsky'’ frem bis family name, but he did
more. When he started the changing he
dropped the “*Abraham,’ not for ‘‘Henry," as
he now calls himuelf, but for ‘‘Leon,'’ and he
called himself “‘Leon Slobodin' down to the
night of his “‘election’” as National Secretary.
From that time on, however, he has been call-
ing himself “Henry.” Probably the fool im-
ogined that by tuking the Party's’ National
Becretary's first name of “‘Henry'' he also ae-
quired that comrade's capacity, character and
standing.  This instance of name-chan
throws quite a littlo light on the calibre
thesn name clunpr-. and thereby helpa as &
wartlog to the Party.

J. \H., ELIZABETH, N. J~--The financ
standing of THE PREOPLE will be publ
on_October 1, the first quarter, and will con-
tinue to be published from quarter to quarter,
as before. That there will be a deficit s prob.
able, seeing the heavy expenditures the Party
was put to in erder to continue the paper
after the ‘‘Volkszeitung' plant, which, every
speek, belongs to the Party, was stolen. But
THE PEOPLRE will live, while its counterfel
together with the “Volkuzeltung' itself, wil
be dead, the former soon, the latter later, but
yet in measurablo time. You may be easy on
all these scores. Subscriptions are pouring in.
The time hus passed when the Party could be
kidnapped or strangled.

G, Di- 8., BOSTON, MAES.—Drop him. He
is worthless. The Party Constitution (Chap.
IV., Sec. 1) Is explicit, Upon the suspensinn of
- an old and the election of & umporlrz K. B,
C., “such action, with the reason thersfor,
must be submitted TO A GENERAL VOTE OF
THE PARTY.” The English language is not
abla 1o express more clearly, t is in
thia clause, that the appeal lies direct to the
Party membership and not to the Board of
Appeals, Your man is invoking the Consti-
tution against the Constitution when he claims
that he and all of us must bow before tho de-
cision of the Board of Appeals, chlmlnf the
Constitution provides that tho Board of Ap-

enls must “‘settie all diiculties in tho Party.'*

he Party was too wise to conslder such a mat-
ter as the suspension of & N, E. C. and the
¢lection of a temporary one. A ‘‘difficulty In
the Party” of the sort that it contemplated
should be dealt with by Boards of Appeal, and
it expressly, by Chapter IV,, Sectian L, pro-
vldotP for the tribunal that should first and
for all deal with such matter, The tribunal
that it provided Is thg whole Party member-
ship itself,

Look out for the man who seeks to cloak
violations af the law with false co ons
of the law itself, The man who strikes thy at-
titudo of reverénce for the law so that he may
stab the law is either hopelessly ignorant or
hopelessly corrupt. Let him go!

its way two

F. R.. BUFFALO, N. Y,~The “Volks-
zeltung’'s’ attitude of ever trying to bulkl an
S. L. P,, and thereby exposing itself to gelting
into hot water, does seem con {ctory--say
that it is contradictory—but it is not mere con-
tradictory thau so many acts of capitalist so-
clety, which notedly bristles with oontnnie;
tions. The fact Is that the “Volksseitung'
cannot live without It has a Soclalist hrt; as
a _tender. The *Volkszeltung’’ knows how
nordid the pure and simple unions are. These
unions have their own men—walking delegntes,
label committeemen, strike committeeinen,
ete., otc.—who have ample use for all the
unions' funds. such sources much van-
not be expected. By means of & Soclaliat '
however, 5 bod{n ','5""- cnt:.uhm and ‘wﬂnoo
tion, funds un can
the ““Volkszeltung,' lnhouh'%oo lasy und toe
poitroonish for the struggle and activity im-
plied in a politicyl, especially a Socislist "
feols constrained to set up one or dle forthwith,
Hence IQIK Kangaroo s. 1. l'.mvl’leh, h:vum.
being & Kangaroo afair, rove & sorry
aoncy-ﬂumr. That explains the contradie-

on.

“COMRADNR,” JERSRY cm. 'K. J.~Den't
Tet glut error, or, possibly, intentional sephis-
try mislead you. It is not “the factions in one
that has “‘thrown the Party jato von-

furion.
la‘:mm;uu.mmn-un-

8] .

