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v, Wi and Alonen, the political pnson-
A ‘W W'Mz ‘Pannemora Were of such a nature
the National Defense Committee sent its
~ attorney to investigate. The attorney’s statement
; z;eomborates in every detail what was charged
"npiut the prison authorities, Who according to

fzthe State.

s kin is a man of tremendous vital energy. His
oell is in the old vermin-infested part of the pris-
~on. He works in the cotton shop—the worst in.the

must breathe the air laden with cottondust. Men
_are sent to that shop as a punishment. It takes
~ only two years for a man to contract tuberculosis.
' The officials are endeavoring to get Larkin to
_say or do something for which they may punish
“him. He has been expressly told that if he does
~not work to the sa satisfaction of certain officials,
he will NOT LEAVE THE PRISON ALIVE! He
“merely replied, “I am not in prison for pleasum 8

Larkin Looks Years Older

. Gitlow is taking his term in prison very phxl-
" osophically, never relaxing in his ideals. Larkin’s
- sense of social injustice is so.intense that the

[2
Al i

“ing than all the insults or bad physical conditions.

" He continually finds things to prowmmts
n, as for instance, the -table

&

ok to-the prison see, but actually stinks on the side
- on which the prisoners eat. The milder treatment
professional criminals in compari-
i m \ that accorded men of respectable cha-
racter; the graft, pull and
} his sense of justice. L 's hair has
white, and he looks several years older
he went to prison, less than three and
a half months. ago....

et o VI de the obvious intention of the government

" to crush these men.—Now, what did the do?
~ They fought and worked for a new social
‘ idnal investigated. They questioned. They
-f L we thmdthaeontmlofallthemeansof

~thelr own word, are acting on instructions from

“whole prison, where he winds spools of thread. He:

 sake” LR

trutmont of prison life causes him more suffer-

whiah nieely painted on the side that visitors -

are such as to°

, ways, etc., in the hands of a few people. They

found the great mass of the workers unable to
provide for their families, so that their wives and
children had to assist in e'aming a living. They saw

a body of idlers on the one hand, who never earn- |

ed and never would earn a penny, yet had money
in plenty to spend They saw children of 4 to 13
years forced to labor; women, even married wo-
men forced to prostitute themselves—to provide
enough to live on. They saw that the great labor
class received a job only if the boss gave it to
them—and he gave it to them, only if he could
make a profit out of them.

Why They Became Agitaters

They lived through the great war and saw
fortunes piled up on the corpses of millions of
men, forced to prostitute themselves—to provide
go up faster, so' that the workers, in spite of the
so-called “prosperity”, were worse off than be-
fore They saw that workers were forced to strike,
for laws could not, and would not be passed to im-
prove the position of the working class. They saw
that' strikes do not help the workers, since the

cost of living' advances above what they gain.
‘This was because the bosses, the capitalists, con-

trol the means of production.

" .They saw that the municipal, State and Fed-
eral governments interfered in strikes, by legisla-
tion, injunctions, by the use of the press, school
and the pulpit— and finally by the use of troops.

So these four men decided that THE WHOLE
THING WAS WRONG AND HAD TO BE

- CHANGED.

They agitated - fox a change, to put-the con-
trol of the workers’ lives and livlihood, their com-
fort and well-being, in the hands of the workers,
They argued that a worker, manual and mental s

‘entitled to a living. They demanded that every

human being render a social service, and that no
one live on the work of others.

They challenged the present order of things.
They challenged the ~whole capitalist system.
They challenged the government which, as the
workers have learned only too well, isin the hands

of the capitalists.
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Workers *‘loeked-in?’ the factories, with
rifles, machine guns, tanks and aeroplanes ready
for use in protecting themselves from attack!—
this is & new development in the labor struggle.

The presént situation in Italy developed Qut
of a contest between the metal workers and the
bosses in that industry. To starve the workers
into submission the bosses declared &
lockout. They expected that by driving the
workers out on the streets for a period, as the
American Woolen Co. did at Lawrence and
other New Fngland points recently, they could
quickly starve them into submission. .

But the Italian metal workers didn’t intend
to be starved through a lock-out. They have
come to believe that the industries have a dif-
ferent purpose than to serve merely as profit-
making machinery for the capitalists. They
declared that if the capitalists wounldn’t keep
the metal works running and give them the op-
portunity to work, produce goods the country
needed, and carn a livlihood for themselves,
they would.

Running Industry without Bosses. '

They anewered the lock-out with a loek-in
and the bosses in the metal industry haven't
yet recovered from ‘their astonishment. To
think that these downtrodden wage-slaves, who
have always been more or less content to eat
out the hands of the bosses, should have tho
nerve to take 1 of the factories, just as if
théy belonged to them and go ahead manu-
facturing zoods without regard to the men of
‘‘guperior brains’ whose property they were!
Such a thivk has been unheard of before!

The Italian workers are proving themselves
equal to the job. They are keeping the in-
dustries running. When those industries which’
supplied raw material to the metal works be-
gan to cut off the supply, they quickly found
that that méthod of getting at
ers wouldn’t work. The workers in other i
dustries. showed their solidarity with the
meotal workers by taking over the raw materials
needed and sending them ‘to the metal works.

In order to fully grasp what has happened in

The Italian “Lock-in”

By Emil Lyon,

_they have seized,
the metal work-

ing

Ttally one must imagine the steel workers lock-
ing themsclves in the Btﬂﬂlxm.;mzhlf‘"” 34
going ahead with the production of steel aftor -
the steel trust had shut down the plants. Add
to the picture that the coal miners and.railway
men continue to doliver coal, in spite of the
orders of the bosses, that men on the iron
ranges send down the ore and the steel trust
ships contirue to deliver it, all under com-
pulsion of the workers, and one gets an idea of
this astounding new development in the labor
movement in Italy. Vi SN O et
Where is the Government?

Naturally the question arises, what has ba-
come of the government, that is always 80
quick to step iu to protect the private property
interests of the bosses and to béat the worke
into submission? Why has not the Italian
ernment used its armed forces ‘to dislodge
workers!? TR ST

The reason why the ‘government has
actéd is not difficult of explanation, Italy
for many months now been on the brink of
volution. The work of organizing Soviets
been underway for some .tlme. The
workers are ready for the stroggle for
of the state power. The Italian Gover
hesitates aud seeks to bring abont a
promise because it foars that an .&x
the ,metalaworkers will preeipit oY
tionary stiuggle for control of the ¢
{g&m the resul;fotfhlnch a struggle w

e overthrow e existing NVOM, TIINe!
the establishment of a Soviet Goy

‘The Italian workers are not u
sions as to the situation. They know &
cannot permanently hold -the indust
1, without having te
the government, which i§ the re
the bosses. They know that theuw
Tution cannot be won withont first
g ‘the government of the b
up the Soviots and the Dictate
letariat| The arms in their h
they ave ready for that s
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A Talk To Miners -- and Others

By L. J. Wydra.

