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e four purposes of the
Asian-African Conference

to promote goodwill and cooperation among the

: nations of Asia and Africa, to explore and ad-

vance their mutual as well as common interests
ond to establish and further friendliness and
neighbourly relations;

to consider social, economic and cultural problems
and relations of the countries represented;

to consider problems of special interest to Asian

and African peoples, e.g. problems affecting
national sovereignty and of racialism and colo-

nialism;

- to view the position of Asic and Africa and their

peoples in the world of today and the contribu-
tion they can make to the promotion of world
peace and cooperation.

onference Bullding




Asian-African

Conference Bulletin

EDITORIAL NOTE. - y

This bulletin and a similar one in the Indonesian language are published

ar the s sion of the Indonesian premier and with the agreement of the

Joim Secretarian of the Asian-African Conjerence They are designed to

advance public understanding oj the. ams ies and the achievements

5 the Asian-African Conference which is in the cause -of world peace and
universal well-beiny

We hope thar they will be o useful source of -information 10 both the

Indonesian as well as foreign readers who are interested in the Conference

IN THIS ISSUE :

Premier Ali Sastroamidjojo and the 1 ional News Service . .
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For further information, please the Editor st Pedjambon 6, Djakarta, phome O.F. 15855

March 1955
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Asian-African Conference

REALISATION g

'
p Premier M. Al
VPremier Prewiter Nebro Premier 3
B T diai Boneinwal T oot All Sastroamidioio - y
S Nt elpwale :
- Cevl Indis of Indonesin Pakistan
of Cevion
-

l 1 46 fiking that & bulletin devoted to (he Asian=African
ol ¢

Cloplerence should begiin with a fesunne enls lending

it 4o the holding of thit conference

Asli
Westerti Natione

Pay contufies coumtrios 1 Sowth-lasi have been
ailsjected 1o the ealontal policies of the
Coloninlist separuted these vmce-colonlsed countries from
ench wther and prevented thelr closer eo-operation,  As
oulitiies they were ulways pushed in the background and
they never paiticipated in the solution of world-prablems,

fol even problems alfecting their own tates

Thelt postiions of sulvjugntion to Western nutlons never
allowed them (o develop natural tesouices 1o the benelit
ol thels

awi fiational

therefore
o, Coloninlism left them with o

economy wnd remuined

seonmically underdevels

multitude of probileis, (o which solutions lind (o be sotight
A Roon us they galned thelr natlonal independence afier
Warld Wai 1L These probileins are comimon 1o the newly
Bty conuntiies in Southe and Southtast Asls, o solve
(hese vommon problens, the Prime Minlster of Cleylon,
Siv b Ketelawala, invited the Pilme Ministers ol B,
India, idonesin and Pakistan 10 meet him I Ceylon for
frlendly disvusslons, The need for these felendly discussione
was then felt ol the more, when the situation i ndoChing

]

grew worse and could therefore easily affect their counte

1 |
All these five countries depend for their future and
wellbeing of their peoples upon peace as a prereguisit

their plans of development and reconsteuction

All five countries have economic problems which
only be solved through o degree of industrial developrs
and, In general, aro still strangers to the indust

revolution, Indeed they had many common probd

isciing

Iherefore, the Prime Minlsters of Burma, Ceyl
Indonesia and  Pakistan  met in
April and 2nd May, 1984, This meeting was referr
vatlously a8 the Conference of Asian Prime Min
or as the Colombo Conference from the name of th
where the flve Prime Ministers met

The meeting took place concurrently with the G
Conference which alimed ag 8 solution of the Indo-t
question, The five Aslan Premiers proposed at Col
that France should declare at the
she 18 irrevocably committed
dence of Indo-Ching
botween the

Ceylon beiw

Geneva Conferen
0 the complete indeg
They Suggested direct negot

parties principally concerned; they toaked
utilisation of the goud affice

v and machinery of the Ui




~r

23

Aly

Nations, and they boped that the Geneva Conference

would bring about a speedy termination of the conflict

at that so clear a stand on this issuc, taken

It was evide :
are close neighboars of IndoC hina,

by five countrics who
could not but influence other

such as the Geneva Conference
Indo-China question W ould

intérnational discussions.

It was also plain that this
degree of agreoment on the
extend to other fields. It did

Besides detailing the views about the Indo-China ques

tion, the final co nique of » Conference of South
East Asian Prime Ministers (issued at Kandy on i May,
1954) referred also to many other m Colonialism was

he

2s a violation of fundamcotal human nghts: t
Tunisia and Morocco were

independence of
¢ recOgNItion: Erave CONCErN Was CXpres
Arab refugees in Palestine, and a
Palestine
heir

exchanged views on the national and

sed for the |

settlement of " the

desire for a

ime Manasters @

problem was expressed

th in de

MOCTAcY,

inicrnational aspects of communism., and determined that,

would other’s sovere and

respect

whils

miterfere in each s internal prohlems, they

would not

inte n their al affairs by Com-

nist ar oiher agencies. They deplored the production
of the hydrogen bomb and other plements of mass
destruction »y considered representation of the People’s

Republic of China in the Umited Nations Organisation
They considered proposals for economic co-operation and
mutual aid and referred these to their respective govern-

ments Apart from expressing satisfaction with the Co-
lombo Conference as paving the way for similar meetings
in the future, they finally discussed the desirability of hol-
Asian-African nations and favoured

Indonesia, who

ding a Conference of
the proposal that
had brought forward “this suggestion, should explore the
possibility of such a conference

the Prime Minister of

Addressing the Indian Council of World Affairs, during
his visit to India, on 24th September, 1954, Premier Ali
Sastroamidjojo of Indonesia, stated the following:

“At the Colombo Conference it was decided that the
possibilities had to be explored of convening a larger
Conference of more Asian countries than the original set
of five, together with African Nations. ™ . . . * This con-
ference . . . will enable us to strengthen our co-operation,
to expand our efforts for peace whilst it will also convince
the world that this enormous area does not want in its
fllTnirs any interference from outside in the realisation of
its peaceful policies.” i

In a radio-broadcast in New Delhi on 2Sth Septem-
ber 1954: the Indonesian Premier again explained his idea
of the Asian-African Conference as follows:

b j :
.«. Asians will have to make decisions on their

own future, without interference by the Western World.

There has been a stogan which ran “Let Asians fight Asians’,
That is precisely what we do not want. What we want is
to cooperate with our Asian and Alrcan neighbours, t©
live together in fricndship and in peaceful co-existence, ©
strive hard, united in aim, for the common benefit of us all.”

On the same day. 25th September 1954, Premier Ali
Sastroamidjojo and Prime Minister Nchru issued a Joint

Statement, declaring that

“They discussed also the proposal to have a Conference
of representatives of Asian and African countries and were
agreed that a Conference of this kind was desirable and
would be helpful in promoting the cause of peace and
\ 1t was-also consi-
such a

common approach to these problems
dered by to the meeting of
Conference, it would be advisable for the Prime Ministers
of the Colombo Conference countries 10 meet together,

them that, pror

preferably at Djakarta.”