In the second, whatever fusion there 'was
recently, or i claimed to exist now, is not the
product of ‘‘the factions in one Section,” but
the product of the confusion in
some and the impurity that was t s
others. Had all the sections been al
clear ard sonnd. then the “factional fight in .
Section New York" would have been squele
in no time, and Kanga! would have bedn
nipped In the bud. Moreover, facts are uow
eoml:l u:hloum ';lnt v“mn that what gt
‘was but outbreak of & e-ugunr
a year's standing, during which a brisk corve-
spondence was being carri Philad

ttsburg, Cleveland

d agal
Sk 1oe marme of & FACTION. the
to factio

y nists'' of Ph l“drlll.
cago, Cleveland, and to the “factionist

Pittaburg, to re them al
cnl‘;:n to the *
York alone.

the Party against treason,
coupled with that rational
not tol dal fr

ever, the enly protection,

NOTICE OF PRIMARIES,
RICHMOND BOROUGH, 5
A Primary and Counvention of the ME
Labor will

held at W t's Hall,, Jewett avenus, Port
lkw‘ .’ﬂ‘ua-d lnuﬁ N. t‘.cm Sat-
for the porpose of slectisg delegates At HOM:
ipating ten to Be voted at the odmos

Ni ber

PLEL
-mu::unammm.‘
‘ trou-
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CALL FOR A GENERAL VOTE.

To Tng MEMRERS OF THE SOCIALIST
LABOR PARTY,
COMRADES: —

The following resolutions and amend-
ment of Section San Francisco, Cal.,
have recelved the endorsement of 12
Sections, namely: Peoria, Ill.; Belle-
ville, T1l. (partial endorsement only);
Bakersfield, Lompoc, Santa Clara Coun-
ty and Riverside Cal.; Columbus, O.;
Adams, Mass.; Omaha, Neb,; Wichita,
Kan.; Baltimore, Md., and Gloversville,

N. Y.
RESOLUTIONS. .
HEREAS, The Socialist movement
Orzler New York, which is the seat of our
National Executive Committee, ix at present in
& state of great disruption and is split up into
s number of antagonistic factions; and,
WHEREAS, The demoralization prevailing
at preseht in New York has brought our Na-
tional Organization into such great disorder
that the existence of the entire Soclalist La-
bor Party ix threatened; and, : =
VHEREAS, We ure at present confront
hyv'-HE:ou dangerous condition which makes
it immaterial for the movement at large as
to which faction in New York Is right or
wrong, but which brings most prominently to
the front the important question of how to
restore order iu the ranks of our P.tny; there-
fore, be It e .
RESOLVED, That we, the Central mmit-
tee of Section San Francisco, S. L. P., in reg-
ular ! bled, d d that a Natlon-
al Convention of the S. L. P. be called im-
mediately for the purpose of restoring peace
and order to the Party, and of deciding upon
all questions relating to the welfare of the
8. LI

RESOLVED, That we recommend Chicago as
the place for the holding of our Natlonal Con-
"anuom 1 to all Sections

.VED, Thal we appea all Sec
of the !s' L. P. of the U. S. of America to
call special meetings und endorse thix ste for
the holding of an early convention an the
settling of all disputes that have arisen in the
P

Rt AMENDMENT. i
San nef A
B‘:E%OL ?ofl?e‘lt"t‘::: u!;':c :;Z:hl convention be
held not later thun November
Sections of the S. L. P, in favor of this resolu-
tion are asked to irmmediately endorse it and
‘orward such endorsemei® to H. Kuhn, Sec-
reary of N. E. C., 61 Beekman street, New
york City and to Section San Franclsco, 915%
Market street, San Francisco, Cal.

The propositions having been en-
dofsed by more than 5 Sections in three
different States, they are hereby re-
ferred to a general vote. But in sub-
mitting them, we find it our duty to em-
phatically advise against the adoption
of the same, and to lay before the mem-
bers our reasons for such advice.

This proposition canuot be adopted
without seriously crippling the Party in
its regulat work.

The Party must hold a nominating
convention at the time when the Presi-
dential canvass begins to attract atten-
tion. Nominations made at unusual
times are apt to be contemptu-
ously forgotten, after enjoying & pass-
{ng attention such as is given to crank
movements In dull season. Our cam-
paign cannot be stimulated by the na-
tional convention unless the convention
takes place at a time when national
{ssues recelve general attention, and
when thelr issues have become suffi-
clently defined to be met.

