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FROM HERE TO ETERNITY

THE decision to experiment with the H bomb at Bikini

will stand as the most unparallelled act of madness in
all buman history. It was madness of a modern sort, starl-
ing not in the crazy aberrations of escapees from lunatic
asylums, but in the policy conferences of the foremost mili-
tary and political leaders of a great nation,

It was deliberate, cold, madness; cold war madness.
Its echoes reverberate still around the world; the bodies of
the burned fishermen are still lying in Pacific hospitals;
radio-active fish and ships are still iei.ng quarantined and
destroyed in Pacific ports; scientists are still questioning
whether the marine food supplies of the Pacific peoples have
not been damaged beyond repair.

And with the first horrible experiment barely over, the
megalomaniacs announce another with the “danger zone”
enlarged from six thousand to thirty thousand miles. And
even that is only guess. None can foresee the results of the
crazy act. None can state with certainty how far the radio-
active dust clouds or the radio-active sea currents will carry,
or the effect they will have on life anywhere on the globe.
Such considerations carry no weight in the United States
High Command and the Atomic Energy Commission. Men
who plan war care little for human life. The more fearful
the weapon, the more likely the victory. The more fearful
the destruction, the more successful the experiment! So runs
their reasoning.

To the horror of the whole civilised world, they offer
the lamest, most unconvincing of excuses. The explosion,
we are told from Washington, was of “unexpected” violence.
Grim echo of the murderer’s plea: “I didn't know it was

loaded!™ But now they know it is loaded! And still they
try it out again.

The old story of “defence” has a worse-than-hollow
ring. Here is preparation for deliberate mass murder, for
aggression newly defined by President Eisenhower as “mas-
sive retaliation.” Here is Chicago terrorism on a monu-
mental scale, planned by madmen to cow an entire world
which fails to bow before dollar penetration and its Coca
Cola civilisation. Here is the greatest, super-colossal demon-
stration of the superiority of the American way of life.
“Look on my works, ye mighty, and despair!™

There are ways that men have found for dealing with
thein murderers. Never were those actions more desperately
needed than now.

We deprive potential murderers of firearms, There is
need, and desperate need now for outright prohibition of
the manufacture and use of all atomic weapons,

We remove potential murderers from society. There is
need, and desperate need now, for branding the experimen-
ters of atomic weapons as war criminals, and driving them
from their places n? influence in every land.

We regard as equally guilty those who assist murderers
in their crimes. There is need, and desperate need now, to
brand as guilty those governmentz and bodies that help to
prepare atomic murder, by claiming that it is done “for a
a good cause™, the cause of anti-Socialism,

Governments, thus far, have failed to stop the madmen
in the White House. It is now for the people who value life
to make their angry voices heard, he}::}m they blast us al’
from here to eternity.
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.+ . “The Urban Areas Amendment Bill lays the foundation for the

next steps towards total apartheid . . . .”

Verwoerd Tries to Force Apartheid
on the Country

Clir. R. N. HARVEY.

THE Native Urban Areas Amendment Bill incorporates the

recommendations of the Mentz Committee, and at the
same time brings the Act up to date in regard to the so-
called “locations in the sky” problem as it affects Johan-
nesburg.

Briefly, the Bill takes out of the hands of the local

Authority any discretion that it may wish to exercise re-

rding the housing of its African population. It does not
sﬂu] with Sophiatown, Martindale, Newclare or Pn?wiew
which are covered by the Native Re-Settlement Bill, but
it envisages the removal of all so-called “black spots™ in and
around Johanneshurg and the transference ﬂ? the people
involved to an area which is an extension of the present
African residential area of Orlando, Meadowlands and
Moroka.

It is intended to remove completely Pimville, Nance-
field and Racecourse Township; to treat the Johannesburg-
Potchefstroom Railway line as the Southern border of the
native area. Western ].%atim Township will be removed; the
four males and one female single Hostels and Kensington “B”
will be eliminated; Alexandra Township will be reduced in
size to approximately one-third or less of its present popu-
lation, and the only people living there will be those who
are working in the Northern suburbs. The squatters of
Albertynsville will have to be taken into the Johannesburg
area insofar as concerns Africans living there who presently
work within the borders of Johannesburg.

The maximum number of Africans allowed in any block
of flats will be five, thus reducing the African flat popula-
tion of 20,000 to some 6,500.

When these removals are completed there will be about
60,000 Africans within the Johannesburg area who do not
live in the South West, and approximately 456,000 who do.
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THE families disposessed of their homes in this way no

longer have the right to expect a house to be built for
them, They will be given a piece of land and told that they
can erect there just what they wish. They will be in an area
of some 11,000 acres extending from Orlando to Zuurbekomn,
North and West of the Johannesburg/Potchefstroom railway
line. No prior consultation will take place with the people
mneeruedp; there will be no compensation for lost property
rights.

The African will not be able to choose where he wishes
to live. For example an African today living in his own home
in Alexandra Township but not working in the Northern
suburbs will be forcibly removed to the South Western
area.

The removal envisaged under this scheme will affect
approximately 160,000 people, from which can be seen the

extent of the upheaval in our present pattern of life that
faces us,

The already chaotic transport conditions existing in
the Orlando/Moroka area will be magnified by the need to
cope with about double the present population, and it is
impossible to estimate the time it will take for the railways
to deal with that problem.

The provision of serviced land without a house will
result in the development of a huge slum area under con.
ditions that defeat tﬂe imagination. Moroka will be a haven
of contentment in relation to the new district that will

Spring up.
O ] &) L

FREIM he financial angle no consideration is given to the

problems envisaged. Presumably the Council's fiev
hostels will be emptied and remain empty without compen-
sation to the City for the redemption charges current on
these buildings. The costs of the removal will be for the
account of the City.

The dislocation of flat life will presumably result in
this type of living beceming exceedingly unpopular, for it
is difficult to see how with the best will in the world the
African employed in flats is going to get to his work in time
te be of any value: to say nothing of the increased wages
that he will have to be paid to cover his transport and cost
of living away from the flat.

It is impossible to assess the dislocation to commerce
and industry. Instead of a moderately settled labour popu-
lation industry will have to be satisfied with what is vir-
tually migrant labour. As it is, the labour turnover in in-
dustry in Johanneshurg iz enormously hiﬁ!‘? representing
1009; over twenty months. How under these conditions
it i= going to be possible for industry really to train the
African in any one job and hope to keep him for any period
of time is beyond the wit of man.

The same Bill incorporates the provision that foreign
and Protectorate natives are to he expelled from the Citv.
The extent to which this will reduee our labour supply is
unknown, but is certainly very considerable.

o o o -

P\N interesting factor developing from the application

of the Native Urban Areas Act itself is now beginning
to show its effects, 1 touch on this as a matter of interest.
though in point of fact it is not covered by the new Bill.
I refer to tﬁe provision that defines a work seeker. Broadly
speaking any African who was not born in Johannesburg,
or has not worked with the same employer for ten years,
or has worked in the city for less than fifteen years, is
liable if he is oot of employment for more than 72 hours,
to be ejected from the city and transferred to some other
local or rural authority who needs his labour.
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This provision is being strictly en
forced, and though under present condi-
tions such labour can be absorbed in
the rural areas it is interesting to spe-
culate on what their position would be
in the event of a country-wide shump.
Suppose such an individual should lose
his job by virtue of a decline in our
economic activity, and suppose that his
services are not required by any other
local authority, or even a rural Auther-
ity. What then happens to him? Quite
honestly nobody knows, and the answer
remains a mystery. Presumably, ejected
from Johannesburg and acceptable in
no other place, he must remain suspend-
ed mid heaven and earth for the dura-
tion of the slump.

O

O O

THIS unadulterated picture of distur

bance, misery, poverty, with its
consequent disease and desperation, i=
offered to us as the implementation of
the ideal of apartheid. One cannot plead
that in doing this the authorities are
not perfectly aware of the results, It all
haz a deliberate intention, That inten-
tion is to do everything conceivable to
disposess the African of any roots, of
any stability he may presently have in
the city. Deliberately the situation is
created where only the relatively few

Africans born here will have any mea-
sure of urbanisation or stabilisation.

It is probably not.intended at this
stage to take the next step. What is in.
tended is to establish a position where
il will make it easy for a future gen-
eration to continue along the line of
eventual total separation. If and when
that time comes, and it is considered
desirable to move further quantities of
Alricans 1o our mythical Bantustan, that
van be done because there will be no
commitments,

If it is true to say that these propo-
sals do not immediately restrict our lab-
our sup]:ﬂiy it is nevertheless a fact that
they do freeze it at approximately its
present figure.