Before returning from his visit (o India, and at the invi
tation of Prime Minister U Nu of the Union of Burma, the
Indonesian Premicr spent three days in Rangoon for
informal talks upon matters of common concern. At the
conclusion of this visit a further Joint Statement was
issued. which reiterated that the Burmese Premier consi
dered that an Asian-African Conference was desirable and

that it would further the cause of world peace

After these visits, therefore, invitations were again sent
to the four-other Prime-Ministers of the Colombo Con-
ference, this time to a meeting in Indonesia which was to
consider and to prepare for the proposed Asian-African
Conference :

This meeting was eventually held in the mountain town
of Bogor, and there the Prime Ministers of Burma, Ceylon,
India, Indonesia and Pakistan met for three days from 28th
to 315t December, 1954, During this Bogor Conference, it
was decided that an Astan-African Conference should be
in the month of April, 1955, at Bandung in
were outlined for  this

held
Indonesia.  Four

Conference:

purposes

-

to promote goodwill and cooperation among the na-
tions of Asia and Africa, to explore and advance their

1 as well as ¢ interests and to establish and
further friendliness and neighbourly relations;

2. to consider social, economic and cultural problems and
relations of the countries represented:

3. to consider problems of special interest to Asian and
African peoples, e.g. pr affecting national sove-
reignty and of racialism and colonialism

4. to view the position of Asia and Africa and their
peoples in the world of today and the contribution they
can make to the promotion of world peave and
cooperation,

3




- was desided that twenty-five Asian and Alfrican
countries should be jomntly asked by the five Premicrs 10
sticnd.  The ¢wenty-five countries arc =

1. Afghsmistsn - 13. Lecbanon
2 Cambodia 14. Liberia
3. Central African Fede- 15. Libya
ration 16. Nepal
4. China 17. Philippines
s. Egpt 18. Saudi Arabia
6. Ethiopia 19. Sodan
7. Goild Coast 20. Syria
8. lran -

w\
= B
B

affairs as well. The advantage Wwe have gained ‘must be
foliowed up. The principles of Colombo must be followed
up and they must be expanded. We, the nations of
Asia, have friends amongst the nations of the African
Continent. To a large extent their posifion is the same as
ours: o a large extent 1 {ace the same problems. A
close Afro-Asian co-operalion can be realised, and, 1
submit, will lead 10 an IMMENSE strengthening of the forces

must bear in mind that the
spiritual stre wgth of the whole

¥

marchi
strength of the individual parts

e of Afro-Asian countries could

» for ourselves alone. Huma-
out for peace

the cross-roads of history, and

future

oo

fr.
13t [reecor




Joint Communique

of the Bogor Conference 5

. ¥ mmmdsmc:vmmm
pesiz and Pakistan met at Bogor on the 28th and 29th
December, 1954, The mam object of their meeting was
Conference sugeesied at the first mecting of the Prime
Mimisters at Colombo last April.

2. The Prime Ministers 1ok advantage of the oppor-

tomity of their presemt mecting to review briefly, and m
gencral terms, problems and issnes of common interest and
concern to them all.

3. The Prime Ministers agreed that an Asian-African
Confereace be beld under their joint spomsorship. They
also reached agreement on all consequential matters.

4. The purposes of the Asian-African Conference
would be :

& 1 promofe goodwill and cooperafion between the
nafions of Asia and Africa, fo explore and advance
 their mufual as well as common imferest and to
establish and further friendliness and neighbourly
reiations ; ¢

Lhcd‘ruﬂ,u—':-i*dp-ﬂ-d
relations of the countries represented:
to consider problems of special interest to Asian and

Alfrican peoples, e.g. problems affecting national sove-
reignty and of racialism and colonialism ;

 Peoples in the world of today and the contribution they
.nl to the promotion of world peace and

‘l,‘,«(»tvb'b"-dm-iulhdh>

mnzdmmhmmywhlhcm-
ference om behalf of the sponsoring counmtries. A Comfe-
mmm&mmﬂ
be set up in Indonesia

6. The Prime Minmisters agreed that the Comference
should have a broad and geographical basis, and that all
countrics in Asia and Africa. which have mdepeadent
mdmodiﬁcamrsu(zlmbnprm lky&nﬂ:du
invite the following countries :

1. Afghanistan 13. Lebanon

2. Cambodia 14, Liberia -

3. Central African 15. Libya

Federation 16. Nepal =

4. China 17. Philippines

5. Egypt " 18. Sandi Arabia

6. Ethiopia 19. Sodan

7. Gold Coast 20. Syna

8. Iran 21. Thailand

9. Iaq 22. Turkey

10. Japan 23. Viet-Nam (North)
" 11. Jordan 24. Viet-Nam (South)
12. Laos 25 Yomes

nesia and Pakistan, will, it is hoped, participate i the

Conference. :
7. Representation at the Confereace will be at Minis-
terial level and it is hoped that each country invited will
be represented by her Prime Minister andor Foreign
Minister together with such other representatives as each
government might wish to include in its delegation.




THE FIVE PREMIERS I’l,'R]A’(i
THE BOGOR CONFERENCE.

From lefi o right: the Premiers ol
Rurma. India, Pakisran, Ceylon and

I sia

determine its procedure and

8 The Conference will
4 sl scope of which is set out in the pur-
noses of the Conference.

to point out that accep-

one country would in no way
mn its view of the status
only that the country
with the purposes of the
borne in mind the principle

ife of any

£

way be subject to mtericrence™

t the Conference by one

st be binding on or
any other, unless the latter so

sic purpose of the Conference is that the

should me better acquainted with

VIEw he Prime Ministers hoped

this clarification would enable all the invited coun-
tries to accept their invitation

The Prim inisters wished 1o state that in seeking

to convene African Conference, they were not

usted by

for exclusiveness in respect of the
embership of the Conference. They did not desire either
that the participating countries should build themselves
into a regional bioc e

11. The Prime Ministers expressed gratification at the
results of the Geneva Conference on Indo-China and the
cessation of hostilities. They expressed the hope that the
Geneva Agreements would be fully respected and imple-
mented by all concerned and that there would be no
outside interference which would hinder their successful
implementation.

12. The Prime Ministers in the context of their well-
known attitude towards colonialism, took note of the case
of ?\'tﬂ Irian. The Prime Ministers of Burma, Ceylon,
India and Pakistan supported the position of Indonesia
in this- matter. They expressed the earnest hope that the
Netherlands Government would reopen negotiations to

6

- implement their obligations under the solemn agreements

concluded by them with Indonesia.

13. The Prime Ministers cxpressed- their continued
support of the demand of the peoples of Tunisia and
Moroceo for their national independence and their legiti-

mate right to self-determination.

14. The Prime Ministers reiterated their grave concern
in respect of the destructive potential of nuclear and
thermonuclear explosions for experimental —purposes
which threaten not only their countries, but the world,
and their far-reaching and yet unascertained eff which
may do permanent damage: to human life and civilization.
They earnestly requested all concerned to bring about a
cessation of such experiments. They also requested the
Disarmament Commission to take this matter into imme-

diate consideration

1S. The economic development of Asian countries,
which is so urgently necessary for the happiness and well-

being of their peoples, requires a planned approach with

a view to the utilization, in the most effective manner,
of the available resources. An essential pre-requisite of
such an approach is full knowledge of these resources.

Surveys of physical resources, particularly of the mineral
and sub-soil wealth of each country, should therefore be
conducted, and cooperation in the supply of technical per-
sonnel and in other ways should be made available

16. The Prime Ministers considered that cooperation
in the economic sphere for the supply of technical personnel
and in all other ways should engage the attention of their
Governments. They considered that a committee of
experts should be set up to consider economic questions
of common interest to their countries.

17. The Prime Ministers, meeting on the eve of the
New Year, expressed their earnest hope that the year 1955
would witness a further growth in the friendly cooperation
of the countries represented in the Conference as well as
other countries and further the cause of world peace.




