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©On the African subcontinent a complex economlic-social system that seeks to conwert
the Union of South Africa into a white imperial power is being constructed.

1! itz expansionist policy, subimperialism in South Africa projects the control of the
greatest possible number of countries south of the Sahara, and especlally Nalawi,
thdcs:l. Zambia, Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland, Angola, Mozambique and the bantustans
themeelves,

And while South African tentacles try to seize meighboring territories, independent
or not, internally the racist regime of Pretoria imposes apartheid in an attempt 0
maintain the status quo.

We reprint the testimony collected by the French journdlist Edousrd Bailby on the
application of the theory of separate development of the races, and I8 consequences
— without digging Into the real reasons of economic cuploitation — in sex, education,
housing, work and sports, that is, in the daily life of the black, colored and Indian

inhabitants of the extreme south of the Afriean continent







Tue First colonizers who landed in
South Africa more than three cen-
turies ago were the Dutch. They
settled in Cape province in the ex-
treme south. In the 19th century
they were joined by the British
who tried to impose domination
over the original colonizers but the
latter refused, to submit to the
crown and left by the thousands for
the unknown interior of the coun-
try. This exodus — the Great
Trek — lasted some ten years, dur-
ing which time the Dutch fought
many fierce battles against the
blac whom they encountered
along their march,

The Union of South Africa became
a part of the British Commonwealtb
long before it obtained its indepen-
dence in 1961. At present it is gov-
erned by descendentes of the
Dutch colonizers, the Afrikanders,
whose language, Afrikaans, is very
similar to Dutch and who are Me-
thodists.

The Afrikanders control the prin-
cipal governmental and adminis-
trative posts through the Nation-
alist Party; the demands of apar-
theid forced their coexistence with
the English-speaking descendents of
the British colonizers, who repre-
sent less than 40% of the total of
4 000 000 whites living in the Union
of South Africa, including also some
300 000 descendents of French Hu-
guenots and certain other European
groups, compared to 14000000
blacks, 2000 000 mestizos of various
races and 650030 Indians. These
groups live in an area twice the
size of France,

Officially apartheid is a system
designed to stimulate the separate
development of the four ethnic com-
munities or, in other words, to pre-

serve the traditions, language and
interests of each of them. It is based
on one fundamental principle: a
nonwhite must never control a
white. “We wish to preserve our
western and European way of life,”
the whites say, “and since we are
in a minority, we are forced to pro-
tect ourselves so the majority
doesn't swallow us.” As self-justifi-
cation, they point to the fact that
the Unicn of South Africa is an
industrialized country today with
an extensive network of ultra-
modern highways, skyscrapers, fac-
tories, and an exceptional rate of
growth in the western world and
unique on the African ~ontinent.

“As s counterpart of the progress
we achieve by means of hard work
and discipline,” they add, “we give
the blacks and other ethnic groups
the opportunity to develop within
the framework of their own tradi-
tions.” This i what Prime Minister
Vorster says in a very simple for-
mula: South Africa is a multination-
al state and will never be a multi-
racial state.

I saw for myseli what this meant.

Landing at Johannesburg airport
in the midst of gold mines whose
fine dust is piled in parallelepipeds,
and hundreds of villas with private
swimming pools. I saw in the wait-
ing room the first warning: Euro-
peans only. The others — blacks,
colored or Indians — have to go
through another door intc a sepa-
rate room. This was my first en-
counter with apartheid. I was faced
with it throughout my stay in the
Union of South Africa, and even
when I would have liked to forget
it, events recalled its existence in
the most unusual places. Whites,
Blankes, Europeans, these three
words mean the same thing, White:
1 saw, I saw again: I read, I read

B | lstened and listened again,
v ir 1 opened a door to get
# 8 bus, Embarrassing, irritating,

ive, humiliating, like wounds
e landscape. At times this ex-
ot of apartheid reaches gro-
exiremes. For instance, in
tpoort, on the Mozambigue
iler, there are six different toilet
lities: one for white men,

iher for white women; one for
men, another for black
, one for Indian men, another
Indian women; but they've left
the colored. On the Cape penin-
, Which extends some 40 miles
B the Indian and Atlantic oceans,
tourist bus crosses an animal
Maerve in which some paths are
ferved for whites and others for
nonwhites,