The adoption of any proposition look-
ing to the calling of a national conven-
tion during the present year would,
therefore, mean that between now and
July, 1899, two conventions will have
to be held. That should be understood
when the vote is taken,

Is it possible for the Party to hold
two conventions within the space of 10
months, and make both representative
and successful? The Sections know that
it is not. For Sections of less than fifty
members, unless they happen to be
situated very near the convention city,
the expenses of one delegate will
amount to more than the total of all
the local dues during that period. And
nine-tenths of all our Sections have less
than 50 members. -

If the holding of a special convention
should, nevertheless, be attempted, it Is
evident that it would only be made re-
presentative at the expense of the regu-
lar convention of 1900—that is, at the
expense of our real work. I

The gravity of this danger might in-
fluence some Sections to reserve thelr
resources for next year's convention
and refrain from sending delegates to
the special convention. The effect of
such u consideration would not only be
to make the special convention less re-
presentative, but to keep away from it
Sections that have the success of the
Party most at heart, and whose atten-
dance is, therefore, most desirable.

Those Sections that would consider
it their duty to secure representation

" at both convention® would be compellad
to restrict thelr expenditures for agi-
tation purposes, so that under all cir-
cumstances the proper work of the
Party would be crippled, and its growth
in voting strength impeded.

All these objections apply with added
force to the proposition to hold a spe-
cial convention on or before November
:’ll. a fow days before the next election

ay.
' A convention held at this time wotld

also cripple this year's campaign. The
Party is engaged in an active campaign
in the States of Kentucky, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York,
Ohio and Pennsylvania. These seven

. States contain one-half of the total
number of Sections, and they cast, in
1:08. 50,000 of the total Soclalist vote of

The holding of this convention before
November 1 this year means that the
Party’'s resources shall be drained, its
campalgn work -Interrupted at the
Ireight of the campaign in the most im-
portant Section of the movement's pre-
sent flald. It means that the Party
shall be prevented from making that
lhb'll" t the next election that It
can make, and that {t ousht to be as-
sisted In making by the whole Party
of the county.

And it is proposed to-lay this extra
burden on the Party, after a period of
extraordinary sacrifices enforced upon
it by the necessity of the defence
against & traitorous conspiracy! !
It seems to ua that, in view of all the

iwn

1, 1899, All "

circumstances, the proposition shows
a recklens disregard for the best inter-
ests of the Party. Nor can it be claimed
that the drawbacks of tne proposition
are outweighed by considerations of
necessity. The attempt to show such
necessity, made in the "*Whereas” por-
tions of the resolution of Sectlon San
Francisco, Is as much at variance with
truth as with Party loyalty.

The resolution is at variance with
truth when it alleges that we are con-
fronted by a most dangerous condition,
that our national organization has been
brought Into such great disorder, and
that the existence of the entire So-
cialist Labor Farty is threatened.

The nutional administration of the
Socialist Labor Party is in every re-
spect “regular;” it has been orderly con-
stituted and is working strictly and or-
derly in accordance with the. Party's
constitution.

We aéniit there might be a “regular”
S. L. P. organization, which, if it did
not represent the spirit of the Party,
would no more be the real Socialist
Labor Party than a kangaroo would be

a lion, though he was rigged up in l‘

lion's skin.

The essence of the S. L. P. lies in its,
uncompromisng ¢faithfulness for the
revolutionary class interest of the wage
workers. Its essence lies in its deter-
mination to concentrate the workers in
a revolutionary organization that will
never swerve until it has accomplished
what it promises—the emancipation of
the working class from exploitation and
oppression; that will be satisfied with
nothing but substantial results; that
cannot be turned from f{ts path by
either the brutzl or the insidious tac-
tics of capitalism, neither by terrorism
nor by deceptive concessions or treach-
ery. The essence of the S. L. P. lies in
the recognition of the fact that any
but a clear-zimed revolutionary move-
ment must be abortive; that, therefcre,
all interests or influences antagenistic
to the revolutionary must be eliminated
from the organization of the working
class, and thut only in so far as the or-
ganization has become completely eman-
cipated from all such influences is it
making any genuine and secure pro-
gress,

1f ever the Socialist Labor Party or-
ganization should fall into the hands
of an administration that did not repre-
sent its revolutionary essence, but was
antagonistic to it, no degree of techui-
cal regularity would make such a thing
the genuine Socialist Labor Party. In
such a case the spirit of our movement
would require the Party to contemptu-
ously kick aside the kangaroo posing in
the stolen ilion’s skin; or promptly sup-
plant the “regular’ fraud by an admin-
istration loyal to the revolutionary es-
sence of our movement, and thus insure
the continuance of its uncompromising
coursge,

. Even in such a case there would be
no demoralization. A clear-aimed rev-
olutionary movement is not demoralized
because its official machinery is tam-
pered with, Otherwise it would be at
the mercy of the ruling class that may,
through tricky election laws and other
abuse of power, pack with its agents
the administration of any labor party.

