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VENDA ' INDEPENDENCE '

Vendaland, the new forced-labour leager euple-~
mistically called 'homeland', will come into belng
on September 13, exposing the myth that racism is
going in South Africe,

No one takes this farce more seriously than
?.W., Botha and his militarist Tazi regime. To
encure that this circus gets all the desgired publi-
city, Piet 'Wapen'Botha went slumming through all
the enclaves lorded over by his puppets preaching
"Constellation’. : _ |

While allowing the polecat, Botha, his only
poseibility of a tour given the fact that nobody
in the outsgide world would really welcome & tour
from this racist, the main purpose of Botha's tour
ig his pressing need to consolideting his 'Conste-
lletion' dream, |

FPollowing events in Iren and the exposure 1in
Higeria, the South.-African militarists have an
urgent need for energy supplies. It is doubtiul
if Margaret Thatchér can continue to supply North
Sea 0il to her like-minded South Africen allies
without invoking the wrath ,of the British and
world community. '

The much advertised project to develop liquid
fuel from coal thus brings the 'homeland' enclaves
into close focus. The constellations are needed
to supply the resulting:demend for increased labour
for coal mining, and the bantustans will now have .
to justify the expectations for which they were
originally designed -~ cheap labour without demands
for the enathematic rights and tradeunionism &as 1is
chown by those. working in the urban arees.

" Even this expectation is seriously undermined
by the growing need for black ndunas to men the
borders agsinst freedom fighters and to relieve the
overstrained Boer army which is fraught with
desertions and frustration. Perhaps Botha hopes

that a Southern African Constellation' can save the
situation. &

The wankie campaign and the alliance of the
-2~ |




African National Congress with MPLA, FRELINO and
SWAPO has long shown the nature Df cunstellatlnn
our people are interested in.

For us & constellation can nnly be & brother-
hood of equals, based on common interest to rid
our countrieg of all vestiges of racism, colonial-
ism and imperislism. A true pattern of constella-
tion is shown in Angola, where a firm trench for
the revolution of Southern Africa exists.

The only alliance that comeg from such & cons-
tellation is such as existis in the Front-line
Stateg where the independence of each member stvate
is & prerequigite for co-~oreration asg equals in the
effairs of Southern Africe.

Becauce of the objective factoreg thet have
brouglit ebout our struggle and the correctness of
our ceuse, true leadersg in the mould of Malome :
loseg Kotane and Uncle J,.I . Marks could leave their
imprint on our struggle, Our cause. for o Tulure
South Africe - g free nation, & democratic state
and peaceful neighbourlinesg ~ that is the basis
for constellation not bantusians.

We are happy that twelve years after the
battles at Wankie, the forces of ZIPRA are firmly
congolideted in the Patriotic Front to stop the
traitors from hijeacking the Zimbabwean revolution,
This consolidation oi national forces is the cons-
tellation that will set the path of a future free
Zimbabwe within & southern Africe of peaceful
cﬂﬂperatlnn. :

It is in this same vein that we raise our
fleg to the People 's Liberation Army of Namibisa
(PIAN) which this month, 13 years after .its incep-
tion, »is confronting +the Boers in every corner of
jamibia, thus dictating where the battles should be
fought.

We must warn the Boers that we consaider it the
ultimate of insults, thaet with the usual Boer arro-
gance, the murderer Piet Botha should dare to set
foot.in Soweto. - No empty promises from him or his
smooth.phraser | Koornhof, will make our people

fnr et the seeds of deet own by thesge. fascists
he streets of Soweto, ~

_3._-.



WANKIE - UNITY IN _STRUGGLE
| = Max Koabi

‘The importance of the Wankie operations lies
iri the fact that these operstions - Wenkie campa-
isn —constitute a clear expression of the joint
efforts of two oppressed peorles 1o liberate them—
celves by force of arms from the oppressive white
rinority regimes of Saligbury and Pretoria which
enjov the all-round support of western imperialilsm.

The AIIC=-ZAPU slliance of the laste sixties,
vhich gave politico-military leadership to the
Vimnkie cempaigne is iteelf a concrete expression
of the higtoric and freternal tieg that exist
Letween the Zimbabwean and South African peoples,
go that to speak of the struggle of the people of
“outh Africe is to speak of the struggle of the -
neoples of Zimbabwe, and thet of other peoples of
our rTregion, '

/ The revolutionary struggle of the oppressed
but embattled people of our country, under the
tested leadership of the African liational Congress
started 67 years ago. Thig struggle, like that of
the opprecsed masses of the peoplec of Zimbabwe
end Namibia under the leadership of their vanguard
organisstions,~the Patriotic Front and SWAPO res-
pectively - has as its strategic objective - the
total liquidation of the Botha regime, for genuine
independence and for the establishment in South
Africa of a popular and democratic government.

The consistent effoxrts in struggle of both ow
organisations - onre of the African National Cong-
rege of South Africa born in January, 1912, and
the other, under the same name, the African
ilational Congress of Rhodegia, formed in 1924, now
7APU, entered a new phase with the opening of
clashes between the ILuthuli MK Detachment in
slliance with ZAPU fighters against the combined
Rhodesian security forces and the South African
fascist troops in Wankie and Sipolilo in the East,
Thege campaigns have gone down in the enrals of .the
history of the liberation struggle of our respect-
ive peoples as one of the most outstanding feats
‘of heroic patriotism and commitment to the just
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cauge of our peoples. -

The long=-standing ties of traditional sgtrug-
gle and political cooperation' between our orgeni-
sationsand peoples, sew, with these clashes, the
introduction of joint operations in the military
field: i.e. the introduction of a common revolu-
tionary stretegy to counter the then imperislist
backed Unholy Alliance between Pretoris, Salis-
bury and Lisbon.

It muset be said here that it had bscome clear
long before 1967 that the fescist whit: minority
recgimes thet oppress our peoples could be dislo-
dged only by violent means and notv through perlia-
mentery discussions and negotiations. Thus on the
16th of December, as far back asgs 1961, through a
decigion of the Wetiorel Executive Committee, the
highest organ of the African Hational Congress - Um~
khonto we Sizwe - wasformnedthe srmed wing of the
people. ZAPU by 1967 hed long worked on the forma-
tion and moulding of itd srmed forces.

Once the decision to-commit both forceg into
battle wag takeri, preparctionsg for confrontation
begann., The joirt A¥C-ZAPU forces srent long peridgo
of time in reconnoitering the operatio.el aree and
subsequently bases were set up. At each basge hide-
outs and storage places were preparede After inte-
neive training and adequ:ste prepsration, the first
unit pftheluthuli Detachment moved in. The Jjoint
- forces confronted and routed the enemy in many
perts of Zimbabwe which included the Zambesi valley,
North Matebelelarmd , Bulswayo, the Wankie geme
reserve end the whole area between Victoris fells
and the Keriba dam. The effect of these operations
reverberated not only in Southern Africa but throu-
ghout the world. Iven the limited accounts given
by the enemy testified to the incredible and magni-
ficent fighting calibre, heroism and courage dis-
pleyed by our men. In recognition of their valour
the enemy baptised them as "the Black Commandos”,

. It cou’d not be otherwise for the Luthuli Je-
tachment consisted of men of exceptional qurlities,
whose brilliant perfomarnce was shown in various
battles. Besides they were well armed and prepered
to make the supreme sacrifice for national and
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cocial independence, if need b=, This was, ebove
all, & revolutionary detachment spurxed on by
EJFGlutE dedication to the lafty idesls of freedomn.,

The entire force fought with the determination

ard will that shocked the enemy and struck fear
irto his renks, A 2hodegian army oificer was
forced to comment that "the attackere were very
aggressive and their morale wag very highV,
Amongst those who excelled, to neme but & few out
of & long list of brilliant fighters, are:

DETLMAS SIBANYONI: A light meachinegunner who
- halted the advence of a Rhodesian Africen
Rifle's Platoon single-handedly and never
withdrew until he was killed by helicofpter
fire,

JAVES IASININI: Who mortallywounded fought like
8 lion and covered the retreat of his comra-
des until he wasg killed,

PAUL = PEPELSEY: Who single~handedly fought the
enemy refusing to surrender until he was
"killed,

How best can wc¢ honour their memory? By equi-
ping ourselveg better politicelly, militarily end
technically for the long end ardouvs battles ahead,
by fulfilling our deaily tasks both as imdividuals
erd as a collective so0 as to ensurc the complete
dismantlement of that oppregsive and hated sgysten
thnet hes kept our people for so long vnder colo-
nizl bondage in their own country. By so doing,
we will not only be giving the best honour to
thege gellantuand heroes but will also be coutri-
butirg positively towards bringing nearer the day
of freedom.

We also remember the exemplary stand. of
comrades like Bert Temene, Freddie I[nisi, Peter
Tladi, Kenneth Fkomo, Alfred Scott and others who
whilst captured and imprisoned in South Africs,
Zimbabwe and Botswana, remeined and still remain
firm and loyal to the just ceuse of our people.

Today as we commemorate Wenkie Day, we pay
tribute to the lasgting memory of all the heroes and

martyrs of the South African end Zimbsbweern revolu-
s



tiong; to stalwarts like Vuyisile Mini, Bram
Fischer, J.B., Marks, Hoses Kotane, Solomon lMeahla-
ngu, in Zimbabwe to J.Z. Moyo, J. Dube, Nikita
Mengens and meny others.