The future course is then obvious.
With a restricted labour suply indus-
try will find it difficult to continue de-
veloping in and around Johanneshurg,

and the only place where they will he
able to find =ufficient labour will be
around the perimeter of the Native Re-

serves. In this way the Minister hopes
that industry will then be diverted tu
those places, This tErnpusnl and its im-
plications are another story. Suffice it
to zay that as presently conceived the
Urban Areaz Amendment Bill lays the
foundation for the next steps towards

total apartheid, if and when South Al-
rica considers it desirable that they
should be taken.

O

TH15 cold assessment of the situation

does not take account of the hu-
man element; it does not dwell on the
distress and hardship that is going te
develop in the course of this upheaval.
That picture can be lelt to a belter pen
than mine. Suffice it to say that these
movements will have an effect on the
pattern of living of every man, woman
and child in the city, regardless of col-
our.

And it is all done in direct oppesi-
tion to the wishes of the people moat
concerned — the residents of I];hannns-
burg, This is the “scruff of the neck”
wlicy threatened by Councillor P. Z.
!I. van VYuuren, the leader of the Nat-
ionalist Party in the City Council. Un-
successful as they have ]ieen in Johan-
neshurg in the propagation of their fan-
tastic ideals they have now turned for
help to the Minister, who readily uses
the power he possesses to come to their
assistance.

It is the example par excellence of
the use of power in defiance of the
wishes of the majority and represents
a serious inroad into democratic rights.

Women are going to Prison for Pass Offences, says J. B. Marks.

HOUNDING THE AFRICANS FOR PASSES

HE rapid implementation of the “Abolition of Passes and
Consolidation of Decuments Act” has unleashed a
reign of terror, hitherto unknown in the annals of pass raids
in South Africa. The Africans are being hunted in the streets,
in locations, in their houses and on railway station plat-
forms, Police demand passes at bus stops in the early morn-
ing (many get to work late as a result and even lose their
jobs) ; and again in the evening as workers go home. Re-
cently a police raid for passes took place inside an African
restaurant and members of the raiding party went from table
to table demanding documents from the peu}:ﬁ. You are
not zafe even at home in bed. Police knock up the houses in
the early hours of the morning and demand passes from the
people they have rouszed from sleep.

All these raids are an essential part of Verwoerd's
Gestapo-like control of the African people. His “Abolition
of Passes Act™ (was there ever such a misnomer?) is east-
ing a fine net through wifich no African will be able to
slip, unregistered, uncontrolled, undirected to the labour
area where the N.A.D, deerees he must go.

It is not difficult to get the new pass book. On pay-
ment of 3/6 and the production of a current tax receipt any
African iz issued with it. But to possess the book does
not mean the end of trouble. Far from it. This only marks
the beginning of trouble. The applicant has to supply infor.
mation to officials at the pass office about his status. in-
cluding his birthplace and the name and address of former
employers, From this will be determined whether he can
remain in the urban area and work there. If it is decided

that a man may not be registered in the town, he is referred
to Room 53 at the Johannesburg Pass’ Office where, with-
out being told why or given a chance to state his case, he is
endorsed out of the area, ordered to go to a rural area and
ziven a brief period to comply with the order. Such victima,
who are summarily uprm:-l'.ug rom their families and friends,
have no provision made for them to start life afresh some-
where elze. Work on a farm or on a mine is to be their lot.
Not to leave the urban area means sooner or later to be
picked up in one of the constant pass raids, to serve a term
of fourteen days’ imprisonment, and then to be sent out of
the rity or back to prison again.

And now African women are being made to carry
passes and are being sent to jail for being found without
them. The Native Laws Amendment Act of the 1952 session
amended the Urban Areas Act so that today, under Section
10, no African (women included) may remain in an urhan
area or proclaimed area for longer than 72 hours without
the authorization of the local authority. Previously the
Governor-General had to proclaim specific areas closed to
entry and it had not been the practice to include women in
this prohibition.

In Krugersdorp women are daily being picked up hy
police vans and charged in court with pass offences. This
is one municipality that has started enforeing this prohi-
bition against women, there are probably others.

As tragic an existence as the pass laws have always
inflicted on the African people, it seems that the futnre i=
to be even blacker.
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THE CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE

In, this, the first of a series of views
on the Congress of the People, the writer
asks: WILL THE EUROPEANS BE
THERE?

“United by the aim of achiev-
ing full citizenship rights for all
South Africans, and by a common
desire 1o make the democratic as-
pirations of our people heard pow-
erfully throughout South Africa
and the world, a Congress of the
People is to be convened at a date
to be announced.

“The Cong®ess of the People
will consist of democratically elect-
ed representatives of people of all
races from all parts of the coun-
try, and will be the most widely re-
presentative gathering of South
Africans ever known in the
Union's history.

“The Congress will frame and
adopt a Freedom Charter express-
ing the will of the people of all
races, based on the decisions of
meetings and assemblies at which
delegates are to be elected.

“A Joint Planning Committes
of the four bodies has been estab-
lished to carry out the campaign
and bring the Congrese n? the
People to fruition.”

Resolution taken in Natal in
Mareh, 1951 by the African Nat-
ional Congress, The South African
Indian Congress, The South Afri-
can Congress of Democrats, and
The South African Coloured Peo-
ples’ Organisation.

ALREEDY, before the ink has had
time to dry on the call to the Con-
ress of the ]:.:';GPTE which was issued

month by the four bodies that make
up the Congress movement, ils purposes
are being distorted.

“Non-Europeans plan Congress™, This
is how the Rand Daily Mail headlined
its story. Yet it is clear from the very
nature of the four bodies who are spon-
soring the Congress of the People, that
thizs i= to be a gathering for all the
racial groups. It is equally cluear from
the press statement released after the
joint meeting of the sponsors. There is
no room for doubt tﬁat the Congress

will bring together white and non-white
in a common enquiry as to the meaning
of ‘Freedom’ which iz to be written into
the Freedom Charter at the Congress.

Doubting Thomases have begun 1o

uestion, even before work to call the
Eﬁungﬁm has really started, whether
there is any prospect of participalion
of Europeans in such a meeting. *ls it
feasible™ they ask, “to expect the Liber-
al, Labour and United Parties to come
and air their views? Is it possible that
European Church groups or the Race
Relations Institute can be encouraged
to take part?”

[ believe it is both possible and like-
ly. It is, of course, apparent from the
press stalement of the sponsors, that
those participating in the Congress of
the People will do so as democratically
elected representatives of people in con-
stituencies, and not as representatives
of organisations. But I believe it is not
only possible to get these European bod-
ies to participate in the contest for elec-
tion to the Congress, but it can be made
impossible for them to stay oul.

THE TEST

The test will be how completely re-
presentative of all the Non-European
people the Congress can be made. It is
more than likely that the Congress of
the People, =|;|'1:|lr the Freedom Charter
around which it will revolve, will cap-
ture the imagination of the overwhelm-
ing majority of the non.-white peoples
of South Africa. Everywhere, if the
work #® done well and with energy, or-
dinary people who have never before
been consulted about what type of coun-
| they would like o make the land
of their bhirth, will be drawn into dis-
cussion, debate and argument about
what they want when they speak of
“Freedom”, and about what kind of so-
ciety will guarantee that “[reedom™ to
them.

If such debate and argument goes on
throughout the length and breadth of
the country, can any FEuropean groun
which claims to upheld liberty stand
aside? Will it he ]"-'I:IE.'E“:I]E for those who
claim “trusteeship” of the Native people
not to enter into the debate, and not
to seek to influence their ‘wards’ alung
the path to freedom which they them-
selves seek to lead? Will it be possible
for those who repeatedly advise the non-
European people to be “restrained”, and
who erilicise the Congress movement for
its rash impetuosity to allow eléction
contests in European areas to go by de-

fault to the only Europran body thus

[ar politically committed to suppor? the
Congress of the People, the 5.A. Con-
gress of Democrats?

[ believe not.

There is an idéa abroad amongst
many progressive-minded people that
Europeans generally are mummilfied in
their atLituE::s of prejudice and racial
isolation, and that nothing will ever
change them, “We, of course™ progres-
sive, democratic Europeans argue, “are
different”. But *we” are not different.
Like all our fellow South Alricans we
have been born and reared in an at-
mosphere of exclusiveness and preju-
dice. But somewhere along the line, our
outlooks have been inﬁuenl:ed away
from the rushing stream of blind race
prejudice, perhaps by the ideas of great
thinkers; perhaps by the currents of de-
mocratic ideas which flourish strongly
in lands abroad; and perhaps by the
realisation, driven home on us by the
democratic movement of the non-Eure-
pean peoples, that there is a belter way
aof life for us in South Africa, than that
which the Malan Government prepares
for us.

