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At First
GLANCE

By JAY LOVESTONE

EW YORK CITY’s Fusion and Tam-

many politicians seem to be all hot
and bothered about the scandals just
uncovered in relief administration. In
Ohio the Democratic Governor is hauled
over the coals by his party—colleagues
in Washington because of vile corrup-
tion. North Dakota has recently seen
the conviction of its Republican Governor
and state officials found guilty of crook-
edness in handling relief funds. New
Jersey and Pennsylvania are soon to be
treated to startling revelations with the
lifting of some sewer lids in the avenues
of unemployment relief.

All of these exposures have a multi-
phased significance. In an immediate
sense they are skirmishes for the vig
election battle in 1936. From the long
range point of view, the conditions thus
revealed show the bottomless depths of
decay into which every expression of
capitalism is falling. But for the labor-
ing people there is a far more sinister
angle to this sudden battle for “honesty”
among the thieves who have had a fal-
ling-out in their own ranks. The “tax-
payers” will more and more try to seize
this occasion (the honesty crusade) to
force a cut in relief allowances for the
army of no-occupation now pounding our
pavements. Hence the high-temperatured
excitement over “boon-doggling.” Finai-
ly, it won’t be long before American
Fascists of today and tomorrow will pick
up all this evidence of decay and dis-
honesty inherent in capitalist democracy
as arguments for installing a ‘“vigorous,
clean” regime along Fascist lines in the
U.S. This strategy and demagogy are
common to all Fascist movements in
their infancy, adolescence and adulthood.
Here is the danger signal on which we
must keep our eyes.

* * *

hasten to offer our embattled

U'U comrades momentarily in the

leadership of the official C.P. some more
evidence against us as confirmed op-
ponents of the much-misrepresented
theory of “exceptionalism.” Thruout the
capitalist world (except the U.S.) one
of the direct consequences of the econo-
mic crisis has been a marked reduction
of social legislation. In the U.S., on the
other hand, the very intensity of the
crisis has lent impetus to the develop-
ment of some social legislation on a
federal scale.

Why is this so? Certainly, not be-
cause of the generosity oozing out of
Wall Street’s pores. In the U. S. we have
an exceptionally greedy pack of divid-
end-devourerers. Also, in fairness to
Roosevelt, it must be said that his ad-
ministration is not to be held responsible
for even the least bit of social legisla-
tion that may be enacted into law in the
coming months. Still, there is no mys-
tery to it. The explanation is simple. In
all big capitalist countries, except the
U.S., there was some system of social
legislation before the present world
crisis. The economic crisis served to
weaken social legislation towards the
vanishing point in a number of Europedh
countries. The ruling classes pleaded
poverty and shifted the burdens on to the
backs of the workers by reducing the
benefits of sundry social insurance pro-
jects. But in the U. S., some such laws
providing, very inadequately it is true,
for social insurance are soon to see the
light of day in order to enhance sogial
stability. No doubt in the next crisis
American capitalism, today still able to
pay for such measures without. difficulty,
will be Europeanized in the very opposite
direction. While this present crisis tends
to stimulate social legislation, the next
one will tend to stifle whatever such
gains labor may have registered. This
we cannot underscore too heavily.

* % %
HE half-baked economists and the

hard-boiled burocrats making up
the general staff of the Roosevelt New
Dealers are up against it these days.
Even such lowest common denominators
of intelligence as the average Congress-
man can, with ease, nowadays point to
mounting évidence of the folly of the
whole scheme of alphebatized “prosper-
ity.” For decades, Uncle Sam boasted
that he is the world’s biggest farmer.
New world conditions, new trends in the
development of American capitalism in
particular and international capitalism in
general soon began to undermine this
agrarian primacy of the U. S.

For the overwhelming majority of the
farmers, for the poor farmers, this meant
a bumper crop of hardships and woes.
But witch-doctor Wallace set out to
bring relief to the rural folks, to restore
them their markets, to raise prices, etc.
And what has been happening? Facts
are at hand to establish beyond chalienge

(Continued on Page 4)

ONE MAY DAY!

TO THE UNITED FRONT MAY DAY CONFERENCE,
Carl Brodsky, Secretary

TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE U.S.A.
Earl Browder, Secretary

Dear Comrades:-

May Day should be a symbol of the strength of the working class. But
there can be no show of strength as long as the workers are divided and their
forces split into two rival demonstrations. On every hand we hear phrases
about unity, yet factional, sectarian considerations have prevented the organ-
izations responsible for the division from taking the real, practical steps
necessary to insure one, single, united demonstration of strength on May Day.
We address this communication to your conference and its affiliated organiza-
tions to inform you of what we have been doing in an effort to repair the
disastrous division, and to make practical proposals to your conference for that
purpose.

Those trade unions of this city which are sufficiently class-conscious to
observe May Day were responsible for the calling of a conference on March 28.
We sent delegates to that conference and they were seated. In the course of
the preparations for a May Day celebration, both at the conference and in
csmmiittee meetings, we stood for the following objectives: 1) For a demon-
stration and parade. Desuite the opposition of some right wing Socialist leaders,
this was carried 2) For an invitation to the Communist Party to participate as
well as its affiliated organizations except its dual unions. This received much
support but has been so far defeated. 3) For the inclusion of the Young
People’s Socialist League. This was carried. 4) For a broad, inclusive, non-
partisan labor demonstration in which the unions should predominate and which
should not be subordinate to any political party. Many measures were adopted
to prevent the demonstration from being so subordinated. An executive com-
mittee representative of all tendencies was set up. The manifesto and publicity
committecs chosen will emphasize the truly labor character of the conference.
The name May Day Labor Conference was decided upon.

We were hampered in our fight for the invitation of the Communist Party
by three factors: 1) The Local N. Y. Socialist Party leaders oppose for par-
tisan factional reasons a united front including Communists, official or op-
position. 2) The Communist Party, tho it has issued general declarations in
the press calling for one united demonstration, and mailed such declarations to
the Socialist Party, has obviously been preparing its own demonstration separate
from the trade unions and the call for its conference was a narrow, factional
document, calling for the unity of all forces in one line and attacking the Com-
munist Opposition, the Workers Party, Socialist Party, and trade union leaders
in the next. We do not question the right of the Communist Party to criticize
those with whom it enters into united fronts. We do not believe in “non-ag-
gression pacts.” But surely you will understand that the manifesto which is to
be the basis and common program of a united front cannot contain such critic-
isms. If it does, it can repeat the word unity a thousand times and still it will
be an invitation not to unite, a blow against the possibility of a united front.

3. The Communist Party did not even send a delegation to the May Day
Conference called by the trade unions. Instead of being able to fight for the
admission of the Communist Party’s delegates, we had to move TO INVITE
an organization which had stayed away and was preparing its own rival, par-
tisan conference separate from the organized labor movement.

OUR PROPOSALS TO YOU

It is not even now too late to remove the obstacles which make difficult a
real united front on May Day and to make one huge united May Day demon-
stration.

What must be done?

First, your conference should elect a committee to negotiate for unity with
the Labor Conference called by the trade unions. If your offer is sincere
you will find plenty of support, including our own, inside that conference.

Second, you must remove the chief obstacle to that unity—the problem of
the dual unions. Surely May Day is an appropriate time to make a real, honest
step for working class unity. Surely, no factional and petty face-saving con-
siderations should stand in the way of an open declaration that those union-
splitting organizations have been a disastrous blunder and that the party which
formed them has learned its lesson and gives pledges to the working class that it
will not further maintain them or ever again threaten the unity of the mass
organizations of the workers. The formation of those dual unions has been
the chief cause of the isolation of the Communist Party from the trade unions
and their continued maintenance on one subterfuge or another is the chief ob-
stacle to the possibility of the Party’s participation in one united May Day
demonstration with the organized labor movement of this city.

We urge you with all the seriousness that the present situation demands,
not to evade these proposals, not to make empty talk about unity without taking
the necessary steps to make it possible. It is the duty of the Communist Party
to observe May Day in proper fashion. It is the duty of the Communist Party
to correct its sectarian blunders. It is the duty of the Communist Party to heal
the rift that separates it from the organized labor movement. It is the duty
of the Communist Party to march on May Day with the organized labor move-
ment. It is the duty of the Communist Party to remove the obstacles which
it puts in the way of one united May Day movement and to make it harder
for some socialist and conservative trade union leaders to prevent that unity.

We carnestly urge the most serious consideration of our proposals,

For one united May Day demonstration!

For such a demonstration as will give pause to reaction, and fresh courage
and strength to the working class!

Fraternally yours,
THE COMMUNIST PARTY US.A. (OPPOSITION)

STRESA CONFERENGE PAVES WAY FOR
SHIFT IN EUROPE’S WAR ALIGNMENTS

Britain Shields Germany From Wrath of France; Anti-Soviet
Pact May Result From Discussion On
“Beautiful Isle”

QOut of Stresa has not come and could not come any guarantees of peace.
Workers the world over, still burdened with reformist illusions, or thinking in
outright bourgeois terms may have been expecting some such result. An con-
ference of the leading capitalist powers could only be for imperialist purposes,
which, in theé last phase, are war purposes.