Premier Ali Sastroamidjojo and
the International News Service

The following are highlights of Premier Ali Sustroami A
djojo’s answons 10 the series of questions from 1 ML Gardon
Far Dastern Bditoar of the LNS
Q. What, in your opinion 18 the major abjective of the
Afyo-Asian Conference 7 5 3
A In myv opinion the major objoctive of the Asian
African Conference is what iy sd in paragraph 4(d)
af the Joint Communigue of the Bogor Conlerence Q
as Tollows: "o view the position ol Asin and Africa
and thelr peoples in the world of today and the con
mwibution they can make 10 the promotion of warld A
peace and cooperation’ g e
However, the throe other points of that paragraph
should mot he considered as unimportant, as they
contsin issues which are of vital interest Tor the
peoples of Asin and Africa in their relations between
each other and the world at large
Q. Do you expect the Conference to take action on the Q
issue of co-existence ? I so, what ? A
A. The problam of peaceful co-existence might come up
as an item for discussion in the Conference sinoe it
not only concerns the pooples of Asia and Africa but
also other nations in the world, Whether the Confe Q
rence will take actions on that issue, 1 do not yet
know
3 A
Q. Is there any fear the Peoples Republic of China will
use the Conference simply to strengthen the role of 0
Communism in Asia ?
A. There is no such fear from the side of the five spon- A
soring Colombo countries, :
Q. What do you envisage the Conference can do to ease
world tensions, particularly those between Moscow ;
and Washington ? 3
A This question must be viewed in the light of what
1 have said in answering your first question. What
the Conference can do to ease world tensions depends
on the outcome of the discussions concerning the
position of Asia and Africa and their peoples in the
world of 10day.
0. What “common denominaton” can be expected .o
unify the mvited nations ?
LIMRARY

- Some of the

T segial

common  denominatorn might be he

cvomomnic-and cultural problem andd relations

of- the countries represented in the conleronce sine

most of the invitees wre ol facing mine or § 1he

slme e

e altuation in their respectis Ln s ‘

Anotlier issue of com

n interest might be the ¢w

thon ol colonialism

Is the Conference Tundmmentally a sesrch for polii
cal and international solidarity by the non-white reces -
of the world 7

Since most of the invilees are membeis of the Uniled
Nations, it can be said that it will st @ {rows
the fundamental oObjective of the Unit Natum
Charter, of which the most important omn Alern

tional solidarity, 1 can there! state hore that ot

positively not an international solidanity of h

white races” against the “white races
Why were the Arab nations invited, but not lsrael

Whether a country is 10 be invited, was decided by the

five Prime Ministers unanimously, The invitetam W
the Arab nations was agreed upon unanlmOus
whereas there was no unanimity concerning e =

but not N

Why was Communist China invited

list China ?

The five sponsoring countries recoy
China, that is the People’s Republic of China

Why Vietnam and Vietminh - invited, bat s

the Republic of Korea ?

were

As you know the five Prime Ministers of the spomm
ring countries are more of less committed with regerd
1o the issue of Indo-China, since in April 1954 »
meeting for the first time in ( olombo, they have taken

a common stand on the Indo-China proniem 1

knows that the Colombo B!

decivnmn hae

world also

considerable- influence on the Ceneva Conforonce
resulting in the state of affain peeviling & -
Indo-China. Now that our Suggesians have W

accepled by the Geneva ¢ onfercace. we fell a specad -

responsibility by inviting all the lndo-Chena ooty

including South  Vietnam and Vietminh Nagth
Vietnam)
That same reasoning did st apply w Rores

?

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NNW Yuks
AT BTURY BRONK




om developing into

Q. What will prevent the conference fr
¢ free world under

an alignment against the rest of th
pro-Communist slogans of anti-colonialism and anti-
imperialism ?

A. Anti-colonialism and anti-imperialism are not slogans
monopolized by Communists, but are living realities
in the minds of the masses of the peoples of Asia and
Africa. Unfortunately these sentiments are generally
ignored or minimized by the Western world. The
presumption that anti-colonialism and anti-imperia-
lism are merely Communist slogans, indicates an
ignorance of the psychological impact on the feclings
prevailing today among the Asian and African nations
which only recently emerged from colonial status into
independence. It is therefore wrong to anticipate that

the conference will develop into any alignment against

or for any bloc in the world.
Will the conference leaders ¢
of a “third force” in world politics ?

No. In their joint Communique after the Bogor
Conference the five Prime Ministers stated very clearly
that: "They did not desire cither that the participa-
ting countries should build themselves into a regional
bloc™.
What is your reply to the recent criticism of Secretary
john Foster Dulles that the recent five-power com-
»somewhat ambiguous document ?”

ncourage the formation

munique was a
1 have no official communication from the Secretary
of State Mr. John Foster Dulles concerning his criti-

cism. In my opinion the recent Five Power Commu-

nique was a clear document with a clear purpose

Bandung’s Homann Hotel




- List of Jnuvitees

The five sponsoring Premiers of Burma, Ceylon, India, Indonesia and Pakistan have invited to attend
the Conference the following 25 countries:

*  Alghanistan ; Tran Philippines

* Cambodia " Iraq * Saudi Arabia

— Central African *  Japan *  Sudan
Federation Jordan * Syria

* China (The People’s * Laos *  Thailand
Republic) Lebanon Turkey

* Egypt * Liberia - *  Viet-Nam (North)

* Ethiopia * Libya *  Viet-Nam (South)
Gold Coast *  Nepal *  Yemen

*) Have accepted the invitation as recorded until 12th March 1955.
— Not in a position to participate.




THE JOINT SECRETARIAT

lM‘Ml'-l)lATLl Y after the Conference of the five Colom
bo Premiors at Bogor, & Joint Secretariat was sot up with
the Seorcrany~General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Indonesia, Mr. Roeslan Abdulgani, as lix
Secrotary-Gieneral. The other members of the loint Secre
tariat are the Heads of the Diplomatic Missions of the
other four sponsoring OOUNLOES They are Mr. BF.H.B
Tyabji, the Ambassador of the Republic of India, Mr
Choudri Khaliguzzaman, the Ambassador of Pakistan,
Mr. M. Saravanamuttu, the Minister of { eylon and Mr

Mya Sein, the Charge d Affaires of the Union of Burma

The Joint Secorctaral W divided into the following

oom

tees
Political Committes

Economic Committec

3. Soclal & Cultural €

1
rie

4. Pmanc ¢

ucal Commitiod

The Technical Comminee is subdivided into four

noe of the Joint Secretarial

10

respectively W ith  Accomodation,

Transport

doal
Supply and
ay running of the
also been set up 1 he
an Commitees

sections  which

Communieation,

To serve the day-io o Joint Secrotariat,

a Daily Seeretariat has Joint Seere
tarlat is assisted by two Indonest

Committee in Djakarta; this

1. The Interdepartmental

Committee consists ol rey
Affalrs, the Minisiry of Communication, the
the Ministry of Finance, the

wesentatives of the Ministry

of Forelgn
Ministey of Information,
Ministry of - Public Works the Ministry of
of Bducation, the

and the Stale

Feonomic

Affairs, the Ministry Minisiry of

loterior, the Ministry of Defence Polic

Chairman of the Interdepartment sl Committee is My

Abhdulgani, Secretary General of the Foreign

Roeslan

Ministry
2. The Local Commitiee in Bandung, Chairman of (hi
Committge is the Governor ol West-Java, Mr. Sanu
Hardjadinata i
Liason Officers of the five
relations with both the Interdepartmental ar

ApPONSONng countri main

tain close

the Local Commitiee

||




s & the Press

Facilities for the Press

Accommodation.

Approximately 400 pressmen from overseas are expected
to anend the Conference at Bandung. Preparations have
been made for their accommodation. The Associated Press.
United Press, Hsin Hua and Time & Life will rent houses
for their headquarters and this is being attended to by
the Bandung Committee.

Transport.