. The fighting coal miners of the Belleville, Ill-
'mmvhohavedwaylbeenmthe fore-
' . front of the industrial struggie in America, are
~mwheginninztowakeuptothefactthstlabors
- fight for freedom is a world-wide affair a.nd that

~ the workers of all capitalist countries must 'stand
; ~ or fall together. It was with this new idea in mind

~ that local union No. 2708 of Nigger.Hollow mine

workingmen, especially

d by our ‘Russian brothers and -refuse to
Wwork at would. help their enemies.
A ‘lead, the sub-district miners’

mnnﬁon held at Collinsville passed a similar
. ution and the subject is up for discussion in a
: oftheotherloealsinthisdistrictFor
"tholn!omsﬂonofminm and other workers in
- different parts of the country, I will quote a part

" of the resolution ad0ptedwhlchsetaf9rththe.

reasons for the action we have taken.
. Workers’ Control in Russia.
/*“Today in Russia the entire control of the gov-
~ernment is in the hands of the organized workers.
The management of industry fixing of wages,

‘hours, shop conditions and other phases of the -

) work of production is handled directly by the
labor unions without any bosses or “operators”
drawing any profits from the labor of the workers,

or exploiting them in any way.
‘f‘nle idle, parasite class, that lives sucking
, redlizes that when working

L
%

other eountrie& see that working class
s a'successs in Russia and that it is much
the present system of wage slavery,

i
gr

example. Therefore they are doing every
in their power to break down the Russian

Mbystuuinnoeentwonien and children, in

by this to weaken the courage of the brave
u’ :

fumhh money and supplies to'dif-

of the old czar’s regime who have

1

i
ﬁfi

acdnworm:earmieatodefeat'

H
]

forces. But the brave soldiers
ﬁdlﬁwfor bread and freedom,
mch

A
g
g
g

-3
j

will organize themselves for action to follow

t.mybloehdetheoountr:/‘

“We declare our firm opposition to any war
which the capitalist governments of the world
may undertake against our Russian brothers and
appeal to all coal miners to refuse to produce any
coal or to do work of any kmd to help them in
this murderous conspiracy.”

The West Virginia Struggle.

Another matter which should be considered
by the organized coal miners is the sfruggle in
West Virginia. This is a very important affair
which should concern the miners at large, especial-
ly the Illinois miners. Our brothers there are

. hounded by corporation thugs, spies, etc. The

miners’ wives and children are suffering, being
starved and thrown out of their homes in a so-call-
ed “free” country. Why is it that ‘President Lewis
and the other officials of the U. M. W of A. do
notfing ?

The coal miners in West Virginia are carry-
ing on the struggle to free themselves from the
clutches of the coal corporations and we must re-
cognize that an injury to one is an injury to all.
Their fight is otir fight and if the officers of our
union do not want to take action, then I say it is
high time the rank and file should take it up. And
if 400,000 coal miners cannot do it alone, let us
take the entu'e labor movement. Let us all unite
as a body of workers to help the coal miners of
West Virginia win their struggle.

Railroad Workers and Anthracite Miners.

The same thing applies to the so-called “out-
law” railroad workers and thé anthracite miners

‘who are making a fight for living wages. We are

not doing our duty when we stand idly by and
offer no help to any body of workers who carry
on their battle alone against the organized pow-
er of the capitalists class. i
Fellow workers, the time has come when we

as workers in general must unite as a solid body

in One Big Union to accomplish our freedom. And
furthermore, working men and women, it is our
duty to look after the coming generation to see
that they are not enslaved as we are at present.
The slave chains of the masters are clinching

tighter and tighter, Let us get rid of that slavery.
It behooves us, vangu&rds of the coming genera-

,tion, to work, to organize for working class con-.
"trol in industry and govemment
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© The War

Here are some things I have learned:
There is no strike of miners here, Seventy-

- five per cent of the mines about Williamson are

75 per cent closed because the owners have in-
stituted a lockout against every workman who
joins the union. :

About seventeen of the 62 mining companies .
about Williamson have broken away. from. the
lockout employers and are now operating in harm-
mony with the union.

All the others which pretend to.operate at
all are heavily guarded by armed gunmen, usually -
affiliated with the Baldwin-Feltz Detective
Agency. A union organizer who fries to approach
such a mine is likely to be killed and almost
certain to be beaten up.

Any miner who gives up his job at one of
these guarded mines and tries to escape ough
the “cordon sanitare” to the free world outside is
beaten if caught and may be killed if he persists
in the effort. Concrete illustrations of this condi-
tion are abundant and will be cited in a later
story. ‘ )

The crux of the present situation and the
reason the troops were brought is this—the lock-
out and the lockin have both failed to break the
solidarity of the miners and restore the old
dictatorship of the operators. ,

The miners who have been locked out are
backed by a monthly fund of $600,000 provided
by the United Mine Workers of America, and are
sure that victory will be theirs if only the United
States government’ will defend and preserve their
tegal right to conduct meetings and continue the
work of peaceful organization.

The locked-in miners, brought here with out
knowing of the struggle which exists or believing

'that, conditions might prove tolerable after all,

wsually run away at the first chance and have to
be expensively caged while they remain.

For the operators oply one possible road to
victory remains. They must obtain martial law at
all costs. ¢

Martial law would put an end to the minérs’
meetings, stop peaceful organizing and frighten
the simple, illiterate population of these lost
mountains into 3 belief that they must return to

In West Virginia
By Paul Hanna ) SRR
Staff Correspondent for the Federatad Press. \ 3 L

kil each other. If we will, we can establish a

5 : x P S
- "
‘
.o A:‘ s » . . 3

. ; i ) hacis o
peonage in the mines or else dely\;‘the United
Sstates government. : LR T HRE

Within the law the operators have been beat-
en to the edge of the cliff and are about to drop
over the side. But a few murders up or down this
dark valley—done by anyone who can be induced *
to do it—may still bring martial law and give
the operators a further lease on the : K}

The stakes are high, and the game intensely. .+
bitter. - : R e R ¢

Straight Shots
(From Bill Haywood’s qu'thk Bpodnh) '
* There is no reason why working‘ihoi ghould

society in which we can live happily together, ~ '
B8 : ; i

It was only because we worked for a wotld :
in which men could be happy that we were sent |
to prison. It is difficult to believe but it is so.