But from such a conclusion it is wrong to swing about and dismiss all “dis-
armament” conferences as a get-together of the Fascists. As the war danger be-
comes more acute, as we approach the day when the workers of the world will be
requested to cut each others’ throats, such a conference serves as an indication of
the line up for the next battle. '

In this light we can see two probable results flowing out of the Stresa con-
ference. First, the open signs of a rapprochement between Britain and Nazi
Germany. Only one force toned down France’s demand for censure of the events
of March 16th, and changed this to a resolution “regretting” the action—that
force was British imperialism. What factors could make for such a turn? First,
with Nazi Germany, Britain would fight with Japan against France and America.
Japan only shows signs of muscling in on British foreign markets—that could
be settled for a time by a division of spoils. America, however, has been Eng-
land’s chief rival in the struggle for markets. In Nazidqm, the wise and ex-

Jay Lovestone, Secretary

perienced British bourgeoisie see an excellent anti-Soviet force.

COPS SMASH DOWN
ON BISGUIT PICKETS

Many Injured As Police Guard
Attacks Strikers Three
Blocks From NBC Plant

All has not been quiet on the Bakery
front since the three thousand strikers
of National Biscuit Company have per-
sisted in their daily mass picket line,
thrown around the company at five every
evening when the scabs swarm out of
the plant. .

On Monday and Tuesday the strikers
were permitted to circle the plant. But
on Wednesday, April 10th, as the mass
of strikers left the headquarters at 245
West 14th Street, a thousand strong,
mounted police and riot squads mobilized
between Eighth and Ninth Avenues a
block away. Midway in the block, with-
out any warning the mounted police
drove their horses onto the sidewalk.

Riding wildly into the strikers, the
police scattered women and men. Aug-
mented by hundreds of police on foot
who cracked down viciously on the heads
of men and women alike, the La Guar-
dia blue-coats shouted curses and threats
while wielding their clubs.

A mounted cop rode so fiercely into
the line that the hoof of his horse caught
in the wheels of a baby carriage, from
which the child had been grabbed only
a second before, and turned the vehicle
over, spilling the blankets and pillows
onto the walk.

Although many strikers had their
skulls cracked, it was significant that
few arrests were made; leading to the
inescapable conclusion that the police
were under orders to break the picket
line by violence, Further evidence of
this was brought out by the press, which
formerly had given but the most grudg-
ing notices to the thirteen-week old
strike. With the exception of the Hearst
publications, the editions of April 11th
carried stories branding the police at-
tack as an unprovoked exhibition of bru-
tality.

Although ten pickets, badly beaten by
the arresting officers, were jailed and
numbers were seriously injured, the
mass line went out even stronger on
Thursday afternoon. The police stood
to one side as the line turned along
Tenth Avenue and then was stopped. Ar-
guments proving unavailing against the
raised clubs and the mounted onrush of
police. The line abandoned its intention
of continuing to the plant exit which
spews out the eight hundred or more
scabs nightly. As the line reached the
subway entrance a white-faced throng
of strike-breakers fled toward the steps.

With derisive cries the striking work-
ers pushed forward. By forming a line
the police were well able to hold back
the strikers, without use of their clubs.
However, once more the mounted offi-
cers rushed the strikers and three of the
pickets were shoved and kicked out of
the line, attacked by the police and
hurled into the patrol wagon.

The strikers /are determined to in-
crease rather than lessen their daily
picket line. The long weeks of suffering
and privation have in no way mitigated
their militancy and their solidarity.

Negotiations between the Company
and the Union officials are at a stand-
still. This state of affairs is the result
of the Company’s proof of ill-faith in its
pretence at settlement; for it has re-
fused, despite every compromise offered
by the Union officials, to take back 46%
of the strikers. The Company makes the
retention of the eight hundred scabs, re-
placing ‘as many strikers, a term of the
settlement. William A. Galvin, president
of the union, refuses to consider such a
settlement and is backed one hundred
per cent by his membership.

The second possibility is the forma-
tion of a thorogoing anti-Soviet block
of all the capitalist forces. France was
not too peeved at the British concession
to Germany. Italy, a second rater, from
an imperialist viewpoint, will go where
the booty is biggest—or, the promises
thereof.

Only one force, that did not appear at
this Peace Conference, really has it in its
hands the power to direct the course of
European history—the working class. It
is the British workers who can force
England out of anti-Soviet channels once
again; and the French workers, in a
United Front, can also swing the scales.

MAY DAY MARGH
IS RALLYING NEW
YORK’S ORGANIZED

Broad Committee Mobilizes
Unions and Parties For
Giant Demonstration

May First, 1935, promises to mark a
milestone in the history of New York’s
working class, through the decisions
made at the first meeting of the execut-
ive committee of the May Day Labor
conference.

The largest unions in the city and all
political tendencies in the labor move-
ment with the exception of the Com-
munist Party are co-operating in the
Conference. The delegates from the Com-
munist Opposition fought to have the
CP included in a united May Day parade
but were defeated. It must be noted that
the CP made no attempt to send any
delegates to the Conference.

In the executive committee sessions
the name “May Day Labor Conference”
was adopted. Upon a motion by Will
Herberg the Communist Opposition and
the Workers Party were given represen-
tation on the executive committee. In
order that the conference and parade
maintain their all-inclusive labor charac-
ter and that no political tendency be al-
lowed to predominate representation was
granted to the various tendencies on the
different committes. The all-important
manifesto and publicity committees are
especially broad and representative.

30 HOUR WEEK

IS CENTRAL SLOGAN

®The chief slogans of the May Day
parade will be “For the Thirty Hour
Week,” “For Unemployment Insurance,”
“Against War”, “Against Fascism,” For
a Worker’s World.” Plans are being dev-
eloped to make the parade the most
colorful and spirited New York has ever
seen.

There will be two sections; one to as-
semble near Union Square and the se-
cond to gather in the heart of the gar-
ment district. Both sections will head
for the Mall in Central Park where the
workers will be addressed by speakers
from the unions, political groups and
fraternal organizations.

Although some of the largest unions
in the city—Dressmakers, Cloakmakers,
Amalgamated Clothing Workers, Paint-
ers, United Hebrew Trades, etc.—are al-
ready participating, a drive will be made
to get other unions to engage. Special
delegations are calling on the Bakery
Workers, Building Service Employees,
and other federal locals. A strong ef-
fort is being made to get the New York
Central Trades and Labor Council to
back May Day, and Charles S. Zimmer-
man was selected by the conference com-
mittee to lead the fight there. All read-
ers of the Workers Age are urged to try
to get to their organization to partici-
pate in the parade this year.

May Day, 1935, must be the biggest,
most enthusiastic, most militant May
Day New York has ever seen. The next
step then will be to have one and not
two, May Day Parades.




Page 2

WORKERS AGE -

NAZI MISTRESS TELLS OF GERMAN ““CULTURE"

A series of scandals among the Nazi
high priests have recently revealed the
state of moral degeneracy pervading the
National-Socialists of Germany. The
Nazi leaders attempted to pass off the
June 30th purge as a cleansing of the
party of morally degenerate elements.
Nevertheless the fact remains that the
Nazi party was forced to recognize and
take steps against the wide spread homo-
sexuality in the ranks of the storm
troops and the special guards, and
against the sexual perversions of many
of its leaders. Much against their will,
therefore, the Nazi high priests were
forced to make important admissions
about the spreading sexual perversion
and moral depravity under the Nazi
regime.

The attention of the public was thus
merely diverted from the more important
fact, namely, the tremendous increase in
sexual degeneracy among the Nazi youth
of both sexes. The most important oc-
curences within the Nazi military and
sport organizations and the girls organ-
izations remain a dark secret, but from
time to time an occasional scandal which
cannot be hushed up gives the public an
inkling of the sexual licentiousness in
National-Socialist circles.

MAGGOTS ON THE
CAPITALIST CORPSE

In the fascist system are clearly re-
flected all the signs of degeneracy of
bourgeois society. The cultural level of
a people can be medsured by the social
position of woman, by her rolg in public
life and in production. Charles Fourier
wrote more than a hundred years ago
the notable words: “In every society the
degree of cmancipation of woman is the
material measure of the general eman-
cipation.” Capitalism in its period of
growth was forced to grant women cer-
tain  liberties; Fascism, to retain
power, must make a broad attack on the
living standard of the working class and
as a part of this campaign women are
being discharged from the factories,
shops, offices and stores with demagogic
apologies. Hossenfelder says to the Na-
tional-Socialist women: “We again need
a people reared by a mother who watches
and prays by the cradle.” The lot that
Hitler preseribes is that of a confined
woman ignorant of the world, the ser-
vant of her husband, a breeding machine
that will bring the largest possible num-
ber of children into the world because
soldiers are needed, and who will be kept
in darkness and ignorance for this pur-
pose, and who will no longer neced to
think because the “Iuchrer,” the man,
will think and decide for her.

During the period of serfdom on the
land and the guild organization in the
cities the woman who sat by the
domestic fireside, undisturbed by the
storms of public life, polities and class
war, was comprchensible and neecessary.
In the present day highly industrialized
Germany of the 20th century she has
become a ridiculous carvicature, a link

THE SEXUAL CUSTOMS OF
‘NEW GERMANY’ TOLD BY
A JEWISH EMIGRE’S WIFE

in the chain of reaction, a tool of ex-
ploitation. And Goebbels explained at
the congress of women functionaries of
the National-Socialist party: “It is
proven that women are not capable of
aciivity outside the home, but are in-
tended to pass their lives in the shadow
of the walls of their houses.” Beneath
the mask of “revival of morality,” of
“leading woman back to her true des-
tiny” lurks the real face of capitalist
competition.