Our peoplez will forever cherish the memory
of these stalwarts and herogs, their best sons
and deughters, who so genernusly ched their blood
for the liberation of our Motherlands, Theirblood
was not shed in vain. It has undoubtedly laid. the
foundation for the construction of & new Zimbabwe
and South Africa free from racial discrimination,
fasgcist oppression and the exploitation of man by
men, for a democratic and free Zimbabwe and South
Africa, where there shall be & houcse, bread, emp=
lovment, peece an¢ gocial progress for all,

Thanbs to the cousistent efforts of the libe-
ration forces of our region, thée face of Southern
Africa has changed radlcﬁlly ~ In Mozambique and
Angoia, true bulwark of revolution in Africa, the
netional liberation forces have genuine and relie-
ble bases of support. M¥ngols and Mozambique cont-~
ribute concretely towards the national liberetion
and. llquldatloﬁ of cmldﬁaallsm, racism, apartheid
and all forms of oppregsion in our continent. It
is therefore in the besgt interests of the oppressed
peoples and the entire progresgsive humanity to
defend and work for the consolidation of the
Angolan and Mozambican swevolutions.

-~ _In Zimbabwe the forces of liberation as led by
the Patriotic lront have scored significant vieto-
ries. - Armed struggle in that ﬁhgntry has intensi-
fied and ZIPRA-ZNLA forces, thEﬁﬂﬂlht cominand of
the Patriotic Front have continlbed to engage the
enemy in well over two-thirds of the territory,
The control of the Muzorewa-Smith forces is limited
to strategic strong points jn the country-side and
the cities only. Running away from the barbaric
repression of the HMuzorews regime, the people,.
young men and women, a&s well as in response %o the
call .. of the Patriotic Pront, are swelling the
ranks of ZIPRA-ZNLA by their thousands. Wothiug
"short of politico - mllltary defeat of the Kuzore-

wa-Smith regime, by the Patriotic Front will res-
tore - the fundamentel rights of the Zimbabwean
penple leadlng to their: camplete libersation,
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In South Africa, the later years following
Taonkie have seen growing militancy by all sections
0f the oppresced., To the militent strikeg aond
political battles waged by the black working class
in allience with students, working youth, and
revolutionery intellectuels that have rocked the
country, has been added the devastating blows of
X units. The working clasg which hes consgistently
ard courageously fought against aparthied ig find-
i:g new ways of intensifying the struggle for
rie.tionel and gocial independence.,

Digpite the reign of terror unleacshed by the
fr-scisgts, our people continue to fight the regime,
Threats, arrest of cadres, torture, imprisonment,
b2nning orders and death itgelf camnot stop the
maerch to freedom, Our gtruggle is just and it is
intengifying on all fronts. The succegsful opera-
tions carried out by our forces, the forces of the
people's army against the Botha® racist troops and
police in Goch Street Umlazi, Durban, Louis Tri-
chardl, Hmrth&nnTranavaal Zeerust, nustenburg and
lately ageinst the Koroka police gtation in Soweto
bmar witness to that fact; the fect that the strug-
gle is intensifying on all fronts.

Todey combatents of the People's Army enter
the theatre of war with.twelve years ez zperience
o. VWenkie, with the enthusiesm of the first day of
battle, leh of August, 1967, inepired by the un-
equalled heroism and example of the Luthuli Detach-
ment path-blazers, prepared and: equipped tﬂ Ccaerry
out even higner feats of 'valour,

While at the same time our nrganlsatlnn, |
working under exXtremely difficult conditions of

agsciet reprecsion, continuegto politicise and
nobilise the mass of the people, all oppressed,
gnti-fascist and anti-raciat sectors, so that they
can participate conscienciously on the side of the
revolution in & broad democratic front.

Unity in setion is bheing forged at all levels.
end the enemy is being confronted ag never before.
And more than at any other time before, our organi-
sstion and people, firmly united to the heroic
peoples of Zimbabwe and*ﬂamlbia who under the

banners. of. the Patriotic front and oWAPO, fl§
exms in hand, for national independence and Tree
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dom ageingt combined South African and Rhodesgien
fascist regimes For if there is any people inte-
regted in the flnal defeet of imperielism, a2ll its

vestiges, and the lest remaining fascist minority
regimeg in our regions, it is the South African
people, whose very exictence ig locked in a 1life
and death struggle against the apartheid monster
that prevents Africa from reaching her cherished
goal ~ i.e, the liquidation of culnnlalem, fascism,
imperialigm and the attainment of complete indepen-
dence and freedom,

If it ig true thet Wankie did not achieve its
prime gosl - that of carving the way home through
Zimbabwe; Wankie served and cortinuesto serve ag
a mobilising factor and clarion-call amorgst the
oppressed to take up arms agcinst their oppresrcore,
Wankie further proved that it is possible to fight
and defeet the joint South African and Rhodegisan
racist troops, for our men routed the enemy land
forces at every encounter forcing them to resort to
their highly sophisticated airplanes and embark on
the strefing by bombs of the entire areas. The
fescist South Africaon Defence PForce hag, since then
embarked Oonalong term programme of modernization
and standardization of its defence force's airwing.
Thisg programme hag been stepped up to such an
extent that it relies abanlutely onn the air-force,
And if we bresak their beck in the air they will
have no leg to stend on. Ve are not by any mesns
trying to underestimete +the enemy. Proper assess-
ment &t all stages must be made, -

The fight before us, comrades,we know, will be
long , bitter and ardous, but it must be fought.
We, militants of the ANC and combatants of Umkhorto
we Sizwe,have the complete conviction that there
can be no other out-come other then victory for
the oppressed over the forces of reaction and
counter-revolution: that South Africa will be free
ag a result of the eiforts of her own people, witih
the militant solidearity of progressive Africe, the
gocielist cemp ancd ithe world,

And it is for this reasgon that from wankle,
Soweto to Pretoria the struggle for renple £ powex
continues and wvictory i% certain.
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ANSW:

AN INTERVIEW WITH SWAPO PRESIDENT
COMRADE SAM NUJOMA

Comrade President, the British government on
the 25th July, announced that it was appoiut-
ing what was called a senior diplomatic nego-
tiator on the question of Namibia, with the
South African racists. What is the attitude
of SWAPO to this new initistive?

Well, as far as SWAPO of Namibia and the
struggling reople of Nasmibia are concerned,
there is no more question of negotiations or
talks or reopening the talks = with regard

to Namibia's decolonikation from South Afri-
can fascist colonial oppregsion and occupa-
tion. What is left out now really is the
implementation of Security Council Resolution
435, of September, 1978, where the Resolusion
speakg *for itself, PFirst, it says: There
should be a cease~fire, and SWAPO of Namibia
is ready to sign a cease-fire with the racist
South Africa and also we are prepared to
fight the elections and there is no doubt
that SWAPO will sweep all the seats. We are
aware. of the fact that there is no single
Namibian who will vote for the continued il-
legal occupation, -oppression and exploitation
of the Boer fascist regime in Namibis, All
Hamibians want to be free and therefore they
will vote for SWAPO, which is fighting fﬂr
freedom and 1nd9pendence of Namibia.

Comrade President, given the fact that the
racists have organiserl! their own elections in
Nemibia, in defiance of the United Nations
and even went further to create the so-called
Constituent Assembly, does comrade President
think thet it is still possible now to imple-
ment. . Resolution 4357

Well, the bogus electiorns which took place
on the 4th of December, was condemned, reject-
ed and declared null and void by SWAPO and the
international community, - Therefore the so-
called Consgtituent Assembly which came into

being as a result of® the bogus elections on
=7 O



QUES :

ATISW ¢

the 4th of December certainly has to be
dissoclved, and after and only after elections
supervised and controlled by the UN will the

Nemibien people form their National Agsembly

which of course will be constituted by mem-
bers who stood for the elections - genuine
election supervised by and controlled by

the UN., Therefore, the Turnhalle puppets
have to go with their Boer masters. ©SWAPO
therefore, does not expect any negotiations.
SWAPO will only participate in the impiemen-
tation of Security Council Resolution 435,
Why have the racists denied that the so-
called Constituent Assembly is a Unilateral
Declaration of Independence (UDI)?

ell, in fact there are plots being carried
out by imperialists and their clients in
South Africa, All this process of togus
elections in December in defiance of resolu-
tiong..and decisions of the UN General Assem-
bly and Security Council, are aimed at impo-
sing a neo-colonialist solution in Namibia -
but due to the vigilance and politicel
consciousness of the Namibien people they
have intensified the armed liberation strug-
gle through theirvanguard, SWAPO and People's
Liberation Army of Nemibia (PLAN) - the
militery wing of SWAPO, thus making it
difficult for the enemy to impose & puppet
regime on the Nemibian people. We are there-
fore determined to intensify the resistance
against imperialist plots and conspiracies
against Namibie and its people, We mve
frustrated the enemy's diabolical policies
and schemes of bantustens and ‘'homelands’
similar to those of Transkei and Bophutha-

. tswana in South Africa itself. The enemy

intends first to create & bantustan in
Northern Namibia end then to be followed
by the sgo-called Nama bantusten, Okavango
bantustan, Keprivi bantustan, Herero bhantu-
stan, etc,, But all these diabolical
schemes have been frustrated by the politi-~
cal opposition te the regime and its puppets
ag well ag the intensification of armed
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liberation struggle. We have resolved to-
fight and free our country and our people,
if there is no genuine effort towards a
negotiated settlement leading Namibia to
freedom and independence which our people

decide for themselves,

Speaking about the policies of the racists

in Namibia, ag attempts are now being made to
say that apartheid is beinz removed by means
of various proclamations and decrees by both

" Steyn and the co-called Constituent Assembly

in Namibia, dould you maybe say What is the
reality of the situation in Nemibla now?

