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TO WIN THEIR OWN EMANCIPATION

's Paper

Prieel"iyeCuls

(Translated from the Danish by
(Arthur Jensen.)

Prices are golng up. 1t is becom-
ing more and more expensive to live.
It I8 requiring a constantly increasing
i amount of money to purchase the

same quantities of necessities, Money

is of less and less value.

It s & movement which has been
going on steadily and gradually
through generations. But during the
last few years it has suddenly and
violently scquired speed to an alarm-

. Ing extent and there are no signs that
it _ll golng to stop. Quite the con-
_ trary.

Workers Suffer First

And here as on all other occaslons
it 18 the Working Class which must
sufter before anybody else. The
purchasing power of wages is con-

~ stantly diminishing, The same wages
are worth less than they were just
a few years ago. Even where wages
during the last ten years have in-
creased in Dollars and Cents it is in
many instances doubtrut whether con-
ditlons have actually become better,
whether to the iucreased wages there
s not a corresponding decreased
quantity of use values to be purchased
for the wages, so that the result is
increasing instead of decreaning pov-
erty. For it is cleax.that if the price
level has risen twenty per cent while
the wage level has risen only ten per
cent, that . conditions are becoming
worse instead of better. The wage
worker’s family whose yearly income
has Increased from one thousand to
‘eleven ' hundred - crowns is in fact
worse off than formerly,

Food Facts

During the last few years a violent
increase in prices has manifested
itself throughout the capitalist world
and not least here at home . (In Den-
mark.) Every housexeeper can dis-
cuss this from her own personal ex-

perience, and the keen figures of sta- i

tistics Indicate with astonishing plain-
ness how fast the movement is ad-
vancing,

Information is avallable as to the
average prices pald for a series of
necessaries of life by workingmen's
wamilies in Copenhagen during the
period from 1897 to 1909 and an enor-
mous rise in prices Is found almost
without exception. The price of an
eight-pound loaf of rye bread rose
from 12,2 to 16.7 cents, a pound of
butter from 24 to 29 cents, a pound
of yeliow peas from 3.9 to 4.8 cents,
a bottle of “white ale” from 1.7 to 2.4
ceuts, & barrel of potatoes from $1.83
to $2.46 and a quart of coal oll from
3.9 to 4.8 cents. These eight commo-
dities have on an average during these
twelve years risen 35 per cent In
price. In other words, for every three
dollars formerly required to purchase
necessities, four dollars are now
needed.

~ Furniture Too

Also the purely industrial products,
clothing, footwear, household goods,
furniture and the like, have on an
average increased in price though It
is especially among these commodi-
tles that advancing methods of pro-
duction would seem to act toward a
cheapening. When It is constantly
becoming easier and cheaper to pro-
duce a commodity one would also
expect that the price of that commo-
dity would decline,

‘And Reat

And finally, the third chief item on
a workingman's family budget, the
house rent, is showing an alarming

By Gustav

L3
Worldwide

‘It is apparent that & tremendous
rise in prices is taking place here (In
Denmark) as well as all over the
world, a rise which oppresses and
rests heavily on the homes and con-
sumes the main portion of the fin-
crease in wages which has been
gained, and In many Instances even
more. (See Editor's Note below.),

And all over the world the rising
prices have given rise to deep con-
cern and grave discussions.

In the Austrian Trades Unlons sug-
gestions have beem made toward
establishing wage scales which would
rise and fall with the rising and fall-
Ing commodity prices—a sort of
*sliding scale" which, however, would
not he determined by the PRO-
DUCED commodities as is often the
case in England but by the changing
prices of workingmen's necessaries of
life. Theoretically the idea is quite
attractive but it would undoubtedly
be difficult or impossible to carry it
out in practical life.

Trusts Did It

In the United States of America
the rising prices have given impetus
to a popular movement against the
monopoly of the trusts, The trust
magnates' systematic limitaticn of
production is regarded as the chief
cause of .the increased cost of living.
As a counter move & systematic boy-
'cott has been made on the products
of the meat trust in order to force
the big capitalists in this manner to
cheapen ' their goods.

In other countries the co-operative
movement is reaping the larger part
of the benefit from the rise in prices.
The "“middle man"” is regarded as the
cause of the ‘constantly increasing
prices and it is hoped that the move-
ment might be broken by establishing
co-operative stores which would do
away with the !middle man" and
bring the goods direct from the pro-
ducer to the consumer. J

All of this has In itself its great
fmportance. For it is quite certain
that the national and Internationsal
capitalist combines raise the prices on
first one commodity and then on an-
other, now within a certain district
and then again over the whole capital-
st ‘world, and any limitation in the
monopoly which they exercise over
the life of production would bring the
working class population great econ-
‘omic advantages which would not be
underestimated. A healthy develop-
ment of the co-operative movement
would also be an economic advan-
tage by doing away with the “middle
man.” (The author here seems to
overlook his = previous admission
that wages have correspondingly in-
creased, as {rideed they must increase
if the standard of living is to be main-
tained. Co-operative stores, if they
cheapen commodities, will prevent in-
crease of wages—Editor of “The
Workingman’s Paper.)

Temporary Expedights

But even if these remedies were
applied to the furthest extent possible
they would not be able to place any
permanent check on the rillnx move-
ment of prices.

For when the price level is going
up, not alone on & few things but ex-
tending over the pntire variegmted
mass of numberless commodities, not
alone for a brief period but as & link
in an endless continued movement,
then there can be but one cause,
namely, & displacement of the common
measure for all values, for all prices
within capitalist soclety. In fact,
COMMODITIES HAVE NOT GONE
UP, BUT MONEY HAS BECOME
CHEAPER, GOLD HAS LOST IN
VALUE. :

mon measured by money-—gold. The
value of gold reflects the value of all
other comomdities. If a pair of boots,
four bushels of wheat, a dining room
chalr, etc,, are each worth ten crowns
it is only because the same amount
of social labor is required to produce
each of these commodities as is re-
quired to produce & ten crown gsld
plece, or one one-hundred and twen-
ty-fourth of a pound of gold, or about
four grams of pure gold. Gold as well
as every other commodity gete its
value by the socially necessary lahor
which is required In its production.

Gold

It is the value of gold which is bal-
anced against the values of all other
commodities. On one side of the
scales is placed, one by one, the var-
fous commodities the price of which
is to be found, on the other that
quantity of gold holding the corres-
ponding value. It is such a weigh-
ing which automatically takes place
in trade and the result is the prices
we must pay for our necessities.

A permanent and general change
in price can be brought about only

In two ways. Either by a change in
the value of commodities, as, by
virtue of technical ch ithd

easler or more difficult to produce
them—requiring, for instance, twelve
or elght hours of work where it
formerly required only ten. Or—and
here we have the answer to our ques-
tion—BY A CHANGE IN THE VALUE
OF GOLD ITSELF, as the labor time
required to produce a certain quan-
tity of gold, /say four grams, has
changed.
Value

As the value of gold changes, so
change, as a matter of course, the
prices of all other commodities, ex-
pressed in gold, that is, in Dollars and
Cents, If by a new and more mod-
ern method it becomes poasible to
produce the same quantity of gold
within shorter labor time than be-
fore, then rises the money price of
all other commodities,

That ten crown gold  plece one
brings to market, has less value than
before. Therefore it can not buy as
much as before. That pair of boots
which formerly could be bought for
ten crowns, because it contained as
many labor hours, now must be sold
at a higher price—twelve or fourteen
crowns—if it is to be exchanged
against its own value, For each
single commodity placed on the scales
an increased quantity of gold must
be ply:ed on the other side before
it balances. The price level as &
whole has risen. The public must
pay more for all of its necessitles
than formerly.

The explanation {for this general
increase in prices is to be found In
THE IMPROVED METHODS OF
GOLD PRODUCTION.

Old Methods

The manner in which gdqld was
originally produced was extremely
primitive. The sand which contained

gold, as a rule found close to the sur-
face of the ground, and generally at
river beds, was gathered in vessels
and washed by running water so that
the grains of sand were washed away
while the heavier gold went to the
bottom of the vessel. But it was only
where a very large amount of gold
was contained in the sand that this
method could be used profitably and
& large part, often far more than half,
of the gold was lost In the process.
Gradually a large number of improve-
ments were made. The tools became
better, and the results of researches
in chemistry came into use. It had
been discovered that quicksilver would
absorb gold and this discovery was
utilized. Quicksilver was mixed with
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electric currents, ‘lo latter method
of which has just lately come Into

use. The cyanide’ glves the
opportunity to expldit with great profit
sand and dirt which under the earller
method was without value.

