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The most oft-repeated and loudest-proclaimed word in the 
~reed of the Boy Scouts is OBEDIENCE-obedience to the 
master whoever he b~mployer, army officer, scab-herder, or 
white guard scoundrel. The psychology of the Fascisti is the 
:psychology of the boy scout. What is most treacherous of all, 
the young fellows are taken in when their minds are extremely 
plastic; when they will believe anything told them in all 
solemnity by some older person; they are screwed up to patri
()tic fever-heat and are told whatever they do under the com
mand of their leaders is for "their" country, for "their" home 
.and "their" flag. In that frame of mind the yong fellows can 
be lead to do anything, and the impression made lasts through 
their entire lives. And yet workers will leave their children to 
the tender mercy of scout leaders to be used some dag against 
themselves. 

THE CHILDREN MUST ORGANIZE 

WE must not stop at trying to organize the youth of the 
working class 14 years of age and over; there are milliond 
of children, who, if we do not endeavor to interest in our 

movement, will be left to the mercy of the capitalist teachers 
and Sunday schools. 

There was at one time a fairly well developed Socialist Sun
day School movement in this country, even though it was in
fused so much with Christian socialism. There are yet scat
tered all over the country groups of junior, or children's organ
izations, supervised either 'by Workers Party 'members or mem
bers Cif the Young Workerl3 League. But there is no unity of 
purpose; no generalupde~aI1ding of what is wanted. And 
the scope of the work is very limited. Not even one-tenth of 
the children of the members and sympathizers of the Workers 
Party are in these children's sections. No energetic attempt 
has been made to enrole the children. 

This is a sad state of affairs when we examine the way the 
problem is handled by the workers' movements in other parts 
of the world. They al ~have some form of children's organiza
tion. In Sweden, Norway, Germany, Russia, France, England 
these are well-functioning bodies with periodicals written for 
and by the children-·"The Junge Genosse (The Young Com
rade) of Germany is a model for papers of this kind. It is pro
fusely illustrated with pictures that interest the worker's chil
dren. The articles are well written and teach the children their 
true position in society, without becoming morose. They teach 
them that they are the children of a class who will inherit the 
world---1but they must fight for it. We have much experience 
-of others-to rely on. 

'But we must get to work. We can build up a children's or 
junior section-either under the direction of the Young W ork
ers League or the Workers Party. The question should be 
thorQugbly discUssed, and what is primarily ·ll.'e~sary, a sur
vey of the immediate conditions of this problem in the various 
cities in which our Leagues are organized should be made and 
conclusions arrived at so that at our second national conven
tion something definite can be done. Every moment that we 
leave those children who we can get into our .ranks remain 
under the tutelage of the capitalists, means we shall have to 
fight so many days, weeks and months harder in later years 
to win these future workers for the worker's cause. 

Just last year the first International CQnference of Children'S 
Section was held and a definite program was laid down for this 
work. The worker's children of the United States were not 
represented. Another <conference of t.ne ,same .kind is .contem
plated; and there the children's sections of the American revolu
tionary movement should be represented so that it may take 
part as an actively functioning body. 

stISSOI·BILL JD. 
SAYS: 

"How jealous Mus
solini, the fascisti 
dictator would be 
if he saw Gompers 
in a- boy scout un
iform." 

* * * 
"Who did you study about in Sunday school this morning:-

queried the visiting minister of Scissor Bill Jr's younger brother. 
"About God." was the response. 
"But you have heard a lot about God before, haven't you!" 
"Yes, sir, when dad is putting on the spare tire em a Ford." 

* * * 
"William" said the teacher, "if coal is selling for $14 a ton 

and your .father orders $65. worth, how many tons will the coal 
m.an brb\g?" 

"A little over three tons." said William promptly. 
"Why. William that is not tight." said the teacher. 
"No, ma'm, I knuw it ain't right," said William. "But they do 

it any way." 