The entire Union of South Africa
lves under the apartheid slogan. In
Johannesburg, as in the rest of the
gountry, there are two types of
buses: red for the Europeans and
green for the non-Europeans. In the
parks, on the avenues, at the bus
#lops, nonwhites cannot sit on the
same benches as whites. The same
pegregation applies to taxis. Post
@ffices and liquor stores have sepa-
rate doors, one for whites and the
other for nonwhites. Movie houses,
theaters, restaurants, bars and night
elubs are almost all reserved for
whites. Blacks can't use the same
elevator as whites; in sports cen-
ters, the blacks are shunted into a
corner, and in Johannesburg station
I saw entire corridors for whites
only. In Durban, South Africa’s
Miami in the Indian Ocean, there
are four beaches: one for whites,
one for blacks, one for Indians and
the other for colored. Nonwhites are
absolutely prohibited from enter-
ing or staying in a hotel for whites.
Apartheid is lax only when it would
be too costly to enforce it, as for
example in airplanes, where racial
gegregation is not applied. But once
on the ground, the nonwhites take

one road and the whites another.
These are some of the wisible
signs of apartheid immediately evi-
dent to the tourist or traveler. Even
foreign sailors stopping over in
South African ports are subjected
to these regulations. The only pub-
lic places where racial mixing is
permitted are in the churches at
Sunday mass, where men and
women of all colors pray together.
That is, with the exception of the
Dutch Reformed Church, which is
precisely the church that most
Afrikanders belong to and which
does practice apartheid. Except on
this unique occasion, nonwhites ean
only appear in the same public
places with whites if they are work-
ing there. That is, racial segregation
is such that it is virtually impos-
sible for whites 1o have contact
with nonwhites outside of work
hours unless they invite each other
to their homes. For example, it is
forbidden for a white and a non-
white to have a drink together in
a public place. In South Africa, peo-
ple of different colors can’t even
walk together on the street, because
there's no place they can meet.

Numbers

“We aren't citizens, we're simply
numbers. Slavery was supposed to
have been abolished in the 19th
century but here we continue 1o live
like slaves.” The author of these
words is James Mafuna, a black of
30 and some years. For 18 months,
he has been working as a journal-
ist for the Rand Daily Mail, one of
the most important English-lan-
guage newspapers in the Republic of

outh Africa and one of the few
that has taken a liberal stand. Like
all blacks, Mafuna is classified

administratively in a category, a
specific section, and his identity has




been reduced to a computer card.
Everyone who has worked for ten
consecutive years in Johannesburg,
and for the same boss, belongs to
section 10-1-A. 1f you work for 15
years in the same city with dif-
ferent bosses, you are in section
10-1-B, and so it goes. Any breech,
even after 20 or 30 years of work,
can put you into an inferior cate-
gory which means an interminable
series of miserable administrative
obstacles and job, housing, and tra-
vel problems. Mafuna, one of the
eight black journalists who works
on the Rand -Daily Mail, receives a
relatively “exceptional” salary be-
cause they pay him almost as much
as his white colleagues for doing
the same work. However, as a black,
he does not have the right to live
where he wants nor to move around
freely, “Because I am black,” he
told me, “I ecan't even live with my
wife.” It is a fact that, according to
the law, a black citizen born and
living in a city or district which is
part of the white area — which in-
cludes more than 85% of the Union
of South Africa — cannot change his
place of residence without specific
authorization. Since his wife lives
on one street and he on another,
they have to meet in the home of
their in-laws. “When my wife was
pregnant, we talked for a long time
about where the child should be
born. It was a sterile discussion: we
quickly reached the conclusion that,
no matter what we did, our child
would he subjected to the same
restrictions and humiliations as we
are.” Mafuna is a man whose dig-
nity has been trampled on and who
cannot hide his rebellion against
such injustice, His manner of speak-
ing reflects the emotion of a tor-
mented and morally wounded man.
But he still has courage. “I refuse
to be reduced to the level of a

vegetable' he said. “I won't let them
destroy me.” He studies French at
night “in order to be able to.read
the French-speaking African writ-
ers”; he studies and suhmerEes him-
self 1n reading. When 1 asked-him
if I could publish his name, he
answered: “For us, blacks, our en-
tire existence is a permanent pro-
blem: if I have a few more difficul-
ties, it doesn't matter....”

Implacable Laws

Apartheid crystallized as a doc-
trine inm 1848, but in practice it was
simply the culmination of three
centuries of racism. Each law ap-
proved reflects the systematic in-
tention of the white minority to
maintain economic and political
supremacy over the rest of the pop-
ulation. Certain examples will serve
to demonstrate this fact. A black
cannot remain within the ecity for
more than 72 hours without special
authorization, which can be with-
drawn at any moment and on any
pretext. Neither are you permitted
to have under your roof for more

than 72 hours, a married daughter, |

a son more than 18 years old or any
other relative, If declared “sur-
plus” at any moment, he can be
forced to leave his house and live
some place designated by the gov-
ernment.

