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The Fight Is On!

By Tom. Clark.

The fight is on in the needle trades. The
Clothing Manufacturers Association has declared
war on the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of
America, demanding a standard of production,
which every worker must meet, to earn the stand-
ard wage. Any worker supplying less then the
_ standard of production will have his wage reduced
accordingly. The Association demands the right to
discharge its employees for incompetency. It wants
to remove the impartial chairman, who séttles all

grievances. .

' The trick is clear. It is the first stép toward
introducing the piecework system and then the
open shop. It is the first step toward breaking the
eontrol of the union over the job and over the scale
of work and wage. It is a step calculated by the
bosses to reduce the payroll, since the needle trade
is a seasonal trade, and by means of speeding up,
the season can be shortened. It is a step to throttle
the workers and their organization, at a time when
work otherwise is hard to obtain and suffering is
bound to follow.

But the trick is not going to succed so easily.
The bosses cannot trifle with 150,000 men and
women, They cannot simply order, and expect
them to obey, no matter how hard times are.

Unite for defense.

ALL the workers of the needle trade realize
that it is an attack on them as well. The member-
ship of the International Ladies’ Garment Work-
ers’ Union recognizes that if the Amalgamated is
erushed, they will be the next fo feel the fight.
8o the whole needle trade of the country — 400,-
000 men and women—has united into an alliance
to fight the bosses. The alliance includes the above
two unions, the United Cloth Hat and Cap Makers,
the Journeymen Tailors’ Union, and the Interna-
tional Fur Workers’ Union. The United Garment
Workers, a unit of the A. F. of L. has also been
invited to join the Needle Trades Workers’ Al-
Hance, as the organization is called.

The fight is on!

It is the beginning of the fight that will soon
have to be fought by all organized labor in Am-
erica. It means a life and death struggle for organ-
ized labor in America!

Will the workers of America learn the lesson
before it is too late? Or will they wait till the
front ranks are broken and then look for means of
protection?

For many years, clothing workers were the
most miserably paid, the most shamefully housed
and the most brutally exploited workers in the
country, if not in the whole world. “Sweatshop”
work was the kind of work they performed. And
that word has only one meaning — the worst
form of exploitation and degradation. But by or-
ganization, these workers rose to the front ranks
of workers. These ‘“‘greenhorns”, who were sup-
posed to know nothing of America and American
conditions, showed the leaders of organized labor
in America how workers could fight and obtain
results. The consequence has been that the clothing
industry is one of the best organized in the counry.
It is made up of fighters, who are denounced as
revolutionary,

A union with a revolutionary purpose

Yes, the rank and file is, to the greatest ex-
tent, revolutionary and does not hesitate to extol
the clause of the constitution of the Amalgamated
which states that the purpose of the organization
is to “put the working class in acutal control of the
system of production,” to the end that they shall
be “ready to take possesion of it.”” Their object is
simply to force out the employer and to operate
the industry in the interest of the working class.

Simple and frank!

The bosses know it. It is the response to the
spirit of revolution in Europe, where the workers
must either take control of production or starve.
It is the answer to the bosses in America, who
will consent to operate the industry only at a
high profit or not at all. It is the challenge that all
workers in America must answer within a few
months. It is the reply to the threat made by the
big capitalists during the election campaign,
through their spokesman, the president—elect.

It is the beginning of the big fjght!

Just as the Amalgamated Clothing Workers
knew that it would be impossible for them to
stand alone, since work has been so slack and
their treasury is not well supuplied; and just
as the International Ladies’ Garment Workers
knew that, if the Amalgamated was beaten, the
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International would go the same way; and just
as they and the smaller unions saw that there
was only one hope of winning, and that was by
foming an alliance of action embracing the
whole trade—in the same way, workers in all other
imdustries will have to learn that, within the
next few months, they will have the same pro-

‘blem to solve.

Organize on Class lines.

They will have to learn that they are all
part of the big working class, whose interests are
identical. —They will have to see that as the capi-
talists form their alliances to fight labor, ALL
LABOR MUST UNITE IN A BIG BODY TO
FIGHT CAPITAL! They will have to learn that
we are sumething more than bricklayers, tailors,
bakers, plumbers and engineers—that WE ARE
WORKERS, FIRST OF ALL, AND ALL THE
TIME! They will have to learn that we are a body
of producers working for the profit of others. They
must learn that the capitalists are united in their
big organizations and associations and chambers of
ebmmerce, ready to act as one man against the
workers. They will have to learn that there is
only one form of attack and defense—that of
CLASS AGAINST CLASS—THE WORKERS
AGAINST THE BOSSES!

And now it becomes all the more necessary,
since Harding has come out openly for breaking
the unions, for establishing the Open Shop. The
Republican platform, the platform of the big capi-
talists, for which the workers voted, ignores the
workers, Mr Harding has told us what to ex-
pect.

*  So we must organize, class against class. But
must organize efficiently.

) To fight efficiently, we must be strong in-
ternally, We, the workers, must control our lives
and our work. Just as we refuse to be bossed
by the bosses, we must refuse also to be bossed by
our leaders.

While fighting the employers, we must build
up an organization that puts the whole control
into our liands. We must build a shop organization,
eantrolled by us and acting as we, the workers,
determine. It must be an orgamzatnon that ans-
wers our needs as they change from day to day.
It must be an organization constructed directly

GANIZATION SATISFYING OUR NEEDS AS
MEMBERS OF A UNION!

The Shop Delegate System.

We must elect delegates from the shops and
not from the unions, so that action will come right
out of the shop. By systems of election and re-
presentation, these delegates will form Commu-
nity, District and National Councils of the in-
other industries National Councils of the country,
controlling all the work done.

And still we, the rank and file, the workers
in the shops, the producers of all the wealth,
the men and women whom the bosses count by che
dollars of profit that they squeeze out of us,
will be in absolute control.

Thus, we will have a two-edged sword— the
only weapon with which we can meet them and
defeat them; and the only weapon that will keep
corruption and‘graft out of our ranks. Graft is
killing our organizations—it is being made the pre-
text for smashing them altogether. As long as la-
bor unions are as they are, there will be graft. As
long as there is graft, the bosses can throttle us,
To be a fighting organization, we, the workers,
must direct and contorol.

The fight is on!

But it has only begun. 400,000 men and women
are in alliance against a part of the capitalist
class. 2,000,000 workers are jobless. Winter is
ahead of us. Times are hard. Labor is getting
rebellious. Workers will not be satisfied to go
hungry while machines stand idle, because their
owners can gain no profit.

IT WILL SOON BE A STRUGGLE WITH
THE BOSSES, NOT OVER STANDARD OF
WAGE AND PRODUCTION, BUT FOR CON-
TROL OF INDUSTRY.

Millions of unemployed are a threat to the
owners of machinery. Millions of men who were
willing to sacrifice their lives for “ideals” held
before them during the war,—ideals long proven
shams—will not be willing to go hungry because
the owners of machinery cannot obtain a profit
from the work done by labor.

