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Our Word.

HE least politically conscious amongst
us becomes daily more aware that
South Africa is facing the threat of
Fascist domination. In passing through
this historical process we are following
the path blazed before by Hitler, Muss-
olini and Franco and we the people,
as were the people of Germany, ltaly
and Spain at the time of the rise of
Fascism in their countries, are faced
with the problem of uniting all the
democratic forces of South Africa to
preserve what is left of democracy after
two and a half years of Mationalist
Party rule.

It would appear superficially that with
the great common purpose of rooting
out this evil before it is too late, un'rf¥
among the freedom-loving people o
South Africa should be easy to achieve.
In fact, the problem is extremely difficult
and is one which was never successfully
solved by the democratic people of
the other countries which have suffered
Fascism.

The technique used by would-be dic-
tators has in each case been exactly
the same. Until they were firmly in pow-
er they studiously avoided any frontal
attack which would serve to unite all
the groups whose only common denom-
inater was a degree of opposition to
fascism. Instead, they undermined the
tradition and practice of democracy
in a piece-meal fashion by attacking
the rights and freedoms of the political
groups of the Left with the 1ac’t con-
sent and often the approval of the
centre and Right-centre. The conserv-
ative and reactionary elements could
never decide to align themselves with

~

ECLIPSE?

groups and parties to the left of them
and stood idly by until one sector after
another of the Jeml:u:raﬁc front crum-

bled and fell.

This process is all too evident in
South Africa, where, unfortunately,
there has to date been no really deter-
mined opposition by the United Party
te Maticnalist measures designed to
whittle away and eventually destroy
the democratic rights embodied in our
constitution. It is true that in previous
sessions of Parliament the United Party
debated so eloquently that the Nation-
alists were time and again obliged to
fall back on the Guilletine to put an
end to their embarrassment, but the
simple arithmetical truth is that in Par-
liament the United Party is in the min-
urinvl and they can talk themselves blue
in the face w.thout making any impress-
ion on the Nationalists who know what
they want and are determ'ned to force
it i{nmuqh. If the United Party is pre-
pared to make a real contribution to
the struggle it will be necessary to
face the simple truth and to employ
their forces in the extra-Parliamentary
sphere. They must go to the people
with a clear message that an attack
on the rights of the Coloured pecple
or the Indians or the Africans is an
attack on the rights of every one of
us. They must forget their respectabil-
ity and the smugness born of that res-
pectability and come down into the
arena to fight the Fascist menace with
what strength they have and the aid
of anybody of whatever pelitical com-
plexion who can be drawn in as allies
until the menace is passed. Then will
be time encugh for +Ea various parties
to sort themselves out and return once

more to the struggle for the advance-
ment of their particular point of view.

At its recent Conference, the Labour
Party passed a resolution calling, in
effect, for an alliance with the United
Party, in an effort to oust the Nation-
alists. This move was received with very
mixed feelings, but it is a step and a
potentially important step in the right
direction if the underly'ng prim:Frla is
understood and acted upon by all con-
cerned. The situation is far too serious
and the time far too short to permit
of mere political manceuvring and the
placing of p-arg inferests above
the broader considerations of the pre-
servation of democracy. We of the
Springbok Legion who have preached
this message since our inception must
do all in our power through the political
parties to which we may belong, and
in every other way possible to convince
people that all anti-Fascist elements
must unite now or democracy in South
Africa will perish.

Atiention
- Cope Town Members

Legionnaires living in Cape
| Town area whose conscienses are
| worrying them, and who wish te
1 ir Branch to increase its

IXEETN

s

| assist
- activity, are asked to contact Mr.
. A, P. Jenner, 20 Stanford Road,
| CLAREMONT, CAPE TOWN.

|
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YOU’RE TELLING US

Lellers lo the
THE TREKKERS AND THE TRIBES

The Editor,
“Fighting Talk™
Sir,

It is time someone challe the
assertion that the Voortrekkers saved
the Natives from extermination. It has
been made often enough, most recently
by the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr.
N. C. Havenga when he unveiled the
monument to Sarel Cilliers at Kroon-
stad last Dingaan'’s Day. He is reported
to have stated that “it was the
Voortrekkers that the Native was spared
extermination” (Sunday Times, 17th
December, 1950).

The Trekkers did many great things
ool el Tl i
extermination. To su i
miumdiamrtﬂtgg;f:taﬂfhiutnrjr.
Such a distortion is unjustifiable—even
if it has political value. While it is not
suggested that Mr. Havenga deliberately
misconstrued the past, it 13 nevertheless
true that he should not use history to
justify a political concept—this time it
was Apartheid—unless he is certain
that his facts are correct. A brief ex-
amination of the assertion will show
that it is not even a partial truth.

The statement is a vague one. What
Natives were saved from extermination?
The implication is that the Bantu as
a whole were spared; that had it not
been for the Trekkers there would have
been no Natives today. This is, of
course, ludicrous. The Trekkers made
no contact, direct or indirect, with many
Bantu tribes. The Xosas on the Eastern
frontier and the milling tribes pressing
down behind them were outside the
gphere of influence of the Trekkers,
save that their position was if anyﬂmﬁ;ﬁ
made more difficult by the policy whi
the Natal Trekker Republic adopted
of drafting all “surplus™ Natives south-
wards. In any case the Xosas and other
coastal natives were in no danger of
extermination. True they had been for-
ced to flee southwards by Shaka, the
marauding Zulu chief, but this is very
different from extermination. Their
numbers were in fact increasing and

Edilon

even were it true that the Trekkers
saved some other native tribes from
extermination, there is reason to
think that these coastal tribes would
alone have ensured the continuance of
the Bantu people to the present day.

