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SOME PEOPLE ARE NEVER SATISFIED

Coal operator:— “Say, you ought to be satisfied with 17 per cent. Why, I only
make from 1000 to 3000 per cent myself.—Ask McAdoo.”
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Danz

ig!

By Emil Lyons.

The workers of Danzig are defying the whole
cepitalist world. "Phey matched their power
against the Leagve of Nations, and thus far have
won, '

Danzig was a German city before the signing
of the treaty of Versailes. The four autocrats,
Lloyd George, Clemenceau, Wilson and Orlando,
decided that the Poles must have an outlet to the
sea. In order to give them that a strip of Ger-
many’s territory was made into a Polish “corri-
dor,” running to Danzig. Danzig itself was created
a “free” city, which was to adopt its own consti-
tution and establish a government of its own.
Poland was guaranteed certain rights to use the
docks and railroads.

Until the establishment of the government of
Danzig through a censtitntional convention a
representgtive of the League of Nations was made
governor general of the city.

The munitions which the Poles received for
their attaek on Soviet Russia were largely de-
livered through Danzig. When the Polish of-
fensive broke down before Soviet Russia’s heroic
Red Army and the Peles were first swept out of
Russia and then back to the very gates of War-
saw, a}l the capitalist nations, which had incited
the attack upon Soviet Russia, began to rush sup-
plies of munitions to the Poles.

. Danzig was the port of entry for Poland. Here
came French, English and American ships loaded
with rifles, cannons, machine guns, gassing ma-
chines and nll the modern machinery for conduct-
ing the work of killiny human beings efficiently.
Here also came ships loaded with Polish reservists
from other countries,

All the aid which could he given Poland with-
out eopenly flouting in the face of the workers of
the capitalist nations the fact that such help
was being given was hurried forward. And the
port through which all this help was to reach the
Poles waz Danzig!

Naturally the capitalist nations thought that
everything would go smoothly at Danzig. Had
they not made that place a “free” city? Was not
a representative of the League of Nations its
governor-general? Were not French, English,

Italian and possibly American troops its. garrison?

How could there be any difficulty in assuring
the Poles the right to import munistions through
this “free” city under these conditions ?

But we are living in the days when it is be-
coming a case of the capitalist governments pro.
posing and the workers disposing,

And the workers of Danzig were not disposed
to allow that port to be used to give aid to the
enemies of Soviet Russia!

But how were the workers of Danzig to pre-
vent the Allied capitalist natigns from using their
city to aid the Poles? There was the ruler of the
city the representative of the League of Nations!
There were the soldiers of various capitalist na-
tions! There were the English, French and Amer-
ican warships in the harbor! How could the work-
ers cope with these?

They found a way. They took a lesson from
the experience of Russia. They organized a Soviet
—a Workers Council.

This Soviet declared that no aid for the Poles
should go through Danzig. All workers employed
on the docks and railroads which had to be used
to move the munitions and men were ordered to
strike rather than in the slightest aid the enemies
of Soviet Russia.

No munitions or men went through Dangzig!

England and France fumed. They and the
United States sent more warships.

But no aid has gone through Danzig.

The governor-general says that unless he has
twenty thousand soldiers to land munitions and
supplies it will only mean that these will fall in the
hands of the workers of Danzig.

Thus far the workers of Dangig have won.
Through the Workers Council, in which the power
of the workers was organized they have success-
fully defied .the League of Notions and the great
capitalist nations whose agent it is. They have
used the form of organization which mobilizes the
whole power of the working class and which all
workers will learn to use in the struggle against
the exploitation and oppression by the capitalists.

Hail to the workers of Danzig!
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The Great Minneapolis Demonstration

By Harry Stone.

Over 10,000 men, women, and childven, with
fully as many more lining the streets, marched
Saturday, Aug. 28., as a protest agamst govern-
ment by injunction and Judge Bardwell’s decision
which forbade picketing the Wonderland movie
house, held by unionists to be unfair to organzed
labor because it employed non-union labor — a
decision which is a blow at fundamental labov
rights; against the capitalist judge’s sentence to
six months in the county jail of the officials of
the Trades and Labor Assembly, Linn Thompson,
Leslie Sinton, Dan Stevens, and Bob Cramer,
editor of the Minneapolis Lab01 Review, the As-
sembly organ, for contempt of court.

“We can’t obey judicial prostitution” was the
answer of labor to government by injunction. The
use to which the State — in this instance court
— is put was again made palpably manifest <o
the laboring people. The good Judge Bardwell wag
consistent — satisfaction was voiced by the Min-
neapolis business interests at brother Bardwell’s
sweeping ruling against labor and his contempt of
court sentences.

A summary of the events leading up to the
demonstration last Saturday.

Picketed “Unfair” Movie

Organized labor held that the Wonderland
movie house was unfair to it and proceeded to
picket the place. Cramer, editor of the Review
published the facts and reasons why Wonderland
ghould be boycotted. Stevens, Sinton, and Thomp-
son earried out the wishes of the Assembly in
the matter. The owner of Wonderland asked the
courts to enjoin the unions from picketing his
theatre, etc., and the dear judge proceeded, in a
remarkable (s1c') decision, to heed his master
voiee, capital. The - obhgmo Jjudge issued an in-
junction which forbade labor from picketing the
theatre, from combining to interfere with trada
of the place, and from publishing anything fror
which the public might infer that the theatre
was ynfair to organized labor.

“The right of free speech, free press” — —-
Pardon! For a moment we forgot that we were
im America—the land of John D., J. P., Palmer,
Wilson, and—why mention more‘?

Defied Court Injunction

Organized labor held that the injunction
destroyed the right of boycott and unfair list,
struck at fundamental union rights (rights, we
believe, which have been rights only so long as
labor has had the might to make them rights)
and that the injunction was illegal. The men
mentioned above, at the instance of the Assembly
proceded to defy the injunction, were arrested and
given the named jail sentence, or the alternative
of a fine. They declared that they would go to
jail fivst, rather than pay the fine and thus assent
to an autocratic court decision. Minneapolis work-
ers were aroused at this high handed act of the
court and declared that they would do their ut-
most to support the convicted men and to prevent
their jailing. The men were to be incarcerated on
Aug. 28 and for that day the Assembly planned a
protest demonstration to manifest their indigna-
tion and their feeling of solidarity with the con-
victed comrades. The paraders were to escort the
men to the city hall -the seat of the county jail.