It it contains only'@:lwde or four dul-
lars worth of gold per ton it can be
profitably used, and In the gold reg'ons
practically inexhaustible quantities of
such raw maturial'is found. y

The cyanide was first ap-
plied in piaetical gold mining in 1891
in the “Rand district” in South Africa,
where mining, technieally, has reached
a_ higher developmént than any other
place. Two years:. later the process
was transplanted idto North America
and from there to Australia, Russia and
the others of the world's gold pro-
ducing regions. It has since passed
through a series of improvements, all
tending to increase labors’ productiv-
ity, thus making it possible to pro-
duce a constantly {mcreasing quantity
of gold with the same quantity of
labor power, H

Other Improvements

The cyanide m'oeeu is the most im-
portant of those Inventions which dur-

‘ing late years hup created entirely

new conditions for the production of
gold. Other technical advances have
also taken place. The increasing ap-
plication of mechanical motive power
has made it posaible to work profit-
ably the deeper and harder layers
which under the earlier methods were
almost Inaccessible.

Where the gold {8 found in moun-
tain sides, masses of dirt and rock is
loosened by streams of water which,
under a  tremendsus pressure is
brought from higher gsituated lakes
and rivers. And, what has become of
tremendous Importance, especially in
portions of North America, such as
Colorado and Idaho, is the enormous
progress In the production of lead
and copper. The gold is found here in
great quantities mixed with the other
metals and is extracted as waste ma-
terial, practically without extra cost
of production.

Effects

In this manner the value of gold is
sinking from year to year for every
new technical advance, facilitating the
work and decreasing the expenses of
its extraction. And every decrease
in the value of gold, even the smallest
pne, means that we, all over the
world, must pay more money for the
same quantity of life’'s necessities,
clothing, house rent and all other
commodities,

But among the commodity prices
there is one which has a character,
pecullarly its own. - This is WAGES,
the price of the  commodity, Labor
Power. A special condition I8 neces-
sary for the rise ‘of this singular com-
modity price. For while the other
commodity prices adapt themselves
purely mechanically to the new con-
ditions, the demands of the wage
workers for more money for their
labor power meets with the strongest
opposition on the part of capital and
a direct and consclous actlon is here
necessary to bring about a rise. What
is necessary for the Wage Worker, is
a sclentific conception which capital
seeks to diminish as much as possible,

Clear Yiews Needed

‘When the capitalists; during a period
when the Increase in prices is as
strong and general as at present, re-
sist Increases in wages, it means that
they are in reality striving to reduce
wages, to force down the standard of
living of the Working Class below its
former line, to drive the Wage Work-
ers into deeper misery.

Therefore, it has never been as
necessary as just at present that' the
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Folly of the
Emp_l_oyers

THE MACHINISTS' STRIKE,

For an 8-hour day on the Pacific Coast.
Public meeting heid. Other Unions
express sympathy. Good attend-
ance and stirring speeches. ‘ False
claims of Metal Trades Association

in Dally papers exposed.

A meeting in behalf of the striking
Machinists in Seattle was held in the
Labor Temple, Friday evening, Aug.
19th, It was only advertised on the
afternoon of the same day, and no
notice appeared in the Evening “Star.”
Still there was a very good attendance
and there was no lack of interest. The
speakers were A. L. Lane, business
agent of the Machinists’ Union at
Seattle; Mr. Atkins, president and or
ganizer of the Bollermakers; Wm.
Hannon, International vice-president of
the Int. Machinists' Union; and Stuart
Reld, general organizer of the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor.

Business Agent Lane sald he could
remember the 1l-hour day in some In-
dustries and could distinctly recall
the time when all the Bullding Trades,
barring the Plumbers, worked 10 hours
a day. And now, he sald, we have the
9-hour day throughout the United
States and Canada and over 100,000
members in the Machinists’ Union.
“Our progress may seem slow year
by year and month by month, but we
constantly galp and we keep what We
win., Now for an 8-hour day on the
Pacific Coast. That is the present
fight. In Los Angeles, we have our
martyrs in jall for violation of an or-
dinance passed by the city council
forbldding picketing. Wher we learn
to vote right, we will never have any
such ordinance-as that passed, (Ap-
plause). The police will not order our
pickets to move oa as they do now.
Don't belleve the reports you see in
that Bungtown Blatter, the “Times,”
which is always against organized
labor. It prints whatever Garrison,
the walking delegate of the Metal
Trades Assoclation, wants published.
He reported, for instance, that 98 per
cent. of the force they had on June
1st are now at’' work. Then why did
they offer the first man from Chicago
$6 a day? And why offer $25 bonus
for men to stay? And why not men-
tion the fact that 4 men have just
walked out of Moran's? The brothers
should not be misled by newspaper
reports. The Metal Trades Associa-
tion is out after public sentiment, their
last resort.” i

Vice-President Atkins: “We must
get together, just as the Iron Trades
Employers get together. If all the
rest of the Iron Trades would come
out and help the Machinists, they
would win in short order. But I am
as sure as I am standing here that
the Machinists will' win this strike.”
(Applause.) :

International Vice-President Hannon
was greeted warmly, when he called
attention to his own seedy appear-
ance in contrast with what they had
been led to expect from the news-
paper descriptions of the rich and im-
portant personage who was llving off
Labor as the walking delegate of the
Machinists. He declared it to be the
duty of all allled trades, Machinists,
Shipbullders, Pattern Makers, etc.,
to join together to win an 8-hour day.

“Why did Garrison pay $59 fare
to each of the 17 men he recently {m-
ported from Chicago, if they have all
the men they want, and if, as they
claim, there {8 no strike in Seattle?
When those 17 got to Seattle, and saw
how the conditions here had been mis-
represented to them in Chicago, 16 of
them refused to go to work, and the
17th, an old man, sald to the pickets:
‘You're right, boys, I didn't know and
1 will only work long ercough to get
back to Chicago.’

“l am greatly encouraged the last
few days in this strike. I never saw
a better chance to win in any fight in
this-country. By God, I will never say
quit until we have established an 8-
hour day.” (Great Applause.)

Stuart Reld was announced by the
preceding speaker as “the best speak-
er in the Labor Movement in the U.
8." Shaking his shaggy, black mane,
and striding up and down the floor,
in strong Scotch accent, with ringing
volce of great range, he jerked out
his vivid descriptions and thrilling
appeals. He was listened to with the
most marked enthusiasm, though he

e | did not finish till 11 o'clock. "

He made one point by calling for

-|latures and in congress. .

TAULTS JUNK

P e L

Lack of time to scratch over the
junk piles—capitalist newspapers—
this week, is liable to make my collec-
tion of curiosities rather shorier than
usual this week.

R

Affairs in the Labor Party are go-
ing on swimmingly. The movement
is straight proletarian so far, and If
the spirit dominating the organization
now persists, it will remain so for all
time. No one but authorized dele-
gates from the various unions of the
city are admitted as delegates, and all
taking any part in old party politics
are summarily ejected. This was evil-
denced again at the meeting of the
party. held last Friday, when a dele-
gate who had been working for the
nomination of a certain candidate for
prosecuting attorney on the Republi-
can ticket, was sent back to his union
and a request made that another man
be sent to take his place. This dele-
gate made the plea that in all prob-
ability the Labor Party would not
nominate anyone for prosecuting at-
torney and so he was acting within his
rights, but it didn't go. The Labor
Party is a party of labor, and of labor
alone, and no capitalist party politi-
clans are wanted or will be allowed.