BESTIALITY
BREAKS ITS BONDS

If one proceeds armed with the method
of historical materialism to a judgement
of the position of woman in the fascist
state, it will become clear to him why
the unleashed sexuality of petty bour-
geois formerly held captive in the cage
or office and department store should at-
tack women with such bestial brutality.
A deep insight into the coarsening of
sevual customs under the Nazis is af-
forded by the letter of a former Jewish
student, written to her husband living in
exile. After the flight of her husband
the woman was subjected to severe
tribulation by the persecutions of the
Nazis, until she finally broke down,
physically and spiritually. She had an
affair with an S. A. man and entered
the circle of the leading Nazis. In this
way she became acquanted with the in-
timate life of these people. In her letter
+he presents a revealing picture of this
life.

* * *

Because I had married a Jew who to
make things worse had emigrated, and
Lecause I wanted to get out of the
women’s service, I was tortured eight
times. I was forced to undress before
ten to twenty Nazis, and about a year
ago I was flogged at least once a week
until the blood came. Under some pretext
or other my house would be entered. I
would be taken to a woman’s prison,
where I first had to wait in a dark room
for hours. We were first questioned then
roughly commanded to take off our
clothes. The prettiest had to stand up
for hours at a time with raised arms,
completely naked behind or in [ront
Sometimes with shoes on.  We had to
stand like this in front of the S. A. men,
who would drink and stare at the girls
with mad frenzy.

We were often laid on a table, around
which the gentlemen seated themselves.
My dress would be ripped from my body,
my underclothes torn up, and I would be
hit, flogged, and bitten. I knew on such
nights that T would not be led away to a
cell but to a family pension, a Nazi
apartment or S. A. home where I was
held at discretion pending my hearing.

clean agreeable and young men. One day

““1 JOIN THE C. P. O.”

FIGHTING FOR A REVOLUTIONARY, UNITED
PARTY THE BALTIMORE ORGANIZER OF THE
YPSL JOINS THE COMMUNIST OPPOSITION

BY JOSEPH M. GORELIK |

The awriter of the statement printed below
was formerly the City Organizer of the
Young People’s Socialist League of Baltimore.
He has now joined the Communist Parly
(Opposition). '

* * *

A United Communist Party is the cry-
ing need of the hour. Therefore the task
for our revolutionary socialists is to give
up the hopless struggle of reforming the
Socialist Movement, for history has al-
ready nailed the coffin of the socialist
movements’ usefulness to the working
class. Our task is to carry on a relent-
less struggle for the unity of all com-
munist forces into a united Communigt
Party with a correct tactical line and a
healthy approach to problems confront-
ing the workingclass. The only way this
can be accomplished is through the read-
mittance into the Communist Party USA
of the Communist Party (Opposition)
which has for the past 6 years carried
on a struggle for a correct tactical line,
and whose struggle is now bearing fruit
through the gradual adoption by the
C.P. of the CP(¥s tactical line. The
guarantee for the application and the
carrying out of the line correctly is the
readmittance of the CPO into the CP.
We revolutionary socialists can help in
this struggle for Communist Unity—
thus helping generally the struggle of
the American workingclass against Cap-
italism by joining the CPO. By joining
the CPO we are not only uniting in prin-
ciple but also on a correct tactical line
and through our unity with the CPO we
strengthen the struggle for Communist
Unity by exerting pressure on the CP
for the re-admitance of the CPO into
the ranks of the Communist Party USA
thus uniting all revolutionary forces for
the struggle against Capitalism.

I, who have been the District Organ-
izer of the YPSL in Philadelphia from
1927 to 1931 recognized the correctness
of Communist (Revolutionary Socialist)
principles and left the YPSL and joined
the Young Communist League. 1 was
active in the Young Communist League
until June 1933 when at that time be-
cause of disagreement of the dual trade

union policy which I saw through my

experiences in the trade union movement
in Philadelphia was incorrect, and as a
result of the events in Germany and the
victory of Fascism I began to question
the tactical line of the CP._ At that time
as the Dist. Org. Sec’y. of the YCL it
was impermissable for me to discuss the
correctness or incorrectness of the
tactical line the policy of the League.
Democratic centralism was “Yours is
not to question why, yours is but to do
and die.” So I did and died, by being
expelled from the Young Communist
League. Upon the R. P. C. in the
Socialist Party I was approached in
my trade union where I was secre-
tary to rejoin the Socialist Move-
ment was based on a statement which I
presented to the City Committee stating
my political beliefs and adherence to
the principles of Revolutionary Social-
ism. I was readmitted into the YPSL
unanimously. As the struggle resulting
from the passage of the Detroit Declara-
tion of Principles developed, I came to
the conclusion that the Socialist Move-
ment cannot be basically reformed, and
the unprincipled struggle of the militants
helped further to dispell my illusions.
Therefore in view of the present dev-
elopments I feel that the task for rev-
olutionary socialists is not to waste time
trying to hring back to life a corpse, for
that is against the laws of nature, but it
is our duty and task to join the struggle
for the unity of all revolutionary forces
into the Communist Party to provide
leadership for the workingclass. The
objective conditions in the USA are
ripening for a more intensified struggle
against capitalism. The subjective con-
ditions must be prepared, i.e. a proper
revolutionary vanguard to guide and lead
the workingclass in their developing
struggles. I am joining the CPO, to help
prepare the subjective factors so neces-
sary, and I call upon my comrades in the
ranks of the Socialist Movement, as well
as in the ranks of the Communist Move-
ment to join me in the struggle for
REVOLUTIONARY UNITY as part of
the struggle for a Soviet America.

Yours for Revolutionary Unity and a
Soviet America,

JOSEPH M. GORELIK

I wanted only to have dealings with

I ran up against a group of S. A. bald
heads. They reeked of tobacco and al-
cohol and were smeared with gravy
spots. They did things in my presence
which T never want to write about or re-
peat. After this adventure I decided it
would be better to have a friend. He is
young, poor, has authority, and is stupid.
When he has anything he gives me a
few marks. I have become a different
woman. For some time now I have been
shown a thousand courtesies in his
presence. Those who yesterday bit my
legs kiss my hand to-day. Those who
persecuted me most promise my friend
marvelous things if they can sleep with
me. After endless conferences at which
1 was not present my friend asked me to
do it, for reasons of love, politics, and
friendship for Hitler, to become -the
mistress of Peter or Paul and to agree
to his being present, hidden behind a
tapestry. I agreed to the proposition, not
for a silver fox, half a dozen pairs of
stockings, or a Mercedes car, but be-

BARTERING A MISTRESS'
IS ONE ROAD TO POWER
IN NAZI POLITICS TODAY

cause I knew that resistance on my part
would lead to duels and arrests and pro-
vifie provocation to God knows what
crimes.

The Nazis are bloodthirsty and sexual-
ly hypocritical and women to them are
iike alcohol. That is the reason they
tempt them, make them slaves, pros-
titutes, merely sexual objects. I sleep
with my friends’ friends. . Every
evening I notice S. S. men with silk
undergarments beneath their uniforms,
very fine material; leaders decorated
with jewelled orders, epauletts, arm-
bands, rings, etc. This is Hitler’s aris-
tocracy, half homosexual, half indolent,
waiting for this moment. . . . One saw
nothing but Nazis lying on top of each

other, dead drunk. . . . To conquer means

to them to ruin women and satisfy their
instincts. The entire sex life of the 3rd
Reich rests on the refrain: “The soldier,
the soldier, is the handsomest man in the
whole land.” In all social strata this
moral decadence has wrought its havoc
among the women. Between 5 and 7 you
can see in the rendezvous—cafes, danc-
ing clubs, ice cream parlors—the wives
of non-Nazis beaming with happiness as
they wait for the uniformed ones. If
you could only see all these ‘“Fuehrers,”
how they command and conduct them-
selves! Among the S. S. men one meets
almost nothing but abnormals. The lips,
the glance, the skin, almost everything
betrays a perverted sex nature.
* * *

The authenticity of this letter and the
truth of the events revealed in it are
vouched for. This is the way “the preser-
vation of the family” from “dissolution
by Bolshevism” appears under the
practorians of the Godly world order.

This is the third of a series of articles by
M. C. Stewart clarifying the current con-
fusion on the Labor Party question. Other
articles in this series avill appear in suc-
ceeding issues of the Workers Age.

* * *

The Plenum thesis of October 1929
definitely set our Party on the circular
path which it has just completed. Its
face set against the Labor Party, indeed
in bitter opposition to it, it completes
the adventure of dual unionism, united
front from below, sectarianism and isola-
tion, by returning to the starting point,
to the Labor Party, behind the mass sen-
timent for it, of which Comrade Brow-
der speaks with such eloquence. But
with a cargo of sectarian goods the
Party began this highly speculative and
disastrous voyage, and with a cargo of
sectarian notions it returns—an unprofit-
able and costly business.