The Bantu tribes which were directly
or indirectly in contact with the Trek-
kers were the Zulus, Matabele and Ba-
suto (the Great Thres) and a number
of smaller tribes in Free
State and Transvaal. From what sort
of extermination did the Trekkers save
these people? As they had no foreiga
enemies besides the Trekkers themselves
the danger of extermination could only
have resulted from starvation and dis-
ease on the one hand or internacine
strife on the other. Disease and star-
vation were admittedly more rife than
is generally realised. Food was hard
to come by and pernicious diseases such
as TB even then sapped the wvitality
from the people. But they were in no
danger of extermination then by star-
vation and disease than they are today.
In any case, the Trekkers did I
little to rid the land of these two scour-
ges,

Mr. Havenga's claim resolves itself
therefore into one that the Trekkers
spared the Natives from extermination
by their own kith and kin. True the
Trekkers did much, particularly in the
Transvaal, to bring an end to the inter-
tribal strife which had caused havoc
for generations. But neither this strife,
nor the more terrible campaigns of ty-
rants such as Shaka and Mosilikatze,
at any time threatened the survival of
the MNatives. Shaka's i have
been greatly exagperated. As research
work progresses, it is becoming more
and more clear that Shaka did not slaugh-
ter millions. A most recent hi “His-
toric MNatal and Zululand™ which was
written by Mr. H. C. Lugg at the re-
quest of the Natal Provincal Council,
Efﬁmnﬂmmrliar rﬂ?]:;hﬂ which show

t at height of his power in 1823,
Shaka’s subjects did not pumber one
hundred thousand and that his army
never exceeded 15,000. However terrible
these 15,000 may have been, they could
never have extermmated the other Ma-

ing of the people thus toock place.™

Dingaan may have been as blood-
thirsty as his brother, Shaka, but he
lacked his military genius and was cer-
tainly less su in his marauding
activities. The Matabele were blood-
thirsty and their ulsion across the
Limpopo by the Trekkers saved many
tribes from their ravages, but this cer-
tainly does not mean that the tribes were
saved from extermination. Even had
the Matabele exterminated these smaller
tribes, they could not have wiped out
the Zulus. Had the Zulus exterminated
them, on the other hand, there would
still have been the mighty Zulu nation .
to perpetuate the Bantu people. Moshesh,
the Basuto chief, was also very power-
ful and caused some uneasiness to small
tribes within his reach but his actions
led to the death of even less than were
killed by the Matabele.

No, the Native peoples were never
in any real danger extermination,
however hard life may have been for
them. They lived a life ﬂféﬁhﬁng but
mmg;ti?'ehr few were killed. The
Tre slowly subdued and subjugated
many tribes and thus decreased the a-
of finally breaking the power of the

reatest tribe, the Zulus, was accomp-
British aurhority in South Africa.

It is seen therefore that there iz not
a shred of evidence that the Natives
were in any danger of extermination
from E.:::h the Trekkers could have
saved . And those who perpetuate
such a canard not only do a disservice
to their fellow South Africans today,
but also to the gallant Trekkers of a
century ago.

Yours etc.,

HISTORIAN
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HARDWARE.
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J—— —

ELIONS

|44, Yoortrekker Road,
GOODWOOD.
L
We are Stockists of MEN'S, BOYS
and LADIES QUTFITTING,
L
We take Lay-B ;m on Anything you

elect,
L

SMALLEST DEPOSITS TAKEN. |
___‘_.=_I

=

Day Phone 25-3943.
Might Phons 25-3798.
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————
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P.O. Box 4435
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President Street,
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l=_
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POLIO
FUND

’I Tal. 22-9977. . -
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“HERCULES” Shlrfs & Trousers
“ESKAY jUNIOR"

Donald Duck and Mickey Mouse
Kiddies' Clothes.

Featuring the famous Walt Disney
(copyright) characters.

@
Trade enquiries ;
ESKAY SHIRTS (Pty.) Ltd.
P.O. BOX 425 - - CAPE TOWN

DELICIOUS AND REFRESHING

FRUIT TABLETS

Each tablet is individually wrapped.
IN ALL POPULAR FLAVOURS
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A LETTER TO THE
MINISTRY OF
TRANSPORT

15th Nov., 1950,
The Secretary,
The Minister of Transport,
Union Buildings,
PRETORIA.
Sir,

After requests from Non-Buropean
Ex-Servicemen, and a recommendation
from the Legion’s Non-European Sub
Committee my National Executive Com-
mittee wishes to express its concern at
the number of accidents involving Non-
European Train and Tramway pass-

ENgers.
My Committee requests the Minister

to consider the holding of an enquiry
with a wview to ascertaining whether

the preponderance of accidents invalving
Non-Europeans is not due in part to
the failure of the authorities concerned
tc insist on the same standards of safety
that are demanded in conveying Euro-
peans. In particular, reference should
be made to:-

{a) Age and condition of vehicles and
rolling stock.
(b) Overcrowding.
(c) Maintenance of vehicles and roll-
ing stock in good order.
{d) Experience of Drivers.
(e) Speeding.
Yours faithfully,
(5gd.) P. ]. HODGSON.
National Secretary.