In such a case there would unavoid-
ably be some temporary disorder, and
that might make the holding of an im-
mediate convention necessary,  not to
“restore peace'’ with those who had
sought to sidetrack the Party. No, the
purpose would, on the contrary, be to
consolidate the membership more thor-
oughly in the determination to resist
all attempts at diverting the movement
from its true course.

The experience of the Party in the
“Volkseitung' conspiracy does not pre-
sent any conditions that justify the call-
ing of a special convention. The con-
spirators did not only fall in their main
purpose—the derailing of the Party
from its straight revolutionary lines,
but they could not even produce dis-
order. The Party machinery has con-
tinued in the hands of the regularly
constituted administrators, the affairs
of the Party have continued to be or-
derly conducted; the Party’s principles
have continued to be fully upheld. The
Party has continued intact, both in its
organized form and in its revolutionary
essence.

Where, then, is the “disorder?”

In an editorial published by the *“Class
Struggle,” in explanation of the motion
of Section San Francisco, this statement
occurs: “There is a double-headed na-
tional organization and two national
organs bearing the same name. What-
ever your opinion or mine may be as to
which is right or wrong, the fact re-
mains that some Sections recognize one
head, some the other, and some neither,
+ « « » This is chaos and confusion
worse confounded."

So, there is chaos because the ‘Volks-
zeitung"” conspirators did not imme-
diately collapse after their defeat, but
were desperate enough and had means
enough—derived from the newspaper
property that they stole from the Party
~—to set up an opposition outfit, and,
because they got “some’ Sections to re-
cognize that outfit!

Section San Francisco does not claim
that the said “some’’ Sections were jus.
tified in recognizing the opposition out-
fit; in fact, the Section has admitted
that they were not, since it has not
joined them itself, >

No Section could be in doubt as to
the fact that the National Executive
Committee, regularly elected in March,
1899, fully represents the Party's will,
or as to the purpose of the “Volks-
zeltung” being to overthrow the Party's
will both in the matter of the Party
press and of the Party policy. This
was made perfectly clear by the very
first acts of the pretenders—their at-
tacks on the Party’'s trade unfon policy
and their support of the “Volkszeitung”
corporation in its lasvsuit for the abso-
lute ownership of THE PEOPLE.

Sections that could be led to recog-
nize a set of pretenders, whose purposes
were so manifestly hostile to the Party
cannot be coasidered as reilable con-
tingents of the Socialist Army. Those
who did so, gave their support to the
enemies of the Party, and may be pre-
sumed to have done so because they
sympathized with the purposes of those
enemies. This presumption is indead
the only possible explanation for their
readiness to accept the claim of regu-
larity for the proceedings of the Bowery
meeting on July 10th, a clalm of the
absurdity of which o::: :ll:n“ at the
Party’s consdtution sho have -
isfled them. s

Section San Francisco does not claim
that ;.Iuo number of Sections revognizing
the *“Volkszeitung's” party outfit is
large. Those who have followed the
Party preis know that it is not. It is

impossible that it should be large. If
those who sympathize with the com-
spirators in their antagonism for our
uncompromising, revolutionary tactica
constituted a strong minority in the
Party, these tactics would not have
been pursued as aggressively as they
were, the Party would not be what it
is.

The alleged “disorder.” *chaos” and
“confusion” resolve themselves into
this: There was in New York a minor-
ity element, moved by interests and in-
fluences utterly irreconcilable with the
very essence of our movement. That
element became more and more rebel-
llous against the Party’s policy; it
sought to prevent the Party from liv-
ing up to that policy; It was an element
of discord and disorder while it was in
the Party. It sought to get control of
the Party for the purpose of overturn-
ing its policy. After failing in accom-
plishing this by regular methods, it
attempted to do so by the illegal and
violent plan carried out on July 10th,
and since by utterly ignoring the pro-
visions of the conmstitution applicable
to the case. Thelr plan failed again,
and the discordant element was landed
outside of the Party. In New York the
previously divided house was restored
to order. The element of disorder, hav-
ing fafled to capture the house of the
Party, set up its own house; it could
do so because of its stolen hold on the
Party's newspaper property.