And now it sets foot to the old path,
at the old point, still burdened with these
sectarian disabilities, which must again
cost the revolutionary movement a great
price, unless our Party firmly uncovers
and roots out these false notions and
false tactics.

In both its condemnation and in its

perspective of the C.P. fails to show a
real understanding of the problems of
the American working class, fails to
come to grips with its native questions.
What does it mean by a Labor Party
“from below”?  What is its analysis of
the present historical point of develop-
ment of the American working class?
That the endorsement of the Labor Party
is an advance—granted. But although
{he words arc new, they are sung to the
old tune.
The Labor Party
And The Trade Union Line

When we look under the smoke screen
of deliberate untruths—that the line is
the same; that the line on the Labor
Party was on the whole correct present
and past; that there were “incidental
mistakes . . . which we have no reason
to hide.” etc., etc.—we find in the resolu-
tion of the Party the reflection of its
orientation toward the trade unions.
When the C.I. and the C.P. turned away
from the difficult but most essential task,
of working in and strengthening the con-
servative trade unions in order to
broaden and deepen their class con-
sciousness and to revolutionize them;
when, instead it entered upon the course
of disrupting them, and of building “rev-
olutionary” dual unions, it was not pos-
sible, not compatible to retain the slogan
of a Labor Party. But when at last his-

cndorsement of the Labor Party the}

tory first, and then the C.P., liquidated
the dual unions, the endorsement of the,
Labor Party followed as a matter ofi
course. The formal obsequies over the
TUUL were read in March, the con-
gratulations on the Labor Party an-
nounced in January, but this reversal of
the logical order of events was only in
the way of face saving.
The connection between the trade
union orientation and the Labor Party
policy has been falsified in the discus-
sion of the Party resolutions. The forms
that sectarianism is taking under the
“changed conditions”—this, the speeches,
the articles in the press and the resolu-
tions, try to twist away, out of sight.
We have already quoted the Labor
Party resolution of October 1929. The
ultra-left views and policies expressed
therein are the logical application of the
estimate of work in the AFL which
Comrade Foster summed up as follows
in 1929: “What is the future of the AFL
and the craft unions generally? Are
they definitely in decline as labor organ-
izations? This question of perspective
of the A.F.L. becomes very important
because in it is involved the question of
whether or not there is a real base for
the development of the new industrial
movement . . .” and he answered, “the
AFL is definiitely in decline as a labor
organization. It cannot and will not or-
ganize the unorganized.” On this basis
the TUUTL was launched, and this is the
basis of the Party resolutions in the 7th
National Convention, April 1930, which
said:
“The organization of revolutionary
political action of the working masses is
the most immediate objective of the
political activities of our Party. In the
past our campaign to this end was cen-

tered around the slogan “For a Labor

'| organic part of the bourgeois state”

By M. C. STEWART

DESERTION AND RETURN,
TO LABOR PARTY ONLY
REFLEX OF T. U. POLICY

Party.” This slogan no longer supplies
a basis for this campaign. Any Labor
Party crystallization at this moment
could have only the AFL unions, the So-
cialist Party and other social-reformist
organizations as a basis, or would be
composed only of those already in sym-
pathy with the Communist Party. A
Labor Party made up of social-fascist
organizations would not mean political
separation of the workers from the
capitalists, but would mean the delivery
of the workers to capitalist politics
under the guise of a Labor Party. The
radicalization of the working masses
which leads definitely to an ideological
scparation of the workers from the cap-
italists turns the Labor Party slogan
into a possible instrument with which
capitalism can attempt to delay this
separation.” (Emphasis mine—MCS)

What monumental delusion there is in
this view, what misunderstanding of the
political situation, what an “incidental
mistake” this is! But the battle against
the Labor Party went on, to terminate
finally in an endorsement of the Labor
Party in 1935, on precisely the basis re-
jected in 1929.

A Little Party
History For The New Line

In July, 1933, the Open Letter said to
the Party, “. . . the danger exists that
the Partly, under the elemental pressure
of the petty bourgeois masses, especial-
ly the masses of farmers, will be switch-
¢d to the ‘wrong track, in the direction
of a Farmer-Labor Party.” And Brow-
der reporting to the Party, in the “Com-~
munist” August 1933, further amplified
the meaning of the Open Letter by
characterizing the Labor Party or a
Farmer Labor Party “as a syndicate or:
trust of all the social-fascist organiza-
tions.” “We want no peace with the
Labor Party idea.”

What was all this ghastly nonsense,
these “incidental mistakes” “which we
have no reason to hide” (but which are
hidden nevertheless), if not the reflec-
tion in the political perspectives, of the
equally ghastly errors in the trade union
orientation? Thus Lozovsky, at the 8th
Plenum of the R.LL.U. (R.ILL.U. Maga-
zine, Feb. 15, 1932).

“There is no need to shout from the
house-tops ‘destroy the unions’ as was
done in Germany. But that we want to
break up the reformist trade unions,
that we want to weaken them, that we
want to explode their discipline, that we
want to wrest from them the workers,
that we want to explode the trade union
apparatus and to destroy it . . . of that
there cannot be the slightest doubt.”

This was the slogan of work “within
the AFL.” If the most immediate ob-
jeet of the Party was the organization
of revolutionary political action, at a
time when the AFL was considered a
company union, as having become “an

(Lozovsky) and a “brake on the left-
ward motion of the masses” then the
AFL had to be exploded, and the Labor
Party, based on the AFL could be also
only a “brake.

Finally came the time when the cor-
rectness of the trade union policy of
forming dual revolutionary unions was
demonstrated by abandoning it. Our
Party leadership in its retreat exhibited
the same strategical capacity that had
gained so little for the CP during the
height of the battle against the AFL and
the Labor Party. At the Eighth Party
convention, says Browder (The Commun-
ist, Feb. 1935) “we put forward the per-
spective of the organization of an Inde-
pendent Federation of Labor, which
would unite the Red trade unions with
the then growing independent unions,
and with the expected movements of
splitting away from the AFL of those
newly organized workers who rejected
the plans of the AFL to split them into
craft unions.”

Why The Independent
Federation Was Mislaid

But, in spite of such foresight this
“realistic perspective” didn’t pan out
because the split movements were “halt-
ed by the concessions granted at the last

Labor Party and Union Line

ATL convention for industrial unions.”

This does not seem, to the Pol Buro,
a sufficient refutation of a ruinous and
ill-advised policy. For “. . . this project
has receded into the background for the
next period” and is abandoned not be-
cause a lesson has been learned, but
because it won’t work just now. In the
name of the cause of unity in the trade
union movement, Browder says “At the
same time we do not propose a general
and immediate abandonment of all in-
dependent revolutionary trade unions.”

What is the mecaning of this? The
Open Letter castigates the Party for not
building the TUUL with better success;
a year and a half later, Comrade Brow-
der lists, with pride, the dissolution into
the AFL, of the National Textile Work-
ers Union, the Steel dual union, the
auto dual union, the dressmakers dual
union, and also proudly says in effect;
but we haven’t abandoned our dual union
perspective.

Our Dl’arty has not yet learned the

"meaning of the fact that “The main

mass of workers had definitely chosen to
try to organize and fight thru the AFL
organizations, even though that meant
also struggle against the official top
leadership,” as Browder has excellently
put it.

The Party cannot attain to complete
health until it drops its distorted views,
until it can present a clear cut and sane
line. This sickly longing for open ultra-
lefism is a dangerous focus of infection.
How it endangers the outlook of the
Party for sane and healthy work in
building a Labor Party, and in playing
a leading role in it, we leave for dis-
cussion to the next instalment.

The t
CONOMIC WEEK

The gradual rise in the business index
for the month of March is mainly due
to the big rise in coal production which,
in turn, influenced the car-loading index.
The fear of a strike caused the speed-
ing up of coal production.

The NRA figures on the number of
unemployed, to be released shortly, will
show an increase since January, 1934.
The explanation for such a condition, ac-
cording to the April 5th issue of Annal-
ist, is as follows: “In those sections of
industrial activity where greatest unem-
ployment exists . . . namely, the heavy
ipdustries, the trend seems to be grad-
ually downward, as shown by the con-
tinued recession in steel ingot produc-
tion.”

While there are still over eleven mil-
lion unemployed in the nation, reports
for February indicate that manufactur-
ing plants operated at an average rate
of 37 hours per week. It doesn’t ap-
pear as though the mere shortening of
hours will eliminate this evil of capital-
ism.

There seems to be something very in-
congruous in the government’s statistics
for 1934 which show an increase of 4%
in employment and 14% in payrolls and
an increase of over 70% in families on
relief.

The report of the Federal Power
Commission states that there are 1883
undeveloped hydro-electric sites capable
of producing 52,628,900 kilowatts or 275,
683,000,000 kilowatt hours: The location
of over 60 per cent of these sites is in
the Pacific northwest and southwest. At
the same time, the “Electrical World”
states that it “looks to the power indus-
try to supply $16 billions of new business
in the next two years, and forecasts
tripling the investment in the indus-
try . ...” Which proves that on pure-
ly cconomic grounds American capital-
ism still has enough resources to make
for a recovery in its structure.

—ECONOMIST.