Great Protest Parade,

And on Aug. 28, thousands of workers, or-
ganized and unorganized, marched and defled the
injunction form of gover nment Hundreds of mem-
bers of the World War Veterans, men who had
fought for the safety of democracy (for capital-
ist democmcy they now see) headed the demon-
stration with placards which declared: “We
fought for demomacv now we're going to get
some of it.” Other signs read: “Six months in jail
for our leaders. 30,000 others are ready to follow
them;” “Freedom for class war prisoners”; “Why
jail workers and not profiteers?” “Industrial
Unionism Eventually; Why not Now ?”’! Divided
we fall; We're united”; “We can’t obey judieal
prostitution.”

When the marchers and victims of capitalist
autocracy reached the city hall, the sheriff—we
wonder, was it but a mere lefral trick or was it
the evidence of labor’s unity and solidarity of
action—informed them that he could not jail the
men at this time, as was expected, for the law
gave him yet sixty days in which to colleet pro-
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perty from the defendant to pay fine. So let
capital say. Somehow, one cannot but feel that
the authorized lackeys of the plunderbund hesitat-
cd to carry out the court’s decision only because
labor had sounded a loud warning. The men will
never be jailed, js the prevalent opinion. Maybe
they will and perhaps they won’t., Only the work-
ing class can determine that. Just now there is
talk of a strike to prevent the jailing of the
union officials.

Used a New Political Weapon.

Saturday’s demonstration was significant.
The workers paraded—not for wages and hours-—
btit for lahor’s right as a whole. They felt strong-
ly that organized exploiters were aiming a death
blow at every right which the workers had strug-
gled for so many years to obtain. They realized,

in ‘a greater or less degree, that the instrument
of oppression of the capitalist class—the State—-
was being directed, not against these four con-
victed men, but against the workers as a class.
And the workers’ reply was encouraging. The
Minneapolis workers last Saturady grasped an-
other political weapon, besides that of the vote,
the political street demonstration. To prevent by
their protest, the jailing of their comrades and
fellow workers—that was a forward step. The
hazards and necessities qf life are teaching the
masses the proper tactics to pursue if they would
win a wider and broader life. Steadily a conscious-
ness of class grows upon them, a perception of
what might be if they would kut excercise all the

know, to organize, to educate, to run production
and themselves for themseclvey.

Machine Guns Ready

By Martha

Last spring the New York Police Depart-
ment held its annual parade. With immaculate
uniforms, shining buttons and smiling faces thou-
sands of pdiicemen strode down Fifth Avenue
between the crowds that had gathered to greet
the guardians of law and order. Georgeous floats,
xayly decorated automobiles and aeroplanes fol-
lowed each other in quick succession. The most
interesting and significant part of the procession,
however, was the machine gun section in whicn
hundreds of machine zuns were trundled along.

What does the police department of a city
want with machime guns? Burglars are not cap-
tured by means of machine guns, neither ave
murderers. Surely clubs and revolvers are suf-
ficient to quell obstrepercus hoodlums and drunk-
ards. Machine guns ave needed only to conquer
masses of people and in a country where the law
is supposed to be the people’s law these deadly
miniature cannon seemed a strange contradiction.
But the puzzle has been solved.

On August 29, eight thousand men, members
of the Amalgamated Association of Electrical
and Street Railway Employees’ Union, employed
on the Brooklyn Rapid Transit street car, elevat-
ed and subway systems, went on strike. They
demanded only union recognition, nine hour day
and continuance of the wage increases that had
been granted them a year ago. Such demands

for New York Strikes'

H. Foley

appear laughable at a tlme when labor all ever
the world is beginning to follow in the footsteps
of the Russian workers and take over the entiie
control of industry.

A few hours after the strike was called in
spite of the fact that no violence had occurred
and no rioting, an official of the Police Depar:-
ment made this statement, “We have arranged
to bring over 150 detectives from Manhattar..
We will also bring over the bomb squad, the
strong arm squad and the machine gun squad.
We will patrol the city with police in automobiles
and motorcycles and we will give the Brooklyn
Rapid Transit Company all the protection neces-
gary.” .
The same day an editorial in the New York
Times said: “It is a pity that labor resorts to
force for that makes necessary a reply in force.”

The workers have never been the first to
resort to force. For vears they have been the
victims of the most ruthless violence on the part
of the bosses. If riots occur, lives are lost and
property is destroyed in the Brooklyn Rapid
Transit strike, whose fault will it be — that of
the weaponless pickets or of those who brought
among them bomb squads and machine guns? It -
i the bosses who are teaching their workers the
use of force, and the militancy of the capitalists
is creating a militant working class.
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A Machinist’s Experience

By Walter H—————

Being desirous of locating in Columbus I
came over here and of course the first thing a
working-man thinks about is a job, so I scouted
around and found a job at the Marble Cliff Stone
Quarries at my trade as machinist. Well the next
thing on the program was to find a place for
the wife and kiddies to live; then go back to the
town I came from and notify the Company I had
been working for that I was leaving their employ,
then to make arrangements to move the house-
hold goods to Columbus.

Well I got the job on Friday and the follow-
ing Tuesday I started to work and worked the
rest of the week or until saturday of the same
week. Saturday afternoon the Master-Mechanic
came to me and told me he had orders to cut the
force and that he would have to lay me off. I
asked him if there was anything wrong with my
work and he told me that my work was alright
but he had his orders and for me to come out
Monday and he would fix me up about my pay.

Now this quarry is about five or six miles
out of town on a traction line so I inquired and
found out that the car company issued a book
of low rate tickets to those who intended to use
the cars regular so I invested three dollars in a
book of forty tickets which are good for *hirty
days, after which time they are void for trans-
portation and no refund is given for unused
tickets. I used twelve of the tickets and the rest
are of no value as they are not transferable.

Well I went out on monday for my pay and
after getting off the car I had to walk about a
half mile to the master-mechanic’s office, he gave
me a red card which I was told to take to the
store-room te have signed, then take the card
to the quarry office which was about three-quart-
ers of a mile from there and they would give me
an order which I could have cashed at the store.
I went to the quarry office and after some wail,
there I was given a paper stating the amount
due me as wages and told to 2o to Dellaweese’s
grocery and they would cash it for me. This gre-
cery I found was about one-half mile furthe:
down the road. Off to the grocery, arriving in
due time, presented my order and was told I

N

wonld have to wait until Mr Dellaweese came in,
some more wait, at last I got my money — but I
am out of a job altogether now and must huns
further for one — 1 may have to go to another
city for a job and that means further moving
expenses, Oh well, life under the present systam
of society is just one d—thing after another,
this is just one of the many of life’s litile trag-
edies as practised on thousands of the workers
every day, and until the workers wake up to the
fact the job should belong to the workers sueh
outrages will continue to be practiced on them.

