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Another Letter On Trade Unions

By M. P. Black.

Editor of the Toiler:

.-.1 am sure that every reader of the Toiler is as
delighted as I am to note that in your last issue
you opened a discussion on Trade Unions with in-
vitation to vour readers to take part. Your answer
to Comrade Cole was a splendid beginning for so
timely a symposium. The sibject reveals a large
field for working: olass thought.

Since the Russian Revolution the populanty
of the Soviets or workers Councils has become
universal. W2 have seen in ‘the last German
and Hungarian Revolutions as well as in the recent
Italian uprisings that these councils of workmen
played a prominent role. In England the Shop
Stewards movement and in Scotland the Scottish
Workers Committees have been constantly de-
veleping. Due to the similarity of industrial con-
ditions there is no doubt that this country too
will, before long, witness the birth of this move-
ment. ‘ '

Trade Unions And Shop Committees °

What relation then will the Trade unions
bear to the shop committees? Willithe shop com-
~ mittees displace the Unions? To “answer these
questions definitely would be mere prophécy. But
by tracing the origin and development of both,

and, by observing what conditions have obtamed'

in oountries where examples are more complete,
some light can be thrown on their logical course.

So far, the trade Uniori movement has shown
itself to be an organization for the protection of
the daily interests of those portions of the work-
ing class, whtch being related by craft, have band-
ed themselves together The mission of the trade
unionis, is to increase the pay, shorten the hours
and to better the conditions of the working class.

Because of the failure of the Trade Union
Movement to adapt itself to the changing con-
ditions of industrial development, and its failure
to discern the sharp contrasts and the irrecon-
cilability of class interests, it has allowed itself to
be domindted by a traitorous and pernicious labor
bureaucracy. Such reactionary leadership has tend-
ed to nullify the true purpose of the movement.

While trade unionism flourishes mostly in
times of comparative peace between capital and

labor, shop committees have their birth and thrive
best in moments of greatest crisis. When Capital-
ist oppression and ‘“‘sabotage” is at its height, when
the working masses are faring worst, then it is
that the workers’ not along craft lines, but along
industrial lines voluntarily organize mto yshop
Committees.

Purpose Of The Shop Committees.

Is it then that the Shop Committees will be
merely a new form of organization striving for
the same things the trade Unions presume to of-
fer? No. The nfission of the shop committees is
more than that.

The disintegration ef Capitalism, resulting
from the inherent contraditions within it, and
hastened by the late war, has caused the cap-
italists to attempt, more strenuously than ever
before, a new lease on life. Already in this country
the owners of industry are adopting more and
more the methods used by capitalism in Europe.
They seem to find it more profitable to close down
production to force acceptance of their terms on
the working class, than to continue producing at
a loss. They lay off their help and rehire them
more cheaply. They fail to ihvest their capital at
the time when prices are highest. This is Capital-
ist “sabotage*.

All this, the trade unions, due to their reaction-
ary leadershlp and their innefficient or ganization,
are unable to meet. The workers must give resist-
ance to these new and more vigorous class attacks.
Since their struggles must e directed against the
employers, they find themselves voluntarily or-
ganizing in their particular shops, regardless of
political opinion, craft or nationality.

The owners are more economically fit to en-
dure a long drawn out strike of the folded arm
than the workers. The slaves are driven to des-
peration. There is only one thing to do — con-
trol the factories. But in doing this they meet the
powerful opposition of the state. They are set face
to face with armed authority. Then comes the pol-
itical struggle. The shop committees are forced in-
to open opposition to the Bourgeois State.

From this we see that the mission of the
shop committees js workers’ control of industry.
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At the crucial moment they are changed from.
mere industrial shop committees to a political
rallying point in the struggle for power.

Will The Trade Unions Die?

~ Either the reactionaries will retain control of
the trade unions, in which case they will be a bul-
wark of capitalism, or, the bureaucracy 'will be
displaced by a militant leadership, in which case
the trade unions will perform a revolutionary
function. Since the trade unions are, essentially, a
working class organization the latter is more pro-
bable. ‘

We see that the trade unions are still thriv-
ing in Russia. They served a revolutionary pur-
pose during the conflict. And now with these
very shop committees or soviets established as
the organs of state power, the trade unions in Rus-
sia, now éstablished on a more industrial basis are
aiding and supplementing the soviets in industri-
al reconstruction.

\

Theabovearticleisexce\lentandwe
hope that every week we will be able to publish
contributions that show the same clear insight.
There is one point, however, in regard to soviets
and workers councils that must not be overlook-
ed.

Zinoviev, the president of the third interna-
tional, in a thesis on Soviets has pointed out the
danger in too premature organization of these
very potent instruments of the working class. He
showed, for instance, how the soviets that were
organized during the German revolution were sub-
verted to the interest of Scheideman Noske and
Co. He tells us to observe also how the soviets in
Petrograd, before the period when the workers of
Russia took a decisive stand against the constit-

uent assembly, were very often misled by Keren-

sky’s followers and other reactionary factions.

When the idea of the soviets became popular
in this country there were widespread efforts to
organize local councils. Because their was no need
for them they withered away one after another.
The organizations of soviets must be preceded by
certain definite conditions or they amount to less
than nothing. There must be a period of national
turmoil, ‘with a spirit of revolutionary agressive-
ness developed on the part of the working class,
before soviets can be effectively organized.

The Editér.

#They Won't Stick Together”

Said Jim Crow to his buddy on the same job:
“The trouble with the working class is that it
won't stick together. Reminds me of a story I
heard some days ago. You know, a drowning per-
son is supposed to come up three times’ before
he’s finally gone for good. ‘

“Well, a life saver at the ocean beach made a
grand rush to save a guy’s life that had fallen into
the deep water. The life saver got there just as the
drowning man was coming up for the first-time.
He grabbed his leg, and the leg came off, It was
artificial, 4

“The life saver waited till he rose the second
time and as he came to the surface he grabbed
hold of his arm. The arm came off, Artificial
again. : )

“The life saver waited for the drowing man
to come up for the third and last time. He grabb-

+ ed him by the hair. It was a wig and the wig

came off. That settled it. The poor guy drown-
ed because he couldn’t stick together.”

Join Veterans’ International

~ The Rank and File Veterans, an organization
claiming 261 posts and excluding officers from
membership, has notified Henri Barbuss, secretary
general, of its willingness to enter the Veterans’
International, which was formed at Geneva last
May with the purpose of preventing future wars.

