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General Dress Strike in New York

NRA Suppresses Strike of
Miners; Workers Restive

The growing strike movement.
of nearly 60,000 soft-coal miners
in Western Pennsylvania, one of
the most extensive and militant
actions of labor in recent years,
was suppressed after two weeks
of constant spread, when, on Aug-
ust 8, the NRA, with the assistanc?
of the United Mine Workers offi-
cials, finally “prevailed” on the
miners to go back to work on the
promise that their grievances
would be considered by a special
NRA arbitration board.

% * x
The Unionization Drive

The strike move began and con-
tinued primarily as a drive to
unionize the miners and obtain
recognition for the U.M.W.A. The
region had been unionized in 1922
but the miners were excluded from
the agreement which Lewis con-
cluded with the operators. This
shameless sell-out served to creats
a profound anti-Lewis sentiment
which remains to this day. In
1927 the Save-the-Union Commit-
tee attempted to stimulate an or-
ganization drive in these fields
but with little success. The re-
gion remained almost entirely open
shop.

The adoption of the Recovery
Act and the rush of the coal com-
panies, especially the big H. C.
Frick Company, a United States
Steel Corporation subsidiary, to es-
tablish company unions and have
them recognized, directly or indi-
rectly, in the coal code, stimulated
the union officials to start an or-
ganization drive. The response of
the miners surpassed all expecta-
tions. Soon the region was pretty
well organized in the U.M.W.A.
The operators immediately began
a war to the death against the
spreading union movement. The
answer of the miners was the call
for a general strike on the sole is-
sue of recognition. Beginning
with about 10,000 workers out,
the strike soon spread so that it
finally included practically all min-
ers in the fields and shut down all
of the H. C. Frick Company’s
mines.

From the very beginning, the lo-
cal officials, openly in the pay of
the operators, spared no brutality
in attempting to suppress the
strike movement. The state mili-
tia sent by Governor Pinchot soon
found itself engaged in the same
werk of suppression, in spite of
the Governor’s declarations of sym-
pathy fer the miners. A state of
actual war dominated Western
Pennsylvania but the miners refus-
ed to be intimidated and the strike
was well on the way to success
when the Federal government, the
NRA, intervened.

* * *
The NRA Steps In!

General Johnson publicly declar-
ed that the issue of the conflict,
that is, unionization, did not “in-
terest” him, that what he wanted
was a “cessation of the warfare
that was endangering recovery.”
After prolonged negotiations he
got John L. Lewis, president of
the U.M.W.A. and member of the
Labor Advisory Board of the NRA,
to agree to call off the strike on

the following conditions: the min-
ers were to return to wcrk with-
out discrimination because of union
aff liation, the miners were to be
allowed to elect chockwelglimen
of their own, the issue ¢f the
struggle was to be submitted to
an NRA arbitration committee
composed of Gerard Swope of the
General Electric Company and
Louis E. Kirstein of Edward Fi-
lene’s Sons Company, both notor-
ious anti-union concerns, and
George L. Berry, reactionary pres-

TWO LYNGHED IN
ALABAMA

One of thec mcst wanton and
brutal lynch murders of recent
years took place on Sunday Aug-
ust 13, in Tasealoosa Cocnty, Ala-
bama, when Tom Pippen, 18 years
old, A. T. Harden, 16, and Elmore
Clark, 28 indicted for murder and
in the custocdy of a sheriff, were
virtually handed over to an in-
furiated mob, which shot the two
boys to death and seriously wound-
ed Clark.

Whatever evidence has been pro-

(Continued on Page 2)

CLOAK GODE FOR
PIEGE WORK

New York City.

A sharvo fight against the recent-
ly adopted NRA code for the cloak
and suit irdustry was put up by
members of the Cloakmakers Uni-
ed Progressive League at the
joint meeting of the executive
boards of all cloakmakers locals
(Locals 1, 3, 9, 10, 17, 35, 48, 64,
82) of the International Ladies
Garment Workers Union held on

(Continued on Page T)

duced tends to indicate that the
boys were not guilty of the charge
against them. The International
Labor Defense immediately cffer-
ed legal assistance but the court
refused to admit tht I. L. D. law-
yers. Lynch sentlment began to
rise high under the slogan “This
must not be another Scottsboro!”
—that is, the Negroes must not
be brought to trial. Acting hand
in glove with the lynchers, Sheriff
R. L. Shamblin took his three
prisoners over an ‘“isolated road”,
as he himself explained, and, when
confronted by a masked mob, un-
hesitatingly handed them over to
jit, without even the pretence of
}resistance. The bloody business
then took place.

To cover up their own compli-

| (Continued on page 3)

New York City.

About sixty thousand dressmak-
ers are out in general strike in
New York City and surburban
communities in New Jersey and
Connecticut. The strike broke out
on Wednesday morning, August 186,
upon call of the Dressmakets
Union of the I.L.G.W.U., under inh-
structions of the referendum held
two days previously in which the
organized dressmakers in Manhat-
tan and Brcoklyn voted overwhelm-
ingly, 12,146 to 463, for the gener-
al strike.

The strike comes as the culmina-

SHOE WORKERS
IN STRIKE

Boston, Mass.
August 13, 1933.

The big shoe strike is over. The
union representatives, who had
been summoned to Washington for
a conference at the Department cof
Labor, returned home yesterday. A
meeting of all joint councils was
}held at which it was decided to ac-
(cept the settlement of a 20% flat
increase until September 15. Be-

Monday evening, August 7, 1933. city, the county authorities imme- fore that time the Massachusetts

(Continued on Page 4)

The setting up of the so-called
Natiecnal Labcr Board as
part of the NRA machinery, is
a threat to labor that every
worker car understand, nc mat-
ter what may be his opinion
about the National Industrial
Recovery Act as an efective re-
covery and reemployment meas-
ure.

The wunrestricted right to
strike is the very life of union-
ism. Without the possibility of
resorting to this weapon if ne-
cessary, a trade union is pow-
erless and all its demands are
mere empty words. Take away
its right to strike and you de-
stroy its very existence!

Never was the right to strike
more necessary for laber than
today. Prices are already sky-
rocketing upwards. Only de-
termined action for higher
wages can prevent the workers
from sinking lower and lower
into the depths of misery. The
Recovery Aect is supposed to
guarantee the right of union
organization and of collective
bargaining. But what are these
“rights” worth, if the basic
right, the right to strike, is
abolished?

And now the Federal govern-

ment has stolen this right of
labor! Frightened at the re-
cent wave of strikes and organi-
zations drives, that came as a
fresh breeze of militancy into
the stagnant atmosphere of late

years, the NRA has decided to
suppress all labor militancy, to
make all strikes and even all
vigorcus c¢rganization cam-
paigns impossible. Strikes are
n3w “urnpatriotic” and against
them the full of the gcvernment
is to be used. Unionization
drives, if they go “too far”, that
is. if they are effective, are in
teh same beat. The National
Labo: Board., and simiiar
bodies to be set up in the states
and localities, are to decide all
issues and matters of dispute
between canital and labor!

Senator Wagner, Tammany
politician, heads the list of the
seven members of this national
strike-breaking board. Dr. Leo
Wolman represents the “ex-
perts.” And who are the other
members? Walter C. Teagle,
president of the Standard Oil
Company ¢f New Jersey; Ger-
ard Swope, president of the
General Electric Company;
Louis E. Kirstein, general man-
ager of William Filene’s Sons
Company of Boston—all repre-
sentatives of notoricus open
shop and company unicn con-
cerns, and John L. Lewis and
William Green, “representing”
labor! What can the workers
expect from this tribunal which
is to have their fate in its hands
for final decision,

Surely the ill-cinened Hoov-
er-Green “nc strike” pact of
1929 has not yet been forgot-
ten, the pact that Green him-

For the Right to Strike!

self was later forced to re-
nounce and ccndemn. And now
the A. F. of L. leaders, who
claim to represcnt unionism and
the interests of labsr, have
again acied true to form, rath-
er as lieutenants cf capital than
as spckesmen of labor. The
spectacle of Edward G. Me-
Grady rushing to Pennsylvaria
to break a strike called solely
to force recognition of the U.
M.M.A,, is enough tc indicate
the despicable rol: the labor
leaders are playing today!

There is conly one way out!
Every union, every labor or-
ganizatior,

must immediately declare it-
self unalterably opposed to any
sort of governmental restriction
of the right to strike,

must specifically brand as an-
ti-labor the policy c¢f the NRA
in virtually outlawing strikes |
and settirg up the National La-
bor Beard,

must express its sharp disap-
proval of the conduct of the
union members of the Labor Ad-
vissry Brard of the NRA in
suporting the policy of strike
suppression,

must cal! upon the union mem-
bers of the Naticnal Laber
Board to withdraw from it in
protest,

must declare in nc uncertain
terms that it does not consider
itself bound in any way by any
sort of restriction of the right
tc strike!

R

IL.LL.G.W.U. in Big Struggle
For Workers Demands

tion of a period of vigorous or-
ganization activity designed to mo-
bilize the dressmakers for an ei-
fective struggle for tclerable con-
ditions. The demands of the union
in the present strike are:

The 30-hour week, in order to
immediately relieve unemploy-
ment; and definite guarantee of
the minimum wage scale, incor-
porated in the existing agrezment;
the responsibility of the jobbers
for conditions in contracting shops;
and collective agreements and
proper work standards to regulae
the status of the workers in the
industry. The union has already
established an effective strike ma-
chinery.

The National Association of
Dress Manufacturers, a strong
open-shop group composed largely
-of jobbers, attempted to head off
the strike movement at the last
minute by announcing it: accept-
ance of the NRA blanket ~ode but
the union is not to be swerved by
any such manouvers and stands
unshaken for its demands. It is
significant, hcwever, that even for
this formal gesture on the part of
tNational Association the whip of
;strike threat was necessary!

* * *

The general strike of dressm k-
ers in New York City acquii2s
tremendous significance in v.ew
the recent “no-strike” edict of the
NRA. It ccmes as a sharp chal-
lenge to the attempt to deprive la-
bor of its most powerful weapon,
the right to strike, at a time when
the workers need this weapon mora
than ever before. Reports are that
the NRA offices in Washington
have been flooded with appeals of
the dress manufacturers to “stcp”
the strike but the dressmakers are
determined to yield to no pressure
from the NRA or to allow any N
RA interference with the winning
of their demands. The firm
stand of the dressmakers for the
right to strike is certain to inspire
the labor movement in the rest of
the country and stiffen its res’st-
ance to the bosses offensive under
cover of the Recovery Act.

* * *

The Needle Trades Workers In-
dustrial Union, the dual union con-
trolled by the official Communist
Party, is at its usual work trying
to spread demoralizaticn and con-
fusion. At a time when the great-
est possible unity of the dressmak-
ers is so necessary, it is going thru
the motions of calling its «wn
strike, holding its own “strike
meetings”, and so on, as if it werc
a serious factor in the trade.” Bnt
fortunately all signs go to ind:-
cate that this time its work of dis-
organization and division will have
little effect.

* * *®

The general strike of the dress-
makers is of grave importance for
the whole labor movement, espec-
ially for the workers organizations
of New York. It is the duty of
every trade union and of every la-
bor organization to give the great-
est moral and material support to
the dressmakers who are today
fighting not only their own battle
but also the battle of organized la-
bor as a whole under the regime
of the Blue Eagle!
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Join the Communist Opposition?

Declaration of

Louis Baum

We publish below the declaration
of Louis A. Baum, for many years
an outstanding Cominunist worker
wm New York City. Comrade Baum
and a number of other comrades
in the Lower Bronx section have
joined the Communist Opposition.

—Editor.
® * %
New York City.

In appealing to the District Se-
cretariat of the Communist Party
of America for a rehearing of the
so-called charges against me,
stated that “loyalty to the work-
ing class and the Communist Par-
ty is the road to expulsion.” How
true this is can be readily seen by
an understanding of what happen-
ed to me, as well as to the hun-
dreds of others who  were framed
by the burocrats and swivel-chair
functionaries of the C. P.

They everlastingly preach disci-
pline but their particular brand
of discipline is calculated to render
the comrades spineless and cow-
ardly. Anyone with backbone and
courage is far from being wanted
by the clique in control. My
troubles began when I received an
assignment to build an I. L. D.
branch in the Lower Bronx. 1
went at.the task with hammer and
tongs and in less than six months
enrolled eighty-one members. A
few undesirable elements oftimes
creep into an organization, espe-
cially during its formative stage,
but I soon exposed one individual,
a supposed marine worker, as a de-
tective and spy and another un-
scrupulous business woman out
for cold cash. Then the fur began
a-flying which ended in my separa-
tion from the Communist Party
of America.

By the way, documentary evi-
dence against said detective was
obtained from the Marine Workers
Industrial Union and the woman in
question was tried five times, in-
cluding two trials by a Communist
Party fraction (altho not a party
member) and in each and every in-
stance found guilty. Was she ex-
pelled? Hardly! In fact the buro-

crats suddenly put on a spurt and
soon made her into a full-fledged

icurred and at this time not a mem-

FALL

$1.25 for a course of s'x sessions.
for the unemployed.

Friday nights at 7.

Monday nighis at 8:30.

Monday nights at 7.
FASCISM, B. Herman.

Tuesday nights at 7.

Tuesday nights at 8:30.

Tuesday nights at 7.

New Workers School

51 WEST 14TH STREET

TERM

The term is of six weeks, all courses beginning in the week of
September 25 and ending in the week of O:tober 30. Tuitioa fees are

Special arrangements will be made

CURRENT EVENTS, by Jay Lovestone.
Friday nights at 8:30. Single admission—25c.

PSYCHOLOGY AND MARXISM, Bert Wolfe.

CAPITALISM AND COMMUNISM (Fundamentals of Cummunism - I)
Mcnday nights at 7—D. Benjamin.
Tuesday nights at 8:30-—Ellen Ward.

DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM, Will Herberg.

BASIC CONCEPTIONS OF SCIENCE. M. C. Stewart.

HISTOKY OF LABOR INTERNATIONALS, Herbert Zam,

DEVELOPMENT OF AMERICAN LABOR MOVEMENT, Jim Cork.

New Wave of E

The demoralizing succession of
turns, half-turns and re-turns in
Communist Party policy and tac-
tics in recent months has stimulat-
ed a widespread protest movement
in the party and has led to a new
series of expulsions in various sec-
tions.