They should also remember that they must
have an industrial organization to back up their
political action. Oh, yes, this was supposed to be
an open shop, but one of the questions I had to
answer was this; Do you belong to a labor union?
If so what union? Tt was unneccessary for me to
ask the company if they belonged to the employ-
ers association.

BOY scouts are being used as scabs in the
English gas-workers strike according to the Lon-
don Daily Herald. The news has caused quite a
stir in the English labor movement and has
aroused a great opposition to the boy scout organ-
ization,

HERE are some figures for lovers of capital-
ism to chew upon. The American Red Cross re-
ports that the number of lives lost in the recent
capitalist war was 9,819,000. War epidemics and
economic blockades took a toll of 5,301,000 and
the fall of the birth rate is estimated at 20,000,-
000. This makes a total of 85,520,000 real and
potential lives sacrificed on the altar of the Great
God Mammon.

INCREASE of $1.50 per day is given to the
day men in the Illinois coal mines under an agree-
ment reached by the operators’ and diggers’ re-
presetatives in the joint scale committee. This
will make a schle of $7.50 for eight hours work.
Nothing is said in the agreement, however, about
how few days a miner shall work per week, this
point being left to the whims of the operators and
the alleged car shortage.
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Carmen, Strike To Win!

~ (The mail brings us a leaflet issued by the
United Communist Party to the carmen on strike
in Broklyn, N. Y. We print it for the information
of our readers so that they may learn the tactics
of this new political party in the field of working
class activities.—Editor).

They’ve decided fo fight you again, fellow
workers. They've decided that you are not even
entifled to a living wage. They've decided that
they won't even discuss matters with you. They
want you to wait for two weeks, then they’ll have
all the strike-breakers they need and youw'll fail
thiserably. They want two weeks to break up your
ranks and then tell you to go to the devil!

You must stand together, fellow workers!

They are playing a dirty game, but you keep
your ranks closed just the same. For weeks, they
have known you were going to strike, if your
wages weren’t raised and conditions changed.
Still, Acting Service Commissioner Barret NOW
has the impudeénee to say that he is going to be-
gin to investigate the cause of your strike!

Nothing To Investigafe.

What is there to investigate?

You are earning anly 52c to 62c an hour. And
you are demanding 34c to 92c. AND NO ONE
DARES TO SAY THAT YOU ARE ASKING
MORE THAN YOU ARE ENTITLED TO! You
know how the cost of living has gone up and so
does the B. R. T. But the B. R T. says it ean’t pay
you a living wage. THEN LET B. R. T. GO OUT
OF BUSINESS! :

You have even given up the demand for the
closed shop—-and that means something to an or-
ganized man. But they don’t care.

In August, 1919, the B. R. T. agreed to arbi-
trate all matters—but now it refuses. And Judge
Maye_r has the impertinence to want to be the sole
and final judge of everything. You are not going
to submit to that, are you, fellow workers?

The B. R. T. is not sorry you ave on strike. The
big capitalists have determined to crush union
labor and this is the beginning of your fight
against them.

Press on Bosses’ Side.
Of course, they’ve working up the public against

youit. They’'ve got all the press on their side:-—
that’s part of the capitalist game. So don’t expect
any sympathy there. And the police are on the
job. That’s what they are for—to shoot obe-
dience into you. And the business men, lawers and
bankers of Brooklyn are getting on the job. That's -
what they are for, too. And next, the ‘American
Jegion and the militia will be called out, to teach
you your place.

Two weeks ago, Receiver Garrison said he
wasn’t afraid of a strike. He made preparations.
And do you know that those preparations were,
fellow workers?

Mr. Garrison, the ex-secretary of war, knows
his business mighty well. He knows the business
of war and bullets. So Ire made provision for the
strike-breakers that are taking away your jobs.
He got COTS AND BLANKETS FOR THEM
FROM THE MILITARY WELFARE LEAGUE
—AND HE HAS TO GET PERMISSION FROM
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT FOR
THAT! L. s |

So you see what you are up against, fellow
carmen.

You can’t expect to win as things stand. The
power faen, electricians and motormetr are scab-
bing on you. What can you do when your own
fellows break your strike?

Tie up the whole System!

You have got to agitate among them to tie up
the whole system, so that all the strikebreakers
they imporf can’t take out the cars. Ifthe B.R. T.
dares to send out any cars with scabs, they’ll be
in danger of repeating the Brighton wreck. And
you've got to get help from the B. R. T. employees.
For if you don’t, the city authorities will manage fo
get the crowds fo and from work and that will
weaken you.

The longshoremen are on strike.

ALL YOU WORKERS OF THE TRANSPORT
INDUSTRY—MAKE 1T A GENER.AL STRIKE!
IT'S YOUR DUTY TOWARD YOUR FELLOW
CARMEN! ;

Of course, that isn’t A. F. of I tactics: The ‘A.
F. of L. believes in letting one craft strike by itself
and other crafts scab on it. That’s what it is let-
ting the powermen, electricians and motormen do
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now. That's what it did in the steel strike—that’s
what it does in all strikes.

You've got to put an end to such methods.
YOU'VE GOT TO ORGANIZE ON AN IN-
DUSTRIAL BASIS, FELLOWS, and have
a whole industry go out when a single man
is touched.

Throw Out False Leaders.

You see how your leaders have acted. Shea
wanted you to give the B. R. T. more time—
THAT WOULD ONLY MEAN TIME TO EREAK
YOU. IT'S TIME TO THROW OUT YOUR RE-
ACTIONARY LEADERS WHO ARE WORKING
HAND IN HAND WITH THE BOSSES! It's
time to put an end to all the graft that is taking
place. It’s time to understand that we workers are
the only ones entitled to a living, It’s time to sce
that everything is against us. The capitalists and
all their hangers-on are united against us. They’'ve
got their police and their thugs and their militia,
and then the government und the U. S. troops to
use against us. It’s time to see that we've oot to
organize for something more than higher wages
and better conditions, that the bosses always
counteract by raising the cost of living.