Education is the one thing the boss is fear-

ful of. He does not want you to know anything

except the machine yon’ are 3

to much about that either. s
Somo members of the I. W. W. may ha
id, during 'the war, that Wilson was. o

A lot more people say it mow. = i

e

They charged us with having M’x ;
preambly of the I. W. 'W. To that charge an-
swer we are guilty. We will continue to print
it in Slavish, Tn Chinese and Japanese, in Swed-
iahandihweryothethmwo,‘w oA
and Italian. They already understand it. -

ik ¥ X
S i

speak in the interest of Cot

man Yho is in prison, wherever
myself am called a con

jailing of the I W.
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s “’l‘lmt is the great danger here in Franco—
~  the French capitalists aré becoming American-
i MP’H&M Sn\olle;‘raxh'oad worker and prop-
it w&, diseharged "and imprisoned for his
~ part in the May strike, emphasized his words
by striking his fist against his open palm.
“That is it,”” he repeated ‘‘Americanized!”

: in France is for the employers to gouge their
- employees wherever ‘that is | possible. Conse-
quently it is easy to get the workers to see that
- the employer is exploiting then. That has been

~the situation here for generations, and it is the

. thing to which we are accnstomed. Then came
- the war, with its intimate contact between the
~ capitalists here and in the United States.

Wlmt has been the result? Our capitalists

4 hﬂe to practice the American mdhhod
R the labor problem—not all,

 conrsé, but the bigger and wiser ones. 'l‘hev

have stopped fighting labor, and now they are

 going fo thel ofthehlgumonsandoffer-

incﬁodivxdwp dt is the new tlnngwe have
to face here.

are ngt bmght with money—but- they are
| ,' d and preferments of various kinds.
s sodal attention. They are told that
themtao!%or and capital are the same.

"WMWM'MQ;%J“&

his far it has suceeeded remarkably. The
' en in by it because they do not
0! vm it means. :

lera. gc'vernment—-lt ns held
e exactly that pnnmple Millerand
rstands the workers—it is only a little
since he was an extreme Socialist—and he
- that they
Q@uquen

, he apparen‘tly gzves them

’

éﬁc&mzmg iizing French Capitalists
By Max Worth, ot
Eumpean Staff Writer of The Federated Pross.

. ““You see,” he went on, ““the tradition here

“Idomtmmbhm in a bad sense-—-the lead-

 they are holding the power, and they are using
tﬁﬁ new method ‘o get he workers on their

be deceived by appesr-

w

everythmg—m reality, they get nothing.

“In short, the workers of France are to be
bought off—a little extra money; a coqurt&ble
fadtory; a recreation centre; a’share in the pro-
fits —-—but the one essential thmg the control
of the industry, and of the surplus, will remain
where it is today, in the hands of the owning
clags. Is not that the American system?1”

““But, will this succeed in France?’’

“Not for long. The workers are too class-
conscious. They are too old in the struggle.
Then, too, they have ever before their eyes the
example of Russia. This is a stage in the con-
centration of capitalist power. It brings us ono
step nearer the control and direction of in-
dustry by the workers.”’

Write For the Toiler

The Toiler will come a great power in the
labor world if the active men and women on the
firing line of the class struugle will lend a
hand. To give the paper punch and variety it
takes the work of many people.

Make it a point ‘to send in something every
week or so—a news story, propaganda article,
pawg'raph or clipping that can be useful to the
editor in getting up the paper,

Articles suitable for the ‘‘My Own Shop”’
department on the back page of each issue are
especially wanted: Judging from the reports

~we have already received, this is the most

effective kind of propa.gamda

Drawmgs are also greatly appreciated as it
is the plan to mse eeveral small ones each week
in addition to the cover cartoon,.”

Many workers who have never had any
practice in writing hesitate about making the
start. But you will find it is mainly a matter
of work, and if you stick to it you cam get

« your ideas aoross so that they can be under-

stood. Don’t worry if you don’t happen to be
familiar with all the rules of grammar and
composition. Good sense makes good enough
Fnglish. Besides nearly all the readers of the
Toiler are workers and they will understand .
what you mean if you talk their langunage.
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" ‘The Suffrage Sham

By Harry Stone . \

The mentally emancipated worker cannot
help but view with distrust the recent granting,
after many years of bitter struggle, of the right
of suffrage to more than twenty million women.
The idea is spreading among the workers more
and more that no permanent good can ever be
gotten, under the capitalist system, through the
medium of voting. When they really want any-
thing they use other means—the strike, for in-
stance. This is true of the every day struggle.

Voting, also, cuts little figure in the calculations:

of those who are seriously thinking and working
to organize the workers for future control of in-
dustry and government.

But, more to the point, can woman suffrage,
excepting through its educational possibilities,
help the masses of working people? NO. In the
first place, the capitalist politicians wouldn’t have
granted it if this were the case, They are in the
business of hamstringing the working class, not
helping it out. But more detailed reasons why wo-

“man suffrage does not menace the control of the
parasite class can be given if they are needed.

Working Women in Minority

The majority of women who got the vote and
who .will use it most were the women of the up-
per crust and middle-class elements. These wo-
men are well satisfied with things as they are and
will not support any effort to change them by the
ballot or other means. They can be safely' trust-
ed to act on the side of the capitalists and against
the wokers whenever the issue is raised in an
election. Their votes, as well as their heafts, will

be where their treasure is. _
Besides the fact that a majority of the wo-
men voters will be of non-working class elements,

it is the way the suffrage is juggled and controll-
ed that makes assurance doubtly sure for the rul-

ing class. Throughout the country we see the

wives of the rich men organizing propaganda

societiés for the purpose of “educating” women

voters to their particular brand of politics. The -

mediums of publicity are open to them—the press,

pulpits, magazines, ete. Thé working class press
and other means of spreading propaganda and in- _
) - power would lie in
Woman suffrage, on the whole, will be a ‘con- would really mean

formation are

itifully small in comparison. .