At this same meeting of the Labor

Party, Mr, Stuart Reid, General Or-
ganizer for the American Federation
of Labor, working in this district In
the interests of the Allled Metal
Trades Unions, addressed the dele-
gates of the Labor Party on the neces-
sity for political action along class
lines. Mr, Reid said in part:

“When Stevenson placed the first
locomotive ‘The Rocket’ on the track
for its first public trial, an old lady
carefully inspected the queer contrl-
vance, and after due deliberation sald:
‘It will never go.’ After which Stev-
enson climbed in the cab, opened the
throttle, and with a puff and a roar,
the engine went on Its way at the
magnificent speed of about six miles
an hour. The old lady looked on with
astonishment, and when she got her
breath exclalmed, "It will never stop.'
And that i{s the way the capitalist
politiclans who are working in the
labor unions regard the Labor Party.
They say now, ‘It will never go.' But
it is going. And after a while they
will say, ‘It will never stop.’ And I,
for one, hope that is so.

“As an evidence of the necessity for
political action, and of the power of
political action and to show the grow-
ing spirit of working class solidarity,
I will cite Los Angeles. When 1 first
went there in the present strike we
used to go down to the shops and ad-
dress the bare brick walls. The men
did not dare to show their heads at
first, but after we had spoken a short
time the workers broke down the doors
and climbed through the windows to
leave the shops and formed in line and
marched to the strike headquarters
and eorolled as union men to fight
for better conditions, But after a
time the ‘GOO-GOO’ mayor (the Goo-
Goos are the Good Government Lea-
gue) forced to some drastic actlon by
his owners, the capitalists of the city,
for all the damned old parties are own-
ed body, soul and breeches by the
same people, issued a proclamation
against street speaking. In the course
of the next few days at a meeting of
more than 2500 workingmen a Labor
Party was formed and the mayor
couldn’t get around fast enough to
withdraw that proclamation.

“You have been told almost from
the beginning of trades union organiza-
tion that politics Is ‘bad for the union.'
Watch the man that says that. Watch
him, and see if he isn't looking for &
job as dog catcher or as a deputy
sheriff whose main duty is to rob
widows and orphans of their last pen-
nies and throw them out into the street
at the behest of capitalist owners of

business without interferenge from
you. A factory owner once sald that
to me. I whistled and every man in
his shop came out and left him to run
his own business. Then he found out
who really ran his business.

“We workers have our one com-
modity to sell, our Labor Force. We
have the same right to set our own
price on it, as the storekeeper has to
set his prices on his goods. And be-
cause we do that, they call us anarch-
ists and undesirable citizens.

“The Capitalists are forcing work-
ing men into politics to protect them-
selves. ‘Whom'the gods destroy, they
first make mad.’ And the employers
on this coast, In Los Angeles and Se-
attle, are certainly courting their own
destruction, Under their Insane arrog-
ance and tyranny, you workingmen
will yet have your own men in legis-
(Tremend-

mm)

their means of life. He doesn't want
you to have anything to do with the
real kind of politics that will get you
someihing, because it might keep him
from getting his job as dog catcher.

“You have been told that the A. F.
of L. is against politics in the union.
The A. F. of L. s opposed to the con-
nivance of the clieap dog catching, de-
puty sheriff kind of politics in the
union, that tries to use our influence
for the capitalist parties, but it does
favor Independent political action that
is designed to drive out the hirelings
of capital and put into office men who
toll with thelr hands and who will act
in the interests of those who toll for
a living.

“The idea has been drilled Into us
from birth that the Amerlcan work-
Ingman is the most intelligent in the
world. And he is. The only trouble
with us {s that at the same time the
idea has been drilled into us that all -
that intelligence belongs to the fellow
who hires us for wages in the morn-
ing and so we use it brilllantly for him
all day and at night go home and
leave it locked up In the box with the
rest of the tools. Brothers we must
use a little of that great intelligence
that is ours for ourselves.

“Again the man who wants to keep
politics out of the union will tell you
about the philanthroplc- employer—if
you got what was coming to you the
philanthropic employer would not be
needed.

“We cuddle ourselves with the idea
that our particular employer Is gen-
erous and will hand us something ex-
tra if we are particularly good in our
work, and you can bet that this {dentl-
cal generous employer {s handing us
something all the time—right In the
neck, No, our interests are not identl
cal. The employers' interest is to skin
you to the limit and your Interest
is to keep from being skinuned. You
must inevitably clash in the skinning
process.

“And now ! ask you, brothers, not to
be union men 364 days in the year
and scab on the 365th. It is better a
hundred times to elect a workingman
than a member of the professional or
manufacturing classes. Elect men to
office who depend on you, and If they
don't line up you can take them out.

“Go in as working men. You've got
the brains, you've got the intelligence,
you've got the vim, and you've got the
numbers, The Interests of working-
men are ldentical as workingmen., No
power on earth can defeat you if you
march forward in solld phalanx.”

Delegate Lyle, of the Cigarmakers,

says: "We've got no more time for a
business administration than any
other. It's always the business ad-

ministration that brings forth the good
things that we get in the neck.”

In reply to Comrade Tuck, of Cali-
fornia, who, in a recent issue of his
paper, “The World,” of Oakland, takes
umbrage at my remarks anent him in
this column some time ago I would
say: Yes, Comrade Tuck, when the
Soclalist party ceases to represent
proletarian Soclalism, as evidenced by
the nomination of a kreacher for
governor and his campaign of the state
in an automobfle furnished by an-
other “proletarian” members of the
party, get out and support Labor
on the political fleld, when it Is to
be found organizing for political ac-
tion regardless of all other parties.
Soclalism is not a name, it is a fact,
and the most important fact in connec-
tion with it is the unity of labor for
political and Industrial action along
class lines. That is the alm of the
Labor Party of Seattle, and in that It
is nearer to Soclalism than the Soclal-
Ist party of California, which is go-
ing to emancipate the working class
behind its (the working class’'s) back.

That the Soclalist Party of this
state is the only “real representative
of labor on the political fleld” is
shown by their selection for candi-
dates for judges for the supreme court.
They are Edwin J. Brown, advertising
dentist and police court lawyer, who
is an extensive employer of Japanese
labor and who but recetnly had his
offices remodeled by scab carpenters;
Samuel Sadler, 2 non-union machinist,
and Wm. E. Richardson, who falled
miserably to come to the front with
assistance for the I. W. W. in thelr
free speech fight in his home town,
Spokane. Organised Labor should
surely support this aggregation to the
limit. Not!

The Brewery Workers are trylog to
mske J. G. Fox & Co. them
and hope all workers will assist in the

good work.
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Labor Prodﬂces Tiventy-F our Billion Dolldp's Worth of Goods per Year

(Bee U. I.Omu!qnﬂlfclﬂoo)

$24,000,000,000

Enough to give every person, man, woman and child, in all our Seventy-five Millions of Population 3800 apiece.
children—would have $1,500 a year.

What Labor Gets -- One Quarter

Box)

]

Every family of five—father, mother and 3

(Represented by this upper portion of the

Six Billions Worth - $6,000,000,000

Twenty Million Productive Laborers (with one or more others, children
or aged, dependent on each) average $300 a year, $6 a week. Barely enough
to live on. i

This is all the laborers can get because they compete with one another °
for the chance to work.

The Law of Wages works incessantly to keep their pay close down to the
existence line. High prices or low prices make no difference. They get &

living—no more, no less,

What Capital Gets -- Three Quarters

(Represented by this lower portion of the Diagram)

Eighteen Billions Worth-- $18,000,000,000

Ten Million Capitalists, who do no productive labor, get this three-
quarters of Labor’s Product for nothing. It is Unpaid Labor, the Surplus
over the laborer’s necessities of life.

This Surplus of Unpaid Labor, Eighteen Billions a year, is what all the
world is fighting over. The Big Capitalists, the Plutocrats, a million or so
of them, get the most of it. The Little Capitalists, the Middle Class, eight
to ten millions of them, are fighting hard to get more of it for themselves. The
““Insurgents’’ represent the Little Capitalists. - The ‘‘Standpatters’’ represent
the Big Capitalists.

But the Working Class, who produce all this wealth, have no interest in

‘‘Insurgents’’ or ‘‘Standpatters,’”’ Republicans or Democrats, or any other
Capitalist Class struggles over this mass of Unpaid Labor.

The only interest of the Working Class is to keep .the Wealth they create,
to perform no Unpaid Labor, to save themselves being robbed of this vast
Surplus of Eighteen Billions a year.

This is the one Great Red Fact for the Workingman to learn.

No other issue counts.

The Tariff, high or low, will not prevent Unpaid Labor.

Direct Legislation will not stop Unpaid Labor.