Without judicial mandate and at
“whatever reasonable hour of the
day or night,” the police have the
right to enter and register any spot
in which there is reason to believe
that a black man of more than 18

ars of age iscommitting the sin of
iving with hig father without prior
authorization. Moreover, a police-
man has the right to register eve
servant’s room occuf)led by a blac
in a white household

At any moment it can be a crime
for an African to be in the city at
night without a written authoriza-
tion. Every black more than 16 years

earry a reference book.
penlity card i?d mm?where

. and a police re-
y m.-m;‘cnmplﬂzﬂbiugrn-
i ihe bearer. It gives him the
W work within a clearly de-
and no other. If he ghould
be away Irmnkwurkhmure
[ or gets sick and has to
' ‘:.:rn specified for more

#lx months, his rmission
be withdrawn and he would
back to the rural zones.
# has the bad luck of losing his
4l card he must go from city

¥ In search of an identity.
use of a job reservation law,
L eannot hold posts reserved

Whites nor receive the same
' for equal work. Employers
#lso prohibited from replacing
workers with black workers.
h these drastic laws, whites
tain the best jobs and highest

., According to available sta-
, only 2% of them live below
level of subsistence. As a result
::Im privileges that apartheid con-

on them, whites in the low-
#l pconomic categories have a class
rit which is not social but racial.
Engntiﬂn in the Union of South
lea has reached such proportions
that restaurants and cafeterias pre-
fer to hire European tourists as
lemporary employees before engag-
ing black employees, and don’t hes-
ilate to say so in the press.

No school for black children can
function without government au-
thorization; this authorization can
be denied if the government con-
siders that the school is of little in-
terest to blacks. Worse still, it is
an offense for a black resident in
the city to teach any of his black
friends to read and write; it is also
an offense for a white to teach his
servants to read.

Ever since 1927, sexual relations
between persons of different “races”
have been strictly prohibited by
law and the infractions are punigh-

able with a jail sentence. It must be
pointed out, incidentally, that a

rowing number of white South

ricans take weekend exeursions
to the Swaziland and Mozambique
brothels to enjoy the pleasures for-
bidden in their own country. In-
terracial marriages have also been
prohibited since 1849 although it
should be noted that they have not
been exactly stimulated by three
centuries of racism.

A black teacher cannot give lee-
tures in a white club and a black
cannot attend any type of meeting
organized by whites. No black can
buy land in the Union of South
Africa; in certain cases they are
permitted at most to be proprietors
of small shops. Blacks cannot nar-
ticipate in strikes, organize trade
unions or political parties in the
white zone, etc.

The same laws, with few dif-
ferences in detail, are applicable to
colored and Indians.

Absence of Conflict

“But how can you expect that,
with one wave of a magic wand, we
could overcome the natural antag-
onisms among people of different
races?” Piet Nel, top official in the
Ministry of Information and de-
scendant of French Huguenots, said:

Look just at what is happening

in the rest .of Africa, where

blacks kill each other over tribal
questions and coups d'etat oerur
one after another. With our pol-
icy of separate development, the
Union South Africa is polit-
ically one of the most stable
countries in the world. Economic
progress goes ahead without any
problem and one practically nev-
er hears of racisl incidents. It
is precisely to avoid them that
we maintain the special green




buses for blacks and separate

lines at the voting booths.

The same attitude was expressed
by the Minister of Sports, Frank

aring, when last September 12 he
declared that multiracial sports
were unacceptable because they led
to “considerable racial conflict.”

The strongest argument the
whites use on every occasion is that
based on economic progress.

In the Union of South Africa, they

point out blacks earn triple what

they can earn any place else in

Africa; they have their own

schools, three universities, their

own reservations and some day
they will even have their own
states within the Union of South

Africa. So why do the people of

Europe hate us so consistently?

We aren't eriminals.

A horrifying rationalization! The

whites are dishonest in their ra-

cism.

When I told a young white woman
what I thought about all this she
commented: “Separate buses and
benches are not important, the
blacks don't even notice them. What
really counts are the schools, hos-
pitals and housing we construct for
them.”