Favor Shop Councils

We workers have got to form our shop coun-
cils to take over the industries we are operating,
We've got to put an end fo exploitation. We've
zot to serve notice on the bosses that we’re done
with the present rbber system. But we've got
to organize for it.

Eléct a shop chairman for each barn. Have the
guards elect a delegate; the motor men a delegate;
tite powermen, the electricians and all the workers
elect a delegate tor their department. They are
the fellows who kriow what you want. Théy are the
men who act for you. These delegates form a
council to control the shop. They elect a commit.
téeman to work with the commifteenien of the
other barns, and thus control the whole industry.

The Way Out.

THESE MEN YOU CAN CONTROL, BUT
YOU CAN'T CONTROL THE LEADKRS YOU
HAVE NOW. If your delegate doesn’t act as you
want, you kick him out and elect another to take
his place. That’s the way they are doing it in Eng-
land, in the shop steward movement. That’s the
way they are acting all over the world, to build
up an eificient organization to fight the bosses.
That’s the only way out of it, fellow workers.

You may lose your strike, fellows. BUT YOU
WON'T HAVE LOST IT, IF YOU LEARN THE
LESSON THAT WE W ORKERS HAVE T
STAND TOGETHER TO FIGHT THE BOSSES
AND EVERY AGENCY THAT THEY USE
AGAINST US! ,

We're with you, comrades. We know that the
odds are against you. We're going to have our
members call on their unions to support you. We
are going to help vou in every way we can. YOU
CAN COUNT ON US!

All power to your shop councils, fellow work-
ers!

Power is in solidarity!

All power to the werkers!

SEVERAL thousand longshoremen, engaged
in loading ships flying the British flag, struck
work at the call of worien pickets in protest at
the refusal of the British Government 6 rélease
Terence MacSweney, the heroie Irish hunger
striker.

——

JOHN REED, who is affectionately remem-
hered as the editor of the Voice of Labor, a shop
propaganda paper formerly published in New
York, has been elected to the executive committee
of the Third Infernationsl whieh has Just finished
its second congress at Moscow.

SOMETHING must be going on in Spain gnd
Rumania. The Cabinets of both of these countriés
resigned last week.

ANTHRACITE miners in Pennsylvania couldw’t
go on strike because of the Lever Aet. So thev
voted that “we take a vacation unsil the ¢oal com-
panies grant our demands.”

——

SEPTEMBER 18 is the date set for the com.
mencement of the geteral strikeé of Britisk
miners unless the Government intervenes and
grants their demands for an increass of wages
and nationalization of the mines.

COMMUNISTS of Germany issued a manifésfo
calling upon German workers to rally to the sup-
port of the workers and Peasants republic of Rus-
sia and make the blockade of Poland airtight.
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The Badge of Honor

Two big and important strikes have broken
out within the past week. The anthracite miners
turned down the miserable 17 per cent award of
the president’s wage commissien and tied up the
mines. The workers on the Brooklyn Rapid
Transit system took similar action in protest
against an unsatisfactory decision by a board of
arbitration.

A significant feature of both strikes is the
opposition of the so-called “leaders.” This makes
the strikers “outlaws” according to the news-
papers of the bosses, and the usual chorus ot
abuse and falsehood is heaped upon the heads of
these patient workingmen who have finally
reached the limit of endurance.

But the workers are no longer ashamed to
be classified as “outlaws.” For has that title not
heen applied to their bravest and best all over the
world?

The railroad men who led the way, and for
whom the term was coined, have not weakgned in
spirit after these many months of battle. The

of capitalist law; and the workers and peasants of
Russia — on strike against the whole capitalist
world—recognize no law but their own.

So the miners and street car workers, who find
themselves now in this worthy company, need not
shrink from the epithet “outlaw.” Let them
rather wear it proudly, as a badge of honor!

| What is a Union For?

A subscriber writes that his local union
Jast week refused to pass a' resolution endors-
ing a general strike in case of war
on Soviet Russia. One of the arguments
made against the resolution was that the whole
matter was *‘political” and had no proper place be-
fore a labor union,

This idea, that a union must only coneern. its
self with issues arising directly in the shop, is a
quite common one among workers who have ab-
sorbed it as. part of the teachings of thz
Gompers school of trade-unionism. This theory
reaches over into more progressive unions. The

‘1. W. W., even, is not entirely free from it. Never-

theless it iy a wrong attitude, and one that is
positively detrimental to working class interests.

Unions arise in the first place out of the in-
stinctive recognition by the workers that their
interests and those of the hosses are not tle
same—are directly opposite, in fact. While this
clash of interests is most easily discovered at the
point'of production, it is a great mistake to think
it is confined there. The class struggle cuts like
a sharp sword through all departments of social
life. Every enterprise of the masters is aimed, in
one way or another, at the welfare of the work-
ers. And when war is the game to be played their
very lives are in the scale.,

The unions are our natural fighting weapons,
and we should make use them of whenever oc-
cassion demands. To say that they can serve us
to get a few cents more in wages but not to save
our lives, or the lives of our brothers in other
lands, is a ‘short-sightedness that benefits the
capitalists and does the cause of laber an in-
measurable injury.



_FRTIDAY, SEPT. 10, 1920

THE TOILER

PAGE 9

The Open Shop Fight

The National Chamber of Commerce has com-
pleted its referendum on the question of the
“open shop”: the decision of its members going
almost unammousb in favor. This national or-
ganization of labor skinners means to wage ag-
gressive war on organized labor all over the coun-
try. In many cities the fight is already on, devel-
oping on a wide scale and increasing in bltter-
ness.

Here in Cleveland the tailors and pattern-
makers are already in the midst of it. A half-page
advertisement of the merchant tailors announces
their determination to stand for “Industrial Free-
dom and the open shop.” This means freedom for
the bosses to close the shop to union men and fill
it with scabs and traitors; freedom to push wages
down below the living line, lengthen the working
day and incpease the speed; freedom to deter-
mine the conditions of the workers’ lives while
denying them any voice or representaticn.

If we are not to be riveted to a system of in-
dustrial - servitude more hideous, even, than we
suffer under today, we must fight back with all
our power. The bosses have the advantage at the
start because they are organized in a solid body.
We must orgamze in the same manner if we want

to win.

Get Together, Boys!

