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On the Borderline 
of the Two Five-Year Plans

1932 —1933. The comp’ction of llic first 
and the beginning of the second Five- 
Year Flan.

The idea of the Five-Year F la n -  i. e. 
the socialist development ot the USSR 
planned according to five-year periods 
has now become a solid fact. The numerous 
theories, from the most “ learned” to the 
most vulgar,  which attempted to represent 
the plan as some fantastic invention, in their 
turn  become utopian and visionary. The 
“ engineering romance”  turned out in fact 
to be a grandiose epopee of the bir th  of 
a new humanity on one sixth of the globe.

The first landmark in planned socialist 
construction, a landmark of historic signi­
ficance, was Lenin’s plan of electrification, 
the so-called “ GOELRO” (the Slate electri­
fication of Russia) plan. Lenin advanced this 
plan as one which would definitely transform 
backward tsarist Russia into a country 
of big socialist industry and mechanised 
agriculture. In a prophetic manner he de­
termined the subsequent industrial develop­
ment of Soviet Republics. The following 
is the draft of Lenin’s plan which be out­
lined in his letter to G. Krzhizhanovsky: 
“ Approximately: in 10 (5) years we shall 
build  20 to 30 (30 to 50) stations, so as to 
stud the whole country with power stations 
each with a power radius of 400 versts; 
they will be run on peat , water,  slate, 
coal, oil. Let us immediately start purchas­
ing the necessary machines and models. 
In 10 (20) years we shall make Russia 
an ‘electrical’ country .”

At the present time the Soviet Union, 
the country of Dnieprogcs, Volkhov, Shte- 
rovka and other hydroelectric stations 
can put a new meaning into Lenin’s words, 
said in 1921 in reply to those who were 
scoffing at the 12,000 odd kilowatts of 
the Soviet electric stations of those days: 
“ lie laughs best who laughs last.”

From the GOFLRO plan, through the 
first “ control figures” of construction, 
through the first Five-Year Flan the USSR 
has arrived at the second Five-Year period, 
the period of building-up a classless society 
in lhe USSR.

Even the first year of the Five-Year 
Flan was described by .1. Stalin as “ a 
year of great changes” . This was a year 
when the basic problems of building social­
ism in the USSR were solved. There took 
place “ a resolute change as regards the pro­
ductivity of labour” , “ the development of 
the creative init iative and powerful labour 
revival on the part  of millions of workers” . 
In the villages “ we were successful in di­
verting the bulk of the peasants from the 
old capitalist path  of development to a new 
socialist one” (J.  Stalin, “ The Year of 
Great Changes” ).

In the subsequent years (1930 1931)
the problem “ who will defeat whom” 1 
was finally settled in favour of socialism.

In this sense 1931 was the decisive year 
of the first Five-Year period just as 1932 
marks the completion of the Five-Year 
Flan, when as a result of the industrialis­
ation and the socialist reconstruction of 
agriculture “ the industries were firmly 
established and thereby our own base for 
completing the reconstruction of the whole 
national economy has been created, a base 
of big socialist mechanised industry” (from 
the resolution of the XVI 1th Conference 
of the All-Union Communist Party).

The fundamental aim of the first Five- 
Year Flan, its most important task has 
been realised. The agrarian country is 
being transformed into an industrial-agrar­
ian one, and is developing the most import­
ant branches of heavy industry — electric­
ity, metallurgy, machine building.

The Five-Year Flan of machine building 
provided for 1932 33 an output of produc­
tion estimated at 4 ,3r>l ,000,000 rubles. 
Already in 1931 this plan was exceeded 
and the output of the machine building 
industries amounted to 4,700,000,000 
rubles as against 350,000,000 rubles in 
1912.

1 V. Lenin in his speech at the second 
Congress of the political-education com­
mittees definitely set the question “ who 
will <'c eat  whom” in the struggle between 
socialist  principles and the ol i capitalist 
or ler in the Soviet Republic.
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The* oil industry fulfilled ils Five-Year 
I Mail in two and a half years. Its output at 
the present lime reaches 2G.5 million tons, 
making the USSR the second largest pro­
ducer of oil in the world.

'File OOKLRO plan estimated the build­
ing of power stations with a general capac­
ity of 1,750,000 kilowatts within 10 years. 
Yet in 1052 alone we are setting into oper­
ation new stations having a total capacity 
almost equal to the entire (iOEFRO plan.

Some branches of industry have exceeded 
the figures laid down by the Five-Year 
Flan, as for instance coal, peat, chemical 
products, etc.

'Flic following table shows how far the 
USSR is ahead in comparison with the in­
dustries of tsarist Russia:

o
_ ro

CT> 'r  0><M —cnO •— § -
Power stations . . . . . 590.6 777.1
Coal industry . . . 196.7 296.7
Oil i n d u s t r y ................... . 298.4 ,875.9
Machine building . . . . 679.7 1,141.2
Electrical engineering . . 870.9 1,903.6
Textile  industry . . . . . 146.8 176 1
Food industry . . . . . 205 9 282.2

During the period of the first Five-Year 
Flan the USSR was constantly enriched by 
new material values, by new branches of 
industry,  bv new production. The follow­
ing branches were developed in the course 
of the first Five-Year Flan on the basis 
of the reorganisation of the old factories 
and the construction of new ones: the produc­
tion of mining and metallurgical equip­

ment. manufacture of lathes, automobile 
and tractor production, small tool produc­
tion, electrical engineering industry, che­
mical machine building, textile machine 
building, production of equipment for the 
oil industry,  etc.

As regards the construction of lathes, 
there wore no factories exclusively engaged 
in producing lathes both in the prc-re\olu- 
lionary period and during the period of 
reconstruction. At the beginning of the 
first Five-Year Flan there were only three* 
plants engaged in this work. In 11*52 tin* 
output of lathes in those faetories which 
form part of the “ Slankoobiedinenie” 
(Failles Association) exceeds the output of 
11*27 28 by almost 10 times.

'File produce of the electrical engineering 
industry in 10.82 exceeds by more than 
5 limes that of 1027 28.

The automobile and tractor industry 
was practically non-existent prior to the 
first Five-Year Flan. The entire automobile 
industry consisted of the «AMO» Works in 
Moscow and the automobile repair work­
shops in Yaroslavl. In the first Five-Year 
Flan the «AMO» works was entirely recon­
structed and is now capable of turning out 
70,000 machines annually. A new automo­
bile works was built  in (iorky (Nizhny- 
Novgorod) which turns out 1 10,000 auto­
mobiles a year.

Tractor works, which formerly did not 
exist here at all, produced in 1027 28 
1,282 tractors (the Futilov and the Kharkov 
locomotive* plants). In the first Five-Year 
Flan an enormous tractor department at 
the Futilov works and two giant tractor 

works in Stalingrad and 
Kharkov were constructed. 
These laM named have an 
annual production capacity 
of 50,000 tractors each.

The giant works in So­
viet industries have become 
world famous. However, 
people do not always clearly 
realise what amount of ma­
terial values, what store of 
human and technical energy, 
what immense changes in 
economies and in the con­
sciousness of the workers as 
well as in lheir everyday life 
are implied in the words: 
Magnitoslroy, Kuzuetskslroy. 
Dnieproges. Karaganda.

Fach of these industrial 
giants possesses its heroic 
biography . the main stages of
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Magnitoslroy. The construction of the open-hearth furnaces

which arc: the appearance in distant 
steppes and deserts of tens, hundreds and 
thousands of men who only yesterday were 
colonial slaves of labourers Kazaks, 
Tatars, Ukrainians, Russians.

In the course of this great reconstruction 
process shepherds, labourers, earth-diggers 
are transformed into skilled workers, techni­
cians, engineers. Their work in conditions 
of collective labour refashions their ideo­
logy, and enables them to study and to 
raise their cultural level. Instead of a 
slaughter between various nations, which 
typified the former contact between them 
in the days of tsarist Russia, fraternal re­
lations are now established a t  the social­
ist construction, which unite all the na­
tions of the Soviet Union.

It is only if we grasp the meaning of 
these day-to-day events that we will 
understand Sta lin’s words about labour, 
which in the USSR has become **a matter 
of honour, of glory, of valour and of he­
roism’

The most difficult task of the first 
Five-Year Plan, which however is suc­
cessfully carried out, is that of the socialist 
reconstruction of agriculture in a backward 
agrarian country, in a country where the 
landlords exploited the peasants to the 
utmost and where the peasant masses were 
down-trodden and culturally backward. 
The relations between the big socialist 
industry and agriculture, between town

and country, between the working (lass 
and the working peasants, such are the 
problems which the Five-Year Rian has 
solved in the course of collectivisation and 
liquidation of the capitalist elements dur­
ing the period of transit ion from a small 
peasant economy to big mechanised so­
cialist agriculture.

All-round collectivisation has changed 
not only the social form of agricultural 
production in the USSR but also its tech­
nical basis. In 1928 only -13,000 homesteads, 
or .18% of their total number, used me­
chanically-propelled machines. In 1932 over 
0 million collectivised fanners, or about 
2-')% of the total peasant population, have 
adopted large-scale agricultural production 
through the medium of machine and lrac­
ial* stations.

The number of tractors used in agricul­
ture increased during the Five-Year Rian 
from 21,000 to 107,000 and today has an 
energy of 2 million II.R. Of great signific­
ance is the fact that during the present 
year all the tractors used in agriculture 
as well as the new agricultural machines 
are made in the USSR.

The socialist reform of agriculture created 
a new* type of industrial worker ill agricul­
ture. In place of the 1,073,000 agricultural 
workers and employees in 1928, there wore 
2,00)0,000 in 1931.

The Five-Year Rian has very rapidly 
increased the sown area in the Soviet
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Ismail Khadmirzayev, a shock-worker ui 
the Stalin machine and t rac to r  sta tion  in 

the Uzbekistan

Union — from 1028 to 1922 it increased by 
22.5 million hectares.

The mastering of technique means such 
tempo in agriculture which, together with 
economic changes, must decide the most 
important social task of the Revolution, 
the task of abolishing the disparity be­
tween town and country.

The socialist system, which is being 
developed in the USSR, is characterised 
by the fact that  every economic and tech­
nical improvement leads in the final ana­
lysis to tlie improvement in the conditions 
of tlie workers. It could not be otherwise 
in a country where power is wielded by 
the workers themselves.

The conditions of work have greatly im­
proved during the first Five-Year Rian. 
Unemployment had been completely stamp­
ed out as early as 1920, during tlie second 
year of the Rian. Real wages are now 80% 
above that  of pre-war time. However this 
in itself does not describe sufficiently the 
conditions of the working class in the So­
viet Union. The elimination of unemploy­
ment implies the absorption in industry 
(tf not only one or two but of all the working 
members of the family. This leads to a 
considerable increase in the total earnings 
of a working class family. Moreover, in

evaluating l he conditions of the Soviet 
worker it is also necessary to take into 
consideration the fact that by .January 1 , 
1922, 82% of flic workers in Soviet industry 
enjoyed a seven-hour working day. Their 
cultural needs arc catered for and they 
receive various benefits from the “ funds 
for the improvement of the conditions of 
the workers” , especially assigned for this 
purpose by cacli enterprise (not to mention 
social insurance). At the beginning of the 
Five-Year Rian it was estimated tha t  
the social insurance fund should reach
1.950.000. 000 rubles by 1933. Yet it had 
already reached 2.5 milliard rubles by 
1931. “
■ We shall not dwell here on questions 
of cultural development during the first 
Five-Year Rian l . We shall only mention 
the following facts. 1931 was a decisive 
year for the realisation of the Five-Year 
Rian in industry and agriculture. In that 
year was likewise effected a decisive change 
in the a tt i tude of the majority of our scien­
tists and of the whole network of scientific 
research inst itutions toward the needs of 
socialist construction. During the whole 
period of the Five-Year Rian the number 
of scientists increased from 20,000 to
17.000, the number of aspirants from 7,000 
to 21,000.

These figures show the enormous work 
done in moulding the new socialist worker. 
We must lay special stress on the raising 
of the cultural level in the national repu­
blics and regions.

The successes in carrying through the 
first Five-Year Rian created the possibil­
ity of a further considerable growth of 
socialism in the USSR.

Without going into the details of the 
second Five-Year Rian, which will be exa­
mined in special articles, we may indicate 
here only the main historical tasks of this 
Rian.

“ The main political task of the second 
Five-Year Plan is the final liquidation 
of capitalist elements and classes in ge­
neral, the final elimination of the causes 
giving rise to class differences and exploit­
ation, and the overcoming of the survivals 
of capitalism in the economic sphere end 
in the consciousness of the people, the trans­
formation of the whole working population 
of the country into active and conscious 
of their tasks builders of a classless social-

1 They arc dealt with in a scries of a r­
ticles published in the prece9ii g issue of 
our review.
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1st society”  (theses for the drafting of the 
second Five-Year Plan).

This fully defines the content not only 
of the economic development but also 
of the great cultural transformation during 
the second Five-Year Plan.

The period of the first Five-Year Plan, 
accompanied as it was by far-reaching 
social changes, could not but be a period 
of acute class struggle, — a struggle with 
tlie remnants of capital ism in town and 
country. Sabotage in industry, kulak plots 
against collective farms, the attempts of 
the doomed classes to preserve and revive 
the old social relations in economics, in 
everyday life and in ideology, demanded 
firmness and consistency in the fight for 
a new society. In this  struggle during the 
period of the Five-Year Plan the workers 
improved immensely organisationally, ral­
lying round the Communist Par ty ,  the 
vanguard of the revolutionary working 
class.

The achievements of the Five-Year Plan, 
attained thanks the enormous enthusiasm 
of all the toilers of the USSR, from the 
workers and collective fanners to the scient­
ists and technicians, and, on the other 
hand, the rout of the capitalist forces and 
their allies within the Soviet Union played

a decisive part in the passing over of the 
bulk of the intellectuals to the side of the 
revolutionary prole taria t .

The active participation of the liiosl 
prominent scholars, scientists and of the 
majority of the engineers, technicians, 
teachers, etc. in the construction of eco­
nomics and culture, the reform of tin* 
All-Union Academy of Sciences, which has 
closely bound up its work with the plan of 
socialist construction, the creation of a 
mass organisation of Soviet intellectuals 
(“ YARNITSO” ), headed by the most pro­
minent representatives of science and tech­
nique, the reconstruction of literary and 
art  organisations which brought about the 
creation of a united Union of Soviet Authors, 
a single front of art  embracing old and 
young proletarian artists ,  born of the 
R evolu tion—-all these events are the re­
sult of the passing over of t lie best forces 
of the intelligentsia into the camp of the 
socialist Revolution.

The development of these events beyond 
the boundaries of the Soviet Union are 
likewise of the greatest importance. Suf­
fice i t  to mention the Amsterdam Anti- 
W ar Congress, which has rallied the best 
section of the intelligentsia and of the 
working class of the West to the cause of 
the defence of the Soviet Union against 
the menace of war.

Stalingrad Tractor Plan*. W orkers’ club
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II is obvious that all ibis does not yet 
remove the danger of war, which is being 
planned against the land of the Soviets. 
“ The first home of socialism’' is surround­
ed by “ an ocean of imperialist countries” 
(J. Stalin). Tile USSR is a country which 
is “ hampering the organisation of a new 
war” (J. Stalin), i. e. a country preventing 
the capitalis ts from finding a way out of 
the crisis, such as in their opinion is most 
advantageous for them.

Lenin used to write about “ the great 
mystery” which surrounds the birth  of 
imperialist war. He demanded that  this 
mysterious mechanism of war lie ruthless­
ly exposed before the masses of the people. 
At the present t ime the exposure of the 
preparations for war, the welding of all 
forces for the struggle against the war me­
nace, is the first duty of all tile friends 
of the Soviet Union.

Henri llarlmsse wrote recently: “ When 
I arrived in the USSR 1 fell that it was 
worth living and lliaL there is something 
worth lighting for.”

Yes, there is something worth lighting 
for on the part ol ldu million people, who 
at the price of great sacrifices and by 
means of greaL heroism have come to the 
threshold of a classless socialist society, 
to the realisation of the second Five-Year 
Plan. There is something worth fighting 
for as regards all the workers of the world, 
all the representatives of the intelligentsia, 
who become more and more convinced Llial 
capitalism, which is undergoing a crisis 
and suffering failures in every walk of 
life, is unable Lo find a way out of the im­
passe, for history has laid down that this 
new path can only be the one elecLed by 
the USSR, the first proletarian SLaLc in 
the world.

DEATH OF D. I. KURSKY

¡Dmitri Ivanovich Kursky, former People’s Commissary of Justice of the 
RSFSR and Soviet Ambassador to Italy, died in the Kremlin hospital of Moscow 
of blood poisoning at 9 p. m. December 20, 1932.

|D. Kursky was one of the oldest revolutionists of Russia. Already in the nine- 
tees, as a student of the Law school of the Moscow University, he joined the la­
bour movement. He took part in the armed uprising in Moscow in 1905, and was 
chairman of the Soviet of Soldiers’ Deputies in February 1917 and [member of 
the Odessa Revolutionary Committee during the October days.

¡After the Revolution D. Kursky devoted himself to the field of Soviet juris­
prudence. He was the one to organise the first People’s Courts in Moscow. While 
directing the practical work of the organs of Justice, he devoted much attention 
to the theoretical problems of law and of the State. He was Ihe director of the 
Institute of Soviet Law, editor of a number of journals and periodicals, and 
author of important scientific works. From 1918 to 1928 lie held the post of 
People’s Comniissniy of Justice of the RSF81L In the latter wear She was ap­
pointed Ambassador of the USSR to Italy, on which post he remained until 
October 1932. j ' ’

“ A Marxian education and devotion to the cause of labour enabled I). I. Kur­
sky to carry out with honour the duties of organising the organs of Justice and 
develop the Soviet legislation where his role in socialist construction was espe­
cially significant and where he was the closest and truest assistant of Lenin. 
The [memory of D. Kursky will live for many years among the working class 
and tile great toiling masses” — so ends the letter signed by Stalin, .Molotov, 
Kalinin, Kuibyshev, Voroshilov, Kaganovich, Ordjonikidze, Rudzutak, Andreev 
and Mikoyan, and published in the Moscow “ Izvestia” .
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The 15tli Anniversary of the October 
Revolution

NOVEMBER 7. 1932. IN THE U S S R -------------------- ------ ------
MOSCOW

The Red Square, the heart of the old 
capital,  was for ten hours the central 
point of the festival. Here the troops 
paraded ill fine order, here from all parts 
of the city the columns of demonstr­
ators were converging — an endless pro­
cession studded with red posters and flags. 
One and a half million this day inarched 
the streets of the capital, one and a half 
million past through the flag decorated 
square, past the building of the Central 
Executive Committee of the USSR, on the 
wall of which hung gigantic portraits of 
Lenin and Stalin. The central streets, 
through which the procession passed, were 
transformed into colourful exhibitions. Pho­
tographs, diagrams, posters in the shop 
windows, tableaux and entire construc­
tions on squares, street crossings, boule­
vards. In the windows of the shops in Gorky 
Street works of Soviet painters were exhib­
ited. A huge steamer built  so as to cover 
the whole length of the former Hunters* 
Row symbolises the construction of the 
Volga— Moscow River Canal.

The procession was headed by the heroes 
of socialist construction, the best mills: 
“ Electric P l a n t" ,  ‘‘Three Mountains Fac­
to ry" ,  “ Dynamo". On the left wing of the 
Mausoleum, there appeared Stalin, Kali­
nin, Molotov, Ycnukidzc, Ordjonikidzc, 
Postyshev, Andreyev.

A voice from the tribune rings out: 
“ Greetings to the lighters for the Five- 
Year P lan!"  A great “ hurrah" is the reply. 
Over a sea of human heads there are clouds 
of flags, posters, red streamers bearing 
revolutionary slogans, portraits of the 
best shock brigaders, caricatures, carnival 
masks, trophies of industrial victories: 
models and diagrams. 15 big rubber bal­
loons held by strings soar over the column 
of the “ Kauchuk" (Rubber) works. The 
first one, bearing the inscription “ P.H7", 
approaches the Mausoleum, 'there it  is 
released and rises high up in the air. It 
is followed by a second, marked “ 11)18’’, 
and so on, until the last one with the 
inscription 11KY2. is released.

In the evening the city was flooded with 
electric light. Gigantic electric slogans and 
silhouettes of revolutionary leaders glittered 
high in the air. Blue rays of search lights 
glided through the sky. Rockets, shot 
from aeroplanes, flew high into the hea­
vens.

A fleet of boats spread fountains of 
fireworks on the Moscow River. The streets 
and squares were erowaled. Until the 
morning hours the capital was full of life.

LENINGRAD

Exactly at 10 a. m. a fifteen volley 
salute announcing the beginning of the 
military parade was fired from the
lowers of the Peter-and-Paul fortress. An 
orderly line of troops stretched over the 
Uritsky square. At 1 p. m. the troops 
were replaced by columns of civilian de­
monstrators.  The huge square was swamp­
ed under the endless flow of people. All 
eight districts of the city of Lenin pass 
simultaneously past the tribune, where 
greeting them are members of the govern­
ment, delegates from all corners of the 
Union and from abroad.

At the head of the column from the 
Vyborg district the figure of Lenin towers 
on an armoured car,  — a counterpart of 
l he monument erected at the b in  land 
Station. Factories and works report on 
lheir achievements by means of figures, 
diagrams, models.

The festive columns do not contain a 
single enterprise which by the XVtli anni­
versary of the October Revolution did 
not enrich the country by new achieve­
ments, by new machines. The workers 
of the “ Electric" plant carry a model of 
the first Soviet electric smelting blooming 
which they have just manufactured. A 
blast engine, the first to be manufactured 
in the USSR, has been produced at the 
Lenin Works. The Leningrad wharves have 
completed by the XVth anniversary new 
ocean liners. The endless lines of the Octo­
ber procession relate of all these achieve­
ments.

9



November 7, 1932, in Moscow. On Hie Red Square

The straight avenues and wide squares 
of Leningrad were decorated by thousands 
of flags, posters, portraits of leaders and 
heroes of the Revolution. Streets which 
13 years ago witnessed the march of the 
first shock detachments of the October 
uprising are now the scene of a picturesque 
and victorious march of the Revolution 
from the storming of the Winter Palace 
to the setting into operation of the Dnieper 
power station.

KHARKOV

November 7th was a sunny day in 
the Ukrainian capital.  There is an 
abundance of slogans, flags and posters. 
Demonstrations are moving along the 
Dzerzhinsky Square, which was built  
this year. The detachments of the Red 
Army are followed by tens of thousands 
of working men and women, students, 
scholars, professors, engineers. From the 
tribune of the government, Petrovsky, 
President of the Central Executive Com­
mittee of Ukraine, Kossior, General Se­
cretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party  of Ukraine, and others 
greet the workers and collective farmers 
of Soviet Ukraine - the bulwark of creat­
ive socialist labour.

MAGNITOGORSK

The XVtli anniversary of the October 
Revolution is only the third anniversary 
which has been celebrated at the Red 
Square of Magnitogorsk. By the XVtli 
anniversary of the October Revolution 
two coking furnaces were set into oper­
ation at the three years old Magni-

toslroy and have already exceeded their 
estimated capacity. Rolling mills and 
blast furnaces are in construction. The 
chemical works has been completed. The 
workers of Magnitostroy reported these 
victories to J .  Stalin, the leader of the 
proletariat of the Soviet Union.

The procession was headed by the work- 
ers^of the blast furnaces, who, during the 
days preceding the celebration, a tta in ­
ed a record figure in the smelting of cast 
iron, and by the workers of the coking 
ovens, who also reached record figures in 
their production.

K1C1 IK AS

Over 1,000 of the best shock brigad­
e s  from the biggest industrial centres 
of the USSR as well as numerous 
delegations of foreign workers came here 
to celebrate the XVtli anniversary, toge­
ther with Dnieprostroy workers. A festive 
plenum of the town Soviet was held, a t ­
tended by Party ,  trade union and social 
organisations, and by shock workers. The 
plenum pledged itself to carry out the di­
rectives of the government and of the 
Party  and to set into operation one after 
thc other all the sections of the Dnieper 
Combinat within  the shortest possible 
period.

300 delegates of the Mendeleyev Congress, 
who visited the Dnieper power sta tion, 
sent a letter to the builders of the Com­
binat,  in which they promised to apply all 
their efforts for the successful completion 
of the construction of socialism.

TASHKENT

Here, after a military parade, there 
took place a demonstration of the Tash­
kent proletariat in which 200,000 work­
ers took part.

A contingent representing the Sclmash 
plant carried an agricultural machine whose 
work was demonstrated on the spot. The 
demonstration was attended by an enorm­
ous number of native collective farmers. 
They marched under the music of lheir 
national Uzbek instruments.

The demonstration was attended by the 
Kirghizes, Turkoman, Afghans, Persians 
and by guests — the representatives of the 
West -European proletariat.

JO



ONWARD TO NEW VICTORIES! ------------------ "-------------------------
(From the speech delivered by M. K a l i n i n ,  President of the Central Kxecutive 
Committee of the USSR, at a solemn sitting of the Moscow Soviet in honour of the

October anniversary)

Fifteen years ago Lenin stated in the 
Petrograd Soviet: “ Henceforward a new 
period begins in the history of Russia, 
the third Revolution in the final ana­
lysis is bound to lead to the victory of 
socialism.”

The enormous majority of people all 
over the world regarded this idea at the 
time as a phantasy, as a groundless pro­
phecy. Only the revolutionary Marxists 
could discern in it  a profound analysis of 
the relations of class forces. They under­
stood the historic duty of the revolutionary 
party before the world proletariat to ful­
fil its task. And the party led by Lenin be­
gan its war with the old world for socialism.

On the fourth anniversary, Lenin wrote 
as follows: “ We are about to graduate from 
the kindergarten as regards the new science. 
Well and consistently learning, checking 
by practical experience everyone of our 
steps, without being afraid to refashion 
that which was started, repeatedly correct­
ing our mistakes, carefully examining their 
significance, we shall pass on to higher 
forms.”

Since these words were uttered we have 
been studying for eleven years. This path 
of self-education has not been strewn with 
roses. l ivery victory demanded enormous 
efforts and enormous will power. As a re­
sult, we have now achieved considerable 
successes in this strenuous work.

We observe in our country an exception­
al growth and perfection of heavy industry 
and of the means of production. The victo­
ries on this front are enormous, however 
hard our enemies try to minimise them, 
livery sensible man will understand that  
the construction of the Magnitogorsk and 
Kuznetsk plants are important not only 
on account of their material values but also 
on account of the enormous accumulation 
of experience in organisation, of technical 
knowledge, and on account of the rapid 
growth in the number of industrial workers, 
all of which was of course lacking and could 
not but be lacking in old Russia.

It is impossible to pass over ill silence 
our achievements in the industry of mass 
production: tractor works arc releasing 
hundreds of tractors every day; the tech­
nique of (lie automobile industry has been 
fully mastered; the electrical industry lias

increased manifold and has improved in 
point of quality; agricultural machine 
building has for the first time been organis­
ed. 1 do not mention here the hydroelec­
tric stations. The completion of Dniepro- 
stroy and the early completion of Svirstroy 
and Rionges by the end of the year, these 
speak for themselves.

In agriculture we have to overcome age­
long superstitions and ignorance. Apart 
from agriculture proper we had to lift up 
the poorest and middle peasants who are 
overwhelmed by everyday needs. The liquid­
ation of the kulaks as a class, the col­
lectivisation of the bulk of the peasantry, 
such are the tasks, the solution of which 
is in itself an enormous achievement.

Our demands on agriculture have in­
creased enormously.

We observe an exceptional growth of 
industrial cities. Cities with a population 
of hundreds of thousands are transformed 
into cities with a population running into 
millions. New cities with a population of 
hundreds of thousands have been founded.

It is obvious tha t  the old industrial 
sector in agriculture, in spite of its great

M. Kalinin, president of the Centra Fxe- 
cutive Committee of the USSR



achievements, could not satisfy the increas­
ed demands made on it. Only big industry 
could cope with it.

The associations of peasants, the collect­
ive farms, lead to larger economies, and 
it is they in common with lhe State farms 
which are capable of satisfying the daily 
growing requirements of the ever-increas­
ing city population.

Striking figures illustrate the develop­
ment of our culture. In this respect we were 
inferior to all other Kuropcan countries. 
Suffice it to mention that according to 
the old-Russian census of 1897 only 22..°>°0 
of the population could read and write. 
At the present time we arc well on the way 
to achieving a 100% literacy. We can state 
with lull assurance that in two or three 
years this will be attained. The magnitude 
of this task is exemplified by the fact that 
the l TSSK possesses nations which until  
recently possessed a literacy of only 2 or 
3%.

The growth of culture is likewise exem­
plified by the increased circulation of news­
papers. In 1913 the total circulation ol 
newspapers amounted approximately to 
2.5 million copies, in 1932 — to 33 million 
copies. Our political education system em­
braces tens of millions of people. Only a 
workers’ government can allow itself the 
luxury of leaching political science to

million'* of people. Onl\ a government 
of this nature can find it to its ad\antagl 
to possess a politically educated pupa, 
at ion, for the more that education is spread 
the stronger will be the Soviet regime.

It is impossible to pa-s over in silence 
the development of national cultures, 
national in point of form but socialist in 
content. The toiling naLions inhabiting 
the Soviet Union are not only freq from 
the terror of imperialist oppression and 
dissensions but have become the actual 
builders of their future.

The Soviet Union has achieved definite 
and concrete results in the struggle for peace: 
the conclusion of a number of pacts of non- 
aggression -  with Finland, Rslhonia, 
Latvia, Roland and other States. There is 
hope of concluding such a pact with France.

Our policy remains unchanged with 
all available means we shall struggle ft» 
peace among nations and in the words 
of J .  Stalin “ we do not covet one inch of 
foreign soil, but neither shall we give up 
one inch of our own” .

When summing up everything that has 
been done we see that  we can boldly face 
the future. If we want to win the final 
victory we must in future keep Lenin's 
flag flying, and keep it pure and imma­
culate. Under this flag, under the guidance 
of ,L Stalin, onward to new victories!

November 7. 1932. in Moscow. The meeting in the Grand Theatre.  In the front row 
fourth from left K. Voroshilov, next to him V. Molotov and J .  Stalin



w e  sm a l l  CONTINUE OUlt POLICY OF PEACE --------------------
(From the speech of K. V o r o s h i 1 o v, People’s Commissary for Army and Navy 

of the USSR, delivered at the Red Square, Moscow, November 7, 19112)

Fifteen years ago 1 lie working class, 
together with the peasantry under the tried 
leadership of the Communist Party ,  and 
guided by the greatest of men, Lenin, 
proved victorious in the struggle for the 
cause of labour, for socialism.

No doubt, if a miracle had taken place 
and our brave working class would have 
been afforded a possibility immediately 
after the October Revolution to embark on 
tlie construction of socialism — and the 
struggle has been conducted precisely for 
that purpose — our successes would have 
been many times greater. We would by 
now have not only completed the found­
ation of our great socialist structure, but 
would now perhaps be erecting more sto­
reys of th a t  wonderful unparalleled so­
cialist construction. However, in spite of 
the enormous sacrifices, in spite of rivers 
of blood shed in the struggle for the right 
to socialist labour, in spitc of the fact 
that in this struggle we have lost many of 
the best men from among the working class, 
in spite of the fact that  our country, which 
had already been ruined by war and badly 
organised, has been still further ruined, 
in spite of all this the results of our fifteen 
years' creative work are truly colossal.

At the same time everything that  we are 
now observing in the capitalist world goes 
to prove that the old world has outlived its 
usefulness, that i t  is no longer capable 
of coping with inner contradictions, neces­
sitated by the course of history, and that 
it is incapable of overcoming them.

The leaders and guiding spirits of the 
bourgeoisie are unable to offer a single 
efficacious means, which could point out to 
the capitalis ts even a temporary way out of 
the impasse. The only panacea they envi­
sage is u new war, a new redistribution 
of the world.

