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Ediiorisl fi_lnmllasai

THE SPEAR LIVES

On December 16 this year, our people's army, Umkhonto we
Sizwe, will be celebrating its 20th Amniversary as the stri-
king arm of our struggling masses. This is indeed a proud
moment for all of us. A moment when we glance in retrospect
over a brief yet so glorious a record of struggle. It h a s
been a hectic histery with numerous obstacles which pesed as
it were, great challenges which could only be surmounted
through sacrifice, courage and undying determination to term-
inate our national erdeal - centuries of domination and eoppre-
ssion by an incodorrigible minority of white supremacists,

For twenty years, the armed militants of Umkhonto, wading
through a rude sea of struggle, held aloof the banner of pop-
ular freedom refusing to submit. In this manner adding lefty
landmarks and winning the confidence of the eppressed. The
courageous trail of our army leads from the momentous Sabe-
tage Campaign of 1961/62, the world-shaking "Rivonia Trial
of- 1964, the pace-setiing "Wankie-Sipolile Campaigns" - events
which in themselves accelerated the pace of our liberatery
~ struggle tremendously. This heroic record has helped to estab-
lish a firm foundation upon which’ rests the mounting effensive
of today,

Aswe celebrate this historic Anniversary we

pledge to use it as a stepping stone for the escalation of our
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revolutionary war, We pledge ourselves to sharpen our peoples
spear, the MK, threugh the intensification of programmes ef
rigorous political and military training that will help ele-
vate our fighting efficiency to majestic heights. By se doing
we hope not only to hasten the process to bring closer t h e
realisation of the lofty aspirations of our people enshrined
in the Freedom Charter, but also to meet the expectation of
our leadership.and people, to enable them to say with full
gatisfaction, "Here at last is an army of our dreams."

Ours is an army fortified and bestowed with great tradi-
tions which are in fact the collective heritage of all our
people. For that matter we cannot afford to let our spear
~ reste The spear:. lives and must live as the custodian eof the
heroic tradition of fighting established through more than
250 years of armed resistance to colonial conquest; as the
continuator of the spirit of Mangaung that inspired the birth
of our African National Congress in 1912,

Our quest for the seizure of power and for national free-
dom is no easy matter. We acknowledge its difficult nature
and therefore both our strategic approach and perspectives are
based on the recognitien of the storms we have to grow through.
In this connection, sober assessment and ravnlutlnnary pers-
pecacity that is founded on firm conviction in the inevitabi-
lity of popular victory, becemes onhe of the indiapanaabla
parts of our arsenal.

. The recent histery ef our fight, particularly the Post-
Soweto period, has seen a speedy progresiion towards a more
formidable offensive - thanks to the daring fighting record

. established by Umkhonto during this period. MK is actually .
beginning to fulfill its role of giving a cutting edge teo the
people's thrust forward. This is the fruit of the gallantry
and example of daring and sacrifice set by militants of the
calibre of Vuyisile Mini, Joseph Mdluli, Solomon Mahlangu, the
Silverton Trio (Wilfred Madela. Fanie Mafoko and Thami Makh-
ubo) and many others.

On the ocassion of this historic Anniversary we reite-
rate our call to the youth, workers, rural masses, the intel-
ligentsia, the religious people and every conscious a nd
patriotically-motivated individual or collective to lift higher
the banner of struggle on all fronts. We invite them to rally
behind their true representative and vanguard, the African
National Congress and our armed wing Umkhonto we Sizwe, Fur-
thermore we invite all able-bedied men and women from all

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 31



STATEMENT BY COMRADE PRESIDENT O.R. TAMBO
ON THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF O U R

PEOPLE'S ARMY, UMKHONTO WE SIZWE - 16TH
DECEMBER, 1981,

Fellow countrymen and comrades,
militants of the people's army, Umkhonto we Sizwe,
the Spear of the Nation (Lerumo 1la Sechaba):

December 16th 1981 marks the 20th Anmniversary of our
glorious people's army, Umkhonto we Sizwe, the spear of the
oppressed black people of our land. This year on Heroes Day,
we look back with pride over twenty years of arduous struggle
and forward with resolve and determination to the battles
ahead., We look back firstly to December 16th 1961 when Umkho-
nto was born; born out of the mighty mass movement led by the

ANC which had united people in every corner of our land against
white minority rule; born out of decades of peaceful struggle

for freedom and justice which had brought nothins but increa-—
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sed violence and appraaainﬁ; born finally out of the peeple's
realisation that the violence of the white racists will have
to be met with the revolutionary violence of the masses.

UMKHONTO MANIFESTO |
On this the 20th Anniversary of Umkhonto, we recall the
words of the Umk hon t e Manifesto, which has since been

written in bloed by our fighting cadres across the pages of
our history:

"The time comes in the life of any natien when
there remains only two choices: submit or
fight, That time hdas now come to South Afri-

+ Cae We shall not submit, and we have no
choice but to hit back by all means within

our power in defence of our people, our
future and our freedem," - .

As we 1look back over these past twenty years, our glorieus
herees and martyrs stand out before us, men and women who
made ‘the supreme sacrifice for the people's cause; fighters
who stood rock-gelid in the face of faseist brutality, refus-
ing to submit - soldiers who feught from the front-line, fear-
less and firm in their conviction of the certainty of victory.
From the days-of the first Sabetage Campaigns we identify Mole®
Mini, Mkaba and ethers. From the glorious battles of the
late sixties when eur comrades fell gallantly on the fields
of Zimbabwe, en route to South Africa, we recognise Patrick.
Molao, Basil February, Peter Mhlongo and others.” No less
prominent are such heroes as Joe Ggabi, Bram Fischer, Lilian
Ngoyi, Joseph Mdluli, Babla Saloojee, Gordon Dikebu, the
Matola Twelve and countless othsrs., In tribute to all ef them
too many to mention here, we lower our flag of Black, Greer
and Gold, Their names have become part of our glorious hist-
ory ani their record a lasting inspiration to our revolution-
ary struggle. o

ENEMY COLLABORATORS :

-

In commemorating the 20th Anniversary of the formation
of Umkhente we Sizwe, we need to acknowledge that
our march foiward has been long and difficult. We have suf-
fered many set-backs, perhaps by far the most severe being-
the capture of the Rivonia leadership by the enemy, Scores.
of militants are in enemy prisons. Many of our own people,
betraying their own future, have turned traitors and they
move in our midst. They are paid by the enemy to help keep
us in chzins. , These agents are prowling among the people and
4 i |



wvithin eur erganisatiens day and night. Thanks te them hund-
reds of eur people have been killed, massaored, tertured and
imprisoned. Seme enemy cellaberators have assigned themselves
the treacherous task of epposing any ferm of active mass strug-
gle which could lead to the defeat of the enemy and &t h e
liberation of eur ceuntry. The road to our freedom is indeed
no easy walk,

But all aleng this arduous road to a liberated, a people's
South Africa, there have been thousands who have refused to
set aside the punishing lead. In the hangman's dungeen, ata-
ring into the face of death, Solomon Mahlangu said: "My bloed
will nourish the tree which will bear the fruits of freedom."
And enly recently the natienal leadership on Robben Igland
with more than eighteen years of gruelling imprisenment
behind them have declared: "OUR MORALE HAS NEVER BEEN HIGHER,"
Likewise, the morale of our fighting masses and of our Peeple's
Army has seldom been higher. The black werkers ef our country
have risen as seldom before. The opposition to increased rent-
als, mags depertations and SAIC-type institutions is scaling
new heights. The women and the churches are moving to the
front ranks of the struggle. In the Year of the Youth, the
young generation is fighting in the front-line of popular
battles. The people in the Bantustans are becoming restive.
Teachers, .lecturers, students, progressive journalists and
cultural workers are taking their place among the masgses
and solidarity actions are -becoming a growing feature of our
mass strugglese. :

MASS OFFERESIVE

Of supreme importance in this developing mass offensive
is the emergence of Umkhonto we Sizwe as an ever present cem-
ponent of the peeple's atruggles. Born of the pecople, it is
demonstrably ‘of the people, Its strength, like its weakness,
is the strength and weakness of the people. Its histery and
record -is a proud example of unity in action. In the sixties
Umkhonto fought with the people of Zimbabwe. Within Seuth
Africa its cadres eften appeared in enemy courts, undaunted
and inspiring the people with their courage and confidence as
they stood accused of seeking the natienal and social libera-
tion of the peeple of Seuth Africa.

The past four years have witnessed an escalation or beth
popular and armed actions in close combination, We recall the
heroism of our cadres in guerrilla attacks which have been
associated now with such names as Moroka, Silverton, Beoy-
sens, Durban, East Lenden, Port Elizabeth, the Orange Free



The two R1 7-million transformers burned out in the attack on the Lamontwilie
electricity sub-station near Durban’

State, Sibasa, SASOL, Pretoria, Mabopane, Ermelo; several
places in the rest of the Transvaal, the Cape, Natal, the

Beef and even Voortrekkerhoogte. We can now truly say the
fighting masses, employing their weapon, Umkhonto we Sizwe,
are strikingat the very he a r t of the fascist monster.
Umkhonto we Sizwe is new inextractably planted in our soil and
daily displays an expanding presence.

This is a measure of the enemy's failure to halt the
march of the people to victory. In desperation the enemy will
go forth to kill, massacre and destroy within South Africa and
across international bordersinto independent and severeign
states, The enemy has done this, the enemy is doing it and
will continue to do so with increased fascist brutality in the
years ahead, But such is the people's road to the destruction
of anti-human and archaic systemsof the Botha-Malan type. For
the South African fascists the enemy consgist not merely of the
ANC and its allies, nor merely of the oppressed, exploited and
patriotic masses in our country. The South African regime
is fighting the countries and peoples of Southern Africa, the
countries and peoples of the rest of Africa, It is
fighting the rest of the progressive world. With the Reagan
Administration as their immediate ally, the racists are hoping

to reverse the whole course of human history. That is a poi-
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nter to the bitterness and ferocity of the unfelding phase
of the African struggle with Seuth Africa as thes central
theatre,

GLORIOUS CHALLENGE

This nationally hated and internatienal notorious racist
and fascist oppresser and expleoiter must be destroyed. Feor
the Spear of the Nation, the ANC and its allies and for the .
pepular masges of our country the challenge is a glorious one,

The time comes in the life of a people when there remaing only

two choices: te live and die in perpetual serfdom or to fight
and 4f needs be, to dia for freedom, t time has new ceme
to South Africa.

On this national day of cnmamnratinn and rededicatien,
the ANC calls on all patriets of our land, regardless of race,
creed or social stratum to close ranks in a mass struggle for
a non-raclal and depocratic South Africa, Now! We enjoin the
peeple's army, Umkhonte we Sizwe, te spread itself acress the
entire face of eur ceuntry, delivering increasingly mighty
blows for liberation. We invite all the militants, activists

and people's leaders in our country to respond with enthusiasm

- to the call for unity in aetion against the common enemy., We

- must  all support and defend SWAPO and the people of Namibia.,
. The genuine independence of Namibia is en the agenda fer now!
" We must stand in solidarity with the Angolan people, Fascist

troops in Seuthern Angola must leave that

" country and leave Namibia. - We must stand in solidarity with
. the countries and peoples of Southern Africa who are under

censtant and mounting subversion by the South African faaciatl.

- FORWARD TO THE TOTH ANNIVERSARY OF
 THE ANC AND THE YEAR OF UNITY IN ACTION!

;',me m 1 nanl : . R



The Spear of the
Nation at Twenty

- LOVEJOY EARAS

"OMKHONTG W I L L BE AT THE FRONT-LINE OF THE
PEOPLE'S DEFENCE. IT WILL BE THE FIGHTING ARM
OF THE PEOPLE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT AND I T S
POLICIES OF BACE OPPRESSION, IT WILL BEE THE
STRIKING FORCE OF THE PEOPLE FOR LIBERTY, FOR
RIGHTS AND FOR THEIR FINAL LIBERATIONJ"

The abeve quotatien frem the MK Manifeste - a flyer
released during the first daring actions of Umknonto in 1961 -
expresses in unambiguous language the optimistic vision che-
rished by the founding fathers, leaders and combatants of our
army, The firmness of this statement .is also a refleetion
of unflinching patriotism and devotion to the popular cause
for liberation. These lucid but militant words that earry
with them an irresistably motivating power, express the ideas
upon which is founded the strong qualities of the true pat-
riots serving in Umkhonto we Sizwe: their courage, determi-
nation, heroism and valour are in the interest of the oppres-
sed masses of our country and for the sake of a revolution
that will remedy all the political ills of today's South
Afrioca.

On December 16 this year as we celebrate the 20th Anni-
versary of our army, and therefore 20 years of armed struggle
we'll naturally have to evaluate our position-and role in terms
of the vision expressed above. Not only thisg, but also to
review our brief history and our records of struggle with the
view of perfeeting our tactics of struggle, intreduecing adap-
tations and variations if the obtaining situation so demands.
We sincerely ask ourselves, "What have we got to show to our
people, allies and friends?"

A NEW STAGE

The unceremonious banning of the ANC in 1960.by the
racists which automatically implied the stopping of the pease-
able channels of struggle, albeit not a blessing, was to mark
a historical ascendancy into a new stage in the liberatery

efforts of our people. The point reached in 1960 was t h e
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inevitable length towards which the entire so-called 'Native
Policy' of the white minority regime had been pulling. And
to accelerate the process the fascistic authorities had mounted
up repression through legislation and physical harassment
employing the army and police particularly during the decade
of the 508, This demonic measures, instead of becoming the
hoped for panacea in the face of mass militant actions chara-
cteristio of the 'roaring fifties', provoked a new fighting '
‘spirit within the masses of our people. During the second
half of the fifties the people were already questioning the
advantage of white-flag politics and the wish to work for win-
ning white opinion. - Like Chief A.J. Luthuli, they said we've
been "knocking in vain... on a closed and barred door". So
the pressing 7issue of the day was to become the resort to
other forms viable enough to produce worthy results. Sponta-
neous outbreaks of violent struggles punctuated the whole
period of the marathon "Treason Trial" (1956-60) = the trial
itself was not only an intransigent slap on the faces of non-
violent strugglers but perhaps one of Pretoria's most arro-
gant political shows. In the light of mounting state coercion
vis-a=~vis obvious disillusionment and a threatening recourse
to spontaneous violent upsurges, the responsible leaders of
our liberation movement had to grapple with the urgent ques-
tion '"What is to be done?" . |

- During the "Rivonia Trial"”, Comrade Nelson Mandela, out-
lining the immediate reasons behind the launching of Umkhonto
- we Sizwe in 1961 pointed out: i

"I, and the others who started the organisa~-

. tion, did so for two reasons. Firstly, we
believed that as 'a result of Government
poliey, violénce by the African people had

- become inevitable, and that unless respon-

. gible leadership was given to canalize and
control the feelings of our people, there
would be outbreaks of terrorism which would
produce an intensity of bitterness and hos-
tility between the various races of this
country which is not even produced by war.
Secondly, we felt that without violence there
would be no way open to the African people to
succeed in their struggle against the princi-

- ple of 'White Supremacy'. All lawful modes
. of expressing opposition to this legislation
" had been closed by legislation..."



