
Angola 

Leaders of Attempted 
Coup Arrested

Two months after the attempted 
coup d'etat in Angola, life is gradually 
returning to normal. Southern Africa 
learned that Nito Alves, the central 
figure in the coup attempt, has been 
arrested by the MPLA in Angola. No 
additional information about his arrest 
could be obtained, but the Angolan 
ambassador to the UN indicated that in 
all several hundred had been arrested.  

Angolan President Agostinho Neto 
said in a speech before a large crowd in 
Luanda in mid-June, that the conspira
tors---called 'factionalists' in Angola-
were spread through MPLA organiza
tions and agencies of the government, 
in Luanda and other provinces.  
Among those arrested were members 
of the general headquarters of the 
army, the state security police, the 
provincial commissions, the military 
and civil police, the MPLA Central 
Committee itself, of schools, unions, 
and nationalized and private enter
prises.  

A first hand inquiry by Afrique Asie, 
Paris, has substantially supplemented 
recently released information from 
Luanda. The report indicates that the 
coup leaders-Alves, Jose Van Dunem 
and several others-began to plan the 
coup in late October 1976, but their 
expulsion from MPLA forced them to 
act earlier. The report also reveals that 
the MPLA had already thwarted one 
coup plot before the actual May 27 
attempt.  

Alves, Van Dunen, and a white 
Angolan woman born in Cabinda, Cita 
Vales, had begun the systematic re
cruiting of militants and cadres in op
position to Neto, and the Political 
Bureau of MPLA. Joining with them 
were some foreigners, primarily Por
tuguese who had come to Luanda after 
the April 25, 1974 revolution in Por
tugal. They infiltrated diverse struc
tures of the MPLA, the government 
and the army, in Luanda and in other 
provinces.  

Cita Vales was an important figure in 
the MPLA's Department for the Or
ganization of the Masses (DOM) which 

ad the responsibility for overseeing 
the political mobilization of Angolans,

through the Angolan Women's Organi
zation, MPLA Youth, and its Action 
committees. Vales used her previous 
experience as a clandestine member of 
the Young Portuguese Communists to 
create a structure-a sort of secre
tariat-to challenge the state and 
spread distrust of the decisions of the 
MPLA leadership.  

Alves Removed from Office 
At a Central Committee meeting in 

late October these activities were de
nounced and the problem of factional
ism heatedly debated. Nito Alves was 
removed from his position as Minister 
of Internal Administration, although 
he remained a member of the Central 
Committee, and Vales was expelled 
from her office.  

Deviations within the political com
missariat of the army were rebuked, 
the Central Committee completely re
organized DOM and restricted to 
Angolan citizens exclusively the right 
to ideological debate within MPLA, 
thus automatically eliminating a num
ber of important Portuguese citizens 
who had been active in Angolan poli
tics before that.  

In addition, the Committee decided 
to shut down the afternoon daily 
paper, Diario de Luanda, which had 
become a forum for Alves' speeches 
and declarations. This left a single 
morning paper in Luanda, the Journal 
de Angola, whose white editor, but 
long-time MPLA militant Fernando 
de Costa Andrade, would later become 
a prime target of criticism by the fac
tionalists.  

After these serious blows to their 
prestige and power, the conspirators 

eg an an intensive campaign to sabo
tage all the sectors of life in Angola and 
to reinforce their own clandestine 
organization. According to the Af
rique-Asie report, they organized a 
veritable parallel movement next to 
MPLA, a sort of anti-party, counter 
government which aimed at seizing 
power. They sought the destabiliza
tion of the country and the total dis
credit of the government and the lead
ership of MPLA. MPLA's Political 
Bureau indicated that the conspirators

had contacts with some foreign em
bassies, while not identifying them.  

Recruitment was also heavy among 
the military. Some commanders were 
encouraged to travel regularly to 
Luanda for meetings and de ate, leav
ing certain areas of the country more 
susceptible to infiltration from the out
side. Sympathizing officers withheld 
pay from their soldiers to promote dis
content. The bank account of a com
mander of the Military Police was 
found to contain the salaries of at least 
forty soldiers.  

Sabotage within the Ministry of 
Commerce was undertaken by the 
Minister himself, David Aires Ma
chado, who exacerbated congestion in 
the crowded ports by refusing to off
load ships which were carrying impor
tant food products--claiming that local 
markets couldn't absorb them, while 
food shortages in Luanda and other 
towns increased. Edmond Vales, head 
of the commission for restructuring of 
heavy industry and brother of Cita 
Vales, opposed the purchase of spare 
parts from western markets--despite 
the western origin of the machinery
under thepretext that it would be trad
ing with the imperialists.  

In some neighborhoods, Alves had 
ordered the local committees or state 
stores which stocked immense quanti
ties of food of all sorts to refuse to dis
tribute them. "Take your complaints 
to the mulattos and whites who rule 
this government," the people were 
then told.  
Central Committee 
Expels Factionalists 

The Central Committee met on May 
20, amid this explosive atmosphere, 
and most of its members demanded 
immediate disciplinary measures 
against the factionalists. Fifteen min
utes before the meeting was due to 
convene, Neto changed the site from 
downtown Luanda's Museum of the 
Revolution to a location 15 miles south 
of Luanda closer to his home.  