There is lots of sentiment among the more
progressive workers for industrial unionism, and
lots of talk akout it, but we don’t see anything yet

that leoks 1ike One Big Union.
’ The I. W. W. says it’s the One Big Union. So
does the W. 1. I. U. Independent industrial unions
are springing up all around-—in some cases two or
three in the same industry—and they say they’re
the One Big Union.

And now the One Big Union of Canada is
coming down to enter the field. It is the latest,
as far as we know. But there may be others
we haven’t heard about yet.

Now, if we could put them all together into
one organization, and swing in those fighting
unions still in the A. F. of L. who are ready to
line up as soon as they see something that looks
like husiness, we would have a good start towald
the real One Big Union. As we see it, this is
what will have to take place sooner or later. The

rank and tile of all these ovganizations would
welcome sich a move without a doubt.

The name of the One Big Union deesn’t make
any difference. And it doesn’t matter much who
the officials are, if the shop committee system
and other safeguards are incorporated so as to
put actual control into the hands of the rank and
file.

There was a time when the I. W. W. men took
the lead in every movement for the welfare of
the workers. Why don’t they take the lead in
this?

The Picket Line

PRINTERS working on a Minncapolis paper
refused to set matter for an advertisement
advocating the open shop. This is a way of say-
ing: ““I refuse to load the gun you are going to
shoot me with.”

THE very fact that the employers are banding
solidly together to put over the open shop is proof
enough to mmtelligent workers that it is no good
for them.

HERE is a safe motto for the labor move-
ment: “Find out what the bosses want and then
don’t let them have it.”

LABOR DAY:—A special day set apart by
law for the purpose of permitting union men to
come together in public parks to listen to politi-
cians tell them how much they have done to thera
in the past and what they are going to do to
them in the future.

DON'T throw your vote away. Save it for the
workers’ council.

WHEN the hard coal miners protested against
the 17 per cent wage award, Wilson indignantly
asked if they meant it for a “challenge.” Well,
the mines are tied up, the “leaders” are repudiat-
ed and Wilson and his wage commission dis-
regarded. So it seems they really meant it for a
“challenge”.

A news paper headline says: “Harding works
hard on Labor Day speech.” That’s about as near
to “work” and “labor” as he and his kind ever get.



PAGE 10

THE TOILER

FRIDAY, SEPT. 10, 1920

&

The Program of Industrial Slavery

By Emil Lyons.

The capitalists of the United States, organized
in the National Chamber of Commerce, evidently
meant business when they adopted their progran
of industrial slavery.

This progiam, which calls for the open shop,
as many hours work as the workers can stand
and wages that wiill just keep them and their
families alive, was submitted to a referendum
vote of all the lecal Chambers of Commerce in
the United States and adopted by an all but un-
animous vote. That means that it has the solid
backing of the whole employved class. No doubt,
there is an understanding that the capitalists will
stand by each other when they get in a fight on
account of this program.

That the bosses are acting upon this program
is shown by the issues which have developed in
rccent strikes, There has been a stiffening of the
backbone on the part of the employers, and in
place of following the policy of compromising and
coming to an agreement at the carliest possible
moment after the development of a strike, they
arc standing like a stone wall against any com-
promise on any of the essential points of their
program to enforce industrial slavery.

Fight on in Cleveland.

This is indicated very clearly in two strikes
which are underway in Cleveland. The pattern-
makers have been out for about four weeks and
the journeymen tailors have just gone out. Both
these organizations have had things pretty much
their own way in their industry in recent years.
They are both strone craft union which have
enforced the closed shop, and wage increases
whenever they have made a stand. Now they sud-
denly find themselves up against a fight against
the open shop. Evidently the National Chamber of
Commerce program is being put into effect.

These strikes and other of a similar character
in other cities are but the first skirmishes in the
big battle which the united capitalist class if to
fight to put labor back in ts place. The period of
easy victories, which the workers won through-
out the war petiod ,is over. Unemployment is on
the increase. Hard times are on the way. With
the coming of the industrial crisis and growing

\

unemployment the conditions favorable to z vic-
tory for the hosses are being created.
Plan to Reduce Wages.

If the bosses put over their program of in-
dustrial slavery there will be a general reduction
of wages and the eight hour day will go into the
scrap heap. The good old days when the boss
hadn’t the slightest hesitation of acting his part
of the czar to the limit will return,

How are the workers going to meet this pro-
position? Ave they going into the battle against
the united bosses a few companies at a time, as
the patternmakers and journeymen tailors men-
tioned above are doing, to the beaten piecemeal ?
Are they going to fight as crafts and have their
organizations smashed one at a time?

That is the kind of fight the bosses want. That
kind of fight makes vietory certain for them.

If the workers are to beat the bosses program
of industrial slavery they will have to mobilize the
united power of the workers against the united
power of the bosses. The shop organization, shop
committee and industrial and community council
system will accomplish that.

. The Way To Fight,

The way to begin the work of uniting the
workers is for the live workers in every shop to
get together and form a voluntary shop committee
for thew shop and begin agitation for a shop or-
ganizatior} and a shop committee elected by the
shop organization.

The shop committee of an industry should be
united in an industrial counecil in which sit dele-
gates from every shop of the same industry mn
any industrial centre and the industrial councils
for the various industries should be united in &
community couneil, in which sit delegates from
every industry in the community.

With such an industrial organization the work-
ers can meet the united bosses and their progran:
of industrial slavery in a fight to the finish and
win. )

* The stiuggle is already underway. The time
for action is at hand. They way to act is to start
work in your shop to ORGANIZE A SHOP COM-
MITTEE. ’
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What's Gomg On

GEORGE HARDY, who recently returned
from England, where he went on behalf of the
I. W. W, has been elected secretary-treasurer
of that organization. While in England Hardy
effected the affiliation of the British shon
stewards movement with the American I. W. W.

MINERS’ Union No. 906, of Clinton, Indiana,
sent a hot letter to Samuel Gompers in answer to
his eireular asking for funds for the Non-Partisan
Political Campaign of the American Federgtion of
Labor, Aftér telfing Gompers in plain language
what they think of his efforts to serve the Wall
Street parties, they wind up with this: “To hell
with the ‘friends’ of labor—IL.abor hasn’t got any
friends!”