Mr. Harding is on the side of the bosses. He
has at his disposal everything to stop the rebellion
even of millions of hungry men and women. The
courts will be used, as they are being used now,
even to declare the Alliance of the 'needle trades

upon our work in the shops. IT MUST BE AN OR- an illegal combine. Injunctions will be issued, as
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.they are now, to tie up union funds. Laws will

be made; declaring the strike unconstitutional.
Meetings will be forbidden, as they are now. There
are plenty of police, and militia azd federal troops
well equipped with modern war material to dic-
tate “law”’,

"There is going to be a big struggle. The wor-
kers must be prepared--prepared to take control of
the industries and work them for the working
class, .

o

No labor union as at present organized, can
help them fight the bosses. No labor union as pre-
sént organized can help them take control of in-
dustry. .

THE PRESENT FORM OF LABOR ORGAN-
IZATION BETRAYS THE WORKERS INTO
THE HANDS OF THEIR EMPLOYERS!

The fight is on! The fight is on all sides!

Let our watchword be: THE SHOP DELE-
GATE SYSTEM FOR THE CONTROL OF PRO-
DUCTION!

The Message of the Russian Unions to
French Workers.

(The following message was written by ‘the
Russian Labor delegation after the French Go-
vernment had refused to admit it to partici-
pate in the extraordinary congress of the General
Confederation of Labor last September. The yel-
low syndicalists were not very anxious to have
comrade Lozovsky-Dridzo at the congress, for he
knows them too,well, having lived in France for
many years prior to the March Revolution. We re-
print it from the valiant organ of the left syn-
dicalists “La Vie Quvriere” and hope our readers
will enjoy the discomfort that it caused the yellow
leadexs when comrade Tommasi read it to the con-
gress.) /

Comrades:

Allow us first to thank you for the hospitality
which republican dnd democratic France has rend-
ered us, the representatives of five million organ-
ized workers of Russia. You are a part of this
republican and democratic France (at least many
of you have been saying so since 1914), and this
is why our gratitfude is addressed to you as well.

The Russian Industrial Unions have chosen

. their representatives in order that they may enter

into direct contact with the labor organizations of
Western Europe and tell them of the great strug-
gle and great suffering of the Russian workers. We
were sent in order that we may tell you the truth
about Russia and on the other hand familiarize our-
selves with your life and your struggles.

At the time of our departure for Western Eu-
rope we knew that we were going to encounter
there an unbridled reaction and that the govern-
ments on their part would do all they could to hin-
der the direct contact between the workers of Rus-

7/

sia and those of Western Europe, but we were cer-
toain that the proletarians of the so-called civilized
countries had sufficient power and maturity to,
decide, in spite of their governments, the question
whether they should or should not receive their
brothers of combat and of servitude. ,

When constitutoional England refused to vise
our passports and when the British consul at Chris-
tiania declared that were we merchants or repre-
sentatives of financial establishments, he would
give us his authorization, it occured to us at once
that there still exists yet in Europe the heir of the .
principles of the French Revolution, the lfind of
Democracy, the greaet champion of Right, which
has, as everybody knows, saved humanity from
militarism and has established upon the ruins of
German militarism a just, honest and durable
peace, based upon Right, The land that has had
such great ancestors and four revolutions, the land
where all statesmen talk day and night of liberty,
democracy, civilization; the land where even the
manufacturers, the financiers and brokers canmot
speak without tears in their voice of Danton dnd
Robespierre, such a land would certainly ~give
authorization to the representatives of the work-
ing masses of Russia.

And it was natural! Who is more overfilled
with the desire to tell the truth about Ruesia than
your papers ? Who is more interested that the Rus-
sian situation should be clarified in a most Jjust
manner than the champions of Right?

Paris a new Coblenz.

We have not as yet received an official reply but
we have learned that the President of the French
Council, a lawyer by conviction, has answered that
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in accord with Ll9yd George he has decided not to
register any complaint ‘against M. Millerand,
but we present our claim to you, workers of France.
We ask you: Is it known to you that in Paris and
thruout Francé live Russian generals of all colors,
Russian counter-revolutionaries, speculators, txtled
aristocrats that have transformed Paris into a new
Coblenz ?*) Is it known to you that in Paris lived
until ‘recently Maklakov, who has named himself
ambassador of Russia, not of the Russia which has
defeinite territorial boundaries, but of the extra-
territorial Russia that besieges the doors of the
ministeerial antichambers, supplicating for the
defense of their goods, movable and unmovable?
it known to you that all these conspirators not
only have the right of entering France but receive
Qubsxdles from the French government? We on our
are absolutely sure that the money given to
he Russian counter-revolution is not taken from
the pocket of the French people, for the French
people would deserve a most severe condemnation
if it allowed to have its money squandered for this
plurpose, but that the money is taken from the
personal resources of the French ministers, and
yet. .

Is lt known to you that the government of de-
mocratic France, the friend of liberty, has done all
it can during three years to ciush the Russian
proleetariat ? Is it known to you that all the count-
er-revolutionary movements, the mutinies, the
attempts to blow up railways and bridges, that
all this is done with the aid of the money and
officers of republican France? Is it known to you
that the banner of international reaction torn out
of the hands of Czarism has been raised again
by France the representatives of which differ from
those of Czaristic Russia only in that when
they shoot the workers, they proclaim the princio-
les of the Great French Revolution while our black
and white generals do it in the name of God and
the Czar? And finally, is it known to you that this
work of “civilization” done by our government
costs Russia the lives of several hundred thousand
workers ?

Evidently you know all this. But if you know it,
what have you done to Yestrain the new interna-
tional gendarme and assassin of liberty? What

*) Coblenz was the center of the world reaction-
aries, leagued against the Great French Revolu-
tion. Ed. Toiler.

‘have you done in order to fetter your unehained

bourgeoisie? And finally, what have you done in
order to alleviate the terrible sufferings of the
Russian proletariat which struggles all alone
against all the forces of the capitalist world?
Workers, proletarians of France, what have you
done? i
What the Russian workers have done,

Think, put yourselves into our position. In
March 1917 the Russian proletariat, exhausted by
war and famme overthrew Czarism but immedia-
tely after the Revolutlon it appeared that the
change was but superficial; that only the political
form has been modified, but that the social sys-
tem based upon the private ownership and exploi-
tation has remained. 'The Russian bourgeoisie
wanted to do with us the same as the French
bourgeoisie had done in 1789, 1880 and 1848; she
wantel to crush the old regime and break the
chains of Czarism by means of the workers, and
that these, their task accomplished should call the
wise, intelligent, well educated and thinking bour-
geois and tell them: “We are simple workers, we
only know how to sacrifice our lives for our ideals;
we only know how to die upon the barricades and
how to battle unarmed against Czarism, but we do
not know how to conduct the State and how to
enjoy the fruits of victory. Come and guide us!”