Thig statement attests to the sobriety, seriousness and social
.conscience of the leaders who took the historiec turn of 1961.
There was no other viable option begides the path of revoliu-
tionary viclence - our leaders and movement are always at pains
to put across the fact that the option of armed struggle was
imposed on us as a result of a historically evonlving policy of
exploitation, oppression and repression thiough race discri-
mination and apartheid, d

Viewed in the light of the-svolution of the Strategy and
Tactics of the ANC since its inception - a strategy within
which moderation and some strong element of trust in the human
conscience are easily discernible = the announcement of its
birth through a series of bomb explosions in the major cities
of South Africa, s ignalled a transition into a new
revolutionary atage to be spearheaded by Umkhonto we Sizwe =
The Spear of the Nation. Of course there were voices from
even some of the patriotic ranks that sought to challenge the
correctness of the decision to take to arms, These voices
have since been either convinced or silenced by the historieal
realities of apartheid rule whereas the existence of Umkhonto
has been a source of great strength and morale within- t h e
fighting ranks of our people. Throughout the past two decades
in its relentless history, MK has always striven to be in
"the front-line of the people's defence",

When, in future the full hietory of Umkhonto is properly
documented they, will have to reserve a chapter on individual
and collective acknowledgement, by the pedple, of our MK as
our people's gpear in deed,

RICH STOREHOUSE OF EXPERIENCE

The path of struggle is not smooth. It is full of many
~an obstacle and bogs. It weers out the weak and vaeillating

and only the tenacious and steadfast succeed in gurging forth
uncompromisinugly to the end. Such has been the case also with
the rich history of our young People's Army.

The epic of MK's fighting record carries us through im-
portant landmarks;

* The Sabotage Campaign of 1961-62 which signalled the birth
of the liberation alliance's armed wing, This militant cam-
paign of sabotaging important govermmental installations which
were gymbols of the regime's reactionary policies of its main-
tainance was not conceived as a principal tactic, but ags an
important means of bridging the gap between the period of non-
violence and the new option. 'In this connection it was to be

ﬁ? important bridgehead to the future more demanding stage of



guerrilla warfare,

* We have also seen bad days: The consequences of the "Rivonia
Trial" were to deal the clandestine structures of our movement
a staggering blow, But as is the tradition with all committed
revolutionaries, the racist dock was turned into a rostrum
from where perhaps the most inspiring, motivating speeches of
South Africa’'s political history were made.,
‘Apartheid was attacked and exposed whilst the whole world
listened, This was yet another front where though we .suffer-
ed casualties = the oream of our leaders wa s incarcerated
for life - we rightfully claim victory.,
* The Wankie/Sipolile Days: The heroic .Luthuli Detachment
was injected into Zimbabwe during August of 1967 together
with militants of ZAPU, The African National Congress combat-
ants were destined for South Africa where they were to estab-
lish themselves and begin the necessary preparations f o r
guerrilla warfare as envisaged in the draft document "Opera-
tion Mayibuye" (the document was amongst the valuable archives
captured by the enemy at Rivonia)., They were intercepted by
Smith's forces and bitter battles ensued. Our comrades
fought heroically, putting the enemy.to flight and . routing
him on several ocoasions., -The Zimbabwe battles were on the
- other hand an obstacle to the main mission. Though the main
ubjactiva of our combatants was thus foiled,' the Wankie/Sipo-
lilo Campaign. is a golden page in our history. This was MK's
baptism of fire and it set our combat record, thus inspiring

a new fighting mood ingide our-country by Ehattering the myth
; 0 the invineibility of the oppressor.

% The recent history-of MK has-been well publicised and is

. reported upon daily even by the reactionary press.. It is one
s record full of examples of devotion and daring feats. For the
 purpose of brevity I shall not dwell .on this period since it
-, will continge to be covered in many ways as it must. But

- perhaps at this stage.it becomes important to discuss some

" aspecots relevant to the nature of our army, to make an attempt
- at showing what it has become in thesge twenty-yeara.

j‘“ﬂﬂD ARE MK COMBATANTS?

~.The formation of Uhkhuntu'wa Sizwe in 1961 brought inte
- the van of the popular struggle yuung*militantu from the dif-
. ferent sections of our pepulation. They were from the imtel-
~ ligentsia,- the iinurilinntud middle strata and small traders.
‘. They came from the land-starved rural masses and the super-
.uxplnited.urbnn.wnrking-claaa - the latter censtituting the

f najnrity of ‘our peeple's soldiers, .Indeed the cere of our
army'wns.frnm ita inceptien a representative nf a crosgs- 11
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section of our pepulatien. If an impre-

~ ssion is hereby created that the stre-
-~ - ngth of MK was numerically o v e r-
@ whelming from its formative days,
then I hasten te put the recerd strai-
ght: 1961 marked the beginning

off the making gum——

of a People's B ]

¥ i"“" 9

Army, and,
those who first
swelled its ranks
could only be the
core of an army
influx which would
later grow
into a superior striking weapon of
the masses worthy of its
=S — name, We are today
twitnessing a qualitative
growth of our army
which in itself is a
confirmation of the
revolutionary farsight-

edness "and perspicacity of the then "MK High Command",
A UNITED ARMY

An unfortunate impression is always created that Umkhonto
we Sizwe consists only of the generation of the June 16 Epi-
sodes, Much as this is not necessarily deliberate, it is
yet a serious and dangerously misleading approach, We ack-
nowledge with immense pride the rejuvinating role these mili-
tants played in opting for swelling the ranks of our army
(the author himself belengs to this generation)., But there
is a hidden danger in overstressing this fact.for in the ulti-
mate the tendency is to ebscure the historic contribution of
the first combatants, without whom the present heights eof our
revolutionary war could have never been conquered,

aAbove all, the generation of the "Luthuli Detachment" is
not important unly in the historical sense for they are still
very active within our ranks -« both as commanders and commis-
sars at varying levels of our military structure and as rank
and file combatants. They are the epitome of the resilience
and tenacity of our war. They carry with them the steeling

experience of the Sabotage Campaign of 1961/62 and the hero-
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ic Wankie/Sipelile Campaigns of 1967/68. In many ways than

one, it is their courage and unflinching devotion to the cause
that serve as an important inspiration to us who are fighting
with them today. Tegether we are a dialectical whole, a fast

growing army that is fully united from top to bottom. In the
words of Comrade President O.R. Tambos

" .o Umkhonto we Sizwe, the army of the people

’ ~of South Africa, is itself united throughout

' its heroic ranks within its detachments and
between its cadres, its commanding personnel
and its political leadership. Thanks to this
unity, it has decisively and successfully
repulsed enemy attempts to destroy it from
within through the inflltratiﬁn of spies and
provocateurs." .

OUR IWHIEEICJJ& AND
MORALE SUPERIORITY '
The South African revolution is puised to dislodge and
destroy the most entrenched colonialist enemy who has at his
- command an advanced economy, anphlsticated repressive mach-
_ine, powerful army and pnllca that cannot be taken for granted.
An evaluation of this evident material strength of the enemy
has led some myopic people to shout;. "but how do they hope to
‘defeat such a powerful enemy?".They even go further to dismiss
, armed struggle as suicidal and senseless, * This.type of app-
-, roach definitely betrays wilful ignorance and a failure to .
'understand the, na.ture of the war and the calihre of thelmpla s
v goldiers. .
i' A1l of us here. in. the ranks of, Umkhnntn we Sizwe are a
¥ penple who at some stage or another have laboured under ton-
B nage of apartheid's humiliating legislation. Together with
“ our people we have waded - in the squalor of ghettoes where we
_have ' been daily victims of pelice harassment, °disease, hun-
ger and denudation.  Some have been in the countryside where
1 the Afrikaner farmers are the alpha and the.omega whilst the
- land=starved ' masses toil for a pittance at the crack of a
sjamhuk. These realities through 'which we have. lived have
inatilluﬂ.in'ua-an ixmaﬂcahlu hatrad far-tha. bnar—fasciat
uppruasar.. 1
| We are. canvlnced that the enemy is nnt a munnlith that
N cannot ‘be moved, . The basis of this unshakable conviction is
 knowledge of the fact that ours is a just war for popular
'~ liberation that draws its strength from support by the broad .

. magses, . It is invincible because it is waged by the people .
1 Vot ."'-a_'.-‘_ "\ : : iy ' . : 4 ’ .' 1



themselves employing aa they do every means at their disposal
including strikes, demonstrations, boycotts and arms, In this
connection we understand and play our role effectively as a
spearhead of this People's War, The enemy
knows and fears our pelitical strength that is solidified by
‘the overwhelming popular support we enjoy @&t home, amongst
our people, and abroad amongst the peaceful and progressive
commmities of the world. OQur trumps are the liberating ideas
of our revolution and a commitment to a democratic order.

The .justness of our cause is therefore the great inex-
haustable pool of our political and moral strength. It is
this knowledge that more than ever convinces us of the impe-
rative of struggle and the inevitability of victory. This is
the basis of all the tenacity, daring and selflessness of true
MK combatants. Our record speaks for itself: the courage of
Solomon Mahlangu, the resilience of Gordon Dikebu (Linda

- Jobane) = the lion of Chiawelo, the valour of the Silverton
Trio, the spirit of no~surrender of Basil February, etc,
MASTERY OF THE
ART OF PEOPLE'S WAR

An MK soldier is a volunteer and he goes through his
training with no inhibitions = he is free in body and spirit,
He therefore goes through his military preparation with high
morale, looking forward to his turn to taste the blood of the
enemy, the tormentor of our people. But acquisition of the
military skill alone is not the primary thing in our army. We
recognise the fact that "our military line grows out of our
political 1line," Therefore, we are political soldiers in
military uniforms, The domination of the political aspect in
our army guarantees our consistent revolutionary approach,
enables us to be better able to know our enemy - his strength
and weaknesses in order to be appropriately equipped for
bringing about his downfall, and above all, imbues us with
high moral qualities and sense of duty. :

Tnis does not in any way .-suggest that we are not compet-
ent militarily. The enemy himself has admitted that the MK
combatants are "highly trained" and described some of our
operations as "sophisticated". The fact that we sustain our
operationg under difficult conditions and manage to evade the
boer-fascist security indicates the importance we attach to
military competence and the skilful exercise of tactics.

Military instruction in our army is calculated to prepare
and steel the combatants, to develop in them endurance and
steadfastness. All the positive qualities in a comrade a r e

emphasised and developed. The spirit of comradeship and
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mituality is ocultivated through continuous political education.
This constitutes the basis for the bhigh combat efficiency,
morale and discipline of Umk hon t o combatants. Indeed,
in our army we have been transformed into a proud selfless

pesople. True as in the words of the President of our people's

organisation, the African National Congress, Comrade Oliver
Tambos

"In building up our own popular army we aim
(therefore) not emly at the overthrow of the
fascist regime, we aim also at building up a
politically conscious and revolutionary army,
conscious of its popular origin, unwavering
in its democratic functions and guided by
our ravulutinnary orientation."”

- An army such as ours is definitely invincible. 'n'a are a
dynamic force, and, the more we fight the stronger we become.
Our prestige grows with the steady escalation of the struggle,
attracting more practical support from conscious people every-
where,” As ours is a protracted war, its immediate future gua-
rantees further development of our politico-moral superierity
and an increase in our material strength. This will hasten
the undermining of the present advantages of the enemy and
finally bring them to naught. This will mark the great turn-
. ing point to inevitable victory. But we know that the deci-
. sive stepping stone to victory lies in the organisation a n d
. preparation for the winning of victory. It

is preciauly on\ these aspects that we pla.ca our amphasis
: tOﬂ.ajl". !
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Our People’s War
is Gathering
Momentum

The battle for South Africa is definitely on. Events
of the past few years have demonstrated beyond all rea-
sonable doubts The past few years have witnessed grow-
ing upsurges of mass struggles; workers' st r i k e s,
students' boycotts, community protests, etc. Our peo-
ple's army, Umkhonto we Sizwe, has been an active com=-
ponent of these upsurges. The Spear of the Nation
sharpened and gave a cutting edge to these popular
protests despite unbridled repression and violence
characteristic of the South African racist regime,

Umkhonto we Sizwe "appeared +to move freely in white
areas, seemed able to switch areas of operation and
attack with great ease, had the ability to evade cap-
ture, and could be assumed to be operating from within
with a degree of impunity", "Talk to the ANC while
there's still time" and "This is a taste of things to
come'" are the recent tunes the enemy is playing, swal-
lowing with pain their "we've broken the back of the
ANC" utter nonsense,

Below we publish the combat record of our glorious
People's Army, The record is incomplete because not
all actions are reported. Those that cannot be con-
cealed are reported according to the enemy's version
of them, concealing his losses as much as he can. The
previous combat diary ended with the professional raid
against the Orlando police station, 2nd November,
1979, (D A W N -Vol. 3 No. 11, December 1979).

11lth December 1979: Three ANC militants and combatants of
Umkhonto we Sizwe; Alexander Moumbaris, Stephen Lee and Timo-
thy Jenkins, all serving a long-term sentence under Terrorim
act escaped from the maximum security prison in Pretoria.