The Rank and File Veterans' Association is
composed of labor exservice men and others with
progressive ideas. Although it does not subscribe
to all the declarations of the Geneva conference, it
declares itself in sympathy with them in the
general idea, and stands against universal military
training.

Other groups, such as the World War Ve-
terans (Minneapolis) will probably be asked to
affiliate with the international.

“ARE THE WORKERS READY FOR
FREEDOM”?
Will be the subject of a lecture by Tom Lewis.
At Bushn'ell Hall 127 Federal St. Youngstown, O.

v November 14th. — 8'P. M,

HE WILL SPEAK AT FINNISH HALL, WAREEN, ON
SUNDAY APTERNOON. ‘ ;

Only, workers invited.

!



PAGE 4 THE TOILER SATUBDAY, NOV, 13, 1920,
i Fakes And Fakers
By S. Watts

Just how long labor is going to stand being
fooled one cannot tell. The elections are over—
the workers have voted stronger chains to bind
themselves. They still think in the terms of their
bosses, believing that what is good for the boss-
es is necessarily good for them, the workers. Well,
isn’t, it true—if the boss has plenty of work to
give us workers, don’t we benefit by jt? Of course
—but most workers forget that there is work for
us workers not when' there is a real NEED of
-something being done, but only when the boss can
‘make a profit out of our labor, That is why cheap
labor is always in demand. And by cheap labor we
must understand the kind that gives the boss the
highest return for his money.

And just as we workers have thought that .

what is good for the boss is NECESSARILY good
for us, we think that if we vote the bosses’ ticket,
we are voting for something good for us. Well, the
workers voted for Harding and Cox and other
fakers, and they got what they voted for.

Yes, they voted for fakers, BIG FAKERS,
one like the other, and the chains will drag on
them for the next four years—unless something
happens to upset calculations. Naturally, labor
having voted for THEIR men—whose names are
Harding, Cox, etc.—the capitalists and the govern-
ment ‘think they may rest in peace for the next
few years. Labor expressed its will, and put the
bust man in.

AND NOW LABOR WILL PAY THE PEN-
ALTY! _

And yet we are inclined to believe that labor
will pay no attention to what it has done — The
decision of Nov. 2. will be forgotten when trouble
comes.

AND TROUBLE IS COMING! It is coming
fast!

Unemployment is on the increase. Mills are
shutting down or working part time. Workers are
being discharged and taken back at a lower wage.
Immigrants are coming into the country by the
hundreds of thousands. Exports are diminishing.
“Money is hard to get, so that manufacturers are
not “opening up” new fields.

And yet the workers of the United States

voted to enslave themselves for four years more
to the bosses!

Of course, the Socialists offered them a “milk
and water” program by which they could “save
the constitution” the constitution that gives the
capitalists control over the lives of the workers.
They offered them a platform for nationalizing
industry—forgetting that the postal system is a
nationalized industry, and heaven knows there
could not be worse slavery anywhere than in the
United States Post Office. Of course, the Socialists
furth'ép promised ‘“democratic control” by the
workers, but failed to tell them that they would
NEVER BE ABLE GET IT BY VOTING FOR
IT! For Socialists have a very childish notion of
things, believing that the capitalists and the go-
vernment might get rightened if the Socialists
polled a big vote. — Socialists actually think that
if they got a majority, the capitalists would sim-
ply say “Well, boys, you've decided to take over
things and run them yourselves, so we, as good
Americans, cannot oppose you. Take everything®
we have—only give us a job, at least.”

Only things do not turn out that way.

At any rate, “milk and water” did not attract
the workers. They preferred to repudiate the
League of Nations—and now they will not have
to go to war—in Europe. Still, the workers had
better not be too sure even of that! They might
remember that “he kept us out of war” and we
reelected him for that—and before we knew it,
we were in the middle of war! _

Besides, all the wars do not take place in
EUROPE. There is plenty of room on this side
of the ocean—and there are lots of rich prizes
that our capitalists want over here.

But. what has the League of Nations to do
with the worker? He will be used for cannon fod-
der whether he wants it or not. He has elected a
man to office who stands for a system that is
bound to produce wars, and the worker will have
to do the fighting! If Cox had been elected, the
worker would have the same number of wars to
fight. And if Debs were elected, the worker would
be used for the same thing. For remember, there
was a “Socialist” government in Germany that
shot.down workers— using those who happened to
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be in uniform against those who were not. The
Premier of Poland was another Socialist, and he
led out the Polish workers to slaughter the Rus-
sian workers.

So the American worker got what he voted
for—and he ought to be content for the next four
years—unless something happgns!

But something may happen!

No matter,how he has voted, a man with an
empty stomach; a man without a job and with a
wife and children to feed; with the landlord
pounding on the door for the rent and threatening
him with eviction; a man who has lost his credit
at the store, whose clothes and shoes get so shab-
by that he cannot even apply for a job; a man
who sees the rich drive past in limousines, who
knows there are beautiful palaces where there is
no want; who has to look his children in the face
and know they must HUNGER,—is a man who
will not care much whether he voted for Harding,
Cox or Debs. A man like that will begin to think
of something different from voting.

Of course, all the candidates told the Ameri-
can worker how interested they were in his cause,
Didn't Harding represent Wall St. and isn’'t Wall
St. the friend of labor? Didn't Cox stand for the
Democratic party, and haven’t the Democrats in
the past four years done a lot fer labor—in the
form of Lever Acts, forced arbitration, espionage
laws etc ? Didn’t Debs tell of his love for the work-
er, and didn’t he stand for a party one of whose
spokesmen said that if the workers of another
country came to this country to help the American
worker establish a Workers’ government here, he
and his party would fight them? They all asked
for votes—but votes won’t fill an empty stomach!

With industry sloving down, with wages drop-
ping with a thud, while prices remain in in the
air, with several men competling for ONE job,
THERE IS TROUBLE AHEAD!

And do you think the American government
and the State governments do not know that?
Why are they strengthening their National
‘Guards, providing them with tanks? Are National
‘Guards used for foreign service? Why are they
providing their police with machine and riot guns?
Are the police used for repelling the enemy? Why
are “best citizens” putting’ their trucks and motor
cars at the disposal of the police—in case of

“emergency”’, “strikes” etc.? Has the City become
se weak that it must appeal for help to private

cltxzens——and always CITIZENS OF THE WELL-
TO-DO CLASSES?