Co-operative Stores will not abolish Unpaid Labor.
Postal Savings Banks will not touch Unpaid Labor.

' Conservation will not reach Unpaid Labor,

_ No Capitalist platform will ever mention Unpaid Labor; for without Un-
paid Labor there would be no Capitalist Class.

- 'No one but the Working Class, those whose labor goes unpaid, wxll ever
:top this mpmdou robbery.

e : ' Workingmen, yon millions.on millions of workingmen, how long will you

g A ; go unpaid? Stand up together and take.your own. The world waits for

; l your united strength. You can do what you will, if you only recognize ybur
power.

: “Ye are many. They are few.”’
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they are less at the mercy of uctdcnt. they have at
secure. The proletarian, who has nothing but his two hands, who
sumes today what he earned yesterday, who is subject to

chance, and has not the slightest guarantee for being
barest necessitles of life, whom every crisis, every whim
ployer may deprive of bread, this proletarian is placed
volting, inhuman position concelvable for a human being.

“The ‘slave is assured of a bare lvelilhood by the ‘lall-l.nunlt
his master, the serf has at least a scrap of land on which to live;
has, at worst, a guarantee for life itself. But the proletarian
depend upon himself alone, and is yet prevented from so applying his
abilities as to be able to rely upon them. |

“Everything that the proletarian can do to Improve his position is

must count himself fortunate when he has saved his life even for a
short time; and his character and way of living are naturally shaped
by these conditions. ¢ '

“Either he seeks to keep his head above water in this whirlpool, to
rescue his manhood, and this he can do solely in rebellion against the
class which plunders him and then abandons him to his fate, which
strives to hold him in this position so demoralizing to a human being;
or he gives up the struggle against his fate as hopeless, and strives to
profit, so far as he can, by the most favorable moment.

“To save Is unavailing, for at the utmost he cannot save more than
suffices to sustain life for a short time, while if he falls out of work,
it is for no brief period. To accumulate lasting property for himself
is impossible; and, If it were not, he would only cease to be a working-
man, and another wouid take his place. What better thing can he do,
then, when he gets high wages, than live well upon them? :

" “The bourgeolsie is violently scandalized at the extravagant living
of the workers when the wages are high; yet it is not only very natu-
ral but very sensible of them to enjoy life when they can, instead of
laying up treasures which are of no Ilasting use to them, and which In
the end moth and rust (that is, the bourgeoisie) get possession of."—
From “Condition of the Working Class in England in 1844, three years
betore Engels and Mark together wrote the “Communist Manifesto.”

- The Eclipse of Marx

The modern Christian declares Jesus his master and model, yet in prac-
tice ignores ‘the ethics of Jesus. The modern Soclalist accepts Marx as his
Economic Master, but ignores the central teaching of Marx.

That Jesus was an altruist it did not need Tolstol to show, His “Turn
the other Cheek,” and his “Love your Neighbor,” were embodied in his life
and pre-eminently in his death. He was a real miracle of sympathy, if his-
toric, and an equally miraculous ideal, if literary only. In either case, those
who belleve in him profess to follow him. He is their great exemplar.

‘What a miracle of Inconsistency is John D. Rockefeller as a disciple of
the meek and lowly Nazarene; or Archbishop Ireland; or the ordinary busi-
ness man, let alone the soldier or policeman. It actually seems inconcelv-
able, this acceptance of the ideals of morality contained in the Sermon on
the Mount and this practice of Jungle morality in the flerce competition of
the commercial world. Yet the Christians seem un I of the hid
incongruity. Rockefeller continues to “love Jesus” and kill his competitors.
Millions go to church every Sunday, and practice “The Devil take the hind-
most,” every week day.

In a precisely similar way, the professed followers of Karl Marx treat
their master’s main idea. They praise Marx to the skies as the greatest of
all scientific economists, as the only man who has revealed the true secret

- of Capitalist society. They rejoice at the translation of the last volumes of
his masterplece, “Capital,” into English, and hasten to put all his works on
their bookshelves. Soclalists are just as proud to be Marxians as church-
men are to be Christians,

Now, what is the main {dea from end to end of Marx's “Capital”? In a
single phrase, it is Unpald Labor, That is his own favorite expression, as
much as Love is the keynote of Jesus, According to Marx, Capital itself
i{s produced and reproduced in continucus cycle from Unpald Labor, Ac-
cording to Marx, when a man is pald his wages, a surplus product of his
labor, over and above his wages, is withheld from him by his employer with-
out any compensation, taken from the wage-worker for nothing. In simplest
‘form, if you are pald Two Dollars for your day's work, 'your employer retains
* & surplus for himself out of your day's product equal to another Two Dollars,
more or less. This Surplus Product, this Unpald Labor of the immense
number of Proletarians, or Wage-Workers, is the very source and secret of
Capitalist accumulation. Here is the real confiscation, the real robbery,
compared with which all the so-called graft and thievery and corruption
are the merest drops in the bucket. In fact, all these other forms of graft
are only subdivisions of this one original graft.

. o

All that seems simple enough. There is nothing mysterious or recon-
dite, profound, philosophical, learned, in that plain proposition, that the
surplns & laborer produces above his wages is captured by his employer with-
out the payment of & cent. That Is indeed the very proposition which every
wage worker will understand most naturally, For it is more and more of his
product, higher wages and less hours of labor, that every worker Is con-
cerned to get, and that all Unions fight to obtain. Unconsclous of the Great
Economic Fact that Marx wrote his masterplece to elucidate, and which he
spent his life to get the Working Class to understand, the Working Class
{tself has organized its industrial armies to attack this Citadel of Capital
In truth, there is no better confirmation of the Marxian economec analysis
of soclety, than this agreement of his theory with the actual development
of the Proletarian tactics.
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Why, then, is not this Prime Economic Fact, which is the pivot of all
the scientific achievement of Karl Marx, pushed to the front by his pro-
fessed followers? Why, for instance, in the Platform of the Socialist Party
of the U, 8. in 1904, was there only a single reference to the fact of Unpald
Labor, and this reference dragged in as a subordinate clause, “above its sub-
sistence wage”? And it may be said here, that this clause was only inserted
at the instance of the writer of the present editorial. The omission of the
whole fundamental Theory of Socialism was entirely and quite unconsclously
overlooked by all the rest of the Platform Committee, consisting of such
representative Socialists as Debs, Mallly, Herron, Hillquitt and Berger. Pre-
cisely as an Ecclesiastical Conference or Synod will pass through a week's
sessions and omit all reference to the Essentialness of Love to the Christian
Community, so the Conventions of political Soclalists gather and debate and
adjourn 'without once mentioning the foundation principle of Proletarian
Emancipation, namely, the Abolition of Unpald Labor.
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‘We call this the Eclipse of Marx, as we might call the practice of the

modern church the Eclipse of Jesus. Of course the reason the church

Adolf Anderson ™" Grocer

i
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Party

tarian fight with

tages as are obtainable from the Capitalist Class at present, and more espe-
clally to force to the front of the battle-line that tremendous issue, The Abo-
lition of Unpaid Labor, the Total Abolition of Unpaid Labor.

The Middle Class Rebellion

(Reprinted from our issue of April 9, 1910.)

Aside from the Trusts themselves, the most conspicuonus phenomenon in
the United Btates today is the Rebellion of Small Business against Big Bust-
ness.

Pinchot versus Ballinger is at bottom Small Business 'rebelling
against its exclusion by Big Business from all business. Gifford Pinchot him-
self said last Christmas: “For whose benefit shall the national resources be
conserved, for the benefit of the many or for the use and profit of the few?
The great conflict now being fought will decide.”