4th January 1980: A Soekmekaar police station in the north-
ern Transvaal was raided by ANC guerrillas armed with AK-47
assault rifles. 5
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1 25th January 1980t Three ANC freeaom fighters held
15 hestages in a Velkskas Bank in Silverten, a suburb
in Pretoria, Having assured the civilian hostages
that they had nothing against them and explaining te
them that they were fighting for our peeple's
Just demands enshrined in the Freedom Charter, the
three militants demanded, among other things, the
release of Comrade Nelsen Mandela, our leaders and
othexr political priseners, Ignoring the demands laid
down by the three patriots, the fascist police
indiscriminately opened fire and killed some of
the hostages, The three guerrillas died fighting back having
killed a number of racist police 1nn1uding—a captain of the
Seuth African pelice force.

5th April 1980t A unit of Umkhonto we Sizwa guerrillas atta~
cked the Booysens police station with hand grenades, AK-47
assault rifles and an RPG-7 rocket launcher (bnznﬁka). The
rocket launcher was used for the first time in the history of
armed liberation struggle led by the ANC in South Africa.

1st June 19803 Members of the' ANC's military-wing, Umkhento
we Sizwe, planted bombs and mines and sabotaged three of South
Africa's leading oil refinery stationss SASOL I and II and ‘
NATREF. The bombs which exploded almost ﬂimulatananuuly cau-
sed damage . to the tune of R65-million., :

1st August 19803 A racist Det. Sgt. T.G. Zondi escaped daath
by millimetres when he was fired at with an AK=47 rifle near
Sobantu Village = in Pietermaritzburg. Empty cartridge cases
of an AK-47 were found by police near the seene of  the shoot-

ing. No one was arrested daspite a massive: naarch feor
the attackers.,

30th October 1980, MK cumbatants.hurled.hand granadaa at the
West Rand Administration Board offices in Diepkloof. Extensive
damage was done to the building.

21st Novembeir 1980: - ANC combatant, Gﬂrdan.Dikahu, fﬁught l
heroically against the racist police who had staged a massive
pre-dawn raid at his place of residence in Chiawelo. The

gshoot=0out lasted 'about 10 minutes and an undisclesed number
of fascist police were either killed or injured,

16th J% 1981: -An explosive charge blew up a Mdantsane
railway line. Rail traffic was delayed for several hours.
12th Apri 8l: ANC guerrillas sabotaged a 15 metres long
railway line on the Vryheid-Richards Bay line, When t h e
lﬂcamnflvﬂ‘a front detonated the explosive, there was a loud
explosion,  Five trucks were completely derailed and t h e

remaining others seriously damaged.
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20th April 1981: An electricity supply sub-station south of
Durban was sabotaged with several limpet mines by a unit of
MK combatants. The blast disrupted telephone communica~-
tions, closed faeteries in and around Durban and left
thousands of other industrial areas without power. A
spokesman for the power station said that two trans-
formers were completely destroyed. - |

6th May 1981: The puppet so-called mayor of Soweto,
David Thebehalignarrowly escaped death when a bomb
ripped apart his car. Shrapnels tore through the car
. damaging the boot, petrol tank, three tyres, s e a t s
— and the roof of the care. . : |

10ih May 1981: A 'hand grenade was flung at racist railway .
policemen killing one of them. The incident took place in the
e€astern Transvaal when they tried to arrest a-man who took ’
out & hand granade and tried-to throw it into the car but was
intercepted. A racist railway police spokesman said the blast
killed one Sgt. Mahemi. ; . Ty

19th May 1981: The railway line linking Port Elizabeth to
Johannesburg and Cape-Town was blasted by an explosive charge
between Swartkops and New Brighton. The sabotaged rail line
was discovered three hours later when a ccach of a Uitenhage
train was derailed. Rail traffic was disrupted for several
hﬂUIE. : ,. - h'l : % et s 0 - 4 : _ ':
2oth May 1981: The Fort Jackson police station in East Lendon
came under automatic¢ fire and hand-grenade explosionss The .
unit.of the ANC guerrillas involved in. the attack retreated -
unchallenged, - A R Y i e \

22th May 1981:  Three ANC guerrillas armed with AK-47 assault
rifles ambushed a.police patrol in Mdantsane. The puppet
chief of the -so-called Ciskei Intelligence Service, Brig.
Charles Sebe, a Capt. Nonho and W/O llando were in the vehicle
when it caue under fire., Mlando was injured in the leg and
arm whilst-the - other two were said-to have -egcaped uninjured,’
22th lay 1981t : A railway commuter line between New Canada and
Dube stations in Soweto was sabotaged by a bomb ‘explosion. -
Railway traffic was disrupted for several hours ‘and hundreds
0i" vorkers were belated. 'The explosive charge ripped off a
metire 'of . the rail line, ' - P DTS Ay A SR MO
22th Hay 1981: “Armed units of the ANC sabotaged a railway
line in Durban. Rail traffic was delayed for seweral hours.'
27th May 1981: A recruiting office of the SADF near the cen-
tre of ‘Durban. was blown up by an explosive charge. -
Damage was estimated at hundreds of thousands of rands, - #5
11th June 19813 A 'bomb_blasted the Durban-Empangeni railway
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line, A railway spokesman said that the explosive device

was suspected to have been placed on the line and detonated
when the locomotive ran over it,

26th June 1981t A war memorial in Durban was blasted by
a bomb in the early hours of the morning. The sabotage oper-
ation took place on the same day on which the racist Minister
of Transport, Chris Heunis, was to meet Coloured 'leaders'.
28th June 1981: Within a month, the second explosion ripped
off the railway line between Felixton and Fort Dunnford on the
Natal north ceast., It was suspected that an explosive device
was placed on the line and was detonated when the goods train
passed over it. i

21t July 1981: Two major power stations in the eastern Trnnn—
vaal were extensively damaged in a sabotage operatien by a
unit of ANC combatants. The explosions were reported: to have
occurred within an interval of 10 minutes,The Anort power
gtation,east of Emerlo was blasted at 01,40 am when three
explosive charges destroyed three transformers. A few minutes
later, at 01,50 am, two limpet mines destroyed two transform-
ers and five generator couplings at the Camden power station,
east of Middleburg. A spokesman for Escom said that the sabo-
tage plunged the town of Emerlo into darkness for several
hours.

21st July 1981t The Delmas power station near Pretoria
was blasted by bombs placed by Umkhonto guerrillas,
26th July 1981: Two boumbs exploded in a Durban
moter-tewn area of Smith street, twenty minutes
apart, ripping epen show=room frontages ot McCar-
thy Leyland, damaging four new cars and shattering
more than 50 windows en beth siaes of the street,
Ith August 1981: A gun battle took place between
the racist police and 4@ unit of Umkhoni. guerrillas
at a road-bleock set up in Elliot, less than a hund-
red kilometres from Umta ta. Two policemen
were killed in the oattle,
15th August 1981: Umkhonte combatants shelled the
headquarters ef the South African Defence Force (SADF) complex,
the Voertrekkerhoogte military base. Four 122 mm rockets were
fired at fowr st ra tegic peints, The raocist
authorities barred all journalists and photographers from
reporting about this operation. The attack forced the racists
to admit that it was the boldest of the current spate of
attacks against the Pretoria killers' military and economic
- infrastructures.
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il it
' the strategic peints ﬁhlc- ¥was struck e
122 mm reckets at the Veertrekkerheegte military base.

3rd September 1981: Mapopane police station in Pretoria was
attacked by a unit of ANC guerrillas armed with AK-47 rifles
and hand-grenades, Three racist policemen were killed a n d
several others wounded. A racist security spokesman of the
Pretoria police said that between 20 and 30 guerrillas took
part in the attack. * _ ~
12th September 1981: A goods train detonated a landmine at
elville, Wood, near Pietermaritzburg cutting the rail-
way line, The blast teok plate at 08,45 am,
10th October ]1981: A powerful bomb exploded in the centre of
Durban, destroying a number of buildings. The bomb destroyed
part of the local offices of the Department of Co-operation
and- Development Mﬂthuda.magawaa aatimatad at
11th October 1981: A qub blast par_tiya destroyed the Kwa~
Zulu government offices near Empangeni. The explesion took
place at the superintendent's office causing d.a.ma.ge estimated
at more than RZD 000, '
2lst October 1: Umkhonto militants sabotaged five trans-
formers at an E'\radar electricity sub-station, The explosion
which took place at 08,45 pm occurred at the town's main ‘Sub=
station causing a blackout for several hours,
23rd October 1981: Several transformers were dautrorad by
ANC patriots at an electricity power station in Witbank. The
‘blast took place at 08,45 pm in Witbank's 1industirial sewmship,
27th ﬂctnber 1981 Armed combatants ef Umkhonte we Sizwe
attacked the Sibasa police station in northern Transvaal and

two racist policemen were killed. ' The guerrillas were using
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}handpgmnadu, AK=47 autematic rifles and the muoch-fesred

RPG-7 rocket launcher (bazooka).

th November 19813 Four transformers were destroyed at an
electric power station in Pretoria north. Industrial Preto-
ria (Roﬂynn) was left without electricity for several hours.

'REALITY SHATTERS
- THE RACIST MYTH

- JOYCE MEKONG

The impact of our lum‘glu for national indepenaence and
freedom is growing trumundaualr. As could be expected, the
imperialist powers led by the United States monopolies ar e
becoming more concerned about the future of their multimillion
dollar investments in Apartheid South Africa
and of the whole Southern African rugmn which in terns of
their expansionist designs forms pa.rt of their 'sphere eof
interest' and over which the Pretoria fascist regime servesas
their policeman, It is'against this background that in addi-
tion to their increasing and covert support for their racist

‘allies in Pretoria in defiance of ,the world's public opinion,
imperialist propaganda directed against our just liberation
struggles is assuming more hysterical tones, This can be seen
in the wide coverage given to the 'findings'- of the CIA-dire-
cted research groups in the employ of - 1mperialism.

. AN OLD MYTH
Recently two expm;ta' - otherwise shady characters of
distorted intellect - L.H. Gann and Peter Duignanwho have long
been working for the US-based Hoover Institute which is noto-
rious for its subversive activities against national libera-
tion movements in Southern Africa and forces of freedom, peace
-and progress the werld over, have published a book. Its title
" is "Why South Africa will Survive - an Historical Analysis"
and one South African- revolutionary has most appropriately
described it as a 'bible' on Southern Africa for the American
new right and aspecia.lly for the Reagan Administration say:
"We de n 0.t believe that a South African revolution will
come during our life-time; we are convinced that change will
come from within the ruling white oligarchy rather than by
liberation movements. We believe therefore that American uup'-z-1




port should go to the Verligtes; the reformers within t he
1uling National Party..." | e

Furthermore they claim that the apartheid regime is so
strong, economically and militarily, that our mass political
action combined with armed activities and supported by sanc-
tions against the Apartheid regime camnot bring about its down-
fall, While these defenders of imperialism and racist celo-
nial domination are passing off their false argument as "an
historical analysis" to give it an appearance of credibility,
it is very clear that one of its aims is to revive the old myth
of the invincibility of the Pretoria fascist regime, On their
part the Pretoria racists have not only failed to instil fear
and hesitation among our fighting people and the independent
African states who support our just struggle, while reassuring
their racist ignerant followers by preaching this myth but
have been witnessing with horror how the reality of the South
African situation which is very much influenced by our unfold-
ing people's war. completely shatters their myth,

VICTORIOUS PEOPLE'S WAR )

To start with, the internacional climate witnin which our
liberation struggle is occuring leaves no room for such myths.
Previously imperialism could have a sway in the whole world.

- The world situation is completely different today. The Great
October Socialist Revolution . of 1917 in Russia which saw the
workers led by, their Bolshevik Party founded by Lenin and in
alliance with the poor peasants rising to power, to be mast-
ers of their destiny, ushered in the new dawn of world history
More nations rose to the socialist plane of man's develepment
and socialism became a world system. Imperialism was forced to
retreat, .

At the same time many nations which had hitherto been
victims of colonial domination rose to national independence
in Asia, Africa and Latin America. In some of these count-
ries the oppressed masses had to resort to arms in order to
achieve their national emancipation as the colonial powers had
barred all means of non-violent struggle, e.g. Cuba, Vietnam,
Algeria,  Angola, Mozambique and Zimbabwe and for this reason
we shall focus our attention on some of these victorious peo-
ples' wars to throw more light on our own situation,

It is significant to note that the advocates of imperial-
ism and apartheid colonial domination would hasten to argue
that in the examples mentioned above the oppressed were fight-
ing against regimes which were weaker compared to racist South
Africd or that the wars were waged outside the strongholds of
jpe colonial powers. But the basic truth is that in all these



countries the oppressea peopls, united arowusd thelir natienmal
liberation erganigatiens, using every means of struggle at
their disposal and supperted by the world democratic foroes,
were confronted with the combined forces of the specific colo-
nial powers and their imperialist allies, NATO especially.
For example the small Vietnamese nation had to go through

a series of bloody wars waged against her by different impe-
rialist powers: the French colonialists who were later aided
by the Japanese fascists (1940-1945); the French for the 2nd
time (1945-1954) and the most bitter war was unleashed by the
United States interventionist forces and their local puppets.
Acting on the advice of General Goldwater whose strategy for
“he brutal suppression of Vietnam's just struggle for libera-
tion entailed the bombing of North Vietnam and the sending of
ground forces en masse to the South, US President, Lyndon
Johnson sent over two million troops te fight in Soutneast Agia

Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos) with Vietnam as the main targerv.

hat was only during the four years of Johnson's term of
office, Accerding to the CBS news the United States drepped
more th@n.l4—billinn pounds of bombs on North and Seuth Viet-
nam, Kennedy's military strategist, Maxwell Tailor, unshamedly
declared that the United States was in Yietnam to show to the

world that wars of national liberation (Tailor described them
'so-called') would not werk against determined imperialism
armed with the most destructive weapons. The irreversible
victory won by the heroic Vietnamese people proved them wrong.
Similarly the intervention of the Pretoria fascist regime

backed by United States after the defeat of the Portuguese
colonialists in Angela and the ganging up of the colonialist
forces of racist Smith, British imperialism and Pretoria
against the patriotic forces in Zimbabwe could not halt the
people's march to national independence. (It is interesting

to remember that hardly five years earlier, if not less, Smith
was boasting of "no majority rule in a thousand years".) Can
the Apartheid regime be an exception, will it follow a course
which is different from that of the already overthrown colonial
regimes? Not at 11}
THE ENEMY'!S WEAKNESS

" Our liberation movement is acting on the basis of a
sober assessment of the South African situation and this was
reaffirmed and clearly formulated in our document "Strategy
and Tactics" adopted at the historic 1969 Morogoro Conference.
In this document our movement acknowledges the economic and
-military strength of the racigt enemy and that he can always

count on the support of the major imperialist powers such as:a



the United States, Britain, France, FRG and Japan, A4t the
same time our liberation movement notes, and this is very
significant, that this is a case of 'soft underbelly’'.