‘would be one in which’

)

servative force. Indeed, that is why the capitalist
class permitted women to have the vote. In order
to overcome the growing disillusionment among
the workers in regard to the ballot, the ruling
class must steadily increase—or, rather, pretend
to increase—suffrage rights It is hardly likely =
that suffrage rights will be taken away entirely, s
although it has been done, in effect, in many cases
by short—sighted politicians such as‘those who
controlled the New York Assembly and who fired =
out the five elected socialists because they didn't
like their looks. ; ek ,

The Ballot Box Illusion, .
But the “wise” capitalists are not in favor of
this kind of action because that destroys one of .
their strongest weapons—the illusion of the work-
ers that through the ballot they really have some-
thing to say about the government,
Capitalism needs fer its preservation every
tool that it now makes use of, As long as the
workers are willing to have their slavery con-
tirmed by elections, the ruling class will not ob-.
ject. They will even permit special elections in
between the regular ones for that purpose, if ne-

cessary, b :
~about th

As we have said, this delusion
value and power of the ballot in the hands
workers is one of the things that holds capi
rule up. Sooner or later we have got to get it ot
of our heads. 1t is true that working class pa
jes in other countries have made good use o
itical campaigns for propaganda purposes.
once in a while a true revolutionist like Lieb
has been elected to a legislative body
as a sounding board for revolutions
This is necessary to be done, and no d
be done here in this country.
 But this is only sabotaging t
institutions not trying to use them f
of emancipating the workers, This
cannot be done through the use of
made for the ~of enslavir
ernment suitéd to the needs o
the right

restrieted to product

f

L2
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“Civil Liberty”
- The Federated Press sends us & series of nine
omg articles by a ¢liberal’’ lawyer on the sub-
306!: of #Civil Liberty—How we igot it; How we
lost it; How to' regain it.”” The tntla of the
: senes as well as the subject matter seems to
; - on the theory that civil liberty is some
‘ mrt ‘of natural or divine right {F ich we pos-
AR ‘sessed for a long time and have just been de-
. ‘prived of throngh the machinations of un.
worthy officials who are not true to ithe consti-
tution, American traditions, eto. The inference
bemgthatwhenwewereperm.lttedtownte
and epeak without being arrested we were
“‘free’’ and that when' the unfaithful officials
- are brought to see the error of their ways we
~ will be free again
~ Suocha vxewpomt ghows a total lack of under-
. ahndingoftherea]msuewemoonfronted
‘with. The situation in society, briefly stated, is
~ this: There are two classes, one of which is the
. ruling class. In America the ruling class at the
' present time hapeps to be the capitalist oclass.

. b e

The Government is not a thing which repre-
sents the interests of “all the people’’—as this
sortof propaganda takes for granted—but, on
the contrary, it is the special instrument of the
ruling class and its main purpose is to keep
the workers where they are.

This is not simply our theory of it; it is the °
aotual fact. Under these circumstances the
working class, naturally, has no ‘‘rights’’
whatever, civil or otherwise, which acrue to
them as a result of ‘‘constitutional guaram-
‘tees.”” Under certain conditions the Govern-
ment of the ruling clasg permits a certain
amount of free discussion to the workers, but
this is never done in recognition of their rights
to it. They allowed free speech, more or less,
in America before the war because they did
not consider the revolutionary movement to
have sufficient strength to be dangerous.
They allow civil liberty to a large extent in
Italy at the present time because the organ-
ized workers are so powerful they cannot help
‘themselves.

One of these two conditions must exist be-
fore any of the rules of ‘‘democracy’’ apply
for us. Neither prevails now in this country.
The time when the revolutionary movement
was regarded as harmless by the ruling class
has passed forever, and the time when we will
be strong enough to take such rights as we
need has not yet arrived, In the meantime civil
liberty is bound to languish.

But there is another aspect to this questlon
that cannot be passed by. The freedom we
are fighting for is mot merely the freedom' to -

_meet, speak and write withont bemg persecut-
‘ed. That is only one small plank in the platform
. of ' the revolutionary workers. The big, im-
portant objective is freedom from labor exploi-
tation and all the abuses ‘that follow from it.
Phe goal of the labor movement is complete
control in industry and government, nothing
less. Not equal rights with the capitalists, but
a society without any capitalists in it.

The struggle for the accomplishment of this
real and serious purpose requires ‘that we rid
ourselves of all illusions and see the issue clear-
ly as it is. One of these illusions—and a most
harmful ono—is the idea that the capitalist
class is going to recognize any ‘‘rights’’ exoerpt
those whieh we have power. to defend.
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No Place To Live

40,000 tenants in the city of New York have
been notified to move on October 1 unless they
are prepared to pay greatly increased rents. This
is only an incident in the nation-wide house short*
age which is already resulting in the greatest
privations to the workers. Inadequate toom and
extortionate rents—this is becoming the rule in
every industrial center.

Karl Marx estimated that the break-up of
the capitalist system would be due when it could
no longer “guarantee a living to the slave within
his slavery”. That period|is not far distant here
in America and it has already arrived in most of
the European countries,

When the workers cannot have a roof over
their heads, when the oncoming panic throws
them out of work and the prospect of actual hung-
er stares them in the face, it is quite likely that
they will ask themselves if existence under capital-
ism constitutes a living. They will then turn—as
Marx said they would—to the task of organiziny
for the overthrow of capitalism and the erection
of a social order adopted to their needs.

The Mob

What is a mob? ,

A mob is a mass of men, unorganized and un-
armed, held together by some aim, not clear to
the whole body of men. It generally consists of
workmen, particularly, nowadays. ;

‘  An army is a body of men, well organized,
well disciplined—well armed. This body exists
for only one purpose: to shoot and to kill.
,/ . The interference of State militia and Federal
troops in labor troubles is teaching the American
workers how to-change a mob into ‘an army.

Freedom

~,
Organized workers of Duquesne, Pa., want
" to hold a meeting. The chief of police forbids
it for FEAR that something irregular might
be said. | '
They hold it just the same.

. Six speakers, one after the other, ave pulled
down from the pla and arrested. The
meeting is broken up. The men are taken to
court, found guilty and sentenced. - \

‘They apeal the case. The higher court ﬁp-
holds the deeision..... > A :

Organised “workis i Ripokans, Fash. Rkl -

a convention. The-convention is dispersed and

ten of the delegates arredted.... - ‘
What kind of a country is this anyhow?
Jail is the only FREF place'the gover

nt
provides for workingmen. ‘
N * ,

The Picket Line

Italian capitalists: would no doubt prefer an.
earthquake to a revelution but it looks like

they are going to get both at the same time,

Latost reports indicate that the red flag ﬂies:
over 300 Ttalian factories. That ¢ouldn’t be done

in the state of New York because there is a law
against it. Or could it? ; i

'
—— ’

John Spargo, the ex-socialist has sailed for ,

Italy to study the labér movement and see
whalt he can do to help the capitalist of that
country out of the bad hole they are in, We

are glad to lose him, but we hate to see the

Ttalian workers get him.