Buses and taxis will maintain a shuttle service between
the Conference building, the hotels and the Press rooms
in the centre of the city. Transportation by bus will be free
of charge. There will be a road which will only be open to

cars of delegates, journalists and officials of the Conference

A few days before the Conference takes place, the
Garuda Indonesian Airways will increase s serviee
between Djakarta & Bandung by one additional 1 the
last one from Bandung being at 18.30. Extra camiages

karta

will be added to the trains, which run between Djaka

and Bandung.

Pressroom.
Two available. The one at the
! with
Pension Building will comprise two halls with six

The pressroom

liies fncluding & bar

pressrooms will be
each
eNCIe ¢t the Con
booths for the newsagencies ot \
cordia will have some recreation faci

i



Cammunication

The Post, Telegraph
ging to have 21 morsecast freque
It is planned that new sagencies will
for this an impartial allocation
ewsagencies likely
offices will be set up

and Telephone authorities arc arran-
ncies for the newsagencies
be given scparate
will have
to utilise
at

frequencics and
1o be made after consulting 0
Post and telegraphic
at the Pension Building, Homann Hotel
Special postal and
he press will
nd-the-clock

the service
four places,

er Hotel and at the ( oncordia

ates and for

telegraphic booths for dek
»d at the Bandur

Post Office

ained

service will be mair

be provided for the
Cable and Wireless
of the press

telephone lines will

and Djakarta.
requirements

Five special
press between Bandung
will have two lines for the

between Bandung and Djakarta p
Radio-telephone links will be established with almost

1l of the 30 countrics attending the Conference
will be maintained by the Djakarta press

und Djakarta

a
Courier service
between Bandung

Press collect.
To simplify the despatch of newscables from Bandung

recommended to make arrangements for

journalists are

Broadcasting Station in Bandung




joss of tmc &
procedure thrc

their icicgrams 10 be

Reading Material.

PIA

\

PLB7

PMB2
PMB6
none }cl
none yei
none yet
PMA26
PME
PMC2
PMA4
PMAS
PMAG6
PMB4
PMB3
PMA7
PMD
PMB2
PMC
PMD3
PMB7

C

1600 — 0600
1900 — 0600
1600 — 0700
1400 — 2100
1900 — 0600
1600 — 0600
2000 — 0600
1930 — 0600
throughout

0900 — 1400
1400 — 1500
2100 — 0830




‘i - World Press Opinion

ASIA AND AFRICA

Afro-Asian meeting

Of the significance of the forthcoming Afro-Asia Con-
or which the foundations are being laid by the
o doubt. It is

Sts

ference, f
Powers at Bogor, there can be n
awareness of common inter!
Afro-Asian Powers which
the Communist

Colombo
in Tesponse 10 an increasing
and closer bonds among those
have remained uncommitted to either
States or to the Western bloc. On many 1ssues before the
U.N. in deciding which, it was felt, there was a prepon-
derance of Big Power influence, the smaller States of {hg’
Afro-Asian continents have invariably combined to exercise

2 moderating and restraining influence To what extent

the proposed conference Wwill establish some form of _

machinerary for mutual consultations en a regular basis —
if, indeed, specific and formal procedure is considered
a question for the main body of the Afro-

necessary —
Asian Conference to decide for itself. "The enthusiasm
with which the prospects of closer co-operation among the
Afro-Asian Power have been received should mot blind
us to the very real difficulties of forming an organisation
which is not a bloc but is at the same time sufficiently
cohesive to represent the interests of countries covering
s0 vast an area as that of the Afro-Asian continents. Clearly,
anticolonialism is too negative a platform to provide the
sense of contsructive purpose which alone can make the
organisation truly effective and acceptable as the spokes-
man of the Afro-Asian peoples......

... Much will depend on whether Peking considers itself
more Asian than Communist or vice versa. If the Afro-
Asian Conference accomplishes nothing more than reveal
to what extent Communist is willing to co-operate with
its Asian neighbours and Arab States, it will be a worthy
au.en_ml on behalf of Asian solidarity. Peking will then
be given an opportunity o establish its bona fides and if
z;:s;;lj::gcgl;f;r:n;;osz :;e:liizcrvevho feel %hat; by the fact
v o Eu\-c'; ! earer o ns' cllow Co.m-

e pe than to its Asian neighbours with
which it has racial and cultural ties.

(The Times of India, Delhi 28-12-'54).

Jakarta Conference

In a stirring speech made at a mass meeting at Jakarta,
Prime Minister Mohammed Ali has reiterated the principles
of Pakistan’s foreign policy in very clear terms. His bold
reference to Islam as a living force drew such an applause
from the audience that he had to pause several times to let
the ovation die down. The fact that Mr. Mohammed Ali is
the Prime Minister of an Islamic State has placed him in an -
enviable position to talk to the people of Indonesia as
freely as he would talk to his own people. The spontaneous
and overwhelming response that his speech has evoked,
brings to the fore the vigour and appeal that Islam com-
mands as a force which can transcend the barriers imposed
by geography, language and customs. His performance has
indeed earned Pakistan a permanent place-in the hearts of
the people of Indonesia.

When the Prime Minister told the people of Indonesia
“When you fought for your independence, the hearts of our
people and their prayers were with you . . . . When you
suffered, we suffered too in our hearts”, he was not making
a diplomatic statement, but was expressing the feeling of
the people of this country. We have consistently upheld the
right of those peoples who are struggling to free themselves
form the bondage of colonialism. Our feeling of anxiety is
all the more great if the oppressed people happen to be
Muslims. In the international conferences Pakistan has not
missed a single opportunity to uphold the cause of these
peoples. In the independence of Libya, Pakistan played no
mean a part. In the last Colombo Conference, it was Pakis-
tan which sponsored the resolution declaring the full
fledged support to the liberation movement in French
North-Africa. Likewise in the Jakarta Conference Pakistan
has again succeeded in securing a pledge from the Asian
Premiers to continue supporting the North African libe-
ration struggle, - ¢

Pakistan’s stand in the Jakarta Conference regarding the
solution of outstanding disputes among the participating

countries, has once again placed India in a difficult position
The logic of Pakistan's plea has thwarted the endorsment




of Nehwu-Chou En-Lai five-point programme which would
establish India’s leadership over Asia. Though at the :7_
stance of Pakistan, the conference has agreed that the
propoﬁed Afro-Asian Conference was not aimed at creatin,
a regional .hloc, India has not completely abandoned lhcg
idea and is reported to be busy enlisting support for
her plan. The best protection against India’s attempts to
reduce the conference into an instrument for the enhance-
sphere of its participation. -
Pakistan has already proposed that Turkey should be
invited ih the proposed conference as she has vital interest
in Asia and Africa.” With the decision already taken to
invite Japan to the conference, there will be a formidable
combination against any aftempts by any country to
dominate the region. The first duty the proposed Afro-
Asian Conference will be towards itself. If the conference
fails to solve those issues which are faced by the nations
panjcipauug in this conference. it ‘will have forfeited the
clgim to show the rest of the world the way to peace.

(Pakistan Standard, Karachi 1-1-'55)

This “Afro-Asianism™!

