Angola

MPLA Examines

May Coup

In a report that reads rather like a
taut espionage mystery, the Political
Bureau of the MPLA has released its
version of the events leading up to the
May 27 attempted coup in Angola. The
30-page report, published recently, is
the most detailed account vet of what
the MPLA has called the factionalist
activities of the coup’s leaders. Nito
Alves and Jose Van Dunen.

While the document asserts that the
coup attempt failed because itreceived

little or no support from the Angola’s
workers and peasants, it does give
some indication of the depth of the
factionalism that had divided the
MPLA itself. Tt is extraordinarily frank
for a document of its kind in assessing
the weaknesses within MPLA that pro-
vided the plotters with fertile soil in
which to spread their divisiveness.
The reﬁort also charges that West-
ern intelligence agencies were in-
volved with the plot although it fails to
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provide any specific details. “The com-
ing months will bring to the surface the
concrete facts of imperialist interven-
tion in this conspiracy in which pseu-
do-leftist served as a screen for im-
perialist participation,” the report
states.,

Early Moves

The coup leaders began their activi-
ties inside MPLA almost as soon as the
Portuguese dictatorship fell on April
25, 1974, "It was a time of ideological
indecision among some of the youth,”
the report relates, “who had access toa
flow of revolutionary literature which
they avidly devoured and immediately
applied to the Angolan context as the
cure-all for every political problem.”

As various “committees” sprang up
within the now legal MPLA, Alvesand
Van Dunen formed a study group
basing their analysis initially on the
writings of Enver Hoxha, the Albunian
Communist leader, but quickly mov-
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ing on, by early 1975, to an analvsis
inspired by Mao-Tse-Tung—an “inco-
herent ‘analysis of classes of Angola,””
according to the report, "nothing more
than a simplistic transposition” of
Muo's theory.

Reflecting what appears to be long
repressed frustrution on the part of
MPLA's leaders, the report says the

group quoted the writings of Lenin
and other Murxist writers “to justify
this or that position of the factionalist
group.”

Facing a threatening military situa-
tion that the report says “took prece-
dence over MPLA’s organizational
problems and the need for ideological
clarification,” the Political Bureau
admits to a “certain passivity” towards
the factionalists, who attacked the
caution of MPLA’s leadership in issu-
ing analysis “not based on a serious
study of Angloan social realities”™ as
“rightist,” “social democratic,” and
later as “Maoist,” after the Chinese

osition became clearly one of support
or FNLA and UNITA, “anti-Soviet,”
and “anti-communist.” The report
admits that these charges affected both
“honest militants” and diplomats from
friendly countries, not identified speci-
fically, who were often besieged by the

group.

The report relates repeated attempts
on the part of the coup leaders to gain
control of MPLA over the past three
years—from the Lusaka Conference
of MPLA in Zambia in September
1974, through the constant placing of
loyal factionalists within the civil ser-
vice, the MPLA's Revolutionary In-
struction Committees (the cadre train-
ing groups), and ultimately to the
attempts to control the movement’s
Mass Organization Department and
the army, FAPLA. These efforts are
related in detail in the report, tracing
the precise moves of many of the
individuals involved as the strength of
the factionalists grew.

Extending Tentacles

Ultimately, the report admits, the
lot reached high into the upper eche-
ons of the movement to include Pro-
vincial Commissioners, the top gov-
ernment officials, in five of sixteen
provinces, as well as a significant
number of military commanders.
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After the end of the 1976 Second
War of Liberation, and especially after
the Central Committee’s October 1976
decision to curb Alves’ growing
strength by abolishing his major power
base, his Ministry of Internal Admini-
stration, from the new government
[see Southern Africa, June/July 1977],
the factionalists turned to sabotage.
The Provincial Commissioners “pro-
hibited the free movement of goods”
and hampered the distribution of
imported consumer goods on which
the government had spent precious
foreign currency to alleviate some of
the food shortages in the country. The
report says that the commissioners
even, at times, prevented the market-
ing of peasants’ produce.

By late 1976, MPLA leaders
realized increasingly that factionalism
would be a problem that they would
have to confront directly. The report
asserts that in its fight against factional-
ism, “the movement’s leadershj
always tried to win back the factionaE
ists,” a tactic used in t factional
disputes. “Tt therefore always avoided
administrative measures, preferring
the method of discussing the problem
through MPLA bodies.”

Fanatical Phraseology

Mistaken by the factionalists for
softness or even weakness on the
of the leadership, the method failed.
“When honest militants tried to pro-
mote ideological debate, they were
faced with the same hollow and
increasingly fanatical phraseology,
which could not stand up the slightest
to mi}ita.n:1 analysis but (;v ich con.gl)lied
people and undermined any possibility
of grawing benefit from meetings
designed to clarify matters.”