* » %
Expulsions In Chicago

In Chicago, a sensation has been
created by the expulsion of A. Gold-
man, a leading party member and
chief counsel for the International
Labor Defense. The fundamental
differences between Goldman and
the party burocrats  center
around the questions of the united
front tactics and the party policy
among the unemployed. “The main
reason for my expulsion,” declares
Comrade Goldman in a statement
sent to the “Workers Age” and
other Communist papers, “is my
view on the united front tactics,
especially as applied in the Chi-
cago united front action of the un-
employed workers in October 1932,
my opinion of the tactiecs of the
German Communist Party in the
struggle against Fascism, and my

led by the detective who was armed
with a leaden pipe, they proceeded
to drive all the loyal elements from
the hall,

This led to the formation of the
Lower Bronx Workers Club which
immediately but vainly applied for
a charter to the District of the L
L. D. and, as a last resort, they
connected with the City Club Ccun-
cil—a Communist Party-controlled
body. The Lower Bronx Workers
Club continued to loyally support
the Communist Party and to con-
tribute liberally to I. L. D. defense
work. “Daily Workers” and “La-
bor Defenders” were sold at its
open-air meetings but, notwith-
;standing all this, they were hound-
ed as opposition elements and al-
ways denounced at party-controlled
street meetings. Altho absent from
the meeting at which the break oc-

member of the party and then pro- |per of Lower Bronx Workers Club.

ceeded to charge me with “sland-
ering a leading comrade.”

Mr. Glass, big boss of Section 5,
sent for me and ordered me to re-
sign as organizer of the Jim Con-
nolly I. L. D. branch, naively be-
lieving that the comrades would
accept my resignation during my :
absence. But such was not to be,
for the membership absolutely re-
fused to accept my resignation for

I was charged with organizing an
ovposition groun and expelled by
Mr. Glass and his satellites from
the Communist Party of America
without any sort of hearing.

But something strange occurred
shortly before my expulsion. Per-
haps the deal was altogether too
raw for the comrades to swallow.
The buro of Unit 2, Section 5, sent

the_second time. This naturally in-
furiated the big boss and summon-
ing a rag, tag and bobtail army,’

PICNIC |

for the benefit of

“WORKERS AGE”
Sunday, August 27, 10 A. M.
at

TIBBETS BROOK PARK
Auspices of the Bronx Branch
of the Communist Opposition
Entertainment - Sports

Refreshments
DIRECTIONS: Take White Plains Road

Subway to 238 Street Station. Frem

there take bus to Picnic grounds.—

Field 8.

DELICIOUS FOOD?
GOOD SERVICE?

g0 to

RESTAURANT
523 Sixth Avenue
N. Y. C.

for me and told me to get back in-

to harness once more and to com-

pletely forget all the unpleasant
incidents of the past! But this ar-
rangement evidently proved unsat-

|isfactory to the burocrats, for they

immediately reversed themsélves
again and ordered my name strick-
en from the rolls. I then received
a communication summoning me to
appear before the district control
commission which I did with five
witnesses and learned to my dis-
may that the workers c-urt of jus-
tice had been tamvered with and
everything fixed in advance.

In conclusion, I wish to say that
I can overlrok and clcse my eyes
to many unimportant shortcomings
but I can never, never forgive the
framing of any worker by a con-
trol commission of anv so-called
revolutionary organization. After
all js said and done. why apneal
to the framers of class-conscious
workars. In the last analysis, is it
not the revolutionary workers and
farmers of America that consti-
tute the court of last resort? It
is to them that I direct mv final
appeal, I know that they will ren-
der a true and correct verdict in
due time.

Louis A. Baum.
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New York City.

While hundreds. of thousands of

jobless and their families are fac-
ing starvation and loss of shelter
in New York City because of the
‘breakdown of municipal finances
‘and the heavy cuts in relief, the
issue of unemployment relief has
ibeen turned into a mere factional
jfootball to be kicked from one
‘group and clique of capitalist pol-
_iticians to another for the sake of
selfish political advantage. At the
time of writing, the special session
of the State Legislature called by
Governor Lehman has been in ses-
sion for over three weeks but
relief for the unemployed is no
nearer in sight, owing to the three-
cornered struggle going on in state
politics between the Tammany for-
res, Governor Lehman and the
Republicans. At first Tammany
proposed an increase in state tax-
ation for New York City relief but
the Governor violently opposed.
Then it was suggested that the
funds be raised by a municipal
sales tax and a tax on stock trans-
fers. But this too was dropped
owing to opposition among city
ymerchants and stock brokers.
On the day of the opening of
:the special session, a joint delega-
.tion of the Assce’ation cf the Un-
remployed, the Workers Unemploy-
?ed League and the Workers Com-
;mittee on Unemployment, went to
| Albany and appeared before the
Governor to present the demands
of the unemployed. The delegation
called for a $15,000.000 minimum
monthly appropriation for unem-
ployed relief. laws to stop the evic-
tion of the unemployed. the inclu-
sion of single men in relief and the
representation of the unemployed
organizations in the relief admini-
stration machinery.

At the same time the delegation
declared itself opposed to a sales
tax or to an increase in transit
fare in anv form. The joint com-
mittee proposed that the necessary
funds be raised first, by increasing
th~ taxation of the rich (a tax on
public utilities, a higher income
tax. an increased stock transfer
tax) and, secondly, bv saving the
millions wasted bv Tammany in
eraft, corruption and wild extra-
vagance.

NRA BREAKS STRIKE
OF MINERS

(Continied from Page 1)
ident of the printing pressmen’s
union. In this truece the H. C. Frick
Company and other operators a-<so-
ciated with it would not recogniza
the U. M. W. A. even as far as to
provide that the union call the men
back to work! They announced

UNEMPLOYED FAGE STARVATION

| spreadihg their company unions
thruout the field.

When the miners heard of this
complete surrender on Lewis’s
part, they expressed indignant pro-
test and swore they would not ac-
cept the sell-out that Lewis had
signed in their name. As a mat-
ter of fact the delegates of the six-
ty-four local unions, who met on
Saturday, August 5, defeated the
proposal to approve of the Lewis
agreement and go back to work;
on the contrary, they decided to
continue picketing and, as a mat-
ter of fact, it was immed’ately af-
ter this that the last two Frick
mines were closed.

On Tuesday, August 8, another
conference of local union dele-
gates was held. This time Edward
F. McGrady, high A. F. of L. of-
ficial and labor advisor c¢f the ..
RA appeared and spoke in the
name of President Roosevelt, prom-
ising the miners everything if they
would only accept the “truce”. Mec-
Grady’s infamous work was great-
ly aided by the criminal anti- U.
M. W. A., dual unicnist agitation
of official Communist Party and
National Miners Union spokesmen.
This time the conference voted
unanimously to accept the agree-
ment, upon the appeal of Martin
:Ryan, the union leader, to “trust
{in President Roosevelt’s word.”

There is great dissatisfaction
among the soft-coal miners of the
Greene-Fayette Countv district
and dual unionist sentiments are
not uncommon especially in view
of the brazen violation of the truce
‘agreement by the operators. But
now more than ever would
union-splitting be suicidal from
the point of view both of
the interests of the workers and
of the struggle of progressive and
left wing forces against Lewis and
his corrupt clique. The m'ners
must not be provoked to rash ac-
tion by Lewis’s callous disregard
of their interests; they must push
forward, spreadine unionism,
building up the U.M.W.A., which
belrngs not to Lewis hut to the
coal diggers, and broadening and
strengthening the organized oppo-
sition movement to oust Lewis and
his surrender policies and replace
them by men and policies in the
interests of the miners.

EAGER MOUNTAIN
HOUSE
CATSKILLS, N. Y.
Up-to-date Summer Resort
Hot and cold water in every room
Lake - Tennis - Handball - Casino
Orchestra - Dancing

Special rates for readers of the
“Workers Age”

that they would push ahead.

xpulsions Breaks

Out in Communist Party

criticism of the method of the call-
ing of the Free Tom Mooney Con-
gress.”

Goldman raised a protest against
the party’s sectarianism on the un-
employed field almost a year ago,
on the basis of the experiences in
Chicago. Readers of the “Workers
Age” will remember the article of
B. Herman in the February 1,
1933 issue, greeting the fact that
“the article of Comrade Verblin
(Goldman}, in the ‘Communist’ of

December 1932, exposes the sectar-
ian blundering and suicidal meth-
ods of the party leadership. . . .It
is a welcome relief in the welter
of non-Leninist and anti-Leninist
nonsense that fills the columns of
the party press. It will certainly
have its effect in recalling to the
minds of many party members the
elementary ideas of Leninist tac-
tics now proscribed and forgotten
in the party.” The inadequacies
of Comrade Goldman’s position of
that time, as pointed out in our
article referred to, have been
largely overcome by Comrade
Goldman himself until, in his re-
cent statement on his expulsion, he
comes out unequivocally for a pol-
icy of thorogoing unity.

The other big point of Comrade
Goldman’s criticism of the party
course is the conduct of the party
in regard to the National Tom
Mooney Congress. In this respect
his views correspond to the posi-
tion of the Communist Opposition
but they de not go as far. We hope
that Comrade Goldman will not
limit his criticism merely to the
method of calling the congress but
will extend it also to the conduect
of the congress and especially to
the system of “collecting issues”
and converting the Tom Mooney
movement into an “omnibus united
front.”

It would be of no service to re-
fute the countless slanders that the
bankrupt party officials are
spreading about Comrade Gold
man. We know only too well exact-
ly what they are worth!

Immediately after his expulsion,
Comrade Goldman arranged a pub-
lic meeting, at which about 300
people were present.

Further expulsions are under
way in Chicago. Lydia Beidell, a
well known functionary, has refus-
ed to swallow the disgraceful non-
sense of the party on the German
catastrophe and has issued a
mimeographed  statement very
clearly pointing out the responsi-
bility for the defeat and demand-
ing a free discussion. In Chicago,
too, five members of the Young
Communist League have been ex-
pelled and two more are on the
way. And here, too, the issue i3
the united front.

L I

In Los Angeles And New York

In Los Angeles Basil Dell, the
imost outstanding member of the
’Young Communist League, has
'been expelled from the party and
iexpulsion from the Y. C. L. is to
i follow.

In New York City, Louis Baum,
l_(nown for years as the outstand-
ing Communist worker in Lower
Bronx, has been expelled from the
party because of his resistance to
the sectarian and wrecking course
of the C. P. in the I. L. D. With
him Burnett Le Roy was also ex-
pelled. Both have joined the Com-
munist Opposition.

In Harlem a whole branch of the
I. L. D., the Roy Wright Branch,
was expelled by tha nobber hawe
crats because it wanted to stick to
the alleged non-partisan character
of the I. L. D.

. Thesg: are signs of the times. An
Increasing number of party mem-
bers‘ and revolutionary workers are
coming around to the view that
the road of the Communist Op-
position is the only way out of the
blind-alley in which our move-

ment finds itself today.
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Labor and the Nat’l Recovery Act

The last few weeks have been
weeks of greatest moment for the
labor movement of this country.
They have been weeks of yigorous
organization campaigns in many
branches of industry and of a wave
of strikes that has come as a
breath of fresh air in the stagnant
atmosphere of recent years. But
they have also been weeks of grow-
ing  disillusionment of the work-
ers with the National Industrial
Recovery Act, only recently recom-
mended to them by their leaders
as the very road to the heaven of
the “New Deal.”” The proceedings
at the code hearings and the func-
tioning of the codes already in
operation, the repeated declara-
tions of Gen. Johnson, Donald Rich-
berg and their assistants, the sup-
pression of the great Pennsyl-
vania miners strike, the Paterson
silk strike and others by the N.
R. A. machinery, the establish-
ment of a powerful “National

Labor Board” dominated by
open-shop and company unlon
spokesmen, are already having,

their effect, are already raising
grave doubts in the minds of think-
ing workers.

What does the Recovery Act
hold out for the workers, for or-
ganized labor in particular? Wil
1t bring recovery, stimulate re-
employment, raise buying power,
strengthen labor organization, as
promised ? . x s

The N.I.LR.A. As A Recovery
Measure

How is the N.L.R.A. to serve as
a recovery measure? First, by
“securing cooperative action with-
in industry and eliminating unfair
competitive practises,” in the
words of Senator Wagner. But
this cannot be taken seriously.
There is plenty of “cocperative ac-
tion” within the trustified steel in-

there is substantially no competi-
tion. Yet the crisis has hit the
steel industry as badly as any
other.

Secondly, recovery is to come
thru a poiicy of systematic price-
raising, which has been authorita-
tively declared to be ‘“paramount”
in the econcmic schemes orf the
“New Deal.” Quite apart from the
fact that only the most absurdiy
unrealistic economics can regard
artificial price-raising as the road
to recovery, this course has a de-
finite bovmerang eifecc. It cuts
buying power and thereby imp:des
recovery and makes hardship for
the wocke:s, whose wages na.ural-
ly go mostly for articles of im-
mediate consumptiion. It necessi-
tates systematic limitation of out-
put, which is certainly no way of
reducing unemployment. Artificial
price-raising, ilnaily, is Impossi-
ble beyond a certain point without
insurmountable taritr walls and
embargoes, hence wichout the still
further reduction of foreign trale.

But it is aleng the thuird road
that NRA promises most success:
reduction of the work-week, stim-
ulation of reemployment and in-
crease of buying power by a sys-
tem of minimam wages. Here
again the facts have another story
to tell. The average work-week of
employed workers during May
1933 was about 38 hours. It 1s
clear that the minimum work-
weeks proposed in most codes (40
hours or more)will involve no real
reemployment. Even the 35-hour
provision of the blanket code im-
plies a reemployment of only 8%.
And this 8% itseif is only a max.-
mum, for the “employers every-
where will now endeavor to get
the output formerly obtained dur-
ing long hours” (“Annalist”, June

dustry and there are no ‘“unfair
competitive practises” because

30, 1933). It is notorious that the

Dressmakers for One Union!

A Communication

The following communication
was sent on July 9, 1933 by Dress-
makers Local 22 of the I.LL.G.W.U.
to the Dress Department of the
Needle Trades Workers Industrial
Union.—Editor.

* * *

The General Executive Board of
the N.T.W.L.U. addressed recent-
ly a communication to our union
suggesting certain steps be taken
so as to improve,the conditions of
the workers in our industry.

The proposal calls for a united
front of the two unions, i.e., the I.
L. G.W.U. and the N.T.W.L.U,, to
conduct one strike. In reply there-
to we wish to state as follows:

During the last few years the
dressmakers have suffered untold
hardships. Misery, starvation wag-
es, unemployment are the lot of all
the workers in our trade.