The meeting at Bogor, Indonesia, of five Asian Prime
Ministers, representing the so-called Colombo Powers, has
decided to issue invitations to 25 other countries besides
the sponsors to attend a larger conference planned for
April this year. If every invitation is accepted, all the
independent States of the two continents will gather
together four months hence — with two exceptions: Israel
and the Union of South Africa. Thus, a new international
body comprising exclusively the “coloured” races and
nations, seems to be taking shape. Whether this further
sub-division of mankind is likely to be conducive of good
for the world and the human race is problematical. The
United Nations, as it exists and functions today, may be
far from a perfect institution, but this attempt to create
what may well prove to be an even more unsatisfactory
“umited nations” of Asians and Africans alone is not the
answer. Can it not be, that a sort of inferiority complex,
magnified to international proportions, underlies the urge
to bring together the yellow, brown and black pigmented
peoples in an exclusive organisation of their own ? It may
be said that only loose periodical meetings, and no perma-
nent organisation, is at present contemplated, but such

- moves inevitably lead to the emergence of organisation.

According to the communique issued by the "Colombo
Powers” — which term is in itsell a misnomer — the
purpose of the larger Afro-Asian meet — which will
probably result in the discovery of a nmew name, the
»Jakarta Powers”, would be : ;

”A. To promote goodwill and co-operation between the
nations of Asia and Africa, t0 explore and advance their

mutual as well as their common interests and to establish
and further friendliness and neighbourly relations.

"B. To comsider the social, economic and cultural
problems and relations of the countries represented ;

C To consider the problems of special interest to -
Asian and African peoples, e.g. the problems affécting the
national sovereignty and of racialism and colonialism:

"D. To view the position of Asia and Africa and their
peoples in the world of today and the contribution they
can make to the promotion of world .peace and co-
operation”.

With regard to "A”, can such meetings alone achieve
this object 7 A negative answer is suggested by the failure
of the first meeting in Colombo to promote “goodwill and
co-operation” between, for example, Bharat and Pakistan.
In fact, the relationship between these two countries con-
siderably deteriorated after that meeting. As fa "B,
every country in the world has its social and cultural
problems, with which it deals in its own way, and in the
solution of which there is not much scope for practical
international co-operation, unless the aim is t0 exchange
and transplant social and cultural characteristics, which
would be an absurd proposition. Economic problems, no
doubt, provide greater scope for co-operation and mutual
help, but in this assistance of the economically ad-
vanced and flourishing nations of the. rest of the world
is needed even more. The cult of Afro Asian exclusiveness
that is being fostered is not likely to encourage that assis-
tance. And why under "C”, does the communique men-
tion only national sovereignty, racialism and colonialism
as problems of special interest to Asia and Africa ? Such
vestiges of colonialism and racialism as still remain and
as imply the superiority of or domination by one people
over another, must no doubt be ended, but is there no
racialism and colonialism inside the Afro-Asian world
itself 2 Do we not behold across our own frontiers a new
racialism of the worst possible type rearing its ugly head,
and do we not ourselves possess a neighbour who has
many times in recent months attempted to be-little our own
national sovereignty ? And most important of all, are not
international goodwill and co-operation, as well as peace
itself, threatened by the dispute over Kashmir, the people
of which territory continue to groan under the "yoke of
an Asian country ? It is only a pretence for the “Colom-
bo Powers” to think that while on the one hand they
ignore these internal realities within the ::.—\t‘r\».—\si.u\"
world, they can, on the other hand, promote “world peace
and co-operation” by mobilising Asia and Africa against
the rest.

Our Prime Minister, Mr. Mohammed Ali, has done-well
to point out emphatically at Bogor, as he didA on lhf‘
previous occasion at Colombo, that if such meeungs and
conference are to serve any useful purpose the internal
problems of the region, such as disputes between the con-
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aselves, must be taken cognizance of
and dealt with, instcad of pretending as if they did not
exast.

Last but not the least important is the question why
the threat of Communism to the countries of Asia and
Africa has found no mention at all in the Bogor commu-
nigue ? In the communique issued after the first conference
at Colombo the following important passage was included
under the head "Communism and external interference” —
“The subject of Communism in its national and interna-
tional aspects was discussed. The Prime Ministers . . .
declared their unshakable determination to resist interfe-
rence in the affairs of their countries by external Com-
munist, anti-Communist or other agencies. They were
convinced that such interference threatened the sovereignty,
security, and political independence of their Tespective
States ..<.” How did it come about at Bogor that in
¢aying up the aims and objects of the larger Asian-
African conference the threat of Communism was wholly
folrgomn? If the explanation is that Communist China
being one of the new invitees, the mention of Communism
was left out so as not to offend the susceptibilities of that
country, then it would be a confe:
ideological surrender.

And finally the vital principle that in such conferences
decisions would not be taken by a majority but only on
16

ferring countries th

ssion of a complete

the basis of absolute unanimity, seems to have hccl: lhn:-
doned in practice. The Prime Minister of Cey «:;\, Sir
Jolin Kotelawala made what one must regard as “. u;'n:.
ging revelation when he said after .lt\c \‘nnfcrcmf:. ‘,“
have to abide by the majority’s views and ‘\|Ckl\l0'\! at
such conferences.” Our own Prime Minister said the s‘;\‘mc
thing in different words when he disclosed that the decision
o ir‘\\'ih~ Communist China “was not unanimous from ?hc
start.” In view of this change in the procedure by \\.'hlk“l
decisions are now taken at these cun[crv:_ncc.\. l';\kls(:\g_\.
we suggest, should continue to participate in Q\cn\ (\nl.y if
the oringinal principle of no decision by majority is revived
Vand stricly adhered to. And greater resistance should be
di.xpl.;ycd' in future to “persuasion” intended to uhlx.\m
unamimity at the sacrifice of the principles for which
Pakistan stands.

(Dawn, Karachi-2-1-'55).

Brown man’s burden,

The peoples of Africa, on their tortuous path to freedom,
look to the peoples living in Asia for spiritual and moral
support. They believe that Asia which has but recently been
living in subjection will look on their problems sympatheti-
cally.

Africa is the most glaring example of imperialist exploita-
ton and the continent in which the enslavement of men has
reached its most degrading depths. The vestiges of colonial-
lism survive in other lands, too, and the peoples of Goa,
Irian, Malaya, Guiana, and Cyprus are in the melancholy
list of those denied the right of self-determination.

The conference of the Colombo Powers will lay its plans
for a meeting of the Afro-Asian powers to discuss colonia-
lism. Itis an encouraging thought that whatever unity exists
already among the peoples in this region is built- around
a sympathetic concern for the oppressed colonial peoples.
Vague though the cohesion of this block is it shows
itself, in the United Nations especially, through the Arab
Asian group which springs into action as soon as it hears
a report of ruthless colonial exploitation or the suppres-
sion through force of arms of a people’s urge to freedom.

So far the anxiety of the Free Asian nations and that
of the Arab powers who, too, will take part in the Afro-
Asian conference, has been excited mostly when the sim-

-mering unrest of the colonial peoples has erupted in vio-

lence. They need now to be vigilant on the normal conduct
of colonial affairs to see how the transfer of power to in-
digenous peoples may be accelerited.

The colonial powers, it is true, have defined their aims
as the progressive realisation of self-government.  Some
times the formula is varied to one of “partnership”. All
these are invariably unctuous terms intended to soften the
harsh fact of ruling land and exploiting its resources
primarily for the benefit of its White overlords.




Mass-meeting at

To the microscopic minority of White settlers “progres-
sive realisation of self-government” means a convenient
process by which they will continue to dominate large
coloured majorities, and xhc_\'.' their sons and their sons’
sons will enjoy the exclusive privileges they have arbitrarily
created for themselves ¥

And “partnership”, as a survey made in this issue of
Jana indicates is understood by the dominant White group
to be an arrangement in which they take the profits and
the coloured races all the risks.

Unless the Colombo powers, and later the Afro-Asian
group, mean merely to pass a platitudinous resolution
saying they abhor colonialism they must exert themselves
1o see how their solicitude for the freedom of the colonial
peoples can be translated into fruitful action.