Above all, the report charges that
the factionalists avoided at all times a
discussion of concrete Angolan reality.
“In their speeches, their writ:’ntis,
their statements at meetings,” the
report continues, “never was there the
slightest indication of their economic
concepts, or any reference to the acute
groblems of Angola’s economy.” The

ctionalists instead “misled people
with vague and wordy promises of a
bhookish  socialism which did not
demand any sacrifice and which was
‘easy” to buiid with quotations from the
great classics.”

As the tension mounted during the
early months of 1977, MPLA decided
to undertake an investigation of Alves
and Van Dunen. With the date
approaching in late May when the
report was to be issued, the factional-
ists decided to attempt to take power.
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But even as late as May 21 after
President Agostinho Neto announced
that the two were expelled from MPLA
and even as MPLA leaders knew
privately of a plot to overthrow the
%;)vemment, “the decision to recover

ose ‘strayed sheep’ for the MPLA™
according to the report, “was explicit.
Even here the MPLA's philosophy of
giving erring militants an opportunity
to mend their ways was respected.”

Foreign Interest

Although the repoert does not detail
external involvement in the coup
planning, it does assert that “imperial-
ist espionage agencies and especially
French agencies and their European
allies” moved quickly to take advan-
tage of MPLA's{i'actiona.l disputes. The
report also states that for several days
before the coup attempt, Zairean and
South African troops massed in
increasing numbers on Angola's
northern and southern borders.

Furthermore, the report says that
both Mobutu Sese Seko, the president
of Zaire, and Jonas Savimbi, UNITA’s

Still Under Fire

Despite the absence of hard evi-
dence linking the West to the coup
attempt, there is no doubt that the
campaign to destabilize MPLA con-
tinues, both by overt acts of hostility
along its borders, and unfriendly re-
ports in the press.

Receiving little press coverage in
the West, two communiques released
by the Angolan Ministry of Defense in
July charge that South Africa has
stepped up its military activity on
Angola’s southern border. Followin
at least seven incidents in May an
June, the Defense Ministry says South
Africa shot down a transport plane over
the Angolan town of Kuangar on the
Namibian border. Twelve people were
killed. The next day the South Africans
bombarded the town of Calueque to
the west with artillery, causing many
casualties, Calueque is near the
Cunene river dam project.

Paulo Jorge, Angola’s Foreign Min-
ister, sent telegrams protesting the
incidents, to b051 the Secretary Gen-
eral of the OAU and the UN. Denying
that the attacks were carried out by
UNITA, as the South African press and
radio had claimed, Jorge said that
public opinion had been “deluded to
camoflage neo-colonialist and expan-
sionist agressive intentions.”

leader, have made statements in favor
of the coup. “In London a strange
representative of Alves announced
that he was going to Paris to meet
UNITA elements,” the report states,
adding “Western chancelleries were
optimistic as to the advantages the
success of the coup would provide for
capitalist interests.”

The Political Bureau admits that
“with the coup attempt of May 27, our
structures are somewhat shaken”
Still, MPLA's leaders persist in look-
ing to the future—to continual
increases in preduction and slow but
constant revival of the economy: to the
organization of education and heaith
and the battle against illiteracy; to the
planning of studies in preparation for
MPLA’s congress later this year,
Already, reports the Political Bureau,
it has embarked on a “broad move-
ment of criticism and self-criticism
throughout the movement,” designed
to “make it possible to uncover and
correct some of the weaknesses
which facilitated the factionalists
maneuvers.” O

Still the attacks continued. In late
July the Ministry of Defense an-
nounced that SouK African troops had
occupied Kuangar “with the aim of
destroying our young Republic and
thus hampering the irresistible ad-
vance of SWAPQ combatants.” The
Ministry also said that Calueque and
Santa Clara in the south and Caianda in
the east, had been attacked.

Again the South African press
claimed that these attacks were the
work of UNITA, and this time their
assertions could almost be seen as a
prologue to a series of seven front-page
articles on UNITA which appeared in
the Washington Post in mig-August.
The articles relate a seven-month trip
inside AnFola with UNITA by Leon
Dash, a black reporter who also trav-
eled with UNITA and wrote a four-part
series in 1973,

Dash’s eyewitness accounts of sev-
eral guerrilla attacks and his bold
conclusion that the guerrillas “effec-
tively occupy the southern half of the
country” is certain to enhance the
international impression of UNITA
strength. Yet the South African claim
that UNYTA has occupied Kuangar was
the only time that UNITA appeared to
control any town of any size.