Exploitation

Apartheid or separate develop-
ment is conceived so that it extracts
the maximum profit from the sys-
tematic exploitation of the tremen-
dous work force supplied by non-
whites and no amount of housing,
schools and hospitals constructed
for blacks can alter this fact. The
laws are clear: under no circumstan-
ces can a black be superior to a
white, except in the territories
specifically reserved for blacks,
however intelligent, industrious and
efficient he may be. In the restau-
rants, the head waiter is invariably

white; in the factories all the en-
gineers and technicians are white
and in the hospitals, all surgical
operations are performed by white
personnel. Nevertheless, according
to a study published recently in the
South Agrir:an press, out ulya total
of 525 white bus drivers on “whites
only” buses in Johannesburgh, 78%

were prepared to accept black driv-

ers “provided they could do the
work.” This reaction is truly notable
in the Union of South Africa and
is discussed in the English lan-
guage press, which is more open to
dialogue than the rest,

In the suburbs of Johannesburg,
a modern city with 1300000 in-
habitants, where boredom reigns
ag soon as night falls, I knew the
director — a black man — of a sec-
on school for black children
attended by 500 students. This man,
49 years old, has a university de-

and a teaching experience of
-26 years; he earns 270 rands a month
or approximately $130. The begin-
ning salary for a white teacher is
295 rands. Why this discrimination?
Why is there a scale of values based
completely on racial criteria? Ac-
cording to 1967 official statistics, the
average monthly salary of a white
man in manufacturing was 232 rands
compared to 64 for an Indian, 59
for a colored and 43 for a black.
In construction, the white earns an
average of 237 rands while the black
receives scarcely 41 rands. These
proportions have not changed sig-
nificantly in recent years because
they are governed by very precise
laws. It is also interesting to observe
that the government invests 19 rands
a year in the education of a black
child and 270 rands in that of a
white child.

Muriel Horrell has writen about

this in an extraordinarily useful
book: Introduction to South Africa,
Ebﬁsh&d in Johannesburg by the

uth African Institute of Race Re-

lations. The difference in income

belween whites and nonwhites was
80 scandalous that last September
Harry Oppenheimer, magnate of
th African industry and Pres-
Ment of the Anglo-American Cor-
poration, demanded equal salary for
#qual work for all workers, inde-
pendently of their “races.”” The
#ntire country shook with indigna-
tion; the Financial Times of Johan-
Besburg immediately published an
#ditorial stressing that the idea was
wery generous but that the whites
would inevitably feel obliged to
reduce their own salaries if it was
accepted that those of nonwhites
should be raised. In other words,
Oppenheimer’s idea would be ex-
tremely costly to put into practice.
Therefore it seems that, unfortun-
Mtely, only a few enterprises will
continue — illegally — paying equal
salaries to whites and nonwhites for
the same work,

While Opposition

It is Vorster's Nationalist Party
government that will remain in
powen in the Union of South Africa
up until the next eleetions within
five years. With 127 seats in the Par-
liament out of a total of 174, this
E“:"v.r holds an absolute majority.

e interests of the Afrikanders are
very solidly protected.

In his Capetown office, furnished
with books and newspapers, de Vil-

llers Graf, — leader the United
Party, the principal o ition
white

inmp made up chiefly o
nglish-speaking South Afnicans —
nrlnined his policy in detail. He
believes that blacks must have par-
llamentarian representation, which
they don’t now have, and that they
must be allowed to elect eight
white members to Parliament to

resent their interests. When I

ed him if he opposed apartheid he
answered me very gravely, playing
with his eyeglasses in his right
hand: “This depends on what you

mean by apartheid. Let’s say I am
against the policy of the present
government." The only deputy of
the Progressive Party, which op-
posed apartheid, Helen Suzman, put
it this way: “There are gnly hawks
and super-hawks in the vanguards
of the government party and its
legal opposition.”

A glance at the daily press con-
firms this. Chipo achingwe,
daughter of the Ambassador of
Malawi and black, of course, is in
a Catholic college for white girls.
The question was raised in a min-
isterial meeting in September when
It was asked: "Isn't this an infrac-
tion of apartheid?” “Absolutely not,”
the Minister in charge replied,
“because Miss Kachingwe is the
daughten of a foreign diplomat.”
It also created a scandal in the
Union of South Africa when Prime
Minister Vorster permitted himself
to be photographed seated between
two blacks at a banquet held during
the recent visit of Hastings Banda,
President of Malawi. Other scandals
were caused by the fact that the
government authorized an African
diplomat to live in a white section
of the Cape; because Prince Pinda
Dhalamini, son of the King of
Swaziland, was operated 6n in a
hosp'tal for whites in Johannesburg;
and because last September 11, for
the first time, colored were allowed
in the Bloemfontein hippodrome.
The slightest exception to the ab-
solute taboos of apartheid, almost
invariably causes a wave of pro-
tests. If the government practically
ignores this, it is simply due to
the need for labor or because it
has to make a distinction between
foreign blacks with diplomatic