We (*an once more state today tha t  the 
peaceful policy of our State,  which has 
been proved by deeds every day throughout 
the fifteen years of our rule, remains the 
same.

None of Hie States big or small can 
assert that  the Soviet government has 
made any attempts either on its independ­
ence or on the integrity of its territory.

The Red Army, the armed stronghold 
of the workers and peasants, which is 
vigilantly protecting the frontiers of the

1\. Voroshilov, People’s Commissary for 
Army and Navy ol the USSR, speaking 

a t  the meeting on a Soviet cruiser

Soviet country, is a trusty pledge of the 
integrity, strength and safety of the cause 
of the workers and peasants. Its strength 
consists not only in its iron organisation, 
not only in its arms, - its strength con­
sists in that it is flesh and blood of the 
workers and peasants themselves, th a t  its 
interests are identical with those of the 
country of the victorious proletariat and 
that its gospel is Marxism-Leninism. The 
Red Army is the only army in the world 
which knows what it is fighting for. It 
knows that its ideals are those of the whole 
of mankind.

Let the adventurous organisers of future 
wars always bear this in mind! Let them 
not provoke the proletarian State and its 
workers' and peasants' Red Army! We do 
not propose to go to war, but we shall 
never allow anyone to make an attempt 
on the integrity of our territory. Our fron­
tiers are sacred and inviolable. They have 
been won by the blood of our workers and 
peasants, and we shall never, under any 
circumstances allow anyone to invade t hem.



Topics of the Day

A X G I.O-SO VII /Г TKA I)E

Throughout tlie period of their develop­
ment extending over more than ten years 
the economic relations between the Soviet 
Union ami Great Britain have been affect­
ed by two factors which are diametric­
ally opposed to each other.

On the one hand the business groups 
of England, particularly the industrial 
ones, are directly interested in consolidat­
ing and extending their connection with 
the Soviet market. The number of indu­
strial enterprises interested in Soviet or­
ders has greatly increased during the last 
three years. The resumption in 1029 of 
diplomatic relations between the USSR 
and Great Britain and the conclusion of 
the Anglo-Soviet trade agreement soon 
after,  in 1920, favourably affected the trade 
relations. But it is quite  obvious that  
the real factor which determined the not­
able growth of Anglo-Soviet trade in the 
course of the last three years has been the 
powerful économie development of our 
country, particularly the successful fulfil­
ment of the industrialisation programme 
which caused an increase of orders for 
industrial equipment.

On the other hand the development of 
trade relations between England and the 
USSR has been constantly meeting with 
opposition on the part of certain political 
groups in England which arc making every 
effort to disrupt Anglo-Soviet trade by 
one means or another. These circles rallied 
around the most irreconcilable section 
of the  conservative party,  the “ diehards” , 
and readily sacrifice the immediate eco­
nomic interests of Great Britain itself in 
the name of those political aims by which 
they arc guided. These consist of a pro­
gramme calling for the economic and po­
litical isolation of the Soviet Union with 
a view* to the organisation subsequently 
of an anti-Soviet blockade and armed in ­
tervention.

The diehards not only sacrifice the vital 
economic interests of England w’hieh de­
mand the utmost extension of trade rela­
tions with the USSR, but in the very 
consolidation of these trade relations see 
something contradicting their political 
plans.  They realise that  the consolidation

By A. К u d r i a v i s e  v

and development of I lie economic connec­
tions between the USSR and the capital­
ist world strengthen the USSR, whose 
sworn enemies they are. They are also 
aware of the fact that the extension of the 
economic connections between the Soviet 
Union and the capitalist  world leads to 
the strengthening of peace, which is again 
contrary to the plans of these inciters of 
new’ wars.

That is why in 1921 the diehards came 
out with their notorious fabrication which 
has entered history under the name of 
the ‘‘Zinoviev letter” . That is also why 
in 1927, while in power, through the instru­
mentali ty of the famous .Joynson Ifieks and 
Ousten Chamberlain they caused the rup­
ture of diplomatic relations with the USSR 
at the very moment when Anglo-Soviet 
trade relations reached their highest point 
of development. And that is also why in 
1922 the diehards brought about the denun­
ciation of the Anglo-Soviet trade agree­
ment of 1920.

It is the object of this article to give a 
brief review of Anglo-Soviet trade during 
the last period. It will be readily seen 
from it that  the latest blow’ at Anglo-Soviet 
trade, expressed in the British government's 
communication of October 17th denouncing 
the trade agreement, coincides also this 
time with a notable growth of Anglo-Soviet 
trade, a growth which is the more striking 
since it is taking place on a background 
of a general disastrous decline of the world 
trade.

*
It will be remembered that the national 

economy of Great Britain has been in a 
slate of continuous depression ever since 
the end of the war. The world crisis only 
aggravated and sharpened to the highest 
degree the phenomena of permanent depres­
sion which could have been observed in 
England earlier as well. Thus the huge 
army of unemployed has become something 
immanent, as it were, to British economics. 
During 1921 and 1927, the “ bes t” years 
in England, unemployment never fell below 
the million mark. In 1920 the unemploy­
ment figure rose to 1.900.000 and in 1921
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to 2,700,000, while at the present t ime, 
despite the so-called “ means te s t”  rigidly 
enforced by the “ National Government” , 
the number of unemployed is close to 
3 million, a record figure even for England.

Another indication of the grave crisis 
of British economic life is the continual 
decline of British exports testifying to the 
serious degradation of the position of 
British industry. This has resulted in a 
growing deficit of foreign trade year in 
and year out. In 1930 England had an ad­
verse trade balance of 380,000,000 pounds 
sterling, and in 1931 this deficit reached 
the monstrous sum of 411,000,000 pounds.

Up to 1931 this  enormous deficit was made 
up by revenues from the export of capital 
as well as from the invisible export. Thus 
in 1929 the net revenue of British capit­
alists from foreign investments amounted 
to 230 million pounds. The net revenue 
of British shipping companies amounted 
to 130 million pounds, etc. However, al­
ready in 1930 these items of national 
revenue sharply declined. This resulted 
in a phenomenon quite unprecedented in 
the economic history of Great Britain: 
in 1931 the country for the first time not 
only had an adverse trade balance but also 
an adverse payment balance. The deficit 
of the payment balance in 1931 reached 
the impressive sum of 73,000,000 pounds 
sterling. A tremendous role in the reduction 
of the revenues of British banks from for­
eign investments has been played by the 
general crisis of world finance, particular­
ly by the condition of practical bankruptcy 
in which the Latin-Amcrican countries 
and a number of Ccntral-European States 
have found themselves, with enormous 
British investments frozen there.

The condition of British industry is 
particularly grave. The output of many 
of the key industries has sharply declined 
and is far behind the pre-war level. Thus 
the average monthly production of coal 
in 1 1  amounted to 19,000 tons against 
21,000 tons in 1913. The figures for steel 
arc 430,000 and 640,000 respectively, and 
for iron 313,000 and 835,000. The textile 
industry too is in desperate straits. While in 
1913 British textile  mills used 167,000,000 
pounds of cotton per month, in 1931 the 
figure dropped to 81,000,000. The ocean 
tonnage launched in 1931 amounted to 
1 4 of the 1913 tonnage,the  decline continu­
ing in 1932 at the same rate.

Under these conditions England's eco­
nomic interests imperatively demanded 
an extension of trade relations with the

Soviet Union which, on the background 
of the general decline of the world trade, 
is the only country whose trade with Eng­
land has continued to grow even during 
these crisis years. In contrast to a number 
of other countries with which England 
is trading, the trade with the Soviet Union 
presents a number of specific advantages 
to England. The British national economy 
is not only interested in the USSB as an 
important customer who keeps a number 
of British industries working at a higher 
level, especially engineering; British eco­
nomy, if we take into consideration not 
merely the narrow interests of capitalist 
groupings but those of the great masses, 
is interested likewise in the develop­
ment of Soviet export to England. Indeed, 
if for instance French export to England 
has a purely consumptive character and 
largely consists of luxury goods — expensive 
wines, fruit,  flowers, perfume, e t c . , — 
which arc consumed by the parasitic 
classes, the export of the USSR to England 
consists solely of industrial raw materials 
and fuel (oil, wood, fur) and some food­
stuffs (wheat and other grain products). 
The competition of Soviet grain products 
with American and Argentine grain which 
previously monopolised the British market 
leads to the cheapening of these products, 
which is entirely in the interests of the 
British toiling masses.

Therefore i t  is not in the least surpris­
ing that Soviet exports to England have 
grown in recent years. To be more exact, 
the share of the USSR in the general Brit­
ish imports has increased. Indeed, while 
in 1929 British imports from the USSR 
amounted to a total of 26,500,000 pounds 
sterling, in 1930 it reached 34,250,000 
pounds sterling and in 1931 — 32,200,000 
pounds. Thus, in absolute figures the im­
port for 1931 even declined somewhat. 
To be sure, th is  was due to the general 
absolute reduction of British imports 
which amounted in 1931 to 862,000,000 
pounds sterling against 1,044,000,000 
pounds in 1930. But while in 1929 Soviet 
imports to England constituted 2.17% of 
the total British imports,  in 1930 it amount­
ed to 3.28% and in 1931 to 3.77%.

As regards British exports to the USSR, 
here we have a growth both as regards ils 
proportion to the export from other coun­
tries and as regards its absolute value. 
Thus, in 1929 British exports to the USSB, 
according to the figures of the British Board 
of Trade, amounted to 3,750,000 pounds 
sterling, in 1930 to (>,772,000, and in 1931
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to 7,120,000 pounds sterling. The share of 
British export taken by the USSK amount­
ed to .51 °0 in 1020, 1.18% in 1020 and
1.82% in 1021.

The principal articles of Soviet export 
to England are grain, which accounted 
lor about 28% of the tota l value of the 
Soviet export to England in 1021, timber, 
which holds the second place in Soviet 
export to England, oil and furs.

As regards Soviet import from England, 
the USSK, as already indicated above, 
distributed chiefly in England orders for 
industrial machinery as well as some 
grades of industrial raw materials  and 
semi-finished products. Between 1020 and 
1021 the value of Soviet orders for in­
dustrial  machinery in England mounted 
considcrablj\  While in 1020 these orders 
were valued at 2,200,000 pounds sterling, 
in 1020 they rose to 2,000,000 and in 1021 
reached 0,000,000 pounds.

To give an idea of the importance which 
Soviet orders have gained to the different 
leading British industries,  it  is sufficient 
to state  that  in 1021 the export of lathes 
to the USSR constituted f>l.(>% of the 
entire British export of these machines. 
Most oi the large British lathe building 
companies in 1021 worked almost exclus­
ively on Soviet orders. 1 fad it not been 
for this  custom this industry would have 
experienced the gravest crisis.

Of no small importance were our orders 
also to British electrical and boiler indu­
stries. The Soviet share of the British ex­
port of electrical equipment in 1931 amount­
ed to 21.-1%, and of the British boiler 
export to 23%.

Big orders were placed also with the 
British engineering industry (mining, t rans­
port, power, mechanical and metallurgic­

al equipment). The Soviet import of B ri t ­
ish machines of these nomenclatures grew 
from 87,000 pounds sterling in 1929 to 
2.300,000 pounds in 1930.

Among the industrial raw materials the 
main articles of Soviet import from Eng­
land arc non-ferrous metals, rubber,  raw 
textiles (wool and jute).

This brief and entirely incomplete review 
of Soviet-British trade furnishes however 
sufficient material for the conclusion that 
if the development of this trade corresponds 
to the economic interests of the USSR which 
is successfully carrying out its programme 
of socialist industrialisation, no less ob­
vious is it that the economic interests of 
England, whose industries are operating far 
below capacity and which is suffering from 
huge unemployment, imperatively dictate 
the development of trade with the USSR.

In England a vigorous struggle is taking 
place between the two tendencies mention­
ed at the beginning of this article, a 
struggle between the diehards who seek 
to renovate the old talcs about Soviet 
dumping, forced labour, etc., and who 
dream of the organisation of an interna­
tional bloc for an economic struggle against 
lhe Soviet Union, - a n d  the business 
groups which are anxious to conclude a 
trade agreement with the USSK in place 
of the treaty recently abrogated by the 
British government, and secure a consi­
derable extension of the system of long 
term credits for the trade with tlie USSK.

The further development of the Anglo- 
Soviet economic relations will depend upon 
the outcome of the struggle between these 
two tendencies.

■  H ■
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Science and Education in the USSR

SOVIET SCHOOL AT A NEW STAGE

Tile Soviet State, from the very first 
days of its existence, ha 1 proclaimed as 
its historic task the creation of the new 
school, the “ transformation of the school 
from a weapon of class rule into a weapon 
for the total abolition of the division of 
society into classes, into a weapon for the 
communist regeneration of society” .

Lenin — with his habitual lucidity and 
sharpness —* defined in a number of state­
ments the social and ideological nature 
of the old school, l ie  vigorously assailed 
those who maintain that within the frame­
work of the class society the school can 
keep “ outside of politics” , declaring such 
views to be false and hypocritical.

In full conformity with the Leninist 
conception, the Soviet school had to de­
stroy the old school system which had for 
its purpose— to use Lenin's expression — 
“ to furnish willing slaves to capitalism” . 
On the other hand, the Soviet school, in 
common with other branches of cultural 
construction, must he guided by what Le­
nin said as regards the mastery of tile cul­
tural heritage of the past, critically ut i l ­
ising all the stores of knowledge accumul­
ated by mankind.

The declaration of the Soviet Govern­
ment oil popular education that was publish­
ed soon after the October Revolution, and

Hy A. O r I i u s k  y

the subsequent decree oil* the separation of 
the church from the State and the establ­
ishment of t lie uniform labour school, 
laid down I lie basic principles of the new 
Soviet system of popular education.

Its basic principles arc: the Soviet school 
is a labour school of two degrees with the 
free promotion of tlie pupil graduating 
from the first degree into the second. This 
school is uniform in its programme of tui­
tion, with co-education for boys and girls 
throughout the educational system. The 
organisation of the school, in contradis tinc­
tion to the harsh discipline of the tsarist 
school, is based upon cult ivating in the 
children a conscious alt i tude to their work, 
especially along the line of self-government 
by the children. Such are the basic prin­
ciples concerning the school that were laid 
down by the Soviets immediately after 
October.

The chief task of the Soviet system of 
popular education is to carry into effect 
the idea of the polytechnical school.

It is necessary to dwell somewhat on the 
very concept of the polytechnical school. 
This idea, as is known, was first formulated 
by Karl Marx and it was evolved as the 
result of a scientific analysis of English 
legislation on child labour (in the first 
half of the XIX th  century). Having pointed

Stalingrad Tractor Plant.  New building of the factory apprentice school
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out already in the “ Communist Manifesto” 
the  importance of “ combining education 
with material production , Marx dealt 
more fully with this proposition in the first 
volume of “ Capital ', where he drew the fol­
lowing conclusions:4 ‘ Out of the factory system, 
as it may be traced from the work of Robert 
Owen, there grew the embryo of the educ­
ation of the future, which will combine for 
all children, beginning with a certain age, 
productive labour with teaching and gym­
nastics, while this will be not only a me­
thod for increasing social production, but 
also the only method of promoting an all­
round education for the people . In the 
resolution of the 1st Congress of the First  
International, Marx gave a complete out­
line of the school of the future “ under a 
rational order of society’ . "We give below 
a quotation from this exceedingly inter­
est ing resolution, which was jointly drawn 
up by Marx and Engels:

“ By education we understand three 
things: 1) mental training; 2) physical de­
velopment which is given by gymnastic and 
military exercises: 8) polytechnic» educ­
ation, which introduces one to the general 
scientific principles of all processes of 
production and at the same time imbues 
the child and the adolescent with practical 
knowledge in the handling of elementary 
tools in all processes of production.”

These ideas of the founders of Marxism 
w’erc the basis of the corresponding part 
of the programme of the Communist Party 
drawn up by Lenin, in which the demands 
are formulated for “ the introduction of 
free and compulsory, universal and poly- 
technical education (imparting both theo­
retical and practical training in the prin­
cipal processes) for all children of either sex 
up to the age of seventeen” . The programme 
lays down the principles for a school which 
“ closely combines teaching with socially 
productive labour, which gives all-round 
training to future members of the commun­
ist society” .

Lenin repeatedly dealt with this  ques­
tion in his speeches and written articles. 
In 1920, in his comments on the theses of 
X. Krupskaya on polytechnic»! education, 
Lenin emphasised that  the aim of the 
polytechnical system is “ to pass on to the 
education, teaching, and training of people 
of all-round skill who can do everything” .

In these comments Lenin explains the 
substance of the polytechnical school, point­
ing out that  it should give the children 
systematic knowledge in the fundamentals 
of science, acquaint them with the chief

branches of socialist construction, and 
teach them to apply the knowledge gained 
to anv branch of construction.

Such are the ideas of Marx, Engels, and 
Lenin, by which the building up of the 
school system in the Soviet Union is being 
guided.

The results of 1 years of cultural work, 
and especially the development of the 
school in the USSB, indicate that regard­
less of all difficulties, regardless of the 
entire novelty of the Soviet school system, 
which is carried out moreover in a country 
with a barbaric heritage, the Soviet school 
has attained huge successes.

There was newly built  up a system of 
pre-school education which *lid not exist 
to any appreciable degree in tsarist  Russia. 
Universal education in the mother tongue 
was introduced. Professional technical 
schools were established on a large scale. 
Let us recall the fact that whereas before 
the Revolution, in 1911/15, the school sys­
tem covered 7.8 million children, in 1982 
the Soviet schools were already attended 
by upwards of 20 million children. The 
number of students in the universities and 
technical schools during the same period 
has risen from 890,000 to 8.5 million. 
The new, young generation of the Revo­
lution takes energetic part in the creation 
of the new school. It suffices to point to 
the active part played in the building up 
of the school by the young pioneers and 
Komsomol organisations.

The development of the Soviet school 
through all its stages harbours withiu 
itself tremendously important social and 
cultural processes. A new intelligentsia 
is emerging and growing from the ranks 
of the working class and the toiling 
peasantry.  The Revolution has given them 
the facilities to learn, to raise their cultur­
al level, to acquire the knowledge neces­
sary to conscious builders of a new society. 
It suffices to refer to the system of workers’ 
faculties which originated upon the init iat­
ive of one of our leading revolutionary 
savants,  the late academician M. Pokrov­
sky, which opened the doors of higher educ­
ation to tens of thousands tof he working 
class.

The intelligentsia of the old school, 
realising more and more e'ear y the world- 
historic significance of the successes of 
socialism in the USSR, are joining more 
and more widely the ranks of the active 
workers of the Soviet Union. In the USSR, 
for the first time in the history of mankind, 
science, emancipated from the necessity
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of subordinating creative work to the in­
terests of human exploitation, has been 
entirely placed at the service of the working 
class, at the service of socialism.

The representatives of the highest seat 
of science in the country, the members of 
the USSR Academy of Sciences have be­
come familiar figures on all the fronts of 
socialist construction. Academicians are 
attending all the important new construc­
tions on the Dnicpr, in the steppes of the 
Volga, in the Urals, and in the extreme 
subpolar regions. In the coarse of four years 
the number of scientific workers has doubl­
ed, and the budget of the USSR Academy 
of Sciences has increased five times.

It is generally known that in all the 
capitalis t countries, under the destructive 
crisis with its 40 million unemployed, the 
development of science and technics has 
been arrested. Technical retrogression is 
now becoming the watchword of capital­
ism. Research institutes and laboratories 
are being shut down together with factories 
and plants.  Scientists and intellectuals 
arc swelling more and more the ranks of 
the unemployed.

A different picture obtains in the country 
of Soviets whose supreme endeavour is 
to promote the further development of 
knowledge. The USSR, a country of flour­
ishing forces of production, a country that 
is re-equipping its entire economy upon 
the basis of new technique, opens such 
vistas before science, before scientific work­
ers, engineers and technicians, such oppor­
tunities for creative work as were never 
known in human history.

It stands to reason that the demands 
made upon scientific and technical work­
ers arc growing tremendously in a country 
that  is upon the threshold of building up 
a society without . social classes. New 
scales and new quality  of scientific work 
are dictated by the building of gigantic 
industrial combines, by the necessity of 
mastering the technique of latest machinery 
and tools in industry and in agriculture. 
Iu no lesser degree are these demands rais­
ed by our cultural construction, by the task 
of socialist education for the millions. 
The struggle for cadres implies the struggle 
for training such people as would be 
•‘all-round educated builders of the new 
society’ , as Lenin said.

Such are the vistas of practical work in 
the USSR as regards the practical training 
of cadres.

It is not surprising, therefore, that the 
X V Ilth  Conference of the Communist
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Party of the USSR, in drawing up the basic 
outline of the second Five-Year Plan, laid 
such emphasis upon the problem of quali ty 
in the training of cadres. ‘‘The quantitative 
growth of technical cadres in the Soviet 
Union , says the resolution of t h e X Y II th  
Conference, “ should in no wav minim'sc 
the importance of the question as to their 
scientific qualification, as to the obligatory 
study by them of all the basic achieve­
ments of world science and technics. The 
solving of the problem of technical cadres 
is the most essential element of tile bol- 
shevist fulfilment of the tasks of the cultur­
al revolution and the successful building 
up of socialism. The quickest possible 
achievement of universal literacy, the quick­
est raising of the whole level of technical 
education, and the strongest material sup­
port by the State to the development of 
science in the USSR — these are the im­
mediate tasks of socialist construction in 
our country.

Now that the country has entered into 
the second Piati letka,  the struggle for the 
quali ty of cadres, and especially for the 
quality of school work in all its stages, 
has been put on the order of the day by 
the leading organs in the Soviet Union.

During the last year a number of deci­
sions were made on school matters: the deci­
sion of the Central Committee of the CPSU 
on September 5th, 1931, “ On elementary 
and secondary schools’ , the decision of the 
same body on August 25th, 1932, “ On school 
programmes and regime in elementary and 
secondary schools , and lastly, the deci­
sion of the Central Executive Committee 
of the USSR on September 19th, 1932, 
“ On school programmes and regime in high­
er schools and technicums

All these decisions have recorded treincn 
dous successes in the extension and reorgan­
isation of the school system: radical change 
in the social composition of the pupils, 
the development of teaching in the mother 
tongue (education in the USSR is being 
conducted in 70 languages), and la s th .  
imbuing with new ideological content tile 
whole system of school work. The school 
gives to l he children an infinitely wider 
socio-political outlook, as well as general 
development, than was given by the pre­
revolutionary school.

Similar successes were achieved also by 
the higher schools and technicians both 
in regard to social composition and deve­
lopment and specialisation of the higher 
schools. In a number of essential branches 
of national economy, such as light and 
heavy industry, timber industry, agricul­
ture, and railways, the number of higher 
technical schools has increased five times 
during the last four years. Thus, the higher 
school has obtained a mighty basis for the 
training of such specialists as would be 
equal to the level of the tasks of technical 
reconstruction of the entire national eco­
nomy under the second Five-Year Plan.

The recent decisions, in outlining the 
new tasks that are dictated by the growth 
of national economy and culture, criticise 
at the same time the defects which our 
schools must eliminate in order to cope 
successfully with the complex demands 
made by the present stage in socialist 
construction.

In the decision of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU on September C>th, 1931, on 
the elementary and secondary schools, 
referring to Lenin's thesis that “ one can 
become a communist only after having



enriched his memory with the~know ledge 
of all those rich values lhat were worked 
out by mankind stress was laid on tlie 
fundamental defect of our school, despite 
all the successes achieved in recent years. 
"‘School docs not give a sufficient grasp 
of general science” , it is pointed out in the 
resolution, “ nor train students for the high­
er school and technicums possessing a 
fair knowledge of fundamentals of science 
(physics, chemistry, mathematics, language, 
geography, etc.)” .

Proceeding to analyse the origin and na­
ture of these defects, the decision points 
out two tendencies which are fraught with 
danger to the Soviet school. First, the tend­
ency which might lead to the detachment 
of the school from practical life, from the 
tasks of socialist construction, to the re­
crudescence of the old methods of the tsar­
ist school (excessive memorising, etc.). An­
other, and even more dangerous tendency 
is represented by those who advocate the 
“ passing away of the school” , asserting that 
the children should be taught directly at 
work in the factory. Such “ theories” un­
questionably betray an undiscriminating 
adoption of the American “ project method” , 
of “ business enterprises”  whose ideal is 
to create a narrow practical businessman 
who has “ abil i ty”  but no “ knowledge” . It 
was urged by exponents of these theories 
th a t  the basis of school education should 
be work in the factory or on the field. 
Consequently, teaching should be carried 
out only by the way. Clearly, such a system 
of school work has nothing in common 
with the ideas of Lenin and of the Leninist 
Party  which urge the mastery of all the 
cultural  wealth of mankind, which urge 
tha t  in the polyteclmical school labour 
should be subordinated to the teaching 
and educational aims of the school. This 
was the reason why such a firm stand 
against these vulgarising theories was 
made by the Communist Party and 
press, and by the whole of Soviet public 
opinion.

A year has passed since the above de­
cision was published. School work has 
considerably improved during this period, 
'i'his improvement is directly recorded in 
the latest resolution of the Central Com­
mittee of Lhe CPSU “ On the school , where 
it stated that  “ during the last year consi­
derable changes have developed in the ele­
mentary and secondary schools in connec­
tion with the realisation of universal com­
pulsory education and (lie transition to 
systematic assimilation of science upon the

Students of the Mining Insti tute on prac­
tical work in the mines of Donbass

basis of definite school plans, programmes 
and schedules” .

Nevertheless, the new decision continues 
the crit icism of defects that was contained 
in last year s decision. Thus, it is pointed 
out th a t  the school programmes, although 
more systematically and more comprehens­
ively drawn up, arc suffering from the de­
fect of being too crowded, of a lack of con­
nection between the separate programmes. 
In the teaching of social sciences is to be 
observed a rather vulgarising method of 
undue simplification, a lack of sufficiently 
profound historical approach. The decision 
calls particular attention to the inadmis­
sibility of methodical “ projecting” , not­
ably the abuse of the brigade and laborat­
ory method of work. Some sorry practit ion­
ers of this mctlio 1 contented themselves 
with merely handing out independent tasks 
to a brigade of pupils, charging Lhe teacher 
with the task only of subsequent checking 
up, instead of securing organic work of 
the teacher with the children. As a result 
of such irregular methods there was not a 
sufficient mastery of the fundamentals 
of science, while Lhe teacher became detach­
ed from the pupils. Finally, the irregular 
organisation ol lho work was bound to be
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detrimental to general discipline in the 
school.

This analysis of the defects which took 
place in the preceding stages of develop­
ment of the Soviet school may serve as an 
example of bolshevik self-criticism, of the 
abil ity  boldly to raise and handle new pro­
blems, eliminating casual survivals of old 
methods, of irregularities and mistakes 
that  are inevitable in connection with fun­
damentally new constructive work.

The latest decision “ On the elementary 
and secondary school ’ places in the hands 
of Soviet teachers and the public at large 
a programme of action tha t  may serve as 
a model by its concreteness: improved and 
remodelled programmes, firm discipline in 
the school, based upon systematic educ­
ational activities in which part must be 
taken by the public,  by the parents,  and 
by the Komsomol and pioneer organisations. 
The decision urges the proper organisation 
of the pedagogical process, applying the 
most diverse methods of teaching. The 
basic form of teaching should be the les­
son. The Soviet school is developing the 
collective forms of school work and devotes 
special attention to the checking up of 
lessons and results. The role and importance 
of the teacher should be raised even higher 
(a higher level of political and ideological 
development in the teacher, material as­
sistance to the latter, etc.). A number of 
suggestions of this kind arc developed in 
detail in the last decision of the Central 
Committee of the CPSU “ On the ele­
mentary and secondary school' .

The decision of the Central Executive 
Committee of the USSR deals especially 
with the system of higher education which 
has already been referred to above. The 
CEC, while noting the achievements of the 
higher school, deals also fully with its

defects and its new tasks. It urges stabil­
ity of the teaching process (during the 
preceding period there were frequent revi­
sions of plans and programmes). On the 
basis of the same principles as the X V Ilth  
Party Conference, this decision suggests 
building up I he programme fo that  it might 
reflect the latest achievements in science 
and technics. The higher school should 
be emancipated from an excessive m ult ­
itude of subjects and from artificial split­
ting up of scientific disciplines. The work 
of teaching should be built up as an or­
ganic process which includes also practical 
production. There should be abolished the 
so-called “ conveyer system” , i. c. the study­
ing of separate subjects at short notice 
without any graduated procedure. The 
Soviet school, which has done a good deal 
of study on problems concerning the “ pro­
file” of the specialist, should also attain  
greater clearness on questions relating to 
the character and scope of training for 
new cadres in one or another branch oi 
construction.

Constant production practice for stud­
ents has become in the USSR an essential 
clement of the entire educational work 
of the higher schools and tcchnicums. 
While recording the unquestionable achieve­
ments of production practice, especially 
the existence of close contact between 
theoretical study and practice, the deci­
sion suggests a series of concrete measures 
for improving the practical activities of 
the students as an integral part of their 
studies (excursions of teachers with stu 1- 
ent groups to the place of practice, a ttach­
ing students to specified enterprises, etc.).

Great attention is given in the decision 
of the CEC to the methodology of teaching, 
increasing the role and responsibility of 
professors and teachers, organising the pe­
dagogical process on the basis of precise plans, 
with a rigid schedule of lessons and a firm 
discipline among students and teachers. 
In this connection, higher demands are 
made upon both students and teachers of 
higher schools and tcchnicums. There shall 
be no graduation before the completion 
of the terms. The scheme of the education­
al year is to be unified for all the schools. 
There is to be rigid control of attendance 
and work, in order to wage a struggle against 
violation of school discipline, with penal­
ties reaching up to suspension for a period 
of five years. A system of very thorough 
examinations is to be established. Provi­
sion is made for the decisive realisation 
of the principle of the single authority,
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with the participation of properly organ­
ised public control.

This mili tant programme is remarkable 
for its concreteness as well as for its pro­
found approach to reality, being organically 
linked to the present stage in socialist 
construction. We have here the practical 
embodiment of the creative ideas given to 
mankind by Karl Marx, Engels, Lenin, 
and by Stalin who ably continues their 
work.

As on the other fronts of socialist con­
struction, the Soviet State will continue 
and carry out to the end the struggle for 
the training of socialist cadres. Naturally ,  
this struggle may evoke and does evoke the 
resistance of the class enemies, of the 
enemies of the new socialist culture — of a 
culture that  is not the monopoly of a few

at the top, but is the heritage of the large 
masses of the people tha t  arc spiritually 
growing. As an example of absurd insinu­
ations might be mentioned the “ canards" 
which appeared in the anti-Soviet press 
alledging a complete restoration of the 
“ pre-revolutionary regime in the Soviet 
school",  etc.

The best answer to the calumniators is 
given by a simplc acquaintance with the 
facts which characterise school construc­
tion in the USSR and its achievements (lur­
ing 15 years.

This socialist country, growing stronger 
materially and technically, is passing on 
to the next, higher stage in the struggle 
for quality in education and in the scient­
ific and technical training of the builders 
of classless society.

SOVIET SCIENCE AND THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION
Views of Soviet scientists

A. Karpinaky,
President of the All-Union Academy of 
Sciences *

SCIENCE IN THE USSR SERVES THE 
INTERESTS OF TH E E N TIR E COUNTRY

The basic difference between Soviet science 
and th a t  of other countries lies in the 
method of advancing scientific achieve­
ments and their utilisa tion. All progress 
and achievements gained in science in 
the USSR are turned to the general benefit 
of the entire country. Problems of personal 
benefit of private individuals or enter­
prises under the existing conditions in our 
country do not and cannot in any wav 
negatively effect scientific discoveries. Com­
peti tion between institutions conducting 
similar scientific research is entirely ex­
cluded and in cases of identical work the 
respective institutions sign an agreement 
on the basis of socialist competition.