“THE THINGS WE WANT
TO KNOW”

Duc to pressure for space Bert Wolfe's
ansaers to the questions of an intellectual,
entitled “Things We Want to Know,” is
omitted from this week’s AGE. The next
installment awill appear next week.
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MEN, MONEY and MOTORS--and the A.F. ofL.

By BEN LIPSIGER

“Summary of the situation shows
that the government is gradually
weakening the various union argu-
ments and, if the movement continues,
within a short time labor will place its
future almost entirely in the hands of
the officials of the present administra-
tion. Whether or not this will later
lead to a reverse cycle is problematic.”
|Cram’s Automobile Reports on Labor,
March 2, 1935)

This quotation from the Automobile
Manufacturers’ Journal, to our great
sorrow, sums up the present labor situa-
tion in the automobile industry. All the
press statements, issued by Mr. J. Dil-
lon for the Detroit office of the Auto-
mobile Workers Union, and by Mr.
Green from the Washington headquart-
ers, bear out the above mentioned
esttmate. Reliance on governmental
boards and agencies, rather than the
mobilization and the organization of the
workers inside the auto plants for the
purpose of “striking at the most stra-
tegic time of the production peak, was
the principle guiding the heads of the
A. F. of L. Even in the final communica-
tion sent out on March 1, 1935 to all 176
local unions for the “strike poll,” the
paramount issue was made the abstract
question of collective bargaining alone
and not one of improving the conditions
of the auto workers.

“Until such collective bargaining is
achieved all other issues should be
subordinate to it, because only through
collective bargaining can we hope to
gain our just and reasonable de-
mands.”

IMPROVED CONDITIONS—
MAIN ISSUE

The main issue as far as the auto
workers are concerned is how they can
improve the miserable conditions under
which they slave in this, the “darling,”
industry of American capitalism. Very

few people who are not acquainted with

SPEED-UP, WAGE CUTS
HAVE BROUGHT UNIONS
TO OPEN SHOP DETROIT

the mechanical processes required for
the making of an automobile can con-
ceive the amount of blood, sweat, and
toil that the auto morkers put in to make
the industry what it is today.

The purpose of this article is not to
go into the abuses prevalent in the auto-
motive industry, speed-up, espionage,
discrimination, low wages, long hours in
the busy season, and long periods of un-
employment. The Henderson-Lubin re-
port gives only a glimpse of the condi-
tions in the industry. One must be inside
of the plants, watch the workers follow
the belt line, carefully study the produc-
tion processes generally, see the wear
and tear of the human body, to get an
idea of what conditions really are. The
conditions of the production workers in
the auto plants were always hard, but in
“prosperous”times they at least earned
a wage somewhat higher than in other
industries. Since the crisis, conditions
have constantly grown worse until they
reached the present stage where the
average earning of the auto worker is
less than $900 a year, a wage which be-
gins to approximate the’ dole of the
welfare recipient.

THE AUTO WORKERS
WERE READY TO ACT

It was these unbearable conditions that
laid the basis for unionization in this
open shop industry. Thousands of skill-
ed and semi-skilled production workers,
joined the auto unions in 1933 and 1934.
In the spring of 1934 many thousands of
production workers joined the American
Federation of Labor Federal Local
Unions with the expectation that the
union was going to do something for the
improvement of their conditions.

The AFL, after a lot of dickering, ac-
cepted the infamous Roosevelt-Green

settlement (March 25, 1934) which

actually incorporated the principle of
the shop representation plan and laid the
basis for company unionism in the auto
plants.

THE RACE BETWEEN COMPANY
UNIONS AND LABOR UNIONS

The employers, utilizing the settlement
of March 25, 1934 and sensing the re-
sentment of the workers with this set-
tlement, began a drive to weaken and
demoralize the existing labor unions in
their plants. Realizing that the old style
company unions would not work very
well at present, they have sponsored and
organized a number of independent
“unions” the Associated Automobile
Workers Union and others, have carried
on a carefully -planned and systematic
campaign to split away a number of local
unions from the AFL in Detroit, Flint,
and Lansing. But this move on the part
of the employers was only preparatory
to the general scheme worked out by the
employers in conjunction with the Auto-
mobile Labor Board to completely des-
troy the labor unions and substitute for
them the “new” unionism, the system
of the so-called works councils, employee
representation plan, based on the “de-
mocratic” form of proportional represen-
tation, worked out so elaborately by the
ex-radical who is chairman of the Na-
tional Auto Labor Board, Mr. Leo Wol-
man.

The issues were clearcut and extended
far beyond the scope of the automobile
industry. The auto manufacturers got
the full support of the Roosevelt ad-
ministration. The approval given by the
administration to the policies pursued by
the National Automobile Labor Board
with their fraud election conducted in
various automobile plants established in
principle the right of the government to
provide for the workers the agency
through which the government will
supervise and “protect” the interests of
the workers.

This Auto code worked out by the

French Un

The break-up of the United Front in:

France between the CP and SP would
be a major disaster, not only for the
French workers, but for the workers of
the whole world. Certain events in the
past two weeks have, unfortunately,
made this more than a remote possibil-
ity. At the moment of writing, the
United Front has reached a very critical
point in its existence. The present situa-
tion flows directly out of the basic weak-
ness characterizing the official United
Front agreement between the CP and
SP. These weaknesses against which the
ICO raised a sharp voice of warning
have not been overcome in the course
of time. On the contrary they have
become more intensified until now they
threaten the very life of the United
Front. What were these weaknesses?

First, and above all, the CP agreed to
a “non-aggression” pact. Communist
criticism of the United Front and the
presentation of Communist principles
was not to be allowed at joint meetings
and demonstration.

Second, the CP agreed to fight for the
defense of democratic rights as such.
There was no distinction made between
bourgeois democratic rights (which could
also include democratic rights for cap-
italists) and democratic rights from the
class viewpoint of the proletariat.

Third, the United Front was formed
organizationally, on the bases of the
political parties as such, ie, CP and
SP. No mention was made of the masses
behind the political organizations.

Fourth, the CP agreed upon the de-
mand of the SP to exclude the question
of the use of strikes as political
weapons.

But That‘s The
Non-Aggression Pact

These weaknesses have driven on re-
lentlessly to & weakening of the United
Front. The possibility of overcoming
them in time, of exposing the continuous
sabotage of the right wing of the SP
(Froissard & Co.) against the United
Front, of drawing in the trade unions
behind the United Front, of winning the
social democratic workers away from
the illusions of bourgeois democracy, of
raising the United Front to ever higher
levels (which is always necessary, for a
United Front that doesn’t advance, goes
back), depends upon the CP speaking
out openly and clearly, and critically if
necessary at every stage of the develop-
ment of the United Front. But this is
exactly what the CP agreed not to do.
Every slight departure from the strict
letter of the agreemnt has been met by
the outraged howls of the rights. And
unfortunately the CP has meekly sub-
sided on most occasions. On the other
hand progressively sharper and sharper
acts of sabotage by the rights have
aroused all to little criticism on the part
of the CP. But that’s the non-aggression
pact!

Examine the question more concretely.
Take the question of the relation of the
trade unions to the United Front. The
reformist unions (C.G.T.) contain the
great mass of the organized workers, at
least 75%. Yet it is not a false evalua-
tion to say that, for the most part, the
C.G.T. has been used by the rights as a
reserve force against the United Front.
The lefts have relatively a very small

ited Front

By JIM CORK (PARIS)

NON- AGGRESSION PACT
HAS 11D THE HANDS
OF COMMUNIST PARTY

This is due basically to the great ideo-
logical weakness and backwardness of
the C.G.T. (The ultra-left T.U. course
of the 3rd period also made its contribu-
tion). Sections of the C.G.T. are not un-
influenced by the neo-socialists (recently
split off section of SP with Fascist ten-
dencies) or even by Flandin. Remember
also, historically, the strong syndicalist
anti-political tendency of the C.G.T.
These ideological weaknesses have been
cxploited by the rights for their own
purposes, i.e., against the United Front.
In Amiens, for instance, quite recently
the CP and SP jointly called for a coun-
ter-attack against fascist-terrorist bands
sent out centrally over the countryside
to teach the “reds” the beauties of the
new fascist culture. The C.G.T. heads
at Amiens published broadsides instruct-
ing the workers, “Keep off the streets.
Don’t show up. Nothing will happen.”
The C.G.T. remained away. There were
many broken Communist and Socialist
heads in Amiens on that demonstration
day.

Trade Union Unity
Grows In France

Another instance of how the rights
are trying to use the C.G.T. On March
18, Jouhaux, speaking at a C.G.T. meet-
ing, viciously attacked communism and
the Soviet Union. Discussing the war
situation, he attacked the proposition of
the class duty of all workers to defend
the Soviet Union saying: “I am against
all wars. A war in which the S.U. is in-
volved is no different from the rest.” On
the direct and immediate questions of
United Front action and especially
unity between the C.G.T. and the Com-
munist—organized C.G.T.U. (directing
himself to the offer of unity made by
the C.G.T.U. as well as the R.IL.U.)
Jouhaux had to proceed a little more
carefully. He was forced against his
own grain by pressure from below to
say he would agree to consider and dis-
cuss and consider. He was forced be-
cause 1,200 local unions (600 each of
C.G.T. and C.G.T.U.) have united into
600 “Unified Syndicates” containing
about 120,000 workers, chiefly railway
workers (90,000). This represents a lit-
tle more than 10% of the combined
C.G.T. and C.G.T.U. forces. The move-
ment for unity is proceeding below. So
it isn’t as if the CP hasn’t a base to
work upon. But to broaden this base,
which will be impossible without a head-
on collision with the rights, demands the
possibility for the CP of discussion and
criticism. But there’s the non-aggres-
sion pact again! And the drawing in of
the C.G.T. which for the most part is
not behind the United Front, will be an
impossibility under this non-aggression
pact.