*  They have been doing the same thing in
Europe. In Germany, the workers kept their arms
when they returned from the war. According to

the treaty of Versailles, the whole German people '

must be disarmed. The German “Socialist” govern-
ment disarmed the workers—but let the middle
and upper classes—the bosses and their kind—
keep their arms. In Italy, the soldiers had not
handed over their guns. The government tried to
get them away—but it allowed the “best citizens”,
bankers, lawyers, merchants, to form White
Guards to assist the State in,“protecting pro-
perty”. In England, the House of Commons re-
cently passed ‘a bill empowering the govemment to
take “any steps” in case of ‘a coal strike. And this
meant the use of force.

Governments are governments, and workers
are workers. One government is called a moharchy,
and the workers are in rebellion against it. An-
other is called a democracy, and the workers are

forced to fight it. One worker is a Swede, another

an Italian, a third a Russian, a fourth an Irish-
man, a fifth a Frenchman; a sixth an American—
and they all fight when stomachs get empty and
jobs are not to be obtained.

They have fought in Germany and Italy—but
they lost, because they were not well enough pre-
pared. And now they are getting ready to fight

there again. British workmen are marking time -
for the momeént, till they really know what they

want and LEARN HOW TO GET IT! Russian
workers discovered three years ago that they
wanted a change—a complete chang‘e and they
got it.

American workers have fought in sections.
Thus, out in Montana, they have been ready at all
times to fight for their. rights. In Washington,
they have lined up together ggainst their bosses.
In Michigan, Galveston, and now in West Virginia
and A]abama workers know that there is only one
certain way bo win.

So, although the workers of America have
voted themselves into slavery for the next four
years, when trouble comes, they will forget about
the piece of paper on which they wrote the name
of some faker. They will know what they have to
do, taking an example from the workers of Eu-
rope, and of Montana, West Virginia and Alaba-
ma!

«
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| Waking Up a Local Union -

By Bill S.

I think that there are many readers of the
Toiler who, being themselves radicals, would like
_to hear of how four members of a conservative
machinists’ Union have carried on education and
propaganda to the end of making that Local Union
a decidedly progressive one. .
., 'These four members including my self are

partisans of the idea that the whole A. F. of L. is
conservative and that it should be made radical.
The Toiler-came to our attention. We chipped in

and ordered a bundle of ten to distribute at our'._
AStronger and stronger. Now the thing is to organ-

weekly meeting. Next meeting we distributed a_
bundle of twenty. Even with this little work we
noticed an increasing desire on the part of the
members for more of this kind of information.
The next meeting we had’ no difficulty at all in
selling twenty copies. Now we order forty, and
they sell like hot cakes.

We made it a point at every meeting, though
we are not speakers, to, start discussion on cur-
rent labor issues. Later we moved the election of an
educational committee, and were able to have a
part of evéry other meeting set aside for discus-
sion of the clags struggle. We were surprised our-
selves at the interest of the members in newer
interpretations of events from the point of
view of the class struggle. Three of us being elect-
ed on this committee, we insisted that outside
speakers be brought to our meetings to make these
issues more plain to us. Already we have had two.
One in particular was a “Red” and I thought that

the material he was handling was as yet a little ‘

too strong for the membership. But apparently
not; they all seemed to be at home with him, and
hollered for him to come back.

The Progressive “Caucus.”

Now instead of four there are thirteen of us )

who have formed ourselves in a sort of caucus for
the purpose of doing all we can to uproot “gomper-

ism” and teach the true and revolutionary purpos-

es of the working class.
More than anything else, I think this proves

the effectiveness of organized work in the trade |

unions, For years I have been radical and I have
attempted to make my self heard. I have in the
past both in my local union and in the central

body carried on a personal fight against conserva-

tism. I now realize that the only effective

method, is strong and compact organization of the
insurgent element. .

I am now a delegate to the central body, and
thanks to the work of this little educational group
I have now the support of my whole local union
in every thing I say at the central meeting.

I am confident that the time will come when
the rebels in the machinists’ union will oust the
reactionary leadership. Our influence is growing

ize our rebel forces on a national scale and put
the finishing touches to these jelly-f ish leaders.

Our next step will be to take action for
control of the central body. That will perhaps
take a little longer. But already I have gotten in
touch with members of other local Unions who
see things the way we do, and who promise aid
to this movement.

Industrial Unionism Agitation.

We will keep this work up, waiting in antici-
pation {or the time when as a National organ-
ization we will nfake the machinists Union in this

“Civilization’s” Sign Post.

Dt e
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country a truely revolutionary working class or-
ganization. ’

We have been debating lately the question of
industrial unionism. I am very strongly in favor
of'this as are those who are working with me. We
are in hopes that it can be brought about by re-
volutionizing the trade unions from within and
we are going to do our work along that line. If
it can’t be done that way, we are for it anyway
it comes.

In spite of their as yet undeveloped class ex-
pression, I believe that the workers of the trade
union movement in this country, as soon as they
are relieved of the backward leadership, and, as
soon as conditions force greater action, will be
able to make revolutionary vehicles of the trade
unions, some of them at least.

Already the Chamber of Commerce has ex-
pressed its intention of crushing even craft organ-
ization. This move must of necessity create a rebel
spirit that can not be held back by Gompers. And
as soon as this expression places leaders who re-
present the true working class interests at the
helm—Good-bye Capitalism!

A general strike, which began in Pressburg,
has extended throughout the whole of Slovakia,
and now embraces Ruthenia also.

The strike was precipitated three days ago,
when the Pressburg police carried off Pfiffering,
editor of the Communist “Volkestimme®, every
trace of whom they have since concealed. Twenty
thousand workers have downed their tools in
Pressburg alone, and thousands more, including
many peasants, have ceased work in the provinces.
Many towns are without light and are completely
isolated.

A Dollar For “Lenin”

In spite of the capitalist press campaign of
lies, the world is gradually learning that instead
of being the butcher he has been depicted, he is
not only the greatest leader of the world revolu-
tionary movement, but the foremost statesman of
the world.