status and the blacks of South
Africa,

There has been tremendous dis-
cussion around the question of mul-
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tiracial teams. The whites are dis-
gusted by the foreign boycott of -
their teams and increasingly “inter-
ested in restricting the application
of apartheid in sports. re is a
suggestion in the air for authorizing
noenwhites to participate on white
teams at international meetings
held in South Africa; and that an
“international” stadium could be
constructed for use by all “races.”
Perhaps nonwhites could be includ-
ed on teams that compete abroad.
These are ideas suggested in the

and over radio. “It is absolute-
y grotesque,” a black man said
to me indignantly. “They scorn us,
they humiliate us, they keep us out
of public life, and when there
are international competitions they
“want to take a few good black ath-
letes to exhibit them among the,
whites, I decline.,”

Furious because the white cricket
team was recently unable to play in
Australia, Vorster gave a hot speech
accusing an Australian “minority”
of having sabotaged the trip. “That’s
the joke of the year,” a black in
Johannesburg told me. “For 300
years a minority has been imposing
its laws here.” _

The Homelands

For purposes of “separate develop-
ment” the whites have divided
South Africa into zones and reser-
vations. More than B5% of the ten-
ritory is the white zone where only
whites can be proprietors. Within
this zoné, there are well defined:
“black spot” sectors, cities or dis-
tricts for nonwhites. The inhabitants
of these areas make up the work
force of the white zone and are
therefore authorized to enter the
white sector daily to work there.
Under apartheid, the colored are
grouped together mainly in Cape

ince and the Indians in the Dur-

n area, while the blacks remain
concentrated around the big indus-
trial cities.

In addition to the “black spots”
in the white zones, eight Bantu or
native land aneas have been created
in various regions of the Union of
South Africa outside Cape province
for the purpose of regrouping blacks.
of different ethnic origin and thus
favoring their separate develop-
ment. territories are very
arbitrarily defined and are fre-
quently made up of innumerable
small properties because they were
extended little by little by state
purchases of lands owned by whites
which were then handed over to
blacks. They are now semi-autono-
mous areas that cover an approxi
mate 13% of the Union of South
Africa. The majority were created
out of nothing on extremely poor
land. In theory, the blacks of the
native lands are owners of their
individual ground and have the
‘own schools, hospitals and storesj
they enjoy a certain grade of auto
omy in the management of the
own affairs under the vigilant eyes
of white “assistants” placed there
by Pretoria, of course. Blacks in
these areas can only enter the white
.zone with special authorization; in
any case the great majority of them
do so only in order to go to work
in a city or a specific factory where
they are employed under a contract
that obliges them to return to their
native land after a year. In other
words, the whites have created
labor reserve on which they can

draw any time they consider it nec
essary. According to official state
ments, “when these native lands
have stable institutions and a viable
economy, they will be able to ob

tain their independence and become
a of a South African Union
with a political and economiec com
mon market.” In reply to a journal
ist who asked whether the gover

of Pretoria would permit these
states to be totally indepen-
and é;osaiblﬁ to have rzlations
the Soviet Union and the Peo-
Republic of China, Prime Min-
Vorster made a marvelous re-
“We will play fair, but of
we will advise them against

" It is not by chance that the

of South Africa buys arms
France and Great Britain.

-p Transkei

The Transkei is the most advanced
of the native lands. I took a forty-
minute flight in a Piper Comanche
from the port of East London to
Umtata, capital of Tnanskei, 140
miles away, };referring this to the
Mlternative of a 17-hour train trip.

%es are extremely scarce and
there is no regular airline. In Um-
tata I saw Hans Abraham, General
Commissioner of the white South
Alrican government who has thene-
fore been supervising the develop-
ment of political structures in the
territory as well as its economic
progress over the past 11 years. With
[ Topulatiun of 2000000, the Trans-
kel covers approximately an area
the size of Denmark; legislative
gqur is in the hands of an assem-

ly of 109 blacks of whom less than
half were elected by universal suf-
frage. The Cabinet selects this as-
sembly by secret ballot and it con-
migts of a Prime Minister (the pre-
#ent Primer Minister is the black
conservative leader Kaiser Matan-
gima) and six ministers, supported
by a white Secretary of State. Al-

though Transkei has its own flag,

its own national hymn and its own

eitizenship, its autonomy is never-

theless somewhat limited by the
fact that it cannot revise the Cons-

titution given it by the all-white
ls:;;ith rican Parliament in May

Abraham is a robust man with

ears almost doubled over and a

nose on which are mounted a pair
of dark glasses. He is over concerned
with his measured words. He speaks
frankly:

