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Chapter 1

THE LAST ANNIVERSARY

The year was 1913. The storm-clouds of the First
World War were gathering over Europe and the roll
of thunder had already been heard in the two Balkan
wars. The balance of forces had already been
determined. Against the powers of the Triple
Alliance — Germany, Austria-Hungary and Tur-
key —stood the Anglo-French-Russian Entente.

Russia was in turmoil. As early as 1911 a wave of
student strikes shook the country, in response to
which the government sent police into the halls of
the universities. Muffled tremours passed over the
country and more than 105 thousand workers had
gone out on strike. The masses were slowly moving
into action.

Suddenly the stunning news raced through the
country. On April 4, 1912, in a distant Siberian
settlement soldiers had without warning opened fire
upon the workers. Two hundred and seventy were
killed and 250 wounded. The rounds fired against
the unarmed crowd of workers from the mining
€Ompany Lena Goldfields. who had come to the
office with a petition for improvements in their
Intolerable living conditions, broke the ice of
silence. It had gripped the country during the years
Of dark reaction after the collapse of the first

ussian revolution of 1905-1907.

€ response of the government and of the people
to the Lena tragedy differed. “So it has been and so




it will be hence,” the Minister of Internal :
Makarc replied confidently to the queries of
1 the .StaIL Duma. But the number of

ion of the

: onl_\_ thL..

L Tn the follo )
s reached two million. A gencral strike
imminent,

Official Russia during this year celebrated
with unusual pomp and to the peal of bells the
tricentennial of the ruling d\ as .
the future of the Roman
that th]s was the last suc

.Iee hundred years earlier the tsarist crown had
been placed upon the head of the 16
ov. One hundred and t.lght y
ywn had become an Impundl one. ()n the
thn fifteenth represe
l S by rhc will uf God
: , the Tsar of Po
the Gmnd Du : of Finland, and so forth, dL-LOIdan
to the offi dcu.uments He hdd nnt mhc-rm:d the
mind of Peter 1, who h
a.mplre and LUI lhlu

which the
called him * (:tm:h'" Khan with a tel
demonstrated the po / of intellect S
of his father, Alexander III. The last c:mpemr of
ed that the effort to think was so
difficult that it could disturb the horse on which he
as sitting at the time! Nicholas II and his wife
dra Fyodor ovna, an unpcrmus woman, both
I and sup were the embodiment
absolute mumruh\ and the power
of the feudal idndo\\ ners.

the Romanov dynasty had

plidate and ploteu the pri eges
of the thn hulwa rk — the te of the nobllll\
Although at the turn of the twentieth century the
nobility had suffered a certain diminishment in its
economic position (landed proprietorship had de-
clined 41 per cent in the 40-year interval following
1861) it retained political power as well as its
economic basis — the private ownership of land. At
the close of the nineteenth century the hereditary
nobility made up roughly 0.8 per cent of the
country’s population but owned 67 per cent of aﬂ
land held in private ownership. In the Europe )
of Russia 30 thousand Iandm\ ner tdmillc
thousand indivi '
of land i

s. On the average each idndo\ mer fd[I'lll\
osed of 2,300 dessiatines, each peasant family
of seven,

In 1861 —Ilater than in other European co
tries —serfdom was abolished in Russia. Th's
refmm which Ia\ ing court historians called the

“Great Reform”, _ i

of advantages for the big

this great deceit the peasants lost about 20 per cent
of the land earlier in their usage. In certain of the
most fertile regions 40 per cent of the peasant land
went to the landowners. Still worse, the “cut-of ;
as the strips of land taken from the peasant were
called, included the best parcels of arable, woods
meadov nd watering-plac VEere
left with swamps and sandy soil. The peasant allot-
ments were surrounded ded estates on all
sides. The peasant coul arce an inch
Wlthuut infringing on the I mdmx ner’s ploughland,

lds voods.




Peasant land hunger was o aphically d
Lev Tolstoy i
his play I s of Enlightenment: “Land i S0 s
there is no room for 2ver mind a
’er, that pa of land,which could not
peasant family, was burdened with a
number of tz and obligations. Meeting
cse laxes often consumed all that the p nt
could squeeze out of his holding. Two-thirds of
dir taxes paid to the state came from the
deasantry. In addition th Yy were saddled with
redemption payments for the land they had r
cetved. The market price for this land was 4
million rubi but the peasants paid 867 million
rubles, thus pa ing 323 million in e ess,
Land shor , the intermingli strips and the
: i ntry to
ind rent land from
ble terms. In return
ived either in
rights tov -
nt had to work
1€ lo oden plough and wasted
g. This syste ) . “an economy
through land §° by which the 1
raked in sub i
ment and w 1t out on live or dead inventg
differed but little from the former barshchina.
burdened, then ruined the pe
Stagnation and decline of the
banks held mort ]
es of landed estates and the indebtednes
] ter’s owners amounted to 2,300 million rubles.
A profound agricultural crisis eny loped the ¢«
try. It was pr he fact that the pre
liberating R 1 bonds was t pro-
that corvée I nd other forms of
bondage had long outlived their d
If the first distinctive feature of the Russian

survivals of serfdom, the

elopment of is in

hich was retarded and restrained by

. Now the peasant had not only to

o to on the market in order

v his ta» i

redemption p

industrial goods
and other land u:

f course among the 1try there were the

wealthy, or kulaks, as their fellow
them. In certain provinces these kula
one-half of all peasant land.
landlords™, to us Lenin’s phra
100 dessiatines of land. But th
per cent of all peasant hot
cent of the population.

DUSE s fell into th

ingarev, one quite dj
ympathies, in his book,

s mg frequenc the pe
his plot and went in sea




more than 10 million such semi-peasants, semi-
workers by the end of the last century. The village
emptied out, the landscape was dotted with boarded
asant huts, abandoned plots overgrown with
the wind whistled through ¢
v on the roofs :

proces:
very third hous n the coun-
de which was doomed to ruin and gradual
2 ction,

The peasants had no wish to reconcile themselves
with the deplorable fate prepared for them by
tsarism. Inexorably bing and at oth
bursting out ane ant war was wage
against the ger for land and freedom. The

ants set the torch to the estates of the lords and
s and tsarist officials from the
/ere met by k
1 detachm
1913 —the jubilee vyes > were
more than 146 pe among
were dire i
thorities. While in 1907 9 armed clashes
the authorities made up one-quarter of all p
actions, in the interval 1910-1914 the propo
rose to one-third.

In agrarian Ru ;
accounted f Il production, the

. €ncompass-

A 65 million.

ond, but first in its economic

e, was the working class. After

the 1861 reform its numb gre ithout interrup-
tion. It suffices to observe that even at the moment
of the reform four million peasants were liberated
without land and poured into the ranks of the
proletariat. In 1913 the working ¢ [8 million
strong. The most rapid growth was o red among

10

factory, mine and railway kers. In a twenty
interval their numbers .5 times, to a to
4,200 thousand workers. Of the total number of
' 35 per cent were engaged In mining,
/, metal-working and machine-building
xtile and food industries accounted for
43 per cent. .

The bulk of the proletariat wa concentrated in a
small number of industrial centres that were simul-
taneously political centres. Approximately a million

cers toiled in the factories of Moscow and
Petersburg, where they made up 40 per cent of the
gainfully employed population. Forty per cent of all
workers were employed at huge factories which
accounted for 2.5 per cent of all industrial enter-
prises. More than a half (56.5 per
workers concentrated in the larg
enterprises employing more than 500 worker _
In contrast, in the USA this group of workers
amounted to 31 per cent of the total.

One striking feature was the growth of the rank
of permanent workers — 40 per cent of the country
work force. Among metal-workers
half were s 1 generation (or more) prolet

vorkers ret
agriculture. Among the
metal-workers, having joined the labour force
between 1906-1913, some 22 per cent had land
allotments. ‘

Despite all obstacles put forth by the tsarist
government, which had once published a circular,
appropriat ferred to as the edict on the “cook’s
children” and 1 stricting the adn on of children
of common or 'mnasium as well as
Spe y fo ing stance of children of

=




; mparable figure

S 3 \xhulc re\LJudn children of

per cent. The v er thirsted
knowledge and educ He
iti k and a high
nd persistence

> situation of the prolet
Thmugh a protracted and stu
1l result of st
5-1907) which, despite its
d a number of
W ernment the work-
in unprmements in both h\mq and
‘" dgt“ ¢

ln lhe me
ndustries w age
re m the

ile
the te\tile

terms
exploitation w

ance for rhe material condi-
s of the hired worker w
at times sw

a number of workers’ actions, and
ll.ir after the immse ] e at the Moro
i informed of the terri

quu‘ted the we

brought to « ipation in the stri
tsarist go ed to engage in lab
i lldl to adopt a law limiting
- s by no means un]\'
applied. In (
the interests of the
: ated the law, he w
the government, whereas
the worker, for participation in a strike
violations of the la : i
for a term of one to f
tory sale of goo
sed, and the f ' wner v\ uuld fm-..e
rorkers to buy inferior-qualit gnods at mflaled
prices, The llings of the W
deplorable conditi i y
' as not to eueed 11.5
s extended to 12-14
urned to their barracks,
m.m;,_ with vermin, to
<s. In oil-rich Baku
lived in damp,
dark and cold dugouts. ] ibstar at the enter
prise there
the W ml\er

lmunes
ving material and spiritual demands
of the work ng class stnnd in blatant contrast to the
actual
The working class

Composed of num I
Empire ) ore than lh{l

i ies living at widely




While the Ukrainia s, Georgians and Uzbeks had
thelr own cultures and their national poets — Taras

: ¢ Rustaveli, and Alisher
’\‘av-:—\\' re l\noun throughout the world, the
Karakalpaks, Yakuts, Chukchis had as yet no
written Lmuuaqe
' ving regions of Russia comprised her
internal colonies, cording to Lenin imates,
the colonial territories of the country occupied
17,400 thousand square kilometres. or 76 per cent of
the territory of the Empire 800 ‘rhomdnd square
kilometres in 1914) and included 33,200 thousand
inhabitan 20 p ytal population.
These territories were abme all sources of agricul-
tural and mineral raw materials f mdustn The
land was expropriated from the native population.,
For example in Siberia, Kazakhstan and Central
Asia between 1906 and 1915 the government confis-
cated more than 36 milli atines. In spite of
this the taxation of the Kaz: chs, ghiz, Buryats
and oth grew heavier. In Turl\ stan direct taxes
ose threefold in fifteen years. The burden of
ta *man was also intensified by the methods of
collection. al feudal lords w ..oIIeLted the

arbitrarily unp i
£ 2

bureaucratic appdrdtl szl'aqed both the popu-

lation dl'ld the scttle s, forcing them to work at their

beck 3 tising every con-
2ivab i The outlying re

were also subjecte Ld.p.ltEl]ISt exp[oit

primarily in 1ts moxr

' as merch.mt dﬂd usury

[hmlt mnmhutn ( on,

shortchange

¢ ure fo «tm;: upt n thL people poor-

quaht_\, gm_‘.-ds at nt prices and ensnaring

them with credits and loans granted on enslaving

terms.

there were, all told, 7,145 industrial
enterprises in Siberia, Central Asia, Kazak
i sus, with the total number ¢
just exceeding 100 thousand. On the ay
enterprise employed 15 workers; the comparable
figure in Russia was 75. As a result the demand
s low and the surplus hands in
ould find no employment. The
consequence the intensive impoverishment
of the population. In Uzbekistan, 63 per cent
of all households fell into the poorest category,
while in some steppe districts the figure rose to
85 per cent.

Lenin’s s postulate that in Europe there was no
other country in which the masses of the people
were robbed to such an extent of education, light
and knowledge as in Russia was : _
priate to the population of the outlying di

s Turkestan was a territory of virtually « mplete
2 Among the population of what is today the

Ipak Autonomous chuhlm the rate of Ilter'l-
¢y before the rev nlutmn was 0.6 1
there we re ]?9 doc

drist Russi'a was j ' a prison of
nations. For the autocr hele was one
term to designal.e : '
peoples — “aliens ) eW rs which sup-
i ted quite un-
s “are not, and uld not be”
such citizens of the Emmr s the Russians were.
us the peopl sia, the Volga
region, Poland, Finlan
ne, the Cauc
ted and oppr
“divide and sm strove to ‘s(.pd['dtt‘.
the Peoples, setting one against the other, subje-
cting them to f - Ri ation, and keeping
them in pove and ignorance.




s did not accept this depri-
vation of rights. The hi: of Russia is rife wi
instances of popular uprisings in suppmt of
dnd onal llherdtmn
of the peop]e
elements of the
the yv. If a democratic tra _.Imdtlt}ll was
i ble without a quoluuon of the nationaliti
question, the latter in turn could not be
thout a fundamental change i :
The revolution ot afford to igno
fundamental task as that of toppling the t
colonial system, w hich was retarding the socio-
i selopment ot the entire count
\\c muqt not -

ssia a wmp!ctd) haul\w-
drﬂa,rmg funu.lamfentall

tedtme uf hel
. n the ‘ihdlp _ 3, in lh ; Lomhnm—
tion of a semi-feudal hcl(._l\“ rd a

latest forms of mdustrla]‘

this may be fuund in the h'_ ;

hutpul‘ of the Russian I]'ILLIHUFUIL'] mdu stry. More
than half of the outputa = oal v ornered
b Pmduuol (Societ i e of v al Fuel)

g them Flcmh
and Bu mn -

st monopoly
conglomerate he _' ed (Cop nd Kolom-
na-Sormo =ties, which played a leading role in

the transport and agricultural machinery industries.
There were others of this scale as well.
ablishment of monopolies
s of ]aree banks. The R
lhc organiser of a pows 3
nd organised the tobacco indus
try into a trust as well. The Petersburg International
Commercial Bank tounded agroup w hich monopol-
ised the building 5. These two banks as
well as the Russia ) oreign Trade, the
Azov-Don and [hu, Russian Trade and Industrial
banks had their subsidiaries in London, Paris and
other major European cities as well as in China and
India. Th concentrated in their hands almost
one-half of the country’s findm.ial resources and
i had such a
11.61\ f1 e lhuusand

g . mg 5!.11)(11112
W drdnes‘z Althoug ssia he fth—and m
some branch
production, the Ield{.h' W eu_,hl of ht‘] qmss ind usn i-
al output among the five leading power
Britain, France, Russia and the USA) was
insignificant 4.2 per cent.
The level of Laplt'lllst development in Russia was
avera er inc al p uctlon dppl UdChEd thaI
Z D

f IIHL and C
bthmd me > by 11-

m steel and rolled

building and cotton pro 2.

industry lagged far behind Gcrman\ and the US

)




a1l sense. is must hov
noting the s antial differences
lipment, both r ally and fmm one
’m dﬂOTht‘!’ fnr m 0 the technologi-
; i y was that
hu.h dlﬂerui but little from the
metallurg lmdustr) of Western Europe
Fulc:]gn ita UsSiz st ng ed over
in silen ince it played a sign nt role in the
conomy and politics. The influx of
eded in two dir
stment in Russian indy
through loans to the tsarist ernment,
ndus. 'y was the basic sphere of investment
French and Belgian ca
ommanding posntlons in the metz
and coal mdustrles S
' the 01] Loppcx ‘and szu]d c\t]‘h.tlon
3, etc, The preservation of the autocracy
landow ne ip required an expanding
\o]ume of for eign ¢ I, since the tsarist g
mcnt LOT‘IIIIhLI d a able pro ornon of It\ ca

spent for purpo not connected with ]Jl ldlIL[]OI’I
The general thrust of this was to inc .
) conomic and political dependence upon
foreign capital.

The taan\t autocracy embod

upon the hlu ldndu“ners which in turn were in
alliance with the rez 1g hnurq

latter Lollahoratcd v

and used the sur

landowners and shared political pov nd medieval
privileges with them. As a result of this alliance, i

&

the words of Lenin, “we see, instead of a broad, free
and rapid development of capitalism, stagnation and
decay”. To be sure, there existed contradictions
between these ¢ the bourgeoisie strove to
augment its economic strength with political power,
and the nobili store its declining economic
position. The fear of revolution and the open
political alliance with the autocracy isolated the big
bourgeoisie from the socio-politi movement,
while the ruling élite of the nobility treated it
condescending

The ‘-tl‘]lx_?l‘lg features of the autocracy on the eve
of World War I w o be found in the intens
tion of both its reactionary nature and of the prc
of decay. The salient feature of its policies
nationalism, in the form of the most deep- seated
great- puv\er chauvinism which sometimes
bestial forms.

This is illu trdtcd h\ the following mudent A
group of U
proposed that the flftn:th anniv
the great Ukrainian poet Shevchenko be obser

“Who was She\'c,hen id one nf the lt,ad‘e
the monarchis C

above nohles Inf
been t S
g.” This speech, a direct s dp in the
ty, did not meet with the rebuff of the majority
in the Duma, a good indication not only of the
Cﬁmposnmn but also of the thrust of this institution.
laving repulsed the onslaught of the revolution of
1905-1907, the tsaris government was nevertheless
forced to make certain conc ions, to create at
least the facade of a constitutional em together
with the representative organs appropriate to this
System. This gave birth to the te Duma wh




irtually no substantial Tlght‘s (e
nsultative functi S
d according to u ensurin
return of majorities for the landowners and the
bourgeoisie. In June 1912 the Third State Duma was
: Ived. The majority in this Duma had belonged
to reactionary groups, The Duma had, on the one
hand, promoted the lmplementdrlun of an agrarian
nohw directed against the p Ty, of a “tough”
on the worker question of overtly
uhdll\llll‘af policy i

verisimilitude of pallmmcman norms 01 political
life.
But in the opinion of the ts:
obs .
suffered, in e opinion
fmm an incl_rrable :

is td(.tluns \md pd]‘"l]
/ of the bourgeo
it out of this supine state.
came to the conclusion that in the
he party should pl itself in
osition to the authorities until a
e s l]Lh as 1s

8 T flec‘rcd in thc‘ pnh-..z 0

" of the ' De-

tnhnsts Guchkao the 1 . drt},dec lared

that their attempt to r ile t s that be.

whose authority had ne

society had suffered def

party should struggle for refo m, employing all Iegdi

amentary means. In his words. it was nec 3

“make the final attempt to bring the authorities to

their senses, to implant in them the fear which fills
us”

The declarations of the leaders of both bourgeois
parties signified the collapse of the Right-wing
majority in the Duma and w .1gndllt:d by the thrp
shift to the Right of the government
There could be no question of the a
ministe e the government itself had been
replaced a court camarilla and turned into a
plaything, or rather a deck of cards to be shuffled
about in the hands of the rogues surrounding
Nicholas II and the rina. The last prime minister
to attempt to achieve something with the ;
Kokov , earned the our of the royal couple
by insisting on the expulsion from the court of
Grigory Rasputin.

With the replacement of Kok r and the
appointment to the post of head of th uncil of
Ministers of Goremykin—a reactionary bureauc-
rat, indifferent and impervious — the last measure
of independence se ating th ial government
from the murl camarilla_ d1 appeared. In the im-

\l}:nlfl ance m" government wse
e in his m

g 6 ; one person” :

T of the ministers & the Duma should be
limited “to the narrowest possible confin since
this power reduced the pre of the tsar.

The nature of the coterie surrounding the last
emperor and empress, which determined the policy
of the state as well as formed the government,
indicates the Jevel of degradation and decomposition
Chars ising the monarchy. It was a clique of

and adventurists, the most flagrant of whom
utin, a drunkard and degenerate, posing as
” and “soothsayer”. A former horsethief

21




from Siberia, having inveigled
LOIth he gdmed unllm

And 1f strﬂ\ and clLITOIlf: b} workers, peasant
disturbsz s, and the national liberation struggle
demonstrated that the ms s would no longer
accept the ways of the past, the situation in the
Duma, the decadence of the court and the compl
ineffectiveness of the government pointed to a crisis
of the upper circles.

Such was the situation in Russia as the countr y
observed the tricentennial of the ruling family and
neither the peal of bells nor the pnmpbus sermons
m.il'kli'll.. the laying of the first s[ones for doz

out the death rattle of the clLl[OLIdL'_
/ people deaf tu [h]\ ere those who had nc
' ) s spread and the wave of
sher and higher.

Chapter 11

BEFORE THE STORM

With the arrival of 1914 the revolutionary move-
ment in the Lountr d nmmentum The

stubbornnes A
and rising num
sary of Bloo
1905 by tsa
workers, w
the tsar:
thousand pd.lt
On March as g ult of admini
n(..ghge_nce at t ny T olnik l\uhbc
l\

to lethal Turm ohs
(1mludmn 180 v umem were ¢ e
thousand workers at the Putilov Works went uut on
strike in prot and by March 20 the number of
strikers had risen to 15 in S
60 thousand in Riga : 1
€ Owners du.lded tu break the will of the
thI'OUE]'] lo
thousand workers were affec "pe > t0
Rppea] h\ the Petersburg Committee of the B(}I he-
the workers fmwht a, i
demon
call lmlt to the loc




kers went
. ] . n from 15
ons of the l}uma nl Ihe Je itic and
ovik deputies ce structing the
Chair of the Co f Minist remykin,
' ici dina
half of whom were concentrated in the
. The strikers and ft.-II'lOI]\Ild[OI\ a nhed Io.

“an: Li a

Lunu Li 1\'

Ium
and

hances of an ef
dem nded from the oil mdmtr
in their ll\mg Lundltrona an ¢

and on July 6
lemon tration

r and other
rs of the Putilov
gathered for a solidarity
B L il worke

The incident

¢ vith ‘[hl_ pt ]].L.
a number of t’ne ci districts and b
erected.

On July 5 w workers from se\-'er_a]
enterpri B rinting 'V the List

support to their
()n July 8 the Governor of TL cCow repurttd to the
of Internal Affairs that on that day
"rough]\' 14 thouwnd workers from 60 entelpl'
The strikes ¢ i
“and rep
. Peret

sian pmiet:—
on  wi i erence upon the sl
our brothers—the w in Baku and
Petuls‘nurn nust rise one and all in defenc
'ess our milddrat\

€Is were on

The pea:
The hl \t hdIT o! I




up once : striking and demanding that
\\hi-;h tI in concer ith the /
‘nr.[.en in a

‘kers md
C’EthLI struggle for our common cause, for a better
lot.’
Neither was it i ceful in the
1 Tiflis and
and Riga
janians, Uk ve
: i In Central
there were major dis ong the Kazakhs
and I\rrOhlz

e pn

.1 the BU]\h&\Il\ Part
the part

and office

I-Iundled

n against
> Duma and the

all compe
ct be militarily prepared.

unreadiness was not sm‘rpl\ thc IE\LI][ oT error and
L)\'EIsiﬂht Rather it v s
rhe msuffu-um.v 01 fm
the weight of routine and the bureai
vy which the autocracy governed.
: cudent from the very

tmopa th] uuh Ihe hun'
suffered a heavy
months after the ou‘rh
that the army was ¢
time when monthlv nutput Was
thous md rifles.
a’s participa
to the limit he

-'aT Jnd ].‘EOIIH
contradictions

ked the collapse of
\.Ll]IUIe MmmL and a

had ht‘L['l xhu[ down
ud and iron ore. In Petrutu
Ld”Cd after
Lntelp ;
dec]med

1917, -a ur producti t -" al mines fell
' Av iner in the Donets
h\- inter

a aHen to ’h tons
to all 1ndustrml enterprises hovered between ‘10 and
80 Per cent of demand in 1916. Tr i
W ele shortages o
1914 there accumulated 2
backlog ot R AN« ons of freight waiting to
be hauled, This figure or ) over 140 thousand by
the close of 1916. The Chief of %mff of the Ru
Army, General epC
¢ YAt the
BOvVernment or puhlu lm.. not sub
disorder caused by the failure




p r cent of its tran
and for the Peti

freighted.
The army experienced s

and ammunition. ]n thl.. :

the Supremse
wrote to the

n,mps
metal, a

two times |

stead of the léqu site
() thousand can he

ome of thL
1916 the guns on

veral  Yanushk
rthal \\ithtth i

'nder 01‘ one
pendmg

pperr anka,

six times fewer s L”h thdﬂ the

French and that milit

front had directly suppmtéd the all

t that
and (reri_nan

, and LJ'I

it a number uf

nage. ..
George ¢
were being
whelmin

put up any owing tn thc Lu.

ammunition, Ihe French W

t:
¢ four millio
were killed
nd were Iixru'l as missing, 111
one million

lhe Russian army v
before the onslaught of German
The crisis in food supplies
area of unsown land multipliec

; d by the plo

at the outb b
this twure Imd Ilsc.n to 20 n province
Lc 10 mlllmn

dlup—
>sult of m.mpu“ er shortages, the

Bt




decline in draught animals and step
requisitions, theg \unt'
the arm

production there could
g and the Citif”:
g nment had pmpexh 1
ment and distrib
mll]mn poods harves —l"lﬁ it purc
0 million puuds (10 per of the gros
r 50 per cent of marketable grain). Large
stores of grain lay untouched in the countr
hinterlands and could not be

k in tran ery nt luod'tutfs

p
ad dedmt:d b l) pel cent, 'md to M

ndineul\ 1917
fluctuate

fat huth.thmuﬂﬁ the mflated pr]
'rh p_l_OI]I: tlpm war mderﬁ In ’ghc 14

million luhlc in 1915. The owners
processing enterprises in 1915 doubled thm pro 1t\

iny exlmcnl fo ¢ in 1916

amounted to 50 per cent and the metal-working

industry the figure Ll'mhed 1{ 81 per ce t
(rmernment fm.

Imn rubles
30,500 m!“l n swallowed up 1
hered [hmm,h the release

paper mone

rmlhun rubles 7
amounted on nd rubleu

result of inflation the official lue of the Illhle
dropped to 35 I\Upe S ary 1917,

pmch > C

a e government

million rubl ected in the main

tmm working people, since the incomes of the

Romdno\' Hous d the property of the *[ were

'Y were proj ted in the hu-.
and then only to the sum
Chrough foreig ;
narily frc ain !4 500 ml]lmnl
50 mrihonl \mdllel sum
USA
thouxdnd:- and Ita
C‘ﬂmted undci ext

"The Inam were
1t t.m ms much to the

Cover previous loans.
ln Sum the e
S ffered ¢

dpprmu_hmo a nati

Clmstances 4




te form in

‘as not only the
. {partnularl\ ’[he

between the po]u-e_
urred. At the Ln\ a \Ro

demanded that su
recruits, 50 people were
sentenced to death dnd
Thud the

But .1]1 in all thc- 111trodu;~
ruel repres
the influence

tlon of martial
by the aut

were reduced.
regional Bolshevik
Indust ml

ed the entire to
rching to the slog:

with the (_im't.mment" “General Amnesty” .md
others moved in the direction of the p
the workers who had been arrested the

to thh \mlun.e with pmtest ‘;trﬂ\es In Petmumd

alone 23 thousand workers went on strike. All in

all the number of strikers reached 55 thousand in

August, of whom 44 thousand were politically
motivated.

¢ s marked by the inception of a

| strike of metal worke accompanied

1d clashes During the

s demanda “ euf made for 'uni\-'er-

191 } and the IEled"\E 01 the arrexttd
: . The demands of the Petrograd
workers were take 7 f
Nizhni-Novgorod
to official d : S ; str
number almost 90 thousand were engagud in politi-
cal strikes
In the followi ng
of the proletaris
subsequent aggr: . y
the workers’ movement, hd\-lnL ':'d,lntd from the
autumn of 1915 a persistent and mass character.
linked up with demonstrations of students and the
middle st of the urban population. The pro-
letariat now came tn [hL fore of the democ
front, W s were notable for their
5 ¢ and scale. One hundred thousand
Participated in the political strikes in Petloudd on
anuary 9 to commemorate the marty of Bluod /
Sunda During meetings the partici 8
mdk with a caII 101 an end tu the war




rks, simultane-
sy -, the es
nt of a demo pl.lbllt., the introduct
an eight-hour :
landed x .
workers were on strike in the Ldplt ;
bore a clearly expressed political nature
ceeded under the leadership of the Bols
organisations. The noupq acif
fire at the w
general politice
strike,” reported
winning new «uppolters : ;
henommc' 30 /as in 1905.°

; s and shortage of w
tlst'utron W lth the com

process wi
ont and
d with Petrog

under arrest. Despm
how r, the unrest in
y continued to grow. In 1916
of fraternising on the front grew
) S were an.Iur d, registering
a new form of pmt :
The military censo ing soldiers’ letters, re-
d that as a ) ilitary failures,
: tion and
tion from t"\n :
major turn t
muod of the
¢ not the o 3 ;
change and de&cr:hmu its nature. Further

evidence was offered by the rapid rise in the
desertion rate (the number climbed to 1,500
thousand) and refusals to carry out the orders of
ed in d.lII‘lCd conflicts. An ex-

: and troops sent to

pacify them endcd a demonstmtmn of tom thouxand

to take up therr po
The pea
In 1916, actions agqut ndowners and war
sitions were re stEIed ['h'c': government sent

in the de\efopmmt of the

was the upsurge in thc ﬂ.mondl

llherdtlon struggle which toc
i: AZE an. dnd

shdrp increases in
already

. erupting ac
agcunst the deartule of those mobilised for work
turned mto an upmmg against the tsarist govern-
& g out in
t in J 1916, it then spread to the large
Cen al Asian ies — Tashkent, arkand, Fer-
ghana. The uprising was most widespread in Kazakh-
Stan, where it was led by the national hero of the
Kazakh people, Amangheldy Imanov. By autumn
the insurgents numbered 50 thousand. To putd wn

the uprising the government desp:

E squadron:
Neverthel




le. 'mdc:r BIUL
uf tumuh‘ three

ca.mps.
amp of the autoc
/, the upper ec
officials and the higher ran
This camp had no politi
word, but lt did h' ;
a ions as
and the Union of \Ilthdel thre A
received the m_‘.mu.n :
virtue of i Ktreme Iem.t.ionar_\_-' I
i g ion of pogrom
; ; incil of the United Nobility
and t Jnion of Land Proprietors also belonged to
this camp.
he autmrati amp was in a state of pmfmmd

l\'a*:putm hm1

old jok

' 4 suueeded

WV ted Chairman of the

(uumll and his minion A. D. Protopopov
of Internal Affa after which he de-

clared, pointing at his clenched fist: Pmtopopo\
has been appointed. Now Russia is right here.”

All those who expressed opinions contrary to
th se held by the court were drummed out of the
tsar’'s government, particularly those ministers in-
clined to seek an alliance with the bourgeoisie,
represented in Ihf' Duma by the “Progre:

They quite jus : umcd th‘lt Mll\ uko
e_\emphl vy bourgec jal re
above all else”, and saw in thi% th{ oppnrtunity for
an alliance. But the extzemu rea:.tmndi ¥y
insisting that the Duma be

ministers connected with Dumd circles w .
sed. An indication of the government’s fur thcr turn
to the Right was the appointment of Stiirmer to the
post of Pl‘imt Minis hich provoked
criticism from bourgeo saders, who cons

him “if not a complete traitor, then at leas

tre 4.cher» , and from mlllt'al) circ

Mmlate: Ial leap- ‘rroq df‘ld the influx of logt o
dd\*c.nlunqts at the tsar’s court dnd int thg hlghest

Wlt n mon :

matters cc set right by oettmg 11d of R.nputm
who had discredited the regime. During the night of
December 18, 1916, he was murdered by a group of
conspirators, including the leader of the monarc

i the Duma, Purishkevich, the nephew of the ts
Grand Duke Dmitry Pavlovich, and Prince
Yusupoyv. The murder, however, could not and did
not alter the situation. Aft orpse of Ra
tin— who had been both poisoned and shot
dragged from an icehole cut in the Moika,
dutocracy carried its reactionary policies yet fur-
ther. Trepov v replaced in the post of Prime
Minister by Prince N. D. Golitsyn. Preparations
Were under way for elections to a new Fifth State




Duma to be composed solely of representatives of
the nobility and the clergy. The rights of bourgeois
organisations, established to attract the bourgeo

to the task of organising the military effort
supplying the front lines, were curtailed, It
suggested that the larger cities be placed on :
footing and factori militarised. Plans for co

ing a separate peace with Germany were enter-
tained.

Lenin quite accurately described tsarism’s
policies on the eve of its nfall; ave before
us the clear-cut stand of the monarchy and the
feudal-minded landowners — ‘no surrender’ of Rus-
sia to the liberal bourgeoisie; better an understand-
ing with the German monarch Equally clear is the
liberal bourgeoisie’s stand — exploit the defeat and
the mounting revolution in order to wrest conces-
sions from a frightened monarchy and compel it to
share power \\Ith the bourgeoi The latter
position wa Ltmed out by the Constituti mal
Democrats : ts, as the\ v
known. Thi fmmed ln
together the llbtrdl b Dis
intelligentsia. At the f
Professor P. N. Milyuk wred that the party
stood for “the principle of a um[ed Russi
the inviolability of private pr operty” and v 1 party
of “social reformists”.

The Cadet programme included the demand that

ant landholdings be expanded lthUh the
nation at the _expense of the ¢
degree nece
just compemdt on to be p
that is, the\ in f

ongress JIH Iea er,

found no
support among the peas
for freedom of speech,
unions and an eight-hour
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Numerically the par as weak; for this reason at
their congresses and in official documents lhe
Cadets refe to the num of organi
{armlnd 60(}1 rathm than to the La..tual men

mlttce thew were five Iepr§su
led nobili ome 20 major indus
merchants, a S
other repr
intelligentsia. i
The Cadets functioned as an opposition party, but
as an oppositi ithf g g
tsar. After Russia enter
Committee of the C
tion in which it appealed for a t
disputes “to preserve oul country whole 2
and to maintain for at position am
wmid powers under

e-old national
d Bmphm us

ing nickname
clt the tlonl econ
dlslomtmn.

the autocracy, hdd no de e
i oisie — combined to force the Ca-

k up for reform, however moderate their

- The Cadets entered into the s led Progressive
bloc with the other bourgeois party .