The labor movement of Kansas C‘itjr, Kwsas
was afiraid there might be some misunderstand-

' ing of their sentiments toward the anti-strike

law enacted by the Kansas legislature, So they
carried this sign in the tabor day parade:,

To Hell With Governor Allen’s
Industrial Court Law. '

semsasar

The 780 refugee Russian Children now in

New York in charge of the Red Cross were each
presented with a picture of Woodrow Wilson
last waek. Soon after, 200 of them tried

escape from their custodians. 5 e

e

A gang of burglars in broadeloth meet in

hotel room in Chicago and decide that Mr, Hard-

ing shall be nominated. Another band of pluto-

cratic cut-throats gather at Frisco and agree on

Mz, Cox. Then they tell us: .“Hﬁqu,ktb!ph@tm ; 3
country. You are free to take your oh,o!oo,", e i s A
y. ‘ i . ¢ "\ ';"."
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T :;'..Trade .\.U_nionism At the Cross Roads

By W. McLaine (England)

' The trade unions exist because between those
‘the meéans of wealth production and
1 o have nothing to sell but their power to
1 "and are forced to sell that to the highest
bidder in order that they shall live, there is a pex-

petual’ conflict of economic interests, which man-

ifests itself in the workshop, mine and factory.
This_conflict is most cleatly seen in those places

_ where wealth is produced, because the desire of

the employer for a greater profit, which can only
be gained at the expense of the workers’ energy,
leads him continually to make attempts to take it

- oput-of his employees either by “speeding up” or

by wage reductions. On the other hand, the work-

 ers desire and strive to obtain as great a return

for the gxpenditure of a given amount of energy
as they possibly can, The conflict of the workshop

* is reflected in all the walks of -social life. In pol-

itics the master class dominates and uses the
machinery of the State, including in the last resort
the armed forces, to prevent the workers from
securing any appreciable advantages that circum-
stances might favour their obtaining. In the edu-
cational sphere the workers’ children are shut out
from parcipating in the delights of continued
study, and are supplied with just sufficient know-

- ledge of the elements of education as will enable

them to function as workers in office or factory
or warehouse. In the Press, we note how the eco-
nomic struggle is distorted, and hew the workers
are made to.appear to be unreasoning animals
making demands which if cohceded would put-dn
end to the gosmic scheme. The Press that, when'a
strike takes place, calls for “a whiff of grape-
shot” to be used against the, strikers, is but re-
flecting “the wish that is father to the thought”

in the minds of the owners of the land and factor-

ies, and their desire that they shall be confirmed
in their ownership, and that the workers shall on
no account be permitted to claim any ‘“place in
the sun.” - - ‘

_The Trade Unions must develop into attack-
ing bodies, therefore, because they are the organ-
ized expression of the workers’ partial recognition
of the fact of the class struggle, and that the
balsia of the capitalist system of wealth production
is ‘the exploitation of the workers, that makes

Ieeo‘nomi'c organisation necessary.

e

2 'What We Are Attacking

The ipdividual employer with one small fact-
ory, employing a small number of workers, gave
place to the large employet who in turn has been
in great measure displaced by the trust, the
combine and the great association. So interwoven
is the fabric of capitalist society to-day that it is
practically impossible for us to say where one
industry begins and another leaves off, just as it

-is impossible for us to separate one armament
firm or railway company from another, because,

in spite of their apparent separate identity, they
are in a large number of cases branches or sub-
sidiary concerns one of the other, interdependent,
interlocked, welded together, one and indivisible.
The employing class tends to draw closer together
and to become more despotic in character. The
middle class—the shopkeepers, doctors, lawyers,
ete., as industry becomes more centralised, are

- being crowded out and each in turn becomes the

employee either of a multiple shop concern, a
limited liability company, or the State. The means

.of production are now so highly developed and so

costly, entailing’ vast aggregations of capital be-
fore they can be procured and set in motion, that
it is impossible for either workers or small mid-
dle class men to become their own employers or to
be free from dependence upon the holders of mass-
ed capital. Side by side with the divorcement of
the workers from all ownership or control of the
means of life, has grown up also the separation
of the capitalists: from active participation in in-
ddstrial direction or management. The latter func-
tions now devolve upon salaried managers and
directors, some of them members of the working
class, and others middle class men whose inde-
pendent positions have been undermined by eco-
nomic developmet and who have become workers
now in fullest sense of the term. The lack of abil-
ity on the part of the capitalist class to manage
or direct is clearly seen when we contemplate the
appalling ineptitude of the “business men” con-
trollers who now govern us, and who have been
unable either to control or to do anything other
than make confusion worse confounded. The work-
ing class becomes each day more definitely a pro-
pertyless class, and the gulf between the two class-
es has been widened by, amongst other things,
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the centralisation movement that has been pushed
forward by war conditions, New forms of State
control have been tried and found to be to the
advantage of Capital; because they have eliminat-
ed competing ‘interests, have increased the power
of the dominant class, a.nd have given it full con-
trol over all the State machinery, which is now
offieially described as the “Executive.”” The Ex-
ecutive functions for and on behalf of those whose
economic power enables them to control all the
avenues of public expression and administration.
The workers, therefore, stand arrayed agamst
their exploiters. The struggle is no longer against
the single employer or the group of employers. Tt
is against the capitalist class. as a whole,

3. How We Are To Attack

While Capitalism has been changing its form
and character, and Capital has become more firm-
ly fixed in the saddle, the organisations of the
workers have remained to ‘all intents and purposes
the same in structure and in outlook. Formed to
protect the interests of groups of workers, they
have grown in size, but always with their group
character stamped upon them. Skilled and unskill-
ed have organised separately and have invariably
pursued their own advantages with a complete
disregard for the interests of other sections. As
industrial processes have been simplified, the un-
skilled workers have found it possible to under-
take new work, and to improve their positions as
individuals. But the vested interests of craft and
apprenticeship have stood in the way, and the
employers, acting in accordance with their policy
of “divide and conquer,” have played off one sec-
tion against another until both skilled ahd unskill-
ed have suffered from the downward pressure that
their own divided counsels invited. Because the
workers have been divided, and because they have
been é.lilty of civil war over demarcation and
craft procedure, the development of machinery,
ete., instead of producing a levelling up of social
life (in the sense that all the hard work of the
world could be done by the machine instead of
by human effort), has levelled us all down, and
tends further to reduce all the position of gen-
eral ‘unskilled machine minders. If we are to se-
cure for our class the, full fruits of our own en-
deavowys it is imperative that within our own
ranks there shall be unity of purpose and action,
There must be an epidemic of amalgamations of

competing unions. A more scientific form of in-

dustrial orgamsatxon is an essential ha\?ing as its

Al

e om0 g

N,

unit nexther the craft mor the section, nomﬂm

the sex, but the mduahy (h.so far as the industry:

can be defined) in which those concerned are en-

gaged; and the whole must:be linked M

class organisation whose function and g

pose must be to work out the emanciputi

working class. ri g
In this building up of the 'great"ln'dugtrihl

Unions care must be' taken tgeguard against over

centralised and bureaucratic control’ The real'

power must be in the hands of tHe rank and file

of the membership, and since industry, because’
of its structure, must be departmenta!ised full re-’
presentation on all, governing bodies eonnected-
with the organisation must be accorded to all the
departments of the industry concerned, not }vith‘
a view to the advancement of separate claims or
interests, but rather for the purpose of making
the whole articulate and harmonious. Only those
who do the work know how the work is done,

and the workshop, the place where the economic
conflict begins, must be the centre from which .
all life and activity shall radiate. The growth of
the Shop Stewards and Workers’ Committee move-
ments is an indication that the importance of the
workshop is being more clearly recognised The
workshop in the future will be what the trade
union branch is now, with this difference, that
whereas activity within the branch is confined to .
a few regular attenders, activity will be general '