BREAK WITH THE OLD

Every new democratic forward-move-
ment of the non-white people, contrast-
ing so sharply with every new Govern-
ment inmanﬂ“ our peace and liberties,
brings more European South Africans
to the point of breaking with the tradi-
tions of race discrimination and oppres-
sion. The Defiance Campaign did so,
leaving in its wake the Congress of De-
mocrats, the Liberal Parly and a more
thoroughly democratic Labour Party.

The campaign to build the Congress
of the People, the campaign to get peo-
ple everywhere to write the Freedom
Charter, can do it again, on a wider
scale. The way is open for a great ad-
vance of progressive, democratic think-
ing amongst European South Africans,
It remains for those who see the possi-
bilities of advance, to enler into every
aspect of the campaign for the Congress
of the People, encouraging every Euro-
pean group #nd organisation to enter
into the election contest, urging every
European citizen to say his piece on the
contents of the Freedom Charter.

I believe it can be done, successfully.
And in the doing of it, there will b=
built not only a successful, multi-racial
Congress. There will be laid the founda-
tion for a successful, united advance of
all the peoples of the country to the win-
ning t:rlF the freedom whose meaning will
be in the Charter,
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LIONEL FORMAN writes on

Ray Alexander’s Winning Election

"It is a stock practice of Commu-
nists to keep on seeking election.
They like to stultify the werkings of
pnrﬁnmﬂni and the democratic sys-
tem obliging the government re-
eatedly to prevent their nominees
rom coming to the house.” (The
Minister of Justice Swart, 9th March,
1954).

THIS thoroughly undemocratic Com-

munist habit of keeping om get-
ting an overwhelming majority of votes
in a free election is infuriating the Nats
and delighting the people. Nothing is
more sure than that Ray Alexander, the
candidate described by Swart as a Com-
munist, will win the Cape Western By-
Election.

Interest is lively and all the signs
—even long before the election—show-
ed that the electors will support Ray as
solidly as they did Kahn, Bunting and
Carneson. Meetings are large and en-
thusiastic — reports that this or that
meeting has been the largest election
meeting in the history of a place have
come in so often as to be monotonous
— but the important thing is that the
reports are not election hyperbole —
they are fact,

ther criteria — the spontaneous let-
ters of support coming in, the fizzle
that dogs. every step of the opponents
— evervthing points to it being possible
to make it the safest political prediction
that Ray will top the poll.

The target electors are setting them-
selves is not mere victory but that Hn{:s
figures should rival those gained by
Brian Bunting (4,123) and her oppo-
nents’ total should not exceed that of
Buting's opponents’ (940},

FACTORS FOR YICTORY

A big advantage Ray has over her
opponents is her simple uncomplicated
programme — summed up as “Full im-
mediate equality, with AfI:ir:ans in Par-
liament."”

Also of great assistance to Ray’s cam-
paign are the records of her two pre-
decessors, Sam Kahn and Brian Bun-
ting.

There iz no doubt that the electorate
is completely satisflied with the way
these two members of Parliament (who
were expelled because they were Com-
munists) carried out their election pro-

mises. Ray stands on the same platform
as they did and has their whole-hearted

sulﬁort.

ird important factor is the anger
of the people at the contemptuous at-
tempt of Swart to force an unpopular
candidate onto them. This pul any can-
didate who has not been named az a
Communist under a heavy disadvantage
in the election.

And fourth point is that Ray is such
a strong candidate. She has I];ecn well
known among the voters for donkey’s
vears and almost everywhere she goes,
workers young and old get up spon
tancously and tell their fellows nfp the
struggles they have fought in the past,
side by side with Ray.

“Full, immediate equality.” There
isn't a single voter who doesn’t want

‘that. This makes it awfully difficult for

the rival candidates, who, of course,
are standing for election precisely be-
cause their clothing becomes moist at
the thought of immediate equality for
Africans,

Let’s look at them.

WHO ARE RAY'S OPPONENTS?

Both of Ray’s opponents suffer un-
der what must be a great handicap for
an election eandidate — they have no
popular support,

Mrs. Jonker-Fiske can be dismissed
as a bad joke, She calls herself Chris-
tian Coalition and wears a blanket. Her
candidature defies political analysis, in-
vites psycho-analysis,

What opposition there is comes from
Advocate Gibson, the Liberal Party can-
didate. He hopes for votes on the plea
that a vote for Hay iz “wasted” because
she cannot sit in ;’ﬂﬂiument. As subsi-
diary election material the Liberals use
such things as the fact that Gibson is
a lawyer and can give “legal advice”.
and also very delicately handled anti-
Communist and anti-Soviet propaganda.
Faced with the overwhelming support
for Ray’s programme, Gibson ias !]:unrl
it best to say nothing of the Liberal
policy of limited franchise in the sky
when you die.

While Gibson himself cannot take a
very big part in the campaign for the
very reason that he can’t very well dis-
avow his party’s [ranchize policy, his
election agents take this line: of course
we really support Ray Alexander’s poli-

cy, but she cant get into Parliament,
so better than nothing let’s have Gibson.

THE MOOD OF THE ELECTORATE

Cape Western has again and again
shown ilself to be the most advanced
and politically aware constituency in
South Africa. The voting figures have
been consistent and completely unaf-
fected by the changes in the tactics of
the opponents of the policies of the can-
didates Swart describes as Communist.

The electorate has always been quick
to see through every government man-
oeuvre against these candidates, as well
as every action whose elfect would be
to assist the government.

No candidate who opposes the policy
of complete, immediate equality will be
returned in the Cape
tuency in its present climate,

LIBERALS SHOW THEMSELYES UP
Before Sam Kahn was returned to

" Parliament the speeches of Liberal lead-

er Mrs, Ballinger seemed brave and
brimful of battle compared with the
rancid racialism of the reactionaries.

But now the people have experienced
the kind of stand made by repre-
sentatives who were expelled as Commu-
nists, And the people will be satizfied
with nothing less,

The speeches of the other “Native

Representatives” are pale mush com-
red with those of the expelled mem-
rather see

rs. And the F:u le woul
emply seals in arl?amem than seats full
of pale muzgh.

'Fhe Liberal Party makes little pre-
tence that it has entered the election to
fight anyone other than “the Commu-
Eis_tda", Certainly it is not fighting apart-

eid.

A startling example is embodied in
the second issue of “Liberal News”
{Gihson’s election leaflet). It contains
72 inches of election matter and 71 of
them are devoted to an attack on Ad-
vance, and the Liberal idea of *Coum-
munism”; one inch takes a side-swipe
at fascism — but only by linking it
with “Communism”.

WHAT OF BOYCOTT?

The boycott slogan had absolutely

no success in the previous elections. It

is even less realistic, has even less at-
traction, thiz time,

[Continued on page 13)

estern consti-
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EXIT THE
NEUTRALS

By BEN GILES.

FI?E years ago, the Congress Party
was India; and Nehru was the Con-
Party. How rapidly India’s mil-
ions. have moved was revealed by last
month's dramatic news. In Travancore-
Cochin state elections, the Congress mi-
nistries were swept from office, despite
the desperate efforts of Nehru himself.
An absolute majority of the seats, 53
out of 117, went to the United Front
of the Left, composed of Communists,
Revolutionary Socialists, and local Pra-
ja Socialists acting in defiance of the
wishes of their national leaders. The
first people’s Government has been born
on India’s soil.

There had been forerunners. Almost
two years hefore, in the first national
elections, the Communist Party of In-
dia had emer as a serious rival to
the Congress Party, despite tremendous
legal difficulties placed in their way.

had been l?nited Front victories

on a smaller scale in Telengana, where

the peasant reveolt had led to the seizure

and redistribution of land from Con-

ss Party supporters amongst the
semi-feudal landlords.

IN KASHMIR

And there had been Kashmir. Here,
in this little state, hemmed in between
India and Pakistan, there had come to
a head all the conflicts which havé torn
India since her dismemberment into the
separate states, There was the struggle
between India and Pakistan, leading in
1948 to armed war; there was the Brit-
ish-inspired Pakistan invasion, repelled
by the people of Kashmir with aid from
India; there was the election of a Con-

as-Party type Government, followed
E;et'he entrenchment of fendal landlord-
ism, of speculation, graft and intrigue
with British and American imperializm.
There had been the mass people’s strug—
gles for agrarian reform and the aboli-
tion of the toyal dynasty, and the tre-
mendous united democratic advance of
a starving, exploited people, which end-
ed in the overthrow ufpme Abdullah
government, and in the accession to
power of a popular government of de-
mocratic reform.

But, above all in Kashmir, there had
been American penetration. With Ab-
dullah in office, there had been intrigue
and influence brought to bear, to turn
Kashmir into a nominally independent
state, guaranteed by the US.A. and
like South Korea, thus subject. To the
American plans, the new Government
of hulam Mohammed gave a sharp re-
buff. The American observers were
sharply warned not to interfere in Kash-
mir's internal affairz; the police were
bluntly ordered to arrest them if they
were found in places where they had
no business to be.