There were in a few other clties of
the United States elements also moved
by influences and interests irreconcil-
nble with the Party’'s uncompromising
tactics. The circumstance that the New
York conspirators had been able to set
up an opposition home, fitted out in
imitation of the Party, served those
other discordant elements as a prétext
to refuse recognition of the regular
Party house, and show their true colors
in open rebellion against the Party pol-
icy that had ever been intolerable to
them. .

The “disruption’ that had taken piace
is the separation of discordant elements
from the Party. The Party has got rid
of much disorder that existed in its
ranks, and the path has been cleared
for marching ahead in & more than ever
aggressive and unshakably solid revo-
lutionary phalanx.

We find it quite natural that the
“Volkseitung” conspirators should very
much dislike to see the Party proceed
on its way, without being disconcerted
by their futile ambush. They must
wish the Party to show the effects of
their attack. Having failed to van-
quish it, they must wish it to appear
weakened, )

It Is natural for them to exaggerate
the injury they have done. And those
who speak, as Section San Francisco
does, of the Party as being in a state
of disorder, confusion, chaos, play into
the hands of the conspirators. The
eagerness of the latter to make use of
the San Franclsco proposition is signifi-
eant.

We urge upon the members the im-

portance of showing firmness in dealing
with this situation. It would be offer-
ing & premium for schemers and trai-
tors 'if the impression should go forth
that any desperate gang of such may at
any time—even in the height of a cam-
paign—throw the }arty into hysterics,
cause it to exhaust its resources and
bring its work to a standstill,
. The Natlonal Executive Committee,
although it could have, under the con-
stitution, insisted that both time and
place of the proposed convention be
treated separately, conclued to treat the
matter as a special proposition and to
submit it to the membership, stating
the reasons why such a convention is
not in the interest of the Party and why
the propositioa should not be sustained;
the committee did so, believing that the
bulk of the Party’'s membership is nei-
ther hysterical, nor at a loss to under-
stand and size up the situation at this
late day.

The San Francisco proposition re-
solves itself into three distinct points
to be voted upon, as follows:

1. Shall a special national convention
be held?

2. Shall such convention be held in
the city of Chicago, 1117

3. SHall such convention be held not
later than November 1, 18997

This vote shall close on the 10th day
of October, 1899. Reports must be in
on or before that day, so that the full
result can be published in the issue of
THE PEOPLE dated October 15th,

The reports will be published succes-
sively as they come In each week, and
thus give indications as to how the vote
is running.

Reports must be made in figures on
special voting blanks that will be sent
to every Sectlon. .

By order of the National Executive
Committee, S. L. P,

HENRY KUHN, National Secretary,

61 Beekman street,
New York City.
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THE CRUSAING TIDAL WAVE.

The Masters—ihe rank and
file—are being heard; and in
unmistakable noles, too; and
through the regular channels,
besides.

Qn last Wednesday, the 6th instant,
by noon, 18 additional Party organiza-
tions added their strength to the tidal.|
wave that now drowns the recent foul
réactionary conspiracy against the
Class-Conscious Movement of the Pro-
letariat in America.’

STATE COMMITTEES.
. California.
Colorado.
Indiana.
Kansas.
Maryland (State Convention.)
Massachusetts.
Minnesota.
Michigan.
Missourl,
New Jersey.
New York.
Ohio.
Pennsylvania.
Rhode Island.
Texas.
Virginia,,
‘Washington.

ALABAMA,
Section Birmingham.

ARIZONA,
Section Pheenix.

CALIFORNIA,
Section Los Angeles.
Section Arroyo Grande.
Section Lompoc.
Sectlon Santa Clara County,
Section Vallejo.
Section Watsonville.
COLORADO,
Section Denver.

. Section Grand Junction.
Section Leadville.
Section Montrose.

Section Olathe,
Section Ouray.
Section Pueblo.
Section Rockvale.
Section Russel Gulch.
Section Williamsburg.

CONNECTICUT,
Section Bridgeport.
Section Hartford.
Section Milford.
Section New Britain.
Section New Haven.
Section New London.
Section Rockville (American).
Section Rockville (German).
Section South Norwalk.
Section Stamford.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
Section Washington.