And so it was during the first eight months.
Men calling themselves socialists were persuading
us that the working class must not govern viithout
the bourgeoisie, that only the bourgeoisie is able
to lead the country out of the economic disintigra-~
tion, that only the coalition of the workers with
their exploiters will bring the victory of the Revo-
lution. The Russian bourgeoisie allowed these idle
talkers to make speeches while she herself organ-
ized feverishly in order to settle her account with
the workers “a la mode de Versailles”. Among
the working class since the first days of the Re-
volution the unrest and anger were rising and they
were asking themselves: “How is that! have
we shed our blood in order to put in power Msrs
Milukov, Goutchkov, Tretiakov, Smyrnov and the
other patent representatives of the Russian bour-
geoisie? We have made the Revolutionh and yet our
economic situation will remain unchanged? This
can not be!”

And the exhausted army repeated the same
thing, the army which the coalition government
compelled to make war; and the peasants also said
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the same thing—they who expected land from the
Revolution and received nothing but promises from
the coalition government. The Revolution had
placed before the working class of Russia the
question: “Who will be the master of this great
country, the exploiters or the exploited?” In Oc-
‘tobeer 1917 the working class of Russia, supported
by the army and large masses of peasants, ans-
wered: “From now on the master of Russia shall
be he who works and no one else.”

" Qutlawed by humanity.

The Russian Revolution was just as much the
work of the uinons as of the Communst party and
the Sovets. The Industrial Unions of Russia have
not only aided the Revolution, they have made the
Revoltion; they have been one of the most import-
ant factors of the proletariar. victory. But after
the Russian proletariat broke the chains of capi-

‘talism, it became a bugb~ar for the exploiters of
‘all lands. The Russian workers have been out-
lawed and the whole world from London to Buenos
Ayres, from San Francisco to Christiania, from
Paris to Tokyo armed itself against us. The Rus-
sian worker has been proclaimed the enemy of
mankind, and Russia a lair of bandits and murder-
ers. There is mo stain no calumny or lie that has
not been poured upon the head of the Russian
workers because they have dared to lift a sacri-
legious hand against the principles of capitalist ex-
‘ploitation. And in this chorus of voices hostile to
socialism could be heard the barking of the gents
who call themselves leaders of Labor Unions.
What a touching accord! On one side the inveterate
experienced exploiters, the kings of cotton, iron
and steel and the bourgeois press, sold wholesale
.and retail, and on the other side the socialists and
syndicalists whose every word is taken up by the
yellow press. And these men who came from the
midst of the workers not once have asked, ques-
tioned themselves why their word against Soviet
Russia pleases so much the bourgeois press, why
they themselves who several years ago were con-
sidered as bandits similar to the Russian Bolshe-
viki, why they are at present so well distinguish-
ed, why their declarations are so praised, why
they are tapped in a patronizing manner on the
shoulders, why the sworn enemies of the working
class compliment them with charming amenity
when for the hundred and first time they set them-

Every Mail Shows Appreciation.

Every mail which arrives brings additional preof
of the popularity of the Toiler cartoons. For these
letters contain many orders for The Toiler Cartoon
Book, a compilation of the very choitest cartoons
which we published in 1920.

The price is $1.00 a volume.

Nearly 40 pages—a real piece of art which you
will appreciate for many days to come. Order your
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A copies of The Toiler Cartoor
Book for 1920.
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selves to repeat and to aplaud the legends of the
crimes of the Bolsheviki.

Things that will not be forgiven them.

Why is it so? The matter is very simple. It deals
with the crushing of the Social Revolution inRussia
in order that it shall not awaken the instincts of
social emancipation deeply rooted in the prole-
tarian masses. The victory over the bourgeoisie in
one country psoves that it is not invincible, but
the interests of the bourgeoisie demand that it
should be engraved in letters of fire in the mind of
every worker that the present regime is some thing
inmutable, unshaken, eternal and that the work-
ing class represents nothing and is nothing but
human dust without the bourgeoisie. The school,
church, literature, science, press, the whole bour-
geois culture, everything is organized for the
purpose of inculcating into the minds of the work-
ers the idea that the interests of the working
class demand the defense of bourgeois order and
of the system of exploitation of man by man. And
here suddenly one finds a country where work-
ers and peasants take away the shops and the
factories from the manufacturers and the land
from the landowners; where they expropriate the
banks and the luxurious hotels and transform all
this into collective property; where they pro-
claim the principle: “He who does not work, shall
not eat”; where parasites and profiteers of all
kinds are shot when they revolt against the work-
ers. What? to shoot the bourgeois, the czars, the
princes and the speculators, to shoot the generals,
this is a thing uheard of! History has established
as an immutable fact that only workers should be
shot. The worker, as every one knows, loves to be
shot. It is necessary to stop this contagion, it is
necessary to surround this country with an iron
circle, it is necessary to press the working masses
into famine and misery, to disorganize thru up-
risings and continuous attacks the production and
then say to the proletariat: “Look at the results
of the Social Revolution; see whither lead the
attempts to get rid of the governing classes!”

Recall the Comunards soiled with calumnies.

And yet cretins are found who not understanding
the mechanism of the struggle serve as the echo
of the bourgeoisie when she cries in all languages
about the banditry of the Russian proletariat. But,
comrades, were not your Comunards termed ay

bandits, incendiariesm brigands, insensate destruc-
tors of divine and human laws? Are not the pure
images of your heroes of 1871 stained by the dirty
calumnies and cynical lies? Have not the lack-
eys of the pen written that all the women who took
part in the Commune were prostitutes and that the
Commune itself was an unbridled debauch and
pure insanity? Is not the pure memory of the
Communards which is dear to all of us stamped
into the mud by the so-ca lled historians? You,
French workers, who have lost during the bloody
week of May 1871 80,000 proletarian lives under
the volleys of the insatiable Versaillais, you ought
to understand what these accusations are worth.

What would you say had some socialist or labor
leader written that if the population of Paris suf-
fered famine under the Commune, if the women
waited hours upon the street to get bread, if child-
ren died of hunger, and the population maintained
itself on rats and 'all sorts of offall, if factories
closed, it was the fault of the Communards and not
of the Versaillais and the Prussians that encircled
on all side the revolted Parisian people, — tell us,
what would you say? You would say that either
they were cretins or bribed. Well, what shall we
call then those socialists, syndicalists who turn to
you and tell you: “Look, the Russian workers die
from hunger; the factories are poorly organized; in
Russia there is not enough of coal, petroleum,
cotton and other indispensable products; the urban
population is exhausted, and all this is the fault
of the Russian workers, it is the fault of the Bol-
Bolsheviki.”

Evidently some will tell you that the working
class has no part in that, that only the Bolsheviki,
malevolent and pernicious are guilty of all, but only
nurslings would oppose Bolshevism to the workers,
as though the Soviet Government could exist even
one day if it did not express the most vital and
profound interests of the large working masses.
What are we to call these men who do not see that
in the course of three years the Russian pro-
letariat sheds its blood in the struggle against all
the forces of the capitalist bourgeois regime ? What
shall we call these men who pretend to know that
Soviet Russia was cut off from Ukraine with its
grain, from the Donetz basin with its coal and
minerals; from Bakou with its naphta, from Sibe-
ria and Archangel and twice from the whole course
of the Volga? What shall we call these men whe

(Continued on page 9.)
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stand out in history have already begun.

Misdirected Energy.