There is much they can do immediately to_ achieve
peacefully a transfer of power.

Those Colombo Powers for instance, who are members
of the British Commonwealth could exert their friendly
persuasion on Britain as the single- largest colonial power
to speed up the pace at which power is being transferred
1o the nationals of a country. A similar attitude may be

Djakarta’s Stadium

induced in the other colonial powers through the agcncic§
of the United Nations. £

In the concept of “trusteeship” the nations of the world
have acknowledged that others besides the colonial powers
may take an interest in the welfare of the colonial peoples
1t is irrelevant to dismiss such concern as interference in
the domestic affairs of a nation. But “trusteeship” as it is
now operated by the UN is generally ineffective.

The Colombo Powers should note, too, that ‘the patterns
of political suppression have increased. While the imperial
domains of the European Powers are shrinking, a new
slavery has arisen in the rule of Soviet Communism
arbitrarily imposed through the force of the Red Army on
the countries of Eastern Europe. The Free Asian Nations
cannot be indifferent to the suppression of civil liberties
and human rights in the satellite states of Sovietised
Europe. :

Action which will bring freedom to all the oppressed
peoples, however, is not full measure of the obligations
which the Free Asian nations must assume towards the
colonial peoples.
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@fficaltics inhoront in b eomomivs can pass the
Ao they acguire 1 the colonial peoplks as they
emerge e froadom. ;

The drowe man, 1o has & dundon T carry i a world
where insocurity and warest in o ropion throatems the
7||rox and stability of ol :

Uana, Colombe Jammary 1955

“Neatsl strip® -

The more fact that the propoeal for & “neutral poace
strip”, rom Egype © the Philippines, which is to-be the
maia parpose of the Afrasan Qoaforence contemplated
by the CPower promicrs. has the endorsemont of Red
China should make @t suspect

Peace is indivisiNe. It
mplementalon. of ¥ ¥ Il the movimg spinits
behind the Afrasisn Confon as projected, think that
they can eaclose the region between Egypt and the Philp-
poes @m 2 sort of verbal barbed-wire stockade through
which war with its. tervors, however it may mage outside
will mever ponctrate. then they are deluding themselves
and all who follow them most sadly — and most stupidiy

ust be global in conoopt and

poace. If 4

© all men of dooent minds.

The arbitrary delineation of the “pesce strip™ i
el anomatons, Tt comprises some of the most back-

-ward mations on the globe: The combined influence of

theif peopls can Be w0 ore than sentimental, with an
appoal 1o the sympathies of the great powers <« of ©
el capidity, as the case may be.  Recent history is the
Dost seurce 10 which one may tam to determine which of
the powers are more distinguished by cupidity than by
sympathy v

As to the practical valwe of such a “neutral” strip, one
wonders what possible defence it could offer it Red China
were 1o strike, for instance, through Mataya and - Indo.
China 1o the southeast of Asia: if the USSR were to drive
through lran and Eastern Turkey t© the southwest, and
i both hould essay the latest in the endless story of con
qQuests of India through Afghanistan and Tibet.

Porhaps it is carchul cakulation which delimits the
western and eastern boundaries of the “neutral peace strip”
by position where Britain and the United States sizeable
defense “anchors.™ * Denial to these two powers of the use.
of the area between, where the blow south is-sure 1o come,
™ Certain  cam the approval of Peiping — as it already
has done

(The Manila Times, 1-1-'55)

By Farcydun Sadn

The Conference is dawn which may be said to ensure
poace i Asia, and be instrumental to bring about unity
among ity member countries. 1t is hoped that in the future
through economic co-existence and cordial reciprocity war
and bloodshed will not be allowed to penctrate in Asia

(Ebmi, Iran 9155

AUSTRALIA

Very dlose to home

AM\MN wishes will go out to Afro-Asian
Mmﬁnmmmmmmlm

Ammohhunliwinthelutimq that umbrellas
our narthern seaboard, -

And, despite our differcnce of opinion with Indonesia
over West New Guinea, we have proved our good neigh-
bourtiness,

Australia was Indonesia’s most active ally in that nation's
UN fight for nationhood.

Australia ariginated the Colonbo plan, and porsuaded
other Powers (including Britain) to support it

And besides allocating millions of pounds o implement -
the Plan we also support UN Asian aid programmes.

MW%MWQV«,R&:M;N..\\MM
that Asian and Afvican peoples should work together on
mutual problems. 1




msc problems are tremendous, and will not be beaten

by 2id programmes or individual effort :
Some nations would have been happier if the Djakarta

Conference had been called under UN auspices i

But this was out of the question, because some Powers
(including Japan and Red China) essential to the parley’s
effectiveness are not UN members ;

However, with genuine peace-lovers like Mr Nehru and
Mr. Mohammed Ali playing leading roles, the Djakarta
Conference could prove of wide benefit

(Daily Telegraph, Sydney 4-1-'55)

Turn to the wheel

Decisions by the "Colombo Premiers™ are of deep sig-
pificance to Australia and the Western world Their
ipvitstion to 25 nations, including Communist China, but
excluding all Western countries, to a conlerence In .\P;Il.
could be the beginning of an upsurge -of racial hatreds
against the West, The decision to support Indonesia in
jts claim for sovercignty over West New Guinea tho
not unexpected, should show Australians where the sym-
pathies of most of their near neighbours lie .

Thc Colombo Premiers were insistent that their sole
object in calling the conference of Asian and African
countries was 1o promote understanding. But another note
was sounded when the Premier of Ceylon said he saw no
reason for inviting South Africa to join. The reason given
for the omission was, “"We are not allowed there, so why
should we ask them here™?

There is no suggestion that Communist influence has

dictated the decisions, but they are in the Communist

tradition and undoubtedly play into the hands of Com- :
munist_propagandists

Australia and the Western world desire and need the
friendship of these nations. The West is showing its good -
faith in-a practical way through the Colombo plan, which
has already given all the "Colombo Premiers” help and
will give more.

Quite clearly, however, more than economic or military
aid is needed. These potentially great nations of the lulur-c
are demanding the equality of friendship as well as its
material benefits. The Western world would do well to
decide without delay what it proposed to do about it

(Examiner, Tasmania 30-12-54)

EUROPE

Afro-Asian Talks

The Afro-Asian conference which is to meet in Indone-
sia — almost certainly at Bandung — at the end of April
is to have the widest possible representation. and no less
wide opportunities in drawing up its own agenda. A
statement issued to-night at the close of the meeting at
Bogor of the five Prime Ministers of the Colombo Powers
says that the joint sponsors of the conference are to invite:
Afghanistan, Cambodia, etc. .

The long statement issued emphasizes 1n phrase after
phrase the general "get togetherness”™
ness of the proposed conference. Co-operation, mutual
interest, cultural relations, economic relations, the promo-
tion of peace — these are the recurring phrases, and if
something more precise, like racialism and colonialism,
can be picked out, it is hardly surprising. The only con-
clusion can be that with such a heterogeneous collection
of guests what comes out of it will depend on’ what is put
into it, and as the task of drawing up the agenda has been
Jeft to conference itself there is little to go on.

and uncommitted-

Getting Acquainted.

Those to be invited are assured that their presence will
involve no commitments or any change in their attitude
10 other participating States and that there is no intention

of changing forms of government or ways of life. The
sponsors are motivated by no desire for exclusiveness, and
have no intention of forming regional blocs. The basic
purpose is to become better acquainted with one another
and with one another’s points of view.