As a matter of fact, SWAPO and the people of
Namibia do not seek reforms in the colonial

‘repressive system of oppression, but we are

fighting completely to liquidate the-illegal
occupationist forces of the Pretoria fascist
regime. We do not accept any reforms in the
repressive laws, we seek to completely remove
them and substitute these colonial insgtitu-
tions with the people's government. A
government that will serve the interest of
all the Namibians dirrespective of their
colour, race or places of origin.,
Recently there hag been a mass arrest of
SWAPO members, leaders and supporters., What
ig the aim of this campaign?
Well, the aim of the racist Pretoria regime
is to suppress the popular political aspi-
rations of the Namibian people towards
genuine freedom and independence, - That is
why the regime has embarked upon repressive
laws proclaiming Martial Law, through which
it empowers its soldiers, para-military poli-
ce and so-called security forces to arrest,
massacre and torture leaders, supporters and
members of SWAPO., But all these repressive
measures will never deter the Namibian people
from continuing with the struggle for the
overthrow of +the most hated fascist colo-
nial regime in Namibia, .The war of national
R R MR
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THE MILITARISATIOE OF THE _SOUTH
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ATRICAY REGIME
PART 2

- Jimmy Wilson

At the end of the first part of this article
we left our principal characters, under the direc-
torship of P.W., Bothe, scurrying around parliament
‘producing and amending Act after Act es pert of
their "Total Strategy'’ for the hopelegs tesgk of
defeating the South African revolution,

Vihile they are scurrying, their friends in
uniform - the military straetegists - are filling
their ashtrays with stompies and their livers with
YWV, trying to fathom out & way to stop en unstop-
able force -~ Umkhonto we Sizwe.,

One of their headaches, for instance, ig thet
white farmers sre running awey from their farms in
the border areas - particulerly in the Horthern
Traﬂsvaal. F

It was reported in the Johanrnesburg 'Star' of
Ath April, 1979, that Lieutenant Generel Bob iHodgers,
chief of the South African Air PForce, was calling
for measures to stop the “depﬂpulatiﬂn of the farm-
ing areas®.

A bright suggestion came from a certein .
Coetzee, deputy & inister of Defence. He seid the
government was considering the: establishment of
small "defendsble’ towns along the borders where
farmers from surrounding areas could live under
"atrictly controlled security”. He suggested that
the state buy the farms in the area and leace them
out to the fermers. One comdition though was that
fermers should have hed militery training.

Another attempt to solve this problem is the
establishment of 'MARKET' - Military Area Radio
Network. The purpose of 'MARNET' isg to "supplement
vulnerable telephone communications in remote aread.
It congists of radio stations in these areas which
are in communication with a permanent control
station at & commando head qguarters. Accﬂrding to
the 'Defence White Paper!'! of 1979, 'HARLET' has so

far been established in the MNatel, lorthern Trans-
-vaal snd North Western Command areas.
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But despite specicl redio networks and gorri-~
con towns, the racists still can't rid themselves
of terrirying visions of LI cedres darting unhin-
tered through the bush. So Coetzee has .promiged
that a permsnent Defence Force pregence will De
rainteined in the border areas to Y"strengthen the
copulation’ there, |

No doubt the population they hope to streng-
then ig the white population - the ones who are
running away. As for the black population - %ae
eagants eand farm workers who are more firmly tled
%o the lend they work then are the lendowners w:o
cxploit them - the intention is not g7 much 0 ‘ctre-
nzthen them &3 to increase their subjugation by
more sophisgticated and subtle means.

Botha and his colleagues have at least learnt
tie much from history - that it ie the cupport of
the peorle which mokes people's war so inevivably
victorious;that the people are the mountalns end
iorests, the logistics supply, the communications
retwork and the intelligence service of the guerri-
llas,

So Botha's strategists, their minds befuddled
with despersation, have come up with what they think
is & brilliant plan. They argue, with reactionary
naievity, thet 1f the guccess of guerrille werfare
depernds on the politicisation of the people by the
;uerrillas, then the encswer is to get to the people
hefor e the guerrilles do =~ to “win the hearts and
riinds" of the people. They forget that they have
heen "getting to" the people for over 200 years,
znd that those years have taught the people that
whether the oppressore come with shining white
cmiles or spattering guns, they are coming with one
thing in hand - opprescion,

Nevertheless the Boers are very pleaced with
what they think is their alternative to the lawg ox
history and they are going ahead with their attempts
to win the hearts and minds™ of the people.

So while on the one hand the South Africén
efence Torce ig pouring into the border areas with
1ts gurs, tanks, plenes and other fincy equipment
to "strengthen the population®, on the other hand
they & eploying ' ' t N3
Emeie“riudhgipy%ﬁé %ggﬁiglwgggt%gggghghggpigéfe
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their fsrming, their €ducsation, buildirng schools
and clinics, giving away bibles and other choice
literature, and generzslly "teaching the ways of
the white man®, .

It's strange that these '"'nice Boers' are not
doing these "nice things"™ for the people in other
parts of the country where there ig no immedizate.
military threat. Affter all these people too have
been waiting patiently for meny years for clinics,
schools and . agricultural acsistence.

Perhaps the recson for this is begt explained
by & certain Lieutenant Spies, & low-ranking offi-
cer in the South African army in Namibie, who in
an interview with an overseag film teem in 1377
gaid the following:

"L SPIES: We want to win the favour of

the local populetion, It's difficult to

explain to them the siteation they are in

at this stage. Terrorists come over and

they tell the local population & lot of

storieg that are not quite true, I

believe it is in the interests of the

local population that we tell them what

is right and not right, and not the

terrorigte. We do not agree with their

ains. |

INTERVIEWER: You do not agree with

their eims but. the people do?

LT SPIES: Yes,. this is the problem,

This is whet the war is about@.

A further indication both of the extent to -
which the militarisation mania has swept away with
Botha and his plotters, and to which thecse plotters
fail to understand the oxrganics of people'’'s war,
igs their never-ending introduction of new Defence
Force units. This is despite the fact that the
SADF already has a huge number and variety of units
at its disposal - including infantry, me€chenised,
motorised, parachute, artillery, anti-aircreft,
engineering and signalsg units, plus the meny
support units, technicel, medical, logistical, etc.,

A handful of MK fighters battle it out at
Rustenburg and the racists establish a "new battle
school to provide continuous conventional training
for all the army's conventional formations up to
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divigional level",

Three men spend ten devegteting minutes in -
Moroke police station end the recists established
& new parachute brigacde to Vprovide the army with
e quick reaction force',

Then, perpaps in Ent1c1pat10n of the African
llational Gungresa extending its underground activi-
ties to underwater activities, the SADIF has intro-
duced & new special section of the navy - the
llarines. The Ilarines is supposed to be & "counter-
insurgency strike force specialising in land and
seaward defence of 8l1l ports®™. To do this they
are being equipped with a specially made petrol
craft, fitted out with a 50mm machine gun, a 7,62
mm machine gun, scare ciarges, shotguns, radio
and radar,

Botha and his gusrddogs sre not only licking
the wounds inflicted by the vpear of the Hation By
ingide the country. They alsn have to contend with
the povwerful ALNC external migsion and its friends
throughout the world,

One of the fruits of the AEC'g international
work has been the United Naetions mandatory arms
embargo againsgt South Africa., To one believes for
a moment thet this embergo has stopped all supplies
of arms and military equipment to South Africa,
but it does et leact have Bothe and the imperialists
crawling like moles through all the loorholes they
can find to get military herdware to the racists.

According to an article in the brit.sh news-—
paper 'The Obgerver', "Pretoria's network of mjli-
tary agentsend arms buyers is far more extensive
than the pra%&ganda capers of the Information we-
partment here is also the gtrong sus plclon that
western intelligence agencies are cerrying ous
secret arms deals with the South Africean gowernment.
contrary to the policies of their own governmentg.