Recently a near riot occured in Philadelphia. No,
it wasn't brought about by any RED agitator. The
only agitator present was HUNGER. A contracting
agency advertised for 256 men. “Several hundred”,
as the report says, stormed the doors and fought
each other for a chance at those 25 jobs—at re-
duced wages. To prevent murder being done, the
police were called.

This is the most striking example of misdirected
energy we ever heard of.

Instead of organizing against the boss and his
power and ownership in industry, the workers
fight each other to slave for him at a cut wage.
" Instead of asserting their rights as human beings
to a livelihood for all of them, they seek to secure

only a temporary job under slavish conditions for .

a few, leaving the rest to underbid them and in
turn to be underbid. ,

This is mot the only instance of this kind. It is
one that is being reported from all sections. Wor-
kers are thronging the gates of industrial plants
everywhere offering to work for as much as a third
less than those remaining at work. The workers
are approaching the point of hunger. They are be-

coming desperate, And they -are becoming des-
perate without ever having learned the uses of or-
ganized working-class effort. They become unor-
ganized mobs whose social consciousness is nill and
whose only aim and purpose is to feed themsel-
ves and those dependent upon them.

Perhaps, if the unemployed remain unemployed
long enough and suffer enough, they may organize

into something that will give expression to their

needs as a portion of the WORKING-CLASS. In
England the unemployed have taken over some
buildings and have notified the Government that
they intend to keep under a roof. Ex-soldiers are
the greatest influence among them. But in this
country, if you want to know what the unem-
ployed returned men are doing—ask the police.

1921 Is Calling You.

We don’t feel that we are prophesying when we
say that 1921 is going to be a momentuous year in
America. The events that are going to make it
There
is the unemployment problem. There is the Open
Shop plan of the Master Cldss. These are with
us now. The Bosses have organized before the New

*Year. THEY are ready for action. They say they

are going to establish the Open Shop in American
industries.

And we say that these two problems spell big
doings for American workers during 1921. Besides,
there are many other things that will go to make
ito an unusual year. There is the question of trade
relations with Russia for instance. Whether trade
is established or not, whether the master class de-
cide they can do best with or without Russia’s
trade—it will have a large effect upon industrial
conditions here—and it will touch every worker.

And there is the question of the awakening of
the workers to class-consciousness. They are be-
ginning to learn. Unemployment, hunger, the fight
against the bosses which they HAVE to fight—
these are teaching them lessons they would not
learn otherwise.

Yes, the workers are beginning to learn—and
they are anxious to learn more. They are ready now
to read. They want to learn as much about these
social movements, the real meaning of this CLASS
STRUGGLE. And because THEY are ready to
yead, WE must be ready to help them learn.
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Get on the job with literature.

It is absolutely necessary during 1921 that each
and every socialist and radical dispose of the litera-
ture of the Left economic and political movements
of the workers, we must educate them, we must
get them to read our literature—NOW when they
are willing and anxious to’ do so. The opportunity
we have been hoping for is HERE NOW. Let us
make the most of it, let us get on the job. Let us
do our DUTY by the workers NOW.

+ If you know what the Class Struggle means, you
must teach others. The best way is to keep a supply
of literature on hand. When you meet a worker
invite him to read it, sell it to him. Take litera-
ture to every union meeting. Offer it for sale. Take
it to your shop and sell it to the workers there.
Always keep some literature ready for sale to
others. Do not allow a worker to remain ignorant
when a ten cent pamphlet will enlighten him. Don't
neglect your duty to the workers. It is just as
much, even more your duty to teach as it is others’
duty to learn.

.

Lend a Dollar to the Revglution.

A dollar invested in literature will quickly come
back to you when offered to workers. Besides in-
forming yourself better, you can become the means
of teaching many others each month by the simple
method of ordering a dollars worth of pamphlets,”
and selling them. f

The Toiler publishes and sells the beat of the
literature of the revolutionary movment. This is
the literature we should get workers to read. We
do not sell trash which misleads the workers. We
are not in business for profit.

We want every reader of The Toiler who realiz-
es the needs of the workers to get busy on this.
Order a dollar's worth of our literature. Then sell
it to your acquaintances, Then re-invest the dollar
in more literature. Follow this method during 1921.
You will find that long before the year is ended
that your work is counting for somthing. Look
over the list on page 15. Pick out some titles and
send us a dollar for them.

Start the New Year with a revolutionary spirit.
Do THIS during 1921.

THE MESSAGE OF THE RUSSIAN UNIONS TO
THE FRENCH WORKERS,

(Continued from page 7.)

put all the responsibility for the sad consequences
of the blockade of Russia upon the Russian prole-
tariat which has® suffered most ‘of all from this
blockade? We do not give any surname to those
who plant a knife into the back of the proletariat
and the Russian Revolution. You will do it your-
selves, your instinct, your class consciousness will
help you brand with contempt all those who throw
mud upon the Russian proletariat bathing in its
bload.

. L]
Comrade-Delegates, Workers of France!

The Russian proletariat is already three years
at the advanced post; its sends battalions after
battalions to all the fronts to struggle against the
international oppressors. The proletariat sends
them because it wants to consolidate its conquests,
because it knows how many hundreds of thousands
of victims among the workers will be the cost of
the crushing of Soviet Russia, it knows that the
help of his brother workerg will come and he car-
ried alone upon his shoulders the whole weight of
the struggle; believes in the international solidari-

ty of the working class, but it has no confidence

in the men who, during the long years of war have
betrayed the workers on a national scope and after-
wards have created among them an International
Federation to menace and to betray the interests
of the working class on an international scale.

The New Industrial International,

This is why against the International of Amstar-
dam has a risen the International Council of Revo-
lutionary Unions, which puts before the organized
workers of all countries the question of social re-
volution and of the Dictatorship of the Prole-
tariat. The working class cannot have faith in those
who dance around the League of Nations, the or-
ganizer of pillages, because the men who have cre-
ated together with the exploiters the International
Bureau of Labor are the most terrible enemies of
the workingelass.

"The Russian Revolution and the Russian Pro-
letariat expect nothing from them, because they °
are on the other side of the barricade.

But you, workers of France, will you allow Soviet
Rusia to be crushed as was Soviet Hungary ? Will
you allow that hundreds of thousands, of Russian
proletarians fall victims to the unchained reaction ?
We may i.magine by the events in Hungary what
would happen if in Russia through the help of for-
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eign imperialists was established the Dictatorship

of reaction of Russian bourgeois and proprietors.
- If Soviet Russia were crushed (but we are sure
that we will not give this pleasure to the inter-
national capital) the fields and plains of Russia
will be washed with thee blood of hundreds of
thousands of tortured proletarians, while the very
same among you who have insulted us during our
life, will vote resolutions of -sympathy and will
express platonically their indignation against the
atrocities of the triumphant reaction as they do
for Hungary. .

We thank you in advance for such sympathy.
When we shall be in an other world we shall have
no need of your sympathy. What we need is not pla-
tonic sympathy in the future, but a living, active,
eneregetic support at this very moment, if at all
in your veifis flows proletarian blood and not water
poisoned by the poison of the bourgeoisie,

Workers of France!