And now with the rising cost of
living, with prices on all commodi-
ties continually going up, the con-
dition of the workers is fast be-
coming worse and worse.

With the aid of the National In-
dustrial Recovery Act, the employ-
ers are trying to perpetuate this
condition thru the code that they
are now working out. .

The urgent need of the hour is
an intensive mobilization of all the
workers in our trade for an offen-
sive against the employers, to wipe
out the present sweatshop condi-
tions and reestablish union stand-
ards and union conditions in the
shops. ,

Under the d4ircumstances real
unity in the ranks of the workers
is of prime importance. Any group
or individual who looks for politi-
cal advantages, any one who car-
ries on manouvers or who in any
way is attempting to demoralize
the ranks of the workers is com-
mitting an unpardonable crime
against the dressmakers.

* * »*
Manouvers Will Not Help!

That the proposals of N.T.W.I.
U. are only a manouver becomes
obvious on the slightest examina-
tion.

They propose a united front of

the two undcns to conduct one
strike. Instead of taking up the
question of one union in the trade
they speak of one strike hy two
competing unions who seek to de-
stroy each other. At best such a
proposal will only strengthen the
dual union system and maintain
the division in the ranks of the
workers. What we need now, while
preparing for the general strike,
duning and after the strike, is one
union in the trade to defend at ali
times the interests of the workers.

Why does thé N.T.W.L.U. take
up this question backwards? First,
they say, let us agree to have one
strike, then we will talk about
one union. That one strike will
not assure one union in the trade
is evident, but every worker under-
stands that one union in the trade
will assure one strike.

Why then do they refuse to con-
sider the question of one union
now, when it is most essential?

They say that difference of opin-
ion on fundamental questions of
policy and tactics between the In-
dustrial Union and the leaders of
the International will be no ob-
stacle to an agreement for one
strike. Why then should it be an
obstacle to the consideration of the
question of one union?

A union is an organization of all
workers in a trade regardless of
their political opinions. One union
in the trade is therefore the high-
est form of a united front possible.

Differences of opinion with the
policies and leadership of the
unions have existed and will exist,
but the way to discuss these differ-
ences and the way to fight for a
different policy is not by separat-
ing into new unions but by fight-
ing constructively within the union
for a change of leadership and
policy.

Why, then, cannot the leaders of
the Industrial Union see the logic
of this argument? Why do they
refuse to consider the highest
form of a united front—one union
in the trade?

The answer is simple! It is be-
cause they are hopelessly bound
by a dual unionist policy. They
are not ready to give up their dual

Unionism Faces a Great Test!

by Will Herberg

recent pick-up in production was
accompanied by a much smaller
rise in employment; speed-up and
rationalization rise as inevitable
obstacles to even a slight degree
of reemployment. Finally, it is
now clear that whatever formal
rise in buying power may come
from the minimum wage regula-
tions, and that will be meager
enough at best, considering the
starvation wage levels in the “modi-
fied” blanket codes, will be com-
pletely swallowed up in the sky-
rocketing of prices. Sober realism
compels us to insist that no sub-
stantial reemployment or increase
in buying power, and therefore no
substantial recovery, is likely to
emerge from the operations of the
Recovery Act.

* * *

A Threat To Labor

But if the N. I. R. A. doss not
promise much in the way of recov-
ery, it does not hold out some very
definite and increasingly serious

Ask for Aid to |
| Nazi Victims

The press release below was sent
to the “Workers Age” and other
papers by the International Relief
Association, with an accompany-
ing letter by William Pickens, well
known Negro leader.

* x %

A vigorous appeal for the relief
of the victims of Hitlerism in Ger-
many was made last week by the
American Committee of the Inter-
national Relief Association, a
worid-¢twide organization founded
by Albert Einstein and others,
with headquarters in France. The
American Committee is headed by
Amos R. E. Pinchot, chairman,
Freda Kirchwey, treasurer, and
Sterling D. Spero, secretary. un
it are many well-known educators,
scientists, artists, and public fig-
ures generally, including Franz
Boas, Paul E. Brissenden, George
S. Counts, John Dewey, and Wes-
ley C. Mitchell of Columbia Uni-
versity; Emmett E. Dorsey and
Abram L. Harris of Howard Uni-
versity; Jerome Davis of Yale Uni-
versity; Rev. John Haynes Holmes
of the Community Church, New
York; William Pickens of the N.
A AC.P.; Ira De A Reid of the
National Urban League; Rev. Wil-
liam Lloyd Imes of the St. James
Presbyterian Church of New York;
Rev. A. Clayton Powell, Jr., of
the Abyssinian Baptist Church,
New York; and many others.

The appeal describes the suffer-
ings of millions of people under
the new regime in Germany and
the persecution of the Jews, the la-
bor elements, and independent and
liberal thinkers. It urges that all
contributions for the relief of the
many thousands of victims of
German Fascism—for the wives
and children of those imprisoned
and of those hiding within Ger-
many, and for the thousands of re-
fugees who have no means of sup-
port be sent to Freda Kirchwey,
Treasurer, American Committee
of the International Relief Asso-
ciation, Room 376, 11 West 42nd
Street, New York City.

The International Relief Asso-
ciation makes a special appeal to
the Negro people of this country.
“More than any other section of
our population”, the statement
runs, ‘“colored Americans should
be moved to action by what is hap-
pening in Germany today. The
colored people of the United States
appreciate only too well the cruel-

ty of a system based on racial op-
pression and are surely ready to

extend the helping hand of soli-
darity to the victims of such a sys-

(Continued on Page T)

threats to the organized labor
movement. It is well for the work-
ers to realize clearly and without
illusions exactly what they are fac-
ing and prepare against it.
1. The N.LR.A. elevates clas
collaboration into a fundamental
governmental policy. “It is here-
by declared to be the policy of
Congress,” we read in Article 1 of
the Act, “to induce and to main-
tain united action of labor and
management under adequate gov-
ernmental sanctions and super-
vision.” Those who are the least
bit acquainted with the havoc
wrought in the labor movement by
class collaboration in the last ten
years, can imagine the conse-
quences of the new nation-wide
system of “worker-management co-
operation”, enforced and controlled
by the Federal government. .
2 How many times has Gen. John-
son repeated that the NRA “does
not intend to organize either in-
dustry or labor”? But this is an
obvious fraud! The N.LR.A. auto-
matically organizes the employers,
since, for the Act to begn operat-
ing in each field, it is necessary
for the employers in that field, or
at least the most decisive sec-
tions of employers, to get togeth-
er in a trade conference, to form
a trade association, to elect trade
boards and so on. The power of
capital is immensely strengthened
and the relative power of organiz-
ed labor greatly weakened. It is
significant also that in these large
nation-wide associations of employ-
ers, the open-shop elements have
the decisive infTuence, since they
usually represent the bigger and
stronger sections of the trade (bi-
tuminous coal, printing).

2. But is not labor’s ‘*right of
collective bargaining”, of union or-

deed, the N.L.R.A. gives to labor
the bare, verbal right of collective
bargaining. But what is this right
worth? “The act”, the legal re-
port of the Employers Associa-
tion of Chicago is not slow to re-
cognize, “sets up no right that la-
bor has not heretofore enjoyed.”
As G. H. Bugniazet, secretary of
the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers, has been
taught by bitter experience, ‘“the
sections of the code dealing with
labor and made mandatory by the
law for every code . . . (are) so
much deadwood, cumbering up the
legal landscape.”

Not only has General Johnson
repeatedly disavowed any inten-
tion of letting the N. I. R. A. be
“used for the unionization of any
industry”, but Donald B. R’'chberg,
general counsel of the NRA, has
even made an appeal against any
organization work being undertak-
en before codes are adopted—at
the same time, notice, that the em-
ployers are being automatically or-
ganized!

What this much-vaunted right of
“collective bargaining” as guaran-
teed in the N.L.R.A. is, is being de-
monstrated today cn the coal fields,
the steel mills and in the textile
factories. It is becoming evident
that the “right” is a delusion and
a snare without the power and in
strengthening the power of their
organizations the workers run di-
rectly counter to the NRA.

* * *

Undermining The Unions

4. The gravest menace to union-
ism, however, lies in the fact that,
by taking over full control of
wages and hours, the NRA is sys-
tematically undermining the very
existence of unionism thru at-
tempting to deprive it of its proper
functions. If workers cannot look
to their unions to fight for them
to settle hours and wages, if the

ganization, guaranteed? Yes, in-

(Continued an Page 4)

by B.

Paterson, New Jersey.

The decision of the executive
board of the Associated Silk Work-
ers, affiliated with the United Tex-
tile Workers Union of the A.F. of
L., to call a general strike in the
trade is meeting with the hearty
support of the workers. On Au-
gust 6, a membership meeting of
the union was held here, which
supported the decision for a strike,
empowering the strike committee
to call a walk-out on the first day
of the code hearings and, if the
latter were delayed unnecessarily,
to advance the date of the strike.
In the meantime the union is going
ahead, strengthening its organiza-
tion and preparing for the strug-
gle, especially in the Paterson and
Allentown areas. A conference
will be sought with the manufac-
turers to establish a general wage
scale in the industry.

The sentiment for the strike is
the resuit of the intolerable condi-
tions under which the silk workers
have to labor, especially the in-
humanly long hours and low
wages. The workers in Paterson
have been working 12, 14 and 16
hours daily for wages ranging
from $10 to $20 a week, as far as
the bulk of the workers are con-
cerned. In many shops the work-
ers are already demanding increas-
es and better conditions of work
and are forcing the employers to
grant their demands or make im-
portant concessions. Shop after
shop is tying up with the union.
Two weeks ago there was a suc-
cessful strike of 2,500 ribbon silk
workers, which resulted in the
workers gaining and increase in
wages of approximately 409%.
Thousands of workers have joined
the union in the past month and
the older members are showing
renewed activity. Most of the few
workers of the National Textile
Workers Union, the T.U.U.L. union,
have since joined the Associated.
In fact the National is practically
non-existent and is no factor in
the situation.

The workers are demanding that
the bosses live up to the conditions

tem in Germany!”

set down in the blanket code of the

Silk Workers Prepare Strike

NRA. The employers, in reducing
hours, are cutting wages to the
same extent but this 1s meeting
with the resistance of the workers.
At present the ranks of the man-
ufacturers are rather evenly divid-
ed, the Southern manufacturers
proposing a $13 weekly minimum,
while the Northern manufacturers,
in order to place themselves in a
better competitive position, have
came out for an $18 minimum. Of
course the workers can expect only
united resistance of the manufac-
turers to their demands for union
recognition and decent conditions
of work.

In order to prepare for the strike
and to wage it is an effective and
militant fashion, Eli Keller, well-
known textile leader in the Passaic
New Bedford and former Paterson
struggles, has been asked by the
union to become organizer.

A successful strike can be waged
only if it is well prepared and not
rushed thru, as was the case only
recently. The strike must be ex-
tended to the Allentown area as
well. The progressive and militant
elements of the union must be con-
solidated into a force that will give
real vigor and consciousness to thg
struggle. Mass picketing must be
established. The entire union mem-
bership must be involved in strike
activity. All sections of the labor
movement must be drawn into co-
operation. If this is done the silk
workers have the opportunity not
only of winning better conditions
but of building up a strong union
as well.

TWO LYNCHED IN ALABAMA
(Continued from Page 1)
diately issued a declaration charg-
ing the I. L. D. with responsibili-
ty for the murder on the ground

that it “stirred up feeling”!

. This savage piece of white rul-
ing class “justice” takes place pre-
cisely at the time when we are
being comforted on all sides that
lynchings are rapidly declining to
the point of extinction. It brings
out with the greatest force the
fqndamental truth that lynching
will never be ‘eradicated until the
system that breeds it is demolish-
ed, the system of exploitation,
slavery and race prejudice!
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“The Revolution Is Already Over!”

Berlin, Germany.

When the Nazis were faced with
the probiem of preparing propa-
gandistically the elimination of
the German Nationalist Yarty,
they spread everywhere stories of
what a reactionary capitalist Hug-
enberg was and how he was hinc-
ering the carrying outv of the *“‘so-
cialism” of ihe Hitlerite brand.
T'his deception was not only efiec-
tive with broad sections ot the foi-
lowers of the Nazis but many non-
Fascists at home and abroad realiy
believed that, after the fall of
Hugenberg, the pressure or the
masses would force Hitler to take
“some steps’” against capital.

»> & »

Fascism And Capital

It would not be very difficult
to show how dangerous were these
illusions and how dangerous they
st.dl remain. Yrecisely now, atter
the fall of Hugenberg, it is be-
coming clear that the fascist dic-
tatorship has not the least idea
of taking any “steps’ agains{ capi-
talism, ir only the slightest. It is

SHOE WORKERS ON
STRIKE IN BOSTON

(Coniinwed JTom FPuge 1)

Board of Arbitration will estab-
lish a fixed wage scaie. Tomorruw,
local meetings wilt be heid at
which 1t 1s expected the member-
ship will accepc the agreemenc.

* * *
Boston, Mass.

Approximately 16,000 members
of the Nationai Shoe Workers As-
sociation have declared a general
strike against the shoe munurac-
turers. The strike tes up com-
pletely the shoe factories in Bos-
ton, Chelsea and Lynn, Mass.

Two weeks prior to the expira-
tion of the agreement, represcnta-
ttves of the union and of vhe man-
ufacturers association got together
to negotiate tor higher wages. INo
agree.ent couid be reacned and a
“holiday” was declared. The man-
uraciurers demanded that the work-
ers remain at work on the basis
of the oid prices until August 15,
negotiations to contuinue during the
period. Ar1ter an agreement wouid
pe reached, they said, the rates
would be retroactive from Au-
gust 1.

already obvious that, on the econ-
omic field, it is doing nothing but
what the most reactionary spokes-
men of monopoly capital demand.

Let us consider some facts. Hug-
enberg was replaced as Reich Min-
ister of Economics by Schmitt, di-
rector of the insurance firm “Al-
lianz”. Schmitt is an ‘even more
outspoken representative of trust
capital than Hugenberg. The dif-
ference between Hugenberg and
Schmitt consists in the fact that
the former represents not only the
economic interests of big ecapital
and the Junkers but also theis de-
mand for direct political domina-
tion. Schmitt, on the o her hand,
represents the tendency of big
capital, that has become dc¢minant
today, to bow before the political
monopoly of the Fascist party, to
support it in order to make the
Nazi dictatorship the instru-
ment in the consolidation and ex-
tension of the social rule of big
capital, in the exesution of the

ployers.