In fact, workers are learning that the capital-
ist-militarists of the world have carried on a
murderous campaign of butchery, that they still

are doifig so and are preparing to continue to do-

so as long as’they have the power. White Guard
governments have gone out of their way to carry

on their butcher programs against Russia and
other working-class governments, In truth, wher-
ever the workers seek to establish humanitarian
conditions of living, they are being butchered
without quarter by the very powers which have
been loudest in their hue and cry against Russia,
The White Guards’ insane activities against the
spread of the truth about Lenin and the Bolshe-
viks has been the cause of their own undoing. In .
order to prevent the spread of the truth they have
resorted to the methods which they accuse Lenin
of practicing. They have used force, arrest, per-
secution, jails, knock-downs, beatings and all man-
ner and degrees of brutality to prevent the work-
ers from learning the facts about Bolshevism.

To no avail. The facts are coming to the front
in spite of all. The same is true of “Nicolai-Lenin,
“His ‘Life and Work”, by Zinovieff, which The
Toiler has published and is now shipping out to
eager purchasers in bundles large and small.: This
work by the friend and co-worker of Lenins is
one of the best refutations of the capitalist lies
about Lenin that has been printed. And the
number of copies we are daily mailing out Is
splendid proof that “force and violence” by Pal-
mer's White Guards is poor munition against truth
and workingclass determination. ' :

It is splendid proof that beating up a worker
does not delay for a moment the work of education
we are carrying of. By no means. Quite the con-
trary. The workers are coming to the front with -
their orders for more copies of “Lenin"”. We have
already shipped out several thousand copies, and
the orders are still coming, Our readers can-
materially aid the circulation of this pamphlet by
sending us a dollar for four copies, one for them-
selves and three to sell to others. If you want the
truth to reach the workers; if you resent the
brutal methods of capitalism and its agents in
keeping YOU and OTHERS from learning  the
truth, you will do this. You will get on the job at
once and put your dollar to work for WORKING-
CLASS KNOWLEDGE. .

Use the blank. Prove that you are a fighter,

1 am enclosing herewith $........ for
.......... “copies’ of “Lenin, His Life and
Work” in order to defeat the Czars and Kai-
sers of America. :

Name
Address ........o00iqen i v a gt s
City State ......a

--------------

By
=
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| Preserving the Uhpréservablé

Publishers are continually flooding the market
with the output of capitalist apologists and fake
economists, Numerous Saviors of Capitalism have
come to the front with postrums of all kinds for
saving the system.of exploitation, of establishing
new relations between Labor and Capital to take
the place of the old ones which the world war and
Bolshevism have destroyed.

We are constrained to make the foregoing re-
marks by opening one of these recent works at a
chapter entitled, “Preserving the Wage System”.
To quote one paragraph: “We should be foolish to
try to get back to pre-war wages or prices. The ef-
fort would only promote revolution. What we have
to get back to is some new relation between labor
and capital — not the old relation, but some new
relation”—to preserve the wage system!

Some new relation! There’s the rub. The
workers are on to the old relation — the relation
of master and slave, of exploiter and exploited, of
propertied pr?fit taker and propertyless wage-

slave. They, the workers are next to this relation
— and they are organizing to destroy it by elimin-
ating the parasite profit taker. They have ac-
complished this task in Russia and all Europe is on
the brink of following the example.

But instead of offering a “new relation”, the
author only attempts to camouflage the old one—
to cover it up with some more or less new fangled
system of co-operation—in order ‘to “increase pro-
duction and guarantee profits”.

There is only one relation possible between
wage-earner and employer. That is the relation of
antagonism. All the camouflages which semi-
economists may concoct will not change.that re-
lation nor lessen its irreconcilable character. The
wages system must in the very nature of social
evolution pass away to give place to one of co-
operation between workers only.

Questionable Nourishment

That foxy crook and misleader of Labor, Sam-
uel Gompers, with his usual oilynes attempts to
convince American labor that there are crumbs
of comfort to be found for them in the “victories”
of the recent elections. According to Gompers, 50
foes of labor were defeated and there will be in
the next congress a greater number of “union
men”.

Gompers claims that this is a  tremendous
vindication of the non-partisian political policy of
the A. F. of L. Gompers cannot conceive of work-
ing-class political action. His idea of working-
class political action is on a par, to use the words
of Tom Clifford, with the practice of shooting off
a cannon a little at a time!

Gompers would never stamp a working-class
political action with class character. He would
never have the working-class ORGANIZED politi-
cally for itself with its own candidates and its own
demands and programe. By no means. Gompers is
not that kind of a “labor leader”. He would have
the working-class beg, plead and belly-crawl be-
fore the picked candidates of the capitalist class,
first in the Republican camp and then in the De-
mocrat camp, for the things it should, and must
in the end, organize and take.

Now that the Democratic Party has so trem-
enduously lost, he has turned his coat and pledg-
es “the American labor movement including my-
self” to the services of the Republicans. Gompers’
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crumbs of comfort will prove of questionable
nourishment to the American workers in the four
years to come. G e

One Clue Uncovered

A clue to'much of the “red scare” that
the capitalist press has thrived upon these past
months is found in the arrest and indictment of
Albert (or August) Bailin by a New York grand
jury last week.

There are ten counts in the indictment, each
of a violation of the postal laws. Bailin is charged
with sending letters to various government of-
ficials threatening and warning of bomb ex-
plosions about to occur. These letters were signed
with the forged name of A. Wagenknecht, former
National Secretary of the Communist Labor
Party.

Attorney General Maclay Hoyne, of Cook
County Illinois was one recipient of such letters
signed with Wagenknecht's forged signature. It is
claimed that Bailin’s purpose in the forgeries was
to provide a demand for spies and Department of
Justice agents. Bailin has applied for such a job.

We hope the government’s case against this
precious rascal is & good one and he gets what he
should have. But we by no means concede that he
is the only one either employed or unemployed by
the Depaxtment of Justice capable, pernicious and
willing enough to carry on such nefarious work.
Not by a long shot!

A Tactic Thatls a Boomerang

One of the “first aids” which the bosses apply
to a condition of radicalism which he discerns
among his employees is to “fire” the more
outspoken, the leaders and those who appear to be
possessed of insurgent qualities,

Of course the action is based upon the false
supposition that depriving a man of his job is a
sure cure for “diseontent”. Having thus rid his
plant or job of these insurgent elements, the boss
ascends into a fools paradise wherein no such thing
as disturbing labor conditions present themselves
to trouble his dreams.