We demand nothing from you, we only declare
to you that the day of the crushing of Soviet Russia
will be the day of your crushing, the day of great
mourning for the infernational proletariat.

We declare to you that the workers of Russia
will fight to the last drop of their blood, that with
rifle in hand all of us until the last man will remain
at the interior and exterior fronts and we will not

surrender to the Russian and international bour-

geoisie whatever the assistance that your ‘“demo-
cratic” government will give to Wrangel, whatever

efforts it will make to bind upon the back of the
Russian people the principles of Versailles. And
if hunger and thirst will have to augment, if we
will have yet to resist alone during long months
the aggression of all the dogs the Entente has in
its leash, we will grasp more tightly our rifles, we
will press closer our ranks and we will fight until
the end against the bourgeoisie. Liberty or Death!

Workers of France!

The old world is crumbling before your eyes,
and in the bosom of bloodstained humanity thé
contours of a new era can be distinguished. The
social struggle takes unheard of proportions; the
bourgeoisie, especially yours, becomes more inso-
lent each day, for it understands better than the
working masses the events that are approaching.
From ourselves, from our consciousness, from our
revolutionary will depends the approaching of the
hour of victory of Labor over Capital. A magnif-
icent dawm is ricing over suffering and exhausted
humanity. The experience of Soviet Russia has
proven that the bourgeoisie can be vanquished; it
is sufficient that the workers go straight ahead
to their goal without fear with closed ranks.

Hail to you, proletarians of France! Remember
the great example of your own history. Forward
for the Russian proletariat and let our slogan be:
VICTORY OR DEATH!

THE DELEGATION OF THE RUSSIAN
INDUSTRIAL UNIONS.

Sacco And Vanzett.

We drove ‘through the sweet New
England towns on our way to the jail
in  Dedbam where Nicola Sacco has
been sitting for six months, waiting
his trial,

He is accused of having killed two
men on April 15th and having made
off in an automobile with $18,000
from the payroll of the Slater and
Morril Shoe Plant in South Braintree.
Labor is again on trial in Massachu-
setts.

Bartolomeo Vanzetti is also accused
of this crime. But he is not in Dedham
Jail ‘because he is already serving a
fifteen-year sentence in Charlestown.
Ou December 24th 1919, there as an

By Mary Heaton Vorse.
attempted holdup in Bridgewater of
unother shoe company. No arrests were
made—not until May 5th 1920. There
were eighteen people who swore apn
alibi for Vanzetti. Eighteen people
testified that on the afternoon and
evening of December 24th, Vanzetti
was selling eels in Plymouth. These
witnesses knew Vanzetti very well, for
be was a fish peddler in Plymouth.
But the testimony of these eighteen
people who identified Vanzetti as the
man whom they had seen six months
before driving in an automobile from
which shots were fired in Bridgewater,
One of the women who identified
Vanzetti was blind in one eye. But
their identification convicted him.

As for Sacco, he was in Beston get-
ting his passport on the day™ the
murder was committed. He has wit-
nesses to prove this alibi. Nor would
one of the people brought in to ident-
ify him swear that this was the man
they saw shooting.

But Sacco and Vanzetti are offend-
crs of another sort, They have both
taken an active part as labor leaders
among the Italians. Not only were they

gallant  fighters both of them, but
morcover, they were inconveniently
holding meetings about Salsedo, —
.‘s&ulum(or who went erazy—maybe—and

on May 1st jumped from the four-
teenth floor window of the Post Office
Building in New York City where he
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had been illegally detained by the
Department of Justice agents for
months—the only nan who died in Mr.
Palmer’s great May Day revolution.
Among the Italiang there is ghastly
suspicion that Salsedo did not. jump—
anyway it was mighty inconvenient hav-
ing young men holding meetings about
him,

It would make your blood rum cold

' to read the statement made by Elia
who was also detained in the Post
Office Building and who heard S8al-
sedo’s shrieks when they tortured him.
This statement begins ‘‘I am afraid of
the agents of the Department of Justice
and I do not want this made public
until I leave the country.’’

S0 meetings among Italians about
Balsedo and Elia were not popular and
a crime had been committed in East
Bridgewater, for wkich convictions
were wanted. Well, SBacco and Vanzetti
are in jail now.

Dedham jail is a model jaif... You
go into a big hall off which are four
corridors; a gallery runs around the
second story and four more corridors
leading from it. Tt has the vague air
of a library turned into a jail. Even
the warden, in his neat blue clothes
and close clipped moustache, looks
more like a librarian than a warden.
But instead of books they put men on
the shelves; they keep young men and
old in the pigeon holes of cells on
the galleries. Men grow old on the
shelves of the large light jail where
the warden reads the Outlook and
keeps a flower on his desk.

As we waited men in the jail uni-
form of field gray trousers, shirts of
narrow blue and white stripes came
and went, their hands clasped after the
manner of some sort of  penitent. It
made one nervous to see them walking,
their hands clasped in front of them
in the unnatural meek fashion.

After a time Sacco appeared, a little
fellow, well built, alert, so life loving
that even six months of inaction in
jail had not effaced his vividness.
Short, clean-cut as a Romain coin, eyes
that looked at you straight, and above
all a friendly way with bim almost
like a child who had pever known

anything but affcction. There was
something vivid' about Sacco that
made you think of the swift happy

flashing things—jumping fish, a bird
on the wing....

We sat down and Sacco told us how
ke came to America, how he got
intcrested in books and in ideas and
tten in THE IDEA, which is the way
be and his wife always speak of social
justice—The Idea, the one great idea,
something to work for, something to
suffer for.

Sacco was saying: ‘‘If I am arrest-
ed becauso of The Idea I am glad to
suffer. If I must I will die for it. But
they have arrested me for gunman job.
What have' T worked for all my life!
1 bave worked for educate myself, my
comrades. Only so we go on by learn-
ing. Do I want to go bagk to gorrilly
day, shooting man in the back? Why
should they #ay I do things like that,
when I love all people—my wife, my
child, ideas? I love them all the same.
Always my wife and I we try to help
everybody. We pgive little theatre
shows, we get money for strikes, We
get money for all people who need

lielp—not only our own ‘ecomrades,
Catholics, all people.”’
Loving people as he did. loving

‘earning as he did, he was wounded to
the quick that he should be accused
of a crime ilke this. ,

I wasn't ready for a boy like this,
a boy who would wring your heart
with his enthusiasin for life and learn-
ing a boy o undimmed by his six
months of waiting inactive in jail.
Soon his talk drifted away from his
case and his trial. He tumbled out of his
story. Seven years employment in one
place and how he missed his wife and
how he wanted to see the new baby,
and how his hoss had come to visit him
in jail, and the bosses wife had given
him a sacred heart and he had taken
it ““not to hurt the lady’s feelings,”’
and the guard had scen it and said:
“‘Hell, why didn't you say you was
a Catholic and you'd'a been out of
here,’’ and couldn’t we get him some
more of D’Annunzio’s books and
scientific books—in Italian, could we?