Contrary to th is  in other countries, 
where the social system existing is entirely 
different, there are existing, besides State 

.research institutions, also private research 
institutes, laboratories and bureaus serving 
the interests of private individuals and 
enterprises. All these often serve as a 
hindrance to the popularisation of scient­
ific achievements. Instead, such achicvc-

ments more often are used in the benefit 
of private individuals to the detriment 
of the community as a whole.

The characteristic trait  of Soviet science 
lies in the fact tha t  i t  freed itself from 
serving individual interests devoting in­
stead all its efforts toward making science 
accessible to all and turning over all 
achievements and accomplishments gained 
in all branches of science to the benefit 
and welfare of the entire country.
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В. Keller,
Member of the Academy of Sciences

тпь: u s s r  is тпь: c.oldi-n mini: of
MAY HUMAN TALKNT

\Ye are entering up m the second Five- 
Year Plan.

At this historical point the principal 
outlines and general character of the 
development of a new socialist science* 
arc quite  clear to us.

Our gigantic socialist construction puls 
very big demands to science. Nowhere in 
the world is science as highly appreciated 
as it is in the USSR.

Socialist science means science planned. 
Planning affords the possibility of solving 
some of the most complicated problems 
which are approached by strong and 
numerous units of scientific workers en­
gaged in various specialities.

At the present moment science in our 
country penetrates into our vast territory 
reaching the factories, the colhoz and 
sovhoz fields, the broadest masses engaged 
in various inventions, etc.

The October Revolution revealed the 
unlimited sources of a golden mine of 
human talent and capabilities. The USSR 
is the only country in the world where

the development of science constitutes 
a vital daily demand of the many millions 
belonging to all the various nationalities 
of the USSR.

This is why science in the Union of 
Socialist Republics enjoys great perspect­
ives for its further and extensive deve­
lopment.

A. Bach,
Member of the Academy of Sciences

COLLFCTIYi: CRRATIYi; GKNIUS
MARKS s o y i k t  s c if ;n c j : p o w e r f u l

From the very first days of its existence 
the Soviet government has always display­
ed great interest in science emphasising 
its important role in the matter of socialist 
construction. During the lf> years of its 
existence, the Soviet government has 
founded hundreds of scientific research in­
stitutions which have advanced Soviet 
science to an enormously high level.

Science in the USSR is closely inter­
woven with the entire system of the up­
building of a new life and therefore differs 
fundamentally from the methods of scient­
ific work conducted in capitalist  countries 
which reflect the anarchistic system of 
capitalist production.

The social standard of the people engaged 
in scientific research work in our country 
also differs entirely from those working 
in the same field in capital ist countries. 
Thousands of young men and women who 
have conic from the rank and file are con­
stantly adding to the big army of research 
workers. These youths carry with them 
new habits approaching scientific work 
from new angles. This new army of scient­
ific workers, which grows by leaps and 
bounds, will raise socialist science to 
a level which no capitalist country can 
even dream of.

Least but not last, scientific research 
in the USSR differs from that in other 
countries in its method of organisation. 
In the scientific laboratories in the capital­
ist countries research workers are not 
only not being encouraged to grasp and 
acquaint themselves widely with all the 
elements studied in the respective labo­
ratories, but arc even forbidden to do 
thus. This fact undoubtedly tends to 
hinder progress and possibilities for the 
research worker to atta in  higner skill, 
thus deteriorating his work.



Contrary to capitalist countries, we in 
I he USSR are using our best efforts to 
turn productive labour into socialistic- 
collective forms. Similar collectivisation 
of scientific labour is systematically con­
ducted also in our scient ific research in­
sti tutes. Reports on scientific work tha t  
has already been completed, as well as 
on future plans, are made and discussed 
at the production conferences. Rvery de­
partment in each research institution holds 
its own production conferences, reports, 
study classes etc. livery collaborator of 
the respective institution takes part  in 
the general work of the entire problem 
treated at his institution and independent­
ly conducts part  of the general scientific 
work.

This method of collective scientific re­
search constantly helps to improve the 
character of the work, raises the skill 
of the workers and provides the possibil­
ity for the gradual advancement of the 
most able collaborators in the field of 
science.

THE USSR ACADEMY OF SCIENCES ON THE 15tli 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION

The Academy of Sciences has traversed 
a difficult path during the 15 years which 
have passed since the great October Revo­
lution.

The speeding of the eliminating process 
in the Academy, which had began before 
tha t  period, the election to the Academy 
of new scientists devoted to the cause of 
socialism, such were the conditions which 
have rendered possible those achievements of 
the Academy made during the last few years.

Since 1919 the Academy has been fun­
damentally  reorganised both outwardly 
and as regards the content of its work.

The Academy was the first of the scient­
ific institutions of the Union to publish 
its production plan for 1951. It took a 
most active part in the first conference on 
the planning of scientific work convoked 
by the scientific research section of the 
Supreme Council of National F.conomy and 
the State  Planning Commission. It became 
the centre of planned scientific work and 
organised a number of conferences dealing 
with various branches of science.

By Academician V. V o 1 g h i n, 
Permanent Secretary of the All- 

Union Academy of Sciences

The inclusion of scientific activity in 
the plan of socialist construction raises 
theoretical thought to an unprecedented 
height.

Contributing to the creation of a single 
scientific plan, the Academy at the same 
lime sought to establish immediate pract­
ical contact with socialist construction 
and direct ties with the broad proletarian 
masses of the USSR. It offered full scient­
ific assistance to the different People’s 
Commissariats. At the request of these 
latter the Academy of Sciences conducts 
a considerable amount of work in their 
institutions and an even greater work 
by way of expeditions and explorations 
in Khibiny, Mountainous Shoria. Ku- 
lunda, Angara, Trans-Volga, etc. At the 
same time the Academy held a number of 
sessions (an entirely new form of activity) 
devoted to various groups of local problems 
of socialist construction.

A special and entirely new method of 
work by the Academy is t !k» sidling up of 
branches and bases in regions where big



Academician Y. Yolghin

construction works are located (the Urals, 
Transcaucasus, Kazakstan, Tadjikistan).

The Academy is thus spreading a new 
network of institutions scattered all over 
the USSR — from Khibinogorsk to Tiflis

and Stalinahad, from Leningrad to la- 
divostok. The Academy of Sciences is 
becoming an All-Union institution even 
from a geographical standpoint.

The new aims of the Academy logically 
necessitated the extension of its personnel. 
The old Academy did not have in its midst 
representatives of technical sciences. The 
whole field of applied science was in fact 
foreign to it.  'File new Academy began to 
organise technical chairs and now it pos ­
sesses a powerful technical group. It in­
cludes now the directors of our biggest 
construction jobs — Winter, Yedenee\ , 
Craftio, Hardin.

The Academy of Sciences has during the 
last few years absorbed the most highly 
qualified scientists of the land. The di­
rectors of the biggest scientific inst itutions 
are fully-pledged members of the Academy 
and participate  in the deliberations of 
its special groups. It is precisely these 
groups which were and are the organisers 
of a series of special conferences on plan­
ning the respective branches of science.

The Academy of Sciences has all tlie pos­
sibilities of becoming such a scientific 
inst itution which is able, both on account 
of the variety of sciences represented in it 
and on account of the high qualifications 
of its personnel, to take upon itself the 
complicated and difficult task of compil­
ing a single plan of scientific work.

THE JUBILEE SESSION OF THE USSR ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

The latest session of the All-Union Aca­
demy of .Sciences was held in honour of the 
XVtli anniversary of the October Revolu­
tion.

The opening of the session was preceded 
by the great work of drafting the second 
Five-Year Plan of the Academy.

The plan of the Academy of Sciences 
for the second Five-Year period provides 
for a number of most important works 
in all branches of knowledge. One of its 
most important tasks is the study of the 
natural and productive resources of the 
country. All the main problems of natur­
al sciences will he dealt with exhaustively 
and particular attention will be paid to 
energetics, physics, chemistry and geo­
chemistry. The branches and institutes 
of the Academy will organise during the 
second Five-Year Plan an extensive net­
work of scientific research institutions.

According to preliminary data the total 
expenditure of the Academy during the 
second Five-Year Plan on the study of 
national productive forces will exceed 
400 million rubles.

22 million rubles will be assigned to 
the social sciences section, which will 
extend its work very widely. Along with 
the existing Institute of Russian Liter­
ature, a new Institute of World Literature 
will be founded.

The second Five-Year Plan of the 
Academy will finally be adopted at a 
conference for the planning of scientific 
work at the State Planning Commis­
sion.

The opening of the session coincided 
with the opening of a great exhibition 
“ 15 Years of Soviet Science’'.  Most inter­
esting material has been collected at the 
exhibition, which describes the work of
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Soviet scientific inst itutions during the 
years following tlie October Revolution.

The session lasted a week. The link 
between the academicians and the social 
organisations, the masses of workers, has 
now become a standing feature in the 
work of the highest scientific institution 
of the Union. Some of the sit tings of the 
jubilee session were arranged in the enorm­
ous halls of the district Houses of Cul­
ture in Leningrad — those of the Moscow- 
Narva, Vyborg and Volodarsky districts. 
The workers of the Leningrad factories 
and works who filled the halls listened 
attentively to the reports of the represent­
atives of the vanguard of sciences on its  
latest achievements.

The third and fourth days of the session 
were mainly taken up with excursions 
to a number of large factories. 10 brigades 
were formed, consisting in all of 10 acade­
micians, as well as the directors of scient­
ific inst itutions of the Academy, aspir­
ants and young scholars. The factory 
workers looked forward to meeting these 
brigades. In various works and depart­
ments explanations were given about the 
importance of the session, and also the 
questions raised at the session. The aca­
demicians were met a t  the works-gates 
in festive manner. On their  arrival at the 
factories the scientific workers acquainted 
themselves with the production-financial 
plan, inspected the departments, talked 
to the workers and read papers in workers 
clubs on subjects pertaining to the given 
enterprise. Academician Lebedev, author 
of many articles and books on synthetic 
rubber, read a paper at the “ RedTriangle” 
rubber plant.  Academician Mitkevich deli­
vered an address at “ Llectrosila” . The 
workers of the optical- 
mechanical works listened 
with tremendous interest 
to the lecture of Acade­
mician Grebenshchikov on 
the new methods of po­
lishing glass worked out by 
the State Optical Insti­
tute .

Many interesting pa­
pers were read at the ses­
sion on various branches 
of science. Great in ter­
est was aroused by the 
paper Academician Rach 
read at the I fouse of 
Culture of the textile 
workers on the progress of 
cnsimology during the 15

years of Soviet rule (the ensimes are a kind 
of catalysers in organic substances contri­
buting to the quickening of the life process). 
The speaker quoted a number of cases 
illustrating the practical importance of 
the ensimes. Apart from the role it plays 
in the progress of medicine, cnsimology 
constitutes one of the main problems of 
technical bio-chemistry, which is called 
upon to play a great role in many branches 
of industry.

A special sit ting of the session was de­
voted to questions of Soviet energetics, 
Among the reporters were such authorities 
as Academicians Krzhizhanovsky, Alexan­
drov (“ The classification of hydro-electric 
p lan ts” ), Chernyshov (“ Vacuum and the 
latest progress of electrotechnics” ). Acade­
mician Baikov dealt very exhaustively 
with the problem of ferrous metallurgy. 
He dealt in detail with one of the most 
important themes — the obtaining of iron 
directly from the ore.

Academician Gubkin quoted in his pa­
per many interesting facts on the success­
ful exploration of the mineral resources 
of the USSR.

Lvcn in the best of years under tsaris t 
Russia the geological committee had only 
50 geologists and never more than 
250,000 rubles assigned for its work. Now 
we have a colossal army of 0,000 scient­
ists and 200 million rubles arc yearly 
spent on exploration.

The fifth day of the session was taken 
up by four most interesting papers. Aca­
demician Yoffe informed the audience 
of the results of his investigation of the 
electrical properties of solid bodies. This 
work is directly connected with the prac­
tical tasks set by modern elect rotechnics,
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From left to right: aca­
demicians Kuruakov, Kis- 
liakovskv, Demyanov and 
Favorsky, Members of the 
Chemical  ̂ eetion oi tile 
U .Sit Academy of Sciences

in particular by the cable works. G. Gamov, 
a young Soviet scholar who has already 
gained a European reputation, spoke of 
the structure of the kernel of the atom, 
one of the most debatable themes in mo­
dern physics.

Professor Nikiforov, head of the Seismo- 
logical Inst itute of the Academy, drew 
.in his paper a picture of the great scient­
ific results attained in the domain of the 
investigation of earthquakes; he related 
the  setting up of a network of seismic sta­
t ions organised by the Soviet Government.

The paper of Academician Lazarev “ The 
present-day problems of bio-physics and 
the ir  practical importance” dealt with 
an entirely new branch of science, the in­
fluence which the physical factors exerc­
ise on the functioning of the human nerv­
ous system. A series of interesting reports 
was read at the sittings of the physical- 
mathematical,  technical and chemical 
groups.

As regards social sciences the most im­
portan t  papers were those read by Acade­
mician M a r r — “ Changes in the technique 
of language and of thought” ; by Academi­
cian Oldenburg — “ Soviet orientology for 
the  past  fifteen years” , and by Professor 
Tomsinsky — “ On the achievements of So 
viet  historiography” .

Academician Marr pointed out the 
enormous progress of Soviet science in the 
field of linguistics and laid stress on 
the fact tha t  it became possible owing 
to the application of the Marxist-Leninist 
method to the work of the Institute of Lan­
guage and Ethnology.

Academician Oldenburg drew a picture 
of the activities of the Academy of 
Sciences as regards the working out and 
the  propagation of the latinised alphabet 
and the creation of literary languages in 
the  Soviet East.

Academician Oldenburg slated that the 
compilation of encyclopedic dictionaries
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in the languages of the various national­
ities rendered possible the translation of 
the works of Darwin, Marx and Engels. 
The masterpieces of Eastern literatures 
are being rapidly translated into Russian 
as well as the works of Russian and Western 
literature into the languages of the East. 
The bibliography of Eastern literatures 
is carefully being kept up.

Professor Tomsinsky stated in his pa­
lier that the publication of documents 
taken from tsarist archives yielded rich 
material for the study of the nationalities 
of the USSR and of the revolutionary 
movement of the proletariat. A series of 
documents referring to the war of D l l  —

Academicians Karpinsky (left) and Fcrsman 
(r ight)  in the Mineralogical Museum 0 : the 

Acai.cmy of Sciences



1018 has attracted the a ttention of the 
whole world.

Important information was supplied by 
Academician Alexeyev — “ The evolution 
and revolution of the Chinese language and 
literature” and bv Academician Perets -

“ The national policy of the USSR and 
the revival of Ukrainian literary studies '*.

At its concluding plenary meeting the 
session worked out the text of an appeal 
to all the scholars of the world, which 
we print below in abridged form.

To A ll Scholars, Scientists and Technicians of the World

The Academy of Sciences of the USSR 
at its  solemn session devoted to the XVlIi 
anniversary of the October Revolution 
addresses to you a fervent appeal to march 
alongside all manual workers.

The whole experience of the great Re­
volution in our country has proved to us 
that  it is on’y along that path tha t  it is 
possible to find a way out of the over­
whelming crisis through which the whole 
of humanity is now passing.

The course of world historic events, 
which took place in our country, specta­
cularly proved that the only force capable 
of crossing the great historical threshold 
and lead behind it the entire mass of people 
is the proletariat,  that  heroic class, capable 
of making enormous sacrifices, a class 
which is creating, building up and organ­
ising.

Whole regions of enormous deposits of 
ferrous and non-ferrous metals, coal, oil 
and potassium salts arc being discovered. 
Innumerable new cultural centres are 
being rapidly founded in the  extreme 
North.  A number of expeditions to the 
arctic regions have become famous through­
out the world. Of late the entire economic 
situation has changed beyond recognition.

Fnormous psychological changes has taken 
place among the masses: the refashioning 
of human beings proceeded on an unpre­
cedented scale, whole armies of builders 
of new society have been formed. Culture 
has made decisive conquests.

This gigantic sweep of construction de­
manded a rapid growth of scientific re­
search institutions. A whole network of 
these has been founded since the Revolu­
tion and their importance has increased 
enormously. The practical trend of their 
scientific work stimulated their theoretic­
al successes.

We arc working on the raising of the 
standard of living of the masses. We have 
no intention of building up a soulless civil­
isation, in which the toiler would be a 
mere appendage of the mechanised system. 
On the contrary, we arc building up the

most perfect technical basis of a society 
in which man will become the master of 
that  system, not its slave; this system 
will serve to satisfy the growing require­
ments of the toiling masses and become 
the weapon of emancipation from excessive 
labour and the basis of the future cult­
ural progress of a brotherly commune.

The Academy of Sciences, the highest 
scientific institution of the USSR, proudly 
states that  our country is the backbone of 
a new socialist world. It regards it to be 
a matter  of honour to give up its forces 
to the cause of socialist construction.

We call you to active defence of the  
USSR.

We call you to fight against reaction 
which is looming over the countries of 
capitalism.

We call you to join the ranks of fighters 
for socialism.

We, on our par t ,  undertake to fulfil 
everything the proletariat will demand from 
us as regards the solution of the tasks of 
construction for the second Five-Year 
Plan.

We assure the Central Committee of 
the Party ,  its leader Comrade Stalin and 
the Soviet Government tha t  we shall not 
retreat one step from the solution of the 
tasks connected with the whole heroic 
epoch of the great work of socialism.

A. K a r p i  ns  k v — President of l he 
Academy of Sciences of the USSR.

N. M a r r ,  G. K r z h i z h  a n o v s k y — 
Vice-Presidents.

V. V o 1 g h i n — Permanent Secretary 
of the Academy of Sciences of the  
USSR.

Academicians: A . 11 o r i s s  y a k . S.
V a v i l o v ,  V.  A l e x e y e v .  S. Z c r- 
n o v,  S. O l d e n b u r g ,  1). R o z h d e- 
s t v e n s k y ,  A.  O r l o v ,  S. S o  h i ­
t s  c v,  I. K r a c h k o v s k y ,  A.  F a v o r -  
s k y,  N.  D e r z h a v i n ,  B.  K e 1 1 c r, 
N.  B n k h a r i  n,  A.  R i c h t e r ,  I. G u b- 
k i n,  N.  L u k i n ,  S. S t r u m i 1 i n.
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TI1J3 SIXTH MENDELEEV CHEMICAL CONGKESS
By O. A r l o v

Clicmistry was one of those sciences 
«loomed of necessity to eke out a miserable 
existence in reactionary tsarist  Russia. 
No better evidence need be adduced than 
lhe fate of the great genius Mendeleev. The 
society of bourgeoisie and nobility, unable 
and unwilling to appreciate the great 
contributions of a Mendeleev, could at 
best bestow upon him official honours 
of doubtful value. The tsarist government 
found no better way than to make of Men­
deleev an administrator and appointed 
him a director of the Chamber of Measures 
and Weights.

The progress of chemistry since the 
October Revolution may be taken as one of 
the striking evidences of the transformation 
of science by the Revolution.

The October which converted tsarist 
Russia into a land of industrialisation 
created for chemistry the situation which 
the science properly requires in a State 
building its entire social and economic 
life on the basis of a scientific socialist 
plan and applying the latest achievements 
of theoretical thought in every field of 
construction.

It is precisely in the development of 
chemistry, a science which calls for the co­
ordination of a variety of industries, for 
plan and experiment on a vast scale, that 
the superiority of the Soviet economic 
system could make itself manifest.

Among lhe industrial giants erected dur­
ing the first Rive-Year Plan arc huge 
chemical plants: the Berezniki, Voskres- 
sensk and Neva chemical combines, the 
synthetic rubber mills, the Leningrad and 
Dniepr aluminium factories, coke and che­
mical plants and scores of other works. 
The number of trained persons engaged in 
the chemical industry grows annually by 
thousands. The amount and extent of che­
mical research is astonishing.

Soviet chemistry commemorated the XVth 
anniversary of the October Revolution 
by calling the YIth All-Union Mendeleev 
Congress on theoretical and applied che­
mistry.

The Congress was held in Kharkov, the 
capital of the Soviet Ukraine.

Two thousand delegates were expected 
but over three thousand came; not only 
from all the Soviei republics but from

Academician Zatonsky delivering his report  at the VI th  Mendeleev Chemical Congress
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foreign countries. Among foreign chemists 
of note were Professors Klages (Berlin), 
Hess (Königsberg), Liescgaitg (Frankfort- 
on-Main), Pitscli (Berlin) and Greenwood 
(Australia).

Two generations of chemists met and 
exchanged experience at the Congress. 
Among those who read papers were many 
young Soviet academicians, professors, 
their assistants and engineers. The papers 
read by Academician Semionov, Prof. Syr- 
kin, Hummer, Academician Frumkin, Ba­
landin, etc., dealt with the problems of 
chemistry on the plane of advanced theory. 
The proceedings were marked throughout 
by an interweaving of theoretical with 
practical problems.

What problems?
The growth of the national economy, 

the necessity of creating new products 
to meet the growing demands of the toilers 
dictate  new speeds in chemistry. The 
speed of chemical advance and the produc­
tion of ever greater quantities of new pro­
ducts constitute primary practical problems 
which the chemical industry must solve. 
This explains the attention paid by the 
Congress to problems of catalysis. Catalvs- 
ers, it will be recalled, quicken the speed 
of chemical reaction and determine the 
volume of the product formed. Academician 
Semionov told the Congress that  “ the cre­
ation of a science of chemical dynamics 
is one of the main physico-chemical pro­
blems of our t im e” .

The improvement and increase of agri­
cultural  crops make ever growing demands 
upon chemistry and getting more yield 
from socialist fields has become a pa­
ramount task of Soviet agricultural che­
mists.

Nitrogen fertilisers are now being made 
in the USSR. The world’s richest potash 
deposits have been discovered in the North­
ern Urals. Soviet chemistry has advanced 
the slogan “ every coke plant — a fertilis­
er factory", utilising its by-products to 
produce nitrogen. Recent successful ex­
periments have enabled the country to 
produce blast-furnace gases suited for am­
monia synthesis. This opens up new vistas 
for development of the productive forces 
of the country.

Application of chemistry in the food 
and light industries to produce articles 
of general consumption also was an import­
ant part of the agenda.

Among its foremost problems Soviet 
chemistry regards machine building for 
the chemical industry, the production of

Foreign scientists at the Mendeleev Cong 
lcfl to right,  sitting: prof. Klages (Berlin) 
(Königsberg), standing: prof. Liescgang 

on-Main), prof. Ritsch (Berlin)

materials for such an industry, control 
of the production and of the quali ty of 
product and electro-chemistry.

Scores of important lines of production 
have been developed and created on the 
basis of electro-chemical processes. Electro­
chemistry therefore necessarily plays a 
great and ever growing role in the national 
economy of the USSR. A great future for 
electro-chemistry is assured by the electr­
ification of the USSR, which is to raise 
power output in the country to 100 milliard 
kilowatt-hours.

Such were the main subjects taken up 
at the Congress.

“ Soviet chemistry grapples with death 
and struggles for bread, for fodder, for 
meat,  for new raw materials,  for rendering 
labour easier and raising labour productiv­
ity. Soviet chemistry fights for the crea­
tion of new material values, for a flourish­
ing culture” (“ Rravda").

The Mendeleev Congress endorsed the 
resolutions of the Amsterdam Anti-War 
Congress and issued an appeal to the che­
mists of the world to “ war upon war” .

The Congress agreed to call the VIIth 
Mendeleev Congress in Leningrad in 10.' l l , 
the 100th anniversary of Mendeleev's birth. 
The creation of an All-Union Chemical 
Society was also voted. Academician Bach 
was elected chairman of the committee 
to orgamsc the Society.

Academician Zatonsky, summing up the 
results of the Congress, described them as 
tremendous.
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WAll AGAINST WAR!

TO THE CHEMICAL WO REELS OE TIIE WORLD
(From llie appeal of the YIth Mendeleev Congress)

The YI Mendeleev Congress, attended by 
over 8 thousand delegates from among the 
chemical workers of the Soviet Union, 
raises its voice in appeal to the chemical 
workers of the whole world.

The danger of a new world war hangs 
menacingly over tlie world. It grows out 
of irreconcilable contradictions, out of 
the deepest crisis of the whole capitalist  
system.

Capitalism is preparing a new war against 
humanity and, in the first place, against 
the Soviet Union, where a new socialist 
society is being successfully built .

Men of science, accustomed to analyse, 
liavn t  the right to close their eyes to the 
numerous signs of the coining war, which 
are more evident today than before the im­
perialistic war of 1911 -1918.

Europe is already living in an atmosphere 
of poisoned gases, chauvinism and militar­
ist frenzy, so memorable to our new gener­
ation after the slaughter ' of 1914— 1918 
which destroyed tens of millions of human 
lives.

The bloody monster of war, making use 
of the most powerful weapons of science 
and technique, is preparing a new murder 
of millions of men and women, old people 
and children, < cslruclion of towns, enslave­
ment of peoples.

At the time when the capitalist world 
is seized by chaos and a archy, by poverty 
side by side with riches, the capitalist 
world with its 40 millions of unemployed, 
with mass suicides, with social, political, 
mental and cultural reaction, with suppres­
sion of human dignity, with the stagnation 
of scientific and technical pr, gress, with 
its obscurantism- -  the USSR is building 
a new socialist world.

The growth of scientific cadres and in­
stitutions never seen before shows that  
the creative power of scientific-theoretical 
thought, the full appliance of forces by a

mental worker to the development of a new, 
genuinely human culture, are possible onlv 
under socialism.

This is proved by the fact that the best, 
most thoughtful and creative part of the 
scienl ¡fic-tcchnical intelligentsia of the 
West is beginning to turn towards the 
.Soviet Union.

The firm, steady and consistent peace 
policy carried on by the Soviet Govern­
ment, not giving way to any provocation, 
is known to everyone as is also well known 
the sabotage of the Soviet proposals of 
real and general disarmament at the Ge­
neva “ disarmament Conference. From its 
peace policy, from the tremendous successes 
of socialist construction the USSR will 
get invincible forces of enthusiasm and 
selfsacrifice to defend from barbarous de­
struction all that has been b u i l t , with heroic 
efforts, by the united ranks of manual 
and mental workers under the leadership 
of Lenin’s Parly.

The scientific workers of the Soviet Union 
heartily greet the Amsterdam Anti-War 
Congress, summoned by the best elements 
of the Western intelligentsia.

Exposing the hypocrisy, of the pacifist 
phrases of the organisalors of new wars 
and their agents, the chemical workers 
must hinder the preparation of a new 
crime against humanity — the fire of a 
world's war.

Rut, if notwithstanding war does break 
out, then the duty of all chemical workers 
will be not to let chemistry — a powerful 
lever of progress - -  to be turned into a 
weapon of barbarous destruction of human 
lives, of labour and cultural attainments. 
War against war!

Chemical workers of the world, form 
a united scientific and working front to 
lead an active struggle against the impend­
ing war, to defend the first country in the 
world, victoriously constructing socialism!

Our policy is the policy of peace... We shall continue to follow this 
peace policy with all our might, with all the means at our disposal...

J. S ta lin .
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THE USSR AT THE INTERNATIONAL----------------------------
PHYSIOLOGICAL CONGRESS

Bv E. K i r i l l o v

The XlVtl i  International Congress of 
Physiologists took place in Rome. The 
attention of the Congress was concentrated 
on the problems of the energetics of nervo- 
muscular processes, of endocrinology, of 
the physiology and chemistry of vitamines. 
A series of reports were devoted to the 
questions of the central nervous system 
and its relation to the processes of psychic 
order.

Among the reports made by the Soviet 
scientists we should point out, in the first 
place, tha t  of Academician I. Pavlov, who 
gave an extremely clear summary of his 
most important works on the questions 
of the study of the superior nervous activ­
i ty  of the animals by the method of con­
ditional reflexes. The report was closely 
followed and received by stormy cheers.

A well-known physiologist, Prof. V. Za- 
vadovsky devoted his report to the princi- 
pial problems of physiology and the inter­
change of gormons in the organism.

Prof. Zbarsky, the Director of the N u tr i ­
tion Insti tute, called the attention of the 
Congress to a series of interesting facts 
concerning the problems of social nutri­
t ion in the Soviet Union.

Finally, we should mention the reports 
of Prof. Rozcnkov ‘‘On the nervo-lnnnoral 
nature of emulation” , and of Prof. Kash- 
tayants “ On the physiological characteri­
stic of the muscular cell of different species 
of animals in different stages of their 
development” .

The reports of the representatives of 
the Soviet delegation were met with the 
highest approval.

“ We can state  with satisfaction” , writes 
Prof. Zavadovsky, one of the Soviet dele­
gates to the Congress, “ that the specific 
particularities of our methods, their being 
penetrated by social ideas and their con­
nection with the actual tasks of socialist 
construction were sufficiently understood 
and pointed out by, at least, the most 
serious foreign scientists” .

On the conclusive plenary sitting of the 
Congress Academician I. Pavlov, speaking 
in behalf of the Soviet delegation and the 
Soviet government, moved the proposal 
to hold the next Congress in the Soviet 
Union. This proposal was accepted un­
animously by the International Organis­
ational Committee.
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Academician I. Pavlov, illustre Soviet 
scientist ,  director of the Physiological In­
s ti tu te  in Leningrad. Acad. I. Pavlov was 
a member of the Soviet delegation to the 

In ternational  Physiological Congress

The foreign scientists’ impression of the 
character of scientific work in the Soviet 
Union found its expression in the words of 
Prof. Yordan, one of the most important 
Dutch scientists. Conversing with the USSR 
representatives, Prof. Yordan pointed out 
tha t ,  in his opinion, the work of the So­
viet delegates are subordinated to a cert­
ain general principial standpoint,  that 
they are full of a deep principial sense 
extending beyond the framework of the 
immediate empiric of facts.

Professor Yordan expressed his deep 
content at the possibility of a visit to the 
Soviet Union and said that  only there he 
hopes to find a full comprehension of the 
general conceptions, which he considers 
indispensable for the carrying out of any 
kind of scientific-investigatory work.

The numerous unofficial meetings of 
the Soviet delegates with other delegates 
at the Congress also gave witness of the 
very lively interest towards the USSR and 
of the deep respect held for the methods 
of development of Soviet science.
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THE USSlt MUSEU3I OF ItEVOLUTION
(At its lOtli anniversary)

In the heart of Moscow, on Gorky street, 
stands an old artist ic building of “ empire 
s tyle“ , now occupied by the Museum of 
Revolution. At the beginning of the X IX th  
century this building was the private resi­
dence of one of the biggest aristocrats of 
former feudal Russia — Count Razumovsky. 
Some Lime later this residential palace was 
turned into a club for noblemen, known 
as the “  Fnglish Club” , which was frequent­
ed not only by the idle rich, but also 
by some of the most notable men of the 
time, such as the famous poet Pushkin, 
Chaadaev and many others.

Following the October Revolution, this 
former palaec became the property of the 
State and was placed at the disposal of the 
Museum which has since become known as 
the Central Museum of Revolution of the 
USSR. This Museum is the centre of a t ­
traction of hundreds of thousands of visit­
ors — of factory workers, eolhozmcn 
(members of collective farms), school pu­
pils, students, teachers, research and scient­
ific workers, scholars, as well as of great 
numbers of foreign workers’ delegations 
and tourists from different parts of Kuropc 
and America. Large crowds of visitors 
constantly fill the many spacious halls 
of the Museum, decorated with some of 
the finest bas-reliefs, pictures and other 
artist ic masterpieces so different in form 
and content from any exhibits usually 
seen at expositions on general historical 
or social subjects. The Museum of Revo­
lution is the real product of the triumphant 
October Revolution.

In studying the contents of the 37 halls 
of the Museum, some of the richest pages 
of the history of the struggle of the Russian 
workers and peasants are revealed. There 
arc to be found some of the rarest data  
of precious historical material portraying 
scenes of mass rebellion of peasants — 
serfs of the feudal lords, heroic, but fruit­
less revolutionary gestures on the part  of 
single individuals, representatives of the 
intelligentsia in their attempts to raise 
upheavals,  the strenuous and persistent 
work of the bolshevik organisations, the 
gradual development of workers’ strikes 
and demonstrations, the first upheaval 
of 1905.