What some of these points of view may be is revealed
in some other paragraphs of the statement. The visiting
Prime Ministers took note of the Indonesian position on
Western New Guinea and

ve it their support; they sup-
ported nationalist demands in’ Tunisia and Morocco —
unofficial representatives of which have been buzzing
around the fringes of the Bogor meeting — expressed
grave concern at thermonuclear experiments, and hoped
that the Geneva agreement would be fully respected, with
no outside interference. They concluded by hoping that
1955 would be a year of friendly co-operation.

The statement admits, however, that much of the interest
of the conference will revolve round the inclusion of
China. Clearly, if tension is to be cased or the blocs
brought closer together, the Colombo Powers are best
equipped to do it. There was, however, some opposition
to the inclusion of China from Pakistan and Ceylon. But
the recent visit of Mr. Nehru and U NU to that counury
and, it is reliably reported, the assurance given t© U NU-
in Peking that China would welcome an invitation were
sufficient to turn the scales.
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As to the inclusion of Japan the opposition came from
Indonesia, but was evidently not pressed. Obviously Jupnn
is anxious to find her way back to the Asian scene politi-
cally as well as economically, and the new Government
in Tokyo may find the invitation most timely. Support for
Japan seems to have come particularly from the Burmese
Prime Minister, if one may judge from remarks he made
when addressing school children that morning of Decem-
ber 29, 1945, when they gave a concert as an entertain-
ment to the Prime Ministers before the conference began.
He quoted Japan as an instance of an Asian country which
was not very rich materially, but whose strength lay in
her sons :md' daughters,-whose loyalty had contributed to
making Japan a first-class Power.

It was again U NU and Mr. Nehru who drew the atten-
tion of the conference to Viet Nam, Laos, and Cambodia.
Both Prime Ministers have passed that way lately, and Mr.
Nehru has ample information at his disposal from the
Indian staff of the international commissions in all three
countries. Obviously this is an area-which the Colombo
Powers are interested in watching

The Indian and Burmese Prime Ministers also gave
some account of their impressions of China, and seem to
have given a favourable verdict on that country as
co-operative and peace-loving

There is a feeling that the proposed conference will be
rather too vague and purposcless, not to say heterogencous,
if all those invited accept, Perhaps the whole thing
has been left vague lest any feeling of failure should cloud
the participants if precise goals were aimed at.

(The Times, London 30-12-'54).

In April the A-A Conference on the Island of Java

The conference of the five Prime Ministers of the
"Colombo group” — as INDIA, PAKISTAN, CEYLON,
INDONESIA and BURMA have been called — started
in an atmosphere of great cordiality at Bogor, Indonesia’s
summer capital . . .

... The five Premiers, Nehru, Sastroamidjojo, Moham-
mad Ali, U NU and Kotelawala — had a thorough exchange
of viewpoints regarding the arguments which have (o be dis-
cussed by the conference and regarding the countries which
will be invited to participate. There should not be any

disagreements about the first point, because the conference ~

will examine suitable means for a relaxation of tension
in Asia as well as in the rest of the world, and all agree
fm.lhis point. Disagreements might arise regarding the
invitations to be sent to some countries, first of all to the
People’s Republic of China and secondly to Israel.

Regarding the latter, the opposition comes from the
ij.n‘b countries which lately assumed an increasingly rigid
attitude towards the Tel-Aviv government and which miss
no chance 1o isolate the Jewish State more and more.

20

The question of the mnvitation of Chinnvis more comp-
licated. India, Burma and Indonesia are favourably inclined
towards including the Pcking government among those
due to be permitted to participate in the conference, while
Pakistan and Ceylon — though they have not assumed a
contrary attitude — are rather reserved and diffident on
this issue. It is feared that the presence of the Chinese
delegates might induce some of the Asian countries, such
as the Philippines and Siam, which have not recognized
the Peking government, to desert the conference. In fact,
there are already rumours according to which America
is bearing pressure to induce these two countries to assume
a similar attitude. s

In this connection we must recall that Siam and the
Philippines belong to SEATO, whose function is decidedly
anti-Chinese, and therefore it is, apparently; being consi-
dered that their presence at the same conference table with
the People’s Republic of China would be rather anachro-
nistic.

These arguments are, however, being rejected by Nehru
and U NU, who pointed out that, above all, the people’s
Republic of China is fully authorized to participate in said
conference in so far as she has fully recognized and appro-
ved the famous “five points™ of the Colombo hlun. which
represent the foundation of solidarity and friendship among
the Asian nations. After all, the Bandung conference is not
supposed to produce the formation of a political and mi-
litary Afro-Asian bloc, but should only serve the purpose
of discussing and approving some fundamental principles
— which might be the same “five points™ of Colombo —
insofar as they could serve as a presupposition and guiding
principle for the relations between the two continents.

The importance of next April's conference, the founda-
tions of which were laid last May during the meeting of the
five Premiers at Colombo, can easily be evaluated if we
consider the fundamental part played by the Asian coun-
tries — and particulary by India — during the last year. It
is sufficient to recall the happy results achieved by the
Geneva conference for peace in Indochina, the success
of which was greatly due to India’s acting as intermediary

The task of the next Bandung conference in which some
countries will participate will be the unification of the
forces of the Afro-Asian countries; for the realization of
peace policies and the creation of an area of security and
stability in that vast part of the world. It would be absurd
to exclude China from the number of the invited powers

(Avanti, ltaly 29-12-'54)

What Bogor Conference Showed

American ruling circles are now devoting all efforts
in order to hamper Bandung conference or at least to get
the conference to limit itself to discussion on cultural and
cconomic relations and not touch political problems. USA
would like to turn the vonference into teaparty wich




would u&nlmpone any obligation. Dulles Department
already - es in © tion with forth-
coming $ Bandung conference. It decided to send its
emissaries to  Asian countries. General Paoshrianon
director general Thailand police who recently vini\lcd USA
being sent 1© Indonesia and Burma. Ficldmarshal Pinchun-
havan deputy Prime Minister Thailand being sent to Laos
and another deputy Prime Minister of Thailand being sent

- American attempt to h

{o Cambodia. The Thailand is given important role in
per the of the
Mm.\ocuvrcs of State Department prove blindness of impe-
rialists who don’'t want 1o see awakened peoples of East
and have-enough power and resolutions to decide their
fate of themselves. The convening of Bandung conference
will mean practical carrying out of peaceful co-existence.
(Literary Gazette, Moscow 6-1-'55).

‘ s - AMERICA

Today and Tomorrow
(By Walier Lippmann)

As the old year was coming to an end, there became visi-
ple something of the shape of things to come. 1 know that
in a venture of this sort we are all of us like the blind men
in the fable who were trying to describe the _shape of the

from what they could Jearn by touching it. But
there have been three stories in the past three weeks which,
put together. foretell something big and important that we
shall be running into. )

One is the crisis of indecision in the French Parliament
on the role of France in Burope andin the world. The
heart of this crisis has been that the democratic Assembly
is so divided in its aims and so contradictory in its views
that it cannot render a firm judgment about the vital
imterests of France. This malady of the French democracy
i mpot confined to- France. Our own Congress, for
example, is in a similar state of deadlock and confusion
oover our policy in the Far East. The members of Congress
are so divided within their own mind, they are sO commit-
ted by the many statements and speeches they have made,
that they cannot go beyond saying no to those who want

! to make war and no to those who do mot.

The second story is that Moscow and Peking have for
the time being returned to the tactic of increasing rather
than of relaxing the tension. This is understandable
enough in regard 10 Europe in the face of the Western
push to rearm Germany. But the German problem is
1ot a sufficient explanation of why Peking has also chosen
¢his time to increase the tension by such acts as the con-
viction of the American airmen. For when Peking made
~ this decision the American policy in the Far East was
~ undergoing the important modification of limiting the
‘Nationalist’s practical aims to the defense of Formosa and
the Pescadores. This was 2 decisive step in withdrawing
American support from counter-revolution in China. Yet
King chose that moment 10 exacerbate the relations not
v with the United States but with the European nations
fought with the United States in Korea.