According to a book recently published by two
American "strategic experts" immense shipments of
tanks, guns, armoured cars and sircrafts heve
flowed into South Africe in the past few yeears
from countries like Britain, Frcnce, the USA,

Italy, Portugel, Canade, and Switzerland. This
equipment of imperielism incledes 40 Stérfighter
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bombers handed down from the West German Luftwaffe
and "hundreds of American-built tanks®,

In spite of this, Vorster - when he was still
e member of the Botha family - was forced to admit
in May this year that "SADF men did their opera-

tional duties knowing much of their equipment was
not readily replaceable®, °

In order to reassure their supporters, Boths
and compeny are congtantly claiming that the arms
embargo isg in fact working in the regime's favour
by forcirg it to become self-sufficient ir arms
production. This is being said so often, in fact,
that it seemg that it is himself Botha ig trying
to reassure,

In 1977, by an emendment to the Armaments
Development and Procurement Act, responsibility for
the purchase and supply of arms to the SADF was
centralised in Armscor., Armscor controls nine
subgidiary companies whose functions include the
design and manufacture of electro-optical systems,
aircraft, guided missles, rifles and artillery,
explogives and ammunition, chemical research, the
manufacture of armoured cars and other vehicles
and the production of navy vesggels, Armscor iteelf
has overall respmn51b111tg for planning and admi-
nistration and works in direct cooperation with the
South African Defence Force.,

In addition Armscor hands out tens of thousa-
nds of military contracts to privete companies
each year. One estimste is that over 1,200 private
companies handle Armscor work. . This means that a
huge pﬂrtiﬂn of the South African economy is caught
up in Botha's militarisation web in a frantic
attempt to keep up with the growing needs of the
Defence Force.

The racists take great pleasure in announcirng
the development of this or that new piece of equip-
ment. And each new development is announced as the
most advanced in the world., |

To take a few examples from the first few
months of this year alone:

- In PFebruary Botha announced that South
Africe had made a "major breakthrough" in missile
technology, and that they were now ”tutally gelf-

sufficient™ in missile production. He also claimed
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tl:at the '"Navy's strike power was strengthened by
the addition of the first two of a series of naval -
vessels congtructed in South Africa" - a mine
hunter and the harbour-patrol VEEEEI mentioned
earlier,

- In Warch it was announced that the Atlas
Air -craft Corporatiori -~ one of Armscor's subsidia- -
ries - was manufacturirg light aircraft and the
Inpala strike and tralner military planes.

— In April Botha announced thet production
hed started on a new generation of field guns
"suited to South African conditiong®™. The new
"South African-designed" G-5 would, he claimed,
"place South Africa in the fnrefront of the produc~
tion of field artillery batteries at least till the
end of the century”. He has also claimed that it
would provide a strong challenge to the Katyusha -
wiiich goeg to show the contents of Botha's night-

mares.

- At the same time he announced that South
Africa's fighter planes have hed their "liveg ex-
tended by the addition of sophisticsted misgilesg".
South Africa's fighter planes certainly need their
"lives extended" -~ in PFebruary this year the
rocists themselves announced that their airforce
hed lost R35-million worth of jet aircrafts in the
rast year alone - i,e. nine planes, three pildts
and two navigators. Add to that the Mirage 11T,
which crashed killing its pilot during training
its pilot during training near Pietersburg in
April, as well as the planes recently shot down by
SWAPO and FAPILA, and you get some idea -of their
problem. In fact, MK cadres can take heart from
the fact that every time they peer along the barrel
of their guns at a South African Air Force plane,
they have the potential of bringing crashing to the
ground approxXximately R44m11119n worth of racist
equipment,

- Again in April +the rocists boasted about
the production of a new navy misgegile-carrying
ctrike craft built in Durban., They reassured their
nervous constituents that it was the "most sophis-
ticated vessel in the world of its type and size"
and that it was equipped with "some of the most
sdvanced electronic systems in the world".
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But perhaps Botha's proudest moment was
when, once more 1n 'April, he introduced what he

thinks is the alternstive to the AK-47 = the '‘new
light-weight, light-calibre R-4", - Not everyone
sheares Botha's confidence in the R-4 however. The
Johannesburg 'Star' of 27th April, reported thcot
there is "unease in foreign circles™ about the
stopping power of +the R-4's 5,56mm bullet, Appa-
rently American 'Vietnam veterans' gcay that the
bullet is "so light it can be deflected by a twig®,

This incessant bocsting about South Africa's
new weapens and weapons-producing capacity secems
as much a part of Botha's ""Total Strategy” as the
weapong themselveg - perhapg it's the 'psycholoci-
cal’ strand of the militarication web.,

We K cadreg have enough of a fighting hig-
tory behind us to look with scorn at an enemy who
boasts too much beforc battle. Botha's chest-

thunping claim that South Africa has become gelf-
gufficient in weapons production is of the szme
order as Chelmsford's -vainglorious boast about ihe
might of the British army befors the Battle of Isa-
ndhlwana,

A recent interview conducted by Radio Freedom
with a British Journalist revealed that the recist's
‘great new'! artillery piece - the G~5 - was in fact
degigned and produced with the direct asgsistance of
a Canadian-American company with the connivance of
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).

It seemsg that after the Boers got their back-
sidesg burnt by the Katyusha in Angola, they ran
squeeling to the CIA who put them on to this Ameri-
can-Canadicn firm which secretly shipped to the
racists large quartities of newly —~developed long-
range artillery shell plusequimment for the estab-
lishment of an artillery resesrch unit.,.

Time will tell Jjust how much more of Botha's
boasts are nothing but hot air. Nevertheless the
rapidly increasing production and procurement of
military equipment remaing an important part of
Botha's "grand” militerisation strategy, not only
in relation to the intensificction of the recist's
military build-up, but also in its effect on the
overall South African economy .

To be continued...
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OUT GREAT DPASEK

This is an extract from OUR REVOLUTIOK,
an article written by Paul Petersen,
which formed one of a series of lectures
he delivered to members of UMKHOITO WE
SIZWE units.

"Comrades we are faced with & great task. We
live in a period when all mankind is emerging from
centuries of strife and conflict. We live in a
time when the prospect of peace and happiness héas

come within the reach of all. But before the
d-wn of & new life comes over the horizon there is
£5ill one battle to be fought, IZBefore mothers may
love their children and guide them into a world of
peace and plenty, they will first see them being
torn away from their homes. There is a bit of the
idealigt in all of us. Who can resist the tempta-
tion to take a peep behind the curtain thet divides
the present from the bright future? And having
seen what tomorrow has in store for us it is herd
to be patient, it is hard to wait when the joy of
freedom is so near. o one can be blamed for want-
ing to tear aside that curtain and to step over

the threshold into a new life. But we nust be care-
ful, Let ue not allow tomorrow to be put once more
beyond our graspr. It has teken much toil.  But the
last step will be the hardest of &ll., It has taken
much care and preparation to bring us so invitingly
cloge to victory. It will take more care and hard
work to make the promise a reality. It would be a
betrayal of those who have gtruggled valiantly if
we should now, in one tragic act of recklessness
destroy everything.

THE STRUGGLE GOES ON. Yothing can stop it.
Yothing can prevent it. There are many soldiers of
freedom., Nothing can stop them from being born.
iach of us has hig task in the great fight. Let
us not despair, Despair is an enemy of the revolu-
tionary. Let us truely believe thet victory will
come., Let us be eager but let us-also take care
that eagerness does not endanger the revolution.
Above all let us take this business of revolution .
geriougly. Let us fake pﬂlltlcs SErlnuﬂly beeause
revolution is =2 political sct.” It is true that we
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may not like politics. But then very few people
like politics, many of us here would have prefered
to be working in a fectory or doing some such use-
ful thing.

Ilany of ue would hsve prefered to continue our
studies. Many of us would have prefered in the arms
of a sweetheart., All of us have mothers and fathers
and brothers and sisters. Many of us have little
ones. But such is the cruelty of revolution.

These are the things that we have vowed should never
~agein happen to the youth of our country. Tet us
not fail them comrades. Let us not ect so that the
generations of the future mey blame their
migery on our irpéaiience. Comrates, mankind is
about to step out of darkness into the brlghtresq
Kow there will be light. We, each. ore of us
will play his part. We are partlclpanta in the
greatest eventg 1in the life of menkind, As- one
of the greatest martyrs of freedom begged his people
from the gallows, we must remind ourselves, "Comra-
des be vigilant®™,

A REVOLUTIOUARY DEDICATE& HIFELLP TO THE CAUSE
- OF A BETTER LIFE, IEK ORDER TO0 ALCHIEVE THIZ, HE
WILL SACRITICE HIS OWE LiFE. A RELEVOLUTIOUALY
LOVES LIFE ARD HE KKOWS THAT LIFE DOES NOT IED
WHEN HE HIMSELF #AS DIED, HE ENCWS THAT ITIFE,
THE LIFE THAT HE LOVED, WILL GO CN IX TEE uFIEE&
LAUGHTER OF HAPPY GHILDREE. HE INOWS THAT LIFE
WILL, GO ON IN THE SMILES OF BEAUTIFUL GIRLS IOR
THEIR YOUTEFUL LOVERS., HE KNEW THAT LIFE WILL
GO O IN THE HEARTS OF A NATIOY THAT WILL REBLE-
MBEL HIN. JHIS IS ¥HF LIFE FOR WHICH HE GLADLY
GIVES HIS OWER",

~ PAUL PETERSEN (BASII PEBRUARY) -~ An Umkhonto

- comtatant who when discovered by Rhodesgian armed
forces -while on hisg way to Sﬂuth Africe, refused
to surrender and fought slngle—handedly to the
bltter end,
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LOSHOESHOE: A YEAR OF THE SPEAR PROFILE
| : - M, Nkomonde