And suddenly there stabbed through
me the certainty that this boy wasn’t
worried about himself. He didn't even
dream he could be in danger. He didn't
know what powers there were massed
ogainst him. He did not realize that
he is the greatest enemy of the organ-

ized ' manufacturer, for Sacco ‘had *
fought labor’s fight all' hia days. He -
loves people and children; he loves-
legrning. He has another quality whiek
his wife shares with him. Wherever
Sacco and his wife pass by they leave
a trial of affection behind them

People love them for their enthusiases, ~

their gaicty annd their ready helpful
ness. Such men are dangerous.

Maybe it is just as well he does not
know tais. Maybe the clesr light of’
his confident innocence will shine out
in the court room as it did in the jafl!
that dasy.

This story is not all Sacco’s and
Vanzetti’s there is Mrs. Sacco eof
whose umbroken courage everybody,
even the warden, spoaks. You couldm’s
hear about these imprisoned boys with-
out hearing about Mrs. Sacco too. Her
second buby has been born since his-
arrest. She has not seen him sines,
she has not been strong enough toe.
Tt isn’t the people in prison who de-
all the suffering.

There are unwritten stories of suel
people. Mrs. Salsedo, for instance, whe
waited these terrific months while they
kept her husband illegally up in the
fourteenth story of the Post Offies-
Building while they tortured him wntil’
he jumped out of the window on the .
morning of May lst—if he did jump.
And there is Mrs. Sacco and her new
baby, keeping her courage undimmed.

T went to sce her. She lives in =
little bungalow on a hill with woods
around it. Her little boy of seven ram
to meet us. Then she came out, Her
goodness is what you thought of first
No wonder people loved her. It wae:
casy enough to imaginbt these twe-
young people giving their plays for the
cause of laber and for every comrade -
in misfortune. There is something most
lovable.about the quality of her beauty
Dark red hair and a sprinkle of goldem
freckles and now a look of fragility,
because of the baby, because of the
long wait.

There is a big book published. ¥°
think by the Russell Bage Foundatiom
about justice and the poor. It is &
very big book and what their lengthy
investigation proved could be summed.
up in five words:
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POOR MEN CANNOT GET JUS-
. & !

bln active labor men, all the dice

~.
into the clutches of the law. All labor
js on trial with Nicola Sacco and
Bartolomeo Vanzetti. It is bound up
with all the fight that i going on for

determination of the employers to
smash the workers. Labor can save

L]
these boys and at the same time help

to win their own battle.

ase Joaded against them if they fall the closed shop and the unalterable

Graft and the A. F. of L.

By Tom Clark.

Tt is not so very long ago that, for the millionth
time, Mr. Gompers stated pompously and with
great braggadocio that the American Federation of
Labor would fight the Bolsheviki to death; that
there was no place in America for revolutionists;
that the A. F. of L. was 100 percent patriotic.

How proud Mr. Gompeys must have felt when

apesking of the patriotism of the American work-
man—while his friends, Gary, Rockefeller, Woods,
the wool manufacturer, Henry Ford and innumer-
able owners of big concerns were turning the same
American workman out into the streets with the
iafarmation that there was no more work for him.
How big he must have felt as the head of supposed-
Iy 4,000,000 organized men and women, while the
tyusts and corporations and chambers of commerce
were declaring war on union labor and demanding
the open shop.
* @f eourse, all the trouble was due to the radicals,
the revolutoionists, the Bolsheviki, the Commun-
ists, who were pestering the very soul of organized
Iabar! If only he could get rid of these “aliens with-
#n eur Iand”, as they call everybody who does not
agree with them, everything would proced smooth-
.

8o a few months ago Gompers took the machin-
ists convention in hand, and it turned out to be a
106 percent patriotic affair, Then, later, he went
‘%0 New York to manipulate the Central Labor and
“Prades Council—and he came off with a splendid
*victory”, with all the radicals kifled on the spot.

But then the holiday season came on, and Sam
Bad to rest—and prepare for the new year. And
.while Sam was resting, the Lockwood Committee
was occupied with the investigation of certain
people in New York—labor “leaders” and employ-
ers. A shrewd corporation lawyer, who knows the
‘tricks of all the trades, managed to get considerable
information.

His efforts have been so successful that a gor
vernment commission may take the trouble to look
fato the matter of a GANG of so-called labor “lead-

ers” ‘and bosses who have been holding up the
worker and playing with him as with a toy.

Of course, Sam was too busy to bother about
such things—and in these days of the infidel and
the radical, Sam is very much occupied with the
subject of patriotism, particulary of that brand
which PAYS WELL.

What the Lockwood Committee found is 30
damnable, so outrageous that if any workman does
not start an investigation and a movement against
this lot of traitors and grafters that have been and

are feeding on the very toil of the workers, he will |

not be worthy of being called a fellow worker.

By their own words, these grafters condemn
themselves. Let every worker note their infamous
names: Brindell, president of the Carpenters’
Union—A. William J. Bowen, president of the
Bricklayers and Plasterers’ International Union—
Thomes-C. Preece and J. William Dobson, vice-pre-
sident and general secretary of the Bricklayer’s
Union. They—are a pretty lot-—these labor “lead-
ers”—these labor grafters. They are a splendid
coterie of gangsters—WORKING HAND IN HAND
WITH THE BOSSES!

It has been a perfect system of graft, bribery
and corruption. These latter gentlemen have con-
trolled the marble trades unions, and have manip-
ulated the wage scales in such a manner that from
80 to 100 per cent graft has resulted!

Yes, yes, Sam Gompers, talk loud about patriot-
ism and the evils of communism! There is a stench
in your labor organizations and you do not want
the workers to notice it. But it had to come out—
and if it had not come out, we would have fetched
it before your nose and before the nose of every
workman that is in your organizations, to show
them what kind of “LEADERS"” they have!

Brindell had his own personal form of graft. He
worked in company with a lawyer, who was the
representative of building contractors. Between the
two, they pocketed nearly a million—but, of course,
Brindell received the bigger booty. )
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Bowen, Preece and Dobson did their work in a when the matter is presented to Mr. Gompers, “he

dxfferent way. They controlled the jobs—and only
those bosses who were in the “ring” were furnish-
ed with workmen, The bosses, furthermore, showed
their appreciation of the services rendered by these
good and true “unionists” by presenting them with
checks to help pay campaign expenses when elec-
tions were held in the unions. Naturally, at times
it seemed strgnge to many a worker that the
machine worked so smoothly, in spite of dissatis-
faction in the ranks. Thus, the carpenters at the
convention in Houston, Tex., failed to comprehend
how Hutchinson managed to be reelected. They
suspected graft—but Hutchinson remained in of-
fice. C

This could not last for ever. Still the rat is not
yet smoked out of the hole=—SO WE SHALL PRO-
CEED TO SMOKE FURTHER.

What has Sam Gompers to do with all this graft?

Every union man has the right to ask this ques-
tion. He must ask this question—FOR THE VERY
LIFE OF ORGANIZED LABOR IS AT STAKE!

The bosses have used corruption in the ranks of
labor as a pretext for demanding the open shop—
in the name of labor! They say that organized
workers do not dare to challenge the whole prin-
ciple of organization and therefore they, the bos-
ses, must help the workers out. They say it is un-
American, un-Christian, fmmoral and what not, for
workers to be bound and gagged by a union, parti-
cularly when unions are found to be corrupt. They
are attacking the very principle of organization.