“What we have, we hold” has be-
come, like so many other one-time Brit-
ish possessions, the unspoken watch-
word of American imperialism. Their
schemes to hold Kashmir have not easi-
ly been abandoned. There are reasons
—good reasons for the planners of anti-
Soviet war — why Kashmir is impor-
tant, almost vital. Only a narrow strip
of territory to the north separates this
very suitable air base from the U.S.5.R.
On_the east, for three hundred miles,
it iz bordered by the People’s Republic
of China. And all around to the South,
threatened by air power from bases in
the fertile Kasmiri valley, lies the ter-
ritory of ‘neutral’ India, *unreliable’ In-
dia, possibly even hostile India in the
event of imperialist war against China.
A valuable prize for American war stra-
tegists, and one not readily abandoned.

NEXT PAKISTAN

But the democratic upsurge in Kash-
mir has made its development as a Yan-
kee base aifficult, unlikely. The UNO
‘observers’ are atill there, trying. Bul
the main emphasis has shifted to the
next best thing, to Pakistan. It is a lon-

flight from here to the U.S.5.R. or
E?lr.ina. true. But its government is more
willing.

Rebuffed in Kashmir, meeting at best
benevolent neutrality from Nehru's In-
dia, American imperialism has turned
its heat on Pakistan. As always, mili-
tary ‘aid’ opens the way for full do-
mination. For some weeks, Washington
has been insisting on Pakistan's need
for military ‘aid’, ramming it down Pa-

kistani throats, Last week the deal was
finally done, Pakistan’s tame Muslim
Lﬂguc Government signed the deal for
‘aid’ which her people never wanted.
In exch as always, bases, special
privileges for economic and military en-
terprises, special rights for American
forces of occupation have been freely
O polltics, imperial poli
il an ics, imperial politics, are
always closely woven, Before the ink
could dry on the Pakistan-American
agreement, Washington was announcing
its new “Defence Pact”; Turkey, Pakis-
tan, Iraq. A military pact for aggression
certainly; but equally part of the “big
squeeze’ of American big business, cire-
ling Iran, dominating Saudi-Arabia,
ruling Irag, the tremendous money-
making hearts of the Middle East oil
reservoirs., While the American generals
moved in pn Iran to seal the ring,
American oil-men moved in on Iraq
amidst the pale beats of outraged Brit-
ish feelings. In the best Chicago gang-
ster tradition, the ring of trigger-men
stood around, fingering their guns, lest
the squeezed-out rival decide to make
a stand for it. And also in the best Chi-
cago tradition, no one CE&ua-m:l to 5:'?& i
thought for the ordinary undistin-
ished working people whose fate was
E:ing settled by tiﬁ iig shots.

WAR PLANS MISFIRE

In this profound contempt for people
the new international gangsters fin
their best-laid grabs misfire. From In-
dia's government, threatened itself by
American bases in Pakistan, and fat«ins
eclipse at the hands of the rising unite
front of anti-imperialist struggle, came
strong and sharp objection to the Pakis-
tan ‘aid’ pact. The benevolent neutral
of the Korean putsch, iz driven to be-
come the hostile opponent of the Pakis-
tan adventure, ﬂ balance of power
shifts against the American world-con-
qUETOTS.

And into the scales enter the people
of | Pakistan. From Bengal, Pakistan’s
eadtern province centred on the strate-
gie port of Calcutta comes the electrify-
ing news of the formation of a United
Front against the Muslim League Gov-
ernment. Into this united front have en-
tered every section of the Bengali peo-
ple, from extreme left to rith-uf-mntm.
dedicated to the ousting of the govern-
menf which bartered the country to
American imperialism,

The United Front movement grows
like wildfire. Close behind the news
from Travancore comes news of United
front successes in Alwar City, in Pepsu
]I;f I:l'lg.iﬂ moves, can Pakistan be far be-

ind?
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This article shows how Schoeman's Legislation Threatens the Standards

of all Workers, the Europeans Included

Schoeman Plans Control of the Workers

SDUTH African trade unions have al-

ways called for “equal pay for
equal work™, a sound principle based on
the idea that the value to an employer
of a man’s work depends on the nature
of the work, and not on the colour or
race of the man.

This policy was correct for other rea-
sons too, It aimed at equal opportunity
for all workers irrespective of colour,
on a basis which precluded any one
group from undercutting any other. Em-
ployers buy their labour as cheaply as
possible. ({ur society is organised in
such a way that Non-Europeans can-
not find advancement in many occupa-
tions because of the colour bar and
other restrictions. Consequently they are
oblizged to work for a wage which is
often much lower than for European
workers, thus providing the employers
with extra profits.

The answer iz not to exclude Non-
Europeans from such johs, but to see
that they are paid the same wage a:
Europeans doing the same job, or else
the more highly paid Europeans will
disappear from industry.

EQUALITY OF LOW PAY
The f]Jn::nsﬁtiﬂm:] is that employers are

tired of paying higher wages to Euro-
peans simplg‘ cause they have white
skins. And Schoeman whao is heart and

soul on their side, is helping them to
bring about equality in the wages of
all workers — including Europeans, not
at the top rates, but at the lowest, This
policy is clearly reactionary.

We want equality of opportunity and
of wages at the highest level — Schoe-
man and the industrialists want it at the
lowest, If they have their way workers
of all races will get equal pay for equal
work, but as near as possible to the pres-
ent starvation level of the lowest paid.

GRABBING THE UNIONS

But Schoeman has other plans too,
which at present suit the employers
down to the ground. He wants to have
complete control of the workers, and
since this can only be achieved through
the unions, he aims to grab what unions
he ean, and smash those he can’t. The
fact that the workers whose unions are
emashed will be defenceless in the face
of wage cuts and worsened conditions
enforced by the employers is all to the
good, Even industrialists who might

hate Schoeman politically, will be quick
to seize on the weaknesses of the work-
ere to reduce their standarda,

The Nationalists have a rotten record
as trade unionists. In progressive unions
they have always formed undisciplined
ﬂllti' dissident groups, noisy and dis-
loyal, and because of their noisiness
often swaying policy much more than
their numbers justified. In the few
Unions which they captured or formed
they have an unbroken record of sub-
servience to the bosees, There iz no
record of a single redeeming action.
not one spark of militance.

USING THE LAW

Schoeman realises after years of or-
wanised white-anting, that his stooges
are far from capturing the unions from
within, so he is at this moment prepar-
ing changes to the Industrial Concilia-
tion Act which are meant to smash the
unions and permit the Nats to grak
control of the pieces.

Till now, only one union could be
registered (that is, officially recognised)
in each industry in any area. Under the
new law as many as four unions can he
registered. The Industrial Conciliatior:
Act Amendment Bill provides that
unions can split in the following ways:

Each racial group, ie. Europeans,
Coloured and Indians can form a sepa-
rate union. :

Not less than one-third of any racial

group can split off and form sepavate
unions,
. Thiz means that Nal. minorities are
given the opportunity to split unions
wide open — object number one of
Schoeman’s master plan. It means also
that instead of workers in an industry
speaking with one united voice, three
or four different groups — each with
different standards of living, each with
different ideas on what wages they are
prepared to work for — will in future
negotiate with employers who are united
in & common determination to pay the
lowest possible wages. Workers will have
the mreatest difficulty trying to reach
agreement on this basis, or of taking
united action to protect present stan-
dards, let alone improve them. At one
blow Schoeman plans to get control of
the unions and to break the workers’
power to struggle,

A proof that Schoeman lumps all

workers together is the fact that the
Native Labour (Settlement of Disputes)
Act passed last year to smash Alrican
unions and reduce African workers o
semi-slavery, can be applied in all its
important aspects to all workers includ-
ing Europeans whenever the Governor-
General (which means the Nat. Govern-
ment) proclaims it.

A government does not take powcr
which it does not mean to use.

It is no accident that Schoeman and
Swart work hand in glove to take away
the people’s rights to go to the courts
for protection against arbitrary aclion
on the part of the government. Whaut
with these two labour laws, and the
Suppression of Communism Act, the
Criminal Laws Amendment Act, the
Riotous Assemblies Act (with amend-
ments now being introduced) and the
Public Safety Act, it becomes almosf
impossible to do anything and remain
within the law. All these acts have one
thing in common — the arbitrary pow-
ers granted to the Ministers — powers
which cannot be curbed by the Courts.

The Suppression of Communism Act
has now been used to weaken the trade
union movement to an incalculable de-
gree by the removal of some of the
most able union officials.

The fascist ‘pattern is mow complete,
even to the seizure of control over fin-
ances of the unions hi means of provi-
sions requiring periodic submission to
the registrar of statements and accounts
and in addition, their production at any
time the registrar demands.