SOVIET Russia is sending a representative to
Haly. He is expected to arrive any day and the
Ialian government has granted to him the right
to use the diplomatic mail bag and to telegrapn
in cipher to Moscow. This concession virtually
amounts to recognition of the Soviet Gvernment.

EIGHT hundred and: seventy-one workers were
killed in industry in Pennsylvania during April,
May, June and July. Séme more of the “horrors
of peace” under capitalism.

BAKERS of Seattle, after a fight since May
1st, have come out victorous and have established
100 per eent organisation in the bakeries of
Seattle.

ABOLITION of piece work is one of the issues
in the strike of Cleveland tailors. The Journey-
man Tailors’ Union some time ago decided to do
away with both piece work and home work.

GENERAL Baron Wrangel, the latest “white
hope" of the allied bandits, has suffered crusing
defeats at the hands of the Red army both ia
Kuban and Taurida. Gavalry has been used by the
workers’ army with smashing reswlts against
Wrangel.

FIVE coal mines in the Springfield, Illinois,

district are tried up as a result of an attempt of
the operators to raise the price of powder 40 cents
per keg.

ALEXANDER HOWAT, the fighting presi-
dent of the Kansas miners, was granted a ten day
stay of execution to prepare his appeal to the
United States Supreme Court from the jail sen-
tence imposed on him for refusal to testify before
the court of Industrial Relations.

THREE thousand employes of the American
Can Company on the Pacific coast are involved in

‘the machinists strike called in that company’s

plants. The pacific coast strike is in sympathy
with its workers at Newark, N. J., where a two
months fight has been carried on.

‘ N D St S v
SABOTAGE has been brought into play by six
thousand Japanese workers employed at the
Osaka arsenal. Dissatisfaction with a new wage
sehedule has resulted in the inauguration of the
“slow down” system. Government officials attri-
bute this to a growth of socialistic spirit.
ATTEMPTS of the employers in the textile
industry to force down wages by closing their
plants have thrown 250,000 workers out of em-
ployment, according to A. J. Muste, general secre-
tary of the Amalgamated Textile Workers of
America. A general strike is being considered as a
counter measure.

"t

EIGHT-HOUR day, a two weeks’ vacation
yearly and substantial increase in wages are the
major demands of the railway workers of Nor-
way. A general strike is slated for September 15
unless these demands are met.

AT the trial of a Hungarian communist the
judge exclaimed with horror: “Bela Kun 4t one
time wrote that the proletariat has no father-
land.” “Pardon me,” suggested the prisoner, “that
sentence is from the communist manifesto. More-

_over, it happens to be true.” At this point the

hearing was suspended.

>——
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The Needs for Industrial Preparedness

(Reprinted from the Glasgow “Worker”)

The Need for Unity.

Never at any time in our history has the
need for an understanding among the various
grades of workers heen so pressing as it is to-
day. Not only are all our wage demands being
flouted, not only has official Trade Unionism
been fought to a standstill at home, but hehind
the scenes the diplomats are plotting to embroil
us in a new European massacre on behalf of in-
ternational Capitalism. Whether the criminally-
minded scoundrels who are engaged in fomething
this plot will hold their hands at the eleventh
hour, or whether they will set in motion a Eu-
ropean program against Bolshevism, involving the
lives of thousands of better men than themselves;
-Is not at the moment qute clear. What is clear
is that the working class of Great Britain are
in outlook and organisation but poorly equipped
for protecting themselves from the gibbering in-
sanity of the military party in Britain. They are
handicapped by their old Trade Union outlook,
which regards the industrial organisations of
the workers as being purely organisations to be
used in squabbling about wages and hours, and
to use them for any other purpose is regarded
as an outrageous violation of the principles of
Trade Unionism as embodied in the rule book. If

the bosses reduce your wages, why, strike like
hell about it, but if their puppet Government
proposes to grab the young men of the country
and send them to be blown into smithereens on
the plains of Poland on behalf of the most vil-
lainous clique of international financial vampires
who ever polluted the earth, why, that’s a polit-
ical question outside the scope of Trades Unionism.
We must insist that this attitude is at once il-
logical and cowardly. The workers’ organisations
should be used to protect their lives and happiness
as well as protecting the current rate of wage,
and the workers should be so organised that they
can bring their full industrial strength to bear
when any issue arises without loss of time. The
less time we give the other side to draw up plans
of campaign and arrange their dispositions in
order to beat us the more effective will our
action be..

The cumbrous weapon of craft unionism.

What ever else might be said in favour of
present day Trade Unionism, it can hardly be said
that its organisation is favourable to quick and
resolute action on a large scale. The constitutions
of most unions were elaborated during a
period when the union leaders were just beginn-
ing to build up those financial reserves, now de-
posited in the war loan, or in some other kind of
Capitalist business, of which the older membeis
of the union are so justly proud. Any striking on
the part of the rank and file was a hindrance to
the fund-accumulating tendencies of the union,
and the average Trade Union constitution gene-
rally consists of an elaborate set of obstacles
placed in the way of a spontaneous strike. If a

‘grievance arises affecting the workers in any

industry covered by several unions, the consti-
tutions of those bodies are so diverse, the agree-
ments with the employers are so arranged as to
expire at different times, the jealousies of the
officials are so intense, that common action is
almost impossible, and each union sets out in an
unsatisfactory manner to try and get the griev-
ance remedied on “its own.” .

Even within the average union it is difficult
to bring the men rapidly into line. Before action
is possible a ballot must be taken. Several weeks
are lost in taking the ballot, and the emplogers
have ample time to take steps to safeguard them-
selves from the blow which they feel to be im-
pending.

The mobility of labom’s enemies,

On the other hand the classes in the country
who are opposed to the workers can generally
mobilise all their forces very quickly in a period
of industrial or social crisis. During such periods
the State and the local authorities become the
natural rallying points for all the defenders of
the existing system. They can rally round them,
as they did, during the late railway strike and
immediately be given a part to play in the strug-
gle. The .workers on the other hand have no
single body speaking authoritatively for Labour
either locally or nationally, They have no rallying
point at all, and are therefore but ill-equipped
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to mect any sudden attack on their rights either
in the form of a Capitalist attack on their in-
dustrial organisations or the outbreak of a war.

Each group of workers within any industry
are isolated from other groups within the same
industry, while a wide chasm separates the work-
ers of one industry from another. The working
class split up into separate compartments, with-
out a common organisation or a common w111 is
an easy prey fo its enemies durmg a time of
social crises.