But a slight analysis of actualities will con-
vince even an unthinking employer that this tactic
is in reality an absurd boomerang. In order for
the employer to complete the first step toward at-
taining the object of his desire is that he find

PAGE » |
new employees of a satisfactory lack of insurgency. . -
However thouroughly he may, comb  the labor
market, he is by no means certain that the new
employees he hires are of less insurgency than the
old ones. Radicalism and discontent are universal,
The percentage is constantly increasing.

A second condition that also confronts the
employers at this point which helps to turn his -
assault into a boomerang is this. These fired work-
ers do not remain outside the raunks of the employ- :
ed. Somewhere, they again enter industry, car- ‘
rying their radicalism with them, “contaminating’’
their new acquaintances and fellow workers..They
may now be likened to missionaries who enter new
fields with an increased zeal for agitating due to
an aroused enemity against the employing class,
Thus the war is carried into new quartes and new
fronts are opened up where the class struggle is
given a new and virile impulse. .

A striking instance of this is seen in the cir- .
cumstances attending the striking railroad workers
of France last spring. Since the strike 22,000 of "
the leading spirits of this national strike have been
weeded out of the ranks of the employees. These
militant workers have been'displaced = by ‘other'
workers. not all of whom can be said to be sati

factorily immune to radical tendencies.

These 22,000 railroad workers have not starv-
ed to death however, nor migrated, They, ave, still
in France, and altho they have endured many
hardships on account of their loss of emiployment, 3
and also because they were denied cards of “good. .
conduct” when they were fired, nevertheless, they = - BN
are in industry and he would.be shortsighted :x ‘
would assert that they have ceased to be}'lﬁ\ als,
As a matter of fact they have at thousands of pew.
points begun new assaults upon the citadel of fr% :

Ve

adel
enemy. They have carried the war into new quar
ers and there begun new “contaminations” of con-.
serv_atlve labor. s

If the amount of conservative labor was an
unlimited quantity it might still be a: feasible'
policy to keep industry free of these insurgent and
radical elements, but such is not the case. Employ»,
ers have combed the earth in search of just these,
ignorant and urclass-conscious workers. The only
result has been that larger armies of .workers’
have learned the need of class action, Fireing:the .
radical can never be less than 8 beomerang which!
strikes the employing class with increasing force
as it in viciously applied. ,
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Patriotism, Old And New

By S. Macaulay.

. " When the war was at its height, acts were
committed in the name of patriotism, which in
ordinary times would have been severlly punished
by the very persons who condoned them during
the crisis. It is on record, for instance, that girls
who submitted themselves to soldiers were not to
be looked upon as having transgressed any law,
either moral or otherwise. They were considered
classes also developed. From the taking of capr
it may be noted that this is an instance of how
moral “laws” change to suit the needs of the rul-
ing class.

Patriotism in early days, meant loyalty to the
tribe. The derivation of the word itself is sign-
ificant; “pater”, a Latin word meaning “father”.
_is the root. The chieftainship of a tribe was often
Yested in one family, and the head, or father of
that family was looked upon as the father of the

tribe. At this early stage of social development,

the property of the tribe was held in common; it
oonsisted mainly of cattle, which were often used

* as a means of exchange. Instances of the exchange
of cattle for other commodities are common in an-
cient history. The point to be observed, however,
is that the property was comimunal,
member of the tribe had a personal interest in
defending it against the attacks of enemies. Not
only was this so, but it was considered the duty
of members of the tribe to so defendit.

Here again may be noticed the economic foun-
dation of “morality”. That which was an obliga-
tion to the tribe was “right”, the tribe had a
“right” to the fulfilment of that obligation; what
was good for the-tribe was right, what was bad
for it was wrong, We see, therefore, that in those
early times, patriotism and morality were practlc-
ally synonymous terms.

As society developed, its subdivision into
classes also developed. From the taking of cap
tives in was, arose the putting of these captives to
compulsory labor for the victors, the demarkation
of ‘the social relations between’ the members of
the victorious tribe and the vanquished prisoners.
These prisoners — or slaves — were seldom ad-

mitted to membership in the tribe, and the class

line, having been drawn, has remained.
It'is not to be wondered at that, in the minds

that each

of the slaves, the idea should arise that, not hav-
ing any “rlghts” in the community, they should
demand rights, History is full of mstances of these
demands. And the true history of the human race
is the record of the struggles of the slave class to
secure “rights”.

The old communal spirit is still strong in man.
Its animal origin is to be noticed in flocks of birds,
of sheep, in herds of cattle, schools of fish, ete. But
it has been prostituted; it has been dxvelted from
its original simple purity.

The place of the old tribal leader has been
taken by the ruling class of modern society, for,
no matter what the form of government, monarch-
ical or republican, the ostensible head of it is sup-
ported by the real rulers, the bourgeoisie. -

It has been the task of the master class to
keep alive the idea of patriotism, or loyalty to the
tribe; but having imposed themselves between the
slaves and the ruler, any support given the ruler
must support them. All modern wars have been

- fought for the aggrandisement of the bourgeoisie,

but the workers, the slave class of old, have to
suffer.

There can be no doubt that the modern form
of patriotism is dying. It can be included in the
casualty list of the still unfinished world war. But
in its place js arising a new patriotism — CLASS
PATRIOTISM. It is not a new patriotism to the
masters; they have been patriotic to their class
in the past. But it is new to the workers; It has
been forced upon them. The utter failure of the
ruling class to efficiently manage the affairs of
society—he whe runs may read—has demonstrat-
ed the necessity of their removal from the mana-
gement, and its assumption by the workers — the
only useful class,

And let us not delude ourselves. It is not to be
expected that after centuries of power, the master
class is going to step grace fully down and out.
Nor that, having been PUT down, that they will
“stay put” without a struggle.

The transition from the capitalist to the com-
munist form will have to be accomplished by a
DICTATORSHIP of those members of the work-
ing class who are competent to perform this great
task, who SHALL perform it.
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Hold A Toiler Benefit Thanksgiving. Day |

THANKSGIVING DAY is almost here, within
two weeks American workers will celebrate (more
or less) the national holiday commerative of the
old New England folk custom. As far as material
things were concerned the Plymouth Fathers and
Mothers didn’t have much to be thankfal for, but
then in another way they did. In the first place
they made the almost fatal mistake af settling
upon the most barren and inhospitable part of the
Atlantic coast. Prayers and piety are poor sub-
stitutes for rich soil and g healthful climate when
_ it comes to scratching a living out of the earth.