The third big story at the year's end is probably the
biggest of all. 1t is the decision at Jakarta by the Prime
Ministers of the Colombo powers, that is to say of Pakistan
India, Burma, Ceylon and Indonesia, to call a conference
in April of the thirty "independent governments” of Asia
and Africa. The more closely one reads the text of this
historic communique, the plainer it is that we and our
leading European allies are not going to be able to afford

" the luxury of parliamentary confusion and delay which

prevents our governments from making clear and firm
decisions in Asia and in Africa. The fixing of April as 2
date for the meeting of ‘the Asian-African conference is in
effect the setung of a kind of deadline for a great many
issues, such as Formosa, and perhaps North Africa as

- well — which will have to be much more clearly dealt

with than they are now.

Let us have no illusions about the fact that the United
States and its leading allies in Western Europe are going
{o be the judged and not the judges at this April conference.
The official communique all but says in so many words
that the conference will consider our intentions. in Formosa
and Korea, the French intentions in North Africa and
South Viet Nam, the Netherlands position in New- Guinea,
the British in such places as Cyprus.

The list of the non-invited countries is interesting. Among
the countries which ar¢ in Asia as a matter of geography,
the non-invited are the Soviet Unions Australia and New
Zealand, North and South Korea, Nationalist China and
Israel. There appear 10 have been two main criteria of
non-admission. One is to be now a satellite or colony of

- the West. Formosa and Korea are not to be treated as

»independent govemmcnls". The second criterion is not ©
be of Asian stock, as the Soviet Union, Australia and New
Zealand are not.

The list of the states they did not invite makes it very
evident that this is n0 mere attempt t© make 2 ncqm]
bloc or a third toree in between the giant military powers.
Red China is no neutral and no third force. What this is
to put it plainly, is the most formidable and ambitious
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move yet made i this generation to apply the principle
of Asia for the Asians.

The members of this conference are to include all the
great Asian po — foremost among them India,
Pakistan China. The conference intends to

promote economic, social and cultural cooperation. But the
least common denominator among the members the
most easily, is their alignment
on what the communique describes as “problems affecting
national sovercignty and of racialism and of colonialism.”
The United States and its allies are going to be put on the
defensive, and they had better not lose much time seeing
10 it that the positions they are going to defend are in fact
defensible

sentiment which unites th

So far as we are concerned, Formosa is the place of

greatest vulnerability. It is vulnerable not perhaps because
theze is danger of war but because of the danger of our
finding ourselves isolated from and at odds with the
massive sentiment of all of Asia. In point of fact the Ame-
rican position in Formosa is by way of becoming more
rational and, therefore, more intelligible and defensible.
But this is being done surreptitiously, indeed it appears
that it is being done by the dubious device of secret clauses
attached to open treaties, The reason for this is not wholly
but mainly because Congress is supposed to be unwilling K;)
face up 10 a rational and workable decision.

In Washington, in Paris, and in some degree in all the
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democratic capitals, the question is whether the elected as-
semblies will support those revisions of judgment and those
decisions of policy which are called for by the swift march
of world events.

(New York Herald Tribune, 4-1-'55)

A conference on a grand scale

There is an element of unreality about the “African-
Asian” conference which the five Colombo power Premiers
propose to hold next April. These five statesmen repre-
senting India, Ceylon, Pakistan, Burma and Indonesia have
themselves a fair amount of subjects to discuss which they
hold in common. The conference they now propose to
hold will have no binding quality. 3

Offhand, indeed, it is possible to think of only two
common qualities. One is that all the nations involved are
non-white. The other is that all of them have emerged,
or are emerging, from some form of subject or inferior
states. As that status was imposed in all cases by the
white peoples of the western world, they all hold strong
views on the subject of colonialism which, it is expected,
will bulk largely on the proposed conference'’s agenda.

What makes for the conference’s unreality is, however,
the fact that the practical issues that now face this sub-
stantial group of powers are now by no means the same
Some of them indeed are barely on speaking terms, and
distrust their neighbours deeply. An example of this is
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Asian powers at work for peace

on danger have disposed

Common

the countries of Southe Asia to draw closer together

even though political differences divide some ol

them. The Colombo powets, so-called because their leaders
first met in Ceylon, are conferring now in Jakarta
Indonesia, and their main purpose is 1o plan a broader
Afro-Asian meeting there in April. Their aim is to preserve
an area ol peace ina troubled world, for wat could
ruin their hopes of a better life in their populous lands

India is prepared to give “peaceful co-existence * with
Communist China a chance, and no one could do more
than Prime Minister Nehru has done- to establish good
relations with Peking. 1f in the future those relations
change for the worse, it is not likely to be India’s fault
To assume that peaceful co-existence is possible, and to
act-on this assumption while at the same tme giving due
attention to defence, is a more hopeful policy than stub-
born hostility

... Premier U NU of Burma has
the Indian policy of good will and good offices. He rejects

reied o step furthet

the policy of anti-Cuo
| v ool H-Communiat gllianee, considers passive ]
co-enistenve ihadequate, and Tavors active Triendship o

ward all vther power

1This. polic wigt
| yoought, as o matter of fact, W commend

self to those powers that regaid themeelves as predomi
wantly  Christian Active  friehdship, ogain, does it
preclude keeping the powder drv. 1t does, or ‘would it
pul ihto effect, give efforts to stabilize peace 8 maskimum

han 3| A
wanee of succes Rurma's advocaey of aetive friend
hip 15 an important contribution W thought about inters
national affairs

(Otrawa Citizen, 12-30-'34)

Warning and challenge

A momentous conferenve, the like of which has not

been seen on earth before, is o take place next April in
{he Indonesian mountain city of Bandung. 1t all the invita
fiohs are accepted, thifty Asian and Africon countiies
inhabited by half of mankind, will be represented. The mee=
ting will Diter a warning and. a challenge © the other half

of the human race, and especlally to-the nations of the

Commuonwealth

The list of people bidden to Randung is unigue in two
respect It brings topether Asian and Africen le ders
unaccustomed (o exchanging ideas except in the United
Nations Assembly: and it brings topether the qu. smen

of states at different stages of political development, unac

customed - o meeting anvwhere There are sovereign
nations on the list Turkey, Bgypt and Japan among
them Ihete areé communities still under some Torm of

tutelage or external control, sh Wy though it may be

the Gold Coast, the Sudan the Indo-China states and

others
Wihat can bind these scattered countries together 7 What
i« the common interest of Red China and Ethiopia, of the

Philippines nd Lebanon, to name four more ol the invi

ted? The answer is plain. These Asian and African states,

with few exceptions, recently were or still are dependencies

With no exception whatever, they have a lower st indard

of living, measuring wellare by the- distribution of materi al
goods, than is enjoyed in other continents. This, of course
is obvious. What is significant about the

ght of Asians and Africans has been

call to Bandung

is that the common pli
1 Asia

recognized and pn\l‘\lu\n! \
1t {s true that the invitation to the Conference does not
speak directly of grievances I'he five inviting countries
India, Pakistan, Ceylon, Burima and  Indenesia
Afro-Asian bloe with revolu

refrained from suggesting an
are plain on the

Their objectives, however,

tionary aims
Colonialism facialism and

agenda they have luupuwd
Rids to thé Red

economie problems are o be discussed

and Northern Vietnam ate an
\ factor in Asias upheaval

regimes in China wcknow

ledgment of communism a3
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