* * * 
''Well, little chap." said the stranger in the family. picking 

up one of the children. "What are you going to be when you be
come a man!" 

"Nuffin· ... was the reply. 
"Nothing!" cried the'stranger in hqrror,' "you should strive 

even while young to be a great man when you grow up. ''Why 
do you say nothing!" 

"Because," replied the child. "I'm. a girl." 

* * * 
"A YOWL in New York reads the February issue of the 

Young Worker and came running into his YWL Branch waving 
the paper above his head. 

"This is an outrage!" he shouted. "The Young Worker is 
talking about the Subsidy Bill too much. That is only propa
ganda for the shpping interests." 

"Where does it say anything about the Subsidy Bill?" asked 
one. 

"Right here!" pointed the furious YOWL. 
"That isn't 'Subsidy Bill'. that is Scissor Bill Jr. 

* * * 
Employment Agent: - What is your occupation. young man! 
Young Worker: - Cement mixer. sir. 
- Good! Just the man for the vacency I have in mind. 

1st Yowl: "What do you think of Scissor Bill. Jr.? Don't you 
think he is dumb?" 

2nd Yowl: "Dumb! He is so dumb that he thinks the class 
struggle is a wrestling match."-From the "Voice of Labor." 

In Chicago, Scissor Bill Jr. is recognized as a very important 
personage. and -has received comment from some of the lea~ing 
labor 10urnaLs -of the city. Why is it .that notl1ing is -said of 
him in New York? Is he never in that city? No one ha.s Seen 
him there. "The reason that I have not been noticed in New 
York." says Scissor Bill Jr .• "is because the New York YOWLS 
are too dumb to recognize me when: they see me." 
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What the Leagues Did on Liebknecht Day 
L IEBKNECHT Day in the United ,States and Can

ada was a tremendous succe'ss.' ArlybQdy who at
tended one of the many meetings arranged all 

over the country will tell you that. The young com
rades were praised again and again by the older work
ers in the movement for the pep showed both in arrang
ing and at the meetings. Most of the literature gotten 
out was sold-5,000 copies of the Young Worker; 
5,000 Liebknecht Buttons; 3,000 Liebknecht Booklets· 
as well as other reading matter. Thousands of young 
people were reached and the message of the revolu
tionary youth given to them. 

It is the opin-
ion of the writer 
that the San 
Francisco branch 
of the Y. W. L. 
(though it did 
not hold the 
largest meeting) 
merits first men. 
tion. We will let 
the organizer 0:1; 
that branch, Ha
rold Coy, speak: 

the Ranks, or From, Office QOY to President: ,A Melo
drama'of Capita]isf'Success,i,. I think I can truthfully 
say that it was little less than a sensation. The audi
ence was kept in a continual uproar, and the applause 
was prolonged and oft-repeated. ~nthusiastic con
gratUlations were showered on us from every side after 
the meeting, and the older folks in the W. P., inspired 
by our success, are already planning a farce of their 
own, to be given at a later date. If our respective 
egoes have not been swelled to incredible dimensions~ 
it can only be due to our deeply ingrained modesty, for 
since the play we have had the honor of being waited 

on by a commit

"The meeting 
was opened by 
the singing of the 
'''Internationale'' . 
Louise Todd, 
Secretary of the 
Branch, who ac
ted as a chair
man, gave a 
short introduc

VIEW OF THE LIEBKNECHT DAY MEETING IN NEW YORK 

tee bearing invi
tations to the 
cast to attend a 
masquerade ball 
in costume, and 
that a couple of 
those in the audi
ence are urging 
organization with 
which they pave 
been connected 
in Los Angeles 
and in Australia 
to offer the play. 
I think its suc
cess can be ex
plained in the 
fact that propa
ganda when of
fered in the form 
of humor, or sa~ 
tire, holds the 

This does not do the New York comr~des justice. as it shows but a o-;;;:on of the hall 

tory talk on the condition of the proletarian youth of 
America and an outline of the work of the Y. W. L. 
Inasmuch as she will proably be too modest to give her:.; 
self due credit when she reports the meeting, I think 
I should tell you her talk was excellent, in fact so much 
better than my own, that I regretted that she had not 
been made the main speaker of the evening. 