Schoeman has introduced a Board all
of whose members are appointed by
himself, which will be the final arhiter
in vital matters, and from whose dic-
tates no appeal will lie.

Non-Europeans will not be allowed
to serve on the executives of mixed
unions, and no more mixed unions will
be registered after the passing of the
Bill. ;
The Minister iz not blind to the eco-
nomic consequences of this apartheid in
the unions, and as a sop he takes the
absolutely unworkahle — but still dan-
gerous — powers to declare any occu-
ation reserved for persons of any race,
ff this power were ever invoked, only
chaos could result.

[Continued on page 15
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Battling on for Emmanuel Bloch

l THE ROSENBERG CHILDREN HAVE YET

TO BE SAVED

F\l his final letter from the death cell,
before he and his wite were execuled,
Julius Hosenberg wrote to one he called
his ‘dearest friend and devoted brother'.
To this man he dedicated the care of
his two young sons, Michael and Hobert.
“Uur children are the apple of our
eye, our pride and most precious for.
tune. Love them with all your heart an
always protect them in order that they
ow up lo be normal healty people.

hat you will do this 1 am sure . . .

- 'The man to whom he wrote had been
a stranger to the Rosenbergs up to three
rs before, when Julius came to him

r legal advice. In those three years,
lawyer Emmanuel H, Bloch had become
a true friend and brother that he was
the one person to whom the doomed
parents could entrust their precious for-
tune with utter confidence.

Emmanuel Bloch was born in New
York, the same year (1901) when his
father began to practice law there. In
1924 he entered hiz father's law olfice,
and the successful father-and-son prac-
tice did a lot of trial work as well as
representing various business clients.

uring the depression Bloch fell un-
der the influence of the New Deal, and
gradually accepted more and more civil
liberties cases. He gave up practice with
his father to concentrate on labour and
civil rights cases.

UNSEATED BILBO

He became special counsel for the
federal Fair Employment Practices
Commission set up by President Roose-
velt. He tried cases in several parts of
the country against employers who dis-
criminated against Negroes and other
minorities, But in 1946, when F.D.R.'s
New Deal gave way to Truman's cold
war, he resigned from federal service.

Back in New York in private prac
tice, civil rights cases preoccupied him.
In Mississipi he undertook for the Civil
Rights Congress a dangerous and diffi-
cult assigniment. Senator Bilbo was cam-
paigning for re-election; it was reported
that Negroes were being kept away from
the polls by terror. Bloch went into the
state to collect evidence of intimidation.
To get it, he had to hide during the
day, move about at night. Bilbo was re-
elected but when Elucgh’s evidence was
offered he was refused his seat in the
Senate. To confirm the evidence, a Sen-

ate Elections and Privileges subcommit-
tee held a hearing in Mississipi for first-
hand reportz. Whites in the state were
ﬁnvit.tlmetiiﬂ that no Negro would risl:hl'ltis
ife by daring to appear in public
against Bﬂbu.gﬁut hunsred.!- came from
aﬁauwr to testify. Bilbo never sat in
the Senate again.

ENTER THE ROSENBERGS

Un a night in the middle of June,
1951, Julins Rosenberg called on Man-
ny Bloch. That day his brother-in-law.
David Greenglass had been arraigned
as an atom-bomb spy, and Julius had
been guestioned by the F.B.I. A month
later, KRosenberg was: indicted for
“atomic espionage”, and Bloch entered
the harshest and meanest battle of his
career.
" The Rosenbergs were all but penni-
less, and stood isolated with none to
come to their aid. For Manny, too, il

By
HILDA WATTS

was soon to mean isolation. He was
malighed and abused for taking the
case; gradually he found himself shun-
ned both by acquaintances and by other
law
of his clients’ innocence,

There were endless sleepless nights,
for the day-to-day work of the trial that
thould have been done by a large stafl
was performed szingle-handed. There
were no funds; the Rosenbergs had to
file a pauper’s oath so the government
would provide a daily copy of the trial
record. Eventually a colleagne, who
worked anonymously, came to help with
research and preparation of motions
and papers, but the task was still over-
whelming.

“There was never g [riendly face in
the courtroom,” said Bloch, “nothing
but an air of hostility so thick it was all
but smothering.” Bound by the ethics
of his profession, he could make no
Fuh]ic appeals, use no channels of pub-
ic information,

BATTLE FOR LIFE
When the verdict was in and the sen-
tence passed, the work load on Bloch
inereased instead of diminishing, To
exhaust every possible legal effort to

rs. But he was totally convinced

save his clients would take years — and
did. It meant abandoning his routine
practice for an indelerminate time, The
continued fight meant a tremendous fi-
nancial loss. A lesser man could have
quit after a formal appeal with no blot
on his professional reputation. But
Bloch said: *I vowed to do all in my
power to right thiz miscarriage of jus-
tice™.

In addition to this endless work,
Bloch had long sinee undertaken the
burden of reaponsibility for the Hosen-
berg children. Most of the expenses
were paid out of his own pocket.

Then came the first break in the izo-
lation in which Bloch had lived and
worked =0 long.

THE WORLD JOINS IN

In August, 1951, the Guardian news-
paper began publication of a series of
articlea on the Rosenberg case .
ing: “Is This the Dreyfus Case of Cold
War America?"”

To hundreds, later thousands, eventu-
ally millions, it was. The articles led
to formation of the National Committee
to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg
Case, which in turn led to the pheno-
menal world-wide campaign to save the
couple. Lawyers in America and abroad
who became familiar with the case be-
gan to pay tribute to Bloch as a man
and attorney.

Legal assistance, so long withheld,
was now forthcoming, A prominent and
wealthy attorney, John Finerty, associa-
ted himself with the defence after the
American Civil Liberties Union declin-
ned to intervene. In Chicago a promi.
nent professor of law, Dr, Malcolm
Sharp, read:the record and became con-
vinced of the Rosenberg’s innocence. He
too gave valuable assistance to Bloch.

Scorned and reviled through most of
the case, his dogged persistence won tri-
butes from judges in all courts to whom
he carried the appeal: On that last in-
credible day when the Supreme Court
in a precedent-breaking special session
decreed that death must be done, Justice
Robert Jackson, in an unusual gesture,
leaned over the bench to say to Bloch:

“These people were fortunate to have
a counsel of your courage and persis- .
tence. I'm all for you.”

[Continued on next page)
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WONDER how much more gruesome

the news from Kenya will have to
become before there is a really vigor-
ous outcry from the British Labour
movement, but there are encouraging
signs that at long last the movement is
waking up. The Kenya Committee, a
representative body of which Monica
Whately is Vice-Chairman, is receiving
a flood of letters in support of ils pro-

LONDON LETTER from SIMON ZUKAS

Not Enough Outcry About
Kenya

[Continued from pravieus pags]

HOUNDING TWO CHILDREN

Emmanuel Bloch, legal guardian of
the two boys Michael, aged 10 and
Robert, aged 6, went on fighting to
raise money for a Trust Fund for the
boys, whose parents died penniless. He
raised the balance of the target for the
Fund (150,000 dollars) just befcre he
died of heart [ailure, seven months
after the Rosenbergs had been execut-
ed. There can be no doubt that his tire-
less, unceasing battle, his bitter and ex-
hausting struggle, hastened his death.

The Rosenberg children were placed
with foster-parents; but the foster-par-
ents were victimised, and the children
thrown out of the schoo] they had heen
attending. They then went to live with
a New York musiclan and his wife,
where they were very happy. Before he
died, Bloch repeatedly expressed his de-
light that the boys ﬁad found such a
happy home. “There is real
that house,” he said. The happiness
did not last long. Once more the Ho-
senberg children were hounded, re-
moved from their new foster-parents by
court action on the grounds that they
had been *exploited for fund-raising

urposes”, although the Trust Fund had

en closed.

aiety in

What tribute can one pay to a man
like Bloch? Only by carrying on his
battle — by upholding his cause, The
Rosenbergs dedicated their sons to
Bloch's care. Now Bloch is dead. the
task falls upon ordinary people all over
the world to fight for and protect the
two boys. To do this will justify the
courage, integrity and purpose of Em-
manuel Bloch, whose devoltion to justice
sent him on a lon harddjnurnf:}r, that
has ended now at death’s door.

tests; the Committee's “Kenya Report”,
exposing settler and Colonial Office
misrule in Kenya, has already sold
some 2,000 copies and 1s now in ils
third edition; the committee’s postcard
protest reached the quarter million mark
after only three weeks and is atill re-
ceiving wide support; it is to be pre-
sented to the Colonial Secretary on Em-
pire Day!