The maxim that wer is politics employing other
means hag become generally accepted as true since
it wag formulated, The obverse, that - politics
is war ueing other means, is less readily accepted,
Arong the great Southern African statesmen of the
1¢th century, perhars no other man besidesg Moshoe-
srhoe, the founder of the Sotho nation, grasped
th:ig truth more clearly. The independence of Leso-
tro today, though its territory is much reduced
from what he had ruled, can be directly attributed
to hie skillful emplovment and ability to combine
diplomecy with military force. In our day we have
scen how wigely thig tactic wag deployed by our
Vietnemese comrages during their wars of liberation
against both the French and United States imperial-
iota. L

Moshoeghoe was the son of Mokhaghane and Kholu
of the Bakwena tribe, one of many Sotho speaking
tribeg then distributed along the length of the
Drakengburg and westwerd as far ags the desert of
the Kalahari. He was born around 1786, near Butha-
Buthe., At birth he was given the name Lepoqo, and
at his initiation into menhood was renamed Tlabutle. -
Trhie name by which he bedame famous, Koshoeshoe, was
originally a title bestowed upon him by the praise
poete after he had demonstrated his military pro-
wess during a short wear with one of the neighbours.
By 'shaving the beard' of his opponent (as the poets
tizen described defeating another chief in battle)
he was given the title Moshoeshoe, which is an
imitetion of the sound of the razor as it sheers
away the hairs of the defeated chief's beard.

.- Together with his brothers, hoshoeshoe grew

up under his father's guidance at Menokhaneng. At
his initiation he shared the initiates lodge with
Makonyane, who inmerhood was to be one of his chief
coungellors end & commander of the Sotho armies.
~ + During the years of Moshoeshoe's adolescence
and young menhood, there was a well known ngaks
(healer) and rainmaker, Mohlomi, living among his
peoples Liohlomi had travelled widely during his
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time and had come to know intimetely the other
Africen communities to the east, the west, the
north and the south., IHoshoeshoe very early became
a disciple of the ngaka, The sage's knowledge
made a great impression on him end this wes rein-
forced when after his initiation liokhashane,
Moshoeshoe's father, handed his son over 1o Tiohlomi
for further iHEtPHE%lGn-

As the repository of traditional knowledge,
customs, lore and mores Mohlomi taught Moshoeshoe
his first lessons in statecraft impressing on him
that gresatness lay not in holding powexr for its own
sake but in using prower to defend snd protect the
weak: that the great ruler was he who could atfract
people to him by persuagion and moral example rather
then by force or bullylng.

Duxring Mosghoeshoe's boyhood and youth, the
Sotho speaking people were divided amongst a number
of autonomous principalities including the Bakwensa,
Bataung, Bafokeng, Batlokwa, Bskhatla and the
Baphuthi. Around the 18208 a series of politicel
upheavals now known as the Mfecane (in the Iguni
languages) or Difagane (in the Sotho, Tewana and
' Pedi languages) erupted in South Africe. TFrom his
capitel at Butha-Buthe, Hoshoeshoe began moulding
the seperate Sotho groups into a centralised state
under the leadership of the Bakwena.:  His plans
were both interrupted end abetted by the lifecane
wars. In 1824, Matiwane end his Ngwane peorle,
flzeing from war-torn Natal, attecked Moshoesghoe
and his people at Butha-Buthe. TFighting under
Moshoeghoe's conmand, the Sotho beat off the ligwane
advance, forcing Metiwane to turn his migreting
" people sgouthwards where they fell on the Hlubi
and. the Mpondo forcing a route asg far sgouth as
lithatha. Durlng the winter months of that same
year, a similar migrating group, the Batlokwa, led
by their queen Mmenthatisi, leid seige to Butha-
Buthe and forced the Sotho to seek refuge in the
mountains of their country. It was during this
retreat thet Moshoeshoe established himself on
Thaba-Bosgiu, a flat-topped mountain whose summit
could only be reached through a few eapily defended
passes. Thaba~Bogiu has a rich topsoil, meny water-
holes and green sweet grass which mﬁdE'it'pqaﬁible
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to sow corn and graze cattle., This natural endow-
ment enabled the Sotho to hold out ealmost indefi-
nitely against any invader. In the end, lMmanthatie
si and her armies were forced to move on to more
vulnerable targets.

This great victory won by Moshoeshoe, with
very little loss of life on either side, immediste-
ly raised his prestige in the region. Tugitives
from other tribes, including former enemies whose
ovin communities had digintegrated during the wars
now flocked to him. He also began to display what
wegs later to be one of his main wearong, the combi-
netion of diplomacy and warfare, as two difierent
means working towards the same end, during this
time. 7The two most formidable threets to the
ricing Sotho nation at the time were the Zulu
under Shaka and the Ngwane under liatiwane., Of the
two, Matiwane was the principle threat. At no cost
to himself or his peorle Moghoesghece skillfully
played off Shakse agairst Matiwane. Iistiwane was
defeated and thus the immediate threat was removed,
He employed similar tectics when handling an
irvasgion by Mzilikazi's Kdebele, in 1831, After
souhdly bcating Mzilikezi's armies in the mountain
pesses of Thabe-Bosiu, Moshoeshoe sent the retreati-
ng enemy & gift of fat oxen to restrain the Ydebele
from devestating the surrounding country-side in
search of food,

From his secure base on the mountain, Moshoe-
shoe could afford to be generous and flexible
whereas hie rivals, Mzilikazi, Mmenthetisi and
letiwane were forced by circumstances to be more
ruthless. He never attacked, he fought only to
defend his people, their lands and his allies.
To spread his influence more widely, he wegen to
invite fugitives ceught up in the mnelgtrom of the
Mfecene to join him and offered protection to sma-
ller tribes who would otherwise have been engulfed
by the wars. Thus the Baphuthi became a tributary
tribe to the Sotho but retained their autonomy in
internal affeirs end some agpedts of military policy.

After beating off the invaders to hig east,

& new threat from the south-west appeared. These
were the Koranna, an independent Coloured community
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made up of Khoi, esceped glaves end Coloureds
migrating from the Cape. Through longstanding
contact with the European invaders.the Korenns had
become Christians, usli g horses, fireerms snd wear-
ing Eurepeen style elethlﬂg. .They had lost their
origii:al lenguages and now epeke Dutch,

After they entered the areas north of the
Orenge river, then cclled Transorangia, the Foranna
periodically raided Sotho cattle and other live-
stock in order to build up their herds.  Despite’
Sotho pleas they were reluctant to enter into nego-
tiaticr.s to resolve their differences. In oxder to
build up Sotho defences agoinst this new threazt,
lioshoeshoe resolved to do three things: To acquire
horses so that his people would have the same mobi-
lity as the Kovanna; to acquire guns to place then
on an equal fo.Ting with regard. to weapons; and to
acquire the Buropean skills which the Koranra were
putting to such effective use. Thus in 1833, three
missionaries from the Paris Evangelical society
arrived at Thebe-Bosiu. That same year, lMoorosi,
chief of the Phuthi, gave lloshoesghoe his first
horse from amongst the spoils the former had won in
a reid ageinst the White colonialists in the east~
ern Care.

In 1837, & threat far greater than 8ll his
Africen opponents now faced KMoshoeshoe. The Boer
- trekkers crogsed into Transorangie with their wsgons
and horses. Lioshoeshoe realised immediately thet
thege were & gection of the foreign invaders who
were encroaching on the Xhosa, the Thembu and the
Khoi of the Cepe. They were a.threat not only to
his people but to the independence and freedom of
&ll the Africen people of our country. The power
the Boerg wielded wes burned even deeper into his
mind when they used the Barolong asg allies  to

.&mash the once powerful Ndebele army at Vegkop
later thet year, Fighting from the cover of their
defensive laager, Boer firearms mowed down the
Kdébele before they could close to make their
spears effective.

The most important thing as Moshoeshoe saw was
to bury the feuds and quarrels of the past and build
& defensgive -allience far wider than the one he had
‘constructed among the Sotho and would heve to embra-
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ce those of the Cape, Natel and those 1inland.
Common interest in resisting Boer sggression now
made the Korerna more amensble to Sotho diplomscy.
Starting with his immediate neighbours, lMoshoeshoe
built up an alliance with the Grique, the Koranne
end the Batsung under lMoletsene, From his new
ellies, the Griqua end Xoranna, he traded corn and
other grein in return for horses and guns. - The
Sotho soon beceme excellent marksmen and within a
few yeers hed bred the tough 'Basotholand Pony’
cdapted to the rugged conditions of their mountain-
“eous country.