Forces Against
The United Front
Then the question of the struggle for
“democratic rights.” The extreme right,
Froissard & Co., and also the center,

Wears Thin

the very beginning. They have come out
for the necessity of supporting and even
taking part in a bourgeois government
as a supposed defense against fascism.
A United Front with the bourgeoisie
means, of course, the smashing of the
proletarian United Front. The rights
especially (and also Blum less directly)
are consciously driving in this direction
by exploiting the differences on democ-
racy between Socialists and Commun-
ists. How serious the situation has be-
come is evidenced by the 555-9 vote on
the French-Italian Pact, the Socialists
voting unanimously with the govern-
ment. The rights, again exploiting these
differences, are trying to drive a wedge
in the United Front in regard to the
question of the two-years compulsory
military service.

Especially unfortunate is the weaken-
ed position of the CP under the non-
aggression pact in view of the increas-
ingly prominent role played by the left
SP’s under Pivert and Zromski. The
lefts have fought whole-heartedly for
the United Front. They alone have con-
sistently attacked the sabotage of the
rights. They have tried to raise the
United Front to a higher level. It is a
sad commentary on the state of affairs
when we consider the fact that it was
the left SP’s and not the CP that openly
raised the following demands:

1. Common membership meetings of
both parties to discuss all questions af-
fecting the United Front.

2. The necessity of broadening the
base of the united front by drawing in
the Trade Union masses.

3. The building of common workers
defense corps against the growing
Fascist terror.

Only recently Pivert came out against
Blum, with what has been to date the
sharpest attack ag#inst the right and
center. He denounced the slogan
“Defense of the Republican Fatherland
against Fascism” as well as the more
general slogan “Defense of the Father-
land” under capitalism, and came out
sharply against Socialist support of the
Franco-Italian Pact. And in this sharp-
ening of the fight within the SP the CP
can not play the progressive role that
it ought. Further the left SP leaders
appear as the real militants to those
Social Democrats workers that are mov-
ing left. Many are moving towards Com-
munism. But the lefts are not Commun-
ists yet—still Social Democrats. And if
the process is not to stop at some half-
way house, then the CP must be able
to play a more flexible, open, and critic-
al role. But there’s the non-aggression
pact!

Such, in conclusion is the havoc that
the non-aggression pact has wrought.
Creeping paralysis slowly overtaking
the United Front, and that at a time
when fascism is potentiously spreading
its influence slowly but surely over the
countryside. This situation can be re-
medied only by bursting the strangling
bonds of the non-aggression pact..and
that speedily, otherwise the United
Front is doomed, and with its destrue-
tion Fascism takes a big step forward.

Let the CP learn this and act speedily.
The alternative to the “united front from
below” is not the united front at all
costs. That is the chief lesson that the

Blum, has interpreted this in charac-

influence in the reformist Trade Unions.

teristic Social Democratic fashion fromjlearn from the experience in France.

international communist movement can

GOVERNMENT JOINS THE
MOTOR KINGS TO BUILD
THE COMPANY UNIONS

manufacturers was renewed by President
Roosevelt in November for ninety days.
On January 31st the President, without
giving a hearing to the representatives of
labor, overruled the decisions of the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board, and with-
out even consulting the Secretary of
Labor, Miss Perkins, renewed the code
until June 16th, the time fixed for the
expiration of the NRA.

THE PLANS OF

THE EMPLOYERS

The automobile manufacturers, know-
ing that the workers will no longer
tolerate the present conditions, (lower
wages, speed-up, unsanitary conditions,
and prolonged periods of unemploy-
ment), and desiring to forestall possible
action on the part of the workers, start-
ed the production season earlier than
last season. They speeded-up production
to the maximum point possible. They
made vague promises as to the extension
of the production period. At the same
time the employers maintained the
miserable, existing low wages, the long
hours, and inhuman speed-up. They
focussed the attention of the auto work-
crs on the plant elections, set by the Wol-
man National Automobile Board. They
timed these elections carefully and made
it appear tn the workers that through
the employee representation plan and
so-called proportional representation, the
workers would be able to redress their
grievances without the need of “paying
money” to bona fide labor unions,

The Wolman Labor Board worked hand
in glove with the employers, and laid,
systematic plans for the formation of a
national works council. On April 1st, a
meeting was held at the Coliseum in
Detroit where Mr. Richard L. byrd, the
“labor” member of the Board, and Mr.
Richard T. Frankensteen, secretary of
the official bargaining agency for the
employees of the Dodge Brothers Corp.,
openly came out as the spokesmen for
the employers. Mr. Frankensteen virtual-
ly urged the workers to accept lower
wages in order to allow the auto
manufacturers to meet outside competi-
tion.

Mr. Byrd was very anxious to maintain
the national wotks council plan and to
give it the appcarance of a political as-
sembly, where the collective bargaining
agencies of the industry could be main-
tained on a comparable basis. He stated
that “the way in which unions can gain
respect is in an organization in which all
unions can cooperate.”

The plan of the cmployers is to
further integrate this national works
council movement. Mr. Frankensteen an-
nounced that within a few wecks there

would be a meeting of the Officers Club,

composed of officials of the bargaining
agencies, actually setting up a duplicate
of the district councils of the United
Automobile Workers Union.

The automobile manufacturers used
the double edged sword in dealing with
the labor problem. While their hench-
men were talking about setting up a
“political assembly,” where the workers
would get a full dose of “democracy,”
they proceeded to weed out and snipe
off every active trade-unionist in their
plants. Workers were discriminated
against and fired from their jobs for
talking unionism to their shopmates
during lunch time. There were many
cases where the mere attendance at a
union meeting was sufficient to be thrown
out of employment.

_There was an idea and a system to'the
viciousness of the employers. Their plan
was to precipitate and localize strike
action. The strike of the wet sanders in
the Fisher Body Plant at Lansing, Mich.
and of the maintainance men in the Mur-
ray Body Plant in Detroit were really
lockouts, aimed to snipe off the advance
guard before the other sections of the
auto workers were mobilized and ready
for action.

STRIKE ACTION—ONLY
EFFECTIVE ANSWER

The only effective answer the United
Automobile Workers Union could give
in a situation like this was to feverish-
ly prepare and mobilize the workers in
the automobile and auto-parts plants for
a general strike movement in the entire
industry. Real preparation, based on de-
mands for increased wages, shorter hours
in the production peak period, better
safety and sanitary conditions in the
plants, would make it possible to rally
all sections of the auto workers for im-
mediate action.

While no one should minimize or
underestimate the strength of the auto-
mobile manufacturers, the most power-
ful combination of American industrial
and finance capital, there was a pos-
sibility of getting some concessions from
the employers by using proper strategy
of action.

The highly developed mechanism in the
production of automobiles,- makes it pos-
sible in the peak of the production
period to halt production at the strategic
points in the auto parts plants, the body
plants and assembly lines. Should a
vigorous organizational campaign be
carried on around the most outstanding
issues affecting the auto workers and
were strike action properly timed, the
auto workers could get an increase in
wages this season and establish a
stronger unionized base in the industry.

In the next article, we will deal with
the policies pursued by the organizers
of the A. F. of L., by the Socialist Par-
ty, the official Communist Party and will
also indicate the perspectives and the
tasks ahead.

THEY'RE ON

By BROTHER BILL

Will the native American worker ever
go Communist? If so, how long will it
be before he catches up to us? How far
back on the trail is he? We must find
out what he is thinking about today—
for he is thinking-—and why. We will
go out to the great industrial districts
of the Middle-West, where, for little
more than one momentous generation,
he has ‘been trooping in from the farm
to the mines and factories, there to be
moulded with Europeans into the prole-
tariat of today. We shall find him under
the social hammer of industry, being
pounded into a new shape, lashed into
vague comprehension, slowly adjusting
himself to a world which he did not
fore-see. And you will find in this man
qualities distinctly his own. For so
quickly has come the change for him,
that the prairie is still in his eye, the
West is still in his words, and a frontier
in his mind. He brings with him tradi-
tions of action, equality, calculation. He
brings no patience born of long suffer-
ings, as does his European brother, to
ease his bonds. This man, once his mind
clears, will tear at his chains as no class
ever did in history.

“I Ain’t No Red
—Let’s Revolt!”

“We want no Communist speakers
around here,” said an as yet loyal Repub-
lican to me, as he handed me a Com-
munist leaflet. “Come on boys, I want
every man to take one of these; every
man.” He stood at the door as we filed
out. His leaflet presented demands on
the city council for relief for the unem-
ployed. How the leaflets came to his
hands is a mystery to me. I took one
back te him a week later; proved its
origin. He defended it: “Well, anyhow,
it’s a damned good leaflet!”