Historical documents and exhibits on 
the  most outstanding events covering a

By X. D r  u 7. h i n i n

period of the last decade and a half, add to 
the  great interest of the visitor, before whom 
is revealed some of the richest pages in 
history: the dethronuient of the tsar,  in­
tense struggle of the various political 
parties, the development of the mass move­
ment against the war, the provisional 
bourgeois government, the glorious days 
of the October Revolution in Petrograd, 
Moscow, Ukraine, as well as in other prin­
cipal parts of the country tha t  was begin­
ning to liberate itself from the yoke of 
oppression. Following these there is a dis­
play of material showing the hard struggle 
against foreign intervention and civil war— 
a period of immeasurable deprivation and 
unprecedented revolutionary enthusiasm. 
Oil this  background rises the striking fi­
gure of Lenin — the genius — and the or­
ganising creative part played by the bol­
sheviks led by him. This wealthy collec­
tion of exhibits closes with the section 
dealing with the contemporary interna­
tional proletarian revolutionary movement.

Such arc the contents of the Museum of 
Revolution which presents in a most vivid 
manner the history of the class struggle, 
arouses proletarian class consciousness, in­
vokes hatred for the old system and 
inspires with bright hopes for the future 
of socialism.

The very character of the material dis­
played differs much in style from any other 
collection and presents quite an unusual 
sight. Samples of explosive shells prepared 
in the underground chemical laboratories 
of the old revolutionaries lay side by side 
with liomc-inadc weapons of revolutionary 
partisans, party  banners, tha t  were carried 
through severe batt les of revolutionary 
fights. There arc on display gifts made 
and presented by groups of workers in 
commemoration of some revolutionary event 
as well as many other relies of historical 
significance. Pre-war illegal revolutionary 
literature presents another very interest­
ing feature of the Museum’s collection. 
Here arc to be found copies of proclamations, 
pamphlets etc., published illegally in tsar­
ist days by revolutionaries and on account 
of which hundreds of them had suffered 
penal servitude and exile for long years. 
The pictures and sculptures of contem­
porary artists,  as well as the works of 
some of their predecessors, depict in

34



a general way the most vital and outstand­
ing episodes of the Revolution. A gallery 
of portraits and documentary illustrations 
form an impressive sight th a t  helps to re­
vive in the imagination of the visitor many 
of the revolutionary events, as well as the 
portraits  of revolutionary heroes.

All of this diversive material is exhibit­
ed according to a strictly laid out plan 
and system. Scientific research consti­
tu tes  an important part  of the Museum s 
work in the  matter of a proper interpret­
a tion  of historical facts. For this  reason all 
of the material is closely examined and 
followed up in strict chronological order. 
Each and every stage of the revolutionary 
movement is carefully traced and studied 
in order to make clear the economic and 
social basis th a t  proceeded each stage and 
to  show the historical sequence of the 
natural law of development of the revo­
lutionary movement.

During the ten years of its existence, 
the  Museum has constantly laboured on 
the  improvement of its exposition. Today, 
celebrating the tenth anniversary of its 
activit ies and reviewing the work done 
during tha t  period of t ime, the Museum may 
well be proud of the tremendous accomplish­
ments gained in the process of its daily 
and educational work x.

During the past ten years the sources of 
the  Museum have grown immensely. Out 
of these funds the Museum draws very 
valuable information tha t  is constantly 
adding a new interest to the exhibits and 
various materials displayed. The archives 
of the Museum contain at present over
500,000 different objects, including ma­
nuscripts, publications and many other 
valuable articles of art that  have been 
accumulated during the past decade.

Very important sources of information 
which enriches the Museum's collection 
are living witnesses, personal participants 
in the revolutionary movement, veterans 
of the populist movement (narodnichestvo, 
1860— 1880), members of the underground 
revolutionary workers' circles (beginning 
with 1880), active participants and leaders 
of the revolutionary movement of 1905 and 
1917, participants of the October Revolu­
tion. Many of them have served long terms 
in jail ,  penal servitude and exile, having 
devoted their entire lives to the revolu­
tionary cause. Their memoirs are living 
pages of history, and this is the reason

1 An exhibition entit led ,,Ten Years of 
the USSR Museum of Revolution“  is spe­
c ia l ly  devoted to this subject.

S. Mitskevich, director of the USSR 
Museum of Revolution

why the Museum enrolls their assistance 
in the collecting of historical data . For 
this purpose the Museum has organised 
different groups of workers —- active par ti ­
cipants in revolutionary action, revolu­
tionary sailors, organisers of revolutionary 
batt les, red guards and partisans.

Of particular value and interest is the 
questionnaire which is issued to the above 
named groups. Information obtained in 
this manner eventually becomes the object 
of study and serves as a base for the scient­
ific research works of the Museum, where 
this information is usually put to a critical 
analysis, verified and added by facts, 
according to the documents, obtained from 
the secret files of the tsarist police, as well 
as from the court records of the pre-revolu­
tionary period.

In addition to this the Museum conducts 
a systematic search for material among 
files of other museums, library archives, 
second-hand book-sellers and collectioners. 
Thus, the Museum's collections are con­
stantly growing in number and form a 
real valuable base for its vital activities.

The Museum of Revolution, more so than 
any other museum in the country, serves as 
a powerful centre for political education 
of the toiling masses. The utmost efforts 
arc, therefore, exerted in displaying the 
exhibits in a popular and comprehensive 
manner, accessible to the visitor, whose
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political views become considerably en­
forced in the actual process of acquainting 
himself with genuine historical facts.

The increasing popularity of the Museum 
may be judged by the following growth 
of visitors covering the period of 11)211/24 
up to 1931:

1923/24 .............................................  36,452
1924/25 .............................................  171,350
1925/26 .............................................  209,146
1926/27 .............................................  185,728
1927/28 .............................................  236,726
1928/29 .............................................  252,540
1929/30 .............................................  270,572
Last quar te r  of 1930   65,913
1931 ..................................................  279,398

Pupils of elementary and secondary schools 
form the majority of visitors constitut­
ing 30%, next come factory workers — 
23%, technician and university students — 
21%. Another big group of visitors is com­
posed of foreign workers’ delegations and 
foreign touris ts from many countries: Ger­
many, England, France, Italy, Turkey, 
U.S.A., Japan, China and others.

The featuring of films portraying the 
process of revolutionary struggle is also 
part  of the general activities of the Museum 
th a t  add to its educational value. Only 
films on revolutionary historical topics 
are illustrated at the Museum, either in 
the form of documents, chronologically 
arranged, or single scenes artistically com­
bined. The cinema performances are usually 
preceeded by a lecturer’s note. . These 
films include: “ Battleship Potemkin” , “ Oc­
tober” , “ Mother”  and many others. Over
306,000 persons attended the cinema per­
formances at the Museum in 1931.

The wide activit ies of the Museum arc 
confined not merely to sendees extended 
to the visitor within the Museum, but far 
beyond, reaching directly workers at the 
factory, colhozmen in the field etc. For 
this  travell ing exhibitions are widely em­
ployed, being arranged according to defin­
ite topics such as: “ On the Road to Oc­
tober” , “ The Five-Year P la n ” , “ The First  
Revolution” etc. Competent lecturers ac­
company these travell ing exhibitions, which 
visit  industrial  centres and rural areas.

The department of travelling exhibitions 
has arranged since January 1931 110
exhibitions on 22 subjects, including 85 
exhibitions abroad. In Moscow such exhib­
itions are usually organised in the summer 
period, the street boulevards, Parks of 
Culture and Rest being used for this  purpose. 
Some of these exhibitions, — for instance 
the one held at the Central Park of Cul-
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turc and Rest ,— arc converted into per 
liianent ones.

During the 10 years of the existence of 
the Museum of Revolution a number of 
auxil iary departments have been founded.

The consulting department on method­
ical problems caters to all interested in 
the matter of arranging expositions, ex­
cursions etc. The photo-laboratory prepares 
pictures not only for the Museum's needs 
and for travelling exhibitions, but also 
fulfils requests for illustrations from 
scientific institutions, schools, publishing 
houses, theatres etc. During 1931 the pho­
to-laboratory prepared 3,895 negatives and 
printed 22,369 photos. The Museum’s 
archives issue various information, supply 
with copies of exhibits the local historico- 
revolutionarv museums and city exhibitions. 
The reading room of the Museum is open 
to all interested in questions of the revolu­
tionary movement. About 1,700 persons 
availed themselves of its services in 1931.

A large part of the general activities of 
the Museum is devoted to the publication 
of albums, post-cards and literature on 
historico-revolutionary topics and on metho­
dical questions. 7 albums and about 20 mil­
lion copies of post-cards, dealing with 
revolutionary heroes, leaders and various epi­
sodes, have been printed in the last 6 years.

At present the Museum is occupied with 
the task of preparing new cadres of museum- 
research workers. For this  purpose it has 
created a special inst itute for post-graduates 
with a two-year course and a preparatory 
department for factory workers. There are 
30 students at the institute who arc making 
a deep theoretical study of the history 
of the western peoples, history of the va­
rious nationalities of the USSR, dialect­
ical materialism etc. The students are at 
the same time carrying on practical work 
at the Museum. A number of graduates 
of the inst itute have been included among 
the permanent scientific staff of the Mu­
seum.

The general activities of the Museum have 
expanded to such an extent that  the old 
building of the former English Club can­
not accomodate its growing needs. Steps 
are now under way for the construction 
of a new building tha t  will provide ample 
space (according to the project it  will 
have 68 halls, — 4,475 square metres) 
and will be technically well equipped and 
fully answer the demands for the ever grow­
ing scope of scientific research and educ­
ational work conducted by the Museum. The 
Museum will then be able to extend i ts



work on a much wider scale and will be in 
a  position to present the picture of the re­
volutionary movement not only on the ter­
ritory of the former Russian Empire, but 
also of various countries of the West and 
East.  The visitor will then get a good 
chance of acquainting himself with similar 
processes th a t  were simultaneously taking 
place in various countries: peasant wars 
(in France), the W at Tylor revolt; the pe­
riod of 1525 in Germany; the Razin and 
Pugachov uprisings in Russia; a number 
of bourgeois revolts which destroyed the 
remnants of feudalism (the English revo­
lution of the X V IIth  century,  the Great 
French Revolution, the revolutions of 1820 
and ISIS, the Paris Commune etc.); mass 
proletarian movements of the epoch of in­
dustrial capitalism, the history of the three 
Internationals , the struggle of the colonial 
peoples for liberation, revolutionary move­
ment in the epoch of imperialism and the 
beginning of the decay of capitalism.

The idea of organising a “ Museum of the 
World Revolution '’ is the Museum's pro­
gramme for the second Piati lctka. This 
programme puts new tasks before the 
Museum. It  demands reinforced efforts in 
the matter of research work, a search of 
new materials tha t  will be necessary for 
the expansion of the activities of the Mu­
seum. To fulfil this responsible task the

The USSR Museum of Revolution

Museum hopes to gain the assistance of 
all those who sympathise and are anxious 
for the organisation of a “ Museum of the 
World Revolution” .

The auxiliary “ Association of Friends 
of the Museum of Revolution” is extending 
very valuable service in this direction. 
It now has a number of branches throughout 
the country with quite a big membership 
actively engaged in the collection of histor­
ical data.

THE 300tli ANNIVERSARY OF SPINOZA'S DEATH,

The philosophy of Spinoza, like every 
other philosophical system, is a product 
of the age in which it was evolved. In the 
X V IIth  century Holland, the birthplace 
of the philosopher, was a country in which 
capitalism had reached a relatively high 
stage of development. It had already un­
dergone its bourgeois revolution, and even 
earlier, in the XYIth  century, there had 
been a strong revolutionary, communist  
movement led by Thomas Mimtzer. In 
the X V IIth  century Holland was passing 
through a stage of relatively peaceful 
development, when trade was good, handi­
crafts prospered and production by machin­
ery had just begun.

Marx devotes considerable attention in 
his “ Capital” and other works to a study 
of the economic development of Holland 
during this period, l ie  emphasises the fact 
th a t  “ Holland of the X V IIth  just as 
France of the X V I lI lh  century represented 
a  typical manufacturing country in the

true sense of the word” . Thus, for ex­
ample, the division of labour in manufac­
ture had advanced to such an extent in 
Holland that  by the XV IIth  century th:> 
manufacture of weft for power looms was 
already a specialised industry. Marx fur­
ther mentions that  “ in Germany during 
the XYIth and X V IIth  centuries machines 
were invented which were employed only 
in Holland” . Throughout this period Hol­
land had extensive colonies and showed a 
tremendous growth of merchant capital. 
The growth of merchant capital at the 
expense of plundered colonies is typical 
of the development of capitalism. Marx 
observes tha t  “ the history of Dutch co­
lonial economy — and Holland in the 
XV IIth  century was a model capitalis t 
country - -  presents an unexampled pic­
ture of treachery, corruption, murder and 
every kind of meanness” .

At that  time Holland had large posses­
sions in both Iudias, the whole trade of
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Cocliincliina and the Zonds Islands was 
in the hands of Dutch merchants.  Holland 
was the leading trading country of the world. 
Her Hast- and West-Indian trading com­
panies are well known.

Being a well developed capitalis t 
country, Holland was at this  time also 
the centre of considerable, and relatively 
free scientific, philosophical and artistic 
progress. This l ittle  country, having un­
dergone its bourgeois revolution and en­
joying the political conquests of its rising 
class, was the scene of a tremendous awaken­
ing and became the centre and focus of 
contemporary science, art  and philosophy. 
Painting flourished (Rembrandt lived at 
th is  time) and mathematics and natural 
sciences had reached a very high level.

The XVItli and XY IIth  centuries were 
marked by the rise of materialism and the 
positive sciences in all the chief countries 
of Europe. Particular  progress was made in 
mathematics and mechanics, and the mathe­
matical sciences began to be looked upon 
as the prototype of scientific t ru th ,  scien­
tific inquiry and proof.

Spinoza expressed in a very vivid  form 
the  ideology of the bourgeoisie of this pe­
riod and its most advanced and radical 
tendencies. Spinoza was the ideologist 
of the comparatively peaceful development 
of Holland, of its age of prosperity, and 
the rise of its trade and financial ca­
pital.

Spinoza stands at the apex of the scient­
ific knowledge of his time. His philosophic 
system, which is in the direct line of evol­
ut ion of the materialism of the XVIth  
and X V IIth  centuries, is a generalisation 
of the progress made up to his time in the 
natural sciences, mechanics and mathe­
matics.

The fate of Spinoza’s philosophy is par­
ticularly instructive. The philosophical 
works of this great materialist  thinker, 
when they appeared in the X V IIth  century, 
were met by the supporters of the church 
and of reaction with the utmost hostili ty, 
and called forth the  hatred and contumely 
of idealists of every breed. Later on, 
however, there was a definite change of 
att i tude. The bourgeois ideologists, after 
capitalism had overcome feudalism, began 
to count Spinoza amongst the idealists. 
Thus it  was tha t  the idealistic interpret­
ation of Spinoza's system has become 
the traditional one in the history of philo­
sophy.

Spinoza is one of the greatest materialists 
of the new age. However Spinoza’s mater­

ialism was not consistent to the end. H is  
materialism was dressed up in theological 
garments. Feuerbach wrote as follows about 
Spinoza’s philosophy: ‘‘Spinoza with his 
paradoxical proposition: ‘God is tha t  
which is extended, that is the material 
exis tant’, hit the nail on the head. He 
found what was for his time at least 
the true philosophical expression of the 
materialistic tendencies of the .new age; 
he legalised these tendencies, sanctioned 
them. God himself is a materia lis t .” And 
in another place: ‘‘Spinoza was the Moses 
of contemporary freethinkers and material­
is ts .”

While showing the materialistic character 
of Spinoza's philosophy, Feuerbach at 
the same time points out where the inade­
quacy of Spinoza's materialism lies. In 
Feuerbach’s view it arises from the fact 
tha t  his is a “ theological materialism, 
the rejection of theology on the basis of 
theology itself” .

Spinoza bases his philosophy on an ana­
lysis of substance which he at the same 
time calls God. Feuerbach again very 
clearly showed the true meaning of this, 
conception of Spinoza's, the secret, as it  
were, of his philosophy: “ After careful 
examination what do we find it is tha t  
Spinoza calls logically or mctaphisically 
substance and theologically God? It is 
nature and nothing else.”

The conception of substance in the phi­
losophy of Spinoza has given rise to end­
less disputes and altogether contradictory 
interpretations in the history of philosophy. 
On a basis of the theological bias of Spi­
noza's philosophy, historians who wished 
to combat materialism started the legend 
of Spinoza as an idealist.

In the works of Marx, Fngels and Lenin, 
dialectical materialists can find a perfectly 
clear exposition and appreciation of Spi­
noza's philosophy which will arm them 
for the struggle against idealistic philo­
sophy and every kind of revisionism.

In the “ Holy Fam ily” Marx and Engels- 
give the following exposition of Spinoza's 
substance: “ In Hegel’s system there are 
three elements: Spinoza's substance, Fich­
t e ’s self-consciousness, and Hegel's neces­
sarily contradictory combination of both — 
absolute mind. The first clement is meta­
physically disguised (or dressed up, t r a ­
vesty) nature divorced from man, the second 
is metaphysically disguised mind divorced 
from nature, and the third is a meta­
physically disguised combination of each,, 
the real man and the real human race.”’
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Marx and Engels with their characteristic 
thoroughness disclosed the secret and true 
meaning of the philosophical systems re­
ferred to. In their view Spinoza's substance 
is metaphysically disguised nature. While 
accepting the main outlines of Feuerbach s 
exposition they make an important correc­
tion which is of great importance if Spi­
noza's system is to be understood. I l is  
nature is “ nature divorced from m a n '’. 
Marx and Engels here emphasise the me­
taphysically passive character of Spinoza's 
philosophy, his meditative materialism.

At the same time Engels emphasises the 
great significance of Spinoza’s famous pro­
position tha t  nature has its cause within itself 
(causa sui) and depends on no transcendent­
al or supernatural causes for its existence. 
W ith  this principle of his Spinoza dealt 
all idealistic  and theological systems a 
deadly blow and gave materialism a firm 
proposition on which to build.

Referring to the progress of the sciences 
from the XVIth to the X V III th  centuries 
Engels writes: “  It is very much to the credit 
of the philosophy of this time tha t  i t  did 
not allow itself to be influenced by the 
limited outlook of contemporary natural 
sciences, and th a t ,  beginning with Spi­
noza and ending with the great French 
materialists,  it  resolutely sought to ex­
plain the world from within, leaving it 
to future science to give a detailed just i­
fication of this a t t i tu d e .”

We can thus note the following points 
about Spinoza's materialism: 1) a recog­
nition of the objectivity of the world, of 
natufe and of matter,  and of their existence 
independent of human consciousness; 2) na­
ture has its  cause within itself and does 
not require any supernatural creator, is 
without beginning and without end; 3) a 
strict principle of mechanical causality 
and determinism holding good throughout 
nature, society and the process of human 
thought,  and consequently a rejection of 
teleology and of the freedom of the will.

The history of materialism and atheism is 
intimately  bound up with Spinoza's name.

Spinoza was one of the greatest atheists 
of the new age. l ie  has come down through 
history as the “ prince of atheists” . In 
his works, especially in his “ Theological 
and Political T rea ty” , Spinoza carried on 
a systematic and thoroughgoing criticism 
of religion and the Bible. Spinoza, as even 
the bourgeois historian Windclbandt ad­
mits, w’as “ the first great representative 
of historical biblical crit icism” . In this 
respect Spinoza’s influence on the further

development of anti-theological and atheist 
literature w’as very great indeed. Both 
the  French materialists in their  m il i t ­
ant atheist  literature, and the young He­
gelians in Germany on the eve of the re­
volution of 1818 (Strauss, Bruno Bauer 
and others) as well as Feuerbach in the 
“ Essence of Christianity” were undoubted­
ly very much influenced by the method 
of approach to religious criticism of which 
Spinoza was the init iator. l ie  approached 
religious superstitions from a broad histor­
ic standpoint and disclosed the historic­
ally limited nature of religious beliefs, 
showing tha t  religion and religious beliefs 
have nothing permanent about them, 
tha t  they are not “ laid down once and 
for all by God” , but  given the neces­
sary conditions arise in the course of 
history.

Spinoza devoted a great deal of time to 
denying and criticising theological mytho­
logy. He held tha t  the God of the theolog­
ians, as a being which sets itself a goal, 
as creator of the universe though standing 
outside of the universe, God pointing out 
the way to go, is a tremendous contradic­
t ion of human reason. Such ideas arise, 
according to Spinoza, because the aims and 
attributes of men are made to apply to the 
absolute and thus take on a divine charac­
ter. Throughout the world there is a uni­
versal conformity to law, a strict  and ne­
cessary causality which leaves no place 
for such a theology.

Religion and religious ideas, from Spi­
noza's point of view’, have no theoretical 
significance whatsoever. This docs not mean 
tha t  they have not a very distinct practic­
al influence on society owing to the fact 
tha t  ruling authorities make use of every 
kind of superstition and religion in order 
to gain power over the people. Spinoza held 
that  it is just  on this kind of superstition 
tha t  the monarchical system upholds its 
authority. According to him fear is the 
basis of superstition.

One can well understand therefore the 
kind of reception which Spinoza's philo­
sophy met with amongst the mili tant ccclc- 
siastians of the XV IIth  century.

Neither in his materialism nor in his athe­
ism is Spinosa consistent to the end. In 
this  respect the mil i tant French mater­
ialists of the X V II l th  century stood on a 
much higher level. This however must 
not blind us to the really tremendous re­
volutionary importance which Spinoza's 
philosophy has had in the past and still  
has at the present day.
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K. TSIOLKOVSKY, A SOVIET INVENTOR
The name of K . Tsiolkovsky, the inven­

tor of the all-metal dirigible and airplane 
capable of mounting to great heights, is 
internationally known. For fifty years 
he has worked on the problem of inter­
planetary flights. In tsarist Russia lie work­
ed in complete solitude, l ie  was cold 
shouldered and ridiculed by the government 
bureaucrats. Only in the USSR is he sur­
rounded with every possible care by the 
government and the people.

Scientists arc particularly surprised at the 
ease with which Tsiolkovsky in his theoretic­
al works is able to lea]) over the element­
ary details and as if by a stroke of genius 
come to such conclusions which others 
only arrive at after long, painstaking 
practical experience. Take for instance the 
designs of an airplane he made eight years 
prior to the first flight by the Wright 
brothers, before Santos-Dumont and Adcr. 
It is very similar to the airplane of today, 
liven long before the Zeppelin was invented, 
when man could but dream of flying in the 
air, Tsiolkovsky had already made the 
designs for an all-metal dirigible.

As to inter-planetary flights, scientists 
the world over who are trying to solve 
the question of retroactive motive power 
acknowledge Tsiolkovsky their teacher. 
The German scientist Ober whose rockets 
have already pierced the stratisphcrc wrote 
to him thus: “ You have set alight the 
wick, and we shall continue in our endea­
vours until  this mightiest dream of man­
kind lias been realised.'*’

After the October Revolution Tsiol­
kovsky *s inventions came into their own. 
He began to receive State support. All his 
material wants were attended to. His work 
on retroactive motive power began to be 
widely studied. His plans for the con­
struction of an all-metal dirigible became 
a part  of the dirigible construction plans 
in the USSR.

Tsiolkovsky*s all-metal dirigible has over­
come all the defects and shortcomings of 
the dirigibles hitherto constructed. The 
whole of it  is built  of corrugated steel. 
Its covering is to be like roofing iron. As 
a house with an iron roof docs not require 
any special protection, so this steel diri­
gible will not need a hangar. Perpendicul­
ar motion will not likewise require wast­
age of gas, nor will there be any need 
to carry any burdensome ballast .  All these 
and many other features will considerably 
enhance the feasibility of exploiting steel

dirigibles of a new type and make them 
a better and cheaper means of transport.

The higher the altitude at which an a ir­
plane flics, the faster can it travel. An in­
crease in speed can therefore be more 
easily attained at a greater alt itude. It 
has been proved after very careful calcul­
ations that in an atmosphere rarified 4,1) 
and 100 times the speed can increase by 
2, .*» and 10 times under the condition the 
power of the motor should be increased. 
In a rarefied atmosphere the rate at which 
a missile can travel is equivalent to its 
motive power. And these arc just the 
points which arc being solved by Tsiol­
kovsky s all-metal dirigible.

The Soviet journalist  L. Kassil in speak­
ing of an interview which lie has had 
with the inventor says: “ He (Tsiolkovsky) 
speaks of interplanetary flight with mar­
velous clarity. He is by no means an Uto­
pian. He is continually engaged in calcul­
ations. This is knowledge without pride, 
confidence without affectation. Tsiolkov- 
sky ’s latest work deals with the question 
of inter-planetary rcpopulation.”

The 75th anniversary of Tsiolkovsky*s 
birth has recently been celebrated in the 
Soviet Union. In Moscow it was honoured 
in the Columns Hall of the House of T rade  
Unions which was filled to overflowing by 
representatives from scientific and social 
organisations, from works and factories. 
Speeches were made by R. Eideman, Pre­
sident of the Central Council of Osoavia- 
kliim, E. Luppol, President of the Chief 
Scientific Committee, Prof. Veger, repre­
senting the YARNITSO (Organisation of 
Soviet scientific and technical workers), 
and representatives of Moscow factories.

Prof. Rynin made a speech on the “ Life 
and work of Tsiolkovsky in connection with 
aviation and retroactive motive power” . 
This was followed by a speech by Prof. 
Yorobiov who spoke of Tsiolkovsky*s work 
in the field of aviation construction.

Tn his reply to the speeches and greetings, 
Tsiolkovsky declared that  lie had only 
been given free scope in his work after the 
coming of the Soviets into power, and 
that  lie felt sure that his all-mclal dirigible 
would serve the cause of tlie USSR.

In accordance with a decree passed by the 
Central Executive Committee of the USSR 
Tsiolkovsky has been awarded the Labour 
Order of the Red Rainier. 5 scholarships 
have been endowed in scientific-research 
institutes in his name.
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USSR, from Coast to Coast

IN THE SOVIET ARCTIC
By E. K a y

About ten years have passed since the 
first Soviet scientific expedition to the North 
was organised, on Lenin's init iative, on 
the steamer “ Pcrscy". The small expe­
dition on the “ Perscy” served as the begin­
ning of the Soviet arctic explorations.

Since then there has been created a float­
ing Marine Insti tute  subsequently reor­
ganised into the State Oceanographic In­
stitu te.

At the same time there was also set up 
an  Insti tu te  for the study of the North. 
Finally ,  in 1030 the government organised 
the All-Union Arctic Institu te, the only 
scientific institution in the world specially 
devoted to the study of polar countries.

W ith  every passing year the work of 
exploring the North is developing on a 
broader and broader scale. Already more 
than  50 expeditions beyond the Arctic 
circle have been carried out by Soviet na­
vigators.

The arctic cruises of 1932 arc of special 
importance. On the 1st of August began the 
Second International Polar Year. Among 
the tasks which world science laid upon 
the expeditions of this year was the open­
ing of new polar stations to the number 
of at least 17, of which 10 had to be open­
ed by the Soviet Union.

During the past summer vessels flying 
the Soviet flag left the Archangel port in 
rapid succession. In the history of polar ex­
plorations of the Soviet Union 1932 will be 
marked as a year of the greatest achieve­
ments and heroism.

The USSR carried out its task in excess 
of expectations. Many of the stations open­
ed this year arc of considerably larger 
size than had been planned and their equip­
ment makes it  possible to carry on the 
work on a broad scale. Thus in the Tikhava 
Bay (Pacific Bay) on Franz Joseph Land, 
there have been built ,  in excess plan, a 
pavilion of actinomctry, a telephone sta­
tion, a radio laboratory, and other scien­
tific laboratories.

This year's favourable ice conditions 
facili tated the success of the expeditions. 
This unquestionably helped the ice-breaker 
“ Malyguin” , the hero of the Soviet polar 
voyages, to carry out its record-breaking 
arctic explorations, in making two trips 
in one summer to the remote and inac­
cessible Franz Joseph Land. At the extreme 
point of this archipelago, on Rudolf Land, 
a site has been selected for the northern­
most polar station in the world.

On August 15 the “ Malyguin", with 
a cargo of building materials,  equipment 
and provisions for winter stations, left 
on its second voyage.

“ Enveloped in fog the ice-breaker is 
paving its way through I he White and 
Barentz Seas", the special correspondent 
of “ Izvestia" telegraphed from the vessel. 
“ Day and night pilots take turns on the 
captain 's  bridge. They search the fog, 
studying the compass to guide the way — 
on the lookout for ice, for land...

“ Neither ice nor land, and llie 77th 
and the 78th degrees northern latitude



“ Malyguin”  in the ice-fields

have been left behind. Last year in -these 
latitudes the “ Malyguin”  had long been 
battering the ice, nosing for an opening 
among the ice-fields. ’We have passed the 
79th and the 80th degrees northern lati­
tude, tha t  of Nordbruk Island, th a t  of Cape 
Flora.

“ Neither ice nor land — naught but  
fog and water. Finally on the night of the 
21st the screen of fog began to th in ,  finally 
lifting completely. In the glare of the m id­
night sun breathlessly stretches the ocean, 
and three miles from us appears the magni­
ficent George Land. Cape Grant towers 
above us in a dark mass; beyond it a mighty 
glacier stands like a bluish precipice above 
the shore, red lichens spotting its snow- 
white cap. And trailing the precipitous 
glacier a row of icebergs like a frozen 
breaker. Franz Joseph L a n d . . . ' ’

August 22, at dawn the “ Malyguin" 
put in at Tikhaya Lav, a place no longer 
justifying its name. For there in 1929 a 
winter station was built ,  a single house 
holding 10 persons.

This year the bay has been made into 
a veritable scientific colony. Among the 
crags tha t  surround it are scattered half 
a score of buildings, all of them wired for 
telephone and electricity. Last year only 
the usual meteorological and magnetic ob­
servations were made. Now the programme 
at Tikhaya provides for extensive scien­
tific studies. Twenty persons remained 
for the winter,  among them scientists 
of eminence such as the German physicist 
Dr. Scholtz and the engineer Arkhangelsk}’. 
In charge of the winter colony is Ivan Po- 
panin,  former lathe hand and red par­
tisan.

For four feverish days wintering materials  
for the colony were unloaded in Bay Tikhaya. 
Then the vessel hoisted anchor and steamed 
northward where land is no more, where? 
only ice and water stretch far as the pole.

On the last day of August the “ Malyguin '’ 
broke the record for vessels sailing in north­
ern latitude within tlie European arctic. 
At 82° 27’ the ice-breaker was checked 
by an immense mass of ice, 7 to 8 metres 
thick.

The ship turned back to Teplitz Bay and 
on the 7th of September at 11 p. m., while 
a violent storm was raging, the northern­
most station in the world was solemnv 
opened. The crewT of the “ Malyguin” and 
the members of the expedition, the workers 
who built  the station and the local colony 
joined in the ceremonies. Greetings were 
expressed, a salute was fired and the red 
flag of the Land of Soviets was hoisted an 
the radio mast erected here, at 81° 47 
northern lat itude.

The “ Malyguin” expedition accomplished 
its aim splendidly. A station was built  
and the first time in history men stayed 
for the winter on Rudolf Island.

The biggest scientists and the most cou­
rageous navigators of the Soviet Union 
have been engaged in the practical solution 
of the problem of opening new sea routes 
for the USSR. The names of the men who 
succeeded this year in honourably fulfil­
ling the responsible task assigned them 
by the Soviet government — to cover in 
one navigation season the entire route 
from the W hite Sea to the Pacific Ocean — 
will forever be inscribed in the annals 
of northern sea voyages. Their names are: 
Prof. O. Schmidt, leader of the expedition, 
Prof. V. Wiese, head of the scientific sec­
tion, and V. Voronin, captain of the ice­
breaker “ Sibiriakov” , which carried out 
a voyage that  has no parallel in the history 
of arctic exploration.