RETM!J News, the Co-operative Party’s
weekly newspaper recently said in an
editorial that on no other issue had
the British people been so united in
their }:lruteats as on Kenya. Yet the num-
ber ol protest meetings are still few and
far between. Of the daily papers the
Communist Daily Worker is alone in
ﬂnnstantllz' demanding an end to the
war in Kenya, the freeing of the impri-
soned African leaders and the granting
of votes for all,

IRELAND FOR FREEDOM
In Ireland, where the news from Kenya
brings back memories of the Black and
Tans, sympathy for the oppressed pen-
ple was strong right from the declara-
tion of the sn-l:aﬁed Emergency there.
chenﬂiht]:"a Republican Forum obtain-
ed the sion House in Dublin for a
protest meeting — they think this is
significant of public feeling in Ireland
for on no other issue had they been able
to obtain this hall — and packed it out;
in fact they had to hold several over-
flow meetings.
KENYA PEACE TALKS

Then there was nuﬂlfng but apl:lrn'l.ra'
in the British press for the negoliations
through General China. When Peter
Wright, the Kenya =chool teacher (and
war-time Intelligence Colonel) arrived
here after his deportation in 1952 he
told British audiences that the declara-
tion of the szo-called emergency in Ken-
ya was engineered by the leaders of the
all-white Kenya Electors’ Union jn an
attempt to achieve by force of arms
what they could not achieve by legisla-
tion — the subjugation of the spirit of
the Kikuyu people.

This it now confirmed by this Union's
condemnation of the negotiations
through General China as “a demon-
stration of the Government’s failure to
subdue the rebellion by force of arms.”
(my emphasis). What they are after is

the instillation of a sense of conquest, a
sense of defeat in the Kikuyu and this
fact sill needs to be hammered home
here.

In Parliament twelve Labour backhen-
chers were quick to welcome the ap-
proach through General China in a
resolution which also urged that “every
constructive effort should be exerted to
restore peace in Kenya so that a begin-
ning may be made with the establish-
ment of a demoeratic multi-racial socie-
ly based on equality of all peoples.” The

approach was also welcomed by the
ommunist Party and by the Kenya
Committee in press statements. The

slightly liberal Sunday Qbserver urged
“the provision of new constitutional
machinery that will make it possible
for an intensive political struggle to
take place by legilimate non-violent
means,”
That the Colonial Office paid little at-
tention to public opinion on thiz mat-
ter became evident when Lyttleton gave
out his diktat for Kenya's new consti-
tution. Fleet Street made every effort
to present Lyttelton as a fair-to-all-sides
Minister but his constitution found no
support in the Labour and Liberal

ress Reynold’s News and even the

ail ﬂﬂrmr condemned it. The B.B.C.
exceﬁed itself by announcing that Lyt-
telton’s proposals had been accepted *
all the racial groups — with the excep-
tion of the Africans and Arabs”. What
an ingenious way of saying that the
proposals were accepted by 2 per cent.
ﬂndprejecteﬂ by 98 per cent. of Kenya's
population!

NEW BODY AGAINST
IMPERIALISM

A new anti-imperialist body is to be
set up in Britain, There is need for
such a body to keep the Labour Party
from going completely imperialist.
Speaking in Parliament on Germany,
Mr. Attlee recently advocated that she
should be granted facilities for using
her resources to develop underdw&]ugﬁ
territories — as if the colonies have .ot
had enough of imperialist “develop-
ment”. The new body, to be known as
the - Congress for %ultmi&l Freedom,
seems to little more than the Con-
gress of Peoples Against Imperialism
under a new name, [ts objects include
support for the rights of colonial peo-
ples to independence but by no means
all of its individual sponsors are fully
anti-imperialist. I would say their ati-
tude is rather “we must not go on like
this or we shall lose Africa™. Still, if it
can rally the British public in support
of concessions to the people and to the
colonies (not to the settlers there) it wili
be doing a useful job of work.
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APARTHEID MEANS GHETTOES FOR THE

Dr. Malan has called the Group Areas
Act "the essence of apartheid” and
since the passing of the If:i in 1950 the
Department of the Interior has been
hard at work ing machinery to
enforce this measure.

The caste system has been elaborat-
ed and the Non-Europeans divided into
Coloured, Malay, Chinese, Indian and
African groups for the purpose of re-
moving them from their present homes
and segregating them in ghettoes, loca-
tions mdg campe reserved for their

group alone.

SETTING UP GROUP AREAS

The Land Tenure Board, a quuigu-
dicial body set up under the Act, has
made a thorough survey of ownership
and occupation of land by membera of
the different groups that inhabit South
Africa. The Iguargﬂ has held public in-
quiries in various places lo consider the
aesirability or otherwise ol setting up
group areas and the Minister of the In-
terior has created a Reference and Plan-
ning Committee to assist the Board in
- segregating the people.

vidence submitted Lo the Board dis-
closed the true aims of apartheid. All
plans for segregation, particularly those
affecting the Indians, showed a callous
desire on the part of the upholders of
apartheid to rob the Indians of their
property righls and other economic in-
terests. In all cases the plans involved
uprooting of the settled population and
the destruction of their means of liveli-
hood.

Although the Group Areas Act intro-
duces rule by proclamation it has not
succeeded in making any speedy head-
way. The upp?:iiiﬂn Inf theENun-Euru-

eans, particularly of the Longresses,
flﬂﬁl bo Pﬂd down E'IE work of the Board,
Legal defence has shown that the Nat-
ionalist dictatorship can not yet have its
unchallenged eay in the present set-up of
South Africa which, td some extent, still
gives the people the protection of the
rule of law. In 1952 an effort was made
to remedy the deliciencies found in the
“smooth running” of the Act by intro.
ducing amendments, but these proved
tb be unsatisfactory and, therefore, fur-
their amendments are being considered
by the Minister of the Interior.

INDIANS

By Y. A. CACHALIA

The Government is impatient with
the slow progress that is being made
in effecting segregation and is, there-
fore, applying more ruthless methods.
The Minister of Native Affairs has de-
vised a new and vicious plan to deport
thousands of people from the Western
Areas of Johannesburg because the
machinery of the Group Areas Act is
too slow. The Native Resettlement Bill,
in its present form, gives absolute dic-
tatorial powers to Dr. Verwoerd over
the lives of hundreds of thousands ol
people; it provides for the expropria-
tion of rights and forcible sale of ﬁrﬂ-
perties; its provisions will enable him
to throw the people out on open veld,
there to live in misery at the mercy of
the authorities,

USING THE RENT BOARD

When the efforts of the municipality
and the Reference and Planning Com-
mittee failed to bring about the quick
establishment of group areas at Lyden-
burg, the Government arbitrarily abol-
ithed the Hent Board there, thus with-
drawing protection given to the per-ons
concerned. Consequently, about seventy-
five Indians, or half of the Indian po-
pulation of the town, who occupy and
trade on premises owned by European
bhusiness interests face immediate ejec!-
ment. They will be thrown out on the
streets, lose their means of livelihood,
and lose much of their assets which in-
clude large sums of money owed them
by European farmers ﬂl‘ld}’ others. The
Land Tenure Board will now only have
to deal with the fate of half the Indian
population of Lydenburg, as the fate of
the other half has already been sealed
by the mean and underhand act of the
Minister of Health.

LENZ FOR INDIANS

In comparison with what has hap-
pened to the Indians of Lydenburg
something even more drastic is taking
place in Johannesburg, which contains
9066 of the entire Indian population of
the Transvaal. The City Council has
succumbed to Nationalist propaganda
of apartheid and is prepared to assisl
the Government in uprooting and re-
moving the Indian people from the city.
It has already recommended Lenz as
& group area for Indians. It is to be

called Lenasgia — js situated about 20
miles from the city, has more than
2600 stands and can accommodate
about 25,000 persons or, in other words,
the entire Indian population of Johan-
nesburg.

Plans are already under way to eject
and displace 10,000 Indians now liv
ing in the city, About 5,000 will be
thrown out from Sophiatown, Martin-
dale and Newclare under the removal
schemes of Dr. Verwoerd. Another 5,000
now living in Vrededorp face a similar
fate. This is made clear by the applica-
tion of Section 14 of the Group .Erras
Act there, Its application means that
the Minister of tﬁe Interior is desirous
of changing the racial character of Vre-
dedorp, and, therefore, in terms of the
Section, no new buildings may be occu-
pied by Indians without the authority
of a permit. These Indians, together
with all others who live and trade in
different parts of Johanneshurg will, in
time to come, be forced out of the rity.
It i= obvious that they will be forchd
into the ghettoes of Lenz.

The Minister of the Interior has is-
sued an open permit to the owners of
Lenasia to sell land to Indians there.
By doing so he has departed from the
usual practice of having an inquiry in-
to the desirability of establishing =
group area in terms of the Act, and has
thus obviated any opposition from the
]:IE'{I-PIE who are 'Fit.ll“ﬂ' concerned. In
effect he has established group areas
for the Indians of Johanneshurg through
the hack door. It is schemed to present
the Indian population with a fait accom-
pli in an effort to drive them into the
wilderness of Lenz, there to be segre-
gated and isolated.