The latter had a arisen duum. the first

sian revolution and hdd received its name from

t Manifesto of yber 17, 1905, which had

granted certain limited civil treedmn... The sub-
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stance of the manifesto was quite bitingly summar-
1sed in a contemporary epigram:

vhed a manifest’,
om — the z‘ne arr

It was the programme given in the nmmfe'itu
which the Octobrists adoptcd as their politi
credo. This party of the big monarchist bourgec
shared a maj with the Cadets in the Third 3
Fourth Dumas.
; hdnmm »f Ihc: Fuurth Duma.

s were the fulcrum of the throne, but
under the force of circumstanc

criticism of the tsarist government. At a

n of the Fourth Duma in the summer of 1915,
z\dnko L.\pres*ed the 'l\h for “changes in the

"and for [he creation
on the trust 0f all vital
Another i

rs of the monar-
fm a joint eﬂml to meet the
7, he said, 1
he tion of pov nd the
the hon land from revolution and

ame clear that the tsarist government
was in no position to rule over th nd the army
and that a rev ion was brew > country the
of the bourg , fearing a epamte eace

\nlh Germany, began m act

st Ihe govern-

e not translated into

ourgeois party vearned for a

]|tth: palau: (o] Jp : ement of Nicholas II

nother This matched the inclinatic of
rtain members of the High Command, the }

ranking officials,

ing one tsar mth dIlOthEI‘ the hourgcm

counted on the formation of a new go

which it w ou]d parll"'pfite [t was sugg

\Iu,holas » reed t mn a mamtesto dhdmatmo

l\'IlkhdlI ~\]c\aﬂ'
Britain and Fr _In pr
1112 Ru a as a activisation of i
n~G‘ern'1an front. i
hus, the hou gt.‘( sie was against a democratic &
republic. ed to seize power, preserve the
monarchy and continue the war for the implementa-
tion of its imperialist de 3
Fundamentally different tdbk‘a were set h\' the
democratic camp, led
vanguard, the Bo .
the thrust of Iht‘
revoluti movement and was the prime mover
of the revolution, although during the war y
certain changes had t :

to almost one-

outset of 1917

engaged in | mdusu

ble advances e in the mnl\
i tal-working indus

Certain br dﬂ(.hE‘s of light industr
V»ml\mg and the prm[mz mdu ) The number 01
; rs also declined.
]‘IEI u.:nt of the pre-war
n drafted into the army (this
» per cent if we include only
. As a cor ence the proportional wei f
.cnt::., n and aged (
grew. The ranks of the working class
Plenished by recruits from the bourgeois



and prosperous strata of the
ed the dissemination of pelt
and outlooks within

s there were m the de
camp the petty-bourgeois Menshevik and So-
-Revolutionary (SR .which vacillated

tth "nelthnr the lu..h nor the poor, thc hom;:cc 5
the pmletdrmn the I.1ndmme1 nor the p

ism they re
aondl Llah 'mt :

nuine so
‘must unite the entir
the toiling pes §
j and the wor
S ache s, 1n short, Lii]
Ihc-se ]1\'mU on thc own labour, and not
labour norm of others.” The SRs considere
' of revolution and
: / instinct”
R pa e deth
ment of a democ i i
civil freedoms, the abolition of private proput\ n
land and its redistribution among the peasa
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according to the principles of equal repartable land

support of the pe Rill’ltl" vever th]s support is
explamed not by the peasants’ adherence to soc
ism, but rather by their amhltion nf ehmmdtmo
landed estates. ThEIe Wa

programme, its the
confines of a mdu. T dLTTIOLI‘clUt.. "up Thcra‘ruru
contemporaries oh erved that SR S0 all‘;m was not

weapon in the strug
ted that the *

: i \\ 'th the d.].d of dutb of

terrorists the

olution. Their position represented a brand
of revolutionary adventurism.

During the revolution of 1905-1907 the S
Revolutionaries represented the Left wing o
bourgeois i
and outlook of the peasant
democratic revolution. But their position wa
Sl%tent On the one hdnd Ihe\ lashed out against the

sarist g g pamphlets with ap-
peals for inst the Lmdm\ ne
and car i '
more u.-uuu: [‘L-pl'i:bt..-]“lt(.ttl
. All in all, more than 2(
, and the \h.tun

aking part with them
al and Revolutiona-

ry (_)rgan s of the : e in which

ev en thc Mensh icipate — they




the revolution. It was no accident that the SRs
earned the nickname “Cadets with bombs” or that a
cartoon was printed in the new spapers depicting a
Cidet ll‘l“l‘dtldUﬂLI\’ ‘homna hetme the t and
’ or the
Rs will open fire,
In the years of reac.tmn after the first Ru
re\'olutlon there set m \’chll’] the SR

“non- pdrlmment" "y
of struggle” held s ,» while simultanec
ing the possibility mass revolutionar
since the * 41 .

The Azef affair was a serious blc-\\ to the
of the party, For h\e years g

mdudmu Ih'at nf the

nor-C Ig
drovich— he ned l‘m hm self thc unlimited trust
of the leadership and full freedom of action.
Subsequently Azef twice bet d to the police
almost the entire body of ‘the organisation, the

g ound p

. prov were uncove
he fled abroad, The Az led the interr
rot and the unhealthy v id of pnnup creating the
dominant atmosphere in the p.ut /
volutionism, adventurism and the . ffair trans-
formed the party into is g cording to
the testlmon / /

its progran . which w ered utopian,
In the s of the new revolutionary upsurge
(1910-19 the position of the Socialist-Re-
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volutionaries improved somewhat. After Russia’s
entry into rld War I differenc ed in the
party concerning the position to be taken towards
the war. At a conference of socialists from the
Entente nations in London one section of the SRs
presented a d tion in which it was proposed
that a truce be worked out among the classes in the
interests of victory, which allegecd 8
date the progressive European ocracies, and
> of the major reactionary forces of
. Another group of SRs demanded that the
remain rem]utcl\ aloof from all attempts to
var’ d against the appeals
r, as
small
E.roup ot mtenntlond]h ( s of the future
Left Socialist-Revolutionary Party) took a defencist
and social-c rinist position. _
Second in mong the pett_\-'—bourgmis ]‘JdI‘t]LS
in the democratic
party broke away
Democratic Labour P art)
]902 The lmmed ;

Lreatc “an

and organisational prmupk ; . m] 0111_\_ in
the ele tions to the «.entral organs (hence the name
Menshe i

] ajorit
split. This marked thc emerge :
although the final and official divi 191911 mtn

ue Conference and an independent
tral Committee was established as

a pa:l\' of the cntlrc penplt‘ ‘the Menshe -ﬁn
regarded themselves a party of the working class.
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s of a sort refashioned to

: easures. The Mensheviks
asser ted th..tt rhe proIetdnaL must concentrate on the
economic rather than the political struos_lc Sln'e
Russiz: ood on the th ' nt
democratic revolution, the poli
the affair of the bourgeois th{. lec r of this
revolution. The t of the working class S
limited to supporting > bourgeoisie, to whom
power must be Lmn ; intact after the collapse
of the autocrz [ ct the proletariat was to take
no part wha °T in the formation of the new
order. The Mem evik i
revolution in Russia v
the proletariat made up
and wu]d _emerge

dlhame 01
) consldcrmgthe Idlt.&i :
Dmmo the Ie\olutmn of
sheviks opposed the
mmmﬂr that rhe v

2 E - This lep .
directed at Lurlallmg lhe revolution and
educing it to partial refc 'ms. After the defeat of the
revolution the M she 2} i ;
L ms Lmd that i
to curtail illegal activi :
'y methods with the : Ic for pdl‘[ld]
isintegration, parallel to
g amoue the \Rs began in the midst of
(s too. A large proportion of Men-
i ollapsed and many rank-and-
Dmmt,_ World War I the
S posit a few members
formed a Menshevik-Internationalist group which
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I.ittel in all dlkput '
The onl\- st ;
. pa t\ was the Bn sheul\
Partv which wielded t,rmt infl e among the
workers ly as 1911 Bolshevik publinatiom
ominant in the illegal pre
puhlix.aticms had been arranged

! slogans dEI"IlDCI‘dUL r'puh' 4
eight-hou <ing ¥y and the confiscation of
Ianded estates. These demands ressed the inter-
' h urban and

whelming majorit _
Ct 1ded the Men-

a BoTshevik
s mal Commit
revolutionary ups
to mobilise their forces and d;tc.rmme then strategy
and tactics.
The Prague Conference adopted the decisi
publish a dail WSspap nd on April
> ul'er than the 1

was issued in an edition of 61) thousand copies. !hL

first number of the Me . ppeared unl\
in September and the Socia evolutionary n
§ ll later. avde idly a \ude

new 5p.1p( r I
thdt as early Pravda’s fund inciuded 620
[1111hutum< hum vorkers. In 1913 this




enlightenment and as a means of un]tmg the working
people for economic and political xtruggle This
position predets tory
1]I in such industrial Lentrex .
7, Riga and Baku. The influence
h grew among other sectors of the
population —the democratic intelligentsia, employ
, the low ranking ¢
and the student body

The Bolsheviks made solid gains in
the international solidarity of the working people.
The party programme on the nationalities question,
ﬂualanteem}, the equal rights of nations dnd their
S lf determination, the party’:
, of national cu
of t.sarism

Suppnrt of thls i
Ietters tn Prm-

The Bolshev
to ’ral~te- a stanc

declared the Bolshe i
tatives of the p in the name of the Duma f

While the other parties, gripped by nationalist fever,
cried out for the def pf the monarchist home-

land and dppt‘dIt‘d tnl a Llaq_q tr uce the Bolshcwks‘

amphlets in an edmon
Despite the
lled 2 1~1t tht: party and the arres
thy ']\ faction in the Duma the
activity persisted and Lontmued tn grn
One of the pertinent t d by
the Bolsheviks under the IL,‘ o
that of bringing together all in S i
both in Russia and ' b i
The decisiv I f she 1l
great import under cir
mrmqtlun of a reve utionary situatio
es of the “uppe
old way governing, with tht‘
npromise wi
that a rev ulut]on'u IS

: d{,tll_)l'l snong cnouoh
old r(

rrpemm,
democ
prolet as the most re ;
to head the strug of the d, taking
ad\antwt of hesitations and difficulties in the
ernment and the bourgeois cam
olution to its ccn-:]mion.
'y determination, 8
truﬂs,le the working
above all
det dx.hmenru—the Bol
moment of r ] S
revolutionary proletariat.



Chapter II1

THE OVERTHROW OF THE AUT(

IQI" was marked by the tempest S
In Jamm_\_ _th.e number of

momentum.
fifth led ag
tee,

must be wreste
nt and pl
uc'lled I_

mu \[61‘1[1&{ or

Palace. The

the D!_i]‘fld., in criticising £

in word alone”. -~ at the time columns ui
workers marched on Nevsky Prospekt in the centre

ussian Revnlutlon :
: the demonstrators but to no

apnntaneuu& dem 1st1atmn

ot enlelprh s in protest against the war, hth pl‘lu‘:‘\
and the difficult plight of women workers. The
speeches of the Bolshevik ators found an avid

dudlent.e ; rorkers from the Sampsoniyevs-

y, vedev Factory and the
inning Mli] Fdl.. jory proceeded to the
1 and machin huﬂdmg w k
the workers to ¢

and people
ons poured over

represent.xti\'e
the Petrograd Comr .
/ Committee decided that the time had come to
ut in practice the slogan “Down with the
£

cale. The number of strikers
d and at a number of enter-
to elect deputies to the

5 the political strike of Petrognd
neral str
with the poli
the Petr
C : “Everyone up! Do
7! Hail the eight-hour work d
states to the people! n with the war!
Long live the brotherhood of workers of the world!”

4%




On February 2
row into an arnm uprmm_
police opened fire on demonstr:
Prospekt, killing more lhan 50. On tt
Bolshevi arty was a heav}
Pctmm d Committee v

d Pr topopo\'. Minister of Intu‘nal A
sure Nicholas IT that order had

(_)I'lt tho ;
v _Life-Gua.r

thc insur e po i m-._nemcm gr
striking rapidity. Battles were fought in the ¢
Pctrnorad In the morning

soldiers took the Arsenal a ain
Department by force. Dunnu the dd\- the prisc
the sec e departme 'and ¢

p"n"\lhh? governmental bm 1in
. aph and telephone stations.
evening the entire capital with the e> ;
Admiralty, sheltering the staff of the Petrc
district military command, the Winter Palace and
: and Paul Fortre

Ruo]utmm y Government of the Republic, the
f g oms of the people,
tion of landed estates, an eight-hour
an end to the war.
/ day in the Taurida Palace SRs and
deputies to the State Duma and
members of the War- Induqtl
claimed themsel

¢ the arr
the first

and fe‘

On February 2 Prm-"smndl (omnlmee
State Duma rmed from representativ
bourgeois parties and gI‘OllpiI L i
attempt to s

unmistakably

the r

n T'ﬂ.ld
dﬁdl[‘l\t hn own \MI!I f umg that the l:\eLuln:
Committee of the Pctmg riet would proclz
itself the state ‘lared that the Prov
Committee v i i
he tsarist mmi*;n.r*; Were a d. The pn un
and Paul F rt — the main
of the tsars losed upon




Goremykin, Stiirmer, Shcheglovitov, Protopopov
and othe
But even after having made the decision to
tstabllﬁh a new gove nment the Provisional Com-
C cret negotiations with the
E: of the High Command and
with Nicholas II in an atten to preserve the
( ituti 7 ver the balance of
left
L.L‘lmplt
lution
[L)Id]]

) a
Shulum, a ieadm of th munan,hlst
“things might have turned out otherwise. But we had
neither ¢ iment nor a general ... nor could we
have had one.
On March 1, the power of the tsarist government
r and during the night of March 8
Ru N autocrat [JI'Lt‘L] n wntmh his
of the thronc Undhlt_ to ©

convince their reac

strata as well as all polm 3

Bolsheviks, who allegedly di appe d flom the
0111‘1«.4 scene during the wa ) took part in the
ebr u,\ulutmn Den\m}, role of the
) i lution and in

the ov crthm\\ of sm, ' T amlc the
/ to he the r

) rentsia dnd
democratic” hnurgcms and petty

rote tht: Menahe\ k

d for the great uphea\'dl

i pre entiments, sensed..
pl.u.ed ents ina
somewhat different perspe : enemy with
whom we had long waged such a cruel and bloody
battle / at our feet disarmed and over-

whelm

()ne muxl not, of course, give short «.hntt to the

: pt in mmd
. t.‘uom uf [ht‘ m
rge mea
preceding Te
selfless wor
untiringly
dmonu the W

of Ihe art} W rol.e tha
ncing to rds a revolut :
programme re cc.tcd the mt rests of the b

: s slogans, which
had become the Dg C e 1 nt pcoplu
Second, it w
which represe
in the ¢

Bureau of the

scale while the Mens

of complete ideological and organi%:

der and represented fr

groupings. Bolshevik party d groups
were active in more than ; _' ; . urbdn
cent on the Worthe ¢

the ships of the Baltic Hecl and in m

line army units. The party or

ital, where the fate of the revolution was being
settled ite vo thousa embers and was
connected with m




raging them to prepare .
bdttIE‘s The tsarist secret police rep

"‘.
ted m 1916 that tlnnlluh the Russian Bureau of the

& rature s being tTdI’]‘ipUIIEd
abroad .md ELlldll'IH 1nstructmns pa i
large del from the Bolshevik 1
T]u secret police report for the sam
far as thc pdrtw of Sociali : maries is
Lun-..une-i according ion of the
ar no sugh p'lrt\ in Russia”.
!t 18 qmtc po sible that the police department was
making w 1]d but numerous SR sources also
evolution the
/ere not a monolithic,
united political fc 3
ting of having “brought the
¢ forgot that he had s ¢
ng the muncN ’ror rh\. SR provi
“We were
fh'ckerinu flame nf our
II W ould [dke

efencism and with con
isie. Regarding the bour
of the revolution they :
bbjective in supporting the Urgeois op-
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parties in Russia. The results demonstrated that on
all fundamental issues — peace, land, workers’ con-
trol — the leaders of the petty-bourgec is parties took

side of the bourgeoisie and disregarded the
people’s interests.

The cntna] moments in the development of the
revolution irrefutably demonstrated to the masses
the correctness of the Bolshevik policies. On three
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end of dual power the po lity for peaceful
development of the revolution was also terminated.
Before the Bolshevik Party, the sole party truly
advancing the revolution, there stood the
working out new flt The dlteled ]
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ment forward.
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The congress set forth the party tactics for the
new situation. “At the present time,” states a
resolution adopted by the congress, “the peaceful
development and painless transfer of power to the
Soviets have become an impossibility, for power has
already in actuality been transferred to the hands of
the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie.

“The only correct slogan at the present moment is
that urging the complete liquidation of the dictator-
ship of the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie.” The
congress steered the party towards an armed
uprising. The congress indicated its firm conviction
that a new, inevitable upsurge of the Russian
revolution would place in power the workers and the
poor peasantry.

Chapter IV

OCTOBER

Events proceeded just as had been foreseen by
the Bolsheviks. Despite the seemingly evident
triumph of reaction, V. L. Lenin in his evaluation of
the July crisis demonstrated that it had put into
motion the general collapse of the policy of
conciliation with the bourgeoisie and hastened the
turn of the masses to the Left. “The victory of the
counter-revolutionaries,” he wrote on July 26, 1917,
“is making the people disappointed with the Social-
ist-Revolutionary and Menshevik parties and 1s
paving the way for the masses to adopt a policy of
support for the revolutionary proletariat.” The pace
of the swing to the Left is illustrated by the
following example. On August 14, during the
elections to the lower level of the municipal
governing organs held in a number of places in
Moscow Province, the Bolsheviks received 27 per
cent of the votes. On August 29, during elections to
the next level the Bolsheviks carried 37 per cent of
the votes. The SRs lost half of their voting strength
in the same interval.

The July events accelerated and made more
profound the decline and deterioration of the
petty-bourgeois parties. Their influence among the
working people fell catastrophically. Thus the
circulation of the Menshevik Workers® Newspaper
fell from 100 thousand copies in March 1917 to

T
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The fundamental principle of the Bolshevik
approach to the resolution of economic problems
was the ensuring of a predominant role for the state
in economic life and the drawing of the working
people into the management of pmdu;tmn and the
distribution of material benefits. The primary means
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md not W d]f d[lOthE] IU(I
wrote to the All-Rus

hand W lth us, becaus
: is to defend capital rather than the
working p .. Comrades, understand that our
revolution Lolldpxe that the Socialist
volutionaries are a dormant 3
dormant for hundreds of ; to come. We must
support only the Bolshev rty, who are beating a
direct path to so m, and Lenin must be higher
than all the res in this connection is the
declaration of S leader of Ihe Left SRs,
which was the next largest party. She stated bluntly
that her party upported the Bols ecause
the m s drawn out of a state of stagnation are

to the fact that during the
plep" r'itm S fm the ctober rolution the Bol-
sheviks were the only for g the trust and
Support of the ma , on the one hand,
the fruit of party pol nd the immense w ork it
carried on among the rking people, and on the
other, the result of the id u]oon.al and polit
bankrupt of the petty-bourgeois parties, which
ad aliena themselves from the people and
turned out to be on the other side of g
In the camp of counter-r

hus one c.af the nec

a party, hut on the adv 'mued i..]d.\\ tu- rev olutmn.u y




upsurge of the people. Other conditions we
present: the turning point in the his
m_ revolution had when the
's of the people
racillations in th
Iute friends of the re
01 tht' LI]JIl‘..lIlU
upon the

the dznn.d upnsmu
. Lenin. ()n( ; &
1 Cumrmttee ut t‘ne
sion of a speech gi
1rrent moment ddU

uulded h\ thls disc
questions from th'
the uprising w:

( nnferem

upon the initi
and cz

IRC md at 1

and 150 [houscmd
had procl:

ruct On October

ee adopted a blueprint for the in ;
; al C met in
on with rep ives of the Per—

e, the Mili



pre
and to support the L.
for this purpose. T
certainty th:
would in due time point out the aus
and the most appropriate mode of stmn
The choice of moment was ve
either a premature uprising or its o
ensue in the defeat of the revolutionarsy
moment arrived on October 24. On that day the
Provisional Government began an assault against
the revolution with the seizure of the printing
presses fUI the Bolshevik newspapers, Rabochy Put
a * the
ack the plll‘lIII‘lU press. The Petro-
gr'ad Bnishex Committee ddopted the decision tn
“move the entlre 0 i
immediate
our Lhd[’](.eh of
ealed to the
taunchness,
qe]f-mntrol and detum
the commissars and cc s of the military units
to prepare their men for action.
the \IR( did not dumon

be uqed by thn
th 1r forces

‘.;-11. " Shortly after this Leni

nformlt\
_ the t le' ¥
tions dlld off

2 ateme t of the M RC ent:tled

tizens of R “...the cause for which

the people have struggled: the imme :
of a demc : peace, the abolition of 1

s, workers’ control over production and the

hment of a Soviet Government, this cause is

Durm0 the day the Petrograd Soviet triumphantly
greeted the leader of the revolution, Lenin, and
durin; the evening the Sec l-Russia

_ ations followi
reporl 01 thL s 'zure f the Winter Palace and the
arrest of the members of the Pm\hiondl Govern-
ment. In the address w rltten by Lenin and adopted
by the con I rker
and Peasan q’ lt W td ‘Backed by the

rity of the workers xoldlers and peamntw
the victorious ir k

congress decrees: calitie shall
pass viets of Vork . Soldiers’ and
PE’i\-dﬂ[‘%' ' ;

“a crime of Tht:‘
" and expressing
lts determmﬂmn to conclude an immediate peace
“on terms equally jus all nations without
exception”. The congre ;sed the working pe-
ople of the world w 1th an .1ppc¢] to aid in achieving
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foreign po]u
and of respect for the sove

wners, chur Lh

and the tsarist fami ere placed at the disposal of

the local peasant Soviets for distrib ution among Iht;

peasantry on the f i
The ¢

ment— the

cil of Minis

compose g

matter of the un

allow any other p:

ment. The Menshes

minority left the congre

reason or destin

she\il\ i'if'ure Iam

s of the Commlm ts to
i tlup'_ite in the govern-

] RI ght SRs making up the
ft, ignorant of

ummned at ﬂ'lt
\|t1tmn of rhe

_eft SRs en
TS Iater_,

t ..in. the
thc: L.e-ft. SRs. The

Lit['-‘: s 1Hel was rejected by the Right SRs and
ed that agreement with the
wol -hn]c and that instea

S should be
ived seven mlnnttu-

5 nt, including

and post and telegraph. In the

ed \Uth the Left : :

First days the \"" OT1C
pvernment and
hemme the ruli

met onl\




that their creativity would
nd methods for the
DC g labour produc-
y, and for the p(’llltltal education and instruction
of the masses.

During the first months of Soviet power all
remnants of serfdom were eliminated. W
implementati
received 150 million dessiatines of land confiscated
from the landowners, the ist family and the
church—as well as 300 million rubles’ worth of
"ik.l‘ii..l_lftl_llai imp]ements formerh held the land-

yments of 700

ldnd punhme and rental. The

P ation into estates (nnbl}]t\.
Yy, petty
all titles

The
Church and Rc]lgwus Societies” \ep( ated LhUILh
and state and the ool from the chu
iti may profess any or no religion
“All infringements upon the right
or no faith are abolished.” In add
ernment did not obstruct the observance

The Synod (the supreme organ of tht-
h

Orthudn\ Chur" LUIII.IUUSL] to function. Patria

n Church, desplte his

given equal rights.

One document of the utmost importa
Declaration of Rights of the P 0 3
which proclaimed “1) The equality
of the .-.ople\ ot Russ:a

determination up to Lmd muludlnL secession and Iht
formation of independent states.

nd It'sIIlLtlL‘l[‘l‘s
de\elopn ent of the national
and ethnnumphu groups liv .1 on the
s of Ru
red null and :
pvernment concerning the partition of Persia
and Turkey, ed mdependeme to Finland and
carried uut number of other :
to liquidate national oppres

Howuwr
In 40 mllhon

us dl‘ld W mld go down in defeat.
e un|u~t1t|ed Worker
s 'anklng employees too
management of ernmental affairs in their own
hands. The military units despatched 70 former
accountants to work in the Stdte Bank. ThL
the People’s Comm
made up of workers trom the ¢
factory embers of the Bolshevik ty with ri h
i e i > revolutior strug thc‘ll‘
s at the head of tk ' i
. There was the worker G. I. Petm\ l\




* militia we
ind an
of the revolution —the
ommission for the Strug-
evolutlon and S:

m'm'lbement of IhL‘ nati I'Icl'
stablished — the Supreme Economic

with the programme set forth in the
works of Lenin, “The Impending
and Hou to (om at It”

ance w rth

( approved by V
tended to all ente
employ md an ann

APProv 1I uf the \wrker\
were binding upon all

ofi
e h\ thc emplo ers, in pI‘Dtt’.'L.l-
' Iu.thk C

in‘lpc‘ntant in preparing the nationalisation of produc-

kers ner h.1d C it down

in hopex of Iut,kmOr out four thousand rkers and
eaving them w ithout employ. After this the enter-
: ini i national-
norma]

: 3 per cent of the industrial ent'
and lhe entlre merchant fleet and railv

pertinent to obser\e thdt “Ith t.he mlmndl
the bar ind annulment of the loans «
and Provisional gove nments the i
smdll depositor v

to
foods ull. to the wo
ameliorate their living condition
ceiling on ren heed the famili
in the army dlm
from
con

From the outset of the revolution the Communist




Party and the Soviet Government set about the

isation of public education on a state-wide

e. It took the necessary measures to preserve

and make accessible for the wo ng people the
-..ultmaI tIEd‘;UlER Cl')l’lfl'\Ldtt‘d from the ru]jng c

u)ndltlon\ nf . :
research. It is dlﬂlcul[ to 11 > MOTE SC
describe in detail, all that v done in the firs
months of Soviet power to transform social relz
and the economy and to rebuild the state
culture. The country was literally turned up
down, it seethed from Brest to the Pacific Ocean.
The ongoing events left no one indifferent. The
societal foundations which had evolved over centu-
Ties were shdtle 1 g 3
something was replete with the enthusiasm of
creative ac 7 .md of stmgole for a new world.

On January 10, i

7 of Sovie

and adopted the Declaration of Rwhts of the
V\ml\mﬂ 'md E\plmted People ’lhls dular.mon

fme]gn pol
Det.lmdtu

Thus a state )
conforming to the intere ts of the people and the
task of building a socialist society.

stablished under the most difficult

' s, marked by widespread destruction
and hunoer counter- ]."L\Ollitl()[’ld]\ uprisings and
conspiracies and a continuing imperialist war. As
s the country was engaged in war with Ger-

the position of the Soviet Republic could

not be considered stable. The attainment of a
peaceful rtsplte be it at the cost of burdensome
a tdsl\ of the utm urgency.

Not only the anti-Soviet qush vik aﬁd '-Rig-l{t SR
pdltleb but also the Left QRR .md a numhel of

sign a pes
qu;h an

take into account both the realiti

ably he: ( and adventurl tically pl
with the the people and th
revolution, de. : n if the German army
occupied Petrog "—Ih]\ would only
serve the world revolution, for the ( 2 \\ ould
{,hoke on 1ht1l c unk of I:v ing fl

the wo kmn peaqftntrv and th pm]ct :
completely crushed and trampled in hlc:od by
international imperialism™.

In the struggle —one that was difficult, stubborn
and replete with drama — against the cham
revolutionary phraseology or a revolution
Which could have spelled the end of the revolution,
Lenin demonstrated the ty of concluding a

7% (818]



Communist Pz e S 0
the opponents gn pohu \oted
( : and the Fourth

'| lt T €

't

i ress of Soviets to
u..om.hlde peace the Left SRs, lacking faith in the
strength of the working people, turned ply to the
Right. They announced their withdra

Soviets and other Soviet organisations.
ring of 1918 disagreement on the supply

tance of the village bourgeoisie to sell the

its surplus grain at stable pri

ment : S 1
ship— compulsory ions of grain surplu
and a ban on the free hade of grain. Committees of
the village poor were create

policies. The Left SRs took up the

]\U]J]\ dnd_op d fht lITlpUH[IlCII] of t

E\en the lead 3t th Left \R\
e ground of criticising the
oined by elements who

pport and a return to the

elieved that their opposition to the

igned in Brest and to the provision

of the government would give them a

ity at the Fifth All-Russia Congress of Soviets

-h in turn would g the opportun )
seizing leadership of ‘the country and introducing

their own political line. However these hopes were
i i - that their prestige wa declining
' nd xlo"ans were of no

er i ]
re wrted to a uauntu revolutionary ent.me.
hlle Ihe Fifth All-Russia
58§ ( ; Was d in the hope
ot rupmum, th' Brext Pe'u.t.. the» assassinated the
German Amb dor Mirbach and began a revolt
aiming at the seizure of power. Howev r neither the
popu}atmn nor the military units, nor even the Left
lisations in Moscow — supported the in-
_ In a matter of hours the revolt was
liquidated.
After the revolt the Left SR Party disintegrated. A
g number of the membership left the party,
ut' them mmmo Iht Bolsh Part of the
: the “Populist
] nmunists”,
pporte @ f ¢ ation with the
h on both th . parties (the first at the
i ) acting on the

munist Party.
: and

Lmentall\ the ponents 01 P g
with other parties, that from the very outset they
exclude the possibility of alliance with any other
political uping or party mdeend
Certain ert that the Bolshev
the Left SRs as soon as the latter evinc
be independent. However the Bolsh




liguidated the revolt, but refrained from taking
repressive measures against the Left SRs as a party.
The latter coll as a result of its own policies. It
is no coincidence that a member of the Left SR
faction at the Fifth Cong of Soviets, Roslave
called her party “the party of suicides”. From this
moment the Communists became the only Soviet
party in the country
The Fifth All-Rus gress of Soviets unani-
mously adopted the first Constitution of the Russian
‘mwet Federative Socialist Republic (
t workers’ state in the world. The Constitution
d the results of the effort to build a state
October Revolution. It Lonsuhddted the
um’rnrmlt\ : harmoniousness
and COVET ntal manage (.-11[. It
( i 1] foundation to the
racy and provided
islative basi_s for t.hj: suh quent evolution of

/elopment an
But it is only

; at the dawn of | istory, rightfully called the
_uf man, that people began to ask the

question: 3
the weak ¢ strong eter can the e\plmt'ltmn
of man b | be ended, can unjust inequal
eliming can the wo be changed,
how? The centuries d and with
historical epoch this question was more and more
prominent in the minds of the advanced thinkers in
every country, and among the broad masses of the
oppressed and impoverished. At first they turned to
the past and concocted legends about the “golden
of the distant past, an age of justice, plenitude

and _peace, which was then replaced by the “iron
yod and violence. Then the first utopian
-ame to the conclusion that the *
nd up to that time had placed in
>t was to be found in the future. But
dream, for no one had to that dd[t.

uld h lqulld ted. _
a path to a society where all enjoy
re free of exploitation cost man
_ A Defendin » the right to happiness
and human dignity Spartacus’ gladiators fell under
the swords of the Roman Iegmndne and the English
yeomen besieged the castles of the nighted nohlll-
ty. With the words “liberté, egalité, fr aternité”, 1he
sans-culottes stormed the redoubtable Ba
or land and freedom the peasants rose up v th
oniy pitchforks and scythes during the pe 8
in Germany. In the name of overthrowing the tsarist
autoc the blood of the Decembrists flowed on
the Senate Square in St. Petersburg and the heroes
of the People’s Will mounted the scaffolds in
Russia.
Karl Marx 2
from a utopia into a s
to the question in the mlnds ul the mos
thinkers. Indeed society b on the ploitation of
man by man is not eterna
there will be a new social sys
the best ideals of mankind. !
inevitable and logical.

a change is b
gnal a new ¢
'md beommm_ tha

In order t.o dnoe the w orld {I \\'
find within soc itself, and not only
enlighten and o e for the str uu_le such fOILE"-
which could —and by their pO\ltIOI‘I must —make
b a power capable of sweeping away the old and
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creating the new.
working class, the [')I‘th?tdll"
bringing the new
i i i rth uf Leninism in
e of the ]_emmst part\ on

tiom-n').-' p-'-u‘t
pable of
dt‘telmm' . .
ely c.onnea,ted W lth rhc ma
g tht.u hupes Jnd convi
prin
- s, in [.ht words of Lenin, the
imelllz_em.e honour, and ¢ e of our times”
V. L. Lenin lived and worked He w
' [ revolutionary

ts ssia would be
turned into the udd]e of prnletd.rlan pluti
first country to undertake the building ¢
;md to rhrow opﬂn the door to the new

tmc\-el class sression of man h}-'
man in a hug Lountn one-si th the earth’s surfa-
ce and initiated the era of the creation of class
] society, the era of the triumph of commun-

re\'ulutmn n‘r I;
e on events in Euro
Hnwv:\m Thl'\ 1sted but si
shich ensued a return to the pas air
royal Bourbons flourished and over Eumpe hung
the suffocating atm here of the Holy Alliance.
ist Revolution mad
ible. It shattered mass
'|d ctt.mitv of the

; oluti-._ n became t.h
and no

: chies and the empero
| together with the autumn leav

the November Revolution (1918) the Hoht.-nm]lem

monarchy fell in Germany; the Austria-Hungary
d under the blows of re\'olutlon and lhe
irgs joined t

monarchs. In 1

Hungary, Ba

The October Re o]llt]un be;
history of the nati
les of the colonial dnd se
harlal Nehru,
cal Iedder wrote; *




society by a great leap and had lit a
ould not bL smolhc.led and ..
c mlthl‘l
.mce.”

The Lham of 1mpe11d]1sm was breached. The
October Revolution opened the era of the collapse
of imperialism and the collapse of any society based
on the exploitation of man by man. Under the
impetus of the October Revolution a new stage was
initiated in the history of the international working-
cl movement and of all prog ve forces. The
working-class movement acquired, in the Commu-
nist parties, its leader in the struggle for the victory
of the socialist revolution and for the building of
communist society. The victory of the October
Revolution gave the working people of the entire
world an awareness of their power, a clarity of

, confidence in the future. It showed them the
path to lism and to national liberation and
independence.

Not unl\ n 0mls but also in nature and methods,

s the most humane of all

set of the revolution Soviet
whatsoeve
n gov meenl and the
concerned. When Gener-
ther with the former Prime
in opposition to Soviet

er ]\eren&.l\\' to :
ured on the Pulkovo Heights on the

released on his word

d) that he

would end his ar

Not a single hair w

former ministers of the F

The following incident m:
A group of Red Guards ar : and Paul
Fortress (where the former minist had been
escorted from the Winter Palace]

official in charge. “The incarcerated are receiving
the same ration as the guards. No one in fact has
enough. Why are we being so lenient on the

/ revolutionaries,

in charge. The
itment of th mmlsters and cadets of
ools who had resisted Soviet power (the
rity of them were als sed on tht.u honour)
be 'ldmltftd even by §
: }'01 of Petl‘O'-'l
W lth an American uorrespundent
s the October Revolution is often
y authors abroad as an act of bloody
_ carried out by Ishevik ty, whose
primary instrument was the use of unprecedented
terror. In this context they refer to the civil war
whn.h swept the country for three }t. :

a civil war in Russia, and i ' c.rue]
one. But. first of all, no revolution was free of
a civil war, beginning with the revolution in the
Netherlan S the English houwems rc\'oluv

the Boi~
> and land-
:, the Right SRs
the n.mlutmn with the
Support of foreign i 1mp ists.




Chapter V

THE DEFENCE OF THE REVOLUTION

The (}CIOhEI Revolution triumphed so rapidly,
nd painlessly because it was a ftrue

peopl revolution. It was resolutely and openly
supported by the overwhelming majority of the
popu]atlon of Rus for the revolution took place
in the name of the basic interests of the w orking
people and saved them from an economic, social
and political oppression the likes of which had no
equal in any other country in Europe. But it is
self-evident that the re rolution had not only adher-
ents and defenders. It also had powerful, dangerous
and implacable enemies. These were, bove all, the
hom the revolution had deprived of

ng it to tens of millions of the

in uded d]HU the OWIners of laroe

and Ereed}

: ‘ne;n depr of its privileges and the monar-
cal officers’ ps.
All of them were defeated in the course of the

revolution, but rather than lay down their arms they

decided to continue the struggle against w orkers’
' power.

The s of counter-revolution were, despite

the danger they presented, comparatively eak. The

Soviet state, relying on the support of the over-

whelming rna]nrlt\ ot the country’s population,
quite rapidl : : spposition of the
internal ¢ ary fc Soviet power

: ; revolt on the Don

crushed. The Don . Ataman Kaledin

<h0t himself in Novocherkassk. The pretender to

; f dictator of all Russia, General Kornilov,

ated and fatally wounded in battle near

aterinodar. Ataman Dutov fled to the Tw
ith the remnants of his troops. Semyonov's
driven back into Mongolia. The counter-
evolutionary Ukrainian Rada was Iouted

_ Despite this, the civil war did not
it intensified I1L1nsz on an ex ..ept'

munter rev olutlonan tol
direct aid from the large :

: a attaus 'f Russm.
~ What prompted the mlpelnlm OWeETS to deny
recognition to the lic l"

the counter-revolu
enter into open
order to destro
bulk of the «

y ins
gainst the Soviet people in
let power recognised by the

dmun nts in their upmmn that tht. 20\'ernment§ ot
thn m : nt the‘;e :.ounmes were acting upon

3 . ur-...hles and t.he IlOblIll.}_
€ Dlgdlll‘sed S ons and military ce
mt “the French people in order to

the 1e~.enl
a and out of
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the fear that the Russian example would be followed
by the working people of other countries. In
addition, the majority of these ernments pursued
their own merce ives, hnpmo that after the
ox?erthro“ of Sovie ower Russia would be
; — which would open
; for their economic and

political penellatlon ot her territories.