Their feat would have been impossible 
without the heroic co-operation of every 
participant in the expedition. “ The trying 
conditions which the ice-breaker met were 
overcome by the spirit of organisation 
and enthusiasm of the entire crcwT and of 
all the scientific workers, by the socialist 
competition of the brigades, which broke 
speed records in unloading cargo and all 
but declared themselves shock brigaders” — 
so said the leaders of the expedition in 
their report to the Soviet government.

The route covered W’as one which had 
caused many of the bravest seafarers of 
the world to fail. Only three men had been
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successful in negotiating it before: Norden- 
skjold, Vilkitzky and Amundsen. The 
first was forced, however, to spend the 
winter several miles from his goal, the 
second spent three years to achieve his 
aim, while the third wintered twice en 
route. The “ Sibiriakov” , on the other 
hand, covered the entire distance — nearly 
half the circumference of the globe — 
in 65 days.

The head of the expedition Prof. Schmidt 
chose an entirely new route, one which 
proved to be the most difficult. The ice­
breaker rounded Northern Land from the 
North enabling the expedition to ascer­
ta in  the conditions for sailing in these 
unexplored latitudes. This route, by which 
the mouth of the Kolyma river is reached 
from the West, opens up great possibil­
ities for the economic development of the 
Yakutian Republik.

The ice-breaker “ Sibiriakov” left Archan­
gel on Ju ly  28. The first half of the voyage 
was attended by relatively favourable con­
ditions. On September 10, however, the 
vessel met with its first serious mishap 
when the ice snapped the blades and screw 
propellers. Five days of strenuous work 
permitted the vessel, without seeking port, 
to repair the propeller and replace the 
blades. But more serious troubles lay in 
store.

On September 18 heavy polar ice accu­
mulated over a period of years near Stone 
Heart  Cape ripped the screw propeller 
and the blades sheer off. It was then tha t  
the heroic struggle of the “ Sibir iakov ' ' 
crew began. The expedition had to be com­
pleted. By all manner of means — drifting

Heroes of Soviet Arctic expeditions: right to left—prof. 
Wiese, pTof. Samoilovich, prof. Schmidt

Landing on an ice-floe

with the current,  blowing up the ice bar­
riers, dragging from ice-floe to ice-floe by 
ropes, hoisting impromptu sails on the 
mast — the ice-breaker was kept moving 
on its course. Early in October S. Kamenev, 
President of the Arctic Commission, receiv­
ed the following telegram:

“ On October 1 at 3 p. m. ‘S ib ir iakov^ 
under sail, crossed the meridian of Dezhnev 
Cape. We entered clear water in Behring 
straits. Task accomplished. North-Eastern 
covered on single t r ip  without outside 
aid despite shipwreck.”

Inside the straits,  in clear water, the  
“ Sibiriakov” met the trawler “ Ussuricts” 
which a few days earlier had rushed to 
its aid but been kept from overtaking it 
by the current which had borne the ice­
breaker off its route. Taken in tow by the 

trawler, the “ Sibiriakov ' 
went into port for repairs, to 
staunch the wounds sustain­
ed in its heroic struggle with 
the elements.

The voyage of the “ Sibi­
r iakov” opens up a new era 
in the history of arctic na­
vigation. It has proved the 
possibility of covering the 
entire distance of the Arctic 
Ocean in one navigation 
season. It has brought arctic  
science very close to a solu­
tion of the problem of opening 
up the “ Great Northern 
R oute” .

The “ Sibiriakov” expedi­
tion is, moreover, closely 
bound up with the Ushakov 
expedition which has just



GREETINGS TO THE ICE-BREAKER “ SIBIRIAKOV"
Ice-Breaker 1 ‘Si biriako r” .
Prof. 0. Schmidt, Commander of the expedition.
F. Voronov, Captain.

Cordial greeting and congratulations to the participators in the expedition which 
has successfully solved the historical problem of sailing through the Arctic Ocean in a 
single navigation season.

The success of your expedition which has overcome unbelievable difficulties shows 
on°e again that there are no strongholds which bolshevik daring and bolshevik organis­
ation cannot take by sto)m.

I Ye are putting the request lefoic the Central Executive Committee of the USSR 
that the participators in the expedition should be awarded the Order of Lenin an l that 
of the Red Banner of Labour.

Stalin, Molotov, Voroshilov, Yanson.

returned after two years of [explorations 
in Northern Land.

The exploration of Northern Land, and 
in particular the determining of conditions 
governing voyages between it and the con­
t inen t ,  demanded some knowledge of this  
hitherto unexplored section of the Arctic 
Ocean.

The expedition led by G. Ushakov is 
an example of the new way in polar explor­
ation. This expedition brill iantly demon­
strated tha t  the study of the earth 's  surface 
in the Arctic and of the Arctic Sea routes 
is possible not only in snatches bu t  in a 
planned and permanently organised way.

On August 24, 1930, the  ice-breaker 
“ Sedov” landed four men on one of the 
islands of a previously unknown group 
later named Sergey Kamenev Islands (in 
honour of the chairman of the Arctic Com­
mission).

W ith  Ushakov, who was in charge of 
the expedition, were Urvantzcv, engineer- 
geologist, S. Zhuravlev, hunter, and N. l lo-  
dov, radio-operator.

In deciding to remain on the Sergey 
Kamenev Islands these four men knew 
th a t  they would face an uphill struggle, 
th a t  they might cut off from the outside 
world for several years, that the odds 
against them were tremendous. But a deter­
mined will, a deep scientific interest in 
their  work and confidence in their  own 
powers inspired them with hope for suc­
cess.

The farewell whistle of the “ Sedov” had 
hardly faded when the members of the 
expedition took up their work. There was 
no time to lose. An arctic winter, a four- 
month polar night,  lay ahead. G. Ushakov 
describes the first sally:

“ We determined to utilise the remaining 
period of daylight for init ial a ttem pt to 
reach the shores of Northern Land. Once, 
when visibil i ty  was exceptionally good, 
we sighted from the S. Kamenev Islands 
these shores along the horizon. The ice 
leading to them looked smooth and pro­
mised a successful crossing.

“ But anyone at all familiar with ice on 
sea knows that  i t  is as unreliable as the 
word of princes. Our expedition had hardly 
made 5 kilometres when a strong coastal 
wind blew up and a blizzard started in the 
opposite direction. Blinded by the snow 
dust ,  the dogs refused to pull the heavily 
laden sleighs. But to stop to near open 
water is to hazard the danger of being 
carried to sea. Be the difficulties what 
they might, we must push on. W ith  18 kilo­
metres covered the expedition was forced 
by darkness, and the dog’s exhaustion 
to bivouac for the night. The blizzard raged 
through the night and by morning the 
camp was practically buried under snow. 
At noon, blizzard beginning to give way, 
the expedition started plodding further,  
in an Eastern direction. More obstacles 
were ahead, for in many spots the wind 
had swept the ice clear of all snow and 
left a jagged surface. The dogs cut their 
feet and their blood stained the ice. Not 
until  the evening of the th ird  day, after 
a final effort, did the dogs pul 1 the sleights 
into  the mysterious shores of Northern 
Land. We had left a total of 90 kilometres 
beh ind .”

The expedition spent the winter in its  
main base preparing for explorations in 
the spring. The work was conducted by plan, 
stej) by step. Itineraries were outlined 
and food bases established along the pro­
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posed route. Repeatedly Ushakov and 
Zhuravlev made a start  through pitch dark­
ness for Northern Land, in order to deliver 
provisions to the supply bases.

Only after the polar night was ended 
could the expedition s tart  out to make 
a topographic map and do other prepar­
atory work for a thorough survey of the 
land. In the  course of 1931 two journeys 
were made. One lasted 36 days and the 
other —  a much more difficult one both 
in respect to distance covered and condi­
tions of travel — 52 days. The th ird  and 
fourth journeys were made during the 
second year.

The highly valuable scientific material 
gathered has already been worked over 
in par t  and is shortly to be published. 
This material is remarkably rich and va­
ried. The data  on the hundreds of minerals 
investigated are interesting both from a 
scientific and an economic point of view7, 
the expedition having found indications 
of various ore deposits. The diaries or 
logs of the expedition (containing detailed 
descriptions of the fauna of Northern 
Land) point out the very rich industr ia l  
possibilities of the islands.

During the last voyage of 1932 the topo­
graphical map of Northern Land w7as com­
pleted. The blank of the Arctic Ocean has 
been filled in by the  Ushakov expedition, 
which made a complete chart of the archi­
pelago and named all its  islands. The

map draw’ll by Urvantsev gives the con­
tours of the Bolshevik, October Revolution, 
Komsomolets and Pioneer Islands, sur­
rounded by smaller islands and divided 
by the Red Army, Jungsturm and Shokal- 
sky straits (the latter stra it  w?as discovered 
earlier, but  had been thought to be a bay). 
This was the map used by the expedition 
which Prof. Schmidt headed when on the 
“ Sibir iakov" it rounded Northern Land, 
for the first  t ime, from the North.

Thus, as a result of the work of the 
Soviet arctic explorers the blanks on the 
section of the Arctic which belongs to the 
USSR are disappearing. Lands previously 
indicated on the charts by dots to show’ 
incertainty are now7 delineated with pre­
cision. New’, hitherto  unknown islands 
have been discovered, valuable ore depo­
sits new’ fisheries, hunting regions etc. 
found. From year to year the wealth of 
scientific materials has kept accumulating. 
All this has been made possible, as S. K a­
menev, the chairman of the Arctic Com­
mission of the USSR, declared, because 
“ the survey of these lands has been taken 
in hand by new, proletarian explorers" 
endowed with  strength, energy, the will 
to f ight their  way through to victory and 
imbued with the conviction th a t  “ the 
discovery and exploration of new sea routes 
are par t  and parcel of the great plan of 
socialist construction" (report of the “ Si­
b ir iakov"  expedition).

WHAT IS ANGARA? ---------------------------------------------------------
(From a recent book “ The Country of the B ull" )

By D a n i e l  F i c b i c li

In an aeroplane cabin one can ponder 
over things quietly, circumstantially, tho­
roughly. The horizon is wide, the field 
of vision is extended enormously.

During the hours of the sing-song mono­
tonous hum which 1 spent in an open mail 
Focker (Irkutsk—Nizhncudinsk— Krasno­
yarsk—Novosibirsk) and then in a cabin 
full of prosaic comfort, sitting next to the 
window’ of a three-motor ANT (Novosi­
birsk—Omsk— Kurgan —Sverdlovsk) during 
these beautiful tours in the air the whole 
of Siberia, wiiich was lying a thousand 
metres beneath, passed before us like a 
live geographical map.

It swam past us covered with motley 
shadow’s of the clouds creeping over its 
sields, wooded hills, ornamented with the 
filver lace of innumerable rivers flowing

northward. It w7as overgrown with bluish- 
green, thick-haired fell of the Siberian virgin 
forests and in the south it  passed into the 
blue smoke which delineated the mountain 
ridges of Pamir and Tyan Shan.

It passed glit tering with the lead of 
Angara, Yenissei, Irtysh, on the banks 
of which there appeared the mosaic of big 
industrial cities, the glass and concrete 
cubes of new’ constructions, the smoke 
of mills,  the new’ bright yellow’ construc­
tions of saw’ mills, Soviet farms.

We followed the course of b i r d s — by 
th a t  great international route which for 
the first time was struck by the Soviet 
air  squadron, which flew from Moscow 
through the ancient sea sands of (Iobi 
to Peking and which is now’ being followed 
not only by our powerful aeroplanes, con-
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struclcd at our works, which arc regularly 
following this  route, but  also by Germans, 
French, Americans, Japanese, Italians.  
They arc flying from Europe to the Pacific, 
from Tokyo to Paris,  flying round the 
world. 1 have seen at the Irkutsk aerodrome 
a white and blue aviette , similar to a dra­
gon-fly, which belonged to Japanese air­
men. In Kurgan, when waiting to .mount 
the plane, three Parisians descended from 
the  air, a young women in horn-rimmed 
spectacles wearing male pyjamas and two 
men.

The number of passengers and the amount 
of mail bags and luggage on the Trans- 
siberian mail route is increasing yearly. 
In Ju ly  1930 the Moscow—Krasnoyarsk 
a ir  line carried 5 passengers, 1,1 tons of 
mail,  .09 tons ol' cargo. In Ju ly  1931 the 
corresponding figures were 288 passengers, 
5 ,4  tons of mail,  2,3 tons of cargo.

... When flying, in the clouds it  is well 
to  ponder over things.

I thought of Siberia — of the extraor­
dinary country of which I saw and learned 
only a lit tle .  1 thought of those fascinating 
horizons, which the Revolution opened 
up before Siberia.

The country of convict prisons, of con­
v ic t  songs, of terrible roads which chained 
prisoners used to tread, is being transform­
e d — in fact has been transformed — 
into an Eldorado, into an industrial base 
of colossal power and energy.

Some one has said th a t  in the course 
of the last centuries the world industrial 
centres have been shifting from the shores 
of the Atlantic  to those of the Pacific.

The Urals serve as one of the illustr­
ations of this  statement. The half-deserted 
Urals which under capital ism were regarded 
as “ non-paying*', with their  factories, built  
under serfdom, the Urals which at one 
t im e yielded supremacy to South-Russian 
industry, now hold the key positions.

The blast furnaces of Magnitogorsk, 
Kuznetskstroy, the growing metallurgical 
g iant of Nizhny-Tagil. ..

The Ural mountain ridge is being trans­
formed into the spine of the Soviet heavy 
industry.

It is now the tu rn  of Siberia.
Siberia, the  freed Mongol slave, cruel, 

enigmatic, precious, like a box filled with 
jewels, possessing mighty streams, where 
power stations are destined to rise, with 
steppes capable of feeding many thousands 
of herds of cattle , with huge forests and 
mountains harbouring millions of tons 
of coal, all kinds of ore. and gold.

We know of the virgin forests of Siberia, 
which have been sung by hundreds of 
poets, with its romanticism after the fa­
shion of Ecnnimorc Cooper, with animals 
unseen by man, w'ith forest inhabitants,  
who shoot in distant forest paths succes­
sful gold prospectors or liquor smugglers.

Rut do we know th a t  the Siberiau virgin 
forests occupy an area, exceeding all the 
forests of Western Europe pu t  together?

Is it knowm th a t  the yearly increase 
of Siberian forests is itself capable of 
satisfying one-third of the demand for 
timber in the w’holc of Europe?

We have had enough of the archaic 
romanticism. We arc surfeiLe:l with it. I t  
is nos only harmful,  but  also out of 
date.

Today, another romantic conception is 
coming to the lore. The romanticism of 
magnificent constructions, of heroic la­
bour. The romanticism of scientific-research 
explorations investigating the jungles. The 
romanticism of tile pioneers of a new’ epoch, 
of scouts, whose faces bear traces of ter­
rible wounds inflicted by mosquitoes, 
with boots covered with morass mud, who 
are working veins and making surveys 
of an unknown country.

These arc the scouts of the great coming 
socialist advance on the virgin forest, the 
gloomy hostile nature, of old Siberia. They 
will be followed by armies of hundreds of 
thousands of workers, who will fell century- 
old cedar trees, blow’ up rocks, build high 
roads and electric railways, dig the ground 
with excavators, mix concrete, assemble 
and erect machines, lay cables on moun­
tains which will transmit a high tension 
current for a distance of hundreds of kilo­
metres.

They will erect constructions such as 
have not yet been seen by mankind. And 
here we can refer to Angarostroy.

In the days I spent in Irkutsk the loud­
speakers in Karl Marx Street were telling 
loudly about Angara, about millions of 
horsepower, about kilowatt-hours.

The first scientific-research Congress of 
Eastern Siberia was at tlict time taking 
place. Engineers, professors, specialists, 
academicians, who arrived from Leningrad, 
were discussing the plan of the  coming 
great work which will transform the huge 
region beyond recognition.

The agenda placed as its first i tem th a t  
same rapid river with green w’atcrs which, 
without in the least suspecting such flat­
tering attention to it ,  was tearing along 
past the pillars of a long wooden bridge,
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not far from where the Conference was 
tak ing  place.

Let us quote engineer V. Malyshev, who 
is guiding the construction of Angaro­
stroy:

“ The to ta l  capacity of Angara throughout 
the  whole of its  length is about 15 million 
H .P . The rapids can give up to 25 million 
kw.-hours a year of exceedingly cheap 
electrical energy. If we compare this figure 
with  others, the immensity of its  power 
will become obvious; it  is 90% of the  
energy produced by the whole of Germany 
iit all its  power stations. This means the 
feeding of industry equal to 90% of all 
the  industries of present-day Germany. 
It means an energy capable of satisfying 
25%  of all the industries of present-day 
America. This energy we are able to ob­
ta in  at one spot near the rapids of Angara. 
And if we take into consideration also 
the Small Angarostroy, then these two 
stations put together will be powerful 
enough to feed the entire German indu­
s t ry ."

In order to grasp the magnitude and 
power of the Angara hydro-electric power 
constructions, we can compare them with 
Dnicprostroy. The completed Dnieper power 
station will at first be able to muster
500,000 H .P .  Later on the figure will reach 
up to 800,000 H .P .

But as regards Angara — let engineer 
Malyshev speak on this:

“ It is possible to construct two stations, 
one of 2.7 and the other of 2.5 million 1IP. 
Thus these two stations could supply a 
power of 5,200,000 H .P .  of equal tension 
throughout the whole year. This latter 
circumstance is particularly  valuable, since 
it makes the Angara stations superior 
in th is  respect to other hydro-electric power 
stations of the world.

“ Apart from Angara great reserves of 
energy of considerable value arc obtain­
able from other big rivers, such as Irkut,  
Kitoy, Oka, e tc ."

The furious onslaught of the waters of 
Angara will be utilised in sections most 
favorably situated for that  purpose. At the 
first section og the Angara, 12—18 kilo­
metres from the Baikal,  dikes and stations 
of the Small Angarostroy are being plan­
ned. The Great Angarostroy will be con­
structed near the rapids below Bratskoye 
village, covering a distance of about 280 ki­
lometres. There the river is tearing along, 
foaming and storming, compressed by very 
steep banks of hard mountainous rock, 
leaping over stones and rocks. Dams will

bar Angara here at three points. Near 
the Padun Rapids, where the height of 
the dike will be 21 metres, a hydro-electric 
power station will be built  with a capa­
city of 1 million H .P  Near the Long (Dol- 
gv) Rapids, a station of 1,750,000 H .P .  
will use the pressure of the waters falling 
from a height of 85 metres. Finally in the 
neighbourhood of the Shaman Rapids, the 
dam will be 25 metres high and the sta­
tion will have a capacity of 1,200,000 H .P.

The total capacity of the Great Angaro­
stroy alone will be 4 million H .P .  (“ Anga­
rostroy" by engineer A. Goravsky).

The Leningrad bureau of “ Fncrgostroy" 
has estimated that  the approximate cost 
of electrical energy in the Small Angaro­
stroy will be .50 kopecks and in the Great 
Angarostroy .25— .30 kopecks per kilowatt-  
hour. So far the cheapest electrical power 
in the Union (the Dnieper station) will 
give current at .75 kop. per kilowatt-hour.

Angarostroy is a construction unique 
in the whole world as regards its  power. 
It will be an electric power centre of world 
importance.

The construction on the Angara is being 
planned as a single unit,  a combinat.  It 
will be constructed on the same principle 
as Dnicprostroy.

This implies not only the construction 
of an hydro-electric station, but also the 
construction around it  of new gigantic 
works, new socialist cities, the building 
of electric railways, of everything that  
will be fed by the electric power of that  
station.

Dnicprostroy is being created in an indu­
strially populated area of the Ukraine. 
In Angara, on the other hand, the tasks 
arc more complicated and wider — the 
colonisation of new uninhabited terr i to­
ries, the reconstruction of agriculture, 
the development of all kinds of transport,  
total reorganisation of a wild sparsely 
populated and inhospitable region.

There on the shores of Lake Baikal,  in v ir­
gin forests infested with bears, it  is possible 
to create an all-Union centre of electrical 
industry, of non-ferrous metallurgy, of 
light machine building, of silicic and 
chemical industries.

This is indicated by all the natural 
characteristics of the region.

Cheap electrical power, coal and iron, 
non-ferrous metals, high-grade clays, fo­
rests. Moreover, the construction of mighty 
power stations will give Siberia a new 
water-route 5,000 kilometres long. Almost 
throughout its  entire length the region
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is intersected by 011c of the largest water 
arteries: Selenga- -Baikal—Angara— Ycnis- 
sei. When the Angara rapids, which arc 
now innavigable, will be destroyed, nearly 
the whole of this system can with relative 
case be transformed into a navigable route. 
Steamers loaded with lumber, raw material 
and manufactured goods of the new gigantic 
works will proceed from Baikal straight 
to the sea of Kara,  on the route of the 
Kara expedition, along which we arc 
yearly transporting tens of thousands of 
tons of export goods. It will then be pos­
sible to travel by water from Hamburg, 
London or New-York to Mongolia, to the 
threshold of Gobi.

Angarostroy will be constructed by inha­
bitants of a classless socialist society.

Preliminary exploration work is now 
being carried out.  In the forests arc roam­
ing scientific expeditions, digging near 
the banks of Kitov , making surveys and 
hydroulic observations on the Irkut,  inve­
stigating the Padun rapids, where in the 
days to come the lights of the main station 
will shine.

And round about,  as far as one can see, 
there stretch virgin forests, jungles, m o­
rasses, full of wild animals, huntsm en’s 
paths, and the primitive huts of the tun- 
guzes.

... Late at night after a forced landing 
at some unknown pasture near the fringe 
of the forest we succeeded at last in tear­

ing away from earth and to speed upwards"
Tile passengers arc sleeping in their  

wickerwork chairs. Prom the p i lo t’s cabin, 
after opening an oblique door, the mechanic 
creeps out, treading firmly the narrow 
corridor.

In the lilac haze of (lawn, through the 
duraluminium wing, we sight the city of 
Omsk.

It begins to shift the chessboard of its  
square blocks lined with a sparse row of 
lights. Irtysh glitters like lead.

There it is — the former hornet’s nest. 
The capital of the lit tle  tsar of Siberia. 
The residence of the “ supreme ruler of 
the Russian S ta te " ,  the city of Admiral 
Kolchak. Here the battalions of the in­
terventionists were s tru tting  about.  Here 
they dictated the man with black double- 
licaded eagles on his shoulder straps to 
advance either in this or that  direction.

I recall the people I have met. Tens 
of former guerilla fighters, underground 
workers, Red commanders.

The fact th a t  a Soviet aeroplane was now 
able to fly over Soviet Omsk was largely 
due to their present and past life, to their  
everyday work. At present their work 
included the transformation of Siberia 
of the convict prisons, the Siberia of Kol­
chak, at one time groaning under the heel 
of the interventionists,  into a modern 
Siberia — th a t  of Angarostroy and of so­
cialism.

SHAMSHOVI, A SOVIET HEALTH-RESORT

Shamshovi, this word is a compound of 
two proper names — of a man and a place. 
Shamshc Lezhava, a communist  physi­
cian, had discovered this w'onderful health 
resort in his native valley among the Shovi 
hills, in the midst of a thick pine forest, 
in the highlands of Georgia.

A rare name is Shamshc.
The doctor is nowT an old man. In his 

young days he was active in the revolution­
ary movement, worked underground, was 
hounded by the tsarist spies and police, 
and went through imprisonment and exile. 
All those years he cherished an undying 
affection for his native home, and as a 
physician lie thought much about the 
great medical possibilities of the mineral 
springs and pine forests of Shovi.

By S h a l v a  S o s 1 a n i

In his childhood he had heard many 
stories about the wonderful cures effected 
by the Shovi w’atcrs. The origin of these 
springs and forests is shrouded in ancient 
mystery and folklore.

Once upon a time, in the hoary past ,  
David the Builder, or his grand-daughter 
tsarina Tamara, riding on mules, drove 
through this  locality, making a halt  at 
the village of Glola. All the mules — so 
the story goes — made straight for the 
water and would not budge one step 
farther. The tsarina herself sampled this 
water, and the fact of such royal appre­
ciation w’as duly commemorated. A church 
was built  on the rock, and the village grew’ 
into a large township. As the population 
grew, so did also its  superstitions. The
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church stood for eight centuries and grew 
into one with the country and its people, 
and its rocky hills.

Here, near the bridge of the Ition river, 
straight from the rocky shore, gushes a 
strong spring of gaseous ferric water.

Here and there, on the meadows, on the 
slopes of the hills, are the miserable huts 
of the poverty-stricken peasants...

Such were the conditions not so very 
long ago. In such a hut, with a hole in 
the ceiling for a chimney, and an open 
hearth in the middle of the living room, 
a crowd of peasants would gather around 
the fire to listen to hoary tales handed 
down through the ages.

The oldest patriarch begins the story.
“ As is known, the D e v i1 dwell in the 

mountains. . .
‘‘And the spring, which gushes right here 

under the hill , was guarded from times 
immemorial by the good fairy Vodza, 
the patroness of the poor...

“ Her hair flows in gigantic tresses. If 
she spreads out one of these tresses, a 
thick pine forest grows forthwith out of 
the ground; she spreads out another tress, 
and  a spring begins to gush...

“ Nine gruesome Devi fought for her 
hand, and in their furious combat they 
overturned hills and rocks, uprooted trees.

“ And fleeing from her terrible wooers, 
the beautiful fairy tore down one rock, 
a  second, and a third,  and gathering them 
in her lap she lay in ambush between two 
h i l l s —-the  Buba and the Dgviora hills 
which wear snow veils over their heads.

“ A great battle  raged between the Devi 
for poscssion of the fairy...

“ I t  all happened here, amid the Sliovi 
hills...

“ A stone was not left in its place. Huge 
primeval aldertrccs flew about like splint­
ers in the hands of the Devi. Mountains 
were shifted. Many of them were swept 
down by floods. And one of Devi, having 
clutched a mountain — they say it  was 
the  Mamison Glacier — desperately tore 
away a block of ice. A huge stream began 
to gush from the heart of the mountain, 
flowing downward in a swift river. Another 
one of the I)cvi sought refuge in the Buba 
cliff, but Buba angrily threw him down 
the glacier and poured a river over him. 
(Thus came the swift running Bubis- 
Tskhali river). A third, the most agile 
among the Devi, climbed up the Tchkhont- 
chu Beak, but his tail  got caught in a

1 “ Devi”  — mountain ghosts, according 
lo popular Caucasian belief.

4 a

crack of the glacier, the ice was tom  open, 
and the Tchkhotchuri river began to flow...

“ Thus the Devi failed to overtake the 
fairy, either drowning in the iron waters, 
or losing themselves in the impassable 
woods. The rising sun found the Devi 
exposed in the mountains and they were 
turned into stony rocks...

“ Listen, children... Do you hear the sound 
of rumbling? At night the Devi rise in the 
mountains,  and everytime one of them 
shifts his foot, the rock underneath begins 
to rumble .. .“

And the young listeners would huddle 
around the fire, thrilled and awe-stricken. 
The old man would clean his pipe for 
another smoke, and another story.

This time it  is a story of real life.
A story about events no less terrible, 

although perpetrated by human Devi — 
the feudal landlords and oppressors of 
the common people, the vicious and ru th ­
less rulers of Svanetia and of Ratcha.

Shamshc Lezhava turned over in his 
mind these reminiscences in his far-away 
exile. In 1910 he returned to his native home.

He found the same old Shovi — ignor­
ant and superstitious, fearing God, the 
landlords, the police, and the terrible 
Devi. The ferric water streaming down 
from the Mamison Glacier...

Down the slopes of the Shovi plateau, 
where the green pastures arc bordered with 
pine trees, the carbo-oxide waters trickle 
down through the bushes and moss, leaving 
a red ferric sediment. And in the middle 
of the plateau — amid the thick alder- 
trees and b i r c h e s i s  a lit tle  lake of 
clear water.

The ground all around is muddy. There 
is no path for human feet, and only the 
cattle  manage to wade a path to the clear 
refreshing water.

Here, in the valley of the rivers Chan- 
cliakh and Buba — where the bolshevik 
doctor found concealment in a shepherd’s 
hut — the idea originated of building the 
Shovi health-resort.

Doctor Shamshc, in 19111, a fugitive from 
the tsarist authorities,  organised the first 
“ Auxiliary Society for building the Shovi 
health resort” .

The idea developed. The dream turned 
into a feasible plan.

The plan roamed through the virgin 
forests, like the Devi of old, shifting moun­
tains and rocks. Hoads were built  to the 
north and to the south.

The plateau between the Shovi valleys 
was cleared. The swamps were drained.
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The stream of the ferric waters was traced 
to its source — the Yodza Spring.

Investigation revealed the existence of 
four groups of mineral springs — astrin­
gent acid springs, which have long since 
been attracting malarial and anemic pa­
tients from villages near and far.

Thus was the plan first originated in 
the dark days of tsarist rule.

Hut the plan was horn into a land in 
captivity.

Both the land and the plan were in the 
captivity of tsarist Russia, and they remain­
ed so until the October Revolution of 1017.

Finally, the Soviet Onion became the 
native land of Dr. Shamshe, and his che­
rished plan was then revived.

The plan was turned into a real thing.
The building of the Shovi health-resort 

was started in the very next year after the 
soviétisation of Georgia: it was one of 
the first health-resorts in Transcaucasus 
to he built  according to preliminary plan'. 
It was the first Soviet health-resort.

*

The years that passed since 1P22 to this 
day were full of arduous and persevering 
labour carried on in true bolshevik fashion 
under most difficult and trying conditions. 
Machines and building materials had to 
be hauled up the steep mountain paths, 
over bottomless precipices, amid numerous 
handicaps and dangers.

Down below, at the bottom of the gorge, 
runs the river Rion, noisily forcing its 
course through the impeding rocks.

At the loi>, where the clouds are on a 
line with the pinnacles of tall  beech trees, 
the mountain climber has to proceed cau­
tiously, step by step. Here, along the 
slope of the mountain, the Military Osse­
tian Highway leads its winding course 
to Shovi and on to Mamisoii Pass.

Man looks so pitifully small among 
these imposing grandeurs of nature — like 
ants toiling on a hill.

There is not one place in the mountain, 
not a single village or meadow, associated 
here with the name of man — most of them 
bear the names of animals, or of various 
species of trees and minerals, or of the out­
ward shape of mountains and rocks, or 
are dedicated to the memory of various 
battles both successful and unsuccessful.

Today, amid the Devi mountains,  man 
encounters nature, fully armed with tech­
nical equipment and scientific knowledge.

Governmental commissions, scientific ex­
peditions, geologists, chemists, engineers

and technicians, architects and profes­
sors, proceeded to Shovi along the tortuous 
mountain paths, to study the locality of 
the future health-resort and to organise 
the preliminary work... The plan of the 
great balneological resort of the future 
has become a tangible reality.

In 1028, on the lentil anniversary of 
the October Revolution, the Shovi health- 
resort was officially opened, and named 
after Shamshovi - in honour of the un­
tiring physician and veteran bolshevik 
Shamshe Lezliava.

These hills, these rocks, the forests and 
the glacial alti tudes,  the noisy rivers of 
(dianchakh and Buba, listened on that  day 
for the first time in the thousands of cen­
turies of their exis tence— to the tale of 
their ultimate subjection to the will and 
determination of man.

'File builders of the Shovi health-resort 
and their gucsls-pcasants from surround­
ing villages, deputies from Svanetia and 
Ossetia, engineers and chemists, geologists 
and common labourers, shepherds and lo- 
resters — all of them danced in chorus 
on that day upon the Shovi plateau the 
ancient folk-dance Pcrkhisi as the supreme 
expression of joy and elation.