Strong as it is, the Pretoria regime has certain serious
weaknegses which in the long run will favour our liberation
forces, Our "Strategy and Tactics" states:

% The ready to hand resources including food production
depend overwhelmingly on non-white labour which, with
the growing intensity of the struggle, will not remain
docile and zooperate.

% The white manpower resources may seem adequate initial-
ly but must become dangerously stretched as guerrilla
warfare develops. Already extremely short of skilled
labour = the monopoly of the whites - the mobilisation

of a large force for a protracted struggle will place
& further burden on the workings of the economy,

% In contrast to many other major guerrilla struggles,
the enemy's economic and manpower resources are all
situated within the theatre of war and there is no
secure external pool (ether than direct intervention
by a foreign state) safe from sabotage mass action
on which the enemy can draw,

* The very sophistication of the economy with its well-

developed system of communications makes it much more
vulnerable,.. In a highly sensitive modern structure of
the South African type, the succesful harassment or

transport to any major industrial complex inevitably
infliots immense damage to the economy as a whole and
to the morale of the enemy."

-

In addition to this, in a preceeding passage the "Stra-
tegy and Tactics" shows the mighty weapon which our fighting
people have at their disposal, guerrilla warfare, "the weapon
of the materially weak against the materially strong," and
continues: "Given its popular character and given a popula~
tion which increasingly sides with and shields the guerrilla
whilst at the same time opposing and exposing the enemy, the
survival and growth of a people's army is assured by the skil-
ful exercise of tactics. Surprise, mobility and tactical ret-
reat should make it d4fficult for the enemy to bring into
play its superior fire-power in any decisive battles, No
andividual battle is fought in circumstances favourable to
the enemy, Superior forces can thus be harassed, weakened
2nd in the end, destroyed! '



NEW ADVANCES
The correctness of the assessment and the necessury act-

ion mentioned above is more vividly confirmed and strengthen-
ed by the current political situation inside South africa,

On the one hand it is clear that the Apartheid regime is
finding it increasingly difficult to cope with the situation.
The massive strike wave that has gripped the country in
recent years is threatening the future of Apartheid's economic
bagse. The war-resistance movement within the racist army by
patriotically-minded young whites who are refusing to fight
in defence of the inhuman Apartheid system is growing. llaving
completely failed to appease our discontented and figzhting
people with meaningless 'reforms' and empty promises, the
racists are resorting to stepping up their repressive measures
and this evokes more hatred and determined resistance from
our people.

On the other hand, our entire forces of liberation; the
workers and rural masses, the women and youth, Christian and
Muslims, democratic whites and all other freedom-loving South
Africans are rising to more resolute action. Our people have
become conscious of the power they possess and are conscious-
ly confronting the enemy not only on matters of immediate con-
cern b u t on the very fundamental question of power. A
very important role in this heightened mass upsurge is played
by the pounding blows delivered by the units of our people's
army, Umkhonto we Sizwe, against the enemy's strategic econo-
mic and military intallations, actions which are rising with.
the tempo of our mass political actions.

These developments and other related ones emphasise once
more the fact that the inherent basic contradictions within
the Apartheid system, namely, the extraction of super-profits
from the labour of our people by a handful of capitalists and
their imperialist partners while our people live under condi-
tions of abject poverty and starvation; the monopoly of all
political power by the racist clique and their privileged sup-
porters while this is totally denied to our nationally oppres-
sed people, are growing more acute and are fast approaching an
explosion point. These contradictions are such that they can-
not be resolved by any means other than by the overthrow of
the apartheid regime and the seizure of power by the majority
of our people and t he implementation of our demands in
the Freedom Charter which has already practic-
&lly become the basis of our people's mass action. With our
people having become fed up with the entire apartheid system

and resorted to militant action, it is clear that the ongoing
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oonflict between our people and the Apartheid regime aided by
the imperialist powers can enly be stopped by the victory eof
our people,

In other words, what we are witnessing is the maturing of
the main ingredients of victory. In fact one of them, namely
a dedicated leadership armed with correct revolutionary ideas,
and which, is visibly among the people has already reached
a high degree of maturity.

The other ingredients are our pelitical and moral supe-
riority derived from the justness of our cause and whichfinds
expression in the uncompromising opposition of our people to
all Apartheid policies; the growing unity and determination
among our people to win a common victory and our invincible
art of people's war. Added to these intermal factors is the
no less important support enjoyed by our struggling people
from the peace and freedom-loving peoples of the world led by
the socialist community.

CONCLUSION .

If the myth about the invincibility of the Pretoria fas=-
cist regime were anything to go by, all these advances made by
our people in actual battles for freedom would not have been
possible, But for obvious reasons the Pretoria rulers will
never admit that they are fighting a losing battle. In spite
of this the pressure exerted by our liberatory actions forces
them to blurt o u t certain revealing utterances. Very
often the racist chief of police has been heard admitting that
our armed actions are gaining ground and that the Pretoria
regime cannot stop them. Some of the farsighted go even fur-
ther. - According to the "Citizen" the former news editor and
Progressive Federal Party's leading member, Joel Mervis, sta-
ted that Umkhonto we Sizwe is "able to switch areas of opera-
tion and attack with great ease... and could be assumed to be
operating from within the country with a degree of impunity"
and concludes by pointing out that the repressive measures of
the Apartheid regime will only lead it to a "Vietnam style no-
win morass." Van Zyl Slabbertv has admitted that to maintain
racist domination "is going to become increasingly diffiocylt
and eventually quite impossible.,"” This opinion was also exp-
ressed by one Western writer who was prompted by the 1976
June 16 Upheavals, Wilfred Burchett. His assessment shows an
even more balanced grasp of the situation. In his book "Sou=
thexn Africa Stands Up", in a chapter headed "The South Afri-
can Volcano" he wrote: "South Africa will be liberated from
its racist regime... one can come to this conclusion by an

zgnalyaia of political, military, psychological factors and by



comparing them with similar factors that have played the deci-
sive role in other liberatien struggles.” _

Therafore, while the imperialist powers especially the
United States are conveniently underplaying the irresist-
ible might of our popular mass action as the vital force in
our all-round drive to bring down the fascist Preteria regime

and deliberately disregarding the intermational balance of
forces wnich favours us, their sinister intentions are ebvious.

As soon as their allies in Pretoria are on the verge of cel-
lapse these forces of plunder and aggression will move frem
gupport to direct intervention., But this will never stop us
“from achieving our goal of national liberation. All indica=-
tions point to the complete confirmation of the predictien
made by Comrade President O.R. Tambe when he said in 19683

"We in the African National Congress do not ima-
gine that the defeat of imperialism in South-
ern Africa will be quick or easy. We realise
it will be longdrawn and bloody. But we are
confident of the final outcome, As our forces
drive deeper into the South, we have no doubt
that they will be joined not by some, but by
the whole African nation; by the oppressed
minorities, the Indian and Coloured peoplej
and by an increasing number-of Wh i t e
democrats, |

"The battle lines have been drawn up. There
can be but_one result: victory over + h e
fascist oppressors and the establishment of
a democratic state in South Africa!"

CORRECTION: The cover caption (Vol. 5 No. 7 _ July 1981),
' - fourth line reads: ... of the SACP aond the

latter was its General-Secretary, instead of
Chaiman,
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A Soldier of our
People's Army

AN ARTICLE BY COMRADE ANDREW MASONDO, A
MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMIT-
TEE AND NATIONAL COMMISSAR OF THE ANC.

In this ar ticle we shall try to put acress what
we think a soldier of Umkhonto we Sizwe should be and also

what a soldier of the people's army is as portrayed by the
soldiers of MK in practice.

In the first place a combatant of our People's Army is
& product of the South African situation. He or she is a son
or daughter of the oppressed masses of our people or son or |
daughter of the privileged few who has rejected the privileges
which come from a system which feeds on the blood of innocent
people- and became a democrat.

_ Secondly an MK combatant is moulded and produced by the
African National Congress and its allies. Continuous and pur-
poseful political work plays an important role in the MK
cadre's life and in building up high morale, the willingness
to carry out orders, being staunch in battle and ready to
fight the enemy to the last. He accepts that political autho-
rity of the ANC and its allies is above that of the military
authority of Umkhonto we Sizwe. In fact he is first and fore-
most a member and activist of the ANC,

He belongs to an army which is defending a Jjust cause
and fighting for freedom and national independence and for the
liberation of other peoples from racist aggression. If the
cadre accepts and understands these i d e a l s of the army
which themselves derive from the policies and programmes of
the liberation movement, this breeds in him a high awareness

of duty, conscious discipline, a sense for good organisation,
heroism in battle and dedication to the cause of freedom,

PEOPLE'S LEADER

Both in the rear and inside the country the African
Vational Congress and its allies should appear as a single

‘ighting, mobilising and guiding force, The cadres,by word
nd deed,should strengthen the people's morale and lead them
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te perform military and pelitical feats of a very high quae~
lity.

The ANC and its allies should be the great leader, organ-
iser and general ef the Seuth African people during the war,
It should channel the whole force of the oppressed community,
the whole of the people's energy, their determinatien, tena-
city and powerful will towards the single geal of smashing the
racist regime. In this important task the MK cadre is central
as the instrument to bring about success, He is the generater
of high morale amongst the people. He is conscious of the
words of V.I. Lenin:

",ee in the final analysis, victory in any war
depends on the 8 pir it animating the
masses that spill their own blood on t h e

- field of battle,"

The relation between soldiers and officers are based on
mutual respect and soldiers take the orders from officers as
commands of the people,

¢ « « NO SURRENDER

The spirit of no-gurrender is a hallmark of tne MK
cadre, We meet this spirit in the attitude of Comrades Vuyi-
sile Mini, Zinakile Mkhaba and Wilson Khayinga who went to
the gallows singing "Nants' inded' emnyama Verwoerd". It is
no less in the attitude of Comrade Solomon Mahlangu w h o
walked tall to the gallows and said: "My blood will nourish
the tree which will bear the fruits of freedom."”

. This spirit raises its head again in the Silverton Opera-
tion and in Matola where inspite of odds heing against thenm,
our comrades registered our fighting tradition by inflicting
heavy casualties on the racist enemy.

It reminds us of the Derdepoort encounter where although
the enemy had four hours advantage to encircle our comrades
after a traitor, Paulos Makgaga, had given them away;
the dauntless soldiers of MK broke the encirclement with the
enemy suffering great lesses. It was also in Chiawelo where
Gordon Dikebu fought like a lion, exhibiting great courage of
& people's soldier and the gpirit of no-surrender, A great
deal of sense of duty and determination was-displayed by one
of our comrades in the Eastern front during the operations 4p
Zimbabwe during 1967, who when seeing that he was hurt, asked
his comrades to give him a light-machine gun and ammunition
so that he may cover them in their retreat, The comrades in-
volved in the SASOL operation flaunted outstanding valour when
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on their way te the target one of their cars capsized but they
could not be deterred. Guided by cunaclous discipline, they
understood that an order hai been icsued and had to be fulfil-

led, They then checked one another and found that none w a s
geriously injured. Thereafter they got into the remaining
car, reached their d e stinatilon and carried out

their task as planned.
What could be more daring and courageous than the attack

on the highly secured Voortrekkerhoogte military base? This
ig literally going into the lion's d e n to capture its
cubs. The mettlesome "Pietermaritgburg 11" (James Mange's
group) who challenged the whole state machinery when in fact
they were in its claws displayed courage of the first order.
The comrades who attacked the police in Butterworth, the road-
block in Elliot and a pitch battle in Barkley East show a high
level of gallantry and determination.

CULTURE AND ARTS

The MK cadre 1s a complete personality capable of great
cultural feats. A great sense of duty and self-discipline
has been exhibited by the AMANDLA GROUP.The amount of work

A oot S g
bexs Ef"«tho;ﬂ'ﬂ;'i AMANDLA gul tt2;

ufing their recent teur of Sud
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and preparation that goes into their cultural performances

pay tribute to the character and talent of an MK cadre, Their
determiracion to produce the beat can be testified by those
who had the pleasure of attending their shows during their

- tour of Western Europe and also of Southern Africa. '

; The poetry and articles that appear in the monthly journ-
al of Umkhonto we Sizwe, D A W N, beur testimony to the
cultural and literary abilities of an MK soldier., The post-
ers, art-works produced by the MK art group is a clear indi-
cation of the creativity of the cadresof our People's Army,

Is it possible for anybody to call such a soldier a ter=
rorist? If anybody does, then we must suspect his ability to
understand and appreciate the fruits of human heritage called
civilisation.

To you the people of S outh Africa such is
your army, the creator of a future based on thu-.provisions of
the Freedom Charter. It is 20 years old, yet ac t a as a
mature, civilised and determined adult.,

FORWARD TO THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR PEOPLE'S ARMY!
FORWARD TO THE 70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ANC}
FORWARD TO THE YEAR OF UNITY IN ACTION}

FORWARD TO A PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT)

T e s T R e T R AT T R BB B RS T
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2,

sections of our population to swell the ranks of our army,
For, as the Vietnamese people say: "Every citizen a seldier
and when the bandits coms even the women fight."