.... AND THE REPLY

Ministry of Transport,
Pretoria,
5/1/51.
Dear Sir,

With further reference to your letter
of 15th November, 1950, concerning
the Eta.uufdardathanf safety T.fmmnm
respect transport of non-Euro-
. I am directed by the

pean
Hon, the Minister of Trans to in-
form wyou that the Administration makes

no differentiation whatever in this con-
nection between Europeans and non-
Europeans.

- As a matter of fact, most passenger
and mixed trains convey both Eu::gc{n
and non-E passengers, in
those cases w separate traing are

provided the ing of such trains is
minmdﬁhhﬂmupﬁththaruw
- ning of other trains that differentiation
is virtually impossible. Eur dri-
vers, firemen, guards and ticket exami-

expose these servants to the same dan-
gers as the non-European passengers.

In s0o far as Railway accidents in
general are concerned, an active cam-
paign is in to improve the
standard of safety. Tramways, of course,
do not fall under this Administration.

In so far as the specific points men-
tioned by you are concerned, I am to
give you the assurance that no wehicle,
irrespective of age, iz allowed to run

in an unsafe condition.

Axles are regularly and are
renewed at stipulated intervals, or ear-
lier if warranted. Every precaution is
taken to ensure that the vital unseen
parts, particularly the running , on
which safety is mainly dependent, are
maintained in safe running , It is
appreciated that to the eye of a layman
some of the rolling stock used appears
to be aged, but the system of examina-
tion and check-records in force is such
as to ensure that the safety of the tra-
velling public is adequately safeguarded.

The unprecedented development of

non-Eur er traffic, coupled
o Buopean pamenges. i, oo
immediately prior to and during the
war as well as during the post-war years,
resulted in a large measure of ower:
crnwdiuitltakmg ace. New stock has
and is being acquired, however, and
every endeavour i3 made to cater for
this traffic in a satisfactory manner. In
this connection it may be mentioned that
48 new 3rd class main-line saloons (in-
cluding 25 steel coaches) have recently
been placed in service, and it is antici-
pated that a further 77 will become
available during the current year. In
regard to 3rd class suburban services,
57 new coaches have been introduced in
the last 12 months.

From the foregoing it will be seen
that this question continues to receive
every attention.

Extant instructions provide that only
specially-selected, experienced drivers
special and first grades only) are
permitted to drive passenger trains.

Established cases of speeding are re-
latively few and far between. Strong
disciplinary action is taken in any case
where a driver has been found to have
exceeded the maximum issible
wd- Tests are at present being con-

cted with a view to obtaining a reli-
able type of speedometer to assist dri-
vers in this connection. This matter has
been engaging the attention of the Ad-
ministration for a long time, but no en-
tirely suitable type of instrument has
so far been found. The indications are,
however, that the type of instrument at
present under test will prove suitable.
The progress made with this work was
unfortunately retarded by the war and
post-war conditions. |

In view of the comprehensive precau-
tions in force to protect the safety of
the travelling public — both European
and non-European — and the close at-
tention continually being given to this
matter by the Administration, the Minis-
ter feels that no good purpoee would be
served by appointing a committee as sug-
gested by your Legion.

Yours faithfully,

(Sgd.) H. H. HUMPHREY,
Administrative Secretary.



FIGHTING TALK

January, 1951.

UNDERWEAR MANUFACTURERS

(EDMS.) BEPERK

INTERLOCK WOL- EN
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(PTY.), LTD.
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Transvaal and O.F.S. Branch:
P.O. Box 1325, Johannesburg.
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P.O. Box 2420, Durban.

&
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The BETTER Yeast Extract.
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® Spotlight on....

the end of the war the Health Foundation was chosen by

A LIVING

the soldiers them-

T
A selves as a fitting memorial for their dead. It was a spontansous idea that
arose in the battlefields of Italy. Their battles over, the men had laid down

their arms. Their
But mingled in these bright hopes

hts of h d thei
 hes w:: .fhl:ll:lghiu;im dead comrades who

s were of the future.

had no future to which to look forward. And, during these days of joy and
anguish the men whe would shortly leave for home determined that the m-mn?

of those who remained woul

d be preserved forever by something splendi

lasting, living and worthy of their sacrifice. Something that would make the coun-
that these men died for a healthier one, a stronger and better one, and that

this would be achieved in their memory.

From noble thoughts as these, sprung
the unique concept of the Health Foun-
dation as the country's Mational War
Memorial, As an earnest of their faith
in their ideal the soldiers gave £17,000
which was later supported morally and
financially by the ment of that
time and the people of South Africa.
That was four years ago.

During the intervening years the
Fealth Foundation has worked slowly —
but surely — finding out in what ways
the soldiers’ ideal could best be achieved.
It spent three full years in investigation
ond planning. Three years, not wasted
but essential, if the ultimate usefulness
of the Foundation was to be built on
solid ground and was to be of real value
to our country.