*
In times past there used to be fights 

and encounters among the different races 
and tribes inhabiting the mountain v i l­
lages. Today they are organised in Slate 
and collective farms, forming a happy 
and iinilcd, prosperous agricultural family. 
'File only rivalry now existing is that 
of “ socialist competit ion” , the only fight­
ing is that  of “ shock brigades" endeavour­
ing to outdo one another in the carrying 
out of production plans.

*

'Hie future of Shamshovi has already 
become its present.

It seems as though the hills, the air. 
the sun, the water, and the forests, are 
being rejuvenated here, along with every­
thing else in this country.

From local red stone, gray granite, and 
pine timber, the Shamshovi health-resort 
is being built .

Built  to face the sun and snow-clad moun­
tain peaks.

Built  in the pine forest, close to the Yodza 
springs.

And the future of the great health-resort 
that is to be is already discernible from 
the plan of development mapped out for 
Shamshovi in the second Five-Year Plan-



The Map ot* the Five-Year Plan

THE GJtEATElt VOLGA

Six years ago the first big Soviet liydro- 
eleetrie station with a capacity of 00,000 
kilowatts was opened on the Volkhov river. 
'Fhe builders of the Volkhov station were 
then transferred to Dnieprostroy. The huge 
hyclro-elcetrie station on the Dniepr with 
an ul timate capacity of 810,000 kilowatts 
(of which 150,000 are already in use) was 
opened on October 10, 1082.

In the second Five-Year Plan the work­
ers of Volkhovstroy and Dnieprostroy 
arc to be faced with a task of even greater 
magnitude: they are to build on the Volga 
four power stations exceeding several times 
the capacity of the Dniepr station.

Three of the stations will be built  on the 
Middle Volga: in the Ivanovo-Voznessensk 
district,  in the Nizhny-Novgorod district 
and in that of Perm (on the Kama river).

The approximate capacity of these power 
stations will be between 800,000 and 
1 ,000,000 kilowatts. The stations are to 
be completed not later than October 1, 1085.

The Nizhny-Novgorod, Ivanovo-Vozncs- 
sensk and Perm districts represent import­
ant industrial centres in which are concen­
trated the textile industry, big metal 
plants, etc.

These powerf.il electric stations will 
lend further impetus to the development of 
the productive forces of these districts by 
raising the technical level of the industrial 
enterprises.

The fourth and most powerful hydro­
electric station will be built on the Volga 
in the region of Kamyshin, and will be 
the greatest hydro-electric plant in the 
world, with a capacity of 1,800,000— 
2,000,000 kilowatts. Its construction is 
planned for completion in 1087, the end 
of the second Five-Year Plan.

While the first three stations will chiefly 
serve industry, the fourth station is part 
of a major project to irrigate the regions 
of the Volga subject to drought.

Prof. Chaplygin, the author of the scheme 
for reconstruction of the Volga and irrig­
ation of the Trans-Volga regions, said of 
this work:

••The irrigation of this territory will 
insure a regular crop of 1 . 5 —2 tons per 
hectare. This must be multiplied by the 
1— 1.8 million hectares which are to be 
irrigated to conceive the far-reaching eco­
nomic benefits expected from the proposed 
Volga irrigation system.

Kamyshin on the Volga, where one ol the new power stations is to be bum
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“ The Trans-Volga region will be convert­
ed into one of the largest granaries in tile 
Soviet Union, with a gross yield of 5,000,000 
Ions of wheat from irrigated lands.

“ The Kamyshin power station will yield 
0—dO milliard kilowatt-hours of energy 
per year against the Dniepr station's 
2—3 milliard kilowatt-hours. Kamyshin 
will therefore be equal to four Dnicpro- 
sl roys.

“ The dam of the power station will 
be a structure unexampled in history, as 
it is to be some 3 kilometres long and 30 
metres high.

“ The obstacles to irrigating the Trans- 
Volga steppes arc immense. The area in 
view is at an altitude considerably above 
the Volga. In consequence about 25 mil­
liard cubic metres of water will have to 
be raised annually to a height of from 
00 to 100 metres.

“ As the irrigation season lasts for only 
three months, stupendous pumping sta­
tions would be required to pump this 
mass of water in so short a space of time, 
but my plan forsccs the creation of a sys­
tem of reservoirs — giant internal lakes — 
over the irrigated area. Into these reser­
voirs the water will be pumped the year

through and during the irrigation season 
their  water will be used to flood the fields.

“ Irrigation itself will also be organised 
along new lines. Instead of running water 
through ditches as is commonly done, 
it is proposed to use the wholly new method 
of sprinkling by electrical means.

“ The estimated cost of the Volga irrig­
ation scheme is from 5 to 7 milliard 
rubles. *’

The daring project for irrigating the 
drought-menaced Volga steppes is no uto­
pia but a tangible fact in socialist con­
struction. Already 3,000 technicians and
11.000 workers arc engaged in the preli­
minary work. The next few months will 
see their number grow to 6,000 technicians,
20.000 workers and 3,000 collaborators 
of projecting organisations. The govern­
ment has issued orders to complete all 
surveys, charting and draughting within 
half a year.

During the second Five-Year Plan four 
power stations are to go into operation 
on the Volga; the immense Kamyshin 
station to be one of them. And the Volga 
region will, in addition, be fed by an as- 
toundingly large and modern irrigation 
system.

THE WHITE SEA-BALTIC CANAL

This November marks the completion 
of a canal connecting the Baltic and the 
White Seas. The next navigation season 
vessels will proceed from Leningrad through 
this  canal straight to the White Sea.

This canal is one of the biggest construc­
tions of the Soviet Union. It is 226 kilo­
metres long and has been built  in record 
time — 300 days. The Suez (Lanai, which 
is 164 kilometres long, took 10 years, 
and the Panama Canal, 82 kilometres long, 
took 9 years to build.

The White Sea-Baltic Canal is located 
in the  land of lakes — Karelia.  It begins 
near Port  Soroki on the W hite  Sea, then 
proceeds along the river Vyg, the lake of 
Vyg, river Tclckinka and merges into the 
Onega lake near the town of Povencts. 
From here along the Onega lake, Svir ri­
ver, Ladoga lake and Neva river, boats 
will proceed to Leningiad.

The canal has a history. The route it fol­
lows has been known for several hunddre 
years.

Already in the XVilli century two Eng­
lishmen Thomas Southen and John Spark

went by the water route from the White 
Sea to the Onega lake in order to sell their 
goods to the local inhabitants. They made 
their journey on three boats — partly on 
lakes and rivers and partly  by portage. Up 
to the present day has been preserved along 
the route of the canal an enormous cleared 
path cut out in 1702 by order of Peter the 
Great.

Thus the necessity of creating a through 
route connecting two important seas was 
felt very long ago. Under the tsaris t govern­
ment there was frequent talk of the con­
struction of a White Sea-Baltic canal, 
plans were frequently drafted and sur­
veys made. As late as 1915 the State 
Duma discussed the question of building 
a w’atcr route. However nothing came of 
it. It is only now under the Soviet govern­
ment that we were successful in realising 
this grandiose enterprise.

The enormous task which confronted 
the builders of the canal was not only to 
connect into a single system rivers and 
lakes which arc situated between the White 
Sea and the Baltic, but also to make such
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a cana l1 navigable. This task could be 
solved in two ways, either by deepening 
the waterway of rivers and lakes or by 
raising their level by means of dikes, 
dams and sluices. The builders of the ca­
nal elected the second course. By means 
of enormous sluices built  near Povencts 
ship will be raised to the height of 70 
metres and then through a lock 0 kilometres 
long cut in rock will gradually descend 
towards the White Sea. Near the ancient 
village Nadvoitsy powerful dikes are being 
constructed. When they are completed the 
famous Nadvoitsy rapids will be completely 
submerged.

A great piece of construction work is the 
Dubrovskaya dike built  near village of 
Nadvoitsy. This dike will have to bear 
the pressure of 5 l /2 milliard cubic metres 
of water coming from lake Vyg. The dike 
stretches for 3 1 /2 kilometres. A special 
committee of the Scientific-Research In­
sti tute of I lydrotechnics has inspected this 
dike and expressed the opinion th a t  it 
constitutes one of the most interesting 
and original constructions of recent 
years. It was built  in 100 days by 3,000 
men.

Lower down, 20 kilometres from Nadvoi­
tsy, near lake Shavanskoye, one of the most 
original constructions has been erected,- — 
a wooden dike bound with iron rims. Se­
micircular in form, it reminds one of a 
gigantic log placed across the river.

Sluices, dams and dikes intersect the 
whole canal raising the level of the water 
and making it navigable for sea-going ves­
sels. The main part of these constructions 
is already completed. The following strik­
ing figures illustrate the enormous work 
tha t  has been carried out: 1,800,000 cubic 
metres of rock, 0,700,000 cubic metres of 
earth, 331,000 cubic metres of concrete, 
etc. This means a considerably bigger 
volume of work accomplished than either 
the Panama or the Suez Canals.

The importance of the new White Sea- 
Baltic Canal is enormous. The wealth of 
Karelia, — the Karelian timber, the Ivlii- 
biny apatite , the coal of Pechora, granite 
etc. — is incalculable. Hitherto tire ab­
sence of highroads for transport was the 
main difficulty which hampered the develop­
ment of the productive forces of tha t  
country. It possesses only one railway, 
the Murman railway. The White Sca-Bal- 
tic Canal solves this most important ques­
tion.

Big ships sailing from Leningrad to the 
White Sea will no longer have to follow 
a roundabout route along the shores of
Scandinavia. They will be able to go by 
the shortest direct route.

The last constructions which will make 
the canal navigable for sea going vessels 
arc being completed. In the summer of
1033 the ships will for the first time use 
the White Sca-Baltic Canal.

One of the most in­
teresting projects 
to be realised dur­
ing the seeonu Five- 
Year I eriod is the 
construction of a 
ca al connects g the 
Volga and the Mos­

cow River

On the photo: 
engineer Semionov, 
chief of tlie group 
who drew up the 
project,  before the 
scheme of the Vol­
ga - Moscow River 
Canal
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Literature and Art

THE CONGE ESS OK SOVIET WJt ITEMS

Our journal has already taken note of 
the reconstruction of the Soviet literary 
and art organisations, which resulted in 
the formation of a United League of 
Soviet Writers.

In autumn of 1932 in Moscow took place 
the first enlarged plenum of the Organis­
ational Committee of the League, attended 
by writers of the RSFSR, the Ukraine, the 
Transcaucasian Federation, Tartaria ,  Turk­
menia. the Crimean Republic, Molda­
via, Tadjikis tan, Uzbekistan, Kirghizia.  
Kazakstan, Siberia, the Udmurt Region. 
129 delegates in all. About 500 writers and 
members of literary circles were present 
as guests.

*

The first plenum of the United League 
of Soviet Writers coincided with the lo th  
anniversary of the October Revolution. 
Thus the results summed up at the plenum 
were at the same time the results of the 
development of Soviet literature for the 
past fifteen years.

Soviet literature appears before the whole 
world with an enormous list of names and 
works created in the land of the October 
Revolution.

The first theme, which expressed the 
strongest ties which bind our literature to 
present-day life, wras that  of civil war. 
in a number of important works the he­
roic years of struggle against armed coun­
ter-revolution and intervention have been 
portrayed. The creation of such works 
was for the writers a great test of their 
revolutionary qualification and of their 
creative forces and mastery.

Socialist construction has opened up 
a new7 period in the development of Soviet 
literature, having been responsible for 
works in which there appear the living 
images of the men of the Five-Year Plan, 
images of the new7 village, of State and 
collective farms.

These creative efforts made possible 
only by a decisive struggle against the 
hostile influences of the old world forces 
acting in literature as potently as in the 
other spheres of economic and cultural 
life. The organisations of proletarian writ­

ers, which existed in the preceding period, 
helped to conduct this struggle.

The main body of writers who witnessed 
1 lie downfall of the pillars of the old world, 
the progress of gigantic construction, the 
growth of unprecedented enthusiasm on 
the part of millions of people, resolutely 
and irrevocably took their stand on the 
side of the Soviet government.

These events led to the unification of 
all Soviet authors in a single league, which 
replaced the former literary organisations, 
whose limitations had begun to hamper 
the further development of Soviet l iter­
ature.

The decision of the Central Committee 
of the Communist. Party concerning the 
dissolution of those organisations and the 
creation of a United League of Soviet 
Writers (as well as a league of artists, 
composers, etc.) was carried out on April 
23, 1932. Only a few months elapsed from 
that  date to the plenum. The plenum 
gave a striking proof of the absolute cor­
rectness of this decision.

All writers,  including many of those 
who hitherto had taken no active part in 
social-literary life, came to the plenum 
in order to declare their close allegiance 
with the construction of socialism in the 
USSR.

Dozens of representatives of the liter­
ature of the RSFSR, the Ukraine, Georgia 
and other Union republics passed before 
the plenum. Some of them were proletar­
ian authors, others old writers who grew 
up under conditions of bourgeois culture, 
such as Audrey Rely and Mikhail Prishvin. 
What was the bond uniting them all? It 
w7as the desire to fight for the construction 
of a socialist society, the desire to work 
on the creation of socialist culture.

The plenum was a demonstration of 
a brotherly alliance between the literature 
of the nations of the USSR and proved that  
the October Revolution had really caused 
a revival of art among all nations which 
were previously oppressed. Suffice it to 
mention that  the Ukrainian State Publish­
ing House possesses a reserve of 20 long 
novels, some of which are extremely ori­
ginal, both in point of art and ideas.



The plenum devoted much attention to 
the problems of the theory of literature, 
of style and of artistic method. Of all 
theoretical questions the fundamental one 
a t  the present stage is that  of ‘‘socialist 
realism” as a style of Soviet literature. 
This slogan does not mean, of course, that 
all writers are hound to follow a uniform 
method. The principal and most profound 
meaning of the formula of socialist realism 
is the demand that  the artist should be 
truthful and should not snapshot isolated 
facts which may often distort the real 
picture of life, lie  should be truthful in 
the sense that  lie should reveal the leading 
tendencies of actual life, showing the present 
( vents in the fullness of their  development. 
Such method does not contradict the pres­
ence of revolutionary romanticism in Soviet 
literature, a romanticism which expresses 
the exitedness of the author, his ten­
dency to get an insight into the future of 
the Soviet Union.

This position determines the tasks of 
Soviet criticism.

A Soviet crit ic must not be one who de­
stroys or extols a writer on account of the 
presumed ideas of the wTitcr and the pre­

sumed lack of correspondence between these 
views and the standpoint of the critic him­
self. A Soviet critic is bound to lay empha­
sis on actual life which the artist repre­
sents in his images and show’ the degree 
to which the artist approaches to or deviates 
from real life. It is only in this way that 
it is possible to investigate the causes of 
success or failure of a given author. It 
goes without saying that  only Soviet cri­
ticism based on the principles of the teach­
ing of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, 
is able to present such an analysis of the 
literary work and is therefore capable 
of helping the author in correcting his 
errors and developing his creative abilities.

The plenum also discussed various kinds 
of Soviet literature and indicated, among 
others, the great achievements of Soviet 
drama and the enormous importance of 
plays for the Soviet Union, where plays 
enjoy particularly popularity among the 
masses.

Soviet literature enters the 10th year 
of the October Revolution with assets 
of indisputable successes, and is setting 
itself tasks worthy of the great work which 
is being performed in the Soviet Union.

EXTRACTS EROM SPEECHES D ELIV ER ED  AT TH E PLENUM OF THE UNITED 
LEAGUE OF SOVIET W RITERS

I. Gronsky,
President of the Organisational Com­
mittee of the United League of Soviet 
Writers

'l’lie creation of a United League of 
Soviet Writers has been rendered possible 
owing to a change in the a tt i tude  of the 
broadest masses of the old intelligentsia 
which grew’ up under conditions of bour­
geois culture, a change in favour of the 
socialist Revolution. This change has been 
prepared by the whole preceding develop­
ment of the proletarian Revolution.

The old intelligentsia saw’ that the bol­
sheviks were right. They were convinced 
of it bv such facts as the crisis of world 
economy, the successful realisation of the 
Five-Year Plan, the victorious develop­
ment of collectivisation and the wide sweep 
of the cultural advancement in our country. 
And on becoming convinced that  the bol­
sheviks were in the right,  the intelligentsia 
turned in a body towards the Soviet govern­
ment.

The wTitcrs are not separated from the 
rest of the intelligentsia by any Chinese 
Wall.  They constitute one of its most pro­
gressive socially active detachments. The 
change, to which I have just referred, took 
place also among the writers.

The old writers, the old masters of liter­
ature turned towards the Soviet Govern­
ment, towards the socialist Revolution. 
This is a fact which is so obvious, that 
hardly anyone would venture to dispute it.

/. KuUk,

President of the Organisational Com­
mittee of the League of Soviet Writers of 
the Ukraine.

Never has Soviet Ukrainian literature 
experienced such a renascence of its creat­
ive activity as now. ' th is is sufficiently 
proved by a mere enumeration of the most 
important works vr i len  by Ukrainian writ­
ers during the past few years.

Epik has written a novel, “ Petro Romen ', 
llvylievoy has completed his new novel.



"‘Mikola". I. Mikitenko lias written a new 
play. Ciordy Kotsuba lias written an im­
portant book on Dnieprostroy, Miroslav 
Irehnn— a new play, “ Two Orders” , Ar­
kady Lubclicnko a play, "‘The Kartli 
is Aflame". Ostap Vishnya has abandoned 
his tales of rural life and small fcuillctons 
in favour of big novels, lie  has just  com­
pleted a novel dealing with the Donbass.

Lc is working on the novel “ Integral" .  
A. Kopylenko, I. Semcheiiko and 1. Ki­
rilenko have published new books. New 
collections of verses have been prepared 
by Tychina, Bazhan, Yanovsky and Pcr- 
vomaisky.

An enormous change has taken place 
among the Ukrainian writers. Most of them 
arc sincerely supporting the .Soviet govern­
ment, they sincerely wish to take part in 
socialist construction.

We can boldly assert that  the Ukrainian 
literature is no longer narrow or provinc­
ial, as wras recently the case. Tsarist 
oppression made it  narrow and provincial 
and the Ukrainian bourgeois chauvinists 
tried to keep it in tha t  state. We can state 
with pride tha t  Ukrainian fiction now 
occupies a place of honour in Soviet liter­
ature.

N. Tikhonov

You all know of the changes tha t  have 
taken place and are taking place in the 
country. If you will travel over the USSR 
you will discover enormous changes wher­
ever you go. The whole country is in a state 
similar to tha t  of a gigantic conveyor. 
'Pilings, men, characters arc being refash­
ioned and produced, livery thing is in a 
state  of colossal flux. Need one add that  
it  is a most grateful task to live and write 
in such an epoch.

Lev Nikulin

The non-party intelligentsia, the non- 
party  writer went through a series of most 
complicated vicissitudes. The non-party 
writer witnessed assaults made on the Party 
by its enemies; gradually lie was educated, 
changed and finally he was able to grasp 
such conditions and things, which ten years 
ago did not impress him. Gradually (I am 
forced here to speak for myself) this  re­
education went so far that  at the moment 
when I work on a book I no longer expe­
rience the influences of these circumstances.

I write as 1 feel, but when 1 read over 
my work from beginning to end, I note 
with joy that  in no way does it contradict 
the Marxian world conception, and it seems 
to me that I am writing a book for the Party 
and the question of the Party in the book 
itself becomes a perfectly simple one for 
me.

Audrey Bely

The very debate we are having today is 
in itself an eloquent answer to the call 
which we heard yesterday. This fact shows 
that the question of some kind of an agree­
ment,  of some mutual understanding has 
become ripe and, as far as I can sec, this 
fact indicates th a t  the Dnieprostroys of 
literature must be built ,  Dnieprostroys 
which prove not only the quantity  of new 
talents and groups but also the qua li ta t­
ive regeneration of individual writers 
and groups, not by means of outward le­
veling but by means of a mutual overcom­
ing of difficulties.

Undoubtedly all questions of cultural 
revolution inspire us with great enthus­
iasm. There is a consciousness that my writ­
er’s “ bench” has been socialised by the 
State,  and since such is the case how can 
I fail to struggle in order that  it be in 
good working order?

M. Brishdn

In my opinion a writer must write rather 
than  speak. Personally, I can only speak 
when I am among friends. Merc, in this 
society I shall speak. I shall tell you what 
I felt when I read the decision of the Cen­
tral  Committee of the Party .  I am supposed 
to be an old writer, but I do not regard 
myself as such. When I begin a new book 
I look out for something new’, I feel myself 
young. Now I am the youngest writer be­
cause I have just started a new book.

I believe th a t  nowhere in the world is 
there such protection extended to the writ- 
ers as in this  country. I think it is extra­
ordinary. Jus t  now shock brigading has 
entered the sphere of literature. This has 
a profound meaning. I have dreamt all 
my life of poets coming from the lowest 
strata  of the proletariat and peasantry.

1 am also a revolutionary. Had I been 
another kind of man I would not have per­
formed creative work, and yet at least 
three-fourths of my best works have been 
created after the Revolution.



•‘EGOR BULYCHOV AND OTHERS" 
AT THE VAKHTANGOV THEATRE

Egor Bulychov's grandfather was a rafts­
man. He was a muzhik, whose power lay 
in the grasping and tenacious brain which 
helped him work himself up in the world. 
Gorky has given a good many portraits 
of such men, greedy for life and gain, who 
upon going through the severe school of 
hunger, privations, social disfranchisement, 
rose to the surface, not sparing their enor­
mous physical powers and giving lit tle 
thought to what in this harsh and dark 
life is called “ conscience” .

The grandfather worked himself up and 
his father did so too. His father no longer 
shivered on autumn nights on the Volga 
rafts, and did not bleed his callous hands 
by hard toil. Egor Bulychov’s father went 
to the city and started in business. This 
was probably in the seventies of the past 
century when the semi-Asiatic country 
with feverish haste tasted of the first 
fruits of the capitalist system and the lo­
comotive of Russian history already sped 
along the rails which brought the empire 
to the European markets. Money became 
the dominent factor of the epoch. Wealth 
became the dream of all those who had been 
drawn into this headlong play of stock 
exchange speculations, stock companies and 
banking manipulations.

The “ Bulychovs” were growing rich. 
Yesterday’s rafters, drovers, publicans, vil-

By G. S o b o l e v

lage shopkeepers, crude capital ists whose 
money was kept in household jugs, were 
growing “ civilised” . Quit-rent muzhiks, 
who during the epoch of “ great reforms’ 
received freedom without land, were build­
ing factories. Tall chimneys began to belch 
forth smoke on the dismal Russian steppe.

All of these Zhukovs, Morozovs, Konova­
lovs, Guchkovs who still  remembered the 
fetters of serfdom were becoming masters 
of life. Indeed, Konovalovs grandfather 
was a slave, the “ baptised property” of 
the landlord; his grandson became a mini­
ster of the provisional Russian government 
which replaced the imperial power. The 
imperial power had held Guchkov's grand­
father in bondage, and his grandson went 
to Pskov to “ seek” the abdication of the 
last Romanov.

Such were the dialectics of the rise of 
the Russian bourgoisie .  Maxim Gorky 
in his “ Egor Bulychov” gives a magnificent 
portrait  of a man of the same ravenous type 
to which belonged the Guchkovs, Konova­
lovs, Zhukovs, Riabushinskys. Only E g o r  
Bulychov's fate was different. We do not 
know how his grandfather and father liv­
ed, bu t  we surmise that  they had that viol­
ent temperament which precisely because 
of its reeklcsness, ruthlesness, precisely 
because it  knew no measure or limit, led 
to degeneration within half a century.
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The grandson of the rough-hewn muzhik 
who drove rafts down the Volga, Egor 
Bulychov, suffered in old age such mortal 
anguish as had not been experienced by his 
father and would have been totally  inexplic­
able to his grandfather, but which brought 
Egor to complete moral prostration.

This breed of men greedy for life and gain 
began to give in. These men whose ance­
stors had felled woods, uprooted the land, 
robbed on the highways, cheated folks in 
the beerhouses, underweighed them in 
their shops, fed them rotten meat in the 
factories and did their brutal work of en­
richment without th inking or philosophis­
ing, these men, in this new age, filled with 
the presentiment of the revolutionary storm, 
suddenly sank in spirit  and body. Their 
blood proved to be sclerotic. And their 
conscience which had not known any re­
proaches was suddenly beset with doubt. 
They began to be troubled with painful 
thought.

This process of withering, this picture 
of decline was given by Gorky, with the 
mercilesncss of the greatest realist , both 
in “ Foma Gordeev” and in “ The Artomo- 
novs” . In “ Egor Bulychov“ the moral 
and physical death of one of the represent­
atives of the big Russian bourgeoisie re­
veals the moral decay of the class as a 
whole.

Gorky's new play is one of the most 
powerful of his works in which is so fully 
revealed the process of accumulation, 
growth, consolidation and disintegration of 
Russian capitalism. Engels, expressing his 
admiration of Balsac’s masterpieces, said 
that  some pages of this  mighty realistic 
artist might successfully replace complete 
treatises on social-economic questions. E n ­
gels’ statement is fully applicable to Gorky 's 
play. His play, being filled to the brim 
with the deepest social content, represents 
proof of the fact that  the author by purely 
artistic methods is fulfilling the most 
difficult task of convincing and forceful 
agitation. Gorky, portraying Egor Buly­
chov on the background of his class found­
ation, reveals his internal world and the 
intricate complexity of those human rela­
tions which are woven around the personal 
drama of the hero of the play. Egor Buly­
chov is revealed in all of his contradictions. 
He is convincing because he is shown through 
a prism of the interplay of light and shadow. 
The cojours are well distributed and the 
psychological analysis is done with great 
subtlety. The collapse of Egor Bulychov 
is revealed and explained even though the

artist  does not resort to those ••labels“ 
which playwrights following the line of 
least resistance so readily paste upon their 
personages.

The drama by its name stresses the fact 
that  it is precisely Egor Bulychov upon 
whom the attention of the author is focus­
sed. “ Egor Bulychov and Others" is the 
name given to his play by Gorky who 
thus emphasises that he will expose the 
contrasts existing between Bulychov and 
those surrounding him. About the “ others“ 
a new play must be written for in this one 
which is devoted to Egor Bulychov they 
are given only in splendid outline.

Through Egor Bulychov's personal drama 
the author raises the highly complex so­
cial problem of the historically predeter­
mined doom of his class.

When Egor Bulychov grows prematurely 
old and he, a thoroughly earthly man who 
has a carnal appetite  for life, is doubled 
up by a severe disease, he suddenly realises 
that he had lived “ apart from real life“ . 
Everything that had constituted the basis 
of his existence went to pieces before 
his piercing and suffering gaze. What had 
formed the foundation of his grandfather 
and father — family, religion and the 
State — slipped away from under him.

Here is the woman who is his “ legal 
spouse". She is loquacious, coarse, disgust­
ingly stupid, she cannot be depended upon 
either for aid or counsel. She is prepared 
to rob the dying Bulychov. Here is the eld­
er daughter: she is calculating, greedy, 
she is of the same species of carnivorous 
ravens who flock to Bulychov's death-bed. 
Here is her husband — a glib lawyer, 
a slick liberal who has “ neither conscience 
nor honour behind his sou l '5. A polished 
swindler, he will dexterously adapt him­
self when the Revolution conics.

It begins to appear that  everybody around 
Bulychov — the immediate relations, the 
old partners, the trusted employees— all 
those who together with him took part in 
the arduous and sinful task of enrichment, 
are his worst enemies. They whet their 
sharp fangs, they cover up by foxen tails 
the slyness of their secret designs and like 
jackals are prepared to fling themselves 
upon his inheritance even without waiting 
for the last sigh of the dying man. And 
the only joy of Egor B u’ychov is derived 
from what constitutes the “ breach ’ of his 
family relations, the younger daughter born 
out of wedlock, and the simp e house­
maid who, having become his lover, gave 
him sweet tenderness which Bulychov so
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painfully lacked in his “ legitimate" fa­
mily.

There is no family, nor is there any church. 
The church is personified in father Pavlin, 
a sly, false individual, who behind his 
long, shallow and bombastic sermons poorly 
covers up his own indifference to what con­
stitu tes the essence of religion. And next 
to father Pavlin is the abbess Melania, a 
sister of Bulychov's own wife who in the 
past had herself “  s inned '? with Bulychov. 
Can she be trusted  by Bulychov who well 
remembers her beastly sensualness? And 
these servants of the church plead with 
him in the name of God, threaten him with 
hell and promise heaven should lie, Egor 
Bulychov, buy this ‘‘eternal bliss" at 
the price of a commercial deal profitable 
to the church. No, away with both Pavlin 
and Melania, away with God, the devil,  
and the ‘‘blessed" Propotev by whose naive 
charlatanery they want to cure the hope­
lessly sick old man.

The Slate...  Was it so many years ago. 
that  the tsar himself had shaken hands 
with Bulychov during the celebration of 
the House of the Romanov’s tercentary, 
and all of Kostroma looked on with envy 
at this honour bestowed upon the merchant 
Bulychov. And he, greedy, acquisit ive, 
bold and ravenous, who did not know of 
mercy for his competitors in business, had 
once felt that he was living in the security 
of tsarist laws, this system with governors 
and sheriffs. And now it appears that  the 
tsar is a mediocrity who had lost one war 
to the Japanese and has now involved him­
self. “ God knows what for" ,  in another. 
It appears that the system which main­

tained itself by bayonets and whips failed 
to safeguard the country against a Revo­
lution, against those workers who want 
to live without bosses and to govern their 
own lives as their own masters.

The bosses... During his life Egor Buly­
chov has seen enough of them and, having 
seen, realised that “ theft is a legal business". 
“ It is not you who steals, it is the ruble 
that  steals. It is itself the main th ie f ."  
What a simple tru th  this was! But it ap­
peared that there was some new truth which 
upset Egor Bulychov's consciousness and 
exposed the profound falseness of his con­
victions which had only recently been ex­
pressed in the solid formula: “ It is my 
business to make money, it is the business 
of the muzhik to work."

And so everything — family, God, the 
State — vanished. Disease-ridden Egor 
Bulychov looks into the mirror and tells 
himself: “ You are in a bad fix, Egor, liven 
your face isn't yours somehow. What are 
you guilty of? t ill?" And he finds no 
answer. There is no way out of the impasse 
of doubt and moral void. And for the last 
Lime Egor Bulychov is bent upon “ mis­
chief". Egor has done enough mischief 
in his life, but this time he is bent on mis­
chief making with calculated spite, with 
vicious railery, with clever sarcasm: a naive 
charlatan comes to him, a fireman who 
cures all diseases by the sound of a trumpet,  
for sixteen rubles. Bulychov gave the t rum ­
peter sixteen rubles and ordered him, in 
mockery of himself and of all of Egor's 
relatives, to blow his silly trumpet. And 
the trumpet roars, and Bulychov furiously 
laughs, for the ridiculous charlatan
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the fireman heralds forth the end of 
the world. Let the trumpet play louder! 
To the devil with the old world! It eraeks 
and erumldes! Let it! Let the truinpeler 
play louder!

Suddenly a deep symbol is revealed in 
this secne. In the episode with the t rum ­
peter Egor Bulychov's personal drama as­
sumes a universal significance. It is not 
Egor Bulychov, it is the class of Bulychovs 
that is breaking down.

And when Egor Bulychov is dying, cling­
ing to life to the last minute, cursing death, 
there, in the street, beyond the windows 
of the solid home of the Bulychovs, rises 
a bold song: the Revolution marches. To 
the tune of its victorious hymn comes to 
an end the life of the restless, sinful, 
distressed, unsupportablc Egor Bulyehov.

In Gorky's play Bulychov holds the 
central plaee. Everything around him is 
merely a background. And all the “ others” 
laek the monumentality of Bulyehov.

The performance at the Vakhtangov 
Theatre revealed the soeial atmosphere by 
which Bulyehov is surrounded. The stage- 
manager Zakhava created an atmosphere

which brings us back to the days of the eve 
of February 1917, and found the proper 
characteristics for each part no matter how 
cursorily drawn.