During this proud moment, we remember all our patriots
who have laid down their lives in the fight for freedom, to
them we say: Eternal Glery!. We salute our heroic leaders and
comrades incarcerated in boer-fascist dungeons and pledge to
indefatigably fight for their release. We salute our fellow
combatants and comrades, the "Pretoria Six", who despite the
threatening hand of the fascist hangman still carry their heads
high as true patriots de.

: To the Pretoria mons ters and all their henchmen
-and proxies we say: The hour of reckoning is fast approaching
and there can be no turning back. We are uncompromisingly
committed to a protracted war of :-liberation. Victory will be
ours and the enemy will be brought to justice,

LONG LIVE THE"SPEAR OF THE NATION}
FORWARD TO :VICTORY!
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I SPEAK MY MIND

Theme: Landmarks in our
Armed Struggle

- EDWARD DILINGA

THE SABOTAGE CAMPAIGN.

Twenty years of hardwork and sacrifice have passed since
the formation of our people's army, Unmkhonto we
Sizwe, .

The founders of our People's Army were faced with the
problem of organising and controlling violence which was beg-
inning to show itself spontaneously from the people. They were
also faced with the task of creating a revolutionary army out
of a people who were barred from military training or use of
any type of modern weaponsor the use of explosives; be it for
civil or military purpose. Some of our people had never seen
a pistol, rifle or machine gun unless in the hands of a
fagcist white soldier or police,

The basic problem of the army at that time was lack of
training, it was a question of learning whilst you do. Yet the
thirst for this knowledge was great and in the process quite
good operations werc carried out. In fact the enemy himself
paid great tribute to our work by saying that people who had
trained in Algeria had arrived.

AINMS

The aim of our first operations was to introduce the new
phase of the struggle. It was to prepare our people mentally
to accept the fact that we were now entering a period in which
the level of sacrifice was higher than thither to, Having
been-oteeped in an era of non-violent methods it became nece-
gsary to c.nvince them of the necessity of thechangeto revolu-
tionary violence., It became necessary to convince them by
practical acts that we were capable of entering this new phase.

~ 1t algo becam: necessary for us to convince Africa and
‘tho world at large that we had to embark on this phase of
s:ruggle, It was crucial that we prove our ability to do some-
thing practical and also to prove that we had exhausted all
peaceful methods. This was the reason why our first Commande

er-in-chief, Comrade Nelson Mandela, had to make his tour of
2



Africa and some countyies overseas.

A problem the leadership had to solve was one of con-
‘vincing the units that at this stage we were to avoid the loss
of life during our operations. We could not understand this
because the boers were killing our people and we felt that we
must in turn kill them, It was the painstaking explanation of
the leadership which convinced some of us of the necessity to
prove that the African National Congress was not a terrorist
organisation which was not sensitive to the preservation of
human life, more so that even within the liberation movement
it was not totally agreed that it was time to change the method
of atruggle to the highest form. It was necessary for th e
leadership to convince everybody that the change to armed
struggle was not an adventurist feat.

LACK OF MATERIAL

From the practical point of view as an operator a formi-
dable obstacle was the lack of material., We used all methods
to procure material for operating, I remember a time when we
travelled 22 km to a quarry site with the hope of stealing
explosives from a pillbox, just to find that it was impossible
to open it., You can imagine how we felt considering that we
had to foet all that distance in vain and risking arrest
because the tents ef the quarry-workers were about 50 metres
from the pillbox.

There was a time when the units in Durban had procured a
good amount of explosives but did not have detonators and yet
we in the Eastern Cape had a good supply of detonators but
did not have explosives,

An interesting aspect was that most of the comrades who
were sent outside for military training were people who had
been baptised in actions of MK inside the country. We were
building MK units which would receive these members when they
returned. We were beginning to train within the country and
hoped that these people on their return would enhance our
skills and knowledge in military science and art.

We had the advantage that the African National Congress
was still well-organised and therefore we could use its mach-
inery to assist whenever we were in trouble without exposing
ourselves, Another advantage was that during the day we were
ordinary citizens who were doing their work like everybody
else, We could move to place or from places without attract-
ing attention,

I must admit that from the early sixties to now a great
deal has happened and our army has grown and become more 33



sophisticated in its manner of operation. It has better faci-
lities than we had then, What seems to remain a cemmen fea-
ture is the s pirit of no surrender,

We are confident that our army will grow from gtrength te
strength beth as a political organiser and as the spear and
shield of our people.

FORWARD TO THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF MK}
FORWARD TO THE JOTH ANNIVERSAHY OF THE ANC!
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!

- JAMES MAEKHAYA
THE SIGNIFICANRCE OF

THE RIVONIA TRIAL.

On the 1lth ef July, 1963 the fascist police of Pretoria
ded the headquarters of Umkhonto we Sizwe at Rivonia,

Johannesburg, Several underground leaders of our organisa-
tion, the African Natienal Congress, were arrested, Amongst
these arrested were Comrades Walter Sisulu, Govan Mbeki, Elias
Motswaledi, Ahmed Kathrada and others. The arrest came at a
time when our leadership was beginning active preparations
for the launching of guerrilla warfaye. The South African
police hastened to boast of having "broken the back" of our
Liberation Movement. But events that follewed expesed the
fallacy of the boast.

Of course the arrest of the leadership of our people was
a serious blow on the movement as a whole, Yet the arrest
cannot be attributed to the enemy's proficiency but to certain
errors and miscalculations on our part. Perhaps it is neces-
sary to look at some of these miscalculations,

The introductien of armed struggle in South Africa h a d
far-reaching consequences, As expected the enemy was to res-
pond more ferociously in an attempt to destroy all those cen-
nected with this new form of struggle., The effectiveness ef
the enemy was dependent on a number of factors. Among them
were our organisation's capacity to make its internal movement
and security watertight. A4s it turned out later, security
safeguards of the movement proved inadequate.

ACTIVISTS KNOWN

Firstly the majerity of the leadership and other ANC act-
ivists were known by the enemy and his stool pigeons frem the
‘period of public campaigning. Added to this, the underground
headquarters got to be known by more cadres than was neces-
sary, therefore registering a violation to the basic rules ef
5 .



conspiratorial work that fighters should only know vhat cen-
cerns the fulfilment ef his task - this wvas mainly dus te
experiences of some banned leaders who operated clandestinely
for several years without serious casualtiea inducing an
attitude of undermining the fasocist special branch. Though
there were plans to change the headquarters or distribute its
task, they could net be appreciated as urgent. The
first victims of the enemy's swoop, mostly first-timers and
inexperienced in the hands of the sadistic boer-fascist ter-
turers, in spite of their determination, revealed important
secrets, This was to lead to the fascist crackdown on and

disruption of different areas of our underground machinery.
As the great V.I. Lenin once observed:

"Every new form of struggle, accompanied as it
is by new dangers and new sacrifices inevita-
bly 'diseorganises' organisations wnich are
unprepared for this new form of struggle...
But this dees not mean that one must no t
fight. It means that one must learn to fight.
That is all." -

ANOTHER BATTLEGROURND

The arrested leadership turnea tneir trial, which .opened
at the 01d Synagogue early in 1964, into another battlegrouna,
The battle-hardened and steeled leadership was to conduct it=
self in a manner worthy of emulation, What looked as a blew
was in fact transformed into a:new offensive against the enemy,
The trial was a forum where our leaders were to show
our people and the world the patient, moderate and modest way
in which the African National Congress persuaded the racist
regime to come to reason but to no avail,

The question of the enemy's counter-offensive means that
revolutionaries should perfect their tactics. They should
always aim at frustrating the ememy's reprisal methods and spy

net-work, He who dees net cemmit mistakes means that he is
deing nething. It remaing true that the overthrow of t h e
racists in our ceuntry can only be achieved through armed
struggle. '

Today it is peyond any shadow of doubt that the libera-
tion movement of our country has long recovered from the post-
Rivonia set-back and has fully recaptured the offensive., We
owe it to the tenacity and resilience of our lead-
ers and comrades who steod trial in 1964,

LONG LIVE THE RIVONIA TRIALISTS!



- MASECHABA CHOBOLO

THE SIGNIFICARCE OF THE
WANKIE/SIPOLILO CAMPAIGNS.

In 1968 the servant of our oppressed but fighting people,
Comrade President Oliver Tambo spoke dialectically when he
said:

"The sound of gunfire can be heard from the banks
of the Zambesi river., Very soon the sounds shall
be heard inside the Republic itself, The tide
of revolution will grow and develop until it
covers the whole of Scuthern Africa., There can
be no compromise with the fascists... until
apartheid and oppression have been smashed..."

This was when fierce fighting was raging between the ANC-ZAPU
combatants and the Smith-Vorster racist troops in Rhodesia
(now Zimbabwe) during the prominent Wankie-Sipolilo Campaigns
of 1967/68. Little did the imperialists and their myopic
henchmen eof Salisbury and Pretoria foresee that only 13 years
later, Zimbabwe would be more than a year liberated and in
South Africa an artillery piece using 122 mm reckets would be

used to shell the strongheld of apartheid Pretoria, t h e
Voortrekkerhoogte military base. | -

" SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Wankie-Sipolile Campaigns is that
it exposed the enemy's myth that a black man could not handle
modern sophisticated weaponry. Hence the enemy was forced to
run for dear life and some of h i s apolitical troops
even leif't their weapons behind. It is in these operations that
our struggle gave birth to martyrs like Paul Petersen, James
Masimini, Peter Sithole, Delmas Sibanyoni and many other
heroes of our revolution. In these campaigns it was where the
first genuine pioneers of eur People's Army, the Luthuli Deta-
chment, received their baptismal of fire.

This was also the s i tuation where the manhoed
of the pioneers of our revolutionary army was tried and test-
ed, The enemy who was using surerior medern weapons, i.e.
aviation, amoured personnel carriers and ot her
sophisticated military equipment was forced: to admit that
the spectre of revolution was hauntihg Southern Africa, We
als® saw in this period the morale of the masses of eur peeple
in Seuth Africa going sky-high., :

In this way the Wankie-Sipolilo Campaigns confirmed the
:gsﬂertiun that no force on earth however militarily well-armed .



™ R - v b it :
The ANC-ZAPU combatants in an_arms-inspection parade,
it might be can deter a united ana determined pevple waging a
Just people's war, This finds further confirmation in the
escalation of armed struggle in our country, the mest develep-
ed one in our oontinent industrially, economically, militarily
and otherwise; shattering all claims by some reactionary ocir-
cles that guerrilla warfare is inconceivable in eur situation

because there are no enorch "jungles and mountains” te make
bases.

J UNE 16 :

The Luthuli Detachment introduced other
cadres of Umkhonto we Sizwe (the June 16, Moncada, etc.,) to
the political and military traditions of the ANC and MK,
Today we see how the seeds that were sown by these revolution-
aries of our Motherland are beginning to bear fruits. Their
products of the June 16 aftermath are displaying the skills
and know-~how they inperited from this treasure of our people
practically in the numerous battles raging inside our country.
SASOL, Secunda, fascist pelice stations, the Voortrekkerhoegte
military base, electric power stations, etc., are fine exam-
ples of what the pioneers of our People's Army have taught
their successors.

Therefore, in this Year of the Youth and the 20th Anni-
versary of Umkhonto we Sizwe, we urge our fighting people to
stand up against the cancerous Apartheid regime and unite
their actions more than ever before. As stated by our late
leader, Chief Albert Luthuli that: "The length of the term

of slavery depends largely on the oppressed themselves and
not on the oppressor..."

LONG LIVE THE SPIRIT OF THE WANKIE-SIPOLILO CAMPAIGNS!
LONG LIVE THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR PEOFLE'S ARMY!




- SIPHO MOTSWARA

A¥ INSPIRATION TO ALL.

The 20th Anniversary of Umkhonte we Sizwe is an inpira-
tien to all e adres of eur glorious peeple's army, beth
inside and eutside eur country, It is a bridge which had te be
built t hreu gh relentless hardships, se that we could
enter with our rescue formations of devoted fighters te save
the oppressed black majority, who for centuries now have been
under the perpetual siage of the fascist Preteria regime,

To us the cembatants ef Umkhonto we Sizwe, December 16,
1961 is not a day of festivity but a day of rededication te
the struggle for the liberation of our country and people from
racist and colonial oppression, It is a day whenwe 1 o0 o k
back to our past and assess the path already traversed in this
long and bitter struggle. We ask ourselves, in the words of
Comrade President O.R. Tambe! I

"Are we living up to what is expected of members
of a revolutionary and fighting organisation?
Is the OATH we took of any meaning and sub-
stance to those who swore to fight until free-
dom is won?"

MILITARY CAMPAIGNS

Military campaigns waged by MK combatants alongside the
people's mass struggles have greatly intensified in the
recent past, scoring succeses on whose base future battles
will be fought. Under difficult conditions of underground
the faceless fighters of our Motherland have put the enemy
on an anvil tearing his economic strength with devastating
blows of sophisticated methods of sabotage. In oil refineries
at Secunda and Sasolburg, electric power stations in Durban,
Pretoria and Witbank, railway lines and other strategic eco-
nomic and military infrastructures have been repeatedly atta-
cked with their destruction cesting millions of rands on the
enemy.

The devastating attacks against racist police statiomns,
the so-called department of cooperation and development and
the shelling of Racist South Africa's fortress, the Voortrek-
kerhoogte military base, exposed the enemy more than onc e
that ne is failing to contain cur growing people's war which
~is visibly spreading to all corners of our country. .

The intensified armed agtions inside our country ha v e
spelled an eternal curse to the Pretoria regime. The hour

of retribution is approaching at a terribly high speed feor
38



the racasts.

T A 8 XK S8 | '

The dynamic situation inside the country charges us, on
this great ocacasion, with the great task of defending sach
gain of the revolution we have so far scored giving t he
enenmy no chance of recovering from his losses., Each one of
us must rally behind our vanguard movement, the African
National Congress and our revolutionary luudurship responding
with utmost precision to every call,

We are fighting a desparate carnivore, we have to be
vigilant against all his attempts to devour us with his sophi-
sticated military equipment and doge of war by keeping const=-

ant offensive and repulse him., We must be vigilant against
his agents infiltratud within our ranks. Closure of ranks in

-our People's Army shall frustrate all anemy maneuvres within
eur midst.