As soon as Hugenberg was elim-
inated and the “socialist” dema-
gogy of the Nazis had achieved :t3
aim, its entire apparaius was di-
rected to suppress those who re-
tained the slightest idea of plac-

by A. P.

property and the private initiative
of the capitalists. . Hitler and
Schmitt made speeches in which
the “industrial leaders”, that is,
the capitalists, were assured the
greatest “freedom of business”, of
exploitation. The Nazi commis-
sioner who, in the early days of
the “national upsurge” had raised
h.mself to the very highest
seat of monopoly capital, the
Reich League of German In-
dustry, took to flight and is
rumored to be in prison. The
“reconstruction of professional es-
tates” in economic life is postponed
for the future, until the capitalists
are convinced that in the “corpora-
tive state” employers organizations
will be absolute master!

Most clearly of all the new

economic aims of the capilalist em-
mation of compulsory cartels is

decrees of the Fascist dic-
tatorship show the course it
is following. For industry the for-

prescribed. This means that the
Fascist state is using its power to

mulate the centralization' and
concentration of capital in order to
facilitate and complete the rule
of monopoly capital over economic

A New Stage in German Fascism

life. The trust lords are to receive
increased official support. The
small producers, who have followed

ing a barrier in the way of private the Nazis so blindly, are to be sur-

rendered to the mercies of big capi-
tal, in spite of all promises. Even
in public contracts the small pro-
ducers are not to be favored

- * *

Economics And Politics

The rec»nt events and laws on
the field of economic policy of the
Fascist dictatorship are very in-
structive. They show that the Fas-
cist apparatus of power, this
mighty and unscrupulous organ of
the bourgeois state, is an instru-
ment of the rule of capital, okteys
the dictates of capitalist interests
economically, but shows its fist to
the masses of the workers and
petty bourgeois, who expect it to
take a stand against capitalism.
On the economic field the omni-
potence of Fascism means the sup-
pression of those who want to re-
strain the ‘free initiative” of the
big capitalists, provided only that
the capitalist class is ready to hand
over direct political rule to the
Nazis.,

The workers must rid themselves
of the idea that the masses follow-
ing the Nazis today will take spon-

Unionism Faces A Great Test!

(Continued ,rom Page 1)

President can by his own decree,
arbitrarily determine everything,
do and undo anything, then what
are unions for? There is already
talk in NRA circles to the effect
that the “old kind of unions” (i.e.,
class unions against the employ-
ers) are “no longer needed”! “The
very nature of the codes,” writes
R. L. Duffus in the *‘New York
Times” of Sunday, August 6, 1933,
“must tend to change the policies
and attitures of labor unious. The
object is not to set up hostile or-
ganizations of labor and employers
which will arrive at decisions by
trial -of strength but to introduce
the element of peaceful coopera-

The shoe workers, remambering

their bicter experiences with pre-!

vious dealings with the bosses, re-
fused to accept the offer. At a
meeting of ail joint councils of
Boston, Chelsea and Lynn au
agreed to demand a 20 per cent.
tlat increase in prices (wages) un-
til August 15, when all wages
would be adjusted. The manutac-
turers refused this demand. There-
upon the “holiday” was called off
and a general strike declared.

The shoe workers responded as
one man to the general sirike call
of the union. The shops are clos-
ed and not a wheel is turning. The
general strike committee has al-
ready completed and put Into et-
fect an efficient strike machinery.
The strike has become so effective
that the manufacturers, who had
threatened not to deal with the
union until the workers had re-
turned to work, are already nego-
tiating. But the shoe warkers will
not be fooled by the fact that re-
gotiations are going on. They will
continue picketing until all wage
rates have been adjusted favorably
to all crafts and an agreement
signed.

In the negotiations the strategy
of the manufacturers has been to
create dissension among the work-
ers by trying to stir up fights
among the crafts. By granting a
slight increase in wage rates to
one craft and imposing a cut on
another and refusing to grant an
increase to still another craft, they
at first did bring about some con-
fusion but the union has succeeded
in clearing up the situation. The
manouvers of the bosses have been
exposed as cheap trickery and to-
day the entire membership stands
behind the union.

Only victory can result from the

strike!

tion.” Mr. Duffus even expresses
doubt whether the A. F. of L.
which is, after all. a workers or-
ganization, will be able to meas-
ure up to this “noble task”; per-
haps it may have to be replaced
by a “new type of unions”—com-
pany unions of one sort or an-
other.

The ILL.G.W.U. enthusiastically
approves a code in the cloak
trade which gives the President
(the NRA) the full power to can-
cel or modify at any time any pro-
vision of the code or of any subse-
quent collective agreement. The
Progressive Miners of America (Il-
linois bituminous field) propose a
code which declares that all col-
lective agreements shall hold good
“unless modified by further order
of the President of the United
States” (“The Progressive Miner,”
June 23, 1933)! What remains of a
unior under such conditions?

b. The whole extent of the threat
to unionism is emphasized in ihe
most spectacular form in the open-
ly avowed policy of the NRA to
suppress strikes and industrial
conflicts as part of the administra-
tion of the Recovery Act. Even
beiore the establishment of the
National Labor Board ihe
course of the N R A was clear
enough. “Manifestly the purpose of
the Act is to create and preserve
harmonious relationships and to
prevent industrial strife and class
conflicts”,  announced General
Johnson on July 7 (“New York
Times”, July 8, 1933). In Pa.er-
son, John A. Moffitt, represeata-
tive of the United States Depart-
ment of Labor, “indicated that .if
the strike were continued the gov-
ernment would give the textile
company whatever assistance and
protect.lon was necessary to permit
reopening the plant with new help”
(“New York Times,” July 30,

1933.)

by Will Herberg

Then we had the Pennsylvania
experience where the movement of
the miners for unionization, ap-
parently. “guaranteed” by the Act,
was deliberately suppressed by the
NRA authorities, this time in col-
laboration with the union officials.
The culmination came with the set-
ting up of the National Labor
Board, a commission of seven,
headed by Senator Wagner and
dominated by members of notor-
ious open-shop and company union
concerns, entrusted with the task
of preventing and “settling” all
strikes and labor struggles. On

this board are to be found Wil-"

liam Green and John L. Lewis!

The restriction of the right to
strike is a bad blow at the labor
movement. With this right gone,
labor is completely helpless, at
the mercy of the employers! But
such is the inherent logic of the
N.L.R.A.!

* * *

Open Shop Ana Company Union

6.. The N.I.LR.A. makes the union
shop (closed shop) mpossible and
illegal. The open shop becomes
universal. “As I understand it,”
General Johnson is reported as
saying (“New York Times,” July
30, 1933), “the open shop is a
place where any man who is com-
petent and whose services are de-
sired will be employed, regardless
of whether or not he belongs to a
union. That is exactly what the
law says. The statute cannot be
qualified. The law clearly states
that there shall not be any re-
quirement as to whether or not a
man belongs to a union. Is any-
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LABOR MOVEMENT AND RECOVERY ACT

thing clearer than that needed?”
No; nothing clearer is needed!
The union shop, wherever is has
some slight foothold today, is fac-
ing extinction and it is not neces-
sary to emphasize what the wip-
ing out of the union shop means for
the labor movement.

7. In the same way and in spite
of the “labor clause”, the N.LR.A.
really strengthens the position of
company unionism where it now
exists and even encourages its
spread. “There is nothing in the
law,” deciares the “New York
Times” (July 21, 1933), ccomment-
ing on the interpretation of the
NRA, “that prevents employees
from choosing to be represented
by a company union nor does the
law make it mandatory for em-
ployers to accept the national
union” (the genuine union). Once
the company union is recognized
as a legitimate form of unionism,
as a legitimate agency of collec-
tive bargaining, the campaign
against it is more than crippled.
Nearly two million workers are al-
ready to be found in company

taneously and oy themselves the
road to decisive struggle against
capital. It is true that disi:lusion
and unrest are spreading among
certain sections of the people; but
these forces can only have their
effect against Hitler and trust
capital if they rise to the level
of independent revolutionary ac-
tivity along the lines of the work-
ing class.

cally all parts of the country. The
prowraction of the crisis invo the
fifcth year, the advent or a per-
1od of upturn, marked by a con-
siderable increase 1n production
but by hardiy any appreciable rise
in employment or wages, were of
course the bas.c fac.wors making
for the spurt in the sirike curve;
nevertheless, the widespread 1eel-
ing that unionism, strikes and col-
lective bargaining were “legal”,
were *“‘guaranteed”’ by the N.LK.A.,
had its undeniabie eriecc. Dismay-
ed by these unexpected repercus-
sions of the Recovery Act, the
NRA is now trying to counteract
this sentiment and to suppress the
strike orgamization wave; such is
the meaning of the Nauonal La-
bor Board. But a movement of
such a character cannot be wiped
out in a day, not even by General
Johnson!

What is the duty of the organ-
ized labor movement in this situa-
tion! First, no iliusions! Face
the facts! The N.L.R.A. presents
a grave menace to labor unless the
workers realize what is ahead.

. Secondly, the unions must take ad-

vantage of the present period,
when thing are not yet “‘stab.lized ’,
when labor still has more or less of
a free hand, to drive ahead with a
large-scale, nation-wide campaign
of organization. Save and spread
unionism!—more than ever must
this be the slogan today.
Thirdly, it is the most element-
ary duty of labor organizations to
refuse in the most positive terms
to participate in the various
“mixed” administrative and advis-
ory bodies of the NRA, set up un-
der the various codes. ‘These
boards and committees are not, as
they are alleged to be, joint com-
mittees of adjustment between the
gmployers and the unions, they are,
In. strict fact, administrative com-
mittees for the industry, of much

committees of trade associations
apgi expployers organizations. Par-
ticipation in such bodies would be
a gross surrender of the interests
of the workers and a costly blow
at the unions. The representa-
tives of labor would at best be
hostages in the camp of the enemy,
a screen to hide and to sanction
the offensive of capital against la-
bor. The business of union leaders
is not to help the capitalists to car-
'ry their plans but to defend the in-

unions today and the spread of:terests of labor against capital

these organizations is proceeding
apace, under the protection of the
NRA. The steel ccde will yet teach:
a valuable lesson to the workers
as to the operations of the N.LLR.A.

8. How is the N.I.LR.A. being ad-
ministered? With the impartialfty
of which General Johnson “Bar-
ney Baruch’s boy”, always boasts?
Let G. H. Bugniazet, secretary of
the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers, testify (“New
York Times”, July 28, 1933):
“The rules imposed by William I.
Allen, deputy administrator,
greatly favored the employers and
handicapped labor . . . When labor
made a point against the code, it
was glided over by the deputy ad-
ministrator and thereafter every
question asked by the deputy ad-
ministrator was designed to bring
out a rebuttal answer from the em-
ployers.” Even Mr. Green has ex-
pressed his dissatisfaction with the
administration of the Recovery
Act, in timid terms it is true but
repeatedly nevertheless.

x %X %X

The N.LR.A. And The Strike Wave

It requires no very great insight
to appreciate the vast significance
of the National Industrial Recov-
ery Act for the labor movemert.
Paradoxically enough, the first and
certginly the most spectacular
manifestation of the N.I.R.A. has

at all points. The representatives
of labor have no more place in the
“mixed” boards than they have in
the Chamber of Commerce or than
Matthew Woll has in the National
Civic Federation.

While keeping their hands clean
of all cooperation with the employ-
ing class, the unions must not,
however, simply ignore the facts
of the case. The Recovery Act
boards will legislate on matters of
the most vital concern to the work-
ers and it is clearly the business
of the unions to present Lo these
boards just as they present to em-
p}oyers, and employers organiza-
tlong, sets of demands expressing
the interests of the workers. But
these demands will have power
and effectiveness behind them only
if the unions succeed in maintain-
ing their class independence, only
if the unions strengthen themselves
organizationally and build up mili-
tancy and fighting spirit, only if
the unions save themselves from
the attempt made upon their very
existence by the National Indus-
trial Recovery Act.

The whole labor movement in
this country, weak, demoralized,
d1v1d§ed as it is, faces a grave men-
ace in the immediate future, the
complete loss of its class independ-
ence as a workers movement. To-
day, as never before, is the strug-
gle for the class independence of

been its influence in helping un-
leash a wave of strikes and labor
organization campaigns in practi-

the American labor movement the
most fundamental task facing the
militant workers in this country!

the same character as executive .
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The Economics of the “New Deal”

The “New Deal” and the Workers

We are continuing below the
series of article by Jay Lovestone
on “The ‘New Deat’ and the Work-
ers.”—Editor.

* ¥ *

In fine, the Industrial Recovery
Act is so crude and obvious a
measure in behalf of the biggest
among the big business interests
that not a single one of even the
so-caiied progressive Republican,
Democratic and Farmer-Labor
Senators, representing the trod-
den-upon and muddled middle
ciass, voted for it in the upper

house.
- * *

Subsidies And Subventions

2. Subsidies, subventions, and
partnership: For this kind of eco-
nomics the Germans have a word.
‘vhey call 1t Liebesgabenwirtschaft,
a word as meaningful and pront-
able for the big capitalists as it is
long. In business mnglish it could
be translated as the economy of
handing out gitts for the sake of
love. this pol.cy of the ‘*‘New
Dealer” is rerlected in his entire
legisiative program. ‘the *‘Maga-
zine of Wall Street,” for ins.ance,
tells us very innocently that “the
investor begins to suspect that the
law, if it works as planned, should
be beneficial to the various dairy
products inaustries, such as butter,
cheese, condensad milk, powdered
milk. . . ‘Lhe securities of corpora-
tions making these products snould
derive some suppoct irom the effects
of the act . . . Not only wiil all
these processing industries have
their vwn trade boards in response
to the requirements of cooperation
but they will have protective agree-
ments with the government. Final-
ly, it must not be overlooked that
the agriculturally derived indus-
tries have all the rights and privi-
leges that the business recovery
act generally accords to business
groups, associations and agree-
ments. . . . Positive benefits tfrom
the Farm Relief Act seem certain
for industries catering to the farm
trade.”