Or listen to a discussion of the Gov-
ernment and its promises to labor:
“Well,” says a broad Southern voice,
“What happens up there in Washington
is not so clear, but this is how it looks
to me while it’s happenig: You’re about
to go out; you're going on strike at last,
and everything is going strong with
your union. The bosses are feeling the
pressure and spirit is high. The Govern-
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TIDE IS RISING

everything will be squared up. You
send ’em. For a few days nobody knows
anything about what’s going on, but we
know the bosses won’t give in, and we
teel sure of a fight. Then—we get word
from Washington that we’re to stay on
the job; nothing else; that’s all. And in
a couple more days we get some more
word—they’re going to arbitrate some
more. There ain’t going to be no show-
down after all. So we wait, and wait, and
finally forget all about it. When your
men go up there to arbitrate it’s just
like rain starting to fall without a single
cloud in the sky; nobody knows how, or
why, but it comes down, and the whole
thing is washed up in that funny rain.”

The boys are talking. They now have
things to talk about. Come into an auto
workers’ discussion on collective bargain-
ing—that ncw puzzler to the American
working man. We are all good union
men, militant union men. “Would we
break a contract with our bosses in order
to help another union?” someone asks.
The devout little Catholic gentleman rises
immediately: “We would not! Under no
circumstances! Never! It would be our
sacred obligation not to do so!” Haw,
haw, haw! laugh the others.

These men have a mind, a mass mind
which is often very clear. They are out
ahead of their national leaders in their
estimate of the present situation. They
invariably declare: “The Government?
Oh, we’re through with the Government!
We had enough of that; didn’t we? The
government is in with the bosses. Can’t
you see that?”

“There is nothing going to do any
good till we bust the whole thing wide
open.” That is the verdict.

But the boys are due for a let-down.
They are.not through with the Govern-
ment. Their leaders complacently nose
around up there with the Government.
And they are already suspecting as
much. They jest about those leaders and
smile, as you would smile at a person
at prayer, praying for the end of the
depression,

Come here to the Middle-West and you
will feel the slow loosening of a savage
force. Someday, after he has followed
energetically a thousand mistaken roads,
this American man, driven by inevitable

ment is pleading for peace; says if you

will send your leaders to Washington

circumstances, will find the right road.
And when he does—look out.
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STACHEL FIGHTS TO KEEP THE “LEFT”
IN LOCAL 22 IN SECTARIAN ISOLATION

Lipnak’s Gesture Toward A
Correct Line Squelched
By T. U. “Expert”

In the Daily Worker of Tuesday, April
9, 1935, there appears an article by Sol
Lipnak, who is described as a “leading
member” of the “Left” group (that is,
of the Communist Party forces), in
Dressmakers Union Local 22 of the I
L.G.W.U. In this union the progressive
forces recently scored an overwhelming
victory over a combination of the C.P.
followers and the reactionaries of the
“Club.,” Immediately after its victory,
the progressive administration initiated
a determined drive for the unification of
the ranks of the dressmakers in the
union. In the article referred to, Lip-
nak attempts to answer the question of
what should be the policy of the “Left”
group in the face of the post-election
situation. And the conclusion he comes
to is virtually an offer of conditional co-
operation with the administration. He
says:

“If the present administration will
conduct a stryggle to improve the con-
ditions of the dressmakers, we will
not only cooperate with the adminis-
tration but we will be in the first
ranks to help conduct these strug-
gles.”

We are not now examining exactly
what these words may mean in prac-
tise. But for a spokesman of the “Left”
group merely to speak of cooperating
with the “Lovestoneite” administration
in any form, under any circumstances,

is progress enough and should certainly

be welcomed!

Three days later, in the Daily Worker
of April 12, 1935, Jack Stachel, the trade
union “expert” of the C.P. writes on the
same subject, obviously in the name of
the party leadership. And what does he
say? After some flashy “analysis” and
spurious “self-criticism”, he comes to
the point—and completely repudiates
the tentative, hesitating, half-hearted ap-
proaches to a more constructive attitude
contained in the Lipnak article. Says
Stachel:

“The united front established in the
last elections (i.e., the alliance of the
‘Left> group and the reactionary
‘Club’) must be consolidated but on
the basis of a clear-cut fighting pro-
gram against the Dubinsky-Hochman-
Zimmerman machine. Undoubtedly
these renegades will try to make
‘peace’ manouvers which in words
cost very little. Such manouvers
must be exposed . . . The slogans of
the dressmakers must not be merely
‘unity’, which means in the mouth of
the Zimmermans ‘unity’ in the capi-
tulation before the bosses and the
Dubinskys-Hochmans. This is a trap
that the Zimmermans will try to pre-
pare for the united front.”

The contrast between the trend of the
two articles—three days apart—could
not be greater! What does it mean?

It means that the members and fol-
lowers of the “Left” group in Local 22,
appreciating to some degree the real
lesson of the elections, are beginning to
see that the big masses of the dress-
makers will no longer tolerate destruc-

tive opposition or unprincipled combina-
tions. The demand for unity is becom-
ing irresistible among the dressmakers
and it is but natural that it should find
some echo in the “Left” group iiself.
Lipnak’s article is a reflection of this
sentiment which, there is reason to be-
lieve, is fairly widespread among the
“Left” group followers.

So completely lost is the leadership
of the C. P. in the corrupting spirit of
sectarianism, that it actually regards
this new and more constructive attitude
on the part of its followers in Local 22
with fear and suspicion. Unity and con-
structive qooperation would spell disas-
ter for this leadership and its political
course. The Gnity moods in the “Left”
group of Local 22 must therefore, be
scotched before it is too late! Stachel’s
article is not merely a formal repudia-
tion of Lipnak’s hesitating advance; it is
a call to another crusade against “Love-
stoneism” .in Local 22, to another reck-
less offensive against the progressive
movement, against the most elementary
interests of the dressmakers!

Is it possible for any sincere C.P.
member or sympathizer to view this sit-
uation and yet not feel the deepest con-
cern at the depth to which his party has
fallen under its present leadership that
it should stand forth as the enemy of
workers unity, openly resisting the de-
mand of its own followers in the unions
for a healthier and more responsible pol-
icy?

This whole situation furthermore
should make the adherents of the “Left”
group in Local 22 pause and think. Un-
der the whip of Stachel they are about
to be driven into another blind-alley, in-
to another morass from which there is

no way out. It is not yet too late for
them to make their voices heard!

HERMAN TO TEACH
TRADE UNIONISM IN
SCHOOL SESSION

The two classes being given in the New
Workers School on Thursday night, Funda-
mentals of Communism and American Com-
munism from the Sixth to the Seventh World
Congress, will begin on Thursday, April
25th. Bert Wolfe's course, Nature of Capital-
ist Crists, begins on Friday, May 3rd. All
other classes begin the week of .1pril 15th.
Registration is now taking place.

There is no question facing the labor
movement in America which is of greater
significance to that movement than the
determination of the road which the
trade unions are to follow in the coming
years. The question of conservative
unionism versus progressive unionism,
the attitude of the trade union movement
towards the NRA, the question of dual
unionism, craft versus industrial union-
ism, the recent growth of the trade
unions and the influx of over a million
hitherto unorganized and essentially un-
skilled and semi-skilled workers, the
menace of company unionism and of
government supervision of the trade
unions—these are but a few of the num-
erous problems demanding clarification.

The historical attitude of the Com-
munist International towards the trade
union movement, the recent turn of the
C.P. towards the liquidation of dual
unoinism, as well as the trade union
line of the Socialist Party, or rather the
lines of the various, groups and wings in
the S.P., are likewise issues of import-
ance for the revolutionary movement.

The New Workers School is offering
in the Spring term a course, “Problems
of American Trade Unionism”, given by
B. Herman, Associate Director of the
School, which will discuss these issues,
and offer a solution in the form of a
constructive and progressive policy to
be pursued in the trade unions. The
course will be given on Tuesdays at
7 p. m. Registration is now open.

Books of the Age

by Bertram D. Wolfe

GRANDSONS, by Louis Adamic.
per & Bros. 370 pp. $2.50.

This novel traces the fate of three
grandsons of Anton Gale, Yugoslav im-
migrant who was killed in the Haymar-
ket bomb explosion. One of them fol-
lows the labor tradition of his grandfa-
ther and is lynched by vigilantes while
organizing California agricultural work-
ers into the IL.W.W. Another becomes a
racketeer and ends up in a fusilade of
bullets in a gang war. The third be-
comes a rootless, neurotic newspaper
man and writes, restlessly tearing up
and down America in quest of some
meaning to his own life and the life of
his country; is overwhelmed by the
stresses of our time and his own inner
strains, suffers amnesia, and dies of a
lung hemorrhage, aftermath of gassing
during the war.

From his notes, Adamic (the“I” of the
novel) writes the story of Anton Gale’s
three grandsons. Through the story

Har-

runs the constant preoccupation of both
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writers, the real and the fictitious one,
with the problem of America, its phys-
ical beauly and grandeur, its crudeness
and instability, its clashing dream and
reality, its revolutionary traditions, its
headline-ridden, ruthless capitalist pres-
ent, and the mighty potentialities of its
socialist future.