Add to that condition their ‘unhappy relations
with the savage Indians who were seldom given
time to get converted before the Puritans sent
their souls to perdition via the lead route. Be-
tween the Indians and poor crops and disease, they
hoed a hard row. Naturally enough those who
were left alive at the time of the first harvest felt
they had something to be thankful for. The aver-
age person will feel the same after committing a
geries of blunders the penalty for which he has
escaped by the skin of his teeth.

But a lot of water has run under the bridge

" since that day. Where the Puritans fought and
prayed and starved and hoed their corn American
Industry, American Capitalism has entrenched it-
gelf in huge factories and these factories have
spread over the whole country. In short, the
factory system of production has supplanted the
old home-farm method. American workers earn
their living in factories — not in cornfields.

And the holiday of thankfulness as far as
the worker is concerned has changed to. Somehow
or other, he no longer feels that either Divine Pro-
vidence or apy other power other than his own
brain and brawn are responsible for his being alive
and kicking. He has gotten the ideo (from working
in a factory) that unless he gets together with his
fellow shop workers and kicks good and strong,

aund tactfully, and uses every method to beat the -

that the boss will
‘thankful’

organized owners of factories,
be the only one to have anything to be
for.

In spite of these past years of ‘prosperity’,
American workers have as little as ever over
which they may gloat in surfeiture this November
25th. These past few weeks have knocked into a
cocked hat any inclinations of American workers
in that direction. Hundreds of thousands of work-

ers are now idle with no joBs in sight, If they

have anything to be thankful for it surely is not

the measure of prosperity they now possess.
But American workers have something to be
thankful for. They have a greater spirit of solid-
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arity in their ranks than ever before; a spirit that

is developing tremenduously in all directions. This
is manifested by the recent
become more noticible from now on. American
labor is learning that “an injury to one is an in-
jury to all”, and it is breaking down the lines of
craft unionism that divide it when these stand im.

the way of SOLIDARITY. American labor has

large strikes and will

this development to be thankful for. And it should .

do everything within its power to develop this
gpirit and to make it serve labor in the struggle
against the exploiters. '

Intelligent workers will take advantage of
every opportunity to do this. Qn all occassions
they will stimulate this spirit and cultivate it
among their fellows. The most potent factor and
help in the workers toward golidarity is that per-.
tion of the workers’ press which teaches class
golidarity at all times and places. The Toiler is

one of these. It consistently teaches the folly of

craft consciousness as opposed to class-conscious~
ness. It teaches solidarity as opposed to disunity
and division of labor’s forces. Such a paper is.a

spirit of class solidarity that

_valuable asset to the workers. It keeps alive the ~
is beginning to be’:

felt in the mass. It deserves your support at all

times — especially now.
To go back to the first paragraph, Thanks-
giving day is almost here, Prosperous chpital has

much to be thankful for. It ‘will celebrate in its.. -

way. Maybe it will go to church and pray for more.
Labor has something to be thankful for too—for:
success in Russia, for a shaking and trembling

L4

capitalism the world over, for greater golidarity; -

for a growing class-conscious press.

What would be more fitting than for
conscious workers to hold a Toiler Benefit om
Thanksgiving Day? A Social affair that would re-,
flect this spirit of solidarity among workers? We .
have told you of our need of funds for paper. We
have asked our readers who are in contact with:
groups of comrades to hold a Toiler Benefit for.
our Paper Fund this November. We want to em-
phasize-that. Thanksgiving
appropriate date for these events. If you can't

Y
!

class-

¢
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Day would be a most. -
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Innge one for Now;ember 25th, anange one later.
- But get busy you live ones and start-the ball roll-

ing. But Don’t defer your own particular donation
to your Paper Fund.

The Craft Strike Has Failed

By W. H. Adams.

" Whatever may have been accomplished in
¢he past by way.of bettering laboring condi-
- tioms. thru the craft strike, the time has come
when this means of warfare has proved a fail-
“mre. That is, in its fullest sense it has failed.
All the craft strike can hop'e to do is to shift a
burden from one set of luboring people to an-
ether. The capitalists against whom the strike
38 aimed, remain’ untouched. If we are willing
to admit that a gain has been made for labor
by improving the conditions of one set of
. workmen at the expense of another then my
, - Ene of argument is wrong. However, I am not

~ willing to admit this. A true gain for labor
must wrench something from capital and do it
# a way that capital cannot pass the effect
- slong and ultimately throw it again upon the
working people. Let us take a case in point and
see just hoy it works,

" “Tlive at a small station upon the Virginian
‘Railway. There are twelve men working on‘this
weotion. Let us suppose the section men demand
& 25% increase in pay. The company refuses to
grant it. The men go out on strike, Now let. us
suppose the men win the strike. The company

eafls them back and gramts the full demand. .

* "Whis is the most favorable outcome possible for
Isbor. What happens? The men report for
~ wamk. The company will do one of two things,

either diréctly or -indirectly. Either the foree
oft seetion men will be cut so the payroll will
remain the same or be smaller or rates will be
imereased to oover the added expense. You may
vost assured the company is mof going to en
danger either dividends or the salaries of high
afficials to give an increase to shovelers of dirt.

Ret us suppose the company cuts the force,
# men go to work at the wages 12 were getting
Pefore and under the stimulus of this increased
pay are spurred up to do the work of the 12.
The company is not touched by the outcome of
the strike. Nine mon gain, three lose. Working-
anen gain and working men lose. Now let us
supppose all 12 men are returned to work and
vates are increased to cover the added expense.
Added freight rates means higher prices at the

local stores. Most section men spend about all
they earn at these stores. In the case we are
discussing these 12 section men with their in-
creased pay can meet the advanced store prices.
But how about the other people who also trade
at these stores and fail to benefit by the raise
in wages of the section men? They lose. Then
again the burden is onlys shifted from one sgt
of working people to*another. The craft strike
has failed utterly. It has failed for this reason.
The only strike that can possibly win awill be
one that can placgthe effect upon the capitalist
employer in a~way he cannot shift it. During
the war some railroads paid exherbitant divi-
dends on watered stock in spite of government
operation. Some coal companies paid dividends
running into the hundreds, 700% or more. Big
capital makes its open boast of great gains.
During this same period of gain for capital,
strikes were more numerous than ever before.
Some few of these strikes won but ulti-
mately for the laboring people they all lost.
Until working people come to realize that the
capitalist army is well united, splendidly organ-
ized, thoroughly officered and strongly en-
trenched and that the only hope of success
against this army is a force more united, better
organized and officered, failure is certain to be
their lot. The capitalist class understands this
fact very well. This is the reason they fight the

idea of the one big union so desperately.
“Laboring people of the world unite”.