The industries that will gain
soonest and most from the partner-
ship policies of the “New Deal”
are: “(1). Those now well organ-
ized into national associations,
such as steel, oil, textile; (2) those
in which by reason of their smali
number of members and the pres-
ent existence of a broad coopera-
tive spirit, specific trade agree-
ments are susceptible of prompt
achievement; (3) low-price raw
materials.” (“Magazine of Walil
Street,” May 27, 1933). On this
basis, the industries which will
greatly benefit from this legisla-
tion are: petroleum, cement, steel,
lumber and the construction indus-
tries thru the public works provi-
sions of the Recovery Act. The
same organ informs us that:
“The securities of all the sound
petroleum and petroleum-based
corporations should stand to ben-
efit from the new intrusion of gov-
ernment into business.” Comment-
ing on other features of the Re
covery Bill it goes on to say: “They
are an articulated part of the gen-
eral program of giving business
such a push that it will thereafter
supply its own power . . . There
will be a favorable psychological
response thruout industry and
trade to the new governmental con-
ception of successful industry as
a thing to be encouraged by thg
government instead of persecuted.

3. Reduction of production:
The Farm Bill stresses the neces-
sity of cutting acreage, partlcular-
ly in cotton and wheat in order to
reduce the production of these
commodities. A primary objective
of the Industrial Recovery Act is
to mobilize all of the government’s
forces and resources, thru puni-
tive as well as profit-stimulating
efforts to enable the giant corpora-
tions to reduce production—if nec-
essary by putting out of the way
the recalcitrant, petty individual
capitalist who may strive to cash
in big on the basis of exploiting
some momentary situation or local
need. Reduction of production, al-
ready down to disastrous levels, is
a keystone of Roosevelt’s rehabil-
jtation program.

* * *

Price Manipulation

4. Manipulation of prices: It is
cardinal with the “New Deal” econ-
omists that prices can and must

pe so mampwiaied as to make them
nigaer auv uome inan ap:soad, hgn-
er ul e home MarkKet thaa 1N oie
wor.d markec. Hence the govern-
mei's Cusrency, gold Suaadard,
and infiadon puiicics. The Kwoose-
veil admiiusilalion Proposces tv do
WIS et speciat poWero aceocrdea
to the 0.g Lrade assuClailons Wisuer
Jhe Kecovery Aci. Bes.uc., the teg-
tsladlon aealillg wiun TtThce cusrency
criS1s empouwers e goverlmeu.
not merely to raise prices thru the
cnreacs o. intlacion buc, 1I neces-
-ary, shoot themn skyward thru
mass inflation.

5. A me.s:aanic conception of
hign prices: “INew Deal” econum-
.5 are rooted in the notion that
nigh prices 1 themselves are an
absoluve benerit to the existing
economic order. This theory 1s
foundea on the belief that it prices
were raived manutacturers wouid
resume product.on ana that then
this resumption would develop a
sort of prosperity contagion, ihat
reemployment would rep.ace unem-
pioymeut. The “New Deai” econo-
mists reason something like this:
an increase of demand means an
increase or price, hence, the con-
verse is true: an increase in price
will earn an increase in demand.

On the basis of this doctrine of

by Jay Lovestone

the stimulation and maintenance
or high prices it wili be impos-
sible 1or che Roosevell goverumenc
to permit a substanua. infiow of
foreign goods. A cut 1n the Amer-
1can taritt scheduies would oniy
serve to enhauce the competitive
power of fureign manuiacturers
thru a cheapening of their pro-
ducts, and then thru a lowering of
the prices of the Amer.can com-
modities battling to hold their own
in competition with the importea
goods.

6. Artificial expansion of money
and credit: The “Brain Trust”’
has decreed that the purchasing
power of the country can be en-
hanced, that the total production
can be increased thru the govern-
ment expanding the volume £ cur-
rency and enlarging the availablc
credit supply. This is the essence
of inflation. Fundamentally, in its
objective consequences for the
great inass of the middle class and
the working people, inflation is
but deflation in the reverse, real-
ly d~flation of the purchasing pow-
er of toilers and middle class folk.

7. Mass construction of public!
works: The “New Dealer” hopes to -

hoist the fallen giant of big busi-
ness out of the ditch thru the gov-
ernment’s expenditure of severa!
billions of dotlars on the construc-
tion of public works. The larg-
est single item of the funas appro-
priated for public works is the
puirding of war ships costing weli
over a quarter of a billion dollars.
The example of the government en-
gaging in such expansion, it is
hoped, will serve to inspire confi-
dence in private employers and en-
courage them to do likewise and
to expand their plants and factor-
ies. Besides, it is hoped that the
amount, approximately three bil-
lion dollars, thus spent by the Ad-
ministration, will add to the total
purchas:ng power of the country
and in this fashion set in motion
the wheels of production in sundry
industries, which in turn will fur-
ther increase the purchasing pow-
er and insure revival and recovery.

8. Planning: It is the proud boast
of the “New Dealer” and his
skilled and semi-skilled socio-
cesnonlic ergineers that the chang-
es which they are bringing about
in the economic structure of the
country will insure sufficient plan-
fulness in American capitalism
without the loss of profits, as un-
der the socialist soviet system. In

For Trade Union Unity And Militancy!

WHAT HAPPENED TO LL.G.W.U. IN MONTREAL?

Montreal, Canada.
What happened to the Interna-
tional [.adics Garment Workers
Jnion in Montreal?

It must be stated right from the
outset tnhat, tho tihe international
Ladies Garment Workers Union 1s
still keeping up an otnce in the city
of Montreal, the cloakmakers have
no union to protect them against
the bosses. The employers are free
to do whatever they want to. Lhe
cloakmakers are helpless because
they are not united in a union able
to defend the conditions they have
and, if possible, get better ones
for them.

* * %*
What Has Happened To 'The
International

But why haven’t the cloakmak-
ers a union® What has happened
to the International? What has
happened to the strike that the In-
ternational called in the middle of
February? To give an answer to
the above questions we must ac-
quaint ourselves with the history
of the Iuternational in Montreal
for the last six or seven months.

Two or three months before the
strike was called, the I.L.G.W.U.
of Montreal, under the leadership
of I. Fineberg, vice-president oi
the International and manager of
the Montreal Joint Board, initiated
a campaign against every progres-
sive and left winger in the uniomn.
This was, 1 presume, a part of the
“preparations” for the general
strike. 'This campaign was quite
a success- Thru manipulated elec-
tions Fincberg succeeded in remov-
ing every progressive worker from
every executive and joint board.

After this job was done Fineberg
and his newly elected officers be-
gan negotiations with the manufac-
turers for the renewal of the old
agreement. But the union leaders
did not mean this step seriously
and the manufacturers knew this
weli enough. Nothing at all was
done to prepare the strike. No
move was made to unite all the
forces in the union for the strike.
But, becavse the cloak manufac-
turers ignored the union, Fineberg
was forced to take up the challenge
and this is how the strike camc
about.

And so the general strike was
called on February 16, 1933. Out
of about 1400 cloakmakers onlv
about 600 answered the strike call
and, out of the 600, 200 were un-
empioved. Most of the workers
that ~vent out on strike were work-
ing in small shops; the workers in
the big shops remained on their
jobs. And, tho the response to

strike was a poor cone, the workers

by D. Breslow

that did go down were enthusiastic
about the strike; they really meant
to fight to improve their condi-
tions. They were on the picket
line, they attended mass meetings
and they did all they coutd to make
the strike a success. It is worth
while mentioning that the progres-
sives, tho they were mistreated and
standered by the leadership before
the strike, proved again their loy-
alty to the workers by participating
actively in the strike and they were
on the watch as to the agreements
that would be made.

So much must be stated in favor
of the International that during
the strike the progressives were
given an opportunity to be active
and to help in the work of the
strike which was led democratical-
ly. The strike lasted for about
ten days.

The gains of the strike wcre
small About 40% of the workers
got increases from 5% to 10% in
their wages and that’s all. None
of the unorganized shops were or-
ganized during the strike; on the
contrary, some of the union shops
were lost during the strike. And
so we see that, after the strike,
great demoralization infected the
ranks of the workers. This was
quite natural when we take into
consideration that the strike was
not prepared, that no organiza-
tional work had been done to or-
ganize the unorganized shops, that
that the leadership was not sericus
in regard to the strike, that the
majority of cloakmakers did not
respond to the strike call, that the
big shops remained working and
that the International leadership
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from New York did not do any-
thing to help in the strike- Oniy
a few hundred dollars were sent
for the general strike in Montreal
and neitner the president nor any
of the vice-presidents considered it
necessary to come down to Mon-
treal and address the strikers. Is
it a wonder then that the union
appartus was shattered right after
the strike? Is it a wonder when
the bosses who did settle with the
union and gave raises to workers,
took back more I‘har*l they gave?
*

The Stiaution Today

What is the situation now? The
¢ituation now is a tragic one. The
bosses are iree to do whatever they
please; the union is smashed to
picces; only an office is kept up
by a group of workers. Fineberg
left the union and does not care
anv more what will happen to the
Montreal cloakmakers. (It is high
time for the cloakmakers of the
United States, especially of New
York, to call Fineberg to respons-
ibility and to ask him for an ac-
count of his deeds in Montreal).
The ultra-left sectarians seem to
be quite satisfied with the present
situation. When the International
was on the eve of the strike, the
self-styled “Lefts” played around
with united front conference and
brought in more confusion among
the cloakmakers. During and
after the strike they were com-
pletely passive. )

There are in the International in-
dividuals who are honest left wing-
ers, progressives, who would be
able to give leadership to the
cloakmakers to get out of the pres-
ent difficult situation. But it seems
that these individuals are afraid of
a ficht on two fronts, against the
International burocracy and against
the sectarian phrase-mongerers.

The cloakmakers must utilize
the coming Fall season for a wide
campaign to organize the cloak-
makers into the union, to strength-
en the union and to prepare for a
genuine, general strike for condi-
{ions when the Spring season will
come. The cloakmakers of New
York must sce to it that the In-
ternational should do everything
in its power to help the Montreal
cloakmakers to get out of the pres-
sent chaotic situation.
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fact, Moley, Berle and the lesser
lights and lobes of the “Brain
Trust”, have flashed the continent
a guarantee that the profit system
will be secure and that profits
will rise under Roosevelt’s planned
economy.

9. State capitalism: What we
are now witnessing in America is
a gigantic growth of state capi-
talism. In the depths of the crisis
and the ensuing despair the once
proud, rugged American big busi-
ness have begun to fear that, in
the interest of the capitalist sys-
tem as such, it has become neces-
sary for them to aliow themselves
to be reguiated by the government
which they have set up and own.
More than that. Compelled by the
terrific force of constantly piling
up circumstances, such as mount-
ing bankruptcies and a repeated
decline in the volume as well as
rate of profit, many of the big
bourgeoisie are prepared to wel-
come the government, not only as
a business regulator but even as
a business man, At the rate the
“New Deal” is prcezeding in its
extension of state capitalist enter-
prises the United States will
achieve in a few months what it
tock some European -capitalist
countries many years!

10. Perpetration of capitalism as
a system: The Alpha and Omega
of “New Deal” economics we fiud
in its persistent, systematic effort
to maintain and perpetuate the
capitalist system, the system of
the private (capitalist) ownership
of the means of prcduction and ex-
chage socially used. The new Se-
curities Act, the latest banking
legislation, all talk of planned
economy, the entrance of the gov-
ernment into business are all, like
the roads of the past, leading to
the Rome of today—energetic ef-
forts to perpetuate the capitalist
hold on industry and the mainten-
ance of power by the big bour-
geoisie in the United States. The
liberal phrases, the progressive
noise, the whin‘ng for the public
weal, the “mathematical” formu-
las from the Columbia laboratories
are only that much drapery cover-
ing the real “New Deal”—the con-
scious vigorous attempt .of Amer-
ican big business, not merely to
hold its own but to stage a come-
back that will enable it to leap
forward. These are the economic
aspirations. hones and illusions of
the “New Deal.”

(Continued in the mext issue)

A FEW FRANK WORDS
ARE WELCOME!

In the July 1933 issue of “Soviet
Russia Today”, the official organ
of the Friends of the Soviet Union,
there is an article dealing with the
coming national convention of the
F. S. U. (October 21 and 22, 1933).

“Despite these activities and
the tremendous sympathetic in-
terest found among all elements
of the population,” the article
runs, “the F. S. U. has made
little organizational progress.
This failure is largely due to
the lack of clarity among the
membership as to the aims and
tasks of the organization and
the fact that, on the whole, the
membership is limited to the
more revolutionary workers. As
a matter of fact the F. S. U.
acquired the reputation of being
a branch of the Communist
Party. Moreover, the F. S. U.
participated in all struggles and
campaigns of friendly organiza-
tions in such a way as to con-
fuse its own aims and tasks and
its independent character. Since
last Fall . . . an earnest effort
has been made to clarify the
aims of our organization and
to establish definitely its non-
party character. . ..”

This analysis, except for the dis-
honest shifting of the blame for
‘“unclarity” upon the membership,

|is perfectly valid and we earnest-

\ly ’gope that future practise will
conform with present self-criti-
cism.

. But what we would like to know
is: Why are you a “renegade” for
warning months ahead, as did the
Communist Opposition, against a
policy which leads to such disas-

‘rous consequences?
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Party Crisis Brings Open Letter

Statement of Communist Opposition

Once again the leadership of the

Communist Party of the Um't;ed|

States has issued a public confes-
sion of its own political bankrupt-
cy: This is the real meaning of
the “Open Letter to All Party
Members”, adopted by tne “Extra-
ordinary National Conference”
?ellg in New York City on July

In the midst of the most favor-
able conditions, the leadership of
our party can report only failure,
wreck and ruin, stagnation and de-
cline, isolation and defeat! How
serious the situation really is in-
dicated by the abandonment of the
scheduled party convention and
pre-convention discussion and their
replacement by an “extraordinary
conference.” The whole state of
affairs spells the: complete col-
lapse of the sectarian policies and
the clique leadership of the party.
But it spells more than that: the
life and death fight that the party
is waging, a losing fight with the
present policies and leadership as
a millstone around its neck.

x % %
Back To The Third “Period”
Lunacy!

As a political document, the
Open Letter deserves no serious
analysis. In its general outlook, it
abandons the half and quarter
turns of the last year or two and
returns to the unadorned sectar-
ianism of 1929-1930, to the unre-
strained lunacy of the “third per-
iod” In spite of everything not
the slightest attempt is made to
criticize the policies which have
caused the party’s isolation; on the
contrary, everything is done to cov-
er them up!

What are the outstanding fea-
tures expressing the dangerous
condition of the party and its ac-
tivities, of the failure of its poli-
cies?