Let us rededicate ourselves, entering the battlefield with
no fear, devoting ourselves to the just cause of liberating
our Motherland, We must draw our inspiration from our herces
who fell in Zimbabwe, Silverton, Dobsonville and Chiawelo, We
must avenge the death of those masgsacred in Sharpeville and
Soweto and o u r martyrs like Ggabi, Mdluli, Mini, Ikhaba,
Khayinga, I'Ia.hlangu and many others. .

LONG LIVE THE 201'3 ANNIVERSARY OF UMOHI'O WE SIZWE!

ST RAIGHT TALK...

Into the fire..

'I'mt 1s where all traitors anu atnnl pigeons always end.
But it remains quite incredible how some people can be cor-
rupted by greed and mollified by good-boy-pats on the back,
Maybe they envy the dog which is satisfied by a little brush
on the head and a tossed bone = even though such envy is suf=-
ficientl;r ludicrous to all sane people. First it was Mata~-
nzima, then ' came Mangope and along came Mphepu, all dragging
our people into the mud there in the pig-sty reserves euphe-
mistically called 'homelands'. Now it is Lennox Sebe, cap in
hand at botna's dnnratap cla.mnuring for his own 'independence’

pigsty. St

‘OQur people's pr o tests and rejection of these
evil schemes is the frying pan enough, but puppets seem to b?ﬂ

|




able to absorb a let of heat before tney burn. Maybe t hey
need direct fire right away. This is a question all true
patriots of our country have been debating for quite some time,
But the people have long declared their firm opposition to
the balkanization of our Motherland., As the manifesto of
Umkhonto we Sizwe stressed, "The people's patience is no ¢
endless..."” It has become very clear that the people have now
reached the end of their tether and they are beginning to
say: "This far and ne more". This united outery is a battle-
cry beckoning all of us to the firingline where the quislings
and runners of the enemy will be made to pay the price of
selling out.

Umkhonto we Sizwe is ready to respond and, it is already
responding. It is ready to reinforce and spearhead the popu-
lar fight on all fronts., We are poised +to take the spear to
every nook and corner of our country and it remains to be .
seen whether we'll allow December 4 to fully transform the
Ciskei into another generator of bloodmoney for a bunch of
quislings whilst millions of our people are dragged into
draught stricken, poverty stricken and disease infested death
camps, The people are united in their resolve to frustrate
this boer fascist scheme. Anybody who will stand in their way
through collaboration with the enemy as the Mphepus, Mangopes,
Matanzimas, Thebehalis and their coteries do must heed our

preparedness to push them into the fire.
The naked selling out of the nation cannot be left to

continue, Therefore we cannot stand idle ags the Sebe brothers
follow the satanic course traversed by the Matanzima brothers
and others of throwing more of our people into the abyss of
rultiplied oppression,

We know that the bantustans (whether we attach the ridi-
culous label of independence or not is not an issue) ar e
not only aimed at performing the role of resevoirs of cheap
labour but have also been conceived as part of the 'defence
strategy' of the white power establishment. The Pretoria
boers readily confers repressive powers to the puppets and see
to it that they are employed e.g. the Second Bantu Law Amend-
ment Act, which empowers the Bantustan chiefs to ban or banish
patriotic elements in the -same manner as the Suppression of
Communism Act; Proclamation R400, which legalises detention
without trial etc. The militarisation of the South Afriean
state encompasses also these 'buffer zones' as has been demon-
strated by the haste with which the boers have been breeding
puppets armies in these areas, These machinations are calcula=
Efd to fortify the. apartheid fortress against the popular



l1iberatory forces. Therefore, we must mobilise alli our ener-
gies and strength to f o 1 1 these reastionary ploys. That

time has now come!
s o= ‘oas GEN SN UL GED GER GEG GER GBS GED

'WILL ARMED STRUGGLE
BRING MORE SUFFERING?

- BORIFI NTATHELA

Since we embarked upon armed struggle many theories aim-
ed at disproving the feasibility of a victorious armed strug-
glein South Africa have been formulated, The
absence of thick bushes like in other parts of Africa, the
level of South Africa's economic development and the strength
of the 'invincible' South African Defence Force were but
some of the arguments in support of these absurd theories, Now
that armed struggle has become net only a reality but prespects
of a victorious revolution have emerged, the tene is gradually
changing. We are told that armed struggle will bring us even
worse suffering, These are the apologists of apart-
heid who condemn armed struggle with_the aim of disarming
our people so as to prevent or at best postpone the inevitable
overthrowal of the abominable apartheid system. Not only them,
We appreciate with immense regret the existence of staunch
opponents of apartheid who, due to ignorance and honest fai-
lure to understand the laws of history, still believe that
the South African racist regime can be toppled by peaceful
means. Though we respect this opinion of the latter, we do
not share it, Whether deliberately or not, both groups pre-
sent our people defenceless in the face of ceaseless and un-
bridled repression and violence meted out by the enemy.

NO CHOICE

Our long history of struggle has taught us that the down=-
fall of the apartheid system can be brought about only through
force of arms, For five decades the African National Congress
counselled non-violence for the attainment of its popular ob-
jectives, Who will deny that all peaceful protests during
this stage of peaceful struggles were suppressed with varying
degrees of violence by the racist Pretoria regime? T h e
Sharpeville Massacre and the subsequent banning of our organi-
sation demonstrated beyond all shadows of doubt the readiness

of the enemy to use all the power at its disposal to deatruy;l



our national .liberation movement, the ANC, With the closure
of all avenues of peaceful utruggle, only one choice remained:
"Submit or fight". When our people's army, Umkhonto we Sizwe
was formed, an answer to the reactionary violence perpetrated
by the racist regime was found - revolutionary violence.

Even aftei the decision to take up arms had been reached
we still hoped to bring the racists back to the world of /i=
sone The Sabotage Campaign of the early sixties was, among
other things, a letter to the government to reconsider itspali-
cles & draw our country out of the path of bleodshed and civil
war. In the words of the Manifesto of Umkhonto we Sizwe: 'We
‘of Umkhonto we Sizwe havé always sought = as the liberation .
movement has sought - to achieve liberation, without bloodshed
and civil clash, We do so stille We hope = even at this late
hour = that our first actions will awaken everyone to a reali=
sation of the disastrous situation to which the Nationalist
policy is leading. Ve hope that we will bring the Goverrment
and ite supporters to their senses before it is too late, so
that both the Government and its policies can be changed Befure
matters reach the desperate stage of civil war.,"

Whether armed struggle will bring more suffering nr-nnt
is not the point we intend debating.or do we intend turning a
blind ‘eye to the enormous sacrifices involved in a war, ' The
point is that the decision to turn to violence was forced on
our people. We had come to realise that -the overthrowal of
the racist regime by non-violent means would take another 50
years, or even more. The choice of armed struggle was forced
‘on our people-‘for the alternative would have meant submission
to perpetual bondage and servitude. All the same, such con-
cern for our .suffering  is bound to rouse some response. True
- enough, our acts of sabotage of economic installations coupled
~up with our call for the international isolation of the_apart-
heid state are bound to, in fact are-calculated to engender
certain economic set-backs and we also, the opnressed, will
definitely suffer-our share of the consequences. The acknow=
ledgement of this fact does not. and cannot in any way dis-
suade us . from the course we have chosen. The late Chief A.J.
'Luthuli as way back as 1964 stated: Sk .t”

&

“Hé are cnmmitted to suffering that will lead
to freedom - as it has been the lot of all
oppressed people before us from time immemo-
rial. What we are determined not to'do, cost-
what it may, is to acquiesce in a status quo
that makes us semi-slaves in our own country,"

w
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PAST EXPERIENCE |

In an attempt to project armed struggle as the cause of
more suffering the oppressors have always resorted to a cam-.
paign of deliberats and systematic genocide. ZXailing to
match the guerrillas in combat, the oppressors have always
let loose their anger, desperation and frustration on the civi-
lian population. We need only recall the barbaric crimes
committed by the Americans in Vietnam where the US air force
dropped more bombs than on the whole of Europe during World
War IT. The atrocities committed by the Rhodesian racist
regime of Ian Smith against the peoples of Zimbabwe, Zambia
and Mozambique défy description. The Rhodesian Sellous Scouts
cutthroats hunted down people like game, murdering innocent
and unarmed civilians in Chimoio, Nyazonia and numerous mas-
sacres. Whole villages, aettlementa and crops were destroyed
and razed to the ground.

This policy of genocide. haa always been accompanied by a
campaign of slander intended to depict the actions of free-
dom fighters in a distorted way. Numerous acts of banditry
have been committed in the name of 'terrorists's The a im
of all these outrages is to instill fear in the masses by
portraying armed struggle as an evil responsible for their un-
told miseries. This, it is hoped, will dissuade the people
from supporting their liberatory armies.

GROWING CAMPAIGN OF TERROR '
'ne South African racists, like all ﬂppreaanri everywhere,

- cannot be an exception. They've alréady demonstrated their
readiness -to.unleash any amount of terror in defence of
apartheid, They are daily committing untold crimes against
the Namibian people, Arrests, torture and brutal massacres
have become the daily life of this small, oppressed but fight-
ing people. The death sentences impuﬂed on 8ix combatants of
our revolutionary armyj Petrus Mashigo, Naphtalie Manana,
Johnson Lubisi, Anthony Tsotsobe, Johannes Shabangu and David
Moise in & period of barely nine months is one fine example
of Pretoria's naked brutality. - The app01ntment of the .
former commander of the Rhodesian Sellous Scouts, Colonel Ron
Reid-Daley, to head_the Transkeian army end many other tyran-
nical schemes attest to the extent to which the racists are pre-
vared to go in defence of the world-abhored system of apartheid.

' - This campaign of terror is not limited within the bounaa-
ries of our country but is extended -"to all countries within
the reach of Racist South Africa. The racist Premier P.W.
Botha has repeatedly threatened to attack all neighbouring
countries which "harbourANC terrorists". Numerous attacks,,

",



against the population and the economic infrastractures of
these countries have been launched with unbridled intensity.
By attacking innocent civilians and economic installations in
the neighbouring African states the racist rulers hope to
project our war for national liberation as a cause for more
suffering not only for our veovple but for the entire region.
This is calculated to discourage the peopires of these count-
ries from supporting their .brother people in their struggle
against the cancerous system of apartheid. But no amount of
terror can stop independent Africa from supporting our libera-
tion struggle. Each attack against independent Africa con-
vinces the people of these countries more and more that Africa
will never know peace and stability as long as South Africa
remains in the hands of the white racist minority.

UMEKHONTO WE SIZWE | :

When our army, Umknonto we Sizwe, was formed in 1961 it
declared in its Manifesto: "Umkhonto we Sizwe will be at the
front-line of the people's defence." This should serve as a
reminder to those who pose haunted by fear of future suffer-
ings that our people are no more defenceless. No terrorism
and repression will go unpunished. Our ability to defend our
people against all repression, be it police, administration,
employers, etc., have been clearly demonstrated by the two
explosions which rocked Parcs for Peugeot and Leyland in
Durban and numerous other attacks against administrative offi-
ces, plants, police stations, etc. As our army grows from
strength to strength such actions will grow both in scope and
intensity till the achievement of our victory.

VICTORY OR DEATH

When we decided to take up arms we were never geared for
an easy victory. We knew as we stil know that the struggle
will be long and bitter. No oppressor has ever surrendered
power to the people without stiff and stubborn resistance. The
South African racists will employ all their power in defence

. of apartheid and their resistance will giow stiffer as the
spectre of defeat looms over them, But we have demonstrated

alraadg our readiness to sacrifice our all in pursuit of the
lofty ideals embodied in the Freed om Charter. "Our

task, the task of the ANC and its allies, of the cadres of
Umkhonto we-Sizwe and of the popular masses of our country",
in the words of Comrade President O,R, Tambo, "is to take to
the battlefield with all its bitterness and fight through to
the brightness of a new day, a new South Africa..."
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The Spear Thrusts

Come fellow toilers transfixed in grief and penury
And bury your woeg in this fount of life

For your burden unsung the spear has known

And the road to salvation opened

The delightful day for vice has ended
And all the land in dark is clothed
Ne Doubt! This score of years aback
Portends victory for the down~trodden

Let all the guilty now beheld

The booming waves that f£ill this night
The nauseating wail of valiant rocketry

And this born=fire feeding on oil-from-ceal
Presages doom and oblivieon

Tireless and tenacious

Beyond twenty years of trials and tribulations
Baptised and tempered in the crucible of front-line
Forward the spear thrusts '

To the dawn of victory

Let all raise their fists in salute

Of this long and wary score

Echoing from Wankie to Rustenburg '
From Sasol to-Voortrekkershoogte

No less where three spears pierced

Like thirty wounded lions

Let all the fallen rest assured

There is glory where they lie

Their spears. point towards the final goal
Shining even brighter in the course of the day

And let to the occasion rise the living
For in their hands now rest the spear
And it is on. them where history

Awaits the final prize.

—

- DILIZA DUMAKUDE
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 BANTUSTANS - Splitters of
- National liberation Forces

- CHRIS MTHULI

As a vanguard movement o. the revolution in South Africa,
it is the duty of the ANC te muster all freedom=-loving and
demucratic forces arrayed against the xacist Pretoria regime
both within and without our country for its speedy and inevi-
table destruction to establish a government based on the will
of all our people (black and white). Whilst recognising the
absolute necessity of working in reactionary institutions with
the aim of undermining them from within, we should also be
brutal against incorrigible quislings who camouflage their
treachery by projecting enemy-created Bantustan community
councils, South African Indian Council, etc., as instruments
of change. To regard Bantustans, the enemy's strategy of
Idivida and rule" as a force worth mobilising is self-defeat~
nge - sk (0
The Bantustan system is the direct oppesite of the aspi-
rations of our people for unity expressed as way back as 1912
with the founding of the African National Congress. .From its
inception in the late 19th century, the sinister
concept of reserves, bantustans or ' homelands'
was and is based on the fallacy that the white sett- °
lers occupied uninhabited areas-as they were moving north-
wards and on their way made contact with the African peeple
emigrating southwards., Nothing could be further from truth.
The truth however is that our people, fighting as separate
ethnic groups and armed with inferior weapons oould not
w-ithhold their positions from the northward
thrust of the marauding land-hungry settlers,

"LAND ACT

When in 1910 the British and Boers conspirators, in total
disregard of our. indigenous people, created with impunity the
Union of South Africa,-this marked the beginning of a system-
atised pillage and plunder of our country. The white settlers
were entrusted to hold'away the destiny of a country that was
never theirs, In 1913 they heartlessly enacted the Land Act
by which they would occupy 87% of the land, the most fertile
:.nfl minerally rich. The rightful owners of the land, inspite



of .their overwhelming number are supposed to be overcrowded in
the remaining 13%.