COMMUNISM and. CHRISTIANISM

Analyzed and Contrasted from the Viewpoint of
Darwinism

By Bishop Willlam Montgomery Brown, D. D,

The author, an Episcopalian ecclesiastic, has suqare-
ly renounced all theology and unreservedly accepted
the Marxian philosophy of economic determinism. In
this book, just out, he approaches the subject from a
new angle and has produced a propaganda work that
will be of intengse interest to all students of social:
ism, especially to those who are still in close touch
with church people, Paper, 184 pages, 25 cents,
postpaid.

THE BRADFORD-BROWN EDUCATIONAL CO, INC.

BROWNELLA BOOK SHOP, GALION, OHIO.
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Pity The Poor Employer!

By Wililam Hard,
Staff Correspondent for the Federated Press.

&

I ask the American Labor Movement to rise
and shed a solemn tear of sympathy for a cer-
tain sort of American employer. He is not very
happy. And he is frightfully overworked.

Just think of ‘what he has to do besides the
codinary old-fashioned running of his business!

Bright and early in the morning he picks up
the consolidated report of the daily endeavors of
his detectives -who watch his employes. He
learms that Jack Slaminsky and Tony Pretorio
were heard vee)terdny to say that there was
going to be a union meeting in the rear of
Lanophoropoulos’ fruit store. He calls for the
employment record cards of Jack Slaminsky
and Tony Petrario and studies them anxiously,
including place of birth, name of mother, and
checkmarks indicating behavior while working
for previous employers. He calls for the em-
ployment manager to interpret the check-
marks. He phones the head of the detective
agency to hire another dotective to watch the
detectives watching Jack and Tony.

The brightness of the morning is broken. He
turns with clouded brow to his incoming busi-
ness mail. Ah! A letter from the Industrial
American Corporation! This corporation will
furnish a weekly printed talk to be slipped into
the pay-envelope of every employe each week
along with his pay. The employe will read this
talk and will learn that most employers make
very small profits and that the cemeteries of
Moscow are full of workmen who have starved
to death under Bolshevism, and then the em-
ploye will appreciate his employer and not join
a union. Sixteen specimens of these talks en-
closed.

Our oonscientionus mapufacturer of warm
worsteds for an otherwise shivering public
reads the sixteen specimens. He had thought
that no further solutions of the Labor problem
in his factory would be necessary after his
recent purchase of the ‘‘Man-to-Man Method”’
of the Industrial Peace Bureau. Under this
method the door of the office of the employ-
ment manager is kept open by a cateh or a

brick and any employe could always walk im
and bawl out the compagy to him man to mas.
Yot now Jack and Tony were going to meet
with some Bolsheviks in the back-room of & °
{ruit-etore.

Our over-worked—or, at least, overwrought
—manufactarer meditates a bit on Bolshevism.
His gloom is increased by a lady who bursts:in-
to the room over the protests of the office hoy
and looses on him a great wind of cheery’sta-
tistics about the number of un-Americanised
aliens in town and the number attending the
classes in English given by her branch of the
new society for courses of lectures on the con-
stitution. He can clearly perceive—she thinks
—that a diligent study of the Constitution by
the employe of worsted mills is today quite
essential to tho efficiendy of the worsted in-
dustry.

Our manufacturer perhaps reflects that he
has not yet had time this morning to do any-

"A 'l‘ra!; that’s always set.




"A Trap that’s always set.
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thing about worstcfds and there is a lunch

abead of him at which he is due to listen to

a lecture by a reformed Russian Revolutionist

who was chased from Nizni Novgorod to Odes-

sa and out to sea by the Bolsheviks and who
i8 going to speak on how to stop Bolshevism in
~'America. out of his experiences in stopping it

“in Russia. T e

So our manufacturer-gives the lady his sub-
scription to her society for regdings from the

. Constitution and durns to his desk to try tp

-earn his living as a manager of such things as
Yooms. He then in the course of the rest of the
'day considers the following propoistions
Mrought to him by mail or through salesmen:

Mmbershlp in the nafion-wide f‘open-shop’’
eampaign,

Memberehlp in the orgamization for promot-
mg peace with the Orient by favoring the ad-
mission of Chinese laborers into this country
to relieve the congestion in China and to in-
srease the supply of free intelligent nom-union
Jabor here.

Subseription to fund for electing sheriff
guaranteed to refuse to permit out-door meet-
ings by agitators.

" Contribution to owner of dance-hall about to
‘rent it for indoor mee-tmg by agitators but
~willing to change his mmd in possible new light

of contribution.

" Project for shop council to be organized with-
im shops by expert from American Shop Sy-
sterns, Inc.,, who will train employes to elect
eouncil and be interested in council but not in-
terested in union.

Project for new profit-sharing plan.

. 'Project for new wage-bonus plan.

Project for new flat-wage-plus-deferred-an-
‘nual-bonus plan, to keep employes on job till
‘end of year.

Project for reducing labor turnover by loan-
ing money to employes to build cottages that
‘will moor them to the town and keep them from
floating off to the next town.

*Annual fees to twelve societies for promoting
eompulsory military training in hope  that
Babits of obedience to corporals and sergeants
may produce habits of obedience to foremen

* .and superintendents—a result not noted in Rus-
sia or Italy but confidently anticipated here.

. Cash by messenger to support lecture tour

by hero who suppressed Bolshevik revolution
on Pacific Slope.

Five-hundred-word statement fto business
magazine on ‘‘How I Often Get My Workers to
WOI‘ “

Purcha.@e of assarted samples of devices from
Industrial Inspiration Company, including
time-clocks, entrance-gongs, exit-alarms, wires
conveying continnous production record of each
machine to electric needle running in ink on
individual card in central oBservation station,

‘and red, green, white, blue, and purple bulbs

flashing in thirty-nine combinations before
each foreman to indicate state of working act-
tvity of each worker at each moment.

Communieation from president of local cen-
tral labor body asking for interview; answered
by letter saying ‘‘We are too busy manufactur-
ing worsteds to have any time for taking up
any so-called ‘labor- problem’, and especially
not with individuals or institutions outside our
plant.”’