Its achievements during this time can
be summarised as follows:

(1) Roll of Honours The Foundation
has set aside the necessary money, help-
ed to list the names of those who fell,
and made the arrangements for the
production of a Roll to be prepared on
vellum and housed in a suitable shrine.

(z) Bursaries: 115 bursaries have
been allotted to students of social stu-
cies, mothercraft, personal hygiene, nu-
trition, etc. Among these are 23 Euro-
peans, 15 Coloured, 2 Indian and 356
Mative students.

(1) Propaganda for Health: The
Foundation has organised lectures, pre-
pared and released pamphlets and press
statements and . P and
presented expert evidence on school
feeding, shortage of nurses, etc, and
issued monthly a magazine, “Founda-
tion" with a circulation of 10,000 —
all as an essential part of its aim to
arouse sound and  informed interest

throughout our land in health and in
the Foundation.

{4) Projects: Pilot community cen-
tres have been erected at Moroka (Jo-
bannesburg), Goodwood (Cape), New
Brighton (Port Elizabeth) and Duncan-
ville (East London): the first two of
these have been running for some time
past., At Mount Coke (Ciskei) playing
tields with a sports centre have been
provided. At Pretoria a European lunch
and rest club for workers has success-
fully provided nutritional and recrea-
tional services — as the nucleus of a
community centre. At Edendale (MNatal)
and Lamontville (Durban) and in the
Ciskei, trained social workers have been
appointed to prepare the way for, and
to build up, community centres. A mag-
nificent site at the mouth of the Bu-
lugha River near East London has been
purchased for development into the
Foundation’s first European Holiday
Health - Camp.

This camp will help to meet the needs
of those families who find it difficult
these days to afford the annual holiday
by the sea; the break-away so eswsential
for health and happiness. The idea is
fast finding favour that towns and
villages should endow cottages at the
camp which will entitle them to name
the families from their centres which
will occupy such cottages.

At the community centres already in
action, run by trained workers of the
same racial group but under European
guidance, the type of facility provided
it: nursery school and creche. physical
tiaining, vegetable and food clubs, cook-
ery and sewing classes, handicrafts, etc.
Each of these centres provides primarily
for the family a= the unit of member-

MEMORIAL

ship; each of them is maintained from
the subscriptions and donations of the
members, from Governmental refunis
and from Foundation funds. But in each
of these Family Centres self-help is the
guiding spirit — they are places where
certain sfmple facilities are provided
tlirough which the members can achieve
health for themselves,

The Foundation stresses the import-
ance of European leadership, especially
in the matter of non-European health
ard welfare. It stresses the importance
of self-help and the over-all importance
cf the individual and of the family in
zchieving health. It plans no patchwork
relief of disease. It plans nothing that
will overlap the work of Government or
other organisations.

But it does say that whole health,
which means liveliness, happiness and
efficiency, can be achieved and main-
t.ined in our land if we are prepared
fully to attack these five factors adverse
ta health: ill-nourishment, bad surround-
ings, ignorance and lack of adequate
pkysical and mental recreation.

Nationally and in each of the Re-
E‘-ll]ﬂs the Foundation plans along these

nes.

The Foundation now, therefore, makes
itz first nation-wide Appeal for the
funds to proceed with its Living Memo-
riai. It is now appealing to the country
for One Million Pounds for Health in
our Time.

For what purposes does it ask for this
sum of money?

1. For the consolidation of a NAT-
IONAL FOUNDATION TRUST to
be used as a central fund for the main-
tenance of projects, for the assistance
of communities according to their needs,
eand for the maintenance of pressure
U}.‘Ilﬂ those responsible for the provision
of health measures,

2. A NATIONAL BURSARIES
FUND for the further provision of faci-
lities for the training of workers in the
wide field of health. '

It is hoped to establish “IN MEMO-
RIAM™ bursaries, dedicated to the me-

[Continued on page 15)
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The Cosl of Loving

“I suppose there is no law by which I

can sue Enteric Louw or spittle
by spittle for breach of promise, is there?
Or any law whereby I can sue him for
damages, because after all he has dam-
aged me a lot. Here | was a fine figure
of a girl, full of joy de weever, passed
J.C. with distinction in needlework,

worked my way up from serving in a -

Greek cafe in Boksburg to salesgir]l be-
hind the wool counter at Joseph Hore
& Sons in Johannesburg and as Mr.
Hore himself said on more than one
oecagion, “Misz van Gelden,” he said,
“you're a smart looking girl and a credit
to the firm.” Of course, some of the
other girls were a bit catty about that,
but then, you know what girls can be
like, don’t you?™

“Well, anyway, as I say, I really
was doing quite well, I shared a little
flat with an ex-service girl up in Braam-
fontein. She'd been in the army for
years and wears and knew a thing or
two, I can tell you. But we got on very
weell together, even though she did get
very narked when I borrowed a pair
of her nylons one night when I was
going out with Bert. You see, Bert was
my boyfriend. How we met was like
this.™ _

“He lived in a private house in Braam-
fontein and we used to see each other
in the bus queque. One day, just as
I was getting on the bus, my bag flew
open and everything tumbled out all
over the stairs, my lipetick, keys, money
my sunglasses and one or two unmention-
ables. Well, T did feel awful, but then
this red-faced young man came forward
and quickly picked up all my stuff and
handed it back to me and me standing
there like a perfect silly all over blushes.
S0 I thanked him and we sat together
upstairs,”

“Then we used to look out for each
other every evening on the way home
and one afternoon he took me in to
have a ‘special’ at the Greek cafe on
our corner. Anyway, it was all very
nice and he was one of these irritants
who came out from Scotland after the
war, came from Glasgow. He's a sheet-
metal worker and gets good money, but
he sends some money to his Mother
every month, which means he hasnt
a lot to throw away.”