Ballinger and Taft have Blg Business behind them. There is no practical
doubt Ballinger was selected for his cabinet position by and for the enormous
Capital invested in Metal Mines, in order to insure to the Guggenheims and
their associates the possession of the Alaskan treasures of copper and coal
Pinchot's contention is that these treasures should be retained by the Gov-
ernment s0 as to give equal oppertunity for their use to the “American Peo-
ple;” that is, to the small investor and prospector. He invelghs against “Ex-
cessive Profits from the Control of Natural Resources Monopolized by a Few.”
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There are many theorizers who, following Marx slavishly, claim the Mid-
dle Class is too timid to put up a fight for itself, that it is disintegrating and
has no future. But the American Middle Class has different traditions and
training from the “Petty Bourgeoisie” and small traders referred to by Marx.
The best representative of this American Middle Class is Theodore Roosevelt,
the Strenuous. No one will deny that he is & good fighter. Other words of
Gifford Pinchot have the ring of battle in them, as follows: “We have al-
lowed the great corporations to occupy with their own men the strategic points
in business, in social and in political life.” “The only thing to do with them
is to. fight them and to beat them.” That does not sound like timidity and in-
capacity.
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The "Insurgents” among the Republicans, like La Follette and Cummins
in the Senate and Norris and Poindexter in the House, with their Small Busi-
ness backing of Farmers and Merchants in the West, are only another mani-
festation of this Middle Class Rebellion.

The Bryan Democrats are another branch, though less capable and more
politic.

The vast growth and success of the cheaper Magazines In the last five
years s directly due to the fact that they voice the popular discontent with
the unparalleled development of the monopolistic trusts, *“Everybody's”
Jumped to a half-million circulation on the strength of Tom Lawson's fierce
attacks on “Standard OIL” The swarm of “Muck-Rakers,” like Charles Ed-
ward Russell, Judge Lindsey and Stannard Baker, are pald for and inspired by
the militant hosts of these Middle Class Rebels.

What will be the result? 1Is it possible for the Rebellion to become &
Revolution? 'Will this American Middle Class, consisting of millions of men
who have hitherto been sful in busi ; men selected and hardened
for conflict by their two centuries of experience as Ploneers; will they win
this battle against the comparatively small Army of Monopbly, Special Privi-
lege, Incorporated Wealth?

Those who glibly say they have no chance, because the Laws of Combina-
tion will defeat them inevitably, may have miscalculated social forces. For
the next step In the evolution of American soclety may be Government Owner-
ship in the interest of the Middle Class. “Conseryation” means, as Pinchot
says, that “our natural resources must be conserved for the benefit of the
many.,” The Government, by this plan, shall retain its ownership of the coal
fields of Alaska and of the power sites on streams, s0 as to forestall private
ownership and monopoly and to insure “Equal Opportunity.”

Suppose Roosevelt, on his return, with his immense popularity and genius
for forceful leadership, shall openly defy “Cannonism” and “Aldrichism” and
Taftism, there is no doubt he can be re-elected as the Napoleon of the Middle
Class Rebellion. He will have behind him a Congress overwhelmingly Middle
Class and Anti-Monopoly. What {s to prevent comprehensive legislation in
the direction of Middle Class Soclalism? Gifford Pinchot is now on his way
across the Atlantic to be the first to consult with the returning Roosevelt on
the Conservation Issue.

Bear in mind again 'what Pinchot sald in that remarkable interview of
his last December: “The Conservation Issue Is a great moral Issue. When a
few men get possession of one of the necessaries of life, either through own-
ership of a natural resource or through unfair business methods, and use that
control to extort undue profits, as in the recent cases of tiye Sugar Trust and
Beef Packers, they Injure the average man without good reason, and they are

.| guiity of a moral wrong.”

Such & call, addressed to the expropristed masses ¢t the Middle Class,
appealing to their interests and consclence alike, is certain to be recelved with
militant fervor. What right, it will be demanded, have the Morgans, the
Rockefellers, the Guggenheims, the Armours, to segregate the vast wealth
produced by this Industrial Age and to use it to debauch municipal councils,
state legislatures and courts, and even national officlals, creating a Reign of
Graft unexampled in all history?

. To this national question, put in the name of “The Common People,” and
of “The Right to Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness,” may arise an
instantaneous and overwhelming Middle Class vote M favor of the Restraint
of Monopoly by means of Government Ownership of the Monopolistic Trusts,
lnclndlnq the Rallroads, the Alaskan and other Coal Mines, the Oil Trust, the
Meat Trust, the Sugar Trust, the Copper Syndicate, and all other “Bad”

This will be “Bourgeols SBocialism,” the kind that has for its battle cry,
“Lat the Nation Own the Trusts,” the kind of Sociallsm that Bryan was
charged with in the last Campaign, the kind of Socialism that is growing
popular, the kind of Soclalism that Victor Berger and Samuel Gompers rep-
resent, and that the Soclalist Parties of both Europe and America are coming
to represent.
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Undoubtedly, such a Soclalism is reactionary both in itself and as com-
pared with the uninterrupted development of Monopoly.

It alms to preserve the present system of Capital and Wage Labor.
There is no suggestion in the program of Roosevelt or Bryan or Hearst or of
any other of these “Radical" spokesmen of “The Common People.” that the
appropriation of profit from the employment of wage workers saall cease,
that the competitive wage system shall be abolished or that there shall no
longer be a Proletariat. :

Rather, ‘their ideal is a Middle Class, capitalistic, free-for-all Paradise,
like the present, only the tyranny of Monopoly and of the Industrial Giants
shall be prevented by Public Ownership of those which have already attained
uncontrollable dimensions.

We call this reactionary, because it practically preserves the Status Quo
of Wage Exploitation and puts off to some distant future the Emancipation of
the Wage Class from its compulsory service to the Capitalist Class. A large
competitive Middle Class, based on Capitalist Profit ‘as at present, might
maintain itself indefinitely in power, because fortified by the enormons income

to be derived from the National Industries taken over from the Trusts, thus

relleving the Government from all necessity of dependence on Taxstion and

legislative Budgets; a condition which now exists in & modified form in Rus-

sla, Prussia, Japan and in all countres where Public Ownership already finds

owned Rallways, Telegraphs and other “Natural Monopolles.™ i
‘if the Trusts are aliowed to proceed to thelr “natural”
of industry into larger.

before the U. B. Bupreme Court, stated recently: . “The standard Oil Co,, If
‘permitted %o go ‘on undissolved, will own the business of the Nation In five
years.” . o i
hmyhothtcnnmthdromlcpowerhnomnthunow-’lﬁ‘
union of Middle Class elements in soclety can be effected strong enough to
withstand the purchasing and disintegrating influences of wholesale bribery.
The well known alliance of Big Capital and the Slum in our cities, like New

| York and San Francisco, polnt in this direction.

If such an economic supremacy of Great Capital has already been achleved,
and hence, if the Middle Class Rebelllon shall prove abortive, then Aldrich and
Cannon and Taft and Ballinger, and all the rest of the tools of Great Capital
In the State, are Indeed the servants of Progress, unconsclously hastening the
indurtrial organizsation of American soclety under the lead of the Captains of
Industry. I

To be sure, such & progress is won at the expense of personal liberty and
the extension of wage slavery, and the utter extinction of the entire class of
splendid fighters who have bullt America out of the wilderness.

Yet it is better that one Middle Class generation should perish than that
ten generations of Proletarians should live and dle in slavery.

When the Trusts have developed into The Trust, when all productive in-
dustry in the United States has been unified under one management, and the
Government is nothing but the repressive power of this centralized, syndicated
Oligarchy of Wealth, then the “Common People” and the exploited Proletariat
will be identical and have identical interests; and consequently will form a
vast and irresistible Revolutionary Class.

The sooner this centralization of economic and political power is accom-
plished, the better the prospect for such an exploited class being competent
for united and revolutionary action; for the present American Middle Class
or their children will make poor slaves and rebellious subjects.

Consequently, we regard it as desirable and progressive that the Present
Middle Class Rebellion should not succeed, that Bourgeols Soclallsm should
be exposed for what it is, an attempt to help the Class of Little Business to
perpetuate itself and to postpone indefinitely the day of Wage Labor's Emanci-
pation.
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The key to the immediate situation lles with the American Working

ds for its

The Middle Class Rebellion dep
the Wage Class.

The victory of Big Business and the abolition of Little Buslness also de-
pends upon the action of the Proletarians.

Itisa d that G s is contemplating the formation of a palitical
party to be composed of the Unions gffillated with the American Federation
of Labor, in combination with certain Farmers’ organizatons, alleged to num-
ber some three million voters. If this be true and such a party is formed, it
will be in direct line with the Middle Class -Rebellion outlined in this article.
For these Farmers' Unions are not organizations of the Farm Laborers, but of
the Small Farm owners. Their program goes no further than Public Ownership
of Public Utllities, combined with the Utopian demand for the Initiative and
Referendum, as if this method of voting were not more susceptible to control
by Big Capital than the present representative system.