‘because, while for various reasons trade unionigts

may absent themselves from the branch, 'they
cannot (except temporarily) absent themselves -
from work. They must attend, and thus will be
drawn into such activities as may be under con.
sideration. The umons will need to become effi-
cient fighting m es, capable of performing the,
work they will set out t- lo..New cirecumstances -
demand that new meth.as shall be adopted to

& meet,them; new times, indeed, demand new meth-

ods and new men, Dependqnce upon leaders, men
who often, because of their personal situatic
desire a “qmet life,” will pass of itgelf. The in-
dudustrial democracy of the future will deem it
self capable of attending to its affairs, and will

act. in purpose without regard to the Wilhu ot

“elected persons.” . e
4. Our Objective, = = =

“No form of organisation and no plans M* :

attack can be of service unless the workers posses .

a clear recognition of the mission and m ~:f’

the workmg class. Ts our ppmowthé’mm"'

\t

> " » i
ol T Ty
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dlel:ionofone,twoorgvenmanyhoursoflabour"'

If it is, then the workers' industrial movement
. need but uself over to the tender mercies of
~ the é,lm of Employers and Employed. The

. mng ying class will of itself concede these things,
e well that “contented” workers, tolerably
" well cared for, will do more work and will be quite

“gafe” Qur purpose must be clear and definite,

" and be the guiding inspiration of all our activities.
‘It must be nothihg less than the full and complete
determination by ourselves of the conditions un-
der which we live and work, and the full con-
“trol by ourselves of the wealfh we produce. The
acoomphshment of this purpose cannot be the
work of benevolent, [phllosophlcal professors en-
gaged in analysing society, or of social quacks
. with distorted vision. All progress comes from
below. The working class has been brought into

being as a class, and has become recognisable as a

separate social entlty by the development of the

productive forces. Capitalism has produced it, and

‘will be destroyed by it.. No compacts with the

_employing class can serve the purpose of Labour.
No class truces can be entered into, because even
‘when declared for a period, as during the war

they have not and, oould not be observed
by the capitalist class, notw1thstandmg that the
‘workers were prepared to keep their side of the
contract.

, The spirit that led the South Wales miners,

the workers on the Clyde, and later on the en-
~ gineers, to challenge capitalist law and order in
the ahape of the Munitions and Defence of the
Realm Acts, is the spirit that will carry the work-
ers through to their final goal. Thig spirit should
not, however, be wasted in struggles trifling
L ¥ gsins. It must be conserved ‘and even disciplined

-

“in order that when called upon to be used it may

be found ready and prepared. All forms of work-
ing class activity need to be co-ordinted. We have
seen how the State—capitalism in its most highly
developed form— has taken part in industrial re-
gulation and control, and because of this the
struggles of the future will bring the workers in-
to conflict with capitalism at its very nerve centre
—the State. The programme laid down by the
‘President of the Trade Union Congress at Black-
pool for the closer linking up of the industrial, po-
litical and co-operative phases of the movement
is' more comprehensive than any proposals yet
: ihlnan up by organised Labour. But behind it there

\ :

must be the driving force of Labour in revolt
against modern conditions, and Labor determined
to work out its own salvation.

The Cross Roads.

Trade Unionism has reached the cross roads.
It has to choose between a losing policy of defence
and a policy of purposeful and determined at-

tack. It has to choose between alliance ‘w1th Capi-.

tal for the maintenance of capitalist supremacy
and a condition of things in which Labor will
allways play second fiddle in the olifarchs’ or-
chestra; and the asserting of its position in the
struggle for freedom as an integral part of the ar-
mory of a fighting working class. United, Labor
conquers all; divided it remains the tools of its
exploiters. Umted resolute, determined and re-
fusing to be sxde-tracked by specious promises or
arrangements, the working class nationally and
internationally can consohdate its forces, close its
ranks, and prepare, first for the clearmg the
ground of the encumbrances of autocracy and des-
potism, industrial and political ; and .secondly, for
the bulldmg of the new society by the labor of its
own hands. Those who do the work of the world
have the first claim to full and free opportunities
for self development, for education, for leisure,
‘and for the enjoyment of all the good things of
the earth, which withput their labour could not
' be produced, but whicH, because they have so far
not had the will to prevent it, have been- filched
from them by a class whose usefulness in society
has long passed away A glorious future is our
heritage; it awaits us and it calls us on. Our
own class interests demand that we shall obey the
—call and mareh shoulder to shoulder, skilled and
‘unskilled, men and women, all banded together
for one common purpose—the winning of true
freedom.

ROBERT MINOR

Will fill a series of speaking dates in
Ohio beginning Oect, 17th to 30th inclusive,
He will speak under the dirvection of the
National Defense Committe.

Arrange a Robert Minor Meeting.
We will help you do it. Address The Toiler
for particulars. -

-

\
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Don’t Forget!

It has been nearly twd years since the world
was made safe for democracy, but more than two
thousand men and women still suffer in American
jails and penitentiaries for the cause of labor.

' Don’t forget them!

When you sit down to a good Sunday meal,
don’t forget the boys who subsist on the v11e
prison stews.

When you go to sleep in a soft bed, don’t for-
get the hard iton cots in the jails and those who
lie on them for you.

When you walk in freedom through the parks,
don’t forget the freedom lovers whose range is
the prison corridor and cell.

When you are tempted to give up the fight,
remember they were not afraid.

They are in there for us.

Are we out here for them?

The Government

The United States Government does not send
troops against Russia.

But it furnished the funds to equip the arm-
ies of Kolchak, Denikin, Yudenitch and Poland,
who did make war on Russia.

The United States does
against Russia.

But it refused to trade with Russia, thus
starving men, women and children.

The United States government does not send
troops against Russia.

But it lets no medicines reach Russia, so that
epidemics killed off the people.