At the time of the October Revolution the world
was divided into two hosti s, forming the
belligerents in World War I. It w
fourth year of internecine war, dr '
resources of Britain, France, the USA and Japan, on
the one hand, and the Austro-German bloc, on the
other. However, the Entente and Kaiser Germany
were of one mind in their hostile attitude to
revolutionary Russia.

The revolts of the internal counter-revolutionaries
did not at this point threaten the very existence of
the Soviet state. The peop te had at its
disposal the necessary resources to crush the
rebelling kuldks d ie. The foreign

fire. It was their

ind  their m which permitted

the organ on, assembl id equipping of a

more or less sizeable armed force for counter-re-
volution.

The interference of the foreign powers in the
affam of ‘m\ 1et Rll's\ia t(mk var ous forms. On the

pinm:d dow ia.n army on the. fTOI
deflected enormous resources of the young S
Republic to be spent on military needs, a fact
facilitating the internal counter-revolutionary strug-
gle against Soviet power.

110

After ]

German and / ian imperialists occu

all of Byelorus m the Ukraine, the Crimea, and part
of the Don regic wucasus, In these
invaded regioc ey liqui Soviet power.
Military pr i i ) i
line, incursior 2 ritory and attempts fo
interfere in the affairs of Soviet Russia continued
into the . 'ng and summer of 1918.

b{?LdT’l‘lﬁ more plO our ‘ed and heavy-handed. From
isolated ac id to the internal counter-revolution
the West European and US governments turned to
open mili intervention.
018, 200 British troops disembar
from the cruiser Glory in the northern port city ¢
; suhatanlml I.J.]‘ldlng‘i nt

Murm'ms}, Ne

East as w
Admiral 1'\'110
troops wert n.
BE g from San
: seneral
: the 27th and 31st US infantry
Te '-.ent fmm Mdmh—all ste‘

d in the ~trugq]e W 1th the -Sowet Repu c.

s corps was created in 1917 of Czechs and
Slovaks serving in the Austro-Hungarian army who
h..ld surren edtothe Rus ians during World War L.




lez

with the leaders
nationalists and under p
Idiers into an anti-Soviet adventure.
ionalists regarded this

y S its troops
from the V olgd to V lddl\ ystok. ordance with a
ablished plan it Stdl‘ted a 1‘ehelllon E

Soviet Republic. The immense reach
Ccntral Volga region, the U i :
ast were to serve as a ._pungbuard for the
u.lmagle against the Soviet Republic.
It should be added that many Czechs and Slov aks
then in Russia voluntarily entered the rank
Red Arm\ and sacrificingly fought side by s
kers and pe: /
Nevertheless, it is a historic
May and July 1918 appm_xlmat
officers and soldiers of the Czec
|mned the Bnt]sh Amer an,
t the Soviet Republic.
lovak corps enorm-
3 1tuat on of the young Rupuh-
lic of Soviets. In the summer of 1918 intervention-
ists and whiteguards seized the Central Volga
region, the Urals, Siberia and the Far East. The
Jastern Front was thus created and from the
immer of 1918 was the main front of the Republic.
The organisers of the rebellion confident that
now they could crush Soviet power.
This confidence was reinforced by preparations
for anti-Soviet uprisings in a number of cit
Central Ru arly July I(»‘IQ Ruzht caR-m

12

The inter
troops to re : : udec‘ the
organisation of a ¢ % the tmdnunq of
revolutionary for d moral and finai
ents,

: s dl‘ld Tmh ~.tdn
It of the echoslovak corps
; of internal counter-i
atamans omnce again revolted on the Don Lind
Orenburg. The so-called \ oluntary Army
reactionary o Ssed
2 : lutionar
in lhe ‘\mth the Volga regio
Urals.
_ Thus, enemi > young Repub-
lic from all s:du‘ - . battles were fought
here and Tmnts 3 ide
Three-fourths of the country )
enemy. The red b'mneI of the Soviets flulleze-.l
n_nl\ n the raratively sma]] tc.rrrtm / Q

W h]teuualds intensified with each p .5sing C

the ring encircling the RLlehh(. v '

ti_ghter. The sil'uat.ion was
: The monstrous cons
ine was mnre and more active




Al s of the underground terrorist groups,
as a rule, were financed dnd dlret.tr,d by agents of
the foreign powe oncurrently

; iv Brit.—
cial diplomatic replexentdtl\t, in '
BI uce Lockhart, was at the head of a far- 1ea(.hm°
and ramified conspiracy of counter-revolutionary
forces against Soviet power.

In the summer and autumn of 1918 the Soviet
Republic was in an extremely difficult situation. The
open military intervention of the Entente was
expanding. Uprisings of kulaks and whiteguards
fanned over the country. A battle front was opened
i /olga region within direct reach of the
country’s heartland and Moscow. Initially 1soldlcd
detachments and units of the Red Arm
confronted on this front with the we armed
Czechoslovak regulars and separate detachments
of whiteguards.

The situation facing the
further complic a

proletariat had not yet been brought to completion.
It was only in the heat of battle with the insurgents
1gh the efforts of the Communist Party and
Jovernment that a standing Red Army
s created. In the early stages of this w ork
1stances of unparalleled courage and stamin:

a numbt:r of units

pe
of disciplin

The Menshe ;
aid to the interventionists .md v\} y
juncture. Through their counter-revolutionary
tivities they paved the way to power for the Cadets
and Black Hundre hat is, for op bourgeois,
landowner and monarchist counter-re ition. They
aided the enemies of Soviet power both in the

regions seized from the latter and in the hinterland
of the Republic.
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3 All cfforts were
at the creation of an armed force in the
shortest possible time. “No r1e olutmn IS Wor
anything unle' it can defend itself,” wrote I t_ﬂll‘
In ‘rhe spring of 1918 the army had 3
: by the outset of 1919 the numbel hf

draw n into the service ()f the Re-d Arm\_,

end of 1918 there were 35 thousand
) The number of former enlisted officers
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M. Shaposhnikov,

Iatcr occupying the pmt ut thef of the General
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remarkable victories under his command; the
former carpenter Vasily hapayev, who demon-
strated extraordinar i i ile i

mand of a di Blyukher, a w
sentenced to s al vears’ imprisonment
participation in the revolutions /
sion commander who successfully fought against
Kolchak and Wrangel and then led the Soviet troops
in the Far East.

The best Communists enlisted in the Red Army.
The members of the Russian Communist Party were
the first in the ranks of the fighters struggling for the
Soviet homeland. They were
courage and selfless dedi .
socialist revolution. It was said in the instru
the Communists mobilised for the front: g
Communist imp many obligations, but it brings

one privilege — that of being first to fight for
he revolution.” In 1920, half of all party mem-
bers — 300 thousand strong— were in the ranks of
More than 50 thousand Communist gave

on the field of battle. The most outsts

g and hardened in the re onary struggle wer

vinted military « isS be s toget
sibility for the

efforts of Communists on the path of
ing the Red Army were ove 1e. It became a
gular and tightly ciplined arn
In the summer of 1 7
place in the _
point that 2 Czechosl
detachments were tryi break through to the
tral regions. The fighting in this region
ve importance.

1918, as the World War ended

was annulled, the situation im

the Soviet Republic. In the territori )
German troops — the Ukraine, the Balfi
Byelorussia—the people once agdin establis
Soviet power.

The conclusion of World War I had its negative
consequences for the Soviet Republic a
Entente nations gained the opportunity
ing anti-Soviet intervention. Direct rout
ports were opened through the Medite
Black seas. On the night ¢
British and French military
Sea and headed di
the protection of b .

Greek soldi anded in Odessa, S
ports of the Ukraine, the
By the beginn

of the Enter 3reece a
s to the Ukraine: on March
troops there numbered more than 12 thousa
turn Rumania began to transpo
Ukraine. All in all the number
ording to the data of
d 130 thousand,

rom th
General d’,
White armie

Centre,
T'he most serious threat to the Republic now came
from the South. The Central C i




Communist Party sent the best Communists there
along with substantial reinforcements. In late 1918
and early 1919 the Don was liberated after bloody
and arduous battle.

Meantime the. i
Ukraine were

sants of the

ts on the

February

he legend-

: / nko liber-

ated Kiev. Foreign troops ¢ uffered a number of

defeats. In a battle in the vicinity of the Berezovka

Station (near Odessa) the Red Army men fearlessly

>d an attack against the tanks which were

making their first appearance in Russia. Heroism

proved to be stronger than metal — the Red Army
men emerged victorious.

Revolutionary action began among the foreign
troops. The soldiers were reluctant to fight in the
name of counter-revolutionary goals quite alien to
them. A revolt broke out among the sailors of a
French adron. Red flags were hoisted on the
ships J. Bart and France. The interventionist
detachments were forced to withdraw from the
Ukraine and the Crimea in the spring of 1919,

Though defeated in their attemps to strangle
Soviet Russia on their own, the Entente imperiali
did not abandon their designs. Instead they decided
to use internal counter-revolutionary troops as the

main strike force. The high milit command of the
Entente intended to launch a general offensive with
its main thrust directed concentric

a—] »w. The plan stipulated thdt the
intervention should be carried out by the combined
military efforts of all participants in the armed
struggle.

The first to assume the offensive was the former
Admiral Kolchak, who had become the milit
dictator of Siberia and assembled a sizeable arm?
provided with foreign weapons and outfitted in
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foreign u orms. In 1919, the USA, Bri
and Japan provided Kolchak -':th . thot
rifles, 3,650 machine-guns and mm.h other We
ry. At the same time interve
whiteguards moved into actio
Turkestan, the north, near Petroo dﬂd in a
number of other places. / ng 1919 the
counter-revolutionary s num ered muuhlx one
million men,
the beginning of April Kolchak’s troops
i hed the Volga. Once 3 again the Eastern Front
/as the pivot. At the suggestion of the Party Central
g. mmittee, every party organisation sent from 10 to
20 per cent of its membership to the front, and up to
; nt to the front-line areas. Kolc
tcd By the > of 1919 his tmups were

flc.r-ce battles with Kolchak were still
vay, the army under Gener Deml\m
launched its attack from the south. .
supported £ near Petmm ad as w cIl as i
uther enemy for

ped thrnugh [he mon
Winston Churchill.
War, called Denik
dutumn 0

ras thc most Lﬂ;_ >
and n_-nmt dam.el ault undertaken the
e€nemies of the Rtpuhlu Lenin wrote a letter to all
party organisations entitled “All Out for t
Against Denikin!” The letter contained a ret
Programme for the effort against Denikin. roop-
trains with reinforcements wer. the Southern
Front. In the latter half of O
moved to the offen
Strenuous battle. Ma

hands several times. I"lnd”\ So
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pushed their w
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g i
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error and Iep1
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the Polish Republic and desir
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'dl superiority and due
rces of the Red Army
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Ukrain Yy Were supporte y the Pet]umwt..:
and Wrange
The battle on th:: Western Front -..ontmu\.d
throughout the RllﬁlﬂlEI Both su‘lex saw

r cnuagcmentx In O«.tohu 1920 an ar misti
was  signed. Poldnd \\llhdlt:“
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and rail and water tr y

declined by almos 1pc ent. Populat

the frunt and in the rear, from hunge
d and interventionist terror,

and epideml
hundreds of the ;
women and children and for the fact that the
economy reduced to a state of shambles.
The renowned . G. Wells, who visited
ia i ' by the sheer

emp1 lnto \l
European imp
atr ouous blo

ous deprivations and ruin w hth dc ce
people, the wor ¢
bent all their
power and of the gai 5

The results of the civil war pro
thought. A study
the inanity

[hdl the
despite the will of

peopie and \umlari\ retained power \nthoul
ular support, and finally that the pop as ¢
: rent to the struggle be-l.\-\-'een

Indeed h-. mld a government shorn of popular
support withstand several vears of difficul d
stubborn struggle with the superior for
/ention and counter-revolution? How
d on compulsion survive :
when three-fourths of the country had

S manhmg upon Mo ]
Thb penod ot the civil w ar and intervention
resulted in the collapse of all c.nuntel -revolutio

They pubhshed their own newspapers, assembled i in
puh]lc gatherings, etc. But the fact remains that
a , in the recent past so numencall\
n these years perished politically, 1
membel ship and turned into small ¢ usters of
unprincipled political inveiglers.
The Communist Party was the only mass party
closely c,onnected with and leddmg the ma
point 15 tha
p sed themsd\ es in Ihc:
inter-revolutiona
t struggle. They openl ened Dm .kln
and KOILhd]\-[hOSﬁ' representatives of the most
bl monarchistic re They betrayed the
interests of Russia, rating with the forei
OCCUPdIfOI'l&I forc ating puppet ”9.(
ments” under the protet.tlon of the latt
Side by side \nth the interventionists,
down the country’s heroic patriots. They m
attempt on the life of the leader of the people
the revolution — Lenin.
only t.hq Communist Party that defended

nists, sp
attack, dnd
and depnmlm €
nist Party showed the peoph, the path—a difficult
one but the only one available —to freedom and
happiness
s of Russia had to make a choice
iod of the October Revolution and the
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rs of civil war. Th hose once and forever in
ur of the fommum t P'l /

were dLlltt \hmla._ s of f stutts
other es Howev even in
cumstances the “t iet s i

of important s

improving the life of the wu‘kmg
world’s first labour legi

ng annual paid va
payments, etc. Durm;: these
ing Iha., intere:
\'»'15 d'\memht,r d. Taking its pla.s:e
ernment with trul de ocrali

[mn
culture.
and technofog rere made the pmp::rt\ u{ the
ple. Education was made free of charge and
instruction was in the native ngu gc T_ e terrible
legacy of the past—illit rac ;

baby food dl tribution centr
k Tg first established, then expan-
ded.
The working p e of Russia saw and e\pcri—
enced the great changes underway i ¢ '
were aware that they

level of social consciousness and selflessnes:
their work. For the first time 1n hmtor\ thc wor
began : :




as a social necessity. They looked upon work
through the eyes of the conscious builders of a new
society.

It was precisely during these years that Commu-
nist subbotniks (voluntary overtime work for the

good of society) became widespread. In the spring
of 1919 Communist railroad workers from the
Moscow Sorting Yard Station, eager to help the
country in the difficult struggle against Kolchak,
decided not to go home after work on Saturday
(subbota in Russian) but rather to organise overtime
repair work on the locomotives. This effort soon
became a mass movement. In Moscow alone, for
example, in May 1920 more than one million people
took part in subbotniks. During these subbotniks the
leaders of the Communist Party and the Soviet state
worked side by side with workers, employees and
Red Army men. On May 1, 1920, for example,
Lenin, participating in a subbotnik, strained away at
heavy logs, and the head of state, the Chairman of
the All-Russia Central Executive Committee, M. L.
Kalinin, took to a workbench in a factory. Lenin
called these subbotniks the actual beginning of

communism.

Chapter VI

THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY

On December 15, 1920, Pravda publis :
announcement by the field headquapirtersbh;fd tgg
Military Revolutionary Council* that with the conc-
lu§10n of military action on the fronts the release of
daily summaries of battle operations was to cease.
This marked the beginning of the long-awaited
peace. It did not indicate that all military activities
had ended or that the entire country had been
liberated from the interventionists and whiteguards
The Far East still remained in the hands of the
Japanese invaders and remnants of the whiteguard
armies were still in operation in separate outlying
districts. However this was not of decisive impor-
tance. What was most important was that the peace
had been won and that peaceful socialist construc-
thIn had been pIac(f):g on the agenda.

.enin wrote in 1921: *...We have aright to be and
are proud that to us has fallen the goo% fortune to
begin the building of a Soviet state, and thereby to
usher in a new era in world history, the era of the
rule of a new class, a class which is oppressed in
€very capitalist country, but which everywhere is
marching forward towards a new life, towardé

* Military Revolutionary C i
ionary Council —the organ heading the
dAT;ncd Forces and working out operational strategy fo% the
efence of the Soviet state. .
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R g iron ore mines had been flooded and work

halted in the copper and manganese mines of
13

£

ories of

Rail and water transport facilities had been badly
damaged. Movement had been halted on 31 rail lines
as of early 1921, 1,700 kilometres of rail had been

a]most Il the locomotives and one-
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still unknown in the countryside. In Centl al
Asia the irrigation w andoned and the produc-
tion of cotton fell sharply, in Azerbaijan it was
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Ities were encountered in pro-
viding the population with foodstuffs and other
essentials. Footwe: clothing, fuel, soap, and
medicaments were 111 in short supply. Towns were
abandoned. In Moscow the population declined by
more than 600 thousand, in Petrograd, by more than
one million. The were left v : y
transport had come to a halt, and many homcs were
Wlthout heat.
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that in certain localities money exchange was
replaced by natural exchange. Salt, for example,
served as money in Kazan Province — 200 grams of
salt being the cost of seed storage in the public
ar I'l * o r
% The{ize of the working « dwindled, first from
losses on the front, and seco because some
workers, under the pressure of hunﬂer and need,
fled the city for the countryside. In 1921 mduz;tnal
workers amounted to |u~,t ver 1 per cent of the
opulation, or 1,4 A
pt'?he working class selflessly defe d the gains of
¢ olutl n | from encroachments vy the interven-
counter-revolutionaries. The

during the years
it both land and flee

provoke
»temmgd from the grow
“’lth ‘war L.OI‘!"IITILII’IISI‘I’]

the nece ty Ior th' icy ; owed
to it. With the transition from war to peace this
policy became a brake on the development of the
productive fm 3 iculture, and the peasantry

d : with it. _

es of Soviet power, including t

remnants of the counter-revolutionary Menshevi
i oured to take advantage of the
difficulties which had arisen. g
After the defeat of the interventionists and the

here remained no tactical
ations to hinder them from waging an

conference held at the end of 1 clared that tht;
time was drawing to a close when they felt bound to
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the resolution according to which the party, though
not obliged to support the Soviet regime, would at
least temporarily refrain from armed strumvle with
it, allegedly to avoid pro 12 unwilling support to
reaction. In a resolution a opted at the outset of
1921, it was already stated that the question of
oV rthrowing the Communist Party is with all the
iron strength of nece ty being plm,ed on the
agenda”. The Menshevik Central Committee recom-
mended the activisation of anti-Soviet activities in a
directive to its local organisations in the autumn of
1920. The SRs and Mensheviks created the Admini-
strative Centre for a Non- Party Democratic Group
abroad for the organisation of conspiracies and
revolts against Soviet power and for the pursuit of
espionage directed by foreign intelligence. This
centre was funded by ‘rhe bourﬂeon governments
and White emigrant
A “ealth nf materia
5 parties in this period convinc-
demona!ratts that this was not a matter of
ted ac s. Th SR Pdrt\ tried to u,ntlah

energeticall to prepare f
Soviet power. The Me viks, Ihough
oWn words against t rthrow of
' i > a planned and organised
iet demonstrations.
g ad\tth ge of the hunger, destruction and
ant discontent, the petty-t
ise 'mmnr civil war” —a serie
In so doing the SRs
gain came to the fore of LOI.]TJI'I-
, and after the defeat of the plans to over-
t power with interventionist and white-
es i national imperialism and
all their hopes on these parties
J ars of intervention and civil war the
enemies of Soviet power operated under the
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em, if only they
the po ularity of the
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. ip to the SRs and Menshevi
rell knowing that they would serve merely ¢
ull restoration of a capitalist system
pOwer.
adt revolt was crushed by the Red
ders fled abroad while the soldiers and
d by them surrendered. This revolt
(  adventure ui

ers of a mass revolt in Tambov

called, after its leader Antonov, the
-‘shchma The ood at the head of a kulak
i i a number of other,

participants as well
tion— SR-kulak political handr S
i  their terrible atrocities. The band._
viets, plundered
and looted co-ope 1t1\'e\ destroyed communication
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rk in the fi
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, peasants, Communists and

were the victims of this bandit

In the lgar ral thousand workers

were shot down, in rovince 2,000 Commu-
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nists and Soviet employees, in Buzuluk 50 railway
employees. This list of victims could be extende

he Soviet regime struggled resolutely against
banditry, both with the help of the Red A
through explanatory and propagandistic work
among the m

The decisive prerequisite for the eradication of
banditry and the overcoming of the economic and
political crisis as well as the restoration of the
national economy —was the transition to the New
Economic Policy 7
of March 1921 adopt
the topic, the histori

ind. The es:
peasants, after paying the pre-established tax in
kind, had the right to dispose freely of their own
output through sale, trade, etc. Earlier, with the
surplus requisitioning system, they had had to yield
to the state the bulk of their output. The tax i
-kind stimulated the expansion of agricultural pro-
duction, and consolidated the economic link
between town and countryside. Moreover, the tax
in kind wa nificantly lower than the norms set
by the requisitions.

The abolition of surplus requisitioning cut the
ground from under the feet of the SR-Menshevik
counter-revolutionaries. Those peasants who had
been adventitiously and against their own interests
drawn into the struggle against Soviet power,
regarded this decision as an indication of the

of the Soviet Government and Communist
ng an end to the ruin and to improve the
peasant economy.

NEP consisted not only in the replacement of
surplus requisitioning by a tax in kind but in a
number of other measures too. The New Economic
Policy envisaged the introduction of free trade and
the development of market exchange between
industry and agriculture. Private entErprise was

138

tolerated. Small-scale and even medium-size state
enterprises could be rented out to private individu-
als. NEP required distribution ording to labour
performed and the perfection of a wage system.

The transition to NEP complicated by the
fact that in 1921 the country’s most important
grain-growing regions—the Volga region, the
Northern Cau s, Southern Ukraine— were
struck by unprecedented droughts and crop failure.
Famine covered a territory larger in size than all of
France. It extended 800 kilometres from north to
south and 350 kilometres from west to east and
affected a population of 25 million. The struggle
with famine : 5 after-effects became a common
effort for the entire people. Workers earmarked a
portion of their salary and of their food ration to be
contributed to the relief fund for the famine-
stricken. The peasants organised collections of
foodstuffs and seeds for the afflicted regions.
Worker and peasant families took under their care
children from the regions ere famine stalked.
Catering centres were opened for the starving
were supplied and operated not only by the state but
by public organisations and particularly by the trade
unions. Thousands of medical personnel were
rushed to the ected regions to combat the
outbreak of epidemics

International organisations and progressive lead-
ers in many countries came to the aid of the Soviet
people, who will never forget the noble efforts of
the world-famous intrepid polar explorer, Fridtjof
N ). The organisation headed by him in his
capacity as High Commissioner for the League of
Nations transported roughly five million poods of
foodstuffs to Soviet Russia. Anatole France turned
over the money he received as recipient of the
Nobel Prize to the relief fund for the starving. The
working people of countless countries selflessly
offered their help to the iet Union.




But there were others as well. The Supreme
Council of the Entente formed an International

Relief Commission for Russia headed by the former
French Ambassador to Russia, Joseph Noulens.

This was the v same I\nulens W ho
thc C

/ l detlLl—
r of a (,ountel ev ‘1luttondn
uprising in Yarosl: given finan

notorious terrorist S ated a hunger
bIm kade of Soviet Russia. Under his leadership the
sion proposed, instead of aid to the suffer-
study of the nomic resources of Soviet
", that is, the (,OHEt.tIOn of intelligence data

; t,t,mmg the (.ounn\ § economic potential,
Much aid was given by the American Relief
Administration (ARA). In accordance w1th an

- same time its ]e'adel Herhert H
take advantage of the
the country to support counte
anti-Soviet forces. . _.ll\m_s_, p
demanded the shipment of ploduce to Russia,
ation ripe opportunities for
joint efforts with the aim of overthrowing the
t Government.
uently Hoover wrote that it was precisely
thL 60 million ollars contributed by the USA which
broke the back famine. Without
denying the iven by the ARA, it
s that such a statement
: impact of this aid. The ne was
en primarily through the internal efforts of the
et state. Fifty-fi ) .
Soviet Government to th
10 million poods of foods
' public et -
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cal and machine ildi
operations. In 1
cent ov at of 1921, though it still st
cent the pre-war level. Rail transp

restored throughout the country.

proved for the basic ¢ categories

employees. Construction was initiated on the pow-

erful (for that time) Volkhov and Shatura power

stations, the first stey m the State Plan for the

Flex,trl‘matmn C This was the
i nfirmed by the

on NEP, clearly

of the course adopted

8 y restoring

nding the country onomy. These re-

indicated that pol all\ NEP had fully

vindicated itself and had strengthened the economic
foundation of the polltml 'illnm,e of the

neil\lll\t‘
sation of private trade and private
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enterprise led to a resurgence of capitalist elements
and the appearance of a new social stratum, the
NEP bourge or so-called “Nepmen”. The
apitalist relations and a
elements promoted the
vetty-bourgeois ideology
and the intensification of the s struggle not only
in the economy but also in the sphere of ideology.
Emigrant cir abroad were activated, interpret-
ing NEP as a step backwards in the direction of
italism and a retreat by Soviet power from its
ions. In Prague in July 1921 an almanac was
hed entitled Smena ve ange of Land-
), and in Paris a journal was published under

the same name, which was then taken up by

widespread movement among emigrant circles.

What change of landmar ‘hat political re-

orientation was meant? “Socialism ust be
bourgeois,” declared one of the ideologists of the

Smena vekh movement, B. P. Struve. But if NEP
was a return to capitalism, if Russia, as the
Smenovekhovites asserted, was essentia
it
followed that this process w
shift from struggle
Soviet power must be enacted, at the same time
al of all restrictions and the
ishment of complete freedom for private
enterprise. “I am for supporting the Soviet ern-
ment because it has taken to the road leading to the
: shment of the normal bourgeois order,” said a
who had
s proba-
bly the most concise expression of the credo of
Smenovekhovism.
Support for the restoration of capitalism broug
together the Smenovekhovites
Mensheviks. Thus in the Draft Economic Program-
me drawn up by the SR ideologist V. Chernov in
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1921, one of the central points was the demand to
return control over nationalised enterprises into the
hands of their former owners. Inside Russia the
ideas promoted by the Smenovekhovites gained
support among the Nepmen and were diffused by
the bourgeois intelligentsia press organs: the jour-
nals Rossiva : ovaya Rossiya, and, in a more
extreme form, by the journal of the Russian
Technological Society Ekonomist. .

But the Smena vekh movement also had its
objectively progressive side. “It has rallied and is
rallying,” stated a resolution of the Twelfth All-
Russia Conference of the Communist Party, “those
groups of emigrants and Russian intellectuals who
‘have become reconciled’ with Soviet power and are
ready to work with it for the rebirth of the country.”
Therefore, while combating against the spread of
restorationist ideas, the party and government
considered it possible to support those groups which
wished to co-operate with Soviet power. There were
quite a number of such groups. In 1922 the
outstanding Soviet novelist Al
member of the Smena vekh group N
Eve), returned to Russia. A year _]_ater
member of this hniko
professor at M ' 5
Foreign Affairs in Kolchak
as contributor to the o
manac —returned home. In 1922 he

stion of Lenin i

t Government also endeavoured to win
the co-operation of those members of the petty-
bourgeois parties who had declined to participate |
anti-Soviet policies. A resolution of the Twelfth
Party Conference pointed to the nece 7 of, on the
one hand, applying repression against the enemies
of Soviet power, and on the other, of aiding the
crystallisation of those currents and groups which




manifested a true desire to move to co- operation
wnth Soviet Russia. The disappearance from the
ena during this period of all other political
parties was by no means the result of repression and
' n on the part of the Bolsheviks, as his orians
abroad often assert. Ra.thel' it was the outcome of
their own policies o total political
bankruptcy and org dmsa.twndl defeat for these
parties.
The hopes entertained by the leaders of the
/-bourgeois parties that they would c
prompting the working pt.ople to m e
Soviet actions were u..ompiet' dashed. ("On\inced
xperience of the correctness of the polic
et Government, the people gave i
zasing support. In the'e circumstances
morc SR\ and \Te
5 of Ldp]tdf—
uoh the LOU[‘Itt"I'IE‘\O}UIIOH(II\
: adership policies and deserted
r respective parties. The predominant situation
in these parties was well i ;
to the SR Central Committee: “The
f the Penh pm\'mud] \.nmmlttee reg dld
th 1T ~ad 0

In March
(Jewish Work
1ch of lhe __Mclhh&\

d to its (entml C (mmlttte in \I' y
/. Many of them joined the
, among them the subsequently
renowned Soviet diplomat 1. M.
outstandi and later
B G btmm]hn. and nthe\
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In the summer of 1 2 open trial proceeding
conducted agains memhen of the C
ans of the Right Soc

b\-'erbion,
and

Commissar o on A. V., Luna rsky, “rotc
at the time th puw er mﬂ m‘\ er hesltate

g a clear light on the SR Party, to help
both those honest people within its ranks anc
who could s3 mpathlse w ith lt or, unde
favourable co

: ) I‘t the tlrmU
\quad .md i/ tn prison tcrms 1dnomL1 Trom 0
S, sked the All-Russi: cecutiv
mmittee to pardon 10, i t.hle-e of th
that they ha
lieving t]mt they
were il._hlmf_ ‘rm t e interests of the revol ” and
fell into the enemy camp “through tragic f
Luuumitame The All-Ru

ences. It stated

that n° th 3 ary Party 'ould hdh
its consp i
i \\'auld he spare

gs struc ev .Ic hlm\ dt the anti-Sc
*"'rotmd It g
SR Party; many
with it,




Congress in March 1923. The congress noted the full
disintegration of the party, recognised the bankrupt-
of its programme, divested its Central Committee

of all authority and appealed to the former SRs to
join the RC P(B) as the only party expr ng the true

of king people.

rgia in 1921 the Menshevik Party had 80
thousand memb , by 1922 the 11umhei hdd drop-

mtmh{. \hlp puor to ]9[7 The LOI'Ig

the liquida

to all work

and Soviet power. The same res opt

in early 1924 by a congress o ULr.unhm Menshe-

, having ended up on the other side of the
e_, in the camp of counter-revolution, the
g s parties lost all support among the
: suffered defeat, disintegrated and fell into
In the USSR there remained but one

' Lommumst Party. “We ha\e all

]__
non- pdrt\
over in Mo : 514,
Ukraine and Siberia. Seven vea
, we are living corpses, while So
T is gaining strength from hour to hour.”
n act of the utmost import in consolidating
Soviet power and the development of th i
em was the formation of the Soviet [lmun
thc‘ end of the civ 1I war there exis (ed «.1\
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aving ari- .
hies on the
§ Em:m[e Lmd Khiva K
nate, maintained close ties with the ¢
Relati etween the republi
on a tre ; l)unng the

T ; 5 ) ) 5 | ol )
of the laws of the RSFSR on the temtop;'reﬂ
other republic confirmed in corr
decrees by th pective organs of power), :
system and a common foreign
W hen the RSFSR, dunnOr negotiations with
; .-Umlmlun of treaties,
guaranteed the pmteu ion of the mture\tx of the'
other republics, ¢
when it was empowe ry on negotiation
sign legal documents in [he name of th
During the permd of
inadequacies
alliance b
manded the ¢ e
nat.ional economy, a umtled pldnmng s
co-ordination in /€
Both from the point of of the de\ Iopment of
the economy and from that of the
nationalities question, the defi
relations were more and more sz
oring the national economy, of building s
ism and of defending the country from é\ ernal
aggression demanded a more tn_htl
€conomic, political and military res 1
At the outset of 1922 Georgia, Armenia and
ed in the federative union of the
n republics. In December of the same




sian Soviet Federa-
\m.mhst Repub[u. R), an act marking one
of the most lmpormnt stages in the formation of the

; 1922 apanese soldier

: Army entered the
city. A popular atherms_ proclaimed the establish-
ment in the DVR of Soviet power and requested
inclusion in the RSFSR—a request that was
honoured.

The Communist Party and the et Government
worked on the question of the forms of unification
of the republics. The most rational and highly
precise form was elaborated by Lenin. Rej cting the
plan for ‘autonomy”, at the b of which rested

i ibuting the competence of the
higher state organs of the RSFSR to the corre spond-
ing organs in the other republics, Lenin suggested
the ion of a voluntary union of independent
republics 111']uu‘|n5 the RSFSR, in the Union of
Soviet ach to enjoy full and
equal rights, ms.ludme that of seceding from the
Union. This plan proceeded fr rinciple of

nal consideration for the sov e1e|0nt\ and equal
hts of nations,

Lenin’s plan
wor kinﬁ pcuple

gl

sion to the LEI‘II]‘J.] organs
republics. This document
j |l_!t101'l\- on the formdtlon o‘r the US

Ureement on the Formation dt the
On December 30, the First All-Union

. Soviets was convened. Lenin was
enthusiastically e d honorary chairn by the
delegates. ° delegates unanimously con-
firmed the De;.l'l tion and Agreement on the
Formation of the USSR and instructed the Central
Executive Committees of the Union republics to
consider both of the documents and to voice their
opinions to the Central Executive Committee (CEC)
of the USSR, which was to present the final text for
confirmation to the Second All-Union Congress of
Soviets.

Thus was created the first multi-national state in
the world free of oppressed or dominant nations.
“We are here laying the cornerstone for a truly
said the Chairman of (]
linin, in his e

prohiem in the sears.h f S h]Lh w ould give
nations the opportunity to live in peace and
friendship without hostility or mutuf strife. Only
today we are making the first moves in that

y of Soviets of the
ied the Constitution of the
ond All-Union Congress of
d its final approval,

\u.ordmg to the (omtttutmn thg hlg,hest nrfran
of stat s
was thv,. tw mber Central E '.utl\e ‘lmnmtee
of the USSR. The chambers —the Soviet of the
Union and the Soviet of Nationalities — were to
enjoy equal pov The Consti
scope of the questions falling
of the all-Union organs of power: foreign policy
foreign trade relations, the defence of the coun V.
basic problems of planning and management of the

onal economy, the monetary and credit system,
the Union state budget, the basic principles of land
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tenure and definition of the fundame

tion on the judicia em and jud

and the fundamentals of civil and

tion. A special chapter “On the g
Union Republics and on on LlTIZtHN]‘Ilp“

S d that each Union republic independently
exercised e authority, that each reserved the
right to se from the Union, and that the territory
of a republic could not be altered without its
consent.

Soon the number of Union republics g
Central Asia there the Turkmenian Au-
tonomous Soviet Socialist Republic, included in the

) and the Bukhara and Khorezm People’s
However the boundaries of the three
did not coincide with the ethnographic
borders of the peoples po uhtino them. For
two thirds of the U
ame time ac
of its pnpulatlon In O
the Fumth L\l] I\horezm I\urultal proc

blmlldl resolution w
People’s Representatl\

c within
Libeklstan
The formation of the
growth of the f
Sc -'let pm\el

SR was a f{ttlm, out-

ate- bu;]dmg. It on:c.upies a
pmmlnent Ace  of its political significance
and soc ' nsequenc

NEP bore fruit. The pace of restoration of the
national economy quickened. The working class
demonstrated outstanding heroism. Throughout the
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subbotniks and
observed, during which the w ng
> worked without pay to restore the rail lines
and rolling stock, open-hearth furnaces and coal
mines, city transport z housing. Hundreds of
thousands of people took part. The first shock
brigades were formed at the factories and demon-
strated exemplary heroism at work. Labour produc-
tivity rose. In 1922 it dhead\ ounted to 51.5 per
5| per cent in

ac

was the recipient of the Order ni the Red
Banner of Labour. The first arers of the Order
were: engine-operator T. M. rikov; the organiser
of the production of zinc-white, earlier imported
from abroad, the worker A. K. Pichugin; the
geologist and future Academician with a world-wide
reputation, 1. M. Gubkin; t.he peasant Menchukov
from Byelorussia ers.