“We got ever so friendly and went
to the bicscope and once or twice went
to a dance the irritants arranged in
the Ritz Hotel. After a time we both
kind of knew that we'd get married
and have a home of our own and settle
down nicely. And I thought of my first
class in needlework and I started mak-
ing tray cloths and crossstitch table-
cloths. It all looked ever so nice and
my gitl friend said she'd get me up
a kitchen tea.”

“As you can imagine, I couldn’t have
been happier, but now it’s all over and
I can see myself growing old and with-
ered and mean, a proper old maid. I
can’t help crying even as | write, as
I think of the future and think of all
the happiness I'm poing to miss. And
that’s where thiz Enteric Louw comes
in. Bert blames him for the whole trouble
and I'm afraid he’s right.”

“You see, we used to have a wvery
nice time — this was back in 1947,
but then this Nationalist government
came in and, my lewe, everything went
up like wildfire. First of all they put
my rent up. Dorothy couldn’t afford
the difference and left the flar which
meant for three or four months I had
to pay all the rent, which came out of
my savings, of course. Then the bicscope
went up, then the bus fares, then food!
that was worst of all, Tea, coffee, butter,
eggs and every time you bought a car-
toon of milk at the Greek shop it was
53d. As for meat, I sometimes bought
a couple of pork chops, when Bert was
coming over, he's very fond of a well-
done pork chop (oh dear! silly that I
am, I'm ing all over again, when
[ think of all the pork chops that I'd
have cooked for him. He's such a nice
boy, one of the best, really.) and those
chops used to cost the earth. What I
couldn’t understand is why vegetables
and fruit should cost so much. Some-
times tomatoes 1/- a pound, a few
peas 1/- a pound; as for peaches or
grapes, well, it was a sin to have to
pay such prices in this country, where
everything grows zo easy.”

“Bert was having the same trouble.
His landlady put up his board by £2
a month and Bert waadahrﬂ;wl 1:11:‘12 ;]fi

ses, as it was, Sai s} i
Eul;:;]m.rﬁng him, anyway. And when

he had to buy new flan-
nels and a sports coat and
a couple of shirts, he went
redder and madder than ever.”

“I found Bert getting more and more
short-tempered. I remember he got real
wild one night at the ‘Gaiety’. We were
in the queque for the 2/7 seats and
when we got to the pay-box, there
weren't any left and Bert had to take
3/10. Oh he: was wild! I could feel it
all through the film and it waz a lovely
picture spoilt. It was Tryon Power in
“The Black Rose” or “The Scarlet Tu-
lip" or something but Bert didn't care
itPiL was Tryon Power in his underpants
he was so mad. After the show he came
back to my place for some coffee and
[ happened to mention that coffes was
up another sixpence, and Bert burst
out, “Oh for Crissake, shut up about
the bloodey cost of ewverything. You
can't do a damn thing in this country
without going bankrupt. What chance
haz a man of saving up a bit to get
married and if he does get married,
what’s he going to live on? Talk about
kids, you haven't got a hope in hell
We can’t go on like this.™ And he just
suddenly went home. T was terribly
upaet.”

“I didn't see Bert for three days and
then he came to see me, and was very
sorry. He satd we must have a straight
talk. He had heard from hiz Mother
who wanted him to send more money
to her because the cost-of-living had
one up over there and Bert said he

idn't want to waste my time and my
chances. It was better if we didn't see
each other. He thought of going down
to the Free State to see if there was any
more money down there, but he didn’t
want me to waste my chances of getting
a good man. I told him I didn’t want
to find anybody better than him, but
it was ‘no . He was like a rock
and that was the end of my dreams.”

“I felt awful. For days I went round
like a ghost with red eyes. Even Mr.
Hore asked me if T was feeling alright
and I said ves I was, but I feel as if
all my life has gone out of me. I don't
cire what happens anymore. As I zaid
te Dorothy, when she came round last

[Continued on next page]
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THE December 3-in-1, which took the
form of a wariety comcert, was a
great success, Many people felt that
it was our best Christmas 3-n-1 ever,
which is saying a good deal. The a.mgm%
of May Cooper was really delightfu
and Nat Bregman iz so funny that I
now understand why the Plastic Theatre
is s0 well attended when he performs
there. The climax of the evening was
a sketch by Tony O'Dowd, “Red Tape
Blues”, a very funny burlesque of Ciwil
Service inefficiency. The cast, including
Joe Podbrey, Gerry Mackenzie, Monty
Berman and the usual quota of Legion
hams was obviously enjoying itself as
much as the audience, %mt il Wil
iams' performance as a fat, bibulous
Irish priest had to be seen to be believ-
ed, Cecil had such a good time himself
that he could hardly be persuvaded to
leave the stage. Roy Cousins is to be
congratulated on a fine production.

