THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

Two Trade Union Congresses in South
Africa.

By James Shields (lohanneflburg)

During the month ot April tw trade union congresses of
~outh African workers were held Johannesburg. The first
was that of the white trade unions, known by the name of the
“. A Trade Umnion Congress, and the second the annual con-
lerence of the black workers union, known as the I. C. U.
(Industrial & Commercial Workers Union).

Without a doubt the conference of black workers was the
most important, for it served to show the rapid development of
native organisation and its approach towards a militant class
conscious ouflook. The eongress of white trade unions was also
important in its way, particularly so this year when it is con-
sidered that there was to be seen for the first time, a distinct
change in the outlook  of the majority of the delegates with
regard to the question of the blacks.

Apart from this point however, both congresses presented
2 remarkable contrast to each other, for whereas the one (S. A.
T U.C) showed a woeful confusion on many vital trade union
matters and the existence of many racial prejudices, the other
(.C.U) was a striking example of how a body of com-
paratively young trade unionists, in the midst of an acute racial
tmosphere. can square up to the realities of capitalist ex-
ploitation

A brief summary of both will serve to show how matters
stand at the moment in the trade union field in S. Africa.

The S. A. Trade Union Congress opened proceedings on
April 2nd.. with approximately forty delegates present represen-
ting 20,000 workers. During the first day the time was devoted
to the ratification of a new ‘constitution drawn up by the Fxecu-
tive Council, and nothing of “importance marked the course of
affairs with the exception of a heated arguthent amongst the
delegates as to whether the word “workers” or “employees”-
should be the term of reference with regard to the membership.
Most of those present evid thought that such a word::
“workers” was liable to' frighfen away such organisations'
Bank Clelrkg,"' Mun; | Ex ges. etc.,oﬂ an:‘!”' so' the+-
“employees” wis’ adopted.  the ~second ' “dny,
bmess ‘“opened ﬁgﬁ an_address from C.°F, Andrews, -
president ' of the Afl‘India Trade Union Congress; who appealed




for co-operation between S.. A. Labour and Indian Labour 1o
defeat *&C‘PI_C\ Goverpment’s Ani-Asiatic Bill, F rolr‘x;d the remarks
wihich w , M%mmm ia, one was
led to the conclusion that he had extremely active on behall
of the Indian workers, This seemed very surprising in view of
mu.%nm gk &he‘ interest Himself or even remark about
the f the Indian urers on the sugar plantations etc., in
Natal,"during the course of his S. African Visit.

ere was no discussion on his 8ddress, and one could see
that the assembled delegatew did not feel any too friendly to-
wards him, probably due 1o his ignoring the trade unions untu
practically the last moment,

Almost immediately after this, the granting of a regular
donation to the W. I. R. was raised, and though a considerable
amount of oj)'m\bn was expressed in its fayour, a hazy motion
to the that a S. A. orgauisation for relief purposes be set
up wi er to donate, was carried.

Then followed the most important feature of tue whole con-
gress, viz., a discussion on the native workers. lo this connec-
m,a, resolution was passed with only one dissentent, which

ared that the demand of the nmative workers for increased
wages as a veéry reasofigble and modest demand. Several de-
legates pointed out that everytt possible must  be done to
assist the native workers tp raise their wage level, and the whole
congress was unanimous in condemning the Clovernment for
interfering with the activities ‘of the I. U. organiser.

1f_was indeed surprising to hear one-time reactionary ele-
ments stafe that the hosS class was only attempting to play one
section off against the other, and urging the giving of complete
freedam ta the black trade union movement. On other matters,
however, one frequently heard some of these same delegates
describing the strike weapon as being obsolete and extolling
round table conlerences with the masters. Most of the delegates

:i.agn.d with-this. viewpoint, but nevertheless a motion
e PE

Fre o e b v rnl

were a decision
to* convene an  Africo- Conference during the

cugrent \year, | apd, the standtaken on  Intgrnational ‘Aftiliation.
In connection with the lafter, if was unanimouslv agreed “that
the congress do not affiliate 1o .either oi the existing Inte

nationals, but associate itself with the unity campaigu of the
British T. U. C. il its efforts to bring about one united trade
union International, which efforts were bewng impeded by
Amsterdam”,

The whole congress was full of contradiciory aspects. 4nd
lacked that breath of dass struggle that one would expect 10
find at such a gathering

How vivid and striking was the contrast shown by the
black workers congress. It lasted for a full week. April 5th to
12th., and its 75 delegates representiug 40,000 workers, were
typical of the new rising spirit which is beginning o permeate
the minds of the vilely down-trodden black proletariat. Aboul
200 enthusiastic spectators filled the hall each day during the
debates and listened with close attention to the various problemis
discussed.