1. The party’s work among the
unemployed is in a position bor-
dering on paralysis. The Unem-
ployed Council, the initiator of the
fight for the jobless and at one
time in possession of a practical
monopoly in the field, has col-
lapsed, discredited and ruined bw
sectarianism and splitting tactics.
Other organizations of the unem-
ployed have grown up and have far
outstripped the Council. In a last
desperate effort to stave off com-
plete isolation from the organized
unemployed, the party has entered
into a questionable alliance with
the Muste forces, whom it at the
same time denounces precisely in
this Open Letter, as the worst men-
ace to the workers. All this can
only lead to the complete and final
elimination of the Unemployed
Council as a factor in the move-
ment of the jobless.

* X %

The “Menace” Of “Farmer-
Laborism”

2. For five years now, the pres-
ent leadership of the party has
been talking about the non-exist-
ent “radicalization” of the masses
and about the mythical “revolution-
ary upsurge”, which it brings to
the fore again in the Open Letter.
But a manifestation of real pro-
gress on the part of the masses is
not hailed by the party léhdership
but is actually branded as a “men-
ace”! The Open Letter declares:

“The radicalized workers who
had their bitter experience with
the Republicans, are now well
on the way to meeting with the
same experience from the sec-
ond traditional party of finance
capital, namely, the Democrats,
and the movements among the
workers against robber meas-
ures are bound to increase. The
poor farmers and the ruined
middle farmers who only yester-
day voted for the bourgeois par-
ties are, in fact, already taking
the path of struggle -against the
policy carried on by these par-
ties, and are constantly intensi-
fying their efforts to attain an
“independent” policy. Thus, as
a result of the development of
the ecrisis, which is characteriz-
ed not only by a rapid extension
of the labor movement but also
by a widespread movement
among the petty bourgeoisie,
we find a far-reaching mass
movement of workers, farmers
and other middle class elements

old bourgeois parties and

?gamst the government, which

is ”growing continually strong-

er.

What form is this movement as-
suming? Is it rallying around the
C. P.? No! If that were so, there
would be no Open Letter. This
movement is expressing itself in
the “efforts and tendencies in the
direction of organizing a Farmer-
Labor Party.” But this movement,
historically necessary and progres-
sive, which the party should sup-
port, promote and welcome as the
greatest aid, is declared to be a
“great menace”! The C. P.s op-
position to the Farmer-Labor
movement isolates it from an im-
portant section of forward-moving
native American workers; such an
attitude makes impossible its de-
velopment into a mass party. His-
tory is repeating itself. The same
leadership is repeating in 1933 the
mistakes it made in 1924.

3. In 1929-1930, when the Com-
munist Opposition was expelled,
the party was declared to have en-
tered a period of rapid develop-
ment. It was declared to be grow-
ing at the rate of 100 members a
day—35,000 members a year. It
'was declared to be on the eve of
becoming a mass party. It was
hailed by the Executive Commit-
tee of the Communist Internation-
al as the “fourth party in the Com-
intern”, following the Soviet
Union, Germany and China! In

contrast to these boasts, the Open
Letter paints an appalling picture
of the party’s condition; it is even
declared that the leadership is re-
sponsible for this! But this lead-
ership and its policies still remain
—to guide the party into new dis-
asters. Where are Manuilsky’s re-
marks about “generals who lose
battles”?
: * * *

Isolation From The Organized
Workers

4. In no field is the party’s iso-
lation so evident as in the trade
unions. Never, not even in the
days of its infantile ‘leftism, has
the party had so little influence in
the  conservative unicns as today.
The “revolutionzry unions”, which,
we were told, would organize the
millions of unorganized workers,
have failed completely in every
respect. But the party leaders still
adhere to the policy of building up
these dual sects, in reality minia-
ture parties. These “revolutionary
unions” have no base and cannot
grow. Only a small section of the
party membership is in them and
only the tiniest fraction is in the
conservative unions.

There is only way in which this
isolation from the organized work-
ers can be overcome: liquidate the
dual sects, send the Communists

and revolutionary workers back
into the mass unions, abandon all
splitting tactics, and begin anew

to carry on constructive revolution-
ary work in the trade unions. But
this is a course not found in the
Open Letter; in fact, the building
and the strengthening cf the dual
unions and the dual union centex
(T. U. U. L.) is emphasized in
this document.

5. But what is most amazing, is
the complete absence of any ex-
planation of the gloomy situation
in which the party finds itself to-
day. We are merely told that “in
the party, and particularly among
the leading cadres, there is a deep-
going lack of understanding. . . ”
Is this a psychological or a politi-
cal condition? Politically, a “lack
of understanding” means a fals¢
outlook, false policies, false meth-
ods. This confession can mean on-
ly one thing: It is complete self-
condemnation. At the same time,
the insincerity and evasiveness of
this piece of “gelf-criticism” is
shown in the absence of the slight-
est criticism of a single one of the
false policies of the party—of dual
unionism in the trade union fieid,
of the policy of splitting fratern-
al organizations, of opposition to
the united front, of the theory of
“social fascism”, of intolerant, ar-
rogant and dictatorial attitudes to-
wards non-Communist workers, of
unrealistic and mechanical aping
of policies and methods of the C.
P. in Germany and the Soviet
Union. These are the policies that

We publish below the resolution
of the National Committee of the
Communist Opposition on the re-
cent conference of unemployed or-
ganizations held in Columbus, O.
Lhis resolution i3 for the guidance
¢f Communist Opposition members
and followers in their work in the
unemployed movement.—Editor.

¥ % %

1, The Columbus conference of
unempioyed organizations repre-
sents an extension into the unem-
ployed field of the Communist
rarty-C.P.L.A. alliance. In this
field as in others, this al-
liance is not based on real prin-
ciple; it originates in the bank-
ruptecy of the Unemployed Council
and the desire of the party to find
a new base for its unemployed
manouvers, on the one hand, and
in the efforts of Muste (C.P.L.A.
to build himself up as a “left” fig-
ure, to secure prestige and follow-
ing among the militant sections ot
the workers, at present largely fol-
lowing the Communist PYarty.
While this alliance is being ce-
mented, the party publicly denoun-
ces the Muste group as “social fas-
cists” and the “worst enemies of
the workers.” At the same time,
moreover, this alliance runs
straight against the outlook and
desires of the vast bulk of the
membership of the Muste-control-
led Unemployed Leagues. For all
of these reasons, the alliance can-
not be durable, cannot serve the
interests of the working class and
cannot promote the unification of
the unemployed movement.

2. As distinet from this alli-
ance, the National Unemployed
League, the organization of Muste-
controlled unemployed groups es-
tablished at Columbus, represents
a substantial and very important
section of the unemployed move-
ment in this country, which can
and very likely will play an im-
portant role in the struggle of the
anemployed and in the unification
of the entire movement. By itself,
however, it does not represent the
center of the unity of the unem-
ployed and it is still largely inca-
pacitated because of the existing
C.P.-Muste alliance superimposed
upon it.

3. It is clear that, under the
present circumstances, a unity
movement initiated by the C.P.-
Muste alliance and culminating in
the establishment of a new-<federa-
tion, can only be a factional in-
strument of this alliance, unless

which is directed against the

absolute guarantees are given

A Resolution

which will prevent any such result.
Such safeguards must include: the
setting of an arrangements com-
mittee which will be as represen-
tative as possible (not only of the
C.P.-Muste block and of the Chi-
cago Federation but also of the
unemployed organizations not yet
affiliated anywhere) and which
will not be controlled by any group
or block; the organization of a
unity congress in' a similar man-
ner and the election of a national
committee on that basis; the auto-
nomy of all organizations affiliat-
ed to the united federation; the
adoption of a program suitable to
the present stage of the struggle
of the unemployed and agreable
to all of the affiliated organiza-
tions; the assurance of the non-
partisan character of the organiza
tion; and the absolute prohibition
of any single organization itself
representing or acting as the re-
vresentative or agent of the united
organization. Should a united
federation on such a basis become
a reality, the Chicago Federation,
in the interests of unity, should
agree to merge with it. Should
this not happen, the Chicago Fe-
deration will be in duty bound to
maintain itseif and continue the
work for real unity of the unem-
ployed. In the preliminary ‘nego-
tiations and work, the Chicago
Federation should be guided by
these proposals. Should a joint
committee be proposed, the Chica-
go Federation should choose as its
representatives those who will not
at the same time be represented
by other bodies (Unemployed
Council, the Columbus National
Unemployed League.)

4. The splitting and even
treacherous role of the Unemploy-
ed Council has been strikngly
brought out in recent develop-
ments. First, it falsely claimed to
have captured the Chicago Fed-
eration, tried to pass itself off as
its sole representative, tried to
dictate to the National Committee
and finally, when these disruptive
efforts failed, it disavowed and
attacked the Chicago Federation.
By these acts, as well as by re-
fusing to be represented thru the
Federation in the struggle for
unity and by refusing to fight for
unity with the Chicago Federation
at Columbus, the TUnemployed
Council has, in fact, left the Fed-
eration. The latter is therefore
now in a much better position to

work for the affiliation of those

The Unempl;yed Conference at Columbus

organizations who previously held
off because of the adherence of
the U.C.

5. The utterly sectarian course
of those who dominated the Col-
umbus gathering, their high-hand-
ed and undemocratic methods of
running it, contributed very great-
ly to the ineffectiveness of the con-
“ference as a step towards the uni-
fication and mobilization of the
unemployed. Nor can the lack of
really adequate preparation of
the National Committee of the
Chicago Federation for a vigorous
and effective appearance at the
Columbus conference be overlooked
for which all elements in the Na-
tional Committee were responsible
There was evident a certain slow-
ness in recognizing the changed
situation from which resulted the
failure on the part of those delega-
tes who really stood for unity teo
prepare the necessary material,
ete.

The results at Columbus were
also partially influenced in the di-
rection they took by the altogether
too passive role of a member of
delegates from organizations in
the Chicago Federation and some
independent ones, including,
among these delegates, members
of the Communist Opposition. This
passivity expressed itself in failure
to expose the Muste-C.P. alliance
and its disastrous consequences, in
the failure to champion vigorously
on the floor of the convention
the standpoint of the Federation,
in the failure to make an adequate
fight for a declaration in favor of
a Labor Party. To this should be
added the inability to form a cau-
cus of delegates really in favor of
unity and the false impression
created by the circulation on the
part of some of the delegates of a
document outlining the character
of a properly organized movement
of the unemployed; this document
was obviously distributed not for
the purpose of urging the forma-
tion of a new organization of the
unemployed, distinct from the Fed-
eration, since these delegates came
to the Columbus conference with
the intention of having the Chi-
cago Federation as a unifying cen-
ter, but rather for the purpose of
outlining the method and scope of
an unemployed federation general-
ly. All of these errors, which se-
riously weakened the movement
for unemployed unity and the posi-
tion of the organizations favoring
it, can be overcome only by the
most energetic activity along the
above lines,

have brought the party to the
brink of disaster. And what is of-
fered as a cure? Nothing more or
less than a continuation, indeed an
intensification, of the same poli-
cies. In 1929-1930, these policies
were offered to us as a cure-all
for all of the shortcomings of the
Communist movement. And now
we see that the ‘“‘cure” is far
worse than the “disease.” False
policies can never be an instru-
ment for the correction of short-
comings! The restoration of cor-
rect Leninist policies, the course
advocated by the Communist Op-
position since 1929, can alone
achieve this ol)jective.
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The Promise Of Democracy

6. The “Open Letter” speaks for
inner-party democracy, for the tol-
eration of criticism, against buro-
cratic excesses. This is nothing
but the sheerest hypocrisy. At the
very same time that this was being
Avrittien, expulsions- ‘were takyng
place (Joe Davis, Goldman, etc.).
What criticism is permitted? Cri-
ticism of petty detail or of basic
policy? Let a party member make
a really fundamental criticism and
he is at once branded as “Love:
stoneite” or “Trotskyite” and
either expelled or threatened with
expulsion. The Open Letter wants
discussion, but only discussion in
agreement with the Open Letter.
What has happened to the party
convention? Where is the pre-
convention discussion? Or will
the discussion and election take
place in the well known “cleansed”
atmosphere introduced by the Open
Letter?

Will any discussion be permitted
of the catastrophe in Germany, the
worst disaster for the internation-
al proletariat since the overthrow
of the Hungarian Soviet Republic?
Will any criticism of the policies
of the Comintern and of the Ger-
man Communist Party be tolerat-

ed, policies which helped bring on
the disaster? Are we to profit by
the costly lessons of our comrades
in Germany or are we to follow
them blindly to defeat?

The Open Letter speaks against

factionalism but it forgets that,
since the 1929-30 expulsions, the
entire party machinery has been
converted into a faction appara-
tus. The leadership is a hot-bed
of factional struggle which is as-
siduously kept from the member-
ship. The Open Letter itself is a
product of factional juggling in the
leadership, in which the main role
is played by the E. C. C. L.

All this juggling, all this play-
ing which new turns, all this man-
ouvering with open letters, has
just one purpose: to prevent real
inner-party democracy, to prevent
discussion of the real issues, to
perpetuate the present false line
and clique leadership! This is a
game which is not a monopoly of
the American party. It has been
developed into a fine art by the
faction which today stands at the
head of the Comintern and which
uses it for its own perpetuation.

x x %

Act Before It {s Too Late!

The Communist Party (Opposi-
tion) appeals to the membership
of the party to act fearlessly as re-
sponsible  revolutionists. Four
years of passive resistance and
passive submission to a false line
have brought only disastrous con-
sequences. Further support of the
present line and regime is rank
treason to the cause of Commu-
nism!

Against the ultra-left sectarian-
ism!

Against the clique leadership in
the American party and in the
Comintern!

For a Leninist line of policy!
For internal party democracy!
For international Communist
unity!

Support the struggle of the
Communist Party (Opposition)!

—IMPORTANT—
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The Dist.1, UM.W.A. Meet

by F. V.

Wilkes Barre, Pa.

The District 1 convention of the
United Mine Workers of America
was opened on Monday, July 17,
by the District President, John
Boylan. The first order of busi-
ness was the reading of the call
for the convention, which was ac-
cepted. The credentials committee
gave its partial report and then
the convention was adjourned for
the rest -of the day. This session
lasted only 50 minutes, whereas
usually the first session lasts at
least five hours.