Bruce Anderson provided the final
item on the programme with three mag-
nificently rendered songs in Italian
which sent the audience home feeling
that they had enjoyed an exceptional
E\'enfng'sf entertainment.

Mr. Errol Wilmot, the well-known
critic, gave a lecture on “Committed
Drama” for our January 3-in-1. Mr.
Wilmot, who has the initial advantage
of possessing a beautiful speaking voice,
was so patently sincere in his approach
that even hiz opponents (some of whom
spoke very persuasively) found his lec-
ture intellectually stimulating.  The
theme of the lecture was the failure
of dramatists to use the medium of
the theatre to propogate “humanistic™
ottitudes to the fundamental problems
of our society, and the resultant dec-
adence of the drama generally and in
South Africa in particular,

The groups are busy arranging meet-
ings to discuss resolutions to our Branch
General Meeting. It is incredible to
think that a has passed since our
last Annual eral Meeting. It only
goes to show how busy we've all been.

If you are unable to attend your
Group Meeting, send in any resolutions
which you wish to have placed before
the General Meeting, direct to the

office.

THE COST OF LOVING

[Continued from previous page) i

night, “Talk about the cost of living,
it's the cost of loving that’s donme for
Bert and me." S0 Dorothy said she was
volunteering to go and fight in Korea,
I don’t know on which side, and why
shouldn’t I volunteer, too.”

“But I said, "Nbo, Dorothy, I don't
want to go all the way over there and
kill any Chinese or Americans or what-
ever they are, I'd rather stay right here
and get my hands on that Enteric Louw.
Bert says he's the nigger in the woodpile.
But, nigger or no nigger, he's ruined
my life: he's taken away all my chances
ot happiness and now I shall ]Ze an old
{I’_nalif. I!nate.ad of going to Korea thtg
wght, I'm going to start organising
old maids intgg a Cﬂmﬂlﬂndrg of Suffer-
ing Jets or whatever they called them-
selves in England. And we’ll hammer
the life out of Enteric Louw and Malan
and this Donga, whao's all the time hav-
ing a lovely time overseas, lunch with
the King and tea with the Queen. Just
wait until we women get him along to
our F::épa:w, I'll stick my nails into
him mircbabljr get the first bit of
cheap = in months and months. Do-
rothy says she knows where she's going
te attack Dr., Voorwaarts, she says she
knows where it hurts most.”

“D'vou know, I'm feeling much better
now that I've got this off my chest and,
believe me, I'm not going to rest until
we've got rid of these people who come
along with their dirty ways and ruin a
girl's life. And when we've done that,
then I'll find Bert again and I'll bet we
czn make a go of it. Do you think it
will be locking too far ahead, if I go
and put my name down at the 'Vic'?"
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HELD WITHOUT TRIAL

SEQUEL TO WITZIESHOEK DISTURBANCE

A JUDICIAL commission is sitting at

" present to enquire into the differ-
ences that have arisen between the Afri-
cans in the Reserve and the Gowern-
ment, differences that culminated in the
clash between police and members of
the tribe at which 14 Africans and 2
members of the S.A. Police lost their
bves, and scores of tribesmen were
wounded. Over 100 people have been ar-
raigned at a preparatory examination on
cha alleged to arise out of the clash
itself.

As these matters are sub judice it is
not possible to comment on the circum-
stances that gave rise to the hostility that
evidently exists between the people, liv-
ing in the reserve, and the authorities,
or the events that immediately preceded
the clash itself.

One matter, however, on which it is
possible to comment, iz the fact that, 14
members of the tribe are at present in
jail, where they are liable to be detained
for a period of 3 months, without trial.

It appears that in terms of the Natal
Code (as amended in 1932) the Gover-
nor-General{ in practice, the Minister
cf MNative Affairs) has the right to sup-
press agitation against the Government
by arresting any Native considered
“dangerous, to the public peace™ and
without trial imprisoning him for a pe-
riod of three months, with the right
to rearrest him again at the end of every
three months sentence — that is to keep
“Mative agitators™ in jail for indefinite
periods. This piece of legislation, which
violates the principle of E“h‘:: rule of law,
is dangerous in the hands of any Gov-
ernment, but particularly 5o in the hands
of a Government determined to promote
a policy, which is opposed by the peo-
ple most affected, viz. the policy of
apartheid.

Almost every country in the world
today has accepted the principle that no

rson shall be arrested and held in con-
Eiw:mmt on any charge without being
given the opportunity of answering the
charge at the earliest opportunity. This
opportunity is being denied the 14 men
at present r arrest. In this context
it should bé noted that in terms of the
Rioctous Assemblies Act, European men

may likewise be held in jail without
charge. The National Executive Com-
mittee of the Springbok Legion has ad-
dressed a strong protest to gﬂMm
against the use of this legislation, and
all members of the Legion who are con-
ccrned to ensure that the liberties of the
individual are safeguarded, should sim-
ilarly protest against this authoritarian
action on the part of the Government—
an action which iz a painful reminder of
the methods which have been adopted in
totalitarian states.