The reactionary character of a Gompers political party, composed of Pro-
letarian Labor and Agrariesn Small Capital, Is sufficlently obvious. It would
easlly form a basis for the Middle Class Rébels to build their political rebellion
on. If the American Working Class is so little enlightened as to its own in-
terests and so lacking initiative as to follow such allen proposals, then indeed
the Middle Class may succeed in saving itself and In prolonging Wage Slavery.
it were far better to have the combination existing in S8an Francisco made
national in scope, namely, that Labor should unite with Big Capital and the
Slum to win political power; in which case, the Middle Class will go to the
wall, the Trusts will complete their efficient organization of soclety and the
Wage Class will be consolidated into a mighty, revolutionary and irresistible
soclal force,

on the co-operation of

And there you are. It ie up to the Proletariat.

If it follows the reactionary lead of Gompers and unites its forces with
the Middle Class Rebels, it may delay for many years the abolition of Class
Rule in soclety and its own elevation to equal participation in the benefits of
human invention.

But If it works with Big Capital to destroy the Milddle Class, root and
branch, with the greatest possible celerity; or if, better still, the Proletariat
shall act together as one man, both industrially and politically, for its owna
class interests exclusively, then it will display an historic initiative and mili-
tant hegemony, which will make for the most rapld evolution out of soclety
burdened with Class Antagonism into that assoclation, sure to come some
time, “in which the free development of each is the condition for the free de-
velopment of all"”
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He smiled

HBRMON F. TITUB 11«1 vvnereenssnsioossonsnansensansssasisnsnsss Hditor |Urbanely as he placed & chalr. “What

ERWIN B. AULT .....
ARTHUR JENSEN .....
n-nntlr,..........

R R

Frssmnesans

can we do for you this morning?” °
A-oemm a4 e T had bonx

since learned to wear neat black, and.

for protection, to go heavily veiled.
Contributars, but a would-be employe.
RYAN wuxn, INOW WOK 44w svoninnornornanswaiosbisnssnessn ORrtooRist “Well, and what do you think you
JOHN F. HART, Philadelphia ......... st e can do? Experienced?”
THOB, A, BLADDEN........ ...... t+essserrsessscaseesseo Portland, Ore| wyoy advertised for Inexperienced

ERNEST UNTERMANN .......... ...

A B, CALLAHAN ...v.i0ristsavensansassssvasne
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help,” 1 ventured.
The Boss Is Polite.

“Yes. Well, I guess ie don’t need

THE CAUSE OF PROSTITUTION [sr sox sor. we"wuat g “who
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Or Roosevelt On Women

know how to handle glue and work
neatly. Let me see your hands!"™

I pulied off my gloves.

“Hum-m! Those are rather dainty
hands, my dear. Lift your veil. I
like to see the sort or looking help

Anyone who reads the following reports of conditions among Working |y employ.”

Girls will know. for himself the Cause of Prostitution, In one word, it is

I threw back the folds of black

Unpald Labor. It is self evident the girl Who is paid only $3 or $5 a week | chimon,

is paid for only a part of her labor. She earns at least three times that.

“Why, you have real golden halr,

If she were pald all she earns, she would not need to resort to prostitution |haven't you? Half past 7 is the time

‘to get enough to live.

our girle come to worx, and you be

It 1s twaddle to talk about virtue for women or men o0 long as the Wages |here tomorrow morning.”

System continues. For understand Wages always means Unpald Labor. How

He agreed to give me $4 a week

are men and women whose dages never do or can amount to more than &|for working nine hours a day.

bare living, going to get married and raise families? And if they are unable to

“We try to be very good to our

marry, do you expect the imperious instincts and demands of sex will be girls, my dear, and pay them 1u§t
suppressed? Prostitution under the system of Capital and Wage Labor|what they are worth to us. Why,

is natural and inevitable.

one of them earns $9 a week! You
will be making blg money before

Yet listen to Theodore, the Apostle of the Impossible, in his ﬂrlt lpeoch long”"—with a smile that was prob-

in America after his return from Africa. Here are his words to ten t
farmers at & Grange meeting near cha. N Y., Tuesday, Aug. 23d, 1910.

d [ably PP d to be aging.
“My name s Ann Addams,” I said

“The Woman who shirks her duty as h

creature; Just as the corresponding man is a conumptlblo creature.”

pointedly as I rose to go, “and I will
report to the foreman tomorrow morn-

Fancy him, born rich, always rich, addressing that sentence to an audi-|ing.”

ence of Working Girls such as those described in these articles by Ann
Rather, with what infinite gladness
would they welcome motherhood, if their labor were sufficlently remunera-
‘tive to sanction it. Motherhood on Three Dollars a week!
velt has been called cruel on the Game Trails, but his Springfield rifle was

Addams, Do they shirk motherhood?

Uses Her First Name.
“Annie, Is it? Well, we'll do our

Colonel Roose-|hest to make you like 1t here, Annle.”

So this was what working girl

never halt go merclless to an African doe as his iron fling at Working Women | sionds of mine had told me they

of America for shirking motherhood.

Listen to his further Puritan twaddle:

sometimes had to face!
It was 20 minutes past 7 the next

“It is & matter of the highest|morning when I opened the door of

obligation for us to see that they (the functions of motherhood) are per-|the women's dressing room. It was
formed under conditions which make for her welfare and happiness and for|a Iittle place where a number of girls

the welfare and happingss of the children she brings into the world.”

were changing their street clothes for

We call this talk about “our highest obligation” the merest twaddle,|working garb, They did not seem to
because all Roosevelt's actions contradict his speech. For is he not support-{care how slovenly they looked nor
ing this System of Unpaid Labor? 1Is he not living off that Surplus Wealth [how torn and ragged their outer gar-
secured from the Unpaid Labor of Thirty Millions of Wage Workers, includ- |ments were.

fug the Working Women whose unpaid labor forblds motherhood?
. " &

Will the Wage Workers be decelved by such Middle Class Twaddle?

One of the girls, named Nellle,
came over to me.
“You're a new hand, ain't you?"

For notice this address of the ex-president was made appropriately and|was her greeting. “Well, you kin
significantly to the Grangers, an organization of men whose ownership of |have one of my nalls to hang your
land enables them to underpay their laborers exactly asithe factory owner|coat on.” She called the other girls'
does his. They are the backbone of the Middle Class in America, whose |attentlon to my washable frock.

especial champion Mr. Roosevelt s,

“Well, it's a dead cinch you ain't

He even alludes directly to the Farm Laborers as too migratory because |got no fellow,” laughed a girl with
of thelr uncertain and intermittent employment. In this connection he offers |wan white cheeks and glistening eyes.
some more twaddle, saying, “It is our duty and our business to consider the|“You wouldn't be seen on the street

farm laborer exactly as we consider the farmer;” as
the farm laborer and the laborer who is hired had the same interests,

+% & 9

' What kind of farmers Roosevelt has in mind is shown by his exhortation

if the farmer who hires|In that rig If you had. Bet you ain't

got no date on the corner for 6 o'clock
tonight!”
The girls filed out, leaving Nellie

to them that they should not for whatever reason, “go away to live in citles|30d me alone.

instead of working their farms.” These are farm owners who do not need

“Here, give me your lunch,” said

to work on their farms any more than Roosevelt needs to work in the|Nellie, as I :toodu:dry::g :Nchm
mines where he Is a stockholder. They make their profits out of those Farm |PetWeen the floor o)

Laborers, Mr. Roosevelt, and why should they not enjoy thelr leisure in the

She snatched up a plece of cord

clty, just as you enjoy yours in politics? They might just as well urge you|2nd tled my lunch to the rusty and
to give up your politics and work on the raliroad or in the mines from which |!0P-sided chandeller, where 1 then
your derive your income. They are Capltalists and don't have to work, noticed all the other lunches were
exactly like yourself. Therefore it {s pure twaddle to talk about their “duty” hung.

to live and work with thelr laborers.