That the convention did adjourn
at such short notice was due to
the fact that Boylan was not sure
he could control the delegates on
the case of the expelled members,
who had been thrown out of the
union for their activities in the
last strike in the district. The
second reason was that these sus-
pended members, who are the main
force behind the opposition to Boy-
lan’s leadership held a mass meet-
ing in the park at 11 A. M. and
Boylan was afraid that they would
storm the convention, especially in
view of the opposition inside the
convention. The third reason was
that the unemployed workers, who
are in big majority members of
the U.M.W.A,, staged a demonstra-
tion at the courthouse and Boylan
was afraid of them for the same
reason.

The last district convention, two
years ago, was adjourned by the
police throwing gas bombs inside
the hall because of the fist fight
that broke out between the admin-
istration and anti-administration

forces. The anti-administration

forces had a majority at the begin-
ning of the convention; later onm,
in order to have this majority elim-
inated, Boylan installed the O. K.
card system. To this convention
no one could get in unless he had
an O. K. card from Boylan and
the only ones who could get these
cards were the delegates whom
Boylan did not want to or could
not eliminate.

The second day’s sessions were
taken up with reports of John
Boylan, president, and Enoch Wil
liams, secretary-treasurer. John
Boylan said that the district was |
in better position than at any time |
before. This may be true as far as
the coal operators are concerned!

In his report, Enoch Williams
said that $1,021,0564.80 had been
collected in dues, more than double
the dues collections in the previous
period. This high collection of
dues were due to the check-off, for
which the union officials surrend-
ered the conditions of the coal
miners. All this money was spent
by the official family, except
$89,522.51, which is now tied up in
“friendly” banks.

The third day’s sessions were
taken up by discussion of some
resolutions coming from the con-
vention floor. One resolution was
adopted  supporting  President
Roosevelt and thanking him for
placing John L. Lewis on the La-
bor Advisory Committee of the
National  Industrial Recovery
Board. Another resolution adopt-
ed recommended that both the or-
ganizers staff and its expenses be
reduced. The resolution for the
reinstatement of those suspended
for their activity in the strike of

March 1932, numbering about 34
miners, the suspensions ranging

OPEN MEETINGS

“WHAT DOES THE OPEN
LETTER MEAN?”
The attitude of the Communist
Opposition to the Open Let-
ter issued by the Extra-
ordinary Conference of,
the Communist Party
BROOKLYN:
Wednesday, Aug. 16, 8:00 P.M.
Brooklyn Labor Lyceum
Speaker: B. HERMAN
Wednesday, Aug. 23, 8:00 P.M.
1330 Wilkins Avenue
Speaker: HERBERT ZAM

from 5 to 13 years, took most of
the time. Boylan opposed this reso-
lution; his appointed committee
reported non-occurrence. In spite
of the fact that the opposition was
not organized and the majority of
the delegates were under Boylan’s
influence over .40 delegates vot-
ed for this resolution to reinstate
the suspend:l members and 40
voted against, the total number
of delegates being about 300.

by M. Yablon

We publish below an article in
the discusston on the question of
Communist unity in this country.
Unless specifically declared to be
otherwise, each discussion article
represents the views of the writer
only. Discussion articles are in-
vited from all readers of the “Age”
and from members of the Proleta-
rian Party especially—-Editor.
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Boston, Mass.

The various Communist groups
which have been formed since the
wholesale -expulsions of 1929, other
groupings which were formed ear-
lier, such as the Trotsky group and
the Proletarian Party which dates
back as far as 1920, all of these
groupings have one common fea-
ture. None of them has succeeded
in establishing itself as a substan-
tial mass force in this country.
Neither has the official Communist
Party succeeded in becoming a

In the next article I will con-!

tinue the report of the convention

and say a little more about the op- Y wholesale expulsion, is responsible

position and its combinations with
Cappellini.

* *x %

ers Age” F. V. will describe the
outcome of the District 1 conven-

tion and the events leading tol

split of the UM.W.A. in the An-

thracite and the formation of the |

United MineWorkers of the An-
thracite Region, headed by Ma-
loney and Cappellini—Editor.

tin the Communist movement.
—F. V. |
} facts, what should be the attitude

In the mext issue of the “Work-,

mass force in the U. S. The im-
position of the wrong line of the
Comintern, which necessitated such

for the present chaotic condition

In light of these indisputable

of the various groups towards the
rehabilitation of the <Communist
movement ?

A new party or the unification
of the Communist movement?

The triumph of Fascism in Ger-
many, which resulted in the orga-
nizational and political collapse of
the C.P.G., the only mass Com-

"munist Party outside of the Soviet
! Union, has given added strength

On the Question of Unity

to the idea of the formation of new
Communist parties and eventually
of a new Communist International.
The Trotskyites have already came
out for it. The Proletarian Party
has not definitely expressed itselt
on this point. It has always in a
general sense, supported the Co-
mintern but has always existed as
a separate Communist party in the
U.S.A., not as an opposition group.
It is my opinion after a thoro and
free discussion on this point the
majority of the members of the
P.P.,, would reject the idea of a
new party, thanks to the healthy
attitude towards the Soviet Union.
At the same time, when we take
into consideration the common un-
derstanding of the problems and
tasks of the Communists in the
U.S.A. which were arrived at in-
dependantly, as stated in Comrade
Zam’s article in the “Workers
Age,” there remains no reasonable
ground for the separate existence
of these two Communist groups.

If and when the P.P. expresses
itself against the theory of a new
Communist Party, the prejudice of
the older members of the C.P. as
to priority, which group is longer
in existence, who should join
whom, should the P.P. join the
C.P.0., or vice versa, will be set
aside, since both groups will be
fighting for one common objective,
for the reunification of the’ Com-
munist movement. The member-
ship of both groups must give
serious consideration to this vital
problem.

The existence of the P.P. affords
us substantial proof that the road
to unity is not the formation of
new Communist parties. The P.P.,
has been in existence as a party,

(Continued on page 8)

CLOAK CODE

(Continued from Page 1)

The meeting was opened by Zuc-
erman of Local 1. chairman of
the Cloakmakers Joint Board. He
gave the floor to I. Nagler, gen-
eral manager. who reported, urg-
ing support of the code and trying
to pass it off as a great achieve-
ment for the wunion. Questions
were thereupon addressed to Daviu
Dubinsky, president of the union,
who was present. Dubinskv ecare-
fully evaded all these questions, es-
pecially the one by Stenzor of Lo-
cal 1. who wanted to know what
would happen if the union. on any
question affecting the workers. re-
mained in the minority in the Coat
and Suit Authority, the highest
body in the trade aceording to the
code, in which the union represen-
tatives are tn be two as against
many more of the emvployers.

A resolution to accept the code
and urge the workers to vote for it
in the referendum was introduced
bv Aronoff of Local 1. a member
of the Trade Union Center group.
A contrary resolution. evaluating
the trade c~de from the point of
view of the -cloakmakers, was
brought in bv Zeldin of Loecal 1,
a member of the Cloakmakers
Progressive League. The resolu-
tion runs as follows:

“The joint executiva committee
of the Clokmakers Union. I1L.L.G.W.
U., while recognizing that the
llnak Trade Code adopted by the
NRA includes certain undoubted
rains for the workers—the limita-
tion of contractors, jobbers respon-
sibility for wages and work stand-
ards. and the reduction of the
work-week to 35 h~urs—meverthe-
less declaras that there are provi-
sions in this code which are highly
objectionable and which would do
great damage to the union and to
the cloakmakers:

1. The provision in Article 12
declares that all collective agree-
ments between the employers and
the union shall become part of the
code and beé administered as part
of it. which further means, as
stated in Article 138, that the Pre-
sident. of the United States (the
NRA) may at any time modify or
cancel any point at all in such col-
lective agreements. A collective
agreement. whether as embodied
in this code or coming as the re-
sult of future negotiations, is
worthless if it subject to the arbi-
trary and uncontrolled will of any
individual or board to do with as

1S ADOPTED

he sees fit. No union can with any
responsibilitv accept any agree-
ment or obligation which mav be
arbitrarily cancelled or modified
from the outside without its con-
sent.

2. The wvorovision in Article 8
sets up a Coat and Suit Authoritv
tn include twn representatives each
of the I.L.G.W.TT,, the three asso
ciations submitting the code and
the associations in the Western
area and to be maintained at the
inint evpense of 21l these organiza-
tions. Tt is clear that this Coat ard
Suit Authority is not to be an ad-
instment board betweer the em-
plovers and the workers but rather
snd administrative committee for
the industryv at large. supervising
such matters as statistical infor-
mation. renorts and accounts for
tha trade, the “setting up of a ser-
vice buro for engineering, ac-
counting, credit and other purpo-
ses.” the “making of rules... as to
nractises by persons engaged in
the coat and suit industry as to
methods and conditions of trading.
the naming and reporting of
prices.... to promote the stabiliza-
tion of the industry, to vprevent
and eliminate unfair ard destruc-
tive prices and practices” to make
~vailable credit information, etc.
For a labor union to participate in
such 2 committee. really an ad-
ministrative committee of a na-
tion-wide employers organization.
wnruld be the grossets sort of class
rollaboration. a dangerous loss of
the independence of the unions as
workers organizations, and the
conversion of the union reoresen-
tatives intn hostaces of the em-
nlovers and unwilling aids of the
bosses in carrying out their pur-
poses.

3. The provision in Article 5
for piece-work sacrifices the week-
work system won by the union
thru many hard struggles. In spite
of the guaranteed minimum, the
piece-work system in the code in-
volves all of the evils usually asso-
ciated with it, speed-up, competi-
tion leading to the destruction of
stondards, ete., and always leaves
a door open to the spread of sweat-
shop methods and conditions.

For these reasons the joint ex-
ecutive committee of the Cloak-
makers Union docides:

1. that the officers of the LL.
G.W.U. request of the NRA the
reopening of negotiations with a

Code along the following lines:
(a) that collective agreements be-
tween the union and the employers
shall not be subject to the NRA
and to its power to cancel or mo-
dify; (b) that union representati-
ves shall not sit with the employ-
ers on any bodies except on joint
committees for the adjustment of
grievances arising out of the oper-
ation of collective agreements; and
(c) that the week work system be
recognized.

2. that the Cloakmakers Union
and the LL.G.W.U. go ahead with
preparations for a strike to enforce
these demands.

3. that it is our opinion that
the previous readiness of the lead-
ing union officials to accept piece-
work. followed by their lack of ag-
gressiveness in fighting for week-
work as decided by referendum,
seriously hindered our union in the
code negotiations.”

The executive board of Local 9,
consisting of members of the so-
called Left Group, controlled by
the official Communist Party, came
to the meeting apparently without
any definite viewpoint or resolu-
tion. As a consequence, they were
forced to vote for the resolution
of the Cloakmakers Progressive
Group, whom they have always
abused in the worst terms.

On a vote, the Aronoff resolu-
tion received 111 votes in favor
and 31 votes agrinst. The Zeldin
resolution received a vote of 27
for: no contrary vote was taken.

The figh! put up by the progres-
sive forces at this meeting has had
considerable effect on the cloak-
makers, many of whom are vig-
orously greeting their position.

LOCAL 22 FOR ONE
UNION IN TRADE

(Continued from Page 3)

uhionist principles. They are
therefore compelled, in view of the
strong sentiment for unity which
exists among the workers, to talk
unity and at the same time keep up
thetr dual unionism.

Few workers can be fooled now
with such “clever” manouvers. The
fact is that, even within the ranks
of the Industrial Union, many
workers are beginning to see that
these trick proposals do not lead
anywhere. They are beginning to
see that, in spite of their bom-
bast of accomplishments, the con-
ditions in their shops are not bet-

view to modifying the Cloak Trade

ter than in the open shops and they

are also beginning to talk of the
need of one union instead of pro-
posals for trick united fronts.

* X %X

The Issue Is Clear

To the members of our local the
issue is clear. We are for one
union in the trade and we will con-
tinue to fight for one union until
we achieve it. We realize that this
issue is tied up to an extent with
the situation of the labor move-
ment in general and are therefore
for the unity of the entire labor
movement of this country.

Our union at a recent member-
ship meeting adopted certain pro-
posals logking to the establish-
ment of one union in the dress
trade. We are firmly convinced
that should the N.T.W.L.U. be
ready to give up their dual union-
ist policy and favor one union now,
not later, they would admit that
these proposals are the most logic-
al and capable of solving this
burning problem.

The proposals are the following:
[ (1) that both wunions should be
merged into the ILL.G.W.U.; (2)
that all members of the N.T.W.1.U.
(ladies garment workers) should
be given full membership rights in
the I.L.G.W.U.; (3) that all shops
making ladies garments, now con-
trolled by the N.T.W.I.U. be
transferred to the L.L.G.W.U.; (4)
that, immediately upon unification,
general elections be held in all the
locals and joint boards where all
should have the right to be can-
didates and parti:ipate in the vot-
ing.

We ask the members of the In-
dustrial Union to give this plan
their most serious consideration.
This plan is understandable and
realizable. It is free from manouv-
ers and schemes. It is simple and
can bring the desired results:
namely. establish one union in the
trade.

We are now preparing for a gen-
eral strike in the dress industry.

We will not permit ourselves to
be diverted by any trick proposals
for united fronts. We are and
will be for genuine unity, the high-
est form of united front—one
union.

All energies must be concentrat-
ed now for the mobilization for the
coming general strike. It is a life-
and-death question to the dress-
makers. Any one who stands in
the way and carries on disruptive
activities is committing a crime
against the workers and will be
judeed by the dressmakers ac-
cordingly.

The members of our union will,

in spite of all obstacles, proceed
with the mobilization for the strike
and will put up a militant fight
for the demands of the union that
will do away with the present in-
tolerable conditions and reestablish
decent working conditions in the
shops and will build up one strong
militant union in the trade.
Chas. S. Zimmerman,
Sec’y Manager
Max Bluestein,
Chairman.

“THE
MODERN MONTHLY”

In five cities in Germany, “The
Modern Monthly” was burned by
the modern Hitlerite inquisitors as
a magazine of heretical Marxist
opinion. Today. however, as a re-
sult of the suppression, there are
over five times as many copies of
‘““The Modern Monthly” isold in
Germany as were sold there be-
fore the Hitler victory. That they
have to go thru underground
routes, thru Danzig, Strassburg
and other outlying cities, only tes-
tifies to the eagerness with which
German radicals peruse the pages
of the magazine.