It is too much. No fellow’s brain can stand
up under it. And the labor movement will real-
ly be doing that sort of employer a great kind-
ering when it pushoe him out of his hysterical
side-lines and gives him some finally honestly
free workers who will do a day’s work without
any electrical watching devices stiched to their
shirts and lets him therefore go on back to his
own job of being an industrial manager, not
a‘univensal meddler.
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NlCOLAl LENIN ;
His Life and Work

By G. ZINOVIEFF
This is the book which Bob Minor says

every worker in America should read.

If Minor, who knows Lenin and Russia
and the Revolution, can learn *something
from this pamphlet — YOU ought to be
able to do so.

Also you ought to get others to read it.

25c A COPY, FOUR COPIES $1.00
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The Evolution of Banking, Howe, '
Btsuggle Between BSclonce and Super-
stition Lewis
Collapse of Capitalism, Kahn. o2
Evolution, Social and organie, Lewis.
Law of Biogenesis, Moore, :
Ethics and History, Kautsky, |
Positive Schog‘l of Criminology.
erri,

Miscellaneous
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Debs—His Life and Writings, Karsner,' ,,...,... $1.50'
Man or the State, Philosophical Essays ....,,.v.. 1.00 '
Stories of the Cave People, MATCY, + «vvveusensas .1.36
Polle the Conqueror, 2 vols,, e R R R R R P PP ey 4,00 °
News From Nowhere, Morris .......cvivse ooy 186
Labor in Irish History, Jas, Connolly, .\oavesvsivesns 50
The Crisis in the German Social Demoeracy .,...

From Qctober to Brest-Litovak, Trotzky . ........., 85
The Social Revolution in Germany ........,.,... &8¢

Tho Proleturian Revolution in Russia.~Lenin &
Trotzky. ...........evu00u.spaper 760, cloth $1.00

Jack London’s Best Stories, $1.00 -
Thc; Little Ladgot the Big Housa.  The Iron Heel, - X

Michael, Brother of Jerry.  Martin Eden,
A Daughter of the Snows, The Sea Wolf." o3
Tales of the Fish’ Patrol, Adventure ¢

The Mutiny of Elajnore,
The Valley of the Moon.
Tho War of tha Classes

The Turtles of Tasman,
The Call of the Wild,

The Faith of Men,

The Son of the Wolf,
Bouth ‘Sea Tules, '
. The ‘Star . Rover, { .,
Burning Daylight, .-
Jerry of the Islands,”
Before Adam, ' ¥

%1

The Night Bora, Moaon Face. ‘ ¥

John ) Barleycorn, Bmoke ‘Bellew, ' U i

A Son of the Bun, .., White Fang.: . . al wil
ity R T8, 0F Dare 00 kol .. oo b nsal

5
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My Own Shop

The landscape dlsfigurers of the Thos. Cusad: Co.
By R. 8, Rizwall

When the bxg Tire, flour mill and other large
-corporations that sell to the public have no othér
more profitable place to invest their Capital, they
put'it into advertising. This accounts for the ex-
‘instance of the Company that I work for, the Thos.
Cusack Co.

' This is the largest outdoor advertising Corp-
aration in the world. It has branches established
in every large city in the County. These branches
are so-called sign studios, which are little more
than centers of operation to deface the cities and
countrysides of the nation. !

, Who has not to their dislike seen the great
walls of the cities made hideous by huge vari—
ocolored advertisements ? Who, on the highway, has
not seen otherwise beautiful landscapes mar-
red by the objectionable commerctalism of sign-
boards? This is unessential, even detrimental in-
“dustry, yet thousands of workers are engaged in
it.

For many years the Thos Cusack Co. has been
a union shop, but only because their greatest com-
petitor, the 0. J. Gude Co. of New York, up until
a short time ago, was a closed shop. I have seen in
‘some cities of the country, and this is a migratory
trade and I have been in no few of them, where
union labor was highly exploited in order to

squeeze the Gude company out. Imagine, Labor -

taking sides with one section of Capitalists against
another,

‘Some people believe that the men who paint
pretty pictures on walls and bulletins are highly
paid. Very seldom does the wage of an out-door
‘advertiser reach an average above that of the
Carpenter and the Bricklayer. I have seen men
who are really artists, men who are capable of
greater things, hoist themselves up on a scaffold,
many stories above the ground, and put their best
efforts into a huge unsightly picture containing
hundreds of square feet. And all this for less than
ten dollars a day.

And then there is the helper, the assistant
who cleans the brushés, swings the scaffold and
fills in the big spaces with “mops” Even this
work requires no little experience, and more nerve
than experience. If a helper has not been in the
business any more than three years he is very

poorly paid. These men will risk there lives clamb-
ering around on roof tops, hoisting themselves to
dizzy hieghts, balancing on firewalls and sliding
ropes for no more than five or six dollars a day.
All this with no assurance from the company in
case of accident or death. This goes to show what
the working class may be subjected to.

So far, the workers in this industry are thor-
oughly conservative. There is one thing though
that I will say for them, they are CRAFT con-
scious to the highest dgg'ree Let us hope that it
will not be long untll thpse workers are CLASS
conscious.

For my self I am convinced that the com-
mercial business that I and my fellow craftsmen
are now engaged in will not last very long. My
trade disappears with the abolition of capitalism,
but I am not worried. There are many other things
to be done. and there will be one consolation, that
we will not go colorblind from those develish mot-
leyed signs.

And best of all, who knows, when the strug-
gle comes, the final struggle between capital and
labor, but what these very men, who are now en-
gaged in upholding capitalist commercialism will
be directing their talents for the last time in de-
corating the country with revolutionary slogans.

This is a joke. We know a worker who was
called into the bosses’ office the day beforc
clection. ‘I hear you are a Red, are you going
to vobe for Debs’’ te boss enquired. “‘T should
say not,”” was the answer. ‘“Geo, being a Com-
munist saved my lifa,”” he told us.

As a part of the celebration of the third an-
niversary of the Russian Revolution the Com-
missariat of Justice freed great numbers of
political prisoners. Of course that is not a
hunch for our Department of Justice—but then
we have no revolution to celebrate.

If the present indutsrial ‘‘depression’’ con-
tinues, we shall soon learn from our masters
how ‘‘immoral’’ is the government’s policy of
blockade of Russia. The necessity for profits e
the final arbiter.
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