If we, the whites, weren't there
to help the blacks of Transkei
— the Xhosas — they would be
dying of hunger. They are good
people, very peaceful, but lazy
and careless without any sense
of discipline and organization.
The same thing happens with all
the blacks. The women work in
the field while the men live as
beggars. Do you know of any
other country where you can rest
for four or five years? That's
what happens in Transkei,

Abraham doesn't hate blacks but
he considers them a permanent loss;
nevertheless, like a good white, ac-
cording to his words, he kills him-
self working to put them on the
night road.

A white government official told
‘me: “Oh, Mr. Bailby, the blacks
like Mr. Abraham a lot. He's very
.good to them, you know, very ded-
icated ... "

Umtata is a city with a provin-
cial air in which the women carry
their children around the waist in
multicolored blankets. There is very
little to indicate that Transkei is the
key to “one of the most dynamic

litical experiments of all times.”

e gap between employment and
population rate increases every year.
Such is the present situation that
some 300 000 inhabitants of Transkei
have to work elsewhere. The aver-
age earnings for a black teacher
are about 100 rands a month: less
than 40% of the children of Trans-
kei attend school and out of every
hundred that receive primary edu-
cation, not more than JPDrfiniah their
studies. Van Zyl, an important white
official in Umtata, gave me the
answer: “All this takes time, as you
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know. Maybe there will be work for
everyone in the world within 50
years.” With an annual budget of
32 000 000 rands, 12000 000 collected
from local taxes and contributions,
Transkei lives poorly. Last year
180 000 Xhosas received permission
to work for a year in the white zone.
“In-the Republic,” as the whites
say.

The Zulus

North of Durban with its 690 000
inhabitants of whom 270 000 are In-
dians, is Zululand, a territory of
undulating hills and wvalleys, con-
ceded to the Zulus by the whites.
There are a total of 200 parcels ir-
regularly distributed over 22000
km? on which some 2 500 000 Zulus
live. The government of Pretoria
has constructed a few dirt roads
which permit them to move around
within their territory, but the rail-
road and asphault roads with good,
well-kept restaurants, follow the
white corridors that still cross the
country.

Scme 250 km northwest of Dur-
ban, in a small hamlet five km from
Mahalbatini, I met Gatsha Buthele-
zi, Prime Minister of Zululand since
his election in June 1970, He has
his house, his garden full of flowers
in a region wﬁere the harvests be-
long to the tribal eommunity. Bu-
thelezi is a black who is more and
more discussed in the ReEublic of
South Africa. Although he is of-
ficially accepted by the white au-
thorities, he sometimes says cer-
tain disagreeable truths about
them. Nevertheless, the Pretoria
government is caught in its own trap
and finds itself forced to continue
the game for the moment.

Buthelezi was born in a Swedish
hospital in the Union of South
Africa; he is 43 vears old and the

father of seven children; his reli
gion is Anglican. At first acquain
tance he seems timid and when
visited him we remained standing
for several minutes in front of hi
leopard-skin covered sofa, simply
smiling. When our two-hour cons
versation ended, however, we uns
derstood each other perfectly. B
thelezi is a frank man, warm, open
and subtle in his replies. He close!
his eyes for a long time before
answering. The Zulus — and many
other blacks as well — are identl
fied with him: when he returned
from a visit to the United States
thousands of blacks traveled long
distances to welcome him enthusiass
tically at the Durban airport.

“Do you believe that the caus
of the blacks is helped by visits te
the Union of South Africa of head
of African states?" I asked him.

That doesn’t cause any essentig
change, but when the President o
Malawi was here recently, thou
sands of blacks went to see him a
his hotel. They couldn't believe that
a black like themselves could be
received with the same equality
a white. They were deeply moved
to see that he was really treated
with respect and dignity. This stim:
ulated them.

Buthelezi condemns apartheid, bu
he is a moderate man and was caw
tious when I asked him what
thought of the movement “Black
beautiful,” which is gaining strength
among the South African blacks
“No,” he said, “the black is also
beautiful. I detest racism no mattes
where it comes from but the fact i
that whites create such a situation
here that blacks are completely
hopeless and are creating more and
more children with the idea of tak
ing by force pieces of the bastio
of the white empire.” Buthelezi does
not try to hide the limitations of
his power or the fact that the major
part of the best lands belong tg
whites, or that apartheid creates an

ble situation. In sum, that
Africa is the hottest spot in
: world after Viet Nam.

mm Citles

Buthelezi is hostile to the idea
stparate development on the
nds that “culture can't be pre-

in a jar." His chief preoc-

tlon is the future of the town-

ps, the bedroom cities for blacks

Mitside the big cities like Johan-
mesburg.