Simultaneous effort was made to modernise
industry and step up technological progre
at the Petrograd Krasny Plltlll)\et‘\ ]
manufacture of the in S
Hydroelectri

manufactured
casting station was des (

The plans of the forc.lgn impt"
an economic bl
Genoa Confere 2
participated, rej 1 the p u?fu]
co-operation pr uposed by the Soviet delegatu and
advanced its own terms, amounting to a capitulation
of the USSR. However, the plans to isolate the
Soviet Land were w ed by the conclusion, while
this conference was in session, of the Trea y of
Rapallo with Germany. In accordance with this
agreement Germany dropped its claims on debts
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incurred by the tsarist government and reco
the nationalisation of the property

citizens. The USSR, in turn, d&l.lll‘le

reparation

The Rapallo Treaty was a major victo

diplom 8 ras one of the first

ing recognition for the USSR by the ¢

tries.

The achievements listed above by no means
indicate that all internal and external difficulties had
been overcome. In 1¢ SOWn acreage ros
million hectares over 1922. But after a bumper LIOP
prices on agricultural produce plummeted, while

on m nuf' tured goods rose. This was the

S phenomenon. Matters stood as

follows: grain prices were 33 per cent lower than
before the war and textile goods three times more
i A “marketing crisis” arose. Thus the

n of agric ]tum manhmer\ was at only 20

vel, and mdlkcted output

per of workers

ustry I‘edLhLd the ple var figure, but

re more than one million unemployed in the

tral Committee of the Co
viet (10\ emm!‘nt took rnefi._
| .

yods were redm.ed__ trad .
ition of the ruble was s
outcome was a stabilisation of prices
of the “price scissors”.
A number of powers continued their attempts to
foist their own political line on the USSR. On May
923, the British Government a.noumgd the
lled Curzon ultimatum. Tv
: the USSR repre 7
anne Cnnfcreme in Switzerland and outst:
- Party and the Sovie
Gm-'e-rnment_, nated. But these acts
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brought no succ to those who opposed the
establishment of normal ions with thc UQSR
The murder of Vorovsky provokec
1 throughout the world. Br
essed their dissatisfaction with the
s of their government, forcing the
Prime Minister Andrew Bonar Law tc resign. In
February 1924, Britain establis matic rela-
tions with the USSR. By the outset of 5the USA
s the only n.nmmmu country not having establi-
e Soviet Union.
the -.ountrv suffered

; ..Youmuat

t because he

S NOW de'1d lf the tuture is w ﬂh ]_ in then we
can all be hdp 7, but if the world goes on in the old
: then I ave it a very sad man.” Leon
alled Lenin an outstanding human-

‘hurndniat" regar 1s freedom

od [hdt tlu. lTllL I eninist hum' -
f free of the f

of unemployment and of an old ag
f ar for the fate of o
Lenin’s death shook the entire Soviet people. The
international proletariat payed homage to his mem-
ory with a fiv stoppage during the
i g e working people in the
3R re~ponded to the death of their leader with
enlistments in the Communist Party — more
than 240 thous nd wm!\e ;
In his last SITE
to the party 2 the people Lenin de eloped an
imp f{mg plan for the building of socialism in the




After his death the country continued xuuess‘rulA
ly to bring this programme in life. By 19
restoration of the national economy had been the
whole completed. Industrial production was at 75
per cent the pre-war level. Electrical energy output
stood at 3,220 million kilowatt-hours, compared to
1,945 million kilowatt-hours in 1913. More than 80
per cent of all output was ounted for by the
socialist sector. The first Soviet tractors and
caterpillars made their appearance the close of
18 700 had been pmdmed On Nov .mher 7, 1924,

released by the A I() Factory. Work was pro
the manufacture of 11Lht bulbs, a h
{azantsev brake was deslzzned tor C
W extmghouse made overseas. Capital input and
guumul._itmn "0s indus a_four-year

of-the 1914 f:crure wages to 94 pe: cen : 2
xmkmg day dropped by two hours — from 9.6 to 7
ours

to 99.3 per cent the pre-
thd]n':' the 1916 figures were surp
Crops made the most marked £gains —c¢ -
ton nutput rose eightfold and the sugar-beet crop
threefold.

While in 1922 there existed 22 thousand agricul-
tural co-oper in 1925 there were 55 thous-
and, bringing together more than 6, thous-
and peasant hous;holds The number of agricul-
tural art ¢ from 14 to 22 thousand, and that
of collective-farm households approached the 300
thousand mark.

Such was the progress in implementing the
Leninist plan for the industrialisation of the country
and organisation of co-operatives in the coun-
tryside.
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M arked successes were reeintered in the sphere of
science y and
secondary sc 5 5 the
numbe pi.lpﬂ\ rem.hed nine [I'lll]IO]’i Pmﬂr was
pdlticulal ly mpld in the national republics. 1lliteracy

of which had been opened after the re\-'olution. The
first higher educational institutions were opened in a
number of Union republics such as Byelorussia and
Uzbekistan. A completely new type of educational
institution was created —the workers’ faculties,
which prepared worker and peasant youth for
enrolment in the higher educational institutions. If in
10"1 the workers’ faculties graduated 120 students,
in 1925 the number had risen to 8,300, while the

number of enrolled stood at 60 thousand. A new,
Soviet intelligentsia was being born.

The period of re uction was marked by the
development of ¢ institutions and research
projects. The activities of the Central Aero-
Hydrodynamics Il’lbtltult (TsAGI) panded.
H he designer A. I Tupole ompleted
work on the remarkable ANT-2 in which the pilot
M. M. Gromov flew from Moxcow to Peking in
1925, an outstanding fe the time. Radio
engineering progressed at
ned atomic energy specialis
tov, and tl '
hegan their suentlh\. activities in this peuod

\'It:t lltr:r.tture and art mdde L1rmt stndes

sky, Sergel Y esemn A]exel Tnlx-
I\Ol‘lbtdntll‘l Fed'l. Dmltr\ Pmmanov Lmd

5 bonet 5tudms pmduced ]\() Illms I\e“
theatres were opened, and the first Soviet plays




were performed, describing life in the young Land
of Soviets. Gligre wrote the first Soviet ballet, The
Red Poppy, which was performed throughout the
world. The young D. Shostakovich’s First Sympho-
ny was performed.

Fully armed, the country moved into a new period
in its history.

Chapter VII

THE FIRST AND MOST
DIFFICULT STEP

Many industrial enterprises underwent moderni-
sation during the restoration of the national
economy. They produced up-to-date machinery and
electrical equipment. Quality-wise, the develop-
ment of production in the restoration period — given
nearly identical quantitative levels —was incompa-
rably better. However Soviet Russia’s economy still
remained insufficiently developed. The country was
still agrarian, with a low level of industrial develop-
ment and low labour productivity.

On a technological and production basis of this
sort there could be no question of building socialism
in the name of which the workers and peasants of
Russia had toppled the power of the landowners and
capitalists in October 1917, and had defended the
gains of the revolution in cruel and desperate battle
with internal counter-revolution and foreign inter-
vention, overcoming all the difficulties of the first
post-war years. Lenin wrote: “A large-scale
machine industry capable of reorganising agriculture
is the only material basis that is possible for
socialism.”

The new Russia was faced with the task of
overcoming in the briefest of historical intervals the
gap between the advanced political system and the
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transfm m
mtu

It was necessary to determine the basic
to be pursued in the building of a new, socialist
economy. History knew of no similar experience.
Soviet people, the Communist Party had to
travel an uncharted path, to pave the road them-
selves. It was imperative to find methods and forms
of managing a socialist economy and of clarifying
the basic links in the development of industry. the
proper pace of industrial construction. There were a
3 of opinions on each of these questions. Even
within the leadership of the Communist Party there
existed a difference of opinions on these issues.
The line of the overwhelming majority of the

pm'ters.
In December 192 : best rep
, gathered for the Fourt /
adnp[t,d historic resolutions establishing the
for the socialist industrialisation of the

v Iopment of heavy industry, and, in first order, of
the engineering industry. It meant the production
of the n s of production, which would provide

; ping of t.he entne economy on tht.

nsure the victory

economy and the t

pendence of the

country’s defence capacity. In order to carry out the

industrialisation of the country old plant facilities
had to be modernised and new ones built. Entire
branches of modern industry had to be created from
scratch. The execution of such imposing tasks
demanded immense resources and huge
iny stment The capitalist powers had created

industry both on resources ac-
wmu]ated within the country through the exploita-
tion of the working people, and on resources drawn
from without — through the plundering of colonies
or vanquished countries.

ntry could not take advantage of
such sources o umulation, such action was
incompatible with the nature of cialist state. The
Soviet Union could not avail itself of foreign loans
either, for such a path would threaten it w ith the loss
of economic independence.

There remained one path to the resolution of the
problem of accumulation—funds had to be gener-
ated the country’s own efforts and its internal
resources. Such resources were to be found in the
expropriation of the landowners and capitalists, and
the transfer of the land, factories, b: and
railways to the domain of p property. The
annulment of tsarist Russia’s debts freed the
country from the payment of thousands of millions
of rubles to foreign capitalists. State socialist
ownership of the factories, transport, the land, and
banks, a monopoly over Iorewn trade, concentra-
tion of the bulk of internal trade in the hands of state
and co-operative organisations, the planned de-
velopment of the national economy, the unremitting
growth of labour productivity —all of this ensured
the socialist state of depend'ible sources of accumu-

1l major capitalist powers began industrialisation
with the growth of the light industries, gradually
switching over to the development of the heavy
industries. The USSR could not follow this patter
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could not spare the Soviet people the
/ time for this. The comp 3
situation required a rapid pace of socis
isation. The threat of attack against the
Union was both real and immediate. R
prompted reactionary circles in the
West to ssive actions against her. Thus it was
a begin with hea 'y industry and to
de\ lop 1t at an accelerated pace.

Capitalist industrialisation had been ac companied
by the ruin and economic demise of large numbers
of small commodity producers (peasants, d]’tl‘id

ialist industrialisation from a

asses themsehes. who hw thelr

labour and creative initiative supported the plans of

the Communist Party.

; S opposed the

the party on the socialist industrial-

country. In a fierce struggle the party

totally defeated the capitulators and oppositionists
and defended the Leninist policy.

The s ssful implementation of the gigantic

sed by the industrialisation of the country
required massive effort and certain sacrifices. Fnr a
it was necessary to withhold from large-s

>stment in the consumer goods enterpr
dlred every kopek to the Lunstrmtlon

accepted

: I\nowmg that it was )ni\ through

on u{ a powerful industry that the

true well-being of the Soviet people could be en-

/ing out the decisions of the Fourteenth Party

ss the Soviet people made significant prog-

in the dev eIopment of the national economy. By

: of industry had surp )

Much attention v voted

to the de.\-‘t.lopment. of the means of production,
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specifically, metallurgy and machine- building. In
1926/1927 the count production of steam
locomo s, internal nbustion engines and
machine-tools exceeded ar the pre-war figures.
The Krasny Putilovets Factory began tractor pro-
duction. In 1928 the volume of industrial pro-
duction in the USSR stood at 132 per cent compared
to 1923.

Progress in 1nduqtrv allowed significant incre-
ments in capital i ‘ment. In 1926/1927 such
inputs had already reac.hcd levels substantial for the
time — 1,000 million rubles — which enhanced the
opportunity for the widescale construction of new
plant. Subsequent year rewrded further and sub-
stantial gains in industry, notably heaw industry
and machine-building. The /
electric power stations
Leninist plan for the ele ation of the country
(GOELRO) proceeded apace. A year after the

ourteenth Pérty Congress, at the close of 1926, the
first major hy roelectric power station in the
USSR on the Volkh nd the Shterovo station in
the Donets Basin, swung into operatior

nstruction of the Turke
launched, to e _
and connect the grain regzons of We:
Siberia with Central Asia. “In the summer of the
‘ear in the barren outskirts of the city of
syn (later renamed Stalingrad, then Volgo-
) the building was begun of the first tractor
/ in the USSR. In the Ukraine. the Urals and
beria preparations were made for the construction
of three huge metallurgical comple

The mltidl experience of mdustrl..matlon demon-
strated that it was insufficient to plan by the month
or the year. The programme for the technologi-
cal reconstruction of industry and other branches of
the economy, large- scale construction could
not be confined within the framework of a yearly




*rlan Tht: compass eﬁ(tcndu] over a mnqe of sev-

The Fifteenth 5
adopted a resolution tn dla“ up the First Fl\ e-Year
Plan Tor the development of the mtmnal economy of
s of the ins ions given by
the congress the State Planning Committee of the
'R worked out two variant phm a minimal and
an optimal. After a thorough discussion the Six-
{eenth Party Conference in April 1929 confirmed the
dicators for the optimal variant of the
ar Plan. Gathering in May 1929, the Fifth
5 1et~—t1e hwhest ore.an of state
ve-Year PLm for the
10my — giving it the

olume of Ldp]ld] mput V

million rubles for th 1 192
) m:l]lon ruble mput f

{ 28. Further, the bulk of this

directed at the development of

The ime OI mdustn'll uutpul for

30 mr Lt‘ﬂ[, and I]‘]t. pIOdULthI‘! uf consun
ds by 150 per cent. The plan envisaged the
ing of iron at 10 million tons per y ind coal
ion at an annual level of up to 75 mill

million tons annually.
r Plan specified the construction of
> Volga reg

oil at up tc

machme hu]ldmg fa
chemical combine in BCICLI]II\J
combines in the Urals, Siberia,
number of other enter The \,onstrm. on of
electric power plants ren high priority,
including the Dnieper and Svir hydroelectric power

stations and a thermal electric power plant in the
Donets Basin. _ :
Dur;m the 1ntena] cov ered b\ the Five-Y ear Plan

unt for no Iess Ihdl’] 43 per cent of thc

commodity output of grain by 1933,

The Five-Year Plan env
raise the cultural level of the mas
education was to be implemented, illitera
dated, and the number of ools and
institutions increased. Prof nal and technical
education was to be stimulated. Broad plans for the
development of , and the training of qualified
specialists and ntific personnel were drawn up.

The First Five-Year Plan set as its goal the
building of the foundations of the countrs cialist
economy and the consolidation of the position of
socialism in the USSR.

Throughout the riet Union industrial construc-
tion went into full swing. Inspired by the par
filled with faith in the correctness of its poh
economic plans, i
vels of labour her
a huge construction
peared in the country’:

ulated stepy of the Soulhern Urals

ds of on wmkers built a metallur-

gical ¢ mbine. On the far shores of the Amur, in the

ssable taiga, a city of youth sprung up — Kom-
somolsk-on-the-Amur.

This was a time of truly heroic feats. People
experienced the power of free and creative ldbOUI‘
the might of collective effort. Everything
‘sudden]\ possible: the reclamation of the waste-
ands, the draining of swamplands, the construction
of mammoth projects, the erection of new cities.




Millions of people left their homes and familiar
places to participate in the gigantic construction
projects of socialism. Canvas tents and mud dugouts
became the temporary homes of these enthusiasts.
Despite all difficulties new factories, settlements
and cities were built in record time. Roughly three
years were necessary to build the Kuznetsk Metal-
lurgical Combine in Gornaya Shoriya in Siberia,
with a production capacity of three million tons of
steel annually. The gigantic Magnitogorsk Metallur-
gical Combine was built in two years. The list of
such achievements could be extended endlessly.

In March 1929, the workers of the Leningrad
Krasny Vyborzhets Factory appealed through Prgv-
da to all enterprises in the Soviet Union to
commence socialist emulation for reducing the cost
of production. This initiative was joined by many of
the country’s enterprises. The Moscow workers
challenged their compatriots in Kharkov and the
Urals to compete. The Leningrad enterprises com-
peted with those in Tula and Moscow. Soon socialist
emulation swept across the entire country.

The Communist Pz initi
the country’s advan
The Sixteenth All-Union Party Conference appealed
to all workers and peasants to organise emulation in
all spheres of socialist labour.

The party appeal was met warmly by the working
people. In the short interval of a few months
socialist emulation became a powerful mass move-
ment among the working class. Joining the emula-
tion movement the workers of factories overfulfilled
the established plans and promoted their own more
demanding plans. The shock brigades were the basic
form taken by emulation. During the socialist
emulation at the close of 1929 there arose the slogan:
“Five-Year Plan in Four Years!”

These were not empty words. The results of the
first year of the Five-Year Plan indicated that it
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woud not only be fulfilled but also fulfilled ahead of
time. During the first two years output in heavy
industry rose by more than 60 per cent, For the firs
time in the country’s history gross output in industry
surpassed that of agriculture. The country was being
transformed from an agricultural into an industrial
powcr.

The initial progress in carrying out the plan to
industrialise the country and the rapid growth of

ialist industry brought into sharp relief the need
erate the pace of the socialist transformation
of agriculture.

Industrial development resting on the public,
socialist ownership of the means of production
consolidated the position of socialism in the national
economy and facilitated the squeezing out of

elements. At the same time, agriculture,

occupation of a large proportion of the
country’s population, remained as before the do-
main of the smallholding peasantry with fragmented
plots, based on the private ownership of the means
of production.

There emerged in consequence a sharp disparity
between the development of advanced socialist
industry, on the one hand, and a backward small-
holding nt economy, on the other. In
1925/1926 industrial output rose by 42.2 per ce
agricultural output by 19.2 per cent. In 1 927 the
corresponding figures were 18.2 per cent 1 per
cent,

This gap grew as time passed, increasing the
danger of a disruption of the balance between
agriculture and industry. The rapid growth of
industry brought in its wake a burgeoning urban
population and increased the demand for agricultur-
al raw materials and produce.

As a result of the implementation of the Leninist

ecree on Land the class composition of the
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arge landed
mers and

V\ hile he‘rorr_ the October Revolution the middle
and poor peasantry held roughly 60 million hectares
of land and the kulaks 40 million, by
situation had c _ i
kulaks had de d b )per cent, now amuunnm.
to only four million hectares. At the same time the
land in possession of the poor and m
had signifi y increased, amounting in 19
million h res. The ¢ ide was now lar LI\
the domain he mi 2 d[lt The numhu of

the Soviet (;0\“ nment ]ed to "'Ild_]l_ll improve-
ments in the lot of th
mentation of p
idly in the 'uuntr
iet power
from z
s’ land allo Trcnts dlmml*;hed
in and other agriculture

ve holdings of « acreage, they
than 80 nt o eir grain output
] ent of the grain market
and the
< s altered the
tion in the country. Now the
poor cm_d middle peasants were the basic produ
of grain. They accounted for 74 per cent of the
marketable grain. However the poor and middle
households could sell only slightl
one-tenth (11 per




raw material to meet the needs of the urban
population and to keep pace with a growing
industry. Collective and state farms had a high level
of marketability (47 per cent), but there were few
such farms. By 1928 they accounted for only 7 per
cent of the gross output of grain marketed in the
country. Thus, despite the growth of sown acreage
and increments in the total volume of grain output,
in 1927 the volume of marketed grain was half that
of the pre-revolutionary level.

Certain difficulties arose in providing the coun-
try’s population with bread. These difficulties were
further complicated by the fact that the kulaks,
possessing reserves of grain, hoarded these reserves
and would not sell this grain to the state.

Complex contradictions arose in the economy,
demanding immediate solution. Of utmost impor-
tance was a correct resolution to the problem of the
relationship between large-scale socialised indus-
try and the small-scale, fragmented peasant econ-
omy.

The October Revolution gave the peasantry 1z
and freed it of enslavement by the landown
However the peasantry continued to live and w
in individual plots. Some grew poor and were
ultimately ruined, while a small group of kulaks
grew rich at their expense, although Soviet power
had imposed severe restrictions on the kulaks. This
indicated that the countryside had preserved private
capitalist relationships, and thereby a base for the
restoration of capitalism.

Among the most advanced and mature sector of
the toiling peasantry the conviction grew that it was
impossible to maintain the old ways any longer, that
the waste of human effort and labour connected
with a smallholding peasant economy could be
tolerated no longer. Lenin predicted that labour
productivity would be doubled or tripled, that
human effort would be reduced two or threefold if
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the transition were made from the dispersed dwarf
holding to the socialised ownership of land. Only the
transition from the small peasant economy to
large-scale collectivised agriculture based on a
machine technology could elevate the tens of
millions of peasants from their age-old poverty.

The abysmal poverty and destitution of the
peasantry before the revolution inexorably pushed it
towards fundamental changes in the old system of
land relations. A certain sector of the peasantry
even then saw the escape from their unenviable
situation in the joining of efforts, in the creation of
collectivised units. Such units emerged in a wide
variety of forms even in the years immediately
following the October Revolution.

In 1918 there were registered more than 1,500
agricultural collectives —communes, artels, and
co-operatives for the joint working of the land.
Subsequently their number grew, but the necessary
material conditions had not yet been created in the
country for a broad socialist transformation of
agriculture. Moreover, the bulk of the peasantry
was not yet prepared for such a transformation. In
order that the entire peasantry be drawn into the
building of socialism, time and patient efforts at
explanation were imperative to aid the peasant in
recognising and understanding the advantages of
large-scale collectivised over small-scale and indi-
vidual farming.

The Soviet state took measures to facilitate the
transition from private to collective ownership in the
countryside. It was active in the organisation of
supply-and-market co-operatives, the elementary
forms of producers’ co-operatives. Co-operatives
for the joint cultivation of the land caught on
particularly rapidly. Through his own experience the
peasant came to understand the advantages of
collectivised farming.

Soviet industry launched on the production of
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tractors, combines, agricultural implements and

D0k more than 10 years to create the

material and technological conditions for

strialisation of the country and the socialist
transformation of agriculture,

The mass explanatory work carried out by the
Communist Party and the Soviet state among the
toiling peasantry, who clearly and definitively
in favour of the socialist co-operatives and for a new
social and ec mic order in the countryside, bore
fruit. The peasantry demanded that curbs be
imposed on the kulak, who was mercilessly explo-
iting the village poor, hoarding grain, and trying to
create difficulties in the effort to supply the cities
with grain and other agricultural produce.

The Fifteenth Party Congr ., convening in late
1927, devoted particular attention to the subsequent
path to be pursued in the development of agr
ture. The congress resolved to intensify the h-
lishment of co-operativ 1 collective farms. The
basic forms of collectivisation were laid out. The
conditions for the mass collective-farm movement
had fully ripened, but the growth rate did not
correspond to the new conditions in the countryside.

n all-out effort was impera to accelerate the
collectivisation of agriculture and the tra sition

é ding privately owned peasant farm
riculture, based on modern
ns of the Fifteenth Party
by the co-operative plan

Yn up by Lenin and aiming at the dra
ing of millions of peasants to the building of so
ism in the countryside through the co-operative.

The Right opportunist group of Bukharin, Rykov

and Tomsky spoke out against the general line of
arty and the d ons of the Fifteenth

on the intens tion of the pace of

sation. They demanded that the plan wor-

and developed by the Fifteenth Party
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Congress to build collective and state far
rejeEted. Under the slog_qp “Enrich yourselves” t
Right capitulators justified and encouraged the
growth of the kulak farms. Bukharin tried to provide
a foundation for the “peaceful growing over of the
kulak into socialism”. The Right opportunists ad-
vanced the “theo of the dying-out of the class
struggle in the country. L3 ;
In . ce they rejected the possibility of
building sa m in the USSR and pushed the party
towards concessions to the capitalist elements in the
city and countryside. The party conducted a deter-
mined ideological struggle with this Right danger,
for without the defeat of the Right deviation it would
out either the
or the socialist

e-farm movement unfolded
In the last three n

peasant households ] .
ire double that of the entire

peasantry understood the overall need for and his
personal econo interest in the liquidation of the

-economic order in the countryside. While

1929 primarily poor peasants and hired

labourers joined the col fa::ms, in the latter

half of the year there was an influx of middle

peasants, the backbone of the agricultural popula-

tion. Thus from this point the collective-farm

nt took on a m character, creating Fhe

s for the successful enactment of full

tivisation not only of separate villages but of
entire regions. ; ;

The mass enrolment of middle peasants in collec-
tive farms anc e decisive turn of the middle
peasant m s to socialism altered the relationship
of class forces i e country. The preconditions
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were formed for the complete rejection of the grain
produced on the kulak farms. The collective and
state farms provided the country with a growing
supply of grain, meat and other produce. Even in
1929 the socialist sector of agriculture put more
grain on the market than had the kulak sector in the
preceding s. This paved the way for a change in
Communist Party policy towards the kulaks. While
before it consisted in restrictions against and the
ousting of the kulaks, now, by the end of 1929,
the party advanced the slogan of liquidating the ku-

(s as a class on the basis of full collectivisation.
This party policy received the full support of the
toiling peasantry, who actively participated in the
expropriation of the kulak households. The
property and agricultural implements confiscated
from the kulaks were turned over to the collective
farms.

The collectivisation process proceeded with cer-
tain difficulties. The kulaks offered stiff resistance.
The class struggle in the countryside reached a
climax. A sector of the peasantry wavered some-
what. Kulak influence, intimidation and blackmail
made its mark. Age-old traditions also played a
role — it was difficult to part with one’s plot of land
and horse. The unknown future was a source of
fright.

The machine and tractor stations (MTS) exerted a
major influence in the reconstruction of agriculture.
In the initial stages the state farms helped the poor
peasant households and the newly created collective
farms in the cultivation of the land with tractors and
the rendering of other technical aid. Then certain
state farms began to establish special tractor
columns for this set purpose. The Shevchenko State
Farm (Odessa Region of the Ukrainian SSR) was
one of the first to establish such a column in 1927.
By the autumn of 1928 there were 13 tractor
columns in the country’s major grain-producing
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regions. The experience gained by the tractor
columns made possible the creation of the mac_.hme
and tractor stations. The first MTS was e§;.t.ab—
lished in November 1928 from the tragt_o_r c_:;olum_n
of the Shevchenko State Farm. In 1929-1930 ma-
chine and tractor stations were founded on a mass
% Tlie MTS were a bulwark in the socialist recon-
struction of agriculture and a powerful lever of
organisational and economic influence for the
Soviet state on the collective farms and the
development of agricultural production. In_ the
country’s basic grain-producing regions the t.ract_g:r
fleet increased 1.5-2 times from October 1'9;.9
through October 1930. In autumn 1929 there were
over 35 thousand tractors in operation in the
country, of these 12 thousand on coli.ect.l\i_e farms.
During the first three years of the Five-Year Plan
(1929-1931) an additional 50 thousand tractors were
produced by the country’s factories, and some 60
thousand more purchased abroad. :

The tractor, once a rare sight, now I:-e-c-ame'_:-{
ubiquitous presence in the countryside. Inventories
of agricultural machinery and implements rose to a
level several times higher than that of the pre-
revolutionary period. The material and t.e_c:hno.]pell-
cal base of agriculture corresponding to the socialist
mode of production was in the main created during
the course of collectivisation. This comprised the
uniqueness of the transformation of agrlcul.t.LbJrg
along socialist lines: the process of reconstructing
the productive forces and relations of production
proceeded concurrently. :
~The scale at which collective farms were set up in
1929 exceeded all expectations. In entire districts
and regions the movement for full collectivisation
grew and expanded. More than 10 million peasant
households joined collective farms in January and
February 1930.




A major role in the subsequent development of
the collective-farm movement was played by the
resolution of the CC of the party adopted on
January 5, 1930, and entitled “On the Rate of
Collectivisation and Measures by the State to Aid
the Setting up of Collective Farms”. The resolution
set the end of the F ar Plan as the date for the
completion of collectivisation. The provisional dates
for the completion of collectivisation took into
account the specific conditions governing one or
another district and the different levels of prepared-
ness for collectivisation in the various territories,
regions and national republics. As the experience of
establishing collective farms demonstrated, a more
rapid pace was possible in such grain-producing
regions as the Northern Caucasus, the Central anc
Lower Volga regions. The resolution set the spring
of 1931 as the date for the completion of collectiv-
isation in these regions. In other grain-producing
regions (the Ukraine, the Central Black-Earth

Kazakhstan and oth the terminal date
nded a year — rough e :

The consolidation of the
proceeded in complicated . s. The
ficulties involved were en pbjec-
ive and subjectiv. ¢ ¢ ent of

/e farms was accompanie esperate

given fuel by the tense international situation
same time the threat of a ¢ ble military interven-
tion on the part of the imperialist powers dem:;
of the Soviet people the utmost effort in conso
ing the country’s defences, As a result there was
little room left for investing resources for increasing
the output of agricultural machine

The insufficient material and te hnological base
acted as a drag on the establishment of a ective-
farm economy. Further, the Soviet people were the
first to undertake the building of socialism. there
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was no precedent for the co-operation of ¢

culture on such a large scale. The q;th_ 1lt J
re-establishing agriculture along socialist Ilneb_“-_e._r_e
exacerbated by mistakes committed in tht_?_tmtl:;ﬂ
Sfage of collecti ion. In a number of regions lo-
cal functiona e sometimes remiss in their ac-
on the principle of voluntary
Instead of
pursuing the peasants in the advantages of collective
farms, they applied administrative measures.
Enemies of Soviet power and, above a_l],_ t._he k'u% i
took advantage of the errors committed t%]\c ?(t;
and spr false rumours in an effort to
AR tion and to stir
y anti-Soviet : g it ]
upA']tnthe close 1930, the Communist
Party Central Committee p a res_o]upqn d;:
rected at rectifying the mistakes cqmmlt.t.ed_u_l thti
establishment of collective farms in the I‘_lath(JjIl_d.
republics of Central Asia, the Transcau asus and In
the RSFSR, and on March 14, 1930, the Party CC

esolution entitled “On the Str

rm Movement”. The latter reso]utmr_l
' nanded an end to compulsory methods
of collectivisation, further promotion of the'\\-'c_“»rk of
drawing the peasantry into the_co]!ec.t.ly-'_ga far ms on ﬁ
voluntar is and the consolidation of the existing
c C ! ‘L- S. & . . .
L.O!ﬁl&?'tt}[l"e.eszg}g?time Stalin’s article on the magm}g%lw
bility of compulsory collectivisation entitled “Dizzy
with Success” was published. i e
The Soviet state rendered substantial h_nam.]ld i
to the collective farms and granted them seed olaa;s
The measures undertaken facilitated thg consolida-
tion of progress already made in collectn-ﬂmatnm:f
During the first half of 1930 the per ‘,enf'r 0
collectivised households in the country rose from
21.6 (January 1, 1930) to 23.6 (May 1, 1930).




By the end of the First Five-Year Plan collectiv-
isation had been completed on the whole. By the
middle of 1 collective farms encompassed more
than 60 per cent of all peasant households and
almost 70 per cent of all acreage sown by the
peasantry.

The industrialisation of the country and the
collectivisation of agriculture as well as the resolu-
tion of the fundamental tasks of the First Five-Year
Plan were accomplished in the midst of a complex
international situation.

“We need peace for the victorious building of
socialism, to carry out our great plans for the
industrialisation of the country,” said an address by
the Party CC to the nation on June 1, 1927. However
the international climate became more and more
heated. Having overcome the post-war economic

the capitalist world could not liquidate the
ral contradictions which were disturbing the

vilised situation. The post-war arrangement did
not correspond to the new balance of strength
between the imperialist powers, and matters were
moving towards a new dividing up of the world. The
rulers of the Western states looked upon the
progress achieved in the building of socialism as a
threat to the italist system. They wanted to
destroy the USSR and seize the bottomless Russian
market, thereby finding an egress from their diffi-
culties. -

The British bourgeoisie in alliance with French,
Rumam.m. and Polish capitalists instigated an

Soviet campaign. In May 1927 the London
carried out a raid on the Soviet trade

on and ARCOS — the Soviet joint-stock

r trade between Britain and the USSR.

On May 27, the British Government broke off
diplomatic relations with the USSR. Shortly after
this the Soviet Ambassador to Poland, Pyotr Voi-
kov, was assassinated in Warsaw. Foreign espionage

176

agents carried out a number of subversive and

terrorist acts in the U The capitalist countries
began an economic b t of the USSR,

However the attempt to organise a united anti-

Soviet front met with failure. The Soviet Union

persisted in its policy of peace and amicable

relations w ith its neighbours. In 1925-1927 treaties

) ion and neutrality w igned with

an and Iran. An analogous treaty

en Germany and the USSR.

This agreement ed the basis for the develop-

of economic ties between the two C-O_untries.
ing the initial years of industrialisation the

This was natural — the budding

not yet in a position to fully

growing demands. ‘\ppm\lmdtel\ one-fourth OT

imports to the Soviet Union in the period 1925-1927

originated in Germany :
ndeavouring to relax international tensions, in

1 the USSR added its name to the Kellogg Pact

repudiating war. The pact had been Haned by the

governments of the USA, Britain, France, , Germany

and Othcr (..Ollntl ies. The ‘m\ iet Unl n s1£_ned this

the formuhl pmh]h'
and indefinite. In 1932 non- agorewon pacts
concluded between the USSR and Finland, Lz
Estonia, Po]‘md dnd France. In 193 normai
vere establish ith the USA,
and Rumania.

y the end of 1932 the First Five-Year Plan was
fulfilled ahead of schedule —after four years and
three months. The Soviet Union had virtually
trebled the industrial output compared to that of
tsarist Russia. Fifteen hundred major industrial
enterprises had been constructed throughout the
country. A large-scale, and technologically modern
industry had been created. Modern enterprises
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unknown in pre-revolutionary Russia sprung up in
the most important sectors of industrial production,
such, for example, as the aviation, tractor-build-
ing, automobile, chemi anc hine-tool in-
dustries. Tractors and automobi rplanes and
machine-tools, donc.ulturd] machinery and min-
eral fertilisers —all were now produced by Soviet
factories.

The engineering industry progr 1 at a particu-
larly rapid rate. During the First Five-Year Plan its
output rose fourfold. The production of a number of
types of machines and equipment climbed as-
tronomically: metal-cutting tools by 10 times,
by 335 times, tractors 39 times, etc.

In Gorky and Moscow major automobile factories
swung into operation; in Kharkov, Stalingrad and
Chely vabinsk — tractor factories: in Saratov, Rostov
and Tashkent — agricultural machine- bu1ldmg enter-
prises; in Sverdlovsk—a heav achine
plant; in Moscow — a ball-bearings fac
no means exhausts the list of the ldrg s
engineering w 1

g It should be 2

achine-building works su;h i
Dynamo, Elektrosila factories fundamentally
rebuilt. Ofte h an o n was equivalent to
the LOH‘-ITUC‘:IOH of an entir i

fajor progress was achieved in the electrifi
- untt\ The Leninist plan for electri
orked out at the clos
pm]utmn the construction over a 10-
30 electric power stations with a generating
f l,?t_lO thousand kw s overfulfilled by
rall capacity of the
1.1] L’IeLtI']C po“er stations exceeded 2,600
sand kw,

“of heavy industry was augmented. Iron
2, coal and oil extraction rose. Some 179 new

mines and over 1,200 oil wells were brought into
operation. The first lines of the Magnitogorsk,
Kuznetsk and Kerch metallurgical plants, the
Zaporozhye  Electric-Steel Plant and  the
Chelyabinsk Ferroalloy Factory were launched
Donets Basin and Ural metallurgi

were rebuilt and substantially expanc

Major progress was also achieved in the dev elop-
ment of all other branches of indust

The rapid growth of socialist indus
tally altered the country’s economy. Industrial gross
output now was pledommant in the national

homy. By the end of the Five-Year Plan its
lative weight in the economy 70.7 per cent
compared to 48 per cent in 1927/1928. Thus, the
Soviet Union had been transformed from a back-
ward agrarian to an advanced industrial power. The
erection of new factories and plants, mines and pits
went forth not only in the centre of the country but
also in the non-Russian o u cts. In fact
here the tempo of industrial construction was even
more rapid than in the old industrial regions of the
USSR.