The U d States government does not send
troops against Russia.

not send troops

But it spread lies about the Sowet Govern-

ment, in that way making American workers be-
lieve that “democratic” government like in the
United States, is the only 100% true and perfect
kind.

'
ATTENTION, Dr. FRANK HANNEN
OR MINNIE HANNEN ,
W. E. Reynolds wishes to correspond
with von on a matter of mportanoe

Address The Toiler.

- =

1,

v ,

-
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WALTER GABRIEL, scuvicted in New Jersey
for membership in the Communist Labor Parta,
has been released on a cash bond of'$5,000, pro-
vided by friends, after the judge retuped to looapt
the same amount in liberty bonds i

| ——

RESPONDING to the recent letter of G. Zi-
noviey, chairman of the executive committee of
the 'f‘hhd International, calling upon the Balkan
proletariat to rally around the international .com-
munist organization, the congress of the com-

~munist party of Jugo-Slavia, by a large majority,

declared itself for the overthrow of the capitalist
system through the arming and dictatorship of
the proletariat. Four hundred delegates, repre-
senting 80,000 members attended the congress.

NICOLAI LENI‘I;I—

by Zinovieff

. His co-worker and life long comrade.
President of the Third International.

LENIN DID NOT DROP FROM THE
SKY in the hour of Russia’s orisis and
assume the terrific responsibilities of the
leadership of the revolution. On the con-

trary, he’ was a recognized reality for
many years in Furopean mvolntionary
circles.

And he was mosi frequently in a minor- \
ity. Not until all other leadership had
failed was he called upon to take his place {
at the helm of YRuseia’s destiny and the
leadérship of the proletarmn world revolu-
tion,

His friend and comrade, Zinovioff, tells

election as Premier of the Russian Soviet
- Republie. It is a 48 page ‘pamphlet of
consuming interest and inspiration. Every
Communist, Socialist and Radical will find
it a valnable addition {o his library.
Wo ask you ‘to help in its wide dmm--
tiox. i

=" 260 &Y
: Ready for delrvery Oct. 18t Advmo
orders soho:ted —Address tl}o '.l‘oilor

in this pamphlet of his life previous to |
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~ 'Depression Hits Akron

. The: sconrge of miemployment ‘is being laid
.mpon the industrial population of Akron, the
Tire City. The Goodyear Company has aid off

_~ 15,000 hands in the past month; the Goodrich

Cowpany, 12,000; and other firms have dis-

_ ‘missed a ‘proportionate number of their work-

Hem s 1L

~ IAltogether; there must ‘be about 30,000 re- -

«cently unemployéd. And:this in a city of 200,000
:-‘p'opgwtion. This huge accession to the ranks of
‘the “unemployed 'is making itself keenly felt
“through the ‘consequent depression in trade.
Tiarge tire mamufacturing firms, which form-
orly were working three eighthour ghifts in the
‘twenty-four hours, are now working ‘one shift
only, and with a ‘‘skeleton crew’’ at that.
Together with this partial cessation of in-
dustry is an effort on the part of the employers
to lower the wages. The men have been earning
from eighty cents to a dollar an hour, for un-
gkilled and semi-skilled labor, during and since
the war. If anyone applies now for a job, he
is told thalt he will be taken on at 38 cents an
hour. !

The regult is that the American workers, who -

form a alrge portign of Akron’s labor popula-
tion, arg ge ting fighting mad; and  every

| o

You can do it too!

‘During the past two months we have
built mp an army of dozens and dozens of
commades who subseripe for a weekly”
_bundle of Toilers and sell them- to other
‘workers—in the shops, at union meetings,
on the street, everywhere. .

. Make The Teiler YOUR shop paper and
YOU be its distributor, See bundle rates
an page 8.

Order a Bundle
‘;,_,Your T YA R Uy L
O R PR LLL
fCity ............... Bfate™ i
Amount enclosed $....-.....

" Address, The Toiler, 3207 Clark Ave,,

+ Cleveland, Ohio.

morning may be seen, at the depot, crowds of
Bulgarians who are taking their hard-eardned
savings to Kurcpe with them.

They oannot live on the new wage scale, they
will tell you, and, anyway, they prefer to return
to a country where they are permitted to or-
gamize, and where their meetings are notl
broken mp with elub and gun. This may be true,
that there is such a happy land; but what are

\ —_—

“Good, Clean Unions”

A resolution indorsing universal compulsory
military training was unanimously adopted by
the Tllinois American Legion, at its annual con
ven'tion.

The Jagion stands for ‘‘good, clean unions,”’’
and recognizes the right of collective bargain-
ing, for this type of labor organization, it de-
clared in answer to charges made by various
union men through the state that the Illinois
American Legion was being used against or-
ganized labor.

As a part of its campaign against ‘‘radieal-
ism,”’ and-to push its ¢ Americanization plans,”’
the legion went on record as favoring the cn-
actment of legislation to force all aliens to register
each change of their address. This system was in

use by the late Czar Nicholas of Russia.

«Suffer the Little Children...”

«Practically 90 per cent of this bead string-
ing is done by children of from 4 to 13 years

of age....”’ .
¢“A person picking up 1,000 beads per hour

- and working a fifty-six hour week would still
‘he shy of earning their $2.00..."

«‘She went to great length to explain to me -
the urgent need of clothes, shoes and food
of these people working for her and the help
this bead work provided....”

¢In another instance, the mother offered in-
formation to the effect that she had first tried
the work herself, and had given it up after half
an hour because it made her dizzy...."’

New. York Child Committee.

United States Government reports are con-
stantly telling us about the ‘prosperity’ of
American workers.

In Europe, these ¢onditions are causing the
revolution. !

sl
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Buy Your Books of The

BOOKS ABOUT RUSSIA .

BOLSHEVISM AT WORK.0— By W. T, Goode $1.00
LENIN—TUE MAN .AND HIS WORK.—By Albert Rhys

— () — () —or— () —{.}

WIHaME: cqceesspeionorangrasfiosagscresnnnaae $1.650
RUSSIA IN 1919.—By Arthur Ransome ........ $1.60
RAYMOND ROBINS’ OWN STORY.—By William

Hard ....cioeievenagaoangscanes Y $2.00
BULLITT’S REPORT ON RUSSIA.—By Wm., C.