These people have no executive
wer; they are completely sub-

pcted to the laws of apartheid
and live in a horrible state of
poverty. They are exploited to
the maximum and aren't even
given the right to return to their
native land if they want to. They
are no longer Zulus or Xhosas;
they are exiled workers, driven
out of the white zone. If some-
thing isn't done to improve the
lot of these people, there's going
to be a revolution in the urban
areas that will eat us all up.

With a population of 700 000,

Boweto, a black city 20 kilometers
from Johannesburg, is the third
Inrgest city in the Republic of South
Alrica, But since it iz a black city,
It doesn’t appear on any map. To
go there, you have to have permis-
glon from the authorities that is
valid for only a few hours. The
gity is constructed on a circular plan
divided into eight neighborhoods
in which blacks are distributed ac-
gording to their ethnic origin; it
gonsists of rows of small houses
with three rooms, bath and a garden.
A government official showed me
the last of the indigent neighbor-
hoods, horr'ble and miserable,
gwarming with children, “We have
peplaced the indigent neighbor-
hoods with these houses,” he told
me. “You can see for yourself that
we aren't oppressors nor pigs." It

*is a fact that in Soweto the author-

ities have built schools, clinics,
houses, stores and service stations.
They have even built an attractive
restaurant and a tower from which
one can admire the panorama of the
city. From all appearances, Soweto
is a clean, well-designed working-
class city.

I went back there later and got
to know some well-off blacks who
told me just what hell it really was
to live there. When the black work-
ers return to their homes with their
pay on Friday night, bands of young-
sters of undetermined origin, their
faces covered with bandannas, ate
tack them with bicycle chains and
iron bars. Twenty ecr'mes every
weekend. There are 20 00) youths in
the streets, half of whom stay all
night in the unlighted streets. More
than 70% of the inhabitants of the
city live below subsistence level and
are forbidden to leave the place to
try «w earn a living elsewhere. The
only acceptable reason for a black to
leave Soweto is to go to work in the
white industrial zones during the
day. In theory the black population
of Soweto and all the othen town-
ships elects a municipal council to
administer its affairs. But blacks
have no property rights. Mr, Ma-
ponya is the richest businessman in
the c'ty and is well known in Johan-
nesburg because he is presented as
a brilliant example of the benefits
of apartheid, but he isn't allowed
to open a supermarket. He is now
manager of one or two small food
stores but he is only permitted to
sell consumer supplies of strictly
basic daily need. No black in So-
weto is permitted to sell furniture,
clothing, household goods, gasoline,
automobiles. The sale of these items
is confined exclusively to whites,
which clearly illustrates the econ-
omic use of apartheid. "They treat
us as if we were baboons,” a 30-




year-old black told me bitterly while

he served me a drink in a friend's.

house, At the same time he told
me that a black can serve alcoholic
beverages to a white, but a white
who serves drinks to a black can
be fined for doing so. “One day
when 1 was abroad, I had to go to
the Embassy of the Republic of

South Africa for a document. The

secretary of the Embassy had the
effrontery to ask me: ‘How are
things at home?' What a farce!" The
black told me this anecdote to dem-

onstrate the hypocrisy of “these,

people” but he immediately started
to laugh. Despite apartheid, blacks
still maintain their sense of humor.

The Race of Sirs

Whites conly, Europeans only,
Whites, Blankes, Whites, Whites. ..
they've kept all the best for them-
selves, I saw them in Durban, on
the avenue that runs along the sea,
bowling on their manicured lawns.
The women with their white skirts
and hats, the men with their short
white pants and colonial helmets.
They bend lightly, watching each
movement of the game, enigmatic,
indifferent to the extericr world,
E;e:umptiuus, and very satisfied to

long to the “white race,” the race
of sirs.