Read the September issue of

“The Modern Monthly”. It will
include: The Brain Trust, by
Mauritz Hallgren; Ruge and

Marx, by Sidney Hook; Alfred
Rosenberg: The Jew-Baiting Man-
iac, by Albert Parry; Marx and
America, by Bertram D. Wolfe;
Fascism in England, by Eliot Jane-
way; Social Influences in Music
by E. Siegmeister; Books of the
Month by V. F. Calverton.
Subseribe to “The Modern
Monthly” to which Leon Trotsky,
Maxim Gorki, Max Eastman, Sid-
ney Hook, Romain Rolland, B. D.
{Wolfe, Sherwood Anderson fand
Andre Gide contribute regularly.
A year subscription to “The
Modern Monthly” is $2.50.

NOTICE!

In the next issue of the “Work-
ers Age” will be found a political
report of the recent congress of
the French Socialist Party, an ar-
ticle by William Moriarty on the
first national convention of the
Canadian Commonwealth Federa-
tion, a letter by Bertram D. Wolfe
to a Communist Party functionary
discussing some important ques-
tions of party policy, a comunica-
tion from B. Feltman, secretary of

Middle Village Branch, 546 Work-
men’s Circle,
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CLEVELAND “TRADE UNION” CONFERENCE

HE “trade union conference” te be held in Cleveland towards the
I end of this mon:h is at once a confession of bankruptey of the of-
ficial Ccmmunist Party trade union tactics and a rew start along

the same disastrous road.

Exactly four years ago the Trade Union Unity League was estab-
lished in the same city of Cleveland, established openly as a dual
union center ‘o guide the campaiga te split the existing mass A. F. of
L. unions and build up a new federation of “spick-and-span revolution-
ary unions” under the directicn of the Communist Party. Hcpes were
great in those days, at least in official pronouncements, The “naticn-
wide and deep-going revclutionary upsurge” was riding high. The
A. F. of L. was falling apart under the impact of the wave cof radicali-
zation. The workers were rushing to Communism to such a degree that
the party was actually “lagging behind”! Only “renegades” and “coun-
ter-revolutionary Lovestoneites” could have the audacity to doubt the
revolutionary efficacy of dual unionism and warn against its inevitably
suicidal consequences.

Four years have passed and the results of dual unionism have
been even more catastrophical than our warnings inicated. Hardly
a shred remains of Communist Party influence among the organized
workers and the once significant progressive opposition movements in
the unions have almost vanished, except where the Communist Oppo-
sition has managed to keep the flag flying. Of the “Red” unions, prac-
tically nothing is left, not even a fragrant memory. JIn spite of all
manouvers and deceptive “new turns” the results are desolate ruin
everywhere!

To revive the T.U.U.L. in its own form would now be as thank-
less as it is hopeless. The strategists of defeat who head the Com-
munist Party have discovered a way out—for themselves an their
policy if not for the party. Just as bankrupt merchants often set up
dummy firms to cloak their shady manouvers, so hag the T. U. U. L.
called this Cleveland “trade union conference” to provide it a new
shingle under which to carry on old business. For a union to attend
the Cleveland conference, the “Daily Worker” informs us, it is “not
necessary” that it should leave the A. F. of L. and, to illustrate this
sentiment, it publishes a cartocon where the A. F. of L. union and the
company union are nictured as two doors to the same brothel—*“the
same house but two doors”, we are delicately informed. The dual
unionism of the 1933 Cleveland conference is not as bold and self-con-
fident as that of the 1929 gathering but it is even more sinister!

In this threadbare attempt to rehabilitate dual unionism. the ¢on-
fel:ence for Progressive Labor Action is an equal partner, Nor should
this surprise us. At the time when Muste was most sanctimenously
attacking the sectarianism of the official C. P., we dig not hesitate
to point out that dual unionism was not so foreign to Musteism as
might be imagined. And sure enough the Musteites have supported
not only the ill-starred dual unionist venture of the Illirois miners
but even the sorry farce of the Gillespie “Progressive Fed<ration of
Labor.” That today they should be found side bv side with Browder
and Statchel in this Cleveland fiasco only proves that they are arx‘ous
to get in on the ground floor of ‘his new transmsgrified T. U. U. L.

All indications go to show that the Clevelnd atheri i
made up of the T.U.U.L. paper “unions”, of the gery ef:;vg g::rﬂligs
unions controlled by the C. P. L. A. and the C. P., of miscellaneous
auxiliary organizations and of nondescript “shop groups”., It will be
less of a representative gathering of American labor than any in recent
years. All labor unions who have regard for their own future and all
workers who see thru the gold-brick promises of dual unionism, should
aveid all connections with the Cleveland conference! ’

The Cleveland conference holds out nothing but harm to the Amer-
ican trade union movement.

THE ANTI-WAR CONFERENCE

ROM every viewpoint, the initiation of the U. S. Congr: i

War as a united front of the Communist Party, gﬂ:zess SAoglaa:ll::ttj
: Parj:y, the C. P. L. A. and the organizations influenced by each
in addition to a number of “peace” organizations, was a ver):
welcome'ste:v indeed. It held out the prospect rot only of the genuine
cooperation of the three r*ain tendencies in the political labor mov-
ment of this country but afso of the construction of an anti-war plat-
fqrm broad enough to permit the most conservative labor organizations,
without which no genuine movement is today possible in the United
States, to rest upon it. The Communist Oppesition heartily greeted
the United States Cengress Against War and has pledged to contribute
its share in the realization of its objectives.

Unfortunatg}y, however, it did not take long for forces to begin to
operate resulling in a serious weakening of the movement.
From the start, there were elements in the Socialist Party. and they
dominated the New York local, which made no secret of their oppo-
sition to the S. P.’s participation in the united front and their deter-
mination to make an end to it. At the same time, the C. P, officialdom
unwilling and unable to carry out a united front Policy, the ver):
same people who had declared themselves ready to f(}reg(; any criti-
cism of the 8. P. under a “non-aggression pact”, opened up the sewers
of the most stupid abuse and gave the anti-united front elements in the
S. P. exactly the argument they were seeking. Apparently the official
Communist Party leaders were more interested in make a case against
the Soclallst_s than in building up the anti-war movement. The results
were as obvious as they were inevitable. The National Executive Com-
mittee of the Socialist Party withdrew from the anti-war congress
and issued a statement justifying its action. There is no doubt that
the various S. P.-controlled organizations will follow suit,

The action of the Socialist Party in withdrawin i-
war congress, as well as the irresponsible behavior o% fl:zn(ljotﬁ(:m?:itslt
Party which made such withdrawal possible must be condemned with
equal vigor as opposed to best interests of the American workers
By such conduct the DPossibilities of the United States Congress Against'
War have been seriously limited but they have not been destroyed
With a prover attitude and policies, the Congress may still overcomt;
all difficulties and become an important factor in arousing the Amer-
ican masses to the danger of war,

THE FIRST RIVERA MURAL

i

This is the first of the series of murals on American history which
Diego Rivera is painting on the walls of the New Workers School. The
other murals will appear in subsequent issues of the “Workers Age”.

I} Revolution in Cﬁﬁa ll

The 1ong-expected resignation of
Gerardo Machado as President of

Cuba and his replacement by Car-.

los Manuel de Cespedes, finally
took place on August 12, following
the public defection of the army
upon which Machado had depended
50 much. The former President is
now in hiding.
%* *
The backgound of the constantly
growing unrest leading to the re-
cent overthrow is to be found in
the deep economic crisis that be-
gan to grip Cuba after 1925. As
a one-crop country—809, of the
national income of the land is de-
rived from sugar cultivation—
Cuba was badly hit when the bot-
ton began to fall out of the sugar
market in 1925. The increase of
the United States tariff on Cuban
sugar to 2c a pound in 1930 great-
ly aggravated the situation.

The gradual transformation of
sugar and tobacco cultivation from
small plot production, in which the
farmers were practically self-sus-
taining because of their possession
of patches of garden land, to large-
scale plantation production, creat-
ed a numerous proletariat, facing
literal starvation once the sugar
crisis set in.

In 1925 Machado took office with
the full blessings of American im-
perialism. It must be remembered
that over $1,500,000,000 of Amer-
ican capital is invested in Cuba,
$370,000,000 being tied up in the
sugar industry alone, which is!
completely dominated by Wall;
Street. Machado immediately
launched into a large-scale build-
ing and public works program,
hoping thereby to absorb some of
the unemployed sugar workers.
These extravagant ventures were
eagerly financed by American
bankers and the national debt was
soon doubled. Taxes rose precipi-
tately, especially serious in view
of the falling national income.
Wages of industrial workers were
constantly slashed and the impo-
verishment of the farmers reached
incredible heights.

Finally the crash came. The on-
set of the economic crisis in the
United States stopped the flow of
American capital to Cuba and the
elaborate public works program
collapsed. Dividend payments on
investments stopped; all Cuba was
bankrupt.

The opposition to Machado in all
sections of the population grew
rapidly and spread even to the rul-

*

ing clique. Machado answered by

an unexample reign of terror, dis-
closing himself as a brutal military
dictator, ruling by grace of his
army and strong-arm bands. At
the same time, the support of Am-
erican imperialism was definitely
withdrawn, because it became per-
fectly clear that the rehabilitation
of Cuba as a colony of Wall Street,
in which the American bankers
were so much interested, was im-
possible unless Machado got out,
the bourgeois elements united, the
government power consolidated
and stabilized ard the widespread
dissatisfaction allayed. Obviously
it was only a matter of time before
Machado would bave to go. Frcm
the beginning of the crisis, the
American policy was, on the one
hand, to avoid open intervention
and. on the other, to prevent a real
revolution of the masses.

In snite of the prominent role of
labor in the struggle against Ma-
chado, the small and sectarian
Communist, Party played no serious
part at all. The utterlv fantastic
conception which the official Com-
munist press has of events in Cuba
is indicated in the confident asser-
tion of the “Dailv Worker” that
the overthrow of Machado was a
“blow to American imperialiem!”

The change of regime n Cuba.
the revolacement of Machado bv
Cespedes. under the direction of
Sumuer Wellas, United States Am-
bassador, will not solve any of the
grave problems facing that coun-
try. Cuba remains more than ever
a enlonv of Wall Street. Cuba ijs
still prinped in an economic erisis
with Jittle nossibility of letup. Not
a change of regime but the econo-
mic and wolitical liberation of the
countrv is the road to the salva-
tion of Cuba.

ON THE QUESTION OF UNITY
(Continued from Page T)

during periods when the C.P.U.S.
A. pnursued both wrong and correct
tacties, nevertheless, the P.P. has
remained a small group. Obvious
lv. the argument advanced in favor
of the formation of separste and
new Communist parties as the road
to wnnity. falls to ground.

The sentiment for unity has
never heen stronger than it is to-
dov. The need of a militant. con-
scious and united leadership in the
struggles of the workine class, is
so vpainfully obvious. The unity
between the P.P. and the C.P.O.
can serve as a more effective
means of rallying all Communist
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BLAINE OF MAINE, His Life
and Times, by Charles Edward
Russell. Cosmopclitan Bo.k
Corporation, New York, 1931.
James Gillespie Blaine, cne of

.the most colorful figures in Ameri-

‘can political history, is well worth

careful biographical study. He

,was the beau ideal of the younger

generation of pcst-Civil War Re-

|publican leaders, those who person-

ified the increasingly dominant
role of the party as the pclitical
engine of triumphant big business,
in contradistinction to the ‘“moral
wing”, the old leaders of the type
of Sumner and Stevens, who sym-
bolized the great and glorious tra-
ditions of the party as the emanci-
pator of the slave and the savior
of the nation. It was thru Blaine
as a sort of transition stage that
the party of Greelev and Lincoln
become the party of McKinley and
Hoovez.

Blaine was well fitted to play
the part in which history had cast
him. To an acute political intel-
ligence and supreme gifts as a
speaker and pclitician, he added an
unquestioning faith in the inherent
virtue of wealth and a constitution-
.al incapacity to espouse any great
‘public cause that would put him
in opposition to the mighty of the
Jand. “The most painful fact of
his Congressional career,” Mr. Rus-
sell declares quite correctly, “is
that he could make a valiant fight
for himself or for a measure in
which the rich powerful had a
stake, but he never once led a for-
lorn hope that charged for mere
principle.” From the time that,
in his first year of service as Re-
presentative, he challenged old
Thad Stevens because of the lat-
ter’s opposition to the ruthless ex-
ploitation of the nation’s necessi-
ties by the patriotic bankers and
industrialists, up to those closing
days when, as Secretary of State,
he outlined the foreign policy of in-
cipient ~American  imperialism,
James G. Blaine was the devoted
and sincere servant of big capital
in the United States government.

The story of the career of this
man, once the idol of millions, who
held every office of honor and dis-
tinction in the nation but the
Presidency, and was cheated out
of that by a series of the most ex-
traordinary accidents and misfor-
tune, penetrates every nook and
cranny of contemporary American
political life and must be told as
an organic part of it. This Mr.
Russell attempts to do, with but
indifferent success. It must be
chalked up to the author’s credit
that he does not fall victim to the
reactionary pro-Southern influ-
ence, dominating all recent history-
writing, in the spirit of which the
entire story of the Civil War and
Reconstruction is so indecently dis-
torted and misrepresented. But
this cannot offset the false sickly,
sentimentalism characterizing Mr.
Russell’s thought, altogether fatal
to any realistic understanding of
the significance of the events he
recounts and of their part in the
historical movement as a whole. A
man who can write: “Then was
seen conclusively how, when the
shouting at conventions is over,
the real arbiter of every campaign
is the independent voter that does
not shout and has little emotion
for heroes or Favorite Sons but
decides according to conscience and
intuition of what is right,” a man
who is guilty of some of the in-
credibly silly speculations on the
“American temperament” and the
“American spirit” such as are
found in this book, should not at-
tempt to discuss serious historical
questions; he should confine him-
self to “inspirational” articles and
political sermons. Certainly he
should not attempt to understand
the most difficult period of Amer-
ican history and the career of one
of the strangest figures in Amer-
ican politics.

WILL HERBERG

forces who have dropped out be-
cause of the crisis in the Commun-
ist movement and develop a power-
ful movement to force the leader-
ship of the Comintern and its sec-
tion in the U.S.A. to bring about
unity and compel a change in the
present wrong, self-defeating tac-
tics,




	v2n18-p10-aug-15-1933-WA
	v2n18-p23-aug-15-1933-WA
	v2n18-p45-aug-15-1933-WA
	v2n18-p67-aug-15-1933-WA
	v2n18-p80-aug-15-1933-WA