REPATRIATION OR RUIN

According to the policy of apartheid
South Africans of Indian origin are
considered to be “foreign and outlan-
dish™ and the expulsion of as many as
posgible from the country is the de-
clared intention of the Government. It
cannot forcibly throw them out, but
segregation has long been used as an
instrument of economic exploitation
and those Indians who refuse repatria-
ation are to be faced with ruin.in their
isolated and closed ghettoes.
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THE LYING DAYS, by Nadine Gordi-
mer. (Gollancz).

South African literature has been
growing up fast in recent years. The
whole period before the last war can
be regarded as the period of infancy.
There was an occasional precocious
flash of genius, but on the whole South
Africa produced few and bad books.
Social and political questions were evad-
ed, or treated with the tame conven-
tionality. The mass of the South African
people were ignored or introduced as
part of the colourful local scenery.

“Cry the Beloved Country” marked
the beginning of adolescence. Durinﬁ
the post-war years the real problems an
tasks of the South African writer have
been recognised. With varying degrees
of success, several authors have tried
to depict the realities of present-day
South Africa.

Where they have tried, Nadine Gor-
dimer has succeeded. With The Lying
Days, South African literature has come
of age.

Nadine Gordimer has been known
through her short stories as a writer
with brilliant powers of description ana
great feeling for atmosphere. The Lying

Days has these virtues and a great deal
more. With ruthless insight, Miss Gor-
dimer has demonstrated the anatomy of

urban middle-class White society in
South Alrica, She has shown, on the one
hand, the moribund “British” commu-
nity, inhibited, bigoted and ignorant,
existing in a vegetable unawareness of
the living Africa. With them are con-
trasted the young intellectuals, rootless,
lost and afraid, wanting desperately to
make a better South Africa but not
knowing how to set about it. No Non-
European characters feature prominent-
ly in the book, but there is no compro-
mise with the myth of “White South
Africa.” The Whites are firmly placed
in their context as a part of many-col-
oured South Africa.

Miss Gordimer has succeeded in con-
veying all this without semunismfi;
without sociological digressions, thm'!lj‘ﬁ
a vividly realised personal story. The
characters are not, perhaps, all equally
well drawn, but at least three emerge

RAY ALEXANDER—{Continued from page 5)

Boycotters have argued that the gov-
ernment want a white “representative”
s0 that Africans can be bluffed that they
have some democracy. But the frantic
ass the government has been forced to
make of itzelf to keep Ray out makes
the argument that iﬁey want her in
Parliament look very a-i]l{, indeed.

For .this reason oycotlers are
weaker than ever. The freedom of action
which has been allowed to African Nal-
ional Congressmen to decide for them-
selves has led to a situation where a
large number of influential Congress-
men — not only in the constituency but
throughout the country — have come
out for Ray. In fact the boycott is now
pretty well limited to the highly dis-

READ

INCOLOR

South Africa’s only Magazine edited,
printed and published by Non-
Europeans.

Priﬂﬂ '_I.l‘r-'-
Obtainable at all C.N.A, Branches.

credited Unity Movement. And even
they content themselves mainly with at-
tacks on Fiske and Gibson, for attacks
on Ray's meetings, they have found,
can be dangerous.

THE PEOPLE SAY

Let anyone who doubts how the peo-
ple feel about this election look at some
of the letters which have been coming
in gince Ray's candidacy was announc-
ed. They are written with all the beaut
so often found when deeply-felt senti-
ments are expressed in ﬂeﬁanguage not
one's own.

“The news came to my heart and [
was mad with joy,” wrote a woman.

“We know that what iz honey to us
is a bitter pill to the government,” said
another.

“We congratulate her for her beauty
— it is her deeds which are beautiful.”

was one line of a verse to Ray.

The words of one Alrican farmer:
“Her name is found among those
wrongfully restricted from sowing seeds
of love,” are unconsciously complement-
ed by another, “We should send Ray
Alexander to Parliament because it is
a plot which does not yield good crops.”

solid and memorable at the end of the
book — the heroine, Helen Shaw, her
mother and her friend Joel Aaron.
Read this book; it is a memorable ex-
erience and it is the yardstick by which
?urure South African novels will be
judged. A.0.D.

BUILD OUR
CIRCULATION

N the battle for culture and progres

sive thought in South Africa, "Fight-
ing Talk" is one of the last available
platforms.

Twe main tasks facs ws: (1] te im-
prove our magazine; (i) to enlarge its
circulation. Thess two jobs are interde-
pendent. Ours Is the respomsibility of
ensuring the constant despening and en-
richmant of the content of "Fighting
Talk". You, our readers, hald the key to
ensuring that we ars able fo survive
the trying months that face us.

All our old subscribers and supporters
are urgently asked to take out subserip-
tions and to help enrol subscribers. Wa
appeal o you to do your share in gef-
ting "Fighting Talk" to Hs rightful au-
dience. This you can do by undertaking
to sall a2 many coples as you can, and
by helping te organise groups of sal-
lars.

Advertising support can greatly as-
sist us in our task and we ask you to
lat us know whether you can help s

In the long run, however, new sub.
scribers are the answer fo mest of our
problems, Subscription books  ([five
forms in the book] are available at the
Fighting Talk offices. Readers Morman
and Leon heave writtem to ws to say
"Wa want fo help in any way we can.
We each undsrtake fo sell a book of
subseriptions every month for the rest
of this year.” What a wonderful lead
this is! If every reader would give us
the sams undertaking, our problems
would be solved. And with subseriptions
at only 5/- thers it no reason why every
supporter of Fighting Talk should not
give us the same undertaking,

BANTU HOUSE
RESTAURANT

4a Pritchard Strest
(Mext door to the Star Office)

For HOT MEALS,
REFRESHMENTS,
PLEASANT COMPANY.
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Yoorwaarts Verkeerdevlei!
By ELWOOD C. CHOLMONDELY.

F all these smart-alecs on the daily
papers knew the facts about Verkeer-
devlei as I know them, then perhaps
tbﬁjr’ﬂ be gl‘inning on the other 3idr. of
their faces.

It was one of those evenings in the
Royal Hotel pub. The whole town was
there as u.suaf all fourteen of us having
a regmaker after a hard day cashing iu
our agterskots. And as usual it was that
big mouth, Piet Kakel, who had to start
laying down the law on this and that.
Always taking airs to himself, he used
to be, just because he had a cousin on
his wife’s side who studies at the Joh'
burg Tech.

That night, it seemed, he'd heard
from his cousin about this here evolu-
tion stuff. So just when everyone’s quiet
for a minute, knocking it back, he ups
and says, cool as a cucumber: “Seems
these here scientific fellows has just
proved men was monkeys before they
was men” he says. Now we've got used
to Kakel's line of bull over the years at
the Royal; but that one was a bit thick,
even for him, Especially as he was look-
ing straight at Apie Jonker as he aaid
it; and ‘Epie‘s no answer to a maiden’s
ayer, not by a long chalk he isn't.
er been drinking too much” Apie
managed to grunt. ‘%[unlceya[“ he said,
spitting .over the rail, “Monkeys” he
said. “Well, where's our blurry tails,
hw?‘"

That silenced Kakel for a minute. But
not much more than a minute. “Facts
is facts!” he said. *Can’t go against
science!™ he said, “Look at aspirine”
he =aid, “see what I mean? Can't go
against science!” he said.

Apie considered it for a minute; he's
no quick thinker, is Apie; but when he
says mmethinF+ its usually worth listen-
ing to. “Bull he said at last, “Just
]:nﬁl!" “What'll you bet?”" Kakel ask-
ed. Now that was the day that Kakel

ot hiz agterskot; and on top of that
Ee seemed to think his grandfather was
somehow at stake. “Fifty quid.,” he said
slowly, “Fifty quid!™ We all thought
Kakel would drop it at that stage; bur
he's a great believer in science, he is:
and on top of that he'd also got his
agterskot, “Done!” he said. “I'll prove
it to you. Facts is facts!™ he said.

The next morning, the whole
town turned out to help Kakel
catch hiz monkeys; none of vour
fancy Durban peanut-eaters mind you:

but real, honest-to-god, Vrystater ba-
boons; we reckon that if men are hred
anywhere, well by God they're bred in
the Free State!

And with us all there to see what
went on, there was no crook stuff on
the side. Fair's fair. We took a male
and female back to Kakels farm, and
put them in a cage. “Now we'll see il
facts aren't [acts”, Kakel said, satisfied.