"A couple of musical numbers, the music furnished 
by Frank Weitzel, Rosalie Todd, and Louise Todd, all 'of 
the S. F., Y. W. L., were offered. 

"I gave the first speech, outlining the outstanding 
events of Liebknecht's life, particularly in regard to his 
anti-war campaign, his relation to the German Social..' 
Democratic Party, and the Spartacan uprising of 1919. 
I realize that I was never meant for a silver-tongued 
Demosthenes, but the audience received my humble ef
fort very kindly. 

"Dick Reeve, former educational director of the Los 
Angeles Y. W. L. gave a splendid talk on the lessons 
of Liebknecht's life, and went into the revolutionary 
youth movement of the world in some detail. Had it 
not been for his eo-operation, it would have fallen upon 
me to have delivered a lecture covering an entire hour, 
and 1 am sure that would not have been conducive to 
the wel1~being of the Frisco League. 

"Thebfi hit of the evening proved to be our original 
one-act farce, of which you have a copy, "Risen From 

attention of the audience so closely, that the lessons 
drawn are much more effective. In my limited' experj.:. 
ence inlab@r,journalisIri,Ihave'1lete9,that a cartoon will 
convey a propaganda message much more effectively-
than will a profound dissertation occupying the same 
amount of space." 

Liebknecht Day in Winnipeg. 
WINNIPEG.-The Liebknecht day demonstration 

in this city was held in the Strand Theatre, Main Street 
Sunday, January 21st at 2.30 P. M. Despite the fact 
that the meeting was not very well advertised owing 
to the late arrival of supplies, an enthusiastic crowd 
of about 500 workers turned out to commemorate, and 
protest ag,ainst the assassination of, the martyrs, to 
whose memory the me~ting was dedicated. 

A splendid program of violin solos, piano solos, reci
tation, singing and the performance of the mandolin 
orchestra, together with two excellent speeches, one 
from a Workers' Party member and the other from III 
member of the League served the double purpose of 
providing an entertaining, as well as educational after
noon, which could hardly be surpassed. 

The members of the league themselves, it is need-:
less to state, were bubling over with enthusiasm· and 
performed their assigned tasks in a faultless mannel'i
the lasting impression made UPQn the audience even the 
next day manifesting itself in the hearty congratula-
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The Sanctity of the Home 
By HARRY GANNES 

F OR many hours at a time I have sat in the capitalist 
law courts and listened attentively to learned 
judges and lawyers discuss the sancity of the home; 

and what tomes of authorities the learned attorneys 
would produce to show that the home of the citizen is 
his castle, is inviolable and sacred. Most often the 
home in consideration would be that of some rich crim
inal from whom the state authorities had wrung some 
incriminating evidence. 

Yes, the home of the rich man is scared; it is well 
protected in every way. And though there is a theo
retical barrier around the 
shack termed home inhabited 
by the modern wage slave, 
capitalist production has been 
able to shatter it and throw 
its sanctity to the winds. 

The homes of thousands 
of the workers in this country 
are in reality workshops 
where they witness the ex
ploitation of their own chil
dren; where their children 
work before and after school 
time,and where some of them 
stay home all day! to work 
regardless of age or physical 
condition. 

which fail to increase the income of these people (the 
workers involved) can have any appreciable effect in 
ameliorating their condition." An increase in wages 
can be obtained, not by the good heartedness of the 
capitalists, or by the "efforts" of philanthropists, but 
only by the vigorous and conscious class action of the 
workers themselves. 

