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This rejection based on the concrete knowledge of the socio-economic 
reality of our countries and on the analyses of the developmental process of 
the class phenomenon, as was made before, leads us to the admission that, 
if the class struggle is the moving force of history, it is so for a certain 
historical period. This means that before the class struggle (and necessarily 
after the class struggle , because in this world there is no before without an 
after), some factor (or some factors), was and will be the motor of history. 
We are not reluctant to admit that this factor in the history of each human 
group is the method of production (the level of productive forces and the 
regime of ownership) which characterizes that group. Besides, as we have 
seen, the defmition of class and class struggle are themselves a result of the 
development of the productive forces combined with the regime of ownership 
of the means of production. It therefore seems to us correct to conclude 
that the level of productive forces, the essential determinant of the character 
and form of the class struggle, is the real and permanent moving force of 
history. 

If we accept this conclusion, the doubts which disturb our mind will be 
eliminated. Because, if on the one hand we see the existence of history before 
the class struggle guaranteed, and avoid for some of the human groups of our 
countries (and perhaps of our continents) the sad condition of people 
without history, on the other hand we see the continuity of history secured, 
even after the disappearance of the class struggle or of classes themselves . And 
while it was not we who postulated on scientific bases, the disappearance of 
classes as an historical fatality, we agree with this conclusion, that in a certain 
way establishes coherence and, at the same time, grants nations such as Cuba, 
that are building socialism, the pleasant certainty that they will not lack a 
history when they fmish the process of the liquidation of the class 
phenomenon and the class struggle in the midst of their social and economic 
system. Eternity is not something of this world, but man will outlive classes, 
and will continue producing and making history, because he cannot get rid 
of the burden of his necessities, his hands, and his brains, that are at the base 
of the development of the productive forces. 

The Nation-Class 

Amilcar Cabral 

Response to an interview question by Ami/car Cabral 
on 28 October 1 9 71.  The interview was conducted on 
behalf of two journals of the Portuguese underground 
opposition and is reproduced from Anticolonialismo, 

No. 2, February 1 972. Translated from Portuguese. 

Question: Amilcar Cabral, in 1964 you stated that it was not the class 
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struggle but rather the colonial situation which was of prime historical 
importance at that time. What exactly must we understand by this, and what 
are the political consequences of such a view? 
Answer: TIlis statement is the result of an appreciation of our own reality. 
We are not unaware that, in the course of the history of our people, there 
have emerged class phenomena, varying in definition and state of develop
ment. We have on the one hand the Baiantas, for example, a horizontal 
society, and on the other we have a society such as the Fulas already built 
up in the form of a pyramid and thus with classes fairly well defmed. Mean
while, we know that colonial domination in our country, just as in others, 
but we are here referring to our own case, creates an identical situation for 
everyone . And when the fight against colonial domination begins, it is not 
the product of one class even though the idea may have sprung up from the 
class which has become aware more rapidly or earlier of colonial domination 
and of the necessity of combatting it. But this revolt is not the product of a 
class as such. Rather it is a whole society acting as a nation-class that carries 
it out. This nation-class, which may be more or less clearly structured, is 
dominated not by people from the colonized country but rather by the 
ruling class of the colonized country. This is our view, and hence our struggle 
is essentially based not on a class struggle but rather on the struggle led by 
our nation-class against the Portuguese ruling class. It is precisely here that we 
fmd the link between our struggle and that of the Portuguese people for the 
social, economic and cultural transformation of their lives; because the 
Portuguese people is also conducting a struggle, utilizing progressively more 
developed forms, against the same ruling class. 

Naturally, the consequences are: firstly, through this fight we are shaping 
our Mrican Nation which, as you know, was not yet very well defmed, 
with all the problems of many ethnic groups, of the divisions created by the 
colonialist power itself (distinctions between natives and assimilados, 
between city dwellers and peasants, etc.). We are building our African Nation 
which is becoming more and more conscious of itself. But at the same time 
we must be alert to the development of classes within this new nation. In 
the meanwhile, the struggle gives us experience based exactly on this 
postulate . In this way, not only do we strengthen our political and moral 
unity as a nation, but we also strengthen our vigilance so as to keep the class 
struggle from taking on aspects which could be detrimental to the progress 
of our own people. This is all I can say in a brief form on this vast and very 
complex problem. 
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