Bulllbt ... %G civascndgssvsdoaesassessqsomssssey 50¢

CLOTH BOUND BOOKS
6 Landmarks of Scientific Socialism, Engels ........ $1.25
u Sdcialism and Modern Science, Ferri, ............ 1.25
© VPhilosophical Essays, Dietzgen ..............t'e. 1.50
{ Positive Outcome of Philosophy Dietzgen ......... 1.50
Physical Basis ‘of Mind and Morals, Fitch,....... 1.25
Ancient Society, Morgan, .........cciiiiiinnn oee 1,60
Ancient Lowly, Ward, 2 vols, each .......... weress 2860
Essays On Materialistic Conception of History,
L Labriold o oieweiins o s saumiassims » ¥ EEsmgesss s 1.25
O qpcjalism vs. The State, Vandervelde, ..... sesnsen 300
n I'he Universal Kinship, Moore, ........covv vivinnn 1.25
O Savage Survivals, Moore, ........cceviiiiiiiiinns 1.85
1 Woman Under Soecialism., Bebel ......vvveiiennions 1.50
Fconomic Determinism, Parce .........ovviveanns 1.25
CLOTH BOUND BOOXKS, 76c EACH
Art of Lecturing.—Lewis
.Class Struggle in America,—Simons,
Communist Manifesto.—Engels,
Eighteenth Brumeire of Louis Bonapart.—Marx.
Evolution of Man.—Boelsche,
Germs of Mind in Plants.—Frances.
High eost of Living.—Kantaky.

Human, All too Human, —Nietsche,
Karl Marx.—Liebknecht.
¥ \Muking of the World—Meyer,
Murx vs Tolstoy.—Lewis
Scionce and Superstition.—Lewis,
Scienece and Revolution—Unterman
The Bociul Revolution.—~Kautsky. |
Social Studies.—Lafargue.
The Triumph of Life.—Boelsche.
Feuerbach: Roots of Socialist Philosophy. Engels.
Value, Price and Profit, Marx,
Origin of the Family, Engles.
World’s Revolutions, Unterman.
) Socialism, Utopian and Scientific. Engles.
Anarchism and Socialism, Plechanoff.
The Kvolution of Banking, Howe. "
\ Struggle Between Science and Super
' stition Lewis
Collapse of Capitalism, Kahn,
Evolution, Social and organi¢, Lewis.
Law of Biogenesis, Moore,
Ethics and History, Kautsky,
Positive School of Criminology.
Ferri.

Communist, Manifesto and No @ompromise, Marx and
{ Engels, ’

Scinlism and Religion~=By B. 8. P. of England .., 10¢
Wage Labor and Capital, MAFX, ...ocvernr sangens 10¢
Seientific Socialism Btudy Course, ........ vesvane’ 200
Communist Manifesto, Marx and Engles, .™....... 10¢

CJDmOHO_—JOEOE—JOHO=0=O-‘; — () — ().

{

. The Little Lady of the Big House. The Iron Heel.
Michael, Brother of Jerry. . Martin Eden, ~ -
A Daughter of the Bnows. . The Sea Wolf. , -

‘ T
PAMPHLETS FOR YOUR POCKETS .
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Toiler Book Department ||

Shop Talks on Economics, MATEY, ......ss svssess 100
Industrial Socialism, Haywood, ........yes coosnas
Industrial Autoeracy, MAroY, ...oveveivees snnvans

Value, Price and Profit, Mary .......... PP L
Evolution and Revolution, Fischer, ....vovy vhvenss
Mr. Block and the Profitecrs, Riebe, ...
The Right to be Lazy, Lafargue, ...
Strength of the Strong, London,
The Apostate, London, ..........
No Compromise, Liebknecht, ...
The Soviet of Deer Island, e PRy
Socialism, Utopian and Scientific, Engles,
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"~ "My Own Shop

Farm Implements and the Men who Make Them

/

The great factories which manufacture farm
implements are all run on the “open shop”
system. That means they work from nine to
twelve hours per day. Most of the slaves would
just as soon work the twelve hours, for their
reasoning is “the more hours I work, the more
I make”. . '

All production is carried on on the piece
work basis, which is a curse to the human race.
In this style of labor the worker is forced to
work at a high-tension, nerve-racking speed
in order that he may make wages enough to
live on. :

“Timing” The Workers

Every job is timed by a man who is called
the “timer”. This is the way it works: When
~you begin on a certain piece of work on which
there is mo price already established, you have
this man come and time the job. You go to work
on it and he holds a stop watch on you. There

' 'is no use for you to try to loaf on the job as

\

he knows you are supposed to “hit the ball”,
and often enough he will remind you of that
fact. .

Your job is timed so that you can make a
certain wage per day providing you can keep
working all day as fast as you did the few
minutes the white-collared guy held his stop
watch on you. No time is allowed to change

’

. ;s{on your own time.

' Low Wages and Big Profits

LS

d 1 have heard it said that the average piece

worker in these plants pays for his day’s wages
and the cost of his material the first two hours
of his work each day. I don’t know just how ac-
curate this estimate is, but anyone who will com-
pare his wages to the value he adds to the
material he handles can see it is not far off. If
anything, it is too conservative. So, fellow-work-
ers we can readily see what enormous ‘profits
the farm implement trust makes out out of our
toil, Men who work under the piece work system,
,asarule,arebrokandownintheoonraeofa
feﬁymsmdinconthdrfeetdayanerday,

\ _

tools or set up on different jol)s:’-You do that _
f p

By T. W. . ,

working at break-neck, they soon give way in
their back, limbs and feet. ‘

Many of the workers are bitterly discon-
tend. You can often hear one complain that he
is tired of working like a dog; he would like to
see his shop organized. But many things stand
in the way. He can’t go into a shop that is organ-
ized because the chances are he can’t prove he
served four years as an apprentice or because the
dues are too high. Instead of drawing the workers
together, the A. F. of L. unions do more to keep
them apart or keep them out entirely.

A Craft Untion Failure

in one large implement factory the workers
did try to organize because the wages were cut.
Men with large families were going to work
hungry, slaving every day and not making a liv-
ing, and living going up. They organized a union
and they all felt very confident that the day had
come when they could lay down terms to the
boss. But the union died at birth. The bosses
had the names of each and every worker who

. joined, the amount of dues paid, etc.

This was the work of stool-pigeons, of
course. The failure had a very bad. effect be-
cause it made the men suspicious and they be-
gan to accuse each other of acting as a spy for
the boss. The A. F. of L. union—after collecting
the initiation fees and dues—Ileft the workers to
fight their own battles, as they always do.

Keep On Fighting!

But, fellow—workers of the piece work fact-
ories, we have got to keep on fighting for a
union until we get one that will do us some
good. So let us organize ourselves into a One
Big Union of all machinery shops and make our-
selves a body of class conscious workers and
educate ourselves that in solidarity there is
strength. In this way only can we hope to raise
our heads.

As it is now we have nothing to say. If the
boss wishes to he can make your life on the job
a living hell. Yet you can’t complain because
you have no organization to back you up. If you
raise your head or open your mouth in protest,
you are fired and blacklisted.
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