
The Road to Armed Struggle 

job had been given to me in an attempt to arouse in me a feeling of gratitude 
and loyalty towards the piratical policy of the colonial fascist government. 

In retaliation, the PIDE decided to transfer me to an almost deserted 
island, to which I never got, since I was once again arrested, for the fourth 
time, in the city of Praia (Santiago Island) on the most frivolous pretext: 
possession of a photograph revealing the atrocities committed by the 
Portuguese colonialists in Angola. 

The humiliation to which I was submitted was only bearable because of 
the presence of my wife who, you will permit me to say, has always accom­
panied me with great courage and combative spirit. 

I should point out that during and after this last arrest, my family and 
myself received moral and material support from the anti-colonialists of 
various countries. This demonstration of solidarity was reinforced by a 
vigorous action which broke out all over the world and sought to force the 
Portuguese government to liberate me. 

The People's Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA), which 
organized my escape from Portugal with the aid of anti-colonialists from 
Portugal and other European countries, has accomplished great victories over 
the Portuguese colonial-fascist government, due to the great precision of the 
structures it has put in place. I will take advantage of this opportunity to 
express my gratitude to all those who, by risking their freedom and their life, 
have made great efforts to free me from the hands of the abominable PIDE. 

To the countries which have received me, especially the African countries 
and to the Republic of the Congo [Leopoldvil1e 1 in particular, I would like 
to express by these means my happiness for their demonstration of solidarity 
and understanding. 

I share presently the fate of nearly 200,000 Angolan refugees in this 
Republic of Congo, having been expelled through the barbaric hatred of the 
Portuguese colonialists. In addition to this exiled group, there are thousands 
of Angolans who have taken refuge in the heart of Angola's jungles, where 
they are forced to lead a very precarious existence. 

Guerrilla Warfare: Only Valid Form of Struggle 

MPLA 

Article in MPLA - Informations (Algiers), March 1 969. 

The entire world was shaken at the end of last year by the news that Marcello 
Caetano had been appointed to succed the old dictator Salazar at the head of the 
Portuguese government. A number of African political leaders immediately 
started to speculate about a change in the Portuguese attitude towards the 
colonies, since the reputation and ambiguous speeches of the new head of 
State had aroused the hope of 'liberalisation'. 

73 



The National Liberation Movements 

Having intimate knowledge of Portuguese policy and the reactionary forces 
now in power, the MPLA always expressed its apprehension about these 
hopes, which were not founded on concrete facts. 

Salazar was not a lone man in his country. He was the representative of 
Portuguese fmancial oligarchy, which is itself subordinate to international high 
fmance. In governing, he was defending certain interests, those of exploiters. 

These very same business circles chose Caetano to replace Salazar. The 
very same government team is in power. The fall of the dictator changes 
nothing in Portugal's fascist and colonialist policy. Changing one person, even 
if his name is Salazar, cannot change the Portuguese constitution, which 
designates the colonies as 'overseas provinces'. 

In any case, neither the Portuguese government nor the settlers are pre­
pared to yield their domination and influence in Angola and Mozambique to 
the political, economic and military expansionism of South Africa, which is 
highly industrialised and showing a tendency to interfere increasingly directly 
in the affairs of non-independent countries of Southern Africa. 

For the time being, therefore, Portugal has to continue the war. Caetano has 
already confirmed this line in the speeches made some time after he came to 
power. He has shown himself to be clearly in favour of the continuation of 
colonial war. 

He has sent already at least 7 battalions (3,500 soldiers) to Angola and 
Mozambique and he intends to increase troop effectives in Angola by 
20,000 men. He reprimands those who speak against the war, notably young 
Portuguese Catholic circles who on 1 st January, for example, demonstrated 
in favour of ending the war in a lisbon church. These young people have been 
accused of treason. 

It is the new Portguese government which is brandishing threats of 
reprisals against the Republic of Congo Brazzaville if it continues to aid 
MPLA. 

At the present juncture it is therefore impossible that any substantial 
change might be effected in Portuguese colonial policy. 

The MPLA has reached the conclusion that under the present conditions 
the only possible form of struggle in Angola is armed struggle , and to wage 
this hard and protracted struggle it is necessary for the whole of Africa to 
commit itself and sincerely to come to aid of the Angolan People through 
their organized representative and dynamic force, the MPLA. 

Armed struggle is not simply a sacrifice to those who are fighting on the 
side of justice and against tyranny, to those who aspire to freedom. It is above 
a force. It is not simply a burial ground. It does not simply stain the battle­
fields with blood of the best sons and daughters of our peoples. It is also a 
school. It is also a means of ensuring that the people will continue that 
struggle in the future, after political independence, so as to be completely free: 
politically, economically and socially. 
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