The profile of these formerly backward districts
was radically alter he Transcaucasian repub-
lics the oil industry was successfully developed, and
new non- 1crruua metals, machine-building and coal

sprung up L\n entire network of

- s established.

de d development char L-tt.rlsed the mining,
chemical, coal, machine-building, oil and texti
industries as well as the non-ferrous metals i
i s. Industrial ¢
tion on z ale was undertaken in the Ukraine,
Byelory , and the antonomous republics and
regions of the Russian Federation.

In the course of the industrialisation of the
republics an indigenous working class emerged
there. Millions of people were drawn to knowledge
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and mastered industrial professions. During the
First Five-Year Plan agriculture was radically
changed as well. A system of collective farms was
created in the countryside. On the basis. of full
collectivisation the last and most numerous exploita-
tive class — the kulaks — was eliminated.

As a result of the socialist transformations the
Soviet Union was transformed from a country of
smallholding peasant households into one boasting
the largest-scale agriculture in the world. The
collective and state farms bringing together more
than 60 per cent of the peasantry were outfitted with
the most up-to-date techniques.

The industrialisation of the country and collectiv-
isation of agriculture did away with capitalist
elements and ensured the successful establishment
of the foundation for the socialist economy. The
results of the First Five-Year Plan convincingly
demonstrated that it was both possible and feasible
to build socialism in one country.

Chapter VIII

ON THE EVE OF THE GREAT ORDEAL

The successful fulfilment of the First Five-Year
Plan opened new vistas in the building of socialism.
Ever more complex economic and political prob-
lems were placed on the agenda. It was imperative
to consolidate the positions gained, to iron out the
kinks in the newly built and remodelled factories, to
bring to perfection mastery over 1}1e tcchmques
created by the will and work of the Soviet people.
It is readily understandable that the immense
production capacities developed during the Five-
Year Plan could not be fully assimilated in a
short period. Plants were not used to full capacity
because of the shortage of trained personnel and ab-
sence of experienced leadership in the new circum-
stances. ‘ ' o

The problem of mastering new techniques was
especially salient in agriculture, where the general
cultural level of the workers was lower than in
industry, and the technical knowhow of the person-
nel a scarce factor. _ i ) :

By the outset of the Second Five-Year Plan
serious lags were observed in certain important
branches of industry. The enemies of the Soviet
state hastened to evaluate such phenomena as
indicating the failure of the socialist course. Trotsky
spoke out in the emigrant press with a declaration of
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the need for the USSR to halt new construction and
undertake a “major ov %

However difficulti ould not shake the confi-
dence of the Soviet people in the realistic nature of
the plans that were charted. Having thoroughly
analysed the nature of the emergent difficulties the
Communist Party and the Soviet Government
worked out measures to overcome them.

A promment place in the new Five-Year Plan was
taken up by such questions as perfecting lead
methods in all branches of the econom

completing the technological reconstruction of plant
facilities and of spurring further gains in all sectors
of industry and agriculture. The working masses
took an active part in the elaboration and prepara-
tion of the plan. Conferences of scholars, engineers
and leading industrial workers were summoned to
substantiate and render more precise various as-
pects of the Second Five-Year Plan. The co-
ordination of plan indicators and the verification of
their scientific accura erably more
thorough than was the case \\Ith the First Five-Year
Plan.

The completion of the technological reconstruc-

tion of the entire na.tio al economy was determined
f i sk the Second

; dition for the

xtul tulfllment of thn Uoal was the mastery of
techmques nd production methods. All of

/ n the most up-to-date
scientific and tcchnolomm e. The share of the
instruments of production to be operationalised in
the economy during the years of the plan
amount to 50-60 per cent of those
operation.

The problem of the rate of develo

attention. The initial plan va;
12 to force the pace. The targets xct ‘ror thL
smcltmg of ferrous metals and the output of other

strial goods were exaggerated. After thorough

3 - plan indicators were brought into

conformity mth feasible parameters and with the

demand for the balanced development of the
national economy.

Since during the First Five-Year Plan period the
Soviet Union had been forced to concentrate on the
accelerated development of heavy industry (Group
A) with a relatively small rate of developmen in the
light and food industries (Group B), the Second
Five-Year Plan stipulated stepping up the pace of
consumer goods output. While in Group A the
average annual increase in output was set at 14.5 per
cent, for Group B the corresponding figure was to
be 18.5 per cent. The output of consumer good
to be expanded, and heavy industry was to partici-
pate in this effort. All this provided the opportunity
to overcome the excessive gap in the level of
development of the heavy and light industries and to
achieve an upgrading of the people’s standard of
living.

The Five-Year Plan approved by the Seventeenth
offered proof of the broad oppor-
the country fur the LOlTlplethI'l ot

the socialist transf
trial production was tc- more thdl’l double in five
years.

High growth indices were set for the ferrous dnd
non-ferrous metals industries, for the ¢
noted that overcoming the gap in this s was ot

overriding importance. Coal and oil extraction as

well as the output of locomotives and freight cars
were to be significantly boosted. The chemical
industry was extensively developed. Electrical ener-
gy output w b rise by 180 per cent. To meet the
demands of the plan it would be n ry to boost
labour productivity in industry by approximately 63
per cent and to reduce production net cost by 26 pe
cent.




The new Five-Year Plan concentrated its ¢
on the rational allocation of productive
taking into account both the interests of the
economy as a who d the necessity of a cele
ing the nomic upsurge of the Union republic
On IhL basis of the development of the old industr
ew ones were established 101 pmmotrm
ion of the country
tern and Eastern Siberia, Bashkiria‘
( ximately one-

relatl\'e weight of the eastem reuonx in the 0
production of pig Hl'_'lﬂ g i
one-fourth H9

an oil pmduunu centre bet\\een the Ur
Volga.

COngress
Lompletmﬂ durmg L)

 increased to
rms were to be give
services. The tractor fleet was to gro
and the number of combin
nd. On this basis, the c
produce to double.

The preparation of qualified personnel and techni-
cal sp sts a sine qua non of the tu.hnolo:,l-
cal nping of all branches :

i abour prod /]

Plan included a swe
1al and c.ultural Ie» el of Iht “ori\ers qd

On the basis of high growth rates in labour

! / and national income real w
double durmﬂ' the interval of the plan and ¢
daily services for workers and employees, on ¢

insurance and education, were to rise more than
twofold.

In the sphere of public education it was propo
not only fully to liguidate illiteracy and semi-lite
among the adult able-bodied populati
1-year pm!’mmme of

institute a
compulsory pol
cerned the countr oV ¢
educational provmmme had d]red y to a Lu ge
measure b implemented in the cities during the
ear plan. Outlay Ith care were
: s were to be

Sov Illy set about the
lmplementa ion of the %enond Five-Year Plan. The
socialist emulation initiated for the fulfilment of the
plan targets ahead of time was closely connected
with the mastery of new techniques and the more
thorough and effective application of these techni-
ques.

The movement leading workers to inc
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markable show of initiative by these production
innovators, which soon turned into a mass move-
ment.

The upsurge of socialist emulation in industry
soon caught on among those engaged in agriculture.
Among the initiators of the struggle for higher crop
yields, improvements in livestock-breeding and for
the optimal mastery of agricultural techniques were
the Ukrainian beet-growers M. Demchenko and M.
Gnatenko, the Kuban combine op or K. Borin,
the team leader of a women’s tractor umt, P.

elina, and many others.

The progress of these outstanding figures in the
farm economy was also closely connected with
improvements in the technical side of agriculture
and with a boost in the material well-being of the
collective farmers. Specialised occupations, quite
unknown in the old, pre-collective-farm village,
now made their appearance. By the close of the
Second Five-Year Plan there were working in
the countryside one million tractor operators,
more than 200 thousand combine-operato and
over 100 thousand drivers, technicians and service

sonnel.

. Stakhanovite movement convincingly
demonstrated that the Soviet Union had produ a
new generation of working people, both con:
and literate as well as capable of resolving difficult
and demanding tasks.

The Soviet people through their selfless and
competent labour succeeded in ca rying out the
Second Five-Year Plan by April 1, 1937 —in four
years and three month

What were the ba results of this concerted
effort by the Soviet people during the Second
Five-Year Plan?

The Soviet Union became a major industrial
power, first in Europe and second in the world in
terms of volume of industrial output.

Four thousand five hundred new factories were
brought into operation. The volume of industrial
production rose 4.5 times, with 80 per cent of this
output received from new or entirely rebuilt enter-
prises. Dozens of blast and open-hearth furnaces,
some 150 mines, new machine-building and chemi-
cal plants, electric power stations and canals were
operationalised. The new factories were large :
enterpri quipped with modern installations.
advanced multi-sectored structure of industrial pro-
duction took shape in the Soviet Union, and ensured
a solid base for uninterrupted growth. This was a
structure characteristic of an advanced industrial
pOWer.

The progress in industrial development ensured
the country’s economic independence. Soviet indus-
try was now in a state to produce all machinery
including the most complex, to meet the needs of t] e
economy. Imports of machinery in 1937 amounted
to only 0.9 per cent of all new machines.

Substantial headway was made in the rebuilding

proje : ompleted —the White Sea-Baltic
and Moscow-Volga (1937) canals. A major step was

taken in the opening of the Northern Sea Route from
Murmansk to Vladivostok through the Arctic

Ocean.

During the Second Five-Year Plan the Soviet
people turned an important page in history by
completing far-reaching social and economic
cha.nges in the count: e, resulting in the consoli
dation of the collective-farm system. The USSR
transformed into a country of large ag
ture. The establishment of producers’ co-operatives
of peasant households was in the main accom-
plished. In the summer of the last year of
the Five-Year Plan 93 per cent of all p y
holds in the USSR, holding 99.1 per




sown acreage, were included in the co-operative net-
work.

During the Second Five-Y Plan period the
Soviet Government bent its efforts to consolidate
the material and technological
tive-farm system. By the close of 1
a tleet of ~6\ NO trautors rough

per cent of the sown area of

mpared to 58.7 per cent in
1933). The number of machines in the state ag -
tural enterprises — sovkhozes — rose substantlcﬂ
There were now 85 thousand tractor
harvester combines and 30,600 automoh
pPOSSEssio ] state farms.
agriculture to a new technological ba.se Wwas now In
the whole accomplished.

The material and production base of the collecti
farms was ore'xtl\ expdnded Thenr ital i
ments trebled a:

Plan period.

The measures taken to improve the organisationa

and technical facilities of the collective and state

farms and to consolidate them economic lly and

politically ensured the fulfilment of the targets
the five-year plan for the output of a numb
agricultural products. Gross agricultural production
in 1937 was one-third hlgher than in 191
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cultural level of the people had reached monstrous
proportions. In pre-revolutionary Russia only or
fifth of the population could read and write. Almost
80 per cent of the citizenry were illiterate. For a
population of 160 million there were omnly 124
thousand schools and 14 thousand librar

From the outset the Soviet authorities
resolute steps to overcome this cultural b
ness. First in order of priorities was the erz

ili v and the ensuring of educational oppor-

s for the entire younger generation. The

government shouldered all the basic expenditures
required to carry out this enormous and c ;
The progressive sector of the intelligent
substantial aid on a voluntary basis. During the first
three years of Soviet power (1917-1920) seven
million people were taught how to read and w rite.
However decisive progress in the liquidation of
illiteracy was to be achieved only with the introduc-
tion of the five-year plans.

With the beginning of the 1930s elementary
education was declared compulsory. All instruction
in the educational tem was to be given free of
cost. During the Second Five-Year Plan period a
seven-year course of universal and compulsory
instruction was implemented in the cities cmd to a
large extent in the _countryside. In the interval
1933-1937 alone 3 ools were built in the
ci and workers’ settlements. More than 15
thousand schools were opened in rural regions. Over
a million teachers were engaged in the Soviet school
system. According to the 1939 census 90 per cent of
the population were literate. The f eradicating
illiteracy had been v irtually s he overwhelm-

ajority of the po uhtlon had access to
e and could a y participate in the
country’s political and public life,

A major advance in the cultural revolution was
the creation of a Soviet socialist intelligentsia. Three
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Such outs
Zelinsky,
drov, G. Grz
Vinter and manv ot
tmn pm] >

and peaﬂnt nrlLln Jomed the Soviet
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different types with an enrolment of 54 3
1937. During the Second Five-Year Plan perlod
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institutions of higher learning and secon specia-
lised schools graduated approximately one mil-
lion specialists. Women made up 43.1 per cent
of the enrolment in the institutions of higher
learning.

At the outset of 1937 the Soviet intelligentsia
numbered about 10 million men and women, of
whom 80 per cent were working people, drawn to
mental labour during the Soviet period. “Our
culture,” observed the renowned Soviet writer

<y, “is being built by a remarkably gifted
—former hired labourers,
both sexes, past masters of their job a y
represent the flesh and blood of their own clas:
(Jraduates of Soviet higher educational establis
as N. Dubinin, I. Kurchatov,
v, A. Kolmogorm. M. Ke}d\*ﬁh L.
A. Nesmeyanov, S. Sobole 7
/an and many others be(.

institutions
s reinforced

institutes were established and the numhc C
nnel re‘u.hed 10 thouqand dutma th-h second

institutions in I.he L-C.‘UI'I[]}. The drm)-
' personnel swelled to roughly 100
Ihousand members.
As Soviet science rapidly prog
sharply to move closer to
involved in economic and
Soviet phy ; 3
problems of i€ ; al anc .dl 1mp0_r-
tance. As early as the 1930s it turned its attention to
the most important areas of modern physics (the
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dation of its forces, and its grov
New themes. reflecting the processes Lll‘IdL rlying the
revolutionary transformation of society, became

: - The
Iveadm0 I|0ht~, of the Soviet scree ergei Eisen-
stein, Pudovkin, Romm and the Vasilyev brothers
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note P.)r}-‘r;mhn. , Lenin in October, Baltic
Deputy, rom K f, among these.
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it Historical
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ad its outstanding figures—S




takovich, Prokofyev. Kabalevsky, Dunavevsky.
Shaporin, and Myaskovsky.

Amateur artistic endeavours on the part of the
working people kept pace with the development of
professional art. Amateur groups performed in
cultural centres, clubs, factories and collective
farms. There were annual competitions of amateur
groups, The victory of socialism opened up broad
vistas for creative activity and for an upsurge in
multi-national Soviet literature and art.

During the cultural revolution there took place
fundamental changes in the way of life of the urban
and rural population. Such a fundamental reorienta-
tion was made possible by changes in work condi-
tions and in the nature of work itself, by upgrading
the standard of living, improvements in housing
conditions and health care, by the creation of a wide
network of cultural institutions (clubs, reading-
rooms, libraries, museums, cinemas and theatres)
and the encouragement of amateur groups, and by
the sponsorship of physical culture and sports
activities.

The victory of socialism fundamentally resolved
the question of women’s emancipation. Women now
enjoyed equal rights with men, and participated on
an equal level in social production. In 1937 approxi-
mately 10 million women were engaged in all
branches of the economy. They composed 40 per
cent of the industrial labour force, and a large
proportion of the Soviet intelligentsia. This led to
progressive changes in the structure of the family.

The decisive progress in the cultural revolution
and the cultural advances made by the population
were a component part of the establishment and
victory of socialism.

The revolutionary break with the old social
relations fundamentally altered the life of the Soviet
people and created the preconditions for the forma-
tion of the new man with a new world outlook and
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moral code. Everywhere, in all activities directed at
the building of socialism the people demonstrated
heroism and courage as well as a high level of
consciousness.,

The entire world watched with bated breath the
heroic feat of the crew of the Soviet ship Chelvuskin
which in 1934 broke up in the ice of the Chukotka
Sea. One hundred and four crew members
were stranded on an ice-floe. For two months they
lived and worked in a camp on the ice, every day
facing potentially fatal dangers. In April 1934 all of
the crew members were lifted from the ice by plane
and flown home. On April 16, 1934, a resolution of
the Central Executive Committee of the USSR
established the honorary title of Hero of the Soviet
Union for the highest level of excellence. The first
recipients of this title were the seven pilots who had
taken part in the rescue operations which saved the
Chelyuskin crew.

An entire series of heroic feats by Soviet people
followed this deed that amazed the world. Among
the pilots who participated in the Chelyuskin rescue
Operation was M. V. Vodopyanov. Hero of the
Soviet Union Vodopyanov was the commander of
the first aircraft to land on the ice near the North
Pole (in May 1937). Soviet planes dropped an
expedition — made up of I. Papanin, Y. Fedorov, P.
Shirshov and E. Krenkel — on the ice. to draft in the
polar sea for a stretch of nine months. The
expedition had scarcely settled in on the ice when
over it winged a Soviet plane piloted by Chkalov,
Baidukov and Belyakov on the first non-stop flight
from Moscow to the USA.

How many times during those years was the world
astonished! How often one heard the exclamations:
‘Amazing! Unbelievable!” The heroic feats of
Gromov and his crew, of Fedoseyenko, Vasenko
and Usyskin, the first to fly in the stratosphere to a
height of 22 kilometres, of the women pilots
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who flew from
¢ of the Ger)rq'

Grizodubova, Osipenk

Moscow to the Far East,

Sedov who fought against the i -
two years — these deeds demonstrated to [hL whole
world the nature of the new socialist man.

In 1936-1937 a stage of the utmost importance in
the history of the Communist Party and the entire
Soviet Union was brought to completion. Asar
of a twent ar effort marked by creative activity
and unremitting struggle with the s and tradi-
tions of the old world socialist society had been
essential]y built in the Soviet Union. The transition-
al period from capitalism to socialism initiated by
the Great October Revolution was consummated by
the triumph of socialism in the USS

Ihe (.redtmn of a large-scale list system of

u)mplete ed 1 e S t Union. There
no more l....:lpltdl]"a downers or u]qks

.-farm peasanu
But even they

pinltdtlon The fmmei poor and mldd]c
1d hned |dh()LI]‘L S,

It was no‘f a mlqelh strip uf ldl'ld but mthe

ge-scale mechanised collective econon
governed the labour and way of life of this class.
The kolkhoz peasantry made up 58 per cent of the
population of the Soviet Union; individual holders
only 6 per cent.

The character of the intelligentsia was fundamen-
tally altered. Having emerged in the main from the

‘people and maintaining firm bonds with the people,

the intelligentsia together with the workers and
antry had onlv mle s in common. This was a
people’s ;

The v f ¢ sm also signified fundamen-
tal changes i > profile of all the peoples making
up the S multi-national ite. The USSR

; ommunity of socialist nations joined
the ideology of proletarian

ialism and the

cial system required legislative

consolidation. The Constitution of the RSFSR
(1918) and the m\tltutmn of the USSR (1924) had
2fle in the period of

ialism and did not

of the Soviet people.
s of Sov iet'-. in ]Q?";

conform with the new
The S nth All-Unio
resolv i
tional commission was
prepared the draft of a new
published on June 12,
of this draft lasted for
over half of the country’s
part. From day to day
Soviet people expresse )
duced corrections and proposals. In all, almost two
million corrections, supplements and proposals
were submitted.

On December 5, 1936, the Extraordinary Eighth
Congress of Sonuts of the USSR unanimo sl&
approved the Constitution (Fundamental L.z




the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. The
Constitution gave form to and consolidated the
economic and political foundations of the Soviet
state as a socialist state of workers and peasants.

The economic foundation of the USSR, according
to the Constitution, is the socialist system of
economy and socialist ownership of the instruments
and means of production. All power in the USSR is
vested in the working people of town and country as
represented by the Soviets of Working People’s
Deputies. :

When the first Constitution had been adopted
thcrc_strl] remained in the country remnants of the
exploitative classes. Therefore that Constitution
disfranchised those people employing hired labour,
former whiteguards and the clergy. Thus suffrage
was not universal. For the same reasons elections
were not secret nor direct, but rather open and
indirect. At that time the bulk of the peasantry
cultivated individual plots and lacked the necessary
level of consciousness. Therefore the electoral
system was designed to offer the working class a
larger number of positions of authority. The elec-
tions were, consequently, unequal.

Now the time had arrived to remove these
restrictive measures and implement a consistent
democratism in the electoral system—universal,
equal and direct by secret ballot —to apply equally
for men and women, who in the USSR enjoy the
same rights in all spheres of production and public
activity.

The Constitution guaranteed all citizens of the
USSR the right to work, to rest and leisure, to
education, to material support in old age and also in
case of sickness or disability. The freedom of
speech, of the press and of assembly was also
guaranteed by law.

The victory of socialism in the USSR demon-
strated that the Leninist programme for the building
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of a new society was scientifically grounded. The
leading force ensuring the victory of socialism in the
USSR was the Communist Party which in all its
actions drew support from the indissoluble union of
the working class and the peasantry.

The full-scale building of socialism took place in a
complex international setting. The thunderclouds of
war were thickening over the world.

The acceleration of war preparations in Germany,
Italy and Japan intensified the threat to peace and to
the security of nations., The build-up of military
strength was particularly intensive in Germany. On
October 19. 1933, Germany withdrew from the
League of Nations, participation in which had
somehow or the other fettered the actions of the
nazis. The military articles of the Versailles Peace
Treaty were violated, scorned as mere paper. In
March 1935 the Hitlerite Government officially
introduced universal military conscription to expe-
dite the creation of a standing army of 500 thousand
men. This government made no effort to conceal its
pursuit of the arms race in the effort to establish the
most formidable war machine in the world.

While nazi Germany was the foremost military
threat in Europe. the same role was taken up by
Japanese militarism in the Far East. Having oc-
cupied the North-eastern regions of China, Japan
then began preparations for new military adven-
tures, Its plans included a major expansion at the
expense of China and other Asian countries.
However, Japanese militarists regarded the Soviet
Union as their major enemy.

Expansionist plans were also nurtured by fascist
Italy. Mussolini's government dreamt of turning the
Mediterranean Sea into an “Italian lake”, of the
rebirth of Italy and expansion to the frontiers of the
Roman Empire at its height. Among its immediate
goals was the seizure of territories in East Africa,
and, above all, in Ethiopia {Abyssinia).
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the USSR and offered it, as a Great Power, a
permanent seat in the Council. The Soviet Union
strove to turn this international organisation into a
factor for the consolidation of peace.

The Soviet Government demonstrated its willing-
ness to co-operate jith other states m the ettmt m
re tram th td 5

stablished the
prec ondltmm or the creation of a viable system of
international LLTI”LL e security, for checking ag-
gression in Centr stern Europe.

The world situation «.ominued to grow tenser. In
October 1935 the Italian army invaded Ethiopia
without a declaration of war. In March 1936 nazi
Germany sent its troops into the demilitarised Rhine
region.

In summer the German and
governments interfered in the internal affe
qul[‘l by offering support to the Franco-led fascis
uprising against the Republican Government of the
Popular Front. Soon this interference took the fmm
of open armed intervention. This was a “trial run”
before the outbr of full-scale war. The Spanish
Republic spilled its blood umlcr 1h“ blows of the
German and Italian inter However the
Western powers mdlm.lm i ysition of *“non-
interference” in Spanish affairs. As a result the
legitimate Spanish Republican Government was
overthrown and’ power seized by a fascist clique.

The joint intervention in Spain prompted the
formation of a German-Italian bloc. On October 25,
1936, a military al alliance between Germany
and Italy w
Berlin Rome t\ . A month later the German and

concluded the notorious “'ntl—

L..nmmtern pa.. . Under the flag of struggle

rorld mmunism the e bloc pursued its
goal of crushing the for ace and democracy




as well as establishing world dominance. At a later
date Italy joined the “anti-Comintern pact”.

Thus, a consequence of the “appeasement” policy
of the Western powers was the creation of a tense
international situation, fraught with the danger of a
new world war,

The policies pursued by Britain, France and the
United States of America resulted in the carrying
out by the fascist states, with complete impunity, of
one aggressive act after another. In 1938 the
Hitlerites occupied Austria and incorporated her
within the German Empire. This was followed by
the scandalous Munich. Encouraging fascist aggres-
sion in Europe, the French and British governments
resorted to a deal with the aggressors. In October
1938 Chamberlain and Daladier, the Prime Ministers
of Britain and France respectively, agreed with
Hitler and Mussolini at Munich upon the partition
of Czechoslovakia and the transfer of part of her
territories to Germany. The Munich agreement
completely freed the hands of the ageressors,
creating a very tense situation on the Western
frontiers of the Soviet Union. Only worsening
matters were the openly anti-Soviet policies pursued
by the governments of bourgeois-landowner Poland
and boyar Rumania, the two largest states on the
Western frontier of the Soviet Union.

In the East the situation was also strained.,
Militarist Japan continued to expand the aggressive
war in China. Taking advantage of the tense
situation in Europe, the Japanese military clique

initiated a number of provocative acts against the
Soviet Union. In the summer of 1938 a large
Japanese military force invaded the territory of the
Soviet Union near Lake Khasan, but was defeated
after a number of deadly battles. However this did
not teach the Japanese military clique a lesson. In
May 1939 a major Japanese force invaded the
territories of the Mongolian People’s Republic. The
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Japanese Command intended to occupy the MPR
and use it as a strike base against the Soviet Union,
simultaneously cutting off the Trans-Siberian Rail-
way. Faithful to its obllgatlong, the Soviet
Union immediately rushed to the aid of the Mon-
golian People’s Republic. Bitter fighting broke out in
the region of the Khalkhin-Gol Rwer and the
Buir-Nur Lake. Each side sent in sizeable forces,
including tank units. Fighting continued until August
1939, when the Soviet and Mongolian forces suc-
ceeded in driving the units of the Kwantung Army
beyond the borders of the MPR.

From 1939 the aggressive fascist states made no
bones of their intent to unleash war. In th(.: spring of
that year the Hitlerites flouted the Munich agree-
ment by occupying Czechoslovakia. In Marqh 1939
they wrested the port of Klaipeda anq a 51Z,feable
amount of territory adjoining it from Lithuania. In
April 1939 fascist Ttaly attacked and occupied
Albania. The fascist ringleaders regarded these
aggressive actions against the European states as
preparatory measures for a blow against the Soviet
Union.

As the threat of war loomed more and more
ominously, the Soviet Union was consistent and
resolute in its defence of peace. The efforts of
Soviet foreign policy were directed at warding off
war, bridling the aggressors and establlghmg an
international system of collective security. The
Soviet Union did all in its power to bring together
the democratic forces of the peaceful states in their
e against the danger of war.
k’tr%ﬁ%l Sogiel Union ;.m%vely aided the Republican
Government and the people of Spain in their fight
against the Italian and German aggressors. When as
a result of the Munich pact the Western allies gave
away Czechoslovakia to be plundered by the nazi
invaders the Soviet Union offered direct military aid
to that country in its struggle against Germany. The
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Soviet Government prepared to provide mili
tary support even if France revoked her treaty
obligations. But the ruling circles in Cze raki

the country to fascist enslavement.
Under pressure from domestic public opinion,
i h the policy of encouraging aggres
sion, the governments of Britain and France re
sorted to diplomatic manoeuvres, declaring that
; were not prepared to co-operate with the Soviet
Union. The latter expressed its willingness to begin
iations towards the conclusion of a mutual aid
the determination of specific measures to
ward off aggression. It delegated its most authorita-
tive represunta’uvex to conduct such negotiations.
on included Voroshilov—Peo-
C.omnussar of Defence and member of the
1 of the Party Central Committee, Zhda-
cretary of the Party Central Committee,
c§ha[:n:|5h1‘1t v—Chief of the General Staff of the
Army. The governments of Britain and France,
while formally agreeing to h negotiations, did
everything in their power to disrupt them. The
members of the Anglo-French military delegation
embarked for the Soviet Union b3 a on an
antiquated ship. It had already been learned in
Moscow that the delegation did mot pos
authority to conclude the corresponding ag
Further, it was made known during the negotiations
that the governments of Britain and France were
determined to receive from the USSR unilate
antees without them ; providing any ¢
tml mmmltments to the Soviet Unlon
s .of these negotiati
ated that the governme
France had no intent of concluding a
agreement with the Soviet Union. /
the British rernment began secret talks with
Germany, ascribing great importance to them. The
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previously si Anglo- Ge1 man and Franco-
German dec tmm in substance
aggression >ts b n Br]tam FI‘dI‘lL .

many. It E
and Franc trying to come to an arrangement
with Germany and prod her into a war with the
Soviet Union.

Given the circums :
was forced to take measures to avoid international
isolation and to ensure its security.

Earlier it had several times declined Ger-
man proposals to negotiate the signing of a non-
aggression treaty, hoping rather to reach an
agreement with Britain and France and provide for
an effective system of collective security in Europe.

/ ant reluctance of the governments
untries to conclude treaties of mutual aid

with the USSR, coupled with their efforts to come
to an agreement with Germany at the expense of the
Soviet Union, forced the S jovernment to
accept the German prnp ; s 1929 a

The Soviet Gov t,rnm t was qmte aware of the
perfidiousmsa of the le‘i and the tr'lmht\ of the

conflic \\-‘Ith nazi (urman

The designs of the Western politicians had gone
/. On September 1, 1939, the nazi troops swept

the Polish Western borders. Britain and

France were forced to declare war against Germany.
World War II began with a clash between the
capitalist powers rather than with an attack against
the USSR as the Western politicians had desired.
Within two weeks the Polis .
feated. The government fled Warsaw and the nazi




armies continued to drive to the East. The Soviet
Union could not permit the seizure of Western
Ukraine and of Western Byelorussia, the people of
which had been forcibly separated from their
blood-brothers in the USSR. The Soviet Union
could not allow the approach of the nazis to the
vitally important nerve centres of the country. On
September 17, 1939, the Red Army, on the orders of
its Command, entered Western Ukraine and West-
ern Byelorussia, blocking the path of the
aggressors,

While a *phoney war” procecded in the West, the
USSR created an “Eastern front” against nazism, a
front stretching from the Baltic to the shores of the
Black Sea. The peoples of Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Western Ukraine, Western Byelorussia,
Bessarabia and Northern Bukovina voluntarily
joined the USSR.

The Soviet Union did not spare its efforts or
resources to enhance the country’s defensive
capacities. It was necessary to temporarily extend
the working day from 6-7 hours to 8 hours.

In 1935-1937 a sweeping programme for the
accelerated development of a modern artillery, tank,
air and navy force was worked out and put into
operation. Recognising the threat of a new world
war by virtue of the growing menace of fascist
aggression, the Soviet Union was obliged to allocate
substantial resources to the production of modemn
military equipment, the establishment of the neces-
sary reserves of troops and supplies, the increased
fortification of its frontier regions and the organisa-
tional and technical measures in the army and navy.
By 1935 Soviet military aviation had grown fourfold
over 1931, the number of medium tanks had
increased 8-fold, of submarines 5-fold and of
patrol boats— 11-fold. During the second half of the
Five-Year Plan the defence might of the country
was further strengthened. Due to the worsening of
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the international situation, budget expenses allo-
cated to the Commissariat of Defence were increas-
ed to 17,500 million rubles in 1937, instead of the
originally planned 4,300 million rubles. Consequent-
ly a portion of those resources originally earmarked
for light industry was transferred to meet the needs
of the defence industry.

The production capacity of the defence industry
rose sharply in the interval 1938-1941. During 1939
output in this sector increased by nearly 50 per cent
and in 1940 by more than 33 per cent. The
mobilisation of supplies and state reserves was
stepped up during this period. By the summer of
1941 the Soviet Union had at its disposal a powerful
military-industrial base, capable of meeting the
needs of the army and navy in the event of war.

Under the threat of aggression against the USSR,
the deployment of all branches of the armed
services was begun in 1939 and the structure of the
armed forces improved. The number of infantry
divisions alone more than doubled by 1941. By the
middle of 1941 the army and navy had grown to
more than five million troops, an increase of 180 per
cent as compared with 1939, Although certain
questions connected with the country’s defence
were not fully solved during these years, on the
whole the Soviet state now had available the
powerful military force necessary for the defence of
the country.




Chapter IX

THE GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR

As the dawn broke on June 22, 1941, nazi
Germany treacherously and without warning at-
tacked the Soviet Union. The countrv was con-
fronted with the gravest threat. In the war that had
broken out the fate of the Soviet state was at
stake — would the peoples of the Soviet Union
remain free or be enslaved.

The war began under conditions extremely
favourable for the enemy. He had thoroughly
prepared for the invasion and held a number of
important advantages. The entire might of the nazi
military machine: 190 divisions, including 35 panzer
and motorised, supported by a powerful air force,
was hurled against the Soviet Union. Hitler mobi-
lised for the effort 5,500 thousand officers and
soldiers, almost 5 thousand aircraft, 2,800 tanks
(excluding light tanks) and more than 48 thousand
guns and mortars. The enormous invasion army had
two years of battle experience in operations in
Europe. It had taken only 19 days for the nazi army
to seize Holland and Belgium. Slightly more than 40
days were required to force the capitulation of
France and rout the British expeditionary army.
Almost all of Europe had been enslaved by the nazi
aggressors.
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Long before the assault against the USSR nazi
Germany had put her economy on a war footing.
Through the merciless exploitation of the occupied
countries the nazis utilised the industrial potential of
nearly all of Europe to provide their army with
military equipment, supplies and munitions. The
material resources seized by the nazis by 1941
amounted to the equivalent of 9,000 million pounds
sterling, a figure twice that of the annual gross
national income of Germany before the war. The
nazis could free substantial human reserves to swell
the ranks of the army at the expense of the forcible
conscription of workers in the conquered countries
to work in German military enterprises. More than
10 million workers were removed from the Euro-
pean countries to Germany,

These factors turned nazi Germany into the
militarily most powerful country in the capitalist
world and instilled the Hitlerites with confidence
in their ability to defeat the Soviet Union with a
powerful blitzkrieg invasion. At a conference in
Berghof of June 31, 1940, Hitler declared: “The
sooner Russia is crushed, the better. Attack achie-
ves its purpose only if the Russian state can be
shattered to its roots with one blow.” The idea of
blitzkrieg, or “lightning war”, formed the core of the
plan of attack against the Soviet Union. This plan,
worked out by the General Staff and given the
name Operation Barbarossa, was signed by Hitler
on December 18, 1940.

The enemy intended, through the rapid seizure of
the country’s industrial and agricultural regions, to
paralyse the economy and undermine the military
and industrial potential of the USSR. The nazis
counted on the instability of the Soviet system and
hoped that the initial successes of their army would
bring in succession a rupture of the union of the
working class and peasantry and of the bonds of
friendship among the peoples of the USSR as well as
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destroy the authority enjoyed by the Communist
Party with the people. Placing their bets on the
brevity of the military campaign in Russia, they
were convinced that the Soviet Union would stand
alone in this war.

Confident of the rapid achievement of their goals
in Russia, the nazi leaders laid out further plans for
the winning of world dominance. The official diary
of the High Command of the German Armed Forces
includes a note dated February 17, 1941: “After the
conclusion of the Eastern campaign we must work
through a plan for the seizure of Afghanistan and the
organisation of an invasion of India.” Other docu-
ments contained concrete plans for the seizure in the
autumn of 1941 of Iran, Iraq, Egypt. and the Suez
Canal.

The treacherous invasion by nazi Germany stirred
up the entire Soviet people. The perfidiousness,
cruelty, barbarity and inhumanity of the enemy
neither frightened nor demoralised the people. They
were ready to answer blow with blow. Recognising
their patriotic duty and not waiting to be called up
they voluntarily requested to be sent to the front at
the first opportunity in the ranks of the standing
army. One of the active forms of participation in the
armed struggle was the people’s volunteer corps. Its
ranks were swelled by enlistees who were not
subject to conscription but wanted to fight the
enemy. Together with the workers and collective
farmers in the people’s volunteer corps the intel-
ligentsia and student youth were also widely rep-
resented. In 1941 the people’s volunteer corps gave
the front 24 divisions with more than two million
soldiers.