The aetor Shehukin plays the part  of 
Bulychov with tremendous power. He uses 
a great variety of eolours and creates a 
portrait woven from various shades: humour 
which sounds like scalding sarcasm; ten­
derness flaring up at times for his daugh­
ter Shura and the maid Glafira; undisguised 
hate and rudeness towards all the others, 
tenaeious greed for life — all this is revealed 
in the integrity whieh drives home to the 
spectator the image of Bulychov in its 
entire fulness and depth. Shehukin does 
not accentuate the biologieal details, giv­
ing Egor Bulyehov s physiology in a few 
sparing strokes. Shehukin, like a true artis t ,  
understood that  the drama of Egor Buly­
chov’s death is not in the disease of the 
liver.

“ Egor Bulychov’’ raises a number of 
most important questions of principle re­
garding the creative ways and methods 
of the Soviet theatre. It is both a lesson 
and an exhortation.

“ THE FLAME OF PARIS” “

On November 7th, the XVth anniversary 
of the October Revolution, the Leningrad 
State Theatre of Opera and Ballet per­
formed for the first i tmc “ The Flame of 
Paris ’, a ballet dealing with the Great 
French Revolution and specially written 
for the revolutionary anniversary. The 
music wras composed by B. Asaficv (also 
known under the pseudonym of Igor Gle- 
bov), the l ibretto was written by N. Vol­
kov and V. Dmitriev, and the ballet was 
directed by ballet-master V. Vayonen 
(danecs) and Sergey Radlov (mimic seencs). 
Preparations are now under way to produec 
the ballet in the Moscow Grand Theatre, 
one of its  aets having already been per­
formed on November (>th during the anni­
versary celebration.

“ The blame of Par is ’’ eannot be regarded 
as a ballet in the ordinary sense of the word. 
This is a eomplex spcetaele not eonfined to 
the framework of an ordinary ballet per­
formance, and constituting the result of 
organic co-operation between the play- 
wrright,  ballet-master, eomposcr and direc­
tor. The new principle embodied in “ The

Flame of Par is” is the production, on the 
basis of the elassie dance, of a dramatic 
and musieal spectaele in which daneing 
as sueh is not an ornamental diversion but 
naturally arises out of the aetion itself, 
lienee an entirely approach to all the ele­
ments of the daneing speetacle. An intel­
ligent, elear, and dramaturgically well 
arranged subjeet, serious, interesting mu­
sic, as a result not only of creative art 
but also of an extensive historical study 
of musie, entirely new ehoreographie set­
tings — these arc the outstanding charac­
teristics of “ The Flame of Par is” .

N. Volkov,
one of the authors of the libretto 
“ The Flame of Par is”

A DANCING PERFORMANCE ON THE 
FEAT OF T H E  MARSEILLE BATTALION

In working on “ The Flame of Par is” 
we eonecived the libretto not only as an 
outline of the story but as a speeial ballet 
dramaturgy not limited merely to the com­
position of the story but seeking a general 
style for all the means of expression through
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the ballet. Our task consisted of creating 
a choreographic spectacle of a monumental 
character based upon the materials of the 
Great French Revolution.

We decided upon the year 1792 when 
the royal power was finally overthrown. 
The main event to us was August 10th, 
the capture of the Tuileries Palace. At the 
head of the masses who stormed the palace 
was the then famous Marseille batta lion 
which came to Paris from the South in 
the summer of 1792. It is this battalion 
which represents the principal hero of our 
ballet.

We looked for materials for our libretto 
everywhere — in engravings, art works, 
memoires of contemporaries and in histor­
ical works. The statement found in one of 
the documents to the effect tha t  the young 
actress Catherine Pochette on August 2nd, 
1792, joined the batta lion  of the “ Red 
Roys” in Paris gave us the picture of one 
of the central roles of “ The Flame of 
Par is” , the royal ballet dancer joining the 
Revolution.

The second female part ,  tha t  of a peas­
ant girl participating in the Marseille ad­
vance, was also inspired by the story of 
women members of the army. Among them 
for instance was Barbara Paran, the daugh­
ter  of a cooper of Valenciennes.

“ The Flame of Par is” has four acts di­
vided into eight scenes. It begins almost 
like an idyll,  a peaceful scene, the collect­
ing of brushwood by a peasant family in 
the  landlord’s wood. However, the idyll 
is soon disturbed by the hunt of his lord- 
ship the Marquis, who owns the wood and 
who deals cruelly" with the “ boors” daring 
to interfere with the “ noble recreation” . 
The action is then transferred to Mar­
seilles at the time of the proclamation of 
the  slogan “ The Country is in Danger" 
and formation of the Marseille battalion.

The second act is devoted completely 
to the banquet given by the royal guard 
to the Flandrcs regiment arriving in Paris 
(here the chronological events have been 
somewhat shifted, an earlier episode being 
shown in 1792).

The third act depicts the events which 
look place on the night of August 9 —10, 
1792. The first scene is performed on the 
square near the Jacobin club, the second 
represents the capture of Tuileries itself.

A solemn ceremony in honour of the 
victims of August 10th begins the fourth 
and last act of the ballet. We wanted to 
bring upon the scene torches throwing a 
dim light upon the mob bristling with

lances around the funeral pyramid with 
the simple inscription: “ Hush, they are 
resting” . This is followed by the festival, 
“ The Triumph of the Republic” staged in 
accord with the mise-en-scene of the artist 
David, and the whole ballet  ends in an 
outdoor ball on the ruins of the Bastille.

One of the peculiarities of “ The Flame 
of Par is” is the participation in it of a chorus. 
Chorus singing at the highest emotional 
moments adds force to the musical fabric 
of the ballet and does not contradict the 
general “ si len t” character of the action.

Sergey Radio v,
director of “ The Flame of Par is”

A NEW  BALLET STYLE

“ The Flame of Par is” is a play destined 
to open a great battle  for a new style in 
the art  of ballet.  W hat was the first and 
foremost task before us?

In the first place it  was necessary to 
restore to the art  of the classic dance the 
emotional tensity, the dramatic  concentr­
ation, the fullness of content.  Only then will 
i t  be possible seriously to th ink  of organic 
motion, of organic changes in the style 
and technique of the dancing art.

In this  struggle for an intelligent,  inter­
esting, thril ling ballet performance a re­
vision of the relations between dance and 
pantomime is essential. No doubt dancing 
in the ballet has been and remains the 
basic part of the spectacle. But  pantomime 
while not replacing the dancing must 
affect i t ,  s timulate  i t ,  prepare and condi­
tion the dramatic tensity  of the dance. 
I am referring not to the old ballet panto­
mime, this  language of the mutes.  Our 
theatre proceeded from the necessity of 
taking into account and assimilating the 
main achievements, the main conquests 
of the dramatic art in order to saturate 
with them the pantomime language of 
the dancer. It  was in this struggle for a 
new pantomime and through it for a new 
quali ty  of the ballet  performance that 
I saw my task.

I want to emphasise very much that  
in this case the co-operation between the 
director and the ballet-master proved 
to be a purely organic combination. If 
we divided the work— the. ballet-master 
attending to the dances and the director 
to the pantomime — we did it not mechan­
ically and in a number of important 
pieces combining dancing with pantomime 
we worked together, jointly seeking the
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best means of solving l he thrill ing and 
grateful task before us, that of giving in 
a musical performance a picture of the 
r.reat French Revolution, of conveying 
the atmosphere of llie epoch and of lhose 
who made i t.

Igor Glcbor,
composer of “ The Flame of Paris"
T i n :  m u s i c  o f  t u p : f r f n c m  r k -

YOLUTION

The music of the ballet “ The Flame of 
Paris” represents partly a combination 
of the historical heritage of the music 
of the Great French Revolution, and partly 
a new composition in the character and 
style of this material. I viewed this music 
with the eye of the historian. I (Rioted, 
paraphrased, complemented and developed 
the great amount of material oil hand, 
as if writing a historical musical novel, 
paraphrasing the musical historical docu­
ments in the modern instrumental lan­
guage.

I will not name the composers from 
whose works I have drawn material. In 
my work 1 proceeded not from individual 
names, and any work which interested 111c 
was valuable to me as a musical expression 
of life's contents.

The music of “ The Flame of Par is"  was 
written by me as an emotional growth

of symphonic episodes reaching a climax 
in the outburst of popular wrath during 
the capture of Tuileries (end of the third 
act).

The climax is followed by scenes of 
mass festivities in the fourth act conceiv­
ed as the finale of a heroic symphony 
which is preceded by a tragic prologue: 
this is the funeral march of Gossek accom­
panying in the performance the funeral 
of the victims of the Revolution.

In the first act of the ballet I use the 
“ Marseillaise" not as a hymn but as a mass 
song picked up by the mob during the 
formation of the Marseille battalion.

“ The old regime" (the second act the 
banquet and counter-revolutionary con­
spiracy in Versailles) is shown not in the 
style of sentimental-pastoral or salon songs 
but  on the basis of the musical material 
of Lulli, as a striking expression of French 
absolutism, and partly upon the work 
of Gluck.

If the second act represents a symphonic 
andante, the third and central act of the 
ballet, based upon the melodics of the 
national dances and mass songs, is conceiv­
ed as a broadly developed scherzo. The 
central mass dance of the third act develops 
on the tunes of the “ Carmagnole" and other 
characteristic  songs which were heard in 
the streets of Paris during the Great French 
Revolution.

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARY FILMS

The Soviet cinema industry came to 
the XVth anniversary of the October Re­
volution with a series of new creative vic­
tories. This is forcibly demonstrated by 
a number of films released in the USSR 
during the anniversary.

“ The Counter-Plan", a film produced 
by the Leningrad studio of Shyuzkino, 
is unquestionably the most interesting and 
striking of the scries. Two gifted young 
directors who have already gained a wide 
reputation in the Soviet film industry, 
Friedrich Ermlcr,  the author of “ Frag­
ments of an Umpire",  and Sergey Yut- 
kevich, whose latest production “ Golden 
Mountains" is regarded as one of the greatest 
achievements of the sound film industry 
in the USSR, combined their abilities to 
produce this new film. This collaboration 
proved to be a happy one. As a result of 
the joint work of these two directors, each 
with a strikingly expressed artistic in-

dividiialitv, a definite uftity of style has 
been achieved in “ The Counter-Plan".

“ The reality of our program m e— it 
is you and I. living people." It was upon 
these words of .1. Stalin that  the authors, 
built  their film. The struggle for a counter- 
plan of production which constitutes the 
subject of the picture is revealed here in 
the “ living and practical work of the m il­
lions" (,J. Stalin) of whom the main heroes 
of the film arc typical representatives.

The subject of “ The Counter-Plan" is 
a simple one. A great turbine factory. The 
counter-plan advanced by the workers 
to build a turbine of 50.000 kilowatt ca­
pacity — is threatened by a “ miscalcul­
a tion"  in the designing bureau, a mistake 
committed not without the participation 
of a WTccker. The entire mass of the factory 
workers mobilises itself for the struggle for 
the fulfilment of the “ counter-plan", for 
successfully carrying it into effect despite
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the* a ttempt at sabotage. The entire story 
is centred around this struggle in whicti 
different characters collide, bonds of love 
and friendship break, and — this is the 
gist of the picture — the old foreman Bab­
chenko is reclaimed to a new life.

Babchenko, the central figure of the film, 
is its  **hero” , if the traditional term is to 
be used. However, in reality there is nothing 
of a hero in him. The old foreman of the 
turbine plant is shown as an ordinary work­
er, whose joys and sorrows, whose strong 
and weak points are quite  ordinary and 
natural.  He grew up in the factory, he lives 
and breathes its life, its interests. He grum­
bles and complains at times like any other 
old man. In addition he suffers from a se­
rious malady, he is fond of his drink. He 
knows his machine like the palm of his 
own hand and he therefore docs not 
recognise any precise measurements and 
instruments but works by the eye, until 
once, after a heavy drinking bout, liis 
“ eye” fails him, resulting in the spoiling 
of the job on which he worked. It was then 
that  for the first time in his long life the 
old man, after sonic hesitation, puts the 
customary glass of vodka aside. Nor is 
there any heroism in the fact tha t  when 
the fulfilment of the “ counter-plan”  is 
threatened Babchenko is the first to find 
a way out of the difficulty and to mobilise 
his brigade, the “ old guard” , for the re­
storation of the neglected shop.

It is precisely in this simplicity and 
humanness of the old foreman that  his 
power lies. Throughout the film Babchenko 
provokes the deepest sympathy among the 
audience, from the moment when, aggriev­
ed by his failure in the factory, he soaks 
himself full of alcohol to the tune of a 
most vulgar graminophone record, until the 
final shots when after the victory of the 
counter-plan and the successful test of 
the f>0,(M)0 kilowatt turbine the old man 
decides to join the Party  and drinks a 
t iny glass of vodka “ in honour of the new 
communist Babchenko” . The magnificent 
acting of Gardin, who plays the part of 
Babchenko, is largely responsible for the 
powerful impression made upon the au­
dience by the figure of the old foreman. 
The actor succeeded in finding methods of 
playing, and in assuming a general appear­
ance, voice and gestures which create a 
truly artist ic generalisation of the social, 
living and psychological characteristics of 
an old worker.

Another unquestionable success of the 
film is the figure of the secretary of the

Communist Party nucleus of the factory. 
Here, too, the directors and the gifted ac­
tor Tenin, who performs this part,  suc­
ceeded in creating a very human, unstilted 
and genial type of man. Vassily is quite  
as ordinary a worker as Babchenko, and 
as any other member of the huge working 
force of the factory. To him, too, “ nothing 
human is a lien” . But in his relations with 
the workers, in his approach to them, 
whether party  or non-party, there is so 
much heartiness and human understanding, 
and on the other hand so much firmness 
and such an abil i ty  to subordinate person­
al sentiments to the interest of the cause, 
that  on the whole this  figure must be re­
garded as one of the best personifications 
of a communist  and leader ever created on 
the Soviet stage or film.

“ The Counter-Plan” is based upon the 
principle of artist ic realism. It freely com­
bines elements of healthy romance with 
joyous comedy, dramatic in tensity with 
lyric warmth. Scenes saturated with the 
intense dynamics of daily life and toil in 
the factory alternate with unimpeachable 
pictures of Leningrad's while nights.

The music written by the young Soviet 
composer Shostakovich is organically wov­
en into  the artistic fabric of the film. 
It not only accompanies but  accentuates 
the events in the picture, helping to re­
veal them and bring their meaning home 
lo the spectator. It is also necessary to 
note the splendid sound effects of this 
film which cxcclls all previous Soviet 
sound films.

Special mention should be made of 
the work of the painter-architect Dubrov- 
sky-Eshkc who built  within the film stu­
dio a giant department of a metal factory 
with all of its machines and lathes.

Man as the vehicle, creator and accom­
pli slier of the great plan of socialist con­
struction holds the centre of still another 
film production devoted to the XYtli anni­
versary of October. We refer to “ Ivan” , a 
new work of the gifted Ukrainian director 
A. Dovjcnko. This is a story of a simple 
village lad, of thousands others like him 
who come from the villages, from collect­
ive farms, to the great construction jobs 
of the country, a story of those by whose 
hands has been created the Dnieper power 
station and who in the process of creating 
this power station threw off the burden of 
custom and tradition, of petty personal inter­
ests, and grew into the new socialist type.

The method chosen by Dovjcnko differs 
from that by which Ermlcr and Yutkevich



solved their task. While “ The Counter- 
P lan ” is built  upon a display of single 
figures, of individual characters, Ivan is 
rather a collective figure, the incarnation 
of thousands of village hoys who upon 
entering a building job make their first 
timid step towards the proletariat and then 
begin, at first uncertainly but later more 
and more boldly and confidently, to step 
forward, towards communist labour, to­
wards education, towards the Party.

As in Dovjcnko’s earlier works, objects, 
materials at times dominate the picture 
overshadowing the characters. To be sure, 
the nature of these objects has changed — 
concrete piles and metal structures taking 
the place of the blooming apple-trees 
of “ The B a r th ’’.

Quiet shores of the Dnieper. White 
blocks of ice majestically,  noiselessly glide 
along the surface of the river. From afar 
come the  voices of singing girls. White 
clouds curl over beds of rush. From the 
village peacefully scattered along the shore 
comes Ivan. But suddenly the author turns 
the camera away from this scene. Stillness 
is gone. The Dnieper roars over the rapids, 
foams among the rocks. Men blow7 up na­
ture. Din and ratt le, whistling of locomo­
tives, crashing of concrete from upset 
buckets. Ivan is agitated and dismayed, 
overawed by the blazing fires, by the ra tt l ­
ing of the excavators, by the gigantic pa­
norama of the construction job.

Such is the story of the film. Further 
Ave see this  feeling of dismay gradually 
disappear in the process of labour and 
make room for a sense of assurance. Ivan 
begins to see and understand the things 
around him in a new way. The film ends 
with two episodes revealing the further 
career of our hero. Ivan is admitted to the 
Party and enters a university. And yester­
day 's  meek youth turns to the professors 
of a higher school, to the keepers of know­
ledge and science with the cheerful and 
bold challenge: “ Comrades Professors, tell 
Ivan all you know” .

Quite a distinct place among the October 
films belongs to the work of Esther Shub 
entitled “ K .S .E .” (Young Communist 
League — Patron of Electrification). This is 
a  documentary film which has attained a 
very high artist ic standard.

Lenin's words tha t  communism is Soviet 
power plus electrification served as the 
basis for practical, everyday “ patronage*’ 
by the Young Comtnunist League over the 
work of electrifying the Soviet Union. 
Shub's film which exhibits to the spectator

a broad canvass of the electrification of 
the country shows how the youth of the 
Soviet Union exercises its patronage among 
the vanguard of the builders of the social­
ist society, mastering the technique of 
electricity, this basis of material culture 
of socialism.

In the first shots of the film, in its over­
ture which boldly reveals the “ kitchen" 
of the picture (here we see the sound-film 
itself in process of production) the spect­
ator secs and hears “ Tcrmenvoks ", the 
“ music of the fu ture",  a metallic rod from 
which the soloist derives, without touching 
it,  by merely moving the hand to and 
fro, floods of sounds of an unusually gentle 
and deep timbre. In the concluding sceties 
the spectator is shaken by thunder and 
lightning produced by one tu rn  of the 
switch by Academician Chernyshov from 
a high voltage installation in his Lenin­
grad laboratory. Between these two ex­
treme points, throughout the six parts 
of the film, the spectator receives the re­
ports of the struggles and victories of the 
young communists — lamp makers of 
Moscow’, electric welders of Leningrad, 
builders of the Dzoragct electrical station, 
concrete makers of Dnicprostroy.

The film itself, from beginning to end, 
is nothing but a striking demonstration 
of victories of electrification in the field 
of sound films. Throughout the picture 
sound is reproduced with exceptional pre­
cision and purity. The spectator hears every 
detail of an international telephone con­
versation. Militant speeches at a meeting 
make the spectator a living participant 
of it.  Dnicprostroy sounds from the scrcan, 
a complete industrial symphony of noises 
and rattles.

All of these living links of electrification 
collected in an “ electric” sound picture 
and presented with great expressiveness 
make the “ K .S .E ."  into a highly interest­
ing, exciting and truly artist ic spectacle.

In this review we have dealt with only 
the most outstanding of the films released 
during the days of the October anniversary. 
Lack of space prevents us from discussing 
in detail the other films released at the same 
time. Wc shall limit ourselves to mentioning 
tw7o of them as the most characteristic in 
addition to those which made up the subject 
of this  review. This is “ Shakir” produced 
by the State Cinema Studio of Georgia and 
devoted to the question of collectivisation 
in the national republics, and “ Three 
Soldiers” , a film produced by the Leningrad 
Soyuzkino studio.
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NEW PLAYS IN MOSCOW THEATRES

In honour of the loth  anniversary of 
the October Revolution some of the Moscow 
theatres produced a number of new plays 
that  were first performed during the holi­
days on November f>, 7, and 8.

The State Lit tle  Theatre produced “ The 
Defeat".  This play dealing with the period 
of the civil war is based on the famous 
novel by Fadeev, “ The Nineteen” . It was 
also staged during the October holidays 
in another Moscow theatre — the Lenin- 
District Theatre.

Another play devoted to the subject of 
civil war is “ Mstislav the Brave” written 
by Proot. It was staged at the Moscow 
Workers Art Theatre.

The Second Art Theatre had on “ Earth  
and Sky"  by P. and Y. Toor. The main 
idea underlining the play is to show how 
in the practice of socialist construction 
the solution of particular * problems is 
combined with the solution of general 
ones, “ ear th” with “ sky” , manufacture 
of field-glasses with the discovery of new 
stars. This play also touches upon the pro­
blems of the intelligentsia in the period 
of Revolution, a subject that  is also t rea t­

ed in Afinogenov's play “ F ea r"  which has 
met with great success.

The Moscow Dramatic Theatre — form­
erly Korsli — chose for the holidays 
the play of V. Kataev “ Speed up, t im e ” , 
which shows the great enthusiasm of the 
people engaged in one of the biggest works 
of socialist construction.

Another very interesting play is “ My 
Friend” by the well known playwright 
N. Pogodin, staged at the Theatre of Revo­
lution. The leading character in this play is 
the chief of construction of a new big plant,  
fie is a real type of the heroes of socialist 
construction, a fine, simple, modest person 
creating big things.

“ The story of the city of Glupov” was 
the new holiday production staged at 
the Satiric Theatre. The new play is not 
dealing exactly with the contemporary 
problems, but is a splendid satire based 
on Saltykov-Shchedrin s book under the 
same tit le,  presenting one of the finest 
masterpieces of classic literature.

The well known artists Kukryniks, the 
brill iant masters of satiric art,  have helped 
in the staging of this play.

SOVIET COMPOSERS ORGANISE

The musical composers of the USSR 
have recently founded their own union. 
The main object of this  organisation is 
to rally all composers and other prominent 
musicians who have adopted the Soviet 
platform, and who are actively particip­
ating in the creation of a new musical 
culture which will merit the great epoch 
of socialist construction.

In the USSR the very process of ex­
tensive development of musical culture 
is conceived not merely in the works of 
highly skilled or expert musicians, but in 
the way to a ttract  the toiling masses of 
the Soviet Union and invoke their in ter­
est in music, as well as to develop new 
musical forces from among the factory 
and colhoz (collective farm) workers. Out 
from their midst are to be drawn the new 
cadres for Soviet art.

The Union is actively engaged in the 
promotion of its creative productive 
work. For this purpose the Union fre­
quently arranges lectures, reports on mu­
sical art,  recitals introducing new musical 
creations, special musical performances
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for promoting contact between authori­
ties of the musical world with represent­
atives in other spheres of art.  The Union 
also organises classes on the technique 
of composition, for the study of contem­
porary Western musical art etc. To the 
latter the Union of Soviet composers 
devotes particular attention. W ith  the 
assistance of VOKS the Union hopes to 
establish close contact with musicians of 
various countries by correspondence, ex­
change of compositions, and establishing 
personal contact, inviting foreign com­
posers to visit the USSR and arranging 
of trips of Soviet composers for studying 
the musical art  in other lands.

There is a creative musical section in 
the Union which on the basis of Marx­
ian Leninist  theory conducts scientific 
research work on musical theory pro­
blems.

Apart from these activities, the Union 
also publishes two magazines: “ Soviet Mu­
sic” , dealing with scientifico-tlieoretical pro­
blems, and “ Non-professional musical a r t ” , 
which is a popular journal.
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Cultural Relations with Foreign 
Countries

SOVIET ART AT TI1E 18th INTERNATIONAL ART EXHIBITION 
HE EH IN VENICE
Italian Press Comments

Soviet artists,  as in all previous ex­
hibitions held in Venice were very well 
represented in the laLest, the 18th Inter­
national Art Exhibition, which closed on 
November 1st, 1932.

This year s visitors to the Soviet pavilion 
saw not only the works representative of 
the various tendencies in art,  but also 
personal exhibitions of the leading Soviet 
artists,  particularly  the works of some of 
the  younger generation.

There were paintings by Sterenberg, 
Kuznetsov, Konchalovsky, Rozhdestven­
sky, A. Dcineka, all regular participators 
to the Venetian exhibitions, and Audrey 
Goncharov, Konstantin Vyalov, Ekaterina 
Zernova and others.

In all 50 Soviet artists participated in 
this exhibition. Among them were the 
Ukrainian artists Scdliar, Padalka, Kas- 
sian, Fradkin. There was a total  of 229 
works of art: 131 paintings, 12 sculptures 
and 83 belonging to the graphic arts.

The Italian press, as in former exhibi­
tions, paid particular attention to the 
Soviet pavilion and printed a number of
criticisms on it.

The younger generation of artists was 
very highly praised. “ Gazetta del Popolo” 
of June Gth, 1932, wrote as follows:

“ Russian art of today is represented 
by Dcineka, Pimenov, Labas, Zernova 
and Williams. To them we may add A. Ku- 
preyanov and a few others who arc able
to keep in stride with the younger gener­
a tion .’ ’ “ There arc three modern themes 
which the Soviet artists choose, but they 
may be expressed in just two words: the 
Five-Year Plan. The three -themes are 
industrialisation, collectivisation of agrar­
ian economy, and the new life.”

“ Giornale” comments thus on the works 
of "our younger artists:

“ Among the youth Dcineka may be con­
sidered the leading artist . Next to his 
picture “ W a r” we find “ Textile Workers” 
interesting because of its limpidity, its 
bold colours, its sharpness of delineation, 
and because of its simplicity and its out­
standing expressiveness. To a certain degree

there is a similarity in the work of Dcineka 
and Ekaterina Zernova. We should also 
mention here W illiams’ picture “ Motor 
Race”  which is dynamic despite the very 
economic use of artistic expression” .

As to the older artists “ Giornale d Ita­
lia”  of June 29th, 1932, wrote as follows:

“ Of the artists more bound by tradition 
we can place Konchalovsky as one of the 
foremost, l ie  contributes 14 large canvases, 
all full of the joy of living. The most in­
teresting of his works are two small im­
pressionist portraits of the musician Zccchi, 
life-like and quick with movement. Next 
to Konchalovsky we should place Rozhde­
stvensky who has taken from the East its 
glowing colours and its blinding bright­
ness as in “ T adjik is tan” . I l i s b ig  compos­
ition “ The Itinerant Barber ’ is likewise very 
gaudy. As a result of his travels to the 
North we find in one of his pictures the 
dull, grey skies hanging over a fishing 
village, and in another the gleaming silver 
in a polar night. Rut regardless of how 
much Rozhdestvensky may be attracted 
by his love for colours, he can never be 
wooed away from his painstaking search 
for form. ”

In speaking of the themes selected in 
Soviet paintings “ Corricre Padano ' says:

“ In this exhibition the Russians have 
sent in a very small number of paintings 
of landscapes, still-life, and those everlast­
ing nude bodies. Konchalovsky's extrem­
ely fine “ Window to the Crimea” , and 
a few tastefully done still-life paintings 
by Sterenberg, were the only exhibits 
where the themes chosen were not from 
modern life or life in the factories. Kuzne­
tsov has several different paintings which 
we find full of light, fresh colours, clear 
and simple in technique as “ Herdsmen at 
R est” , and “ Oil Derricks at B aku” , where 
both people and objects are seemingly 
deformed with just that  amount of freedom 
the Parisians employ in their paintings. 
In “ War ' Dcineka strives above all else 
to make his paintings express tragedy 
and pathos. Four figures arc enough to 
show the real synthesis of struggle and
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-death. A still grimmer but technically 
well done painting is Barto’s “ Teaching 
Eastern Women by R ad io” . The critic 
considers th a t  what is characteristic of 
Barto  is the strength with which he executes 
his paintings. These words may be applied 
to Pimenov in his picture “ Dairy Sovhoz” 
painted in yellow and green tones, which 
lyrically portrays reclining forms simply 
and unaffectedly, but  which at  the same 
time shows the genuine artistry of the 
painter still more subtely and convinc­
ing ly .”

This is what “ Gazetta del Popolo” 
writes on Soveit sculpture and the graphic 
arts :

“ That extremely interesting section de­
voted to the graphic arts includes a number 
of water colours by Deineka, Kuprcyanov, 
the works of Favorskv, Kravchenko, Ze- 
lencvich, Brodsky, Barto and others. The 
hugli sculpture “ Maternity”  by Sandomir- 
•sky, sculptures by Frich-Char, Efimov 
and  Ranuranskaya helped to complete 
this  pavilion which is undoubtedly one 
of the most interesting sections of the 
Venetian exhibition.

The pastels by Nakhman and the water 
-colours by Kuprcyanov were also comment­
ed  upon by “ La T r ibuna” .

The entire press was loud in praising 
the  Soviet pavilion.

“ Corriere Padano”  of June 21st, 1932, 
remarked that  “ the excellence of the So­
viet pavilion is been due to the extraor­
dinary organisational abil i ty  and the serious­
ness with which the artists have been 
•eslected... R  is noticeable that  Soviet art­
ists are not bound down by any set rules, 
and tha t  each of them js given an oppor­
tun ity  of expressing his ind iv iduali ty .”

According to “ Giornale d ’R a l ia ” , “ the 
exhibition succeeded in providing, above 
everything else, documental evidence of 
the problems to be met with in the Soviet 
Union. The dominating theme of the 
exhibits is labour.”

“ Croiiica Prealp ina” , of June 22nd, 1932, 
in analysing the work of Soviet portrait 
painters noted the part that  is being played 
by women in Soviet art.

“ Crónica Prealpina”  remarks that “ the 
things that  first strike one in the large 
pastels of Eugene Katsman are the out­
standingly beautiful drawings and the 
lively colouring. He has given us a number 
of portraits,  but they are more than mere 
portraits.  They arc expressive of life. In 
“ Labour Enthusiasm” we see first of all 
the expression of joy* which arises from

the fact that everybody has an opportun­
ity  of working and taking part in the 
construction. This joy is explained by the 
rebirth of the individual that the Soviet 
government is striving for through educ­
ating the people collectively.

“ We must acknowledge the fact that 
women in this exhibition are playing an 
important part.  We are convinced that  
the women who labour in the Soviet Union 
work with enthusiasm. There arc even 
women who direct factories and plants 
and who fill high posts. They want to prove 
that they are worthy of the freedom tha t  
the government has given them. The 
so-called “ women activis t”  has found for 
herself a place in the USSR. Olga Yanov- 
skaya is represented by two portraits of 
these “ women activists” , delegates to the 
10th Congress of Soviets. They are inter­
esting not only because they are well 
drawn portraits,  but mainly because they 
are pictures of definite types. Serafima 
Ryangin engaginly draws the girl student 
on practical work taking part in the con­
struction of river transport.  Ekaterina 
Zernova has given us “ Girl Shooting 
an Arrow", “ Ski Race" and “ Selmash- 
s lroy” .

“ Sculpture also has its following among 
the women. The most outstanding are 
Sara Lebedeva and Maria Ryndziunskaya. 
The former — with a portrait of Solts 
and the latter •— with portraits of an 
aviator and a collective farmer.

“ All the themes chosen are basically 
the same —  the Xcw Life.

“ Here we see life in the Red Army, life 
among the peasantry, the industrialisation 
of the USSR, the fight against illiteracy, 
the emancipation of woman, portraits of 
shock-brigade workers, the joy that the 
new society is bringing into the lives of 
the people .”

“ Cronica Prealp ina” considers the Soviet 
pavilion one of the most interesting to 
study and analyse and the one possessing 
the deepest psychological interest.

One can easily see from the quotations 
reprinted above that the Italian critic 
is keenly interested in Soviet art and that  
he analyses not only the themes selected 
but also the art value of the works.

The Italian critic notes as well what may 
be considered the most characteristic fea­
ture about Soviet art — its single hearted 
desire to portray the great socialist con­
struction. And it is just this which 
makes it so well worth-while and so re-; 
freshing.
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FOREIGN ARCHITECTS IN THE USSR
On the init iative of the French maga­

zine “ I/Architecturc (raujoiird’lu i i ' ’ which 
shows keen interest in Soviet architecture 
and regularly publishes items on socialist 
construction, an excursion of French archi­
tects to the USSR was organised. The excur­
sionists were to inspect the construction 
jobs going up all over the country, and 
meet Soviet architects for a joint discus­
sion of the problems of Soviet architecture. 
The All-Union Society for cultural rela­
tions with foreign countries (VOKS) to­
gether with the Academy of municipal 
economy, the All-Union Council of muni­
cipal economy and the Society of Soviet 
architects prepared a programme for the 
reception of the group, which included 
visits to points of interest and a series 
of conferences.