As in:;ll;t::;ted earlier, both a judicial
ENQuITry a preparatory examination
are being held, and without attempting
to prejudge the issues involved, but out

of the need to ensure that the people
concerned have adequate legal repre-
sentation, the Legion is making a do-
nation tg a fund which is being set up
for the legal defence of the people in-
volved. It is expected that the fund
will also be u;adthfnr the benefit of l:h;
dependants of those killed or injure
in the clash with the police.

An appeal will in due course be made
to the puﬁ'lc to support this fund, and in
the meantime members of the Legion
who are interested in seeing that the
Witzieshoek tritmm are able to ob-
tain adequate representation are
urged ?ﬂqmnm’bugﬂ Donations should
be sent to the National Secretary,
Springbok Legion, Main House, Main
Street, Johannesburg, and the Legion
will pass such contributions on to the
Trustees.

. Happy Endi: to the
MeCracken Affair

For the information of members who subscribed to the fund to hnfl
ung Brian McCracken to America for his operation, we publish this

from his father, Mr. C. H. McCracken.

Springbok Legion,
g6, Main Street,
Johannesburg.
Dear Sir,

information you require.

Africa, we have settled all accounts.

any other needy cause.

Yours Sincerely,

fund will be welcome.

In reply to your letter of the joth November, the following is the ||

Brian's operation was completely successful, and up till now has
been keeping remarkably fit. As for post-operative treatment in South ||

With regard to the remaining money, we would like to suggest that
it be used to help any sick child who would need financial assistance or

Thanking you again for all you did for us.
The Mational Executive Committee has decided to transfer the residue

of the fund to Accumulated Funds and to earmark it for Social Welfare
l’urpn:u. The comment and :ugt;nﬁnn: of those who subscribed to the

9, Phoenix Mansions,
Bertha Street,
Turffontein,

Johannesburg.

and. December, 1950.

(5gd.) C. H McCRACKEN.
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THE TEAR-JERKER

ME of the oldest tricks that a pol-

itician can pull is to get up on
hiz hind legs round about Christmas
time and plead for co-operation. A mul-
ttude of sins can be adequately cam-
cuflaged by one ssuch appeal, and the
wonderful thing about it is that it us-
ually works, The more platitudes and
cliches the speaker employs, the more
likely is the public to be lulled into the
belief that the appealer is a man who
hae worked all his life for co-operation
and would like nothing better than that.

Qur own Mr. Havenga used pre-
cigely this technique in his Christmas
broadcast to the nation, the only diff-
erence being that his terminology was
even more banal and his sentiments
even more syrupy than they usually
arc. But perhaps it is a question of
interpretation. After all, Mr. Havenga
did not say who must co-operate with
whom. He, of course has no intention
of co-operating with the Coloured com-
raunity or with any democratically-
riinded South Africans. He co-operates
with the Nats.

The only puztling feature about it
is, with whom will Mr. Havenga co-
operate, after he and his Party have
rierged with the Nationalists? On sec-
cod thoughts , however, the answer
is clear. Once Mr. Havenga has merged
with the Nats he need no longer appeal
fir co-operation; he can quite effect-
ively demand it. :

OMISSION OF ENQUIRY

SDL-[ETIH.EE the Nats are smart.
Sometimes they show an aptitude

for manceuvering which leads one to

believe that they do learn something
in their universities after all.

Take the Press Commission for ex-
ample, The Terms of Reference of the
Commission of Enquiry into the Press
Lave been so worded that go% of the
time will probably be spent by the
Commission in enquiring into the Eng-
lish press. The whole emphasis in the
Terms of Reference has been laid on
accuracy in the publication of news
1eports, and that is one point on which
the Nats expect to score. Accuracy is
very important you may say. Quite;
it is very important. But let us look
at it this way.

The only false news reports that can
be adequately checked are, naturally,
local news items, particularly reports
cencerning Gowernment  departments,
MNow it iz well known that the Gov-
ernment departments have, either by
cfficial edict or in practice, withheld
news whenever opportune from the
English-language papers. (Mr. Louw,
for example, has banned “The Star”
from his Department; Dr. Malan has
shown the door to the “Rand Daily
Mail™). The English-language news-
papers, therefore, can hardly be blamed
for assuming more in their news reports
than they would do had they freedom
af entry into the departments,

The result is that some of these re-
ports may be slightly garbled and evi-
dence could easily be presented by
Government spokesmen before the Com-
riission quoting chapter and wverse of
instances where these newspapers have
erred in their reports.

Since pro-Government papers are not
faced with such a dilemma, their reports
about departmental goings-on are usu-
ally verifiahle. In consequence, therefore,
the English press will receive the brunt

af the criticism.

The Terms of Reference as they
gtand are far too narrow to allow the
Commission to report fully on the state
of the South African Press. Why is
there nothing in the Terms of Refer-
ence of the Commission about racial
incitement, for example? The English
press is by no means innocent of such
a charge, but ch, my friends, what a
case could be made out against the
Nationalist sheets!

INCIDENT AT THE GATES

The story is being told of the Am-
erican psychiatrist who died (from
overwork, possibly) and found himself
outside the Golden Gates.

“Who may you be? enquired S5t
Peter formally.

“I'm a psychiatrist from the States”
came the drawled reply.