So every organized workmen must force Sam
Gompers and all the officials of the American Fed-
eration of Labor and of all the organizations
affiliated with the A. F. of L. to answer the ques-
tion: What have you to do with all this graft?

Let them point a finger at you and call you a

Bolshevik—demand the answer.

THEY WILL ALL HAVE TO ANSWER THE
QUESTION—TO THE ORGANIZED WORKERS
OR TO THE BOSSES, WHO ARE DETERMINED
TO SMASH UNION LABOR ONCE FOR ALL!

Why are Union Officials Silent.

How does it come that there is so much corrup-
tion in labor unions and the officials know nothing
about it? How does it happen that when this cor-
ruption is discovered, the officials of the A. F. of
L., with Sam Gompers at their head, do nothing
to punish the offenders? How does it happen that,

reserves comment ?

Has he really nothing to say? Have they all
really nothing to say? The bosses are talking lond
— let organized labor demand an immediate reply

If they refuse to amswer, they will be smeoked
out, Leave that to the advocates of the open shop,
who are intent upon carrying the ipvestigatiom
right up into the highest offices of the A. F. of L.
Then let all save themselveg who can!

The bosses intend so to discredit the notiom ef
organization, that every worker will leave the

unign. They may even ask for legislation against

union organizations-as a fraud committed upon the

working class. (OF course, we know what a saintly
interest the bosses have in the working class}
Worker’s Control to prevent graft.,

So we workers must save the organization. We
must take it out of the hands of those whas call
thembelves our leaders, and we must never entrust
it to others—without a SAFEGUARD}~-THE
SAFEGUARD OF CONTROL BY THE RANK

r, Do You Go to Church?
Have You Friends Who Do?

If so, you and they should read

COMMUNISM and GHRISTIANISM

Bivhop Wiltiam HYJontgomery Brown D. D.

15¢ each—6 for $1.00—84 pages,

To banish Gods frqm the skies and capital-
ists from the earth is the purpose of this }
book by Bishop Brown, formerly of the
Episcopal Church, now tumed Revolutionary {
Socialist. The modern “Age of Reason” is
what some call this book. If you are a church
goer or have friends who are, then this is'
the book you should read and have them §
read. It is not an attempt to reconcile Scien~
tific Socialism and the Christian religion but
is a call to Christians to discard their theo-
logical dogmas for Marxian Communism. |

order of ‘
THE TOILER, 2207 Clark Ave. A
Cleveland, Ohio, :
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"AND FILE!

Without control, every man and every leader will
go wrong. Without control, corruption is bound to
creep into the organizhtion. Without control, there
will never be an organization worthy of the name.
‘Without control, the labor movement is DOOMED !

We must build a rank and file movement right

sdown in the shops, where every delegate elected to
«.yepresent the shop is under DIRECT control of thg

of work and is the foundation for labor in the
future. It is the basis of control of production by
the worker. It is the militant form of organization
that at last serves the purpose for which unions
were founded. It is the only hope of the working
class in the struggle with the bosses.

Graft in the A. F. of L. will have done one
thing: it will rid us of our “leaders”. It puts up
for discussion again the question of union organi.

v ~workers in the shop.

AAll the officials, all the higher bodies of dele-
- -gates any worker elected to any committee is
- divectly responsible to the workers, who may re-
“-mmove them, just as they have elected them. They
== musttake their instructions from them~they must

zation, which we will answer. Let the bosses smash
our unions—out of them will spring a more mili-
tant, challenging type that will serve us better!
Let the bosses expose the grafters in our ranks—
let them expose our “leaders” for what they are!

vreport everything to them. This provides perfect
pratection. )

Furthermore, this is an organization form that
-works on the spot, safeguarding the worker where
he needs protection—in the shop at his wo.k. This
is an organization that grows out of the very life

In appreciation, we convert our unions into organi-
zations which will put an end to the system and to
the graft and bribery Which are part of the system.

Leaders of the A. F. of L., what you could not do
for us in honesty, you have accomplished for us by
graft. We are indeed thankful to you.

A World Of Things.

By ANISE, Till now—

Staff Writer for the Federated Press.

There is so much of it

We raised too much food;
And 3o we shiver with cold

When you are out of a job

This winter,

And HUNGRY,

8ay to yourself: ‘‘There ian’{
ANYONE to blame for this!

Tt wasn’t the spite

©Of the BOSS

That threw me out!

It wasn’t the Associated Industriee
Attacking Labor] '
But it was merely this:
I and my fellow-workers
Worked HARD,

And had good machinery
To work with,

And we produced

8o MUCH goods

- That we couldn’t UBE it!
Oh, no, THAT isn’t true;

Of course we could USE it
. If we had it, -
But they never gave us

WAGES enough

To buy back what we made.

WE only got a part

Of the values we created,

And so that EXTRA goods

Kept piling up,

SBuits and shoes and foodstuffs,

.

That We

Aren’t NEEDED any more

To make it

And so

It’s soup-kitehens

And bread-lines

And Flop-houses

For US

Until we are needed again!’’

We used to think

Qurs was a world of MEN

And THINGS were valued only

If they served MEN,

But now we know it is

A world of THINGS

And MEN are only valued

For making THINGS

When all the things are made

That can be sold,

The MEN are told:

‘“You are not WANTED now.'’

Maybe their wives want them
And their children want tbem

And their friends want them,

‘But the THINGS

Don’t want them,

And that’s what counts!

And so we wait and hunger

BECAUSE

BECAUSE

We made too much warm clotﬁ'mg;
And ,becsuse we migkt not keep
The clothing and food

But pieces of silver instead

That would not buy it back;

This is what men call

The system of WAGESI

After a while, perhaps,

When we have hungered enough
The THINGS

Will need us againl

Do These Three
Sell Toilers
Literature

Get Subscriptions
Why Wait?
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Workers, Spread the Light of Socialist Truth

: ,

Read, think. Sell literature to other workers. Get on the Firing Line with Socialist weap-
ons,—Books, Pamphlets. The education of the workers must be their own work, Yol can help
by reading and selling the literature from this office '

Books About Russia .
LENINCTHE MAN AND HIS WORK.—By Al

bert*Rbys Willians ............c....co0va... $1.50
RUSSIA IN 1919.—By Arthur Ransome ....... $1.60
RAYMOND ROBINS’ OWN BTORY.—By Wil-

liam Hard ... ..o, Lo 82,00
Labor Laws and Protection of Tabor in Soviet Russia 25
Nicolai Lonin, His Life and Work, Zinovieff ...... 25¢
Communism and The Family, Kollontay ........ 10¢
Structure of Soviet Russia, Humphries ...... 10¢

Scientific Classics

Landmarks of Scientific Socialism, Engels ....... $1.25
Socialism and Modern Science, Ferri .......... $1.25
Philosophica! Essays, Dietzgen .................. $1.50
Positive Outrome of Philosophy, Dietzgen......, 1.50
Physical Basis of Mind and Morals, Fiteh....., 1.25
Ancient Society, Morgan ..................... 1.50
Ancient Lowly, Ward. 2 vols., each ............. 2.50
Essays On Materialistic Conception of flistory,