The French missionariers now also became velua-
ble informents through whom Moshoeshoe familiarised
himgelf with Buropean polities and about the conf=-
licte and rivelries dividing the Boers from the
Britigh. Using this intelligence, he began devigi=
ng ar elaborate diplomatic. strategy aimed at igo= -
1zting the Boers., Ag in the case of Matiwane and
Shaka, Moshoeshoe realised that though the British
viere the greater threat, the Boers were the imme-
diate denger which had to be dealt with. By isola-
ting them from the British eand exploiting the
differences between them he would achieve two
thinge: (1) He would buy time for the Africen
people s0 thet when the grester British danger
- presented itself they would have had time to pre-

pare themselves to fece it. (2) By deeling with
the White invaders one: at & time, the Africens
would more eagily defeat both rether than & united
front of Boer and Briton,

Parallel with the diplometic effort, Moshoe-
cshoe began making milit-ry preparetions., . From 1838
onwerds, &ll surplus Sotho grain went towards the
purchase of firearms to narrow the disparity in
srms between the Africaens and the Whites. By 1843,
the Sotho were known to have one of the largest
ersenals amongst the independent African kingdoms.
3 In fact Sotho diplomacy resulted in wor with

the British before any real fight with the Boers.
In their effort to isolate the Boers, the Sotho
had opened negotistiong with the British .colonial-
igts in the Cape, The outcome was a Treaty signed
“in December, 1843, by whose terms the British sgreed
to recognige and respect the Sotho borders, IFive
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years later, in 1848, the treacherous Sir Harry
. 51ith, repudiated the treaty and annexed Transore-
ngia as the 'Orange River Sovereignty'. In.October.

of that year; dmith tried to impose an unequal **
treaty on the Sotho sgeizing large tracts of their
land for the newly created Brilish colorny.

. Moshoeshoe had seen this coming and prepared
his allieg for a confrontation. By this time the
Batlokwa had been subdued. Mmenthetisgi hed been
succeeded by her gon Sekonyela and they had become
ellies of the BSotho. Satisfied that he wes reesdy,
Koshoeshoe rejected Smith's treaty. In a vain
attempt to enforce it, Smith merched & column of
troops into Lesotho in 1851, He was soundly
beaten by the Sotho and their allies, The next
vyear, s8till emsrting from the defeat, three columns
from the Cape under Cathcart, merched into Lesotho,
At the battle of Berea, on 20th December, 1852,
the Sotho fielded 6,000 horsemen begides foot sol~
diers. All the mounted troops were equipped with
firearmsg.,

Though the Sotho had off-set the usual dispa-
rity in arms between Black and hite, their most
effective weapons at Berea were still the tradi-
tional spear and battle axe., A gguad of mo.nted
British colonialist lancers was trepped in & pass
ot Berea, Descending upon them with these wespons,
the Sotho warri as wiped it out almost to & man.
Cathcert ran away with his te2il between his legs,
then adviged the British government to abandon both
the war and Smith's scheme t0 annex Transorangia.

Moshoeshoe had rightly forseen that the
effectivenese of his glliance system would persuade
other Africen rulers to follow his example,
Sekwetly, king of the Bapedi, sought and made an
alliance with kioshoeshoe. The politicel understand-
ing weg geeled with royal marriage in traditional
faghion, ©Stending astride the cross-roads between
the "Cepe and the people to the north, the west and
the east, the Sotho could serve as a condu’t for
armg. After 1850, Fedi labourers regularly passed
through Sotho territory en route to the Cape and
later the diamond fields., With their wages they
bought arms and ammunition.,, In thig way, King
Sekwreti and his son Sekhukhuni were able to build
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up an arsenal to defend themselve against the Boers
in the Transvaal. To strengthen the general defen-~
ces of the other African kingdoms, the Sotho dis-
patched their grnsmiths and marksmen to train
troops in these areas. Thig was true in Zululand
where Sotho marksmen Yelped Cetshwayo in developing
two regiments equiped with guns.

In 1854, the British imperielists withdrew
from north of the Orange river., Before their
departure, they tried to arrange things in such a
fashion that the Boers and Sotho would wear each
cther down in mutually ruinous wars, in fact try-
ing to turn Meshoechoe's diplomacy ageinst hinm.
Yowever, of the two the British favoured the Boers
snd wanted to make sure that the Sotho got the
worst of any military confrontation. To meke the
Sotho more vulnerable, they made a pact with The

Boers prohibiting the sale of arms and ammunition
to the Sotho or any other independent African king-
aom, -

Unlike the present day 'embargo' against Smith
end hig Pretoria ellies, the British imperialists
strictly applied sanctiong against Moshoeshoe. To
breach this embargo the Sotho encouraged smugglers
end White deserters from the British colonilists
ermies to come into their territory. With the aid
of these they could acquire guns and also lcazrnt
khow to make ammunition and cast cannon.

The British-devised embargo bore fruit when

" war broke out between the Sotho and the Boer 'Free
State® in 1858, While the Sotho had to make do
with a trickle of guns bought from money~hungry
smugglers, the Boers had been able to buy the most
up to date weapons available on the world market.
This included the new Schneider breech—-loader and
Enfield rifle. Apart from these they 2lsgo hzad new
British artillery pieces.

Despite these advantages, Sotho military skill
and ingenuity won the day. TFrom smugglers the
Sotho had acquired a battery of gix cennons from |
the Cape and hed cast a brasgs three-pounder devised
by White desertérs and made by their own smiths,
When the Boers advanced into Sotho territory,

the foot-soldiers drew them deéper and deeper into
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the mountaing, IMeanwhile, the Sotho mounted troops
commanded by Moshoeshoe's son,. Masopha, outflanked
the advancing Boers and raided Boer farms in the
enemy's rear., The Boers advance was stopped at
Thaba Bosiu and while they made preparations to lay
seige to the fortress, reports came in of KNasopha's
raids on their homes, Confused and terrified, the
Boer army disintergrated into & hundred and one
digputing factions end withdrew. From the wegt the
Koranna under Taaibosch had &lso opened up & new
front and harrassed the Boers. Faced with- this
prospect, the Boers agked for peace,

" During the war of 1858, Moshoesghoe had fought
with skill and from & position of immens2 moral
superiority against his enemies. All oulookers, ¥
he had also out-generaled the Boers, forcing them
to choose between two equally untenable alternati-
ves: a long seige of Theba Bosiu with little pros-
pect of success while their farms were reduced to
ashes in their rear; or a hasty retreat to retrieve
what wag left of these but leaving the undefeated
Sotho free to attack their retreating armies. In
the face of this, Boer morale broke and their army
fell to pieces, The Sotho had emerged victorious
in spite of British treachery and Boer aggression,

The balance of local and intermational forces
in the 19th century did not however favour Africean
registance, no matter how gkillful. In,.the follow-
ing two wers agaeinst the Boers, this factor wag to
come into greater prominence. The armg the.Sotho
acquired through smugglers were of poor quelity.
During this time almost all the armies of Europe
were re—equipping end their old weapons had begun
‘to flood the world market. .The Boerg, who could.
buy direct from the new arms deglers or through
the Cape, readily acquired the up to date weapons.
they wanted, The smugglers sold the Sotho the
outdated muzzle loaders. The disparity in arms now
denied the Sotho victory. - The price the Boers peid
for aggression was however still high.

Unable to match Boer firepower, the Sotho had
to retreat into the mountaing and try to fight
using the terrain. When the next war began 1n1£%5,
the Boers were drawn deep into Lesotho and laid
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scige to Thaba Bosiu, From August of that year
ti11 April, 1866, the Boers made repeated attempts
¢ storm the fortress. Moshoesghoe's armies beat
oif each attempt, In their last desperate  *try,
the Boer commender, Louis Wepenesar, was killed and
- the Boer army smashed in the rout that followed,
At this point the Sotho monarch decided to  turn
to diplomacy and suggested that the British be
invited to mediate between them. At first the Boers
refused, confident that the drawn out war had
exzhausted the Sotho and put forward a number of
runitive conditions for peace, Unable to accept
tirese terms, Moshoeshoe began making overtures to
ghe British to take his country under their protec=—-
L08R .

The Boers now turned to harrassing tectics
hoping to give the Sothe no breathing sp@ce in
which to recoup their logses from the war, At the
same time the ambitious Shepstone decided to help
t.1e Boers by putting military pressure on loshoe«
shoe's eastern flenk, Under these stresses, the
unity of the Sotho kingdom began to crack, First
¥olapo, one of Mosghoeshoe's sons, residing closest
to Netal, the Boers sued for a seperate peace in
Varch, 1866, Soon after the other chiefs followed
suit and finally Moshoeshoe himself on the 5th
Avril, 1866,

Moshoeshoe had decided to seek pesce in order
‘Wto sbw corn” as the Sotho expressed it, Buying
time wags a cogtly exercise at this time. The Boers
demanded the richA farmlands on the banks of the
Caledon river and the annexation of Lolapo's chief-
dom as 'Free State' tributary. Howewver, - the ;
Boers were unable  to occupy their newly acquired
farmlands and thus enabled the Sotho gradually to
re-occupy the land,

In 1867, the Bners determined to put an end
to this and marched theix armiesinto Lesotho once
again, To gecure their rear, the Boers waged a war
of pillage and destruction, killing and burning as
they advanced. TPFighting with skill, the Sotho
armies - 8lowed down the Boer advance until March,
1868, when Wodehouse, the new British commissgioner
et the Cape, decided to respond to Moshoeshoe's
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overtures and declared Legotho a British “Prﬂtecﬁm
orate",

Moshneahae was determined thet his country
would not fall into the handsg of the Boers and
hoped to retain a great deal of control even under-
British protection. He had put & number of riders
and conditions to his request for protection and
though Lesotho lost its independence, some degree
of local initiative remained. Two years after this,
the great statesman died. |

During hisgs lifetime, lMoghoeshoe had forged
from the divided tribes and clang of the Sotho a
unified kingdom which won prestige amorgst all the
peoples of southern Africa., With his system of
allieances, he deviged a strategy to defend African
independence which proved itself at Viervoet, 1in
1851, end at Berea in 1852, and ageir in 1858, Haad
it been more widely applied, there is no knowing
whet other successes i1t might heve won. 3By the

skillful application of diplomacy &and warfare, he
preserved the intergrity of whet he had built. It
ig largely thanks to him that Lesotho is todey an
independent African state.