Above all, Durban is a ecity of
Il;:dianl:,l descendants of slaves

ought less than a century ago by
thtugritish to work on the sugar
plantations. “You should know,” a
local merchant, white of course, told
me, “that the Indians are not dis-
contented with apartheid. They
know wery well that the blacks
would maltreat them just as they
are doing in East Africa, if we didn't
protect them.” For this reason they
reserve a certain numben of jobs
— the worst paid — and certain

. B

g;b;n diﬁicu !Dl;:}' the Indiaﬂs, s;:
can advance by separate devel-
opment. Nevertheless, although au-
tonomous territories for the blacks
are contemplated, nothing has been
set aside for the Indians and colored.
The solution to this problem is one
of the foremost questions of the
Union of South Africa at this mo-
ment. Disputes have arisen within
Prime Minister Vorster's majority
arty concerni whether native
and should also created for the
colored. Where should they be put?
Should thev be definitively assimi-
lated by the white community? In
Capetown, the only white city in
the Republic of South Africa where
one can sense a growing feeling of
liberalism, I met several people who
did not reject the idea of including
Indians and coloned within the white

community, possibly excluding
blacks, but -with a liberalized form
of apartheid.

In this gigantic, dynamic and
industrialized country, modern in so
many ts, where blacks, lions
and elephants are separated and
placed on their own reservations,
are there whites who really and
sincerely oppose apartheid? There
are, but a handful. They admit
that there aren't more than a few
thousand. There are others who
would be prepared to join them
were it not for the question they
ask themselves: “What can we do?
We reject racism but we are a lin-

guistic, traditional and cultural mi--

nority, how can we avoid disap-
pearing in the mass of Africans?”
Organizations

Against ln.plrthll_-d

In Juhahnest;urg I met some of
these valiant white fighters who feel

‘profoundly distressed in the face of

such incomprehension and injustice.

belong to two organizations:
the South African Institute of Race
Relations and the Christian Insti-
tute of Southern Africa, which are

patiently and modestly forging links
among the wvarious communities.
They publish some extremely use-
ful pamphlets and organize lectures
and meetings. They have to watch
their step because of the law against
communism which imposes severe
penalties on all attempts to intro-
duece social changes. These two pri-
vate organizations carry out ad-
mirable but limited work.

Occasionally individual actions
against apartheid take place. In
September, a 47-year-old Anglican
pastor, Rev. Bernie Wrankmore,
started a 40-day hunger strike on a
hill overlooking Capetown, in pro-
test against racial segnegation and
torture in the prisons. He seated
himself under an umbrella, among
the trees, and was visited by hun-
dreds of South Africans of all colors
who came to demonstrate their sup-
port. I myself saw them, seated on
tree trunks and looking out across
the sea to the l\rrison on Robben
Island where Nelson Mandela, a
53-year-old black, is sentenced to
life imprisonment for having dared
to demand an end to apartheid. On
the fortieth day of his hunger strike,
various tens of thousands of per-
sons — white, black and colored —
gathered on the hillside to make
their &rmm felt in support of
Rev. Wrankmore. “"Each individual
must discover the truth anew for
himself,” he told me, “fon the good
of all the men and women of this
country."

With his actions, Rev. Wrank-
more succeeded in bringing together
in a public place South Africans of
all colors and religions, something
never before seen in this country
where racism reaches such extremes
that, at the farthest point of the
Cape of Good Hope, where the
oceans come together, at the en-
trance of a public lavatory the final
announcement on the African con-
tinent is: White ladies only.

The Awakening

“We can hope for nothing more
from the whites and so we must fall
back on ourselves, we must open
our own schools, create our own
organizations and develop our own
culture and traditions. We have to
convert ourselves into a brave and
hardworking ple and we must
be ready to defend our cause to the
'end."

The young man speaking, like
many of his comrades, has become

- aware of what it is to be black.

“For sbme months,” according to
M. Moerane, editor of a daily paper
almost exclusively for blacks, with
the fourth largest circulation in the
Union of South Africa,” an im-
mense movement has been growing
among the blacks. “Black is beauti-
ful,” these are the words that no-
body had the counage to utter in
‘public two or three years ago.”

Growing numbers of blacks are
reaching the conclusion that if

- whites impose separate development

on them, they should follow that
line to the letter of the law: *We
will see who wing then..." Various
more or less clandestine move-
ments are now taking form; Saso,
with a racial tendency, has some
influence among black students.
This group’s activities must be ad-
ded to those of the African Nation-
al Congress (ANC), which was
banned inmediately after . the
Sharpeville massacre in Mareh of
1950 (69 blacks dead and 178 wound-
ed) and which continues to be the
major clandestine movement in
South Africa, If the white South
African community persists in its
racist posture, it is very possible
that it is preparing the road to
future bloodshed and the disintegra-
tion of its empire. One's own cul-
ture can't be saved by destroying

others'.