ILLINOIS,
Section Collinsville,
Section East St. Louls.
Section Glen Carbon.
Section Jacksonville.
Section Peoria.

INDIANA,
Sectlon Indianapolis.
Section Muncie.
Section Richmond.

~KANSAS,
Bection Pittsburg.

KENTUCKY,
Section Loulsville.
Section Newport.

MARYLAND.
Bection Baltimore.

MASSACHUSETTS,
Section Boston.
Section Cambridge.
Section Chelsea.
Section Everett,
Section Fall River.
Section Haverhlll.
Section Holyoke,
Section Lawrence.
Section Lynn.

% Section Medford.
Section New Bedford.
Section Peabody.
Section Salem.
Section Somerville,
Section Stoneham,
Section Taunton.
Section Woburn.

MICHIGAN,
BSection Detroit.
Section Holland.

MINNESOTA,
Section Duluth.
Section Minneapolis.
Section St. Paul.
Sectlon West Superior.

MISSOURI,
Section St. Louls.

NEBRASKA,
Section Lincoln.
Section Omaha.

NEW JERSEY,
Section Essex County.
Section Hudson County.
Section Passaic County.
Section Sussex County.

NEW YORK,
Section Albany.
Section Auburn (American and German
branches). ;
BSection Batavia.
Section Buffalo.
Section vollege Point.
Section Gloversviile.
Section Greater New York.
= Bection Mt. Kisko,
Section Newburg. P
Sectiop Oneonta. p
Section Peekskill.
Sectlon Pleasantville,
Section Poughkeepsle.
Section Richmond Borough (located in
Greater New York).
Section .Schenectady.
Section Sing Sing.
Section Onandaga County (Syracuse).
Section Tarrytown.
Section Troy.
Section Utica.
Section Woodhaven (located in the City
of Greater New York).
Section Yonkers.

OHIO,
Section Akron.
Section Butler,
Bection Canton.
Section Cincinnatl.
Section Columbus.
Section Dayton.
Section Glouster.
Section Lima.
Section Massillon.
Sy
Section Allentown.
Section Blyth::d:ln'
e,
Section Braddock (i ¥
Section Braddock (American).

Section Buena Vista,
Section Dubols.
Section Erie (German).
Section Fayette City,
Section Figart.
Section Grove City.
BSection Homestead.
Section Houtzdale.
Section Jeannette.
Section McKeesport.
Section Pittsburg.
Section Roscoe.
Section Shenandoah.
Section Stoneboro.
Section Sutersville.
Section West Newton. .
Section Yohogany.
RHODE ISLAND,
Sectlon Burrilville.
Section Central Falls
Section Cumberland.
Section Pawtucket.
Section Providence.
Section Woonsocket.
TEXAS,
Section Austin.
Section Fl Paso.
Section San Antonio.
VERMONT,
Section Barre (American).
Section Barre (Italian).
VIRGINIA,
Section Newport News.
Section Richmond.
Sectlon Roanoke.

WASHINGTON,
Section Pasco.
Section Seattle.
Section Spokane,
Section Tacoma.
Section Whatcom.
Section Woolley.

WISCONSIN,
Section Milwaukee.
Section Sheboygan.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Meeting of September 5th, with P.
Murphy in the chair. Absent on agita-
tion work, and excused, Keep. Finan-
cial report for week ending September
2nd showed receipts $90.58; expendi-
tures (including bill for Almanac sup-
plement), $306.05.

B. F. Keinard reported about his
work in Ohio. He finds the Sections
of the State loyal to the Party, had
good meetings in many places visited,
and reported also about the work of
reorganization in Cleveland, the re-
organized Section starting with 58
members. The Ohio State Commlittee
reported the result of the general vote
ordered by it on the action of the joint
Section meeting, at which a majority
voted to recognize the Kangaroo com-
mittee. Results show that even in the
city of Cleveland the Kangaroos were
beaten on the general vote by a majority
of ten, while in the State outside of
Cleveland, they had but very few votes.
Secretary reported to have had a con-
ference with Comrade Max Forker,
who had come down from Buffalo for
a few days. Forker suggested the ad-
visabllity to issue a separate edition
of the Buffalo Arbeiter-Zeitung, dis-
tinct from the local issue, from which
purely local features are ellminated and
Party features substituted, and that a
contract be made with the Association
guaranteeing Party control over this
jssue., Contract submitted and ap-
proved. Copy ordered sent to Buffalo,