In 1925 they bestowed the President of the Union with
paramouncy over all the so-called reserves (this law has not
been repealed with the sham independence of the Bantuata.na).
The white government had not only robbed us of our land and
kept us in limbo, desecrating our very culture. .

TR ¢

is.l__se_._lz___w_anpla are expected to live,

Faced with an unprecedented growth of national feeling
in the post war years, the cynical Nationalist government
enunciated in 1951 the Bantu Tribal Authorities Act by which it
hoped to divert the fervour of nationalism to tribal reserves.
Transkei became a test-case in 1963 - we are told that it is
today independent, so is Bophuthatswana and Venda., This is
an outrage to our dignity and destiny. i

Our people have always been incensed and resentful of
these diabolical laws designed to render them landless. Since
the time after the Bambata Rebellion of 1906 until 1961 they
have shown their rejection of racist domination by all pos-
sible avenues sxeapt. armed struggle. This is evidenced
by the creation of the ANC in 1912 to unite the oppressed and
led the resistance against being relegated to hewers of wood
and drawers of water in the land of our. = birth.

The powerful Defiance Campaign of 1952 marked yet ano-
ther milestone of-renouncing the hated apartheid system recent-
ly introduced by the Nationalist Party which came to power in
1948, The Pondoland, Sekhukhuniland and Zeerust Revolts can-
not go unmentioned to show that our people have rejected Ban-
tustans on a national level, '

FORCED CITIZENSHIP Bl R

To an African city dweller, Bantustans mean forced citi-
zenship and forced removal when he can no longer produce wealth
for the white boss. . For those in the countryside it means
forced removal at any moment depending on the whims and cap-
rice of the racist president, The Freed om Charter
sets outclearly what we the people of South Africa aspire for.

The Bantustans have however net only been created to -
frustrate our pelitical aspirations, a role they play with

outstanding zeal, Transkei's Preclamation R400 and other rep-




ressive lawsj Sebe's brutality against trade unienists are

clear proef, Our erganisation, the African National Cengress,
is banned under Matanzima's repressive laws, They alse serve

" the econemic and military efforts of the Pretoria regime,

But of course we know that the economic power that Racist
South Africa is today, is attributed to the super-exploited
black majority who are now told that they belong to the barren
Ba-ntuatanl-

It is not by chance that the Bantustans are ecnnumlnally
wholly dependent on their white masters., Because these are
areas whose relief does not allow agribulture, atuck—hreedlng
or forestry to say the least. To all intents and purposes
there are no industries. They are over-crowded by elderly
people who have no social security after being rejected by
white industries, women and children who are by law denied a
normal family life for all the economically active men, family
men, are contracted through the migratory labour system to
lead the lives of prisoners in the compounds while servicing
the white economy from which they earn slave wages. Hunger,
diseases and ignorance are rife., The infant mortality rate
1s absolutely high. About half of every thousand babies die
before the age of five due to malnutrition and related disea~
ses, We know that in South Africa food is plentiful, but to
maintain high rates of profit it is thrown into the sea.

Life expectancy is despicable. To imagine that at least it
should be above sixty, in- our country. it is about  40-45
years. Our people cannot live long enough because all their
life is exposed to harzards calculated to destroy them. The
doctor patient ratio is alarmingly high and consequently
health services are very poor. The housing does not allow

- the necessary privacy in family and community life, The schools
are overcrowded and do not offer conducive atmosphere f o r
studying. To say the least about the concocted education te
keep us in perpetual -servitude, Train and bus fares are high
and the people in the bantustans are expected to pa.y 'l;axea in
a drive to have these self-sufficient,

- All these satanic designs no doubt show that the policyof
‘bantustanisation is an important and intepral . part,of the
systematic genocide against our people. We know that the Pre-
toria racists say the whites are a majority in South Africa -~
because Africans,divided on language groups, form minorities.
We also know that they encourage emigration to South Africa by
-whites so as to augment their number to back up their argument.'

PUPPET  ARMIES

. Because of the balance of forces in Southern Africa today,
‘l - . . '
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NAKED AMONG WOLVES

BRUNO APITZ
Chapter 9

Werd ef the event quickly made the reunds ef the camp.
Hefel's incarceration smelled bad, What was wreng? Prisen-
srs carried the disturbing intelligence inte the blecks. A
messenger breught it te the eptics barracks.

"They've just threwa Hefel and a Pele in the bunker,
Kluttig and Reinebeth get them, Semething's retten..."

Pribula and Kediczek leeked at ene another, treubled: the
military instructer im the bumker? What did that mean? The
news alse made its way rapidly to the infirmary. Van Dalen
behaved quietly when he hearda it. He was rinsing out dirty
bandages in the washreem, He drew his bushy eyebrews tegether
thoughtfully. This ceuld be a dangereus business. He was
tempted te drep everythimg and run te Bechew. DBut he had the
sense net te, remembering the cardinal rule fer all under-
greund functienaries, te remain inconspicueus, If it was
really dangerous, he weuld receive the proper instructions in
time,

Bechow heard abeut it threugh the reem attendants, whe
breught it frem the kitchem. He could ne longer stay in the
bleck, he was teo anxieus. He invented a pretext fer geing te
the clerks' reem. Fertunately he found Kramer alene, Kramer
had secretly been fearing an encounter with Bechew. He kmew
enly toe well why he had left the hard-pressed Hefel te ceme
to terms with Becheow's assignment by himself, It was the
secret resistance of his humanity that had bidden his cenaci-
ence te shut beth eyes after he had cenveyed the instructiens.
Have nething mere te de with it. See nething, knew nothing
more.,

Out of the same resistance he now argued rebelliously
with Bochew, whe repreached him fer net having superviged
the removal of the child right up to the departure ef the
transpert. "I did my dutyi" He defended himself tee leudly.
Bechew made ne reply te this. His disciplined way of meeting
reality, in whatever a l t er e d form it toek, made him
see at once that 1t was useless to quarrel abeut past mis-

;?kes. A dangereus situatien had come about thirouzgh Iofel's



arrest, His unfailing instinetteld Bechow that there was a
cennectieon between the arrest and Kluttig's and Reimebeth's
attempt te get their hands en the appsratus. The twe certaih-
ly suspected a member ef the underground in Hefel; they would
never have kicked up such an eopen rew ever the child., Bechew
pressed hig lips tegether and leeked fer ways eut, but feumd
nene,. What new? -

Kramer shrugged his sheulders helplessly.

"We wen t get the kid eut ef the camp any mere., I'm
glad I had it put semewhere else in time, Zweiling is behind
this."

Bechew listened with enly half an ear., He was thinking,
Only Kramer, as camp senier, was in a pesitien te find eout
what was happening te Hefel amd Krepinski in the bunker.

"Listen, Walter," he said at last, "yeu have te help.
There's ne mere use in keeping yeu half in the dark all the
time, You knew mere than I can tell yeu anyhow."

"What I'm met suppesed te knew I den't knew, even when
I de," replied Kramer, '

"Can anyene kear us new?"

"Just talk," Kramer grumblsd, Bechew: lewered hisg veice.

"Yeu knew that we have weapens. Where we keep them hid-
den is beside the peint. Hefel is the military instructer
fer the resistance greups. One of our mest impertant cemrades
De yeu understand?" 73 _

Kramer frewned and nedded silently,

"Nebedy knews what they're deing with him in the bumker
new,”" Bechew centinued. "One thing is sure, they'll give
him the works. If Hefel Wweakens, the whele apparatus can
blew up threugh him. He knews where the weapons are hidden,
he knews ;the cemrades in the resistance greups, he knews us,
the ‘underground leadership.., " B

~Bechew puased. . Kramer tee was silent,

~+ "Listen, Walter, yeu've get te find eut whether Hefel
keeps quiet. We can't get inte the bunker. Hew yeu manage
it," I have te leave te you, I can't advise you. Maybe you
can use Schupp." . SR~ i

Kramer had already theught ef this pessibility himself.

- "Whatever yeu hear, inferm me immediately. Yeu knew
what it's about new. Bé careful, Walter., Wheever yeu invelve,
enly tell him what's mest necessary, but otherwise - silemce!"

"Yeu den't have te teach me the ABC," grewled Kramer.

Bechew clapped him en the shoulder,

"I know, I know..." -

It was net Bechew's nature te lese his head when in ian-ﬂ



ger. His courage was net reckless, it was the sort that wei-
ghed ene factor against anether, observed and calulated. When
Bechew had recognised semething as cerrect, he carried it
threugh with quiet perseverence, sometimes ewven without the
knowledge of his cemrades, as when he hid the six carbines

that were smuggled into the camp in August, 1944 under cever
of the confusien caused by nn-Alarican'baﬁbarinant.

ONE SUNDAY AFTERNOON

One Sunday aftermoen at the end uf.Auguat Bechew stelled
te the infirmary with Kediczek and Pribula., Van Dalen jeined
them, and the four sat dewn on a benah epposite the leng main
bayrack ef the infirmary. They had met because Bechow wanted
to tell them the hiding place,

"You saying noew where they be," urged Pribula, j

He meant the carbines. Bochow smiled in the
corner of his mouth, "Yeu're sitting right in front of them."

Pribula and the ethers leoked acress the epen space
befere them, and their stealthy glances greped over the fremnt
. of the main barracke. Bechew helped them with a silent, imdi-

cative nod ef'his head tewards the green flewer bexes en the
windew sills, where red geraniums bleomed,
.~ Van Dalen was the first te understand, _

"In there?" he whispered, astenished, Bechow's eyes cen-
firmed it, ' Speechless, they stared at the flewer bexes, B-uh-w
enjeyed their surprise.

"Would you have agreed with me," he asked, "if I had
propesed that hiding place?" .

Ne ene answered; their silence said no.

"That's beld," said van Dalen at last,

"But clrraut," Bechow added quickly. "People searching
for anything creep inte cerners but paua hy & thing that'n in
front. of their neses, and besides..."’

Bechew stepped ghert. An SS man was turning in frem the
infirmary xread te the main barrack. He walked carelessly past
the flewer bexes. DBefere the last one, hewever, beside the
entrance, he paused, Semething abeut the bex had areused his
interest., In alarm Pribula-grabbed at Bochew's hand, which
was resting on the bench, They saw the SS man straightea a
geranium which was hanging creekedly out of tha bex, and press
it into the s0il. They fellewed the SS man's actiens im the
utmest suspense,. Bochow smiled cenfidently.. And smiling, he
finished the interrupted nantunca after the SS man had (ilnp-
: pearad into the barrack. ’

".es and besides the “ntilunta.l beasts HiIl destrey pee-
ple, but not flewerg..." -
52
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They said mething, The ingidemt nad cemvinced them,
But Bechew was net as ocenfident teday as he had been

then. Anxiety dreve him te Begerski. Every heur was cestly,
fer any heur might bring a catastrephe ef incalculable scepe.
The pressure eof time cempelled Bechew te by-pass the law ef
caution, Perhaps a safe eppertumnity ceuld be feund te cenfer
with Begerski abeut what te de, Anether lucky chance came te
Bechew's aid,

The Scharfuhmer et the bathheuse was leunging abeut im
his effice, the shewer reem was empty, and the prisemers ef
the cemmande were dragging te the diginfectien barrack the
junk which & mewly arrived transpert had depesited in fremt ef
the bathheuse, DBegerski was ameng them. Bechew unceremeni-
eusly Jjeined in, picked up a heap ef rags, and wemt with the
ethers te the diginfectien building. DBegerski had immediately
updersteed the meaning ef Bechew's behavieur and fellewed him
without seeming te do se. They had nothing to fear frem the
priseners, and they were undisturbed in the disinfectien bar-
racke They steed beside a high pile of garments that had been
tessed tegether, where they ceuld observe the entrance,

"If they seftem up Hefel there... If he deesn't held eut."

They leeked at ene anether dumbly. Begerski lifted his
arms a little, he had no ether reply. They hardly dared te
gspeak ef the monstreus danger, It was massing tegether, dark
and heavy, loeming like a meuntain. They felt their ewn help-
lessness., What ceuld they de if Hofel uttered just ene name...

Then the chain weuld unreel! And it weuld pull them «ll
into the abyss. Altheugh the erganisatien was well cameufla-
ged, it consisted of human beings. Determined human beings,
yes, defiant of any danger. And yet, ether laws
prevailed up there in the lenely cells ef the bunker, There
& man was alone with himself, and who knew whether he weuld
remain truly adamant under physical and mental terture er
would shrivel up inte a wretched ebject, inte a battered cled
of humanity where im view ef the tertures and a certain and
agenising death the naked imstinct of self-preservatien might
preve stronger than any will pewer and any ceurage? Every ene
of them had made a vew te die rather than betray. But bet-
ween a vew and its fulfillment lay many statiens in the um-

tried nature of a man,
Whioh individual ef all the thousands members ef the.

resistance greups ceuld say of himself that he weuld be streng
eneugh up there te held eut until the lasi?
"This can grew inte a landslide..." whispered DBechew,

Begerski wrenched his loek frem the emptiness in which he had
. 53



gsunk it., He smiled wearily, as if leaving the maze of uneasy
theughts behind him and everceming the weakmess ef the mement,
"What will be,” he said seftly, "we de net yet know atall."
Bechew's f a c e cleuded.
"We must have faith in Hefel," said Begerski. .
"Faith, faith! Are yeu se sure he'll hold out?"
Begerski raised his eyebrews,
"Are you sure of me? Or of you? Or of ethers?"
~In some anneyance, Bechew waved the hard questien away.
"Whe said that? Yeur heart said that alse?"
He sensed that beyond reason there was a bettomless deep
where all words and theughts were without echo and which gave

forth no answer. "So what sheuld we do?" he asked. ,
Bogorski shrugged his sheulders again. What could they

de? All military drill must be cancelled immediately. Ne
more weapon instruction must take place, ne greup meetings.
The extensive netwerk of the organisation must be sunk te the
-deepest undergreund- of concealment, That was all that ceuld
be done. To wait was the thing - wait and see. .