The sudden attack by the nazis placed the country
in most difficult circumstances. The nazi troops,
having in the direction of their main thrusts a
preponderance of 3-5:1 in manpower and of 3:1 in
guns and mortars as well as absolute superiority in
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tanks and aircraft, overcame the stubborn resistance
of the Soviet Army to penetrate deep into Soviet
territory. During the first and most difficult months
of the war the Soviet people had suffered both
failure and defeat.

The advances of the enemy did not yet indicate
that the resistance of the Soviet troops had been
broken. Many units courageously repulsed the
attacks of the enemy troops. Launching counter-
thrusts in the border regions of Byelorussia and the
Ukraine, tank units continued to operate along the
line of the South-western Front until June 29,
Desperate battles were waged on land and in the air.
The unequal struggle with the advancing enemy did
not destroy the militant spirit of the Soviet troops.
The enemy gained control of the air and every
Soviet pilot knew that he would have to combat
several aircraft simultaneously. Often, having used
up his entire supply of ammunition, the Soviet pilot
rammed the enemy. Damaged by an enemy shell, a
crew under N. Gastello crashed their flaming plane
into a column of German tanks and blew up together
with this column. Such examples of heroism could
be related endlessly.

Many units remaining behind enemy lines con-
tinued to struggle with the foe. The garrison of the
Brest Fortress under Major P. Gavrilov, Captain I.
Zubachev, Commissar Y. Fomin won eternal praise
for their heroism. These courageous defenders of
Brest pinned down an enemy division for an entire
month. Resistance ended only when not a single
surviving soldier remained. The defence of Liepaja
(Libava) lasted ten days, that of the Rava-Russky
fortified region almost a week. Peremyshl was taken
by the enemy only after a number of bitter battles.

The losses suffered by the Soviet troops reduced
the fighting strength on the front lines. Faced with
the overwhelming superiority of the foe, they
retreated. But the fortitude of the Soviet soldiers
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and their willingness to stand up against the enemy
had not been broke

The multi-million nazi German ar rmy hdd never
befor ountered a e
its saults. Tts blows h sme
European state after another. It xeemed that nothing
could stop the fascist military machine. But the
Soviet people and their army did.

The forced retreat of the Soviet troops was
accompanied by hea battles along the entire
length of the Soviet-German front. This exhausted
the enemy and ved the strength of his armj
which suffered he losses in both manpower an
weaponry. The p f advance w owed down.

For the first timet verienced the force
of resistance p a country defending itself. In
July Soviet ded in mflu.tmg serious
defeats upon the enemy in a num fs s, As
an offshot in August the nazi C
men and res s for a simultaneous offensl\t,
on all stra c directio The Soviet Command
continued to build up the strength of its defences
and to draw up reserves from the rear of the
country.

The retreating Soviet forces had suffered he: 'y

: ies. The Soviet Union had lost stmtegh.

egion% dﬂd the L']dI‘IUEI v

were met b\ new

armies which had mo up from the rear.
The battle at Smolensk marked the beginning of the
ed and bloody mauling away of the nazi

sperate battle in the vicinity of Smo
which Soviet troops initiated a number of p
counter-thrusts continued from July until the end of
September 1941. The German Field-Mar
Boc Commander of Army Group Centre, los;l
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more than 100 thousand of his best soldiers at
Smolensk.

The fascist troops, encountering stubborn resis-
tance in the area of Luga, were unable to force the
defences in the Leningrad direction, and met a
strong counter-attack in the area of L‘tke ll]mn To
respond to this blow the na: '
to rush up troops from the central Ime of ac[ /ance.
It was forc ed to dc:]' / lhe dd\- ance on [ enmc'md h\f

up with thc Fin_n.i%h um’t& The unprc:(_e.dented
defence of Leningrad lasted 900 days. The popula-
i f the city bravely endured the terrible
deprivations caused by the blocade, and ignored the
Lontmuuus bombardments of artillery and air at-

ks to continue their work and supply the front
/ith weaponry and ammunition. One hundred and

sixty thousand Leningraders enlisted in the people’s
volunt rps. The nazis could not in the end take

The dcfcnue of Kiev, the capital of the Soviet
Ukraine, lasted more than two months. From
August 10 to October 16, 1941, Soviet troops

"—'&pprmimat 110 thousand

equipmmt were lost t :
uty Th'i‘ na lifered even heavier losses in their
i ood their

stopol, in

: soldiers

disrupted the ic plans for a “lightning

war”. The nazi gene / confronted with

the real e entuality of a \ winter ¢ mpaign for which
the German troops were not prepared.

In the highly difficult conditions marking the first

weeks of war the Central Committee of the

Communist Party was the true organiser and




inspirer of the struggle against the fascist aggres-
sors. The courage, unremitting will and keen insight
displayed by the Central Committee spurred the
on in its unexampled resistance to the superior

) of the enemy. It cemented the titanic efforts
of the people in the organisation of defence,
mustering of reserves for the front, in the consolida-
tion nf the rear and in the step-up of military

entire economic potential. This all after the naz
s had succeeded in occupying the coun-
try’s highly developed industrial and agricultural
regions—the major military and industrial base of
the Soviet Union! Before the war these regions
60-70 per cent of the count
and ferrous metals, as well as a large proportion of
its weapons, ns and ammunition. Thls territory
produced up to 40 per cent of the country’s grain
per cent of its beef and 60 per cent of its pork.
The Party Central Cc itte §
and perilc
fully weighed the
ntly told the people that it did not
count osition hopeless. On August 16, 1941, the
Party Ce “ommittee and the Soviet Gove
ment ac ed a military and economic plan for the
fourth arter of 1941 and for 1942. The plan
lnL]Udt.d a sw eepmg programme for the develop-
ary production in the
; wal to that region of a
large umup uf industrial enterprises and for the
vacuation to the rear of livestock, machinery and
grain reserves,
This plan reflected striking au nd unwaver-
ing confidence in the coming victory over the enemy
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as | as limitless faith in the strength, fortitude,
courage and reason o > Soviet people. It dealt
i Y i n and scrupulousness

\\mklng penple (lnd
: of public, s nd party
fer of induatrial ente

The rolling-mills fmm
dlumlmum and mangane
thL md{.hm{.—tuo] detor\, Trorn hl

<s and the d'L‘.rt’.I'IL.L
n of the hydropower station on the
Dnieper— were all relocated to the East in the
predc:tcrmmed penod In three months more than
,360 mq}m emelp ises were evacuated to the
More than 1,500 thousand

nicians as well as material
uables. The evacuation proceeded on the front
and in regi s close to the front, under the
uninterrupte - s of the enemy. In the first
five war months hostlle dlrLr'att carried out more
than 6,000 sortie leading to the
front and dropped on railway junc-
tions, stations, bridg'
lling this her

s, an entire industrial muntr\ W .

nds of kilometres av There, ¢
uninhabited sites, often in the open air, machines

2 i




and lathes were put into operation, Immedmlel\'
after they had been taken off the flat-cars.

By the close of 1941 the relocated enterprises
were producing more than in the pre-war pcnnd
The capacity of the defenu: mdustr\ grew rapidly
and the output of g
electric power Lhmbc:d

._u'i]tles ':.ufter-hd by the nazi
troops dlmnﬂ the fighting on the Soviet-German
tmnl ton.cd lhe German (omm.md to reduge thL-

s thc main goal the capture of Mo
ve in the direction of Mo
arded as the central and decisive one. The nazis
liev i capture nf Moa-.m\ they
wuuld
P.rec1sc.

. fensnc. A]most 80 di
thdl"l one million sol . 14,500 guns and mortars
and 1,700 tanks— made up the o hurled
against Moscow. By the end of September all
rations had been completed. The operation
i e-name Typhoon. Field-Marshal
1 with command over the troops
destined for the capital. The conqueror of Paris was
to be the conqueror of Moscow.,

In an a dre“ to the troops on October 2, 1941,
Hitler said: “In three and a half mnnihs tht:
preliminaries have been completed for crushing the
enemy with a poueﬁu] blow before the onset of
winter. All preparations within the realm of human
effort have been finished Today begins the last
and decisive battle of the " The nazi Command
did not doubt that Typhoon would smash the Soviet
lines and bring Gcmmn\' victory.

To be sure, such hopes had been entertained by
the nazi generals after the capture of Minsk and
Smolensk as well. But events on the front forced
these hnpes to be tran sterrcd to the selzure of KI

Coll'apst, Ins sistance mtenbtfled. Again the
time for the surrender of the Soviet Union was
delayed. Operation Typhoon would finally bri
victory. This would /e as a 1al for Japan to
mount an attack against the Soviet Union. The
former had concentrated her troops on the Far
Eastern flontur of thc. ‘30 et Union. The Japanese
3 aqsmed by Hitler that
: 194] The nazi

rest pennd in the mmtort of Mo apartments
and Hitler boasted that on November 7—the
revolutionary holiday of the peoples of the USSR
celebrating the y of the October Revolu-
tion—a nazi parade w ould be held in Red Square.
In the autumn the nazis mounted their offens
designed to squeeze M SCOW in a m.ml pmu:
Progre
ly foll

Hltier s armies rea \ invinc
boasted?

The Soviet troops ascribed great significance to
this battle. They fought with unprecedented
heroism for every foot of land and inflicted heavy

s on the foe.
he traditional festive gathering of November 6
and the Armed Fo parade in Red Squarc on
November 7 served as an expr
confidence of the Soviet leaders in the fate of their
capital. During the parade Stalin addressed the
mau.hers from the tribune of the Lenin Mausoleum:

“The whole world is looking to you as the force

capable of destroying the p]underlm_, hordes of
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German invaders. The enslaved peoples of Europe
who have fallen under the yoke of the German
imadus iook to \ou then hhemlon A great

uT thls mis
liberation, a |u'~t war.’
the parade moved direc
Square. The decisive battles
took shape.

The Soviet troops fought with unparalleled
age, dedication and tenacity. The phrase: “Russiz
great, but there is no room for retreat —behind
Moscow”, gained currency. In fact, there was no
ntreai Thc Q(wnet troops on the ﬂutsklrts 01

its I:n‘ntq At Ihat mumen( \\h' )

itself and was given the md‘r to move to the

e, \\hen the IhlZ] generals assumed that the
strength tn undertal\e a

8 uf up b to 300,000, _ i
mber 1941 a major Sh‘lfl in the
5 on the lmnt i

\uth finality in the snow
"lhe Bdtﬂﬁ' ut MU

, Rostov and leh\ln ]
of 1941- carried
( rimea and on the
\outhem and ‘iuuth—
‘By the end of Pehtudl,
places adva
completely Ilberuled Moscow dﬂd Tula regions as

well as anumber of districts in Leningrad, Smolensk
and Orlov regions.

The defeat of the nazi German troops near
Moscow completely disrupted the plans for
“lightning war”

The Soviet vu.tor\ bolstered the mor‘ale 01 thc
Soviet Army and inspi

rea
ment in the European countr
under nazi occupation.
The Sovie ion did not remain in isolation in its

the struggle against fascist aggression. Hitler had se
world dominance as his goal. All of mankind was
threatened by this plague of brown shirts.

Thus, when German acked the Soviet Union,
the governments of Britain and the USA proclaimed
that their countries would offer support to the
USSR. This marked the beginning of the anti-Hitler

1]1t1-.m for a common struggle against fascist

The Soviet Union had persistently
vorked for such a coalition in the period preceding
World War I1.

Between September 29 and October 1, 1941, a
conference was held in Moscow of representatives
of the US, British and Soviet governments. This
conference worked out and adopted a plan for

%merit.an deliveries tn the % t Union. The
1 Britain
qtmteblc raw m'aterl‘

The Allies del red machinery and certain types
of armaments to the Soviet Union. The So-
viet people appreciate the aid rendered them dur-

 trying war years by the peoples of the
USA, Britain and ada. It should be observed,
however, that Lend-Lease aid did not exceed 4 per




cent of the war production of the USSR in this
period.

The Soviet people cherish the memory of the feats
of British and American sailors, who, with the
support of the Soviet navy and aircraft, warding off
attacks by enemy raiders, submarines and bombers

oke through to the Northern ports of the USSR
and delivered military supplies. In the fierce battle
for the external communication lines in the Barents
and the North seas, Soviet ships and aircraft
successfully co-operated with the forces of the
Allied British Navy. While the Soviet Union shed its
blood in the stmeole with the enemy—an enemy
threatening all of progressive mankind—the US and
British governments had the opportunity to muster
their forces, build up an invasion army and strike a
blow at the nazis. The leaders of the USSR
understood that the Allies needed a certain amount
of time for the mobilisation of these forces. But the
Soviet people counted on reciprocal understanding
of the need to minimise this time by virtue of the
arduous and bloody conflict on the Soviet-German
front. During the negotiations among the Allies

agreement was reached on the necessity of the
creation of a Second Front in Eur i
unding from the defeat ne:
t ringleaders decided to achiev /€]
> Soviet Union by the rout of its armies in the
L.outh and the seizure of the southern fertile and
. Directive Number 41, signed
in st.ructed hi S troop

; importdnt mi]im» Lmd econor
The nazis counted on seizing the
cutting off the suppl) of B'lkl] 011 tu th c;o\let

m{ing an offensive to the north—ea
flanking movement round Moscow.

With the outset of spring |
mlhtdr\ situation confrg -
fact is that in 1942 ther g other country in the
world carrying on such a wide military effurl against
the nazis. Tht‘ Soviet troops fought against the
fascist army in what amounted to a one- against-one
combat. In this most difficult period of the war the
Soviet Union single-handedly carried on the mili
and economic conflict with the enemy also because
the US and British governments, despite their
pledges, stymied the opening of a Second Front
dﬂdll‘l\t nazi Germany in the West.

. nece 1 Second Front in

le by the summer

of 1942 to n.m%tcr suhstdntml forces from Western

Eurupe to the Soviet-German front. By this time

there were enemy divisions (excluding aircraft)

the Soviet troops. In North

: re 4 German and 11
Itali.m divisions in action against the British troops.

/ the Allzed opamuona in Africa h.ld hut I()Ldl

2 a precarious
viet Union. The

betw
ﬁnanc
fi.. Thn permltted thc
(Jcrman (ummand to hegm a new nm}or offensive
in the summer of 1942 in the t
Soviet-German front. The enemy troops came out to
Voronezh, forced the Don, and broke through to the
Volga and the Caucasus. Stiff fighting erupted in the
area of Stalingrad, which the nazis planned to take
on the march.
Despite significant numerlml superlunl\-‘ the nazis
could not force their way
approaches to Stalingrad Soviet troop
onslaught of the enemy and thus time
build up the city’s defences. The So
Command took measures to cover
advance to Stalingrad. At the far entries to the ¢




on the Don md at its hlgr bend three reserve armies
he 67 2nd and 64th.

cost of he ualties and taking
advantage of their ity in manpower and
materiel, the f oops succeeded in forcing
entry into the city in mid- September, where street-
fighting became the order of the Fur 140 S
and nights combat raged in the cit
fantastic casualties, the enemy \ gdmed
kilometres in this period. In the middle of Sep-
tember a letter found on the body of a German
officer. It read: “We have but one kilometre left to
reach the Volga, but we are unable to make it, the
struggle for this kllomene is lasting longer than the
war for all of Franc

Stalingrad became a furtrew-ut\ it hename a

front. A volunt i
side with the ¢ /

the ( thr W gremdes mtu

of resldemlal hmldmgs \‘thu‘t‘ women,

< t.hdt t.hert: lem.nn'd
nfines. Indeed it was
quare kilometre occupied
s ] f 100 thousand shells,
mbs were nded during the fight-
ing. Iron simply melted in this inferno, but the
Soviet people h firm to the end.
The former nazi general, Kurt von TIppelsl\lth
ras forced to admit that the Battle of Stali
me the virtual symbol of the struggle between
the two opposing worlds. And so it was. The world
of aggression and slave lided \uth the \mrld of
L.l.}I'I'IT'I"ILlI'IIS[ ideals.

soldiers understood that their fate hung in the
balance. All Soviet people were united by t.he three
sacred words, the password and sy

a Homeland \*mton

€ haustcd. In
the desparate fluhtmg around Stalingrad from June
the foe had lost up to 700,000

C more  than

: the p! evail 1
entire Soviet-German front, h'— A5
memn nt 19 2 pmduu:d a plan for

] hairman of
'mmuttec. Stalin, in which the
nmander, Zhukov, called back
from th front near %m]ms_md and the Chief of the
General participated. The meet-
ing consid the one overriding question —the
situation at Stalingrad and in the Northern Cauce
decided to mount a major strategic
imed at encircling and defeating the
o rough to Stalin-
as entative date for
arrying out this operation. Over the next t
month > m]uJ plan for tht St: 1]1ngr'1d off

implemented.

On November 19, 1942, the troops of the
South-v 1ern :-.md Don fronts, after a heavy
artille e

moved to the offens .. The thILh on thl_
directed to meet the dd\- ancing units of the South—




western and Don fronts. With 1hese a sauits bnth

nut'et of the offensive, lmkuj up in the \lumtv nt
Karpovk: / - west of Qlallnul ad.
/0 enemy divisions
much equipment w

Soviet troops hurled the

attempts utthe surrounds emy di nnsto hreak
: ¢ ailed, as did the

L.c_)unter-off_t.n sive in the vicinity of Kotelnikovo also

aimed at piercing the ring of encirc]cment. :

The terms of surr ; %

Command were re

Janu 10, 1943,

liquidation of the s

a task which was ¢

After the fighting 147 the

burled ‘\nuther 91 thul

..s L.dptl]l‘ed a large quantity
eqummmt )
The battle on the Volga ended in complete vic
for Lhc Soviet forces. Nazi militarism had b
feat trom which it could not recover.
all fascist forces engs
man front had hcen CC
‘The battle ¢

the nazis \\hu.h ‘»ll” h' '
nental turning point ha

Thn bdttIL paved the way for the major offensive
of the Soviet Army in the winter of
i f m Lcningﬂdto the

the uu S eni d. on the frozen plains near
Rzhev i e Ca 1 . nazis suffered
one defeat after .muther. while the mu.,ht of the
Soviet Army continued to grow. Before the clos

1942 new dl\rsmnsandt' l\ﬂlmlt.,'-\](\ml.d the hm.es

pd‘;sed the CIl[lLal point of developm ent in 194”
now stepping up the output of arms and ammun
tmn Th mbat training of Soviet troops
i s the art of leadership of the military
commanders.
During the winter \,amp'uun app
enemy di S were wi ed nut ln C ‘I‘tdlﬂ :

kllomutre&
Early in February 1943, at a military conference
dquarters of the German High Command
lair”, in East Prussia, Hitler admit-
1 can say ‘one thing: the possibility of ending
the war in the East ﬂ'l]‘ﬂl.lgh an offensive action
has now vanished. This fact must be faced
squarel
Huw er HI”U and his Command, true to their
decided in the summer of 1943 t«
e te on the Eastern front in order
gain the lost initiative and take re
grad.
Measures

and meet the n
millions of wor
occupi i
production of nev
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up. In 1943 the nazis managed to increase the output

of tanks, a aft and guns. The German Command

placed high hopes on the new heavy tanks —the

Tiger and Panther—and the self- -propelled

gun—the Ferdinand. Hitler augmented his army by
nother 2 million soldiers.

antage of the involved configuration of

the front line, the nazi Command drew up plans for
converging blows against the Soviet forces from
Kharkov and Orel and for ley elling out the front
near Kursk where Soviet troops had driven a wedge
in the nazi defence lines. They intended to crush the
entire southern wing of the Soviet front, and in so
doing seize the roads leading from Moscow to the

south. Hitler placed major strategic g
troops. In ope ational order No. 6, ed by him on
|t was stated “Thl ensive is of
with rapid
. ion of the main
senr thc best units, the best
anders and the largest
tory near Kursk must

he a torch for the entne world.”

Once again the situation was becoming precan—
ous. For two years the Soviet Union had
a single-handed effort against the na

In this struggle the Soviet Army had achieved

turn of the tide in our of the USSR. But

ictory had cost dearly. The fighting on the

tem front was partic bitter and sanguinary.

re Hitler brought up fresh troops in preparation
for a powerful new blow.,

At this difficult moment, when majur operations
by the Germdn fnr-..c'-. on the Ed\lern ont were to
be ) itain and the

nf ’&nn:rlta once 'aLam after a delay
, set back the tlmetabk for the opening of a
Front. Early in June 1943, they informed the

t Union that there would be no Second Front

for the remainder of the year. In a reply to President
00SEV elt, dated June 11, 1943, Stalin wrote that a
econd Front would create
ardships for the Soviet Union, which
J,Im( t single-handed

rong and formidab :
sent to the Brltrsh Prlme Minister, (hurch]]l

ated June 24, 1943. ended with the follow

s Governme t_._

pre-6n tion of -;unfidem,e _in its
\\hiuh 3 . ;
a question of
S ng mlllmn' f lives in the occupied s of
Westem Em ant ta and of reducing the
-es )mpm.d
American

re insignifi
iling them

.ntmted near Kursk. More than 2 thoumnd
aircraft to support this force
The ah' ce ut "lL’(H(\ll'i IT‘I]]l[dI‘\ 'u.tt\][\ on :
large
army and stmm]a[.r:d or dgd]ﬂ the hupe.
E-lmo-n___ the nazi Command it the war could be
redirected in Germany's favour.
In his order to | '
a by this
< must wrest the init g from the
t Command in the immediate future if not




ve influence on the subsequent course of

g him down
mdl[mm for the counter-

dge in tht wWie
res, but uu]d
aufieled

ome of which both

sides \em in up to 1
ended in the full rout
In the middle

pursued b viet units. rnl k to fht" Dnieper,
hopinﬁ to L-I'lllE]‘]\.h themselves on this natuml

The Battl
events of ) Mar II P;nlh S
battle mo th: hml mrHlnn men,
thous: 0
and

et people w :
ear alone the brunt of the fig
f . In the summer ul'
German f i

It suffices to pnmt um that ‘J[ 1he mument of the
Allied landing i
2 German

iet Army had — with-

out a Second Front — liberated almost two-thirds of

ta temrorv On the entire Soviet-German front the
Ld m move to str

*rlhung \\-mL ed out in thl.. rear,

the economy had as a whole been

. eds of the

trial enterprises evacuated to the east had

red tu]] production. In addition in the Urals and
ia the construct of new as well as the
mnn nd expansion 01 1 tnw enterprises

in indu stry the \traction of '
sed rapidly and the output of st
md cast iron shot up f)utput in thL

Bel\\een
d : mua'l\« an 2

machin

machin

tanks and Othtl w eapons than were at tht

of the nazi armies. In addition, the quali

military equipment was much higher than that of the

performed

T hc war serv ul

s major aurluultu ¢ ;, ( The mnhl]~
isation of a substantial proportion of t.he coll




farm peasantry into the army and the requisition of
tracto automobiles and horses for war needs
complicated the situation for agriculture.
The anprehenm e aid given by the country —the
ation 01 urban pmple to ry out agricultur-
s ective and state
with z-.igricult.ural 5} hin ind the selfless

ion of the collective-fa kers
iet Army and the country’s
: | steady stream of agricultural

produce and of industrial raw materials.

Those who worked in the hinterland not only
provided the requisites for the front, but also
transferred their personal savings and valuables to
the fund or the Soviet Army.

; an important role in ensuring the

riet offensive through their

behind enemy lines. The partisan move-

ment arose in thc first months nf(he war. B\' August

Pdl‘tl"\dn Qmup
thousand mem
there were 73§ ;
in all, by > end © 4] there were 3,500
roups and detachments at work in the
areas un nemy ou.updtlon
By the close of 1943 there were 250 thousand
ers fighting the enemy Thu kllled
S0 s and ufh 3
Lmd hlew up mr]\

dered nazi attcmptx to ‘mm.tlon in the It.mpm"- i
occupied Soviet lands.
The nazi Command was forced to remao
( s from the front to combat the partisans.
yout 10 per cent of the German land forces
ting on th yviet-German front were engaged
; ; 043 the n threw into
isans —in addition to the

500 thousand soldiers
of the field forces.
But no ettort c uld stop the pm an movement, this
struggle by Soviet patriots in the defence of freedom
and the independence of their socialist homeland.
The military su achieved by the 7
; s in 1943 placed the nazi army on the border of
catastrophe. Now the Hitlerite Command hoped
only to drag out the war. In all aspects the Soviet
Army wa
In 19- )
on Soviet terrltt Y —
But the Soviet Arm}
enemy with every passi
1944 the nazis were hmled

1944 the powerful
Ul\raim to the west

a were liquidated.
Soviet Army through its own eff irts would defeat
the nazi arn d liberate the peoples of Europe
from the fascist 3
On June 6, 1944, Anglo-American troops under
) ‘isenhower landed in Normandy, in
ance. In the middle of August American and
French forces carried out landings in the region of
Toulon and launched an offensive inland. On
August 18 French patriots revolted in Paris and
freed the French capital of Hitler’s troops.
By the autumn of 1944 Fra Luxemburg,
Belgium and part of Holland had been liberated by
the Allies. Approximately 90 fascist divisions re-
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sisted the Anglo-American drive, while the basic
rces remained as before on the Soviet-German
front.
Tn the summer of 1944 Soviet forces undertook

full\, pmsued the retrea ing
kia and Hungary.
the Allied forces the strength
1st army diminished. However, stubborn
continued. In December 1944 the nazis

on the Western Front. The Allies’ lines were
breached and the Anglo-American army placed in a
dlf’r it \]tlethl‘l The Ardennes opemtmn was

ate peace with (wrrmm\' to free tht
for the continuation of the effort

The nazi offensive placed a serious menace
before Iht ‘\”lt“\ (hur h]” :

intensified.
completing pre-
Jtegu, offens . Honouring
_ to its Allies the %mhet Supreme
nmand ded to begin the offensive well ahead
f the inte date. On January 12, 1945, Soviet
forces moved to the offensive along the entire length
01 the Sov serman front. By the spring of 1945
sia had been taken, Poland and Hunga

: enna_entered, and the appm'auh

Be.lm re Lhec] All in all, the offe

.anm(m em:rm i hun.hlll
1- February 23, 1945, i s observed: “The

Red Army celebrat .

amid triumphs whic W .
applause of their allies and have sealed the doom of
German mili ;

“Future g tions will acknowledge their debt
to the Red Army as ; do we who have
lived to witness th proud achievements.”

In Iiﬂht of the 'pp Lhil‘!ﬂ end to the war, [hL

lt.ll They mmm]ttcd
themsel\ es to the extermination of German militar-
and nazism creation of firm
antees of peace in Europe. Germany's Armed
>es were to be liquidated entirely and the
General Staff disbanded. The war industry was to be
/ was to pa\ reparations for the

d

Poland
the dem econstru of Eurc pe
Soviet Union,  hope ¢ eedy term
, agreed to aid in the struggle against l.man
declare war against the latter two to three
mnnths .1fte1 th pitulation of Germany.
g ' strated the unity
rmination to
r period
5 the Soviet
ive. The forces of the
into the heart of
s of the armies
st coalition pressed forward, anx-
ed up the long-awaited victory.
Hav ng broken the defence lines of the enemy on
tern bank of the Oder and the Neisse
Soviet roop anced towards Berlin. By April 25
. group had been totally irrounded
by units of thL First Ukrainian and First Byelorus-




;—'1.rmie ]oyfull\

On May
Garrison surrendered. The banner of victory ;
raised over the Reichstag. In the Battle of Berlin
Soviet troops suffered more than 300 thousand
casualties, many more than those suffered by the
other Alli C s during the enti f 5

On M= , in one of the subur
representatives of the German Command signed an
unconditional capitulation.

The war in Europe had ended with the crushing
defeat of nazis

The leaders of the three Great Powers
USSR, the USA, and Britain— met once age
the summer of 1945 in Potsdam, near Berlin. The
decisions stemming from this conference deter-
mined the concrete measures to be taken to rebuild
Germany on a democratic and peaceful basis
through demilitarisation and denazification.

The Soviet Union firmly upheld the agreed-upon
decisions, while the USA and Britain ignored the
und nding that h n reached and moved to
rearm German militarism.

ot end with the at of
mperialist war unleashed by
ntinued to rage in the Fal

against poan er Japan's immense
land force ETE S C le of carrying out a
protracted ¢

Allies and w 15h1ng to ensure the s€ i
ers as well as help bring World War i to a specd\

L()I}LIU\IOH the Soviet Union declared war against
i erful blows the Soviet forces
short ti Japan’s crack land
_ This predetermined
the mpld Cdpltu}dtmn of militarist Japan. On Sep-
tember 2, 1945,
The defeat of nazi
fortuitous chain of ci
logical phenomenon conditio
tures of the belligerent states.
/ar demonstrated the superiority of the
alist smidl ;md state

a]:;o pt.rmllted within the brie
economic restructuring on a war basis and the
steady flow of nec v supplies to the Armed
Forces.
The war further demonstrated the smidl

political unity of the Soviet people,
patriotic and moral fibre, their selfles
fortl‘rud and their willingn

alist homeland. On

ignificance of th

the Communist PLm\ in
Communist Party consoli
their fight agains - ag
nised the uninter upted work carried out in thL- i3
The selfless dedication demonstrated by the Con
munist Party during the war years further solidified
the trust, respect and love it enjoys among the
Soviet people.




Chapter X

THE COUNTRY HEALS ITS
WOUNDS

ar hud dum. colossal ddmdge to the Soviet
Union. There was no equal in hist o the bloody
war through which the USSR had just passed.
Virtually every family had suffered a loss during the
fighting. Tt had swept away more than 20 million
human lives. For the future of their home
its freedom and independence, millions of sol ers
had given up that which is most precious— their
lives.
On the territori
occupied, the fascist aggr
six million peaceful citizens—men,
women \-md children. Hundreds 1] ands of
Soviet people wa away in the nazi co
tion camps. More than four million SO\]'
were dr
: Tlt\' of these perished in the sc

f the USSR, which had been
rs tortured or killed

re the Hitlerites had reigned there remained
but ruins. History knows of no destruction, barbari-
ty dnd mhumamt\ on the level of that prdcl' /
/i am! The fruits of the v
which iet people en their labour,
and love h-ad been destm_\_- ed by the nazi occupa-

tional fc . The enemy had methodically ruinated
a:rtwq actories, collective farms and cultural
i E’Ll‘ltﬂil Stulpna '2p(1]’t1ﬂ'3' to

ars to IestOIE thx::. ea.-om_)m,\-
had been some !

thnu\-md
kl]t

lhe nazis had
and turned m

: d, Pskov,
ov-on-the-Don. The co
of roughly 30 per cent of its

arms and resfdentul qumte hlS was an
yuntry in the midst of such

g onomy.
l.arge sums of money and substantial m.nerml
esources were dedicated to thi ¢
begun on the reclamation of the Donbas c
metallurgical industries in the
ions. the railroad network




state farms destroyed ' by > war. During the

difficult war years the first steps were taken in the

restoration of cultural and educational ins i
hools, theatres, libraries. But granted the

the cities and workers’ settlements, major indus-
trial centres, hundreds and thousands of agri-
cultural enterprises, villages and hamlets was still
ahead.

In the summer of 1945 a substantial proportion of
those industrial enterp hitherto concentrating
on defence needs now switched to peacetime
production. Those resources previously e; pended
on war needs were redirected to the further
development of the country’s economy. Many
millions of workers who had been taken out of
production during the war years now returned to

The socialist system and the planned

-onomy allowed a smooth transition from a war to
a peacetime economy. The entire complex process
of restructuring was completed on the whole in
1946

Soviet people were not intimidated by the unpre-
cedented difficulties. They did not ex to relax
after the war, Throughout the | / people
pitched in their efforts ’ had not only to restore
that which had been destroyed but also to surpass
the pre-war level of industrial and icultural

This made up the main task of the
sar Five-Year Plan.
h this end in view, the Central Committee of
> Communist Party and the Soviet Government in
August 1945 instructed the e Planning Commit-
tee to draw up the Fourth Plan for the
restoration and further expansion of the econ
the Soviet Union. In March 1946 a Plenary
of the Party Central Committee approve e basic
plan figures. Soon after this, a session of the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR, elected on February
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10, 1946, approved the plan after a comprehensive
and thorough discussion of it.

The basic economic and political tasks set by this
plan were the rebuilding of those regions of the
country which had suffered in the war, restoring the
pre-war level of industrial and agricultural produc-
tion, and further developing the economy of the
USSR. The plan stipulated a rise in the living and
cultural standards of the Soviet people. By the end
of the Fiv - Plan the level of industrial
production wsz eed the pre-war level by 48 per
cent. Taking pri was the rebuilding and rapid

evelopm eavy industry sector including
such branches as ferrous and non-ferrous metallur-

machine-building and the fuel, chemical and
r industries. Thus, the machine-building indus-
boost production almost twofold over

rding to the plan, 250,000 million rubles were
to be invested in the nomy, of which 157,500
million were earmarked for industrial develop-
ment.
In the sphere of agriculture the level
output was to be restored, and then surp
per cent.
Work proceeded apace throughout the country
The Soviet people eagerly and energeti Iy
the fulfilment of the ta laid down by the plan.
They rebuilt their cities and villages, their factories,
mines and open pits. Through the efforts of
working people from all corners of the land, the
coal mines of the Donets Basin were put back into
operation almost overnight. In 1947 the Dnieper
Hydroelectric Power Station was re 3
many large enterprises were working at full ¢ pe
i as the metallurgical works in Zaporozh
stal Combine in Zhdanov, the Makeyev-
ka Metallurgi (




Hitheintulll_t /e uItS
of two y In De;emher 194 the
distribution of product: ; replaced by
ale state and erative A monetars

reform was introduced at the same time.
By virtue of the efforts of the workers and
sants the Soviet Union was the first of the
an countries which had participatcd in rhe

m.tmm on the supply to the popula’non u‘r
and other consumer goods.
g standard enjoyed S
The Soviet state introduced se
educuons -:m tm‘p qtuff nd hnusehold

g uf m..hoola, medical
dClllt.le:-_. and cultural institutions.
The extremely complex and difficult tasks in-
volved in the restoration of the damaged economy
ved in the briefest
]umt of ll'ldl_l‘mtlldl pmdm.—

I'S m lusture md st
1949 marl\ed ;—1

fulfilment of the quc
: - the restoration of the ec
permitted an im ase in the cnnt‘ml figures for
i output for the su

thc \\ ar, dﬂd p- ti 3
of modemisation of b:
through the productio
 and equipment.
ist Party
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nd automatic plodu tion line

hile rolling-mills, coal combine
turbo- and ro-drills and pow ¢
were fully automated. In the following years ' the
Party and the Government ensured the rapid growth
of output of a number of highly pmdudwe ma-
chines and assembly lines, as well as the intr

: : of an advanced technology

which played a cant role in the industrial up-
surge.

Much work was done to shore up the technologi-
cal base for agriculture. This sector, which had lost
40 per cent of its power capacities durln0 the war,
desperately needed help— and it received it. Even

mediate post-war) Five-Year Plan
provided the village with enough machines not only
to make up the losses inflicted by the nazi
ors but also to push ahead the technological
. for the collective and state farm em. In
1949 the number of tractors and agricultural
ines turned over to the collective and state
cceeded the 1940 figures by 150

0 per cent respectively.