In fact, Roosevelt is always vaporing about our dutles, as if any duty
could interfere with social and economic laws, He never seems to have
grasped the fact that no preaching can interfere with or transcend the laws
of soclal production. He {s absolutely ignorant that the Forces of Production
rule soclety in the aggregate as inexorably as Chemical Forces the molecular
world. He preaches against Classes in Soclety as wicked, proclaims it our
duty to disown such classes, just as the preachers unhut Galileo pro-

claimed it {mmoral to announce the earth’s revolution.
.

“The rats can't get It there,” she
explained. “You'll be hungry enough
by noon to eat it yourself.”

There were many more men in this
shop than girls, and we worked with
them, The pases were wood, and
were brought to me for the final sand-
papering.

Work Is Rushed,
The foreman kept dbringing me work

The Lnn of Capitalist Production have divided soclety into two classes, |faster than I could finish each job.

Capitalists and Wage Workers, the capitalists being distinguished as the

A girl who earned $9 a week on

appropriators of the unpald labor of the wage workers, The Capitalist|plece work was at a bench not far
Class is . itself divided Into two classes, divided, Uike all classes, by their |[from me. There were a number of
divergent interests. The Great Capitalists, the Trusts, seek to devour the [Other girls near her wao finished the
Small Capitalists, the Middle Class, and the latter fight to prevent their own |Work she and five or six other expert
annthilation.  Mr. Roosevelt belongs to the Middle Class, he fights for the |Plece workers began.

Middle Class, but with his limited Middle Class vision he fancles every one
In fact, he concelves the Middle 8¢t on plece work” Nellie had con-

else should fight for his Middle Class,

**There don't many of the girls ever

_ Class of Capitalists as the whole people, and from that conception he exhorts |fided to me one lunch hour. “I don't

members of all classes, plutocrats and laborers, that it is their “duty” to

act as mmban of the Middle Class.

know why, ghcy seem to work fast
and do it neatly, too, but there is al-

mmunmmumemmamwn. mvnrklumn can't do plece work. I've triéd to

wiil mot be deceived by it for very long.

Scripps
of the Wa.

They are reading such articles as |8t them to let me, but they won't.
these on the conditions of the working girls which we are quoting from the|T've

of newspapers, It is a tribute mamlnmmu
Mthuthhemﬁnﬂmumm‘m g
mmmumm.mmummwmmmﬁr

I'm still getting $4 per.”
It 4id not take me long to learn
trick of making every move of

stool that I could sit on. But such
attentions dld not increase my favor

a while, and though I made it a point
never to notice or speak to him unless
in answer to a direct question, as
usual he began to talk. Nellie had
warned me not to make him angry.

“He's mashed on you all right”
was her frank comment, “but if you
can get out of going anywhere with
him, | guess it. will be all right. You
will have to let him jolly you all he
likes in the lhop. it's 'his shop, you
know.”

This particular afternoon’ he an-
noyed me more than usual, and I tried
my best to show him that I did not
Uke it. I finally deliberately walked
away to the women's dressing room
and left him standing there. Pres-
ently he came up and started his
usual monologue.'

The Crisis Comes.

“Annle, you arée a good deal of a
fool., You are only a shopgirl, even
if you have hands that Jook like snow-
flakes. How would you like a dark
green velvet gown? You would be
beautiful in decent clothes, What's
the use of starving yourself on $4 a
week? I'll take you home in my auto-
mobile tonight—just as you are, In
your working clothes, though why you
don't fix yourself up to come to work
I don't see. . I'll be waiting for you
after the others are gone.”

It was Nellle who showed me how
to slip away through back alleys, and
she told me that no matter how much
I needed the money 1 should never
come back.

“You're good,” she said, “and you'll
have to g0, Men like that never stop
ml_ they get what they want, and $4
a week doésn't put much backbone
or resistance Into even the strongest
and best women, It's just downright
hell to be ‘pretty and be a shopgirl.”

The Factory Girl

Stoop-shonldered, with nearsighted
eyes, bent so closely over her work
that the wh!rllng wheels of her power
machine blo'l; her hair, Ellen barters
all the promise of her straight-limbed,
clear-eyed young womanhood for $4.50
a week.

For nine hours a day, six days in
the week, her eyes awver relax their
intense watchfulness over the dainty
and even stitching. Her hands and
feet never lose control of the power
sewing machine that roars relentless-
ly from 7:30 in the morn.ag until
5:30 at night.

In the room where 30 of us worked
were two long tables facing each
other, which served as the support
for the power sewing machines ar-
ranged 3% feet fipart, 15 on each side.
Between  the tables was a d

_mmmmt

1t's Too leﬂm
‘“It's too late now,” ‘she said, a faint

-mmumunmwwm-

ohuh."pooplodn’tmtmm

10| me—in their homes.”

By and by, after I had found my
volce agaln, 1 mtnnd one more qnu-
tion.

" “Do you expect to work here all
your life?” 1

“We sometimes marry,” she said.
“That is what most of us walt for.
We start in thinking we will work
till we get married.”

“But that old woman across from
me is not married, is she?” I asked.

The woman I spoke of sat huddied
in & chair. Her fate was wrinkled
and lined, her dull hair was twisted
into a tiny kuoot. Her thin knees
showed sharp through her fimsy
skirt.

“The ‘old woman,’" sald Ellen, “is
25. She has 'been doing this work 10
years, Bhe looks 50, doesn't she?
Before I look like that"—the young
girl's face took on a wild look—"I—
why—1 will kill myself!"” &

“Well, why not?” she asked, sul-
lenly, “When you're dead, you're
dead. There won't be the everlast-
ing roar of the machines, the pain in
your eyes, the paln between your
shoulders, the cramped feet and legs
from sitting In the same position all
day.”

What chance of marriage had she?
And what sort of man would choose
her?

She told me that at one time the
factory tried allowing the girls to
do what is known as ‘“plece work”
—that is, the girls were pald accord-
ing to the amount of work turned
out.

“But they did not keep that up
long,” said Ellen. “The girls made
too much money."”

The Ninth Hour.

‘When I applied to the forewoman
for the job, she told me that she
and the girls had been trying to “get
the ninth hour.”

“We work nine hours here,” she
sald, “and though I have told the boss
that the girls could accomplish more
on eight hours a day than on nine,
he won't give it to us.

“The girls are so tired they can't
do their best work during the ninth
hour. They lag and accomplish less
than during any other half hour of
the day.”

One night as “the power” went off,
and Ellen, with the rest of us, left
her machine, she stretched her arms
above her head, and lifting up her
worn white face, sajd: “Oh, God,
if we could just have the ninth hour!"”

It is only those who have been
members of that silent sisterhood of
factory workers who can understand
how truly her words were not sacri-
lege, but a prayer echoed in the heart
of every woman who has,run, on five.
hour stretches, a power machine.

The House Maid

There was a pecullar Interest at-
tached to being literally cast Into the
streets of a strange city, sick, friend-
less, and with only $2.36 In my pock-
et, by a woman who posed befgre her
clubs as a humanitarian and philan-
thropist with special concern in the
welfare of working girls.

This experience came to me when
1 was a housemald or “second girl”
in one of the homes located in a fash-
lonable and exclusive residence dis-
trict.  This woman, who keeps up
club appearances by writing papers

trough in which the girls dropped
thelr work. ' Underneath the table
were the whirling wheels and belt
run by electricity. e roar was so
great that I'could not make the gils
on either side nor across the table
hear me,

The machinery was old.

Ruined Eyesight.

Ellen told me that, though her eye-
sight was perfect when she went into
the factory three years before, she
could not see a street car in broad
daylight a quarter of a block away.

“Why don't you get glasses?” I
questioned.

“I can't afford glasses,” she smiled,
pitiently.

Some of the girls wore glasses, but
all ‘had deep creases between thelr
eyebrows that made them look like
old women.

During the lunch hour, which, ac-
cording to my carefully regulated
timeplece, lasted from 45 to:50 min-
utes, Instead of the promised 60, Ellen
and I had some long talks.

“You can't live on what you're earn-

on the probl of the day, after she
has. had her 9 o'clock breakfast
served in her room, did not carry out
in the management of her household
the same ideas that she expressed to
her lorgnetted club sisters.

Wouldn't Wear Wrap.

She refused to permit me to wear
a4 wrap to protect myself from the
raw wind while I was scrubbing a
porch floor, To keep up the esthetic
reputation of her house was more to
my mistress than to subject her maid
to pneumonia and perhaps death. She
conld get new malus, but the over
stepping of what she considered a con-
ventional line might have caused her
to drop a couple of notches in the
standard of propriety which she and
her friends maintained.