Labrioli . ... ... e, 1.28
The Universal Kinship, Mcore ................. 1.25
Savage Survivals, Moore ...................... 1.25
Woman Under Socialism, Bebel ................ 2.25
Economic¢ Determinism, Parce .................. 1.25

Educational Pamphlets

Socialism and Christianism, Wm. M. Brown ........ 25¢
Socialism and Religion.—By B. 8. P, of England... 10¢
Wage Labor and Capital, Marx ................. 10¢
Neientific Socialism Study Course ............... 10¢
Communist Manifesto. Marx and Engels ......., 10¢
Shop Talks on Ecomomics, Mafey ............... 10¢
Industrial Socialism, Haywood ......... o B SR 10¢
Industrial Autocracy, Marey ..................... 10¢
Value, Price and Profit, Marx .................... 15¢
Evolution and Revolution, Fischer .............. 10¢
No Compromise, Liebknecht .................... 15¢
Socialism, Utopian and Scientific, Engels ......... 15¢
Marxism and Darwinism ....................... 10¢
Mr. Block and the Profiteers, Riebe ............. 10¢
Strength of the Strong, London ................. 10e
The Apostate, London .......................... 10e
The Clasf Struggle, Kautsky .......... eennean .. 28e
The Right to Strike, Marey ...........c..0vuun... 10¢
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. EDITOR’S NOTE: Charity organiza-
tion work has reached tremendous pro-

. portions, The ruling capitnlist class has

urganized stupendous campaigns for
the liquidation of a small part of the
Lumsn misery &reated by the misrule
of the capitalist elass, It is high time
the workers learned something about
this huge machine which covers the
uleers of capitulinm. A series of finc
orticles has been prepared for The Toil-
er by comraile Lee, former social
worker ‘'who is thouroughly familiar
with the workings of tbis institution,

It is well-nigh impossible for the
outsider to appreciate evem partially
the inner workings of the mechanism
of modern charity institutions.

Capitalism has seen fit that the
'Mdson- montser bearing such an in-
nocept name be shrouded in profound
darkess; it would defeat its own pur-
pose were it to disclose the face-
value of the imstitution which, herald-
ed as one of the blessings of bour-
geois civilizatioff, is but incontestable
proof of its eriminal degeneracy.

To prove this contention, we can do
no better than to pass on to 4 nar-
ration of the subtlities of organized
work and relief.

Spywork Forms the Base of the
Structure,
Philanthropic institutions, like all

other mercenary chanuels of bourgeois
society are highly specialized and
centralized organizations. The baek-

“ground for each unit of charity is

the Confidential Exchange. The Asso-
ciated charities, with branches all over
the U. B, is in charge of this depart-
ment. Its function is to keep records
of all those who apply for aid, whether
an gratuitous patriots of hospitals,
those seeking legal advice or material
relicf, The objeect of thjs department
is to determine the ‘‘merits’’ or
‘‘worth’’ of each separate case.

The following cohnstitutes the regular
routine and techmique of the ‘‘work.’’

A ‘‘case’’ is referred, for example,
to the Childrens Aid Society. Forth-
with the Confidential Exchange is

. called in to furnish or Fo furnished

with information concerning it, after
which an investigator is sent to the
bome to pry into the privaey of family
affairs, income and expenditure, ia-
dustrial affiliation, (labor unions)

“Ch - ’
arity”.
. By Jane B, Lee,

church connection, in fact, the more
spy work the better, an affrontery,
let it here be remarked, for which the
advocates of ‘‘ Americanization,* from
whose ranks thoso at the head of
charity are recruited, would consider
themselves amply justified in showing
the intruder the door.

And all this humiliation and gross
violation of the fundamental rights of

the privacy of one’s home for the

purpose of establishing the ‘‘worth’’
of this or that victim of capitalism,
whether unemployed or a subject of
some other mishap. Should it appear
that the unfortunate is s member of
a trade union, even one ala the A. F.
of L., or that he is lax in his church
attendance, alas for the hope of this
heretic ever to get response from the
charities. But to proceed with the
next phase.

To substantiate or give the lie to
the prospective beneficiary as to the
information furnished, by him to the
#py, or the invenstigators, tenants,
nighbors, employers, priests, ministers

(the latter three are subsequently
used as witnesses in court-procéeding)

are interviewed. The annals of the
City Hull are searched to verify
marriage-licenges (philanthropists are

no adherents of the free-love-doctrino
—never mind their clandistine rela-
tious those are ‘‘bought and paid
for.’’)

How OCauses are Ascertained.

If after all the ‘‘acientific research’’
it has been established bevond doubt
tkat the victim is a good law abiding
dub hence a worthy subject for pauper-
ization the next question on the pro-
gram is: What is the,cause of his dis-

rtressf

These capitalist institutions proceed
on the theory that financial distress
and its misery are the result of in-
dividual shortcomings mental or moral.

With this prineiple to guide it,
the worker out of a job must, in the
first instance, ba segregated, in the
second, reformed.

In compliance with this philosophy,
the man is dragged to the Psychopathic
Hospital for a mental examination,
known as the Binnet Test. As is but
natural, the victim thus oxamined, half-

- &

starved frightened out of bis wits as
0 result of this very performance, is
in no fit condition to pass the mental
grill satisfactorily and the edhsequence
ip that a verdict of ‘‘Mentality that
of a child’’ is rendered. Translated in-
to terms of capitalist state laws the
one thus afflicted must bo segregated
and proceedings are instituted for
commitment to an insane asylum,

Thus the proletarian, who, through
the inevitableness of his position in
bourgeois society, is forced into idle-
ness, thrugh the manipulation ef
‘“charity'’ lands in a mad house.

But with the consummation of this
Ligh-handed treachery the evil work-
ings of charity has not yet reached
its highest point. There are still other
surprises in store for those who are
deluded into the expectation of relief
from that pelluted source. Do not for-
get the premise upon which all this
is based: ‘‘Something is rotten in
Denmark.'’

In the example with the Psycho-
pathic Hospital charity establishes the
fact that the jobless is mentally de-
fieient, in the following it proves that
he is morally unfit

The unemployed man is legally
responsible for the support of 'his
family, if married, and for that of
his aged parent or parents, or some
other aged or invalided relative, if
single. Failing to do so, he is a de-
liquent and charity brings suit against
the culprit on a charge of non-support.

Buorgeois justice, of course, is made
to triumph and the offender is usually
given a jail term varying betweem
three and six months. ’

With this happy termination charity
kills two hirds with one stone. Crime
is punished and the dependant of the
prisoner receives the liberal sum of
fifty cents per day (the amount paid
by the State for prison labor in 1915,)
und charity is relieved from the ex-
pense of $2.00 worth of groceries per
week for some few weeks (the regular
asmount of relief when extended, when
it is given),

The mischief wrought however trag-
ic it may be at this point, has still
more developmental phases.

With these we propose to deal in
our subsequent instalments.
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