Section Minneapolis, Minn., sent
word, in the form o fa resolution, to the
effect that at' last Section meeting the
stand taken previously in recognizing
the Kangaroo committee had been re-
scinded. Section Milwaukee, Wis., sent
resolutions favoring special national
convention as proposed by San Fran-
cisco, and refusing to submit the gen-
eral vote to its members. The Sec-
tion has been notified that a Section
has ne right to disfranchise any one of
its members; that its only function in
a general vote is that of a conveyor of
the vote to Its members, and that it
must give its members a chance to cast
their votes if they wish. Gloversville,
N. Y., and Kansas City, Mo., reported
similar action, and are to be notified
in the same manner; the latter Section,
in a resolution, setting up the claim
that the National Executive Commit-
tee has no right to submit any question
to a general vote, nor to suspend any
Sectlon. The Section being rather
young in the Party, evidently is not
aware that, ever since the existence of
the Party, the National Executive Com-
mittee has always submitted to a gen-
eral vote questions of such welght, as
it did not care to itself decide; and that,
likewise, Sections have been suspended
when they took a treasonable stand
against the Party.

. Charters were granted to: Norwich
and Sidney, N. Y.; Cleveland and Col-
linwood, Ohlo; Priceburg, Pa.

The following Sections reported vote
on Board of Appeals and Cleveland mat-
ter: Lincoln, Neb.; Muncle, Ind.; Su-
tersville, Blythesdale, Jeannette, Figart,
Fayette City, McKeesport and eWst
Newton, Pa.; Seattle, Tacoma and
Whatcom, Wash.; Akron, Ohio; Peek-
skill .and Albany, N. Y.; Passalc
County, N. J.; Peabody, Taunton and
Medford, Mass.; East St. Louis, Mo.;
Woonsocket, R. L; Duluth and Min-
neapolis, Minn.; West Superior, Wis.;
Richmond and Roanoke, Va.; Russell
Guich, Colo., casting a total of 392
votes in favor and 28 against the ques-
tions submitted. With the figures re-
ported before, this makes a grand total
of 1350 for and 61 against. The follow-
ing Sections reported their vote on
Pittsburg resolution and Yonkers
amendment: Figart, Pa.,, 7 for, npne
against; Richmond, Ind., none for, §
against; Sutersville, Pa., 9 for, none
against; Duluth, Minn., 12 for, noune
against; Woonsocket, R. I, 5 and 7
for, none against; Richmond, Va., 9
for, none against; Birminghai, Ala.,
12 for, none against.

Sections Lincoln, Neb.: Duiuth,
Minn.; Yonkers, N. Y.; Woonsocket,
R. L; Richmond, Va., reported their
vote for Danlel De Leon, delegate to
Alllance Convention, with 64 for, none
against,

J. J. KINNEALLY,
Recording Secretary.

YONKERS.

Primaries of the Soc!alist Labor M
City of Younkers, for the purpose of
ing or electing County and Assetbly detes
and city officers, will be held on ¥ =
Sth, In all the 7 wards comprising thy .
between the hours of 7 and 9 P, % o
l“\’"é htsw;rd.“-l Riverdale

Vard, at No. B'way, Ird Wa
tage Place; 4th Ward, =t 19 w:’m'
Sth Ward, at 4 Oak stroet: 6th Wa L &
Ashburten avenue: Tth Ward, at Gebe
m'-Bs.'rd)llll.(thur Road.

y order of the Campaign C .
the S. L. P. of the rll'ynot Yo
M. KOWARSKY, @

A HALL FOR HOMESTEAD,

Section Homestead will run a pleaje
day. September 17:h, to raise money
oishing its hall. We have been six
the field, have accumulated a little
taking in new mombers and are solld
party in the present trouble,

Sections in and around Pittsburg
us a lift by visiting on September 17th, - g
rade John R. Root will speak for us

occasicn.,
JAMES LAWRY, Org

Trades” & Societis” Caleale

Standing advertisements of Tradeg {
and other Societies (not exceeding
will be inserted under this heading
at the rate of $5.00 per anoum.