The group arrived in Moscow on August 
111, where they remained until  September 15. 
Among their number were prominent ar­
chitects such as Agaclic, a town-planner 
of distinction (who planned Rio de Janeiro 
and Buenos-Aircs), Sebille, also a town- 
planner, Joseph Vago, who was awarded 
first prize in the League of Nations build­
ing contest, Pingusson, Fischer, Pierre 
Vago, editor of “ I/Architecturc d ’aujour- 
d l i u i ’’, and Andre Bloc, another magazine 
editor. Besides the Frenchmen, the group 
included the Belgian Dedoyard, the 
Portugese Partial Monteiro, the Italians 
Barli , magazine editor Ambrosiano, Casa- 
bella and others.

In Moscow the architects inspected in 
detail the Lenin mausoleum, the “ Dynamo’' 
stadium, the Electro-Technical Institu te, 
workers’ clubs, a kitchen-factory, the Go­
vernment House, the House of the finance 
commissariat employees, the airport,  the 
Tscntrosoyuz building which is being erect­
ed after the project of Lc Corbusier, the 
Park of Culture and Rest and other new 
buildings. Three conferences were held 
in the VOKS and in the Architectural 
Planning Department of the Moscow So­
viet, between the members of the group 
and representatives of Soviet architecture 
at which the addresses were delivered by 
Soviet architects. “ The reconstruction of 
Moscow” was discussed by Semionov, “ The 
basic tendencies of Soviet architecture” 
by Arkin, “ Formalism and rationalism in 
modern architecture” by Higer, whose 
address was in response to request from 
the foreign architects, and “ Town-plan­
ning” by Baburov.

Arkin, whose address dealt with general 
principles, stressed two definite features of 
the development of Soviet architecture: the 
planned character of all Soviet building 
activity and the conception of architect­
ure as construction for the great masses, 
l ie  pointed out tha t  the fundamental pro­
blem of Soviet architecture is the creation 
of types of mass dwellings and mass 
public buildings, such as workers’ club­
houses, Palaces of Culture, Palaces of 
Labour, etc. Arkin discussed tile achieve­
ments of housing construction as related 
to the peculiarities of housing organis­
ation in the USSR, and brought out the 
underlying architectural principles of town 
building as founded upon the industrial­
isation of the country. The speaker also 
touched upon the questions of construct­
ivism and functionalism in Soviet archi­
tecture as stages now past. He pointed 
out that  Soviet architecture, in search 
of a new style, aspires toward an organic 
synthesis of technical function and artistic 
form and utilises the experience of the 
past.  Arkin s address was well received 
by the French visitors.

On the theme “ Formalism and ration­
alism” , treated by the French architects, 
statements of foreign architects were read 
by the Frenchmen; the architects quoted 
were Luben Tonev (Sophia), governmental 
town planning architect,  Bokcn (of the 
society of Dutch architects), Anvo, Bel­
gian architect, Franz Jourdain,  President 
of the Society of modern architects.

Others whose views were quoted were 
Karl En (Vienna), Joseph Hofmann (Vien­
na) and Professor Torgi (Budapest).  The 
statements adduced had been received by the 
editors of “ I/Architccturc d ’aujourd’h u i” 
in response to a questionnaire in which 
they raised the problem of the decorative 
elements in architecture.

The first to speak at the Conference in 
the VOKS was Fischer, of the group, repre­
senting the left tendency in French archi­
tecture. Fischer began by stating that  
all activity of the architects in the West 
resolves itself, thanks to the crisis, to theo­
retical discussion and paper projects. Fi­
scher gave the view th a t  modern archi­
tecture must contain no ornamental or 
decorative elements, whether of sculpture, 
painting or ornamentation. Ornamentation 
is a relic of primitive culture. Modern 
architecture faces a technical and social 
problem, and must *takc into consideration
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primarily social needs. Its object is the 
creation of a city and street rather than 
an individual house. In a talk at the next  
meeting Fischer developed this view fur­
ther.

Fischer's opinion was contested by his 
colleagues Bloc and Pierre Vago. .Bloc 
declared that to deny an ornamental art 
is “ to deny the entire great heritage of the 
architectural p ast” . Now, while “ prosper­
ity  is not a feature of the world” , Bloc  
said, referring to the crisis, decoration 
in the construction of a building has been 
relegated to the background, but the time  
will again come for the rebirth of decor­
at ion, which will  serve as a symbol of 
general prosperity.

Vago explained the policy of the maga­
zine “ ^A rchitecture  d'aujourd'hui” , which  
combats the tendency known as “ neo-form­
u l i s m " —  a reactionary tendency in dis­
guise . The formalists debate the question  
of facades, cubes, windows, columns, and 
scorn everything that is not concrete, 
m etal ,  glass, forgetting that they build  
not to have pictures of the buildings pu­
blished in the press, not for the purpose 
of  making fine photographs, but for the 
needs of life. An architect in our opinion,  
he said, must work not for an utopian

ideal,  not for classes privileged materially  
or intellectually , but for satisfying the 
urgent material and intellectual needs 
of the masses. Too many designs and build­
ings actual ly constructed, in every coun­
try’, reveal a complete lack of study, con­
templation and rational criticism. The 
young architects doomed to forced inact­
iv ity  by the crisis, which has been incor­
rectly called a crisis of overproduction 
and a speedy solution of which is highly  
problematical , hasten to imitate the nois­
ily advertised new forms without thought  
to the material prerequisites which con­
stitute the point of departure of an ar­
chitectural work. In addition, there still 
prevail academic canons which introduce 
a false esthetics. Vago cited examples of 
extreme infatuation with formalism.

R. IUger, representing Soviet architect­
ure, also took up the question of * ‘Formal­
ism and rationalism” .

Beginning with the remark that Soviet 
architects were working together in a single 
Society of Soviet architects, Il iger proceed­
ed to state that formalism was a stage 
of Soviet architecture long left behind. 
Its effect was expressed in works “ in which 
every attempt was made to stress by form, 
al means the geometrical, physical, mc-

Frencli architects in the VOKS. In Iront row from left to rigid: Agache, Pierre 
Vago, Goldenberg (President of the USSR Municipal Academy) and I liger



Modern Soviet architecture. New building 
of the Central Committee of the Ukrainian 

Communist  Par ty  (Kharkov)

chanical and other properties of form, 
leading to the creation of a peculiar ab­
stract architectural construction, while the 
real content of the social tasks which 
properly belonged in the architectural 
objects were ignored” .

The speaker regarded it as a valuable 
achievement of formalism that  it  drew 
attention to architectural form and prompt­
ed the attempt to visualise the creative 
architectural process. The other tendency, 
rationalism, or as it  is called in Soviet 
architecture “ constructivism” , is charac­
terised by the attention concentrated on 
the content of the architectural object. 
“ Constructivism made a fetish of the tech­
nical elements of architecture, supplant­
ing with them the problem of the artistic 
effect of form ” , while “ formalism” , Higer 
said, “ cultivated architecture as a pure 
a r t ” . Both arc inacceptablc to the Soviet 
architecture of today, he pointed out. 
The useful principles introduced by these 
two tendencies into Sovicr architecture 
made for functionalism, i. e. an embodi­
ment of the “ living and production pro­
cesses for which the given structure is in­
tended, the introduction of the latest 
engineering achievements into the archi­
tecture of the ordinary build ing” .

It is necessary to utilise for Soviet ar­
chitecture the heritage from the past, 
especially ancient architecture.

Another important issue is the employ­
ment of sculpture and painting in archi­
tecture as decorative factors. Soviet archi­
tecture assigns an honourable place to 
adornment.

Aside from the problem of formalism 
and rationalism, the Conference devoted

considerable attention to the question nl 
reconstruction of old cities and planning 
of new ones.

The reconstruction of Moscow was dealt 
with in a comprehensive address by tlie- 
architect Semionov, who set for the plans 
and took up the problems of tree planting, 
expanding the area of the city to meet 
the growth in population, etc. The recon­
struction of cities was discussed by Sebille, 
who handled the problem of town build­
ing from the standpoint of the relations 
between the city and the individual.

Touching upon specific questions in the 
reconstruction of cities, Sebille s ta led ,  
among other things, that despite the great 
amount of reconstruction work carried 
on in Moscow and Leningrad the principle 
of protection of art values is being strictly 
observed.

Agach supported the views of the pre­
vious speaker: in the reconstruction of 
cities all the good elements must be pre­
served and all the bad destroyed. In re­
planning a city it is necessagy to take into 
consideration all its peculiarities and solve- 
not any one problem but all pertinent 
problems, such as replanning of streets, 
garbage disposal the sewage system, etc.

A city planner, he explained, is like 
an orchestra leader who has a number 
of scores before him. In replanning esthe­
tics must be kept in the background. A 
town is a machine intended for work.

The French town-planners displayed spe­
cial interest in the address on socialist 
city planning delivered by Baburov, an 
entirely new problem to architects from 
capital ist countries. Baburov described 
the basic work of building socialist cities 
in the USSR.

*

From Moscow the architects proceeded 
to Dnicprostroy and Kharkov. They declar­
ed that  during their stay in the USSR 
they realised the tremendous construction 
work proceeding in the Union, noted the 
enthusiasm of the masses participating in 
this work, and became aware of the l imit­
less possibilities of Soviet architecture.

In Kharkov the group of French archi­
tects inspected the Ukrainian architectural 
exhibition which is to be sent abroad 
as well as the exhibition entitled “ Plan­
ning a greater Kharkov” . A group of Khar­
kov architects placed before the visitors 
a number of questions relating to the city ’s- 
public utili ties Andre Bloc and Pcngusson 
gave replies.
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Bloc declared tha t  the “ great work al­
ready accomplished in building up Kharkov 
inspires us with the deepest admiration. 
Criticism of the defects inevitable in such 
vast construction work you are able to 
make yourselves".

Bloc emphasised tha t  there were tre­
mendous achievements in the development 
of Kharkov and expressed the hope tha t  
after further perfecting construction me­
thods the Ukrainian capital would achieve 
a high degree of prosperity and greatness.

Pengusson who followed Bloc declared 
tha t  “ Kharkov combined within itself the 
most diversified forms of socialist archi­
tecture, typified both by the number of 
newly built  structures and by their execu­
tion. The achievements in this field during 
the years of the Revolution have been 
so enormous tha t  no architect, whatever his 
nationali ty, whichever school he may sup­
port, can afford to ignore them.

Pengusson expressed sincere joy as an 
architect at having been able to observe 
that  in the USSR the plan is indeed “ omni­
poten t" .  He also greeted the fact tha t  all 
jobs arc in charge of architects who sift 
immediate demands, yet take into consi­

deration the needs of the future, who 
direct and realise construction with the 
greatest economy of time, money and 
labour, combined with the highest type of 
execution. “ You recognise no obstacles to 
the fulfilment of a plan, no matter  how 
great its scope or how brief the time for 
its execution. Your social system has 
solved the problem of power based upon 
collective creation."

The speaker further noted th a t  in the 
USSR the economic plan has been made 
to serve the idea of collectivisation and 
unity. In socialist construction, lie said, 
he observed a search for a new style deve­
loping under the influence of two tenden­
cies, functionalism and expressionism. So­
viet architecture seeks new construction 
methods and the application of new 
materials. He secs new civilisation being 
created in the USSR.

Turning to the Soviet architects, Pengus­
son expressed his “ amazement at their  
great achievements".

“ L'Architecture d ’aujourd 'hui" proposes 
to publish a special issue of the magazine 
devoted to the visit  made to the USSR 
by the foreign architects.

Modern Soviet architecture. A new building in Cheboksary, Chuvashia
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NEWS FK 031 A Bit 0 Al)

U.S.A.

The Society for Cultural Relations with 
the USSR in San Francisco arranged an 
exhibition of Soviet drawings. Great in­
terest was shown in the exhibition and the 
achievements of .Soviet graphic art were 
favourably reviewed by the press.

*

Senator Sabbath spoke on the question 
of the recognition of the USSR at a meeting 
conducted in Chicago by the Society for 
Cultural Relations with the USSR.

As is known, Senator Sabbath introduced 
a motion in the Senate concerning the re­
cognition of the USSR.

ENGLAND

On th e  occasion of the XVth anniversary 
of the October Revolution, the London 
society for Cultural Relations with the 
USSR arranged a “ We have been to the 
U SSR” dinner.

The dinner was attended by 250 persons, 
many of whom w’ere members of the So­
ciety. A number of speeches dealing with 
the achievements of socialist construction 
and cultural revolution in the USSR were 
delivered. Mrs Mansell-Moullin, Chairman 
of the Society, sent a message to the USSR 
congratulating it  on the XV th  anniversary 
of the October Revolution.

The S.C.R. in Rinhingham has drawn 
up a b !g programme of lectures for the next 
months.

The following topics have been indicat­
ed: 1) Education in the USSR, 2) Mar­
riage in the  USSR, 3) The second Five- 
Year Plan ,  4) The system of financing in 
the  USSR, 5) The psychological stimulus 
for work in the USSR.

*

The S.C.R. in Liverpool has organised 
a circle composed of students an others 
to study the second Five-Year Plan.

BELGIUM

VOKS received the  following appeal 
from the Belgian Society for Cultural Re­
lations with the USSR:

“ The Council of the Society for Cultur­
al Relations with the USSR has decided

to work tirelessly for the realisation of its 
social task of furthering the development 
of cultural ,  scientific, and literary connec­
tions between Belgium and the USSR and 
requests VOKS to transmit to the compet­
ent government authorities its warmest con­
gratulations on the occasion of the glo­
rious XVth anniversary of the October Re­
volution.

“ It hopes that  the time is not far off 
when normal relations will be established 
between the governments of both countries 
and when cultural exchanges will be consi­
derably extended and strengthened at a 
time when the Russian Revolution will 
victoriously realise its aspirations.”

At a general meeting of the Society on 
November 5th the following text of the 
appeal to the toilers of the USSR was pro­
posed:

“ The assembly of Belgian intellectuals 
at its meeting devoted to the XVth annivers­
ary of the Russian Revolution, organised 
by the Society for Cultural Relations with 
the USSR, expresses to the toilers of the 
Soviet Union its fraternal and warm sympa­
thies for the marvellous energetic struggle, 
which they have been conducting for 
15 years on one-sixth of the globe for the 
realisation of their revolutionary ideal.

“ It expresses the wish tha t  the USSR, 
taking advantage of the present peaceful 
conditions, would carry out to the end the 
first international experiment of socialist 
construction, by continuing to create new 
intellectual and material values.”

At this  meeting a paper was read by Mme 
Heiliger-Leroy on the revolutionary months 
February—October 1917, and Engineer Re. 
ne Plot of Paris —  on Lenin and Gorky.

JAPAN

There has appeared a new book by Fu- 
kuro “ A Short History of the Cinema in 
the USSR” .

Soviet literature w’as represented at the 
international exhibition of literature and 
cultural achievements in Tokyo.

Soviet literature enjoys great success 
in Japan. A number of works of Soviet 
authors — Sholokhov, Vs. Ivanov, Sliaghi- 
nyan, Lavrenev, Scifullina and others — 
have been or are being translated.

A number of Japanese men of letters arc 
preparing books on the industrialisation 
of the USSR, on Soviet music, on the cul­
tural achievements in the  USSR, etc.

72



Soviet Fiction
E. Gabrilovich 
NINETEEN THIRTY
(Fragment from a story)

“1930" is written by the gifted young Soviet author Eugene Gabrilovich. The chief 
character of the story is Kasymov, an old Tartar peasant.

At 49 years of age, Kasymov starts studying, joins a colhoz and becomes an active 
colhoz organiser. In  spite of the desperate resistance offered by the reactionary elements 
in the village, in spite of all the difficulties, Kasymov, being a man of tremendous energy 
and ardent belief, deep'y conscious of his close connection icith the masses, finally tri­
umphs. The colhoz is organised. It successfully carries through the sowing campaign. Ka­
symov is hilled ly  his foes— the kulaks and mullahs. But his death only strengthens 
the solidarity of the colhoz members.

In the author's foreword we read:
“Everything has changed in the regions dealt with here. A  big agricultural unit is 

now to be found where once Kasymov laboured. But there was a 1930. 1 saw this year 
in the boundless steppes beyond the Volga. I  saw its heroes and its wreckers. I  want 
to describe what I  saw."

The fragment given below represents Kasymov's journey through the colhozes, his trip 
to the town, the struggle for the fulfilment of the spring sowing plan in the colhoz, and 
Kasymov's death.

Wc drove from village to village. As 
soon as wc arrived at a place Kasymov 
would call a meeting in the local “ people's 
house” .

Crowds came to the meetings. As soon 
as Kasymov got up on the platform hun­
dreds of questions were fired at him from 
all sides. There was a whilwind, a storm, 
a simoon of questions. One would need to 
be an agronomist, engineer, a veterinary 
surgeon, economist, meteorologist and law­
yer combined in one to answer all the 
questions. And Kasymov, the old Tartar ,  
was none of these. He was not even a speak­
er. When he made a speech, lie got muddl­
ed after the first three words. Interrup­
tions from the audience put him out al­
together.  He closed his eyes. He seemed 
to have fallen asleep. The audience shouted 
and roared. Some humped up from their 
places, and pulled him by his Tar tar  s 
gown, swore at him. Kasymov was silent.

Lit tle  by little  the room quietened down. 
The audience became aware th a t  the man, 
silent and with closed eyes, was evidently 
waiting for a chance to speak. Silence 
came of itself. Then Kasymov shook him­
self and called one of the men sit ting 
nearby up to the platform. Kasymov began 
to hold a loud conversation with this man. 
He asked his Christian name and called 
him by it.  It was at this  point tha t  the 
meeting proper began. Kasymov, who 
could get no further than the three first

words of a speech, possessed a wonderful 
gift for carrying on a conversation. He could 
sec and understand the man s doubts,  as 
lie could sec a house, a wood, or a meadow, 
and replies th a t  one would have to be an 
economist, an engineer, or an agronomist 
to give, fell from his lips of themselves.

It was the most penetrating form of 
agitation I have ever heard. The collective 
farm was knocked down, was hurried, was 
surprised. The collective farm lost things, 
doubted, yawned and looked about it .  
The meeting held its breath as it  listened 
to tha t  astonishing dialogue.

At 4 o ’clock in the morning Kasymov 
closed the meeting. At 8 we went on our 
way.

Three weeks went by like this. Some­
times of nights Kasymov asked me to read 
the newspapers to him. I would read him 
the headlines and slogans and t ry  to inter­
pret them for him. The slogans frightened 
him, at the steely directness of the slogan 
he paled; had he made some mistakes, lie 
wondered? He wras so afraid that  I was 
afraid for him. For several hours he would 
be not quite  himself. He would pace up 
and down, thinking, slip-slappiug liis ga­
loshes and gesticulating, l ie  muttered to 
himself.

In a few' hours' time he got used to the 
idea of the slogan just  as he had got accu­
stomed to the beard, the buttons and 
coat of his companion in conversation.
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Now it was the slogan that  lost tilings and 
doubted, and got wick, hurried and was 
knocked down. That was enough. Now 
the slogan could he seen, had become his.

In the course of those three weeks the 
gradual crystallisation of the collective 
farm was brought about.

Grain, forage, plans, labour norms, and 
credits settled the business. The collective 
farmer could sec a brigade, a collective 
farm field, and collective farm sowing 
methods clearly and definitely.

The brigades, the disappearance of priv­
ate hedges and the work of sowing — 
which up to now had been exclamations, 
convincing but  unearthly  ■— suddenly smelt 
of tobacco smoke, wore high boots, scratch­
ed themselves, became a crowd. One 
could sec the sand that had dried on the 
blade of the collective farm sowing machine, 
and the pimple on the cheek of the brigade 
worker. Taste , smell, sight and touch were 
once more called into play, this time in ­
side the collective farm. That was the 
thing. The collective farm, the real one, 
was growing stronger, stronger every hour.

There was one weak spot, however. 
The implements needed mending.-

On April 5th the board of directors sent 
Kasymov to Samara to look into the mat­
ter  personally.

l ie  arrived to Samara. l ie  went down 
a side-street. For the first time in his life 
he saw pavements,  and lamp posts along 
them, stuck with bills. Then the side- 
street ended. He saw for the first time in 
his life a boulevard, inscriptions over gates, 
gratings to let water through. He went 
up to a tram stop. Here he stood and look­
ed at the women with baskets,  the cab 
drivers, the crowd, windows, portfolios. 
He quailed. He feared tha t  he was in this  
town for ever. He was alone. Perhaps all 
these things were invented for him alone. 
Fverything looked so flimsy and unreal. 
He stood shaking his head. The tram came 
up. Kasymov would have liked to run 
away, to get to the hotel, to Sargar, to 
sec the director's frame house again, and 
the saddle workshop. He took one step 
backward — and then got on the tram. 
For the first time in his life he saw a con­
ductor's wallet,  the roll of tickets,  the 
short scats for sitting on and the traffic 
warnings pasted on the walls.

At last he got to the offices of the Re­
gional Collective Farm Union. People of 
the most varied professions were scurry­
ing about here. Rrigadcs of agronomists, 
engineers, instructors,  doctors, blacksmiths

and clerks were formed here. It was as 
if a tremendous pulse could be felt throb­
bing intensely through the tables, ,  cup­
boards, inkstands. With every hour more 
people from the villages came trooping 
in here. People came from all parts of the 
country,  received instructions, boots, sheep­
skin coats, pamphlets, and went out. The 
next day they were no longer to he seen. 
Some went away for two or three mouths, 
some for six months, and other for five 
years.

Kasymov was told here tha t  25 repair 
workers brigades had been sent to thb 
Asulino district.  There were no more 
brigades at the disposal of the Union. 
Kasymov had better appeal directly to 
the workers about the brigades. The chair­
man advised Kasymov to get to the Party 
nucleus and the shop committee of the 
machine works here. They had already 
dispatched 17 workers' brigades for the 
sowing.

Kasymov went to the machine works. 
The secretary of the Party  nucleus listened 
attentively to the old m an’s broken talk,  
and said he would put the matter before 
the workers a t  the general meeting in the 
dinner hour next day. He asked Kasymon 
to make a speech a t  the meeting. The 
Kasymov went hack to the hotel.

He began to prepare his speech for the 
next day. He drew out of his sack sheets 
of paper covered with figures. The book­
keeper had given them to him just before 
he left. Kasymov read the figures over 
and over, whispering to himself: “ I 'm no 
specehmakcr.”

It grew dusk. About 0 o'clock Kasymov 
decided to learn his speech by heart.  He 
rose and began to caper up and down the 
room. He whispered, fidgeted, gesticulat­
ed. He learnt it  paragraph by paragraph. 
He tramped and tramped, hitching up his 
trousers, now and again shuffling his 
galoshes. And muttering all the time.

Hy 10 in the morning, when he had got 
it  off by heart,  he went out. For the second 
time in his life he saw the theatre posters, 
the boulevards, the inscriptions, the grat­
ings for the rainwater to run down. He 
walked, rode and ran stumbling some­
times. He arrived at the works at 11 o'clock, 
an hour before the meeting. They told 
him to wait in the committee-room. He 
sat there a long time. He could remember 
the beginning and the end of the speech 
very well. He sat without moving, repeat­
ing the middle of the speech to himself — 
scraps of the middle, exclamations from i t.
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At half past 12 he was called in to the 
club. A huge hall full of people. He was 
invited to come up to the platform. He 
began his speech. The beginning of it  he 
managed quite  well. l ie  spoke clearly 
though he was embarassed. But the middle 
of the speech tripped him up. l ie  made 
a mess of it.

He went on talking and talking and th ink­
ing to himself:

“ I t ’s all up with me now, I 'm no speech- 
maker.”

But it  was not all up with him. In this 
room they were all his own kind. They 
understood: the old man had got winded, 
got into a sweat, got all tied up. They 
understood that  it was not his words but 
his business tha t  mattered.

When Kasymov finished, the secretary 
of the Par ty  nucleus came out on the p la t­
form and said:

“ W e’ve got to pick out sti ll another 
bri gadc, com radcs. ”

He pointed out tha t  the works had al­
ready sent out 17 repair brigades and 
that they would have to make tremendous 
efforts so as not to let their own industrial 
and financial plan fall through.

“ And still ,  comrades” , lie said, “ we've 
got to send out another brigade.”

The meeting adopted a resolution to 
send still another brigade to “ Dawn” . It 
was to leave on April 10th, when the works’ 
industrial plan for the half month will 
be completed.

The business was over; Kasymov left 
Samara.

The train boomed out of the station. 
Outside the windows wet gullies and slip­
pery steppes rolled by. At rare intervals 
there were low one-storied railway sta tion. 
About 7 o ’clock it began to rain and the 
wind arose.

The worker's brigade arrived on April 
17th, and started work at once. It worked 
day and night,  and repaired 5 ploughs, 
10 harrows, and 3 sowers every 24 hours, 
and still  the rapid thaw of the spring of 
1930 was ahead of the rapid work of the 
brigade.

The general sowing began on the 30th, 
that is, with a delay of five days. The sun 
was scorching. It was necessary not only 
to fulfil the daily sowing task, bu t  also 
to make up for the delay.

On May 3rd arrived repair brigades 
from the more prosperous collective farms, 
as also the newspaper correspondents. So 
did the agronomists, the political workers, 
the Young Communist groups.

Travelling field smithies were organised; 
bellows, two sacks of coal, five hammers, 
a carl,  a horse, an anvil.  The repairing of 
farm implements on the spot started.

Meetings also began. Fifteen political 
instructors drove about to the villages, 
explaining the policy of the Soviet govern­
ment with regard to the collective farms 
and individual farmers. Associations of 
individual farmers arose The Asulino 
medical and sanitary brigade opened 
creches. Travelling kitchens were opened..

A travelling library was the next thing. 
A covered cart was dragged out of one of 
the sheds, put  on wheels and used to carry 
books, magazines and newspapers round 
the villages. A travelling wall newspaper 
was launched. It was taken round by the 
Asulino brass band. Whenever the band 
arrived in a village it would strike up a 
march. As soon as a fair number of people 
had gathered round, the band would nail 
up the newspaper to the gates of the 
village Soviet.

On May 4th, five days after the alarm 
had been sounded, the amount of work 
done had increased by 40%. This was not 
enough. The sun was baking. The soil 
got drier every hour. It was hard to doubt 
tha t  the sowing would be a failure.

Brigades of Young Communists were 
picked out; they worked in the fields. 
Propaganda vans went out into the fields, 
explaining the political nature of the 
sowing campaign, and agitating for in ­
creased speed in work. The Asulino Par ty  
brigades arrived. They worked in the 
fields after their day ’s work in the offices 
and. works where they were employed. 
At night they left the ploughs and went 
back to Asulino, to start  work again in 
the morning. Propaganda groups arrived 
singing couplets and giving performances 
of light sketches. Journalists sat about 
in the fields describing actual difficulties 
and actual disorders. Shock-brigades were 
formed. Socialist competition began.

Individual output rose 30% over tlie- 
figures of the plan. And even that was 
not enough. The sowing was delayed by 
11 days. The sun baked the earth and it 
was getting hard. A daily extra 100% was 
demanded.

Night work by the light of fires and 
lanterns was organised. The collective farm 
shock-brigadcrs who had finished their 
own jobs went to work on the backward 
fields. The Party  members and Young 
Communists of 18 Party nuclei were put 
on to this work.



Journalis ts ,  actors, doctors, students, 
and agronomists formed brigades. These 
brigades did auxiliary work, thus releas­
ing people who could be employed on the 
main business, the actual sowing.

Sargar was well nigh unrecognisable. 
It vibrated. New people kept coming into 
i t  from all sides. A travelling printing 
works ra tt led.  Motors shone. Wires of 
field telephones hung from trees. Sargar 
groaned and boomed. A tremendous force, 
drawn from everywhere, swelled it out. 
It  blew out like a ball,  shuddering and 
twitching. It was awakened from its sleep, 
raised and carried in human hands.

On May 11th 90% above the sowing 
plan were completed.

Next day Kasymov went to a meeting 
in Maximovka. He spent the night in 
Novaya Vcriga, the village where lie was 
born. He slept on the table in the village 
Soviet. In the night he heard the clatter 
of broken glass. He opened his eyes. The 
lamp was smoking. Hy its dim light lie 
could sec the portraits and placards on 
the walls. It was quite  still.  A breeze blew 
in through the broken window. Kasymov 
passed his hand over his cheek and saw 
drops of blood and the mark of a bullet on 
the table. He raised himself, astounded.

A shot rang out. Kasymov fell off the 
table. He was shot in the back. He crawled 
towards the door, trying to keep close 
to the floor, hoping tha t  the lamp would 
go out at last. Now he had got to the door. 
To reach the bolt he would have to raise 
himself, but he was afraid to do so. He de­
cided to wait for the  alarm bell. There 
was not a sound. He raised his hand. All 
was sti ll.  He could not reach the bolt with 
his hand. He raised his shoulder. The blood 
flowed from the wound in his back. The 
lamp was still burning. As he lay on the 
floor, Kasymov could sec a waste paper 
basket, a broken pen, and some black 
sand. He raised his head. Another shot 
rang out. Kasymov was killed.

Next day the murderer was caught. 
Tt was the son of the mullah who had been 
arrested in connection with the beating 
of Kasymov.

On the 15th day of the sowing we buried 
Safatdin Kasymov in Novaya Vcriga.

We carried red banners. The orchestra 
played Chopin’s march. We walked with 
bent heads. The mournful music drew every­

body out into the streets. Down the street 
we went, through the fields, to the graveyard. 
The collective farm workers of many vi l­
lages stood here waiting. They bore red 
banners with the words: “ Thousands will 
come to the relief of one” . Then the fare­
wells began. I waited my turn, I moved 
slowly on. I saw the black fields, the 
ploughs, the tractors,  the sowers, the daily 
plan that  had been doubled in the course 
of work. I went up to Kasymov. I could 
sec bis wriklcd face, his lumpy forehead. 
I said good-bye to him and made way for 
the next man. Afterwards we lowered the 
coffin into the grave and closed it. The 
Mordovinian Okolov, who was chief of 
the Sargar farm, stepped up on the 
grave.

“ Comrades” , lie began. “  I t ’s a great old 
man tha t  lies here. He believed in a bet­
ter life. Some scoundrels killed him. Hut 
what did they get out of that? Nothing. 
Only one old man died. Hut we arc all 
alive. The sowers, the ploughs and the 
harrows remained. Good-bye, old chap. 
We'l l remember you: you were not very 
big and you were thin.  You always went 
about in your T ar ta r  gown. You were shy 
at the meetings. You got muddled some­
times and you would cough to pass off. Hut 
we swear to go the same road you went,  
the road the great Soviet Government and 
the great Communist Party  arc leading 
us along.”

The band struck up. We went our ways.
It  was dusty on the road. The sun was 

scorching. I sat down by the co-operative. 
There were clanging sounds from the kit­
chen; it was 10 in the morning. A group 
of pioneers with waving banners passed 
by. The travell ing library cart passed by. 
A woman came out of the gate,  glanced 
at the sky and began to pump water. The 
caretaker of the co-operative yawned. The 
repair brigade strode by with their tools. 
The agronomist passed on horseback. A 
wind blew. The river splashed. The birds 
sang. It was noon, dinner-time.

They say tha t  real pathos is inconspi­
cuous. This is not so. It may be expressed 
halt ingly, in such a low voice tha t  it can 
scarcely be heard. And yet it thunders 
forth. And when a man takes the pen in 
his hand to write dawn what he has seen, 
he is stunned and carried away by this 
obscure pathos.

Editor-in-chief M, APLETIN
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