MANDRILL :

The confinement in the bunker had proceeded without any-
thing happening to the twe. None of the usual ill-treatment
had taken place, Mandrak, the Hauptscharfuhrer of the bunker,

who was just-in the process of devouring 'his breakfast -
there was a delectable smell of -fried potatoes in his office -

had gone out ‘inte the cerridor, chewing, and at a signal frem

Kluttig had locked up Hofel and Kropinski in o n e of
the cells together, was to come along to Reinebeth's office.

Mandrak did it unhurriedly. He let the other two go ahead and
first went into his room to put on his uniform jacket, He then
walked composedly into the report fuhrer's office, and button-
ed up his’jacket. He remained standing, although Kluttig and
Reineboth had beth sat dewn. Kluttig puffed in his chair,

with his thumb in the butten seam, Mandrak was still chewing
his breakfast,

"Listen, comrades," Kluttig began, "those two are a
special case, we're going to work on it together,"

"Interrogation till they talk," Reineboth interrupted,
twisting up a corner of his mouth in a sneer. ;
- Kluttig raised an admonitory hand, "For heaven's sake,
don't finish them off, either of them, we need them,"

He explained the ins and euts of the situation te Mand-
rak and teld him that with Hefel they had their hands en the
key man to uncovering the illegal organisation, Mandrak '

sﬂiatened without saying a werd; once he ran his tongue over



his lips. No interest showed in his face, whose ashen gkin
was covered With peckmarks. Ner did the dull gaze of his
epaque @dark eyes betray anything. A4s he steed
there befere the camp fuhrer he seemed almost submissive.
Kluttig had risen., "You knew now," he said impressively,
"what it's about."

MandrakK 8lowly put his hands into his trouser peckets and
asked in a low veice: "What should I de with them?"

Reinepeth drummed with his fingers. "Fondle them, Mand-
rill, fendle them," he said cynically.

Mandrak flashed a leek at Reinebeth out of the corner of
his eye; something like a grin flickered about his mouth, He
liked being called "Mandrill." ' This horrible name had the
weirdness and fearsomeness of the jungle about it, which Mand-
rak saveured pleasurably. He said little and asked less., And
when Kluttig anxiously interrupted, "Ne, Mandrill, leave them
both in peace fer the moment, we'll talk about it later,"
Mandrill turned his head slewly to the camp fuhrer and enly
nedded silently. He left the room, apparently finding it un-
comfortable te take his hand out of his pocket in erder to
turn the doorkmneb. Outside he shoved the door shut with his
foot. He ambled ever to the bunker wing. The long cerrider,
only about six feet wide, lay in constant semi-darkness. The
twilight was emphasised by the wan gleam of an eccasional naked
bulb in the ceiling. The passage was secured by a heavy gril-
led doer and, at the far end, a small barred window. Nething
moved behind the massive, iron-clouted wooden deors of the
cells, They steed on either side as ®tiff and stark as fune-
ral vaults., ~The only living being to pass through the corri-
dor was the bunker janiter, Forste.

CELL No.5
Mandrill went up te cell number 5 and pushed aside the

latch of the preephole, He leoked through it for some time,
The cell was completely bare of furnishings, without table er
chair, straw sack er blanket, It was an ebleng box, Six and
a half feet long, ten feet high and barely five feet wide,
Its sole fixture was the wire-in naked electric buldb in the
ceiling., In the rear wall of the cell was a small, heavily
barred windowe Mandril]unlecked the cell, Hofel and Krepin-
ski came to attentien in the usual military way. Without a
word Mandrill grasped Krepinski by the frent of his jacket
and pulled him ferward with his face te the deer, He did
the same with Hefel, whom he set in poesition in front ef Kre-
pinski and turned slightly to one side, He inspected the pri-
soners for pesture and pesitien and kickei them beth in the



kneecaps. "Stamd straight", he said darkly. "Wheever meves
gets slugged till he creaks la " He left the
cell and beckened Ferste te him, " N o feed,"

Ferste came stiffly te attentien as he received the erde

Hofel and Krepinski steed metionless, listening, Iike
affrighted animals. They riveted their eyes on the doer eof
the cell and waited fer the atrocity that might eccur at an) .
moment, Their thinking had beceme paralysed; enly their seng
of hearing was wide awake., They listened te the camp seunds
that filtered up te them from the gate. Out there everythin,
was going on as usual. Hew strange that was...

Crazy thoughts ran abeut Hefel, Yeu're in a concentra-
tion camp! What is that, really? Suddenly he realised that
he had fergetten the real werld, the life outside. DBeyend
the barbed wire he ceuld neither think ner feel, The enly
real and cemprehensible thing was the dull bellowing ef the
block fuhrer, the everlasting eutcry, the tramping and the
clattering., During the mement of tense listening, even this
reality seemed ghestly and spectral., All at once he theught
quite clearly: It's none of it real at all, it's only a
phantasm! Entering this ghestly reality as from far, far
away, Hofel felt an infinite tenderness:

eee 1 kiss yeu fervemtly...

But that toe was just as ghestly and Bhaiuwy, geeking itq
way, straying, lest. A cold shudder passed threugh Hofel. He
staréd at the iren feed flap on the door. He had fergetten
that Kropinski was standing behind hime.. >

And suddenly Hefel saw the reality! Only from afar, but
appreaching nearer, irresistibly., on tank treads and turrets.

That is real and that alene! Nothing else!l

All at once he became aware of Kropinski. "Marian..."
he whigpered, fer talking was ferbidden,

"Tak?" the whisper returned.

"The Americans are coming nearer all the time... it wen't
take much lenger..." Only after a short while did Kropinski
respone:

"But I saying that, always..."

They spoke no mere., They stood motionless. But deep in-
side them they had an ancherage. The reviving sense of life
pumped its warm bleed through them... '

Kluttig was having a regular fit of stage fright. He was
sitting in the casine with Reineboth. They had retired te a
quiet corner with a bettle of wine and were whispering secret-
ively with their heads tegether,

"First we beat the shit out of thems Then we let them
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>w in their ewn juice, and in the night we interregate
m till they talk." _
Kluttig drank dewn one glass after another. He squirmed
siously about in the chair. "And if we don't get anything
of them?"
Reinebeth seethed him: "Then we'll bash them till they
't know whether they're male or female any more. Den't
*y,' those babies will sing like nightingales."
Pleaged with himself, Reineboth pursed his lips, pushed
. mgelf ferward from the back of his chair and bent acress the
Jde to K1l uttig, who lapped up every word he whis-
red. |
"Now we've get to show what we can de. Do you know any-
hing about psychology? Listen, Herr C.am p Fuhrer,
c fel a n d Whoosie have to be dead as far as the camp
3 concerned., Their enly society is just us. You and 1 and
andrill. They have to feel as if God himself has forgetten
bﬁlﬂ." i ) o
He tapped Kluttig on the elbow; Kluttig blinked into Hei-
:both's sly face, and the latter waited until his thought had
enetrated Kluttig's brain before he continued: :
"The more gedferszken they seem to themselves, the more
sily we can squeeze the juice out of them. Mandrill gets
'rmission to play with them as much as he likes, he just
istn't let them conk out en us,"
"We'll thrash every single name out of Hofel separately.
$'11 do it, all right," he said in Emglish and added:
earn English and keep your eye on the ball, get it, Herr
Fuhrer?" He got up. "Man the guns," he remarked.
"Where are we going?" asked Kluttig.
"Te beat the shit ot of them," Reineboth replied amia-
ly. "Se soon?" Kluttig slowly looked up with wine-bleary
yes, | |

Reineboth recited: "Strike while the iren is het,"
Mandrill unlecked the cell. Without a word he grabbed

ofel and jerked him out into the corrider; Kropinski follow-
de lMandrill lecked the cell again. This brief moment of
eing unobserved sufficed Hofel to exchange. a glance with
opingkis there was apprehension in it, but determination
00, Mandrill kicked them in the backside and drove them out
f the bunker. As Mandrill pushed .the two men forward into
he room, Reinebeth walked up to Kropinski and took hold of
is jacket button. . ;
dE EXECUTION BEGINS

- "Where's the Jew brat?" he asked, and when Kropinski
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gave no answer, Rainebuth said forcibly: "Think it over,
Pole,"

Light wandered in Krnpinskl s eyes, he sought for a way
out. "I no understand German..."

That was hel ples s and clumsy.

"Ah," Reineboth replied, "you.no understand German. We
will give you lessons in German," Reineboth had deliberately
picked on the Pole first, Hofel was to leok on. Three of
fuhrers grabbed Kropinski and thrust him tewards the rack,
Krnpinaki had to put his féet into an epen drawer whiuh was

banged closed, Jjamming his feet in.
- The block fuhrers pulled Kropinski's trousers down and

threw him prone over the rungs of the slanting, trough-shaped

" rack, With practiced movements two of the block fuhrers pul-
led Kropinski's arms forward, held his wrists firmly, and
forced down his.shoulders. The third pressed Kropinski's head
against the rungs. Now it was as if his body were.screwed
down., Meantime Reineboth and Mandrak had made themselves
ready. Reineboth carefully pulled on the pigskin gloves and
experimentally curved the extra long cane, whlch was of finger
thickness., Then the execution began.

. Hefel stood as if stretched, a stifled cry’chnklnu in his
throat, his heart trembling wildly. He watched with ghastly
objectivity. Reineboth stood with his legs apart. Taking aim,
he laid the cane against the naked buttocks. Elegantly lift-
ing the cane, the supple upper part of his body bending back-
wards, he swung back his arm, and then the cane hissed through

- the air, C r a ¢ k ! Kropinski's shudder was the rearing up
of his body ,pinioned by the block fuhrers. After Reineboth,
Mandrill swung. This blow, executed with the same force, if .
not with Reineboth's Epnrtamanlike eleganﬂe. struck the hip
regian. |

Kropinski gave a suffocated gruan, his loins fluttered. i

The block fuhrers leaned down on his twitching shoulders, %
Again Reineboth established his aim with the cane, using the
burning red stripe of the first stroke as orientation, As he 4
swunz, his lower jaw jutted forward voeluptuously. Brigging |
down the cane on Krepinski's neck hE almed unrnugh his narrow-
ed eye at the red stripe. |

- Kropinski made a high, gurgling sound., With the indiffer—
ence of routine Mandrill struck at the kidneys., Cut followed
cut, Aimed with athletic precision by Reineboth, the blows
cracked down in almost exactly the same place. The red welt
widened, swelled and burst open. 7The pent-up blood spurted

out and flowed down the thighs. . Kropinski moaned in his wind-
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pipes This seemed te be what Reinebeth had been waiting fer.
i BensueuUs gmile hardemed, his eyes became
s.1ts, and the strekes that followed came dewn acocurately en
th= open flesh, Kropingki slumped, Reineboth and Mandrill
ir.terrupted the execution. While the block fuhrers lep go of
t# inert body and one ef them tossed a splash of water over
thes unconscious man from a pail that had been standing ready,
Reineboth cast an appraising glance at Hefel. He had steed
there the whole time as straight and stiff as a poker. The
horrer in his face had turned to stone. Now he felt Reine-
both's looktrained on him. Their eyes met, Reinebeth sensed
the effect on Hofel and was satisfied., Between his lips was

2 smile as thin as a thread, he shifted his eyes from Hofel
to Kluttig, coming to an understanding with the latter. Man-
drill had meanwhile lit a cigarette.

Kropinski meved; he made an effort to rise. The block:
fuhrers ferced him back onto the rungs. Mandril] threw away
his cigarette and the execution was continued. Awakened by
the gplash of water, Kropinski began to scream, and the bleck
fuhrers had all they could do to hold down his rearing body.
The strokes hailed down with savage impact until they both
thought it was enough. The block fuhrers pulled up the mart-
yred Kropinski from the rack and flung him.asidu. Kropinski
collapsed like a sack, -

"GCet upit” Kluttig yelled.

Mechanically Kropinksi tried toc carry out the order., With
trembling arms and legs he got to his feet and remained sha-
kily upright.

"Pull up your pants, you swine!" yalled Kluttig again.
"Or do you want to shew us your posies?”

Kropinski reacted like a robet. -

Reinebath poked Hefel in the chest with the bloedy tip ef
the cane and pointed to the rack. There-was something invi-
ting about the gesture: Wen't you kindly take your place,..

Stiff-legged, Hefel walked the few atupa and was stretch-
ed over the rack by the block fuhrers.

i T0 BE CONTINUED IN NEXT ISSUE.
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DISCIPLINE IS THE
MOTHER OF VICTORY

RADIO LUSAKA

RADIO LUANDA:

RADIO TANZANIA:

LISTEN TO RADIO FREEDOM, VOICE OF THE
AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS AND THE
PEOPLE'S ARMY, UMKHONTO WE SIZWE.

RADIO MADAGASCAR: shartﬁuue 49 m band, 6135 KHz,

8-9pm daily.

shortwave 41 m band, 7.3 MgHz,
8-30-9am daily.

shortwave 40 m & 30 m bands;
medium wave 27.6 m band, 7.30
pm dazily.

shortwave, 19 m band, 15,435
KHz,

8.15pm Sunday, Monday,
Wednesday, Friday; 31 m band,

6.15am Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday.

Learn well how to seek revenge.
Courage but intelligent courage!



ACT NOW!
STOP THE RACIST MURDER

NAPTHALI MANANH PETRUS MASHIGO JOHNSON LUBISI

f \

ANTHONY TSOTSOBE JOHANNES SHABAHGU DAVID MOISE

FIGHT FOR THEIR RELEASE

PROTEST TO: P.W. BOTHA,
UNION BUILDINGS PRETORIA

SOUTH AFRICA.