So I caught cold.

As 1 was washing dishes in the
china closet Wednesday after lunch
“the missus,” as the cook called her,
came in.

You feel rather {l, dont you?"
she quenloned.

It was the first personal word she
had given me during' my service to
her.

“I do feel sick,” I confessed.

*Are you going out this afternoon?”

n't [asked my mistress.

"No. sald T, “T have no friends to

“But no charity ward would accept
me. I am not ill enough.”

“Well, I'm sure I gon't know,” she
sald; “there are working girls’ homes
and things, I suppose you could try
the Y. W. C. A"

“Where Is the Y. W. C. A.™ I
asked.

*“You really shoudd not expect me
to answeér your questions. Why don't
you ask your young man who was
sitting out here with you the other
night?” asked the mistress of the
kitchen,

“I do not know that young man well
enough to care to tell my troubles to
him,” I answered.

The Crowning Insult,

“I dare say he would be perfectly
willing to look after you for a few
days.” She threw twne Insult at me
as her silken skirts swished through
the pantry door.

How I longed to forget that I was
only a servant and say to her, as
woman to woman, what I thought of
her writing club papers on “Universal
Sisterhood,” and betore the ink was
dry, treating one of her own house-
hold so uncharitably!

The only caller I had during my
service to Mrs, —— was a man who
spent an hour with me in the kitchen
one evening after my work was done.
He was the friend of a girl I knew
in another city.and she had asked
him to call. Most of his visit was
taken up with my making butter
balls. 3

Oh, those butter balls!

They were the bane of my exist-
ence and a disgrace to the household.
The mistress sald s0. And they were
not what might be called a howling
success,

There was war over those butter
balls, My mistress' hobby was trim-
mings. She cared little for funda-
mentals, such as enough cooking uten-
sils, but she would have finger bowls
and candelabra every night for din-
ner. It was the same way with the
butter balls, and she bewalled my in-
capacity in this respect, while it never
entered her head to find out whether
or not 1 kept my dish mops and tea
towels sweet smelling and free from
germs,

Making’ Butter Balls.

8o 1 spent all my spare time—even
when I was supposed to be entertain-
ing callers—seriously paddling little
squares of creamery butter.

I had applied for the situation with-
out a reference. Mrs. —— gpent a
half hour trying to impress upon me
the fact that she never employed help
who could not show references, but
she engaged me because—well, it was
this way:

“l am sure you will look & perfect
duck in a uniform! My last mald was
so homely that my husband sald It
kept him awake nights! You know
how to smile when you open the door?

“We really have very little to do
—and the work Is not hard. You will
take care of all the rooms in the
house except the kitchen, and I shall
expect you to dust the floors along
with the furniture every day. There
are only 16 rooms, ana the woodwork
is all white enamel, and I simply can-
not tolerate finger marks, Of course
there will be the beds and the bath-
roome, 1 have three children, and
they are perfect little cherubs,” she
concluded as the head of a child,
whose nature might have been termed
more impish than cheruble, appeared
at the door.

AND the poodle!

“Loo-Loo,” continuea the lady, “is
& darling angel—I just know you will
adore her! She has to go out for a
walk every day—and It will be a nice
run for you, too.”

Mrs, —— did not really see enough
of her children to know whether they
were cherubs or imps. They were
left entirely to the care of the gov-
erness. But let “angel Loo-Loo"” get
Indigestion from stuffing herself with
oatmeal and rich cream, and her mis-
tress would run for a hot water bottle
and tuck her up in mner silk lined
basket bed.

She ended the interview by telling
me that she was sure I would like
the place.

“I simply devote myself to making
my servants happy,” she said. *“I
think it so beautiful to make the lives
about one pleasant, don't you? We
all try to help each other here. My
husband says that I simply exhaust
myself planning the work.”

But I had not been In the kitchen
10 minufes until the cook, = good-
faced, middle-aged womap, told me
differently.

“You will run up and down stairs
to wait on the missus 50 times a day,”
said she. “Besides serving the meals,
caring for all the silver, glass and
china, mnswering all telephone and
door bqll.‘&en will be enough dally
chuiu to keep two women busy.”

From 5:30 in the morning until §
at night, were my Mhours, except for
my Wednesday afterncon out and
every other Sunday afternoon. No
wonder my predecessor had been dls-
charged becaunse she would become
faint after running upstairs.

“She was as strong an Irish girl as
you ever sw when we both came here
six’ months ago,” the cook told me,
“but she got heart trouble, and the
missus fired her, just as she will you
it you let her hear that cough.”

Cook’s prophecy came true. 1 was
“fired” because my club-paper-writing

mistress was afrald she might have

a sick mald on her hands.

Editor's Note—Miss Addams seems
not to have found in housework the
same temptation to. prostitution as in
other occupations. Years of experi-
ence as a physiclan among the work-
ing class in cities, East and West,
justifies the writer In saying that the
instances where “Servants” are re-
garded as legitimate prey for the
master of the house or his son, are
“too numerous to mention.”

Me and Andy and
John

Me and Andy and John
Are givin' a lot away
To colleges here and libraries there—
We're helpin’ 'em every day.
There's John—he's smilin' a happy

smile

And writin' the checks against his
pile;

And Andy—biddin' the world have
peace

And wishin’ the wars would somehow

cease;
And me—I'm doin’ my hours o' toll,
Producin’ all of the steel and oll

John and Andy and me—
We're certainly helpin’' some
With money for this and money for
that
"As fast as petishuns come.
There’s Andy makin' 'em carve his
name
Upon the libraries for his fame;
And John—he's teéachin' the young to
save
An' givin' advice he always gave,
And me? I'm helpin’ 'em meet both
ends
Workin' to make the dividends.
Andy and John and me

Hold wealth as a preshus trust;

We're helpin' 'em here an’ helpin' 'em
there

By shovelin’ out our dust,
There's Andy—busy as he can be
Considerin’ plans for a library;
And John a'whackin' a boundin’ ball
And lettin’ his words o' wisdom fall;
And me! I'm workin' my small amount
To help ‘em both to a bank account.

Me and Andy and John
Are glvin’ our money free;
The colleges here and libraries there
Are gettin' it from us three,
There's John—he's happlest when he
gives,
And hel be doin’ that while he lives;
And Andy—makin’ ‘'em raise thelr part
To build the houses for books and art.
And me? By ginger! How fine I feel
Producin’ all of the ofl and steel.
—Adapted from Wilbur D. Nesbit.

The Stomach

While the learned doctors and sur-
geons are listing those parts of, the
body with which we can dispense,
why not consider the stomach? It is
proverblal that man I8 ruled by his
stomach and, consequently, by wo-
men, all statements of the suffragettes
to the contrary notwithstanding. Wo-
men know that men can be reached
through their stomachs and that's
why they keep control of the cullnary
department, Sic semper tvrannis,

The morst I8 that, no matter how
sane we may be, driving our appetites
with the most rigorous of curb bits,
nevertheless the stomach needs regu-
lar and frequent attention. That's
where the trouble lles. That's what
keeps us on the jump In spite of the
efforts of the Christian Scientists to
make us think that mind is every-
thing.

Nor is the stomach content with
mere sycophantic dilettantelsm or
spiritual homiletics, It must have
food, real (I will not say unadulter-
ated) food. And food costs money

and money costs energy and energy .

costs time; hence the alarm clock In-
dustry which gets us up In the morn-
ing in spite of ourselves.

It we could get rid of the stomach
we could at one fell swoop get rid of
the Soclalists who are trying to get
the children fed, the Single Taxers
who are trying to make us all hay-
seeds, the Prohibitionists who stand
exclusively on a stomach platform, the

Democrats who consist of raw mate- |

rial and the Republicans who are the
finished products of up-to-date graft-

ing. We would cease to watch the

crop and the farmer could take s

much-needed and long-deferred rest.
Tips would be abolished and French
would go out of style. Dyspepsia tab-
lets would become & jost art and dell-
catessen stores would no more assafl

the nostrils at every block.

We cau, in short, never reach Uto-
mnmunmm—g ;

I.O.J..ln"nh."
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