And we did. Every day, year in and
year out, we went down to Kakel's
place to see that Apie didn’t try any
sabotage, Hard work it was; but you
know us farmers boy? Gluttons for
work. Sometimes it was just plain hard
grind. But I tell you, when an addition
to the baboon family was expected, well
the excitement was “terrific. Wilkens
opened a book, and took bets on wheth-
er the next brood would be man or
monkey. The odds started at seven to
one on monkeys — that was the first
year, when he had only two. At the
end of five years, well the odds had
lengthened to seventy-five to one, and
even then there weren't many takers.

But the feeding problem became terri-
fic. In the second year, twelve baboons
got through some pumpkins, believe me!
But when it got to seventeen hundred
and sixty-five, that was last year —
well perhaps now vou understand why
the price of vegetables was so high in
these parts. All the local boys kicked in
with their agterskots, and the Ko-opera-
sie cornered the whole Eastern Free
State crop for us.

But even then, Kakel was stubborn
enough to keep it going another year.
And would have, too, i.Fit hadn't been
for Blackie Swart. Now he came down
from Parliament one day to see how
things were going. As you know, he’s a
thoughtful sort of chap, though you
might not think se to lock at him; and
he just stood there there by the cage
— four morgen it covered by that time
—and he just loocked, And thought, And
thought.

Well, it is not often that we get a
Cabinet Minister down our way; so we
just stood around and waited. Finallv

lackie turned round. Pale and worried
sick he was. He took Apie with one
hand and Kakel with the other. “Look
here fellows,” he said solemnly, “Yon've

ot to call this thing off.” You could
Ea\re knocked Apie down with a feather.

It took him a full five minutes to get

his breath back, what with the fifty quid
at seventy-five to one being good as in
his pocket. “Call it off!” he shouted at
last, “You're blurry crazy!™ he shouted.
“You stick to r poisoned waler-
wells!” he screamed, “And leave science
to chaps as knows about it!”

It took Blackie quite a time to quiet
him down. But when he had, he said
solemnly: “Look fellows. Think of this.
What the bliksem would happen if next
time you do get a man, hey?”

“ Well, T can tell you that shook us all
rigid. In the excitement, we'd overlook-
edg all that. Makes you think, doesn™ it.
Before anyone else could say a word,
Blackie droP d his voice to an awfnl
whisper. ‘STP ose it was a WHITE
man!” he croaked. “What would the
kaffirs think about us then, hey?”

Well, put like that, well, dammit,
what would you do? We were all Igﬂuj:te
sick with worry for a moment. el
was first to speak — and who had bet-
ter reasons? “Dammit! You're right!
he said. “We'll call it off!™ Apie pro-
tested; who wouldn’t in his position.
But you must hand it to these politi-
cians; smooth, boy! Smooth. He
smoothed Apie over in no time, *Okay,
fellows!"” he said. “Bet's off. No bet, no
hard feelings. After all, we're white
men!™ Well that did it.

The excitement was almost over.
There were a few loose ends. We got
rid of the baboons, alright, and we man-
aged to sell the pumpkins we had laid
in for the next week's feed. Got twenty-
five quid for them too, which is not bad,
considering. Of course there was a set-
to hetween Apie and Kakel about whose
money it was. But fair's fair. After all,
we'd all stuck in for feed. So we were

all due a share.

So that's how the Verkeerdevlei Far-
mers’ Association came by the twenty-
five quid. I could see the fellows getting
ready to tear each other apart over it
So quick as a flash, I ups and suggests
that we give it to the Bloemfontein Uni-
versity, to abolish the theory of evolu-
tion. Well. it was a master move, though
[ says it myself; and it went through
unanimous. :

So as I say, those newspaper fellows
can sneer and jeer. But believe me,
five hundred of those baboons were
pregnant at the end; and the future of
the white man hung by a thread. It

' makes me feel cold even now to think

of it. But one day the nation will un-
derstand the debt that it owes to Ver-
keerdevlei and the Nationalist Party, for
keeping South Africa a white man’s
land.
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Film Review:

JULIUS GAESAR ON THE SCREEN

“Rare Treat” — Our Critic.

"JL’-LIL:S CAESAR™ is in many re-

spects the ideal Shakespearian
play for the screen. It does not require
the ﬂdaptinﬁ, the treatment that, for
example, Olivier gave to “Henry V™.
This present intelligent production of
Shakespeare's ‘political thriller’ clozely
adheres not only to the original text but
to the stage directions.

The film is made in black-and-white
with straightforward sets that bring
ancient Rome vividly to life, significant-
ly contrasting official splendour with
squalid slums,

From the magnificent opening scenc
which ends in the arrest of Flavius and
Marcellus, the fli:flln i; vibrantly a!iwir;
carrying us swiltly from one super
m:;z L?;n the m-.:.t'rfIlr The dramatinpil.i-
maxes are so expertly controlled as to
lead us emotionally and intellectually
upwards — until the end of the oration
scene in the forum.

I feel that the film's only real defect
is that of the play — a slight sense of
anti-climax arising from the superiority
of the first hall of the play over the
second. Fascinating as the latter scenes

hay be, I find that in them the charac-
ters, nolably Brutus, Cassius and An-
Iur]]}i;edu not develop.

y are so wonderfully created in
the earlier scenes that their later be-
haviour is all too predictable. And I
have a fancy that Sﬁakﬂpmre tries to
make Brutus into another Macheth —
treacherous, tormented, guilty. It
does'nt quite come off, because the play-
wright, faithful to history, has created
a character who just wasn't like that,
who just wasn’t a Macheth, Brutus was
a muddler and an ass but he was cour-
ageous and true to his own convictions.

Dark-faced James Mason has hardly
the appearance for the part and at first
his soft, fluffy voice seemed all wrong,
but his performance was surprisingﬂr
moving and convincing, gaining in per-
suasion from his consistent portraval
of the gentle, decent Brutus. (Some lo-
cal criticisms of his performance reach-
ed fresh h:i%‘;l; of absurdity.)

Gielgud's ius was, of course, on
a level of its own. He has a technique
s0 complete as to be almest undetect-
able. And what a vaice!

“An Object Lesson” — A Reader.

It sounds absurd, but it almost scem-
ed to me that Shakespeare wrote ‘Julius
Caesar’ as an object lesson to South Af-
ricans, confronted with complex poli-
tical problems in the mid-twentieth cen-

tury.

rl:l'l the first place the drama is con-
cerned with the struggle for power and
the wielding of power, the age-old yet
up-to-date struggle between tyranny and
democracy. Cassius’ passionate hatred
of dictatorship is expressed in firegold
words that should be every democrat’s
daily reading. It does not vitally matter
that his political faith is shot through
with personal feelings of jealousy and
inferiority . . . he hated tyranny . . .
and was prepared to act to overthrow
the tyrant. HF:IW much we lack that de-
termination in South Africa today.

Brutus, too, hated the dictatorship,
but like so many liberal-minded peo-
ple today he was bound by outmoded,
inappropriate bourgeois concepts, His
inner fear of radical change, of revolu-
tion, tempted him to temporise and to
compromise, so that, putting aside Cas-
siue farseeing tactics, he, Brutus, ulti-

mately betrayed the altempt to over-
throw the dictatorship. How often have
we seen that in the past four years—
honest motives, sincere democratic con-
victions, illumined analyses — all ren-
dered negative by a fear to grazp bold-
ly the appropriate tactics. We, too, have
f)c;und, as Cassius did, that the ‘respect-
able’ leaders throw away the fight and
betray the cause.

Politically, of course, the most im-
portant moral is to be found, I think.
in the part the crowd playe in Shake-
speare’s drama. Not one of the political
leaders recognised that the only sure
foundation for a genuine democracy is
the people themselves. In the play the
people were manipulated by one side
and then the other. No one . . not even
the people themselves . . realised that
the people ARE the Fnl[lir_-nl power. An-
other lesson for us. In our own country
when the people, most of them black.
have realizsed their strength, their wis-
dom and the inevitable rightness of their
cause, then and only then will South
Africa be saved from tyranny and made
fast for a genuine democracy, . R.J.R.

Edmund (FBrien's Casca was a de-
light and I particularly liked Geo
Ready's ﬁarullus. which got
film off to such an exciting start. Louis
Calhern made Caesar a flesh-and-blood
character that Shakespeare’s sketch
hardly deserves.

Marlon Brando gave final proof of
his really great acting talent, That he
could so clearly bring out both Antony’s
ambition and his uine feeling }:;lr
Caesar is almost beyond belief. His
speech in the forum was masterly.

Altogether a rare film treat.

SCHOEMAN'S PLAN — Confinued from p. 7.
If the Bill is passed, the unions will

be faced with a position of subservience
and impotence, or alternatively with the
drastic decision to cast aside the fascist
machinery of negotiation, and start
again from the E:ginning to huild
on the basis of the workers’ strength.
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