Thc proportional depl yment of productive forces
throughout the countr ‘.ontmued during the pc
war plan period. Asia and the Trans-
caucasus there arose res for the production
of ferrous metals. Coal extraction increased in the
Kuznetsk Bz i ind the Urals.
Thermal and h i

and chemical v S 3
o-machine building L the Av toele (-
ibor, were hlult in Rig i‘- In tht <




The unprecedented destruction and the distres-
ﬁmb Std[t. ot the war- damdged Sov 1et conomy

by the war. The post-war Fiv ‘1ear Pl.m was
reqa.rded by bourgeois economists as a fanta
pipe dream. The predictions of failure were uns
mous,

The l'abnur feat of thL %\iel people and the

once agam ' & : II'&L]@ Ihe Fuurth F]\ e-
Year Plan v fu]fll].:d ahead of time —in four years
and three months. In this time more than 6,000
major industrial enterprises were restored; the out-

the construction of major hydroelectric power
tions such as the Kuibyshev, Kakhovka and Gorky
nched; the machine-building, coal, oil and
chemical industries were expanded; and the output
of consumer goods substantially boosted.
In the post-war period agriculture progressed
under severe handicaps. In addition to the heavy
g 3 icultural regio 1ring the
war, the situation was further complicated b} the
withering drought which in 1946 enveloped a large
part of the Russian ch{.rdtiun—inc..luding the
Volga region and the North Caucasus—as well as
lne
The Central C ummi[[ee nf lht Lommumst Party
and the -Sm' a
prov idimz

Occupatl(m dl'ld to th(). hit by the drought. ¢

tial loans were granted to help in the ehmldn ]
the collective- : state-farm economy, and
number of ¢ anc MMicC measures
implemented. As a result of these measures by the
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end of the Five-Year Plan agricultural production in
the Soviet Union had reached the pre-war level.

The Soviet people had to rebuild the national
economy in a complex post-war international situa-
tion. Reactionary circles in the countries belonging
to the anti-Hitler coalition sharply altered their
policies towards the Soviet Union. In March 1946,
Chur , speaking in Fulton, called for the uniting
of Anglo- Sd\On\ in the struggle against “Eastern
communism”. President Truman was present at this
speech by Chunhlll W was preceded by
extreme boister. It w ar that he was in
agreement with the fundamentals of this militant
speech by the British Conservative

A short time later, the US Secretary of State,
James F. Byrnes, gave a no less vocif : .
in Stuttgart, making clear that W
bre'lklng with the agreed-upon policy on the ques-
tion of Germany and was aiming at transforming
West German militarism into a strike force of im-
perialism on the European continent. A year later
Truman proclaimed the “right” of the USA to inter-
fere in the internal affairs of other countries (the
Truman Doctrine). This was followed by the Mar-
shall Plan and prepdlatlons for the es Iishment of

sion th-,lt Uq cO 3
instituted over foreign trade and in part ov er the
mdu:,tr) 'a.nd tlndm.eq of these countries.

the cold war, with its theories of

and “intimidating” communism,

e authors of this political line did

/ 1g on the
US nuclear monopoly. President Truman stated that
the atom bomb would be a fine club against the
Russians. It was med that the nuclear monopoly
held by the USA was a long-term one.




d in the dir
ition, the production of
: ntio ped up. The
US Army v y Nike fr ;
modern technolo IS military bas were bult
throughout the . C ly as ible to the
Sov Union. The arms . quic gathered
momentum. l.arge-scale military preparations
as an end %h(‘)rinq {Ip the nomy during the major

01 thc..

Durino 1he first six years of
)) the government

th.m h.ld all Ih

: an Umon including in its ranks
, France, Belgium, Holland and Luxemburg.
at the mltmme of thg.
e Nullh

the puppet ruler of So ngman Rhee,
provoked a war against the People’s Democratic
Republic of Korea.

It is no wonder that the policies of the USA and
the West European states following in its wake led
to a heightening of international tensions.

Futhermore, fundamental changes took place in
the intenmtional sltuatmn tn the ad\ antdf:

new upsurge m the rey 0|thlundl\’ mu\'ement (
. s of this mov
the establ:sh ment of penple s governments in a
numbe1 of Central and South-east European coun-
s— Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania,
] and Albania. These

development. The
tion and demilitari
the Smflet Union in its zone uf ouupatlon |{.‘L| to a
i cratic forces and the
of the German Democratic
irst pe loving German workers

The e_ll rkment on the path of s
numhe - of European and Asian countries tunddmc‘n-
hanged the balan-.. of power in the pt

>t Union turmed a pmn ertul
Thc \ov iet Union and all People
ally interested in

bIl’LlU_gled persistently for the implementation of the
programme of the post-war \\m]d hLuId-up thml h
the total extermination of fasc

of conditions for the democ ClE\ {.lopmcnt of the
countries which had been liberated from fascist
tyranny.




With the growing threat of anew " the policies
S y i tively defend-
e, at exposing and deiedtma p]ans to 1gmte a
The Sovie /
practised the Leninist polic
tence of countries with differe :
consistently acted in deieme 01 the pe
resolution of outstanding international issue
through negotiation, with due respect tor the
¢ and independence of the
: owet Government proposed the conc
; Peace between the Great Powers,
ation of tests and of the pmdm. ion of

nucleal weapons and the reduction of conventional
arms,

The S_ riet Union demonstrated in practice its
Tm medmleh after the end of the Great
1tial number of officers and
d. By the end of the war
th e were ll %w thoumnd men in the ranks of the
- fter demobilisation the number had
47 thousand. The USSR withdrew its
troops from China, Korea, Norway, Czecho-
slovakia and Bulgaria. T
Thus with the end of W orld War II there appeared
two different approaches rnational relations:
on the one hand, the peaceful course held by tht‘
Soviet Union and other member
S L‘lclhjt community, one dir lhe r-.duc.tmn
of international tensions, at aver g war, at arms
reduction and h'mnmg nuc
uthe: hdﬂd th '

alire‘: in thc rmhtar-‘
The young _ rc:.apcan and Asian
were subjected to milit threats and intim
trnm the |mpermllx , as well as to
ation. The imperialist forces
tried every measure to overthrow the power of the
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peoplt The US Congress openly declared subver-
sive activity in the socialist countries to be its
official policy. In 1951 alone 100 million doll: '
allocated to finance reactionary emigrant organisa-
tions, anti-socialist propaganda, sabotage and sub-
version in these countries.

The Soviet people considered it their duty to help
the young People’s Democracies repulse the attacks
launched by imperialism and to ensure them free
development in conformity with the stated desires
of their people.

All of this placed a great burden on the Soviet
Union. The international situation importuned that
the country’s material and technological base be
brought, within a brief time-span, to such a level
that would permit the strengthening of the Soviet
Union's defence capacities in order to ensure the
freedom and independence of all socialist countries,
to offer them the necessary help in the building of

The Soviet Union was consistent in its attempts to
achieve a ban on nuclear weaponry. However the
USA, using its influence, blocked every proposal by
the Soviet Government in this direction. Moreover,
the United States construed its entire foreign policy
after the end of World War II on the assumption of

maintaining a nuclear monopoly. Naturally the
Ilqmd ion of this monopoly would have a major
impact on the international situation.

Soviet scientists had even prior to the war carried
on substantial theoretical and experimental work in
nuclear physics. On the base created by these
fundamental achievements the conclusion was al-
ready made by the end of the 1930s that it was
possible to induce the chain fission reaction of
uranium atoms—a pro ng enormous
amounts of energy. These esti es were done in
the Soviet Union in 1939-1940 by Y. B. Zeldovich
and Y. B. Khariton. In 1940 a long-range plan was
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ive research in the field of nuclear
) . The plan continued to be enacted through-
out the war ye :

In 1942 important measures were worked out for
the continuation and expansion of theoretical re-
search and experimentation towards the creation of
a nuclear reactor and the inducement of chain
reaction of nuclear fission. It was clearly mno
accident that the operation for encircling Hit-
ler’s troops and creating a “cauldron” near Stalin-
grad in the autumn of 1942 was code-named “Ura-
nium?”,

At the e of 1942 nuclear physicists were called
together in Mo V. Many of them, including I. V.
Kurchatov, were summoned from the front. After
this meeting work in nuclear physics was inten-
sified. Orders placed by these entists with
industrial enterprises were on the same level of

rity as mili orders.

When the war ended the Soviet Go rmment was
able to increase its allocations for the continuation
of research, to boost the number of S

‘ed and to put more of industr
of the project. Together, these m .
rapid gains in the direction of nuclear power.

In 1946 the creation of the first nucl I reactor

ached the finishing stages.
1

All present

Kurchatov, turning to hi
ene i 5

One morning in August 1949 an American airplane
on a routine flight brought down with it an air
sample. Analysis of the air demonstrated that an
itom bomb had been e ded at a very high
elevation. On the same day it was reported to th
President of the United States that the USSR had
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carried out a nuclear explosion. The USA had
deprived of its nuclear monopoly.
However r SA, seized
. As before
aunching of a
iet Union in an
: There were no few
“megades: unts —how many
of Soviet people could be destroved or
d in the event of war,
> Soviet Union was confronted with the rapid
rearmament with ad ponry of the armies
of the imperialist st and above all the US
which, stepping up the production of ne
ment, lavished this equipment on the arm
aggressive NATO bloc countries. The Soviet Union
could not choc It was forced
)
radio-eng er,
electronic-guided weap
In urging on the arms race
the West

connected both

load of the huge exp
with the rebuilding of industry, the development of
atomic industry, and the re-equipping of the army

nated that it would either throw overboard
ans for industrial development or move to-
wards con ons to the imperialist bos
Neither of th tations we
After the ¢ ous and bloody war and the
truction and w ht upon large expanses
/, Soviet people had performed a new
important than the military fe:
) had restored the n
omy and taken a big step in the effort rapidly
nce th ntry’s milit and industrial pote
tial. In d ns “frc sitions of strength” a
; the imperialist powers. :




Union held a position which could not be ignored by
even the most adventurist elements in the capitalist
countries.

Without yielding to blackmail and military threats
and without succumbing to war hysteria, the Soviet
Union acted during these difficult vears as a
persistent defender of peace and advocate of
reduced international tensions. In the Soviet Union
as in the rest of the world there emerged a
movement of adherents of peace—a movement
bringing together hundreds of millions of people.
While the military threat may not have been reduced
in this period, it may be said with assurance that
peace was preserved and the preliminaries estab-
lished for the subsequent and successful effort to
achieve international security,

Chapter XI

THE SUCCESSES OF SOCIALIST
CONSTRUCTION

Having achieved major progress in the develop-
ment of the economy, the Soviet Union entered a
period in which the foremost task was the further
consolidation of socialism: the further development
of the Soviet social and state system, advances in
agriculture, industrial growth—above all, heavy
industry, and continued improvements in the materi-
al and cultural well-being of the people.

The country made major strides in carrying out
the Fifth Five-Year Plan (1950-1955), which was
considered and approved by the Nineteenth Con-
gress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
(CPSU).

The Fifth Five-Year Plan was fulfilled ahead of
time—in four years and four months. In 1955 in
terms of industrial production the USSR already
exceeded by 220 per cent the prewar (1940) level
and by 95 per cent the 1950 level. The number of
new factories, mines and open pits increased
throughout the country.

The socialist economic system ensured a rapid
growth rate in industrial output. The average annual
growth rate for national income and industrial
output in the USSR was roughly double that of the
corresponding indicators for the United States of
America.
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Heavy industry made rapid gains. The construc-
tion of the Cherepoyve Khalilovo and Trans-
caucasian metallurg works were brought to
completion. New mines and pits we d. Work
proceeded at a bris '
Kakhovka, Kam 3 3 .
power stations. The first currents pulsed through
the Ural, Kuzbas and Donbas thermal power sta-
tions.
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In a key branch of the machine-building indus-
try —that of machine-tool construction, the output
of new types of automated and semi-automated
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lathes and assembly lines was stepped up, automatic
machine-tools with remote control were created and
high-precision machine-tools devised for instru-
ment-making and radio electronics.

‘Major technical advances were made in the field
of power-generating machine-building. The Lenin-

grad metallurgical factory began production of

steam turbines with a capacity of 150, 200 and 300
thousand kilowatts.

Transport was placed on a fundamentally new
technological basis. The electrification of the rail-
road system, begun in the 1950s, and the transition
of many units to diesel traction, facilitated the wide
employment of these more advanced means of
traction and the retiring of main-line locomotives by
the end of the decade. Jet and turbine-propelled
aircraft were put into service, including the TU-104,
IL-18 and TU-114. Helicopters were more widely
employed in the economy. On June 27. 1954, the
first nuclear energy power plant— with a capacity
of 0 kilowatts — was completed and put into
operation.

The 1950s were marked by the intensive develop-
ment of the country’s eastern regions. The energy
capacity of Siberia’s plants advanced at a rate

ing that of the rest of the country. The

y Siberian rivers were tapped as a source of

energy. Powerful thermal power plants making use

of rich local fuel sources were built. Siberia

produced for the homeland ever growing quantities

of diamonds, gold, gas, oil, ferrous metals, iron ore
and coal.

In the 1950s Soviet geologists discovered huge
new deposits of iron ore, ferrous metals, oil, gas and
other natural resources, far surpassing prewous?v
discovered deposits. As a rule these discoveries
were made in the country’s east. The level of
industrial development in the USSR and the tech-
nological progress made permitted this wealth to
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be placed fully at the disposal of the national econ-
omy.

During the Fifth Five-Year Plan advances were
made in agriculture as well. The resolution entitled
“On Measures for the Further Development of
Agriculture” and adopted at the Plenary Meeting of
the Central Committee of the CPSU in September
1953 was of enormous significance in further
increasing agricultural output. The implementation
of this resolution included measures for both
increasing output and upgrading the income of the
collective farmers. Many new specialists were
sent to work on the collective and state farms. In-
dustry was given the task of stepping up the crea-
tion and output of new and highly productive ma-
chinery.

Industrial growth and the building of new cities
and workers’ settlements led to rapid increases in
the urban population. In 1950-1954 alone the popula-
tion of the cities rose by 17 million, 9 million of
whom were from the rural areas. In this connection
further increases in agricultural output were needed.
The growth in demand for agricultural produce was
also spurred by the systematic upgrading of the
country’s standard of living. For example, the
consumption of milk and milk products in the cities
and workers’ settlements doubled in 1956 over the
preceding year. This explained the increased
attention given by the Communist Party and the
Soviet Government to progress in agriculture.

A large number of experienced production or-
ganisers and agricultural specialists were assigned to
work on the collective and state farms. The
government allocated substantial resources for the
development of agriculture and the supply of
agricultural machinery was significantly improved.

Of great importance for the upturn in agricultural
production was the resolution adopted in February
1954 by the Central Committee of the CPSU and the
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et Government concerning the reclaiming of the
oin and uncultivated lands in Northern Kazs
stan, the Volga region, the Southern Urals and the
Northern Caucasus. The exploitation of the virgin
and uncultivated lands did not require ex ;
material inputs and, what is most important,
short interval provided for marked increases in grain
output. The appeal by the Communist Party to
eclaim the virgin lands and increas 1in output
met with enthusiasm by the S 4
More than 500 thousand young men and women,
demonstrating a high degree of patriotism, took
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Progress in industrial development made possible
a fundamental tackling of housing construction, the
pace of which increased from year to year. In 1960
the number of square metres of housing space
constructed— 100 million — almost equalled that
built during the entire 1946-1950 period.

An inseparable part of the efforts of the Soviet
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those measures enacted by the Communist Party
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workers in the villages. The profile of the collective-
farm peasantry was in itself changed. Special-
—combine and tractor operators, drivers,

nachinists and mechanics—now represented a
mgm_fu:ant component in its make-up. The labour of
the tiller of the soil was now turned into variegzited
industrial work. Hundreds of thousands of 'ag
ronomis livestock  specialists, veterinaries
economists, engineers and mechanics were now
engaged in the sphere of agriculture,

The socialist intelligentsia is playing an ever
greater role in all spheres of develé»ped socialist
society. It is this fact which underlies the steady
growth in the number of specialists engaged in
mduatry, agric_ultl{rv_e., health care and education. The
?;;’)le:}l:b of scientific personnel grew with particular

The USSR census of 1959 revealed that the
population now stood at 208,826 thousand peop]e
The census data testified to the high rate of groivtl'i
marking the Soviet economy and to increases in the
urban population. During the two decades precedihg
the census 503 new towns and cities appeared on the
map. The census pointed to substantial changes in
the territorial distribution of the pcnpulation‘- In
connection with the rapid industrial growth of the
country s eastern regions the population gained
rap[d]! in the area to the east of the Urals. While in
the USSR as a whole the population increased by 9.5
per cent during these 20 years, in the Urals the rate
was 32 per cent, in Central Asia and Kazakh-
stan—38 per cent, and in the Far East—70 per
cent. -

The second half of the 1950s was marked by the
further development of socialist democracy and of
the creative activity of the working people. An
important role was exerted in this connection by the
resolutions of the Twentieth Party Congress (Feb-
ruary 1956) and of the June 1956 Picnar:.-'hMe.eti'hg of
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the CC CPSU concerning the overcoming of the cult
of Stalin’s personality as well as the consequences
of this cult.

The party revealed the reasons for the emergence
of the personality cult of Stalin, determined, on the
one hand, by the historical conditions underlying the
building of socialism in the USSR, and, on the other,
by the negative features of Stalin’s personality.

In criticising the negative sides of Stalin’s activi-
ties, the party by no means diminished his services
to the country and the international workers’
movement.

The cult of Stalin’s personality, particularly in the
latter years of his life, inflicted serious damage to
the cause of party and government leadership in
socialist construction. However it could not disrupt
the operation of the objective laws of the develop-
ment of socialism nor alter the democratic nature of
the Soviet system. Nor could it shake the organisati-
onal, political and theoretical foundations of the
Communist Party.

The overcoming of the harmful consequences of
the personality cult was facilitated by the consistent
application of the principles of democratic central-
ism, collective leadership, critici and self-
criticism, the strengthening of ties between the
party and the masses, improvements in the activi-
ties of the Sov the trade unions and other
public organisations, and the expansion of participa-
tion by the working people in the affairs of govern-
ment.

Working for the consolidation of peace as an
important condition for the successful building of
socialism, the Soviet Government, while carrying
into life the Leninist principle of the peaceful
coexistence of states with different social systems,
actively and insistently searched for means to

reduce international tensions. It brought forth
concrete and coherent proposals for the creation of
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collective security in Europe as well as a construc-

tive programme for disarmament and the b'mmng

nuclear weapons tests. The Hmlet Um_n .

ally expanded its ecc '

dev eloping Asian

with a number of capitalist in Eu rupe, and

North and South America. Economic aid from the
iet Union to the developing countries s grew by

leaps and bounds.

This was all an important factor in the relaxation
of international tensions and the improvement of
relations between states with different social

tems.

From its very first days the Soviet Government
stood by the principle of the peaceful coexistence of
states with different social ems as the basis of
Soviet foreign policy. This principle was elaborated
by the founder of the Soviet state, Lenin. Thus the
opinion currently in vogue in the West that the
principle of peaceful coexistence was advanced only
recently and out of considerations of the moment
must be rejected out of hand. The Soviet Union has
and could have no re qnn to provokc a war. The
exploitative clas as , are interested
in expansionist wars as ze and plunder
the territories of others have been eliminated in the
USSR. The Soviet Union, just as other socialist
countries, is profoundh interested in the mainte-
nance of peace, for it is peace which will expedite
further progre SO truc.tion‘

Much energ
effort for p was needed in order to

f ' each pa
principle of mternatmn‘al co-operation gained a
larger following among world opinion. A large
number of countries, flrmiv committed to a neutral
stance, completely backed the ‘§mlet initiative fnr
¢ i technol
and the ever growing arms race have forced lhc

people of the world to ponder the catastrophic

sequences of a new world war. Can war be
\'erted i e—this problem became a
question of life and death for m many millions of
people after the end of World War 1.

The Twentieth Party Congress of 1956 analysed
the international situation in detail and came to the
conclusion that there e a real possibility of
averting further wars. The congress was guided in
its conclusion by the fact that the balance of class
and political forces on the international arena h
profoundh Lhdl’lEed by the 1950s. The socialis

ries ove all the Soviet Union had at their
p()\'» crful resources with w g b any
. The international working-c

pem,e are brought toge :

The profound historics res and Tunda.lm;ﬂ.tz-ll
progress achieved in the world to the benefit of
socialism expedited the further growth of the
ll'lttlnd[] nal -..ommum'-.r moveme mtr]buted to
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A year later, in July 1954, an agreement was reached
i eva on a halt to military activities in Vietnam.
Laos and Cambodia.

The Soviet Government undertook important
foreign policy actions designed to reduce interna-
tional tensions in Europe. In September 1955 the
Soviet Government withdrew its military base from
Porkkala-Udd in Finland. At the initiative of the
Soviet state a peace treaty was concluded with
Austria, the latter accepting the solemn obligation of
maintaining a policy of neutrality.

In the summer of 1955 relations were normalised
between the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia. Diploma-
tic relations were established between the USSR
and the Federal Republic of Germany.

Of great importance in bringing together all
peace-loving forces was the further strengthening of
co-operation and friendly relations between the
Soviet Union and the peoples of Africa and Asia,
which had taken up their struggle for national
independence,

The steadfast and consistent effort of the Soviet
Union on behalf of peace led to a meeting of the
heads of state of the USSR, the USA, Britain and
France. At the meeting, held in the summer of 1955
in Geneva, they discussed the pressing problems
surrounding the relaxation of international tensions
and, in particular, the problem of Germany, Euro-
pean security, disarmament and the development of
contacts between East and West. The agreement
reached between the heads of the Great Powers
opened new perspectives for détente. But the
governments of the Western powers soon reneged
upon the agreements and continued to add fuel to
the cold war.

The prospects for a further reduction of tensions
and for a relaxation of the international climate
frightened reactionary circles in the West. Trying to
complicate the international situation these circles
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organised a number of provocative acts against the
socialist countries and states which had adopted an
independent course of development and thrown off
the colonial yoke. 43 :
Through their agents the imperialist forces made
preparations for a counter-revolutionary fascist
uprising in Hungary. At the close of 1956 internal
counter-revolution with the active and comprehenj
sive support of international impen:.—'ihsm atter_npted
to overthrow with arms the people’s power and to
restore the dominance of the capltahstg; and land
magnates. The socialist forces of people S’Hungary
ext?rpated the forces of countc.:rvre\_-'oluthn: The
Soviet Union, true to its internationalist obhgatlons
and at the request of the Hungarian Revolutionary
Workers’ and Peasants’ Government, came to thp
aid of the working people of the Hungarian People’s
ep G 2
Rtfi]l.ltt’!l':; same time Britain, France and Israel with
the tacit support of the USA carried out a blatant ac.t
of aggression against Egypt, which had adopted the
path of independent development. This represented
an attempt to intimidate peoples of tI.u: East by the
force of arms and to stem the growing tide of the
national liberation movement in Asia and Africa.
The Soviet Union firmly and decisively acted in
support of Egypt, sternly condemning the aggres-
sors, and declared its determination tter ofte; H}z
Sgyptian people the necessary support to crush the
Eggﬁ r]: anpd restore peace in the_ Middle East.
The firm stance of the Soviet Union exerted a
sobering impact on the aggressors, forcing them to
withdraw. e
The subsequent attempts by the USA and B“__t?""
to occupy, respectively, the Lebanon and JOI‘dl—lT:I-.
also ended in failure. The interventionists were
forced to withdraw their troops from th
tries. The imperialist forces were in no positio
suppress the revolution in Iraq, which resulte




the ousting of the reactionary regime in power in
that country.

The Western powers, in creating aggressive
military blocs spearheaded against the Soviet Union
and the other countries of the socialist community,
were waging on a rebirth of German militarism. As
such, they encouraged the revanchist sentiments in
the FRG.

Endeavouring to ensure security and preserve
peace in Europe, the Soviet Union and the Europe-
an socialist countries concluded in Warsaw on May
14, 1955, a Treaty of Friendship, Co-operation and
Mutual Aid, stipulating the establishment of a united
armed forces with a joint command. The Warsaw
Treaty was an important factor in strengthening
peace and security in Europe.

The close of the 1950s marked the final and
complete triumph of socialism in the USSR. The
realisation of profound social and economic pro-
cesses in the 1920s and 1930s led to the victory of
socialist relations in the USSR. Private ownership of
the means of production was eliminated and re-
placed by socialist ownership. Exploitation of all
forms was liquidated. In this context socialism had
won a complete victory. Within the country there
remained no forces or conditions which could lead
to the restoration of capitalism.

However, the first socialist state in the world was
under the constant threat of military intervention by
the capitalist countries and faced the danger of a
forcible restoration of capitalism by international
reaction. The attacks launched by international
imperialism against the Soviet state were successful-
ly repulsed by the Soviet people. Emerging victori-
ous in the Great Patriotic War, the USSR cleared the
ground for a decisive change to the benefit of
socialism in the balance of forces on the internation-
al stage. The rapid growth of the economic potential
of the Soviet state, its military strength and the

270

establishment and consolidation of a system of
socialist states made impossible the restoration of
capitalism by means of military intervention from
without. To be sure, the Soviet Union and _olhcr
socialist countries received no guarantees against a
military attack by the capitalist countries, but the
world situation had so evolved that there existed no
force capable of restoring capitalism in the USSR or
any other socialist country. This meant that social-
ism in the USSR had won complete and final
victory.




Chapter XIT

A TIME OF GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS

At the close of the 1950s the Soviet Union entered
on a new stage of social and political development,
characterised by further improvements in the coun-
try’s material and technological base and in social
relations, by the comprehensive development of
Soviet democracy, by the unremitting growth of the
cultural, educational and material standard of living
of the Soviet people. The building of developed
socialist society was begun and completed in the
1960s. Socialism achieved a high degree of maturity,
stability and development.

The national economy of the USSR, founded on
socialist relations of production and on the econo-
mic laws of socialist society, reached a high rate of
growth of the productive forces. Qualitative chan-
ges accompanied these quantitative changes.

These qualitative changes were determined by
the organic linking of the achievements of the
scientific and technological revolution with the
advantages of the socialist system. Such a fusion
was manifested, above all, in the creation and rapid
development of new branches of production, in the
modernisation of old plant and facilities and of the
technology of outdated sectors. the widespread
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mmtroduction of comprehensive mechanisation, auto-
mation and chemisation, and in the creation of
fundamentally new tools and materials. The struc-
ture and territorial deployment of production was
further rationalised. The substantial growth in the
capacity and technological level of the economy was
accompanied by improvements in the training of
scientific and technical personnel.

Progress in the development of the productive
forces was also conditioned by the unprecedented
growth rate marking the Soviet economy,

By the end of 1970 there were in the USSR 50
thousand factories, quarries, mines, open pits,
electric power stations and other industrial enter-
prises. There were 34 thousand collective farms and
15 thousand state farms, and thousands of construc-
tion, transport and communications enterprises. The
value of the economy's basic funds amounted to
737,000 million rubles. Each month the country’s
industries produced an output equivalent to that of
the entire pre-war year of 1940, A single per cent of
the growth in industrial output in 1970 matched the
figure of annual industrial output in pre-
revolutionary Russia.

The material resources for the implementation of
large-scale capital-intensive projects grew. By the
first half of the 1950s annual capital investment
hovered at the 13,400 million ruble mark, almost
matching investment for the entire Second Five-
Year Plan. During the second half of the 1950s
annual average capital investment climbed to 24,700
million rubles. Capital input for 1970 alone
amounted to 80,000 million rubles—50 per cent
greater than the combined figure for investment
during the pre-war five-vear plans.

This permitted the creation of new types of
production and new installations within brief space
of time. It spurred the construction and opera-
tionalising of thousands of new enterprises. It
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The Soviet state has always regarded technologi-
cal upgrading as the basic means of improving
agriculture. A composite plan for the mechanisation
of agricultural work and the widespread application
of mineral fertilisers was accordingly drawn up.
However the war destruction and the difficult
conditions of the post-war period blocked the
allocation of sufficient resources to carry out this
programine.

It is an established fact that until the end of the
1960s agricultural output was increased primarily
through expanding sown acreage. This stage of
agricultural development was historically inevitable
and conditioned by that which was materially
feasible for the Soviet state.

With the beginning of the 1960s the conditions
were established in the USSR for increasing the
production of mineral fertilisers, carrying out irriga-
tion projects and bringing to completion the all-
round mechanisation of agriculture. The economic
might of the country now allowed the intensification
of agricultural production through the widespread
application of fertilisers, the development of irriga-
tion, comprehensive mechanisation and the applica-
tion of the achievements of science and progressive
methods.

Electrification was substantially boosted and the
technological level of plant and equipment in
agriculture upgraded. While in 1950 only 15 per cent
of collective farms and 76 per cent of state farms
had electricity, by 1960,71 per cent of the former and
nearly all of the latter had received electricity. By
1965, 95 per cent of all collective farms had been
electrified.

In 1970 every collective and state farm had an
average of 90 tractors (in terms of 15 hp), 13
self-propelled combines and 25 lorries. This, and the
supply of other equipment, permitted agricultural
workers successfully to boost the output of food-
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stuffs for the population and raw materials for
industry.

Substantial gains were registered in the country’s
production of grain, cotton, sugar-beet. potatoes,
meat. milk and other produce. A striking feature of
grain production was the fact that increases in
output were attained through higher vields. The
productivity of livestock breeding also made gains.

These significant achievements made by all
branches of the Soviet economy were possible
because the Communist Party and the Soviet
Government, using to good advantage the superior
features of the planned socialist economy, were able
to place at the service of the people the fruits of
science and technology and the rich experience
accumulated during the years of socialist and
communist construction. They were able to apply
the achievements of the scientific and technological
revolution on a macro-scale and fundamentally alter
the technological base of the economy, thereby
accelerating the pace of development.

By virtue of the scientific and technological
revolution the Soviet people in the short historical
span of 12 years succeeded in increasing the
capacity of the country’s rail transport twofold,
vehicular transport—threefold, air transport—
fivefold, sea transport—sixfold, and pipeline—
eightfold. The scientific and technological revo-
lution advanced the construction industry to
unprecedented heights and led socialist agriculture
to register consistent gains. _

Output in the machine-building and chemical
industries increased in the period 1959-1970 4.3
times, electric energy output—3.1 times, and the
production of automation instruments and
facilities— 5.5 times. The national economy gained
advanced techniques in a volume that guaranteed an
expansion and revolutionary change in the tech-
nological base of all sectors. Between 1959-1970

279




workers and industrial
introduction of automdtmn mmpIE'
and other 2 .
pinnings of labou 2 2 times dl‘ld Idbllul productivity
1.9 time

Th c ildi 1St economy
LOH\']“(IH&,]\ demonsndtcs the imm e.zsumhle poten-
tial contained IhE‘I ein. In a I‘Lﬂld]‘]\.lhl\’ brief hi
cal interv: ‘-
inputs _frum forclgn L-(lpl al 1he COI.II‘III‘}-'
fully industrialised. Work which norm
manded 50 years or more to complete wa
out m 10

clerate with the .mammg of
an ;idmm. d Ie\ I of &1110|11|(. dn e]opmml Hm\—
ever the ' ;

rage .nnudI rate
me equalled 8.7 1

esponding figures were 4,1 perc 1t 'md | it
- Industrial output dnuhles n th US
s, in the USA -

s of the USSR and the
i c:rf many important g

Of major significance in boosting the economy’s

)

The
was directed at imprc
and of materldl and mnrdl W mk mn

mlllionb of rkmg people

public organi g

dustrial leaders were drawn into the discu
this issue, which touched upon the (
methods of Ieddershjp of the various

i, 1- p

economic reform - ptgd drtl..]' a compr
and thorough study was aimed at inten
scientific level of centralised planning in
tion with e ansion of independ
initiative i
managing thc l‘Idthnd] e
priority.
The utilisation of economic lev
Hons in th
3 a planned me
mic reform pt)\c:d these ques
with the period of industrialisation and
At the same time the
stem of planning and
ted on the

ited the puxlh\e
du"mentlnﬂ_

lpldﬂ The

a (.umu]dtmn fund and the

er together.

Thr: difference in nrowth I'dtc' I king the produc-




=
=
£V
=
L
=
=
=




tion of the means of production and of consumer
goods making up industrial output was narrowed, to
51 per cent and 49 per cent respectively.

The triumph of the October Revolution laid the
foundations for a cultural revolution of unprec-
edented dimensions, and this cultural revolution
became one of the key prerequisites for the socialist
transformation of society. The scientific and tech-
nological potential of the Soviet Union. substantial-
ly expanded in the post-war years, allowed Soviet
science to take the leading position in a number of
important fields. This ensured the resolution of such
problems of the century as the mastering of nuclear
power and the exploration of outer space. The state
organisation of science and industry played an
important role in this context.

In 1957 at an international conference on rocketry
held in Washington, the Americans exhibited a
model of their future earth satellite, weighing 1.5
kilograms. On the following day journalists asked
the Soviet Academician A. A. Blagonravov for
information concerning plans to launch a Soviet
satellite. The indefinite answer given by Blagon-
ravov only increased the scepticism of the Ameri-
cans vis a vis the Russians. But literally at this time
the newspapers carried sensational headlines: the
Soviet Union had launched the first artificial
satellite, weighing 86.3 kilograms.

Under the leadership of the outstanding scientist
Sergei Pavlovich Korolev an entire galaxy of
satellites was forthcoming. The last to be worked
out was a true spaceship, having on board a
fully equipped laboratory. One major achievement
of Soviet science was the establishment of the
possibility of returning these spaceships to earth.
The first passengers on such a ship were animals.
Scientists made precise calculations and verified in
several flights the ability of a live organism to
withstand the stresses during take-off, flight in outer
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space, during slow-down and landing. After a
thorough and comprehensive verification of the
research results the decision was taken to send the
first human into space. On April 12, 1961, at 9:07 the
first spaceship carrying a man aboard was launched
from the Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan.

It would seem that all had been taken care of and
verified with animals, but no one was sure how the
human organism would stand up to the stresses and
strains of space flight. How would man’s psyche,
consciousness and vestibular apparatus react?

The first man to step into the heavens was Yur
Gagarin — a citizen of the USSR. The launching of
the rocket Vostok, which bore man into the orbital
trajectory, was the result of the concerted effort of
many collectives of scientists, engineers, techni-
cians and workers.

There had been no such joyful holiday since
Victory Day, May 9, 1945. Forty-five years of
struggle. building, studies and creative effort. Forty-
five years of ever more bold and daring plans and
actions— now the Soviet people were the first to
step beyond the confines of the Earth. In this
holiday of Soviet science, technology and human
prowess were engraved the efforts of those who
contributed to the first Five-Year Plans, the exploits
of the heroes of the Great Patriotic War and the
unremitting labours of workers, peasants and the
intelligentsia during the post-war restoration of the
national economy.

Yuri Gagarin was followed into space by Herman
Titov, Andrian Nikolayev, Pavel Popovich, Valery
Bykovsky, Valentina Tereshkova, Vladimir
Komarov, Konstantin Feoktistov and Boris
Yegorov. Each exploit by these heroes represented
a pushing back of the barriers of the unknown and a
major exploration of outer space. This research
programme was crowned with a unique experi-
ment —a walk in space. This walk was carried out
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by A. Leonov during the flight of the Voskhod 2
piloted by the cosmonaut P. Belayev.

Another sphere of the Soviet programme of space
exploration excited man’s imagination. In January
1959 the space station Luna-1 was sent into orbit.
The primary task of this launching was for the
station to achieve second cosmic velocity on its way
to the Moon. At that time the effort to land on the
Moon had not yet gained momentum, for this was a
task requiring superior precision of the control
mechanisms. The self-guided interplanetary station
Zond-5 circled the Moon in September 1968 before
returning to Earth.