*Corr: Page 29, Second Para, third line.

vee All onlookers, includirng the British
imperialistg were forced to admit that he acted in
self-defence, Mllltmflly, he had 2lsS0..,

THE STORIMY POLITIGAL LIFE OF A QT—YEER—OLErjé
SOWETO MAN HAS LERPT HIi TIRED BUT UNALTERED IN
HIS IDEALS, NOT ORLY IS LR WILLTAM SEBINA
LETLALO ONE OF THE OLDEST POLITIOAL THINE~
RS IN SOWETO, BUT WHEHN iIE WAS PLACED UEDEL
HOUSE ARREST FOR FIVE YEARS AT HIS DUBE HOME,
HE BEG&HE AN HISTORICAL FIGURE, MR LETLALO

A MEMBER OF THE BAVNED AFRICAN NATIONAL
CG*GtESS (SOUTH AFRICA) SIFCE 1916, ...

"T AM NOW JUST ABOUT TO DIE AND WILL NOT BE
IN A POSITION TO SEE MY PEOPLE LIBERATED,
ATT I CAN SAY IS THAT THE TIME IS DRAWING
NEARER WHEN ALL PEOPLE, IR«ESPECTIVE OF THE

COLOUR OF THEIR SKIN, SHALL LIVE TOGETEER IN
PEACE AND HARHKONY". _ POSE - 12407. 7Y

—'-lh...—...l:-ﬂl-“-.
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WHEN WE STRIKE THEY SHRINK

Ag the struggle for our blrthrlgnta gains

romentum, and our telling blows leave visible sears
on the face of ugly apartheid, panic unfolds itself
in the Boer fascist lasger. For the whole of July
end part of August, 1979, the fascist Prime Minig-
ter Piet Botha, h, been touring the bantustang
fE61ﬂg hig stoogers and puppets and promiging them
£11" the impossibles.

He tells them thet they will heve more land
end thus more power, they will be like him and roem
exround the 'stansg? talking about the necessity of
preventing the 'tervorists! from coming into our
'penceful' South Africa and suburbs to sow havoce
end death. He also warng them that if they sbandon
the path he hegs showan them, thet of hating freedom
end loving baasgkap, he will freeze their cheques.
Fe elso promiges them that some great firms from
ebroad are going to bring stability by erecting
gigantic factories in the bentuhomelands and border
ereas so everybody will be emprloyed and taxation .°
will be higher thus making the economy viable, that
ig domestic economy for the familiesg of the-Ghief
i.-inister. And the poor lost souls listen very
attentively to their lord telling them all the
roggible fibs this earth can produce,

They do not stop to think why Botha all of a

sudden has become such a benevolent friend in need.
pETEdGYLGﬂll Bothe is visiting them to woo them
t0 agree to help him in his war W1th the nation,
Umkhonto we Sizwe. Bothe ig eware that he cennot
win this war, so he wants the puppets to supply him
with fi htlng material, which is black soldiers, to
fight the black nation.

Unfortunately these puppet. thugs are clever
when it comesto masgsgacring their own people, They
- do not hegitate, the affirmative comes out ag =a
bullet. from their mouths: "Ja Beag", they all echo,
"these terrorists are dangerous, they have just

shot Nkosgi dead in his hedrﬂﬂm end they are still
at 1arge“
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On the other side one of them seems to think
we are bloody fools: he gays, "ANC exiles are wel-
come here provided they do not continue with their
politicg™,., -AIC is politics, that is just why it
was formed in 1912, and we do not need. asylum in
the reserves, we belong to South Africa, the whole
of it, not bits and pieces of semi-desert land
called lebour homelsand, . . :

Amongst the myriad of reasong thatv have caused
Botha all this pain to tour the barren lands is To
co0l the hot air that was blown by his minister of
co-operetives, Koornhof, abroad and in the home-
londs. Koornhof went around the homelands forming
committees without Botha's knowledge and he pro-
miged the puppets thet these committees were
pathfinders for real freedom, not the one prescri-
bed by Verwooerd the architect of balkanigation of
our land., Many were taken ir and thought that here
a8 some Messieh come from Fazareth to save the
children of South Africe from bondsge. Abroed,
Yoornhof declared for the world to know thet apart-
heid waes unworkable and was doomed to failure,
hecause it was not acceptable to &ll the people of
south Africs.

iiow some of the chosen members that had pre-

viously agreed to serve in Iir Koornhof's commititees
are resignirg. They are now afraid that the people
might turn their wrath againet them because right
from the beginning the people toléd both the Boers
end their puppets in the then reserves thet they do
not went bantustans, they want their whole land ag -
it is - it belongs to them. DBut these stooges felt
that holf & loaf is better than no bread. And we
really do not want half loaves when we know the
whole loaf ig ours. Thet is where the clock 1is at
this time. The Boers and half loaf stooges on one
gside and the nation with its ermy - Umkhonto we
Sizwe on the other: the lines are drawn.

" Bothe sees that he seems to be carrying the
burden alone, the puppets are wnot forthcoming with
- soldiers and behind him his soldiers are deserting
the barracks and the front.  Those who have run
awey from conscription and are now living abroad .
have formed themselves into an.anti-war organisa-

- 33 -



“ion encouraging otherg to regist cell ups, enrol-
r.ent and being sent to the front. They must desgert
end join the resisters-from the Boer ermy. So
2otha hag to find substitutes since he is the
Iinister of Defence and he started the wer not only
ingide South Africe, he is gpreading it to neigh-
Louring countries, Botswana, Namitia, Zimbabwe,
zambia and Angole, |

Black puppet soldiers would be ideal for the
var which this fescist intends intensifying, espe-~
cially gicvce his own soldiersg are deserting him
end gome are murdering each other in his military

camps. Under the gag law newspapers are not sup-
rosed to report the events teling plece in the Boer
laager but some daring journalists come out with
reports of the secred secret end they &ll indicate
that all is not well behind the apzrtheid wall,
"he notorious hengmen, Jimmy Xruger, had to be
removed from that great seat where he dispensed
vith murder, hanging freedom fighters at rendom
end murderlxg others in police cells only to tell
the world end our people that the detainees have
committed suicide.,

It is unfortuanate for the puppets in Botha's
rayroll that when the names of all wrong and evil-
coers are called for retribution, theirs will be
emongst the Boers' names and they shall. be swept
into the river of oblivion together with them and
chneir sheam armies. To the poor souls, we say
pleasge look & l1little ahesd of your nose, and io
Botha we sey, you will net turn the entire ngtion
into Leonerd Ikosis or Mthembus -~ even your-“puppets
do not trust you - they simply fear you and your
purse deceives them but they are yours, have them,
yvou will help each other on burial dey which is
nigh, We Wlll certainly co-operate with you in
ﬂestrnylrg your rotten system, apsrtheid once and
ior all with guns in our hends, at thet time the
length and breadth of our country shall be a battle
fleld and the whole unarmed nation will be armed
with guns and ¢ourege, Be sure we are winning now,
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THY NON-ALIGNED MOVEFENT

B LR l-d-l-'-l—u-u.-.-. LR LT S L el R R R E L LU TR RLIE B Y, e e —

- Connie Dlinges
The progrescive internationsl community is
awegitirg the mornth of September thlE year with
special expecteticns. During-this month the count-
ries of the Lon-Aligned fuvement Wlll be holding
their  6th Jummit Onference in the Cuban capital
of Havansa.

A meeting Df such magnitude and memrta¢ce
will be the firset of its kind teking place in
Tetin Americe, It ig ¢of special ‘importance becsause
its venue will be the Island of Freedom, socialist
Guba. 1t is of significance bec8@use of the topics
that are going to be discugced there, all reflect-
ing the major trend in the internatioral politicsl
arenzg, Jt 1s importent because go many changes
heve taken plece Lﬂtﬁfﬂmtlﬂrﬂlly gince the sumnit
meeting which weg held in Colomwbo., #®ri Lenke five
yeers ago. L1t geems this movement is destired to
grow ag more countries strike the progresegive lise
of development, Becausge of this fact, end becsauge
of the fact that many Africen states, including
Liberation Liovements, belong %o this movement, &
chort survey becomeg necesgsary. It is all the nore
necesgsary hecausgse of the movement's positive atti-~
tude towards the total liberation of the Africen
continent from colonialism, racism end apartheid.