“A psychiatrist from Americal” ex-
claimed the Saint, “you're just the man
who can help us. Please come in at
once. We're having such a lot of trouble
with God. He thinks He is General
MacArthur!"”

'n Dame klim op 'n stukkende skaal
Die gkaal registreer toz 7o pond. Haar
ou man staan by en sien wat die gewig
is, Hy kyk haar aan en s&: ,Ek het al-
tyd geweet dat jy hol van binne is.”

* ® % ®

Mevrou De Gock: , Lena, waarom is
j¥ 80 laat vanmére?”

Lena: , Ag, Mevrou, ekskuus tog, ek
het my verslaap en die horlosie ook.™

w & &
Jan: ,,Adoons gaan kyk of die horlo-
sie wat ek reggemaak het, nog loop.”
Adoons: , Nee, baas, hy loop nie, hy
waai net sy stert.”
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A LIVING MEMORIAL

(Confinued from page 7)

mory of individual South Africans who
made the supreme sacrifice.

3. NATIONAL (EUROPEAN)
FAMILY HOLIDAY CENTRES
where those families and others who
con rarely get a holiday may find the
facilities for mental and physical recrea-
tion, sound nutrition and good surround-
ings.

4. REGIONAL ACTIVITIES —
which vary according to local needs, but
will include family, community and
sports centres, day nurseries, lunch and
rest clubs, playing fields, both for Euro-
[eans for non-Europeans as the
1.eed is present.

The Foundation believes that unless
the present drift toward ill-health is ar-
rested, alongside which marches increas-
ing delinquency and unrest, we shall
face disaster.

The Foundation claims to have. an
answer — comprehensive, broad, simple,
practical, attainable. It believes that the
soldiers were wise in their time and de-
sire for this ry;]:e of Living Memorial.
It believes, with President Kruger, mn
“mkbﬁ:'f from the past what is good™ and

ding the future of South Africa
through thE: health of all its citizens.

The Foundation believes, with the as-
sistance of men of goodwill, this can, and
must be done.

And how can men of goodwill help?
Iz there a better way than to take the
lead from the soldiers who established
the Foundation and give two days' pay?
They gave their donations to establish
a Mational War Memorial. You can give
yours to complete it, by making it pos-
eible for the Foundation to bring health
and happiness to the people of our coun-

try.

"Waonder what he's locking so smug abaut?"

Our Nationa! Conference—

Saturday,

7th April, 1950

MOCH'S

| [PTY.), LTD. CLOTHING II'I'_-IIIE.'I[;JSTRIES (PTY.),
706/7 Bristel Buildings, .
Cor. Mmﬁall & McLaren Streets, Manufacturers of all Types of
JOHANNESBURG. LADIES', MEN'S & JUVENILE
FOR YOUR COAL SUPPLIES. CLOTERbe
Promptly Delivered. Enguiries Invited.
. I8 High Road, Fordsburg,
F.O. Box 5891 Phone: m: JOHANNESBURG.
33-T870 Phone 33-1631 P.0. Box 174, Fordsburg.
L—__ . —

Unless otherwise stated, J. Podbrey, 37
Main House, Main Street, Johannesburg
is responsible for all political matter

contained in this issue.

Ons het U
STOP ORDER Nodig

Woburn Pharmacy

Henry Moz, M.P.5.

17 Wanderers 5t, JOHANMESBURG.
Talephons 22-8324 P.O. Box 4018
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UNIVERSAL
SALAD AND COOKING OIL

The Cook's Best
Friend

———— e a3 o e

'TRUWORTHS

| WHERE FINER FASHIONS ARE |

.E

HAVE YOUR DRESS BILL AT
|

LOWER PRICED ]

Branches in All Parts of the
Union.

Published by the owners, The Sprm_}huk LETO'I'I

CONCRETE

Spl"(ln & Newﬁeld

REINFORCED
ENGINEERS |

510-514 Bristol Buildings
Marshall and MacLaren
Streets,
JOHANMNESBURG

Box 7233 Phone 33-0270

Cor.

—— . ——— ——
=

o9€

PRETORIA .. WEST
FLOUR MILLING
CO. LTD.

145 Carl Street,
PRETORIA WEST

Boston Clothing
Manufacturers

(PTY.), LTD.

i Makers of

ARTIST
TROUSERS

45 Mint Road
h JOHAMNMESBURG

Fordsburg

I ALWAYS ASK FOR

CLIPPER

LUGGAGE OF DISTINCTION

Manufactured by

NATAL LEATHER INDUSTRIES

(PTY.), LTD.

33.37 Miller Street - - DURBAN.

delswa

|
L

sportswear i\
Regd.

Phons 22-9194
105 PRITCHARD 5T., JOHANMESBURG

~ OVERALL AND LINEN
MANUFACTURERS (Pty.) Lid.
Assaciated with

H. Horn (Pty.), Ltd.,
THE LINEM SPECIALISTS
Manufacturers of:

MEN'S & LADIEY OYERALLS

ALL TYPES OF HOUSEHOLD LIMEM.

LY BRAND |

The
Leading Overall

SUPPURT DUA

HDYERTISERS

4 Main Iluuu Main Street,

channesburg, and printed by Prompt Printing Co,
” Hlﬂrns Street, Westgate, Johannesburg.