The advantage of workshop organisati;)h.

If the workers are to be able to wage indu-
strial and social war efficiently, then all groups
of workers within an industry have got to be
brought into the same organisation. While they
are separated the resisting powers of Labour to
any encroachment of Capitalism wili be very
weak indeed. The task is not an easy one. We
are asked to overcome craft loyalties which have
become instinctive, and widen them into the
greater loyalty to class. In this struggle practice
plays a greater part than precept. And that is

- where the value of the fighting Workers' Com-

mitteeg becomes apparent. There are Workers’
Committecs and Workers’ Committees, of course.
There is an abortion bearing that honourable
name in Weirs’ of Cathcart, which seems to
think that its principle business is to prostrate
itself before the management on every possible
occasion. Such committees only go to show how
deep the taint of servility is in the blood of some
members of the working class.

The kind of Workers’ Committee that we
have in mind is a committee composed of rebels
who are not afraid to break through Trade Union
usages, and who are determined to link up to-
gether skilled, semi-skilied, and unskilled workers
for common action against the boss. Such a com-
mittee would be able to show the value of soli-
darity in practice, and could turn the workers’
rindg in the direction of striving for uniting all

~ the 'unions in a given industry into an all-em-

s

bracing industrial organization, with its unit not
in a geograyhical branch, holding meetings in
some small smoke-poliuted hall up a back street,
but in the workers assembling to transact then
industrial affairs on the workshop floor.

To-day it is almost impossible to get working
class opinion and action on a given question

speedily. Some unions Lold their meetings once
a week, some once a fortnight, and some cnce a
month. Those meetingz are attended by a mere
handful of the membership, the bulk of whom
are never in contact with union affairs except
when they are paying their weekly contribution
to the shop steward. On ihe other hard work-
shop organisatior: brines the bread masses of the
workers into 1atimate contact with matters ap-
pertaining to their industrial welfare, and assists
m creating anongst the massss an outlook antag-
cnistie to Capitalism.

The mere fact that the foundation c¢f the or-
ganisation is on the job enables it possibly to call
the membership together quickly under the
leadership of the active spirits, when quick de-
cisions can’ be come to. Under the eyes of his
mates even the workshop belly-crawler betrays
a glimmer of latent manhood, and decisions ar-
rived at this way generally reflect the best that
is in the workers.

The Industrial Union in the transition pericd.

For those who are inclined to pooh-pooh all
attempts at better organisation, and who pin their
faith on a spontaneous coming together on the
morrow of the revolution, we would respectfully
point to the tremendous part industrial organisa-
tion will play in the building up of a Socialist
industrial structure. In the struggles of the Rus-
sian Revolution far too much attention has
been paid to the part played by the political
Soviets, and insufficient attention to the construc-
tive work of the great Industrial Unions, who are
possibly playing the greatest part of all.

We hope in the near future to publish a de-
tailed account of their constructive work. In the
meantime let it be noted that their structure is
akin to that which we are advocating in this
country. The following descriptions of them will
make that clear.

“In constructing their organisation the Rus-
sian Trade Unions took advantage of the nega-
tive and positive experiences of Western Europe,
and in the first days of their birth in 1905 they
began to organise, not according to trades, but
according to industries.” EERY

“The 2nd Congress laid it down that an in-
dustrial union is a unlon having the following
characteristics” :—

1) Uniting all the workers and employees of
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a given industry independent of the functions
they perform.

2) Having a central fund.

3) Having an administration based on demo-
cratic centralism.

4) Working out wage rates and conditions for
all categories of lahour within a single central
body.

5) A uniform construction from top to bot-
tom.

6) Sections within the union having a tem-
porary auxiliary function only.

T) Representation through a single body of
the interests of the organised workers and em-
ployees of a given industry before the outside
world.

8) Persons not assisting production but as-
sisting the producers, as well as all temporary
and casual workers, remain members of their
industrial union. _

“The nucleus of the union is the factory com.
mittee.”

The above quotations give a fair index of the
structure of the new organs of industrial adminis-
tration that the workers of Russia are building
up as a means to working class control and man-
agement of production.

In developing those unions they have had one
advantage over this country. Those unions were
developed after the Revolution. There was no
craft prejudices having their origin in the distant
past to be overcome. The unions were built in
the light of modern experience untramelled by
the traditions of a previous period of industrial
deveolpment. But in this country the traditions
of the coffin society craft unionism of the nine-
teenth centuvry weigh heavily upon us. They are
the greatest barrier to working class solidarity
that can be conceived. Those craft barriers can-
not be ignored by the revolutionist. They have
got to be recognised as evils, and broken down
by arduous effort in the workshop and the
branch. Theiy existence imperils any revolutionary
construetion, and they must be cleared out of
the way. :

The Scottish Workers’ Committees are ap-
pealing to the rebel elements to group themselves
together for this purpose. The structure of the
organisation which we propose has been outlined
in the “Worker” of a fortnight agoe. If you think
it needs amendment, let us hear from you. But

for heaven’s sake if you are a rebel whe eannot
agree with us, boost your own policy, throw your
weight behind your own policy; don’t merely
criticise us for waking you out of a theoretical
slumber. Don’t criticise us and think that by
doing so yot excuse your own inactivity,.

Vote on Third International

Proposals that the geners! ex-
ecutive board of the Industrial Workers of the
World should indorse the complete program of the
Third International met with objections, and a
motion to that end was lost.

This question will be submitted to a referen-
dum among the whole membership, who will be
asked to vote also upon two alternative proposals:

“That we do not officially indorse the Third
International’s program, explaining to that
body that we favor an Economic Industrial Inter-
national.”

“That we indorse the Third International with
reservations as follows: provided that we will
take no part whatever in parliamentary action,
and reserve the right to develop our own tactics
according to prevailing conditions.”

The Third International’s program, as outlined
by its presidet, Zinovieff, ineludes: dictatorship
of the proletariat everywhere; soviet power;
mass-action; expropriation of banks, land mono-
polies and large capitalistie establishments and in-
dustries. ' . ’

i
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“No War”, Says British Labor

British Labor’s outery aganst “War With
Russia” has reached proportions almost inecredi-
ble to one from America who remembers how
all protest against war was shut off by the au-
thorities there in 1917. Both the Daily Hevald
and the Labor Leader devote whole pages to
breif news accounts of mass meetings held all
over England, Scotland and Wales.