If home work is based on low wages and the general 
impoverishment of the working-class, then, it is logical 
to excpect a great increase in the number of home
workers and the intensity of their exploitation at this 

time when both the money and 
real wages of the workers 
have been and are being 
slashed. 

What are the facts at hand 
relative to the scope of home
work in this country? There 
has been no general survey in 
this country pertaining to the 
prevelancy of home work. 
There have been a few in
vestigations, all showing 
about the same facts. 

Though our modern system 
of production has developed 
to a place where most com
modities are produced by the 
machine process. there are 
yet little odds and ends in 
connection with the manu
facture of a large number of 
trinkets, clothing, wearing 
apparel and other small com
modities, that require simple 
hand operations. This work 

CAPITALISM SAFEGUARDING THE YOUTH 

For instance, in the state 
of Connecticut, from 1917 to 
1918, when the wages of the 
workers in this country were 
relatively higher than at any 
other period in history, there 
was in that state a 15 per cent 
increase in the number of 
home workers, and a increase 
of 51 per cent in particular, 
in the city of Bridgeport. No 
doubt these figures would 
apply with slight variations 
to cities with similar manu
facturing establishments; and 
many industrial centers would 

a large number of factory owners find is done at less 
€xpense in the home of those families whose income 
from wages is so low that they are forced to find some 
other means of sustaining life. 

Whole families engage in home work for one reason 
-because the husband's wages are below a level re
quired to feed and clothe the family decently. Further
more, homework is not even considered seriously by 
a family without children; children are the back-bone 
of home work. Parents observe the exploitation and 
the destruction of the health of their offsprings in their 
homes and can do nothing to prevent it. Thousands 
of them invite it. They consider it beneficial to be 
able to obtain this form of work from the manu
facturers. 

Child labor in home work does not come under the 
supervision of the law in the vast majority of states. 
True, few states have "joker" laws (about four or 
five) "regulating" this form of child labor, but as we 
intend to shov, they are ridiculous in actual practice, 
for as the Report of the Select Committee on Home 
Work to the English Parliament states, "No proposal 

show a greater increase due to a particular kind of 
work more adaptable to home work. 

Home work provides exploiters of labor with a good 
means of evading the already poorly kept child labor 
laws. . 

Though state and federal child labor laws were in 
existence, prohibiting children sixteen years of age 
and under from working in manufacturing establish
ments or mills, the Rhode Island manufacturers found 
ways and means of evading the law by doling out home 
work. 

The United States Department of Labor made an 
investigation of home work among the children in three 
cities in Rhode Island, Providence, Pawtucket and 
Central Falls. The result of this investigation revealed 
that 5,006 children, sixteen years of age and under 
were doing home work. This was not the entire number 
doing home work, but just the number which invest i
gatorswere 'able to escertain through -various means; 
and they emphasize in their report that this is not ALL. 
Eighty-six per cent of the children doing this work 
were 14 years of age and under, a large number being 









[18 ] THE YOUNG WORKER 

from laughing. Anyway, teacher asked her what was 
the matter with Dominick and why was he such a bad 
boy. But I guess Dominick's mother didn't under
stand English, cause she only kept on shaking her 
finger at him and saying: 

"I give him the good lick. I give him the good lick." 
Gee whiz, I was sorry for poor Dominick. He didn't 

do nothing. And I guess that got teachers goat be
cause Dominick's mother didn't answer and she said 
loud and fast like when she's bawling us kids out and 
has that mean look on her face: 

"I think there is something wrong with Dominick. 
He's got some sort of sickness or he wouldn't act the 
way he does. I can't do anything with him. You go 
to the doctor with him, and find out if he can't be cur
ed, or else we will have to send him to the parental 
school." 

Then she said: "Dominick you explain to your mo
ther what I said." But poor Dominick was too scared 

to talk, so he just shook his head and blinked and then 
teacher said he should go home with his mother. 