Apparently the Political Bureau had 
learned that a demonstration against 
the government had been organized to 
take place outside the Museum. Mem
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bers of the 9th annored division and 
military police who were "Nitoists" 
were to surround the Muse um to "pro
tect" the demonstrators; the majority 
of the Central Committee loyal to Neto 
were to be taken hostage, cut off from 
contact with the outside; and Nito 
Alves was to have delivered an ulti
matum-the immediate dissolution of 
the Central Committee and the Poli
tical Bureau, and in case of refusal or 
resistance, their arrest. 

The Central Committee demanded 
the expulsion of Alves and his sup
porters, but Neto made one last at
tempt to reconcile differences. Sus
pending the meetings until the after
noon, he met with Alves and Van
Dunen arguing once again for the 
necessity of maintaining MPL\ on a 
sound base of national unity against 
serious threats to Angola from the 
outside. 

Tiie factionalists wouldn't budge 
and Neto supported their expulsion. 

The tentative date for the coup set 
after the meeting in October for a year 
hence-to coincide with the eve of the 

next MPLA Congress-was hastily 
changed. No longer members of the 
Central Committee, the freedom of 
movement Alves and Van Dunen 
needed in order to organize was cur
tailed. Their plans were further aggra
vated when M PLA discovered arms 
caches in the Luanda neighborhood of 
Sambizanga. They then opted for the 
May 27 date. 

MPLA Shaken 
The coup attem_pt has dearly shaken 

MPLA. In the face of monumental 
tasks of reconstruction following the 
war and severe threats on both the 
northern and sou them borders, MPLA 
leaders have had to confront a severe 
division within their own ranks. 

What of the future? 
Speaking in a large meeting in mid

June, President Neto again called on 
the Angolan people to press on with 
the primary tasks of national recon
struction and defense. Citing recent 
attacks across the Zaire border, viola
tions of Angola air space, and bom
bardment of villages, Neto said that 

Attack on Mapai 
Following is an excerpt from a re

port in Mozambique's weekly Tempo 
from Mapai, the village in western 
Mozambique that was raided and oc
cupied by Rhodesian security forces on 
May 29. The raid, one of dozens that 
have taken place in the year since Mo
zambique closed its border to Rho
desia, prompted Security Council ses
sions that took place at the end of June. 

Mapai is completely destroyed. We 
had hardly ente,·ed the town when we 
smelled the characteristic odor of 
rotting flesh, coming from the corrafs 
where »wre than 100 head of cattle lay 
dead. When Rhodesian troops occu
pied the town they machine-gunned all 
the cattle they found. They also pil
laged the people s store and then dyna
mited it, as well as a granary that held 
several tons of com. 

Al»wst all of the houses of the town 
were dynamited. Nothing remained of 
the Nga/a transport company. The 
company's garage and about twenty 
vehicles were completely destroyed, 
also by dynamite. 

26 SOUTHERN AFRICA/AUGUST 1977

Altogether, damage must be more 
than $4 million. The people in the sur
rounding rural area have lost all the 
services rendered by the town. And the 
N gala company was practically the 
otily one carrying passengers in the 
region. 

The attack began on the morning of 
May 29, when about 1.000 Rhodesian 
soldiers entered Mozambique in the 
C hitanga zone and advanced along the 
road linkin1; Mapai to Vila Eduardo 
Mondlane (fomierly Malvernia). In 
spite of being heavily anned and pro
tected by aircraft, the Rhodesians did 
not escape some ambushes by People's 
Forces patrols stationed in Vila 
Eduardo Mondlane. Meanwhile, the 
Chicualacuala command notified 
Mapai, and in the two parts of Mapai 
the People's Forces and the militia or
ganized the retreat of the people to the 
hush. 

After some hours of resistance in 
M apai, the railway town was occupied 
by the Rhodesians, who lost four sol
diers by a confinned count. While 

without the reorganization of MPLA 
itse1f, "we cannot progress ve� far." 

Thus the major result of Mays coup 
attempt will be a further consolidation 
of the power of the Political Bureau of 
MPLA. 

"All the organizations of the masses 
must be subordinated at all levels to 
the organisms of MPLA," the Presi
dent declared. "The Neighborhood 
Commissions which must be elected, 
must be subordinated to the orienta
tion of MPLA, so that we don't have 
parallel organizations within the coun
try. 

"In the government, its members 
must submit themselves to the orien
tation outlied by the Political Bureau. 
There cannot be governmental deci
sions that aren't controlled by the Poli
tical Bureau. All the Ministers must 
know that they can do only that which 
is authorized by the Political Bureau, 
and when the Political Bureau de
cides, they must execute those deci
sions as urgently as possible. 

"Who leads here in Angola is the 
MPLA." 0

some 200 Rhodesian troops stayed in 
M apai station to destroy the railway 
line, the bulk of the column, preceded 
by three jet bomhers and one Mirage, 
advanced toward Mapai River with 
heavy artillery. On May 29 the first 
two 500 kg bombs fell near the airfo,ld 
on the bank of the Limpopo Ricer. 

On May 30 the Rhodesians reached 
the second airfield, about 7 km from 
Mapai. There, the People's Forces am
bushed the enemy. killing three of 
them. Mapai was occupied 011 May 31 
amid constant aerial bombardment 
and heavy artillery fire. 

Also on May 31 a Rhodesian trans
port aircraft landed on the runway at 
Mapai. Among the trees on the side of 
the field were three members of the 
People's Forces who waited until the 
aircraft loaded up. When the plane 
was taking off one of the three fired his 
bazooka at the airplane, totally de
stroyin� it. The soldiers still at the field 
fled. The three People's Forces soldiers 
fired »wrtar shells at them, but were 
unable to tell if there were any casual
ties. 