Organizations should not lose wueh
lponuully of advertising their places of
ngs. ¥

GENERAL OFFICE, SOCIALIST W
AND LABOR ALLIANCE: 23 Duape
Room 96, New York City. Gen
tary: Willlam L. Brower. Finan
tary, Murphy. General Executive
Meetings: 1st, 3rd and Sth Th
fugs at 8§ p. w. Secietary Board of
.\Plu Keller, 1016 Hope street, Phil
2.

DAILY PEOPLE CONFERENCE meety
second and fourth Monday, at 8 P,
98 Aveuue C, New York. Z

i i E. SIFF,

____.’.Gz'_(uul street, Fluaiclal Secrely

SECTION ESSEX COUNTY, S L B
County Committee representing the
meets evely Sunday, 10 & m., in
of Essex County Socialist Club, 78

fleld avenue, Newark, N. J
HARLEM

SOCIALIST CLUB, h

of 3id and 33d A. D.’s, S. L. P.,
110th street, New York. Business m
every Thursday. Free reading room
from 7.30 p. m. ta 10.30 p. m. every
Lnx. Subscriptions for this paper

ere,

MUSICAL PROTECTIVE ALLlAN
1028, D, A. 49, S. T. & L. A, Headqusg
79 Iust 4th street. Meetiogs every
at 12 o'clock noon, Fred. Hartma
fdent; Aug. Lantz, Corr. Sec'y,
4th street. WA

NEW YORK MACHINISTS' LOCAL
T. & L. A., meets every second and

Sunday, at 10 A. M., at 523 E. Ity

Secrelary K. “'l"b?r!-.

PROUGKRESSIVE CLOTHING cu -
AND TRIMMERS' UNION, L. A. @ of &'

& L. A. Headquarters, 64 East #h s

Labor Lyceum. Regular meeting"

3d Thursdays, at 8 p. m.

SKANDINAVIAN SECTION, 'S, L. P, M

second and fourth Sunday of every
at 10.50 o'clock a. m., at Teutenla 1
Roums, 168-160 Third avenus, New
City, Subscription orders taken for
Scand. Soclalist Weekly, Scand. Ame
betaren.

SOCIALIST SCIENCE CLUB, 8. L. P..
and 3th A. D.'s, Southeast cor. of ‘{
and 3d Ave. Meeting overy Friday at$

WAITERS' ALLIANCE “LIBERTY,”
S. T. & L. A. Office, 11% Second svelil
Telephone Call: 2321 Spring. Moeets oW
Thursday, 3 p.gm. : Py
WORKINGMEN'S = EDUCATIONAL
14th Assembly District. Business
every Thursday evening, at § o'claie!
the Clubhouse, 528 East 1ith street.;’
lish lectures every Sunday evening. f
ing alley and bilHard room opea
evening. Visitors welcome.

H. W. BEADLE, Agent.
79 DUANE ST., NEW
DIEBOLD SAFE a LOCK
PRICES LOW. EASY TERMS.

¥ ¢
8¢ cClcAR B¢
72 AVE. B,, New York

A box of 25 sam sles sent to any ndd

the U. 8, dpon receipt of one Dollar.
Exclusive Territory lo Agenis.

Telephone Call, 1823 S8pring.

.
JULIUS HAMMER, &
.« Pharmacist ,.

304 & 306 RIVINGTON ST,,
COR, OF LEWIS §T.,

Ask for S.T. & L. A. Label.

NEW YU

DALLY PEOPLE CONFERENE

Moeets on MONDAY, Sept. 1ith, at 8
28 Avenue C.

G
Every party orgauization should send $8
gates, who should not fall to attend, -
portant b to be t d
JULIUS HANNKER,
Becs
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Enterta.inmmt& Rece
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GIVEN BY THE

16th Ass. Dist., S_.L.“i

Ar'l‘nmownnoon.
28 Avenue ©

Saturday Evening, Sept. 16, ¥

For the Benefit of the Campaiga F
Tickets, admit one, - - - - 18

. Reception and Ball
Delegatesof the4th Annual Convention of the S.T.&

SECTION NLW YORK, S. L. P.. aad '
s DI TRI.T ALLIANCE 49, S.T.
' At ARLINGTON HALL, 1323 St. Marks Piace, N. Y. Gity,

SATURDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 23,

Music BY L. A. 1008, 8. T. &L A
PROCEEDS

A

FOR THR CAMPAIGN FUND,

Tickets 25 Cents cach, including but
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