A fundamentally new stage was reached by the
flawless flights of Luna-16 and Luna-17. The
space station Luna-16, beginning its journey in
September 1970, carried out a scit landing on the
Moon, took soil samples and brought them back to
Earth. In November 1970 a space station brought to
the Moon the first self-propelled space research
apparatus — Lunokhod-1. Controlled from the
Earth, it carried out a large volume of scientific
research.

The flights of these red-starred spacecraft to the
Moon, Venus and Mars, filled new pages in the
history of natural science.

The contribution made by Soviet scientists to the
study of the peaceful uses of the atom represent an
outstanding achievement in the modern world.
Important progress was made in mastering the
process of thermonuclear synthesis. In order to
capture the immense energy released by thermonuc-
lear reaction, taking place in the plasma, it is
necessary to maintain the working agent at a
sufficient density over a protracted interval at
sufficiently high temperatures (roughly 100 million
degrees, Centigrade). The taming of this process is
one of the most complex tasks facing scientists.

In the Kurchatov Institute of Atomic Energy
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there was created under the guidance of Academi-
cian Artsimovich the Tokamak installation, a
magnetic “bottle”, within which plasma is heated to
several million degrees (C). Under such a tempera-
ture any material will be transformed into steam.
Tokamak represents the most promising installation
for the magnetic isolation of heated plasma. A
number of such installations have since been built in
other countries, including the USA.

Another direction taken by research in this areais
that of the usage of laser beams. With a powerful
laser at their disposal scientists at the Physics
Institute of the Academy of Sciences under the
guidance of academicians N. Basov and O. Krokhin
are carrying on work towards thermonuclear laser
synthesis. The application of such lasers represents
a new and original approach, and caused great
agitation among scientists throughout the world
when in 1968 they were first given a demonstration
of laser-induced thermonuclear synthesis.

Long-range prospects for the peaceful application
of atomic energy were opened up by scientific
research on the creation of new types of reactors on
fast neutrons paving the way for the reproduction of
nuclear fuel. The establishment by Soviet scientists
of the first experimental nuclear electric power plant
with reactors on fast neutrons yielded positive
results. On the basis of this research the first nuclear
reactor for industrial use was installed in the city of
Shevchenko.

Just as space research would be inconceivable
without powerful rockets, so exploration of the
microworld would be excluded without powerful
elementary particle accelerators. The largest ac-
celerators in the world have been built in the Soviet
Union and are successfully functioning in Dubna,
Novosibirsk, Yerevan, Kharkov. In 1967 construc-
tion was completed on the gigantic installations at
Serpukhov—an elementary particle accelerator
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and cultural needs of its population. In comparison
we note that in the period 1936-1940 the total
volume of national income did not exceed 15
million rubles, a figure eight times lower than
in 1966-1970. The rapid growth of the national
income, and notably of the consumption funds,
permitted the jet Government to direct greater

eater 1rces on wage and pension in-
reases, medical services, free education, housing
and the services for the population.

The concluding years of the Eighth Five-Year
Plan (1966-1970) proceeded under the banner of
further increments in the well-being of the people.
The implementation of the onomic reform was of
great import. The transition by the majority of
enterpri ) ; managerial guidelines and the
growth of their incomes permitted the al ation of
more substantial resources as remuneration for
those who facilitated the fulfilment of the produc-
tion plans. In 1970 alone industrial enterprises
earmarked 9,000 million rubles for growth, social
and cultural, and residential construction and mate-
rial incentive funds. Of this figure 4,000 million rub-
les made up the materi incentive fund. A €
wages and salaries for workers and emp
by 26 per cent, and for collective farm wor
per cent.
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During the ten-year interval from 1960 to 1970 the
number of vacuum cleaners in use rose from
1,800,000 to 7,600,000, of refrigerators — from
2,000,000 to 2 of washing machines
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with tenderness and care wherever they went—in
Russian cities and villages, in the Ukraine, in
Byelorussia, Tataria, Bashkiria, Georgia or Ar-
menia, Devoting endless hours to their care, people
of all nationalities, both children and adults, tried to
lighten their grief and help them forget the catas-
trophe through which they had lived. They did
everything in their power to make these children feel
at home. When winter came around, all the residents
of Tashkent had a roof over their heads. Today the
majority bf apartment houses in Tashkent are
decorated with the arms of one of the 15 Union
republics, indicating the source of the funds which
went into the building of the given house.

The aftermath of the Tashkent earthquake is yet
another indication of the fact that the fratemnity of
nations and nationalities in the Soviet Union had
evolved to such an advanced level and transformed
into the awareness of belonging to a new historical
community — that of the Soviet people.

The close of the 1950s was marked by an
intensification of the Soviet Union’s effort to relax
international tensions, to preserve and strengthen
the peace and security of nations, Given the division
of the world into two systems the sole correct
and reasonable guiding principle for international
relations is the Leninist principle of the peace-
ful coexistence of states with different social sys-
tems,

In January 1960 the Session of the Supreme Sovi-
et of the USSR, at the suggestion of the CC of the
CPSU and-the Soviet Governm ent, decided to carry
out unilaterally a new and substantial reduction of
the country's Armed Forces. The Supreme Soviet
adopted a law reducing the army by another 1,200
thousand men, or by one-third, and significantly
decreasing army and navy armaments as well as
cutting military expenditures by approximately
16-17,000 million rubles,
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The Soviet Government proposed the convening
of a summit conference to examine the most
pressing international problems, the resolution of
which the entire world awaits with impatience.
Under the pressure of public opinion the govern-
ments of the USA, Britain and France agreed to a
meeting of heads of state and to sefting a time and
place for the meeting. However, reactionary circles
in the United States of America were frlghtcnqd by
the prospect of a further relaxation of international
tensions. Endeavouring to hurl the worid back into
the abyss of the cold war, they organised acts of
military provocation against the Soviet Union. Just
before the conference a US reconnaissance piane:
with hostile intent committed an aerial incursion of
the USSR.

Similar provocative acts led to the rupture of the
conference of heads of state, and this. in turn, led to
a new exacerbation of the cold war by the Western
powers. However the Soviet Government did not
slacken its efforts to relax international tensions and
establish a stable and lasting peace throughout the
world. An important step in this direction was the
Soviet proposal at the Fifteenth Session of the UN
General Assembly in the autumn of 1960 on
disarmament, on the granting of independence to the
colonial countries and peoples, and on the reorgani-
sation of the United Nations apparatus. ;

The Soviet Union endeavoured to provide soluti-
ons for controversial international problems on a
democratic and just basis and in the interests of
strengthening world peace. It advanced proposals
for banning nuclear weapon tests and for establish-
ing non-nuclear zones. The Sow_et Union worked
out a concrete programme for ending the arms race,
for reduction of the armed forces and for the total
banning of nuclear weapons. A

Universal and complete disarmament — this is the
most important problem in international relations,
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and represents the key to peace. The Soviet Union
tried to place on a practical basis the problem of
disarmament. It was precisely this aim which
inspired the proposal by the Soviet Union of a
Treaty on General and Complete Disarmament. The
draft Treaty envisaged three consecutive stages
over four years in the process of disbanding all
armed forces and completely liquidating armaments,
military bases, ceasing military production, abolish-
ing military institutions and ending allocations for
military needs. The draft Treaty contained a system
of controls to guarantee the fulfilment of the
obligations for disarmament undertaken by the
parties to the agreement.

However the Soviet Union’s proposal was not
supported by the ruling circles of the Western
powers. They also remained deaf to the appeals of
the World Congress for General Disarmament and
Peace, which was held in Moscow between July
9-14, 1962.

The powerful popular movement for disarmament
and peace forced the ruling circles in the imperialist
states to take into account the opinion of millions of
people. In the summer of 1963, Moscow hosted the
conclusion of a Treaty banning nuclear weapon tests
in the atmosphere, in outer space and under water.
This represented a major victory for the policy of
peaceful coexistence promoted by the Soviet Union
and was an important step in the direction of general
and full disarmament.

The outset of 1964 marked a new peace initiative
by the Soviet Government, namely the proposal to
conclude an international treaty rejecting the appli-
cation of force for the resolution of territorial and
boundary disputes. This proposal was warmly
received by world public opinion and the govern-
ments of dozens of countries. However the
1960s were not to witness the realisation of this
project.
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The efforts of the Soviet Government were
directed at reducing the possibility of nuclear
conflict. Soviet diplomacy succeeded in working out
an international treaty to prevent the spread of
nuclear weapons throughout the world. After a
substantial exertion such a treaty was agreed upon
and by mid-September 1969 had been signed by the
governments of more than 90 countries. The enact-
ment of this treaty was a major step in the limitation
of the arms race.

The Soviet Government on numerous occasions
brought forth concrete proposals for the resolution
of outstanding issues such as the liquidation of the
survivals of the Second World War in Europe. In its
proposals the Soviet Union pointed out realistic
approaches for a peaceful solution of the German
problem through the conclusion of a peace treaty
with Germany and the normalisation of the situation
in Berlin.

The consistent support given by the Soviet Union
to the struggle against colonialism is of great
importance for the preservation and strengthening
of the peace. The anti-colonial revolution taking
place in the post-war years had a true friend and ally
in the Soviet Union. The sympathy expressed by
the Soviet people and Government in relation to the
struggle of the oppressed peoples does not represent
an accidental position, nor is it temporary or
passing.

One after another the countries of Asia, Africa,
and Latin America have adopted the path of
independent development. The Soviet Union has
granted generous and disinterested aid to these
peoples who have achieved their political indepen-
dence and are struggling for economic indepen-
dence. Tn many Asian and African countries the
USSR has helped build industrial enterprises, hydro-
electric power stations, and established higher
educational institutions and hospitals. For these
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same countries the Soviet Union has trained large
numbers of highly qualified specialists from among
the native population.

In struggling for the consolidation of the peaceful
coexistence of states with different social systems
the Soviet Union acted firmly and decisively in the
support of the small nations, whose sovereignty,
freedom and independence were the subjects of
encroachment by the reactionary circles in the
imperialist states.

The expansion of economic ties with the USSR
and the technical aid rendered by the socialist state
permitted the young Asian and African countries
confidently to conduct independent policies at the
international level.

The provocation stirred up by militaristic circles
in the USA and directed against revolutionary Cuba
brought the world in autumn 1962 to the brink of
nuclear war. It was only the firm and wise policy of
the Soviet Government which saved the world from
catastrophe. The US Government proclaimed its
denial of attempts to invade Cuba and entered on
negotiations for the normalisation of the situation.
The Soviet Union was just as firm and unyielding in
its support of the Yemen, Algeria, Cyprus and other
countries when they were threatened with imperi-
alist aggression.

The Soviet Union and other socialist countries
rendered substantial aid to the Vietnamese people in
their heroic resistance to imperialist aggression.
This aid was stepped up after early August 1964,
when the American Air Force began the systematic
bombardment of the territories of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam.

Soviet diplomacy successfully carried forth the
Leninist principles of the foreign policy of a socialist
state. This foreign policy made a worthy contributi-
on to the maintenance of peace and the relaxation of
international tensions.
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Chapter XIII

A NEW HISTORICAL COMMUNITY

In describing the international significance of the
Great October Socialist Revolution Lenin observed
that its impact was expressed in the revolutionary
movement in other countries and in the repetition of
the basic features of the Russian revolution on an
international scale. Lenin wrote: “After proving
that, by revolutionary organisation, we can repel
any violence directed against the exploited, we must
prove the same thing in another field by setting an
example that will convince ... not in word but in
deed, that a communist system and way of life
can be created by a proletariat which has won a
war. This is a task of world-wide signifi-
cance.”

And the Soviet Union had shown the entire world
that the building of socialism could be successfully
realised.

The economic successes of the socialist state
were not to the liking of the reactionary imperialist
forces. It was no coincidence that the first US
Ambassador to the USSR, William C. Bullitt, said
that the desire alone to match the US in steel
production justified a preventive war against the
USSR.

“We are exercising our main influence on the
international revolution,” Lenin said in 1921,
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“through our economic policy: The'working people
of all countries without exception and without
exaggeration are looking to the Soviet Russian
Republic. This much has been achieved. The
capitalists cannot hush up or conceal anything. That
is why they so eagerly catch at our every economic
mistake and weakness. The struggle in this field' has
now become global. Once we solve this problem, we
shall have certainly and finally won on an interna-
tional scale.”

The task of which Lenin spoke was successfully
fulfilled by the Soviet people under the leadership of
the CPSU. A decisive factor underlying this success
was the bringing together of all the peoples of the
country into a close-knit fraternal family. This was
an event the significance of which for the country’s
history and for all its peoples is difficult to
overestimate. The formation of a united multi-
national state opened up unprecedented oppor-
tunities for social, economic and cultural progress.
This is why in December 1972 the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the formation of the USSR was celebrated
by the Soviet people and all progressive forces on all
continents.

During this half-century the total volume of the
country’s industrial output increased 320 times. In a
speech honouring the occasion of the anniversary,
L. I. Brezhnev noted: “Some may say, of course,
that any comparison with 1922 is not indicative,
because it had been a year of post-war ruin and
famine. In that case let us compare 1972 with the
pre-war year of 1940. In that period alone, the
Soviet Union’s industrial output increased 14-fold.
Soviet industry now turns out in one month more
than it did in the whole of 1940.”

The well-being and cultural standing of the
peoples of the USSR are steadily being enhanced.
The real income of the population in comparison to
1940 has increased more than fourfold, and retail
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trade turnover—by more than sevenfold. The
number of citizens with a higher or secondary
education (whether complete or incomplete) in-
creased 6.5 times in the same interval. Underlying
these figures are sweeping changes not only in the
economy, but also in socio-political relations and in
the social structure, in ideology and culture, that
have altered the profile of the entire Soviet society.
What in fact are these social changes? First of all.
the greatest changes have occurred in the profile of
the working class, the leading class in socialist
society. The path traversed by the working class
during the vears of Soviet power included rapid
numerical growth in all sectors of the economy.
Today it is the most numerous class in Soviet
society. In 1970 the working class included in its
ranks 64,300 thousand people making up 55 per cent
of the gainfully employed population, compared to
39.5 per cent in 1939. Of course, the place of the
working class in society cannot be expressed strictly
in figures, which change with the development of
the economy and the rate of the scientific and
technological revolution. Rather it is determined.
above all, by the revolutionary spirit, discipline.
level of organisation, collectivism of the working
class and by the fact that it was and remains the
basic productive force of society. But it may be
added that the joining together of the social position
of the leading class with numerical superiority is of
notable import for the further development of
society and the strengthening of its social unity.
The leading role of the working class as the builder
of communism is consolidated in pace with its
growing cultural and educational level and degree of
political activity. In 1970,55 per cent of all workers
were in possession of a higher or secondary
education. By 1975 the transition to universal
secondary education for young people was essenti-
ally completed. The improvement of the general
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belong to the working class. At present workers
constitute 58 per cent of all those joining the party,
which fully conforms to the character of our party
and the place and role of the working class in Soviet
society.

Workers' representation in the organs of state
authority is steadily increasing. In the most numer-
ous of these organs— the local Soviets of Working
People’s Deputies—35 per cent of those elected in
1969 were workers. In 1971 the proportion rose to
36.5 per cent, reaching 40.5 per cent at the 1975
elections. The membership of the USSR Supreme
Soviet elected in 1974 includes 498 workers, who
make up one-third of all deputies. Together with
representatives of the collective farmers, workers
constitute an absolute majority among deputies to
local Soviets: 1,497,010 or 67.7 per cent of all
deputies. This is also true of the Supreme Soviet,
where worker and collective farmer deputies acco-
unt for 50.7 per cent (709 deputies) of the total
membership.

Certain historians in the West are engaged in an
effort to demonstrate that the working class in the
USSR does not play the leading role in socialist
society, that it has even forfeited its position in the
party and that it has allegedly lost its “revolutionary
spirit”, become ‘“‘conservative” and incapable of
leadership. The facts unambiguously demonstrate
that by virtue of objective conditions the leading
political role of the working class in contemporary
society has in fact increased significantly. The
historical experience of the world revolutionary
movement and of the building of socialism and
communism in the USSR and other socialist coun-
tries confirms again and again Lenin’s statement
that the working class represents “the intellectual
and moral motive force and the physical executor”
of the historical task of transforming capitalist
society into socialist society.
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The working class is playing a leading role in
carrying out the grandiose tasks of communist
construction and. as indicated in the Programme of
the CPSU, “will have completed its Tole of leader
of society after communism is built and classes
disappear”. It was precisely for this reason that
L. I. Brezhnev emphasised at the Twenty-Fourth
Congress of the CPSU that “the Party will continue
to direct its efforts to securing the growth and
strengthening of the influence of the working class
in all spheres of the life of our society and to making
its activity and initiative more fruitful”.

On the basis of the socialist interests and
communist ideals of the working class the unity of
Soviet society is strengthening ever more, all classes
and social groups of which in the course of historical
development have moved to the political positions
of the working class. As the essential differences
between manual and mental labour are being
obliterated the process of the drawing together of
the working class with other classes and social
groups is gaining momentum.

The peasantry is a prominent figure in societal
life, for agriculture is one of the major sectors of the
economy responsible for the delivery of foodstuffs
to the population and raw materials to light industry.
Sweeping changes in agricultural production have
called forth corresponding changes in the social
structure of the rural population.

We note first the modifications in the ratio
between state and collective farms to the advantage
of the former. The number of state farms increased
from 4.159 in 1940 to 14,994 in 1970, whereas the
number of collective farms declined from 236,900 to
33.600. As the industrialisation of agriculture pro-
ceeds the role and numerical strength of state-farm
workers increases. In 1970 the number of state-farm
workers made up about one-third of all people
engaged in agricultural production. The overall
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and autonomous republics and regions in the Soviet
of Nationalities of the USSR Supreme Soviet and
the legislative activity of the republican Supreme
Soviets was stepped up. These as well as other
measures to increase the rights and boost the
initiative of the republics were combined integrally
with the strengthening of centralism in state admini-
stration as a whole and the consolidation of the
political unity of the peoples of the USSR,

Major advances were achieved in the economic
sphere of nationalities relations. In L. 1. Brezhnev's
report at the joint jubilee meeting of the CC CPSU,
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR and the Supreme
Soviet of the RSFSR. celebrating the fiftieth
anniversary of the formation of the USSR, the
following data were presented. Since the formation
of the Soviet Union Kazakhstan’s industrial produc-
tion has increased 600 times. that of the Tajik
SSR —by more than 500 times. of Kirghizia—by
more than 400. Gross yvields of cotton in Turkmenia
have increased 90-fold, and of grain in Kazakh-
stan — 30-fold. Economic co-operation among the
Soviet republics has, together with the overcoming
of actual disparities, become more diversified and
sizable. During the post-war five-year plans a
major step has been taken in equalising the level of
economic development of the Soviet republics.
Whereas industrial output in the USSR stood at
1,190 per cent in 1970 as compared to 1940, in the
eastern regions the corresponding figure was 1,550
per cent.

In the course of one generation the peoples of
Uzbekistan, to cite but one example of the peoples
of Central Asia and Kazakhstan, completed the leap
from feudalism to socialism, bypassing the stage of
capitalism. A powerful and modern industry has
been established in Uzbekistan. The republic has
1,300 major factories and more than 100 different
branches of industry. The output of the most
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important types of industrial goods increased seve-
ral hundreds, and even thousands of times over the
1913 level. Thus, electric power output increased
7.100 times. Earlier this republic even imported its
nails! Now Uzbekistan produces airplanes, tractors,
excavators, bulldozers, earth-scrapers, powerful
cotton-picking machines, elevators, refrigerators,
power transformers, a wvariety of cables, and
complex technical installations for the textile,
cotton-processing and chemical industries. Output
in the machine-building industry increased 348-fold
over the pre-war 1940 figure.

The rate of increase of per capita capital invest-
ment for Central Asia, Byelorussia. Lithuania and
Moldavia by far outstripped that for the USSR as a
whole. Republican industries took on a multi-
sectored character. The formerly backward Soviet
republics now not only produce but export output of
the light and heavy industries, both to other
republics and to foreign countries. Thus, together
with the development of the economies of the
republics, their contribution to the country’s overall
production and to the solution of tasks on the level
of the entire Soviet Union has become more
versatile and substantial. This means that the
economic basis of the union of all peoples of the
USSR has expanded.

The fraternal common effort is clearly manifested
in major construction projects, requiring a sizeable
labour force and a large variety of highly qualified
personnel. More than 26 thousand people from all
the Union republics worked together in the reclama-
tion of the land of the Golodnava Steppe. The
blueprints for the construction of economic units are
drawn up by 19 specialised design and research
institutes in Moscow, Alma-Ata, Dushanbe and
other cities.

The Bratsk Hydroelectric Power Station, the
result of the efforts of workers and specialists of 52
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Chapter XIV
EVERYTHING FOR MAN

Everything for man is the key motto of the party’s
socio-economic policy as embodied in the resoluti-
ons of the Twenty-Fourth and Twenty-Fifth CPSU
congresses. In the history of the USSR the party
congresses represent historical landmarks of the
basic stages of the revolutionary and transforming
activities of the Soviet people. They accumulate the
collective will and intelligence of the vanguard of
the working people and serve as a forum of the
ruling party of a socialist power, having experience
of leadership in both the revolutionary struggle and
the constructive work of the people engaged in
building a new society.

The congresses of 1971 and 1976 clearly demon-
strated to the whole world the consolidation of the
USSR’s economic might and foreign policy positi-
ons, the general upsurge of Soviet society’s produc-
tive forces and culture, the fundamental accelerati-
on in the growth rates of the people’s material
well-being and its steady upward advance that is the
supreme goal of party and state.

The resolutions of the Twenty-Fourth Congress
proposed “to ensure a considerable rise in the living
standards and cultural level of the people on the
basis of rapid development of socialist production™.
The Twenty-Fifth Congress developed and gave

324

concrete shape to the fundamental guidelines of the
party’s economic policy under the conditions of
developed socialist society. It indicated that the
principal task for the coming five-year period and
beyond was “the consistent application of the
Communist Party’s line of raising the standard of
living of the people both materially and culturally
through a dynamic and well-balanced development
of social production and its increased efficiency,
faster scientific and technological progress, higher
labour productivity and better quality of work
throughout the national economy”.

Of course, the Communist Party and the Soviet
Government devoted much attention to the people’s
well-being before too. Indeed, in the final result, the
full satisfaction of man’s material and spiritual
needs— such is the goal of communism, expressed
in the well-known postulate of the correlation
between production and consumption in communist
society: “From each according to his ability, to each
according to his needs.” But initially it was impos-
sible to set to the complete resolution of this task.

The difficult legacy inherited from tsarist Russia,
three wars during a half century, and the difficulties
standing before the first and (for a long time) the
only country laying the road to socialism—all this
forced the party and people to direct their main
efforts to the solution of other problems. Although
from the first days of Soviet power everything
possible was done to improve the living standards of
the working people, the historical possibilities
themselves were limited.

Now the opportunities have expanded signifi-
cantly. The development of the economy has
permitted a more concentrated focus of efforts to
improve living standards.

During the five-year plan 1971-1975 the national
income increased by 28 per cent; its absolute growth
amounted to 7,600 million rubles. Approximately
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economic links. which are an effective means of
promoting € olitical goals. The USSR
is making -ehensive use of the opportunities
. on of labour and intensi
cialisation and co-operation in production
among socialist countries. The Comprehensive Pro-
gramme for the further intensification and improve-
ent of co-operation and the development of
alist economic integration of the CMEA mem-
ountries, adopted in July 1971, at the
f the Council for Mutual Economic Ass
., has special significance for the extension of
seration among the fraternal peoples, a further
of efficiency in social production and the most
rational utilisation of scientific and technologi
ievements and distribution of productive forces.
is programme is intended to be implemented by
er a period of 20 years.

Socialist economic integr represents the
process of the international di n of labour, the
rapprochement of the economies of the member-
countries and the formation of a modern and highly
efficient structure for the national economies—a
proc consciously stematically guided by
the Communist and Workers’ parti
governments of the CMEA. It represents the steady
drawing together and equalisation of levels of
economic deve the formation of deep and
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; relations.
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\blishment of the conditions favouring the
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Thus, the foreign policy programme a ed by
the Twenty-Fourth Party Congress prowded the
entire world with a real alternative to the threat of
thermonuclear war: peauetulcm,,. stence, the recog-
nition of the territorial integrity of all sountries and
non-interference in their internal affairs, the repudi-
ation of force and the threat of its application in
mutual relations, the banning of weapons of mass
destruction, the limitation onventional arms, the
relaxation of tensi economic ties
and of scientific and cultural co-operation among all
countries

Life has confirmed the immediacy and realism of
this programme. During the period between the
Twenty-Fourth and Twenty-Fifth congresses the
USSR achieved significant progress in consolidating
the principles of peaceful coexistence among states
with different social systems. Recent events indi-
cate that a change has occurred in international life:
the cold war has receded before the advance of
détente. The aggression has ended in Vietnam —the

protracted of the so-called local wars accom-
panying the cold war. The people of Vietnam
emerged victorious because of the broad
sement of international solidarity and compre-
aid by the countries of the socialist
community. Because of the energetic efforts of the
USSR a cease-fire was decided upon in the Middle
East. The policy of non-recognition of the German
Democratic Republic has suffered defeat. The
restoration of relations with Portugal and imp d
re ns with Greece reflected the g
positive changes that have taken place in the
political atmosphere of Europe.
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which were proclaimed during the first years after
the establishment of Soviet power.
Although progress in international relations is
ompanied by certain changes in the
f the ruling circles of a number of the
of new leaders capable
tically evaluating the situation and inclined
to accept the principles proposed by the USSR of
non-interference and mutually beneficial political
and economic co-operation and to repudiate the
arms race, neverthe in the West to this time
influential forces are still active in their attempts to
maintain the atmosphere of the cold war.
Observing that the world climate has warmed up
and that an era of normal peaceful relations has been
initiated, L. I. Brezhnev stressed in his speech of
July 26, 1973: “All this, of course, does not mean ...
that the difference between the two social sys-
tems—socialism and capitalism—has vanished.
The bourgeois states remain bourgeois, while the
socialist states continue to be socialist. We must not
forget that there are states where influential circles
wish to see the world continue to live in a state of
fever and tension, to see inflated military budgets
and to see the arms race go on.” In the FRG the
Right forces are continuing to attack the policy of
normalising relations wi : st countr

1
These forces essentl

nchist positi-
ons ¢ : e the changes
brought about by the Second W orld War. In the

United Sta tempts have been made to interfere
in the USSR’s internal affairs by linking the removal
of discriminatory measures in the field of trade to
the carrying out by the Soviet Union of certain
political demands. Of course, this was not and will
never be acceptable to the Soviet e

Despite the strivings of these circles, however,
the tendency soberly to evaluate the circumstances
is becoming more prominent in the policies of the
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capitalist states. Specifically, many problems inheri-
ted by the modern world as a lege f the Second
World War and left unsolved for ecades have at
long last been settled. In the retreat from the policy

nfrontation—a retreat which began, one might
82 isit of the late President de Gaulle to
Mo / in 1966—an important role was played by
the treaties signed in 1970 by the USSR, Poland and
the FRG recognising the inviolability of the borders
established in Europe in the wake of the Second
World War: by the signing of the Principles of
Mutual Relations Between the USSR and France
(Paris, October 1971); by the conclusion in Moscow
in May 1972 by L. L. Brezhnev and the President of
the USA of the Basic Principles of Mutual Relations
Between the USSR and the USA, the first point in
which declares that in the nuclear age there is no
alternative to conducting their mutual relations on
the basis of peaceful coexistence; by the series of
multilateral and bilateral agreements on West Ber-
lin; by the December 1972 Treaty on the Bases of
Mutual Relations Between the GDR and the FRG;
the visit of L. 1. Brezhnev to the FRG in May 1973,
and a month later, to the USA, during which a
number of important agreements were concluded,
including the Agreement Between the USSR and the
USA on the Prevention of Nuclear War—of
enormous historic significance. The first Soviet-
American space € on—the joint flight at_u‘l
link-up of the Soyuz and Apollo space %chic-
les—was a fine example for the achievement of
understanding in the world.

The series of agreements that have been reached
with the United States have laid a firm political and
legal foundation for the development of mutually
beneficial co-operation. They are opening up good
prospects for the future to the extent to which
relations between the USSR and the USA develop
on this jointly created basis, although the policy of
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the correctness of the policies of the CPSU. The
country de at @ unpreceden i
history. Its 1 : i
ly. By t
alist Revolution the ;
had increased 32-fold and their value had
000 million rubles. Industrial
: 03-fold. In fifty odd years it
traversed the distance between the wooden plough
and the space flights, the kerosene lamp and the
nuclear power stations. In a backward and war-
tated country and despite unbelievable diffi-
a powerful economy was created, illiteracy
d, and a major flowering of culture,
aind art attained. These achievements offer
clear testimony to the advantages of the list
system. Lenin wrote: “Onl) lism will be the

beginning of a rapid, genuine, truly mass forward

movement, embracing first the majority and then the
: of the population, in all spheres of public and
private life.’

Only socialist society, the development of which
is wholly subordinated to the ts of the
working people, can « e 0 mities for
: Only under
. pulation directl
actively and conscientiously participate in the wor
of building a new society. Brought together by the
Communist Party into a united multi-national fami-
ly, the Soviet people are contributing to this society
the joy of work freed from exploitation and the
creative initiative and energy for centuries con-
stricted by the fetters of feudal and capitalist
society.

Inder the impact of the victory of socialism in the
USSR the world revolutionary process has been
immeasurably accelerated, which is a striking featu-
re of the modern world. The development of socia
lism from a utopia to a science lasted the 300 years
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separating Thomas More’s Utopia from the phalan-
steries of Charles Fourier. It was only in the fourth
decade of the preceding century that Man and
Engels gave socialism a sound sc1er]t1f1c footing.
Nearly 150 years separate the English bourgeois
revolution and the Great French Revolution.
Another 80 years passed before the emergence of
the prototype of the first workers’ St@te—-the P;—ms
Commune. But from the victory of the October
Revolution to the formation of the world socialist
svstem there passed but 28 years. S
Through the force of example the socialist system
is revolutionising the minds of the }&-'ork_mg peoplein
the capitalist countries, convincing them of the
evident advantages of the socialist system and
inspiring them in the struggle for peace, democracy
and socialism. With its might it guarantees the
ity of each of its member-nations and thereby
makes feasible the building of socialism in_ any
regardless of size, numbers, economic Of
potential. The peoples of all countries have
oppo n the support of the
cialist te f rights and

tionaries and against imperialist aggressi '
History is demonstrating that it is precisely
socialism and communism which provide the oppor-
tunity for fulfilling the hopes and aspirations of all
who support progress and democracy, regardless
their social position. And if the teachings of
Marxism-Leninism are gaining wider and wider
circulation, and winning more and more adherents,
this is above all be e these ideas are I?acked up
by the praiseworthy activities of the Soviet people
and its Communist Party, by the history of the
USSR, the first socialist state in the world.




REQUEST TO READERS

Progress Publishers would be glad to have
your opinion of this book, its translation and
design and any suggestions you may have for
future publications.

Please send all your comments to 21,
Zubovsky Boulevard, Moscow, USSR. ;

Progress Publishers put out recently

MOYEV V., GARANIN A. The Soviet Worker

Journalist Vitaly Moyev and press photo-
grapher Anatoly Garanin offer a pictorial record
of a Leningrad worker, of his family, his friends,

his factory and his town. The pictures are ac-
companied by the journalist’s commentaries on
the role of the working class in modern society,
on scientific and technological progress and oc-
cupational prospects, on the working man’s free
time and on the nature of the harmonious per-
sonality.




Progress Publishers put out recently

Progress. Books About the USSR Series

Education in the USSR

The book is authored by a group of leading
educationalists headed by Academician N. Kuzin
of the USSR Academy of Pedagogical Sciences.
Specially compiled for the foreign reader it re-
counts m a popular form the story of eradica-
tion of illiteracy in the counterand the re-
structuring of the public education system after
the October Socialist Revolution of 1917. The
book describes the various forms of education
today, and shows the role of the school in shap-
ing young people’s mentality.

Education in the USSR gives a detailed ac-
count of the content of school educ
(elementary and secondary), shows the variety
and coherence of all types of school, and ana-
lyses in detail every curricular subject in the
general polytechnical secondary school.

Special chapters are given to teacher training,
the role of educational science and to the deve-
lopment of education in the non-Russian repub-
lics of the USSR.

Progress Publishers will soon publish

DESYATERIK V., LATYSHEV A. Lenin:
Youth and the Future

The material in this book provides a picture
of Lenin’s correspondence, conversations and
meetings with the youth of 26 countries in
Europe, Asia and America. It covers the period
from 1907 to 1922 and includes biographical
materials, his writings, excerpts from the works
of historians and memoirists, and commentary to
the interesting photographs included by the
authors.

Lenin carefully followed the development of
revolutionary events abroad. His advice to young
revolutionaries provided a concrete programme
of action and pointed to the need for a Man i
analysis of concrete social and political circum-
stances and for the creative application of the
Russian experience. Citing numerous facts and
examples, the authors show how Lenin’s ideas
influenced many young representatives of the
revolutionary proletarian movement In many
countries.

On the basis of a broad range of factual mate-
rial the authors convincingly demonstrate that
the lives of those who reached maturity in the
early part of the century are inextricably tied up
with Leninism and the implementation of
Lenin’s ideas.

The edition contains a considerable number
of historical photographs.




Progress Publishers will soon publish

Books About the USSR Series

RESHETOV P., SKURLATOV V. Soviet Youth.

A Socio-Political Outline

P. Reshetov, Assistant Professor at the Ac:
demy of Social Sciences under the CC CPSU,
and V '\kU.IthD\, a semnr research worke he

ific Inf Ihl’ltlon on thf: Soual Sciences, hav
cmp]r;\ed a b ;

. The reader will acquaint
y of facts on the life of

o o

rated with facts concerning the pdﬁl-

cipation of Soviet \'nuth n tht- economic, poh-
al and social life of S 7 0

> 4 -al"llcll_’;l: of the p(\sslhllltlLS the :
ed for the development of the pr-rsmmht\ One
of the important topics covered is the inter-

ionalism of Soviet youth and their interna-
al ties.

Progress Publishers will soon publish

Our Gagarin (The First Cosmonaut and His
Native Land)

This book, whose publication marks the fif-
teenth anniversary of man’s first flight into
outer space, has an unusual form.

Author-compiler Yaroslav Golovanov has link-

i uf thc most varied kinds
into a single s ; s own auto-
biography The Ro‘id to bpau: books and artic-
les about the first Loqmun.iut puhhbhed in the

iet Union and : his wife Valentina
Gagarina’s recollecti ' d 1cwunt5 “ntten
spccnll for this publ
I'Idhth ['h(‘ book describ ?G

unt of the events 1 ading up
i and includes :

of t.hc “histori
It includ
white photographs prese )
ly, the Zvezdny Gorodok (Star
and the Baikonur launch site,
which hav dppcmu] in boc gz
dpt‘lb m thc Sn\ut lmon and dlm

1 1D_tcrnat.im1a] book




Progress Publishers will soon publish

Progress. Books About the USSR Series

ILYIN V. Made in USSR

The English press has been informing its
readers about the widespread sale of Soviet auto-
mobiles, watches and cameras. Is the increase n
Soviet exports to industrially advanced countries
an incidental fact or a natural development?
Journalist V. Ilyin’s story may help to answer
this question. He describes the Soviet export
trade since the time of the revolution, its present
dimensions, and the success enjoyed by Soviet
goods—steel casting units, planes, machine-tools,
nuclear power plant equipment and other in-
dustrial hardware—on the world market.

The book includes photographic illustrations
which give a good picture of the manufactured
goods bearing the stamp “Made in USSR