In a rousing speech the National Secretary outhned the work
of the past year and stressed their objective as being the achieve-
ment of labour solidarity and the waging of the fignt against
the parasitical employing class for its complete overthrow. It
was the same throughout the whole of the proceedings when
dealing with such items as Segregation, Colour Bar Bill, Wage
Demands. etc, the class character of the struggle being con-
tipually stressed and muddle headed racial prejudice left out
of the picture entirely

Several delegates eagerly pressed for immediate action being
taken, but the conference as a whole decided to continue
strengthening  1nd consolidating the  arganisation more
thoroughly whilst still pressing for the immediate demands of
the warkers.

When the Colour Bar Bill was discussed an unasimous con-
dempation was registered against this measure. “because it
divides one section of workers from another by a racial barrier,
and disiracts the minds of the workers from the all-important
st le of their class against the common enemy, the exploiting
capitalisi” The same sentimeni was voiced by the resolution on
Hertzog's Segregation Policy. This resolution declared that
segregation was designed 10 saleguard the present system ol

Tﬁxm, and weni on 10 say that “the African worker con-
siders himsell a part of the imternational proletariat fighting for
the workers, and will not tolerate any measure intended to bring

about seperation irom other workers fghtin
c"use". pe X ry \ 1 Y& g for the Same

That the majbrity of the' dﬁqt&s“ resent realised
e«m.mn'h-'l’har:n‘t!r""jrﬂl theh"i‘ struggle was obvious from the mf
merious speeches delivered outhining the vigious exploiaioy
that ‘was bé?:é’ undergone in{ r**mne} ’11#&(:‘:3‘;::);:“#:
horrors of the recruiting s 1, ‘the  pppressive tyrauny of (he
bosses, and many other ev,ﬂs were’ laldpfare with telling e
phasis which made a deep impression on all who heard

Then came the unrolling of a banner during one i the
sessipns, emblazoned with the words — waorkers of the world
unite — ‘and this acted as the immediate signal for vociferoys
applause from all present. That this reference to the interny
tional aspect of the workers slruggle was no mere pious gesqyre
can be easa'l_{ “Id?d tg the decision taken to get into touch
with the British T.U.C, with a view to linking with the
workers of other countries. A further addendum added 1o this
resolution which suggests ultimate presentation of the nauve
workers position to the League of Nations, demonstrated the
imperative need for supplying greater clarity amongst the na
tive workers on international aftairs, and ma(v(ing them acquain-
ted with the pature and character of this robber clique

A starfting contrast to the white T.U.C. was presenied by
the attitude taken up oun trade uniopism and litics. Whereas
the “No politics in the union” phrase was often reiterated by
the white trade unionists, the npative workers insisted on the
speedy formation of a Political Bureay to keep the union inio
med ou political oppression.

One of the concluding decisions was a recommendatiou
the E.C. to concentrate on orgamising the mass ol nauve
mine workers who form the most important section of the na-
uve working class. This recommendalion is certain 10 receive
proper attention now that it has also been ided to shift the
headquarters of the organisation from Cape Town to Johannes-
burg, the centre, of the mining district.

The conference throughout was a real inspiring force which
demonstrated the rapid ggowth of class consciouspess amougst
the native workers. It was easily the most important event that
has ever been held in the annals of S, African trade unionism
and presages great things for the future. If only half the same
degree of progress manifesied itself in the white trade unios
ranks, the accomplishment of one united irade union movemen!
for all South African workers would be brought to a speedy

realisation,
‘ MAY DAY
The E. C. C. L on the Bloody Events in

Warsaw on May Day.

To all Waorkers

It is with great sorrow that we have learned of the maaf
victims resulting from ‘the May Day celebrations n Poland.
Seven killed and hundreds wounded such is the result o
the sanguinary attack of the hirelings and lackeys of the bour
geoisie oif the revolutionary vanguard of the Polish prolerarist

We are full of admiration for the heroism of the W arsaw
workers, who although unarmed, resisted the savage artack
the P.P.S bands and under a perfect hail of blows cont
their demonstrative s101.

The workers of all countries will brand the shamelul rok
layed by the P.P.S. which, together with the police and
scists attacked the workers marching under the banners ““’S'

Communist Party of Poland. We are convinced that the PP

rank and file will also condemm the igmominious act of ¢ o
bands and will rather join the umited front inst the capral

offensive and fascist reaction for the establi mt of the Wor
kers and peasants government than join 10 a fratricidal ¢
of the working class. Let the blood spilt by the miscreants hasted
the split between the workers and the opportunist leaders
let it n the revolutionary unity of the arisl__J

Homnour to those who fell, struck down by 'the social trd
on May Day in Poland!

Shame on the assassins who spilt workers’ blood 10

streets of Warsaw! -
Fraternal greetings o the Communist Party of Pola

F xecative Commiftec, il

of the Communist Internat!