But the theme is too big for the story
—as a novel it suffers by virtue of the
overheavy freight of social discussion.
As sociological essay it suffers from the
insufficient scope of the novelesque ma-
terial used and somewhat from the in-
adequate equipment of the author. Ad-
amic is still wrestling with the form of
the novel (it is his first). And he is
still wrestling with his conception of
America. Till he gets that straight in
his own mind, not only his characters,
but his work itself is bound to have a
touch of incoherence. After all, his
theme is sufficient to stump more experi-
enced novelists and sociologists. But
Adamic is the kind of fellow who will
keep wrestling with it. And, in the
midst of so much competent triviality,
it is something even to aim at bigness.

NEGRO INTELLIGENCE AND SELEC-
TIVE MIGRATION, by Otto Kline-
berg. Columbia Univ. Press. 64pp.
$1.25.

A technical study of intelligence tests
given to Northern and Southern Negroes
and migrants from the South after
varying periods of residence in the
North, tending to show that the dif-
ferences found in performance among
Whites and Negroes in the country as
a whole are traceable to the inferior
educational and cultural opportunities of
the Negro people in the South. “The
results give definitetindication of a mark-
ed difference between northern and
southern Negroes, as well as of a clear
tendency for northern Negroes—at least
in New York—to approach closely the
results obtained by Whites.” This is
the main conclusion of the book. The
author further points out that even in

New York, where the Negro is perhaps
teast handicapped, he still has less op-
portunity for development than the
White.

The book is quite technical and aca-
demically cautious, but of definite value
in undermining the theory of racial in-
feriority which some prejudiced “inves-
tigators” have drawn from intelligence
tests, school gradings, etc.

L e
LABOR GROUPS WILL PRESENT
DRAMA FESTIVAL

Drama hot from the griddle of the
depression years will be presented at
the Labor Drama Festival in which the
drama groups of.Rebel Arts, Young Cir-
cle League, Brookwood Labor College
and the IL.G.W.U. are participating.
Three different shows will be given at
the New School for.Social Research, 66
West 12th Street, on the evening of Sat-
urday, April 20, and the afternoon and
evening of Sunday, April 21.

FORD SPRINGS TO THE DEFENSE OF
HARLEM GOD, USES LENIN AS SHIELD

Mild Criticism Brings Blast
Against Detractors Of
“Father” Divine

Bitter experience has convinced us
that there is absolutely no depth of in-
tellectual degradation or political inde-
cency to which the Communist Party
leaders are not ready to sink in the reck-
less adventurism that has characterized
their course for the last six years. But
occasionally we come upon a horrible
example that fairly makes our hair stand
on end! Such is the nauseating defense
of “Father” Divine contained in an ar-
ticle by James W. Ford in the Daily
Worker of April 11, 1935.

“Father Divine is the head of one
of those weird, exotic cults infesting Har-
lem, rank outgrowths of unhealthy so-
cial conditions. Among its rivals this
sect is distinguished by its wild insist-
ence on the actual personal divinity of
the “Father”, by its grotesque carica-
ture of the early Christian community—
and by the utter cynicism with these
“spiritual” elements are utilized to pro-
mote a variety of crude rackets calcu-
lated to coin the blind fanaticism of its
devotees into good hard cash!

It is with this loathsome personage,

At First Glance

(Continued from Page 1)

that in four of the last five years the
U. S. has imported more foodstuffs than
in has exported. The forces making for
this reversal of trend are numerous and
complicated. The drift towards “nation-
al self-sufficiency,” the rising war
danger, the changed position of the U.S.
in the world arena (from debtor to
creditor country), are only some of the
most potent forces at work here.

One very valuable lesson is to be
drawn from the collapse of the entire
Roosevelt relief program. It is simply
this: Not even the killing of six mil-
lion little pigs, nor the plowing up of
ten million acres of cotton can, funda-
mentally or for long, alter the trend of
world prices, the cost of basic com-
modities whose prices are fixed in the
world market and not by the President
in his fireside talks. Deficits, debts and
despair are the only lasting fruit of the
brainstorms of Wallace who is the bat-
tery of intelligence in the Roosevelt ad-
ministration. World - wide economic
forces, often operating behind our backs,
especially behind the backs of those who
can’t see what’s going on around them,
are sooner rather than later, bound to
prove far more powerful than even the
craftiest manipulators.

* * *

UT in behalf of accuracy and truth

we must rush to emphasize that it
would he rank dishonesty on our part to
say that everybody now sees thru the
New Deal and the NRA. A notable and
notorious exception is the New Leader,
organ of the Socialist Party of the
States of New York, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, etc., etc. One of the rare
prayers offered in behalf of the NRA we
just ran across in this mouthpiece of
decayed socialism. We call upon its
author, “Comrade” Chester Wright, arch
war-booster in 1917 and now a feature
writer on this sheet, to tell his know-
ledge-hungry readers: “Watchman, what
of the night. . . . A powerful cabal is

“Father” Divine, that the Communist
Party leaders found it quite possible to
conclude a formal united front about a
year ago, at the time that the A. F. of
L. was still being branded a “company
union” and the Socialist Party was still
a “social-Fascist” organization! And so
we had the revolting spectacle of ban-
ners inscribed “Father Divine is God”,
“Peace in our Father Divine,” in the
Communist Party anti-war demonstra-
tion last June!

But apparently even this was not
enough! In a series of otherwise in-
different articles about Harlem, Oakley
Johnson happened to attack “Father”
Divine, characterizing his enterprise as
a “spiritual racket.” Surely mild enough!
But evidently too much for James W.
Ford! Rushing to the defense of his
companion-at-arms in the united front,
he takes Oakley Johnson severely to
task for his “unpardonable blunder.”
“The Communist Party,” Ford assures
us, “decisively rejects this statement
(the attack on Divine) and repudiates
it.” James W. Ford, who can find no
words indecent enough for such men as
DuBois or Walter White, delicately
strains at branding that monstrous cult-
leader, Divine, a “spiritual racketeer!”

And Ford even has brazen audacity tv
attempt to cover his enormity with quo-
tations from Lenin! Lenin urges care
and common-sense in approaching work-
ers still burdened with religious preju-
dice and so Ford cannot tolerate a rela-
tively mild attack on a half-lunatic, half-
racketeer, whose degrading influence in
Harlem is one of the most menacing
forces in the life of the community!
Merely to mention Lenin for such a pur-
pose is an unpardonable insult to that
great revolutionist!

The whole episode is an open chal-
lenge to the masses of the membership
of the Communist Party and the work-
ers who look to it for guidance. It is in
your name, members and sympathizers
of the Communist Party, that Ford
wages his holy war in defense of that
spiritual pervert, “Father” Divine. It
is in your name that he and his like
are turning Communism into a thing of
contempt and ridicule for large sec-
tions of thinking workers. . How long
are you going to stand for it?

organized to defeat NRA. About that
there is no mistake. . . . Those who want
N RA to continue aren’t very well organ-
§ze_d for the job, thinking, perhaps, that
it isn’t necessary. If the big Wall Street
gang _is as strong as it thinks it is, then
organized effort will be surely and sorely
needed among those who want NRA in
a decent form, to prevent a recurrence
of jungle competition.”

Or]eal is right. Between this sausage
“socl_alism" and Bolshevism there is an
unbridgeable gap, a cleavage that can’t

-be overcome. While granting this much,

we are provoked to ask a couple of ques-
tions, or rather to suggest a couple of
question for the rank and file comrades
in the S.P. to pose and ponder. How
come that such idiocy creeps into a paper
on the accredited list of the S.P. press?
Is it in the interest of preserving
harmony and unity with Oneal, Cahan,
and Wright that this claptrap is given
the “kosher” stamp by Thomas? Does
the N.E.C. of the SP still think that the
NRA (in a decent form, of course!) is a
step towards socialism, .democratically,
legally, and peacefully secured? Our
columns are open to SP comrades for
answering these questions.

GREET THE MAY DAY

of 1935.

Organizations, Comrades, Sympathizers!

Help us get out an enlarged edition of the Workers -Age for May Day
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51 West 14 Street

NEW WORKERS SCHOOL

TRAINING FOR THE CLASS STRUGGLE

SPRING TERM

8 Weeks Registration Now Open
SCHOOLS BEGINS APRIL 15
[
COURSES
Monday 7 P. M.
DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM AND THE LIFE OF MAN—
Will Herberg .......coviiiineieinnnnnnrnnns e eieeeieaas $2.50
Tuesday 7 P. M. ]
PROBLEMS OF AMERICAN TRADE UNIONISM—
B. Herman ......ccuiiniiiniennennreerneranennnennennnn $2.00
Tuesday 8.40 P. M.
THEORETICAL -SYSTEM OF MARXISM—M. C. Stewart .... $2.00
Thursday 7 P. M.
FUNDAMENTALS OF COMMUNISM—D. Benjamin ........ $2.00
Thursday 8.40 P. M.
AMERICAN COMMUNISM FROM 6th TO 7th WORLD CON-
GRESS-—Jay Lovestone ..........oueiuiuineennnneneennns $2.00
Friday 8 P. M.
THE NATURE OF CAPITALIST CRISIS—Bert Wolfe ...... $2.50

NEW WORKERS SCHOOL

For further information write to the School at P. O. Box 68, Station O.

New York City
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