This insistent protest is unquestionable,
spontaneous. From town after town comes the
word that if war is declared, the workers will
shut down the industry. This word comes from
all sorts of industries—carpenters, tool-makers,
blast furnace, military garment makers, vehicle
workers; railway men, shoe makers, and hosts
of others.

Sounding the same cry that has been raised
in France, ex-service men meeting at Plymouth
hiave warned the government that so far as it lay
in their power “not a man, not a gun, not a scu”
will go to war to help Poland. g

“Labor has spoken with one voice; its opinion
is ‘unanimous,” says the Daily Herald. “It is

against murder. It will not have innocent blood
shed in the interests of the capitalists, and it will
stop. the war — it will stop any action, military
or naval, complete or partial direct or indirect,
by war or blockade, designed to set the nations
of western Furope against Socialist Russia.

“Tabor has its general staff, its plan of
campaign, and its certainty of victory. The
blockade is an act of war, but it is war prima-
rily against women and children. T.ahor is going
to stop all that.

“Nobody in Britain—except a few cruel and
uncrupuluous politicians—wants war. Literally
nobody. Nevertheless, there would be war — but
for labor.

“The one hopeful and splendid thing in a
world so largely given over to the intrigues and
machinations of bloody-minded militarists is the
solidarity of labor.

“The only power which can sp2ak, and the
only power which can act, against the world’s
greatest crime is organized labor, It has spoken;
it 1s acting.”

Where the F renchRall Workers Stand

By Max Worth
Furopean Staff Writter for The Federated Press.

PARIS| Aug. 31—Yesterday I spoke with an
engineer on one of the roads leading out of Paris.
He is the secretary of the engineers and firemen
on the Paris section of his road, and was active
in the strikes of March and May, 1920.

“Have you read the news with regard to the
speeial eongress of the British Labor Party on
the international situation?” T asked him.

“Indeed I have”, he replied. “Adamson and
Goslin' are here in Paris today. They are trying
to have the Federation of Labor here take the
same action for France as the Labor Party took
for Great PBritain.”

“How will the railroad workers stand?”

My friend smiled. He is a man of middle
. height dark, with determined brown eyes. “Do
you remember what their record was during the
last two strikes?” he demanded. “Then how need
you ask?”

He leaned forward eagerly. “The railway
workers of Italy, Belgium, France and Great
Britain are in perfect accord on this point. On
the subject of war, they will stand together.
There will be no war against the Soviets of Rus-
sia, because there is no method of taking soldiers
and supplies into Poland except over our lires,
and there ave no trains that will run for that
purpcse. Rcmember March: They issued orders
of mobilization to the railroad workers of France.
Of the sixty-thousand orders issued, there was
not a bake™s dozen of responses.

“The time has cone when an order for soli-
darity, issued by the union, has more force than
an order for mobilization, issued by the state. In
the May strike they dared not try an order for
mobilization. They knew it would fail; and they
know that it would fail now! That is why there
will be no war against Russia. The workers of
Europe are tired of feeding cannon.”
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My Own Shop

Uneeda Biscuit Makers Need a Union
By A. Baker.

I am supposed to he a “baker” in one of the
shops of the National Biscuit Company, but that
is rather a fancy name for a man whose work
consists of standing all day, with a long wooden
paddle in his hands, shoving stvips of cracker
dough into a hot oven. It takes about two wecks
to learn all there is to know about my jobh—after
that it is only a question of getting up more
speed.

The same thing is true of practically every
job in the bakeshop; of every job in the wheie
plant for that matter. All the “skilled” work is
done by machinery. This bakeshop—Ilike all mo-
dern factovies, I suppose--is operated on the
“chain” system. I will describe it briefly o that
you can get an idea of how: many people have n
hand in the making of the Uneeda Biscuit that
comes to you in the nretty package.

The “Chain” System

First, the raw material is thrown by the
truck-load into giant mixing machines and made
into dough. This dough is then brought out into
the hakeshop and fed into the hoppers which ave
at the head of the rvolling machine. It goes
through the rollers and comes out in thin, wids
stripz cnto the endless canvas belt. On the way
it passes under a set of dies which mark it off
into the shape and pattern of erackers. Then the
“peelers” pick it up on their paddles and push it
into the oven. As fast as one side of the over i3
filled, the other side i3 emptied of the haked
crackers. These are put into metal trays and
placed on ancther chain contrivance which car-
ries them downstairs to the packing floor.

A New system of Labor Skinning

The National Bisenit Company has a system
all of its own for handlinz heip at small expense.
The workers in the bakeshon are neither on the
piece nor hour basis, but work by the day. That
may not mean much until T explain the reason.
The bosses have found oul from experiment that
nine hours is about as long a3z the average hu-
man being can keep going at full speed. So they
established the working dayv at about nine hours,
but they do not set any regular time for qult’cm,_,

work. Her¢ is where the joker comes in.

They prepare a hatch of dough for each
machine that can be finished in about nine houvs
if everything goes at full speed. Then they tell
the workers thev can go home when they get
through with it. So in order to get away as sool
as possible they hurry as fast as they can. They
do not need any boss to drive them; they drive
themselves and each other.

If you go into some factories which are run
under crude methods you will hear straw-bosses
bawling out the workers for being slow. But
here in this up-to-date slave pen the man who
is slow holds up the whole process and the others
holler at him and blame him for keeping them
late. The foreman kere just hangs around to see
that everyting is moving: he regulates the speed
of the machines as fast as he thinks the workers
can keep up and then leaves the rest to the
National Biscuit Company’s self-acting system.

No Basis For Craft Unions

The producers of Uneeda Biscuit and other
products of this company have no union of any
kind. They have no voice whatever in questions
of management, wages or wor king conditions.
The Company decides all things of this kind and
the workers take it or leave it as individuals. At-
tempts at organization have been made at dif-
ferent times in the past, but they have all failed
for two main reasons. The first is that the Coin-
pany has plants scattered all over the country
and they can shut down one at any time they
hove trouble and have the work done in other
plants. The other veason is that the only organ-
ization ever tried was a craft union of bakers,
when anyone with balf an eye can see that there
are no such things as bakers here in the craft
union sense of the word.

One Big Union is the only thing that will do
us any good.

P. . I didn’t forget to mention the wages
paid here. I Jeft that out on purpose, because I
am ashamed to tell you how cheap we sell our
lives.