Dominick didn't come back to school for two days 
and when he did; I asked him what the doctor had said 
about his sickness. And guess what? He told me the 
doctor said that he wasn't sick at all but he was grow
ing real fast and he wasn't getting enough to eat! So 
I asked him why he, wasn't getting enough to eat and 
he said that his father was only making $20.00 a week 
and there were five kids younger than him in the fam
ily and they only got one quart of milk a day and they 
didn't have enough money to buy any more. 

It's kind of funny ain't it? Here's Dominick, the 
smartest one in the class and the first one to memorize 
the health poems- but what good does it do him to me
morize a poem about drinking one pint of milk a day 
and eating green vegetables, when his pa can't earn 
enough to give him as much bread and butter as he 
wants. 

The American Fascisti is Organizing 
I TALY has taught the capitalists of the world that 

democracy is not necessary to lead and keep the 
workers in slavery. The Fascisti of Italy have shown 

that force and white terror can, for a time at least, 
keep the workers in subjection-and misery- and the 
American capitalist class is taking note of the lesson. 
The World War Veterans, an organization of worker
solidiers, has issued the warning to the workers of 
America that a Fascisti is being organized in this 
country. Here is what they say: 

"The Fascisti are organizing in America! Do you 
wish them success? 

"Mussolini's 15th Century condottieri have spread to 
the United States and now claim a membership of 200, 
000. Col. Alvin Owsley, commander of the American 
Legion, recently declared "****** the Legion would 
not hesitate to take things into its own hands-fight 
the reds as the Fascisti of Italy fought them. ****** 
Do not forget that the Fascisti of Italy are to Italy 
what the American Legion is to the United States and 
that Mussolini, the new premier, was commander of 
the Legion-the ex-service men of Italy." Perhaps 
more notorious is that secret and clandestine organiza
tion, the Ku Klux Klan, with its "super-government" 
supported by cowardly punismhents, that prohibits the 
free play of opinion, foments civil religious strife, and 
seeks to divide America into two classes,-one to rule, 

another to obey. This they call "one hundred per cent 
Americanism." ****** 

"There is one ex-soldier's organization that declares 
fearlessly for industrial and political freedom and real 
law-abiding Americanism. We of the World War Ve
terans live up to our principles. Our record is clean. 
So no banker contributes to our welfare; no government 
diverts funds to our treasury. Whoever joins the 
American Legion gains distinct advantages-social 
entertainment, industrial preferment, political prestige. 
Whoever joins the World War Veterans sacrifices him
self for an ideal. We stand firm against fascism, but 
hamstrung by poverty, are unable to launch a counter 
attack unless the progressive spirit of the nation is 
aroused to reinforce us. 

"Are we to remain asleep while the net is spread? 
Shall we squirm helpless under torch and rope, machine 
guns and bayonet? Or shall we now with organization 
and education spike their guns before it is to late, and 
by force of arms in the name of "law and order," "re
presentative government" and "one hundred per cent 
Americanism,"-all of which interpreted invariably 
means unfettered freedom of the financial and in
dustrial kings to hold the masses in silent, unresisting 
slavery? 

"The ex-soldier carries the Fascisti gun in Italy. Th r
,. 

reactionary hands him the same gun here. Every 
lover of justice and freedom must assist us with a 
contribution to launch an educational campaign among 
the ex-service men. Their eyes must be onened. The 
poisonous Fascisti propaganda must be counteracted. 
Every man and w0man' laying claim to the name pro
gressive must not fail to help us crush the structure 
of fascism at its foundation-the sentimentalism of 
the ex-soldier, and the gun will be dropped before it is 
turned on the people." 

The young Workers League must enter into the fight 
against all the white guard element in the Unibd 
States, and the members of the League wherever they 
may be should aid the World War Veterans in enlisting 
masses of working-classs ex-soldiers. All organizations 
of the working class must present a united front against 
militarism which has become so popular in the daily 
press recently. 
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