The MMovement of Non-Aligned GDHFtIlEE formed
in September, 1961, with just 25 member countries
a2t the time, haa'evmlved'intn one of the vigorous
end dynamic political forces in the internationsal
comnunity. Over 90 developing countriesg, including
iational Liberation liovements in Africe, Azia,

Latin America and Europe belong currently to this
lMovement as full members or as observere. Thig
number is likely to increase after the Havena meet-

ing, ag some countrie:sr have already expresced their

readinessg to-join the Iliovement of Fon-Aligned
countries. An example 1g the declarationof the new
gnvernment of Wicarsgua, which expressed the count-
ry's desire to attend the lHavana meeting and forma-
11y oin the Movement.

%he fion-Aligned Iovement is approaching the

18th enniversary of its foundation. I:s consgstent
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evolution congtitutes the most outstending chsrac-
terigtic of the movement., The existence of common
interesty, the adoption of common strategies of
ection have helped to preserve and strengthen the
urity in the movement, degpite the diverse politi-
cal systems, the dlfferent ideologies pursued and
dlfferent levela of economic development of member
cocuntrier.

The Nﬂvwﬂllgned Movement is composed of over
two thirds of the members of the United Fationsg.
Thig fact alone mekes this movement & strong force
~ir. the United Nations. The intense activities  of
“tihig movement in the community of natiors have
converted it into a determining factor for the go-
lution of many complex problemg of international
rzlations, The change of the balance of forces in
fzvour of the progressive forces finds itself well
roflected in the manifal@ activities oi the under-
dﬁvelnped countrieg in gearch for a common language

their struggle to eradicate the backwardness
1A£nsed by the long period of coloniel domination,
in search of self determination,

The Afro-Asien Conference of Bandung, which
wag held in 1955, was an important milestone to
the 1ater intergration of the ilon-Aligned lovenent.
One year later,; in 1956, +the Heads of State of
Egypt, Yugoslavia and Tndia - Gamel Abdul Negger,
Juasip Brﬂz Tito eand Jarwahl Nehru -~ regpectively
met on the Isgland of Brioni, in Yugoslavia tfo
examine the perspectives of what was later to be
become the Fon-Aligned Movement.

In September, 1961, the first summit meeting
of the movement was held in Belgrade, in Yugosglavis,
This initiel conference wasg attended by 25 count-
ries, Cuba was the only Latin Americen country
present, and this was two years after her revolu-
tionary triumph.

. The Non-Aligned States are Wﬂfklﬂg together on
the bagis of set principles. These principles are:
that these countries pursue en independent policy.
They respect the principle of peaceful co~existence
between states with different social gystems. They
support the National Liberation Hovements., They
.do not grant mﬂlltary bases to foreign powers in
their territories -



These baglc aims which serve ag a premise for
the emergence, intergration and leter development
of the Yon-Aligned Iovement eighteen years ago,
heve been reaffirmed in all the summit conferences
cince the Belgrade meeting of 196l.  Thesge were
underlined in Cairo, ir 1964, in Lusgeks in 1970,
in Algiers, in 1973 end in Colombo, in 197¢. There.
principles will undoubtedly be re-emphasicsed in the
coming summit conference to be held in Havana,
this coming oSeptember.

The progressive content of the lion-Aligned
Movement does not pleasge the imperialists, who
would heve liked to miguse this powerful movement
to sgerve their asims. The anti-imperielist platform
onn which these countries operate, meke it pogsible
for them to be a strong political force to reckon
with in todey's internationsl politicel arena. The
numericel and political gtrength of the countries
belonging %o the lon-Aligned Movement, their
commitment to the struggle against colonialism,
racism and apartheid mske them one of the naturel
allies of the people of Southern Africa, struggling
against the racist regimes, for the seizure of
politicel power, for black majority rule and social
PITOETress., |

The importence this movement attaches to gques-
tions releted to the support for Liberation ilove-
ments in Southerrn Africe hes been clesrly demongire-
ted by the fact that SWAPO, of WNamibia, z2nd the
Petrioti¢ Tront of Zimbabwe, have been grarted the
status of permenent memberes of the Non-Aligned
Movement®

The liberation movement of South Africa, led by
the African ¥ational Congress, will certainly
benefit from the deliberations, decisions and
resolutions of this important international forum.
The ANC of South Africa, as participant in this
summit conference will find yet another platform to
strengthen the support for our liberation struggle
and to mobilise world public opinion to isolate
completely the racist apartheid regime which &+ill
continues to exploit and oppress the Black people
of South Africe.
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BOOK REVTIEW

et

oW LONG WILL SOUTH AFRICA SURVIVE - R, W, .JOHESOH.

I T W I Tl S v ol e el i Wy

PakbllEhEd by: Ma. Gmlllan-.

Thig book has a very attractive title, nearti-
cularly for us South Africans ectively involved in
& protrucwved struggle to overthrow the Preforia

ragime. Hore then that, this title gives ore an
ii:pression that the authﬂr ig either a prophet or
& profound politicel snalyst. We are dealing herxe
with a confused and ebove all 8 highly convemptuois
buourgeols ecconomist.

The book attempts to examine, among other -
tuings, the ceuses of the SOWETO uprising in 1976,
Acsording to Johnson, the SOWSETO revolt was causced
by the United States of America menipulating the
g>ld price, causing balance of payment problemg,
uaemployment of blaecks and therefore a fall in
living standards. Had there been no fall in the
paice of gold, Johnson argues, the ‘'rroblems' in
SCWETO could not have arisen.

Johnson is so obsessed about his belief that
t:ie United States is bufy altering the priceﬂuf
gold in the international market so ag to bring
pressure on South Africa to change its Ygocial,

nlitical and economic struﬂturei that he sees,
uitimately, ag the key to the future suiwivel or
collapse of the racisgsts, this economic factor., Ho

argues that the collapse of Portuguese colopialism
in Africa was not brought about by an intengified '
and protracted armed sgstruggle by the Angolan and
Mozembican people, but, EGCDIle to him, when
Portugel was faced W1th the chnlce of continuing
in Africa or joining the European Economic Communi-
ty¥, =2ince Britain which wag providing her with
mirkets was algo joining, "“it became natursl and
logical for Portugal to decolonise"™ in preference
fur the European Economic Community.

The last rubbish from this book is Johnson's

zeeing SOWETO as an expresgion of another blunder
in the struggle by the black workers. In his view,
it ig futile for the oppresgsed people of South
Africa to fight against the racial capitelist system
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becaune "the ruthless Stete police will deal with

them effectively®. How effective were the ruthless
State police 8t :lustenburg and lioroke? Ilow effect-
ive were the ﬁotugueme in Angolea, Elozambique and
Guinee Bissau?

The author is extremely wrong to assume tvhat
the United Stetes, with huge economic investmentg
in South Africe, would.like to pressurise South
Africa to alter the sociel gitructure. It is
conmon knnwledge that the Tnited States derives
embarascingly super proflnc from the Lpartheid

‘Iucture. Again he gearches for the csasusegs of the
SOWETO upricing from a completely wrong and irrele-
vent source, namely, vhe US menipulation of the gold
price. While it would be unfaeir to look at SOﬁETO
ag an isolated event or vo deny thnet oSOWETQO had its
roots primerily in the crisisg which hsd been buaild-
ing up &t every level of Internetiorel Imrerialism
ag well 2¢ in the Apartheid structure itself; but
Johnson heg to epprecicte SOWETC 2s & qualrtative
expression of our people’s struggle for liberstion.
Cnly ther cen he understend why, after all, it is
wrong to speak of SOWETO in the past tense &g
thaugh it is something over &nd done with, like all
commercicl troncactions between the United States
and South Africa in the Internetiorel Stock Lxche-
nge, it is very importent for whoever analysec
SOWEDTO to see the dieslectical link between the

excecution of Solomon Liehlangu on April, 1979, and
the mecs killings on the rtreetu on June 16, 1976.

SOWETO continues] Johnson or no Johnsoxni The
real power for change in South Africa does not lie
either in the United States or in the Intexnational
Markets but it lies with the people eg led by the
Africen Tational Congress &and ivs mighty hand
Unkhonto we Sizwel

- Xhumelo Migwe
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You git, on star - sprangled night,
The silvery moonlight made narsh

By umblinking, hostile flﬂﬂﬂ—llgﬂuE,
Talking to neighbours, spareﬂ |

tight closes in, quickly, ruthlessly.

You move indoors, where silence reigns
Cospicuous by its very noise - chilling.
Toneliness the monster has claimed its prey.

Two years gince, with all your children
around -the fire. Glorious evenings spent
laughing, gnstllrg,talhlng even fighting;
The now silent huuse pregnent with life.

How many sﬂﬂs, daughtergsdo you have, mother?
T™wo, three or even five? All gone?

Yes, you are lonely but wonderfully dominant,
1s comsumlrg burning, choking pulsating Prlue.

Yeg Pride, For in the heart of Africa

Your sons working in the sun, muscles rlppl'ng
. laughing, joetling,talling, always 51nﬂ1ng
Determined brave cadres of UmLhﬂLtu we ﬂlEWE.

You are solaced, for thnugh never agein held in erms
they live- so fully; thet there is no hlgher dEgree,
You know they-live and if need be

Will die so that mankind will be free,

GETTY ,..JUL.PL.‘H‘J:L

m-ﬁﬂ-ﬂrﬂ-ﬂ_“—'
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